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Rugs10% OFF

Huge range instore
Check out our rug studio

155 Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au

Ph: 5952 1488
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For boats and caravans call Mike 0408 547 677
For general storage call Kristina 5952 6633
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COWES SELF STORAGE

BOAT CARAVAN RV STORAGE

52-54 Thompson Ave, Cowes  PH: 5952 5100

SOLAR POWER now available to each unit for battery charging. No extra cost.  

FULLY SECURED—FULL SURVEILLANCE

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100
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The historic Isle of Wight site in 
Cowes … home to the century-old 
pub that burnt to the ground on the 
Cowes Esplanade in 2010 … has 
been sold.

The land, described last year 
as the most signifi cant commer-
cial property ever offered on Phil-

lip Island, has been purchased by 
Melbourne based developer Moda, 
which specializes in high end devel-
opments, with experience across all 
sectors.

Expressions of interest for pur-
chase of the site closed on January 
20, with the sale fi nalised last Friday.

The selling price has not been dis-
closed.

The sale comes at the end of a de-
cade of uncertainty locally about 
redevelopment of the site, with 
spokesperson for the buyers, Ed 
Farquharson, stating over the week-
end that a consortium planned to 
spend the next few months explor-
ing all opportunities presented.

“We want to ensure we take the 
time to explore every potential use 

for the site – hospitality, health and 
wellbeing, premium hotel and high-
end residential uses.

“The development may end up be-
ing a blend of many or all of these 
uses,” he said.

Ed’s development company Moda 
has partnered with Salta Capital, 
the venture capital arm of one of 
Australia’s largest private property 

developers – the family-owned Sal-
ta Properties; and hotelier Mazen 
Tabet, to develop the site.

Salta is a multi-faceted and large-
ly family owned business, involved 
for over 50 years in residential, com-
mercial, retail, industrial and hotel 
development, which prides itself on 
strong ethics and high standards.

Continued page 2

Redevelopment planned

Isle of Wight site sold!
It was a very different Australia Day this year, with no offi cial public events in Bass Coast due to Covid restrictions. The muted celebrations come as calls grow across the country for 
the date to be changed – for many First Nations People, January 26 is a Day of Mourning – with Invasion Day rallies attracting big crowds in every state. On Phillip Island, locals and 
visitors made the most of the holiday, getting together with friends, heading for the beach or joining the local indigenous community for the Yarns and Cuddles event on Churchill 
Island (see page 2). These friends got into the spirit on the Cowes foreshore beach. From left to right – back: Sophie Gurr of Cape Woolamai, with Mia Munday and Kate Thornbor-
row of Cowes. Front: Oscar Tomisich of Kilsyth, Georgia Schumann of Ferntree Gully, Elise Tomisich of Kilsyth and River Stone of Cowes.

Advance Australia...
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M:	0466	746	749
E:	info@bwdsolar.com.au
W:	www.bwdsolar.com.au

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

M: 0466 746 749
E: info@bwdsolar.com.au
W: www.bwdsolar.com.au

Free quotes 
tailored to suit 
your energy 
needs.
STC Rebates
Vic Government 
Rebates
Steve Williams
Frank Bilson  

Solar Power Phillip Island & Surrounds

Call for a Free Quote—Steve 0466746749

   BWD Solar Pty Ltd     ABN 15 621 481 696  
M: 0466 746 749   E: info@bwdsolar.com.au

• Local Company

• Local Tradespersons

• Save $$$ on electricity

• Residential PV Systems

• Commercial PV Systems

• www.bwdsolar.com.au
M: 0466 746
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Free Quotes 
tailored to suit 
your energy 
needs

STC Rebates 

Vic Government Rebates

Steve Williams

Frank Bilson

Solar Power Phillip Island & Surrounds

Call for a Free Quote – Steve 0466 746 749

•    Local Company
•    Local Tradespersons
•    Save $$$ on electricity
•    Residential PV Systems 
•    Commercial PV Systems
•    www.bwdsolar.com.au
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A1 Plaques specialise in cast bronze and 
aluminium plaques guaranteed to last a lifetime. 

Our bronze is protected by a Baked Enamel 
coating ensuring a quality finish to all our works. 

We can also provide engraved plaques in  
Stainless and Aluminium.

We pride ourselves in servicing any request  
with regard to design, artwork, size and shape. 

Offering consultancy throughout the design  
period to ensure our clients are completely 

satisfied, our products are of the highest quality 
and competitive pricing, delivered to you in a 

timely manner.
We service all industries including Cemeteries, 

RSLs, Councils, Churches, Pet Memorials  
and more.

Please visit our website to view a  
comprehensive product range.

Australian Plaques

1300 558 812
www.a1plaquesheadoffice.com.au
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It’s time to support Australian foundries

GROUP HEAD OFFICE

“Another Happy Customer,
Your Word-of-Mouth is Our Motivation”

Editorial: advertiser@pisra.com.au
Advertising: ads@pisra.com.au

Sport: sport@pisra.com.au
Classifieds: sport@pisra.com.au

Suite 2, 60 Chapel Street, Cowes, 3922.
Phone (03) 5952 3201

Fax (03) 5952 3024
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Registered by Australia Post.

CONTACT US:
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www.pisra.com.au
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Mr Tabet is a well-known hote-

lier with pub interests across Aus-
tralia and abroad.

Ed himself is no stranger to Phil-
lip Island.

His family have a rural property 
in Ventnor, and he enjoys the surf, 
golf and goes fishing here when 
he’s in town.

He has many memories of the 
Isle of Wight growing up, from 
functions, birthdays and events 
with family, to Saturday night dis-
cos as a teenager.

He said he’d always been inter-
ested in the potential offered by the 
Isle of Wight site.

“The land has been up for sale a 
few times now, but the timing was 
never right. The stars have finally 
aligned,” he commented.

Ed said the introduction of a 
new Design and Development 
Overlay (DDO) for the site by Bass 
Coast Shire Council back in 2019 
… which encourages the develop-
ment of a “landmark redevelop-
ment” of “architectural and land-
scape excellence” for this iconic 
position … caught his eye.

“It was partly this clear intent of 
the planning scheme that attracted 
the consortium’s interest,” he com-
mented.

“As is the intent of the DDO, a 
landmark redevelopment of archi-
tectural excellence is what we will 
be aiming to achieve here,” he em-
phasised.

A Planning Panel ruled in 2019 
that any future development on 
the Isle of Wight site should remain 
seven storeys at the front half of 
the site along The Esplanade, and 
five storeys at the rear. The Panel 
also said any redevelopment must 
design around and make a feature 
of the significant Moreton Bay fig 
tree on the corner of the land, en-
suring a qualified arborist “under-
take any investigations necessary” 
to ensure the safety of the tree.

“We feel we can design a build-
ing that will contribute to the 
coastal village character of the 
precinct and activate the frontage 
along The Esplanade.

“We would love to bring back 
the Isle of Wight in some shape or 
form.

“I certainly expect there to be a 
hotel/short stay accommodation 
component.”

Ed envisages the planning stag-

es for the development will take at 
least 18 months.

“Whilst we’ll be going straight to 
work on the development, we won’t 
be rushing in to lock in a design 
right away,” he said.

“It’s a site that will need months 
of thought and consultation with 
the best architects to ensure we 
make the most of this unique op-
portunity.”

In the meantime, he wants to talk 
to council and try and activate the 
space over the interim period.

“The options for interim activa-
tion are endless and we’d love to 
see the land put to good use while 
we work through the planning pro-
cess,” he commented.

A piece of Cowes history
John Matthies, the owner of the 

Isle of Wight site, told the Adver-
tiser in November when he put the 
land on the market, he had done so 
because it was “unfair to the com-
munity” to leave the “iconic” prop-
erty undeveloped.

Mr Matthies, who also owns 
Banfields Aged Care in Cowes, 
said it would be another five years 
before he would consider develop-
ing the Isle of Wight site, because 
he had other projects on the go.

“I feel a bit of an obligation to the 
community and it would be at least 
five years before I could do any-
thing with it, and it seems silly to 
let it sit there,” he said at the time.

“It’s a fantastic, iconic site, north 
facing with fantastic views, hard to 
find better. It needs to be developed 
for the whole of Phillip Island and 
Victoria’s tourism.”

The vacant Isle of Wight was 

purchased by Mr Matthies in 2016, 
after being on the market since 
2014, when the former owner of the 
Continental and the Isle of Wight 
went into liquidation.

Around 2015 a protracted year-
long sale fell through after a 

would-be buyer failed to come up 
with the funds.

Redevelopment plans for the old 
hotel have been on the drawing 
board since the 1980s.

The Isle of Wight was first given 
a planning permit for redevelop-
ment by the former Phillip Island 
Shire; and since 2005 held a plan-
ning permit to rebuild, which was 
then amended and subsequently 
approved by a planning panel.

The pub was due to be demol-
ished for redevelopment, when 
fire gutted the building in May 
2010.

In 2011, Bass Coast Council 
Shire refused to extend the plan-
ning permit for a third time, and 
it expired.

Greg Price, of Alex Scott Real 
Estate Agency in Cowes, when 
asked to comment, said Alex Scott 
was delighted to be part of the sale 
process.

“We look forward to what the 
future holds for this site,” he said.

Isle of Wight site sold!

The Isle of Wight Hotel the day after the historic building was 
razed by fire. 

The fifth Yarn and Cuddles, 
an Aboriginal-friendly Austra-
lia Day get together, was held 
on Churchill Island on Tuesday.

The gathering is organised 
by Patrice Mahoney OAM, who 
was recently appointed Aborigi-
nal Development Officer by Bass 
Coast Shire Council, to help with 

the development of their Recon-
ciliation Action Plan.

Yarn and Cuddles, which 
continues to grow in size ev-
ery year, provides a welcoming 
and safe space during Austra-
lia Day and encourages differ-
ent cultures to come and share 
traditional foods.

Artist Safina Stewart and Bunurong Elder Uncle Anthony Egan, 
with Patrice Mahoney OAM at this year’s Yarn and Cuddles 
gathering on Churchill Island.

A welcome Yarn
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Council has said construction of the new Cowes Cultural Centre project is fully funded and 
construction will start this year. This draft plan, released in September last year, shows 
the two-storey building includes a library, museum, gallery, community function space and 
theatre/cinema.
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Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.

Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820.

46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820

russell.broadbent.mp@aph.gov.au

03 5623 2064

Russell.Broadbent.94

Supporting local business, 
creates local jobs.

RUSSELL
BROADBENT MP
Federal Member for Monash

   

Nominations are open for

2021 PIRSL ANZAC
Community Award

Applications available at: www.pirsl.com.au

Applications close 
February 23, 2021 at 4pm

We invite you to nominate someone who has made an outstanding 
contribution to our local community - a person who should be recognised 
for extending a hand beyond the ordinary in helping others and mateship.

All applications to be forwarded to the Secretary.

JD00063AA

Don’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

Handmade cookies delivered 
locally and shipped nationally
islandcookiebox@hotmail.com

ROBERT STEEL
0491112240

WWW.4REALPLASTERING.COM.AU

Cowes assaults
Cowes police are investigat-

ing two assaults at the Cowes 
BP station over the weekend.

The first assault happened 
in the earlier hours of Sunday, 
around 1.30am.

Two young males got into a 
fight with a group of six to eight 
people near the BP station in 
Thompson Avenue.

Police said alcohol was a fac-
tor in the incident.

One of the victims received 
five stitches as a result of the 
attack, but didn’t want to press 
charges. A second assault oc-
curred at the same location at 

10pm on Sunday night.
Two teenage males were at-

tacked by a large group of up 
to 15 people, in what police say 
turned out to be a case of mis-
taken identity.

The boys suffered minor in-
juries.

Senior Sergeant Andy 
O’Brien said the group of males 
then encountered another 
group and a fight broke out 
near the petrol station.

Police are currently investi-
gating and examining CCTV 
footage to identify the people 
involved.

Anyone with information 
on the incident is urged to call 

Cowes Police on 5952 2037, 
contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 
333 000 or go to Crimestoppers.
com.au.

Traffic
Police said there were no 

major traffic incidents record-
ed over the weekend, despite 
heavy traffic across the island.

There was a high police pres-
ence, with Operation Amity 
targeting dangerous driving, 
including drink and drug driv-
ing, speeding and mobile phone 
use.

A number of minor collisions 
were reported, adding to the 
traffic congestion.

Bass Coast Shire Council has reassured the 
community the Cowes Cultural Centre project is 
fully funded and construction will start this year.

In response to concerns about how the $19 mil-
lion project would be paid for, a Council spokes-
person said the $19 million budget included $15 
million in borrowings (including a $10 million 
low interest loan from the state government) 
$1.5 million from Council reserves and $2.5 mil-
lion from a Growing Suburbs grant.

Community groups continue to question the 
wisdom of borrowing such a large amount giv-
en the economic uncertainty due to Covid.

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Brett Tessari said the in-
tention was always to self-fund the project, but 
to explore all possible options for grants.

When the project was originally announced, 
Council said $4 million would be contributed 
from reserves, however that figure has been re-
duced, with the council committing to a borrow-
ing a larger amount.

A Council spokesperson said it was investi-
gating to see if the project would be eligible for 
funding in the latest round of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s Building Better Regions Fund.

This program has grants of up to $10 million 
for projects that provide economic and social 
benefits to regional and remote areas.

The project may also be eligible for funding 
under the next round of the state government’s 
Living Libraries Fund.

During his visit to Cowes last week (see sepa-

rate story), the Local Government Minister 
Shaun Leane said the latest round of the Living 
Libraries fund would be opening soon.

Design and construction
An Expression of Interest process for con-

struction of the new building closed last week.
All the EOI’s will be assessed and a short list 

of applicants will then be asked to go to tender.
Council’s Manager of Major Projects, Da-

mian Prendergast said the EOI process helped 
attract more competition for the job.

The $19 million budget does not include the 
cost of the design for the new building.

Mr Prendergast said updated designs for the 
new Cultural Centre would be released to the 
community in February and the latest designs 
had been discussed with the relevant user groups.

In May last year, architectural firm Jackson 
Clements Burrows was awarded the $1.4 mil-
lion contract to finalise the designs.

In the 2020 timeline for the project, designs 
were due to be completed by January 2021, with 
the public tender for construction due to begin 
in February. Construction is due to begin in 
May this year.

The demolition of the old building in August 
2020 before designs for the new facility were fi-
nalised attracted criticism from the communi-
ty, with Phillip Island Voice and the Bass Coast 
Residents and Ratepayers Association describ-
ing the demolition as premature.

Cultural Centre fully 
funded says Council POLICE BRIEFS

A car caught fire after 
crashing into a pole on Vent-
nor Road last week.

Police said emergency ser-
vices were called to the scene 
near the corner of Justice and 
Ventnor roads about 11pm on 
January 21 after reports of a 
vehicle on fire.

The car, which police have 
since discovered was unregis-
tered, appeared to have crashed 
into a pole before catching fire. 
The driver fled the scene and 
investigations into the incident 
remain ongoing.

Phillip Island Fire Brigade 
also attended and called on the 
Phillip Island SES unit to as-
sist, initially concerned some-
one was trapped in the car.

The SES unit remained on 
site until it was confirmed no 
one was trapped inside.

Police said the last regis-
tered owner of the car had 
sold it before moving inter-
state and an investigation was 

underway to locate the driver 
or current owner of the ve-
hicle.

Local residents reported 
hearing cars revving and 
speeding in the area about 
half an hour before the crash.

Anyone with information 
that could assist police with 
their enquiries is urged to con-
tact Crime Stoppers on 1800 
333 000 or submit a confi-
dential report online at www.
crimestoppersvic.com.au

Firey night in Cowes

Emergency services were called to an accident on Ventnor 
Road last week, when a car caught fire after crashing into a 
pole. Photo courtesy of Phillip Island Fire Brigade.
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Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Plan. Act. Survive.  Go to emergency.vic.gov.au

A single ember can spread bushfires as far as 40km.
Burning embers from bushfires can travel up to 40km, starting new fires in seconds, destroying 
homes and making escape impossible. If the Fire Danger Rating is ever extreme or above, don’t 
hesitate. Leave early.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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A single ember can spread bushfires as far as 40km.
Burning embers from bushfires can travel up to 40km, starting new fires in seconds, destroying Burning embers from bushfires can travel up to 40km, starting new fires in seconds, destroying 
homes and making escape impossible. If the Fire Danger Rating is ever extreme or above, don’t homes and making escape impossible. If the Fire Danger Rating is ever extreme or above, don’t 
hesitate. Leave early.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Plan. Act. Survive.  Go to emergency.vic.gov.au

A single ember can spread bushfires as far as 30km.
Burning embers from bushfires can travel up to 30km, starting new fires in seconds, destroying 
homes and making escape impossible. If the Fire Danger Rating is ever extreme or above, don’t 
hesitate. Leave early.

Island ba� les new virus
Nine cases of Ross River vi-

rus have been confi rmed in Bass 
Coast since the start of October.

At least half of these are on Phil-
lip Island.

Yet last week, Bass Coast Shire 
Council and the Health Hub 
seemed unaware of the outbreak.

The Advertiser spoke directly 
with three of the positive cases, 
two men from Cape Woolamai 
and one from Wimbledon Heights.

All three said they’d tested posi-
tive to the virus since December.

The three 
ranged in age 
from 30 to fi fty 
plus, are all 
surfers and de-
scribed as fi t and 
healthy before 
their diagnosis.

Last Friday, 
the Department 
of Health and 
Human Services 
confi rmed there 
were nine cases in the shire and 
said it had been in discussion with 
Bass Coast Shire Council about 
the cases.

Despite this, when contacted by 
the Advertiser, the council repeat-
edly said it had no knowledge of 
confi rmed cases of Ross River vi-
rus in the shire.

On January 20 and again on 
January 22, a council spokesper-
son said: “At this stage, Council 
has received no notifi cation from 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services with relation to 
active cases of the Ross River Vi-
rus.”

The council’s program of moni-
toring or baiting mosquitos, run 
in the past through the Bass Coast 
Landcare Network, did not take 
place this summer.

In October last year, Council 

confi rmed the program had not 
run for fi ve years, as there had 
been no local mosquito borne 
health issues.

However, in early November a 
Ross River virus health warning 
was issued for Gippsland and oth-
er areas of the state.

“Ross River virus occurs across 
most parts of Australia and Victo-
ria,” a DHHS spokesperson said.

“A Chief Health Offi cer advisory 
was issued to alert the commu-
nity in the south west of Victoria 

to take personal 
measures to 
avoid mosqui-
to bites after 
s u r v e i l l a n c e 
showed high 
mosquito num-
bers and pres-
ence of virus in 
the mosquitoes.”

The current 
warning on the 
HealthVic web-

site specifi cally mentions Surf 
Coast, Geelong and Bellarine 
Peninsula.

There is no mention of Phillip 
Island or Bass Coast.

Staff at the Phillip Island Health 
Hub did not seem aware of the 
current health warning when 
two of the men exhibiting the vi-
rus symptoms visited the Hub in 
January.

Both said Ross River virus was 
not discussed or tested for.

Bass Coast Health said they 
would not normally be advised by 
DHHS if cases of Ross River virus 
were confi rmed in the area.

Island hot spots
Six of the seven mozzie hot spots 

in Bass Coast are found on Phillip 
Island: the Rhyll and Newhaven 
swamps, Fishers wetland near 

Churchill Island, Rhyll foreshore, 
Silverleaves, gun club south of 
Rhyll, as well as the mouth of the 
Powlett River at Kilcunda.

In the past, Bass Coast Shire 
Council treated known breeding 
areas around the island with a 
larvicide to minimise breeding.

The areas were regularly 
checked to monitor populations 
of mosquito larvae.

Previously, council offi cers 
trapped mosquitoes to count num-
bers or test for diseases.

There are 235 species of mos-
quito in Australia and only a 
small proportion of those bite and 
carry disease.

Ross River virus can cause joint 
swelling and pain, fatigue and 
muscle aches which can persist 
for months.

Some people also develop a rash 
or a fever.

Symptoms usually occur be-
tween three and nine days after 
exposure, but can occasionally 
appear up to 21 days later.

Everyone recovers from the ini-
tial onset, however for some peo-
ple, the symptoms can recur for 
over a year or more.

The disease regularly occurs in 
regional and rural Victoria, par-
ticularly around inland waterways 
and coastal regions.

This year, the virus has been 
detected in mosquitoes in Angle-
sea and the state government said 
recent weather conditions in Surf 
Coast, Geelong and Bellarine Pen-
insula favoured mosquito biting 
and breeding.

State government health web-

sites advise people can be infected 
with Ross River virus when they 
are bitten by a mosquito carrying 
the virus, normally obtained from 
mammals such as kangaroos.

Anyone who suspects they may 
have Ross River virus should visit 
their doctor for a diagnosis and ad-
vice on treatment.

Blood tests can reveal if a person 
has been infected with Ross River 
virus recently or in the past. The 
disease may be diagnosed by doc-
tors solely on symptoms. However, 
blood tests are recommended to 
confi rm the diagnosis.

Protect yourself
Taking measures to avoid mos-

quito bites is a critical step to pro-
tect against diseases.

• Wear loose-fi tting clothing 
when outdoors.

• Use mosquito repellents con-
taining DEET or picaridin on ex-
posed skin.

• Try to limit outdoor activity if 
lots of mosquitoes are about (usu-
ally dusk and dawn).

• Make sure there is no stagnant 
water where mosquitoes can breed 
around your home.

• On holidays make sure your 
accommodation is properly fi tted 
with mosquito netting or screens.

• Don’t forget the kids – it’s safer 
to spray or rub insect repellents on 
their clothes rather than directly 
onto their skin.

For more information see The 
Better Health Channel’s ‘Beat the 
Bite’ campaign, advice on how to 
prevent Ross River Fever: www.
betterhealth.vic.gov.au /cam-
paigns/beat-the-bite.

More information at:  www.
betterhealth.vic.gov.au/.../ross-
river-virus-disease and www2.
health.vic.gov.au/about/news-
and-events/healthalerts/warning-
mosquitoes-ross-river-virus-vic-
toria

Ross River virus – symptoms and advice
“Six of the seven 
mozzie hot spots 
in Bass Coast are 
found on Phillip 

Island”

Nine cases of Ross River virus have been confi rmed in Bass Coast since 
the start of October. The virus is transmitted by mosquitoes, and six of 
the seven identifi ed mozzie “hot spots” in the shire are on Phillip Island.
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*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY, CONSULT MAY BE REQUIRED, DEPOSIT REQUIRED
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3 FULL AREAS OF ANTI WRINKLE

$499*

PH: 9555 8401

GIVE ME
THE WORKS

Glenn Heil was diagnosed with 
Ross River virus in early January.

He’s one of nine confirmed cases in 
the shire and because of the disease, he 
said he can’t work and his new charter 
boat business “has fallen in a heap”.

“My business is going down the 
gurgler. It’s a charter boat, and we’ve 
done it hard enough as it is with Covid 
and being shut down … and now this.”

He’s positive he contracted the dis-
ease on Phillip Island, as he hadn’t 
been away in the weeks prior to his 
symptoms appearing.

And he’s angry 
that more isn’t be-
ing done to warn 
people of the dan-
ger.

“Why hasn’t 
there been a no-
tice put out around 
Phillip Island to let 
people know?”

He believes the 
cases are being 
kept quiet, be-
cause of the tour-
ist season.

“My doctor said 
it was because they don’t want to 
alarm the tourists. But they should be 
alarmed,” he said.

“They need to cover up.”
He said even his warning posts on the 

Phillip Island Community Noticeboard 
on Facebook kept being removed.

“I put something up saying just be 
careful of the mozzies – it’s not good. It 
was pulled down within 10 minutes.”

He said a second post was also re-
moved but on his third attempt, the 
post stayed up on the page.

It quickly attracted over 100 com-
ments, including from other locals 
who said they’d also been diagnosed 
with Ross River.

“Not on his game”
A week before Christmas, Glenn 

was feeling lethargic and “not on his 
game”, but put it down a heavy work-

load and end-of-year stress.
But when he had trouble paddling out 

in the surf with his sons on Christmas 
Day, he knew something was wrong.

“We’ve done it ever since they were 
little kids,” Glenn said.

“That morning, the boys were say-
ing, are you alright dad? My knees 
wouldn’t bend. My ankles had swol-
len right up.”

A driver for Wildlife Coast Cruises 
as well as running his own charter 
boats, the Wimbledon Heights resi-
dent normally describes himself as fit 

and agile, but that 
all changed.

“I was really 
busy in the week 
before Christmas, 
but I felt really 
foggy in the head,” 
he explained.

“It was busy at 
Wildlife Coast 
Cruises, plus I had 
a couple of my 
own charters.”

Things got 
worse after 
Christmas.

“I took people out fishing the day 
before New Year’s Eve and I couldn’t 
move. I was on my hands and knees 
on the deck of the boat.”

He said his symptoms were so severe 
on New Year’s Day he had to cancel 
three jobs. His ankles were so swollen 
a friend took him to the Health Hub, 
worried they were infected.

Confronted with a huge queue wait-
ing for Covid tests, the pair went home.

But the pain escalated overnight, 
and the following day Glenn returned.

As well as joint pain and swelling 
in his feet and hands, Glenn was now 
getting electric shocks in his arm.

He said the doctor at the Health 
Hub ran an ECG to check his heart, 
which came back normal.

“He said I think you’ve got severe 
arthritis or gout coming on and told 
me to go and see my own doctor,” 

Glenn explained.
His symptoms continued to worsen 

as he waited several days for the first 
available appointment with his GP.

“I went in and I had a referral from 
the Hub. The doctor there had totally 
discounted Ross River virus.

“As soon as I told my symptoms to 
my doctor, he said he had received 
a memo from DHHS saying anyone 
with these symptoms should be test-
ed for Ross River.”

Glenn went straight for a blood 
test to confirm the diagnosis and the 
nurse told him she’d done six tests 
that week for the virus.

Now on a course of steroids to re-
duce the inflammation, Glenn said 
the eventual diagnosis was a relief.

“I was happy when I got the call 
saying I was Ross River positive, be-
cause I’d had three weeks of hell, not 
knowing what was wrong.”

As there is no “cure” for Ross River 
virus, Glenn said his doctor will con-
tinue to monitor his symptoms.

“I’m usually really healthy – surf-
ing, working … but I just haven’t been 
able to do a thing.”

Cape Woolamai cause for concern
Two Cape Woolamai men have also 

tested positive for Ross River virus.
One man in his 30s was diagnosed 

just before Christmas, after a week of 
severe joint pain and fatigue.

The man, who wished to remain 
anonymous, was unable to walk or 
move properly and is still suffering 
joint pain and fatigue issues.

His wife is fairly certain he picked 
up the virus in Cape Woolamai, as 
“we have had a mosquito problem in 
our back yard”.

The couple also know of two other 
people who’ve been diagnosed with 
the disease.

“We wonder how many people also 
have it without being diagnosed or 
getting the appropriate blood tests?

“Doctors are apparently surprised 
to see it back down here, so it may not 

have been on their routine testing for 
such symptoms.”

Dean Bould also lives in Cape 
Woolamai and first experienced 
symptoms in late November.

“I was really sore in my joints, but 
it went away after about five days,” 
he said.

“Then five days later I got this rash 
all over and the soreness returned. 
My fingers were swollen, and I was 
really tired.”

He visited the Hub and saw a doc-
tor who told him “something was se-
riously wrong” and that he probably 
had “some sort of virus”.

The doctor recommended rest, plen-
ty of water and to take over-the-coun-
ter pain killers if the pain persisted.

“I did that, but I had no idea about 
Ross River virus. I lay low for a few days.

“Then a couple of friends said they 

thought I had Ross River. I googled it 
and I had all the symptoms. It matched 
exactly with what I was feeling.”

He didn’t go to the doctor – “I had 
started to feel better and I knew there 
was nothing I could do about it” – un-
til he heard that other people in Cape 
Woolamai had tested positive for the 
disease. He got a blood test between 
Christmas and New Year and re-
ceived a positive result in early Janu-
ary. He’s also sure he contracted the 
disease on Phillip Island.

“I haven’t been away and the only 
place I can remember being bitten 
was out in the backyard.”

He said there are definitely other 
cases on the island.

“I do know a couple of other people 
who had the same symptoms as me, 
but I’m not sure whether they got 
tested.”

Glenn Heil was diagnosed with Ross River virus in early January and is 
one of nine confirmed cases in the Shire. He is angry more isn’t being 
done to alert people to the danger.

Islanders laid low by Ross River virus

“My doctor said  
it was because 

they don’t  
want to alarm  

the tourists.  
But they should  

be alarmed”
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For testing locations visit CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Every test keeps us on top of this virus. 

And keeps us doing the things we love.

So even if your symptoms are mild, 

or you’ve been tested before, every test helps.

TESTEVERY HELPS

US KEEP CATCHING UP WITH MATES

Residents of Phillip Island have 
raised concerns about safety at the 
Thompson Avenue roundabouts 
during the busy summer season.

Graham Champion from Surf 
Beach said both drivers and pedes-
trians needed education on how to 
properly use the roundabouts, and 
the advisory signs that used to be 
painted on the road needed to be 
reinstated.

“Unless the law is changed driv-
ers need to brush up on the road 
rules and a good idea would be to 
paint the sign back on the road be-
fore a pedestrian is knocked over,” 
he said.

Cowes resident Bernie McComb 
believes the roundabout at the in-
tersection of Thompson Avenue 
and Settlement Road is confusing.

With the medical centre, phar-
macy, supermarket, school and 
petrol stations all in close proxim-
ity, he said “traffic can be entering 
simultaneously from all four direc-
tions, plus so many driveways, it’s 
very confusing”.

He said VicRoads and Bass Coast 
Shire Council are ignoring the 
problem and refusing to meet him 
on site to discuss the issues.

He’s also calling on speed limits 
to be reduced to 30 or 40 kilometres.

However Department of Trans-

port Director (Gippsland) Sara 
Rhodes-Ward, said there have been 
no accidents recorded at any of the 
three Thompson Avenue round-
abouts over the past 12 months.

“Making sure our roads are safe 
for the community is our num-
ber one priority, which is why we 
continuously roll out improvement 
projects and do regular safety 
inspections right across the net-
work,” Ms Rhodes-Ward said.

“We remind everyone to drive re-
sponsibly, be patient and follow the 
road rules.”

She said a driver entering a 
roundabout must give way to any 
vehicle in the roundabout.

She also said a driver approach-
ing a roundabout should slow and 
only stop if it is necessary to give 
way to a vehicle in the roundabout. 
Drivers do not need to give way to 
pedestrians crossing at a round-
about unless there is a pedestrian 
crossing.

Roundabout rules can be found 
at www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-
and-road-rules/road-rules/a-to-z-
of-road-rules/roundabouts

Regional Roads Victoria encourag-
es the community to report hazards 
and any concerns about the condi-
tion of the arterial road network by 
calling the hotline on 133 778.

The Local Government Minister 
Shaun Leane visited Cowes last week 
to meet the Island Ward councillors 
and inspect the site of the new Cultural 
Centre.

The visit was also a chance for the 
Minister to see the holiday season in 
full swing, with Thompson Avenue 
filled with pedestrians and cars.

Accompanied by the Member for 
Bass, Jordan Crugnale, Minister 
Leane was escorted around the Cul-
tural Centre site by Bass Coast Mayor, 
Cr Brett Tessari, who explained the de-
velopment of the entire precinct, which 
includes the Health Hub and Transit 
Centre and the sites for the new Com-
munity Hospital and Cultural Centre.

Hopes of a further funding an-
nouncement to help pay for the $19 
million project were not realised.

Instead, the Minister said the visit 
was an opportunity to meet the new-
ly-elected council, and talk about the 
projects and priorities for the area.

He said he relished the chance to get 
out of Melbourne after the months of 
lockdown, pointing out that despite 
being in at least half a dozen meet-
ings with Cr Tessari, this was the first 
time the pair had met face to face.

He confirmed the new round of the 
government’s Growing Suburbs fund 
was opening and the funding pool 
had been increased from $50 million 
to $75 million annually.

Although the Cultural Centre 
would not be eligible to apply in the 
latest round – it received $2.5 mil-
lion from a previous round – Minister 
Leane said Bass Coast would be able 
to apply for funding for a range of dif-
ferent projects.

He also confirmed the latest round 
of the Living Libraries funding pro-
gram was about to start.

The new library at the Cultural 
Centre should be eligible to apply, 

as the program assists councils and 
regional library corporations to pro-
vide accessible and high-quality li-
brary infrastructure.

The program has been allocated 
$10 million of funding for the 2020/21 
financial year.

After a quick walk around the 
empty site and a visit to the current li-
brary, the Minister and Ms Crugnale 
joined the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and 
councillor officers for a meeting in 
the new outdoor dining area at Olive 
Justice Place.

Know your roundabout rules

Flying visit from Local 
Government Minister

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Brett Tessari, showed Local Government Minister 
Shaun Leane and Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale, around the site of the 
new Cowes Cultural Centre. Construction of the $19 million project is due to 
start later this year.

The Island Ward councillors took the opportunity to get to know the Minis-
ter during his brief visit to Cowes. From left to right: Cr Michael Whelan, Cr 
Ronnie Bauer, Local Government Minister Shaun Leane, Member for Bass 
Jordan Crugnale, Cr Brett Tessari and Cr David Rooks at the site of the 
Cowes Cultural Centre.

Safety concerns have been raised about the Cowes roundabouts, with 
residents calling on better education for drivers and pedestrians.
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Here to make a di� erence in Phillip Island and surrounds.
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in the current market call one of our sales agents today.

The Newhaven Primary School 
market signs have been targeted 
again in another blow for the school 
fundraising project.

This was the first weekend the 
signs had been used since they were 
stolen on January 9.

However heartless vandals struck 
again, defacing the signs on Friday 
night.

Once again, market organiser Fe-
licity Ashman from Urban Markets 
discovered the damage when she ar-
rived to set up in the early hours of 
Saturday morning.

Felicity said the damage occurred 
between 11pm and midnight on Fri-
day night.

Paint had been used to block out the 
wording on both sides of two signs 
near Boys Home Road.

The incident was immediately re-

ported to the police.
The latest attack is part of what ap-

pears to be an orchestrated campaign 
against the community market at Ne-
whaven Primary School.

The five signs were stolen on Janu-
ary 9 and later found dumped in long 
grass in Rhyll. The signs were exam-
ined by a Crime Scene officer before 
being returned to the school, in time 
to publicise the long-weekend market.

Newhaven Primary provides its 
grounds for the market, which do-
nates a percentage of the profits from 
each event to the school, as part of a 
fundraising campaign.

Anyone with information should 
contact Leading Senior Constable Ju-
lian Wildenberg from San Remo po-
lice on 5678 5500, call Crimestoppers 
on 1800 333 000 or go to Crimestop-
pers.com.au.

A busy holiday season has seen 
growing reports of people camping 
illegally on beaches, streets, reserves 
and carparks across the island.

Last weekend, local residents and 
dog walkers were aghast to see a 
4WD and tent right on the beach at 
Cape Woolamai.

This week, photos from Surf Beach 
show a campervan in a Surf Beach 
car park, right next to a “no camp-
ing” sign.

Reports of illegal camping sites this 
summer include a vacant block in 
Red Rocks Road, the off-lead beach 
at Ventnor, the Colonnades and An-
chorage Road beach.

Campervans are often parked 
overnight in the carparks at Smiths 
Beach, Woolamai and Anzacs.

Staying outside of designated 
camping areas is known as free 
camping, and while it is allowed in 
some locations across Australia, it is 
not permitted in Bass Coast.

No camping in Nature Parks
On Phillip Island, there’s no camp-

ing allowed (free or paid) in any area 
managed by Phillip Island Nature 
Parks.

“Phillip Island Nature Parks is a 
not-for-profit conservation organ-
isation managing Crown Land un-
der the Crown Lands (Reserves) Act 
1978. These regulations shape our 
conservation vision and activities,” 
a Nature Parks spokesperson ex-
plained.

“The coastal reserves managed 
by the Nature Parks are generally 
quite narrow. There is no space or 
infrastructure to accommodate free 
camping. It would have to come at 
the cost of wildlife habitat or a reduc-
tion in already limited car parking.”

Over summer, Nature Park rang-
ers regularly patrol the beaches and 
reserves.

“They travel the beaches daily to 
talk to and inform the community 
and visitors about how they can 
share the beaches and enjoy their 
visit, within the regulations.

“Our rangers are patrolling early 
in the morning and late at night – so 
our advice is if you don’t want to be 
moved on, book a site at one of the 
island’s many camping and caravan 
parks and enjoy the island responsi-
bly.”

Free camping and illegal activity 
such as fires and dumping of rub-
bish can be dangerous for wildlife 
and the environment through:

• Out of control or abandoned 
campfires

• Rubbish being dumped poten-
tially entangling wildlife or pollut-
ing beaches and waterways

• Human waste in reserves and on 
beaches

• Trampling of habitat damaging 
native vegetation and potentially 
collapsing burrows or disturbing 
breeding wildlife

• Disturbing other visitors or resi-
dents through noise or uncontrolled 
behaviour.

• Not following park regulations.
“The Nature Parks does not man-

age all of the car parks that adjoin 

its beaches and reserves, so it works 
closely with Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil and Victoria Police.”

Fines
In Bass Coast illegal campers can 

be issued with an on-the-spot fine of 
$300. If the infringement ended up 
in court, the magistrate could issue 
a fine of at least $1500.

Last summer, Council received 40 
complaints about illegal camping 
across the shire. So far this summer, 
Council has only received around 10 
complaints about illegal camping, 
however no fines have been issued.

Council urges anyone seeing 
camping in public areas to contact 
them on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or 
(03) 5671 2211. The number can be 
called 24 hours a day, and the after-
hours service provides an emergen-
cy response.

Officers will attend reports of ille-
gal camping whenever possible, and 
proactive patrolling of known high 
use and camping locations is also 
increased during summer.

A fortnight after being stolen, then returned, the signs promoting the 
market at Newhaven Primary School have been vandalised. Police are 
investigating.

No such thing as a free camp!

School’s signs hit again

Another weekend, another illegal camper. This time at the carpark of 
Dunvegan Road in Surf Beach. “Spotted at 6.30 am Saturday, January 
23,” said John Stapleton who sent in the photo.  “Avoided the bollards 
and ignored the sign,” he noted.
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There’s plenty of dust and traf-
fic on Shetland Heights Road, but 
no progress to address the issues 
raised by the local residents.

Bass Coast Shire Council said it is 
“well aware of the community’s con-
cerns” around the decision by the 
state government not to seal Shet-
land Heights Road as part of the new 
Junior Campus project in San Remo.

Last week, residents told the Ad-
vertiser the council had failed them, 
saying they didn’t believe it had ad-
vocated strongly on their behalf.

They were also upset at the lack of 
communication.

A spokesperson for the council 
said while they had not contacted 
the residents in the past week, they 
were in regular contact with the 
community members who wanted 
Shetland Heights Road upgraded.

The residents of Shetland Heights 
Road have campaigned for many 
years. The campaign included sub-
mitting a petition to council in 2019 
showing 70 per cent of residents 
supported a special charge scheme, 

which saw the project move from 
the twenties to the second spot on 
the council’s priority list for urban 
road upgrades.

However residents say they have 
never seen designs or costings for 
the road upgrade. They also say the 
consultation council promised in 
2019 never happened.

Funds were not allocated in the 
2019/20 budget for the project, and 
nothing is provided for the upgrade 
in Council’s long term financial plan.

No plans
In response to criticism from resi-

dents at council’s lack of action on 
the road project, the council spokes-
person said: “While there are no 
immediate plans for Council to seal 
Shetland Heights Road or Potters 
Hill Road, options to upgrade these 
roads need to be considered in con-
junction with the new Secondary 
College design”.

“A future road upgrade will re-
quire community engagement 
which would take place once the 

school detailed design and traffic 
studies are known.”

The spokesperson also said Coun-
cil didn’t know of any traffic studies 
by the state government as part of 
their decision to locate the campus 
in San Remo.

“At this stage, Council is unaware 
of any traffic projections or impact 
studies and a future road design 
needs to be informed by the school’s 
catchment and traffic projections.”

However according to Regional 
Roads Victoria (RRV) and the De-
partment of Transport, the Depart-
ment of Education and Training has 
done independent traffic investiga-
tions.

According to RRV, the current 
right turning lane is suitable for 
buses, based on the results of the 
Department’s traffic studies.

“The Department of Transport will 
continue to assist the Department of 
Education and Training Victoria in 
assessing the safety of bus and other 
school traffic associated with the 
new campus,” said Gippsland Direc-

tor, Sara Rhodes-Ward.
RRV is also currently working on 

a traffic plan for San Remo, includ-
ing installing traffic lights at Back 
Beach Road.

It appears unlikely the plan will be 
adjusted to include any upgrades to 
Shetland Heights Road or improve-
ments to the intersection of Potters 
Hill and Phillip Island roads.

No permit required
Establishing roads and ensur-

ing traffic management plans are 
in place for new developments is 
usually part of a planning permit 
process, but the state government 
doesn’t need a planning permit for 
the new campus.

Bass Coast Shire Council con-
firmed the Victorian School Build-
ing Authority (VSBA) is not re-
quired to obtain a planning permit 
for the new school.

“However Council officers have 
been advocating to the VSBA to 
achieve the best infrastructure 
outcomes for the future school and 

San Remo community,” the council 
spokesperson said.

“Council has also advocated 
strongly to State Government Min-
isters regarding the need for road 
upgrades to allow safe access to a 
future school. The road safety and 
access to surrounding streets and 
the Phillip Island Tourist Road is 
also of utmost importance.”

With local MP Jordan Crugnale 
last week reiterating any upgrade 
of Shetland Heights Road was the 
responsibility of Bass Coast Shire 
Council, it appears the advocacy 
has been falling on deaf ears at 
Spring Street.

With construction due to begin 
next month, residents are bracing 
for the worst.

“In the interim we are implement-
ing some traffic calming measures 
and working with Rural Roads 
Victoria to lower the speed limit on 
Shetland Heights Road,” the council 
spokesperson said.

Traffic calming measures can in-
clude speed humps and chicanes.

Preliminary designs and a site 
plan for the new Junior Secondary 
Campus in San Remo have been re-
leased.

The school will be located on land 
at the intersection of Potters Hill 
and Shetland Heights roads.

Member for Bass, Jordan Crug-
nale said construction of the new 
facility was set to get underway in 
the coming weeks.

The new campus will be a Year 
7-9 junior campus for Wonthaggi 
Secondary College, attended by stu-
dents from San Remo, Phillip Island 
and the Waterline district.

The site plan released by Ms 
Crugnale shows the location of an 
administration building, library, 
classrooms and separate specialist 
and innovation buildings.

The school will also include a 
competition-grade gym and spaces 
for food technology, music and per-
forming arts.

The campus also includes a foot-
ball oval and outdoor sports courts.

“The new campus will be located 
on Potters Hill Road in San Remo, 
with SJ Higgins appointed as the 
builder,” Ms Crugnale said.

“It has been specifically designed 
with an on-site pick-up that directs 
exiting traffic to turn right up Pot-
ters Hill Road, sending traffic to the 
Philip Island Road, reducing any 
need for school traffic on Shetland 
Heights Road.

“Council has nevertheless re-
quested that the VSBA seals Shet-
land Heights Road, and provide a 
roundabout, as part of the school 
development,” continued Ms Crug-
nale.

“The VSBA has responded that 
the upgrade of Shetland Heights 
Road is for Council to fund and 
manage as needed. Municipal roads 
are the responsibility of municipal 
councils.”

Disbelief
The decision by the government 

not to seal Shetland Heights Road 
has been met with anger and disbe-
lief by local residents.

Fritzie Barrowcliffe, a spokesper-
son for the residents of Shetland 
Heights Road, said they will con-
tinue to lobby all levels of govern-
ment, as it was “unacceptable” not 
to upgrade the road.

“Did people who wanted the 
school to be in San Remo expect it 
to be at the end of two dirt roads?”

Poor visibility, lack of drainage, 
no footpaths or bike paths and 

clouds of dust are issues for anyone 
using the road.

“This isn’t an ordinary road,” she 
said.

“It’s a secondary road used by the 
public. Do they seriously think they 
are going to bus 500 kids up and 
down Potters Hill Road?

“And what about local kids who 
want to walk or ride to school?”

Residents have criticised the gov-
ernment for its lack of consultation 
with the local community, who they 
say will be directly impacted by the 
location and design of the new cam-
pus.

The school is scheduled to open in 
2022.

The preliminary designs can also 
be viewed online at www.school-
buildings.vic.gov.au/schools/Pages/
WonthaggiSecondaryCollegeJu-
niorCampusSanRemo.aspx

Progress at standstill on Shetland Heights Road

Finally, after six years, there ap-
pears to be progress on the wetland 
at the Shoalhaven Estate in Cowes.

Since 2014, local residents have 
been questioning when the prom-
ised wetland on the corner of Settle-
ment and Justice roads would ever 
be completed.

Part of the project included a foot-
path that would link the existing 
pathways and provide a safe route for 
pedestrians along Settlement Road.

The first section of the footpath, 
running from Justice Road to the 
start of the wetlands was completed 
last year.

Now the path extends halfway 
through the wetland site.

Bass Coast Shire Council con-
firmed the developer, the Lauders 
Group, has advised the path will be 
completed within four weeks.

The council spokesperson said 
the developer had an approved de-
sign for the wetland and advised 
work had started last week.

“The first step is to treat the water 
in order to reduce the sediment flow 
into Westernport when the exist-
ing dam is emptied. This will occur 
within a week.

“The developer has advised all 
works will be completed by March 
31, 2021.”

A similar promise was made in 
February 2020.

Back then, the Lauders Group 
advised Council the project was 
“likely to be completed” that sum-
mer, with landscaping occurring in 
April 2020.

That did not happen.
Roy Brooks lives near the estate 

and wasn’t surprised to see another 
year pass without progress.

He said there needed to be a fi-
nancial deterrent in place, so there 
was an incentive for the developers 
to “get off their backsides” and com-
plete the project.

Melbourne Water holds a bond 
from the Lauders Group for the wet-
land project and had previously ad-
vised Lauders were required to pro-
vide proper drainage facilities as a 
condition of their planning permit.

Last week, a spokesperson for 
Melbourne Water said staff had met 

with the developer and contractors 
on site late last year to discuss the 
progress of the wetland.

“We plan to make another site in-
spection before the end of summer 
to check on what works have been 
undertaken.

“We have requested the developer 
provide a program of works for the 
wetlands as soon as possible.”

However the spokesperson reiter-
ated Melbourne Water had no con-
trol over the timeline of the project, 
saying “the timeline for the comple-
tion of the subdivision and the wet-
lands is a matter for the developer”.

Unsecured
As well as attracting the ire of 

residents for failing to deliver the 
promised wetland, the developers 
were fined in 2019 for failing to se-
cure the site and clean up the area.

Despite this, when the Advertiser 
visited last week, the site fencing 
was open, providing easy access to 
the area.

Local children carrying skate-
boards told the Advertiser they 
frequently played there, and bike 
tracks and jumps have been created 
next to the dam.

Council said they had received a 
report of long grass on the property 
and an officer would inspect the site 
“in regard to the fencing, to see if 
further action needs to be taken”.

Cr Michael Whelan said he would 
follow up on the state of the site and 
the project’s progress.

Last October he described the 
state of the site as “unacceptable”.

“Not surprisingly for a proposed wet-
land there is a lot of water on the site 
and there’s nothing to stop children 
from getting into it, so it is also a seri-
ous safety issue,” he said at the time.

“This was promised in 2014 and 
delays of this order are what give 
developers a bad name – overprom-
ise and underdeliver. When will the 
people who have bought land and 
built there in good faith get their 
wetland?

“It is time for the developer to de-
liver on their undertakings. There 
should be no more excuses, it is time 
for completion.”

A glimpse of new campus

Painfully slow progress  
at Shoalhaven wetlandAn artist impression of the front approach for the new campus which is 

located at the intersection of Potters Hill and Shetland Heights roads in 
San Remo.

With the site not properly secured, local children skateboard in the area 
and have created bike trails and jumps near the wetlands.

The site plan for the new Junior Secondary Campus shows the location of buildings and sports facilities, 
as well as drop-off and parking areas along Potters Hill Road.
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Interiors inspired by nature
Specialising in residential properties, Jenni 
Robin, owner of Jenni Robin Interior Designs, 
thoroughly enjoys designing kitchens and 
bathrooms, as well as family rooms and home 
offi  ces.    
‘After the birth of her fi rst child, and with over a 
decade of industry experience under her belt, 
Jenni launched her home business in 2019.’ 
“Living near a nature reserve, I relish in the fl ora 
and fauna that is at my doorstep, it keeps me 
grounded and I often fi nd inspiration from the 
natural bush that surrounds me.” says Jenni of 
the perks in running a home business. 
A big believer in the importance of buying 
local, she also recommends having a special 
reclaimed piece in your home that has had a 
previous life, as it brings such joy and wonder to 
any space.  
“I enjoy specifying Australian design pieces 
for my projects. With 2020 and the diffi  culties 
of importing, locally made pieces were often 
available within better lead times and quality is 
wonderful.”

Phone:  0401 757 454
Email:  studio@jennirobin.com 
Website:  jennirobin.com

Breakfast and lunch delivered to you.
From burgers and wraps to sandwiches and smoothies, Island Eats makes life easier by delivering 
anywhere on the Island and San Remo.
After two years operating with a shopfront in Thompson Avenue, the pandemic prompted owner 
Meagan Hollings to rethink before signing a new lease.
“Once Covid hit, I realised how supported I was by the locals. They love what we off er and didn’t 
want to see us close,” says Meagan.
Bolstered by local support, Meagan knew the best decision for Island Eats was to bring it home 
with her.
“I had the space at home to set up a commercial kitchen, so it just made sense in the end.”
Meagan cites not having to commute nor fi nd rent, along with seeing her kids all the time as her 
favourite aspects of working from home.
All food and coff ee is delivered for free with a minimum $15 spend.
Next time you’re hungry, give Island Eats a call, or order through Menulog.

Phone: 5956 7249

Island Eats

Friendly, aff ordable 
design service.
Whether it’s a one-room 
makeover, a new bathroom, a 
full renovation or a new build, 
Phillip Island Interiors can of-
fer advice and specifi cations 
for colours and fi nishes.
Based on Phillip Island and 
servicing the Bass Coast, 
Alicia Miran-Khan works closely with you to create a look that maximises the functionality of 
your space. She can also help manage meeting trades, getting quotes and keeping work on 
schedule.
Unable to run her cleaning business during lockdown, Alicia took the leap and put her design 
skills and qualifi cations to work, setting up her offi  ce at home.
She says the perks of running a home business are the little things; being able to walk the dogs 
when the sun is shining and managing the never-ending washing pile.
“And let’s face it, working at home with my dogs 
at my feet is always a highlight.“
Whilst Alicia has been kept busy, with colour consulting proving most popular, she stresses the 
importance of investing in a designer during the early stages of a renovation/build to achieve a 
holistic fl ow within your home.

Mobile: 0407 056 526Facebook and Instagram: phillipislandinteriors

Jenni Robin Interior Design

Island Dreams Slumber parties
Make your child’s party dreams come true!
Island Dreams is a teepee party hire company delivering magical and memorable sleepover 
parties around Phillip Island and the Bass Coast.
With 20 years experience as a digital illustrator, Lauren decided to muster her design skills 
and passion for kids’ parties to start a business she could run from home.
During lockdown, Lauren got busy designing, sourcing and making everything required for 
her post-Covid launch. She now has six teepee themes to choose from: Unicorn Utopia, Ice 
Cream Dreams, Boho, Welcome to the Jungle (Boy & Girl variations), and Harry Potter – with 
two more themes coming soon.
“I love what I’m doing,” says Lauren.
“Working from home has allowed me the fl exibility to spend more time with my family. I’ve 
found something I love to do, so it doesn’t even feel like work.”
With her website still under construction, contact Lauren via email or social media to 
discuss your child’s party.

Facebook and Instagram:  islanddreamsparties
Email : hello@islanddreamsparties.com.au

Phillip 
Island 
Interiors

Clothing with good vibes.
Designed around a love for surfi ng, skateboarding, 
beach days and good vibes, Sand ‘n Salt Kids off ers 
stylish threads for toddlers, kids, youth and adults. 
Each item is made to order and personally designed 
and handprinted by owner Ashley Grimsey-Anderson.
After moving to Phillip Island in 2018, Ashley 
converted her spare room to a printing studio and 
launched her now very successful brand.
“I love being home with my kids whilst working,” said 
Ashley on the perks of running a home business.
“Thanks to my daily meditation and walks on the 
beach, I’ve found a really healthy work/life balance 
for me.“
Sand ‘n Salt kids clothing is durable, comfortable and 
ethically sourced. Currently busy with her new vintage 
range selling fast online, Ashley recommends allowing 
one to three weeks for orders to be handmade and 
posted. Pick up is available if you live locally.

Facebook and Instagram: sandnsaltkids
Website:  sandnsaltkids.com

Sand n Salt Kids

ISLAND 
EATS

BREAKFAST
• Raisin toast $4.0 with jam $4.5 

• Bacon & egg sandwich  $6.0

• Bacon & egg roll  $7.0 

• Brekkie burger  $8.0 
 bacon, egg, cheese, 
 hash brown & sauce 

• Breakfast wrap  $9.5
 bacon, scrambled eggs, 
 hash brown,cheese,spinach,
 tomato & sauce

• Veggie wrap  $9.0
 scrambled eggs, hash brown,
 cheese, tomato, spinach,
 mushrooms & sauce

CROISSANTS
• Jam $4.0
• Cheese $5.0 
• Cheese & tomato $5.3
• Ham & cheese $6.5
• Ham, cheese & tomato $6.8
• Ham, cheese, tomato & onion $7.0
• Chicken & cheese $6.5
• Chicken, cheese & pineapple $7.5

TOASTIES
• Cheese $4.5
• Cheeses & tomato $4.8
• Ham & cheese $6.0
• Ham, cheese & tomato $6.3
• Chicken & cheese $6.0
• Chicken, cheese, pineapple & onion $7.3
• Salami, cheese, pineapple & capsicum $7.5

SMOOTHIES
Choose from the following 
or create your own  All $7.5
• Banana • Blueberry 
• Strawberry • Raspberry
• Mango • Passionfruit
• Mango, Banana & Passionfruit
• Banana & Mixed Berries
• Banana & Strawberry

JUICES
Medium $7.0   Large $8.0
• Beetroot, Carrot, Apple, Pineapple, 
 Celery & Ginger 

• Apple Pineapple & Watermelon
• Cantelope, Watermelon & Orange

• Celery, Carrot, Beetroot, Apple & Ginger
• Celery, Carrot, Beetroot & Orange

A
SK
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S 

ABOUT OUR DAILY SPECIALS

BR
EA

KFA
ST FROM 6AM

COFFEE
Small $4.0  Medium $4.5  Large $5.0

• Cappucino • Latte • Short Black

• Long Black • Macchiato • Mocha 

• Hot Chocolate

• Iced Coffe $7.5

• Iced Chocolate $7.5

TEA
All $3.5

• English Breakfast • Cammomile • Green
• Peppermint • Earl Grey 

PHONE ORDERS 03 5952 5065
1 1 7 - 1 3 3  T H O M P S O N  A V E ,  C O W E S

ISLAND EATS Add an extra 

• Honey 50¢ 
• Soy Milk 50¢ 
• Protein Powder $2.0

MILKSHAKES
Small $6.0  Large $6.5  Malt extra 50¢

• Chocolate • Caramel • Strawberry

• Banana • Lime • Blue Heaven
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www.phillipislandfn.com.au OPEN 7 DAYS    
60 Thompson Ave, Cowes  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

For sale  
– expressions of interest
190 The Esplanade, Surf Beach
This highly sought after property deliv-
ers the views and idyllic lifestyle that 
people dream about. This Foreshore 
position allotment allows you to be on 
the beach within minutes. Build your 
dream and enjoy the 180 degree water 
views and the ever changing vista. This 
large allotment 954sqm allows for 
subddivision potential (STCA) or simply 
leave as is.

WHEN ONLY THE BEST VIEW WILL DO

For sale $649,000
5 Birdwood Avenue, Cowes
This well presented property is in an 
ideal location in a tree lined street 
within walking distance to all of Cowes 
amenities and beach front. The home 
sits on a large block of 910sqm which 
is perfect for future development 
potential (STCA) or simply leave it as is 
if you want the extra space. The house 
is perfect for beach holidays or ideal 
investment property the choice is yours.
Inspection by private appointment only.

For sale $629,000
2 Seascape Avenue, Cowes
This original beach house is perfect for 
beach access and enjoying all Cowes 
has to offer, Set over a single level with 
high ceilings and polished floor boards, 
also peace of mind as electrical safety 
switched have been up graded. Enjoy 
this quiet location with family and 
friends. 

STEP BACK IN TIME

URGENTLY NEED PROPERTIES FOR SALE
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ROOM TO MOVE

Everyone in the commu-
nity is encouraged to get 
tested for COVID-19 to help 
contain the spread of the 
virus.

You should be tested if you 
display even the mildest Co-
vid symptoms including: fe-
ver, chills or sweats, cough, 
sore throat, shortness of 
breath, runny nose, or loss 

of sense of smell or taste.
Everyone who is tested is 

required to self-isolate un-
til test results are received. 
Waiting times for test re-
sults may take 2-3 days.

Cowes:
• Phillip Island Health Hub 

(24 hours a day). Call 5951 
2100. To avoid delays, the 

quickest time for testing will 
be before 8am and after 8pm.

Wonthaggi Hospital 
Drive Thru Clinic:

• 9am – 4pm daily.
You can also book a test 

with Wonthaggi Medical 
Group, Monday to Friday 
from 1pm – 5pm. Please 
book online or phone 0492 
036 568.

People should phone their 
doctor or the Coronavirus 
hotline on 1800 675 398 if 
their symptoms get worse.

Take the test The state government has 
raised the number of people al-
lowed to attend private gather-
ings to 30.

The number was reduced to 15 
following the outbreak in NSW, 
but with no community transmis-
sion in Victoria for several weeks, 
the restrictions have been eased.

However, restrictions on wear-
ing masks remain in place.

Masks must be worn in supermar-
kets, hospitals, domestic fl ights, 
airports, public transport, taxis and 
other large indoor retail locations, 
including shopping centres.

It is recommended you carry 
a mask with you whenever you 
leave the house in case you en-
counter a situation where you 
cannot physically distance.

Areas in NSW and Queensland 
have been reclassifi ed, chang-
ing the permit requirements for 
travellers entering Victoria. Visit 
the DHHS website for the latest 
information.

After being named Bass Coast Citizen of the 
Year and Regional Achiever of the Year, Mat 
Bowtell isn’t resting on his laurels.

There’s a busy year ahead for the team at Free 
3D Hands.

Covid restrictions easing means important 
collaborations for future projects are back on 
track, and Mat is focused on developing a bi-
onic arm.

Until now, Free 3D Hands has made devices 
for people missing a hand from below the wrist.

The new project is a design for people missing 
a hand and arm from below the elbow.

“The new design is fully bionic, whereas pre-
viously our hands were a body-powered device, 
made very cheaply.”

With the new design, Mat hopes to revolutio-
nise the bionic arm fi eld, by making the arm 
from readily available parts.

“A bionic arm can cost between $40,000 and 
$60,000,” explained Mat.

“I’m trying to make it with less than $100 in 
parts.”

This month a bio-medical engineer is com-
ing down from Melbourne to help Mat work on 
developing the new arm, providing his services 
pro-bono.

The engineer, along with a group of students 
from Melbourne University will help with cod-
ing for the software in the design.

Mat described the project as “very ambitious, 
but I’ve got great people on board.”

The challenge is to design an arm able to fi t 

all the affordable components.
“We’ve got all the coding and all the elec-

tronic components. Now I have to design it to 
fi t inside.”

Once again, children are the focus of the new 
project.

“Most bionic arms are adult size, but we’re try-
ing to make one for a 10-year-old child,” Mat said.

“Even a simple bionic arm costs about 
$30,000, which is hard to justify for a child who 
will grow out of it so quickly.

“I’m trying to push technology and bring the 
cost of the components down, to make it more 
accessible.”

A custom-made bionic arm creates specifi c 
sized components to fi t, which adds to the cost.

Mat’s project is looking at a way to design an 
arm to fi t around already available components.

“It’s diffi cult to use existing parts and make 
them work well with eachother.

“That’s the challenge, but it’s worth it.”
Once the design is fi nalised, Mat said it will 

be released open source, to allow others to cre-
ate the arm.

Since releasing the design for his kinetic 
hand in October, it has been downloaded over 
2500 times.

The hands are now being made in countries 
around the world.

“There’s even a charity in Thailand that is 
making them for people with leprosy.”

Mat said Free 3D Hands will also be releasing 
more of their designs open source in 2021.

Restrictions continue to ease

Free 3D Hands is now trying to design a bionic hand and arm from readily available 
components, to make them affordable for children. The challenge is fi tting the existing 
components into the small hand.

What lies ahead for Free 3D Hands?

A QUICK ROUNDUP OF NEWS, VIEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

SHORT STACK

New Startup Gippsland program launched
Applications are open for the latest Tech 

Startup Skills program, to help local entrepre-
neurs engage with new technology.

The program is a six-month course of inten-
sive mentorship and support.

The Tech Startup Skills Incubator is open to 
founders who have an idea for an app or soft-
ware solution, or have a problem they’re pas-
sionate about in their industry or community 
that can be addressed with a technology-based 
solution.

The Startup Gippsland Tech Startup Skills In-
cubator will run from March to September 2021. 
Applications for the program close on January 
29. www.startupgippsland.com.au/program/

Local History grants
A $350,000 round of the state government’s 

Local History Grants Program has opened.
Historians and community groups can apply 

for up to $15,000 for projects to preserve, re-
cord and share local history.

Applications close on March 9. Find out more 
at prov.vic.gov.au

Resources for school leavers
The Your Career website includes a range of 

resources focused on school leavers.
Graduates have free access to direct support 

from qualifi ed career practitioners through the 
School Leavers Information Service (Call 1800 
CAREER).

School leavers can also access free or low-

fee training in areas of identifi ed skills needs 
through the new JobTrainer program. For more, 
visit yourcareer.gov.au/

Waste funding
As part of the Recycling Victoria action plan, 

Councils, not-for-profi ts and community organ-
isations are encouraged to apply for grants of 
between $25,000 and $250,000 for projects 
like repair sheds, communal gardens and tool 
libraries.

For more information visit vic.gov.au/trans-
forming-recycling-victoria or to apply for a 
grant, go to sustainability.vic.gov.au/grants-
and-funding.

Regions funding
The latest round of the Building Better Regions 

Fund (BBRF) has opened to support tourism-re-
lated and community infrastructure.

The guidelines can be found at www.business.
gov.au/bbrf. Applications close on March 5.

War on weeds
Bass Coast Shire received $18,452 from the 

state government to fi ght invasive weeds.
Rural roadsides are a ready means for invasive 

plants to spread throughout Victoria, and this 
funding helps the council continue the work to 
prevent their spread.

To fi nd out more about the Roadside Weeds and 
Pests Program visit www.localgovernment.vic.
gov.au/funding-programs/roadside-weeds-and-
pest-management

The number of people allowed to attend private gather-
ings has been increased to 30, however masks must 
still be warn in public areas such as supermarkets, 
hospitals, public transport and shopping centres.
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Service Agent for Daikin & All Major Brands 
Commercial & Domestic Refrigeration & Air Conditioning

Licensed Split System Installer 
Sales, Installation and Service of ALL  Major Brands

AH’S COMMERCIAL BREAKDOWN EXPERT AFTER SALES SERVICE

COASTAL COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

UNIT 1, 31 THE CONCOURSE  COWES  VICTORIA 3922
T: 03 5952 2300  F: 03 5952 2733
jeremy@archisign.com.au

PRODUCTION & ADMINISTRATION
CLIENT COASTAL REFRIGERATION
PROJECTREBRAND

ARCHITECTURAL+ACCESS SIGNAGE
SIGNchi

COASTAL COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

Refrigerant Trade Auth No: AU 22840 - PI 48651
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Rick North  Phone: 5678 5190
Servicing Phillip Island & Surrounding Areas  Factory 1, 60 Genista St, San Remo

COOL IT

Coastal Refrigeration and Aircondition-
ing is a locally owned and operated business 
with over 30 years’ experience in the trade 
and more than 20 years in the Bass Coast 
area.

Proprietors Rick and Deb North offer ex-
pert service and advice to all their customers.

Supplying and installing Daikin air con-
ditioning as a fully authorised dealer with 
extensive experience, Rick and the team are 
fully qualified technicians with full Austra-
lian Refrigeration Council (ARC) licencing.

Using an authorised dealer guarantees all 
aspects of your air conditioning needs, from 
sales installation to maintenance and repair, 
will be taken care of.

“We don’t just install. We offer mainte-
nance and repair in all areas of refrigeration 
and air-conditioning,” Rick and Deb said.

“We pride ourselves on our after sales 
commitment to our customers.”

Stay in control
Choosing the right air conditioning so-

lution will turn your home into an oasis of 
comfort, all day, every day.

Daikin’s advanced air conditioning tech-
nology and an array of smart features means 
that you can enjoy much more than just 
cooling and heating. You have the ultimate 
in temperature control, quality air, cost-sav-
ings and have a sleek contemporary design 
whichever system you choose.

Rick and his team can be relied on to give 
expert advice when it comes to selecting the 
right unit for your job.

The Daikin range offers both cooling and 
heating options, including split system, 
multi-split and ducted air conditioning sys-
tems, depending on whether you wish to con-
trol the temperature in just a few rooms or 
throughout your entire home.

With plenty of warm weather still ahead, 
you can have peace of mind knowing Dai-

kin’s reverse cycle technology is extremely 
energy efficient.

For allergy and asthma sufferers, Daikin 
split systems offer an extra level of assur-
ance.

Designed with an air-purifying filter, with 
many models fitted with a more advanced 
Titanium Air-Purifying filter, Daikin split 
systems carry the blue butterfly symbol – 
approved by the National Asthma Council 

Australia’s Sensitive Choice® program.
Talk to Rick, Deb and the team at Coastal 

Air Conditioning. They can be relied on to 
give expert advice on the best product to suit 
all your cooling and heating needs.

Coastal Refrigeration and Airconditioning is a fully authorised dealer supplying and installing Daikin air conditioning.

Transform your home into an oasis
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Council Update

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903 Wonthaggi | PO Box 118, Wonthaggi 
VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or via the National Relay Service (for people with speech 
or hearing difficulties) on 13 36 77 | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au   | www.basscoast.vic.gov.au  

Community Grants Information Sessions
Do you have a question about Council's Community Grants Program? Not sure how to 
apply? Is your proposed project eligible? What is SmartyGrants?
Then come along to an online Information Session and find out more. You don't even have 
to leave your house!
Sessions are being held at:
• 9.30am on Wednesday, 3 February 2021
• 2.00pm on Monday, 8 February 2021

Registrations are essential. Please advise which session you would like to attend when you 
register and then you will be forwarded a link to the session prior to the day. To register 
please contact our Community Grants and Projects Officer, Shirley Egan on 0435 205 816 or  
email grantenquiry@basscoast.vic.gov.au.

WIN AN
IPAD AIR

YOU COULD

NOT A MEMBER? JOIN ONLINE TO

DOUBLE YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

HAVE YOUR SAY SURVEY

ENTER ONLINE
WGRLC.VIC.GOV.AU

Terms&Conditionsapply. Competition opentoresidentsandratepayersofBassCoastShire,

BawBawShire&SouthGippslandShireandends3February2021at5pm.For full terms&conditionsvisit:

https://www.wgrlc.vic.gov.au/competitions/community-engagement-survey-competition fordetails

The developer of a $6 million 
complex on Marine Parade in San 
Remo, has applied for a permit to 
amend the plans.

The proposal for a four-storey, 
22-apartment complex with four re-
tail shops at 131-133 Marine Parade 
was given the green light by VCAT 
last year, after it was rejected by 
Bass Coast Shire Council in 2019.

The developer has now submitted 
a new planning permit application.

The new planning permit seeks 
approval to add an upper fl oor liv-
ing space on the roof of the building, 
as well as adding a basement below 
the retail section of the complex.

The rooftop extension is for one 
apartment and comprises of a living 
room and deck area – a total space 
of 151m2.

Underneath the retail area, the 
developer wants to add stacker pits 
and a basement area of 345m2, to 
provide storage.

If successful, the amendment 
means the complex will be fi ve-
storey, although the accompanying 
letter said the rooftop extension 
will be “mostly concealed from the 
public view due to its location in the 
centre of the building”.

The application says the proposed 
amendments will provide “positive 
outcomes”, as they do not require 
additional car parking, will not af-
fect vehicle or pedestrian move-
ment, and do not change the devel-
opment at street level.

Chris Johnstone from Jardine 
Jonstone said it was not usual for 
large developments to need amend-
ments, given the time that elapses 
between the initial proposal and the 
fi nal approval.

Lodging this additional planning 
permit application does not impact 
on the approval of the original per-
mit delivered by VCAT in February 
2020.

The original proposal attracted 
strong criticism from councillors 
and objectors.

Concerns included the request for 
a reduction in parking spaces, use of 
car stackers, and the building height.

However, this new amendment is 
not an opportunity to object to the 
entire proposal. Submissions can 
only address the proposed amend-
ments.

Council has advised the applica-
tion will only be heard at a council 
meeting if a certain number of ob-
jections are received, or if the appli-
cation is called in.

If the amendment is not approved 
by Council, the developer may 
choose to go to VCAT.

Plans are available on the Bass 
Coast Shire website and submis-
sions on the amendment can be 
made to the council until February 3.

Block in disarray
The developer has recently been 

criticised for failing to properly se-
cure and clean up the site of the pro-

posed complex, which is overgrown 
with weeds.

Bass Coast Shire Council con-
fi rmed offi cers had inspected the 
site and issued a “notice to com-
ply” to the owner on December 21 
last year, requesting that grass and 
weeds be cleared by January 11, 
2021.

Yet by the long weekend, only 
a section of the block had been 
mowed, with the remainder of the 
land still overgrown.

Rubbish and debris were still vis-
ible around the site.

A spokesperson for council said 
the owner had not advised when the 
site would be cleared.

“Council will reinspect the prop-
erty within the next week and if the 
works have not been completed, the 
property owner will receive an in-
fringement notice and Council will 
arrange for the appropriate work to 
be carried out.”

One resident said the block posed 
a signifi cant safety risk and fellow 
traders told the Advertiser they had 
approached the developer to secure 
the block properly and even tied the 
fence back up themselves.

As well as being overgrown, with 
grass and weeds growing several 
feet high, residents said there was 
a large hole at the front “the size of 
an Olympic pool and a few metres 
deep”.

“If a kid got in there, it could be a 
disaster.”

A fresh start to the new year

Bass Coast Shire Council has re-
placed the fl oor at the Phillip Island 
Early Learning Centre.

The work was done during the 
Christmas school break, to avoid 
disrupting the service.

New fl ooring was installed through 
the facility, funded as part of the 
council’s capital works program.

The Inverloch and District Pre-
school was also renovated.

Bass Coast Shire Council Mayor, 
Cr Brett Tessari said that the sum-

mer holidays provide an excellent 
opportunity to get important up-
grades completed.

“These projects will help ensure 
delivery of Council’s adopted Com-
munity Service Levels for Commu-
nity Health and complement similar 
projects within the Shire recently 
completed under the Building and 
Open Space Renewal Program, 
in response to customer requests 
received from local residents and 
groups,” Cr Tessari said.

By West Gippsland 
Regional Libraries

Whether you choose 
to make New Year reso-
lutions or not, every 
January feels like a new 
beginning. Although 
you may not have con-
sidered it, your library 
could be the ideal place 
to help you start achiev-
ing some of your goals 
for the year ahead.

Reading is often a 
popular goal for many 
of us. WG Libraries has 
thousands of e-books, e-
audiobooks and e-mag-
azines at your fingertips. 

The online convenience means 
they’re available when you are – just 
download the app and you’re on your 
way. Whether it’s on your way to 
work, while you’re out taking a walk 
or unwinding in the evening – reading 
can fit conveniently into your lifestyle!

For those that prefer a good pa-
perback, it’s easy to find something 
that interests you with the entire 
WG Libraries’ catalogue available to 
browse online. 

It includes access to half of the 
public libraries in the state, through 
the Libraries Victoria network. Sim-
ply place any item on hold and it’s 
sent to your local branch to collect 
during opening hours.

If you’re supporting children with 
their goals, WG Libraries’ kid’s apps 
and other online resources are great 
for kids to help raise their skill levels 
and keep them entertained.

For many, study or career goals are 
your focus this year. 

There are hundreds of on-demand 
short courses and research tools 
available free with your WG Librar-
ies membership. 

Perfect to help you discover your 

West Gippsland Libraries has thousands of e-
books, e-audiobooks and e-magazines at your 
fingertips.

—   A D V E R T O R I A L   —

Happy new year and 
welcome to 2021!

New year, new fl oor

Despite the owner being given a deadline of January 11 to clean up the site, only half of the area has been 
mowed and rubbish and debris is clearly visible. The developer has now applied for a permit to amend the 
plans for the $6 million complex, increasing it to fi ve-storeys.

Changes to Marine Parade 
apartment design permit

path, boost your skills or just learn 
something new. For anyone cur-
rently job searching, there is also a 
series of short videos filled with tips 
and tricks from local professionals 
designed to help make applying for 
that job a little easier.

Perhaps your goal is just to learn 
how to use that phone, device, laptop 
or computer. For an introductory les-
son to get you up and running, book 
a tech talk for a 20-minute phone call 
from a library professional.

If health and wellbeing goals are 
your focus for 2021, the WG Libraries’ 
January mental health and wellbeing 
blog has some great tips on mindful-
ness and creating healthy habits.

And for those with any savings 
goals, every resource we’ve men-
tioned are all free resources included 
with your WG Libraries membership.

No matter what your goals are for 
2021, the best advice is to keep your 
goals small and simple. The more 
achievable they are, the more likely 
you are to keep them.

To find out more about WG Librar-
ies’ resources or to become a mem-
ber, visit: wgrlc.vic.gov.au
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Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

range available at www.local.clothing

wear. support. local.
10% of all sales donated locally each month

F A S H I O N

C O M M U N I T Y

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977
91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
Haircuts  |  Blowwaves  |  Sets  |  Colours

Perms  |  Eybrow & Eyelash tinting
Facial Waxing  |  Special Occasions

Pensioner Discounts
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The Phillip Island Specialists.

We are currently experiencing high demand  
for both sales and rental properties across Phillip Island.

Call today to arrange your free market appraisal.

52-54 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  
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F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

M A R K E T S

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   

New team 
New Stockdale

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

F O O D  &  D R I N K

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765
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Photo: Timo Balk

wildfoodfarm.com.au
30 Rhyll-Newhaven Road, Rhyll  |  0406 153 143  |    

C A F E 

S H O P

B U S H  B B Q

R A I N F O R E S T 
F U N C T I O N S•  P H I L L I P  I S L A N D  •

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060  |  0408 120 908

No weather problems - Crazy Golf is under cover!
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OPEN 7 DAYS
9AM – LATE
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5
5
9
9

L
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1
9
2
6

A DIRECTORY OF WHAT WE ARE!
FIND A CLUB I GROUP I CAFE 

ACCOMMODATION I PLAYGROUND

www.wearephillipisland.com.au Sail to French Island, a pristine, o the grid eco destination. 
Perfect for nature lovers, cyclists & walkers!

Sail to French Island, a pristine, o the grid eco destination. 

Hopon over
French Island and P

hillip Island

westernportferries.com.au or call 03 5257 4565

LK5811

Daily
Cruises

Seals Up close!
S E E  T H O U S A N D S  O F

facebook.com/sanremosupermarket

135 Marine Pde, San Remo, VIC 3925  Phone: 5678 5337 Fax: 5678 5756

Owned and operated by locals, 
San Remo IGA offers exceptional customer service, 

a wide range of groceries, fresh produce,  
fully stocked deli, onsite butchers and liquor

OPEN 8AM - 9PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK

LK
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ANEXT TO SAN REMO JETTY

170 Marine Pde, San Remo 5678 5206

FRESH LOCAL 
SEAFOOD
SCRUMPTIOUS 
FISH & CHIPS
& MORE

OPEN 7 DAYS10:30am-7pm

5952 6780
www.islandclipnclimb.com.au

   hello@islandclipnclimb.com.au
6-8 Industrial Way, Cowes

Don’t miss out on
the ULTIMATE

school holiday fun!
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Online bookings
ESSENTIAL 

Scenic Flights

Everyday

www.pih.com.au

Photo: Timo Balk
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Island HOLIDAY GUIDE

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

BOAT HIRE 
AVAILABLE!

CONTACT 
PHILLIP ISLAND 

MARINE ON 
5956 9238
14 Beach Road, Rhyll
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www.phillipislandfn.com.au OPEN 7 DAYS    
60 Thompson Ave, Cowes  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

FULLY 
SELF-CONTAINED  
HOLIDAY RENTALS 

AVAILABLE  
ALL YEAR ROUND

To view properties and availability go to  
www.phillipislandholidayhouses.com.au 

or call 03 59523922.
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10
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MELALEUCA LODGE AUXILIARY SUMMER BOOK SALE
Monday 28th December 2020 – 

Saturday 30th January 2021.
10am – 1pm, daily.

– Watchorn Road Cowes   
0437 949 029

MELALEUCA LODGE AUXILIARY SUMMER BOOK SALE
Gift Gift 

vouchers vouchers 

availableavailable LAST DAYSMonday 28th December 2020 – 

LAST DAYSMonday 28th December 2020 – 
Saturday 30th January 2021.

LAST DAYSSaturday 30th January 2021.
10am – 1pm, daily.LAST DAYS10am – 1pm, daily.

– Watchorn Road Cowes   LAST DAYS
– Watchorn Road Cowes   

AT Pical – 56-58 
Church Street, Cowes
30th December to 1st February

Open 10Am– 4PM Daily Closed 
Tuesday
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A

96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
phone: 03 5671 2470

Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

Misbehaviour [M]

The Witches [M]

The Dry [MA15+]

Dragon Rider [PG]

Wonthaggi
Cinema
JAN 27 - FEB 19

Booking Information
To purchase tickets online visit 

wonthaggiartscentre.com
or

In person at our Box O�ce, open 
Tuesday to Saturday - 10am - 4pm

Please view our COVID safe Guidelines at: 
www.wonthaggiartscentre.com

Wed 27        4:00pm
Fri 29         1:00pm

Wonder Woman 
1984 [M]

The Comeback Trail 
[MA15+]

The Croods: A New 
Age [PG]

Wed 27       10:00am
Thu 28       10:00am
Fri 29        7:00pm
Sat 30        7:00pm

Wed 27         1:30pm
Thu 28        4:00pm
Fri 29         10:00am
Sat 30          1:00pm

Wed 27          7:00pm
Thu 28        7:00pm
Fri 29        4:00pm
Sat 30           10:00am

Promising Young 
Woman [MA15+]

Superintelligence [PG]

Thu 28         1:30pm
Sat 30         4:00pm

Bass Coast Fine Film Group Returns with 
French film, How to be a Good Wife [M]

Sunday 7 February 4:00pm 

This latest o�ering from 
French director Martin 

Provost is set in the 
Alsace region in 1967 and 
follows the experience of 

Paulette following the 
sudden death of her 

husband.

Fri 5         1:00pm
Sat 6       10:00am
Sun 7              7:00pm
Fri 12        4:00pm
Open Caption

Sat 13       10:00am
Sun 14         1:00pm

Fri 5        4:00pm
Sat 6         1:00pm
Fri 12        7:00pm
Sat 13        4:00pm
Open Captions

Sun 14       10:00am
Fri 19        4:00pm

Fri 5        7:00pm
Sat 6        4:00pm
Sun 7        10:00am
Open Captions

Fri 12          1:00pm
Sat 13         1:00pm
Sun 14        7:00pm

Fri 5       10:00am
Sat 6        7:00pm
Sun 7         4:00pm
Fri 12       10:00am
Sat 13             7:00pm
Sun 14        4:00pm
Open Captions

There was a touch of glam-
our and a dash of pink, as the 
GLAMS made their first outing 
for 2021.

The group visited the French 
Island Winery (Mandalaye Park 
Estate) on Saturday, January 
23 to view plans for the future 
development of the property, 
sample some of the superb lo-
cal wines and enjoy a beautiful 
roast lunch.

The six GLAMS and their part-
ners joined a locally organised 
trip of 30-40 on a ferry across to 

French Island, before strolling 
three kilometres to the winery.

“We had an opportunity to 
walk around the grounds and 
were shown how they are go-
ing to develop the property for 
future events,” GLAMS’ Annie 
Hawley said.

“The ferry then collected us 
back at Tankerton Jetty and re-
turned to Phillip island.

“The GLAMS agree we are 
going to return for another visit 
and possible stayover when all 
is ready to accommodate us.”

Artists, art-lovers, council-
lors and supporters gathered 
at the Phillip Island Contempo-
rary Exhibition Space (PICES) 
Pop-Up Art Show to launch a 
video project featuring four vi-
sual artists from Bass Coast.

The project was part of a 
five-week series of pop up ex-
hibitions hosted by PICES.

The artists were interviewed 
about their experience of cre-
ating art during COVID-19 and 
how it affected both their prac-

tice and emotional wellbeing.
The featured artists were 

Susan Hall, painter and print-
maker; Pip Cleeland, painter 
and illustrator; Susan Brere-
ton, artist and photographer; 
and Steve Parker, painter and 

designer.
Along with the videos, a se-

lection of the artists’ work was 
displayed on the gallery walls.

The Pop Up exhibition at 
PICAL runs through until Feb-
ruary 1.

Glams return

GLAMS Jo Scholes, Diane Armour, Alison Fitzgerald (seated), 
Annie Hawley, Vicki Smith and Pam White (rear) enjoy their first 
outing of the year – a trip to a French Island winery.

Video project launched in style
Pip Cleeland, Painter and illustrator, one of the featured artists at 
the launch of the COVID-19 video project exhibition. Christine Ash – PICES Secretary with artist Susan Brereton

Matt Schulte – Videographer, Bass Coast Media, with Catherine 
Robinson – Exhibition Curator and Susan Hall - Painter and print 
maker at the launch of the COVID-19 video project exhibition.

John Adam - ex president of the Artists’ Society of Phillip Island 
with Mayor, Cr Brett Tessari.

Artists Pip Cleeland and Susan Hall, painter and print maker, with 
Sandra Peeters, President PICES, artist Susan Brereton and Jan 
Child CEO, Bass Coast Health

Margaret McCubbery - Vice President PICES, Christine Ash – Sec-
retary PICES, art lover Joanna Ash-Griffiths and Greg Thompson 
PICAL Manager with Molly-Rose Griffiths.

THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news
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6.30 - 9.30PM
Minimum four per lane  |   Every night over the school holidays

$20 UNLIMITED
BOWLING LAZER TAG AND TABLE TENNIS

5952 3977
SETTLEMENT ROAD,  COWES

PHILLIP ISLAND PHILLIP ISLAND 
TENPIN BOWLINGTENPIN BOWLING

A free class focusing on breathing and med-
itation started this month at Island Healing in 
Newhaven.

It will run on a weekly basis on a Monday 
night from 7.30-8.15pm and is open to anyone 
who is interested. Any age, any ability … ev-
eryone is welcome.

The class will be run by pharmacist and 
Oxygen Advantage teacher, Liam Murphy 
and Abbie Sherwood who has training in 
yoga and tai chi.

Liam said that after years of being a pharma-
cist he is shocked at how basic lifestyle elements 
are left out of modern, western healthcare.

He resolved to change this and during the 
second COVID lockdown upskilled and got 
qualified as a lifestyle medicine practitioner.

He is now putting these skills to use in this 

class that he is running alongside Abbie.
“The class will focus on the fundamentals 

and the science behind breathing and how to 
actually achieve deep breathing,” Liam said.

“The aim is for it to blend instruction and 
practice and for it to be for everyone.

“Even if you have experience in breathing 
and meditation, we want you to get something 
out of it,” Liam said.

Coming out of COVID-19 lockdowns, some 
of us may be carrying around some extra 
stress and not know how to manage it.

Liam believes the class could be a good way 
of taking time out and working some relax-
ation into your routine, saying deep breathing 
can be good for conditions like asthma and 
hypertension as well as for mental health and 
behavioral issues.

Local author Chris Flynn has been shortlist-
ed for the 2021 Indie Book Awards for his novel 
“Mammoth”.

One of four authors shortlisted in the Fiction 
section, he’s in prestigious company alongside 
Trent Dalton, Richard Flanagan and Craig Silvey

His fellow nominees have been shortlisted for 
numerous local and international awards and 
between them have won The Booker Prize, Vic-
torian Premier’s Prize, Australian Book Indus-
try Awards, and previous Indie Book Awards.

“It’s nice being up there alongside the big, 
proper authors,” said Chris.

“Flanaghan is a Booker Prize winner and a 
living legend in the Australian literary world. 
Craig Silvey wrote the much-loved Jasper 
Jones, and Trent Dalton is one of the most pop-
ular recent authors in Australia.

“Then there’s little me! To be on the shortlist, 
I feel like I’ve already won.”

He said the Indie Book Awards are particu-
larly special, as they’re voted on by the inde-
pendent bookstores around Australia.

“It’s quite an endorsement from people who 
are selling the book. It’s nice to be on this list, 
because it feels like it is genuinely judged by 
book sellers.”

“Mammoth” is Chris’ third novel.
Narrated by a 13,000-year-old extinct Amer-

ica mastodon, it tells the story of how the skull 
of a Tyrannosaurus bataar, a pterodactyl, a 
prehistoric penguin, the severed hand of an 
Egyptian mummy and the mammoth came to 
be on sale at a Manhattan auction in 2007.

Skipping across eras and continents, the sto-
ry covers historical events and scientific prog-
ress and also shines a light on man’s impact on 
the natural environment.

The book defied the odds, and the pandemic, 
when Chris decided to push ahead with the re-
lease date, despite the country going into lock-
down.

With bookstores closed and all the planned 
festival appearances on hold, it was a gamble.

“A lot of books postponed their release until 
later in the year, but we decided to go ahead 
and I’m so glad we did,” Chris said.

“Bookstores had something to sell and it 
was nice to give people something fun and 
interesting to read.

“It was the worst conditions to release a 
book in, but it’s been successful. We’ve had 
five reprints, so I think we did the right thing.”

He said he’s been humbled by the reception 
to the novel.

“It’s very hard in the publishing game to 
maintain interest in a book after it’s been 
released.

“Nearly a year after, for people to still be 

talking about the book and buying it, is re-
markable.

“And it’s such a strange book too. It’s not 
an obvious story – like a crime thriller set in 
a rural community. It’s about talking bones.

“It’s great that something as unique as that 
can find an audience.”

While being shortlisted for the Indie Book 
Awards is great publicity in itself, Chris is 
also hoping to finally be able to get out and 
promote “Mammoth” in person.

“Last year, I did events on zoom, but hope-
fully I’m going to travel to promote the book 
this year.

“I’m going to Perth on February 19, appear-
ing at the Perth Festival.

“It’s the biggest event I’ve ever done as an 
author. I’ve got my ticket booked, but the 
border is still closed.

“Hopefully the border will reopen in time 
for the trip … fingers crossed.”

And Chris’ fans will be please to know a 
new novel is on the way.

“I handed in my next book to my agent this 
morning,” he laughed.

“It’s going to the publisher next week and 
hopefully will be out next year.”

Despite the success of “Mammoth”, the 
new novel is not a talking bones sequel.

“It’s a book about an Alzheimer’s pandemic. 
Imagining what would have happened if in-
stead of Covid, we had something much worse.

“There’s evidence in monkeys of a virus 
that hardens tissues in the liver and some-
times in the brain – the equivalent of having 
about 10 years of Alzheimer’s in two weeks.

“It follows the stories of three different 
women trying to survive this plague, losing 
their personality, memory and ability to take 
care of themselves in two weeks.

“It’s kinda scary, but there’s humour as well.”
The Indie Book Awards category winners, 

and overall Book of the Year, will be an-
nounced at a virtual awards event on Mon-
day, March 22.

For more info on the Indie Book Awards 
visit www.indiebookawards.com.au

Liam Murphy and Abbie Sherwood are running free classes focusing on breathing and 
meditation at Island Healing in Newhaven, to help people shake off the stress of 2020  
and Covid.

Free relaxation class in Newhaven

Mammoth achievement: local author shortlisted for award

Phillip Island’s Chris Flynn has been shortlisted in the 2021 Indie Book Awards for his novel 
“Mammoth”, alongside acclaimed authors Trent Dalton, Richard Flanaghan and Craig Silvey.

THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news
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San Remo/Newhaven Lions club 
recently bid farewell to their longest 
serving member, Roma Caulfield.

Roma has moved to accommo-
dation in Warragul and her leav-
ing will be a loss not only to the 
club but also to many in the San 
Remo community.

Roma’s commitment to the Lions 
Club and the work they do in sup-
porting groups within the commu-
nity has been recognised by many 
over her forty years of service. 

This tireless contribution was re-
cently acknowledged by Lions Inter-
national when she was awarded the 
James D Richardson award, a high 
honour within Lions worldwide.

Roma has had many roles within 
the club. She was a long serving pres-
ident and secretary over her time. 

She involved herself in many 
community activities, from coor-
dinating the Lions Licola Camps 
for disadvantaged students, to 
mentoring students at Newhaven 
Primary school. 

She facilitated the Youth of The 
Year speaking competition for 
many years as well.

Roma ran bingo for the residents 
at Griffith Point Lodge over a num-
ber of years, who all looked forward 
to her funny antics during their 
Monday afternoon bingo sessions.

A familiar face selling tickets at 
the San Remo Hotel meat raffle 
nights, she also organised the Li-
ons Christmas raffle and actively 
worked in all other Lions fund 
raising ventures which donated 
money back into the community.

More than a hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars has found its 
way back into the San Remo com-
munity through Lions over the 
past twenty years and Roma made 
many contributions in raising 
those funds.

On a lighter note, one of Roma’s 
lasting impression on many will 
be her famous lemonade scones 
which she served at the annual 
Rotary Art Show. 

They were a hit with both locals 
and visitors to the show.

Always smiling and ready to roll 
her sleeves up, Roma Caulfield 
was an asset to the San Remo/
Newhaven Lions club and the San 
Remo community. 

She will be sadly missed. We 
wish her well in this next stage of 
her life.

San Remo/Newhaven Lions is 
currently seeking new members 
or volunteers to assist in our proj-
ects and would welcome any en-
quiries. For more information call 
Michael on 0432 115 334.

PICAL’s Rainbow Connection re-
turns this year, helping to provide 
positive connections and friendships 
for members of the local LGBTIQA+ 
community.

The Australian Human Rights 
Commission describes respect for 
human rights as the “cornerstone of 
strong communities in which every-
one can make a contribution and feel 
included”. 

Despite this local and global re-
search demonstrates LGBTIQA+ 
have poorer health outcomes than 
the general population because of the 
discrimination they experience, par-
ticularly their mental health. 

Seeking to address feelings of dis-
connection and isolation in our lo-
cal LGBTIQA+ community, PICAL 
formed “Rainbow Connect” in the 
later part of 2020.

The aim of the group is to provide 
opportunities for positive connec-
tions and friendships with like-mind-
ed adults in a safe space.

In an ongoing commitment to 
supporting diversity and inclusion, 
PICAL is delighted to be offering 
Rainbow Connect again in 2021.

Meetings include a welcoming 
BBQ, thought-provoking group dis-
cussions and guest presenters. The 
group is open to anyone residing in 
the Bass Coast region who identifies 
as LGBTIQA+ and is over the age of 
18.

Rainbow Connect runs fortnightly 
during school term on Wednesday 

nights, from February 3 at 7pm to 
8.30pm.

In addition to Rainbow Connect, 
PICAL is also hosting the newly 
formed Rainbow Allies Support 
Group.

Rainbow Allies offers a supportive 
space for the families and friends of 
those within the LGBTIQA+ communi-
ty. Attending this monthly group, par-
ticipants can connect with other par-
ents, carers, sibling and friends, who 
have people they care about in the rain-
bow community. The group encourag-
es supportive conversations and allows 
members to share stories and concerns 
with others who have LGBTIQA+ fam-
ily members and friends.

Rainbow Allies is held through-
out 2021 on the second Wednesday 
of each month, from February 10 at 
7pm to 8pm.

Both groups are facilitated by Lin-
da Wilson, an experienced and quali-
fied counsellor and psychotherapist. 
Linda lives within the Bass Coast 
Shire and identifies as a member of 
the LGBTIQA+ community. For any 
enquires, or to register your interest 
in attending either group, please con-
tact Linda on 0431 693 313. 

LGBTIQA+ is an evolving acronym 
that stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, intersex, queer/ques-
tioning, asexual and other gender 
non-conforming identities. The rain-
bow flag is a recognised symbol of 
the LGBTIQA+ community’s diver-
sity and unity.

Dance Design was fortunate to still 
be able to hold their annual End of 
Year Concert at the Wonthaggi Arts 
Centre on December 20.

The ‘Covid Concerts’ included their 
class routines and the pantomime 
‘The Lorax’ after only approximately 
15 face-to-face classes for the year.

Students learnt a majority of their 
routines via Facebook classes with 
lots of technique practice done in 
their own home.

The students had specially printed 
singlets as their costume and re-
ceived a DVD of their performance 
as due to Covid, the only audience 
members were the students.

It was a fitting end to a crazy year 
with everyone thoroughly enjoying 
themselves and the student perfor-
mances were exceptional.

The 2020 Dance Design Student 
award was presented at the concert 
to Maddison Stone – Most Promising 
Senior Award.

Dance Design classes are taught by 
Michelle Mabilia and Alycia Marotta 
in Cowes, Wonthaggi and Korum-
burra with an emphasis on fun and 
enjoyment whilst exercising.

Classes in Jazz/Modern, Tap and 
Contemporary are offered from Pre-
schoolers to Advanced.

Classes for 2021 recommence at 
Cowes on Wednesday, February 3 at 
St Philips Anglican Church Hall.

All enrolments and enquiries: 
Email dancedes@bigpond.net.au or 
phone 0417 579 349.

Like performers everywhere, the 
local arts community was hit hard by 
the Covid pandemic.

However one group of young per-
formers is hoping to return to the 
spotlight very soon.

Rehearsals for Newhaven College’s 
musical ‘The Wizard of Oz’ kicked off 
this week.

Director Lauren White said not hav-
ing a show last year was devastating.

“Telling the cast we couldn’t do the 
show was really upsetting, especially 
after we got so far into it,” she said.

“It was really tough because it was 
just one thing after the other for the 
arts last year.”

This year’s show ‘The Wizard of 
Oz’, is a classic musical about young 
Dorothy who gets swept away in a 
tornado from her Kansas farm to the 
magical land of Oz. 

There, she encounters a host of 
whimsical characters who help her in 
her journey home.

Lauren says she has been hard at 
work with preparations for the show 

since mid-last year.
The first steps included securing 

the rights, booking costumes, and 
working on set and lighting design.

“Before rehearsals start, it’s taking 
the vision that I have and trying to 
bring it to life,” Lauren said.

Rehearsals began with the full cast 
of 60 on Monday.

Students will have to work hard to 
learn songs, choreography and dialogue 
as the rehearsal period is very short. 

The show will open on April 22.
Lauren says she is excited about 

putting on the show this year.
“Covid is in the back of my mind 

but as far as I am concerned it is full 
steam ahead and the students will 
have a full audience out there clap-
ping them on,” she said.

Cast members are very excited to 
begin.

 Shontelle O’Connor who is playing 
Dorothy is especially keen.

“I am excited about starting re-
hearsals and seeing everything I 
have worked on so far pieced together 

to create the bigger picture, as well as 
mixing with the rest of the cast to see 
what everyone has to offer,” she said.

This isn’t Shontelle’s first time on 
stage.

But it is her biggest role to date, and 
she says she is very grateful for the 
opportunity.

“It feels really great to have the 
main role because I know many very 
talented people went for it as well, so 
I am very lucky to have been chosen,” 
she said.

Lauren said she can’t wait to start 
building the family atmosphere that 
comes from doing a show, especially 
one with a large cast of kids across all 
ages and year levels.

The Newhaven College musical is a 
highlight for the community and this 
show is family friendly and joyful to 
help our community feel good again 
after such a rough year.

It reinforces the message that “there 
is no place like home” and after the 
year we have had, it is nice to be re-
minded how wonderful our home is.

The San Remo/Newhaven Lions Club recently farewelled their longest 
serving member Roma Caulfield. A tireless worker, this picture shows 
Roma (left) with current and past members working at a Bunnings 
fund raising sausage sizzle.

Farewell to Roma

Embracing our Rainbow 
Community at PICAL

Dance award for Maddison

The cast of Newhaven College’s upcoming musical ‘The Wizard of Oz’ were finally able to begin rehearsals on Monday.

We’re off to see the Wizard in 2021

Maddison Stone receivedthe 2020 Dance Design Most Promising Senior 
Award.
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Members of the Phillip Island 
Health Hub Auxiliary were hard at 
work over the Australia Day week-
end raising funds to assist the new 
Cancer Centre which will open in 
February at the Wonthaggi Hospi-
tal.

Auxiliary member Gill Scrase re-
ports that $1000 was raised on the day.

Gill said those manning the table 
were given very positive feedback 
about the Health Hub and the Ur-
gent Care Centre which Hub Auxil-
iary members support.

Gill said news of a Cancer Cen-
tre opening at Wonthaggi Hospi-
tal in February, with community 
members being able to access che-

motherapy locally, was very well 
received by passers-by throughout 
the day.

Pictured on Saturday afternoon 
manning the $2 table, which was 
set up outside the Cowes Newsa-
gency, are from left Graham Koch, 
Linda Marston, Joan Gaunt and Pe-
ter Paul.

Major fundraiser for cancer ser-
vices locally

With a Community Hospital for 
Phillip Island pledged by the state 
government prior to the 2018 state 
election, the Phillip Island Medi-
cal and Health Action Group (PIM-
HAG), supported by the Phillip Island 
Health Hub Auxiliary, is wasting no 
time starting a fundraising drive to 
help equip it with Cancer and Dialy-
sis provision when the new facility 
opens in 2024.

Speaking this week, PIMHAG 
president Peter Paul said the groups’ 
initial target is $50,000, which will to 
go towards the five Oncology chairs 
planned for the Community Hospital.

“The provision of cancer services 
on the Island will make an enormous 
difference to community members 
requiring treatment and to those who 
support them,” Mr Paul said.

“We know that being at home with 
family and friends close by not only 
improves the quality of life for these 
people, but also the outcome for 
many, and so we need to have local 

treatment available wherever pos-
sible.”

The next fundraiser in this drive 
will be “A Coin for Cancer” collection 
on Saturday, April 3 with a $2 coin 
table set up again outside the Cowes 
Newsagents. 

Please start saving your $2 coins 
for this date.

A major event for the year is 
planned for Saturday, September 
11th in the form of a “Colourful Con-
ga for Cancer” fundraiser.

“Participants in teams will conga 
in gloriously colourful lines, snaking 
their way down Thompson Avenue to 
the Cowes foreshore where a commu-
nity celebration will take place,”Mr 
Paul said.

“We aim to have the parade as co-
lourful and enjoyable as possible. 
Clothes, hair, masks, hats, face-paint 
– you name it!

“The more colour the better. Let’s 
put the FUN into FUNdraising!”

Mr Paul noted the event will be 
planned around Covid restrictions 
and that PIMHAG wanted the day to 
be one of community celebration, as 

well as raising money to provide can-
cer services, such as chemotherapy, 
on the Island.

“Cancer affects almost everyone 
in the community in some way and 
we know that the community will 
want to support this venture,” Mr 
Paul said.

Other major Island community 
groups have pledged their support 
already.

These include Island Voice, 
PIRSL, PICAL, Legacy, Phillip Is-
land Aquatic Centre Fund, Phillip 
Island Jazz Committee, Rhyll Com-
munity Association and Sisters and 
Misters.

“We believe that many other 
groups will want to join us in mak-
ing this a true community fund-
raiser.”

“Please put September 11th in your 
diaries and start planning how you 
will join in the fun and fundraising 
that this event will bring to Cowes 
and the Community Hospital.

“We will update you as the organ-
ising group firms up plans for Sep-
tember 11th.”

By the St Mary’s Conference of St 
Vincent de Paul

The St Vincent de Paul Society 
has been helping Victorians since 
1854 and our St Mary’s Conference 
group is carrying out this impor-
tant work on Phillip Island and in 
San Remo.

The virus pandemic has meant 
some changes in the way we help 
our local community in need, but 
we are looking forward to resum-
ing our activities.

Our local helpline is 5952 6857, 
which is monitored by the Confer-
ence who respond to every call we 
receive for assistance.

Our members attend to calls on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
(excluding Public Holidays) when 
we discuss the help required and 
the most appropriate way to assist. 
This often takes the form of pro-
viding food vouchers, fuel vouch-
ers (if off-island medical treatment 
is required), budgeting advice, in-
formation on how to access service 
and benefits that are available.

Sometimes members are called 
upon to act as advocates on behalf of 
callers to enquire into debts or to rec-

ommend where to refer any queries.
The beginning of school years or 

change in education levels can be a 
difficult time for some families and 
we are able to assist towards cost 
of uniforms, school shoes, excur-
sion fees, particularly where there 
are a few children involved, and we 
are happy to work with the schools 
concerned.

Our members are well trained 
and are able to attend workshops 
to obtain as much information as 
they can in order to tap into re-
sources that are available to those 
in need.

As a volunteer organisation, the 
work of St Vincent de Paul mem-
bers is largely carried out by those 
individuals in the local community 
who generously give their time to 
help others. It is an opportunity to 
contribute meaningfully to sup-
porting those less fortunate by use 
of their life skills and experience 
in ways to make a difference in 
the lives of families who need as-
sistance.

If you would like to join us and 
make a difference in the commu-
nity please contact Linda Sparkes 
on 0455 611 060.

Making a difference 
in the community

SPECIAL DELIVERY

Bobby Banks Jackson was born on Decem-
ber 14, 2020, weighing in at 3.57kg. Con-
gratulations to Matt and Emma Jackson of 
Cowes and big brother Luis Jon (2).

Primrose Catherine Ryan was born on Decem-
ber 6, 2020, weighing 3.980kg. Congratulations 
to parents Samantha Brewin and Michael 
Ryan, and big brother Walter (2) of Cowes.

Banjo Arne Kallstrom was born on December 
1, 2020 weighing 3.650kgs. Congratulations 
to Jessica and Patch Kallstrom and big sister 
Wynter (2) of Wimbledon Heights.

Camille Leila Berry was born on December 
14, 2020, weighing 3.520kgs. Congratulations 
to Sharlin Grass-Gilbert and Jakob Berry on 
the new arrival.

Colourful conga for cancer event

$1000 raised for new Cancer Centre
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Fay and Ian Samuel celebrate 
their 60th wedding anniversary on 
January 21.

At the tender ages of 17 and 18, Fay 
and Ian met at the Hawthorn town 
Hall Saturday night dance in July of 
1956 and courted for five years.

They married on Saturday, Janu-
ary 21, 1961 at the Cheltenham Pres-
byterian church on a day when the 
temperature soared to 38 degrees, 
with no air conditioning.

Ian, an apprentice toolmaker at 
General Motors Holden Fisher-
man’s Bend earning $24 a week, 
had just completed his National Ser-
vice Army training at Puckapunyal 
when he met Fay, a shop assistant at 
Ball and Welch department store in 
Flinders St Melbourne.

Fay started work in the Myers City 
department store at the age of 14, 
travelling by train from Aspendale.

Living in Prahran, Ian regularly 
drove back and forth along the 
single lane Nepean highway in his 
1930 model Austin 7, and later in a 
1931 model Chrysler Dodge, to Fay’s 
family home in Aspendale.

Their first date was to the Bentle-
igh Picture theatre, where supplied 
with red and green coloured specta-
cles, they watched the first 3D movie 
called Zulu, with the audience being 
attacked with spears and cudgels by 
rampaging Zulus.

The honeymoon was towing a 
very small two metre caravan be-
hind the 1931 Chrysler Dodge.

The caravan was so small “you 
had to crawl” into it said Ian, but 
that didn’t stop the newlyweds trav-
elling the highway to visit the Blue 
Mountains, near Sydney and Wil-
sons Promontory.

“The first overnight stop was at 
a family friend’s house in Chiltern 
where they took pity on us by insist-
ing that we occupy the matrimonial 
bed for the night, while teasing us 
by threatening to tie a cow bell un-
der the bed,” said Ian.

Starting out in a single room 
bedsit in Bentleigh and by limiting 
spending and working overtime, 
they saved a small deposit to buy 
a house in 1963 for £4,250 ($8,500) 
in the newly established suburb of 
Pinewood, Glen Waverley.

“The house loan was a 25-year re-
payment plan, initially paying 4.7 per 
cent interest, which increased for a 
short period to 17 per cent!” said Ian.

Blessed with four daughters, Athe-
na, Dianne, Belinda and Maree (and 
a female dog) bringing up the fam-
ily on a single wage was a struggle.

Fay sewed clothes and home 
cared for preschool children as Ian 
worked his way up to a senior ex-
ecutive position during his 46-year 
career at Holden.

The family’s love of the island be-
gan when they holidayed at Bushy 
Caravan Park Cowes. They holi-
dayed at the caravan park for 13 
years before building their holiday 
home in Ventnor in 1983 to “lock 
up stage”, followed by eight years 
of weekend building to complete it. 
The couple finally moved to Ventnor 
permanently in 2001.

Hectic years as the children grew 
up saw Fay as the District Commis-
sioner for Girl Guides Brownies and 
Ian Chairman of local school coun-
cil and softball coach.

After joining the Cowes Yacht 
club in 1976, sailing became the 
family sport with Fay and daugh-
ters sailing with Ian in dinghies and 
trailable yachts. Ian was Commo-
dore three times and still sails com-
petitively with Blake his youngest 
grandson, plus is an active member 
of the Phillip Island Golf Club. Fay 
and Ian are life members of Cowes 
Yacht Club

Their 11 grandchildren, three step 
grandchildren and a six-month-old, 
great grandson, keeps them busy 
with family commitments and fam-
ily card games.

Fay and Ian also lived in Ger-
many on two occasions when Ian 
represented Holden at the Opel Au-
tomotive plant in Russelsheim with 
weekend motoring throughout Eu-

rope and the UK.
They play scrabble daily and have 

travelled widely including charter-
ing self-sail yachts, and canal cruise 
boats in the Whitsundays, France, 
Mediterranean, South Pacific and 

Asia, plus touring South Africa 
and the Canadian Rockie Mountain 
Train followed by cruising the in-
side passage to Alaska.

Truly a memorable 60 years of 
love and companionship.

Pearl Marie Griffin, known all her 
life as Marie, celebrated her 100th 
birthday on January 23.

As well as a big 100th birthday 
party with her family and friends, 
the Wonthaggi Citizens Band braved 
the heat and played outside Griffiths 
Point Lodge to mark the big day.

Marie was born in Terang not far 
from Camperdown to Hebert Pull-
inger Tarrant and Pearl Marie Tar-
rant née Reilly, and had two older 
brothers William and Edward (Bill 
and Ted).

Herbert worked as a Lino Type 
operator at a variety of newspapers 
around Victoria.

Marie was quite young when her 
parents split up. The children remain-
ing with Herbert who hired a house-
keeper due to the all-night work re-
quired by newspaper publishers.

At thirteen Marie was sent to Cob-
den to stay with a paternal aunt and 
three cousins. She obtained her merit 
certificate and was collected by her 
father when she finished school at 14.

Marie worked for a few weeks in a 
clothing factory until they found out 
she was only 14. She went back when 
she turned 15 with her baptism cer-
tificate as proof of age.

By then, her father had met and 
married Violet Josephine Jeury a 
close relation of the Mclardy family 
of Phillip Island.

After being retrenched from the 
Argus Herbert found work first at St 
Artaud, then Korumburra.

It was while living in Korumburra 
that Marie at age 19 met a young sol-
dier George Swallow who often vis-
ited friends there.

They were married in the Church of 
England the evening before he left for 
overseas. George was only allowed 
out to the wedding under escort as the 
troops were sailing the next morning. 
He was then escorted back to camp.

Marie lived with Herbert and Vio-
let until George returned home. From 
the time they were married George 
was overseas in several war zone 
with the 2nd 5th Battalion 6th Divi-
sion for two years before returning 
home on leave.

Their first baby Lillian was born af-
ter the battalion left for New Guinea.

During this time, a Miss Dent bought 
Narrabeen guest house on Phillip Is-
land and asked Marie to work for her. 
It was hard work but enjoyable.

George was released from the army 
after five years to work in the Kil-
cunda mines. The couple rented two 
rooms in Graham Street, Wonthaggi.

Income was supplemented by trap-
ping rabbits at farms around Won-
thaggi. The skins were sold to Ken-
yon’s skin store and the carcasses to 
local butchers.

To George, the mine work was akin 
to living in the wartime foxholes. His 

goal was to become a fisherman.
To this end he left the mine and 

they moved first to Warragul where 
he worked for Dents making tyres 
before finally,  at Marie’s urging, they 
moved to San Remo.

They arrived in San Remo and had 
to live in a tent at the local caravan 
park as there was nothing to rent. 
This was no easy life. Old kerosine 
tins were put together as storage, a 
meat safe was hung up to a tent pole, 
and water had to be obtained at the 
camp’s shared hand pump after first 
being primed with a bucket of water.

By this time there were now four 
small children and a baby. George 

bought his first boat and went bay 
fishing in Westernport and out past 
Cape Woolamai for couta.

Keen to put a non-canvas roof over 
their heads, they found the only avail-
able rental – these days it would be 
condemned by health authorities.

The one bedroom was shared by 
the children with a built in veranda 
for the parents. The first winter the 
roof leaked in several places. A great 
lake of water lay under the house, and 
shoes and anything stored under the 
beds would become green with mil-
dew. There was no real defined path-
way to the old timber outside toilet 
and the wash house was a trough at-

tached to the outside west wall with a 
massive wringer sitting between the 
double trough.

To keep the wolf from the door, Ma-
rie found work at a local hotel. In the 
years spent here another baby was 
born. In all, George and Marie had 
eight children.

With enough money for a deposit, 
George was planning to buy his first 
Bass Strait shark/crayfish boat, a 45-
foot timber boat ‘The Mercury’.

Marie, all four feet 10 of her, put her 
tiny size four foot very firmly down. 
The thought of another few years in 
the rental was the last straw.

Her determination won out. Ne-
gotiating a War Service Loan saw 
the family in a near-new home with 
George able to borrow enough to also 
buy his boat and pay off both.

Later another large steel cray boat 
was purchased – “The Marieglenva-
lema”, shortened to The Marie Glen.

The hard times were behind them.
Marie came up with small business 

enterprises of her own, the final one 
being a great little fish and chip shop 
in Cowes where the IGA now stands. 

The fish, often supplied from the 
family boat or otherwise from the 
Fisherman’s Co-op, soon had a huge 
following, so she added bay fish and 
cooked crays to the menu.

After her marriage broke down, 
Marie remarried Daniel Griffin, a 
former Clerk of the High Courts.

They bought a house in Cowes and 
Danny worked in maintenance for the 
Shire before retiring while Marie found 
a variety of part time work in local busi-
nesses, with enough time to volunteer 
at PICAL and join a craft group.

After Danny’s death Marie pur-
chased a unit in Wonthaggi where 
she volunteered at the hospital giving 
Tai Chi lessons to patients. She lived 
independently until the age of 98.

She now resides in care at Griffith 
Point Lodge San Remo.

Although frail she is still very inde-
pendent in her ideas of the way things 
should be.

Describing her life, she would say, 
“from hard times to good times and 
we managed”.

After meeting at a town hall dance when they were still teenagers, Fay 
and Ian Samuel celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary on January 21.

Fay and Ian celebrate 60 wonderful years

Pearl Marie Griffin, better known as Marie, celebrated her 100th birthday on January 23, with the Wonthaggi 
Citizens Band playing outside Griffiths Point Lodge in her honour.

Happy 100th Marie
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Like most surfers, Beau Vernon 
likes to get out on the water around 
Phillip Island at least once a week, if 
family and work commitments allow.

But unlike most surfers, Beau has 
to be carried to the water by one of 
his mates.

He then uses a specially modified 
motorised surfboard fitted with a 
propeller, operated via Bluetooth on 
his watch.

The 32-year-old quadriplegic ath-
lete and disability advocate said 
because he can’t swim well, he also 
wears a life vest.

“If I didn’t have the vest I’d prob-
ably sink to the bottom,” Beau said.

“I’m getting more and more confi-
dent every time I go out on the water 
but I still do have a few nerves out 
there.”

Beau, who lives in San Remo with 
his wife Lucy who had their third 
child this year, became a quadriplegic 
in 2012 after a freak football injury.

While wheelchair-bound, para-
lysed from the chest down, he has 
not allowed his spinal cord injury to 
define him.

Growing up in Newhaven, he first 
began surfing around the age of 12.

So when the football accident hap-
pened, Beau was determined to get 
back out on the waves.

After spotting a paraplegic surfer 
in Tasmania who had a specially de-
signed Bluetooth-operated propeller 
board, he contacted him and got in 
touch with the US manufacturer, fi-
nally securing his own board about 
four years ago.

“I lay on my stomach and elbows and 
hit the watch with my teeth,” he said.

“It powers the surfboard, so I’m 
able to lean and turn and get onto 
some waves.

“If I didn’t have this I’d have to rely 
on someone to push me on to the 
wave and then tow me back out.”

Unfortunately though, the Blue-
tooth device broke and Beau believes 
the manufacturer may no longer op-
erate, so he’s on the hunt again for 
someone who can fix the technology.

That didn’t stop him from last 

month from taking to the waves in 
the new URBNSURF Melbourne, 
Australia’s first surf park, with help 
from his wife and mates.

Access
Beau said it was only thanks to 

help from his mates that he was able 
to be carried out to the surf, with ac-
cess around Phillip Island difficult.

He said while Smiths Beach had a 
ramp, most other area don’t.

“Access to beaches could be bet-
ter around the island. There are a 
lot of good walks I can’t access, such 
as Cape Woolamai headland, the 
George Bass Coastal Walk.

“At Cape Woolamai quite often the 
sand moves so the ramp is inacces-
sible.”

He said if an area was inaccessible 
to wheelchair users, it was usually 
inaccessible to other groups.

“Even the path around San Remo’s 

foreshore is not easy to access in a 
wheelchair, let alone by bike or with a 
pram. If you’re elderly it’s also difficult.”

“There’s so many beautiful walks 
in our area which aren’t accessible 
for people in wheelchairs, but they’re 
also not accessible for parents with 
prams or the elderly,” he said.

Beau is determined to surmount 
obstacles.

In December he hand cycled 100km 
around Newhaven as a fundraiser for 
the Robert Rose Foundation – which 
provides support to those with spinal 
cord injuries and their families – with 
Beau recently becoming a board 
member of the foundation.

The ride was the longest Beau had 
achieved on the hand cycle, taking 
about five hours to complete 33 laps.

Last year Beau became a research 
assistant in a Monash University 
disability study, on top of his usual 
work as a professional speaker and 
Interact Australia director and am-
bassador.

As a keen surfer and kayaker, who 
also works out in boxing, weights 
and interval training, he said he 
always pushed himself outside his 
comfort zone.

“I want to raise expectations 
around what people with a disability 
can do, particularly the importance 
of participation for those with spinal 
cord injuries. Quite often having a 
disability is seen as a negative, but 
it’s not.

“Some of the highlights of my life 
have been when people tell me they 
started a band or completed a half 
marathon because they saw me do 
something.”

Beau Vernon uses a specially modified motorised surfboard fitted with a propeller, operated via Bluetooth on 
his watch, to hit the waves. Unfortunately the Bluetooth device broke and now he’s on the hunt for someone 
who can fix the technology.

Bluetooth helps Beau paddle into the blue

The creation of welcoming com-
munal spaces to cater for outdoor 
dining and trading in townships 
across the Bass Coast has been 
warmly embraced by operators, 
residents and holiday makers over 
the summer holiday season.

Dining areas which appeared 
over summer on footpaths, road-
ways and spare land have created 
vibrant open spaces in local town-
ships, and are being hailed in the 
main as a great success.

The initiative was facilitated prior 
to the holiday season by Bass Coast 
Shire Council, as a means of as-
sisting hospitality businesses af-
fected by Covid social distancing 
regulations, and limits on customer 
numbers indoors, to maximise op-
portunities presented by the influx 
of visitors over the holiday season.

Teresa Mahood, Acting Manager 
of the Bass Coast Shire’s Invest-
ment and Visitor Economy has over-
seen the creation of the new outdoor 
spaces over the past few months.

“Since the initiative was an-
nounced by the state government 
last year, it has been warmly em-
braced by both traders and the com-
munity,” Teresa said.

“The initiative was designed to 
encourage outdoor dining given 
restrictions were based on indoor 
density limits, and more people 
were permitted to dine outside.”

Planning commenced back in 
September, with local traders and 
representative groups working with 
Teresa and her team to implement 
the project in time for Christmas.

A whole town approach was 
taken, with Cowes, San Remo, In-
verloch, Wonthaggi and Grantville 
traders and groups participating in 
the planning stage.

Teresa said townships had worked 
well together looking at where pub-
lic space could be activated for the 
purpose of outdoor dining.

Options included extending out 
on to footpaths, and even in front of 
shops neighbouring local eateries.

“A lot of people worked with sup-
portive neighbours to achieve this,” 

she said.
Local parklets and taking over of 

car parking spaces were also in the 
mix.

Facilitation depended on factors 
including land levels and road safe-
ty consideration.

Part of the Cowes Esplanade was 
declared a one-way thoroughfare in 
places.

A’Beckett Street in Inverloch be-
came entirely one way.

Teresa said the spaces were cre-
ated only on council owned or man-
aged land, and the feedback over 
summer has been “really good.”

From her perspective, working 
with the community meant asking: 
“What are the needs. How can we 
help. We then trial it. We tweak it. 

Our focus is, how do we make this 
work.”

“What the project achieved in the 
end was to enable many thousands 
of additional people to be seated and 
enjoy a meal or drink, which would 
not have been possible under Covid 
restrictions otherwise.”

And happily, Teresa adds, it created 
an extra holiday vibe in the streets, 
which has been enthusiastically not-
ed by residents and visitors alike.

“San Remo looks quite beautiful, 
with the areas that have been cre-
ated there,” Theresa commented.

The one problem for traders has 
been trying to find extra staff, to 
cater for the additional numbers at 
their premises.

But after the Covid lockdown, 

that’s a challenge everyone is happy 
to deal with.

Costs
Cost of implementing the outdoor 

dining initiative was borne by the 
state government.

“The State Government provided 
$250,000 directly to council, and ev-
ery bit of this has been spent,” said 
Theresa.

“Traders were also able to apply 
for a grant.”

While council facilitated the cre-
ation of space, traders were respon-
sible for their own furnishings.

Road spaces were checked on a 
daily basis.

“Local businesses were used to 
help manage this,” Teresa said.

She singled out Over the Top 
Events and Event Operations, for 
the work they had put in to the suc-
cess of the initiative.

“They have been awesome,” she 
commented.

Teresa believes that the initiative 
has made “a real difference” to par-
ticipating traders.

It has certainly increased their 
ability to trade while abiding by 
seating limits and social distance 
restrictions.

Currently, plans are for the out-
door spaces to remain in place until 
Easter in Cowes.

At Inverloch, they will wind up at 
the end of January.

But it is up for assessment.
“We have committed to after Eas-

ter in Cowes, but traders may want 
to pull back earlier,” said Teresa.

Traders approve
Speaking on the weekend, Jona-

thon Bentley, of G’Day Tiger, re-
flected the views of most traders 
when he said that the outdoor space 
areas created had been embraced 
by users, and he was delighted with 
the success of these.

Lois Gaskin, proprietor of Turn 
the Page in Cowes, says she enjoys a 
coffee seated in the sunshine at the 
outdoor tables, as do many others.

The access laneway from Thomp-
son Avenue through to a rear park-
ing lot adjacent to G’Day Tiger was 
transformed into a pleasant, ver-
dant outdoor dining space; and was 
used by patrons of many businesses 
in Thompson Avenue, Jonathon 
said.

He raised the possibility of the 
space remaining permanently, such 
is its popularity.

It would still provide a walkway 
for shoppers from Thompson Av-
enue back to their vehicles parked 
in the car park at the rear, which 
could be just as easily accessed by 
vehicles from Warley Avenue.

Vehicles driving across the busy 
Thompson Avenue footpath to the car 
park is not ideal, said Jonathon, who 
has witnessed a few near misses.

This laneway off Thompson Avenue is one of the roadways that has been transformed into a dining area over 
the holiday period, under an outdoor dining initiative established by Bass Coast Shire Council.

It’s great outdoorsIt’s great outdoors
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Alex Swan:
Twenty-one-year-old Alex Swan 

was working at Clip ‘n Climb prior 
to Covid, but that came to a end once 
the lockdown took hold, as Clip ‘n 
Climb was unable to open.

Then in June, Alex’s Dad, Rus-
sell, purchased the Island Juicery 
and Alex began working there as a 
manager.

He says it has been difficult start-
ing a new job in Covid times.

“Getting used to a lack of custom-
ers because ev-
eryone was in 
lockdown was 
chal lenging,” 
he said.

“Also then go-
ing straight into 
school holidays 
when everyone 
was let out of 
lockdown was 
challenging as 
well because 
then it was su-
per busy.”

In the past few weeks Alex has 
also started up again at Clip ‘n 
Climb a few days a week and said 
he enjoys working the two jobs.

“It is about working out your lim-
its and not taking on too much,” he 
said.

When Alex isn’t busy working, 
he also juggles attending univer-
sity full time studying a Bachelor of 
Environmental Science at Deakin 
University.

“There have been times when as-
signments have been getting close 
and I have had to take my laptop 
into work and work on them while 
I am on my lunch break.”

Covid does have Alex questioning 
what he would like to do as a career, 
as he has enjoyed working in busi-
ness a lot. But he still loves what he 
is doing at Uni and wants to com-
plete his course.

When Alex isn’t working, he en-
joys climbing for fun at Clip ‘n 
Climb and he also loves dabbling in 
photography.

Jorgie Mae Thompson:
Newhaven local Jorgie Mae 

Thompson is busy, busy working 
and undertaking a placement for her 
course in nursing and midwifery.

Jorgie Mae had to make the tough 
choice when Covid began to move 
home from Melbourne and pick up 
her old job at Island Pies in Newhaven.

“I made the choice at the beginning 
of Covid to move back home to live 
with my family.

“I worked almost full time at my 
previous job at Island Pies Newhav-
en,” she said.

Twenty-year-old Jorgie Mae has 
not only been working at Island Pies 
in Newhaven, she has also been jug-

gling a full-time 
nu r si ng /m id-
wifery place-
ment.

“ J u g g l i n g 
work, nurs-
ing/ midwifery 
placement and 
studying was 
ridiculous this 
year and as 
much as I tried 
to manage, I 
felt as though 
my studying fell 

onto the back foot.
“It was incredibly hard to stay on 

top of online classes but in the end, 
I was able to do quite well in most 
of them which I consider a major 
achievement for this year,” she said.

When Jorgie Mae isn’t working 
she loves hanging out with her fam-
ily dog, Hughie. One of their favorite 
things to do together is to go roller 
skating.

She says that Covid was an extra 
stressor working both in a hospital 
and in the bakery.

“Luckily living on Phillip Island, 
we were relatively sheltered from 
most of the Covid outbreaks, but I 
was nervous when I was doing place-
ment as there was increased possi-
bility that I could bring Covid back to 
my family and work colleagues.

“Placement in maternity during 
Covid was eye opening and it made 
me feel so lucky to be bringing life 
into this crazy world we now live in,” 
she said.

Jorgie Mae says she feels exhaust-
ed as it seems like she is always on 
the go.

“I am currently on a 20-day place-
ment at Box Hill Hospital in their 
surgical ward and working on week-
ends. I will be starting back at uni in 

early March and that will be full on,” 
she said.

However, she also said it will be 
worth it when she is registered nurse 
midwife and working in the most in-
credible places, doing a job she loves.

Emily Carlson:
Emily had just graduated from 

Year 12 and was excited to work 
hard and save money which would 
allow her to travel this year.

Neither of those plans came to frui-
tion and Emily was stuck without a 
job once Covid 
hit.

“I had planned 
on going travel-
ling with my best 
friend but unfor-
tunately that was 
cancelled due to 
the pandemic,” 
she said.

Emily is now 
working at Neon 
Circus in Cowes, a small, kids cloth-
ing store and she says she is really 
enjoying the work as it is different to 
the jobs she has had before.

“I love working in retail and I love 
children’s clothing, it brings such a 
joy to my workday.

“I love that I get to experience a 
wide variety of people at my job.

“Seeing children every day and en-
gaging in conversation is something 
I really enjoy as well as being able to 
put together cute outfits … I love that 
as well,” she said.

One thing Emily has found diffi-
cult at work is the surprising number 
of people don’t want to follow Covid 

protocols
“Having to ask people to wear 

masks and keep on top of capac-
ity numbers are just extra things 
you have to do when you’re already 
busy,” she said.

But she said lots of people have still 
been friendly and she enjoys chat-
ting to customers when they come 
into the store.

“It has been stressful but reward-
ing. It is nice to see local businesses 
getting the customers back in after 
such a quiet period,” she said.

Emily is tak-
ing a gap year 
this year to work 
and save money 
before hopefully 
heading to Uni-
versity in 2022.

She is also 
looking forward 
to taking part in 
Wonthaggi The-
atrical Group’s 

musical, Mamma Mia! As well as 
choreographing Newhaven Col-
lege’s The Wizard of Oz.

“Next year I hope to complete a 
double degree of nursing and para-
medicine at ACU,” she said.

Izzy Summers:
Izzy Summers captured the atten-

tion of the community a few weeks 
ago when a post was made on Face-
book about a customer being unnec-
essarily rude to her.

“The man had ordered several cof-
fee’s and I am very new to making 
coffee’s so I was going as fast as I 
could,” Izzy said.

“When I took them over to him, I 
apologized for the wait, which was 
about 10 minutes, but he was very 
arrogant.”

Someone who witnessed the inci-
dent then posted a message on the 
local community noticeboard con-
demning  the man’s bad behaviour.

The community then showered 
Izzy with support and gifted her a 
few small things as well as hundreds 
of people sending their best wishes 
and words of support.

“I knew that this was a loving com-
munity, but I was so surprised to get 
gifts and so much support,” she said.

Izzy works about four shifts a 
week at the Phillip Island Bakery 
over the summer. This is her first job 
and she said this summer has been 
very busy.

“It is normally busy at this time 
of year, but this year is definitely 
heightened.”

Izzy lives in Sunset Strip and is in 
Year 10 at Wonthaggi Secondary Col-
lege. When she isn’t working, she is 
busy doing her homework and hang-
ing out with her family at the beach.

Starting your first job is an excit-
ing and stressful time anyway but 
young workers like Izzy had to deal 
with regular first job nerves, as well 
as tackling Covid as well.

“Working with Covid has made it a 
little bit more hectic,” she admitted.

“Having to have people wear 
masks and having a maximum num-
ber of people in the store, I didn’t 
think I would have to be doing things 
like that.

“But having great team around 
you makes it manageable.”

Young and hard at work

“I knew that this 
was a loving  

community, but I 
was so surprised  
to get gifts and so 

much support.”

“It has been  
difficult starting 

a new job in  
Covid times.”

Izzy Summers works at the Phillip Island Bakery and received an outpouring of support from the community 
after a customer was rude to her at work.

Alex Swan works for both The Island Juicery and Clip ‘n 
Climb Phillip Island. 

Jorgie Mae Thompson juggles a part time job and a full-time nurs-
ing placement but still gets time to relax with her dog Hughie.

Emily didn’t work throughout Covid but she is happy to be 
back at it now over the busy summer months.

One of the hardest things this year after the Covid lockdown, 
according to local business operators,  and especially those 
in the hospitality industry, has been finding staff to work for 
them over the busy holiday season. Students on holidays are 
an essential part of many Phillip Island and San Remo busi-
nesses, and hundreds in this district have stepped up to the 
plate. For most, it is their first experience in the work force. 
Journalism student Brittany Carlson joined the Advertiser 
team in January and talked with other young locals who 
were hard at work over the busy holiday season.
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Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

FENCING

• All aspects of timber fencing • Gates
• Demolition and removal • Residential homes

• Holiday homes • Repairs
For a free measure and quote 
Call Pat 0431 514 518
coastalfences01@gmail.com

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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EARTHMOVINGEARTHMOVING

LK
51

85

611 Ventnor Road, Cowes
0418 383 881 - 5956 8615

Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

l 10m3 tippers l Bobcat
l 4 ton excavators l Post hole borers

l Driveways l Rubbish removed
l Quarry materials supplies l Blocks cleared

EXCAVATIONS
NEAL McRAE
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00

01
3A

A

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ANTENNAS & TV

LK
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A

Digital antenna installs & service, TV wall-mounting  
& install, home theatre & surround sound set-up, 

satellite dish supply, install & service, 
new house/extension pre-wiring for TV & AV, TV 

points, telephone & data paints & cabling ...and more!
Call for advice or book in today!

0400 722 503

4 Glen Isla Court
Cowes 3922

E mavtvs@gmail.com
W: mavtv.com.au 

ABN 72 837 466 589

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs
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ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
Phillip Island

5956 9551 / 0417 141 035

• Registered building practitioners
• Worksafe approved l Fully insured

• All areas/free quotes LK
00

03
9A

A

ELECTRICIAN

New homes and  
renovations
Emergency  
service calls
Maintenance  
and repairs
New appliance  
installations
Fault finding
Phone, data, TV  
installs and repairs

0401 851 831
maxroyalelectrical@gmail.com

LIC: A56425  REC: 27368

FREE
no obligationquotes
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ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business Guide
CONTACT JANE ON 5952 3201 
OR EMAIL ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU22840

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

STILL OPEN

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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CONCRETER
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0402 454 742

Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,

Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS

W

 

A

W

V

E E

N

C

O

G

N

N

I

C

R

T

E

CONCRETER
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CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

CONCRETER

LK
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* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

EARTHMOVING

LK
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

FENCING
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ISLAND TIMBER 
AND FENCING

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers, 

brush panels etc.
ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber 

NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

BUILDER
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R & K Burt – Builders
Servicing Phillip Island since 1987

• New homes • Extensions  • Renovations
• Decks • Maintenance repairs

Ring Ray 0417 107 835

DB - U9108 521191
Member

BUILDER

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING
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CARPENTER

Island Carpentry
All things timber and much more.

Property  maintenance.
Concreting

0459287540Glen Aylett

glen aylett.ga@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

• Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
• Commercial - domestic - upholstery

• Rental bond specialists 
• Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING LK
00

00
8A

A

0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

BLINDS & CARPET

Carpets
Blinds

Furniture
155 Thompson Ave, Cowes

www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au
Ph: 5952 1488

CONCRETER
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CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CLEANING

CAR REMOVAL

JD00050AA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
complete cars*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED

BASS COAST RECYCLERS

5672 2946   0417 556 593
*Conditions apply
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LANDSCAPING
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GRACE LANDSCAPES
Design Solutions, Beautiful Landscapes

www.heathgracelandscapes.com
8 Vista Place, Cape Woolamai

Heath Grace 0404 596 504
heath@heathgracelandscapes.com

ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business 
Guide

CONTACT JANE ON 
5952 3201 OR EMAIL 
ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

FENCING

SIMPLE
F E N C I N G

Phillip Island and surrounds

0406 225 442
simplefencing@hotmail.com

FENCING
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Paling Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls

FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au

INTERIOR DESIGN

LAWN MOWING
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LAWN MOWING

ISLAND HOME SERVICES 
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

• Edging  • Clean Up
• Fully Insured • Plus more services

For free appraisal:
Call Russell 0400 626 961

white.rc@hotmail.com

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS
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GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

GLASS

LK00012AA

• Residential locksmithing & key cutting • Flyscreens
• Shower screens • Re-glazing • Security doors l Glass balustrading 

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes

sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LEWIS BETTS         A.B.N. 37 053 127 216

Glazing the Island and district

BETTSY'S

GLASS

LAWN MOWING
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Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

0431 992 027

Re-paint specialists, real estate, 
insurance work, domestic & commercial 

Free quotes/over 25 years exp. 
Competitively priced/professional 

reliable service
julianbird8@gmail.com

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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LAWN MOWING
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

MOWER REPAIRS

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637
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PLUMBING
LK

00
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4A
A

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLASTERING

ROBERT STEEL
0491112240

WWW.4REALPLASTERING.COM.AU

LAWN MOWING
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

TREE CARE NOW
• Lawn Mowing  

– Acreage/Residential
• Stump Grinding

• Chipping

SECURITY

SEWING & ALTERATIONS

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au
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GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

and appliances sales

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES
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Patrols at Woolamai and 
Smiths Beach will continue 
until February 21, not early 
February as previously an-
nounced.

Life Saving Victoria extended 
the seven day a week lifeguard 
and volunteer season due to the 
busy summer season.

The patrols run from 10am 
until 6pm.

After February 21, vol-

unteer life savers from the 
Woolamai Beach Surf Life 
Saving Club will continue 
their patrols on weekends 
only until Easter.

The Jet Ski rescue service 
will operate on weekends 
only from this week.

Patrols on the Cowes Fore-
shore fi nished on January 26.

With the warm weather over 
the long weekend, crowds 

fl ocked to the beaches, keep-
ing the surf lifesavers busy.

At one point on Sunday, 
Woolamai Surf Beach was 
closed due to dangerous con-
ditions.

Everyone going to the 
beach this summer is encour-
aged to visit beachsafe.org.
au, download the beachsafe 
app and only swim at a pa-
trolled beach.

TREE SERVICES
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

• Tree & Stump removal
• Pruning 
• Chipping

Fully insured

TREE CARE NOW

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANINGWINDOW CLEANING
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ventnor property
maintenance
free quotes, no job to small

tim waterton
lawn mowing, rubbish removal, cleanups, 
windows cleaned, all general odd jobs.
M: 0491 141 580
E: twaterton3@hotmail.com

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monotoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business Guide
CONTACT JANE ON 5952 3201 
OR EMAIL ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services

Lifesaving patrols at Woolamai and Smiths Beach have been extended and will continue 
until February 21.

Lifeguard season extended
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Seek, buy and sell

The Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit is seeking 
applications for the following positions:

GO KART SUPERVISOR
Permanent full time

Responsible for the supervision of the day-to-day 
operations demonstrating a friendly, professional 
and customer focused approach while adhering to 
all safe working policies and procedures. You will 
also be responsible for overseeing the maintenance 
and presentation of the Go Kart facility, Go Karts 
and grounds.

This position will require alternating weekend work 
along with the seasonal operating requirements of 
the business.

SECURITY
Casual position

Responsible for monitoring the entry and
departure of clients, contractors, employees and 
visitors during day-to-day activities. You will 
possess good organisational and strong 
interpersonal skills, including the ability to multi 
task and communicate effectively with a high level 
of professionalism and presentation. 

This is predominately a daytime position, including 
weekends, and occasional night work required.

To view the position descriptions and closing 
dates please visit our website:

www.phillipislandcircuit.com.au

Please email resume and cover letter to 
cassie.stoppa@phillipislandcircuit.com.au

SITUATIONS VACANT
Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit

Tel: 5952 2710
w:www.phillipislandcircuit.com.au
e:info@phillipislandcircuit.com.au

SITUATION VACANT

TRUCK DRIVER/ 
LABOURER

Casual – 20+hours per week
Phillip Island based, family owned business 

is looking for a truck driver/labourer for busy 
waste/recycling operation.

Pre-requisites:
• MR Truck Drivers Licence

• Experience in a fast paced environment
• Clean driving record

• Physically fit and healthy

To apply please email application to  
matt@phillipislandwaste.com.au  
including at least two work referees.

JD00055AA

Bistro
Gaming/Bar Positions

The Phillip Island RSL is offering exciting 
opportunities to become a member of our fantastic 

team. The successful applicants should possess 
the appropriate and necessary qualifications or 

be willing to obtain for the above positions and be 
available to work nights and weekends.

The Phillip Island RSL is looking for self-motivated, 
enthusiastic, customer service orientated and 

positive individuals. Commencing with casual hours 
with the view to permanent hours ongoing  

for the right person. 

Quick start applicants and experience in hospitality 
is an advantage. 

Please forward resumes indicating  
the position of interest to:
Operations Manager

Phillip Island RSL
P.O Box 503
Cowes 3922

info@pirsl.com.au
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 DEPLOYMENT CODE: NEWSPAPER NOTICE 

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE AN EXISTING TELSTRA MOBILE PHONE BASE STATION AT 
NEWHAVEN CENTRAL: 886 PHILLIP ISLAND RD NEWHAVEN VIC 3925 

RFNSA: www.rfnsa.com.au/3925002       
 

1. The proposal involves the removal of six (6) existing panel antennas and the installation of 
six (6) new panel antennas (three antennas measuring 2680mm in length and three 
antennas measuring 827mm in length) on the existing 35m concrete monopole; the 
upgrading of equipment within the existing equipment shelter; and the installation of new 
equipment together with the upgrading of installed equipment on the monopole - including 
remote radio units, tower mounted amplifiers, junction boxes, cabling, antenna mounts and 
ancillary works necessary for the effective and safe operation of the site.     
  

2. The purpose of this installation is to provide enhanced 4G services and new 5G services to 
the Newhaven area. Telstra regards the proposed works as a Low Impact installation in 
accordance with the the Telecommunications (Low-impact Facilities) Determination 2018 
Schedule - Facilities and areas Part 1 - Radio Facilities Item 4 and Part 3 - Low Impact 
Facilities Item 3.1(4)(a) based on the description above.   

 
3. In accordance with Section 7 of C564:2020 Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment, we 

invite you to provide feedback about the proposal. Further information and/or comments 
should be directed to Elizabeth Easton, Site Logic for Telstra, +61 444 580 047, 
liz@sitelogic.net.au by Wednesday 10 February 2021.    

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT PUBLIC NOTICES

ADVERTISERPHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

Follow us
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COLEMAN, Pat 
A great member of the 
Phillip Island and San 
Remo Legacy. Missed 

by all Legatees and 
Members alike. Rest in 

Peace Pat.

Let Him 
have all 
your  

worries  
and cares. 

1 Pet 5:7

DISHY/KITCHENHAND 
10-20+HOURS per week, 
depending on applicant. 
Mix of days, nights & 
weekends. No Exp nec-
essary. Immediate start 
avail. Apply in person to 
the Westernport Hotel, 
San Remo or email jeff@
thewesternport.com.au 

Phillip Island Community and Learning Centre (PICAL) is an 
incorporated not-for-profit charity providing a wide range of 
community services and learning opportunities to support the needs 
of all age groups on Phillip Island and surrounds.

Our diverse range of adult learning programs offer everything from pathways for employment and 
further study, to arts & crafts/ personal wellbeing/ and other lifestyle & leisure activities.
To help our community, PICAL operates emergency food relief/ referrals to specialist support services/ 
community networks and enterprises/ employment services/ and a Centrelink Agency.
It is an exciting time for PICAL as we grow our community services. In 2021 we will be moving to a new 
home and will be building a new community garden.

PICAL is currently looking for the following people.

Board Members:
PICAL is governed by a Committee (the Board). The Board has up to 11 members, including a President, 
Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. There are 11 ordinary Board meetings each year.
The Board is responsible for setting the strategic direction; ensuring that PICAL is well governed and 
all risks are properly managed. The Centre Manager is responsible for implementing the Board’s 
directions and for the day-to-day operations of PICAL.
PICAL is seeking Expressions of Interest to join the Board for an initial 3-year term. Board positions 
are honorary.
You will need to demonstrate a passion and deep interest in community service.
PICAL is seeking Board members with experience in governance and management, and some younger 
people who can bring different insights to the Board.

Operations Coordinator (Part Time/12 month contract):
PICAL is seeking the services of an experienced person to supervise many of PICAL’s daily operational 
and administrative functions, for the next 12 months.  Remuneration is negotiable, depending upon 
experience. The position is part-time 2 – 3 days per week.  All normal workplace entitlements are 
available.
Reporting to and supporting the Centre Manager, the Operations Coordinator will be responsible 
for day-to-day routine operations, rostering and oversight of all the volunteers that support PICAL’s 
services, as well as all administrative functions.

Further information
Further information, including role descriptions can be obtained by contacting Centre Manager Greg 
Thompson
e-mail: manager@pical.org.au or phone: 0400 655 540
Refer also to our website at: www.pical.org.au  or   Phillip Island Community and Learning

Applications & Closing Date
Please submit your Expression of Interest for a Board position or an Application, including CV, for 
the Operations Coordinator position via e-mail to manager@pical.org.au, by 5.00pm on Friday 12th 
February 2021.
Short listed candidates will be offered a briefing at PICAL, before final selection interviews.

Looking for committed people to 
join the PICAL Team

“RE-ADVERTISED”
Gippsland Disability Advocacy is a community-
based Disability Advocacy organisation covering 
the Gippsland region. Our mission is to advocate, 
promote, and be responsive to the welfare, rights, 
and interests of people with disabilities, and to 
build a more inclusive community. Our vision is 
that through advocacy, people with disabilities are 
empowered to exercise their rights.

As a result of new ILC funding, an opportunity exists 
for enthusiastic, self-motivated, and self-disciplined 
individuals for two place-based positions. 

Project Coordinator – Information 
Linkages and Capacity Building.
A minimum 18 hours a week (0.5 FTE, with capacity 
for additional hours) – Fixed Term period ending 
October 1st, 2022.
• 1 position located in East Gippsland 

• 1 position located in Bass Coast 
or South Gippsland.

Using a Community Development focus, Individual 
Capacity Building (ICB) activities build the collective 
capacity of people with disability by ensuring they 
have the knowledge, skills, and confi dence they 
need to set and achieve their goals. The activities 
must be for the primary and direct benefi t of 
people with disability, developed and delivered in 
collaboration with people with disabilities. 
Establishing and supporting Peer-Led Support 
groups in designated townships is imperative to 
these roles. 

To apply, you must supply a covering letter as 
well as addressing the Key Selection Criteria and 
Resume including the name of three (3) professional 
referees to: 
administration@gdai.org.au

For more information on the role contact Adrian 
Terranova – Executive Offi  cer Gippsland Disability 
Advocacy on 0428 971 390. 
Position Description can be obtained via: 
www.gdai.com.au/about-us/employment-2/

These two positions close at 5.00pm on Monday 
1st February 2021. 
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- Cleaners Needed - 
Starting rate of $27 p/h, raised to $32 p/h after 3 months.

We are a property management company for holiday homes and businesses on the Island. 
We provide everything from: cleaning, tech support, delivery & concierge services. We are 
looking for dependable cleaners to be a part of our committed team, happy to speak to 
established or new cleaners, on the island or close by.

We are deeply committed to owners & guests having a great experience & so your attention 
to detail & accountability for tasks undertaken is of the highest importance. 

We currently service a large number of houses on the Island & are adding more all the time 
so we have several positions available & can tailor hours to your requirements.

You need to have an ABN, reliable transportation and a  
vacuum.  We provide all cleaning products & most important 
is your pride in your professionalism & your commitment to 
the team.

For more information please call me at 0499 227 373 or 
email to holidayhomecarePI@gmail.com

Looking forward to hearing from you. Have a great day. 
Ray McNeal  
HolidayHomeCarePI.com
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SITUATION VACANT

PEOPLEWORKS
Experienced cleaners’ preferred,  

but can be trained on the job. 
Bass Coast Shire areas. 

Needs to be a ‘team player’, reliable,  
energetic, willing to be flexible. 
Must have current Police Check. 

For more info and applicant:
Please contact:

karina@peopleworks.com.au
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Bar Person
Full Time Position 

The Phillip Island RSL is offering exciting  
opportunity to become a member of our fantastic 
team. The successful applicant must possess the 
appropriate and necessary qualifications and be 

available to work nights and weekends.

The Phillip Island RSL is looking for a  
self-motivated, enthusiastic, customer service 
orientated and positive individual. Must have a 

current RSA and preferably TAB accreditations or 
willing to obtain, this role will work across all bars 

and requires someone with a good work ethic  
and willingness to upskill.

Experience in hospitality highly advantageous. 

Please forward resumes to:
General Manager
Phillip Island RSL

P.O Box 503
Cowes 3922

info@pirsl.com.au

JD
00

02
7A

A

Chef/ Cook

Barista

Front of house staff
(juniors welcome)

Kitchen hand

is seeking

We are seeking 
motivated individuals 

to join us at 
The Waterboy. 

Great hours, no nights, 
must be available 

weekends and 
public holidays.

Email resume to:
info@thewaterboycafe.com.au 

or call into 
58 Chapel Street 

Cowes.

Position Vacancies
Bass Coast Health

PROJECT SUPPORT OFFICER 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closing 29/01/2021
COUNSELLOR 
Permanent Part Time – Closing 31/01/2021
SEXUAL ASSAULT COUNSELLOR 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closing 31/01/2021
TEAM COORDINATOR COUNSELLING 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closing 31/01/2021
CONTINENCE ADVISOR 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closing 01/02/2021
ALLIED HEALTH EDUCATOR 
Fixed Term Full Time – Closing 05/02/2021
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST 
Permanent Full Time – Closing 08/02/2021
MEDICAL SPECIALIST – GENERAL  
MEDICINE PHYSICIAN OR  
GP GENERALIST MEDICAL OFFICER 
Permanent Full Time, Part Time or Sessional – 
Closing Open Ended
MEDICAL SPECIALIST – CONSULTANT & 
GENERAL PRACTICE ANAESTHETIST 
Permanent Full Time, Part Time or Sessional – 
Closing Open Ended
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT REGISTRAR 
Permanent Full time, Fixed Term Full Time – 
Closing Open Ended
FACEM 
Permanent Part Time, Sessional – Closing 
Open Ended
CAREER MEDICAL OFFICER 
Permanent Full Time, Permanent Part Time, 
Casual – Closing Open Ended
For full position details, a position 
description and how to apply, please refer 
to the BCH website basscoasthealth.org.au 
or contact Human Resources via email  
hr@basscoasthealth.org.au
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t 5671 3333   f 5671 3300
e info@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au
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Seek, buy and sell

DEATHS

CAR FOR SALE    
Kia Rio, well maintained 
and serviced. Registered 
till May 2021. Air con, 
power windows radio 
and cd player Manual 
transmission. Driven 
250,000kms
$1800 without road-
worthy.  
Call Ian on 0433 164 300

USED CARS 
TRUCKS & TRACTORS

COWES 54 Elvington Ave 
Saturday, 30 January 
7am onwards – Moving 
Sale – interesting things 
and a great variety.

GARAGE SALES

SITUATIONS 
VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

Re: PHIL RAY CELIA DIXON, late of 31 Bingley 
Crescent, Ventnor Victoria 3922, deceased.

Creditors, next-of-kin and others having claims 
in respect of the estate of the deceased, who 
died on 27 March 2020, are required to send 
particulars of their claim to the executors, care 
of the undersigned lawyers, by 28 March 2021, 
after which date the executors may convey or 
distribute the assets, having regard only to the 
claims of which they then have notice.

LEONARD & ASSOCIATES, Lawyers, Level 1,  
82 Thompson Ave, Cowes Victoria 3922.

Re:  Zora Skomina, late of 27 Giles Street, Mirboo 
North Victoria 3871, deceased.

Creditors, next-of-kin and others having claims in 
respect of the estate of the deceased, who died 
on 12 May 2020, are required to send particulars 
of their claim to the administrator, care of the un-
dersigned lawyers, by 28 March 2021, after which 
date the administrator may convey or distribute 
the assets, having regard only to the claims of 
which they then have notice.

LEONARD & ASSOCIATES, Lawyers, Level 1, 82 
Thompson Ave, Cowes Victoria 3922.

PUBLIC NOTICES

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings 
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA 
Cowes Big Book meeting 
at St Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 
0417 317 470; Salvation 
Army building, McKenzie 
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
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Another Christmas school 
holidays done and dusted. 
That makes fifteen since we 
took over the shop with ev-
ery one of them different.

This year we had some 
good weather and some typi-
cal summer unsettled weath-
er but overall, there were 
plenty of days to get out for 
a fish for all the visitors that 
holidayed here.

One thing many visitors 
make comment on when 
fishing here for the first time 
is the variety of fish you can 
catch in a session.

When you now add in the 
regular bluefin and kingfish 
catches through summer it’s 
becoming a destination for 
all types of fishermen, all we 
need is a couple of marlin to 
show up and we will have it 
all.

The other thing surprises 
visitors is the current here.

With many from the rivers 
or even Port Phillip Bay it’s 
a bit of a shock and they are 
generally under-prepared 
but doesn’t take too long to 
work it out.

Whiting this week have 
continued and it’s been one 
of the best years we can re-
member. Not necessarily for 
numbers or size but for the 
number of places people are 
catching them – land and 
boat.

We can’t remember a year 
where whiting was being 
caught in so many different 
places and depths.

Boating has been the usual 
shallow 1.5m to 3m but the 
amount caught in 10m and 
above almost equals them 
and the quality this week 
was a little better in the deep.

The reports are a little scat-
tered because of the traffic 
but the extra people fishing 
for them in so many different 
areas at the one-time means 
we get just as many reports 
and see lots of fish.

We have seen a slight 
change in the whiting this 
week also with most of those 
fishing around Dickies Bay/
Bass River area saying there 
have been a lot of very small 
whiting this week.

The majority are around 
30/34cm but pencils and not 

the very healthy condition 
ones we are used to this year.

You would have to think 
they are only new whiting in 
and given another month or 
so will fill out and be worth 
keeping.

The only snapper reports 
are coming from offshore on 
the reefs towards Kilcunda 
where we have seen several 
around the 5kg. The only 
thing being caught in the 
bay is very small and the oc-
casional pan-sized pinkie.

We got a couple of reports 
late over the weekend of 4kg 
snapper off Cowes so maybe 
we will see a run of bigger 
ones in February as we did 
last year.

There is plenty in the bay to 
catch with schools of salm-
on, yakkas, mackerel and 
couta showing up, so make 
sure you have a small lure or 
a bait jig ready to go.

Several good gummies in 
the bay also and not just in 
the channels but a handful 
reported from across the 6m 
part of the corals.

Offshore is where most of 
the action has been this week 
with countless boats out 
chasing tuna and kingfish.

There were so many boats 
out the western entrance 
towards Port Phillip heads 
on Saturday that there was 
plenty of running over lures 
and cutting off lines happen-
ing. It was those there early 
that caught the fish.

There were the boats from 
the island with boats from 
the ramps on the Hastings 
side mixed with the boats 
coming out of Port Phillip 
heads and as always by the 
time most got there the fish 
were down deep.

We did hear of a few being 
caught later in the day in the 
same area, from those boats 
finding a quiet spot to them-
self away from the crowd un-
til they hooked up … which 
attracted everybody.

We had several tuna re-
ported from east of the west-
ern entrance all the way to 
Cape Patterson with some 
divers telling us the schools 
they came across were too 
big to even guess the number 
of fish.

They were a little timid 
and plenty of work needed to 
get them to take a lure with 
just as much success com-
ing from those who jumped 
in the water amongst the 
school.

The best results came 
from those who have fi-
nally worked it out to give 
themselves the best chance, 
don’t go to wide, as close as 
15m, and don’t go too big, 
small skirts and feathers. 
And don’t think you have to 
look for birds diving. Large 
schools of lazy mutton birds 
will often sit on a school of 
fish just picking scraps off 
the surface, so always worth 
a look.

Makos have made an ap-
pearance finally or should I 
say a few people, after burn-
ing a few $100 in fuel chasing 
tuna have started to fish for 
them. I would much prefer 
a freezer full of flake than 
tuna anyway.

We had a handful of them 
reported this week, around 
the 30kg mark with a couple 
simply swimming up to the 
boat as it stopped and started 
to do a bit of bottom bashing.

We don’t see or hear of 
many, we also had a ham-
merhead reported over the 
weekend. It was going to be 
released but before a photo 
could be taken it bit through 
the leader and released itself.

There was also plenty of 
reports of quality offshore 
gummies and some decent 
bags of flathead and snapper 
also from offshore.

Most of the reports we 
had come from east of Cape 
Woolamai down to Cape Pa-
terson and the flathead espe-
cially took a bit of finding. 
But once you did it was easy 
to get a good feed.

Kingfish have also made an 
appearance, mostly rats and 
are a bit of a by-catch from 
those chasing tuna with not 
a lot yet targeting them.

Most of the kingfish we 
had seen were around the 
headland of Cape Woolamai, 
The Pinnacle and Pyramid 
Rock.

If you are going to head 
offshore from the eastern 
entrance for a bit of a trawl 
or even a bottom bash, get 
out of bed a little earlier and 
drop some lures in the water 
as soon as the last green peg. 
There has been a few show 
up just in the entrance.

14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BOLD

TIDE GUIDE
Thu 28 1.08am 6.35am 12.25pm 6.38pm

2.61m 1.43m 2.27m 0.68m

Fri 29 2.08am 7.40am 1.36pm 7.38pm
2.73m 1.34m 2.33m 0.61m

Sat 30 3.01am 8.37am 2.39pm 8.33pm
2.85m 1.21m 2.44m 0.54m

Sun 31 3.49am 9.27am 3.36pm 9.24pm
2.94m 1.06m 2.55m 0.49m

Mon 1 4.32am 10.13am 4.29pm 10.12pm
2.99m 0.90m 2.66m 0.47m

Tue 2 5.13am 10.56am 5.18pm 10.59pm
3.01m 0.73m 2.74m 0.50m

Wed 3 5.49am 11.37am 6.08pm 11.45pm
2.99m 0.58m 2.80m 0.56m

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  
No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point
Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31
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Midweek Bowls Thursday 21/1 was played 
at San Remo with 32 happy bowlers.

The day was perfect for bowls and the 
green ran true.

As usual we had a great day of good bowl-
ing and lots of happy banter.

We had two new bowlers to midweek Sue 
and Greg Wood and they had a very enjoy-
able day.

The cold drinks at the end of the day was 
most appreciated. Thank you to Peter Thor-
ley in the bar and for looking after us with a 
lovely smile and also Sue Wood and Elaine 
Fitt the wonderful ladies who supplied us 
with our tea and coffee.

Next week we will be playing at Tarwin 
Lower. 10am at venue for a 10.30am start. 
BYO lunch. Come along and join our happy 
group of people. To register or for more in-
formation please contact Peter McWilliams 
on 56785974 everyone welcome. See you on 
the green.

The popular Phillip Island Boardriders Sin-
gle Fin comp originally scheduled for Janu-
ary 23 has been postponed.

Organisers said unfortunately the Single 
Fin event didn’t go ahead because of some 
permit confusion.

“The postponement has come due to our de-
sire to operate in line with PINP permit poli-
cies,” the club posted on its Facebook page.

The Single Fin competition is the club’s big-
gest event of the year, and its biggest fundraiser.

The money raised is used to maintain the 
Boardriders’ clubrooms as well as helping 
cover the cost of sending a team to the Austra-
lian Boardriders Competition later in the year.

The Single Fin event is normally held in 
January each year (last year it ran on Janu-
ary 11 and doubled as a fundraiser for the 
bushfires). 

The club is hoping to reschedule the event 
for later in 2021.

But the Boardriders will be back in the wa-
ter next weekend when the Victorian round of 
the Australian Boardriders Battle is held on 
Phillip Island on January 30.

It should be a great weekend of surfing on 
the island, with the Surfing Vic Victorian 
Masters Titles cancelled due to bad weather 
earlier this month, running the following day, 
January 31.

Boardriders event postponed

Perfect Day for Bowls!

Winners: Laurie Bell (3), Denis Talbot (S), 
Wayne Stevens (L), and Bill Williams (2).

Runners up: Graham McKergow (3),  
Bev Elliott (2), Jenny Smith (L) and  
Peter McWilliams (S).

Best One Game: Mark Andretta (S),  
Jenny Harding (L), David Talbot (2) and  
Chris Coulson (3).

The Water Wallies who won on the night were the team of Danny West, Paul Roswell and 
Peter Colla.

Division 2 won a close game 
over SanRemo.

Division 3 won over Tarwin 
Lower.

Division 5 lost to Lang 
Lang.

Mid week Division 1, team 
1 won over San Remo. Team 
2 lost to Corinella.

Division 3 also lost to Fish 
Creek.

We are going to celebrate 
Australia Day with an Aussie 
dress up day for a pairs com-
petition – a bit of light relief 
from competition.

Hans Olierook was defeat-
ed by John Hall in the SGBD 
SIngles Final Championship, 
but well done Hans.

Our Men’s 100 Up final will 
be played on Sunday between 

Jimmy Kirk and Steve Farrelly.
The Ladies 21 Up will be 

played between Marlene 
Puncher and Karen Cashen.

This is the last week of 
Barefoot Bowls. John Batty 
has again done a stellar job 
organising this.

Corporate Bowls was blessed 
with a warm night to com-
mence this club’s competition.

Tuesday January 19 – Men’s 18 Hole Stableford.
Winner was Laurie Downward H/c (14) with 41 

points from Kristian Phillips H/c (19) with 39 points.
Men’s 9 Hole Stableford.
Winner was Steve Davie H/c (27) with 19 points from 

Basil Moloney H/c (14) with 18 points on a countback 
from David Gladman H/c (16) also with 18 points.

Wednesday January 20 – Ladies 18 Hole Stableford
Winner was Helen Coghlan H/c (15) with 40 points 

from Tracey Cuff H/c (21) with 39 points.
Ladies 9 Hole Stableford.
Winner was Shirley Watts H/c (38) with 16 points 

from Norma Corr H/c (39) with 13 points.
Thursday January 21 – Men’s & Ladies 18 Hole Sta-

bleford.
Winner was Jason Martin H/c (12) with 38 points 

from Robert Sparkmen H/c (11) with 37 points.
Men’s & Ladies 9 Hole Stableford.
Winner was Robert Leak H/c (27) with 19 points 

from Ian Bray H/c (29) with 19 points on a countback 
from David Scrase H/c (31) also with 19 points.

Saturday January 23 – Mens 18 Hole Stableford.
Winner was Phil Dressing H/c (21) with 41 points 

from Robert Sparkman H/c (12) with 40 points on a 
countback from Gregory Stewart H/c (29) also with 
40 points.

Next Week – Single Stableford & Semi Final of the 
Men’s Matchplay.

Ladies 18 Hole Stableford.
Winner was Louise Griffin H/c (26) with 40 points 

from Megan Havers H/c (25) with 39 points.
Men’s & Ladies 9 Hole Stableford.
Winner was Steve Rieger H/c (26) with 21 points on 

a countback from Brian Carvell H/c (26) also with 21 
points.

Our Raffle for the three Beautiful paintings is com-
ing to an end and Members are asked to return all 
tickets to the Golf Shop before Saturday, January 30.

The three paintings are still on display at the Phillip 
Island Golf Club. Thank you to the Artists who donat-
ed the paintings - David Taylor, Diana Edwards and 
Tom Tyrrell. The Raffle will be drawn at The Phillip 
Island Golf Club on Sunday, January 31 at 3pm.

Good luck to all!

Phillip Island Golf

Phillip Island bowls results

South West Gippsland Midweek Bowls Group

Around the Bay 
WITH J I M’S BA IT A N D TACK L E
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

156 SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES

12 WAGTAIL WAY, COWES

9 SEAGROVE WAY, COWES
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CONTRACT

WE HAVE QUALITY  
TENANTS WAITING

RENTAL  
PROPERTIES 
URGENTLY 
WANTED

AUCTION SATURDAY
6TH FEBRUARY at 2PM 
• Renovators Delight
• 2 bed/1bath
• Great sized allotment of 625m2

$650,000 - $680,000
• Situated directly opposite park
• 3 bed/2 bath/2 car
• Spacious undercover rear deck

 WE HAVE  
CASH BUYERS 

READY TO  
PURCHASE  

NOW!

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local 
newsagency

ADVERTISERPHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

LK00109

A Grade
After a two-hour trip from Le-

ongatha fighting against tourist 
traffic, the Imperials arrived at 
Cowes to take on the A grade 
boys in what was a crucial clash 
in regards to ladder position.

After winning the toss the 
Sharks decided to bat first and 
got off to a solid start after 9 
wides were bowled in the first 
over.

When one finally hit the pitch 
it found the edge of opening bats-
men Steve McIntyre and he was 
caught behind for 2.

Eli Richards came to the crease 
and along with other opener Bro-
die Johnston the two went about 
forging a fine partnership that 
saw the Sharks through to the 
26th over with the score at 2 
for 117 when Richards was dis-
missed for 58.

Johnston was dismissed soon 
after for a well-made 42 and 
some power hitting in the fi-
nal ten overs from Jarrod Black 
(19) and Greg Selby (23) saw the 
Sharks to their highest total of 
the year at 184.

After the break the Imperi-
als openers came out swinging, 
chancing their arm and were 
able to find the fence on a few 
occasions until a screaming 
catch from Eli Richards in third 
slip saw the Sharks get a break-
through.

The Imperials kept throwing 
the bat and were scoring at a 
good rate but the Sharks were 
able to take wickets at regular 
intervals and the game was well 
balanced at the drinks break 
with the score at 4 for 84.

Clint Wilson bowled his eight 
overs straight and was fantastic 
as always, finishing with 3 for 31 
off his eight overs. When he took 
the third of his wickets, the score 
sat at 6 for 115 with the Sharks in 

the box seat.
However the Imperials fought 

hard and got themselves right 
back in the game with some 
good lower order hitting and the 
Sharks definately took their foot 
off the throat as the game drew 
to another close finish.

With the Imperials needing 14 
runs off the last two overs the 
Sharks were unable to hold onto 
a few chances and the Imperials 
went on the pass the score of 185 
eight wickets down in the last 
over of the day.

The Sharks will have to bounce 
back quickly to keep a finals spot 
safe and face Leongatha Town 
next week in a big game. Go 
Sharks.

C2
160 run partnership gets C2a 

great win!
With the return of cricket for 

the Island, C2 found ourselves on 
the road to Outrim, in a paddock 
at the foothills of the Strzeleckis.

We welcomed back Darcy 
Johnston, Darcy Excell and Mar-
cus Lieberman, who has hung up 
the golf clubs for a cricket bat!

Well, for one week for now.
We lost the toss and were asked 

to bowl by those great guys of 
OMK.

We opened with both Darcys 
and although not picking up 
wickets they at times had the 
batsman in all sorts of trouble.

A change at one end when Joh-
no Senior took over from Junior 
and we had our first wicket when 
Lieberman took a brilliant catch 
at first slip.

The second came not long after 
when Peter Francis suggested to 
his Captain a fielding change. It 
was rejected and he was told to 
stay in his position … the very 
next ball a catch came his way.

Peter claims it confused the 
batsman and forced an error! 

Stick to bowling Pete!
We went to drinks 2 for 78 but 

things got away from us after 
that.

The opposition played smart 
and although lucky at times they 
managed to get to a healthy 190.

A tough chase but if we think 
we are a top side then there are 
the challenges we have to get 
good at.

Manning and Muscat opened 
but neither hung around, same as 
Kenter and we found ourselves in 
a lot of trouble at 3-17.

Gav Excell and Darcy John-
ston went to work.

Gav hitting hard and long and 
Darcy rotating the strike and a 
magnificent 160 run partnership, 
as good as any seen at this level, 
nearly got their team home.

Unfortunately, Gav was tired 
and holed out for a fantastic 73.

Franga came in and they 
passed the total with three overs 
to spare.

Darcy, not known for his bat-
ting skills played a great innings 
and was unbeaten on 68.

We certainly can improve our 
game but it was a terrific win.

Thanks Marcus for helping 
out. He bowled 4 overs for 17 
and was unlucky not to pick up a 
wicket. He took a great catch and 
attempted to take three others.

Hopefully we can get him to 
play again and get to see his bat-
ting skills.

Johno Senior 2-24 and Franga 
2-34.

A very good win but there is a 
lot of improvement to be had!

Under 16s
This week saw the Under 16’s 

return home to play ladder lead-
ers Inverloch at Cowes.

Full of confidence and down 
two of their best batsmen for the 
first week, Inverloch won the toss 
and sent Phillip Island in to bat.

Openers Kohen Beaumont and 
Henry Peppard made a solid 
start, seeing off some well-paced, 
controlled bowling.

Despite this however, the bats-
men were able to dictate the flow 
of the game, using the pace of the 
ball to manipulate the field, find-
ing gaps and keeping the score 
moving.

It wasn’t until the 16th over 
however, that a well thought out 
bowling change brought about 
the downfall of Kohen Beau-
mont.

Bowling with accuracy and 
without pace on the ball, Kohen 
was lured into a big shot.

Advancing down the wicket, 
the ball found the edge of a hard 
swung bat and lofted to gully, 
where Kohen was caught out for 
a well-made 34.

This saw a dramatic shift in 
play, as the slow bowling con-
tinued, drying up the runs to a 
trickle.

From 1 for 70 after 17 overs, 
the Sharks could only manage 
19 runs from the proceeding 13 
overs, proving once again that 
taking pace off the ball in any 
situation, can be a successful 
stopping strategy.

A break in the game came how-
ever, when big Zac Walker strode 
to the wicket.

Playing without fear and keep-
ing a simple strategy, Zac was 
able to hit boundaries, rotate the 
strike and get the scoreboard 
moving again.

Assisted with cameos from 
William Peppard, Tim Niven and 
Heath Womersley, the Sharks 
were able to cobble together a re-
spectable total of 6 for 135 after 
their 40 overs.

A good start with the ball will 
tell the story of the game next 
week.

Fingers crossed and good luck 
lads.

Critical clashes for Sharks’ ladder hopes

Darcy Johnston (L) and Gavin Excell shared a match winning151 
run partnership in C2’s impressive win over OMK on Saturday. 
Darcy made 68 not out and Gavin made 73.

Marcus Liberman played his first game of cricket in 30 plus years 
against Outtrim on Saturday in C2. Marcus took a catch in slips 
and bowled four tidy overs but was not required with the bat.
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