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Cowes west residents have blasted a pro-
posed $900,000 upgrade to a Cowes caravan 
park, saying it “adds insult to injury”.

For several years surrounding residents have 
been promised an upgrade by managers of 
the Cowes Foreshore Tourist Park, which is on 
Crown land at 164 Church Street, with Bass 
Coast Shire as the landlords.

The upgrade was set to alleviate an over-
fl ow of parking problems, mostly in summer, 
where surrounding streets are log-jammed 
with visitor cars.

The upgrade was also hoped to address con-
cerns about noise, as well as encroachment on 
foreshore vegetation, with residents concerned 
“trees have strangely disappeared over a num-
ber of years” and “foreshore has been claimed 
and developed by stealth”.

However, the park tenants have lodged the 
much-anticipated planning permit for the site, 
adding 12 new ensuites, eight new studio units, 
four glamping buildings directly on the beach, 
but just 17 new car parks.

There will also be a new swimming pool, 
jumping pillow, pool shed and fencing, which 
will all require the removal of 20 trees, includ-
ing several signifi cant, healthy natives.

Under a lease agreement signed in 2018, the 
former caravan park leasees , (who took over 
tenancy of the Church Street property in 1995) 
requested their lease be transferred to Across 
Australia Parks and Resorts, with no public 
tender process.

They  had secured a new 21-year lease in July 
2015 with an initial annual rent of $255,000.

According to the shire, the lease did not go 
out to tender because no submissions were re-
ceived after the lease was publicly advertised 
in 2015.

The lease requires the shire to pay to the ten-
ant an annual works contribution to the value 
of 20 per cent of annual rent. Of this contribu-
tion 10 per cent can be used for maintenance 
and the remaining amount for capital works.

“Insult”
Resident Rhonda Barnett said given the ex-

pansion of facilities in the upgrade, the num-
ber of allocated car parks was a “joke”.

“It now has more than 220 sites and the park-
ing was already insuffi cient, with visitors al-
ways bringing extra cars and friends’ cars. But 
this adds insult to injury,” said Rhonda, who 
will be lodging an objection to the plans.

“I believe there’s now no parking for staff, I 
can’t see any disabled car parks, nor any for 
boats or jetskis.

“I’m disappointed in this plan because it con-
tinues to disrespect residents.”

Nine objections have already been lodged 
with the shire, highlighting concerns about 
insuffi cient parking, with one objector de-
scribing each summer as “a nightmare for sur-
rounding properties”.

Along with other residents, the Barnett’s 
driveway is often blocked throughout the peak 
summer season by visitor cars and she ques-
tioned whether the allocated 17 car park spac-
es would even fi t that number of cars.

Continued page 3

Caravan park 
plans raise 
resident ire

Surf Beach resident and former state politician Kay Setches was among the 933 Australians recognised in this year’s Queen’s Birthday Honours.
Ms Setches received an Order of Australia medal for signifi cant service to the people and Parliament of Victoria and to women in politics 
(see story on page 8).

Queen’s 
honour 
for  Kay!
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2078
tests done locally

4
Non-residents 
tested positive

4
Local residents 
tested positive

 Bass Coast COVID-19 update*

*From BCH Assessment clinics only.
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There was a special surprise in store for the 
staff at Cowes Primary School last week.

The school community came together to cre-
ate a unique thank you, acknowledging the 
time, effort and dedication the teachers and 
support staff had put into remote learning.

As well as a print by Inverloch artist Fiona 
Kennedy, parents presented teachers with 
a special video from the children and a gift 
voucher so they could treat themselves.

Local mum Lorey Sheers was the brains be-
hind the operation, rallying parents to get in-
volved, make videos of their kids and donating 
for a gift.

She said she wanted to make sure the staff were 
recognised for their efforts during online learning 
and realised how much they were appreciated.

“They did a tremendous job ensuring stu-
dent welfare was top priority and really caring 
about the students and families all while they 
lived through it too,” she explained.

First up, she created a Facebook page and 
asked parents to film their children saying 
thank you to staff.

“I also said I was going to create a group gift 
for the teachers and people could contribute if 
they wanted to,” she explained.

Lorey was overwhelmed by the response – 
“people were so generous” – over $1700 was 
raised and more than 120 video clips were made.

The clips were compiled into a 13-minute 
long thank-you, while Lorey used Facebook 
polls to decide on the best thank you present.

The top results were a Fiona Kennedy print 
and a gift voucher so the entire team could 
treat themselves to a lunch or dinner.

“Our only condition was the money had to be 
spent on them,” Lorey said.

Principal Rod McKenzie said the staff were 
overwhelmed with the gesture.

“The staff absolutely loved the video and it 
was great to see so many families involved. We 
will use the funds for a staff celebration which 
will take place once restrictions ease so we 
can all be together,” he said.

“The lovely print will be framed and placed 
in the staffroom as reminder of our wonderful 
school community.”

For the teachers, the extra recognition was 
heart-warming, thoughtful and unexpected.

“It brought a tear to my eye,” admitted teach-
er Kylie Carlson.

“I thought it was really special. It is not often 
we get such lovely recognition for the work 
that we do!”

Fellow teacher Bree Rutherford said it was 
nice to be recognised, “but the real heroes 
were the kids”, while Chris Andrews said the 
“incredibly thoughtful gesture” helped him re-
alise how much their hard work was valued.

True community spirit
During online learning, despite being physi-

cally separated, the school community had to 
pull together.

“We were all in it together. It was hard on 
students, parents and teachers,” Lorey said.

“I never once felt that I should be doing more 
as a parent. Staff were always checking on our 

welfare, that we were all okay. That made a dif-
ference – because a lot of people did struggle.

“I’m amazed they pulled remote learning to-
gether in such a short time,” she continued.

“It’s not part of their degree. They all had to 
learn as they went and they did it so well.”

The school community might have been 
scattered during the Coronavirus shutdown, 
but Lorey feels now it’s stronger than ever. 
And the response to her thank you effort is 
testament to that.

“I realised how strong our school commu-
nity was. Instantly I had people wanting to be 
a part of it.”

School Council President, Brendan Cash-
man applauded the efforts of Lorey and the 

other parents.
“Lorey did an amazing job gathering all the 

videos and donations from parents. This was her 
initiative and she drove the whole campaign.

“School Council would like to acknowledge 
the amazing efforts of students, parents and 
teachers over this unique period. The teach-
ers and staff at Cowes Primary have managed  
to keep the kids engaged and created some-
thing special with the Friday videos being a 
highlight.

“We are very lucky to have such an amazing 
school within our community,” he said.

Teacher Jess Carroll agreed: “It was a great 
reflection on how our school community has 
strengthened during remote learning.”

The long weekend got off to a slow start with 
traffic on Phillip Island Road banked up to Sil-
verwater Resort on Friday afternoon, after a 
two-vehicle collision at Surf Beach.

A car and truck collided near Pine Avenue at 
Surf Beach. Police said no one was seriously in-
jured, however traffic was diverted for several 
hours while ambulance and emergency ser-
vices attended and cleared the scene, causing 
delays for motorists coming onto the island.

Senior Sergeant Andrew O’Brien said while 
there were large numbers of visitors across the 
weekend, there were no major incidents and 
people were “very well behaved”.

Drink driving offences up
State highway patrol units were active in 

the area over the long weekend, with police 
reporting a significant number of drink/drug 
driving offences.

Other offences included driving unregis-
tered vehicles or driving without a licence.

The highway patrols will make the Bass 
Coast area a focus going forward, a police 
spokesperson said.

Burglary spate
Senior Sergeant O’Brien said there had been 

a spate of household burglaries across Phil-
lip Island in the past week, with a higher than 
normal number of incidents reported.

While there was no real pattern to the of-
fences, he said it appeared the perpetrators 
were growing in confidence.

He appealed to residents to report any suspi-
cious activity.

“If you see a strange car in the street, or any-
thing that seems a bit out of place, don’t be 
afraid to ring Triple Zero (000),” he said.

He reminded people to lock their houses and 
cars.

Caravan smashed
A caravan parked in Walton Street in Cowes 

was badly damaged last week.
Police said they’d been called to a family vio-

lence incident at a separate Cowes address. A 
45-year old male had left the scene and went 
to Walton Street, where he damaged the cara-
van, smashing all the windows and panels. The 
police located and arrested him for both the 
family violence incident and the damage to the 

van. Police said the man will face court at a 
later date.

Street robbery
A teenager was robbed in Cowes on May 30.
Police said the young male was walking 

near the bus terminal at the Cowes Transit 
Centre when he was approached by two men. 
The men physically threatened the teenager 
and forced him to hand over his iPhone and 
$20 in cash before running off. The incident 
is being investigated by the Crime Investi-
gation Unit.

A collision between a car and a truck at Surf Beach on Friday afternoon saw traffic at a stand-
still on Phillip Island Road with cars diverted along unsealed roads in the estate.

Police report a quiet weekend

Lorey Sheers presenting the Fiona Kennedy print to Principal Rod McKenzie and Assistant Princi-
pal Sarah Tyrell, part of a thank you to staff at Cowes Primary School from the school community.

An extra special thank you
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The Minister for Planning has required AGL and APA to prepare an Environment 
Effects Statement (EES) to assess the potential for environmental effects of the 
proposed Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project.

Formal exhibition of the EES and key approvals documents, being the proposed 
planning scheme amendment to the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme 
(C272), the EPA works approval application, and the pipeline licence application, 
is intended to commence no less than two weeks after the publication of this 
notice.

Due to the declared state of the emergency in response to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Minister has decided that conventional exhibition of the EES and 
key approvals documents for physical inspection at public exhibition places is 
not appropriate. Recognising this, the Minister has amended the procedures and 
requirements applying to the exhibition stage of the EES process for this EES.

The EES and related key approvals documentation will be exhibited for 
a period of 40 business days for public comment.

For exhibition purposes, the EES and key approvals documents will be available 
online at the Project website at gasimportprojectvictoria.com.au

During the public exhibition period, members of the public will be able to read 
the EES and the key approvals documents and make written submissions.  
A notice announcing the commencement of exhibition will be made, which  
will include information about how to make submissions.

The EES is the accredited assessment process for each of the Gas Import 
Jetty Works and the Pipeline Works under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth). Submissions can be made on EPBC 
Act matters as well.

For more information and to place your order visit www.gasimportprojectvictoria.com.au or phone 1800 039 600

Pre-order an EES Information Pack

Request an EES information pack, free of charge. The pack contains: 

• A USB loaded with the complete EES and key approval documents
• A printed EES Summary Report
• A printed copy of the EES Map Book
• An information sheet on ‘How to Navigate the EES’

For those who may have accessibility issues, or where electronic  
options are impractical, hard copies may be requested. A charge for  
postage costs will apply for hard copies of the EES Main Report, and 
charges will also apply for printing of the EES Attachments and  
Technical Reports. Requested items will be sent in time for start  
of the exhibition period, or within a week of receipt of each request  
(and payment for hard copies where relevant). 

Please note the EES is a long document and we encourage the use  
of electronic versions to reduce any environmental impact.

From page 1
Rhonda also said she was con-

cerned about the siting of the jump-
ing pillow near residential homes, 
and the noise it would create.

In a letter to the editor in today’s 
paper, Rhonda raises a number of 
concerns about the caravan park, 
questioning why the lease was not 
put out to public tender.

“It was very poor business man-
agement for Bass Coast and Victo-
ria. The only people to make a prof-
it were the former leasees and the 
new leasees, not Bass Coast Shire 
ratepayers,” Rhonda writes.

“Bass Coast Shire provides a 
20 per cent reduction of the rates 
which, if you do the maths for blue 
chip real estate beach frontage, is 
way below commercial value.

“Profits from the Crown land go 
to private enterprise, and not the 
public.”

She asks why, given the park is 
on Crown land, the public have no 
right of access through to the beach, 
adding that surrounding beach 
front properties “are all strongly en-
couraged to protect the native veg-
etation growing at the front of their 
beach front properties”.

“Strangely there is no vegetation 
on the beach front of the caravan 
park: campers enjoy an exclusive 
view,” she said.

“There has been no respect 
for the hooded plover and other 
wildlife on that exclusive part of  
the beach, no tree plantings to en-
courage new permanent vegetation 
and no respect for the erosion on 
the area.”

A shire spokesman said the cara-
van park paid a commercial lease 
rate, “the same rate as any private-
ly-owned caravan park”.

“This is a commercial lease and 
like most commercial leases the 
tenant strives to make a profit from 
its enterprise on the land and the 
landlord in return receives a rental 
income,” the spokesman said.

Development “by stealth”
Another nearby resident, who will 

be lodging an objection to the plans, 
said that park managers had “taken 
over the foreshore by stealth” and the 
shire was demonstrating hypocrisy.

“And they’re now developing by 
stealth,” said the resident, who asked 
not to be named.

“They are planning to erect glam-
ping structures right on the edge of 
the beach, which will be extremely 
obvious to anyone on the beach.

“The shire tells us – rightly so – 

the foreshore is precious and trees 
shouldn’t be cut down, yet at the 
same time they are allowing the 
park to expand out to the beach. It’s 
double standards.”

She said a giant foreshore tree had 
been cut down last month by arbor-
ists, next to the area where the glam-
ping tents were set to be erected.

The resident was also critical of the 
advertising process of the park plans, 
saying that there had been little public 
notice given, which was especially con-
cerning during COVID-19 lockdown.

Plans
The planning permit for the up-

grade states “some minor redevelop-
ments and additions” are proposed, 
including four two-bedroom glam-
ping tents, each with an ensuite, 
kitchenette and porch, serviced by a 
6m wide two-way compacted gravel 
roadway.

“While the proposed glamping tents 
are proximate to the coastline, the 
form and character of the proposed 
four tents are modest and not out of 
keeping with the form and character 
of other structures, tents and caravans 
that area visible along this stretch of 
coastline,” the permit states.

“It is our view that, due to their 
modest scale and tent-like form, the 
proposed glamping tents will not be 
visually obtrusive when seen from 
the ocean/bay.”

The new car parking includes 17 
car parking spaces, 2.7 metre wide x 
6 metre deep, serviced by a 6 metre 
wide sealed access road.

“The proposed new formal car 
parking area will improve the over-
all supply, efficiency and safety of 
car parking within the subject site.”

The permit states the campground 
is not at risk of inundation, with a 
coastal risk flooding map showing 
all proposed buildings above the 
highest tide level as projected under 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change’s “high” 2100 sea level 
rise scenario.

The park is zoned public park and 
recreation.

Management response
The Advertiser contacted the cur-

rent managers of the facility about 
resident concerns and they emailed 
this response:

“As we have not been made aware 
of any of the objections, we would 
prefer not to discuss until we have 
been formally notified of these ob-
jections”.

Across Australia Parks and Re-

sorts director is Mark Manteit, who 
was the Phillip Island Nature Park 
CEO for seven years from 2003.

The company has a number of 
other caravan parks including Venus 
Bay and Victor Harbor in South Aus-
tralia.

Bass Coast Shire councillors 
agreed to transfer the lease from the 
Currans to Across Australia Parks 
and Resorts in 2018.

(Originally, the  park was operated 
by the Shire of Phillip Island, with 
the substantial revenue generated 
over many decades used by the shire 
for foreshore maintenance works.

(But it was leased out to private 
enterprise in 1995 by the Commis-
sioners appointed to run the newly 
formed Bass Coast Shire, following 
the amalgamation of councils in 
1994.) 

At the time of the transfer of the 
lease in 2018 Cr Michael Whelan 
asked shire officers about com-
plaints the caravan park had re-
ceived about parking, anti-social be-
haviour and removal of trees on the 
foreshore.

“I’m not suggesting there’s a foun-
dation for these complaints but is 
there a way we can insert into the 
new lease that management deal with 
these three issues?” Cr Whelan asked.

The then manager of BCS gover-
nance David Elder said shire staff 
were “well aware of the issues” and 
that a new visitor car park was part 
of the new lessee’s master plan of 
capital works.

“When there’s a nuisance issue af-
ter hours, the community is advised 
to call Triple 0,” Mr Elder said, adding 
that 24-hour staff representation was 
required at the park.

He said he would have to further 
investigate the vegetation issues.

“The new tenant has a track record 
of running caravan parks and they 
know what they are walking into,” 
Mr Elder said.

“If these issues continue we’ll try 
and find a suitable outcome.”

Caravan park plans raise resident ire

This photo shows the boundary of the Cowes Foreshore Tourist Park, with 
the top left designated for the glamping tents.
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

JobKeeper is here to help Australian businesses keep their current 
staff and employees keep their jobs. So, when you’re ready to 
start up again or get back to work, we can all get back to business 
sooner. To find out more, visit jobkeeper.gov.au

JobKeeper.
Getting us back to
business sooner.
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Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR LOCAL 
BUSINESS

WONTHAGGI 
TILE & HEATING
6/6 Cyclone Street, Wonthaggi

Phone 5672 2543

Coonara, Nectre, 
Quadra, Jindarra, 
Kemtan heaters 

and more! 

40 HEATERS ON DISPLAY, 
PLUS ACCESSORIES. WE CAN ALSO 

SOURCE HEATERS NOT ON THE FLOOR. 

Australian made and imported 
30 years 
industry 

knowledge

LK
00

24
8A

A

'DONNELL OPTICA

O L

'DONNELL OPTICA

O L

Shop 2/74 Chapel Street, Cowes  Ph: 5952 5771

We're here to serve!

�

 Unique designer frames, exclusive to 

O'Donnell Optical.

�

 All lenses manufactured, ground and 

fitted in Wonthaggi.

�

 Hundreds of frames to choose from.

�

 Same-day service, including bi-focals 

and progressives in clear and sun-

reacting.

�

 Telescopes and binoculars.

�

 Eye examinations bulk billed.

�

 D.V.A. catered for.

�

 Pensioner discounts.

�

 Repairs and adjustment.

�

 Fast, efficient and friendly service.

101 Graham Street, Wonthaggi  Ph/Fax: 5672 2977
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With Coronavirus restrictions 
easing, visitors returned to Phil-
lip Island over the weekend.

The streets of Cowes were 
busy with people eager to en-
joy the sunshine and the new-
ly reopened local cafes and 
restaurants.

At times there were queues 
outside supermarkets as se-
curity guards enforced social 
distancing requirements.

Roads on and off the island 
were also busy, with traffic on 
Phillip Island Road flowing 
steadily.

There were delays on Friday 
afternoon due to an accident 
at Surf Beach (see separate 
story), with traffic banked 
back past San Remo.

On Monday afternoon, traf-
fic slowed to a crawl from the 
airport at Cape Woolamai to 
the bridge as visitors and holi-
day homeowners headed back 
to the city.

Penguins return
Phillip Island Nature Parks 

reopened their doors on the 
weekend and tickets to the 
100-seat per night Penguin Pa-
rade were quickly snapped up.

Although just a fraction of 
the normal capacity, every 
night was sold out, with visi-
tors eager to catch up with the 
Little Penguins.

The parade is already 
booked out for next weekend.

A spokesperson for the Na-
ture Parks said there were 
good numbers at the Koala 
Conservation Centre and 
Churchill Island over the 
three days, with the 100-per-
son capacity strictly enforced.

“Because of this, there were 
some delays for people gain-
ing entry at times, but every-
one was very understanding 
and relaxed.

“It was lovely to have the 

doors open again.”

Cafes back
Local cafes and restaurants 

were able to reopen with up 
to 20 seated patrons per en-
closed space. Venues still had 
to comply with density re-
quirements of one customer 
per four square metres.

Bars and pubs were also al-
lowed to reopen for meal ser-
vices, with alcohol only able 
to be served with meals.

Every venue was required to 
collect contact details of every 
customer to in the event rapid 
contact tracing was required 
due to a COVID-19 infection.

The state government re-
quires at least one staff mem-
ber at every venue to complete 
online Coronavirus training. 
Once the training is complet-
ed, the venue can display a 
poster for customers to see.

A “Day of Action” is being 
held today by conservation 
groups as part of their contin-
ued campaign to stop AGL’s 
planned gas import terminal 
in Western Port.

Environment Victoria (EV), 
along with local conservation-
ists, will blast social media, 
write complaints and encour-
age any AGL customers to drop 
the utility as their supplier in a 
day-long campaign against the 
company on June 11.

“We will publicly shame 
AGL for threatening beautiful 
Westernport Bay and the wild-
life who depend on it,” the En-
vironment Victoria campaign 
states.

“We will come together on-
line to hit AGL where it hurts.”

AGL’s plans will see a float-
ing storage and regasification 
unit (FSRU), moored at Crib 
Point jetty.

The FSRU would regasify 
liquid natural gas by using a 
heat exchange system, taking 
in 450 million litres of seawa-
ter per day. The discharged 
seawater would be 7C colder 
than the ambient temperature 

at Crib Point and contain re-
sidual chlorine.

AGL’s plans would see liqui-
fied natural gas transported 
on up to 40 LNG super tank-
ers – about 300 metres long 
and 49 metres wide – per year 
from interstate and overseas.

Last month AGL submitted 
their application for environ-
mental assessment.

“AGL have had nearly two 
years to produce thousands of 
pages of technical documents, 
which make up their applica-
tion,” EV campaigners Victor Ko-
marovsky and Rai Miralles said.

“Now under the cover of 
Coronavirus, they want the Vic-
torian government to fast track 
environmental approvals.

“For now, we are focused on 
making AGL feel the reper-
cussions of going ahead with 
this dirty gas project.

“But when the time comes 
for the community consulta-
tion process, we will ensure 
that AGL is subject to one of 
the most rigorous environ-
mental impact assessments 
on record.”

EV called for experts in ma-

rine ecology, toxicology, hy-
drology and social economics 
to help review technical data 
in the environmental assess-
ment.

The campaigners said in 
emerging from the pandemic, 
the economy needed to be 
more “sustainable and resil-
ient”, creating jobs while pre-
serving the environment and 
cutting climate pollution.

“AGL’s gas import terminal 
does none of this and must 
be stopped. Continuing to 
burn fossil fuels is a path to 
nowhere, doing so while pol-
luting an internationally sig-
nificant wetland is recklessly 
destructive.”

Last month AGL submit-
ted the Environment Effects 
Statement (EES) for adequacy 
assessment to the Department 
of Environment, Land, Wa-
ter and Planning (DELWP), 
which is expected to take 
about 30 business days.

In a statement on their web-
site, AGL said they were “com-
mitted to working with the 
community” during COVID-19 
restrictions.

Colourful, odd socks are bound to draw atten-
tion . . . and last Friday they did just that at Bass 
Coast Health (BCH) . . .for all the right reasons.

Staff at BCH’s Wonthaggi Hospital, San 
Remo site and the Phillip Island Health Hub 
donned whacky socks to promote discussion 
about the mental health challenges doctors 
and other health workers face.

Mental health problems are higher among 
healthcare staff than other professions.

BCH staff welcomed  local Member Jordan 
Crugnale, who thanked them on behalf of the 
state government for continuing to support the 
community through the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Our health workforce have been preparing 
themselves and our community for a potential 
surge in COVID-19 cases by undertaking ad-
ditional training, and ensuring facilities and 
procedures are in place to be able to cope,” Ms 
Crugnale said.

“That preparation effort reflects the quality 
of the health service we are fortunate to have 
in the Bass Coast.

“The demanding roles that healthcare work-
ers undertake can place them at risk of expe-
riencing mental health challenges and while 
they work hard to care for us, it’s important 
that the community recognises they are hu-
mans too and are prone to their own mental 
health challenges.

“That’s why I’m proud to back Crazy Socks 
4 Docs Day, even wearing a pair of colourful 
socks myself.”

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan Child knows the 
challenges of working on the frontline of health,

She is a registered nurse.
“We do the job because we love working 

with people and ensuring they are in the best 
state of health,” she said.

“It’s important that healthcare workers also 
take the time to recognise when they need to 
address stress, depression and other mental 
health conditions they may be experiencing.”

Ms Child said BCH welcomed the an-
nouncement of a $350,000 funding boost to 
the Victorian Nursing and Midwifery Health 
Program and $500,000 for the Victorian Doc-
tors Health Program.

As part of the Crazy Socks 4 Docs Day, BCH 
staff took part in an online virtual panel that 
featured a range of speakers, all leaders in 
their health related fields.

Doctors 
don socks

Day of “shame” for AGL

The main street of Cowes was busy over the weekend with visitors returning after the state 
government eased Coronavirus restrictions.

Visitors return

Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale joins Bass 
Coast Health staff with their crazy socks, 
raising awareness of mental health issues 
amongst health professionals
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The rebate scheme offers $600 towards installing an operator The rebate scheme offers $600 towards installing an operator 

protective device (OPD) or up to $1200 for two OPDs, or $1200 protective device (OPD) or up to $1200 for two OPDs, or $1200 

towards an alternate vehicle such as a side-by-side.  Find out more towards an alternate vehicle such as a side-by-side.  Find out more 

and apply today via  and apply today via  worksafe.vic.gov.au/quadbikesworksafe.vic.gov.au/quadbikes

Apply for the Victorian 
Government quad bike 
safety rebate
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Bendigo Community Bank
San Remo 
Making good
things happen
When you bank with us, profits pour into 
the community. So far, we have contributed 
$135,512 to the San Remo Recreation 
Centre, including $65,000 for a new roof.

Find out more. Call us on 5678 5833 or 
search Bendigo Bank San Remo.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879
A1390563, OUT_1236740, 17/05/2020
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www.phillipislandfn.com.au OPEN 7 DAYS    
60 Thompson Ave, Cowes  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

For Sale $559,000
39 Goodwood Drive, Cowes
Walk in and just enjoy all the creature comforts 
you could require. This single level home is the 
perfect start with two living areas, the rear one 
flows to an outdoor fire pit. Ideal for investment 
or just move in.  With the peace of mind of the 
balance of new build warranty. Walk to the beach 
and take advantage of all Phillip Island has to offer.

URGENTLY NEED PROPERTIES FOR SALE

For Sale $749,000
63 McHaffie Drive, Cowes
As soon as you step inside you’ll be taken aback by 
the amount of natural light this spacious family home 
captures. The 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom property is 
sure to please the fussiest of buyers. The main kitchen, 
dining and living area is the focal point of the home, 
complete with raked ceilings, polished hardwood oak 
floors and reverse cycle heating/cooling. All doors 
from the 2 living areas open up to the central deck, 
which overlooks the immaculate rear garden so it’s 
perfect for entertaining family & friends. The home 
is ideal for family living with a completely separate 
rear living zone with study nook which runs off the 
2 other bedrooms. Other features include highlight 
windows throughout, architectural roof design which 
allows Winter sun to stream into the lounge areas.  
Ceiling fans in all bedrooms and living areas, plenty 
of storage space, large laundry area, internal access 
from the double garage, 2 reverse cycle split systems, 
4.5kw Solar Power Unit, established gardens, boat or 
caravan storage, plus many more features completes 
this architectural designed home.

COMPLETE PACKAGE

STYLISH ENTERTAINER  
CLOSE TO LOCAL ATTRACTION

COVID-19 may have wreaked havoc across 
Phillip Island’s economy, but for gamblers, it 
has been a blessing.

New research released last week by the 
Gambler’s Help team at Latrobe Community 
Health Service showed across Bass Coast 
an estimated $3.4 million has been saved 
since this area’s fi ve pokies venues closed on 
March 23.

Latrobe Community Health Service found 
across Gippsland, a staggering $25 million 
has been saved.

Service manager Michelle Ravesi urged 
Bass Coast residents to consider quitting the 
pokies for good.

“It’s been a little more than 70 days since 
pokies venues fi rst closed, and we estimate 
in that time Gippslanders have saved a mas-
sive $25,677,890,” Michelle said.

“That’s millions of dollars people now have 
to fi rstly pay their own bills and, secondly, 
spend in local businesses.

“Imagine how our towns would thrive if we 
stopped spending on the pokies, and started 
spending on small, local businesses.

“With the closure of pokies venues, we 
have seen a welcome respite from pokies-
related harm. When the venues reopen, you 
don’t have to go back.”

Michelle said one gambler told them that 
because the pokies were closed during pan-
demic restrictions, they fi nally had enough 
money to buy meat and another was able to 
buy a treat for the kids.

“If you’ve had similar experiences while 
the venues have been closed, please know 
you’ve already made great progress in 
breaking the gambling cycle.”

Phillip Island figures
Last year, $17,616,911 was spent on the 

pokies in Bass Coast, $61,631 less than in the 
previous 12 months, according to Victorian 
Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regu-
lation fi gures.

Despite the downward trend, the fi gures 
equate to a loss of $48,265 every day.

Phillip Island accounted for $17,771 of the 
daily total, up from $17,557 the previous year.

The Phillip Island RSL is the only venue on 
the Island with pokies (58 machines).

The Commission fi gures showed the island 
recorded the highest daily average spend (on 
the machines) of any venue in the shire and 
was one of only two venues to see a rise in 
revenue generated by the pokies.

Over the past twelve months, more than 
$6.4 million was lost on pokie machines at 
the RSL, an average of $306 per machine 
each day.

The next biggest gambling spend was re-
corded at the Wonthaggi Club ($5.6 million). 
With 10 more machines than the Phillip Is-
land RSL, their daily total of $15,387 equates 
to a loss every day of $226 per machine.

Solutions
Pokie machine numbers are determined by 

the State Government.
Last month Bass Coast Shire councillors 

voted to support the Australian Local Gov-
ernment Association in calling on the Federal 
Government to establish a Royal Commission 
into the gambling industry.

The shire does not have a gambling strategy, 
but refers to their Health and Wellbeing Plan 
on gambling issues.

Cr Michael Whelan said minimising harm 
was “not necessarily” linked to fewer machines 
or venues.

“It means getting serious about those people 
who have a problem and giving them assis-
tance as well as preventing the capacity for big 
losses,” Cr Whelan said.

“Gambling should be taken seriously by the 
state government but I think they are compro-
mised by their reliance on gambling income.

“From Council’s perspective I think it should 
be a key focus in the council Health and Well-
being Plan.”

If you or someone you know needs support 
to stop playing the pokies, call Gambler’s Help 
Gippsland today. Gambler’s Help provides 
free, confi dential advice and support to any-
one affected by gambling. Phone 1800 242 696 
or fi nd the Latrobe Community Health Service 
offi ce closest to you at www.lchs.com.au.

When Tori Ryan set out 
to raise money for Multiple 
Sclerosis last month, she hit 
on a unique way to boost the 
challenge.

The May 50k challenged 
people to walk 50 kilometres 
in May to raise funds for MS 
research.

Tori smashed the target, 
running 130 kilometres and 
raising over $1500.

A keen runner, she original-
ly set out to run the 50 kms, 
with her trusty four-legged 
companion Fynn by her side.

Tori’s friend Jane Mitchell 
said Tori soon decided to take 
the challenge to the next level.

“She said if you donate, I 
will also do a challenge,” ex-
plained Jane.

“People came up with 
wacky challenges and she 

videoed herself completing 
them and posted them on 
her Facebook page, which 
spurred people on.”

The challenges came in all 
shapes and sizes, including 
running one kilometre in a 
wetsuit, snorkel and fl ippers; 
running backwards; running 
in the colours of her least fa-
vourite footy team, or wear-
ing a G’day Tiger tracksuit 
and carrying a tray of coffees.

One challenge saw Tori 
run fi ve kilometres bounc-
ing a football, then kicking a 
goal when she arrived at the 
Cowes Rec Reserve oval.

Her partner Todd Cleeland 
came along for the ride, fi lm-
ing the challenges.

Fittingly, for her last 13 ki-
lometres, she ran from Surf 
Beach to Cowes wearing a 

Forrest Gump outfi t … “I just 
felt like running”.

Jane said she’s full of admi-
ration for her friend’s fund-
raising efforts.

“She made it fun and it be-
came something everyone 
could be part of. People could 
get involved without doing 
the challenge themselves.

“And it gave everyone a bit 
of laugh during isolation and 
gave them something to look 
forward to.”

A teacher at Cowes Primary 
School, Tori is a keen athlete 
who plays netball with the 
Phillip Island club and football 
for the Bass Coast Breakers.

“She’s so active and ener-
getic and she’s a great moti-
vator,” Jane said.

“She defi nitely inspires a 
lot of people.”

Pokies revenue 
plummets in isolation

Tori’s fun run
Tori ran a kilometre in a wetsuit with a snor-
kel and fl ippers, as part of her challenge to 
raise money for MS research.

As part of the May 50K fundraiser, Tori un-
dertook different challenges, running 130 
kms and raising over $15000
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ADVERTISERPHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

   $1.40 Incl. GSTWEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2020Your Community Voice!

IT’S hard not to feel overwhelmed as 
every part of our lives is impacted by the 
threat of COVID-19.

Times are changing.
In the past week, we’ve spoken to local 

business owners, sports clubs, schools and 
doctors.

Everyone has been trying to work out the 
best way to adjust to this new world order.

What struck me most was how often they 
spoke about the need to work together, look 
out for each other, and come together as a 
community, despite their own difficulties.

The Advertiser is the voice of our com-
munity.

Although we’ll be making some changes, 
including working from home, rest assured 
we will be here, every day, telling your sto-
ries and supporting our community in any 
way we can.

Even if the office looks empty, we will be 
working and bringing you the most up-to-
date local information available, either on-
line or in print.

You can contact us on the numbers and 
emails below.

The Advertiser is not immune to the im-
pact of the virus, so you may see a smaller 
paper over this time, but it will still be avail-
able at any of the usual outlets that remain 
open, or you can read it online.

The local newsagent can also organise to 
have it delivered to your door.

Stay safe and look out for each other.

Contact the Advertiser on 5952 3201.
News, stories, letters to the editor: 
advertiser@pisra.com.au.
Ad bookings: ads@pisra.com.au.
Sport and public notices: 
sport@pisra.com.au.
Online subscriptions at: pisra.com.au.
Follow us on Facebook: @PISRadvertiser.

AS we went to print, the first 
case of COVID-19 in Bass Coast 
was confirmed. Even before 
this, the impact of coronavirus 
had hit the community hard – 
especially businesses – in the 
past week.

While supermarket shelves 
continued to be stripped by 
shoppers, sporting and commu-
nity clubs took unprecedented 
steps last week, announcing 
they would close or have limited 
events.

Phillip Island Football Club, 
for example, suspended activi-
ties until May, postponing train-
ing indefinitely, while the CFA 
last Tuesday announced it had 
suspended all non-emergency 
activities (see full report inside 
paper).

Even before the state govern-
ment announced that Victorian 
schools would close on Tues-
day, last week Newhaven Col-
lege alerted parents the school 
would “plan for a possible clo-
sure” and trial a learning from 
home program from today 

(Wednesday).
However, the real impact of the 

virus was on the local economy, 
with some companies estimat-
ing up to $100,000 initial lost 
revenue, inevitable job losses, 
especially for casual employees, 
and months of lost trade.

On Monday, the state govern-
ment announced a Stage 1 shut 
down of business that included 
pubs, clubs, nightclubs, and 
licensed venues in hotels and 
pubs. It also included gyms, 
indoor sporting venues, places 
of worship, cinemas and enter-
tainment venues. Restaurants 
and cafes will only be allowed to 
provide home delivery or take-
away services.

The government said any 
business remaining open must 
conform to the social distanc-
ing measures, such as ensuring 
there were four square metres 
for each person in the prem-
ises and less than 100 people 
indoors.

The federal government has 
recommended that all non-es-

sential domestic travel be can-
celled, which is sure to further 
impact on local business.

This comes on top of the im-
pact of the Chief Medical Officer 
advice restricting gatherings of 
100 people indoors and 500 
people outdoors, social distanc-
ing measures and travel bans 
for international tourists.

PINP
Phillip Island Nature Parks 

staff have reported concern for 
their roles following an emer-
gency management meeting last 
week.

Some staff are believed to have 
been asked to take leave, with 
unconfirmed reports redundan-
cies were being mooted.

A PINP spokesman said they 
could not provide specific com-
ment.

However, after last week an-
nouncing operations at a re-
duced capacity, a statement 
posted on their website on Sun-
day said all attractions would 
close from 5pm on Monday.

Event businesses
One of the businesses hit hard-

est in the past fortnight is Over the 
Top Events in Cowes, which pro-
vides marquees, tables, chairs, 
crockery and party infrastructure 
to an average annual 100 wed-
dings and 50 major events.

Owner Kristie Cameron said 
she was “numb” and “teary” af-
ter losing a chunk of this year’s 
business in the past fortnight, 
because their company was “de-
pendent on big crowds”.

She estimated the cost to the 
business was already up to 
$100,000 in lost revenue.

“Any public event between 
now and October has been can-
celled,” Kristie said.

This includes last weekend’s 
RACV family members’ days at 
Churchill Island “which we’re 
hoping will be rescheduled”, as 
well as the Anzac Day dawn ser-
vice, Wonthaggi’s human-pow-
ered grand prix and all work for 
Phillip Island Nature Parks.

Continued page 2

Even before the first case in Bass Coast was confirmed on Monday, the impact of coronavirus was 
being felt right across Phillip Island and San Remo. Photo courtesy of Phillip Island Helicopters.
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IT’S hard not to feel overwhelmed as 
every part of our lives is impacted by the 
threat of COVID-19.

Times are changing.
In the past week, we’ve spoken to local 

business owners, sports clubs, schools and 
doctors.

Everyone has been trying to work out the 
best way to adjust to this new world order.

What struck me most was how often they 
spoke about the need to work together, look 
out for each other, and come together as a 
community, despite their own difficulties.

The Advertiser is the voice of our com-
munity.

Although we’ll be making some changes, 
including working from home, rest assured 
we will be here, every day, telling your sto-
ries and supporting our community in any 
way we can.

Even if the office looks empty, we will be 
working and bringing you the most up-to-
date local information available, either on-
line or in print.

You can contact us on the numbers and 
emails below.

The Advertiser is not immune to the im-
pact of the virus, so you may see a smaller 
paper over this time, but it will still be avail-
able at any of the usual outlets that remain 
open, or you can read it online.

The local newsagent can also organise to 
have it delivered to your door.

Stay safe and look out for each other.

Contact the Advertiser on 5952 3201.
News, stories, letters to the editor: 
advertiser@pisra.com.au.
Ad bookings: ads@pisra.com.au.
Sport and public notices: 
sport@pisra.com.au.
Online subscriptions at: pisra.com.au.
Follow us on Facebook: @PISRadvertiser.

AS we went to print, the first 
case of COVID-19 in Bass Coast 
was confirmed. Even before 
this, the impact of coronavirus 
had hit the community hard – 
especially businesses – in the 
past week.

While supermarket shelves 
continued to be stripped by 
shoppers, sporting and commu-
nity clubs took unprecedented 
steps last week, announcing 
they would close or have limited 
events.

Phillip Island Football Club, 
for example, suspended activi-
ties until May, postponing train-
ing indefinitely, while the CFA 
last Tuesday announced it had 
suspended all non-emergency 
activities (see full report inside 
paper).

Even before the state govern-
ment announced that Victorian 
schools would close on Tues-
day, last week Newhaven Col-
lege alerted parents the school 
would “plan for a possible clo-
sure” and trial a learning from 
home program from today 

(Wednesday).
However, the real impact of the 

virus was on the local economy, 
with some companies estimat-
ing up to $100,000 initial lost 
revenue, inevitable job losses, 
especially for casual employees, 
and months of lost trade.

On Monday, the state govern-
ment announced a Stage 1 shut 
down of business that included 
pubs, clubs, nightclubs, and 
licensed venues in hotels and 
pubs. It also included gyms, 
indoor sporting venues, places 
of worship, cinemas and enter-
tainment venues. Restaurants 
and cafes will only be allowed to 
provide home delivery or take-
away services.

The government said any 
business remaining open must 
conform to the social distanc-
ing measures, such as ensuring 
there were four square metres 
for each person in the prem-
ises and less than 100 people 
indoors.

The federal government has 
recommended that all non-es-

sential domestic travel be can-
celled, which is sure to further 
impact on local business.

This comes on top of the im-
pact of the Chief Medical Officer 
advice restricting gatherings of 
100 people indoors and 500 
people outdoors, social distanc-
ing measures and travel bans 
for international tourists.

PINP
Phillip Island Nature Parks 

staff have reported concern for 
their roles following an emer-
gency management meeting last 
week.

Some staff are believed to have 
been asked to take leave, with 
unconfirmed reports redundan-
cies were being mooted.

A PINP spokesman said they 
could not provide specific com-
ment.

However, after last week an-
nouncing operations at a re-
duced capacity, a statement 
posted on their website on Sun-
day said all attractions would 
close from 5pm on Monday.

Event businesses
One of the businesses hit hard-

est in the past fortnight is Over the 
Top Events in Cowes, which pro-
vides marquees, tables, chairs, 
crockery and party infrastructure 
to an average annual 100 wed-
dings and 50 major events.

Owner Kristie Cameron said 
she was “numb” and “teary” af-
ter losing a chunk of this year’s 
business in the past fortnight, 
because their company was “de-
pendent on big crowds”.

She estimated the cost to the 
business was already up to 
$100,000 in lost revenue.

“Any public event between 
now and October has been can-
celled,” Kristie said.

This includes last weekend’s 
RACV family members’ days at 
Churchill Island “which we’re 
hoping will be rescheduled”, as 
well as the Anzac Day dawn ser-
vice, Wonthaggi’s human-pow-
ered grand prix and all work for 
Phillip Island Nature Parks.

Continued page 2

Even before the first case in Bass Coast was confirmed on Monday, the impact of coronavirus was 
being felt right across Phillip Island and San Remo. Photo courtesy of Phillip Island Helicopters.
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well as the Anzac Day dawn ser-
vice, Wonthaggi’s human-pow-
ered grand prix and all work for 
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AS we went to print, the first 
case of COVID-19 in Bass Coast 
was confirmed. Even before 
this, the impact of coronavirus 
had hit the community hard – 
especially businesses – in the 
past week.

While supermarket shelves 
continued to be stripped by 
shoppers, sporting and commu-
nity clubs took unprecedented 
steps last week, announcing 
they would close or have limited 
events.

Phillip Island Football Club, 
for example, suspended activi-
ties until May, postponing train-
ing indefinitely, while the CFA 
last Tuesday announced it had 
suspended all non-emergency 
activities (see full report inside 
paper).

Even before the state govern-
ment announced that Victorian 
schools would close on Tues-
day, last week Newhaven Col-
lege alerted parents the school 
would “plan for a possible clo-
sure” and trial a learning from 
home program from today 

(Wednesday).
However, the real impact of the 

virus was on the local economy, 
with some companies estimat-
ing up to $100,000 initial lost 
revenue, inevitable job losses, 
especially for casual employees, 
and months of lost trade.

On Monday, the state govern-
ment announced a Stage 1 shut 
down of business that included 
pubs, clubs, nightclubs, and 
licensed venues in hotels and 
pubs. It also included gyms, 
indoor sporting venues, places 
of worship, cinemas and enter-
tainment venues. Restaurants 
and cafes will only be allowed to 
provide home delivery or take-
away services.

The government said any 
business remaining open must 
conform to the social distanc-
ing measures, such as ensuring 
there were four square metres 
for each person in the prem-
ises and less than 100 people 
indoors.

The federal government has 
recommended that all non-es-

sential domestic travel be can-
celled, which is sure to further 
impact on local business.

This comes on top of the im-
pact of the Chief Medical Officer 
advice restricting gatherings of 
100 people indoors and 500 
people outdoors, social distanc-
ing measures and travel bans 
for international tourists.

PINP
Phillip Island Nature Parks 

staff have reported concern for 
their roles following an emer-
gency management meeting last 
week.

Some staff are believed to have 
been asked to take leave, with 
unconfirmed reports redundan-
cies were being mooted.

A PINP spokesman said they 
could not provide specific com-
ment.

However, after last week an-
nouncing operations at a re-
duced capacity, a statement 
posted on their website on Sun-
day said all attractions would 
close from 5pm on Monday.

Event businesses
One of the businesses hit hard-

est in the past fortnight is Over the 
Top Events in Cowes, which pro-
vides marquees, tables, chairs, 
crockery and party infrastructure 
to an average annual 100 wed-
dings and 50 major events.

Owner Kristie Cameron said 
she was “numb” and “teary” af-
ter losing a chunk of this year’s 
business in the past fortnight, 
because their company was “de-
pendent on big crowds”.

She estimated the cost to the 
business was already up to 
$100,000 in lost revenue.

“Any public event between 
now and October has been can-
celled,” Kristie said.

This includes last weekend’s 
RACV family members’ days at 
Churchill Island “which we’re 
hoping will be rescheduled”, as 
well as the Anzac Day dawn ser-
vice, Wonthaggi’s human-pow-
ered grand prix and all work for 
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A PINP spokesman said they 
could not provide specific com-
ment.

However, after last week an-
nouncing operations at a re-
duced capacity, a statement 
posted on their website on Sun-
day said all attractions would 
close from 5pm on Monday.

Event businesses
One of the businesses hit hard-

est in the past fortnight is Over the 
Top Events in Cowes, which pro-
vides marquees, tables, chairs, 
crockery and party infrastructure 
to an average annual 100 wed-
dings and 50 major events.

Owner Kristie Cameron said 
she was “numb” and “teary” af-
ter losing a chunk of this year’s 
business in the past fortnight, 
because their company was “de-
pendent on big crowds”.

She estimated the cost to the 
business was already up to 
$100,000 in lost revenue.

“Any public event between 
now and October has been can-
celled,” Kristie said.

This includes last weekend’s 
RACV family members’ days at 
Churchill Island “which we’re 
hoping will be rescheduled”, as 
well as the Anzac Day dawn ser-
vice, Wonthaggi’s human-pow-
ered grand prix and all work for 
Phillip Island Nature Parks.
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case of COVID-19 in Bass Coast 
was confirmed. Even before 
this, the impact of coronavirus 
had hit the community hard – 
especially businesses – in the 
past week.

While supermarket shelves 
continued to be stripped by 
shoppers, sporting and commu-
nity clubs took unprecedented 
steps last week, announcing 
they would close or have limited 
events.

Phillip Island Football Club, 
for example, suspended activi-
ties until May, postponing train-
ing indefinitely, while the CFA 
last Tuesday announced it had 
suspended all non-emergency 
activities (see full report inside 
paper).

Even before the state govern-
ment announced that Victorian 
schools would close on Tues-
day, last week Newhaven Col-
lege alerted parents the school 
would “plan for a possible clo-
sure” and trial a learning from 
home program from today 

(Wednesday).
However, the real impact of the 

virus was on the local economy, 
with some companies estimat-
ing up to $100,000 initial lost 
revenue, inevitable job losses, 
especially for casual employees, 
and months of lost trade.

On Monday, the state govern-
ment announced a Stage 1 shut 
down of business that included 
pubs, clubs, nightclubs, and 
licensed venues in hotels and 
pubs. It also included gyms, 
indoor sporting venues, places 
of worship, cinemas and enter-
tainment venues. Restaurants 
and cafes will only be allowed to 
provide home delivery or take-
away services.

The government said any 
business remaining open must 
conform to the social distanc-
ing measures, such as ensuring 
there were four square metres 
for each person in the prem-
ises and less than 100 people 
indoors.

The federal government has 
recommended that all non-es-

sential domestic travel be can-
celled, which is sure to further 
impact on local business.

This comes on top of the im-
pact of the Chief Medical Officer 
advice restricting gatherings of 
100 people indoors and 500 
people outdoors, social distanc-
ing measures and travel bans 
for international tourists.
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gency management meeting last 
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Some staff are believed to have 
been asked to take leave, with 
unconfirmed reports redundan-
cies were being mooted.
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nouncing operations at a re-
duced capacity, a statement 
posted on their website on Sun-
day said all attractions would 
close from 5pm on Monday.
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dings and 50 major events.

Owner Kristie Cameron said 
she was “numb” and “teary” af-
ter losing a chunk of this year’s 
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because their company was “de-
pendent on big crowds”.

She estimated the cost to the 
business was already up to 
$100,000 in lost revenue.

“Any public event between 
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steps last week, announcing 
they would close or have limited 
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ing indefinitely, while the CFA 
last Tuesday announced it had 
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ment announced that Victorian 
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lege alerted parents the school 
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sure” and trial a learning from 
home program from today 

(Wednesday).
However, the real impact of the 
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ing up to $100,000 initial lost 
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licensed venues in hotels and 
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indoor sporting venues, places 
of worship, cinemas and enter-
tainment venues. Restaurants 
and cafes will only be allowed to 
provide home delivery or take-
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The government said any 
business remaining open must 
conform to the social distanc-
ing measures, such as ensuring 
there were four square metres 
for each person in the prem-
ises and less than 100 people 
indoors.

The federal government has 
recommended that all non-es-

sential domestic travel be can-
celled, which is sure to further 
impact on local business.

This comes on top of the im-
pact of the Chief Medical Officer 
advice restricting gatherings of 
100 people indoors and 500 
people outdoors, social distanc-
ing measures and travel bans 
for international tourists.

PINP
Phillip Island Nature Parks 

staff have reported concern for 
their roles following an emer-
gency management meeting last 
week.

Some staff are believed to have 
been asked to take leave, with 
unconfirmed reports redundan-
cies were being mooted.

A PINP spokesman said they 
could not provide specific com-
ment.

However, after last week an-
nouncing operations at a re-
duced capacity, a statement 
posted on their website on Sun-
day said all attractions would 
close from 5pm on Monday.

Event businesses
One of the businesses hit hard-

est in the past fortnight is Over the 
Top Events in Cowes, which pro-
vides marquees, tables, chairs, 
crockery and party infrastructure 
to an average annual 100 wed-
dings and 50 major events.

Owner Kristie Cameron said 
she was “numb” and “teary” af-
ter losing a chunk of this year’s 
business in the past fortnight, 
because their company was “de-
pendent on big crowds”.

She estimated the cost to the 
business was already up to 
$100,000 in lost revenue.

“Any public event between 
now and October has been can-
celled,” Kristie said.

This includes last weekend’s 
RACV family members’ days at 
Churchill Island “which we’re 
hoping will be rescheduled”, as 
well as the Anzac Day dawn ser-
vice, Wonthaggi’s human-pow-
ered grand prix and all work for 
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Age and chronic back pain might have di-
minished Kay Setches physically, but the 
passion and determination that fuelled her 
parliamentary career and a lifelong fight for 
women’s rights, still burns bright.

Kay was awarded a Member of the Order 
of Australia for her “significant service to the 
people and Parliament of Victoria, and to wom-
en in politics”.

She described the award as “an incredible 
honour”, saying she was overjoyed her nomi-
nation had come from both colleagues on Phil-
lip Island and within the Labor Party.

Sitting in her Surf Beach home overlooking 
the ocean, Kay said it was “marvellous to be 
recognised” for her work in politics, describing 
herself as being political her whole life.

After working as a volunteer for the Aus-
tralian Labor Party (ALP), Kay nominated for 
preselection in the seat of Ringwood, a seat 
she held from 1982 – 1992.

During that time, her ministerial roles included 
Child Care, Community Services and Conservation.

Her political career also included numer-
ous roles within the ALP, most notably as the 
Chair of the Status of Women Policy Commit-
tee from 1992 – 1994.

The committee drove change within the par-
ty ranks on gender equality and affirmative 
action and it’s a role she’s particularly proud 
of. Today, there is close to equal representation 
within the party –which is a far cry from when 
Kay entered the Legislative Assembly.

“There were nine women in the Legislative 
Assembly at that time,” she recalled.

“There wasn’t even a female toilet on that 
side of the building.”

After Labor’s crushing defeat at the 1992 
election, Kay said the party was “on the 
ground, panting”.

And for women in the party, the results were 
devastating.

“There were no women sitting in safe seats, 
and they were all wiped out,” Kay said.

Alongside her friend Joan Kirner, Kay took 
up the challenge to change the future for wom-
en in politics.

“We did it because our careers were over. We 
took the men on and gave no quarter,” she said.

The women had to develop, plan and imple-

ment a policy and strategy for increasing the 
number of women in Parliament.

Along the way, they had to challenge and 
change some ingrained notions from some 
men in the party.

“We were told “women can’t leave their chil-
dren”, or “we need to pre-select the best”,” she 
recalled.

“But there were other men who supported 
the change and said “Keep going Kay”.”

As a result of the work by the Status of 
Women committee, rules were introduced stat-
ing the party had to pre-select women or face 
serious sanctions.

That movement from Victoria was adopted 
across the country and Kay says it’s now impos-
sible to imagine the Labor Party without women.

“It’s in the DNA,” she said, noting that there 
is close to 50 per cent female representatives.

Change didn’t come without a lot of hard 
work though. Even after the affirmative action 
rule was put in place, at the next election only 
one woman was pre-selected.

So alongside Joan Kirner, Leonie Morgan 
and Candy Broad, Kay went on to set up Em-
ily’s List, a not-for-profit organisation that pro-

vides financial, political and personal support 
for female Labor Party candidates.

Her work with the Status for Women com-
mittee and establishing Emily’s List are two of 
her proudest achievements in politics, said Kay, 
also nominating her role in the establishment 
of the Alpine National Park as a highlight.

Life after politics
Stepping back from politics didn’t mean Kay 

stepped away from public life.
Some of her notable roles included sitting 

on the board of the Victorian Woman’s Trust, 
a trustee and co-chair of the Queen Victoria 
Women’s Centre,  a member of the Breast 
Cancer Research Foundation and the National 
Council for International Year of the Family.

After moving to Phillip Island full time six 
years ago, Kay quickly became involved in the 
local community, including joining the Island 
Story Gatherers and helping launch the suc-
cessful Phillip Island Festival of Stories.

“I love this place,” she said of Phillip Island 
and her Surf Beach home.

“The view never ceases to engage and uplift 
me. There are so many changes of weather and 
the storms are spectacular.

“I do wish we had footpaths around here 
though … and a pool.”

She’s also looking forward to the new Cul-
tural Centre – “It will be wonderful”.

Working on the Festival of Stories has been in-

spiring, fun and sometimes frightening, she said.
“We’ve put on three terrific festivals and 

we’ve loved putting them on.”
Unfortunately, Coronavirus restrictions put 

a stop to this year’s festival, although there are 
plans for several online events.

Kay is also proud to have been involved in 
Change for Sam, established in the wake of 
the death of Samantha Fraser.

“That was a call to action from the commu-
nity, and it was from the heart,” she said.

Determined to make a difference
Kay’s ongoing community contribution has 

occurred on the backdrop of her own loss and 
health challenges.

The sudden death of her beloved husband 
Denis in 2017 left Kay devastated.

Then recent ill health has seen her spend an 
extended period in hospital and severely re-
stricted her movement – “I may not walk unas-
sisted again,” she said.

In spite of all this, Kay’s determination to 
make the world a better place, especially for 
women, remains undiminished.

“I am appalled at where we are at the mo-
ment and what women have to endure again,” 
she said of the current Coronavirus pandemic.

“Studies show that with working from home and 
online learning, there are eight hours more work 
in the house. And women are doing six of them.

“So many women have lost their jobs. So 
many are in casual groups not being funded 
(by government relief packages). I am so con-
cerned about them.”

Kay believes the economic impact of the virus 
is “turning history on its head” and that it’s now 
more important than ever to ensure women’s 
rights are protected and there is equal pay.

She’s hopeful that more women will take up 
the fight, both in the workplace and in politics.

And she’s has sage advice for anyone con-
sidering a life in the public arena.

“You have to have high feelings that you wish to 
be part of a reform process, that you want to help.”

Given her own achievements, she could be 
forgiven for sitting back and resting on her 
laurels, but she’s still keen to stay involved 
and says local women like Anne Davies and 
Jan Child inspire her 

“I adore working with like-minded people, 
and I love working on something new, espe-
cially when there are calls to action.

“I’ve decided to be happy every day. At the 
tag end of my life, I’m not going to do anything 
anymore that I don’t want to do.”

Former Labor politician and Surf Beach 
resident, Kay Setches was among the 
933 Australians recognised in this year’s 
Queen’s Birthday Honours.

Ms Setches received an Order of Australia 
medal for significant service to the people 
and Parliament of Victoria and to women in 
politics (see separate story).

The awards were announced on Sunday by 
the Governor-General on Sunday, who said: 
“In this list we see all the positives that are 
in our community – we see the great ideas, 
we see the hard-work, we see the love and 
compassion for fellow human beings – it’s a 
microcosm of Australia.”

He said the awards recognized the contri-
bution these Australians had made to their 
community and to Australia.

“Their efforts have been noted by their 
peers, they’ve been nominated and assessed 
independently as worthy of recognition.”

“On behalf of all Australians, I congratu-
late them and thank them for their contribu-
tion to our country.”

Continuing the positive trend towards 
gender parity, 41 per cent of recipients in the 
General Division are women.

The Governor-General encouraged the 
public to get involved in the awards process 
and nominate people in their community.

“The system is driven by nominations. 
To me that’s the most critical thing – it’s 
bottom-up and it is driven by recommenda-
tions from peers. The system belongs to all 
Australians.

“If you know someone that is worthy, look 
at what you need to gather and how nomina-
tions are assessed. People cannot be recog-
nised if they’re not nominated and that has 
to be driven from the community.”

More information about the Order of Aus-
tralia is available at www.gg.gov.au.

Queen’s Birthday honours

A tireless campaigner

Kay Setches was awarded the Order of Australia for her services to the people and the Parlia-
ment of Victoria, and to women in politics.

Kay, pictured with fellow Island Story Gatherer Lois Gaskin, helped launch the successful Phil-
lip Island Festival of Stories.

- THE ADVERTISER, THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2020



THE ADVERTISER, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2020 - PAGE 9

Council Update

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903 Wonthaggi | PO Box 118, Wonthaggi 
VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or via the National Relay Service (for people 
with speech or hearing difficulties) on 13 36 77 | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au   

Have your say: Smiths Beach Town Plan

Situations Vacant: Working for Victoria applications now open

Update: Cape Paterson Amendment C136

Ordinary Council Meeting: 17 June

Do you live in or regularly visit Smiths Beach? Then we want to hear from you! We're creating a 
Town Plan to help strengthen, protect and support the future use and enjoyment of the popular 
seaside town. We want to know what you consider to be the short, medium and long term 
priorities for Smiths Beach. Consultation is open until 30 June 2020. To have your say visit www.
basscoast.vic.gov.au/smithsbeach or contact our Strategic Planning Team on the numbers below.

We’re currently recruiting for a number of positions as part of the Victorian Government’s $500 
million Working for Victoria initiative. 
The roles will span across a range of areas including infrastructure maintenance, environment, 
business/community support, asset management, customer service, human resources, 
transformation and technology and recovery and support. If this is of interest to you, then you 
will need to sign up to the Working for Victoria recruitment platform. Register for a job at 
www.vic.gov.au/workingforvictoria. The platform will be used to match up job seekers with jobs 
relevant to their skills and experience.

Exhibition of Planning Scheme Amendment C136basc occurred between 16 Jan 2020 until 27 
February 2020.  During the exhibition period, Council received 417 submissions. The proponent, 
Beveridge Williams, has requested consideration of the submissions be deferred until early 
2021. The reason for the deferral is to allow for the public release of the ‘Draft Statement of 
Planning Policy’, which is being prepared as part of the State Government’s Distinctive Areas 
and Landscape Project (DAL). The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning have 
approved the deferral request. The deferral will ensure that the findings of the DAL project 
are considered in conjunction with Amendment C136basc. The panel dates for the directions 
hearing scheduled for the week commencing 17 August 2020 and the panel hearing scheduled for 
the week commencing 28 September 2020 have been cancelled. For more information on the 
proposal, contact our Strategic Planning Team the numbers below.

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held on Wednesday, 17 June 2020 at 11.00am. Due 
to the current COVID-19 pandemic, the Meeting will be virtual for the health and safety of our 
community, Councillors and staff. This meeting will be live-streamed, ensuring the Meeting 
remains open to the public. This monthly Meeting is a formal decision-making forum for Council. 
At the beginning of this Meeting, there is public question time. At this stage, the forum will 
not provide the opportunity for submitters to ask their questions directly. Questions must be 
submitted in writing prior to the Meeting and questions and responses will be published in the 
minutes. For more details on question time, please visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/meetings
A link to access the live stream will be available at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/2020meetings. 
These are the items currently proposed to be listed for the next Ordinary Meeting of Council on 
Wednesday, 17 June. This list is subject to change. The agenda will be released on our website on 
Friday, 12 June.
Requiring Decision
• Draft Annual Budget 2020/21
• Response to Petition / Joint Letters - Sunset Strip Residents: Roads, Amenities and Open Space
• Proposed Planning Scheme Amendment C159 - Mahers Landing Integrated Marina 

Development
• Integrated Water Management Plan 2020
• Drainage Asset Management Plan 2020-2024
• Phillip Island Entrance Roundabout Designs
• Waste Services Contract Variation - Impact of Recycling Industry Processors
• Significant Roadside Vegetation Management Plan 2020
• Contract Variation - Environmental Monitoring of Landfill Sites
• Local Government Power Purchase Agreement v2
• Community Sports Infrastructure Stimulus Program 
• Gifts, Benefits and Hospitality Policy and Council Support and Resources Policy
• Creation of Easement - Drainage Reserve, Clifton Crescent, Cowes
• Future Wonthaggi Recreation Site
• Review of Procurement Policy 2020
• Award of Tender No 20001 - Pioneer Bay Road Drainage Improvement Project
• Award of Tender No 20006 - Demolition of Cowes Cultural and Community Centre
• Award of Tender No 20008 - Wonthaggi Railway Station Extension and Glazing

Bass Coast Shire Council 
is developing a town plan for 
Smiths Beach and is calling 
for community input.

Council said the plan will 
help shape the future of the 
area, and will consider im-
provements to “help strength-
en, protect and support the 
longevity of the town” and the 
popular surf beach.

In March last year, Phil Dress-
ing, President of the Smiths 
Beachcombers Association 
made a presentation to coun-
cillors, urging them to support 
the creation of a Smiths Beach 
Master Plan to address a grow-
ing number of problems.

He said the area faced issues 
with drainage, dangerous foot-
paths, road visibility concerns, 
parking congestion, ad hoc 
building decisions and vegeta-
tion and wildlife protection.

At the time, Mr Dressing 
said his group favoured a 
“more feet, less footprints” ap-
proach and wanted to bring 
together all the relevant 
groups to fi nd a solution.

“We’re asking the shire 
to fund and adopt a Smiths 
Beach Master Plan. We’re ask-
ing for it to be adopted by 2023 
and implemented by 2028.”

Town plan consultation
Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Brett 

Tessari, said it’s important that 
the wider community has a 
say about what they see as the 
short, medium and long-term 
priorities for Smiths Beach.

“We know the beach is ex-
tremely popular with both 
locals and visitors for surfi ng, 
swimming, stand up paddle 
boarding, snorkelling and 
fi shing,’’ Cr Tessari said.

“It is really important that im-
provements made to the town 
address the needs of the com-
munity, while protecting the 
natural environment, so that’s 
why we need your feedback.”

Feedback received dur-
ing the consultation period 
will help Council develop 
the Smiths Beach Town Plan, 
which will aim to enhance the 
experience of residents, as 
well as protect the unique veg-
etation, wildlife and coastline 
environments.

Community input is being 
sought on a number of initia-
tives, such as land use chang-
es, infrastructure delivery and 
activation ideas.

To provide feedback, visit 
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
smithsbeach. Consultation 
will be open until Tuesday, 
June 30.

Local parishioners will be 
the decision makers on the fu-
ture of the historic pews at St 
Philip’s Church.

Members of the congrega-
tion have hit back at the sug-
gestion in last week’s Adver-
tiser (“Don’t take our pews”, p. 
12) that the move was driven 
by the church priest, the Rev-
erend Jo White.

“Replacing the historic pews 
with chairs was a decision 
of the wardens of the church 
after a congregation request,” 
said Lillian Hefl ingers.

Mrs Hefl ingers also said the 
fi rst request was received be-
fore Reverend White came to 
the parish.

Reverend White said no 
decision had been made and 
confi rmed the church was in 
the process of consulting pa-
rishioners about the pews.

“We are canvassing parish-
ioners widely”.

She said a letter went out to 
everyone in the congregation 
last month and included the 
names of who to contact about 
the pews.

She stressed the decision was a 
congregational matter and mem-
bers had until June 22 to reply.

The Bass Coast branch of 
the National Trust has written 
to the church, urging them not 
to remove the pews.

“We feel the removal of the 
timber carved pews will de-
tract from the heritage signifi -
cance of the church, which is 
recognised in Council’s plan-
ning scheme as well as by the 
National Trust,” said President 
Greg Buchanan, President.

“We believe the pews are of 
fi ne craftsmanship, made by lo-

cal tradesmen and gifted to the 
church in the early part of last 
century. As such, they appear to 
be an integral part of the church’s 
history and the atmosphere and 
tradition for worshippers.

“As a local branch of the 
National Trust, we strongly 
encourage the retention of his-
toric and decorative features 
to our signifi cant buildings 
and consider the traditional 
timber pews at St Philips are 
strongly representative of your 
church’s historic character.”

Church transformation
The historic church in 

Cowes recently celebrated its 
150th birthday and has now 
undergone a transformation.

The renovation includes 
restoration of the Sanctuary, 
internal painting, new carpet 
and new windows.

Reverend White is thrilled 

with the results and said the 
renovations were undertaken 
by local tradespeople and 
members of the congregation.

“They didn’t just do the job, 
they did it with love,” she said.

The Reverend thanked the 
following businesses and con-
gregation members for their 
work on the renovation:

Sanctuary restoration – Da-
vid Moody of Redback Home 
Maintenance

Carpet replacement – South 
Coast Furnishings

Vestry cupboards painted – 
verger Ken White

New windows – Ash and Jack 
of AJ Johnson Constructions

East window replaced – Bet-
tsy’s Glass

Vestry linen chest polished – 
warden Ann Prideaux

Windows cleaned and pol-
ished – Tom

Interior painting – Rosie 
and Neil

Bass Coast Ratepayers and 
Residents Association is con-
ducting a brief online survey 
and is seeking responses from 
across the shire.

“With the annual budget 
coming up, we’d like to gauge 
community feelings about rates 
and other matters.” said Asso-
ciation President Kevin Griffi n.

“Following the Shire’s fi rst 
ever live-streamed Council Meet-
ing we’re seeking community 
feedback around Council’s com-
munication and engagement 
performance. With this survey 
we hope to better understand 
how the community is feeling 
about their Council today.”

The survey is open to all ratepay-

ers and residents of Bass Coast. 
Links to the survey can be 

found on the Association’s 
website at basscrra.org/ or on 
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/BASSCRRA/

The survey is open until 
June 21 and results from the 
survey will be published by 
the end of the month.

Celia Fleming and Pam Gill were the fi rst 
customers to return to the Phillip Island 
RSL last Friday. “Celia and I had a very nice 
lunch together and we were served by the 
very charming Chris,” said Pam. The pair 
said the lunch was a birthday celebration 
– complete with social distancing.
“I guess we would have been the fi rst af-
fi liated members to see the beautiful reno-
vations,” said Pam, of the newly completed 
dining area.

The first birthday 
celebrations

Budget survey underway

The future of Smiths Beach

Renovations at St Philip’s includes restoration of the Santu-
ary, new windows, carpet and painting – all undertaken by lo-
cal businesses and parishioners.

No decision on pews

Winter Appeal
Children’s education charity The Smith Fam-

ily has launched its 2020 Winter Appeal with a 
warning that thousands of young Australians ex-
periencing disadvantage are at a heightened risk 
of disengaging from their education, amid the 
challenges posed by COVID-19. 

The appeal aims to raise $4.2 million by 30 June 
to deliver life-changing learning and mentoring 
programs to students in need.

Funds raised through The Smith Family’s Win-
ter Appeal will help 10,740 children experienc-
ing disadvantage, including enabling access to a 
range of extra numeracy and literacy programs.

To donate to The Smith Family’s Winter Appeal 
visit www.thesmithfamily.com.au/winter

Extension on pool registrations
The government has extended the deadline for the 

mandatory registration of private pools and spas due 
to the impacts of coronavirus. Owners now have until 
November 1 to register their pools with council – an 
extension of five months from the original deadline.

The government introduced new regulations in De-
cember last year to make swimming pools and spas 
safer and prevent young children from drowning.

These changes require owners to register their 
pools and spas with their local council with a one-
off fee of up to $79. Owners who fail to register 
their pool or spa with their council by November 
1, 2020 may face an on-the-spot fine of $330.

For more information on the Victorian Govern-
ment’s pool safety reforms, visit vba.vic.gov.au

SHORT STACK
A quick roundup of news, views and opportunities
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These businesses are open, and need your support more than ever!Photo: Renee De Bondt

In this
T   GETHERT   GETHERT   GETHERT   GETHER

P: 5952 2244  14 Warley Ave Cowes

Physiotherapy I Osteopathy I Massage I Pilates

5909 0040
www.safflowerclinic.com.au

TELEHEALTH
consuLTs AvAiLAbLE

Chinese mediCine --  Counselling -- ACupunCture

P: 0415 529 701 8-5 Mon-Fri & 9-12 Sat
Shop 2, 157/159 Marine Parade, San remo

182 Thompson Avenue, Cowes P: 5952 1443 
Open: Monday-Friday by appointment

ALLIED HEALTH

ANYTHING GOES
Open 7 days - 11am-2pm
15 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

Furniture Outlet
Mattresses, beds, bookcases, 

tallboys and more!
153 Thompson Ave - 0402 042 576

155 Thompson Ave, Cowes 5952 1488

LIMITED TRADING HOURS: Mon-Fri 10am-4pm

FURNITURE & HOME

24-26 Boys Home Rd, Newhaven  
5956 7980

TAKING ORDERS NOW
direct from boat

GROCERY ITEMS
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Loch Road, Rhyll 5956 9205
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Loch Road, Rhyll 
5956 9205

FARM GATE SALES

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY

2012 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes

(Next to Ramada)

Phone: 5952 5666

J
D

3
6

3
9

Proof to Advertiser

Truss Tomatoes $3.99 kg

Mangos 2 for $3.00

Orange nets 3kg bag $2.99

Apricots $2.49 kg

Brushed Potatoes 5kg $3.99

2012 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes  5952 5666

GROCERY ITEMS

Shop 2, 164 Thompson Ave, Cowes
Phone: 5952 2299

24 Thompson Avenue Ph: 5952 2061

164 Thompson Avenue, Cowes P: 5951 1800

MEDICAL NEEDS

MUSIC LESSONS ONLINE
Visit our virtual studio at 

www.greenroomconceptstudios.com

P: 0423 354 978

ONLINE LEARNING

Order online for pick up or 
local delivery

kidsplaytoys.com.au
P: 5909 0030 

2/42 Thompson Ave, Cowes

Flowers 
of Phillip Island

www.flowersofphillipisland.com.au
Phone: 5952 2235

ONLINE SHOPPING

1800 24 24 81
69A Chapel Street Cowes

0499 227 373  
HolidayHomeCarePI.com

• Property Management
• Contact free Delivery and Shopping

•  Security Checks • Bins in/out

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

LK
50

04

Contactless delivery now available
Ph: 5952 3352 | 0478 625 545

Mobility and
Disability Aids Sales, 

Hire and Service

LK5057 

Healthcare     Pet food
Puppy school

5952 2936 Cnr Melissa Court & Thompson Ave, Cowes

Cowes Vet surgery

P: 03 5932 0655, 0423 373 410 
Email: enquires@am-a.com.au

Now working from 
home/online

SERVICES

Office is open with social 
distancing in place.

We’d love to hear from you! 
5952 2799 

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   

To book a private 
or virtual  

inspection call 
5952 5100

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

We’re working remotely, 
but it’s business as usual!

alexscott.com.au   5952 2633

REAL ESTATE

3/34 Thompson Ave, Cowes
OPEN 7 DAYS  from 7.30ish

Text orders to 0422 151 324

www.forknwaffle.com.au

NEW TAKE AWAY MENU 
& KIDS MENU

OPEN THURS – SUN FROM 5PM

115 THOMPSON AVE, COWES
0498 202 241

2185 Phillip Island Road, Cowes   0428 809 026

Takeaway dinners 5pm - 7.45pm Thursday - Sunday

FOOD & DRINK

FOOD & DRINK

CONTACT FREE 

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
SEAFOOD 

SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 12-7pm

H O T E L  ~  M O T E L

OPEN 10am-10pm
Drive-thru

takeaway food and 
bottleshop

145 Marine Parade, San Remo  5678 5352

AT SILVERWATER RESORT

Please call 5671 9393 Today
Delivery Hours: 11.00 - 21.00

TAKEAWAY & DELIVERY
P: 5952 2722 or 0417 316 988
8 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES

Shop 1/2 Woolamai Beach Road, 
Cape Woolamai. Ph: 5956 7000 
www.woolamaipizza.com.au

P I ZZA

FOOD & DRINK

Shop 5, 154-156
Thompson Ave,

Cowes
P: 5952 1448

STILL OPEN Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-2, Sun 9-1

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

VEHICLE NEEDS

Pip Coleman 
Conscious Courses and Therapies, 

Online / phone coaching,  
meditation and card reading, 

Ph: 0437 670 820

WELLNESS

Ocean Reach take-away 
beeRs & buRgeRs 

Wed - Sun 5pm - 8pm [Food 5.30 - 8pm] 
Sat 12 - 8pm [Food 12 - 3pm + 5.30 - 8pm] 

P: 03 5952 5274, 47 Thompson Ave, Cowes, 
website: oceanreach.beer

ISOLA DI CAPRI
RESTAURANT 
& GELATERIAP: 5952 2435

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 
9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

Have your burgers 
and beers delivered!

97 Church Street, Cowes  P: 5900 0717 

Takeaway
and

Delivery

1821 Phillip Island Rd
www.rustywaterbrewery.com.au

Orders 
5952 1666

Phone: 5678 5365
93 Marine Parade,  
San Remo, 3925

   
Shop 2/18-22 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

smoothies | juices | salads | spuds | cocowhip

Starting back soon!

Online www.wildlifecoastcruises.com.au or call 1300 763 739

Visit the website for details

range available at www.local.clothing

wear. support. local.
10% of all sales donated locally each month

ONLINE SHOPPING

THE ADVERTISER, THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2020 -- THE ADVERTISER, THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2020



 - THE ADVERTISER, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2020PAGE 12

It was lining up to be a stellar year for Chris 
Flynn. His third novel “Mammoth” was due to be 
released, after six years of writing and research.

The book, narrated by a 13,000-year-old extinct 
America mastodon, tells the story of how the 
skull of a Tyrannosaurus bataar, a pterodactyl, a 
prehistoric penguin, the severed hand of an Egyp-
tian mummy – and the mammoth came to be on 
sale at a Manhattan auction in 2007.

Skipping across eras and continents, the story 
covers historical events and scientifi c progress 
and also shines a light on man’s impact on the 
natural environment.

The books were printed, the release date set and 
there was a full calendar of festival appearances 
and media interviews booked in to promote it.

Then Coronavirus struck.
Like the protagonist in his novel, Chris’ plans 

got buried in an avalanche of events that over-
took the world and changed life as we knew it.

Fortunately, Chris says, unlike the mammoth, the 
world-changing events have played out in his favour.

“When everything went to stage 3 – I did get 
concerned,” he admitted.

“The book was scheduled to come out month af-
ter that. I thought, what if we go to stage 4? It’s al-
ready bad enough having bookstores closed and 
people restricted to home. What if stage 4 means 
the warehouse shuts down? People couldn’t even 
order it online.”

Chris said he went on a rescue mission and 
his publisher authorised releasing the book into 
stores a month earlier than planned.

“It worked out pretty well, I don’t mind having 
it out,” he said now.

“People are at home, reading more than they 
have for years, and most bookstores kept their 
doors open to some degree, with some stores say-
ing their online sales were up 700 per cent.”

With many other authors putting their releases 
on hold, Chris said he’s been getting a lot of me-
dia attention.

“There’s not a lot of competition I guess,” he 
chuckled.

But he admits the themes of the book and the 
chance to escape into another world, away from 
the realities of Covid-19, might also explain why 
people have embraced the book.

“Fortunately the book is quite humorous and up-
beat,” he said, describing it as historical escapism.

“It’s striking a chord with people.”
Chris said perhaps if the book was a “deadly se-

rious, miserable, fatalistic take on climate change 

and science”, it might not have been so warmly 
accepted.

“People want to switch off, want to hear about 
something else. It’s nice to be able to throw your-
self into different world. Books have really cap-
tured people’s imagination at the moment.”

Animals tale
So what prompted the Irish ex-pat who now 

calls Phillip Island home, to write a book about 
an extinct mammoth?

Chris said the story was inspired by the true 
story of a natural history auction in New York 
in 2007, where Nicholas Cage and Leonardo Di 
Caprio got into a bidding war over the skull of a 
Tyrannosaurus bataar.

“At the time, I thought it was funny, but then 
I started looking into it. Back on the 1800s, the 
American President was doing the same thing.

“It was men in power, commodifying these 
creatures – fi ghting over bones – to show how 
strong and macho they are.”

He thought it would be interesting to tell the 
story from the other side and fi nd out how and 
why the animals died.

A self-confessed dinosaur nerd, Chris said he 
has childhood memories of visiting Belfast’s 
natural history museum and being fascinated by 
dinosaur bones.

“They seem like monsters when you’re a kid. It’s 
inconceivable that they once walked the earth.”

That childhood fascination held him in good 
stead as he researched the book, which spans the 
Pliestocene Epoch to nineteenth century Ameri-
ca, the Irish rebellion of 1803, Napoleonic France 
and Nazi Germany.

“I was a bit scared of the story at fi rst,” he ad-
mitted.

“There’s a lot of researching, and you have to 
get things right.”

He scoured the internet, visited libraries and or-
dered obscure books online as part of his research.

“The book is a fantastical conceit – a non-fi ction 
book with a fi ction framework,” he said.

As well as examining historical events, it looks 
at the destruction of the natural world and how 
the extinction of species has impacted on the en-
vironment.

In the book, the arrival of the Clovis, descen-
dents of Neanderthals, marks the beginning of 
the end for the mammoths.

“The Clovis are essentially us. They used weap-
ons and hunted more effi ciently. At the time 
mammoths and bison roaming the plains, keep-
ing the ground cold and hard,” Chris said.

“Then we turned up and killed them all. We 
used their skins and bones. We basically rendered 
these creatures extinct.

“The Earth started to get warmer, because the 
creatures were keeping the earth cool. It was 
the real beginning of human infl uenced climate 
change and it was fascinating to look at.”

Chris said the book follows the popular theory 
of extinction of megafauna and acknowl-
edges that not everyone will agree with it.

“That’s the thing with history – you can only 
go so far. You verify as best you can, but you 
run out of facts eventually. Then you’re in the 
world of fi ction.”

He hopes the book can help tempt people 
into science and history, and take their mind 
off the current situation.

There’s also lessons to be learned.
“One lesson is the fact that we keep making 

similar mistakes,” he said.
“In the past 10,000 years ago, we killed and 

ate a bunch of animals that we should have 
left alone and it’s ended up hurting us.

“We just did the same thing again, harvested 
wild animals in wet markets and ate them – 

now millions of people are sick.
“I think it’s a good lesson for all of us. We need 

to integrate better with nature and not be at odds 
with it, not be such predators in the natural world.

“We’re animals too.”
Living on Phillip Island has increased his re-

spect for nature – “it’s a privilege to live in the 
middle of it” and he’s hoping the current pandem-
ic will be a wake-up call for the human race.

“It’s just whether we’re smart enough to listen.
“There’s plenty of smart people in world using 

this time to think about how we can move for-
ward, reposition ourselves.

“At the moment, we’re listening to medical ex-
perts and scientists – and we should continue to 
do that.

“We know that the political class don’t neces-
sarily have our interests at heart. It’s all sound 
and fury and not much content sometimes.”

As restrictions slowly ease, Chris hopes people 
will embrace the chance to create a new normal.

“We’re hitting the reset button,” he said.
“Everything that we planned is now out the 

window. We’ve got to plan for a different future.”

“Mammoth” is available at Turn the Page book-
shop in Cowes and online at www.chrisefl ynn.com

Mammoth task for island author

Dozens of Australian fur 
seals on Phillip Island have 
recently been saved from 
serious injury or death from 
debris in our oceans, marine 
scientists have revealed.

Phillip Island Nature Parks 
revealed the fi ndings of their 
seal rescue and marine de-
bris programs on World 
Oceans Day, June 8.

In just over six months, the 
Nature Parks have removed 
over 113kg of debris from Phil-
lip Island’s beaches, ensur-
ing it stays out of our oceans, 
where it poses a serious risk 
to the local fur seal colony. The 
23,000 individual pieces of de-
bris collected include:

• 13,470 bits of hard and 
soft plastics

• 472 metres of fi shing line
• 713 cigarette butts
• 601 pieces of food pack-

aging and 537 lids
• 505 pieces of rope
Nature Parks marine scien-

tist Dr Rebecca McIntosh goes 
out to Seal Rocks every two 
months with her team to re-
move debris from around the 
necks of seals, including pups.

“‘We have to do it because 
the seals can’t remove it 

themselves,’’ Dr McIntosh 
said. “And it’s a good thing 
that we do because they 
wouldn’t survive otherwise.’’

Dr McIntosh and her team 
crawl over rocks and sea-
weed to creep up on the seals 
and trap them in a large, 
cone-shaped net, then quick-
ly disentangle the seal from 
the debris and release them 
back into the ocean.

The entanglements include 
fi shing line wound around 
necks, fi sh hooks and lures 
caught in seal mouths and even 

hats caught around necks.
“Not all the debris comes 

from commercial vessels or 
recreational fi shing. A lot of 
it is washed into the ocean 
from urban environments,’’ 
Dr McIntosh said.

“World Oceans Day is 
a wonderful opportunity 
to celebrate our beautiful 
ocean and think about pro-
tecting it. It’s vital that we 
protect our ocean home on 
World Oceans Day and every 
other day. That biodiversity 
is so precious.”

Debris in our oceans poses a serious risk to the local fur 
seal colony, with over 113kg of debris collections from local 
beaches in the last six months.

World Oceans day spotlight on seal danger

calls Phillip Island home, to write a book about 

of extinction of megafauna and acknowl-
edges that not everyone will agree with it.

go so far. You verify as best you can, but you 
run out of facts eventually. Then you’re in the 
world of fi ction.”

into science and history, and take their mind 
off the current situation.

similar mistakes,” he said.

ate a bunch of animals that we should have 
left alone and it’s ended up hurting us.

wild animals in wet markets and ate them – 

Phillip Island author Chris Flynn’s third novel “Mammoth” is available at 
Turn the Page bookstore in Cowes and online at chrisefl ynn.com  
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The National Vietnam Veterans Museum is 
open again with restrictions in place, as per 
the current Covid-19 restrictions.

The popular Nui Dat Café has been operat-
ing on a takeaway basis for several weeks, but 
it is now able to offer visitors sit down service.

A museum spokesperson said procedures 
are in place to ensure the welfare of visitors, 
volunteers and staff, including additional 
cleaning routines and hygiene measures.

“Staff have completed training for operating 
a hospitality business in a Covid-19 environ-
ment. Everyone is required to disinfect their 
hands on entry to the premises and give their 
name and contact phone number to our volun-
teers at the reception,” the spokesperson said.

“Our first priority is to create a safe and 

clean environment so that we can feel confi-
dent everything has been done to protect any-
one who enters the café and / or our Museum.”

The museum’s holographic Light and Sound 
show will be run on an hourly basis, and the 
chairs and surrounds will be disinfected after 
each session. Some interactive screens will not 
be available, however volunteer guides will be 
there to answer any questions.

The Vintage Veterans have also returned, per-
forming their special brand of country music, ev-
ery Saturday afternoon in the café, from 12pm to 
4pm. There is no charge to come along and listen.

“We look forward to welcoming everyone to 
the museum. Please call us on 03 5956 6400 or 
visit our website: www.vietnamvetsmuseum.
org for more information.”

This year’s Island Whale 
Festival is undergoing a trans-
formation, due to the current 
Coronavirus restrictions.

The organizing committee 
said it was not possible to de-
liver the traditional three-day 
program of the successful fes-
tival, however plans were un-
derway for a six-week promo-
tion of whale discovery and 
wildlife insights.

The new format will start 
from June 22.

The committee is made up 
of representatives from Des-
tination Phillip Island, Wild-
life Coast Cruises, Phillip Is-
land Nature Parks, Dolphin 
Research Institute and Bass 
Coast Shire Council.

A spokesperson for the com-
mittee said they were looking 
at ways to present a program 
that could operate in line with 
current Covid-19 restrictions.

“What we do know is whale 
watching is a great reason to be 
out in the fresh air and enjoying 
all our natural vantage spots.

“Partnerships with research 
scientists from the Two Bays 
Whale Project, the team at 
Phillip Island Nature Parks 
and Dolphin Research In-
stitute will deliver inspiring 
information virtually to visi-

tors and our local community 
throughout the program.”

The committee is looking at 
ways for people to get out and 
about and search for whales 
along the Phillip Island and Bass 
Coast Whale Discovery Trail.

“Special live streams from 
coastline locations and on the 
whale watching cruise will 
take place to share scientific 
information about these spe-
cial creatures and our marine 
environment,” they said.

The program will also con-
tinue to promote Plastic Free 

initiatives and ways to care 
for the environment.

Plans are also underway to 
hold art and photography com-
petitions and involve local busi-
nesses in special promotions.

Special Island Whale flags 
will be flying proudly across 
San Remo, Rhyll and Cowes, 
with Whale Trail posters avail-
able online and in shops and 
venues.

To keep up to date, go to the 
@islandwhales Facebook and 
Instagram platforms or visit  
islandwhales.com.au.

Do you know an outstand-
ing early years professional 
whose work deserves to be 
celebrated?

Then why not nominate 
them for a Victorian Early 
Years Award?

The awards recognise the 
outstanding work of early 
years professionals in improv-
ing the lives of young children 
and local member, Jordan 
Crugnale called on families, 
early childhood profession-
als and early years support 
organisations to nominate 
themselves or others.

Now in their 15th year, the 

Victorian Early Years Awards 
recognise, reward and cel-
ebrate individuals and or-
ganisations, and highlight in-
novative initiatives aimed at 
improving outcomes within 
the early years sector.

In 2020, the awards will cel-
ebrate the achievements and 
commitment of early child-
hood professionals across 
seven award categories, in-
cluding improving access and 
participation, supporting par-
ents and promoting children’s 
health and wellbeing, as well 
as the prestigious Early Child-
hood Teacher of the Year.

Award winners receive up 
to $15,000 to further develop 
and share the lessons of their 
exceptional work in kinder-
gartens, schools, local coun-
cils, maternal child and health 
services and other early years 
organisations across the state.

Nominations for the awards 
close on July 6, with final-
ists announced in September 
ahead of the awards ceremo-
ny expected to be held in No-
vember.

For more information or to 
submit a nomination, visit: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/
veya.

Bass Coast Community Foun-
dation is counting the cost of fi-
nancial exclusion and economic 
equality in our community.

Bass Coast Counts is the 
name of a new research proj-
ect that will enable the Bass 
Coast Community Foundation 
to contract and work with ex-
perts to collect valuable data 
to understand  financial vul-
nerability across the region.

From this research, the team 
will develop a financial infor-
mation and education tool to 
improve consumer access to 
information and services.

Funded by a $100,000 grant 
from the Ecstra Foundation 
the Bass Coast Community 
Foundation the initiative aims 
to address issues of finan-
cial exclusion and economic 
equality in the community.

Deputy Chairman of the Bass 
Coast Community Foundation, 
Carol Blair said: “COVID-19 
has thrown a new light across 
this project. Our community 
needs have significantly shift-
ed, and financial literacy is now 
more important than ever.

“Financial wellbeing has be-
come an immediate issue, and 

our project will help us map 
the changing needs, provide up 
to date information for service 
providers across the Bass Coast 
and build tools and networks to 
address identified needs.”

Ms Blair said the Bass Coast 
Community Foundation is 
currently preparing gover-
nance processes and docu-
mentation, which will take 12 
months to complete.

The project consists of two 
distinct phases: data and case 
study collection, and the de-
velopment of information and 
education tools to improve 
people’s access to financial 
services on the Bass Coast.

The project will assist the 
Bass Coast Community Foun-
dation and project partners to:

• Gain access to valuable 
data (empirical and anecdot-
al) of community needs

• Bring a focus to Bass 
Coast and ensure data is able 
to be highlighted (not buried 
in the wider Gippsland data)

• Identify the impact of the 
services provided and identify 
opportunities

• Have access to data to 
advocate for improved and/ 

or continued services for our 
community

• Assist in increasing the 
‘funding pie’ for the region

• Build networks and better 
collaborate with other provid-
ers as appropriate

• Help better plan and de-
liver for the community.

CEO of Ecstra Foundation, 
Caroline Stewart said the 
grants acknowledge Commu-
nity Foundations’ unique abil-
ity to execute whole of com-
munity projects and to create 
long term impact through lo-
cal projects.

“Local leaders know their 
communities and are best 
placed to decide how phil-
anthropic funding can spark 
positive changes in commu-
nity financial wellbeing,” Ms 
Stewart said.

“Our funding is very flex-
ible, and as a result each foun-
dation has determined their 
own approach to addressing 
local issues.”

For further project related in-
formation please contact Carol 
Blair, Deputy Chairman Bass 
Coast Community Foundation 
at dep.chair@bccf.org.au.

Counting the cost of financial wellbeing

Early Years Award

Plans are underway for a six-week promotion to replace the 
traditional three-day Island Whale Festival.

Whales ahoy!

The Vintage Veterans perform their special brand of country music, every Saturday afternoon at 
the National Vietnam Veterans Museum, from 12pm to 4pm.

Vietnam Vets returns
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“In some ways it feels like 
life is back to normal.

Evie wasn’t looking forward 
to Angus going back to school 
because she’s been the queen 
of the primary without all the 
big kids.

Angus has enjoyed being 
a man of leisure. He and his 
mates say they liked home 
schooling. They’d finish their 
work and play on the iPad or 
games.

With the kids all returning 
to school one of the mums at 
Cowes Primary (Lorey) or-
ganised, via Facebook, a big 
thank you video to the teach-
ers and school staff.

More than 100 kids joined 
in, each sending a five to 10 
second video, which were 
all collated and edited into a 
video collage of about 13 min-
utes, which was presented to 
Rod (the principal) and shown 
in the staff room.

Some kids did dance moves 
or tricks on their skateboards. 
Evie and Angus held up a sign 
saying ‘thank you teachers, we 
love you’ with the dog and cat.

As well as doing the video, 
Lorey asked parents for do-
nations. She thought maybe 
there would be enough mon-
ey to take staff out to lunch, 
but in the end it went gang-
busters and she got $1700 and 
so bought an art work for the 
staff room.

The teachers were all so 

grateful they wanted to thank 
the kids, they were thrilled, so 
it felt like a thank you circle.

Everyone has been so grate-
ful and happy, they just want-
ed to give back to the teach-
ers, especially given some of 
them were home schooling 
their own kids.

Both the kids have had 
friends around in the past 
week and it has been lovely 
just having kid laughter again.

The house has been quiet 
over lockdown, so having cra-
zy, happy noise in the house – 
kids calling out to each other 
– has been great.

Before lockdown, we or-
dered a caravan so we could 
take the family away on week-
ends and Tim went and got it 
last week.

Driving it up the driveaway 
it felt like a kind of finality to 
all this.

We could have gone away 
on the long weekend, but we 
figured every man and his dog 
would be going away, so we’ll 
go another weekend, maybe 
to Wilsons Prom to celebrate 
the end of all this.

I’m looking forward to hav-
ing my personal training cli-
ents in the studio again at the 
end of June.

I’ll have to adapt – they’ll 
bring their own yoga mats 
and towels and I’ll clean ev-
erything down at the end of 
each session.

Everyone is itching to get 
back, including to the gym.

Not everything is back to 
normal though. At the salon 
we still have a maximum of 
eight people at a time and it 
will stay that way until restric-
tions ease.

Because the salon looks 
empty, people keep coming in 
asking for a blow wave, so we 
had to put a sign on the door 
saying we were booked out.

I’m still on JobKeeper so it 
makes no difference whether 
I work two or 20 hours, but I 
want to work to look after my 
clients.

I definitely think I’ve come 
out of lockdown a better per-
son, even though I may not 
have thought so at the time.

I wouldn’t use the word ‘pre-
cious’ in describing the past 
two months. It hasn’t been all 
daisy chains and kale smooth-
ies.

I’m not 10kg lighter, or a 
French-speaking fitness fa-
natic. I even managed to put 
on 5kg in lockdown, but I like 
to support my PT clients that 
way.

What has changed is that 
I really appreciate we live 
in such a beautiful, peaceful 
place; we’re so fortunate to be 
here and supported by friends 
and teachers.

The medical profession in 
Australia tell us even if there 
is a second wave we are go-
ing to be ok. The doctors and 
nurses who come into the sa-
lon say they’re ready now.

The pandemic and lock-
down made me realise what 
can be taken away so quickly.

I feel like it has bought us all 
together, even as a couple Tim 
and I have supported each 
other more as a team.

Just dropping the kids at 
school, normally I’d be ‘see 
ya’, but now I take an extra 
minute, breath it in, realise it’s 
all going to be ok and know 
we’re very fortunate.”

Diary of a family 
in quarantine:

Phillip Island photographer Claire 
Davie started her Facebook and In-
stagram sites The Doorstep Docu-
mentary at the start of the Corona-
virus lockdown.

Claire is now sharing some of 
the hundreds of stories and photos 
she’s gathered with the Advertiser.

The Sterling Murray family – Jacqui, 
Noah, Stevie-Bre and pup Joni, San Remo:

“For us, life in iso (isolation) has been 
the gift of a giant pause, for our little fam-
ily, our little town and mother earth.

As much as we were scared in the be-
ginning for those we loved – and miss our 
family and friends – as we settled in to our 
new normal we played with the chooks 
and painted their little home, worked on 

our garden, started a family band where 
we jam out in the evenings and sometimes 
zoom jam with my dad (kids’ gramps).

We haven’t got through a huge amount 
of home schooling, but Noah has learnt 
some very important skills – such as hold-
ing handstands and learning backflips – 
and together we have created a beautiful 
life in iso family canvas.

I miss my clients and human connection, 
but the wonderment of this time, including 
autumn family swims no matter what the 
weather (where Frankie the dolphin came 
and joined us a few times), and getting our 
beautiful new pup Joni, has been filled 
with love and gratitude.

There are many things I will be choos-
ing to leave behind from our pre-iso busy 
life when things return to a new kind of 
normal.

Thanks Claire for this gift to our com-
munity – shine on xx.”

Who’s at your door?

There have only been 16 Covid-19 related 
fines issued in Bass Coast up until May 17.

To date, the area has only recorded four 
cases.

A document tabled in Parliament by Vic-
toria Police showed Bass Coast was one of 
19 local government areas that recorded 16 
or less fines.

The majority of fines were issued in the met-
ropolitan area, with Melbourne (590), Greater 
Dandenong (333) and Frankston (297) topping 
the list.

The number of fines issued did not always 
correlate to the number of recorded cases in 
an area.

Despite only having 18 recorded cases more 
fines were issued in Greater Dandenong than 
Frankston, which has 40 recorded cases. In 
Stonnington which has the second highest 
total of recorded cases at 94, police issued 82 
fines, while in Mornington, where there were 
62 recorded cases, 203 fines were issued.

There were 25 fines issued in South 
Gippsland, which has five recorded cases.

Four times as many fines

In this last quarantine diary for the Advertiser, Lisa says: “I wouldn’t use the word ‘precious’ in 
describing the past two months. It hasn’t been all daisy chains and kale smoothies … (but) the 
pandemic and lockdown made me realise what can be taken away so quickly.”

The last chapter: With a semblance of normality 
returning, this last lockdown lowdown from the 
McLure family of Smiths Beach looks back at the 
past two months, and what lies ahead.

Older son Angus returned to Cowes Primary this 
week, joining his younger sister Evie, while mum 
Lisa is looking forward to having clients back in 
her personal training studio at the end of June.

Dad Tim continues to work, but drove the fami-
ly’s new caravan up the driveway last week, which 
was ordered pre-pandemic in the hope of family 
weekends away.
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With restrictions lifting on cafes 
and restaurants, many operators are 
re-opening their doors, keen to get 
back to the ‘good old days’.

But for others, the Coronavirus 
lockdown meant re-evaluating their 
business model and they’re not look-
ing back.

The Advertiser spoke to two cafes 
that have used the lock-down time to 
remodel and reimagine … and busi-
ness is thriving.

A change in store
Sean O’Brien runs the Silverleaves 

Store. When the restrictions came 
into place in March, he said they 
took away their chairs and tables 
and moved to take-away only.

“We’re working harder than ever,” 
he said.

As well as increasing the range of 
pastries and cakes to complement 
their take-away coffee, they made 
other changes as well.

“We increased the dry goods we 
had on offer and our range of essen-
tial items like pasta, pasta sauces, 
bread, eggs, cheese and milk.”

They also introduced fresh pro-
duce boxes and Friday and Sunday 
night take away meals.

The $50 boxes contain staples and 
seasonal fresh produce of fruit, veg-
etables and herbs.

Sean goes to the city markets to 
buy the produce and customers pre-
order the boxes online.

A database of regular customers 
has been established, with some 
people ordering weekly, while oth-
ers pick up a box as needed.

The Friday and Sunday $15 take-
away dinners have also amassed a 
loyal following.

The idea is simple. There’s just one 
item on the menu, and “if people like 
it, they order it,” Sean said.

Friday night is burger night, 
while the Sunday dinners are usu-
ally a braise, such as coq au vin, or 

ossobuco.
“The meals aren’t expensive, I 

make everything myself and the 
quality is good,” said Sean.

“People understand what we are 
trying to do.”

Although the easing of restrictions 
means the store could start to gradu-
ally return to normal, Sean said the 
lock down has given them a chance 
to forge a new direction.

“We’re going to be expanding 
the range and going into ceramics 
and kitchenware. That’s the direc-
tion we’re going with, rather than a 
café,” he said.

While the store will still do take-

away coffee, cakes and pastries, 
Sean said they are not going back to 
short order cooking.

But the produce boxes and take-
out meals will continue.

Sean said the store’s regular cus-
tomers have been great and support-
ive of the changes.

“We’ve had 95 per cent positive 
feedback. What we are doing is 
something that’s different to what’s 
on offer at other places.

“When things get back to normal, 
people will still be able to come in 
and have coffee and cake. Or cheese 
and wine, but not necessarily in that 
order,” he laughed.

Food for thought
The Island Food Store was already 

renowned for its delicious takeaway 
meals, so when the Coronavirus re-
strictions were imposed owner Liz 
McGrath said transitioning to a full 
takeaway service was relatively 
straight forward.

“Our business was 80 per cent 
takeaway anyhow, so we stopped 
table service and got rid of the tables 
and chairs,” she said.

Liz had actually been thinking of 
changing the way the popular food 
store ran, but “never got round to 
finding a way to do it”.

“Then the Coronavirus restrictions 
were introduced and bingo – I had to.”

While she would like to make 
changes to the store, it’s been too 
busy to for any major renovations.

“I would like to physically change 
things around, but we’ve been so 
busy, I don’t have the time.”

Instead, it was a quick rearrange-
ment of the shop, moving fridges to 
the front of the store, and removing 
two items from the menu, and they 
were away.

“The meals are packaged up and 
ready to go. They’re going out the 
door faster than we can keep up with.

“I’ve not made anything different 
– but now people realise that they 
can take it away for dinner or lunch. 
I don’t think everyone realised they 
could do that before.”

The response has been so good, 
that Liz and her team continued to 
work throughout the lock down.

“I didn’t get Job Keeper, because my 
sales haven’t dropped at all,” she said.

“The team just worked on through. 
I’m pleased I was able to do that.”

Despite the easing of restrictions, 
Liz has no plans to return to table 
service, saying her small floor space, 
the government requirements and 
dealing with customer’s different ex-
pectations on social distancing are 
difficult to navigate.

But she will continue to serve her 
takeaway meals and take it day by day.

“We are really busy now, but I don’t 
imagine we will stay quite as busy.

“I have been fortunate enough to 
have long standing and very loyal 
customers who have continued to 
use my products,” she said.

“When people can go out when-
ever they fancy, I’m sure it will go 
back the other way. But some people 
are really uneasy and not really sure 
about how to be at the moment.

“But fingers crossed … hopefully 
people might have realised they can 
live a different way.”

Staff at San Remo Primary School dressed up on Tuesday morning to 
welcome back the grade 3, 4, 5 and 6 children.
“We also had music playing, which had the children coming back to 
school with a big smile on their faces,” said Principal Karen Bowker.
“We had a very smooth start back with parents dropping their children 
off and thanking us for the wonderful efforts during remote learning. 
The children are also happy to be back!”

Many of us are spending more time 
at home at the moment and, like most, 
you may be cooking more, ordering 
things online and receiving more de-
liveries than usual. This means you 
are likely to end up with a lot more 
waste than you normally have.

You may also find yourself wonder-
ing which is the right bin to put ev-
erything in.

According to Matthew Peake, Exec-
utive Officer for Resource Recovery 
Gippsland, knowing what can and 
can’t go into each of your bins will 
help make sure that what you sort for 
recycling is not contaminated with 
items that can’t be recycled.

“Recycling is such an important 
household practice, and Gippslanders 
do a great job of it, but it can be con-
fusing to know exactly what should go 
into your recycling bin. For instance, 
we associate plastic with recycling but 
for some plastics there currently aren’t 
viable recycling options available to 
councils.

“To help households ensure that 
what goes into their recycling bin can 
be recycled, Sustainability Victoria 
has launched ‘Know Your Recycling’,” 
explained Mr Peake.

“A key resource offered by the cam-
paign is a website that allows us to 
search for specific items and find out 
which bin they belong in.“

Around 25,000 tonnes of recycla-
bles are collected from Gippsland 
kerbsides equating to around 200kg 
per household per year. To make 
Gippsland’s great recycling ef-
forts even more effective, Resource 
Recovery Gippsland encourages 

householders to make use of the in-
formation and resources ‘Know Your 
Recycling’ offers.

“As you stand in front of your bins, 
contemplating what goes where, 
there are some easy-to-remember 
tips that will help simplify your sort-
ing process and keep some of the 
most common contaminants out of 
the recycling bin,” Mr Peake pointed 
out.

Firstly, don’t put your recycling in 
plastic bags. Place your recyclables 
loose in your recycling bin.

Following on from that, soft plas-
tics like bread and pasta bags can be 
taken to a supermarket that offers a 
collection point or service, otherwise 
these items will need to go into the 
landfill (rubbish) bin. If in doubt, do 

the scrunch test – if you can scrunch 
the plastics in your hand, they do not 
go in the recycling bin.

Polystyrene packaging does not belong 
in your recycling bin, it goes into the land-
fill bin as do clothing and shoes that can-
not be repaired or passed-on to others.

Households in Bass Coast are able to 
put food waste into the garden organ-
ics bin which is collected each week 
and taken to be processed into nutri-
ent-rich compost. Garden waste goes 
in your green-lidded bin as well as any 
food that is not used as left-overs, com-
post or to feed the worm farm.

“What we put in our bins makes a 
difference,” reinforced Mr Peake.

Get to know your recycling by vis-
iting recycling.vic.gov.au and also 
check www.basscoast.vic.gov.au.

Colourful start to school

Polystyrene packaging does not belong in your recycling bin, it goes into the 
landfill bin as do clothing and shoes that cannot be repaired or passed-on 
to others.

Get to know your recycling

A new way ahead

Elizabeth McGrath (right), pictured with staff members Jen Hodgson, Susannah Marshall said the Island Food 
Store has been busier than ever since Coronavirus restrictions were introduced. Photo: Ross McGrath.
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To advertise in the business guide

Contact Lisa on 5952 3201
ads@pisra.com.au

EARTHMOVING

LK
51

53

0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways, 
draining and landscaping

CONCRETER
LK

51
86

0402 454 742

Luke Hinrichs, Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,

Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed,
DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS
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EARTHMOVING

LK
51

85

611 Ventnor Road, Cowes
0418 383 881 - 5956 8615

Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

l 10m3 tippers l Bobcat
l 4 ton excavators l Post hole borers

l Driveways l Rubbish removed
l Quarry materials supplies l Blocks cleared

EXCAVATIONS
NEAL McRAE

CONCRETER

LK
50

89

F Exposed/Patterned
F Coloured or plain

F Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST.1983

BLINDS / AWNINGS

Free measure & quote
mobile showroom

Peter: t/F: 5952 5092 m: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&

LK
49

43

Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

AIR CONDITIONING

LK
64

56

CALL US ON 1800 931 631

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

f Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

AU22840

LK
49

42

STILL OPEN

AIR CONDITIONING

LK
55

56

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
Phillip Island

5956 9551 / 0417 141 035

• Registered building practitioners
• Worksafe approved l Fully insured

• All areas/free quotes

LK
54

01

BLINDS & CARPET

LK
54

07

5952 1488
155 Thompson Avenue

Carpets
Blinds
Furniture

BLINDS AND FLOORING 

PHILLIP ISLAND CARPET COURT
9 The Concourse, Cowes P 5952 6377

BUSINESS
AS USUAL

LK
64

75

BUILDER

LK
54

99

Ph 0417 503 003
Rob Norton

INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER  DB-U 61563

ISLAND DESIGN 
& BUILD

“Extension & Renovation Specialist”
Over 35 years experience

BUILDER

LK
53

99

R & K Burt - Builders
Servicing Phillip Island since 1987

• New homes • Extensions  • Renovations
• Decks • Maintenance repairs

Ring Ray 0417 107 835

521191DB - U9108
Member

CARPET CLEANING

JD
57

20

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

• Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
• Commercial - domestic - upholstery

• Rental bond specialists 
• Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING

0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

TIM NEWMAN

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791

LK
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CONCRETER

LK
54

12

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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CARPENTER

LK
49

36

HOME REPAIRS
CARPENTRY

Bob Holmes

0418 555 790
Over 35 year’s trade experience

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING

LK
49
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CLEANING FLUE/CHIMNEY

LK
51

63

Richie Laing
Since 1987

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

DECKS & VERANDAHS

AD
25136

Peter Wright 0408 383 905  John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term 
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs

LK
49

47

ELECTRICIAN

New homes and  
renovations
Emergency  
service calls
Maintenance  
and repairs
New appliance  
installations
Fault finding
Phone, data, TV  
installs and repairs

0401 851 831
maxroyalelectrical@gmail.com

LIC: A56425  REC: 27368

FREE
no obligation

quotes LK
54

42

EXCAVATION

LK
64

68

STILL 
OPEN

FENCING

LK
49

41

• All aspects of timber fencing • Gates
• Demolition and removal • Residential homes

• Holiday homes • Repairs
For a free measure and quote 
Call Pat 0431 514 518
coastalfences01@gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

JBROWN  
ELECTRICS 

JOSHUA BROWN 
M 0448 804 321
E jbrownelectrics@gmail.com

REC: 28634

JBROWN 
ELECTRICS 

JOSHUA BROWN 
M 0448 804 321
E jbrownelectrics@gmail.com

REC: 28634

Your local and reliable electrician, no job too big or too smallYour local and reliable electrician, no job too big or too small

LK
63
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ANTENNAS & TV

LK
00

23
4

Digital antenna installs & service, TV wall-mounting & 
install, home theatre & surround sound set-up, 

satellite dish supply, install & service, 
new house/extension pre-wiring for TV & AV, TV 

points, telephone & data paints & cabling ...and more!
Call for advice or book in today!

0400 722 503

4 Glen Isla Court
Cowes 3922

E mavtvs@gmail.com
W: mavtv.com.au 

ABN 72 837 466 589
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LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

www.islandlandscaping.com.au
Mobile: 0419 356 222

l design consultations l sprinkler systems/garden lighting
l exposed aggregate driveways l paving & retaining walls
l low maintenance gardens l over 20 years experience

LK
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FENCING

LK
50

92

Paling Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls

FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au

ADVERTISING

Contact Lisa on 
5952 3201 or email 

ads@pisra.com.au

To advertise in the

Business 
Guide

HOME RENOVATIONS

LK
64

30

Daniel Potter 0413 665 720

Fully qualified and insured 
carpentry work

Bass Coast
Home Renovations

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER
14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432

Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LK
50

85
 

Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

PAINTER & DECORATOR

LK5087

0431 992 027

Old homes, restorations, real estate, 
insurance work, domestic & commercial 

Free quotes/over 25 years exp. 
Competitively priced/professional 

reliable service
julianbird8@gmail.com

Julian Bird
Painting & Plastering

PLUMBING

LK
49

39

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business
Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING

LK
49

37

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 649

PLUMBING

MB

LK
50

93

Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLUMBING

LK
54
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water

PEST CONTROL

LK
52

93

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637

ROOFING

LK
54

08

• Domestic & Commercial • Repairs
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
• Aluminium Gutter Guard • Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERN
METAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

FENCING

SIMPLE
F E N C I N G

Phillip Island and surrounds

0406 225 442
simplefencing@hotmail.com

LAWN MOWING

Contact Ricky 0447 300 704
Sharon 0409 677 006

Property & garden maintenance,  
rubbish removal, high pressure washing.

Fully insured, reliable & reasonable.

LK
64

44

LAWN MOWING

LK
49

440411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave Costello

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

LAWN MOWING

LK
49

48

LAWN MOWING

ISLAND HOME SERVICES 
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

• Edging  • Clean Up
• Fully Insured • Plus more services

For free appraisal:
Call Russell 0400 626 961

white.rc@hotmail.com

HANDYMAN

Wright Cut Home  
& Property Maintenace

0484 867 919

CALL GARY FOR A FREE QUOTE. 
No job to big or small.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
Fully equipped for any job.

LAWN MOWING

LK
61

97Big Steve’s
Garden Solutions

0438 007 063

n Lawn mowing
n  Rubbish removed
n  Fully insured

Rin
g fo

r

FREE 
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GLASS

LK
48

65

• Residential locksmithing & key cutting • Mosaic glass • Flyscreens
• Shower screens • Re-glazing • Security doors l Glass balustrading 

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 04325 9 7641, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 3, 221 Settlement Road, Cowes

sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LEWIS BETTS  A.B.N. 28 300 150 885

Glazing the Island and district

BETTSY'S

GLASS

BETTSY’S
GLASS

GUTTER CLEANING

JD
58

40

5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

 Reglazing  Showers   Mirrors
 Splashbacks   Balustrading

‘when quality counts’

Phillip Island

WORKS
GLASS

LK
52

41

GAS SUPPLIERS

LK
54

03

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

and appliances sales

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

0401 423 759

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN

• All various trades works around  
the house or office. 

• Customised pricing to suit jobs  
or hourly rates apply. 

• Current public liability insurance supplied. 
All enquires – contact Andrew. 

LOCKSMITH

• Restricted master key systems
• Commercial Specialist
• Architectural hardware

• Locks repaired & fitted on-site
• Door closures

• Keys cut, combinations changed
• Safes

Mobile: 0418 377 640 Phone/Fax: 5952 2389

AFTER HOURS
OPENING SERVICE BASS COAST

LOCKSMITHING
0418 377 640

GAVIN LEWIS
Locksmith

LK
48
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FENCING

LK
50

86
HIA

ISLAND TIMBER 
AND FENCING

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers, 

brush panels etc.
ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber 

NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

HANDYMAN
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ADVERTISING

To advertise in the business guide

Contact Lisa on 5952 3201
ads@pisra.com.au

WINDOW CLEANING

JD
57

22

ventnor property
maintenance
free quotes, no job to small

tim waterton
lawn mowing, rubbish removal, cleanups, 
windows cleaned, all general odd jobs.
M: 0491 141 580
E: twaterton3@hotmail.com

TREE SERVICES

LK
54

15

Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

• Tree & Stump removal
• Pruning 
• Chipping

Fully insured

TREE CARE NOW

Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

TREE SERVICES

LK
54

11

• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TIMBER & TANKS

LK
54

05

Prompt delivery to Phillip Island
PHONE 5678 8552

Cnr Corinella turn off and Bass Highway, Grantville

Large stock of timber, farm products,
roofing iron, poly water tanks

VAN STEENSEL
TIMBERS

PTY. LTD.

TILES

LK
64

55

Paul and Katrina would

like to wish all our customers a

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year 

and thank them for their ongoing 

support over the past 16 years.

11 The Concourse Cowes

p 5952 1999   f 5952 1246 m 0412 723 348

email pkbtiles@waterfont.net.au

LK1868

11 The Concourse Cowes
p 5952 1999   f 5952 1246 m 0412 723 348

email pkbtiles@waterfont.net.au

STILL OPEN
Monday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm
Saturday 9.00am-12.00 noon

STORAGE

LK
50

83

Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monotoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Tell us your views with a  

‘Letter to the Editor’, 

(350 word limit). 

Email advertiser@pisra.com.au

Caravan park a bad  
deal for ratepayers

Cowes Caravan park is situated on 
Crown land, land belonging to the 
state of Victoria, not private enter-
prise.

After the current lease – which was 
not offered for tender – was signed, 
the leasees then onsold the lease for 
a considerable sum.

It was very poor business manage-
ment for Bass Coast and Victoria. 
The only people to make a profit 
were the (old leasees) and the new 
leasees, not Bass Coast Shire.

Bass Coast Shire provides a 20 per 
cent reduction of the rates which, if 
you do the maths for blue chip real 
estate beach frontage, is way below 
commercial value.

What other agreements have been 
entered into by the shire on our be-
half, without the proper tender pro-
cedure and with such little value for 
our money?

Cowes Caravan park is surrounded 
by residential properties. Although 
Crown land, the surrounding area 
has no public access from Church 
Street to the beautiful beach front-
age through the park for the full rate 
paying surrounding area residents.

All profits from the Crown land go 

to private enterprise, not the public.
There is absolutely no value for 

our rate money. We the rate payers – 
who struggle to pay our rates – have 
gained nothing and we don’t get a 20 
per cent rate discount on our rates.

The surrounding beach front prop-
erties are all strongly encouraged to 
protect the native vegetation grow-
ing at the front of their properties.

Strangely there is no vegetation on 
the beach front of the caravan park: 
campers enjoy an exclusive view.

In addition, there has been no 
respect for the hooded plover and 
other wildlife on that exclusive part 
of the beach; no tree plantings to en-
courage new permanent vegetation; 
and no respect for the erosion on the 
area.

Will Bass Coast Shire be prepared 
to assist ratepayers access the beach 
on the Crown land on Church Street 
and protect the beachfront from on-
going damaging development?

Rhonda Barnett, Cowes

Cr Larke berated  
by councillors

To debate a motion at council is es-
sential, but to berate another coun-
cillor because you disagree with 
the motion is not in the spirit of the 

Councillor Code of Conduct of the 
Bass Coast Shire. Berating another 
councillor for doing his job is wrong.

I would say Cr Larke’s credentials 
and the fact that he works for and 
was elected by the ratepayers whose 
money (hard earned) the council 
uses gives Cr Larke every right to 
question the financial side of council. 
Maybe if all council candidates were 
required to have a full and proper 
understanding of council’s finances 
there wouldn’t be so much wastage 
or financial reserves. Remember as 
a councillor you are representing the 
ratepayers in all areas of council’s 
activities.

Mrs Gay Jolly, Cape Woolamai

St Philip’s Church heritage
We wish to commend the church 

on the recent restoration works and 
improvements, including new win-
dows. The works certainly enhance 
the historic character of the building.

One aspect we find less appealing 
is the plan to remove the original 
church pews and replace them with 
new alternative seating.

We feel the removal of the timber 
carved pews will detract from the 
heritage significance of the church, 
which is recognised in Council’s 

planning scheme as well as by the 
National Trust.

We believe the pews are of fine 
craftsmanship, made by local trades-
men and gifted to the church in the 
early part of last century. As such, 
they appear to be an integral part 
of the church’s history and the at-
mosphere and tradition for worship-
pers.

As a local branch of the National 
Trust, we strongly encourage the 
retention of historic and decorative 
features to our significant buildings 
and consider the traditional timber 
pews at St Philip’s are strongly rep-
resentative of your church’s historic 
character.

We therefore respectfully submit 
our views, alongside others who are 
also concerned about the potential 
loss of the pews.

Greg Buchanan, President Bass 
Coast Branch, National Trust of Aus-
tralia (Victoria)

Protect cars with gym
How about a little compromise with 

the gym for Cowes Primary School 
to make it more useful? Instead of 
vandalising the small remaining 
bushland reserve, how about mov-
ing gym slightly? If you think about 

the nature of construction, it would 
be better to make it environmentally 
friendly all timber construction but 
it’s more likely to be tilt slab con-
crete. Looking at recent example, tilt 
slab can be relatively tall.

As Cowes continues to be more and 
more concrete and asphalt for cars, 
it’s coming time to think about how 
car parks are so exposed to damage 
from extreme weather caused by cli-
mate emergency. Many people con-
sider that cars are our most precious 
possessions. So how about protect-
ing them? Heat wave season is start-
ing sooner, getting hotter, lasting 
more days in succession and a lon-
ger season. Storms are more power-
ful, dangerous hail stones, blowing 
all kinds of debris. Surely we can’t 
chop down all the trees?

So why not build the gym over the 
top of the current car park? Looking 
at recent tilt slab Clip and Climb, tilt 
slab is obviously tall enough to pro-
vide timber or suspended slab floor 
three metres above ground level. So 
why not have cars parked under-
neath, protected from climate catas-
trophe, with gym above? It’s unlikely 
to be much more expensive and will 
provide so much extra value for so 
many years of lifetime investment.

Bernie McComb, Cowes

The weather gods turned it on for 
the long weekend and apart from a 
little drizzle it was almost perfect all 
three days.

The fish gods were a little fussier 
with reports all over the place for 
area and consistency.

We did see a lot of quality fish and 
some good bags of fish with plenty 
of people fishing. 

Reports came from both the land 
and the boats across the weekend.

Whiting and calamari made up 
the majority of the reports this week 
from the boats, with salmon and cal-
amari the best on the land.

The surf has been good for salm-
on over the last couple of weeks 
and reports for beaches over the 
weekend were even better, al-

though a little inconsistent.
However, one thing that was con-

sistent was the size of the salmon 
was small, 600g to 800g.

With the large seas offshore over 
the last few weeks you did need to 
pick your beach or time to work 
around the weed. We did see some 
bigger salmon, but they came from 
the boats fishing offshore where 2kg 
was the common size.

Whiting reports were best from 
lunchtime into the early afternoon in 
the boats, fishing the high tide and 
start of the run out.

There were a couple of land based 
whiting reports from Cowes and Ne-
whaven jetties.

There was some quality whiting 
reported although a lot of smaller, 

low 30cm ones.
The whiting came from those edg-

es of the common areas and slightly 
deeper. The smaller fish were around 
all the common spots and in shal-
lower water.

Although we did see lots of whit-
ing there was inconsistency to the 
reports.

Calamari have been frustrating all 
season and it’s been extremely difficult 
to work out the best place and time.

Even our regular calamari cus-
tomers are finding it difficult. One 
customer said it’s a bit like playing 
a poker machine, the first couple of 
casts you seem to find one or two, 
then you will spend hours and even 
a couple of days for nothing.

His description was almost perfect 

for what we have heard over the last 
few weeks from both land based and 
boating customers.

Artificial or baited or colour 
doesn’t seem to matter. It’s a bit of 
a guess, trying to pick the right spot 
and time.

While it has been all over the 
place, we have had reports of excel-
lent quality calamari and even a few 
bags of 10.

The reports of the tuna caught over 
the last week came from a reliable 
customer.

They were school fish and from 
outside the western entrance but a bit 
wider than the Christmas run of tuna.

The other reports from offshore 
were limited due to the weather, but 
they consisted of the salmon men-
tioned earlier, flathead near the east-
ern entrance and off the Woolamai 
surf club.

There was plenty of couta if you 
wanted them and were set up.

Fishing near the bay entrances, 
you caught your share of draught 
board sharks now that the water is 
cooling down.

Back in the bay several couta were 

caught from all over and even the 
jetties with the tiny pinkies making 
a return to large numbers again.

There was no snapper that we 
were told of over the weekend, just 
a handful of decent sized pinkies 
around the Rhyll corals area.

In between the 100s of tiny gum-
mies a dozen or so 3kg to 5kg ones 
were caught and a couple of 10kg or 
better models as well at Gardeners 
channel and Elizabeth Island.

For those who came into the store 
over the weekend and for the last 
couple of weeks we would like to 
thank you for your understanding 
with our restricted numbers in the 
shop at the moment.

Only having a small area, we are 
restricted to four customers at a time 
which can get challenging at times.

With the restrictions we are cur-
rently not selling fishing licences in 
store. If you need to update yours or 
need a short term one jump on to the 
VFA web site and buy it online.

You can pay with your credit 
card or through PayPal and it is 
cheaper to buy the longer-term  
licences online.

Around the Bay 
WITH J IM’S BA IT A N D TACKLE
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APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT A 
BORE AND EXTRACT GROUNDWATER
Southern Rural Water (SRW) wishes to advise of an application 
to construct a new bore and to take and use 20.0 megalitres 
of groundwater for commercial purposes on land described as 
1215 Phillip Island Road, Newhaven. 

It is proposed that the bore will be approximately 900 metres 
in depth and constructed in accordance with the Minimum 
Construction Requirements For Water Bores in Australia. All 
groundwater proposed to be extracted will be sourced from an 
Unincorporated Groundwater Management Area. 

Southern Rural Water is committed to an appropriate consultation 
process to ensure the proper consideration of relevant matters as 
prescribed by the Water Act 1989.

We therefore seek comment from any interested person or parties 
that considers they may be affected by these applications. 
Submissions on this proposal will be accepted until 4pm on  
8 July 2020 and will be taken into account in determining these 
applications.

Please direct enquiries and submissions to:
Trevor McDevitt
Manager Applications.
P.O.Box 153
Maffra  Vic  3860
Telephone  1300 139 510     
Please quote reference: 
CZ1571345
Cameron FitzGerald
Managing Director

JO00041AA

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its 
journalism in accordance with 
the guidelines of the Australian 
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity
1. Ensure that factual material 
in news reports and elsewhere 
is accurate and not misleading, 
and is distinguishable from 
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or 
other adequate remedial 
action if published material 
is significantly inaccurate or 
misleading.

Fairness and balance
3. Ensure that factual material 
is presented with reasonable 
fairness and balance, and that 
writers’ expressions of opinion 
are not based on significantly 
inaccurate factual material or 
omission of key facts.
4. Ensure that where material 
refers adversely to a person, 

a fair opportunity is given for 
subsequent publication of 
a reply if that is reasonably 
necessary to address a possible 
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person’s 
reasonable expectations of 
privacy, unless doing so is 
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing 
materially to substantial 
offence, distress or prejudice, 
or a substantial risk to health 
or safety, unless doing so is 
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency
7. Avoid publishing material 
which has been gathered by 
deceptive or unfair means, 
unless doing so is sufficiently in 
the public interest.
8. Ensure that conflicts of 
interests are avoided or 
adequately disclosed, and that 
they do not influence published 
material.

Step 1 - Click & Collect Extended 
until June 19

West Gippsland Libraries Step 
1 click and collect services will 
continue until 19th June. The 
service has been very successful 
and has been extended for an 
additional week to give more 
members the opportunity to 
access holds. From Monday 
22nd, Step 2 will be introduced 
which includes limited access to 
public spaces in the library for 
members. For more information, 
please visit online, call your 
branch or try live chat via our 
website Mon-Fri 9am-5pm.

Drouin Ph: 5625 1564
Foster Ph: 5682 1735

Inverloch Ph: 5674 1169
Korumburra Ph: 5655 1105

Leongatha Ph: 5662 4829
Mirboo North Ph: 5668 1528

Neerim South Ph: 5628 1621
Northern Mobile Ph: 5622 2849

Phillip Island Ph: 5952 2842
Poowong Ph: 5659 2349

San Remo Ph: 5622 2849
Warragul Ph: 5622 2848
Waterline Ph: 5622 2849

Welshpool Ph: 5688 1051
Wonthaggi Ph: 5672 1875

wgrlc.vic.gov.au

JO00100AB

NOTICE OF AN
APPLICATION FOR A 
PLANNING PERMIT
Details about the application:

The land affected by the application is located at: 
21 Highview Crescent, Surf Beach VIC 3922

The application is for a permit to: Development 
of land for second dwelling on lot

The applicant for the permit is: Bill Toohey, C/- 
Gennadi Belousov - ArchIdea Design Group

The application reference number is: 200080
You may look at the application and any 

documents that support the application by 
visiting Council’s website at www.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/planningads

Any person who may be affected by the 
granting of the permit may object or make other 
submissions to the responsible authority.

Council collects and holds this Personal 
Information to comply with the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 and the Privacy and Data 
Protection Act 2014 (Vic).

An objection must be sent to the Responsible 
Authority and include the reasons for the 
objection, and state how the objector would 
be affected, in writing, addressed to Bass Coast 
Shire Council, P.O. Box 118, Wonthaggi Vic 3995 
or email basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au

The responsible authority must make a copy 
of every objection available for any person to 
inspect until the end of the period during which 
an application may be made for review of a 
decision on the application.

The responsible authority will not decide on 
the application before June 25, 2020.

If you object, the responsible authority will tell 
you its decision

SITUATION VACANT

RECEPTIONIST/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
A great opportunity exists for a  
Receptionist/Administrator to join 
our law firm in Cowes.
The appointed person will be meet-
ing and greeting all clients and visi-
tors to the office as well as handling 
incoming telephone calls. Addition-
ally you will assist with all adminis-
trative functions which will include 
typing, incoming and outgoing corre-
spondence, preparation and delivery 
of legal documents, office accounting 
and maintaining the client database. 
Whilst the successful applicant 
preferably has experience in a pro-
fessional services environment, 
we are open to applications by any 
person who feels they can meet the 
requirements of the position. 
This is a permanent, full-time posi-
tion that comes with advancement 
opportunities within the legal pro-
fession for the right candidate.  The 
job description for the position will 

be forwarded by email upon request.
To be successful in this role you 
must have:
• excellent communication and cus-
tomer service skills;
• neat and clean presentation
• strong organisational and time 
management skills;
• sound typing, spelling and gram-
mar skills;
• a thorough understanding of the 
Microsoft Office suite and;
• a strong attention to detail.
Demonstrated experience in a similar 
role and/or experience with LEAP soft-
ware will be considered favourably.
Salary and other conditions will be 
dependent upon experience.
Please note that only candidates 
that can demonstrate meeting the 
above criteria will be contacted.
Applications should be forwarded 
to the above email address before 
5.00pm on the 16th June 2020.

JO00103AA

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

1/60 Chapel Street (po box 101), Cowes 3922  |  Tel:  5952 2725  |  Fax:  5952 3848
info@islaw.com.au

SITUATION VACANT

DIRECTOR OF NURSING 
Registered Nurse  

Grade 7 DON (13-24) 1 EFT ONGOING

Looking for a career and/or lifestyle change? 
Want to join a team that embraces change,  
is expanding services, and has just opened  

a new theatre building?

An exciting opportunity exists to join the  
South Gippsland Hospital Senior Executive 
Team as the Director of Nursing (DON) in  

the picturesque township of Foster,  
located in the beautiful Corner Inlet region  

of South Gippsland.   

Enquiries: If this sounds like a job you want, 
call our CEO, Paul Greenhalgh on 0427 093 

058, to discuss the opportunities that await.  
Further information: see our website 
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au 

Applications close on  
Friday 26 June 2020 at 5pm.

JO00102AA

Position Vacancies
Bass Coast Health

t 5671 3333   f 5671 3300
e info@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au

Bass Coast Health is seeking applications 
for the following positions:

Registered Nurse – Sub Acute Ward 
Part Time – Closes 26/6/20

Associate Nurse Unit Manager  
– Kirrak House 
Part Time – Closes 3/7/20

Allied Health Assistant  
– Diversional Therapist  
Residential Aged Care – Kirrak House 
Permanent Part Time – Closes 12/6/20

Program Manager  
– Primary & Community Care 
Full Time – Closes 21/6/20

Registered Nurse  
– Maternal & Child Health 
Casual – Closes 12/6/20 

For full position details, a position 
description and how to apply, 
please refer to the BCH website 
basscoasthealth.org.au or contact 
Human Resources via email  
hr@basscoasthealth.org.au JO

00
09

8A
B

NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS: Weekly 
meetings Bass Coast 
Shire: Cowes - Sun-
day 5-6pm, St Philip’s 
Church (opp. Coles); 
Wonthaggi - Friday 
11am, Salvation Army 
Hall (149 McKenzie St.). 
Phone 1300 652 820 or 
visit na.org.au

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS: Weekly 
meetings Bass Coast 
Shire, Wonthaggi - 
Tuesday 8pm; AA Cowes 
Big Book meeting at St 
Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 
0417 317 470; Salvation 
Army building, McK-
enzie St., Wonthaggi, 
Saturday 11am, 5672 
3627. Phone head office 
9429 1833.
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Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
RepaiRs and 

RestoRations 
From timber to metal - 
small to large projects

Reasonable prices
Open Tues & Thurs 

9am to noon

Contact Terry on 
0438 808 428

M
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43

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser

is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,

you may approach the
newspaper itself  

or contact the  
Council by email

info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone 

(02) 8261 1930. 
For further

information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

CHURCH
NOTICES
While Services have been 
suspended the churches 
have made provision to 
share services, prayers 

and reflections

Uniting ChUrCh:
http://cowes.

unitingchurch.org.au/
minister.php

https://www.facebook.
com/pages/

St-Johns-Uniting-Church/
828979940479969 

BaptiSt ChUrCh:
http://islandbaptist.org.au/

hope ChUrCh: 
are emailing members

https://islandhope
church.com/

CatholiC ChUrCh:
https://www.cdsale.org.au/

coronavirus
https://www.cdsale.org.au/

prayer-and-reflection

St phillip’S angliCan 
ChUrCh :

https://anglicanparishbass
phillipisland.org/ 

https://www.facebook.
com/stphilipscowes/

phillip iSland  
SUrf ChUrCh:

https://www.facebook.
com/pages/category/

Christian-Church/ 
Surf-Church-Phillip-Island-

360300548086709/ 
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“Two double rooms 
and 1 single room from 
$220pw available now 
in Cowes.   Newly refur-
bished and fully fur-
nished rooms with all 
mod cons: RC climate 
control, NBN, 24/7 se-
curity with PIN access. 
Rent includes utilities. 
Gardener and fortnight-
ly cleaner for common 
areas included. Lucy 
0418504537 or dennis-
coaching@hotmail.com”

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIEDS SEEK BUY SELL

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

LEAVE
NO ONE
IN NEED

salvationarmy.org.au

RED 
SHIELD 
APPEAL

Please donate now

“...Thus says the 
LORD...

Fear not, for 
I have redeemed 

you; I have
called you 
by name, 

you are mine.” 
Isaiah 43:1, ESV

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939 SITUATION VACANT

DIRECTOR OF NURSING 
Registered Nurse  

Grade 7 DON (13-24) 1 EFT ONGOING

Looking for a career and/or lifestyle change? 
Want to join a team that embraces change,  
is expanding services, and has just opened  

a new theatre building?

An exciting opportunity exists to join the  
South Gippsland Hospital Senior Executive 
Team as the Director of Nursing (DON) in  

the picturesque township of Foster,  
located in the beautiful Corner Inlet region  

of South Gippsland.   

Enquiries: If this sounds like a job you want, 
call our CEO, Paul Greenhalgh on 0427 093 

058, to discuss the opportunities that await.  
Further information: see our website 
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au 

Applications close on  
Friday 26 June 2020 at 5pm.

JO00102AA

SITUATION VACANT

DIRECTOR OF NURSING 
Registered Nurse  

Grade 7 DON (13-24) 1 EFT ONGOING

Looking for a career and/or lifestyle change? 
Want to join a team that embraces change,  
is expanding services, and has just opened  

a new theatre building?

An exciting opportunity exists to join the  
South Gippsland Hospital Senior Executive 
Team as the Director of Nursing (DON) in  

the picturesque township of Foster,  
located in the beautiful Corner Inlet region  

of South Gippsland.   

Enquiries: If this sounds like a job you want, 
call our CEO, Paul Greenhalgh on 0427 093 

058, to discuss the opportunities that await.  
Further information: see our website 
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au 

Applications close on  
Friday 26 June 2020 at 5pm.
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SITUATION VACANT

DIRECTOR OF NURSING 
Registered Nurse  

Grade 7 DON (13-24) 1 EFT ONGOING

Looking for a career and/or lifestyle change? 
Want to join a team that embraces change,  
is expanding services, and has just opened  

a new theatre building?

An exciting opportunity exists to join the  
South Gippsland Hospital Senior Executive 
Team as the Director of Nursing (DON) in  

the picturesque township of Foster,  
located in the beautiful Corner Inlet region  

of South Gippsland.   

Enquiries: If this sounds like a job you want, 
call our CEO, Paul Greenhalgh on 0427 093 

058, to discuss the opportunities that await.  
Further information: see our website 
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au 

Applications close on  
Friday 26 June 2020 at 5pm.
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SITUATION VACANT

DIRECTOR OF NURSING 
Registered Nurse  

Grade 7 DON (13-24) 1 EFT ONGOING

Looking for a career and/or lifestyle change? 
Want to join a team that embraces change,  
is expanding services, and has just opened  

a new theatre building?

An exciting opportunity exists to join the  
South Gippsland Hospital Senior Executive 
Team as the Director of Nursing (DON) in  

the picturesque township of Foster,  
located in the beautiful Corner Inlet region  

of South Gippsland.   

Enquiries: If this sounds like a job you want, 
call our CEO, Paul Greenhalgh on 0427 093 

058, to discuss the opportunities that await.  
Further information: see our website 
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au 

Applications close on  
Friday 26 June 2020 at 5pm.
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SITUATION VACANT

DIRECTOR OF NURSING 
Registered Nurse  

Grade 7 DON (13-24) 1 EFT ONGOING

Looking for a career and/or lifestyle change? 
Want to join a team that embraces change,  
is expanding services, and has just opened  

a new theatre building?

An exciting opportunity exists to join the  
South Gippsland Hospital Senior Executive 
Team as the Director of Nursing (DON) in  

the picturesque township of Foster,  
located in the beautiful Corner Inlet region  

of South Gippsland.   

Enquiries: If this sounds like a job you want, 
call our CEO, Paul Greenhalgh on 0427 093 

058, to discuss the opportunities that await.  
Further information: see our website 
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au 

Applications close on  
Friday 26 June 2020 at 5pm.
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

MORE RENTAL  
PROPERTIES WANTED.  

CALL FOR A FREE  
APPRAISAL TODAY.

 WE HAVE CASH 
BUYERS READY  
TO PURCHASE 

NOW!

167 BACK BEACH ROAD,  
SMITHS BEACH

29 CASTLECOMBE CIRCUIT, COWES

$489,000
• Near new home, ready to move in
• 3 bedrooms/ 2 bathrooms
• Situated in the Shoalhaven Estate

$595,000
• 2 open living spaces and large kitchen
• 3 bedrooms/2 bathroom
• Wood heater and 3 split systems
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COWES OFFICE 
SALE LISTINGS

RENTALS 
AVAILABLE NOW

22 SUNSET DRIVE, SUNSET STRIP
• 4 Bed/2 Bath $350pw

2/2 HONEYSUCKLE GROVE, SILVERLEAVES
• 2 Bed/1 bath $285pw

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local 
newsagency

ADVERTISERPHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

LK00109

This stunning shot of the Cowes pier was captured by Ramble & Drift Creative earlier this month.

Without peer

Hundreds of animals injured 
in Gippsland’s summer bushfi res 
have been helped by generous 
Phillip Island locals.

About $7000 was raised through 
various events, including a raffl e, 
with all the money donated to 
three shelters.

Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilita-
tion Shelter’s Colleen Ellerton-
Gilbee said the shelters were “so 
grateful for the support the Phillip 
Island community gave them.

“They were brought to tears, be-
cause as shelters we get very little 
support and any support is so ap-
preciated,” Colleen said.

The three shelters – in Bairn-
sdale, Tooradin and one the out-
skirts of Melbourne – all care for 
fi re-affected wildlife, with one 
of these doing fortnightly feed 
drops around Cann River, in East 
Gippsland, to shelters caring for 

the likes of kangaroos, wombats, 
lizards, and even emus.

“The rain we have had is help-
ing, but there is still not enough 
food for them all yet.

“The money has gone to buying 
so many things, cages, food sup-
plements, including food drops 
in the wild, milk powders, medi-
cal supplies, and construction of 
boxes.”

Colleen said while almost $7000 
was raised – mostly from Cowes 
Pet Shop and Island Paw Prints – 
supplies were also donated.

Colleen did not take any of the 
funds for her own shelter, which 
she continues to run outside her 
full-time job, taking up to six calls 
a day.

“Although during COVID-19 
restrictions roadkills and rescue 
calls have been reduced, which is 
lovely.”

Scientists have declared the en-
dangered Eastern barred bandi-
coots are on the way back from 
the brink of extinction.

Researchers at Phillip Island 
Nature Parks stated that the popu-
lation of 67 bandicoots released 
on the Island in 2017 has grown to 
about 300 animals.

While Phillip Island Nature 
Parks’ visitor attractions were 
closed to help slow the spread of 
coronavirus, the organisation con-
tinued to implement its on-ground 
conservation and research activi-
ties, including signifi cant work 
to stop the impact of feral cats, 
which are a threat to bandicoots, 
penguins and shearwater birds.

The recent results of trap-and-re-
lease of microchipped bandicoots 
also revealed the animals have 
spread at least 4km from their 
original transplanted home in the 
wild, including across farmland.

Phillip Island Nature Parks’ Dep-
uty Director of Research Dr Dun-
can Sutherland said the project to 
establish bandicoots on Phillip Is-
land has now met the key criteria of 
success after two and a half years.

“Successful establishment on 
Phillip Island is a huge step towards 
securing this species from extinc-
tion,’’ Dr Sutherland said. “We’re 
successfully reversing the decline.’’

The success of the program 
means that the Eastern barred 
bandicoots’ listing on the threat-
ened species list could be re-
viewed in the future, Dr Suther-
land said. The Eastern barred 
bandicoots were wiped out in Vic-
toria by foxes and habitat loss and 
only existed in sanctuaries on the 
mainland since 1991.

In collaboration with the East-
ern barred bandicoot (EBB) Re-
covery Team, a trial release of 20 
bandicoots was established on 

nearby Churchill Island in 2015. 
Then in 2017, 67 eastern barred 
bandicoots were relocated onto 
Phillip Island, which was declared 
fox-free earlier that same year.

The release was signifi cant be-
cause while there are no foxes on 
Phillip Island, the animals for the 
fi rst time had to contend with feral 
cats. Last year bandicoots were 
also released on French Island but 
it is too early to say if that pro-
gram has been a success.

Eastern barred bandicoots 
live for up to three years in the 
wild, breeding from three to four 
months and have up to fi ve litters 
of one to three young a year.

Phillip Island golf
Tuesday, June 2 – Men’s Stableford: 

Winner was Kevin Rosen H/c (28) with 
38 points on a countback from Stephen 
Mack H/c (17) also with 38 points.

Hole competition winner was Ray 
Reid with 21 points.

Wednesday, June 3 – Ladies 3 Person 
Ambrose: Winners were Jeanette Diss, 
Jo Disher and Inge Royce – 64 5/6 nett – 
Great score ladies – blitzed it.

BDL: Ros Reid, Anne Sherwood and 
Sheryl Smith – 71.5.

Zoe Frost, Sherrill Brunsden and Jill 
Tyrell – 72 1/3.

Cheryl White, Jill Zelman and Pat 
Rose – 72 2/3.

Di Ray, Anne Balfe and Barb Haydon 
– 72 2/3.

Alice Schofi eld, Rhonda Boyd and 
Sue Brown – 72 5/6.

Winner of the Walton knockout semi-
fi nal today was  Lorraine  Hammon on 
15th. Congratulations  Lorraine, and 
commiserations to Mary Whelan, well 
done for getting this far.

The fi nal of the Walton Knockout at 
this stage will be held next Wednesday, 
hitting off prior to the fi eld.  

Best of luck to both fi nalists, Lesley 
Meadowcroft and Lorraine Hammon.

Thursday, May 28 – Men’s Stabl-
eford: Winner was Steven Duggan H/c 
(6) with 37 points from Fred Adern H/c 
(15) with 36 points.

9 Hole competition winner was Bob 
Pascoe with 12 points.

Saturday, May 29 – Men’s April 
Monthly Medal – Sponsored by Mel-
bourne Brick.

A Grade winner and Monthly Med-
al winner – Matt Brown H/c (12) – 68 
points.

A Grade runner up – Scott Fullarton 
H/c (7) – 70 points.

B Grade winner – Chris Zoanetti 
H/c(14) – 71 points.

B Grade runner up – Mark Jamieson 
H/c(15) – 72 points on a countback.

C Grade winner and runner up – Stu-
art Crawford H/c(19) – 70 points.

C Grade runner up – Mark Reid 
H/c(26) – 71 points.

9 Hole winner was John Rodakis 
with 19 points.

Next Saturday’s event – June Month-
ly Medal sponsored by Phillip Island 
Service Centre.

Ladies competition - Ladies Stabl-
eford.

Winner was Jeanette Diss H/c (20) 
with 34 points from Stacey Meder H/c 
(29) with 32 points.

A project to establish bandicoots 
on Phillip Island has now met the 
key criteria of success after two 
and a half years.

Bandicoots back 
from the brink

Animals say thanks
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