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Huge range instore
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SOLAR POWER now available to each unit for battery charging. No extra cost.

  $1.40 Incl. GSTThursday, June 17, 2021Your Community Voice!

P H I L L I P  I S L A N D  &  S A N  R E M O

Once again, the team at PICAL 
has come to the aid of those most in 
need in our community.

PICAL’s pop up kitchen at their 
Church Street premises in Cowes 
last Friday, provided hot food and 
comfort in the aftermath of the dev-
astating storms.

Like most of Gippsland, people 
across the island were struggling, 
with some homes facing the pros-
pect of four days without electricity.

And PICAL was facing its own issues. 
Some of the frozen meals in the food-
relief pantry had started to defrost.

PICAL’s General Manager, Greg 
Thompson said the idea of the pop-
up kitchen came about after seeing 
a lot of comments on social media 
about families and older people 
struggling with the power outage.

“In an effort to ensure that the 

cooked meals that had defrosted in 
the power outage didn’t go to waste, 
PICAL held a pop-up hot meals 
kitchen,” he explained.

“We were loath to throw away the 
meals that our hard-working volun-
teer cooking team had made so we 
heated them on the barbeque and 
served approximately 100 meals.

“We also used meats and breads 
that were thawing, serving more 
than a hundred people throughout 
the day.”

It was all hands on deck, as a team 
of eight volunteers and six staff got 
the kitchen up and running, serving 
the delicious dinners from 10am un-
til 3pm.

The local supermarkets jumped 
on board, donating meat for the 
barbeque, while Bimbadeen farm 
dropped by with a crate of eggs.

Tough times
Isabella Kozlovskis and her fi ve 

children came down to the pop-up 
kitchen, grateful for the hot meal.

She said the power outage had 
been very tough.

“I’ve just done a load of washing 
by hand; wrung it all out, so it’s 
been really, really hard.

“We’re lucky though, we’ve got a 
wood fi re and gas for heating and 
cooking. For showers we boil water 
and use face washers.

“The PICAL free meal today is 
wonderful. There’s a wonderful 
sense of community with everyone 
coming together and I think more 
people should become involved.”

Leanne Walton said her family 
was fortunate enough to have heat-
ing, but their food had perished 
without electricity.

She found out about the free hot 
meals through Facebook.

“I think our food is a bit iffy be-
cause it’s been well over 48 hours 
and our power has been off. But 
you know, we’re fortunate and the 
lovely community that we’ve got is 
really good.”

She said having an open fi re and 
a barbeque had helped see the fam-
ily through, and they charged their 
phones in the car.

“We had some people from the 
local Uniting Church come and 
check on us today, as we usually 
have a community meal with them.

“The guy from the Uniting 
Church was asking – “are you go-
ing to be okay?”, and I said we’ll 
ride it out. We’ll be okay.

“It was lovely that we had people 
to check on us. Having a bit of live 

data still on my phone, I was able 
to see the horrible, horrifi c things 
that were going on in Traralgon.

“I thought, you know, we are okay 
here really. There’s so much more 
going on out there and so many 
people worse off than us.”

Like many families, Leanne said 
the power outage meant the family 
spent more time together and the 
board games came out.

“We played three hours of Mo-
nopoly.

“It took us back to what felt like 
the eighteen hundreds with the 
fi re going. It was really, really 
good without the technology for a 
change.”

A generous local also loaned 
PICAL a generator, to prevent los-
ing any more meals or frozen food 
from the emergency food pantry.

Soul food
PICAL pops up with free hot meals
Isabella Kozlovskis with her family at the PICAL Pop Up meal tent. Isabella, Jaidan, Amelia and Taj with just some of the PICAL staff and volunteers that helped on the day – Jen Car-
roll, Maddi and Felix Kelly, Jono Bouillir, Anne-Marie Emanuele and Jeanne Solity.
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Thieves broken into the PICAL offices over the 
weekend, stealing vital equipment needed for its 
community garden and food relief program.

After rallying to help feed the community on 
Friday in the wake of the destructive storms 
(see separate story), the robbery is a massive 
blow for the community organisation.

Centre Manager Greg Thompson said the 
thieves broke in through a window in one of 
the training rooms.

They then accessed the storage area where 
PICAL’s gardening and power tools are stored.

“The near new stolen Makita cordless tools 
are required to keep the community garden op-
erating and the grounds maintained,” said Greg.

The theft will also impact on classes offered 
by PICAL and cripples the garden operations.

Greg described the community garden as a 
key part of PICAL’s food relief efforts, and the 
loss of tools will hinder its ability to “feed those 
in need in our community”.

The tools were purchased over the last year 
and a half through grants and donations.

“It could be weeks before insurance can be ac-
cessed and the tools replaced, to enable the gar-
den to be functioning at full capacity,” Greg said.

The thieves only took items that could be car-
ried, so police suspect they did not have a car.

“We believe that it was simply an opportunis-
tic event – potentially by one of the groups of 
people hanging in the bus transit centre over 
the last two days,” he said.

The Boomerang Bags room was also broken 
into however nothing was stolen, supporting 
the theory that the thieves were on foot and did 
not take anything of significant weight.

The police have asked anyone who is ap-
proached or knows of anyone trying to sell off 
some almost brand-new Makita cordless power 
tools, to please contact Cowes Police station on 
5952 2037 or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

After attending dozens of call outs due 
to last week’s storms, the Phillip Island 
SES got some very unwelcome feedback 
from a heartless member of the public.

As one of the SES trucks returned to 
base after a job on Saturday, someone 
threw a bottle of orange juice, hitting the 
truck window.

The truck was driving in an 80km 
speed zone and “the sound of the impact 
made all three members jump”, a post on 
the unit’s Facebook page reported.

Fortunately, there was no damage to 
the vehicle and there were no serious 
outcomes beyond orange juice covered 
windows and frazzled nerves.

“It could have ended badly not only for 
the crew but the other road users at that 
time,” the post stated.

The crew were baffled at the action, 
which was a very poor response to the 
hard work of the volunteers, who had 
been on constant call outs since the storm 
front hit last Wednesday.

Like much of south-eastern Victoria, Phillip Island was hit by gale force winds last 
Wednesday night, leaving trees down and debris strewn across the island.

A potentially busy long-weekend of trade for 
local businesses has been lost, due to Covid re-
strictions and storm damage.

Despite restrictions easing last week, most 
businesses were unable to trade last Thursday 
and Friday due to a power outage.

Kim Storey from Destination Phillip Island 
said the late return of power in key townships 
had a big impact.

Businesses already unsure of potential visi-
tor numbers – with Melburnians still barred 
from visiting the regions – also had to grapple 
with unforeseen closures and loss of food sup-
plies.

“A number of businesses had to make the 
call to close on various days,” Kim said.

“Given the warnings for travel to regional 
Victoria, the reduced number of potential visi-
tors was seen as impacting any revenue base 
across the weekend.

“We hope that we will be able to welcome 
Melburnians again soon and experience a 
more settled opening approach.”

Paul Mannix from the San Remo Fisher-
man’s Co-op summed up the feeling of many 
local business owners, saying the latest lock-
down and the power outages had “put a big 
dampener on things”.

“The storm and ensuing power losses were 

quite a challenge – saving our stock was a ma-
jor priority,” he said.

“Big thanks to San Remo wrasse fisher-
man Craig Martin for lending us his generator 
which powered enough refrigeration to get us 
through and save everything.”

On a brighter note, he said the current run 
of good weather had been good for fishermen.

“Our fishermen are happy – they are nearly 
all out fishing at the moment – and Bass Strait 
is a great place for social distancing!

“With a few good catches ready to be un-
loaded shortly, we are hoping to finish June on 
a positive note.”

He said the call by Regional Councils Victo-
ria for an extra long weekend was really just a 
band-aid solution to the issues facing business.

“Our national vaccination numbers are still 
too low, so we are a bloody long way off a long 
weekend celebration.

“A new long weekend might help regional 
towns, but I think everyone would prefer to see 
real solutions rather than proposed band-aids 
to mask the problem.

“We need purpose-built quarantine facilities 
and higher rates of vaccination.

“And if the state and federal governments 
would stop bickering and blaming each other, 
they might find the time to get it done.”

PICAL Facilities Coordinator Rowan Visser 
at the broken window where the thieves 
gained entry.

Callous thieves 
cripple community 
garden

The lost weekend

Juice abuse for weary crew

MORE 
PHOTOS 
PAGE 17
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Men's Health Week 14-20 June 2021

Looking after your physical, mental and social wellbeing
should be a top priority.

In this year’s Men’s Health Week, the importance of having a
supportive team around you has never been more important.

Whether it’s making an appointment with your local GP, going
for a walk outside or having a chat with a mate.

I encourage all men and boys to stay connected, seek support
and get help if they are experiencing any health symptoms.

Russell Broadbent MP
Federal Member for Monash

Connecting for
Men's Health

Melaleuca Lodge Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES (off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday
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Residents of Shetland Heights Road 
in San Remo say the junior second-
ary campus construction is making 
life unbearable.

Having campaigned for over a de-
cade for an upgrade, when the state 
government announced the cam-
pus would be built at the end of the 
road, residents thought fi nally their 
prayers had been answered.

However, their hopes were dashed 
when it was confi rmed the project 
would only include an upgrade to 
Potters Hill Road and there were no 
plans to seal Shetland Heights, de-
spite it being a major access road to 
the new campus.

The government maintains the 
upgrade is the responsibility of Bass 
Coast Shire Council.

Since construction began, the resi-
dents say their quality of life has been 
severely compromised.

In March, Bill McIntosh’s home 
was one of several impacted by a dust 
storm from the construction site.

He claims there’s been no response 
from the builders or the state gov-
ernment about compensation for his 
clean-up costs.

He also said repeated emails and 
calls to the state government and the 
Victorian School Building Authority 
have gone nowhere.

Other residents told the Advertiser 
they contacted the builder direct, 
who sent a team out the day after the 
storm to do an outside clean.

They confi rmed they also received 
an email from the government saying 
it would cover the cost of the clean-
ing.

Member for Bass, Jordan Crugnale 
said she had responded to queries 
from residents about the dust.

“It was brought to my attention on 
a weekend, and I acted immediately 
and my understanding is cleaning of 
the affected homes has occurred.

“If this is not the case, residents can 
either contact me directly or go to the 

project manager onsite.”
Bill also claims the process to ap-

point the builder for the site – SJ Hig-
gins – was not transparent and is de-
manding an inquiry.

He questioned how a builder could 
be appointed less than three weeks 
after the announcement of the cam-
pus location.

However Ms Crugnale said the ap-
pointment of the builder followed the 
standard government tender process.

“This was issued to the market in 
October 2020, closed in December 
2020 and publicly announced in Jan-
uary 2021.

“It is common for large projects that 
need to acquire land to have these 
processes running simultaneously.”

Powerlines
Residents are also unhappy about 

overhead powerlines being moved 

due to the campus construction.
One resident said it will destroy his 

ocean view.
While the powerlines will be un-

derground at the campus, outside the 
school grounds, they will be above 
ground.

That means some homes will now 
look out across a set of powerlines 
and a transformer.

“New estates have to put power-
lines underground, why don’t they,” 
the resident asked.

He also claimed the new power-
lines would go directly over a section 
of the George Bass Walk.

He has written to local MP, Jordan 
Crugnale raising his concerns.

Ms Crugnale told the Advertiser in 
order “to meet construction timelines 
and funding considerations, the ex-
isting power lines at the site will be 
moved and retained above ground”.

A spokesperson for AusNet said 
they could not direct the project to 
put the powerlines underground, ex-
plaining AusNet’s role was merely to 
ensure work met the required Aus-
tralian Standards.

Footpath
A decision by Bass Coast Shire 

Council to install a temporary foot-
path, has also upset residents, who 
say it’s further eroding their amenity.

“Council is doing a temporary foot-
path, but it’s not on the side of the 
road that the footpath will be on long 
term,” one resident explained.

Bass Coast Shire Council CEO Ali 
Wastie said the temporary footpath 
would provide safe access to the new 
campus when it opens.

“Existing pathway connections, 
current road topography, existing 
driveways, services, embankments 

and narrow road verge widths are 
informing the best alignment for this 
temporary pathway,” she said.

“It will be complete before the per-
manent road upgrade design is com-
plete.”

Ms Wastie said the permanent 
footpath alignment along Shetland 
Heights Road will be designed as 
part of the future road and drainage 
upgrade project.

“Detailed investigations are well 
underway however, typically an up-
grade project of this nature takes 
three to four years from inception to 
completion.”

She said an independent Traffi c 
Impact Assessment had been com-
missioned by council to determine 
the effect of the new school.

“The Traffi c Impact Assessment 
is intended to clarify future demand 
on Shetland Heights Road and other 
streets in the school’s local catchment 
area.

“Based on the outcome of this as-
sessment, Council intends to contin-
ue its advocacy for Shetland Heights 
Road to be sealed or to implement 
other recommendations of the as-
sessment.”

At this stage, a special charge 
scheme, which could be more than 
four years away, seems the only 
available option for the residents.

In the meantime, there is no solu-
tion in sight for the traffi c, dust and 
safety concerns of their road.

One resident told the Advertiser 
he was frustrated residents who are 
bearing the brunt of the construction 
impact are also being asked to foot 
the bill for a road leading to a major 
public facility.

“You show me a road in Australia 
with a high school at the end of it, 
where the residents paid for it,” he 
said.

“They say the school being here 
adds value to our homes, but it 
doesn’t.”

Residents’ woes continue

A decision by Bass Coast Shire Council to install a temporary footpath, has also upset residents, who say it’s 
further eroding their amenity.
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Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.

Don’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922 Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820.

46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820

russell.broadbent.mp@aph.gov.au
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Supporting local business, 
creates local jobs.

RUSSELL
BROADBENT MP
Federal Member for Monash

Gale force winds meant island 
residents and businesses spent a 
sleepless night last Wednesday, be-
fore waking to survey the damage.

Trees down blocked roads and 
driveways, and despite another 
easing in Covid restrictions, most 
businesses remained closed on 
Thursday morning, due to the 
power outages.

Like much of south-eastern Vic-
toria, Phillip island and surrounds 
were hit by extended power out-
ages.

While power was restored to 
most island properties on Friday, 
AusNet said a handful of custom-
ers were still without power on 
Tuesday, with some not expected 
to be restored until later this week.

Michael Kenny, the unit coordi-
nator for San Remo and Phillip Is-
land SES said both teams had been 

inundated with calls for help after 
the storm.

Since 9am on Wednesday, June 
9, the San Remo unit responded to 
57 requests for assistance, and the 
Phillip Island unit responded to 75.

He said the hardest hit areas 
were Grantville and surrounds, 
followed by Cowes and Silver-
leaves.

Neither unit received any calls 
for fl ooding, and there were mini-
mal calls for building damage.

“There were a few trees that had 
brought down powerlines but the 
vast majority were for trees over 
the road,” Michael said.

One tree fell into one of the San 
Remo SES trucks as it was out at-
tending to calls, and the frighten-
ing incident was captured on video 
and posted to its Facebook page.

“The San Remo unit also had one 

of their other trucks break down, 
which left us with only one opera-
tional vehicle for several hours 
while we found access to another

“Even with this setback the mem-
bers kept responding to requests 
as best as they could,” he said.

On Tuesday, Michael told the Ad-
vertiser “requests for assistance 
are still trickling in now but the 
worst of it has gone”.

He sent a heartfelt thank you 
to the SES volunteers who helped 
keep the community safe.

“A big shout out to all the mem-
bers at both units, who have 
worked very, very hard for the 
past week.

“Both units only have 25 mem-
bers so it was a very big task for 
them to get all the jobs done.”

He also thanked Bass Coast Shire 
Council crews for their support.

Wednesday night sto rm hits hard

There was a moment last Thursday 
when pandemic lockdown suddenly 
looked appealing.

At least in lockdown you can get 
a takeaway coffee. Or a hot shower 
and petrol. And in lockdown there’s 
TV, the internet and phone calls.

But with many residents and busi-
nesses on the island and San Remo 
losing power from Wednesday night 
and some not having it switched on 
again until Tuesday, lockdown took 
on a whole new meaning.

For Optus customers, mobiles 
across the island were stubbornly 
fi xed on one bar from Wednesday 
evening, which translated to zero us-
age; except for the odd text message, 
although those came haphazardly.

A neighbour in Cowes said she had 

given up all concerns for her choles-
terol and had a packet of chocolate 
teddy bear biscuits for dinner. That 
was after she had an old-fashioned 
sponge bath in tepid water.

While residents – and particularly 
the elderly – were faced with freez-
ing conditions and no heating, and 
school children were sent home on 
Thursday and told to stay at home on 
Friday as well, arguably the biggest 
hit came to businesses.

Almost to the minute that state 
government directives enabled busi-
nesses to open further, following 
eased restrictions, traders were once 
again crippled.

Staff had a forced day off, to do 
what?

When the Advertiser spoke to one 

restaurant owner last week, she 
summed it up by simply looking to 
the heavens.

“Sweet mother of god,” she said in 
desperation.

Some supermarkets continued to 
operate on generator backup, but the 
outage meant they had to throw away 
tens of thousands of dollars’ worth of 
meat, fresh salads, and dairy.

The economic hit from this lat-
est punch may never be known, but 
coming at the start of an already-re-
stricted long weekend, its force was 
magnifi ed.

What made the outage all the more 
agonising  was the slow and random 
way homes were switched back on. It 
was like a lottery.

First came Cape Woolamai on Fri-

day morning.
Then came the estate behind the 

RSL in Cowes.
The Phillip Island Community 

Noticeboard lit up like a Christmas 
tree with hundreds of comments 
from those bemoaning they were 
yet to have power, through to others 
who were beaming at the return of 
their refrigeration (presuming their 
freezer section hadn’t already gone 
soggy).

“Anyone in Sunset Strip?” asked 
Meg, “I feel really left out! It’s like 
I’m back in high school and I’m the 
last to get picked for a sports team.”

If there was any silver lining from 
the outage, it was this: community 
spirit, and even family spirit.

Board games were dusted off; 

smart phones switched off. If in fact 
they had been able to be charged.

Neighbours talked, offered to help, 
shared the joke because otherwise it 
all seemed a bit too chaotic to absorb.

In one of the most generous acts of 
kindness, PICAL opened a pop-up 
free community kitchen, cooking up 
hot meals from donated food.

We all realised, too, we were 
lucky compared to other parts of 
Gippsland, not least East Gippsland 
who has had the quadrella: drought, 
fl ood, bushfi re, pandemic and now 
this.

Suddenly we all became painfully 
aware that you don’t know what 
you’ve got till it’s gone.

Oh for a hot shower, a hot meal and 
a hot coffee.

Bad … worse … worst

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY, CONSULT MAY BE REQUIRED, DEPOSIT REQUIRED
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FULL SKIN ANALYSIS, 
REJUVENATING PEEL , 

SKIN ASSESSMENT AND PLAN 
PLUS 10% OFF PRODUCT 
PURCHASED ON THE DAY

PH: (03) 9555 8401

PHILIP ISLAND 

$99 SPECIAL 

It takes more than a state-wide 
power outage to stop those Little 
Penguins.

Phillip Island Nature Parks’ 
Penguin Parade reopened its 
doors on Friday night, however 
visitor numbers were limited to 
150 due to Covid restrictions.

The Nature Parks has a genera-
tor onsite at the Penguin Parade, 
but fortunately power was re-
stored early on Friday, in time for 
the reopening.

Both Saturday and Sunday 
nights were fully sold out at the 
reduced capacity, with only locals 
and visitors from regional Victo-
ria allowed to attend.

Power was restored on Churchill 
Island Koala Conservation Re-
serve late on Friday, ready to re-
open on Saturday.

Both attractions were open, but 
visitor numbers were low, a Na-
ture Parks spokesperson said.

The lowest fi gure was fi ve visitors 

through the koalas on Saturday, 
and a high of 68 visitors through 
Churchill Island on Sunday.

Storm clean up
The spokesperson said fortu-

nately no Nature Parks buildings 
were damaged in the storm, al-
though there were fallen branch-
es and a lot of debris at the Koala 
Conservation Reserve.

Some trees on Churchill Island 
were also damaged.

The worst damage was at the 
Koala Conservation reserve, with 
a tree branch falling across the 
woodland boardwalk fence.

However, all the reserves’ koalas 
are accounted for and doing fi ne.

Nature Parks staff were hard at 
work on Friday cleaning up, with 
all sites ready to reopen on Satur-
day morning.

Nature Parks also offered assis-
tance to the local SES crews, but it 
was not required.

Damage at the Koala Conservation reserve included fallen branches 
and debris, with branches falling across the woodland boardwalk fence.

Penguins powered on

Cryss at Anerie wine bar in Thompson Avenue Cowes said she would 
have to throw away tarts, quiches and other pastries, which were all in 
the process of being cooked in their oven when the power went out on 
Thursday at 9am. “The chefs came in at 7.30am and started cooking and 
we were half way through the baking when the power went off,” said 
Cryss who opened Anerie fi ve weeks ago. “We were booked out for two 
sittings at under half the number of customers. “I didn’t think it could 
get any worse for our business after lockdown.”

Most businesses along Thompson Avenue last Thursday morning either 
didn’t open – such as the bakery – or opened and then quickly shut when 
the power went out entirely. However the One Stop Discount Shop con-
tinued to trade with no lights.

Fortunately this nature strip gum 
tree in Walton Street didn’t fall onto 
the house. A neighbour quickly ar-
rived with a chainsaw to clean up.

It was bin night on Wednesday in Cowes, but with the storm surge that 
meant streets full of garbage and bins overturned like dominos.
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Just five people showed up for the 
Bass Coast Shire’s first community 
consultation session on the proposed 
aquatic centre in Cowes last week.

But while the numbers were glar-
ingly small – for the eight online 
meetings that were held every half 
hour last Wednesday – the five at-
tendees who did log on passionately 
advocated for a pool in Cowes.

There were four shire staff who at-
tended each session, who speculated 
whether people had lost interest or 
were unsure about technology, but 
they said so far there had been more 
than 200 online survey responses.

Both Covid-19 lockdown and 
the power outage have thrown the 
community consultation sessions 
into disarray, with planned meet-
ings rescheduled twice and the next 
planned for Wednesday, June 23 
9am to 1pm at the Phillip Island Lei-
sure Centre.

“If we’re inundated, we will put 
on extra sessions,” explained shire 
aquatics project manager Jarvis 
Weston.

“What we need is feedback on the 
design. We want to know if the com-
munity likes it.”

Jarvis, who gave a powerpoint pre-
sentation, said they also needed to 
gauge community support for both 
the proposed Cowes aquatic centre 
and the proposed rebuild of Wont-
haggi’s pool.

“The key message we want to get 
across is that we need to be aligned. 
The shire has a two-pool strategy. 
It’s costing a lot of money and we 
need funding from government.

“If government sees disharmony in 
the community they won’t fund it.”

He said it was unusual to get both a 
state and federal election in the same 
year so once the shire collated com-
munity feedback they would begin 
lobbying for government funding in 
the lead up to 2022.

“Next year is a golden opportuni-
ty,” Jarvis said.

Competition pool
South Coast Bus and Taxi manag-

ing director Michael Wright was the 
first attendee at the online meeting 
who asked whether “it was an all or 
nothing approach”.

“Or could Cowes be done and 
Wonthaggi updated later?” Michael 
asked, saying he was a keen swim-
mer but travelling 40 minutes to 
Wonthaggi was not viable for his 
family.

Jarvis responded it was possible 
“one could be done before the other.

“All the advice by government 
though is to put both up together. If 
we do one now and another in the 
future government will say you have 
already had money given.”

Michael asked why the feasibility 
study for both pools recommended a 
25-metre pool, rather than a compe-
tition 50-metre pool.

“I understand the cost of running 
it but what is the thinking there?” he 
asked, adding that school students 
will still have to drive to Korum-
burra’s competition pool.

“When you’re spending this sort of 
money it seems a disappointing out-
come not to have a 50-metre pool.”

Jarvis said under the modelling in 
the feasibility studies, it was not vi-
able to have a competition pool with 
Bass Coast’s 50,000 population.

“It’s coming through from the 
community they would like a 50-me-
tre pool.

“If we get funding they need to be 
financially sustainable. In the past 
facilities in other areas have been 
built and become a financial drain 
and not sustainable.”

Commercial funding?
Attendee Caroline agreed driving 

40 minutes to Wonthaggi was not 
viable for her family and a pool in 
Cowes to teach children to swim was 
“desperately needed”.

She said retirees also needed an 
aquatic centre for hydrotherapy pro-
grams, while a centre would also be 
a drawcard for tourists.

Attendee Tony asked whether the 
shire had a plan for the total 32-hect-
are site on the corner of Phillip Is-
land Road and Ventnor Road, which 
is set to be a recreational hub with 
ovals and sports courts.

Jarvis said shire officers were not 
yet able to access the carnival site, 
with the current owners set to vacate 
at the end of June.

“We would have liked to have done 

the masterplan but it will be done 
soon,” he explained.

Tony asked whether parts of the 
32ha site could be used for commer-
cial shops to fund the recreation hub.

Jarvis said the masterplan’s “pri-
mary purpose” was sport for the 
next 50 years and the shire was 
exploring health and wellbeing op-

tions, including consulting suites for 
allied health.

“You are right, we need to make 
these facilities as economically vi-
able as possible,” Jarvis said.

Tony commented that he was fa-
miliar with a Pakenham aquatic 
centre that had design mistakes and 
he would like to ensure that did not 

occur with Cowes.
Jarvis replied the next stage of 

community consultation would in-
volve feedback on detailed designs.

“At the moment it’s lines on a map. 
It’s a functional layout. This is just 
the first step in a number of phases 
and we want to learn from others’ 
mistakes.”

Wonthaggi Secondary College 
will be renamed Bass Coast Col-
lege.

MP for Bass, Jordan Crugnale an-
nounced the change last week, say-
ing it better reflected the area the 
school serves and comes after public 
consultation on the name change.

Locals were invited to select their 
preferred name for the school ear-
lier this year as part of an Engage 
Victoria survey over three weeks, 
with ‘Bass Coast College’ receiving 
the highest level of community sup-
port.

The school welcomes students 
from a large number of primary 
schools across the Bass Coast Shire, 
with the new name to more accu-
rately reflect the school’s unique 
identity, inspire local pride, and 
make the school easily locatable 
across its three campuses.

“It is an amazing era,” said Bass 
Coast College Principal Darren 
Parker.

“We are very proud to be the gov-
ernment secondary education pro-
vider for the young people of Bass 
Coast. It is an incredible place to live, 
and we are thrilled to have a name 
that represents all in our community.”

The school’s existing sites will be 
known as the Dudley Campus (Year 
7-9) and the Wonthaggi Campus 
(Year 10-12), formerly known as the 
McKenzie Senior Campus, which 
opened in 2020.

A second junior campus, the San 
Remo campus, will open its doors 
in 2022 and will include an admin-
istration building and library, mod-
ern classrooms, separate specialist 
and innovation buildings, a com-
petition-grade gym, football oval, 
outdoor sports court and spaces 

for food technology, music and per-
forming arts.

A fourth campus, the FLOW Cam-
pus, was established in 2020 after 
the upgrading of the former senior 
campus’ gymnasium (Webb’s Shed). 
It plays a particularly important 
role in supporting students whose 
circumstances have meant that at-
tendance at mainstream campuses 
is not straightforward.

Leadership team
The significant change for the 

College extends beyond the name 
of the school and its buildings to in-
clude a change in leadership of the 
campuses.

There have also been three new 
appointees to the school.

Emma Harris has been appointed 
the San Remo Campus Principal 
and will step into the role from Term 
3, 2021, to assist in establishing the 
new campus.

Michael Shone has been appoint-
ed Dudley Campus Principal, and 
he also commences in his new role 

at the start of Term 3, 2021.
Rounding out the new appoint-

ments is Leith Cummins. 
Leith, the current Dudley Campus 

Assistant Principal, has been pro-
moted to Assistant College Princi-
pal (School Improvement) and will 
lead the Teaching and Learning 
improvement initiatives across the 
whole College.

These new appointees join the 
existing leadership team, which 
includes Ross Bramley as the Cam-
pus Principal of the renamed Won-

thaggi Campus and Phil Hughes as 
the Wonthaggi Campus Assistant 
Principal. Ross is the current Dud-
ley Campus Principal, and he also 
commences a new role at the start 
of Term 3, 2021.

Darren Parker continues in his 
position as Bass Coast College Prin-
cipal.

“We have a proud history, and 
these announcements reinforce just 
how exciting our future is too,” Mr 
Parker said.

“It is great to share the fantastic 
developments regarding our leader-
ship positions with our community.

“It is a pleasure to welcome Emma 
and Michael, both of whom come 
with significant leadership experi-
ence and will be great assets to our 
College community.

“Thanks also to Ross, Leith and 
Phil for their continued dedication 
to our young people and staff.

“I would also like to pay special 
tribute to Marg O’Donnell, who has 
been the Senior Campus Principal 
since 2017,” Mr Parker said.

“Marg has been an outstanding 
leader in our College, overseeing 
an era of significant change and 
challenge for the senior programs.

“We are very pleased to support 
her in returning to be the excellent 
classroom teacher we know she is. 
She remains an outstanding role 
model in our College.”

Bass Coast College caters for 
about 1500 students, providing fam-
ilies from the Waterline, Bass Hills 
through to Phillip Island and across 
to Inverloch with more accessible 
public education options.

The name change will come into 
effect in the coming months follow-
ing a formal gazettal process.

Wonthaggi Secondary College will be renamed Bass Coast College, to accurately reflect the schools identity 
and its three campuses. The new San Remo junior campus is due to open in 2022, joining the Year 7-9 Dudley 
Campus and McKenzie Senior Campus in Wonthaggi.

Bass Coast College – official new name

Aquatic community consultation underwhelming

Study
The feasibility study propos-

es Phillip Island should have a 
25-metre x eight lane pool, learn-
to-swim combined hydrotherapy 
area, 24-hour gym, and two indoor 
sports courts, at a cost of $52 mil-
lion.

The study recommends a $41 
million new pool for Wonthaggi – 
with the current pool built in 1975 
– including 25-metre x 10 lanes, a 

larger gym, new spa and sauna.
Phillip Island Aquatic Centre 

Fund secretary Peter McMahon 
said while they supported the 
shire in seeking joint funding, if 
a decision had to be made on one 
pool, it should be Cowes.

He said Cowes needed a dedi-
cated pool for hydrotherapy and 
another for learn-to-swim.

“They tried combining facilities 
at Wonthaggi and it failed.”

The study states the option of 

constructing a 50-metre pool “has 
been analysed but found to not 
be sustainable”, based on popula-
tion size and on the extra $8 mil-
lion such a pool would require to 
construct, as well as the annual 
$250,000 operation costs.

It adds a 50-metre pool could be 
constructed in the future.

The survey can be found at www.
basscoast.vic.gov.au/services/
projects/aquatics or call 5671 2211 
or aquatics@basscoast.vic.gov.au

“What we need is feedback on the design. We want to know if the community likes it,” said shire aquatics 
project manager, Jarvis Weston.
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Everyone Every workplace

The sooner you get in touch after an injury, the better the return to work journey.

If you’re recovering from a psychological or physical workplace injury, or if you are an employer supporting an 
injured worker, make contact as soon as possible. It just takes a few simple words to make a big diff erence.

The sooner, the better. 
worksafe.vic.gov.au/thesoonerthebetter

Eliza (work) – 1st Feb

How are you?

Sent – 15th Feb

Getting there.
Sent – 23rd Feb

Glad I’m back!

Eliza (work) – 20th Feb

See you soon.

Community groups remain con-
cerned about a  lack of details for 
the proposed Cultural Centre.

Originally due before Christmas 
2020, final designs are still not pub-
licly available. 

Without the finished design, the 
tender process to appoint a builder 
for the project cannot go ahead and 
a budget cannot be finalised.

Construction of the new facility 
was supposed to start in May.

Some fear building material 
shortages and Covid restrictions 
will have an impact on the building.

Bass Coast Shire Council CEO 
Ali Wastie has reassured the com-
munity the project is still on track.

“The Cowes Cultural and Com-
munity Centre Project Budget re-
mains at $19 million.

“We are closely monitoring the 
situation around the availability of 
construction materials as it has the 
potential for wide impacts on any 
building project. The configuration 
and footprint of the building has 
changed slightly, however the func-
tionality remains the same, includ-
ing the 250-seat theatre.

“Updated designs are being post-
ed to our website this week.”

Community members approached 
the Advertiser with concerns about 
the tender process for the building, 
claiming local builders had been 
locked out of applying for the lucra-
tive contract.

One claimed the Expression Of In-
terest  (EOI) process, which has de-
livered a shortlist of four builders, 
was by invite only, with major local 
companies not invited to partake.

Ms Wastie did not specifically ad-
dress whether the EOI process was 
by invitation only.

She said the “standard tender 
evaluation process” was publicly 
available on council’s website.

“The Public Tender Process saw 
11 construction companies make 
submissions.

“While the four shortlisted build-

ers are not based in Bass Coast, they 
demonstrated the capability and ca-
pacity to deliver a $19 million con-
struction program – the largest proj-
ect in our history. We also considered 
their experience of working with ar-
chitects on the construction design.”

The council did not confirm if 
local builders were among the 11 
companies that made a submission.

Fee concerns
User groups are also eager to find 

out the proposed fee structure for 
the new facility.

Bass Coast Shire Council has said 
the new fee structure is yet to be de-
termined, but smaller community 
groups have voiced concerns that a 
fee structure like the one in place at 
the Wonthaggi Union Theatre could 
put the facility out of reach for many.

Most of the groups contacted by 
the Advertiser were not prepared to 

speak on the record, with one say-
ing it feared being “blacklisted by 
council” if it spoke out.

While the fee scale for the Wont-
haggi Union Theatre offers a lower 
rate for community groups, the con-
cern for some is the additional fees 
on ticket and merchandising sales.

Based on the Wonthaggi fee 
schedule, a community group hir-
ing the new 250-seat theatre in 
Cowes could be charged $800, but 
then face an additional $500 fee 
based on ticket sales.

“A $2 fee on a $20 ticket is a 10 per 
cent commission,” one group said, 
which they believe would make it 
unviable for them.

They claim the Wonthaggi The-
atre Group only runs one show per 
year at the Wonthaggi Union The-
atre, because the costs are too high.

“They run shows at the State Coal 
Mine because they can’t afford to do 

them at the Union Theatre.”
Several groups told the Advertiser 

they’d been assured by Council the 
fee structure had not been decided 
and it would seek input from groups 
on the subject.

Another said “expensive or not” an 
Arts Centre was needed on the island.

“The Arts is so under-regarded 
here and I hope it will create a hub 
of sorts.”

Sandra Peeters, President of the 
Phillip Island Contemporary Ex-
hibition Spaces (PICES) said she 
hoped the issue could be resolved 
positively “for the performing arts 
and other groups who are affected”.

“We all want the Cultural Centre 
to be accessible and responsive to 
our community needs.”

Ms Wastie said an operational 
review was still underway and it is 
“considering competitive fee struc-
tures compared to other similar fa-

cilities in the area, hire fees, ticket-
ing and merchandise commissions”.

Timeline
Demolition of the old Cultural Cen-

tre began in August last year, and the 
site has now been sitting empty for 
ten months, leaving the community 
without a much needed hall and mu-
nicipal facilities. 

Local community groups ex-
pressed concern about the timing of 
the demolition of a perfectly func-
tional building, prior it to it being 
pulled down, given the economic 
uncertainty due to the Coronavirus.

Phillip Island Voice said it had 
serious reservations about demol-
ishing a building still being used by 
the community, particularly in the 
absence of finalised designs.

At the time, CEO Ali Wastie said 
the demolition was “prudent to en-
sure the construction site is clean 
and any potential latent conditions 
have been removed”.

“This will enable a far swifter con-
struction process,” she said.

Concern over “latent conditions” 
proved to be unfounded, as predicted 
by those concerned with the undue 
haste in pulling it down, on the basis 
the site had been occupied by a prima-
ry school before the council acquired 
it, and asbestos would not have been 
disposed of on the school grounds.

However, last year Council offi-
cers told the Advertiser the concern 
was not that asbestos might have 
been dumped on the grounds (as 
had occurred at other sites in Cow-
es) but because traces of asbestos 
were detected in the old building’s 
foundations.

Last month, a council spokesper-
son said the new Cultural Centre 
was still on track to be open by De-
cember 2022.

The latest information on the 
Cultural Centre project is available 
at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/ser-
vices/projects/cowes-cultural-and-
community-centre-project

Community groups are calling for the release of final designs, budget and details of the proposed fee structure 
for the new Cowes Cultural Centre. Construction of the new facility was originally due to start in May 2021.

Community concerns about new centre
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Community Bank • CowesCommunity Bank • CowesCommunity Bank • Cowes

When you choose to bank with Bendigo Bank, good things happen in 
your community. And we wouldn't be here without the fantastic 
support of our community!

Find out more. Call 5952 3383 (Cowes), 5678 5833 (San Remo), 
5678 8773 (Grantville) or search Bendigo Bank San Remo, 
Cowes or Grantville.

We're open and we're here for you,
Monday to Friday, 9.30 to 5.

Supporting your community
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The state government’s Cir-
cuit Breaker Business Support 
Package aims to assist small 
to medium businesses and sole 
traders, impacted by the Co-
vid restrictions announced on 
May 27.

The package supports busi-
nesses unable to operate be-
cause of the lockdown and in-
cludes targeted support for the 
events industry.

With safety nets such as Job-
Keeper no longer available, 
this package provides vital 
support to businesses.

The package includes:
• a $190.01 million second 

round of the Business Costs 
Assistance Program

• a $40.7 million new round 
of the Licensed Hospitality 
Venue Fund

• $20 million in targeted sup-
port for the events industry.

The Business Costs Assis-
tance Program Round Two 
grants for eligible businesses 
is now open.

The program provides 
grants for eligible employing 
and non-employing business-
es in sectors most impacted. 
This includes businesses that 
have incurred direct costs as 
a result of the current restric-
tions and the business that 
cannot predominantly work 

remotely.
The program will remain 

open until 11:59pm on Thurs-
day, June 24.

Regional businesses unable 
to open due to the ongoing re-
strictions, such as nightclubs 
and amusement parks, will 
also be eligible for the extend-
ed payment.

Applications are also open 
for the Licensed Hospitality 
Venue Fund.

For more details visit busi-
ness.vic.gov.au/grants-and-
programs/circuit-breaker-
business-support-package

Individuals may also be eli-
gible for assistance through 
the Federal governments 

COVID-19 Disaster Pay-
ment, which can be accessed 
through myGov.

Or they may be eligible for 
other payments instead such 
as:

• Pandemic Leave Disaster 
Payment, if you’ve been told to 
isolate or quarantine or have 
to care for someone with CO-
VID-19

• Crisis Payment, a one-off 
payment if you’ve experienced 
an extreme circumstance and 
are in severe fi nancial hard-
ship

• payments for job seekers, if 
you’re looking for work or un-
able to do your usual work or 
study.

If you have household insurance, it is 
worth checking your policy to see if you’re 
covered for food spoilage from last week’s 
power outage.

Some insurance policies may help reim-
burse you for the cost of the spoiled food if 
it’s the result of a covered risk, such as a state-
wide power outage, or if a tree fell on your 
home’s roof and severed your power line.

It’s worth reading the fi ne print though, 
as some policies may cover food that spoils 
if the power outage affects only your resi-
dence, while other providers may offer cov-
erage if the entire neighbourhood is without 
power.

Generally, you’ll fi nd loss or damage 
caused by a power outage is included under 
the contents insurance part of your policy 
and covers you for situations like:

• Your freezer accidentally breaking down
• The public electricity supply failing be-

cause of an accident
• Insured events such as lightning, storm 

or water damage
• Electrical motor damage (in some cases 

and so long as it was caused by an insured 
event like lightning)

If you do end up making a food spoilage 
insurance claim, take pictures of the food 
if you can. If your claim includes expensive 
food items like a whole side of beef, your in-
surance company may also require you to 
submit receipts.

Keep in mind that coverage limits may also 
apply. So for instance, even if you have $700 
worth of spoiled food, your policy may only 
cover up to $500, plus you also usually have 
to pay a deductible before receiving reim-
bursement.

More information on food spoilage insur-
ance available at www.fi nder.com.au/power-
outage-food-spoilage-insurance

It’s worth checking your household insurance to see if you’re covered for food spoilage from 
last week’s power outage. Photo: Jesse K, Unsplash.

What can you claim?

Financial support due to restrictions
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Coastal View Financial Ser-
vices is a local accounting and 
financial services practice on 
Phillip Island which has been 
operating for over 25 years.

They offer a broad range of 
taxation, accounting, book-
keeping, business management, 
cloud integration, financial 
planning and mortgage broking 
services aimed at helping clients 
to succeed in both personal and 
business goals.

Coastal View strives to assist 
clients to achieve their goals in 
business and in life by helping to 
build a better business and work 
life balance.

Simon Manning, founder of 
the business, has been a CPA 
member for 30 years and is a 
specialist Self-Managed Super 
Fund advisor with the Self-Man-
aged Super Fund Association.

The practice has a specialised 
area set up to deal with advis-
ing, accounting and auditing 
of Self-Managed Superannua-
tion Funds. As an expert who 
specialises in this area, Simon 
works with 10 other practices 
advising and auditing funds.

Simon and his dedicated team 
headed by Jodie Ross, Direc-
tor of Accounting and Book-
keeping, Max Mattock, Lauren 
Wright and Mirade Clarke and 
other Associates, have the ca-

pacity to offer a wide variety of 
services to clients and are a vir-
tual one-stop shop for all your 
business and financial needs.

Coastal View is partnered with 
the Best Practice Group who are 
specialised Business Develop-

ment Advisors and Business 
Coaches, Fitzpatrick’s Private 
Wealth who offer a broad range 
of financial planning advice and 
a dedicated Mortgage Broker in 
Penny Spiers to help smooth out 
the borrowing or refinancing 

process.
Drop a line and reach out to 

Simon Manning and his team at 
Coastal View on any financial 
question you may have.

www.coastalview.com.au
/ Sponsored Article /

Power outages do not usually attract com-
pensation, but there are some circumstanc-
es where you might be eligible.

You may be entitled to a Guaranteed Ser-
vice Level (GSL) payment if the electricity 
distributor (AusNet) doesn’t meet service 
stands for supply restoration.

Compensation is usually paid per financial 
year and ranges from $130 (for more than 18 
hours of unplanned sustained interruptions) 
to $380 for more than 60 hours.

A payment of $90 is also available for more 
than 12 hours without power (unplanned) on 
a “major event day” – an industry term for 
events such as extreme weather or storms.

Compensation is available for “low reli-
ability” if you experience more than eight 
unplanned supply outages in a year.

Businesses will need to show they took 
reasonable precautions to minimise loss or 
damage from power surges and other qual-
ity issues.

However, compensation won’t be paid for 
loss or damage that isn’t directly related to 
the power surge – such as loss of profits or 
food loss, if the fridge itself wasn’t damaged.

Full details of what can be claimed, and 
how to make a claim are available from aus-
tnetservices.com.au.

Possible  
compensation  
for outage

Simon Manning and his team at Coastal View Financial Services have been offering expert, profes-
sional financial advice to the local community for over 25 years.

Helping you achieve your business goals
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Despite being issued with a notice 
from Council last year to clear the 
overgrown grass and rubbish, the 
site of a proposed high-rise develop-
ment in the main street of San Remo 
is again in disarray.

From Marine Parade, the site is 
neatly boarded up, but from the busy 
carpark at the rear there’s an unob-
structed view of overgrown grass 
and rubbish strewn across the area.

The temporary fence is unstable 
and black sheeting used to cover the 
fences has blown off.

Late last year, San Remo residents 
said they approached the developer 
and council about the state of the 
block, describing it as an “eyesore”.

At the time, council confirmed it had 
issued a notice to clean up the prop-
erty and said it would follow up to en-
sure the area was securely fenced.

Last week, Bass Coast Shire CEO 
Ali Wastie told the Advertiser that 
council officers had been in contact 
with the landowner.

“We investigated dangerous and 
unsightly land relating to this prop-
erty in December 2020 and January 
2021 that involved contact with the 
landowners,” Ms Wastie said.

“Appropriate enforcement action 
was taken, and these concerns were 
sufficiently addressed. Our officers 
will re-visit the site to reinspect its 
current condition.”

Development
Plans for the $6 million develop-

ment on the site went to VCAT in 
2020, after Bass Coast Shire council-
lors rejected amended plans in De-
cember 2019.

Councillors originally refused the 
development proposal for the 1486m2 

site because it sought a reduction in 
parking from the statutory require-
ment of 46 spaces, down to 36 – in-

cluding 20 spaces to be mechanical 
car stackers – stating this would put 
parking pressure on the whole town.

But in January 2020, VCAT ruled 
that a permit should be given to the de-
velopment, with a list of 30 conditions.

The approved plans were for a 
22-apartment complex with four re-
tail shops at four-storeys high, above 
San Remo’s three-storey height limit.

Since then, the developer has 
lodged a planning permit amend-
ment seeking approval to add a fifth 
storey, 151m2 “penthouse” comprised 
of a living room and deck area on the 
roof of the building, as well as a base-
ment for storage and car stacker pits.

Nine objections have been lodged 
to the amended proposal.

One objector described the amend-
ment as “a blight on the aesthetics of 
the foreshore”.

Another objection stated it was 
“bad enough that VCAT gave the de-
veloper the go ahead to build a four-
storey monolith on the site”, against 
the decision of council.

“To seek to take it to yet another lev-
el is both impudent and outrageous,” 
wrote the objector.

Others were concerned with the 
impact of the development on the lo-
cal area, saying photos with the plan-
ning amendment were “not a true 
representation of the actual impact 
the building will have on the neigh-
bourhood”.

“The development will be highly 
visible. It will be seen from all points 
of the compass.

“It will have a significant impact on 
the vista, dominate the skyline and is 
completely out of character for San 
Remo.”

The development is on land that 
once housed a petrol station and Pier 
8 Clothing, between IGA supermar-
ket and Bergin Grove.

San Remo site again under fire

The redevelopment of the Cowes 
Cultural and Community Centre 
has presented the perfect opportu-
nity for local artists to exhibit their 
works on a grand scale, albeit a lot 
later than initially announced.

Last year Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil commissioned five Phillip Island-
based artists to create murals on 
plywood boards that respond to the 
theme ‘My Island Home” to brighten 
up the vacant and fenced Cultural 
Centre site over the January summer 
holiday period.

As construction work commences 
at the site, these sectional art pieces 
will be assembled at a variety of 
locations and will showcase the ex-
traordinary artistic talent present in 

and around Cowes.
The artists involved in the proj-

ect are Marian Quigley, Steve Ulala 
Parker, Lynda Horsborough, Darren 
Henderson and Graham Gilbert.

Marian’s mural is based on a local 
artist’s experience of her lived envi-
ronment.

“The image is of a view of Cowes-
West beach – seen during my regu-
lar morning walks. The sea is a con-
stant source of inspiration for my 
work and painting forms a central 
part of my life,” Marian said.

Boon Wurrung Yorta Yorta Erub de-
scendant, Steve is known to many in 
the district for his youth work, tradi-
tional performances and advocacy for, 
and promotion of, Indigenous culture.

Titled ‘Woolamai Warreeny Galen 
Barreen’, his mural is the wareeny 
(ocean water) and tidal movements 
that run in and out of Murranbiik 
(Western Port) and around Millowl 
(Phillip Island), with a view of Cape 
Woolamai to Pyramid Rock and the 
setting sun.

“Many of my works depict the 
Boon Wurrung connection to this 
land, Millowl that we live on in Tul-
lagum Birranga-ha (Bass Coast 
country),” Steve said.

Lynda’s mural pays homage to the 
magnificent mammals of the sea and 
the dark mysteries of the ancient Island.

“The craggy rocks that emerge 
from the depths of the sea, like strate-
gically poised sculptures, entice us to 

gaze at the horizons with awe. Then 
by chance we see the wild beasts of 
the sea poke their heads above water. 
They are looking back at us mere hu-
mans with inquisitiveness and know-
ing wisdom,” Lynda said.

Darren bought his house in Cape 
Woolamai as a youngster 17 years 
ago.

“I rented it out for a while but I missed 
it like a limb. The ocean, surf and bird 
life of the entire beach is a massive in-
spiration to me,” Darren said.

“So my mural is an ode to Woola-
mai and Phillip Island, its clear, clean 
ocean and the wildlife that inhabits it.”

Raised on Wiradjuri land in the 
town of Condobolin, Graham’s 
paintings feature a broad range of 

native Australian animals and re-
flect the connection of animals to 
their landscapes and often reference 
the hunter and gatherer lifestyle 
lived by his ancestors.

“My design concept is based on the 
idea of Phillip Island being a meet-
ing place for my people. In the sea, 
beyond the shoreline, are the many 
creatures that hunter-gatherers 
brought home for their tribe,” Gra-
ham said.

The art works were originally 
mooted by council in November 
2020 to brighten up the vacant and 
fenced site over the summer holiday 
period.

They were initially expected to be 
installed in early January.

Anglers who catch fish for dinner 
around Phillip Island may be eating 
toxic chemicals that are being inves-
tigated for potential links to deaths 
in seal pups.

The PFAS chemicals – (Per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances) known 
as “forever chemicals” because 
they don’t fully degrade in the en-
vironment – are used in firefighting 
foams, industry and commonly-used 
house products, and are linked to a 
host of health effects including can-
cer in firefighters.

A new study, published in Science 
of the Total Environment, for the 
first time has examined PFAS chem-
icals in seals at several sites across 
Australia, including Seal Rocks’ 
Australian fur seal colony.

The study showed dead pups in the 
colony had high levels of PFAS chem-
icals, linked to eating varied species 
throughout the marine food chain.

The study concludes there is 
evidence to show accumulation of 
these chemicals in marine species 
in the Southern Ocean had implica-
tions not only for the ecosystem but 
“wildlife and human health”.

“In Australia there is increasing 
concern about potential human 
health impacts from environmental 
PFAS contamination, which have 
been identified across the country 
from fire training grounds, oil and 
gas industries, defence bases, air-
ports and chemical manufacturers,” 
the study paper states.

Research has not been carried out 
to indicate a specific source of PFAS 
chemicals, but the paper did point to 
Western Port Bay’s navy base.

“The proximity of Seal Rocks (32 
nautical miles) to Melbourne, as 
well as its proximity to a defence 
base (HMAS Cerberus) could be im-
portant factors in the bioaccumula-
tion of PFAS in pups and juveniles,” 
states the paper, also pointing to 
the Esso Longford gas explosion 
in 1998 in East Gippsland, where 
PFAS chemicals were used.

“The defence base in this area 
(Western Port) has previously been 
implicated in the possible discharge 
of contaminated ground water to 
the marine environment, resulting 
in a potential direct source of PFAS 
contamination.”

Deaths
Phillip Island Nature Parks marine 

scientist Rebecca McIntosh worked 
with study lead author Dr Rachael 
Gray, from the Sydney School of 

Veterinary Science, carrying out site 
samples on Seal Rocks, as well as 
three other sites around Portland, 
Cape Bridgewater and Mallacoota, 
with this new paper focusing on sea 
lions off South Australia and Seal 
Rocks.

Phillip Island’s seals were studied 
between 2017 and 2020 with results 
showing PFAS chemicals were in 
“similar magnitude” to marine ani-
mals in the northern hemisphere.

While all seals studied had several 
chemicals found, compared to sea li-
ons off South Australia, Seal Rocks’ 
fur seals had eight more chemicals 
in their liver samples.

“The northern hemisphere has a 
longer industrial history so we were 
surprised by the high levels in seals 
here,” Rebecca said.

She said since 2007 there had 
been a 4.2 per cent decline in seal 
pups on Seal Rocks, likely due to a 
number of factors including possi-
bly the chemicals.

In December last year there were 
633 pup deaths counted, which is 
double the number of the previous 
four years.

“PFAS are legacy chemicals so 
once they enter the food chain they 
stay there from the smallest ma-
rine snail, which is then eaten by a 
leather jacket, which is then eaten by 

a seal mother, who store it and the 
chemicals accumulate in their body 
and they give it to their pups through 
the placenta and milk.”

Rebecca said more research was 
needed to fully understand the im-
pacts of the chemicals on seal health, 
and the health of humans, with the 
study ongoing.

In April this year, PFAS firefight-
ing foam was banned for use in 
NSW except in catastrophic circum-
stances or where there are special 
circumstances.

“We would like to see PFAS fire-
fighting foams banned in Victoria – 
following the recent decision made 
in NSW,” Rebecca said.

“We know PFAS chemicals are 
harmful and we have detected them 
in the Australian fur seal pups at 
Seal Rocks, demonstrating that 
these chemicals are present in the 
Bass Strait ecosystem.”

A spokesperson for the Phillip Is-
land CFA said the CFA ceased using 
and withdrew from service AFFF 
foams containing PFOS and PFOA 
in 2007, and further ceased using 
and withdrew a replacement foam 
that contained some PFAS in 2016.

They added the CFA “took seri-
ously the risk of PFAS and other 
chemicals which pose potential risks 
to firefighters and the community”.

Cultural Centre site gets artistic make-over

Phillip Island Nature Parks research scientist Rebecca McIntosh said 
while the paper did not indicate a specific source of PFAS chemicals, it 
did point to Western Port Bay’s navy base.

Island anglers risking toxic fish?

Bass Coast Shire Council commissioned five Phillip Island-based artists to create murals on plywood boards that respond to the theme ‘My Island Home’ for erection back in January.

From the busy carpark at the rear of the proposed development, there’s an 
unobstructed view of overgrown grass and rubbish strewn across the site.



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  T H U R S D A Y,  J U N E  1 7 ,  2 0 2 1 1 1

Did you know Market Appraisals are FREE?
With sales Australia-wide at record setting levels not seen since 2003, if

you have been thinking of selling, now just might be the right time...

CALL US TODAY

Hastings 03 5979 4177
69 High St, Hastings, Vic 3915

Phillip Island 03 5922 9300
45 Thompson Ave,Cowes, Vic 3922

Koo Wee Rup 03 5997 1899
48A Station St, Koo Wee Rup, Vic 3981

No Cost, No Obligation, No Pressure

Residential | Commercial | Rentals | Holiday
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FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED
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www.phillipislandfn.com.au     OPEN 7 DAYS     60 Thompson Ave, Cowes     5952 3922

VIEWS FOREVER?? ROOM TO MOVE
For sale  
$1,200,000 - $1,320,000
158 The Esplanade,  
Surf Beach
Extremely rare and sought after 
views and beach access that 
can only be achieved from this 
location. A very large and level 
block of land awaits with easy 
dual street front access. The 
original home could be renovated 
or make way for the dream home. 
I can imagine someone leaving 
Melbourne from their office on a 
Friday afternoon and arriving in 
the dark to hear the surf crashing, 
settle in by the fire and relax. 
Open the curtains in the morning 
and decide what your plan of 
attack is. Walk or Surf? Just enjoy 
what this location brings to your 
family and friends.

For sale $890,000
3 Rosella Grove, Cowes
This home is perfect for a large 
family wanting plenty of room to 
move. Complete with 4 bedrooms, 
ensuite & WIR to Main. The open 
plan living makes life a breeze 
and is ideal entertaining with the 
large alfresco area off the kitchen 
complete with built in BBQ. With 
an endless lists of features such as 
6 star energy rating, double glazed 
windows, raised ceilings, ducted 
heating, outdoor shower, double 
garage and low maintenance yard 
with landscaped gardens.
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d
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With five acres of space and 
privacy, this is the first time the 
property has been offered in 
more than 30 years.

Ventnor Park is what every-
one dreams of owning one day. 
This original farm homestead 
was cut off onto five acres many 
years ago. Established trees and 
gardens and a beautifully shel-
tered north facing location adds 
to this property’s appeal. The 
home features two living areas 
with an open plan kitchen and 
family room, big north facing 

windows overlook the inground 
pool and open pasture. There 
are four large bedrooms all with 
built in robes and a renovated 
bathroom.

Sheltered entries at front rear 
and side. The property has a ful-
ly self-contained unit which reg-
ularly rents out through Airbnb, 
this renovated unit has elevated 
our vendors to super host with 
its new bathroom and private 
location.

The property has excellent 
shedding and stables with a 

pony paddock just waiting for 
you. Located on Ventnor Road 
on the way to the famous Pen-
guin Parade, this property will 
offer you so many options in the 
future.

Inspection by appointment 
only.

Contact: Alex Scott and Staff in Cowes, 
5952 2633
Address: 640 Ventnor Rd, Ventnor
Auction: Saturday, June 19,  
2pm on site, if not sold prior
Terms: 10 per cent deposit.  
Settlement 60 days

Your new life starts here
Located on Ventnor Road on the way to the famous Penguin 
Parade, this five-acre property will offer you so many op-
tions in the future.

Set on five acres, established trees and gardens and a 
beautifully sheltered north facing location adds to this 
property’s appeal.

The home features two living areas with an open plan 
kitchen and family room, overlooking the inground pool.

This is the first time this five-acre property has been on the market in more 
than 30 years.
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52-54 Thompson Avenue    
obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes
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33 Seacrest Drive, Cowes

 4 2 2
Bright & Airy family home
$720,000 Kristina Walters 0498 054 559

4 Shelly Court, Cowes

 4 3 3
Perfectly presented
$1,395,000-$1,465,000 Josh Dunstan 0407 558 933

9 Mountainview Avenue, Ventnor

 4 1 2
Location & Potential
$720,000 Michael Wilkinson 0439 783 294

230-232 Church Street, Cowes

 8 8 7
Glen Isla House
$1,850,000 Josh Dunstan 0407 558 933

6/20 Church Street, Cowes 

 3 1 1 
Great Investment 
$500,000 Jenni Kent 0428 566 643

15 Boonderabbi Way, Cowes

 3 2
Central Location
$790,000-$810,000 Jaime Morris 0408 367 310

32-34 Walton Street, Rhyll

 4 4 4
Luxury lifestyle
$1,950,000 Josh Dunstan 0407 558 933

6 Bay Court, Cowes

 4 2 2
EOI closing 21st June 2021
$840,000-$860,000 Jaime Morris 0408 367 310

11/7 Beach Street, Cowes

 3 2 2
By Private Appointment
$749,000 Greg Davis 0488 279 740
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This is a unique opportunity to se-
cure a sensational foreshore prop-
erty in an enviable position.

Located on the stunning Cowes 
East/Silverleaves beach this highly 
sought after one acre seaside oasis 
boasts its own  private beach ac-
cess (on title) to the renowned ‘Lov-
ers Walk’, and Phillip Island’s best 
north facing beach.

The family home is perfectly po-
sitioned to take full advantage of 
the northerly aspect and tranquil 
beach setting both outdoors, and 
indoors with abundant natural light 
through the floor to ceiling win-
dows. Two impressive decks flow-
ing into the spacious and private 
living zones, are the ideal place to 

take in the sounds of the ocean and 
birdlife that frequent the extensive 
lawn grounds and surrounding na-
tive garden.

The ground level features three 
spacious living zones with beauti-
ful stringy bark timber flooring 
anchored by a modern kitchen com-
plete with five burner gas cooktop, 
electric oven, dishwasher, Miele 
built in coffee machine, microwave 
and stone island bench with double 
sinks.

Enjoy the ambience of the sunny 
living area featuring a large open 
fire place, perfect for those wintery 
nights. There is a generous billiard 
table area and dining space that ex-
tends to the spacious decking with 

a luxurious eight-person spa and 
indoor/outdoor speakers. A third, 
separate living/rumpus room with 
built in surround sound speakers 
provides access to the master bed-
room with walk in robe, ensuite 
with bath and separate shower and 
a North facing garden outlook. The 
second bedroom is serviced by a 
convenient powder room but also 
has access to the ensuite, and a 
large laundry has external access 
to a fenced off services area.

From the timber staircase upstairs 
you will find a fourth inviting living 
space with vaulted ceilings and bar 
area with access onto a north facing 
balcony. A further two bedrooms, 
both with built in robes and central 

bathroom with shower completes 
the contemporary coastal living 
that caters to large families.

Additional features of the immac-
ulate home include: ducted central 
heating throughout, a double car-
port with workshop/storage area, 
ducted vacuum, security alarm 
system and beautifully maintained 
gardens that are fully fenced to keep 
small children and animals safe.

This impressive property current-
ly runs as a luxury holiday vacation 
home achieving over $100,000 annu-
ally in regular bookings, with future 
bookings already in place. Take ad-
vantage of this established business 
or just enjoy the property as your 
own private family residence.

Perfectly positioned in a tightly 
held prestige location, walking 
distance to the Cowes village, Phil-
lip Island Golf Club and all Island 
attractions, you will never want to 
leave.
Contact: Josh Dunstan, O’Brien Real 
Estate Cowes, 0407 558 933.
Address: 2A Hereward Close, Cowes
Auction: on site, June 26, 2021 at 
11.30am (if not sold prior).
Terms: 10 per cent deposit. Settlement 
90 days.
Inspections: by appointment only. Open 
for inspection 1pm - 1.30pm, Saturday, 
June 19 and Sunday, June 20. Due to cur-
rent restrictions, no entry will be permit-
ted without prior appointment. Contact 
Josh Dunstan on 0407 558 933

Beachfront garden sanctuary
This home is perfectly positioned to take full advantage of 
the northerly aspect and tranquil beach setting both out-
doors, and indoors with abundant natural light through the 
floor to ceiling windows.

Located on the stunning Cowes East/Silverleaves beach, 
this is a unique opportunity to secure a sensational fore-
shore property in an enviable position.

There is a generous billiard table area and dining space that 
extends to the spacious decking with a luxurious eight-
person spa and indoor/outdoor speakers.
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96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
phone: 03 5671 2470

Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

Wonthaggi
Arts Centre
26 June - 4 August

LIVE EVENTS

CINEMA

• You can purchase tickets at our Box 
o
ce or online

• Please view our COVID Safe guidelines 
on our website

wonthaggiartscentre.com

A Taste of
Ireland

June/July 
School 

Holidays

Wednesday, 
4 August - 7:30pm

Due to COVID-19 travel 
restrictions in Victoria, this 

performance has been 
postponed from Sunday 
20 June to  Wednesday 4 

August, 2021.

Phillip Island Club

Phillip Island Bowling Club
40 Dunsmore Road Cowes

12.00 noon Sunday June 20
$20.00 per head 

includes 2 course meal &
special effort tickets

 

Lynne 0432 945 204
lynne4club@outlook.com
Nance 0407 855 887
ngooderham@hotmail.com

 

Winter Fundraising 
Luncheon

Tickets:Tickets:

Drinks at Bar Prices
Guest Speaker
Special Effort Prize
All proceeds support PI World Vision Club projects overseas and within Australia.

Phillip Island Club

Phillip Island Bowling Club
40 Dunsmore Road Cowes

12.00 noon Sunday June 20
$20.00 per head 

includes 2 course meal &
special effort tickets

 

Lynne 0432 945 204
lynne4club@outlook.com
Nance 0407 855 887
ngooderham@hotmail.com

 

Winter Fundraising 
Luncheon

Tickets:Tickets:

Drinks at Bar Prices
Guest Speaker
Special Effort Prize
All proceeds support PI World Vision Club projects overseas and within Australia.

Drinks at Bar Prizes  |  Special Effort Prize

Guest speaker: Tony Rinaudo, 
winner of international awards  
for his environmental work in 
Africa,  is famously known for 
helping to transform millions of 
hectares of dry and barren land  
in many African countries. 
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THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news

The flags are flying across San 
Remo, Rhyll and Cowes to mark 
Island Whale Month.

Running from June 11 to July 
11, Whale Month is an extension 
of the popular Island Whale Fes-
tival and to get into the spirit, 200 
whale tails, cut out by the Phillip 
Island Men’s shed members, have 
been distributed to local busi-
nesses.

The whale tails are appearing 
in retail and restaurant windows 
as a talking point for locals and 
visitors to acknowledge these 
special visitors in our southern 
Island waters.

The first whale watching cruis-
es commenced on Sunday, and 
there have already been numer-
ous whale sightings reported by 
locals from land, on the water 
and even by Phillip Island heli-
copter guests.

While the organising committee 
hoped to deliver a big festival this 
year, due to Covid regulations the 
festival and events will be smaller 
scale to manage numbers.

Discover many of the events 
planned on islandwhales.com.au 
where bookings are now open 

for a range of talks, presentations 
and events.

If you are a retail outlet who 
would like to decorate and fea-
ture a whale tail in your window, 
please call 0466 620 856.

After a fabulous opening on 
May 25, the Phillip Island Mov-
ie Club is sad to announce that 
there will be no June film be-
cause of the Covid restrictions 
relating to the cinema at The 

Penguin Parade. The Nature 
Parks are still closed.

The club is hoping to be back 
on Sunday, July 25 when it will, 
hopefully, show the June film, 
Woman at War.

Movie Club June screening cancelled

We’re having a 
Whale of a time!

Covid restrictions permitting, 
Singularity choir returns to St 
John’s, Cowes at 2pm on June 20 
with a concert version of “The 
Mikado”, a Gilbert and Sullivan 
classic.

Between the merry, mirth-
ful, musical numbers, a narrator 
guides the audience through the 
plot, which has at its core a love 
story between wandering min-
strel Nanki-Poo and school girl 
Yum-Yum.

Unfortunately The Mikado, the 
emperor, has decreed flirting to 
be a capital crime, which makes 
any love story rather difficult to 
begin, let alone complete. In re-
sponse, the gentlemen of Titipu, 
the town in which the action 
takes place, appoint Ko-Ko, who 

is already condemned for flirting, 
as the Lord High Executioner. 
Brilliant! No executions can be 
carried out until he first cuts off 
his own head.

Of course the plot thickens 
considerably before it eventually 
resolves as Singularity, in lav-
ish attire, enthusiastically weave 
the threads together with vibrant 
voices and ridiculous drama.

Tickets are $15 for adults, and 
$5 for children under 14. For en-
quiries, contact Lyn Francis on 
5952 2723.

Proceeds from the concert go to 
Rubaga Youth Development As-
sociation, Uganda.

“The Mikado” – Sunday, June 20, 
2pm, St. John’s Uniting Church, 
Chapel Street, Cowes.

The Singularity Choir, including Yum Yum (Ellen Maple), Pitti Sing 
(Cynthia Van Der Hulst) and Peep Bo (Elanor Franklin) perform “The 
Mikado” at St John’s in Cowes at 2pm on June 20. Photo by Robin Halls.

A Japanese emperor in Cowes

Cowes Newsagency gets into the spirit of Island Whale Month.

The team from Phillip Island 
Murals have been busy in recent 
weeks.

Thanks to their hard work, 
there are now mermaids frolick-
ing in Thompson Avenue.

The 30-metre by four-metre 
mural, covering a wall near the 
Heritage Centre, can been seen 
from the main street and the 
Transit Centre car park.

Created as a homage to the 
women of Phillip Island, it was a 
labour of love, designed and paid 
for by the team itself.

“The wall was painted to give 
recognition to the mothers, wives, 
grandmothers and all other wom-
en who are the backbone of the 
community,” Craig from Phillip 

Island Murals said.
“It shows three women in three 

states of emotion, with a strong 
feminine feeling and a magical 
blue background.”

He said the idea was to cele-
brate the strength, resilience love 
and care that women show.

The team has also been com-
missioned to create a mural in 
Wonthaggi, as part of Council’s 
laneway revival project.

The 20-metre by four-metre 
mural celebrates Bass Coast life 
and the Phillip Island Mural’s art-
work is the first in the series to be 
completed.

Four unique artworks will be 
created along Wonthaggi lane-
ways during June.

Mural mermaids
This mural next to the Cowes library is a celebration of the strength, 
resilience, love and care of the women of Phillip Island, and was cre-
ated and paid for by Phillip Island Murals.

Flags promoting Whale Month 
are flying across the island.
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D I R E C T O R Y

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

C O M M U N I T Y

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  
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F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   

New team 
New Stockdale

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

Alicia Miran-Khan  0407 056 526

Yphillip islandc
INTERIORS
 @phillipislandinteriors

H O M E

H E A L T H

Support the businesses at the  of our community

W O R K

2/69 Chapel Street, Cowes  5951 9941

WORK & CASUAL WEAR
EMBROIDERY

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

F O O D  &  D R I N K

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

List your business here for only

$17.50 per week
ads@pisra.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Open 4pm-7.30pm   Closed Tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

Embroidery
for gifts or workwear

www.allmakeclothing.com.au

Workwear – HiVis 
Work boots – Casual wear
Kid’s workwear & work boots – Towel sets

 Golf towels – Hospitality – Chef wear

2/69 Chapel St, Cowes
5951 9941

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  T h u rsda    y,  J u n e  1 7 ,  2 0 2 11 6

THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news

The weekly ‘Chat n Chew’ session 
provided on Fridays at the Anglican 
Church in Cowes aims to provide a 
community connection point.

The sessions, which were disrupt-
ed by Covid in 2020 returned this 
month, only to be hit by the latest 
lockdown.

Still, the organisers are hopeful 
the weekly sessions will resume post 
lockdown, with volunteers on hand 
to chat, while people enjoy a free 
lunch, as well as a cuppa and cake.

Organiser John Ballantyne said 
the sessions were gathering mo-
mentum and had even attracted 
passers-by who came in to find out 
what it was all about.

He said they hoped to be able 
to help people who were doing it 
tough, especially after Covid.

“Chat n Chew is a drop-in cen-
tre which is really focused to help 
marginalized and lonely people, 
but everybody is welcome and some 

people just love coming here.”
He said some of their regular pa-

trons hadn’t returned after Covid, 
but there were always new faces.

“It’s very much a floating popula-
tion here (on Phillip Island), with a 
lot of people visiting.

“We’re very keen to work with lo-
cal groups and the churches.

“One of the other things we do 
is organise outings, and we do as 
much support outside of the drop in 
centre as we can.

“We went to Macca’s Farm and 
we’re going to see The Taste of Ire-
land soon.”

Coral Fokkens and John Lyon also 
help out at the sessions and said it’s 
a great opportunity for people to 
connect.

“You can tell by the atmosphere 
that people feel really connected. 
So if someone new comes in they 
come into something that’s friendly 
warm, welcoming and of course 

there’s food,” Coral and John said.
“It’s very welcoming. I think that’s 

what we like about it. Some of these 
ladies come every week. Every 
week, they do their shopping and 
they all meet here.

“There’s no pressure on them. 
They just come and enjoy each oth-
er’s company which is absolutely 
fabulous.

“People often think they’ll make 
me go to church if I go (to Chat n 
Chew) but there’s no obligation. It’s 
not connected to any one religion 
or anything.  If people want to go 
to church they’ll let you know. But 
there’s no pressure.”

The Chat n Chew sessions are also 
supported by Coles Supermarket 
which provides cakes and produce 
for the delicious lunches.

Chat n Chew is open Fridays dur-
ing school terms, at the Cowes Angli-
can Church, 102 Thompson Avenue, 
opposite Coles, from 11am – 2.30pm.

Bass Coast’s produce was on show 
for the Leader of the Nationals, Peter 
Walsh and Member for Eastern Vic-
toria Region, Melina Bath who re-
cently visited Hill Top Farm on Phil-
lip Island.

Hill Top Farm is an award winning, 
family-owned small business which 
specialises in grass fed and free-
range meats.

For the past three years Hill Top 
Farm has won the Australian Butch-
ers Guild award for the Greatest 
Butcher on your Block.

Offering a comprehensive range of 
local products which includes breads, 
cheese, wine, antipasto, jams and 
sauces, Hill Top Farm has evolved to 
become a one stop shop for some of the 
best produce Gippsland has to offer.

Ms Bath said Managing Director 
Paul Joseph explained how Hill Top 
Farm had been forced to diversify 
after Victoria’s COVID-9 lockdowns 
and subsequent restrictions in 2020 
wiped out 80 per cent of business 
trade.

“In the blink of eye, restaurant sales 
evaporated, and only local residents 
could access their produce,” she said.

“Removing tourists and day visi-

tors combined with the extended clo-
sure of all hospitality businesses had 
an enormous impact on Gippsland’s 
food producers who saw their cus-
tomer base disappear overnight.

“In the battle to keep the business 
afloat, Paul impressively pivoted his 
service model, introducing a range 
of ready speciality meals and a com-
menced a home delivery service.”

Drawing upon Paul’s training as a 
master butcher in the United King-
dom, his range of gourmet pies were 
born and include flavours such as 
scallop, steak and kidney and rabbit.

Ms Bath said Mr Joseph’s passion 
for supporting local farmers should 
be recognised and celebrated.

“He is building awareness of the 
food Gippsland grows and actively 
bringing it to the community through 
farmers markets and his delivery 
service, all while maintaining an im-
pressive shop front.

“Hill Top Farm is a foodie’s dream 
and a great example of a local busi-
ness who embraces the concept of 
‘shop local’. It’s well worth the visit 
to purchase some of the best food 
Gippsland has on offer – don’t forget 
your empty esky!”

Better facilities are on their way 
for students at Newhaven Primary 
School, with works commencing on 
an important upgrade.

State Member for Bass Jordan 
Crugnale recently announced 
works are underway with the gov-
ernment providing $109,125 to go 
towards upgrading the senior play-
ground and gymnasium.

“These upgrades for the gym and 
playground are needed and go to-
wards making the facilities better 

and more enjoyable than before,” 
Ms Crugnale said.

The funding is part of the state gov-
ernment’s Minor Capital Works fund, 
which aims to deliver small projects.

Newhaven Primary School is one 
of more than 300 Victorian govern-
ment schools allocated funding to 
fast-track priority projects under 
the Minor Capital Works Fund to 
improve learning environments as 
well as the condition and character 
of the school.

Cowes resident Harold Summer 
has been awarded an Order of Aus-
tralia for his service to athletics.

Mr Summers has been an ex-
ecutive member of the Australian 
Track and Field Coaches Associa-
tion since 1993, and Vice President 
since 1996.

His commitment to the Victo-
rian Race Walking Club is equally 
as impressive. A Life Member, he 
served as President from 1983-
2013, and was a committee mem-
ber up until 2018.

Mr Summers also served as the 
Walk Coach at the Victorian Insti-
tute of Sport from 1996 – 2000 and 
was the international team man-
ager and coach on 15 occasions.

He represented Australia at two 

World Cups (1981 and 1985) and 
was the Australian Institute of 
Sport’s Walk Coach.

He is currently a patron of Race 
Walk Australia, where he served 
as President from 2002 – 2004.

After joining the Box Hill Athlet-
ics Club in 1966, he was presented 
with a life membership in 1984 and 
was President from 1987 – 1994.

His commitment to Australian 
sport has previously been ac-
knowledged with a Life Member-
ship to Athletics Australia (2008) 
and the Australian Sports Medal 
in 2000.

Mr and Mrs George and Joan 
Scott from Wonthaggi also re-
ceived an Order of Australia med-
al for service to the community

The pair were recognised for 
their decades-long commitment to 
the Wonthaggi Life Saving Club, Li-
ons Club, Angling Club, State Coal 
Mine, Eight Ball Association, Wont-
haggi Club, Wonthaggi Workmen’s 
Club and Netball Association.

Both George and Joan were 
named Citizen of the Year in 1990 
and between them have received 
numerous awards, including Ser-
vice Medal (Royal Life Saving 
Society Australia) in 1994; Bar to 
Service Medal in 1998; Service 
Cross in 2004 and HRH Prince 
Michael of Kent 125th Anniver-
sary Certificates of Merit from the 
Royal Life Saving Society in 2016.

Congratulations to all three on 
their richly deserved awards.

Chat n Chew returns Pollies praise local produce

Queen’s Birthday honours announced

Work starts on Newhaven 
Primary School upgrade

The Nationals Member for Eastern Victoria Region, Melina Bath and 
Nationals leader and Shadow Minister for Agriculture Peter Walsh visited 
Paul Joseph’s award-winning Hill Top Farm on Phillip Island.

Enjoying the Chat N Chew session was (Back from left to right): Stephanie Dalzzastello, Trevor Shaw, Anne 
Ballantyne and Wendy Humbert and (Front): Jan Goldsbury, Pat Garvey and Dianne Wilkinson

Chef Reg Wilkinson was cooking up 
a storm, with potato and leek and 
toasted sandwiches on the menu.

The Chat n Chew team of John Ballantyne (front left), Cathy Peck (Treasur-
er), Linda Sparkes, John Lyon, Coral Fokkens (Secretary), Dianne Wilkinson, 
Richard Prideaux, Ken White and The Rev Jo White (front right).

If you’re keen to get the vaccine, 
you can book in at the Vaccination 
Clinic at the Wonthaggi Town Hall 
or through local GPs.

Bookings at the state-run clinic 
can be made via the Coronavirus 
Hotline – 1800 675 398 or the new 
online booking service at portal.
cvms.vic.gov.au/.

Bookings are also being taken at 
the Wonthaggi Town Hall by the 
Bass Coast Health admin team.

The vaccination clinic is open 
weekdays from 9am – 4pm, 8.30am 
– 12.30pm on Saturday and closed 

on Sunday.
Walk in appointments are cur-

rently only available for health-
care, disability and ambulance 
workers.

The Health Minister Martin Foley 
said the state would not be taking 
any bookings this week for the first 
dose of Pfizer. Due to limited stocks 
of the vaccine, supplies were being 
reserved for those who were due to 
receive their second dose.

To book in for an AstraZeneca 
vaccination at your local GP, call 
direct, or go to health.gov.au.

Vaccination update
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Pelicans are not the most ap-
proachable birds.

San Remo’s Gary Matthews, from 
the Westernport Pelican Study 
Group, knows this fi rst-hand.

As part of his voluntary role with 
the group, Gary catches the massive 
birds to tag.

“I’ve been pecked and my face has 
been scratched from the forehead 
down,” says Gary, who has permits 
from the state environment depart-
ment, Parks Victoria and an animal 
ethics permit.

“I’ve even had my backside 
pecked.

“But it’s important work because 
no one has done a study of Aus-
tralian pelicans in Victoria and we 
need to know more about them.”

Gary is one of 50 members of the 
self-funded WPSG, which was start-

ed about 10 years ago by a group of 
concerned local volunteers who be-
gan researching pelican populations.

In 2019 the group received gov-
ernment permission to start band-
ing pelicans in a radius from Phillip 
Island to Stony Point and even Mud 
Island in Port Phillip Bay.

He says so far 30 of the birds have 
been banded and the WPSG is now 
calling on the public to keep an eye 
out for the tags.

“If they see a tag or a metal band 
take a photo and if possible ideally 
see the number on the tag or just tell 
us the colour, regardless if it’s green, 
red or orange,” says Gary, who re-
quests the public to upload the infor-
mation to the WPSG Facebook page.

“People must keep a safe distance, 
though, because the closer they get 
the more likely the bird is to fl y off 

or they will also snap at you.
“Ideally people can zoom in with a 

camera or even binoculars.”
Pelicans are banded with a metal 

band on the left leg and acrylic on 
the right leg, with three numbers en-
graved so it is clearly visible.

The volunteers catch, tag, weigh, 
measure and keep notes on the age, 
gender, and health status of each 
bird, with records collated for edu-
cational and conservation data.

“Also people can help by reporting 
the number of pelicans sighted, as 
well as the location, date and time.”

GPS
Gary – who is a member with his 

wife Joan – says the group will also 
start attaching GPS tracking devic-
es to about nine birds later this year.

“All this will give us valuable in-

formation into the movements of 
where the pelicans forage and have 
their young.

“We don’t know how many there 
are, where they go for breeding 
grounds, or whether they’re inter-
breeding.”

He says about a decade ago peli-
cans in Victoria were believed to have 
seven colonies, but now there were 
thought to be just two or three: at Mud 
Island, Paynesville and Mallacoota.

The Paynesville pelican study group 
recently had a visiting bird from Bris-
bane, so “clearly they travel”.

“Like other birds, the pelican is a 
canary in the coal mine. With re-
search we will be able to tell whether 
or not their numbers are increasing 
or declining.”

Gary and Joan used to care for in-
jured and sick pelicans at their home 

but now take them to Nature Parks 
for rehabilitation.

He says the trick to catching and 
banding a bird is to put a loop on the 
ground near fi sh cleaning stations 
at Newhaven and San Remo jetties, 
and when anglers are cleaning their 
fi sh and throwing discarded fl esh, 
they pull the loop when the bird 
steps into it.

“We know how to handle them 
and know what they’re capable of.”

Gary says before he started work-
ing with the birds he thought they 
weren’t especially smart.

“But they’ve proved me wrong big 
time. They’re very intelligent and 
the more I deal with them the more 
I have to think and come up with 
strategies about ways to approach 
them.”

The group is open to new members.

New study on San Remo, Newhaven pelicans
Former Nature Parks researcher Dr Roz Jessop with San Remo’s Gary Matthews, who are 
part of the Westernport Pelicans Study Group. WPSG is now calling on the public to keep 
an eye out for tagged pelicans.

The self-funded WPSG, a group of concerned local volunteers, research pelican populations 
and in 2019 received government permission to start banding pelicans in a radius from 
Phillip Island to Stony Point and even Mud Island in Port Phillip Bay.

Like much of south-eastern Victoria, Phillip Island was 

hit by gale force winds last Wednesday night, leaving 

trees down and debris strewn across the island.

TREES DOWN, 
POWER OUT

Trees fell across one of the cabins at the 

holiday park, behind Rusty Water Brewery.

SES volunteers directed traffic and cleared fallen limbs off Phillip Island Road, 200 metres before the Ventnor Road roundabout.

On Monday, trees were still down 

across nature strips in Cape Woolamai.

Traffic came to a standstill when a 
tree came down across powerlines on 
Phillip Island Road.
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Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

EARTHMOVING

LK
00

03
2A

A

0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

CAR REMOVAL

JD00562AA

BASS HWY CAR 
REMOVAL
UNWANTED CARS  

& SCRAP METAL REMOVED

FREE
7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL SHANE 

0407 599 616  
OR 5678 2002

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&

LK
00

02
7A

A

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU22840

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

BUILDER

ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
Phillip Island

5956 9551 / 0417 141 035

• Registered building practitioners
• Worksafe approved l Fully insured

• All areas/free quotes LK
00

03
9A

A

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING

LK
00

01
6A

A

CONCRETER

JD
00

09
2A

A

• Epoxy Flake Garage Floors
• Spray on Paving

• Concrete Grinding & Sealing
• Concrete Clean & Seals

www.kustomconcretefloors.com.au

Phone: 0418 822 661

C O N C R E T E  F L O O R S

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

BLINDS & CARPET

Carpets
Blinds

Furniture
155 Thompson Ave, Cowes

www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au
Ph: 5952 1488

CONCRETER

JO
00

41
9A

A

CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CONCRETER

LK
00

02
9A

A

* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

CLEANING

JO
00

59
4A

A

D A R R Y L  L E A S  C L E A N I N G
L O S E  T H E  M O P  A N D  W E ’ L L  C L E A N  T H E  S L O P

Offering all cleaning services

• Lawn
• Yard maintenance

Please call or email for a quote

 0435 015 234
 Wikdas351@icloud.com

CLEANING

CARPET & FLUE CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic – upholstery

• Rental bond specialists 
• Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING

0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

RICHIE & DI LAING

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

JD
00

12
2A

A

Island Flue Island Flue 
CleaningCleaning

EARTHMOVINGEARTHMOVING

LK
51

85

611 Ventnor Road, Cowes
0418 383 881 - 5956 8615

Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

l 10m3 tippers l Bobcat
l 4 ton excavators l Post hole borers

l Driveways l Rubbish removed
l Quarry materials supplies l Blocks cleared

EXCAVATIONS
NEAL McRAE

JO
00

01
3A

A

CONCRETER

LK
00

03
4A

A

0402 454 742

Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,

Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS

W

 

A

W

V

E E

N

C

O

G

N

N

I

C

R

T

E

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791

LK
00

04
5A

A

TIM NEWMAN

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS

LK
00

03
8A

A

CONCRETER

JO
00

76
6A

A

• Shed Slabs   
• Driveways   
• Cross Overs  
• Watertank  

& Aircon pads

0459 477 370 – Dave Anderson
   @SouthenRockConcrete

SOU T H E RN

R O C K

CONCRETE

BUILDER

Custom Designed Homes

New Build

Renovations

Extensions

Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Decks & Pergolas

m. 0439477864
e. info@kornerstone.com.au
w.kornerstone.com.au

MASTER
BUILDERS
VICTORIA

(CDB-U 67889)

JO
00

75
3A

A

CAR REMOVAL

JD00050AA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY YOU*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED

BASS COAST RECYCLERS
5672 2946   0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

BUILDER

JO
00

79
4A

A

ARCHITECTURAL BUILDING AND CARPENTRY

Trent Young – 0499 294 695 
www.tk-constructions.com.au

trent@tk-constructions.com
DB-U67627

CLEANING

JO
00

83
9A

A



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  T h u rsda    y,  J u n e  1 7 ,  2 0 2 1 1 9

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

GLASS

LK00012AA

• Residential locksmithing & key cutting • Flyscreens
• Shower screens • Re-glazing • Security doors l Glass balustrading 

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes

sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LEWIS BETTS         A.B.N. 37 053 127 216

Glazing the Island and district

BETTSY'S

GLASS

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

PLUMBING

MB

LK
00

03
1A

A

Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

LAWN MOWING

LK
00

02
2A

A

LAWN MOWING

ISLAND HOME SERVICES 
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

• Edging  • Clean Up
• Fully Insured • Plus more services

For free appraisal:
Call Russell 0400 626 961

white.rc@hotmail.com

ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business 
Guide

CONTACT JANE ON 
5952 3201 OR EMAIL 
ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

PLUMBING

LK
00

01
5A

A

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

GAS SUPPLIERS

LK
00

04
0A

A

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

and appliances sales

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

FENCING

JO
00

04
8A

B

F E N C I N G
SIMPLE

0404 695 009
simplefencing@hotmail.com

https://wwwfacebook.com/simplefence

Phillip Island and surrounds

LAWN MOWING

LK
00

02
0A

A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

PLUMBING
LK

00
01

4A
A

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LK
00

02
4A

A

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs

LK
00

02
1A

A

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
58

40

5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

0431 992 027

Re-paint specialists, real estate, 
insurance work, domestic & commercial 

Free quotes/over 25 years exp. 
Competitively priced/professional 

reliable service
julianbird8@gmail.com

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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FENCING
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Paling Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls

FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

SEWING & ALTERATIONS

FENCING
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ISLAND TIMBER 
AND FENCING

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers, 

brush panels etc.
ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber 

NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637
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ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

ELECTRICIAN

Onshore Electrical Services
• INDUSTRIAL  • COMMERCIAL  • DOMESTIC

Text or call

Jason 0409 177 871

Servicing Bass Coast for 30 Years
R.E.C. 12814

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS
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GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

LAUNDRY SERVICES
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Island Premium Laundry offer all  
your laundry needs from general house  
washing to your pet beds or blankets.

We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,  
call 59 522 889 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TILING

Tiling
Bathroom repairs
Leaking showers

Re-grouting
30 yrs experience and no jobs too small.

Rob Davies – 0418 522 044
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TREE SERVICES
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

• Tree & Stump removal
• Pruning 
• Chipping

Fully insured

TREE CARE NOW
WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services

ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business 
Guide

CONTACT JANE ON 
5952 3201 OR EMAIL 
ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

WINDOW CLEANING
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WINDOW 
CLEANING  

0409 946 839

Glassed Out Window Cleaning
Fully insured

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

About creeping  
authoritarianism

After years of forwarding cli-
mate crisis news items, just once 
following up to Bass Coast Shire 
Council (BCSC) by phone, deter-
mined on response, about EUF 
(Energy Upgrade Finance) method 
helping investment in building ef-
ficiency. BCSC not interested.

Continuation of emailed news 
items was encouraged. But no 
replies indicate the next step – 
authoritarianism – getting cor-
respondence listed under new 
Unreasonable Customer Conduct 
Policy.

Walking streets of Cowes each 
day, after storms, if there’s tree 
damage, I take a photo, tag de-
scription and location and email 
the shire. The server autogene-
rates reply to acknowledge receipt.

Once, there was a large branch 
hanging from a tree in park/play-
ground alongside our house. I 
emailed, then after a week’s wait, 
with plenty of kiddies oblivious of 
danger, it was time to at least drop 
the branch, even if it was too big to 
shift. I got out the ladder, carefully 
sawing, then crack, drop, twist 
and big gouge to my hand. Anoth-
er week or so and snail mail letter 
arrives, with “reference number” 
but no way of knowing if it re-
ferred to the branch or littering or 
something else.

Snail mails are ridiculous. Pre-
viously I’ve written notes and re-
turned them. I gave up on phone 
calls, yonks ago: on hold forever, 
then you’re told message sent to 
“relevant person” and to expect 
return call, which never happens.

This time, I took a photo of the 
reference number letter, attached 
it to an email to the CEO, to ask if 
she knows the system is so ridicu-
lous and could organise reply. No 
reply. Resend. No reply. Sent it to 
Mayor. No reply. Resend. No re-
ply. Phone, voicemail. No reply to 
voicemail.

Letters look formal but because 
of typos in name and address, ob-
viously wait for typist, not out of 
IT system.

Ultimately, I visit Wonthaggi. 
The very helpful lady receptionist 
said “number entered not found”, a 
typo but possible to correct. It was 
about dog licence, with details, 
as well as reference, completely 
wrong. What a sad system and 
people we pay for?

Bernie McComb, Cowes

Biloela family
I have written to our MP Rus-

sell Broadbent to voice my disgust 
with the treatment of this family. 
Enough is enough; the serious ill-
ness of this little girl is horrify-
ing. Federal Government just send 
them to Biloela where they were 
living, working and paying tax. 
Two little girls born in Australia 
should be growing up where they 
are safe and loved.

Barbara Owen, Silverleaves

Hasn’t Council caused 
enough distress!

Hasn’t council caused enough 
distress in removing the dust sup-
pressant seal on The Esplanade 
and Batman Ave, Surf Beach, with-
out rubbing more salt in the wound 
by using a low-grade material with 
a high clay content, to rehabilitate 
the roads. This will make the dust 
problem worse than when the seal 
was first applied 15 years ago.

The material, which is a blend 
of a Class 3 and 4 crushed rock, is 
commonly used for base layers in 
light traffic roads, commercial site 
works, pipe bedding and backfill-
ing. But, should NOT be used as a 
wearing coarse on busy residen-
tial roads, particularly where traf-
fic speed is not constrained. Class 
2 crushed rock, has up to recently, 
been used as the wearing coarse 
material throughout the shire. 
Why it has been replaced with a 
substandard material that accen-
tuates the dust problem when dry 

and creates a sludge when wet, is 
inconceivable.

The sludge that recent rains pro-
duced, has reduced cyclists and 
pedestrian numbers to a trickle on 
The Esplanade which boasts one 
of the best coastal views on the 
island. A few brave locals, main-
ly young mums, who religiously 
walk their dogs or young children 
on foot and in prams, have now 
been forced to wear boots instead 
of their usual runners. Not only 
has this ill-conceived work de-
stroyed the amenity for locals, it 
has also damaged the drawing 
power for tourist to this unique 
section of the island only second to 
the scenic drive from The Nobbies 
to the Penguin Centre. Isn’t coun-
cil spruiking the merits of walking 
and cycling and bragging about 
the efforts it’s doing to improve 
pedestrian and cycling facilities? 
Hmmm …

The cost savings in using this 
inappropriate material, is about 5 
per cent. Surely council can’t be so 
penny pinching to subject the com-
munity to a higher dust problem 
than necessary and inflict muddy 
conditions that haven’t existed 
for the past 15 years? Has coun-
cil become so focused on big item 
projects that they have become 
insensitive and unresponsive to 
community’s basic needs?

Lou Percora, Surf Beach

A QUICK ROUNDUP OF NEWS, VIEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

SHORT STACK

Census collectors needed
The Australian Bureau of Statistics 

(ABS) is currently recruiting 20,000 
Census Field Officers across the 
country to help deliver the 2021 Cen-
sus and wants Field Officers who are 
familiar with the local area.

The roles are short-term and avail-
able in all cities, towns and regional 
areas nationwide. The flexible work-
ing hours are variable and will include 
weekdays, weekends and evenings.

Applicants are encouraged to view 
the applicant information kit and ap-
ply early as jobs are expected to fill 
quickly.

It takes approximately 15 minutes 
to apply at www.censusjobs.adecco.
com.au.

The 2021 Census is on Tuesday, Au-
gust 10. It is Australia’s 18th Census.

More details at www.census.abs.
gov.au

Nominate your Victorian  
Senior of The Year

Victorians are encouraged to nomi-
nate a deserving person for the 2021 
Victorian Senior of the Year Awards to 
ensure the outstanding contributions 
of Victoria’s seniors are recognised.

The nominations close on July 9, for 
people over 60 years of age (50 years 
of age for First Nations people). More 
information available at seniorson-
line.vic.gov.au/awards.

Vouchers and grants to support 
regional tourism businesses

A new round of travel vouchers has 
been announced to support tourism 
recovery across regional Victoria.

Victorians will have access to 
80,000 regional travel vouchers val-
ued at $200 each to help operators 
affected by the current restrictions 
recover strongly.

The Regional Tourism Support 
Package also provides $11.8 million 
to support eligible Victorian tourism 
businesses with grant top-ups for the 
current Business Costs Assistance 
Program. This means that all eligible 
tourism businesses in Victoria will re-
ceive a payment of $7000 under the 
program.

More information about the Re-
gional Tourism Support Package at 
business.vic.gov.au/grants-and-
programs/regional-tourism-support-
package.

Fast-tracking investment to 
support regional recovery

The Investment Fast Track Fund is 
open for applications to help take 
important projects from the ideas 
phase to be ready for development, 
with grants of up to $500,000 avail-
able to local councils, community or-
ganisations and the private sector for 
planning, design and business case 
works.

Information and guidelines for the 
Regional Jobs and Infrastructure 
Fund at rdv.vic.gov.au/rjif.

Hardship payments boosted
The government has announced 

a boost to hardship payments and 
emergency food relief.

The Extreme Hardship Support Pro-
gram has been extended, ensuring 
continued assistance for Victorians 
who are not eligible for income sup-
port from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

Community food relief organisa-
tions will be boosted, including sup-
port for new partnerships between 
food relief organisations and local 
restaurants, cafes and hospitality 
businesses.

Foodbank Victoria’s mobile food 
van service across the state will also 
be expanded.

Elder abuse action
The Victorian Healthcare Associa-

tion (VHA) is supporting those work-
ing in residential aged care across 
Australia to recognise, respond, and 
report elder abuse – whether physi-
cal, emotional, sexual or financial.

Working closely with practitioners 
and consumer representatives, the 
VHA developed a suite of interac-
tive training resources for residential 
aged care workers designed to build 
staff confidence and capacity on this 
sensitive and pressing issue.

Minister for Disability, Ageing and 
Carers, Luke Donnellan MP, launched 
the VHA’s new resources on World 
Elder Abuse Awareness Day – an 
internationally recognised day that 
highlights one of the worst manifes-
tations of ageism and inequality in 
our society.

The new resources are available to 
all aged care services at www.vha.
org.au/elder

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor  
(350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

All letters are published at the 
discretion of the editor. Letters 

may be edited for length, 
grammar or legal reasons. 

Priority will be given to current 
local issues and events. 

All letters must include the 
author’s full name and address 

(only the name and location 
will be printed).
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HERON, Thomas David: 

Loved son of Gwen  
and Tom (dec). 

Father of Shaun, Gavin 
and Kealeigh. 

Brother of Lee. 

Thank you to all the 
staff at Grossard Court 
who cared for Tom over 

the past 9 years. 

A special thank you to 
Shirley and Mark who 

went beyond their roles 
as carers and became 

family. 

Also to Rosa, Pinos 
family and staff for their 
kindness and the wider 

Phillip Island community 
for taking Tom into  

their hearts, 

He’s back on his bike 
now. 

May the wind always  
be at your back and the 
sun shine warm upon 

your face. 

Funeral will be at the 
Grand Prix track on 
Friday 18th June at 

10.30am. 

Go to www.handley-
andadndersonfunerals.

com.au for  
streaming link.

HUBBARD: Rupert 
Andrews 

25.3.1942 – 11.6.2021 

Passed away peacefully 

Aged 79 years 

Dearly loved father of 
Andrew, Stephanie, Mi-
chael, Julie and Richard. 

Father-in-law of Brett, 
Rebecca, Donna  

and Cinzia. 

Adored Poppa to Dylan, 
Fraser, Bayley, Ebony, 
Ashley, Henry, Ethan 

and Ella. 

Great Grandfather to 
Levi, Mia and Hudson. 

Rest in Peace Dad 

Forever in our hearts 
and thoughts. 

For funeral details go to 
www.handleyandander-

sonfunerals.com.au

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings 
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA 
Cowes Big Book meeting 
at St Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 
0417 317 470; Salvation 
Army building, McKenzie 
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.

Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
REPAIRS AND  

RESTORATIONS 
From timber to metal – 
small to large projects 

Reasonable prices
Open Tues Wed & Thurs 

9am to noon
Contact Terry on 
0438 808 428
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The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser

is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,

you may approach the
newspaper itself  

or contact the  
Council by email

info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone 

(02) 8261 1930. 
For further

information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

Mr. & Mrs. Trevor Ryan 
of Phillip Island are 

delighted to announce 
the engagement of their 

daughter Tori Ryan to 
Todd Cleeland of Phillip 
Island, son of Tuppy and 
Clarry Cleeland of Phillip 

Island and brother  
of Casey.

Trevor & Megan Ryan 
together with Clarrie 

and Tuppy Cleeland are 
thrilled to announce the 

engagement of  
Todd and Tori. 

Newhaven College is an
independent co-educational school 

on Phillip Island offering quality 
education for students from  

Prep to Year 12. 

Visiting Music Tutor 
Piano and/or Voice 

Fixed term contract, starting Term 3,
2021. For details on requirements, 
duties and responsibilities, visit our 

college website  
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/about/

work-at-newhaven 

Applications close 5.00pm, Friday 25 June 
2021 and should be submitted to

matthew.goss@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Newhaven College is a child safe environment. 
Every child has a right to be safe, and at the 

College we have a zero tolerance for child safety 
risks (including child abuse and reportable 

conduct). As such, preferred applicants will be 
subject to child protection screening, background 

and reference checks, verification of identity 
checks and must adhere to the College’s child safe 

practices, as outlined in the Child Protection 
Program policies available on the College website.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

The Phillip Island Golf Club is currently 
seeking enthusiastic mature thinking staff 
to work with our existing staff in the areas 
of our Bar and Golf Shop on a Casual 
basis. Our current staff work on a roster 
system with some early starts and evening 
work that may apply. You must also be 
available for weekend shifts.

Interested persons can forward their 
contact details and any experience to the 
club in person or email: offi ce@pigc.com.au

JO
00

87
0A

A

WONTHAGGI 
SECONDARY COLLEGE

ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING 
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

ADMINISTRATION/ 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

(EDUCATION SUPPORT)
Full Time Ongoing Position

Wonthaggi SC is seeking a suitably  
qualified and / or experienced person

to join its team in 2021  
for the above position.  

Applications need to be applied  
through Recruitment Online  

www.education.vic.gov.au/hrweb/ 
careers/Pages/advacsSCH.aspx

Applications close:  
Thursday July 8, 2021

For further information  
please contact 

Nancy Crismanich (5611 4000)
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SITUATION VACANT

TRUCK DRIVER/ 
LABOURER

Phillip Island based, family owned business 
is looking for a truck driver/labourer for busy 

waste/recycling operation.
Pre-requisites:

• MR Truck Drivers Licence
• Experience in a fast paced environment

• Clean driving record
• Physically fit and healthy

To apply please email application to  
matt@phillipislandwaste.com.au  
including at least two work referees.

JO00284AA

POSITION VACANT

ARE HIRING!
Experienced 

Concretor/Labourer
Essential requirements:
• Reliable • Polite
• Professional • Enthusiastic
•  Must be able to work in high pressure 

team environment 

Preferred but not essential:
• Truck license  • 10 yrs plus experience 
• Safety card • Car license
• Machine tickets  • First aid

newwaveconcreting@icloud.com
Luke 0402 454 742
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Seek, buy and sell

DEATHS

“For where your 
treasure is, there 

will be your 
heart also” 

Luke 12:34 KJV

PUBLIC NOTICES

ENGAGEMENTS

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

With the Queens Birthday Long Weekend 
under a cloud due to the current Covid lock-
down in Melbourne, a call has gone out for 
a replacement weekend.

Rural Councils Victoria is calling for 
the declaration of a long weekend that 
celebrates when Victoria reaches herd im-
munity to Covid through high levels of vac-
cination.

The long weekend would also be used 
to stimulate rural and regional economies 
hit hard by lockdowns and the lack of Mel-
bourne-based tourists. 

Rural Councils Victoria Chair Cr Mary-
Ann Brown said: “The pandemic has been 
tough on everyone and it is more than 
appropriate to celebrate when we have 
reached herd immunity through high levels 
of vaccination.

“It seems that vaccination levels will be 
sufficient in spring and Rural Councils Vic-
toria is proposing a long weekend to cele-
brate. One idea would be to extend the AFL 
Grand Final weekend by a day.

“While up to 90,000 can watch the match 
at the MCG, everyone else is invited to rural 
and regional Victoria for a Covid-free and 
Covid-safe party.”

RCV Deputy Chair Jenny O’Connor sup-
ported the call.

“Getting out of the city gives Melburnians 
something to look forward to, provides a re-
ward for doing the right thing and gives ru-
ral and regional areas the economic boost 
they need after very tough economic times.

“With advance notice, it might even give 
the State Government the opportunity to 
design incentives for tourists to visit rural 
and regional Victoria.”

Call for Vaccine 
Day long weekend

Victoria’s Parliamentary 
Secretary for Mental Health 
Steve Dimopoulos recently 
visited the Wonthaggi Hospi-
tal for a Mental Health Round-
table hosted by Member for 
Bass Jordan Crugnale.

Ms Crugnale, who describes 
herself as a passionate advo-
cate for mental health servic-
es, organised the Roundtable 
to ensure Bass Coast mental 
health service providers could 
share their views on the final 
recommendations of the Roy-
al Commission into Victoria’s 
Mental Health System.

Attendees included local 
police, paramedics, mental 
health clinicians and emer-
gency staff, school and youth 
mental health services, includ-

ing the local Headspace and 
Primary Health Network.

Participants at the round-
table said it was “fantastic to 
have access to policy makers 
and have them genuinely lis-
ten to our concerns, and they 
were “proud to be included in 
such a passionate group who 
share a single vision of im-
proving care for people in our 
community”.

“I was so impressed with the 
mental health service provid-
ers and first responders I met 
from the Bass electorate,” said 
Mr Dimopoulos.

“There was a true collec-
tive commitment to improve 
services within their commu-
nity. It is a real credit to Jordan 
Crugnale for organising the 

Roundtable and it being such 
a productive and thought-pro-
voking discussion.”

Following the forum, feed-
back was provided to the Min-
ister for Mental Health to as-
sist in the implementation of 
recommendations.

Ms Crugnale said she has 
conducted multiple mental 
health workshops across the 
electorate in 2019 and 2020 to 
make submissions to the Roy-
al Commission and to update 
the Government of the elector-
ate’s mental health needs.

“I’ll always continue to ad-
vocate for improved mental 
health services across the 
communities of Bass during 
the next steps of implementa-
tion.”

Rountable Participants (clockwise from bottom left): Jan Child (BCH), Jordan Crugnale 
MP, Steve Dimopolous MP, Chris Goldrick , Chris Brinkman, Cameron Rothnie, Margaret 
O’Donnell, Michelle Debenham, Donna Riseley and Michael Feehan. Out of shot is Dan 
Compton, Bronwyn Owen and Helen Page.

Local roundtable on mental health

Read the Advertiser on your computer, phone or device,  
go to www.pisra.com.au

KEEP CONNECTED
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WED 16 JUN

HIGH 4:14 am
2.62 m

LOW 10:03 am
0.63 m

HIGH 5:10 pm
3.05 m

LOW 10:49 pm
1.12 m

THU 17 JUN

HIGH 4:55 am
2.61 m

LOW 10:41 am
0.68 m

HIGH 5:43 pm
2.99 m

LOW 11:26 pm
1.07 m

FRI 18 JUN

HIGH 5:38 am
2.59 m

LOW 11:21 am
0.75 m

HIGH 6:16 pm
2.93 m

SAT 19 JUN

LOW 12:03 am
1.01 m

HIGH 6:26 am
2.58 m

LOW 12:04 pm
0.85 m

HIGH 6:51 pm
2.87 m

SUN 20 JUN

LOW 12:45 am
0.92 m

HIGH 7:21 am
2.58 m

LOW 12:53 pm
0.98 m

HIGH 7:30 pm
2.80 m

MON 21 JUN

LOW 1:30 am
0.82 m

HIGH 8:26 am
2.62 m

LOW 1:48 pm
1.13 m

HIGH 8:16 pm
2.73 m

TUE 22 JUN

LOW 2:23 am
0.72 m

HIGH 9:37 am
2.71 m

LOW 2:53 pm
1.27 m

HIGH 9:13 pm
2.67 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – June 2021

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK

The storms last week added 
heartache to hardship for many 
local businesses.

Gyms and indoor sports and 
entertainment, including dance 
schools should have been able to 
reopen their doors, but the storm 
put a stop to that.

Phillip Island Dance Studio 
should have been holding classes 
last Friday, but the power out-
age saw dance classes cancelled 

again.
The school will reopen this 

week, with owner Rowena Camp-
bell saying there were only eight 
days left before the term finishes.

She’s frustrated that despite the 
low case numbers, the restrictions 
are even tougher than last year.

“We return today with only 
groups of 10 students. Last year it 
was 20 students.

“Most of our classes have 11 or 12 

students on week nights, so how do 
I choose which 10 can dance,” she 
said.

As a small business, not regis-
tered for GST, the school has not 
been eligible for any financial sup-
port from the government.

“Dance schools in regional areas 
were closed last week but we were 
not in a “hot spot” area so we were 
not able to access that extra money 
either,” she said.

“Both governments said in press 
conferences that they are giving all 
this money away to small business-
es which is simply not true.

“We have been the first to shut 
down and the last to reopen.”

She estimated the school has 
been closed for 250 days since the 
first Covid lockdown in 2020.

“We will be returning again with 
our Covid plan of no adults in the 
studio, with a “drop and run” pol-
icy, no partner work, no barres, 
equipment or props,” Rowena said.

“The most frustrating thing is 
dance is so safe.

“We have kids standing in place 
on dots and our work can be modi-
fied to reduce risk, we also have 
regular clientele.”

She said entertainment and lei-
sure venues were able to have 50 
people indoors, and retail, hair-
dressers, beauty salons and hospi-
tality had all had their patron caps 
increased, with some allowed up to 
150 people if the density quotient 
was followed.

Yet dance schools were still oper-
ating under harsh restrictions.

“This is why dance schools are so 
frustrated.”

U14s Blue
After weather so wild and woolly 

that the white paint was lucky to re-
main on the goal posts the U14 Blue 
boys were excited to be getting out 
on the field on Sunday to face up to 
the Daylston Magpies.

This was another week when the 
Blues were out to impress, and they 
did not disappoint.

Like the lightening that had shat-
tered the sky only nights before, 
the blues were able to drive the ball 
through the pack skilfully avoiding 
attempted swooping tackles from 
the magpies.

By the second quarter the mercy 
rule had been issued in favour of PI, 
however in true blue style the U14’s 
didn’t relent on their tough and tight 
style of play.

The second half saw the boys dom-
inate play again with the ball being 
delivered from the centre to the on-
ballers with silver service.

The forward line was alive, con-
tinuing the frenzy of goals that they 
had started earlier in the game.

At final siren, the Magpies hadn’t 
survived the storm brought on by the 
Blues but can be congratulated for 
playing with such heart and passion.

Another convincing and well-de-
served win to the U14 PI Blue team!

Best on ground: Thomas Macmil-
lan, Edward Spiteri-Stevens, Lincoln 
Smith and Nathan Patch.

Well done team and thanks to all 
supporters.

U12s
Well winter was well and truly in 

swing when the pups turned up on 
Sunday morning to the kennel to 

take on the Collingwood themed 
Dalyston Magpies.

The trees and branches had fallen 
over the gravel road carpark over 
that crazy powerless weekend on 
the Island and everyone was ready 
to tackle and take their lockdown ag-
gression out on their opponents.

Charlie Fischer was at his best 
from the get-go with his precise ball 
handling skills and strong marking 
ability.

The dogs were too strong from the 
beginning with Darcy Opitz, Max 
Nicka and Oscar Tuchtan sliding a 
few through the middle posts early 
on.

Henry Dean was a firecracker and 
taking on some amazing marks that 
would be impressive to AFL stars.

He secured three magnificent 
goals in the third term earning the 
crowd’s admiration.

Dalyston, the Collingwood themed 
team struggled to keep up but played 
well and hard.

Charlie Nooy booted another two 
in the final quarter and Brinkley 
Nicolaci one more to steal the game.

U10s Blue
With another weird week on the is-

land the kids were happy and keen to 
get back to normality and play footy.

U10S Blue hosted Dalyston at the 
kennel this week with a waterlogged 
ground but not much rain on the ra-
dar.

A different looking coaches box 
this week without Marshy’s right 
hand man Dan Cooper, because we 
think he was having an interview 
with Collingwood re coaching posi-
tion.

Sam Blundy put his hand up and 

did a great job, although at one point 
getting too involved in the game 
and leaving the magnet board unat-
tended. Thankfully our ever-reliable 
team manger Lucy Kennedy stepped 
in to set the positions for the next 
quarter.

The captain for the week was Seb 
Rennie, one of the blue pups born 
leaders who puts everything into his 
training and games and this week 
was no exception.

His four quarters of footy was ex-
cellent and well rewarded with an 
awesome goal on the run.

With only two pups unavailable, 
the island was able to help Dalyston 
out with most kids going across to 
play a quarter for the opposition. A 
huge thanks to the kids that did so 
and did it in the best team spirit.

Once again, the team jumped out 
of the blocks with good running play 
and goals in the first quarter, talk be-
tween the players and being first to 
the footy was a highlight.

The wet weather didn’t seem to be 
an issue for the kids with skills still 
improving every week no matter 
what the conditions.

The next three quarters were a car-
bon copy of the first with all the team 
rules and hard running continuing.

In such a great team effort Marshy 
wished for 24 awards this week but 
had the hard task of picking just 
four!

Liam Cleary with his great attitude 
and effort almost snagging his first 
goal received an award along with 
Brady Van Steensel playing his best 
game for the year, Miller Micallef 
for another four-quarter effort and 
Hugo Wright for sticking to the team 
rules and giving his all once again.

Restriction frustrations continue

Island Blues too strong for Dalyston
Benji Chihotski takes control whilst Dalyston players try and chase him down in the U14s Blue game held at 
the Island.

U14s Blue teammates Jack Briggs and Oliver Duggan leap to take con-
trol of the ball against Dalyston on Sunday.

Riley Brinkman and U14s teammates had plenty of the footy on Sunday 
against Dalyston.

Max Taylor was often in the thick of things in the wet conditions on Sunday.

SPORT
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WEST GIPPSLAND 
COMPETITION LADDERS

SENIOR FOOTBALL

RESERVES FOOTBALL

THIRDS FOOTBALL

FOURTHS FOOTBALL

NETBALL

THIS WEEKEND DRAWS
WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION

Round 11, Saturday June 19

W L % % WON
Garfield 6 0 261.74 100.00
I-Kongwak 4 1 701.43 80.00
Korumburra-Bena 4 1 379.35 80.00
Phillip Island 4 2 332.16 66.67
Nar Nar Goon 4 2 149.45 66.67
Cora Lynn 3 4 64.01 42.86
Bunyip 2 5 49.17 28.57
Kilcunda Bass 1 4 17.74 20.00
Koo Wee Rup 1 5 53.96 16.67
Dalyston 0 5 10.53 0.00
Warragul Indus 0 0 0.00 0.00
Tooradin-Dalmore 0 0 0.00 0.00

W L % % WON
Tooradin-Dalmore 6 0 1873.91 100.00
Cora Lynn 6 1 330.07 85.71
Garfield 5 1 381.90 83.33
Phillip Island 4 2 185.03 66.67
I-Kongwak 3 3 121.38 50.00
Kilcunda Bass 3 3 105.99 50.00
Nar Nar Goon 3 4 43.34 42.86
Korumburra-Bena 2 4 32.04 33.33
Bunyip 2 5 46.62 28.57
Koo Wee Rup 1 6 25.86 14.29
Dalyston 0 6 17.86 0.00
Warragul Indus 0 0 0.00 0.00

W L % PTS
Bunyip 6 1 481.10 24
Tooradin-Dalmore 6 1 425.47 24
Inverloch-Kongwak 5 2 217.62 20
Phillip Island 5 2 143.01 20
Warragul Industrials 5 2 124.59 20
Koo Wee Rup 4 3 94.68 16
Nar Nar Goon 4 3 90.89 16
Cora Lynn 3 4 128.62 12
Kilcunda Bass 3 4 77.83 12
Korumburra-Bena 1 6 30.16 4
Garfield 0 7 24.16 0
Dalyston 0 7 22.27 0

W L % PTS
Phillip Island 6 1 290.49 24
Inverloch-Kongwak 6 1 161.45 24
Nar Nar Goon 6 1 125.10 24
Tooradin-Dalmore 5 2 171.03 20
Cora Lynn 5 2 105.59 20
Garfield 4 3 109.72 16
Warragul Industrials 3 4 119.81 12
Bunyip 3 4 73.60 12
Kilcunda Bass 1 6 67.19 4
Korumburra-Bena 1 6 55.71 4
Dalyston 1 6 48.67 4
Koo Wee Rup 1 6 40.11 4

17 & UNDER Pts %
Kor-Bena 26 154.17
Koo Wee Rup 24 242.50
Phillip Island 24 228.80
I-Kongwak 24 226.92
Cora Lynn 20 162.83
Warragul Indus 16 153.42
Tooradin-Dal 14 83.19
Dalyston 8 102.00
Bunyip 8 68.12
Nar Nar Goon 4 86.67
Kilcunda Bass 0 35.14
Garfield 0 6.25

C-GRADE Pts %
I-Kongwak 26 176.43
Bunyip 24 158.72
Dalyston 24 133.64
Warragul Indus 20 153.01
Cora Lynn 20 138.36
Nar Nar Goon 16 132.24
Tooradin-Dal 14 128.57
Koo Wee Rup 12 95.86
Phillip Island 8 125.14
Kor-Bena 4 83.97
Garfield 0 26.63
Kilcunda Bass 0 25.12

B-GRADE Pts %
Phillip Island 28 232.26
Tooradin-Dal 28 144.13
I-Kongwak 24 121.75
Bunyip 20 121.61
Warragul Indus 16 108.30
Cora Lynn 14 95.47
Kor-Bena 12 108.95
Koo Wee Rup 10 98.55
Dalyston 8 88.49
Garfield 8 79.61
Kilcunda Bass 0 54.31
Nar Nar Goon 0 44.32

A-GRADE Pts %
Dalyston 28 178.85
Bunyip 24 214.36
Kor-Bena 20 153.08
Tooradin-Dal 20 127.57
Warragul Indus 16 136.25
Phillip Island 12 101.15
Cora Lynn 12 92.56
Nar Nar Goon 12 73.05
I-Kongwak 12 70.38
Koo Wee Rup 12 68.53
Garfield 0 45.38
Kilcunda Bass 0 0.00

TO BE ADVISED

SOUTHERN GIPPSLAND  
JUNIOR FOOTBALL COMPETITION

Round 8, Sunday June 20 

YOUTH GIRLS FOOTBALL COMPETITION
Round 6, Sunday June 20 

Phillip Island Red v Korumburra Bena
Leongatha Yellow v Kilcunda Bass

Korumburra - Bena v Phillip Island

Continued from page 23
From here the Power took con-

trol of the quarter with some good 
football through the middle.

Cohen Maynard provided some 
excellent pressure with lots of 
tackles and Nash Hornsby got his 
head over the ball and was reward-
ed for his efforts.

The second quarter saw the mag-
nets thrown around and the Reds 
dominated the quarter with the 
backline barely required.

Archie Williams drove the ball 
into the forward line along with 
Kane Patton.

Flynn Doig and Will Patton got 

busy at the fall of the ball and if 
it wasn’t for the two goal keepers 
employed by the Power then many 
goals may have been scored.

The third quarter was much like 
the second except this time it was 
Wonthaggi in complete control.

The backline stood up to the 
pressure with Declan Dickson tak-
ing marks and applying tackles.

All the players are learning how 
to be accountable for their oppo-
nent in defence.

Zac Basterfield found himself in 
some tough contests and stood up 
to the pressure.

Nobody told the players that you 

actually change direction in a new 
quarter with both teams confused 
about which way they were going.

After it all settled down, Dustin Na-
ismith continued to play a great cap-
tain’s game by leading from the front.

Again, the bulldogs piled on the 
points to accompany another goal 
to Taj Piera.

It was a close encounter, with the 
human scoreboards (the kids) all 
having different results.

Well done P.I. Red, keep up the 
good work and keep having fun.

Best: Dustin Naismith, Zac 
Basterfield, Declan Dickson and 
Nash Hornsby.

Despite restrictions being 
eased, senior football is still not 
going ahead.

Under the latest restrictions, se-
nior teams can return to training 
and competition – as long as they 
don’t play any matches with met-
ropolitan based teams.

And that rules out the Phillip 
Island Football Netball Club, said 
president Chris Ross.

“Unfortunately the new restric-
tions haven’t changed in a way 
our senior football or netball can 
resume playing, but we are able to 
have full contact training though , 
which is something.

“With our Saturday juniors 
playing in the West Gippsland 
Football Netball Competition, 
they also are not playing because 
six of our competitor clubs are 
from the Cardinia Shire which is 
classed as  Melbourne metro.”

Without the regular games, the 
club is starting to feel the pinch 
financially as well.

“Up until now we have had 
some financial impact with our 
social rooms being closed so we 
have missed out on meals and bar 
sales,” Chris said.

“Unfortunately this long week-
end was to be our Golfball Drop 
which is an incredible fundraiser 
and it’s been postponed until fur-
ther notice.”

Chris said the club had its fin-
gers crossed for a return to play 
on June 19.

Uncertain future
Community Clubs Victoria 

(CCV) said the future of regional 
community clubs is in jeopardy 
and is calling on the government 
to provide a clear roadmap for 
managing future outbreaks.

The organisation represents 
not-for-profit clubs from small 
volunteer-based sporting clubs, 
through to large clubs with multi-
million-dollar turnovers.

It says lockdowns and restric-

tions create an unsustainable 
operating environment for com-
munity clubs, and the lack of 
transparency is putting immense 
pressure on already struggling 
clubs.

CCV CEO, Andrew Lloyd, says 
the current approach has created 
a culture of uncertainty that im-
pacts clubs and the communities 
they service long after lockdowns 
and restrictions have been lifted.

“Many of our regional clubs 
have been operating at a signifi-
cant loss under recent restric-
tions, despite being hundreds of 
kilometres away from the nearest 
case and having robust CovidSafe 
plans in place,” Mr Lloyd said.

“With several experts warning 
that we’ll likely see sporadic out-
breaks in the future, we need to 
be given some insights into how 
these will be managed. Without 
that, there’s no light at the end of 
the tunnel and there’s no way for 
regional community clubs and 

businesses to confidently prepare 
for the future.”

He said community clubs were 
not-for-profit enterprises, invest-
ing everything they earn back 
into their mission to service their 
local communities.

“From fundraising and offer-
ing free meals to those in need, 
through to the mental health 
benefits of being a part of a car-
ing community, community clubs 
play an integral role in their local 
regions.

“These restrictions are not only 
hurting clubs but are handicap-
ping what they can do for their 
local communities, at a time when 
it’s needed more than ever.

“We implore the Victorian gov-
ernment and the Chief Health Of-
ficer to take a measured approach 
to restrictions in regional Victoria 
and to provide clubs with a clear 
strategy moving forward, so they 
can continue servicing their com-
munities into the future.”

Tuesday, June 8 – Thursday, June 
10: No golf competition due to Covid.

Saturday, June 12 – Men’s 18 
Hole Stableford.

Winner was Mark Hill H/c (21) 
with 37 points from Max Disher 
H/c (16) with 36 points on a count-
back from Gerard Ferrari H/c (13) 
also with 36 points.

Ladies 18 Hole Stableford: Win-
ner was Dianne Gray H/c (23) with 
30 points from Wendy Hopkins H/c 
(30) with 29 points.

Men’s and Ladies 9 Hole Stabl-
eford: Winner was Patrick Owens 
H/c (24) with 20 points from Mal-
colm MacArthur H/c (29) with 17 
points.

Next week’s game – Men’s 
Monthly Medal – Stroke: Congrat-
ulations to Craig Southern on his 
Hole in One on the 5th!

Monday, June 14 – Ladies 18 
Hole Stableford: Winner was Jan-
ice Daff H/c (36) with 41 points 
from Rhonda Boyd H/c (19) with 
35 points.

Men’s 18 Hole Stableford: Win-
ner was Adrian O’Gorman H/c (10) 
with 44 points from Mario Amato 
H/c (16) with 40 points on a count-
back from Sean Ambler H/c (18) 
also with 40 points.

Congratulations also to Ian Bray 
winner of the 9 Hole Laurie Cook 
Memorial Honour Board Event 
with 55 points.

This event was held earlier this 
month.

No reprieve for footy
Craig Southern scored a Hole in 
One on the 5th on Saturday at 
the Phillip Island golf course.

Phillip 
Island golf

Charlie O’Garey tries to escape a great tackle from the “absolute girl gun of a player from Wonthaggi”.

U14s Harrison Carlon gets the ball away under 
pressure.

Will Peppard charges away leaving no possibility 
of anyone catching him at Wonthaggi in the U14s 
game on Sunday.

Island junior footballers dominate

SPORT
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633
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WE HAVE QUALITY  
TENANTS WAITING

RENTAL  
PROPERTIES 
URGENTLY 
WANTED

640 VENTNOR ROAD, VENTNOR

Auction Saturday 19th June  
@ 2pm if not sold prior
• ‘Ventnor Park’ situated on 5 acres
• 4 bedrooms plus self-contained unit
• Price Range – $1,380,000 to $1,500,000

$560,000 TO $590,000
• Federation style on situated on a large  

663m2 block (approx.)
• 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms
• Rear covered deck perfect for entertaining

40 BOOBOOK GROVE, COWES

$1,100,000 TO $1,200,000
• Luxurious living set on an  

879m2 (approx.) allotment
• 4 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/2 cars
• Fully enclosed alfresco with built in bbq and 

outdoor kitchen

 WE HAVE  
CASH BUYERS 

READY TO  
PURCHASE  

NOW!

P H I L L I P  I S L A N D  &  S A N  R E M O

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local
newsagency

U14s Red
The nonstop drizzle did not 

dampen the spirits of our Phillip 
Island Bulldogs U14 Reds return 
to play on Sunday against Wont-
haggi, at Wonthaggi.

Nor did the absolute girl gun of 
a player for Wonthaggi, although 
she gave it a red-hot shot!

The PI Reds were all class and 
played an exceptional game.

The team-fi rst mentality was a 
pleasure to watch.

The defensive pressure, overlap 
run in ball movement, leading for-
ward play and switching play, led 
the boys to a comfortable win 0-63.

Special mention to our bottom 
age players for stepping up their 
contributions and toughness.

Best: Archie Ross, Harrison 
Carlon, Noah Forrest Mabilia and 
Isaac Savona.

Goals: Archie Ross, Finn O’Brien, 
Charlie O’Garey, Will Peppard, 
Cooper Walton and Will Hill.

U12s Red
After a few byes and Covid lock-

downs, the Under 12s Red were fi -
nally back playing footy.

It was a cold and wet start to the 
Sunday morning, but the Red team 
were up and about and ready to go.

A quick start saw Felix Bathgate 
and Jacko Allan kick goals in the 

fi rst quarter.
First class service in the ruck 

from Sunny Steiner, gave Sam 
O’Garey and Caleb Cantwell fi rst 
use out of the middle to get it going 
our way.

The second quarter started as 

the fi rst ended with great ruck 
work from Joe Kelsey giving Zack 
Hughes great opportunity to get 
the ball to our forwards.

A goal each to Caleb Cantwell 
and Sunny Steiner helped us to a 
great fi rst half lead.

With the rain still around in the 
third, scoring was hard to come by.

A goal to Sam O’Garey kept the 
score board ticking over.

Incredible pressure and tackling 
by Jack Mascaros really helped the 
team stay on top.

Archer Bailey was everywhere 
down back making sure no easy 
goals were coming for Wonthaggi.

Angus Mclure was a great target 
down forward having a hand in 
helping Sam Fairthorne kicking 
his fi rst goal for the season.

The fourth quarter, the team took 
their foot off the pedal with Won-
thaggi kicking three last quarter 
goals.

U12s Red showed great compo-
sure and hung on for a great win 
39-28.

Thanks for all the parents that 
helped out in the cold wet condi-
tions, it’s much appreciated.

Well done team! Go Red!

U10s Red
The Red bulldog pups ventured 

over to Wonthaggi and were greet-
ed by light rain which excited ev-
eryone concerned.

The players jumped out of 
the gate and quickly had a goal 
through some clever work from 
Taj Piera.

Continued page 23

While last week’s storm brought 
plenty of chaos and destruction, it 
also provided some incredible op-
portunities for local surfers.

Photographer Mark Sedgman 
was at Flynns Beach and Right 
Point last Monday and Wednesday 
and captured Jonathon Bouillir 
from Surftrax windsurfi ng, as the 
island was buffeted by near gale-
force winds.

A kitesurfer was out as well test-
ing his mettle against the elements, 
and Mark snapped shots of both 
surfers in action.

Jonathon said the waves were 
probably around seven foot and 
were “a bit of a treat” for the ex-
windsurfi ng champion and mad-
keen extreme sportsman.

“I like the stormy conditions,” he 
said.

“When we get the combination of 
offshore waves and strong, consis-
tent wind, we are in our element.

“Windsurfers like the super 
strong wind.”

He said conditions last week could 
be dangerous and only experienced 
surfers should be out in the water.

“My fi rst run took me right out 
into the channel, where the waves 
were eight or nine feet.

“It can be dangerous and with 
the wind offshore, you can easily 
end up in trouble.”

After his epic windsurf adven-
ture, Jonathon said he took about 
three or four days to recover.

“I was quite pleased to stay home 
and take it easy.”

Surftrax offers surf and stand-
up paddle board lessons for all lev-
els. www.surftrax.com.au

Island junior footballers dominate

U14s Red Cooper Walton takes on Wonthaggi opponent in the wet 
conditions.

Riders 
on the storm

Jonathon Bouillir from Surftrax took advantage of the solid swell and windy conditions last week. Photo by Mark Sedgman.
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