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Troy Joyner and Fabio Contu were 
the unsung heroes on board Malay-
sian Airline Flight MH 128 back in 
2017, when a passenger stormed to-
ward the cockpit, threatening to blow 
up the plane.

The two friends were heading off 
for an Indonesian surfi ng holiday 
together and had been in the air less 
than ten minutes, when the drama 
unfolded.

They were the fi rst to spring into 
action, in response to a cry for help 
from a stewardess, tackling the man 
to the fl oor and restraining him.

On Tuesday, Troy and Fabio’s brav-
ery was recognised in this year’s 
Australian Bravery Decorations List.

The drama in the air that took 
place that night occurred as passen-
gers were settling in for the night 
fl ight from Melbourne to Kuala Lum-
pur, and was terrifying for those on 
board.

Ten minutes into the ascent, a man 
stood up and started running to-
wards the front of the plane, saying 

he had a bomb and he was taking it 
to the pilot.

Initially Troy and Fabio sat 
stunned, as they heard the cabin 
crew speaking in a language they 
could not understand but with panic 
in their voice.

“A minute later, the man came run-
ning back towards us. Fab and I knew 
it was serious; we both feared for our 
lives,” said Troy as he recounted the 
details to the Advertiser back in 2017.

“At that point a female stewardess 
told the bomber to stop and put her-
self in the aisle, blocking his path-
way, and yelling out for help.

“We didn’t need any more instruc-
tion.

“Fab and I jumped out of our seats.
“I grabbed him by the neck and put 

him in a choker hold. Fab was right 
behind me and grabbed him around 
the torso.”

Fabio ripped a black device off from 
under the man’s shirt and passed it to 
a nearby passenger and checked to 
make sure he wasn’t holding a trig-

ger mechanism.
Other passengers then leapt up to 

help secure the man, while the pilot 
turned the plane around and made 
an emergency landing back in Mel-
bourne.

“Watching on, all I could think 
about was that I may never see my 
wife and two boys again. We thought 
we were going to die,” Troy said.

“We didn’t have time to think. We 
didn’t need to talk to each other. We 
just did what we had to do,” Fabio ex-
plained,

Troy and Fabio were showered with 
gratitude by the other passengers, 
once they eventually disembarked.

They did not see themselves as he-
roes at the time, “just blokes doing 
what needed to be done”.

Lasting impact
Putting the stress and the trauma 

behind them, they went on to board 
the rescheduled fl ight, and continued 
on with their surfi ng trip.

While the threat was later uncov-

ered as a hoax, at the time it was very 
real to everyone on board.

Troy’s wife Shar was not surprised 
at the actions of her husband, who 
she describes as a very selfl ess and 
caring person, who would not hesi-
tate to help anyone in trouble.

But she found it hard to come to 
grips with thoughts of what might 
have happened.

She said Troy was apprehensive 
about boarding another plane, im-
mediately after what had happened.

He has fl own a number of trips 
since the incident, but says he no lon-
ger sleeps well on a plane.

“I always have one eye open, just to 
keep an eye on things.”

Fabio’s partner Nina was also not 
remotely surprised that he acted as 
he did.

“He is a selfl ess and protective per-
son. I am extremely proud of his ac-
tions,” she said at the time.

The incident has also had an effect 
on Fabio.

He now scans the crowd in the 

waiting lounge at the airport when 
he fl ies … which is something he did 
not do before.

But both men said this week that 
the effect is minor.

The bravery of Troy, a plumber who 
now works across at Hastings, com-
muting each day from San Remo, 
and Fabio, who is a Bass Coast Shire 
Roads Manager, has been formally 
recognised in this year’s Australian 
Bravery Decorations List, which was 
announced on Tuesday.

Both men have received a Com-
mendation for Brave Conduct and a 
Group Bravery Citation for their role 
in restraining the man.

Speaking to the Advertiser on Tues-
day, Troy and Fabio said that it was 
both an honour and privilege to be 
recognised in this year’s Australian 
Bravery Decorations list, and that to 
actually be presented with a national 
bravery award was very humbling.

But to be able to receive it along-
side a best mate makes it that extra 
bit special, both said.

Troy Joyner at home with his wife Shar and sons Hugo, Ziggy and Otis, after learning he had been recognised in The Australian Bravery Decorations list, with a Commendation for 
Brave Conduct and a Group Bravery Citation.

Surfi ng heroes’ 
bravery recognised
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Beach lovers have been 
warned to take care in the 
water and while out walking 
after reports of bluebottles 
around Phillip Island’s coast.

Cowes resident Trish Cerini 
said she was walking on the 
sand in February when she 
walked on a suspected blue-
bottle, which left two punc-
ture marks on her foot and 
she was raced to the Health 
Hub.

“The doctor saved my life 
by injecting me with the right 
injections,” Trish said.

“I had a massive headache, 
ears swelled, body rash, 
heart raced and I became 
paralysed, I could not move. 
They couldn’t find a pulse in 
my foot and started talking 

sepsis. I am so appreciative 
of our island’s hub.

“Toxicology at the Dan-
denong Hospital said they 
couldn’t identify what it was 
other than something that 
has gone from the tropics to 
here.

“I wear thongs now on the 
beach … be very careful as I 
could not see what bit me.”

Last week a Surf Beach res-
ident posted this picture on 
social media, while another 
commented they saw a dead 
bluebottle the previous week 
at Berrys Beach.

One resident said the jel-
lyfish, also known as Portu-
guese man-of-war, arrive on 
the island with a prolonged 
easterly wind.

If stung by a bluebottle: 
Find a place to rest with 
someone who can watch over 
you; don’t rub the stung area; 
wash off remaining tentacles 
with saltwater and rinse the 
stung area well.

If possible, immerse the 
stung area in hot water at a 
comfortable temperature, 
with research showing 40C 
will relieve pain after 10 min-
utes.

For most, the pain from a 
bluebottle sting will fade in 
one to two hours, however 
some beach goers can suffer 
anaphylactic shock from a 
bluebottle sting.

Call triple zero if symptoms 
persist or if allergic reaction 
begins.

The jury in the Supreme 
Court trial for alleged mur-
derer Adrian Basham will visit 
Phillip Island to view evidence.

This follows the first day of 
the trial yesterday, when Jus-
tice Lesley Ann Taylor pro-
vided opening remarks to the 
12-member jury, explaining a 
visit to Phillip Island would be 
required to see “relevant plac-
es” related to evidence.

Counsel for the Crown Na-
nette Rogers made opening 
remarks, outlining the case 
against Mr Basham, who is ac-
cused of killing the mother of 
their three children, Saman-
tha Fraser, 38, at her Cowes 
garage on July 23, 2018.

Ms Rogers told the court 
DNA evidence taken from the 
crime scene – including from 
the knot behind a hangman’s 
noose – would be presented to 
the court in coming weeks.

She said the DNA profile was 
“100 billion times more likely” 
to be contributed from the ac-
cused than any other person.

She said multiple witnesses, 
including friends, family, po-
lice and health workers, would 
present evidence that the de-
ceased was frightened of the 
accused, who she believed was 
tracking her movements via a 
location app prior to her death 
and that Mr Basham was “like-

ly to become vindictive”.
Ms Rogers said Ms Fraser 

had celebrated her birthday in 
the days before her death and 
had told her boyfriend that in 
2017 on her birthday she had 
wanted to take her own life.

“When he (her boyfriend) 
asked how she would remem-
ber this birthday (2018) she 
had replied “a wonderful be-
ginning of a new stage of life,” 
Ms Rogers said.

Counsel for the accused 
Ashley Halphen said Mr Bash-
am had pleaded not guilty to 
the single count of murder.

He said the defence was not 
disputing that Mr Basham was 
in Ms Fraser’s garage on July 
23, 2018 – in breach of an in-
tervention order – and had in-
flicted “a number of non-fatal 
injuries on her body”.

Mr Halphen said the defence 
was arguing that Ms Fraser 
was alive when Mr Basham 
left the garage, alleging she 
had instead suicided.

“The issue is whether Mr 
Basham’s actions went further 
and beyond causing those in-
juries,” he said.

“This trial is more a who 
done it more than anything 
else.

“He categorically denies kill-
ing Samantha Fraser.”

Mr Halphen said Mr Basham 

was not present on any of the 
occasions Ms Fraser had dis-
cussed their relationship with 
friends or health workers and 
so “was not in a position to re-
spond to what was said”.

Justice Taylor explained to 
the jury the law presumed Mr 
Basham was innocent unless 
and until he’s proven guilty.

“The law does not require 
Mr Basham to demonstrate 
he’s innocent,” Justice Taylor 
said.

“The law requires the pros-
ecution to prove he’s guilty be-
yond reasonable doubt.”

She explained the jury must 
find the accused guilty on four 
elements: the accused com-
mitted the act that caused the 
victim’s death; that act was 
consciously, voluntarily and 
deliberately done; the act was 
committed while intending to 
kill the victim or cause serious 
injury; and the accused killed 
the victim without a lawful ex-
cuse such as self-defence.

R v Adrian Basham is being 
held in court 11 and all media 
have been requested to view 
proceedings online, because of 
Covid restrictions. Mr Basham 
cannot be viewed online.

Mr Basham is also facing 
another set of charges which 
cannot be reported due a sup-
pression order.

The developers of a proposed five-storey, 
$12 million hotel in Cowes’ main street are 
appealing at VCAT, after Bass Coast Shire 
councillors last year rejected the planning 
permit.

More than 20 objectors to the proposal last 
week received notification the developers 
were taking the shire to a compulsory confer-
ence on April 7.

If the matter is not settled it will then go to a 
hearing on July 20.

Objectors now must decide whether they 
want to pay a fee to appear as a party to the 
VCAT dispute.

Island Voice’s Linda Marston said members 
would meet to decide whether to be a party.

“Island Voice is very disappointed to see this 
decision has gone before VCAT,” Ms Marston 
said.

“We believe Bass Coast Shire councillors de-
cision was correct and it was a good decision 
for the community.

“We are willing to represent the views of the 
overwhelming number of community mem-
bers who voiced their objection to this develop-
ment. No one we have spoken to supported it.”

The proposal for 85 Thompson Avenue 
included 11 apartments, six retail shops at 
ground level, a hotel with a lobby, gym, and 
swimming pool.

The plan was for a 19-metre high building 
– three storeys higher than current planning 
laws allow.

It also sought to cut 46 car parks – a waiver 
on half the legally-required parking. A traffic 
assessment provided by developers measured 
2016 traffic levels and found parking demand 
could be accommodated by nearby supermar-
kets, on-street car parking, and the transit 
centre car park.

Shire planning officers last December rec-
ommended councillors refuse the develop-
ment because the five-storey height was a 
“strong contrast” to surrounding two-storey 
Thompson Avenue buildings and failed “to 
contribute to the creation of a coherent coastal 
village character”.

“The proposal fundamentally fails to recog-
nise the strong sense of place and identity of 
Cowes,” shire planners said.

Councillors agreed the development was too 
high and would “unreasonably” put pressure 
on surrounding Cowes car parking.

Planners objected to the developers’ traffic 
assessment and parking options, adding the 
hotel did not demonstrate environmental best 
practice.

The proposal for a 46-room hotel with indoor pool, gym and dining rooms, 11 apartments 
and six new shops was rejected by council and will now go to the Victorian Civil and Ad-
ministrative Tribunal.

Basham trial underway

Rejected Cowes hotel  
development goes to VCAT

Bluebottle warning
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A proposed camping and caravan 
park at Forrest Caves has been re-
jected by VCAT, who found it would 
be at “odds” with Phillip Island’s 
“wild, back-to-nature experience”.

For six years the controversial 
park plan has been proposed for 8ha 
at 1285 Phillip Island Road, with a 
planning permit for a 266-site cara-
van park development originally 
lodged in 2016.

The latest plans for “Surf Park Phil-
lip Island” proposed 177 camp sites – 
including 26 caravan sites, 37 large 
camp sites and 114 tent sites – as well 
as a reception building, two ameni-
ties blocks, and caretaker’s residence.

These plans received 59 objec-
tions and went to VCAT last Octo-
ber because the shire failed to make 
a decision on the application within 
the statutory timeframe, with coun-
cillors later rejecting the plans be-
cause the park would be “culpable” 
to build.

The Victorian Civil and Admin-
istrative Tribunal last Wednesday 
handed down its findings, saying 
the proposal was not acceptable be-
cause of its impacts on the environ-
ment.

Senior VCAT member Laurie 
Hewet said the caravan park would 
be “an anomaly to what tourists and 
residents on Phillip Island would 
expect and seek to enjoy”.

“The effects of the proposal on 
landscape and environmental mat-
ters produce an accumulation of im-
pacts, that by themselves, may not 
result in significant detriment, but 
cumulatively, create impacts that 
are not acceptable,” Mr Hewet said.

He said while the land, zoned 
farming, was already cleared for 
agriculture and any further vegeta-
tion removal would be small, this 

was “one of a number of elements, 
that cumulatively demonstrate the 
impacts of the proposal begin to 
outweigh its benefits from a net 
community benefit perspective”.

Mr Hewet was concerned “state 
significant” views would be impact-
ed, despite the developers propos-
ing adding mounded land and more 
vegetation.

“The site is located on the nar-
rowest part of Phillip Island where 
views to both Bass Strait and West-
ern Port Bay are limited. Hence, 
these types of views and of this 
landscape character are highly val-
ued.

“We find the presence of the camp-
ing and caravan park in the fore-
ground of a view towards Western 
Port will diminish this experience 

irrespective of proposed mounding 
and landscaping.”

Mr Hewet said the proposal would 
impact short-tailed shearwaters, 
but he was less concerned about 
hooded plovers and the eastern 
barred bandicoot.

Traffic, tourism
In their submissions, most objec-

tors argued the proposed caravan 
park would invite serious traffic ac-
cidents.

In a surprise to those objectors, Mr 
Hewet did not agree, saying he was 
satisfied with evidence presented at 
the VCAT hearing that indicated the 
development would “not contribute 
unacceptably to increased traffic 
volumes and vehicle movements on 
Phillip Island Road”.

“Our decision to refuse the appli-
cation is not predicated on our as-
sessment of the proposal’s traffic 
impacts,” he said.

He agreed there was policy sup-
port for a caravan park to “address 
an identified short fall in short term 
accommodation on Phillip Island 
during the peak tourist season”, but 
those benefits “must be balanced 
against” environmental protection.

Mr Hewet agreed with Bass 
Coast Shire representatives that 
given Bass Coast’s declaration as 
a Distinctive Areas and Landscape 
(DAL) the development would “un-
dermine” the landscape.

He did not agree with the devel-
oper’s argument that other non-ur-
ban developments such as the Cape 
Kitchen restaurant and new spa re-

sort under construction, the Nation-
al Vietnam Veterans Museum and 
the Phillip Island airport already 
impacted on the landscape.

Seven objectors were part of the 
VCAT case, including the Phillip Island 
Conservation Society and the Bass 
Coast branch of the National Trust.

Many objectors last year argued 
Forrest Caves was a dangerous un-
patrolled beach, with large rips that 
are “often not visible”, and “one of 
the most treacherous stretches of 
beach on the whole of Phillip Island”.

This issue was not addressed at 
VCAT.

There was just one submission 
last year in support of the park plan.

Van plan canned

The latest plans for the proposed 
177 camp sites – including 26 
caravan sites, 37 large camp sites 
and 114 tent sites – as well as a 
reception building, two amenities 
blocks, and caretakers residence.

VCAT has rejected a proposal to build a camping and caravan park on this land at Forrest Caves. While the 
land is already cleared for agriculture and any further vegetation removal would be small, the impacts of the 
proposal outweighed its benefits “from a net community benefit perspective” VCAT said.
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Council Update
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Have your say: Communications and Engagement Strategy

Renewable Energy Celebration and Drop-in Session

Road closures Cowes: Thursday 16 March

We're reviewing our Communications and Engagement Strategy and we want to hear 
from you. This review is your opportunity to tell us how you would like to hear from 
us, how often and the types of information we can provide to keep you updated. We 
also want to know what we need to do differently, or keep doing, when it comes to 
engagement. You can fill out our survey online at www.engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au or 
paper copies are available at any of our Customer Service Centres. We're also holding 
pop-up sessions where you can come and have a chat on:
Thursday, 17 March  
• Inverloch: Inverloch Community Hub, 16 A’Beckett St, 9.30am to 11.30am 
• Wonthaggi: Apex Park, Graham Street, 1.00pm to 3.00pm 
Friday, 18 March 
• Inverloch Expo: Inverloch Community Hub, 16 A’Beckett Street, 4.00pm to 7.00pm 
Tuesday, 22 March 
• Kilcunda: 3535 Bass Highway (Kilcunda General Store) from 10.00am to 2.00pm 

We're inviting the community to celebrate the completion of the solar energy project 
at the Coronet Bay Community Hall and participate in a renewable engergy drop-in 
session. The session will give community groups, small businesses and individuals the 
opportunity to talk to representatives from Council, Gippsland Community Power 
Hub, Energy Innovation Co-operative, Totally Renewable Phillip Island, Climate Change 
Network and Island Energy, to learn more about available grants, renewable energy and 
sustainability
When: Tuesday, 29 March at 11.00am, drop in session from 11.30am
Where: Coronet Bay Community Hall, 39a Gellibrand Street, Coronet Bay.
For more information please contact our Cemetaries and Council Committees Officer 
on the numbers below.

Changed traffic conditions will be in place in Cowes for the Shannon’s Motorsport 
Street Party on Thursday, 17 March:
• The Esplanade will be closed between Warley and Bass Avenues from 3.00pm until 

8.30pm
• Thompson Avenue will be closed between Chapel Street and The Esplanade from 

3.00pm to 8.30pm 
• The event will begin at 5.30pm 

Don’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

The State MP for Bass has acknowledged the 
business case for a car ferry needed to be “re-
visited through a 2022 lens”.

MP Jordan Crugnale was responding to con-
cerns, detailed in the Advertiser last month, by 
the Phillip Island Conservation Society (PICS), 
who wrote a letter to the infrastructure and in-
vestment department director, the head of In-
frastructure Victoria, Ms Crugnale and Bass 
Coast Shire CEO and councillors.

In the letter, PICS president Jeff Nottle 
urged the government not to simply accept the 
“flawed” 2018 business case.

“We write to ensure your department fully 
understands the lack of rigour in the business 
case it has chosen to carry forward,” Mr Nottle 
wrote.

“The car ferry is most likely unviable regard-
less of whether the terminal is located at the site 

proposed in the 2018 business case or at Cowes 
jetty.”

Ms Crugnale responded saying the original 
business case was “pertinent at the time that it 
was done in 2018 and it’s clear that things have 
changed in that time”. 

“The business case for connecting this com-
munity with the Mornington Peninsula, as well 
as a car ferry being an iconic touring route from 
the Great Ocean Road to Gippsland is some-
thing that should be re-visited through a 2022 
lens,” she replied.

As reported in the Advertiser, Bass Coast 
Shire will soon appoint a consultant to lead a 
new feasibility study, after the state govern-
ment announced $200,000 funding to investi-
gate the Cowes jetty as a possible location for a 
car ferry terminal.

The shire said the new study would include fi-

nancial analysis, but be based on the 2018 busi-
ness case, which advocated for a 205m-long ter-
minal jetty; a 30-car capacity car ferry, a ticket 
price of $60 per car, at a total cost of more than 
$80 million.

The letter includes the 2018 PICS submission 
into the car ferry, offering economic analysis.

At the time PICS was not the only organisa-
tion to question figures in the business case, 
with the Nature Parks also writing the business 
case had over-stated the economic benefits.

Councillor responses
Cr David Rooks responded to the PICS let-

ter saying the car ferry had been a state gov-
ernment initiative “for many years now” and 
“there hasn’t been strong community support 
over that period”.

“I understand the community may be frus-

trated with another feasibility study,” Cr Rooks 
said.

“I have read the PICS response to the 2018 
business case and they make some strong 
points against it.

“Through the consultation process of this 
feasibility study, I have confidence in the com-
munity to determine if the 2018 business case 
is still relevant and if they support the car ferry 
terminal at the Cowes jetty.”

Cr Rooks added the final outcome of the feasi-
bility study would be presented to the state gov-
ernment for their further consideration.

Cr Ronnie Bauer said he “accepted the busi-
ness case was flawed” and any car ferry would 
require government subsidies.

“It’s like the Grand Prix. As long as money 
flows in from government it will work,” Cr Bau-
er said.

“I accept the rebuttal of the business case by 
PICS but the car ferry is integral to the tourist 
strategy of the state so they will pursue it. The 
whole idea is it’s a state-wide tourist strategy, 
the missing link.”

Cr Bauer said it was also important to have 
emergency evacuation if the bridge was ever 
closed.

He added that he supported environmental 
studies, especially to ensure Cowes front beach 
“isn’t washed away” and beaches either side 
weren’t impacted.

Mayor Michael Whelan said he could not 
comment as an Island Ward councillor, given 
he was now mayor and representing the shire.

However, at the 2018 council meeting Cr 
Whelan voted against the motion to support 
“in principle” a car ferry, and investigate the 
Cowes jetty as a more suitable location.

At that time he received applause when argu-
ing the “environment is the economy” and the 
business case failed to convince him of the eco-
nomic benefits.

“I take the view that so many people love the 
island, but the island is not loved,” he said.

“We have over-developed it … Local coun-
cil pays a high proportion of visitor costs but 
a high proportion of that benefits businesses 
outside the region and that is a fundamental 
structural problem.”

Councillors say they accept the business case was flawed and a car ferry would require government subsidies. An artist’s impression of the Cowes to Stony Point car ferry in the 2018 
business case.

MP, councillors respond to car ferry concerns
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Community Bank
San Remo, Cowes and Grantville & District
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Communityyy Bank
San Remo, Coweweweewewes and Grantville & District

You're invited!
Community Bank Sponsorship 
Information Evening
We would like to invite your volunteer Community or Sporting Group to 
the 2022 Sponsorship Information Evening. We'll be imparting lots of info 
on how to apply for sponsorship in 2022, and beyond!

Tea, coffee and light refreshments provided. 

When Tuesday April 5th, 2022

Time 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Where

RSVP

Phillip Island Bowls Club, Cowes

By Friday April 1st; email: 
admin@srdfs.com.au or pop in to 
your local branch at San Remo, 
Cowes or Grantville.

Roadside maintenance on Phillip 
Island is lacking, according to one 
local resident.

Brian Arnold said he has been 
complaining for years about the 
state of roadsides across the island, 
without success.

Now that the council is reviewing 
its Road Management Plan, Brian 
wants things to change.

He’s particularly concerned about 
the roadsides on the Rhyll-Newhav-
en and Cowes-Rhyll roads.

Although there have been reviews 
of the speed limit on those roads, 
including research on wildlife road-
kill, Brian doesn’t believe speed is 
the issue.

“They don’t keep the grass cut on 
the side of the road,” he said.

“The animals have got no hope. 
Speed isn’t what is killing them, 
people can’t see them.”

He said dead trees have been left 
hanging on the edge of the road for 
up to two years.

“There’s one section on the Rhyll-
Newhaven Road where there are 
limbs hanging everywhere.

“No one comes along and picks 
them up. They shouldn’t need a re-
view to deal with this. It’s just com-
mon sense. Leaving the branches 
there is dangerous.”

Brian is also calling on the Cow-
es-Rhyll Road to be widened, to im-
prove the safety for bike riders.

Tourism
He said the lack of roadside main-

tenance is at odds with council say-
ing Phillip Island is a major tourist 
attraction.

“We’re supposed to be one of the 
biggest tourist attractions in Aus-
tralia,” he said.

“There’s a difference between be-
ing natural and being safe and pre-
sented in a tidy manner.”

Brian wrote to council just before 

Christmas again raising his con-
cerns about trees hanging over the 
roadsides.

“They got back to me and said yes, 
they’d been reviewing them.

“They do what they call “habitat 
the trees”, which means leaving the 
trees and some branches for the 
small critters, but no foliage.

“They should pull them down and 
get rid of them.”

Review
Bass Coast Shire Council is cur-

rently reviewing its Road Manage-

ment Plan, with feedback open until 
March 25.

The plan sets out the standards by 
which council maintains public roads 
and footpaths, including roadside 
vegetation, as well as stating the in-
tervals needed between inspections 
and what is considered a hazard.

“The purpose of the review is to 
ensure our service levels are appro-
priate and in line with community 
expectations,” the council states on 
its website.

“Tell us what you would like to see 
– new standards, current standards 

maintained or changes to current 
standards.”

Island Voice said while response 
times for investigating and repair-
ing local roads seems reasonable on 
paper, the state of local roads told 
another story.

“The simple fact that council 
roads are becoming increasingly 
pot-holed or have been repaired so 
often they look like quilts, indicates 
either the response timeframes or 
the repairs conducted are inade-
quate,” Linda Marston from Island 
Voice said.

“Island Voice believes that council 
should re-evaluate the whole pro-
cess of road and pathway mainte-
nance in Bass Coast.

“There is no indication there is 
any recording and analysis of the 
frequency of defects being reported 
on certain roads.

“Based on personal experience, I 
can say many repairs to dirt roads 
last until the fi rst rain, or a heavy 
truck passes over them, which can 
be as soon as one day after repairs.

“We wonder how can this be more 
cost effective than spray sealing a 
surface?”

Island Voice has questioned the 
standard of current repair work, 
saying it required monitoring to ac-
curately assess if it was suitable.

“Without such monitoring how 
can council ensure that repairs are 
of an appropriate standard and last 
a reasonable period of time?”

Linda said Island Voice was also 
concerned if the program provided 
value for money for ratepayers, 
and if the “Class 3 Shire Blend” 
of crushed rock used on unsealed 
roads was creating more dust issues 
for residents.

It is calling for fi re prevention 
works on roadside vegetation be in-
cluded in the plan, as it “presents a 
signifi cant risk if they are not under-
taken when required, especially as 
roads provide the only viable evacu-
ation routes off of Phillip Island”.

To read more about the review 
or make a submission, go to www.
basscoast.vic.gov.au/ser vices/
roads-footpaths/road-manage-
ment-plan-2017-review.

Submissions close March 25.
The review does not cover stan-

dards for road constructions. Major 
and arterial roads (such as Phillip 
Island Road) are managed by the 
Department of Transport and are 
not covered by the plan.

Not a roadside a� raction

Resident Brian Arnold said dead trees have been left hanging on the edge of the Rhyll-Newhaven Road for up 
to two years.”Leaving the branches there is dangerous.”
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JOIN OUR CUSTOMER FORUMS

Share your thoughts about 
the services and projects 
you want us to deliver, 
and the prices you pay.

Get paid* to share your views about 
your water services.

You don’t need any special knowledge or 
expertise to get involved, just a voice and  
a willingness to participate.

Online Customer Forums:
- Monday 4 April, 6.30pm–9.30pm  
  (Climate Change focus)

- Thursday 7 April, 9.30am–12.30pm 
  (Water Quality & Taste focus)

Register by 31 March:
Online - westernportwater.com.au/haveyoursay
Call - 1300 720 711 
Questions - communications@westernportwater.com.au

* Participants can choose between a bill credit or a  
   Phillip Island Nature Parks Family Pass.

By Westernport Water

Water quality, climate change 
and affordable prices are the top 
issues customers want us to focus 
on according to customer feedback 
collected as part of our water price 
review consultation.

From September to December 
2021, more than one thousand peo-
ple shared their views about water 
quality, wastewater services, water 
prices and what they expect from 
their water provider.

“Customers have been pretty clear 
about their priority areas for West-
ernport Water,” said Westernport 
Water’s Managing Director, Dona 
Tantirimudalige.

“We understand these concerns 
and we have built out targeted pro-
posals to address the improvements 
customers are seeking.”

Customer insights revealed a strong 
desire for improvements to drinking 
water taste, more affordable bills and 
action on climate change.

With these topics in mind, we’re 
inviting customers to get involved 
in the next phase of our engagement 
process by participating in one of 
two online customer forums hap-
pening in April.

“Our customer forums are an op-
portunity for customers to be part of 
our planning and decision-making 
process,” Ms Tantirimudalige said.

“We encourage people of all ages 

and backgrounds to get involved. 
Whether you own your home, run 
a business, rent or have a holiday 
home, your opinion is important.

“You don’t need any special 
knowledge or expertise to get in-
volved – just a voice and a willing-
ness to participate.”

Each forum will delve into a partic-
ular topic where we’ll present infor-
mation and then seek customer views 
on options and projects to address 
what customers told us was impor-
tant during initial consultation.

The forums are an opportunity for 
customers to influence the services, 
projects and prices for the five years 
from 2023 to 2028 and are open to 
anyone who lives, works or owns 
property in Westernport Water’s 
service area.

The three-hour forums will be 
held online and everyone who par-
ticipates will be paid for their time 
in the form of a $100 credit on their 
water bill or a family pass to Phillip 
Island Nature Parks.

Dates and times:
• Monday, April 4, 6.30pm – 

9.30pm
• Thursday, April 7, 9.30am – 

12.30pm
To register your interest in be-

ing part of our forums, please visit 
westernportwater.com.au/havey-
oursay or call our Customer Service 
Team.
/ Sponsored Article /

Starting Prep is always an excit-
ing time for students.

Westernport Water loves to make 
this special first day even better by 
ensuring everyone gets a free reus-
able Choose Tap water bottle.

This year, every Prep student 
from Newhaven College, Cowes, 
Newhaven, San Remo, Bass Valley, 
Powlett River, The Village School 
and Our Lady Star of the Sea pri-
mary schools received one of 435 
reusable water bottles, helping 
them to stay hydrated throughout 
the school day.

That’s almost 1500 students that 
have received a bottle from West-
ernport Water since the Prep Water 
Bottle Initiative began in 2017.

“The Prep Water Bottle Initia-
tive has become a valued tradition 
and education opportunity for both 
our staff and our local primary 
schools,” said Westernport Water’s 
Managing Director Dona Tantir-
imudalige.

“We’ve received great feedback 
about the initiative from both 
teachers and students. We’re told 
the students love filling their bot-
tles up and teachers notice the dif-
ference when their students are 
well hydrated.”

The initiative promotes the en-
vironmental, monetary and health 
benefits of drinking tap water, by 
encouraging people to choose tap 
water over sugary drinks or pre-
packaged single use alternatives.

Studies show that a two per cent 
drop in body water can cause a 13 
per cent decrease in concentration, 
so keeping kids hydrated through-
out the day is imperative for their 
learning and overall health.

“We want to encourage healthy 
habits amongst children as early 
as possible. Tap water is good for 

your health, it’s environmentally 
friendly and much cheaper than 
the bottled alternative,” Ms Tantir-
imudalige said.

“By partnering with local schools 
and giving prep students a water 
bottle to keep in their classroom or 
school bag, we hope to give them 
the best start possible for their new 
school journey.”

With 16 per cent of Gippsland 
adults now consuming sugary 

drinks on a daily basis and over 
25 per cent of Australian children 
being either overweight or obese, 
it’s imperative to educate students 
on the health benefits of drinking 
tap water.

Westernport Water said there 
was a need for water to be available 
in convenient and easy to access lo-
cations and is continuing to install 
water fountains in each community 
so that everyone can get a drink 
when they need it.

To find a list of Permanent Water 
Refill Stations and their locations 
so you can stay hydrated on the 
go, search for Choose Tap page on 
www.westernportwater.com.au
/ Sponsored Article /

Further to feedback gathered last year, Westernport Water is holding two 
online forums on April 4 and 7 to get customer views on options and proj-
ects to address what customers identified as the most important issues.

Customers to help shape 
water plans and prices

Prep Students Choose Tap

Over at Newhaven Primary - 
Fisher, Harry, Poppy C and Poppy 
H received their water bottles, as 
part of the Westernport Water 
Prep Water Bottle Initiative.

Newhaven College students Kiela 
and Heath with their free water 
bottle from Westernport Water, 
as part of its Prep Water Bottle 
Initiative.

At Cowes Primary, Lizzie, Chloe 
and Isla were thrilled with their 
water bottles. Almost 1500 bottles 
have been distributed since the 
Westernport Water Prep Water 
Bottle Initiative began in 2017.

The Prep class at Our Lady Star of the Sea with their water bottles. 
Almost 1500 bottles have been distributed since the Westernport Water 
Prep Water Bottle Initiative began in 2017
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For the last two years, PICES (Phil-
lip Island Contemporary Exhibition 
Space Inc) has presented highly suc-
cessful pop-up art exhibitions over 
the summer holidays.

Its latest venture is an exhibition 
with a twist.

“Hoard” features the work of 28 
local artists, displayed on the hoard-
ing (temporary fencing) around the 
construction site of the new Cultural 
Centre, which will ultimately be the 
home of a new gallery for Phillip Is-
land.

PICES aim is to secure a high-stan-
dard, professional exhibition space 

in Cowes for local artists, and is one 
of many arts groups that have been 
involved in the consultation for the 
design of the new Cultural Centre.

Working with Bass Coast Shire 
Council in the interim to provide an-
other exhibition opportunity for lo-
cal artists was a natural fit.

Sandra Peeters from PICES said 
when the council approached them 
to put together the exhibition they 
jumped at the chance.

Over 70 artists who had taken part 
in the PICES Pop Up Exhibitions 
were invited to take part.

Sandra said 41 responded and 

then she, curator Warren Nichols 
and internationally recognised glass 
artist Dr Tony Hanning (and former 
director of the Latrobe Regional Art 
Gallery) went through a painstaking 
selection process.

“The artists were invited to submit 
one image suitable for the project,” 
Sandra explained.

“Each of us selected our favourites, 
then got together and agreed on the 
final 28.”

She said the artwork on display 
was representative of the quality 
of work that would eventually be 
shown at the Cultural Centre gallery 

when it opened.
The exhibition features two rounds, 

with each being displayed for six 
months: the first from now until 
September, with the second running 
from October until April 2023.

The exhibition consists of 14 high 
resolution photos that have been 
digitally printed and mounted direct 
onto the hoarding around the Cul-
tural Centre construction site.

Local firm Archisign printed the 
artwork with a matte anti-graffiti 
laminate to protect it, and each 
artwork is mounted in a series of 
frames, alongside plaques with the 

artist’s name and artwork details.
All the artists have been paid for 

taking part.
Round one artists: Ian Pascoe, Car-

olyne Jane, Owen Rye, Bill Binks, 
Mae Adams, Mick Turner, John 
Mutsaers, Michelangelo Russo and 
Jennifer Jabu, Lynda Horsborough, 
Susan Hall, Lois Green, Jolande An-
astasi, Wendy Habraken-Flack and 
Andrew Kasper.

Anyone interested in finding out 
more about the artists or artwork 
featured in the Hoard exhibition 
should visit PICES at pices.com.au 
or email pices3922@gmail.com.

The art of construction
Celebrating the launch of Hoard, a Pop Up exhibition on the construction site of the new Cultural Centre. 
Front (from left): Artists Josephine Allen, Marlene Abela, Carolyne Jane and Lois Green, with Sandra Peeters 
(PICES) and Hannah Eisen (BCSC). Back (from left): Marian Quigley, Warren Nichols (curator), Andrew 
Kaspers, Susan Hall, Lana de Jager, Mark Schaller and Bill Binks.

Bill Binks with his painting “Adagio Mahler’s 5th, featured as part of the 
PICES Hoard Pop Up Exhibition.

T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  T H U R S D A y,  M A R c H  1 7 ,  2 0 2 2



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W E D N E S D A Y,  M A R C H  1 6 ,  2 0 2 28

Saturday, March 19, 2 – 4pm
Newhaven College, 1770 Phillip Island Rd, Phillip Island

Tuesday, March 22, 3 – 5pm  
San Remo Recreation Centre, 1A Wynne Road, San Remo

NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED 
Offering first and second doses and boosters for all eligible people
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 Tuesday, March 15, 2 – 5pm
St John’s Uniting Church, Chapel Street, Cowes 

Saturday, March 19, 2 – 4pm
Newhaven College, 1770 Phillip Island Rd, Phillip Island

NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED
Offering first and second doses and boosters for all eligible people

In an emergency please call 000.  
Contact Wonthaggi Hospital on 5671 3333. 
For general queries email 
publicrelations@basscoasthealth.org.au

Three chances to get a COVID
vaccination on Phillip Island
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 Tuesday, March 15, 2 – 5pm
St John’s Uniting Church, Chapel Street, Cowes 

Saturday, March 19, 2 – 4pm
Newhaven College, 1770 Phillip Island Rd, Phillip Island

NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED
Offering first and second doses and boosters for all eligible people

In an emergency please call 000.  
Contact Wonthaggi Hospital on 5671 3333. 
For general queries email 
publicrelations@basscoasthealth.org.au

Three chances to get a COVID
vaccination on Phillip Island
Two extra chances for you
to get a COVID vaccination 
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There is something for everyone to explore 
when you step outside and autumn is a 
wonderful time to explore the beautiful 
nature that surrounds Bass Coast and South 
Gippsland. 

As the leaves start to change make the most 
of this stunning season by taking a walk along 
our spectacular coastline or beaches, check 
out one of our cascading waterfalls, stroll 
amongst the trees and forests or cycle along 
the Great Southern or Bass Coast Rail Trails.  

It’s important to make moving part of your 
everyday, even more so through autumn 
as the days get shorter. Find the type of 
movement that fi ts into your life and the time 
that works best for you. Walk to work, or part 
of the way, or the local shops rather than 
taking the car. The walk home and carrying 
your shopping bags can have really great 
health benefi ts, even in short bursts. 

For inspiration visit: www.southcoastpcp.
org.au/what-we-do/step-outside-move-
your-way. A webpage highlighting over 60 
local tracks and trails including those suitable 
for beginners and more experienced walkers. 
The webpage also lists local opportunities for 
people to join walking groups or other activity 
groups with over 40 groups listed. 

Visit https://www.southcoastpcp.org.au/ 
or scan the QR Code

‘Step Outside. Move Your Way’

Step outside 
during 

Autumn.

Bass Coast Health now has the No-
vavax vaccine available and say it’s 
critically important to get vaccinated 
or receive your booster as soon as pos-
sible.

Omicron Covid case numbers in Bass 
Coast dropped at the end of February 
but have started to climb back up in the 
past week.

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan Child 
stressed the importance of remaining 
ready for the next Covid variant and the 
next infl ux of cases, saying it was the 
experts view that it is a case of when, 
not if.

“To protect our community as we 
head towards the winter months, and in 
particular focus on protecting the more 
vulnerable members of our community, 
we urge all community members to 
make sure they have had three doses of 
vaccination,” Ms Child said.

BCH is now offering the Novavax Co-
vid vaccine at the Wonthaggi Town Hall 
to people aged 18 and over, to further 
increase vaccination rates in the com-
munity.

“I strongly encourage anyone who is 
yet to be vaccinated against COVID-19 
to please do so.

“Vaccination is your best defence 
against falling seriously ill. It also mi-
nimises the likelihood of passing Covid 
on to others,” Ms Child said.

“People need to understand that vac-
cination helps us individually, but also 
helps to reduce transmission across 

households and communities. In par-
ticular, it may help ensure those who 
are more vulnerable due to suppressed 
immune systems, do not get exposed or 
sick.”

Novavax and Moderna are only avail-
able from the Community Vaccination 
Clinic at the Wonthaggi Town Hall on 
Wednesday afternoons, 1pm-5pm.

According to the Australian Depart-
ment of Health, two large clinical tri-
als showed that Novavax is effective in 
preventing COVID-19 in people aged 18 

years and older.
People who had two doses of Novavax 

were approximately 90 per cent less 
likely to get symptomatic COVID-19 
than people who did not get the vaccine. 
It was equally effective in people over 
the age of 65 years, as well as people 
with some stable pre-existing medical 
conditions.

Protection against COVID-19 starts 
from about two-three weeks after the 
fi rst dose.

Novavax is not currently registered 
for use as a booster vaccine.

For more information about whether 
Novavax is suitable for you, please con-
sult the immunisers at the town hall or 
your General Practitioner.

If you are 16 years or older, you can 
receive a booster if it has been three 
months or more since your second dose.

People aged 16 and over can have a 
booster dose of Pfi zer. People aged 18 
and over can have a booster dose of 
Pfi zer or Moderna. Booster doses are 
not currently recommended for young-
er people.

BCH has an outreach vaccination 
clinic at Newhaven College on Saturday 
March 19, from 2-4pm at the school at 
1770 Phillip Island Road, Phillip Island.

Vaccinations are also available from 
General Practitioners and select phar-
macies.

Since May 2021, BCH immunisers 
have given nearly 45,000 COVID vac-
cinations.

Isabella Kirk received her Pfi zer boost-
er from Immunisation Nurse Sandra 
Dentry at Wonthaggi Town Hall.

Novavax Covid vaccine is here
Following a busy long weekend Bass Coast Health is urg-

ing people with Covid symptoms to continue to get tested to 
help contain the spread of the virus in the community.

Symptoms include a runny nose, sore throat, dry cough 
or fever.

In the fi rst instance, Bass Coast Health (BCH) is urging 
people to have a Rapid Antigen Test.

BCH is giving Rapid Antigen Tests to eligible people from 
an annex at the Phillip Island Health Hub from 9.30am-
11.30am, Mondays and Thursdays only.

BCH is also offering rapid tests for eligible people from 
the triage tent at the testing site in Watt Street, Wonthag-
gi (former secondary college site), as well as PCR testing. 
The site is open 9am – 1pm Mondays to Saturdays (closed 
Sundays).

To be eligible for Rapid Antigen Tests, people need to have 
Covid symptoms; or be a confi rmed contact of someone with 
Covid and require a rapid test on day one and day six; or be 
another contact such as a work, social or education contact, 
or a member of a high-risk industry surveillance group.

BCH received approval to distribute packs of fi ve Rapid 
Antigen Tests to eligible members of the public.

Rapid tests are now considered offi cial results and posi-
tive results need to be reported to the Department of Health 
by calling the Coronavirus Victoria Hotline on 1800 675 398 
or online at www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/report

If you have symptoms a RAT test is an acceptable confi r-
mation test and a PCR is not required.

If you have no symptoms but are a confi rmed household 
contact or a household-like contact or other contact, BCH 
can provide you with your RATs and has stated staff will of 
course assist anyone who prefers to have a PCR.

Please continue 
to be tested
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JASON CRESTANI, YOUR LOCAL REGISTERED PSYCHOLOGIST
All psychology assessments! Autism (ASD), IQ, educational & ADHD.

NDIS Registered. 27 years’ experience for both children & adults.

Ready to
make 

changes?

Ph: 0425 764 733
www.inspiredhoney.com

Richelle Olsen started Escaping Your Com-
fort Zone in 2016 to support women and non-
binary people to take on the outdoors, no mat-
ter their size, age, or fi tness level.

The group’s mission is to demonstrate you 
don’t have to have a certain body type to be ad-
venturous.

The group’s motto is “The outdoors doesn’t 
care about your size, your speed or your fi tness, 
and neither do we!”

“When you go to a gym, quite often people 
feel scrutinised. They feel judged. They feel 
like they don’t fi t in because they don’t have a 
certain body type,” Ms Olsen says.

Escaping Your Comfort Zone (EYCZ) strong-
ly believes “the outdoors belongs to everyone” 
and is all about making the outdoors as inclu-
sive as possible.

“It doesn’t matter how fi t you are, how much 
you huff and puff … because you’re out here in 
it. We are all red faced, huffi ng and puffi ng to-
gether.”

Escaping Your Comfort Zone encourages 
members to go at their own pace, with plenty 
of stops along the trail, and the group moves at 
the speed of the slowest hiker, so no-one gets 
left behind.

“It doesn’t have to be far, or fast, to be an 
amazing adventure.”

Gippsland Volunteer Leader Jess Edwards, 
joined during the pandemic as a member and 
was quickly promoted to a volunteer leader late 
in 2021.

Jess grew up camping, hiking, and spending 
time outdoors but after being diagnosed with 
fi bromyalgia when she was 21, she found being 
active more diffi cult.

“Over the years I’ve struggled with weight 
gain and feeling like I didn’t deserve to take up 
space outdoors,” Jess said.

She then joined the EYCZ.
“When I found EYCZ all that changed. I 

found a community of like-minded people that 
recognise that the outdoors is for everyone.

“I found a sense of belonging, that connection 
that I’d missed for so long.”

Jess stated that she’s “made some really good 
friends through EYCZ and now we catch up 
outside of EYCZ events as well”.

Jess is particularly excited about leading the 
upcoming Gippsland Getting Started in Adven-
ture Program, supported by VicHealth.

The programs are for people who feel like 
they don’t quite fi t into mainstream hiking and 
adventure groups.

“We want to show you that the outdoors be-

longs to everyone, regardless of what social 
media tells us.

“We welcome you as you are.”
EYCZ currently has around fi ve active 

Gippsland Leaders, with events all over in-
cluding South Gippsland, West Gippsland, 
Central and East Gippsland.

Melissa Barnes is a Gippsland Volunteer 
Leader from Warragul.

“I’ve had fantastic adventures and trips since 
becoming involved with EYCZ,” Mel said.

“It’s such a supportive, welcoming group and 
I love that no one is left behind.”

The motto “the outdoors doesn’t care about 

your size and neither do we” has never rang 
truer.

Mel loves the opportunities that EYCZ 
brings.

“It’s so important to show that people of any 
size and fi tness levels can have fun and adven-
tures while enjoying the outdoors and getting 
to explore the beautiful places we live in.”

Ms Olsen says it’s important the group caters 
to those new to exercise, because not every 
sport group is beginner friendly.

Escaping Your Comfort Zone is supported 
by VicHealth, is an active This Girl Can sup-
porter, conducts Proud2Play diversity training 
for leaders, and is a Bushwalking Victoria Club.

The group was also the winner of the VicS-
port Outdoor Recreation Initiative of the year 
in 2019.

For more information on Escaping Your 
Comfort Zone, visit www.escapingyourcom-
fortzone.com/ or email richelle@escapingyour-
comfortzone.com
/ Sponsored Article /

Escaping your comfort zone

EYCZ Particpants known as escapees, on the Bass Coast Rail Trail at Kilcunda at an event 
in February 2022.

Volunteer Leader Jess Edwards with fellow 
escapee Justine Streager at a recent EYCZ 
event at Phillip Island Nature Reserve.

THE OUTDOORS DON’T CARE 
ABOUT YOUR SIZE, YOUR PACE 
OR YOUR FITNESS. 
AND NEITHER DO WE!

www.escapingyourcomfortzone.com
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For information and to apply, visit 
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/enrolments/scholarships

All enquiries regarding scholarships should be directed to our 
registrar Belinda Manning, 1770 Phillip Island Road, Phillip Island. 

P: 5956 7505   E: belinda.manning@newhavencol.vic.edu.au
    

2023 Academic Scholarships
Newhaven College is offering Academic Scholarships for applicants entering 
Year 7 in 2023. Tests will be held at the College Saturday, 26 March 2022.

Applications are now open and close 18 March 2022. 

Newhaven College

Engage Bass Coast. Every Idea Counts
Visit www.engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au

Melaleuca Lodge Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES (off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday
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Lisa McLure may run a 
personal training studio in 
Smiths Beach, but she knows 
all too well the diffi culties 
people with disabilities face, 
including those in wheel-
chairs.

“My step mum (Sharen) is 
in a wheelchair, after becom-
ing a paraplegic following a 
car accident about 30 years 
ago,” Lisa said.

“I’ve seen the problems she 
has navigating even the most 
basic things like accommoda-
tion or carparks.

“Motels will say they have 
disabled accommodation, 
which means you can get in 
the door, but the bedroom 
won’t be purpose-built, not 
wide enough, or there will be 
a small step.”

So Lisa and her husband 
Tim this year launched a new 
inclusive accommodation 
business, The Bungalow at 
Smiths Beach.

Sharen and Lisa’s dad stay 
in The Bungalow when they 
visit and have road-tested the 
facilities, giving it the thumbs 
up.

“The Bungalow” is a one- 
or two-person, pet-friendly 
studio apartment, 200 metres 
from Smiths Beach.

The accommodation is on 
ground level, with a spacious 

and wide room, including a 
fully accessible bathroom, a 
kitchenette, and free Wi-Fi.

Benches are low and cup-

boards accessed from a seat-
ed position.

Even the queen-size bed 
was picked out by Sharen be-

cause “it needs to be the right 
height and not too soft”.

“Sharen says a lot of places 
she stays in can feel really 

sterile so we’ve made it warm 
and cosy, very homely,” said 
Lisa, who lives above the ac-
commodation and can lend a 

hand if guests need anything.
Lisa said other accommo-

dation on the island tailored 
for this market included 
Ripples n Tonic on 15 acres 
at Ventnor, as well as Rollers 
Retreat at Rhyll.

“There could be more on 
the island, there’s a defi nite 
market for it and we saw a 
need for accommodation for 
couples or singles.”

Lisa said the studio was 
built by the previous owner 
as fully-accessible accom-
modation and she added they 
also take able-bodied couples 
or singles in the spacious ac-
commodation.

She said travelling with 
Sharen, even around Phillip 
Island, it was apparent how 
diffi cult it was to navigate.

“Disabled parks are of-
ten taken and so Sharen of-
ten has to just come home if 
she can’t get out of the car. 
Many car parks are often not 
wide enough or on a slope or 
there’s a step.

“We still have a long way to 
go to create facilities people 
in wheelchairs can use.”

The Bungalow at Smiths 
Beach is available at Airbnb.
com.au, rollersretreat.com.
au/ and www.ripplesntonic.
com.au/
/ Sponsored Article /

A traffi c management plan detailing how 
tonnes of massive rocks will be safely carted 
to Cowes east beach has been released by 
Bass Coast Shire.

Signs will be erected detailing the plan for in-
bound trucks through Gordon Street, Brough-
ton Avenue, Perry Street and Rose Avenue.

Outbound trucks will then head out from 
Stradbroke Avenue to Broughton Avenue and 
Gordon Street, none of which have footpaths.

The trucks will haul materials for construc-
tion of a 360-metre rock wall between Rose 
Avenue and Coghlan Road.

A pathway will be built at the rear of the 
eight-metre-deep wall to connect Cowes with 
Silverleaves in a coastal walk, while the wall 
will protect the foreshore from erosion.

Beach goers have been urged to avoid Cow-
es east beach while construction is underway.

Originally the shire said the wall would be 
fi nished at the end of this year, but they have 
now revised that to the end of July, weather 
dependent.

Stage one last year saw the construction 
of eight timber groynes and the total project 
costs with the rockwall is $3.35 million.

The shire said in the past decade erosion in 
Cowes east had increased and existing struc-
tures were now degraded. 

The shire said the crest height of the seawall 
will be built to accommodate the 2070 project-
ed sea level rises combined with a storm tide 
and a one in 100 Average Recurrence Interval 
(ARI) wind and wave event.

Cowes East Foreshore Preventative Action 
Group (CEFPAG) chair Ken Hailey urged 
beach goers to avoid the area.

“Residents and visitors should take ex-
treme care during the next few months, and 

any beach users are encouraged for their own 
safety to avoid the Rose Avenue beach access 
if possible,” he said.

Ken said residents understand the short-
term pain was worth the long-term gain with 
six years of lobbying fi nally resulting in the 
works to stop erosion.

“We recognise the temporary inconve-
niences, but fully believe these are substan-
tially outweighed by the long-term benefi ts of 
the project,” he said.

“It’s a necessary evil to get it completed.”

Trucks will haul tonnes of rocks for con-
struction of a 360-metre rock wall between 
Rose Avenue and Coghlan Road.

Avoid Cowes east during construction

New accommodation tailors to inclusive market

A new inclusive accommodation business, The Bungalow at 
Smiths Beach, has been launched this year.

The accommodation has been road-tested by Lisa McLure’s 
step-mum, who became a paraplegic following a car ac-
cident about 30 years ago
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Custom

Small Aussie family business, located in Cowes

We pride ourselves on providing top quality stickers
and excellent customer service.

BUMPER STICKERS DECALS

PACKAGING LABELS

KIDS NAME LABELS

STICKER/LABEL SHEETS

KIDS STICKER SHEETS

CUSTOM SHAPES AND SIZES

CAR STICKERS

T-SHIRTS HOODIESSINGLETS

WWW.AUSSIECUSTOMSTICKERS.COM.AU

CALL HELEN ON 0421-158-977
SALES@AUSSIECUSTOMSTICKERS.COM.AU

Aussie Custom Stickers is focused 
on small business and all their 
sticker needs.

When Helen Knudsen and her 
family moved to Cowes in Decem-
ber last year, they brought their suc-
cessful sticker business with them.

Established in 2019 and special-
ising in vinyl stickers, Helen said 
Aussie Custom Stickers can print 
every type of sticker, with detailers 
and car mechanics some of the com-
pany’s main clients.

“We print bumper stickers, or 
stickers to hand out to customers or 
even the double-sided service stick-
ers that go on your windshield to 
remind you when the next service is 
due,” Helen explained.

“Our vinyl stickers are high qual-
ity, weatherproof, and UV rated so 
they don’t fade in the sun.

”Our laminated vinyl stickers will 
last at least seven years.”

Helen said as a family-run small 
business, they appreciate the needs 
of small businesses and can print 
any quantity.

“Our most popular quantity is 100 
stickers, but we can tailor it for the 
client’s needs.

“We are very flexible and work 
with our clients.”

With clients from across Aus-
tralia, Aussie Custom Stickers has 
already produced bumper stickers 
and labels for candles and shower 
gels for local clients.

But whether you need labels for 
packaging, product labels, shop-
front stickers or vinyl name tags, 
Helen said they can help.

“People can go to our website, or 
Facebook page, send us a message 
and we’ll provide a quote,” Helen 
said.

“You can supply artwork or we 
can do the design and layout for 

you.
“If you’re unsure, I can make sug-

gestions on the best type of sticker 
for your needs.

“Please just give me a call, or con-
tact me via the website.”

And you don’t have to be a busi-
ness to order.

“We print vinyl stickers for kids’ 
lunchboxes and school things – and 
they’re dishwasher and microwave 
proof,” Helen said.

Sticker options range from a max-
imum size of 1300mm x 700mm to 
10mm and can be customised and 
cut to shape.

Stickers are printed on vinyl, with 
regular or laminated (weather-
proof) option.

For more details, go to aussie-
customstickers.com.au, visit their 
Facebook page or email sales@aus-
siecustomstickers.com.au
/ Sponsored Article /

Bass Coast Shire Council 
has finally confirmed $1.85 
million funding has been 
received to seal Shetland 
Heights Road in San Remo.

In February, the council’s 
website was updated to say 
the road would be sealed.

However the website did 
not include a timeline or bud-
get for the project, or explain 
why the project would no 
longer be a Special Charge 
Scheme.

There was also no expla-
nation of how much funding 

was received from the Fed-
eral government or when the 
funding was applied for.

The Advertiser’s requests 
for more details on the fund-
ing for the project were not 
responded to.

However on Tuesday the 
council confirmed that the 
$1.85 million project to seal 
the road between Penniwells 
Drive and Potters Hill Road 
was made possible by fund-
ing from Australian Gov-
ernment’s Local Roads and 
Community Infrastructure 

Program.
Council said the design pro-

cess, including costings, will 
be completed in the coming 
months, then construction 
will begin.

Work is expected to be com-
pleted by June 30, 2023.

The project will include the 
installation of new pavement 
and sealing of the road, a new 
concrete footpath as well as 
the installation of kerb and 
channel at selected locations 
and associated drainage.

Helen Knudsen moved her family and business to Cowes last year. Aus-
sie Custom Stickers appreciate “the needs of small businesses” and can 
print every type of sticker, in any quantity.

Make sure your business sticks out

Bass Coast Shire Council has finally confirmed $1.85 million funding has been received to 
seal Shetland Heights Road in San Remo.

Funding confirmed for  
Shetland Heights Road upgrade
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Bass Coast Shire Council is 
fi nalising plans for an upgrade 
of the eastern car park at the 
Cowes boat ramp facility.

The plans are open to feed-
back from the community until 
April 8.

The project includes sealing 
the existing crushed rock car 
park with an asphalt surface, 
line marking of car/trailer 
and single car parking spaces, 
drainage improvements and 
landscaping.

The aim is to reduce conges-
tion in peak periods and im-
proving public safety.

Bass Coast Shire Mayor, Cr 
Michael Whelan said traffi c 
congestion during peak pe-
riods has been a problem for 
many years at the Cowes boat 
ramp.

“This congestion increases 
the time it takes people to 
launch and retrieve their boats.

“The project will also im-
prove public safety, improve 
drainage and the quality of 
water which enters the marine 
environment and reduce main-
tenance costs across the life of 
the car park.”

The $675,000 construc-

tion project is fully funded by 
Council, with works expected 
to begin in May.

Construction plans can be 
found at www.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/coweseastcarpark.

Feedback on the plans can be 
provided in writing via email to 
CoastAndBushlandManage-
mentTeam@basscoast.vic.gov.
au or mailed PO Box 118 Won-
thaggi, 3995 by Friday, April 8.

For further information on 
this project, or to obtain a hard 
copy of the plans, please con-
tact Council’s Coast and Bush-
land Team.

By Peter McMahon, Phillip 
Island Aquatic Centre Fund Inc

I felt the PIACF Inc. 
should keep our communi-
ty updated, after our recent 
proposal to Council to con-
sider a different approach 
to building and operating 
the Phillip Island Aquatic 
Centre.

We requested a meeting 
with all councillors, via the 
Councillor Engagement 
Offi cer, to fully articulate 
the proposal, answer any 
questions that they may 
have and how the proposal 
could build two pools in the 
Shire without incurring the 
type of ongoing costs to 
Council that are typical for 
such projects. 

We felt it was important 
to ensure councillors un-
derstood how the ability of 
the community to access 
the facilities would be pro-
tected, even when train-
ing camps for third party 
groups such as triathletes, 
football club and surf life 
saving were taking place. 

This proposal also fulfi ls 
one of council’s directives 
that there needs to be a 
clear difference between 
the two pools.

We received the follow-
ing response, without hav-
ing an opportunity to meet 
with our elected council-
lors to outline our proposal. 

This is the email re-
sponse, from one of the 
Council Managers, to our 
request to meet with the 
councillor’s: 

“As previously men-
tioned over the next six to 
12 months council will con-
tinue our discussion with 
advisors and ministers in 
our advocacy push. Coun-
cil have determined to stay 
the course and, as such, 
will continue with the cur-
rent advocacy and plan-
ning of the aquatics proj-
ect. Given this, we believe 
that at this stage there is 
no need to meet with the 
president and yourself to 
go over the report. We can 
assure you that work on 
the aquatics project has 
not stopped and we will 
continue to pursue funding 
and opportunities.”

I fi nd this of particular 
interest given council’s 
response to the article in 
the Advertiser (February 
25) which stated: “A shire 
spokesperson said they 
had carried out commu-
nity consultation on their 
feasibility study last year. 
However, we are always 
open to receiving new 
ideas on how to make our 
community facilities as 
good and as cost effective.“

But by March 8 it seems 
that they are not open to 
new ideas at all.

It is also worthwhile not-
ing that this decision by 
the offi cers has been made 
before a proper or ordi-
nary Council meeting was 
undertaken, or the oppor-
tunity to talk to councillors 
provided.

So we have to ask “who 
represents us?” and “Is it 

appropriate that council 
employees decide who can 
and can’t, present informa-
tion to our elected council-
lors”?

Surely if an alternative 
idea is suggested that iden-
tifi es a different method of 
construction and opera-
tion that would fulfi l the 
community’s needs and 
save ratepayers money, it 
is worth further investiga-
tion.

It is my understanding, 
and my great concern, that 
our councillors have not 
been shown the results of 
the feasibility studies car-
ried out last year. 

Surely council offi cers 
should be providing infor-
mation to councillors for 
them to discuss and evalu-
ate, not censoring what 
they see. 

How can councillors be 
expected to make consid-
ered and informed deci-
sions?

Anybody wishing to 
have a soft copy of our 
proposal which is supplied 
free of charge is invited to 
contact Peter McMahon 
pmc99110@bigpond.net.au.

I also make the offer to 
all councillors to meet pri-
vately to have a full and 
open discussion of the 
merits of our proposal.

Editor’s note:Editor’s note: The Phillip 
Island Aquatic Leisure Cen-
tre Feasibility Study – fi nal 
report – was presented for 
adoption at Council’s meet-
ing this week, Wednesday, 
March 16.

Who runs our council?
OPINION

Plans for an upgrade to the car park at the Cowes boat ramp are currently available on Coun-
cil’s website, with feedback open until April 8.

Plans for Cowes boat 
ramp car park upgrade
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Your locally owned,  
award winning real estate agency.  

LOW COMMISSION GUARANTEED.

LK
02205A

A

Call Anthony or Jaclyn on  
free call 1800 124 368  

Servicing Phillip Island and surrounds. 
www.oneagencycountrytocoast.com.au

www.phillipislandfn.com.au OPEN 7 DAYS    
60 Thompson Ave, Cowes  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED
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ISLAND ESCAPE

HIDDEN GEM

FOR SALE $979,000
18 Roydon Road, 
Cowes
This is beach lifestyle liv-
ing at its best having the 
opportunity to walk to 
beach for a swim or walk 
to the shops to pick up a 
few items and leaving the 
car at home. This is ideal 
beach getaway comprising 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
2 separate living spaces, 
reverse cycle heating and 
cooling, all situated on a 
large block with plenty of 
room for parking or kids 
to play.
Any question call Kendall 
O’Garey on 0410 595 130.

FOR SALE $719,000
5 French Court, 
Cowes
Nestled in this quiet loca-
tion is the original beach 
house, with a north facing 
living and entertaining 
area that flows to a large 
deck. There is a tenant in 
place with many options 
available. Ideal for your first 
investment property with 
plenty of room to expand 
or extend in the future.
Contact Michael McLeod 
on 0412 712 034.

Is
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n
d

HOME Photo: Ramble & Drist  Creative Advertising Feature

Cape Woolamai locals and owners 
of real estate agency- One Agency 
Country to Coast, Anthony Clark 
and Jaclyn Clark, alongside their 
business partners, Dean and Nata-
lie Macfarlane, recently attended the 
Real Estate Business Awards in Syd-
ney.

Their agency was a finalist in the 
prestigious national awards for the 
category of New Office of the Year 
2022.

One Agency Country to Coast was 
the dream of Anthony and Dean’s, 
which came to fruition in 2019.

After years of working in the real 
estate industry, they thought they 
could make a difference for their ven-
dors, their community, their families, 
and their future team members.

One Agency Country to Coast does 
not have your traditional brick and 
mortar office with the shop front. 
They work from home, and travel to 
their clients providing a much more 
flexible arrangement for the client 
and the agent.

This structure also keeps expenses 
down, enabling them to charge a low-
er commission and provide an excel-
lent standard of service. 

The team at One Agency Country 
to Coast are very proud of their mot-
to, Low Commission - Great Service.

They pride themselves on being able 
to offer low commissions to their ven-
dors, saving them significant amounts 
of money, whilst still providing high-
quality service. Between February 
2021 and March 2022, they have sold 
281 properties and saved their ven-
dors $1,499,785.90 in commission; this 
is based on their rate versus a two per 

cent comparison rate.
They truly are a team, there is no 

competition between the agents, they 
all celebrate one another’s wins.

Kim Durrand, Phil Gallagher, John 

Patterson, and Simone Bowers are 
part of the incredible team at One 
Agency Country to Coast; all expe-
rienced, licenced agents, who are all 
award-winning agents in their own 

right.
One Agency Country to Coast has 

put a lot of time and effort into mar-
keting, researching how vendors 
want to see their properties promot-

ed, how purchasers are finding prop-
erties, and in general promoting the 
brand.

This has taken it from an unknown 
brand in the area to one of the high-
est performing agencies in Gippsland 
based on sales and is now ranked 
fifth in Gippsland on the REA agency 
list for highest sales.

Being named as a finalist in New 
Office of the Year Award for 2022 was 
formal recognition that the business 
structure, marketing, values and its 
amazing team are clearly making a 
difference in the real estate industry. 

One Agency Country to Coast has 
more than 3000 followers across 
Facebook and Instagram and its web-
site includes a video showcasing the 
large area the agents cover. A month-
ly blog covers  an array of topics from 
what to look for in an agent, buying 
a home, the process of buying and 
selling, the terminology used in real 
estate sales as well as a collaboration 
with Reno Rookies on renovation ad-
vice. You can view this blog on the 
website www.oneagencycountryto-
coast.com.au.

The team has also collaborated 
with Landcare Bass Coast for gar-
dening inspiration that is suited to the 
local flora and fauna and One Agency 
Country to Coast provided sponsor-
ship assisting them in the purchase 
of a new trailer. The agency has also 
sponsored the Nilma-Darnum Net-
ball Club, Phillip Island Net-Set-Go 
and the Neerim-Neerim South Foot-
ball and Netball club.

We can’t wait to see what 2022 
brings!

/ Sponsored article /

Local agency finalists in Real Estate awards

The team from One Agency Country to Coast at the Real Estate Business Awards in Sydney, where they were 
finalists in the New Office of the Year category.
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Nationally significant threatened 
animal species may live in areas 
across Phillip Island, which need to be 
protected through planning controls.

Meanwhile climate change poses a 
major threat to Phillip Island’s tourist 
attractions.

Those are the findings in supporting 
documents of the state government’s 
draft Bass Coast Statement of Plan-
ning Policy (SPP), currently out for 
community feedback until April 29.

However, commentators say their 
preliminary reading of the massive 
SPP document indicates while en-
vironmental concerns were high-
lighted, any “suggested” planning 
controls were not binding under 
planning rules.

Bass Coast Environmental Op-
portunities and Constraints Assess-
ment, one of the SPP’s documents, 
examines the ecology of three study 
areas in the shire – Cape Woolamai, 
Newhaven and Grantville – and sug-
gests what needs to be protected from 
future development.

The assessment found species such 
as the orange-bellied parrot, growl-
ing grass frog, and swamp antechi-
nus were “likely to occur and make 
significant use” of these areas.

Eco Logical Australia (ELA) was 
engaged by the government to un-
dertake the environmental study, 
examining areas including the Phil-
lip Island Coastal Reserve adjacent 
to Phillip Island Road, Newhaven 
Swamp and the Cape Woolamai 
State Faunal Reserve.

It recommends that if urban devel-
opment occurred around these en-
vironmentally sensitive areas there 
should be controls including buffer 
zones and a detailed ecological as-
sessment.

It also recommends domestic ani-
mal control in new settlement areas 
to reduce the risk of injury and death 

to native fauna.
“This may include prohibiting pet 

ownership, cat and dog curfews be-
tween dusk and dawn and on-leash 
areas for dogs on beaches,” the as-
sessment states.

Island Voice’s Linda Marston said 
her early reading of the thousands of 
pages in the draft SPP was that not all 
recommendations were mandatory.

“At this point it’s disappointing only 
the objectives in the draft are binding 
and the strategies are not,” she said, 
referring to the SPP’s supporting 
documents.

Climate change
The draft SPP details a range of 

other environmental issues, includ-
ing climate change.

In coming years, the area is fore-
cast to experience higher average 
temperatures, more extreme heat 
events, less rainfall, longer droughts, 
more frequent extreme storm and 
flood events and rising sea levels, 
which will increase coastal erosion 
and decrease water security.

It states increasing numbers of 
tourists combined with climate 
change will put greater demands on 

infrastructure and greater pressure 
on the environment “and the lifestyle 
that attracts visitors to the region”.

“The declared area’s coastal assets 
and attractions (such as the Phillip Is-
land Penguin Parade) are major tour-
ism drawcards that are threatened 
by climate change impacts: rising sea 
levels and extreme storm events in 
particular,” the SPP states.

However, the draft only offers sug-
gested planning controls.

“To protect the local economy, man-
agement of these assets and attrac-
tions must include rehabilitating hab-
itat, revegetating, controlling weeds, 
monitoring the health of wetlands 
and managing bushfire risk,” it states.

“Encourage tourism and commer-
cial development to include net-zero 
carbon infrastructure (such as elec-
tric vehicle charging stations).”

By 2070, the vision for the Bass 
Coast is to have net-zero emissions, 
extensive revegetation, public trans-
port investment, water conservation 
and adaptation to climate change.

“Settlement planning should direct 
development away from high-risk ar-
eas and include bushfire protection 
measures to reduce risks.”

Cowes and Silverleaves
It is proposed to exclude from the 

town boundary the farming zone 
land at the north-east corner of Cogh-
lan Road and Cowes-Rhyll Road (the 
Cowes Golf Club and Lechte land).

The planning panel that consid-
ered this land for inclusion within 
the boundary several years ago, 
found the land should be excluded 
from the boundary if development of 
the golf club did not eventuate.

“It has not eventuated, and the 
area is of high environmental signifi-
cance,” the SPP states.

Equally, Saltwater Creek to the 
west is an important green break 
between Ventnor and Cowes and 
should be protected.

“Encroaching on this area will ad-
versely affect a significant biolink 
and environmental values.

“The important role of Ventnor 
Road as the point of arrival and the 
southern boundary of urban Cowes 
cannot be over-stated.”

Land along the Cowes and Silver-
leaves coast includes areas under 
five metres, which makes it vulner-
able to rising sea levels and flooding: 
particularly in Silverleaves.

“In addition, storm surge mapping 
indicates that most of Silverleaves 
and the Cowes east foreshore will be 
affected by storm surges by 2100.”

San Remo
It is proposed to include in the town 

boundary up to the eastern extent at 

425 Phillip Island Road.
“This would contribute an addi-

tional 65 ha of potential urban land, 
support San Remo’s role as a district 
town and locate the new Bass Coast 
College site set to open in 2022 with-
in the boundary,” the SPP says.

“The ultimate township boundary 
will be Punchbowl Road.

“Given the current and anticipated 
rate of growth it is not unreasonable 
to foresee the existing zoned land to 
be absorbed quickly placing pres-
sure for additional growth.”

The report says any development 
in this area “will need to be sensitive-
ly planned and designed to fit in with 
the surrounding landscape” includ-
ing the George Bass Coastal Walk.

The SPP says an east expansion 
would move the focus away from 
San Remo’s town centre, so any de-
velopment must “be planned careful-
ly to maintain the role and character 
of the established strip”.

Any further development beyond 
this would see “the loss of produc-
tive agricultural land, encroachment 
on the green break and impacts on 
the significant character of the land-
scape”.

Newhaven
It is proposed to exclude the farm-

ing zone land to the west of the es-
tablished residential area, near 
Churchill Island and the chocolate 
factory.

This land, as well as the land sur-

rounding it, is of landscape and en-
vironmental significance and is sub-
ject to environmental risks including 
inundation and bushfire.

Cape Woolamai
The Phillip Island Airport site is 

located in a landscape of state sig-
nificance and will remain outside the 
settlement boundary.

The SPP says the existing town 
boundary helps protect the im-
portant coastal hinterland break 
between Cape Woolamai and the 
settlement of Surf Beach from urban 
expansion. Sea-level-rise mapping 
predicts storm surges will affect 
Cape Woolamai’s coastal reserves 
and reach the settlement by 2100, 
with the eastern coastline already 
subject to erosion.

Grantville
It is proposed to exclude the Grant-

ville South area from the settlement 
boundary, to protect the landscape 
and environment next to the the 
Western Port Ramsar site and to 
mitigate environmental risks includ-
ing inundation and coastal erosion. 

“Excluding Grantville South from 
the long-term settlement boundary 
will result in the loss of approximate-
ly 98ha of land from the settlement, 
which will reduce urban land supply.

“However, the protection of the sig-
nificant attributes is of higher impor-
tance in this location than the loss of 
urban land.”

“Urban creep” and the “suburban-
isation of new residential estates” are 
the major threats to Phillip Island’s 
loved character.

That’s the findings in one of the 
supporting documents to the state 
government’s draft Bass Coast State-
ment of Planning Policy (SPP), cur-
rently out for community feedback 
until April 29.

As detailed in last week’s Advertis-
er, the island’s town boundaries will 
be locked in under the proposed new 
planning policy, while San Remo’s 
will expand (see separate story).

There will also be a series of 
beefed-up landscape planning con-
trols to protect state or regionally 
significant areas, including the coast 
and hinterland between Cape Woola-
mai and Ventnor, as well as the Rhyll 
Inlet, and areas north of Cowes-Rhyll 
Road to Newhaven.

The SPP has more than 10 sup-
porting documents – and thousands 
of pages – including the Bass Coast 
Township Character Report, which 
defines the attributes that make up 
our homes, streets and towns.

The report says the main threats 
to local character are urban growth 
or urban creep over distinctive land-
scapes that threatens the separation 
between townships and the “subur-
banisation of new residential estates 
and subdivision, experienced as 
smaller, narrower lots, the increased 
density of development”, as well as 
more formal street spaces.

It says in Cowes new housing devel-
opments in recent years have repli-
cated “designs more closely associat-
ed with metropolitan growth areas”.

“These subdivisions respond to a 
perceived housing market but sit in-
creasingly awkwardly in the context 
and character of established coastal 
communities,” the report says.

It adds that three-storey apart-
ments are increasingly a new real 
estate market.

“If the low-rise scale of the valued 
character is to be protected, care and 
control should be exercised in deter-
mining where these more intense and 
intrusive forms of development are 
appropriate.”

The report recommends protec-
tions should include long-term town 
boundaries, as well as protection of 
significant views and landscapes.

It recommends controls on how 
small a lot size can be.

The report says Bass Coast Shire’s 
planned Housing Strategy and 
Neighbourhood Character Assess-
ment for each township will provide 
more details on lot sizes, house siting, 

building heights, and even materials 
and colours used in homes.

What do we love?
Community consultation in 2019 

around Bass Coast showed residents 
saw the most common threats to be 
over development, removal of trees, 
too much inappropriate housing and 
subdivisions, and extending housing 
outside existing town boundaries.

“The small township character 
of the settlements was most valued 
amongst the participants, described 
as relaxed and providing a village 
feel,” the report says.

The report says on Phillip Island, 
towns have a “strong” relationship 
with the water.

“Fishing, boats and sailing, the 
surf, the beach, exploring or passive 
enjoyment of scenic coastal, holiday 
and other forms of water recreation 
are to be found in different combina-
tions in the DNA of almost all Bass 
Coast’s towns, villages and hamlets,” 
it states.

“The water and the coastal land-
scapes and ecology are embedded in 
the economy of the region.”

While character can be “highly 
subjective” neighbourhood charac-
ter relates to such issues as the street 
network, lot sizes, design, and land-
scaping, while township character is 
about what creates a unique sense of 
place.

In 2019 the State Government de-
clared Bass Coast a Distinctive Area 
and Landscapes (DAL) to guide fu-
ture land use, with the SPP the latest 
and last part of the DAL, which will, 
after consultation, be enshrined in 
law.

Shire response
CEO Ali Wastie said the shire’s re-

sponse to the SPP would be presented 
at a future council meeting.

“The proposed Housing Strategy 
and the proposed Neighbourhood 
Character Study will provide cer-
tainty about the level of housing 
change required to accommodate the 
projected population growth within 
the established residential areas of 
our existing settlement boundaries,” 
Ms Wastie said, adding there would 
be extensive community consultation 
on the studies.

“Importantly, it will also recom-
mend ways to ensure the housing 
change respects the preferred neigh-
bourhood character.”

To see how the proposed town 
boundaries may affect your proper-
ty, go to the interactive mapping tool 
(mapshare.vic.gov.au/vicplan/).

Nationally significant threatened animal species such as the orange-bellied 
parrot, growling grass frog, and swamp antechinus were “likely to occur and 
make significant use” of Cape Woolamai (pictured), Newhaven and Grantville.

Environmental threats spotlighted, not necessarily protected

Town boundaries are a focus of the state government’s draft Bass Coast Statement of Planning Policy (SPP), 
which is currently out for comment. Photo courtesy of Phillip Island Helicopters.

Town boundaries: the detail explained

In coming years expect more stringent planning rules on everything 
from building heights to the materials and colours you can choose for 
your new home.

New controls will 
protect the island’s 
character
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 AUSTRALIA’S 
ECONOMIC PLAN

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.

We’re taking the next step to keep our economy strong.
• Keeping taxes low, because money in your pocket eases the cost of living
• Infrastructure projects across the country are creating jobs
• Skilling the workforce for the jobs of tomorrow
• Committing to making more goods in Australia to help secure our supply chain
• Delivering affordable and reliable energy to our homes and businesses
• Backing Australian businesses to modernise and innovate for our future

Australia’s Economic Plan has helped us through the last two years. There are 260,000 
more people in work than before COVID. Australia has performed better than major 
advanced economies through the pandemic. That’s why we’re taking the next step.

To find out more, visit economicplan.gov.au

Environment groups have given a damning 
analysis of the state government’s proposed 
new planning policy.

Save Western Port Woodlands, which has 
been fighting the growing sand mining in-
dustry in Grantville’s woodlands for three 
decades, said they were “stunned” the draft 
Bass Coast Distinctive Areas and Landscape 
(DAL) policy “entirely overlooked the biodi-
versity hotspot”.

SWPW spokesman Gerard Drew said the 
SPP classified the area for sand mining.

“The draft policy seems to regard a land-
scape as only a collection of viewing points. 
It fails to understand the beauty of the land-
scape comes from complex life and forces 
that shape them,” Mr Drew said.

“The woodlands were noted for the ability 
of vegetation to hide the ugliness of sand ex-
traction, rather than recognising the web of 
life within them.

“The beauty is lost once they are emptied of 
that complex life.”

He said SWPW would lodge a submission to 
the draft and hoped the final SPP addressed 
“the clear conflict between sand extraction 
and conservation”.

Mr Drew said the woodlands were the larg-
est remnant of native bushland in the region, 
stretching from Lang Lang to Grantville on 
the eastern shore of Western Port Bay.

A recent report by the Victorian National 
Parks Association (VNPA) showed the corri-
dor was home to a wide range of threatened 
wildlife including orchids, reptiles, trees, 
frogs, fungi, birds and animals.

VNPA spokesperson Jordan Crook said the 
report highlighted the environmental value 
of the former Holden Proving Ground and 
the threat posed by continued sand mining 
throughout the woodlands.

“The failure to recognise the importance of 
the Western Port Woodlands is a tragedy,” Mr 
Crook said.

“The Gippsland Plain bioregion is one of 
the most cleared areas in the state and every 
piece of bushland should be protected and re-
spected.

“The DAL process seems to have failed be-
fore it’s even started with such a huge over-
sight.”

They called on the community to submit a 

Initial social media comments suggest local 
residents are confused or cynical about the 
Distinctive Area and Landscapes (DAL).

Most households in Bass Coast received a 
letter drop from the Department of Environ-
ment, Land, Water and Planning explaining 
the DAL and the release this month of the 
draft Statement of Planning Policy (SPP) (see 
separate stories).

While the SPP will be enshrined in law, 
locking in town boundaries and protecting 
landscapes with beefed up overlays, some 
weren’t buying it.

Graznyna Mackiewicz commented DELWP 
was “going to develop and do whatever they 
want to do”.

“They are required by legislation to “con-
sult with their community” but there is noth-
ing anywhere to require them to listen to any-
thing the community objects to,” she said.

Mark Turner suggested Phillip Island was 
already overdeveloped.

Alby MacDonald said given the Bass Coast 
DAL can only be changed through a vote in 
both houses of State Parliament, “lucky Mat-
thew Guy didn’t get his way in Ventnor”, refer-
ring to the controversial Cadogan development.

Paul Zennaro said the thousands of pages 
in the SPP were “impenetrable”.

“The only reason you would use (that many) 
pages to say not much, is if you didn’t want 
people to read them. This is a hoodwink,” 
Paul wrote.

Ewton Alli agreed: “I read the documents 
because apparently it affects my address but 
I still have no idea what I’ve read”, to which 
Josie Riley said “same – got it in the mail yes-
terday and had no idea”.

Others were concerned about the projected 
need for 11,000 new homes in Bass Coast 
by 2036, arguing better infrastructure was 
needed, with Steve Couchy saying developers 
needed to finish projects and “not half finish 
them like Panorama Estate”.

Beverley Graf commented “developers just 
take the money and run with no accountabil-
ity for the mess they leave behind”.

“It’s a similar scenario in an estate in Cowes 
where it has been left an eyesore for years, 
with no end in sight.”

John Peters summed it up: “The coastal area 
is getting an overlay. The proposed township 
boundary is remaining as it is today.”

Locals sceptical,  
confused about DAL

Sand mines are increasing in size at the back of Grantville and will con-
tinue to do so under the state government’s DAL. Conservationists say 
the government’s new planning policy offers “motherhood statements” 
that “sound nice” but offer no protection to the woodlands.

Enviro groups scathing of new planning policy
response to the Bass Coast DAL 
draft policy, “making it clear the 
environmental and cultural val-
ues of the Western Port Wood-
lands must be recognised and 
protected with planning con-
trols”.

Government response
The DAL’s draft Statement 

of Planning Policy (SPP) states 
Grantville’s sand resources 
were of “strategic importance”.

“These resources safeguard 
the economic security and fu-
ture growth of metropolitan 
Melbourne, including the deliv-
ery of key public infrastructure 
projects and the construction 
industry.”

While draft SPP identifies ex-
tractive industry interest areas 
(EIIAs), this did not mean the 
area would be mined, with any 

proposed new quarry requiring 
a planning permit and Earth 
Resources Regulator works ap-
proval process, which “would 
address any proposed vegeta-
tion removal”.

“Remnant native vegetation 
is scarce in the declared area, 
so proponents of new industries 
(including extraction) should be 
encouraged to locate in areas 
of lesser environmental signifi-
cance,” the policy states, add-
ing mines should adhere to best 
practice to avoid impacts.

Mr Drew said this was a 
“motherhood statement” and 
“sounded nice” but actually 
offering no protection to the 
woodlands.

“Sand mining may be a tempo-
rary land use but it just happens 
to permanently destroy the land 
it’s on,” he said.
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Bass Coast Shire Council, 
Bass Coast Health, Phillip Is-
land Nature Parks and West-
ernport Water partnered to 
host an International Wom-
en’s Day event at the Phillip 
Island Winery last week.

International Women’s Day, 
held on March 8 is a global 
day celebrating the social eco-
nomic, cultural and political 
achievements of women, and 
council said the local event 
was focused on resilience, re-
invention and reconnection.

The event featured a Key-
note address from Public Sec-
tor Gender Equality Commis-
sioner Dr Niki Vincent.

It also featured a commu-
nity panel with four Bass 
Coast women: small busi-
ness owner Rebecca Slavin, 
Phillip Island Nature Parks 
People and Culture Manager 
Melissa Nolet, Bass Coast 
Health Manager Community 
Nursing Emma Grabham and 
LGBTIQ+ Community Elder 
Sally Conning.

Bass Coast Shire CEO Ali 
Wastie said International 
Women’s Day is a day for in-
spiration and change.

“We are really proud of 
the work that we are doing 
to improve gender equality 
within our organisation, in-
cluding the introduction of 
12 months paid superannua-

tion to mothers following the 
birth of a child, providing 16 
weeks paid parental leave for 
men and women and compel-
ling sporting organisations to 
provide equal prize money to 
their male and female com-
petitors when their event is 
held on Council property,” Ms 
Wastie said.

“We have the opportunity 
and responsibility, to address 
systemic gender inequality 
through policy change, pro-
grams, service delivery and 
advocacy.”

Westernport Water Man-
aging Director Dona Tantir-
imudalige, who was the MC 
for the event, said: “Bias and 
gender stereotypes impact 
us all. Let’s keep working to-
gether to break the bias, and 
do not let gendered expecta-
tions stop us from thriving.”

Phillip Island Nature Parks 
Chief Executive Catherine 
Basterfield said the organisa-
tion was a proud supporter 
of gender equality, with an 
equal number of female and 
male employees among their 
team, including many female 
scientists, expert researchers 
and rangers.

“Every role is open to ev-
eryone with the necessary 
passion and skills.

“It is a privilege to lead an 
organisation where girls and 

young women around Victo-
ria and Australia can all as-
pire to come and work with 
Nature Parks as we protect 
and promote our amazing 
animals and environment.”

In her keynote address, Dr 
Vincent said that Internation-
al Women’s Day provided the 
ideal backdrop to celebrate 
all the work organisations 
are doing to deliver on their 
obligations and their com-
mitment to gender equality, 
as part of the Gender Equal-
ity Act that was introduced 
almost 12 months ago.

“Being recognised as a 
workplace that values gen-
der equality will attract and 
retain talented staff in an in-
creasingly competitive mar-
ket,” Dr Vincent said.

“As we transition from a 
work-from-home environ-
ment employees are reconsid-
ering their relationship with 
work. Rather than a return to 
normal, we have the opportu-
nity for a re-invention.

“No longer is nine to five, 
Monday to Friday considered 
the norm and smart employ-
ers know that flexible work-
ing arrangements, job-shar-
ing and part-time work helps 
mothers, fathers and other 
carers to balance work with 
family responsibilities,” Dr 
Vincent concluded.

The Bass Coast Country University Centre 
celebrated its first birthday last week.

Supporters including board members, coun-
cillors, representatives from the Bass Coast 
Community Foundation, council officers and 
students gathered to mark the event.

The centre, the first of its kind in Victoria, 
offers students enrolled at university access to 
computers with dual screens, high speed inter-
net, printers, tutorial rooms and a Learnings 
Skills advisor, Cr Aidan Windle.

Centre manager, Andrea Evans-McCall in-
troduced an array of guest speakers, who spoke 
on the topic of education aspirations.

The Centre chair, Martin Keogh thanked the 
Federal government for its support for the con-
cept of country university centres (CUC), which 
he said were “a real boon for rural Australia”.

Federal Member of Monash Russell Broad-
bent was an apology at the event.

Martin also thanked the Bass Coast Shire 
Council.

“We can’t gather and talk about CUC without 
acknowledging the wonderful support of Bass 
Coast Shire Council,” Martin said.

“They played an enormous role in ensuring 
the success and opening of the centre.”

Martin also said the work of centre manager 
Andrea Evans-McCall had been extraordinary.

“The board of directors is thrilled we appoint-
ed someone of the calibre of Andrea.”

He applauded Andrea’s work to guide the stu-
dent through the Covid pandemic with “com-
passion, empathy and care”.

Martin said during its first year, the centre 
had seen enrolments rise from 58 to 109, and 
supported 13 students to graduate and achieve 
their education goals.

The largest age cohort of students was under 
25s, with 70 per cent of students studying un-
dergraduate courses.

Health (33 per cent) and Education (32 per 
cent) made up the majority of students using 
the centre facilities.

“These are people educated in the community 
who will go on to serve the community,” Martin 
said.

“This is what CUC’s are all about; doing away 
with barriers that stop people accessing higher 
education.”

Other guest speakers included students Ben 
Corcoran and Meg Hines.

Ben was the first student to register with the 
centre, and spoke of the barriers he faced as a re-
gional person with a disability wanting to access 
higher education. He now has a BA in Political 

Science from Victoria University and a Graduate 
Certificate from Charles Stuart University.

Former Newhaven College student Meg 
Hines, currently studying a BA in Environ-
mental Science at Monash, said the CUC had 
allowed her to stay connected with her family 
and community while pursuing her higher edu-
cation goals.

“CUC gives us all a leg up,” Meg said.
“I want to say thank you, because it’s life-

changing for students like us.”
Other speakers included Bass Coast Mayor, Cr 

Michael Whelan who spoke passionately about 
the importance of education and how vital it was 
to overcome the barriers that people faced.

“I had Gough to help me. Free education is a 
great thing,” Cr Whelan said.

“CUC is opening up opportunities over the 
tyranny of distance that prevented people go-
ing on to further education.”

South Gippsland Mayor, Cr Moira Davies, 
herself a teacher for 30 years, said “education 
is power”.

“When we are little, we have incredible aspi-
rations, but as we get older, we are limited by 
life and responsibilities.

“A facility like this makes it possible for peo-
ple to come back to education at different stages 
of life.”

The chair of the Bass Coast Community 
Foundation, Phil Friedlos said the foundation 
shares a key aim with the centre.

“One of our priorities is to increase the aspira-
tion of young people for knowledge, skills and 
learning.”

Nicole Griffin from the Federation University 
Innovation Centre talked about her own educa-
tion journey, leaving a country town to study at 
university.

“If I had something like CUC, I would have 
stayed. People who went off to university never 
returned and that had an incredible impact on 
the town.”

She described the centre as an “excellent ex-
ample of innovation”, helping to keep talent in 
the region.

Director Don Paproth had the current events 
in Ukraine on his mind, describing education 
as vital in order for people to understand the 
world they live in.

“You need to understand the lessons of his-
tory to avoid the mistakes of history,” he said.

To find out more about the Bass Coast Coun-
try Universities Centre, visit www.cucbass-
coast.educ.au or call Andrea Evans-McCall on 
0418 515 328.

Celebrating women in Bass Coast

University Centre celebrates 
one year milestone

Catherine Basterfield (PINP), Sanny Conning, Emma Brabham (BCH), Dona Tantirimu-
dalige (WPW), Ali Wastie (BCSC), Jan Child (BCH), Dr Niki Vincent (Public Sector Gender 
Equality Commissioner), Rebecca Slavin and Cr Leticia Laing.

Staff from Westernport Water at the IWD function at Phillip Island Winery: Meg Humph-
rys, Alana Russell, Tamika Johnston, Susan O’Sullivan, Susan Stephens and Viona Veitch.

Former Newhaven College student Meg Hines with former principal (and current CUC 
board member) Gea Lovell. In her speech, Meg used a story Mrs Lovell told the students 
about a master archer, to explain how the centre had helped her take aim and achieve her 
education goals.

Board members Danny Luna and Don 
Paproth at the first birthday celebrations at 
the Bass Coast Country Universities Centre.

The first student to sign up at the centre, 
Ben Corcoran with Jess Harle, at the cen-
tre’s birthday celebrations.
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A new campaign designed to attract visi-
tors and highlight the experiences available 
across Phillip Island was launched last week.

The launch at Isola Di Capri was attended 
by members and stakeholders of the local 
tourism industry.

The Phillip Island 101 km2 campaign aims 
to highlight the range of quality travel expe-
riences across the region, and features the 
Payne family from Cape Woolamai.

It will include a TV commercial and social 
media adverts.

The soundtrack to the campaign is by local 
artist Steph Strings of San Remo, who enter-
tained guests at the launch.

Phillip Island 101 km2 introduces poten-
tial visitors to the concept of exploring the 
Island’s many experiences across the region 

from San Remo to The Nobbies.
The ad features a voice over that says: “Here 

on Victoria’s Phillip Island, the question isn’t 
where do you start ... but, why does it have to 
end? 101 square kilometres of amazing expe-
riences is waiting.”

Destination Phillip Island (DPI) will roll out 
various inspiring stories and digital pieces to 
share the amazing experiences of Phillip Island. 

Launch and campaign
Research and development of the campaign 

took place over the past six months, while Co-
vid restrictions were still in place, with filming 
and production in late December 2021.

The Australian Government’s Recovery for 
Regional Tourism program provided grant 
funding for the campaign, which will target 

interstate and Victorian markets.
Melbourne-based campaign agency Hardhat 

created and produced the campaign, with Betty 
Wants In delivering the digital assets, working 
alongside DPI staff, led by Arnika Martin.

Various local experiences and venues were 
included in the campaign shoot.

At the launch, Chris Ince from Hardhat pre-
sented an overview of the development and 
research for the campaign and the creative 
process.

The campaign will run interstate from mid-
March until the end of September.

Supporting the campaign for winter will be 
a voucher incentive program for interstate visi-
tors also supported by the Federal government.

For more, go to visitphillipisland.com.au/
destination-phillipisland

Tourism 101: campaign 
to help region’s recovery

Everyone attending the Phillip Island 101km2 campaign launch donned a T-shirt adorned with the new campaign logo.

San Remo’s Steph Strings provided the 
soundtrack for the new campaign and per-
formed for guests at the launch last week.

Georgia Bisset from Wildlife Cruises with 
Snapper House BnB owner Lynda Clark.

Fergus Cameron and Nicole Edwards from 
the Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit. Nicole, 
Tourism Manager at the circuit, described the 
Phillip Island 101km2 campaign as perfect.

Elizabeth Dixon from MAS National with Deb O’Brien from Phillip Island Helicopters.

Glenn Holland from the Phillip Island Information Centre, Pauleen Boulton, formerly of DPI 
and newly appointed Business Development Officer at the South Gippsland Shire Council, 
Michael Wells from Ripples and Tonic with Tina Orr, DPI PR Manager.

Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit’s Dave Bennett (right) and Luke 
Sibson (left) with Nature Parks’ Melissa Cashman.

Lucy Couper from the Phillip Island Information Centre with Emilie 
Cutler and Jenni McMillan from Bass Coast Shire Council.
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Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

WONTHAGGI 
UNION COMMUNITY 

ARTS CENTRE

96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
find us on Facebook 
www.wonthaggiartscentre.com.au
phone: 03 5671 2470

What’s On This Week?

COMING SOON

Best Sellers [M] 1h42m 
Belfast [M] 1h38m
Spencer [M] 1h56m
Death on the Nile [M] 2h07m

10.00am
12.15pm
2.30pm
5.00pm

Wed 16 Mar

Bass 
Coast 
ShortsShorts
Fri 8 Apr
Sat 9 Apr

MAR 15

Greener Pastures
Documentary & Panel Discussion

Fri 25 Mar   6.00pm

7.30pm
Mother & Son - Live Theatre
www.trybooking.com/BIKGR

Fri 18 Mar

5.00pm   Care Love Dance school performance
Sat 19 Mar

A Taste of Ireland Sun 10 Apr   7.30pm

Sat 2 Jul   7.00pm

Circling Time 
Songs & Stories by Kutcha Edwards

Sun 10 Jul   8.00pm

Phillip Island Rural Australians  
for Refugees (RAR) group 

is holding a major fundraiser for the  
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) called 

FEAST FOR FREEDOM
We will use recipes from refugees who have been  
assisted by ASRC and provide a delicious dinner  

at the Rhyll Mechanics Institute Hall  
on April 2nd at 7.00 pm. Donation is $43 per person. 

Your donation will help  provide, for example, safe housing,  
hot meals and help fund a mental health social worker to support 

refugees who are struggling to provide for their families.  
Also talks, door prizes and a raffle of a painting  

by Margaret Lacey. 
Bring family and friends and make a table.  

You will be supporting people seeking asylum. 
All donations will raise funds for the  

Asylum Seeker Resource Centre.
Book with trybooking.  

Enquiries to Gabrielle 0410 441 540 or  
gabesmahony4@gmail.com.
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THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news

On March 20, the Phillip Island 
Jazz Club presents Jazz Running 
Wild at the Phillip Island Bowling 
Club, starting at 2pm.

Jazz Running Wild is a project 
group of the Australian Jazz Mu-
seum, for under 25s.

They are a skilled bunch of 
young musicians and the future 
of jazz belongs to them.

Jazz Running Wild will excite 
you as they perform a great se-
lection of traditional and modern 
jazz standards.

Musical Director Graeme Pend-
er indicates that they are in good 
form following appearances at 
the Australian Jazz Convention 
in Albury last December, and 
more recently at Ringwood Lake 

with many people dancing to 
their music.

The new venue for the Jazz Club 
is Phillip Island Bowling Club, at 
40 Dunsmore Road in Cowes.

“This is a great opportunity to 
not only encourage future jazz 
musicians but to indicate to Phillip 
Island Bowling Club that we are a 
group of music lovers who contin-
ue to be able to pursue that love at 
the great facilities of the Club,” a 
Jazz Club spokesperson said.

For more information please 
contact Robin on 0432 814 407 or 
Jill on 0417 416 300.

Show commences at 2.00pm.
“Let’s see big numbers in atten-

dance to encourage and support 
the star musicians of the future.”

The Phillip Island Conserva-
tion Society (PICS) will be hold-
ing a Meet the Candidates forum 
for the candidates contesting 
the Federal election to be held 
in May.

The event will be on Friday 
evening, April 29 at the St Phil-
ip’s Hall in Cowes. Details of the 
event, including which candi-
dates are attending will be avail-
able closer to the day.

The Bass CWA group is host-
ing their 67th Creative Arts Ex-
hibition in April.

The exhibition on Saturday 
April 9 and Sunday April 10 will 
be held at the public hall in Loch.

Displays include members’ 
cooking, preserves, needle-
work, knitting, crochet, fl ora 
and photography.

With cooking and craft dem-

onstrations, raffl es and trading 
table there is something for all 
the family.

The exhibition is open from 
10am – 4pm on Saturday and 
9.30am – 3.30pm on Sunday.

Admission is $5 adults, chil-
dren with adults free. 

For more information, con-
tact Kaye Illingworth 0459 
776 668.

Volunteers from the Phillip Island World 
Vision Club have raised over $5000 for the 
Ukraine Appeal over the long weekend.

Club President Lynne Kharanda praised 
the dedicated work of the volunteer collec-
tors and the generosity of both locals and 
visitors.

“It is satisfying to know that this mon-
ey will be immediately available to fund 
World Vision’s work to ease suffering in the 
Ukraine and for refugees on its borders.”

Teams collected in both Cowes and San 
Remo

“Our wholehearted thanks to our teams 
– Linda and Tony Andrews, Nance Gooder-
ham and Ruth Partridge, Edith Fletcher and 
Gail Browne and Krishna and John Meth-
ven,” said Lynne.

“Our volunteers say they enjoyed meeting 
people, and were warmed by the generosity 
of locals and visitors alike.

“Thanks also to those of you who let your 
family, friends and visitors know about our 
collection points. We are very grateful, too, 
to the businesses who hosted us: Coles in 
Cowes, and the Spicy Duck and IGA in San 
Remo.”

The volunteers collected $5200 with an ad-
ditional donation of $500 made direct into 
the club’s bank account.

The appeal still continues, and anyone 
wishing to donate can do so via the club’s 
bank Account: World Vision Australia – Phil-
lip Island Club. Bendigo Bank: BSB 633000. 
Account:189180375.

Please leave your name and the word 
‘Ukraine’ so that John Hendrie, Club Trea-
surer, can identify the deposit. A receipt is 
available by request from john@hendrie.
com.au.

Anyone needing further information can 
contact Lynne by email on lynne4club@out-
look.com.

“I encourage you to check World Vision’s 
website www.worldvision.com.au/global-
issues/world-emergencies/ukraine-appeal 
for more details about the important work 
we are, in our own small way, supporting,” 
Lynne said.

On March 20, the Phillip Island Jazz Club presents Jazz Running 
Wild at the Phillip Island Bowling Club, starting at 2pm.

Jazz Running Wild

Meet the candidates

Don’t miss the Bass CWA Creative Arts Exhibition at the pub-
lic hall in Loch on April 4 and 5.

Creative Arts from CWA Bass

Support for 
Ukraine
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D I R E C T O R Y

Support the businesses at the  of our community

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  

LK
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A

F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

JD00353AA

P

H
I L L I P  I S L A N D  D I R E C T O

R Y

www.wearephi l l ip is land.com.au

F O L L O W  O N     

Interior Design  
& Decoration

Homewares & Gift
Shop 6, 34 Thompson Ave Cowes

btdesign.com.au

H O M E

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

F O O D  &  D R I N K

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

R E A L  E S T A T E

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Shop 6, 34 Thompson Ave Cowes. brinniethome.com.au

Homewares, 
gifts and other 
beautiful things

New Interior Design 
Studio opening in 

The Concourse soon 
– stay tuned.

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

Bass Coast Shire Council, in 
partnership with the Victorian 
Seniors Festival, is hosting a 
free Seniors Festival fi lm and 
lunch event in Wonthaggi on 
Tuesday, March 22.

Seniors Festival events are 
held across Victoria to honour 
senior community members and 
to encourage them to get out and 
about by participating in free or 
low cost activities.

The event includes a fi lm 
screening at the Wonthaggi 
Union Community Arts Centre, 
as well as a lunch at the Wont-

haggi Workmen’s Club, free for 
Victorian Seniors Card holders.

If you don’t have a Seniors Card 
or you’re a senior who would like 
to attend with a friend or relative 
who doesn’t have a card, there 
are also paid tickets available 
for this event.

The morning session starts at 
10.30am and features the fi lm 
‘Belfast’. The afternoon session 
starts at 2pm and will feature 
the fi lm ‘Death on the Nile’.

Lunch can be enjoyed anytime 
between 12pm and 2pm at the 
Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 

just across the road from the 
theatre.

Tickets are limited, so book-
ings are essential for all attend-
ees through www.trybooking.
com/871280 or by calling the 
Arts Centre on (03) 5671 2470.

Transport assistance to and 
from the event is available free 
of charge for Seniors Card hold-
ers and their companion/s from 
a number of central locations 
across Bass Coast.

To request this assistance 
please contact Council’s Social 
and Community Planning Team.

Free fi lm event for Seniors Festival
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An online petition calling for a 
path between Cowes and Ventnor 
has been signed by up to 200 people.

The petition, on change.org, was 
started at the beginning of the 
month and will run for another fort-
night before being presented to Bass 
Coast Shire Council.

It calls for a shared path for pe-
destrians and cyclists between the 
two towns and was started by long-
term local and dedicated cyclist 
Owen Bentley with his friend Lisa 
Bendtsen.

Owen said a path between Cow-
es and Ventnor had been flagged 
by the shire several years ago, but 
“then buried”, adding it was more 
urgent now than ever.

“There’s no off-road path the 
whole way, with many parts of the 
route requiring cyclists to mix with 
traffic,” he said.

“Church Street is a nightmare 
because of the amount of cars and 
there’s no shoulder.”

He envisaged the path would be 
about eight kilometres long and 
three metres wide, running ideally 
along the coastline, but more realis-
tically along Ventnor Road.

Owen is one of the original mem-
bers of Phillip Island Cyclists, 
which has 700 members and sees 
rides around the island on week-
ends – and in summer during the 
week – of about 50km.

“The group is more about road 
riding. We do some trails and tracks 
so the path would be for all the pub-
lic to enjoy.

“I’m a big supporter of active trans-
port, that we should make it easy for 
people to ride or walk if they can.

“Most people are happy to ride five 
to 10km if you give them a safe place 
to ride where they’re not hassled by 
traffic, or hassle traffic.”

Those who have signed the peti-
tion already agree with Owen.

Andrew Degorski wrote: “I’m 
signing because I do not feel safe 

riding between Ventnor and Cowes, 
especially with children”.

Rohan Bowers said roads were 
too narrow to ride for adults and 
kids “and it’s busy all year round on 
them now”.

Julia Mascitelli agreed.
“I don’t feel safe riding on the 

roads during peak tourist times. The 
island is becoming busier and busier 
and this bike path would provide an-
other option for cyclists who feel un-
safe sharing roads with motorists.”

www.change.org/p/bass-coast-
shire-council-build-a-path-from-
ventnor-to-cowes

Mario Crisafulli has again 
claimed his title as the king of lo-
cal tomato growers, harvesting 
around 100 kilos of tomatoes this 
year.

This is a regular occurrence for 
the passionate home gardener, who 
regularly reports a crop of this size.

This year his largest tomato – an 
Oxheart – weighed in at 820 grams.

Mario said the Oxheart has a 
thinner skin, lots of pips and a 
sweet flavour, and assured us his 
tomatoes taste better than any you 
will buy from a store.

If not shared with friends and 
family, or eaten fresh off the vine, 
Mario cooks up his harvest into a 
tomato sauce, to be enjoyed all year 
round.

Five community organisations 
have been supported in the lat-
est round of the Westernport Wa-
ter Community Support program, 
sharing in $11,000.

The recipients, which will share in 
$11,000 of funding are: Newhaven Pri-
mary School, San Remo Pre-school, 
Phillip Island Community and Learn-

ing Centre (PICAL), The San Remo 
Channel Challenge and the Cowes 
Classic/Little Penguin Dash.

If your community group, sport-
ing club or not-for-profit organisa-
tion is looking for support for a 
project or event, applications for the 
2022/23 Community Support pro-
gram open in June 2022.

Bass Coast Shire residents take a 
bow. You are the best recyclers in the 
state, according to a recent Sustain-
ability Victoria report.

The latest Local Government 
Waste Services Report shows that 
Victoria produced a record breaking 
2.37 million tonnes of waste in 2019-
20, an 8.1 per cent increase on the pre-
vious year.

While Victorians generated more 
household waste than ever before, 45 
per cent of that waste was diverted 

from landfill through recycling and 
organics collections. In Bass Coast, 
75.8 per cent of kerbside waste was 
diverted from landfill – the best result 
of any Victorian council area.

“This is the third year in a row that 
Bass Coast has held the number one 
spot, clearly demonstrating our com-
munity’s determination to keep waste 
out of landfill,” Bass Coast Shire 
Mayor, Cr Michael Whelan said.

“The Bass Coast community de-
serves to be acknowledged and cel-

ebrated for their brilliant recycling 
efforts. Here in Bass Coast, we are 
committed to living in harmony with 
our environment while we prepare 
for future challenges and changes.

“We declared a climate emergency 
back in 2019 and we’re proud to be 
leading the way in recycling and 
resource recovery,” Cr Whelan con-
cluded.

To see the full Sustainability Victo-
ria report, visit www.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/wastewinners.

Most ratepayers welcomed a state 
government cap on rates which has 
seen rate increases capped at be-
tween two and 2.5 per cent since 2016.

However a report from the Aus-
tralia Institute’s Centre for Future 
Works claims the rate capping policy 
has cost thousands of jobs and re-
duced the scope and quality of coun-
cil services.

The report, commissioned by the 
Australian Services Union, found 
setting rates with a blunt instrument 
such as a cap damages local work-
forces, with detrimental effects on 
essential community services.

It claims the rate cap has cost up to 
42 jobs in Bass Coast Shire, and a fur-
ther 34 in South Gippsland.

Across the six Gippsland shires, it 
claims 333 jobs have been lost.

The report finds that despite Victo-
ria recording population growth of 
over 20 per cent in the past decade, 
there were about 3000 fewer local 
government workers in 2019/20 than 
eight years prior, and rate capping 
has cost up to 7425 jobs in the public 

and private sectors, reducing GDP by 
up to $890 million in 2021/22.

Local government revenue from 
other sources, including user fees and 
fines, is now growing at more than 
twice the rate than before the cap was 
introduced.

Report author and economist Dan 
Nahum said there is no evidence that 
rate caps make local councils ‘more 
efficient’. Instead, they simply take 
money out of much-needed council 
services and rob local communities 
of employment opportunities.

“Far from protecting ratepayers 
and residents, rate caps hurt them. 
Rate caps compromise service de-
livery, negatively impact employ-
ment and wages amongst residents 
employed in the local government 
sector, result in higher fees collected 
through other revenue tools, and re-
duce local government expenditures 
flowing back into the private sector.” 
Mr Nahum said.

Local snapshot
According to the staff figures in 

Bass Coast Shire Council’s Annual 
Reports, there were 33 less full-time 
equivalent positions at the council in 
2020/21 compared to 2016/17 (285.22 
versus 318.47).

Staff figures were at the lowest 

in 2019/20, with 62.82 less full-time 
equivalent positions than in 2016/17 
(255.65 versus 318.47).

Full-time equivalent figures reflect 
the number of positions, not the ac-
tual number of staff. In the 2015/16 

Annual Report, council stated there 
were 397 people employed to work 
in the 318.47 (FTE) positions. Later 
reports did not provide figures on the 
actual number of staff employed.

Bass Coast Shire’s overall revenue 
grew by $23.83 million between 
2016/17 and 2020/21, but the percent-
age of the overall budget made up 
from rates and charges remained vir-
tually unchanged (62 per cent com-
pared to 62.08 per cent).

The percentage of revenue raised 
by statutory fees and fines, and user 
fees dropped over the same period, 
in contrast to the report’s claim that 
user fees and fines were growing 
more than twice as fast as before the 
cap was introduced.

In dollar value, in 2020/21, $6.15 
million of the council budget came 
from statutory fees, fines and user 
fees, compared to $6.75 million in 
2016/17.

The percentage of revenue raised 
from grants also decreased from 19 
per cent in 2016/17 to 14.31 per cent in 
2020/21.

A report from the Australia Institute’s Centre for Future Works claims 
the rate capping policy has cost thousands of jobs and reduced the 
scope and quality of council services.

Do rate caps cost jobs?

That’s one hearty tomato!

Westernport Water’s Hydration Station was a welcome sightfor Little 
Penguin Dash and Cowes Classic competitors, providing much needed 
hydration at the finish line.

Community support 
from Westernport Water

We are the champions! Bass 
Coast Victoria’s best recyclers

Phillip Island Cyclists member Owen Bentley has started a petition call-
ing for a path between Cowes and Ventnor.

Petition seeks to pave a path

T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  T H U R S D A y,  M A R c H  1 7 ,  2 0 2 2



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W E D n E S D A y,  M A R c H  1 6 ,  2 0 2 2 2 1

Earlier this month, 57 Newhaven 
College Year 10 students travelled 
to Howqua (near Mansfield) for a 
five-day wilderness trek through 
iconic Victorian alpine areas in-
cluding Sheepyard Flat, Fry’s Hut, 
Tunnel Bend, Tobacco Flat and Run-
ning Creek.

In partnership with The Outdoor 
Education Group, the College said 
the hike was designed to present a 
significant personal challenge, slow 
the pace of life, remove the distrac-
tion of social media, and focus on 
the development of community.

“As well as developing lightweight 
camping skills, students had the op-
portunity to foster a positive under-
standing of themselves and others, 

recognise their own strengths and 
those of others through the lens 
of personal challenges,” a College 
spokesperson said.

“They learnt to identify their char-
acter strengths and the positive ef-
fect they experience when they use 
them, and how to develop a growth 
mindset and build resilience.”

The hike is a new undertaking for 
all Year 10 students at the College.

“Whilst some found the trek chal-
lenging, the overwhelming feed-
back was that it was an invaluable 
experience.

“Resilience, teamwork, leadership 
skills and the appreciation of our 
natural world are just some of the 
benefits our Year 10 students gained.”

Phillip Island Village School 
first offered Auslan as a LOTE op-
tion in 2021, when Joanna Bovell, 
who has a diploma in Auslan and 
Deaf Studies, started working as 
an Assistant Mentor at the school.

Students of all ages enthusias-
tically signed up to Auslan ses-
sions, and have enjoyed the fun 
and interactive lessons.

In Cycle 1, students focused on 
new vocabulary including trans-
port, directions, and time.

Joanna used a range of engag-
ing games and activities to review 
the vocabulary, finger spelling 
and numbers that students had 
learned last year.

She also introduced students to 
the history of deaf people in Aus-
tralia and how Auslan developed 
from other signed languages over-
seas.

In Cycle 2, students will be tak-
ing a close look at the importance 
of ‘HOLME’ in Auslan, which 
means breaking each sign down 
into: Handshape, Orientation, Lo-
cation, Movement and Expression.

By examining the signs in this 
way, the students will be able to 
improve their signing as they will 
have a better idea of the impor-
tance of each feature of a sign.

They will be playing more games 
and learning songs in Auslan.

A simple idea aimed at saving seals 
from becoming tangled in trawl net-
ting at Phillip Island has already re-
duced the amount of waste that fish-
ing boats lose in the ocean.

Phillip Island Nature Parks part-
nered with the South East Trawl 
Fishing Industry Association (SET-
FIA) and RMIT University Behav-
ioural Scientists on the ‘Bins on 
Boats’ project – which has more 
than doubled the amount of rubbish 
returning to shore on fishing ves-
sels from an average of 31 litres to 
66 litres per vessel.

The researchers are optimistic 
the project has already contributed 
to a reduction in seals entangled in 
trawl net fragments at Seal Rocks.

From 2017-2020, the number of 
trawl net entanglements recorded 
at Seal Rocks has decreased from 
seven in 2017, to four in 2018 and 
2019, and two in 2020.

“Initially we thought it would take 
years to see the impact of the trial, 
but early signs are positive and the 
benefits are clear, with commercial 
fishing vessels doubling the amount 
of rubbish they bring back to shore,” 
Nature Parks marine scientist Re-
becca McIntosh said.

The researchers found there was 
a lack of appropriate bins onboard 
commercial fishing vessels and 
investigations of fragments taken 
from seals suggested that cut trawl 

netting was being accidentally 
blown or washed overboard in the 
rough sea conditions.

The idea was simple: better bins, 
and more of them.

With funding from the Victorian 
Government, specially designed 
wheelie bins with wind-proof lids 
were offered to fishing operators 
who use a variety of fishing gear 
at the port of Lakes Entrance, San 
Remo, Portland and other ports in 
Victoria.

“It has only been about three 
years of the bins being fully used, 
so we will want to see the results 
in another year or two before we’re 
fully confident, but the signs are re-
ally promising,” Dr McIntosh said.

“We have potentially reduced 
trawl net entanglement of seals in 
the Bass Strait simply through the 
use of purpose-built bins.”

Plastic in the ocean comes from a 
variety of sources and most origi-
nates from land. It is wide-ranging 
and moves around with the cur-
rents. Entanglement in both com-
mercial trawl net fragments, recre-
ational fishing line and other waste 
has been an ongoing source of harm 
for Australian fur seals.

From 2017-2020, there were 17 en-
tanglements in trawl netting, 27 in 
recreational fishing line and 35 in 
other rubbish such as balloon rib-
bons, plastic rings and cap bands.

However, the fishing industry 
wanted to play its part in reducing 
entanglements.

SETFIA Executive Officer, Simon 
Boag, said the commercial fish-
ing industry was proud to design, 
source and distribute bins for the 
Bins on Boats initiative.

“We are working with our fishers 
and Phillip Island Nature Parks be-
cause sustainable fishing practices, 
such as correct waste disposal, pro-
tect our future,” he said.

In a unique collaboration, RMIT 
Behavioural Scientists Alex Kus-
manoff and Sarah Bekessy played 
a key role to address the human 
behaviour side of the project, in-
cluding surveying vessel crews and 
specially designing the labelling on 
the bins.

“All conservation problems are ul-
timately about human behaviour, so 
there is great potential for applying 
behavioural science to help solve 
conservation problems,” Dr Kus-
manoff said.

“However, this is still rather rare, 
so it’s wonderful to work with agen-
cies who are willing to try new ap-
proaches and to experiment with dif-
ferent management interventions.”

The Bins on Boats study has been 
published in the international Con-
servation Science and Practice 
while a report and fact sheet are 
also available online.

The invaluable and tireless work 
of a wildlife carer, Colleen Gilbee 
has been recognised through the 
Victorian Government’s Wildlife 
Rehabilitator Grants.

Colleen Gilbee runs The Wildlife 
Rescue and Rehabilitation Shelter 
Bass Coast servicing the San Remo 
and Phillip Island area and has 
been awarded a grant of $2,997.59.

State MP for Bass, Jordan Crug-
nale announced the funding earlier 
this month, and presented Colleen 
with a “Community Gem” award for 
her wildlife work.

“The Wildlife Rescue and Reha-
bilitate Shelter does an amazing job 
in protecting our local wildlife,” Ms 
Crugnale said.

“Ms Gilbee has been doing this 
rescue work for over 20 years which 
is a testament to her dedication and 
care for animals, their wellbeing 
and survival.”

Funding from the Wildlife Reha-
bilitator Grants program supports 
authorised wildlife shelter opera-
tors, foster carers and key wildlife 
organisations and can be used for a 
variety of purposes including train-
ing, equipment, cages, enclosures, 
food, petrol, medical supplies and 
other similar purposes.

Ms Crugnale said she also wanted 
to acknowledge the work for Wild-
life Victoria.

“They are always looking for vol-
unteers in rescue and transport, 
foster carers and shelters and edu-
cation.

“Bass Coast have only a few car-
ers and very few rescue volunteers.”

Wildlife Victoria is running a 
Gippsland training course on April 
23 and details on how to register, 
along with fact sheets, education 
materials, including information of 
how to do a pouch search and the 
number to call for assistance can all 
be found at www.wildlifevictoria.
org.au/get-involved/volunteer.

There was a mystery guest at Sil-
verleaves on Wednesday morning.

A local resident spotted this 
submarine that surfaced in the 
waters off Cowes, just before 8am.

“We watched it coming west 
from Cowes, then it did a U-turn 
and stopped in front of Silver-
leaves,” they said.

Crew could be seen on top of 
the sub, which stayed in place 
for around 10 minutes, before 
moving on.

The Defence Department has 
been contacted for comment.

A video of the submarine is 
available at www.pisra.com.au/
sub-surfaces-near-silverleaves.

Luke Hill, a trawler and gillnetter from San Remo, Victoria, has placed one of the bins on his vessel Metis.

Helping save the seals

State Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale MP with Community Gem 
2021 Colleen Gilbee, gifting a beautiful hamper packed full of local Bass 
Coast produce.

Funding for tireless wildlife carer

Sub sighted at Silverleaves

Hiking the high country

Summer Crestani, Ella Marshall and Amelia Battersby, Year 10 students 
from Newhaven College took part in a five-day wilderness trek in Victo-
rian alpine areas.

Village students get hands 
on with new language

Village School students Jay, Cedric, 
Jack and Noah listening to Joanna 
Bovell explain some signs, as part of 
the school’s Ausland LOTE program.

Savannah and Olive learn the Auslan 
sign for ‘happy’. The Village School 
offers Auslan as a LOTE option.

T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  T H U R S D A y,  M A R c H  1 7 ,  2 0 2 2



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W E D n E S D A y,  M A R c H  1 6 ,  2 0 2 22 2

CAR REMOVAL

JD00050AA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY YOU*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED

BASS COAST RECYCLERS
5672 2946   0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ELECTRICIAN

JO
00

68
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A

JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

CLEANING

www.eighthelement.com.au

Airbnb & accommodation

Linen service

Commercial cleaning

Vacate cleans

cleaning

0421 665227

email: info@eighthelement.com.au

Sharon Elliott
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EARTHMOVING

LK
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A

0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

CONCRETER

JO
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A
CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791

LK
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TIM NEWMAN

CARPET CLEANING

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic – upholstery

• Rental bond specialists • Fast, efficient service
RICHIE & DI LAING JD

00
12

2A
A

0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

BLINDS & CARPET

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

LAWN MOWING

LK
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64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

CONCRETER
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0402 454 742
DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS
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Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios, Pool Surrounds  

Pattern, Plain and Exposed Aggregates

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING
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CONCRETER

LK
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* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs
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PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637

LK
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6A

A

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS
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GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

CARAVAN REPAIRS

• ALL MAKES AND MODELS
• CUT AND POLISHING

• SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES
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BASS HWY CAR 
REMOVAL
UNWANTED CARS  

& SCRAP METAL REMOVED

FREE
7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL SHANE 

0407 599 616  
OR 5678 2002

CAR REMOVAL
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BUILDER

AIR CONDITIONING

JD00514AA

CHIMNEY/FLUE CLEANING
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Richie Laing
Since 1987

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

EXCAVATION
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Excavation, landscaping  
and property maintenance 

Call Peter 0418 265 615 
sundconstruction@hotmail.com
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ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business Guide
CONTACT JANE ON 5952 3201 
OR EMAIL ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING
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A

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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STORAGE

LK
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

LAUNDRY SERVICES
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Island Premium Laundry offer all  
your laundry needs from general house  
washing to your pet beds or blankets.

We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,  
call 59 522 889 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au
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STEEL

C&K WELDING & FABRICATION.
3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922
03 5900 2995  |  CNKWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM

C&K
WELDING & 
FABRICATION
MILD STEEL, STAINLESS STEEL, 
ALUMINIUM AND METAL FABRICATION

3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922
03 5900 2995  |  CNKWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
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40

5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

LANDSCAPING

Our landscaping designs are practical,  
innovative and sustainable.

We provide punctual,  
reliable service, every time.

Laurence Marr  |  0411 608 482
laurencedmarr@gmail.com

• FREE APPRAISALS • OBLIGATION FREE QUOTES
• ALL LANDSCAPING NEEDS

JD
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TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services

PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

TILING

Tiling
Bathroom repairs
Leaking showers

Re-grouting
30 yrs experience and no jobs too small.

Rob Davies – 0418 522 044
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LAWN MOWING

LK
00

02
0A

A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANING
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WINDOW 
CLEANING  

0409 946 839

Glassed Out Window Cleaning
Fully insured

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637
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DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS
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GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

ROOFING
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• Domestic & Commercial • Repairs
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
• Aluminium Gutter Guard • Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
METAL ROOFINGMETAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

TREE SERVICES

Call now for a free quote

0491 032 999

Competetive rates

Total tree removal

Mulch sales 

Hedging

Pruning

Firewood

Storm cleanup

Lot clearing

Hazardous limbs
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Specialising in tree  
Pruning & Removal

SILVERBACK

TREE 
SERVICES

EXCAVATION

JD
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Excavation, landscaping  
and property maintenance 

Call Peter 0418 265 615 
sundconstruction@hotmail.com

SEWING & ALTERATIONS

POOLS

SPARKLING CLEAR
Pool Service

Gary Gaskin
0407 053 311 • gary.gg@bigpond.com

• Pool Maintenance
• Tiling & Coping Repairs
• Equipment Replacement
• Renova� ons

SPARKLING CLEAR
Pool Service
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Seek, buy and sell

SHAW, Robert John: 

(Bob or Robbie) 

20/6/1937 – 9/3/2022 

Loved husband of Chris-
tine for 62 years. 

Adored Dad of Karen, 
Sandy, Helen & Paul. 

Cherished Pa to Shaun, 
Kasey & Ben, Kim, Josh 

& Jaewon, 
Jess, Alex, Nathan, Noah 

& Emily. 

Loving Great Pa of Har-
rison, Lorelei & Lincoln. 

Forever in our hearts 
and will be sadly missed 

xxx

TRAILER
Steel 6’ x 4’ tilting tray. 
$300. 
5952 1979.

GERLACH:
The Funeral Service 

for Mr. John (Jo) Colin 
Gerlach will be held 
at St. John’s Uniting 

Church, Chapel Street, 
Cowes on WEDNESDAY 

(Mar. 23, 2022) at 
11.00am. 

A private cremation 
will follow.

SHAW:
A Memorial Service to 

Celebrate the Life of Mr. 
Robert John Shaw will 

be held at the 
San Remo Bowls Club, 

1A Wynne Avenue, San 
Remo on FRIDAY (Mar. 
18, 2022) at 2.00pm. 

A private family burial 
will precede this service. 

Bob’ memorial service 
will be live streamed. 

Please go to www.hand-
leyandandersonfuner-
als.com.au for details. 

COWES:
28 Monash Ave, 
Saturday 19th March 
from 9am – 2pm.

NEWHAVEN:
5 Wencliff Crt, 
Sat 19th March 9am - 
12pm. hardware cabinet, 
heaters, books, DVDs, nic 
nacs, tools etc.

Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
REPAIRS AND  

RESTORATIONS 
From timber to metal – 
small to large projects 

Reasonable prices
Open Tues Wed & Thurs 

9am to noon
Contact Terry on 
0438 808 428

JO0006AA

M
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79
43

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser

is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,

you may approach the
newspaper itself  

or contact the  
Council by email

info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone 

(02) 8261 1930. 
For further

information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

Phillip Island Winery

Front of House / Bar / 
Wait staff. 

8-25 hours / week (dep 
on applicant). 

Exp preferred. 

Apply to hello@phillipis-
landwinery.com.au.

DEATHS

FUNERALS

FOR SALE

GARAGE SALES

SITUATIONS 
VACANT

GERLACH, John (Jo) 
Colin:

Passed away peacefully 
on 6th March 2022

16/04/1953 - 
06/03/2022

Much loved brother of 
Anne, Linda and Mark. 
Brother in law of John, 

Jim and Ann.

John will be missed by 
all and Suzi, his beloved 

Blue Heeler.

You are gone from our 
sight but not from our 
hearts and memories.

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days
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CLEANERS REQUIRED 
HOLIDAY HOUSE CLEANERS.
We are looking for cleaners to clean holiday homes. 
Attention to detail is a must, you will need your own 
car and cleaning equipment.
Flexible hours, casual work, suit partner teams.
Call now to discuss – 03 5952 3922

Positions Vacant 
Cape Woolamai, Phillip Island

Come and join the team at Bang Bang Bar 
and Food. We are seeking applications for:

• sous chef/exp cook
• casual front of house 
• casual kitchen hand 

You need to have:
• Experience in a premium venue
• Strong knowledge in respective role
• Passionate about what you do
• The ability to multi-task and perform in  
   high pressured service periods
• Professional communication, service,  
   skills and guest focused
• Strong work ethic, reliable, punctual  
   and organised
• R.S.A
If you are professional and take your role 
seriously, we’d love to hear from you. Come 
and work within a great team environment.
Need to be available and flexible for afternoon, 
evenings, weekends and public holidays.

Email your application to:  
bangbangbarandfood@outlook.com  

or drop resume to Bang Bang,  
Vista Place, Cape Woolamai. 

(03) 5922 4374

JD
00

65
2A

A

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Newhaven College is an independent    

co-educational school on Phillip 
Island offering quality education for 

students from Prep to Year 12. 
We are seeking to employ a   

 

People & Culture 
Manager 

In an ongoing part-time position. 

For details on requirements, duties, and 
responsibilities, visit our website 
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/         

about/ work-at-newhaven 
 
Applications close 4.00pm, Monday 28 March 

2022 should be submitted to 
katrina.lawrence@newhavencol.vic.edu.au 

 
Newhaven College is a child safe environment. 

Every child has a right to be safe, and at the 
College we have a zero tolerance for child safety 

risks (including child abuse and reportable 
conduct).  As such, preferred applicants will be 

subject to child protection screening, background 
and reference checks, verification of identity 

checks and must adhere to the College’s child safe 
practices, as outlined in the Child Protection 

Program policies available on the College website. 
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B Phillip Island Adventure Resort
Is seeking 

Program/Activity Instructor
Casual

We are looking for Casual (around 30+ hours per week 
during school terms) activity instructors who are committed, 
enthusiastic, and enjoy working with people in the outdoors. 
The successful applicants will be trained and responsible 
for running high and low element activities for our guests. 
The candidate will support and participate in a high-energy 
Programming Team by conducting activities, looking after 
groups and bringing a bright upbeat attitude to all they do. 
On-site training will be provided upon commencement. 

If you are interested, please send your resume and cover 
letter to Olivia@cyc.org.au 

Successful applicants will be required to obtain an 
employment Working with Children Check, Evidence of up-
to-date Covid Vaccination or Exemption. 

Christian Youth Camps Ltd (CYC) is committed to promoting 
and protecting the best interests of children and has a zero-
tolerance to child abuse.
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1300 720 711
westernportwater.com.au

Community Support Program

 -  Newhaven Primary School 
 -  San Remo Pre-School
 -  Phillip Island Community & Learning Centre (PICAL)
 -  Channel Challenge
 -  Cowes Classic / Little Penguin Dash

Is your local community group, sporting club or not-for profit 
organisation looking for funding support for a project or event 
in the 2022-23 financial year?  Applications open June 2022.

Westernport Water is proud to announce that over $11,000 
will be distributed to 5 community organisations for round 
two of our 2021-22 Community Support Program.

Congratulations to the recipients: 

The Power of Humanity

Phillip Island Branch
www.redcross.org.au

Thank you to all of the Community  
and visitors to the Island  

that came to our stall last Saturday.
We raised $1041.85, which was so generous, and  

all proceeds will be sent to Red Cross Head Office  
for the QLD/NSW Floods and Ukraine Crisis Appeal.

Tasha from Cowes won the Raffle and was very 
happy with her basket of goods.

LK02203A
A

PHILLIP ISLAND DISTRICT 
DARTS LEAGUE IS  

HOLDING IT’S A,G.M.
On Monday the 21st March at 7.00pm.

At 223 Settlement Rd. Cowes.
Enquires phone President, 0400 646 120  

or Secretary, 0430 237 751.

JO
01

35
4A

A

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newhaven College Reunion 
 

Students and staff from the classes of  
1992, 2002, 2012, 2017  

 

are invited to return to Newhaven 
College to celebrate their:   

5, 10, 20 & 30 year reunions. 
  

Saturday, 14 May 2022 (10am-1pm) 
 

To book your ticket visit:  
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/about/events 
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF AGM
19 April 2022

(Tuesday)
7.00pm

ANZAC ROOM 
All Members Welcome

(Members must be financial to attend)
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Seek, buy and sell

We are looking for 
three experienced 
and dynamic people 
to join our diverse and 
inclusive workforce. 

Water 
Careers
Join a safety focused, 
leading employer.

Manager Water & 
Wastewater Treatment

(Full time, ongoing. Senior 
Executive Officer position)

Manage water resource, 
catchment management, 
product quality, integrated 
water planning and dam safety.

Senior Engineer Asset 
Strategy, Planning & 
Performance

(Full time, ongoing. Senior 
Executive Officer position)

Lead the development of 
long term asset management 
strategies, plans, reporting and 
improving asset performance.

Engineer, Asset 
Strategy, Planning & 
Performance

(Full time, ongoing. Band 5)

Assist in developing long term 
asset management strategies, 
plans, reporting and improving 
asset performance.

Applications close 6 April 2022

www.westernportwater.com.au 

or call 1300 720 711

The Phillip Island RSL is searching for genuine people to fill the below positions.
We are seeking enthusiastic and motivated individuals who are looking for 

stable employment.  If you are interested in making hospitality a career or just 
after some casual hours we encourage you to apply for one of our available 
positions.  Training will be provided, you will require a Responsible Service 
of Alcohol certificate for some positions, Gaming and TAB accreditations an 

advantage but can be obtained during employment for the successful person. 

Positions available:
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All positions are required to work across 7 days including Public Holidays.
If you are interested in working in hospitality and fit one of the above positions or 
require a position description email info@pirsl.com.au, please lodge a cover letter 

with your resume stating the position you are applying for or drop into the RSL. 

Venue – Duty Manager x 2 
– Salary based position 

Experience required 
$65k – $70K plus super 

Senior Sous Chef 
– Salary based position
$75k – $80k plus super

Bistro Supervisor/Team 
Leader 

– Salary based position
Experience required 

1 x Full Time 
$55k – $60k plus super

1 x Part Time 
Pro rata $55k – $60k plus super

Front Reception/
Concierge

Part Time positions available  
– up to 50hpw to fill

Gaming/Bar Staff 
Full Time, Part Time and 

Casual hours – RSA minimum 
requirement

Bar/TAB Staff 
Full Time, Part Time and 

Casual hours – RSA minimum 
requirement

Bistro Staff 
Part Time and casual hours

The Nature Parks is an inspiring workplace and, as the largest employer on Phillip Island,  
offers a range of career opportunities. Our people are enthusiastic, committed, and professional 
in what they do. 
We are seeking the following roles to join our organisation 

Cleaner / Maintenance Full Time  Fixed Term (6 months)
Provides a high standard of cleanliness and presentation for our visitors by undertaking cleaning 
and maintenance duties.

Admissions Team Leader  Part Time 
Provides support and guidance to the Commercial team to deliver exceptional, authentic, and 
inspiring experiences through customer service excellence. 

Commercial Sales and Service – Admissions and Retail
Part Time and Casual
These roles deliver exceptional and authentic customer service excellence to our visitors.

For further information on these positions and how to apply visit our website:  
www.penguins.org.au/about/employment/current-vacancies/

VACANCIES
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PCA positions available
(Must have experience) 

Banfields Aged Care is part of a family-
owned Australian Aged Care Group Pty Ltd 
(AACG), which prides itself on imagination 
and innovation in caring for the aged.
We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, 
Cowes, Phillip Island a short stroll into town 
for the local beach and shops.
Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds. 
Banfields Aged care is a 90-bed residential 
care facility which provides an extensive 
range of services.
As a PCA, your responsibilities will be 
to provide nursing care as directed by a 
Registered Nurse.
Casual and permanent part-time contracts 
are available for these positions.
Applicants must have a positive and 
professional work ethic with dedication and 
commitment to high quality care.
Essential criteria:
• Certificate III or IV in Aged Care.
• Current National Police Check.
•  Demonstrated knowledge/ability in

providing safe quality personal care to 
consumers and ensuring the rights of 
consumers are respected.

• Compassionate and empathetic person.
•  Excellent communication skills - both 

written and verbal.
• Efficient time management skills.
•  Must have flexible availability and be

reliable.
• Ability to travel to Cowes on Phillip Island.
• Current evidence of influenza vaccination.
• Both COVID-19 Vaccinations.
• Current Victorian Drivers Licence.
What you can expect from us:
• A friendly, social & collaborative team
•  A workplace that supports and values

their staff
•  Support from management and ongoing

development and education opportunities
Desirable:
•  Previous experience in Residential Aged

Care.
**We are a non-smoking facility.**

If you believe you have the qualities and
skills we are looking for please call: the 
Acting Director of Care, Elizabeth May  

on (03) 5951 2500 or forward your 
resume to emay@banfields.com.au
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Personal Care Assistants

(PCA) Staff Required

Positions for Casual shifts

at Banfields Aged Care

Banfields Aged Care is part of the family owned 

Australian Aged Care Group which prides itself 

on imagination and innovation in caring for the 

aged, with a mission to excel in providing quality 

care services and accommodation.

We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, 

Cowes, a short stroll into town for the local beach 

and shops.

Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds. 

Banfields Aged care is a 90 bed residential care 

facility which provides an extensive range of 

services.

We are seeking dynamic and exceptional PCAs 

staff to be part of our team.

As a PCA your responsibilities will be to provide 

nursing care as directed by a Registered Nurse.

The successful candidate will have:

�

 PCA qualification 

���

Strong communication skills

���

Current Police Check

���

Team player qualities

We are a non-smoking facility.

If you believe you have the qualities and 

skills we are looking for please call the 

Director of Care, Lara Basso on 

5951 2500 or forward

your resume to: lbasso@banfields.com.au
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FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT
Permanent Full Time Position

We are seeking a highly motivated individual to 
join our Finance Team. 

The role will be responsible for all facets of the 
Accounts Receivable function of the business (in a 
job-sharing arrangement 2.5 days per week). The 
role will also include support to the business for 
HR administrative processes and reporting. 

The successful applicant will possess good time 
management, high attention to detail and 
competency with spreadsheets.

The is a permanent full-time position that requires 
some weekend and after-hours work.

For position description and closing date please 
visit our website: www.phillipislandcircuit.com.au
Please email resume and cover letter to 
cassie.stoppa@phillipislandcircuit.com.au

SITUATION VACANT
Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit

Tel: 5952 2710
w:www.phillipislandcircuit.com.au
e:info@phillipislandcircuit.com.au
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Read the Advertiser on your computer, phone 
or device, go to www.pisra.com.au

STAY CONNECTED
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A QUICK ROUNDUP OF NEWS, VIEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

SHORT STACK

ESU Young Leader Bursary 2021
The English-Speaking Union (Victoria Branch) 

young Leader Bursary is now open for applications.
This bursary provides up to $3000 to enable the 

successful applicant to undertake a development 
program or an experiential leadership course.

Applications close on Friday, April 30. (Mel-
bourne time). Full details and the online applica-
tion form are available at esuvic.org.au/content/
young-leader-bursary-0.

Looking for a break?
The latest round of the Victorian Travel Voucher 

Scheme opens on Wednesday March 23.
The 140,000 vouchers will be offered on a first-

come-first-served basis and will close once the 
allocation has been exhausted.

Successful applicants must spend a minimum 
of $400 and stay for at least two-nights in paid 
accommodation such as hotels and motels, ser-
viced apartments, caravan parks, camping sites, 
farm stays and private holiday rentals.

Vouchers will be valid for travel between April 
8 and May 27.

To apply, go to vic.gov.au/business-stimulus-
package.

More support for small business mental 
health

The Mental Wellbeing of Business communities 
Grants Program will provide up to 200 member-
based business communities with a $15,000 
grant for training and tailored support to manage 
stress and anxiety.

Eligible business communities include cham-
bers of commerce, business councils, industry 
associations and trader groups, with the program 
set to have flow-on effects for the tens of thou-
sands of Victorian small businesses they support.

Grant recipients will nominate representatives 
to receive 10 hours of free mental health and well-
being training plus an additional 12 hours of ex-
pert masterclasses which will help them design 
a care plan for their members. www.business.vic.
gov.au.

Digital connection
Around 120 tourism businesses across 

Gippsland are receiving digital skills training and 
mentoring as part of the government’s Regional 
Digital Fund.

The program is designed to build digital tech-
nology infrastructure, skills and capability in re-
gional areas. For more information www.rdv.vic.
gov.au/grants-and-programs/regional-digital-fund

Blood donors sought for new COVID-19 re-
search

A government sponsored project is looking for 
volunteers to provide blood samples in between 
their vaccine doses.

The biobank is a $5 million project that will pro-
vide critical insights into the effectiveness of vac-
cines, long-term effects of cOVID-19 while also help-
ing experts prepare for new strains of coronavirus.

Any Victorian who is due to receive their third 
dose is eligible and donors to the biobank will 
provide five blood samples over a two-year period 
including, shortly before and soon after their third 
dose, then at regular intervals through to 2024.

Researchers are seeking up to 1500 donors and 
are after a strong cross section of the population.

Interested volunteers can find out more infor-
mation and register to donate to the biobank via 
vc2.org.au.

Helping single parents back into the work-
force

The government has expanded its wage sub-
sidy scheme also designed to address workforce 
shortages across Victoria.

Eligible businesses can receive up to $20,000 if 
they hire an unemployed or underemployed single 
parent. The Fund is available to businesses with 
an annual payroll of under $40 million offering 
secure full-time or part-time roles. Positions must 
run for at least 12 months and pay fair wages at or 
above the award or site rate.

How sport can reduce violence against 
women

Applications are open for the Preventing Vio-
lence Through Sport grants program.

Grants of up to $200,000 will be available to 
support new and existing partnerships for clubs, 
leagues and associations to deliver violence pre-
vention initiatives for players, coaches and volun-
teers. Applications close on Friday, April 29. 
sport.vic.gov.au.

Solar training for women
Women can receive subsidised apprentice-

ships, professional mentoring, and access to 
ongoing education to lift the number of women 
participating in the renewables industry through 
the Growing our clean Energy Workforce package.

For further information visit: solar.vic.gov.au/
training-workforce-development

A keen team of Save Western Port Wood-
landers tackled an agapanthus infestation on 
the northern edge of the Gurdies Nature Con-
servation Reserve earlier this month.

Armed with secateurs, they removed 10 
large bags of seeds, preventing the further in-
cursion of the dreaded garden escapee.

The crew were mostly locals but Lisa Law-

rence made the trip all the way from Thorn-
bury to join in the fun. With the world in 
turmoil, there was general agreement that 
blitzing the aggies in good company was a 
therapeutic way to spend a Sunday morning.

Agapanthus is classified as an environmen-
tal weed in Bass Coast, due to its invasive 
nature, which threatens the values of natural 

ecosystems, invading native plant communi-
ties, resulting in a reduction of plant diversity 
and loss of habitat for animals and birds.

Information on environmental weeds, in-
cluding a list of common weeds in Gippsland 
and how to dispose of weeds is available at 
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/services/environ-
ment/weeds-pests

Operation Agapanthus

Agapanthus crew. From left, Liz McDonald, Sue Linley, Ron Hughes, Lisa Lawrence, Lyn Niddrie, Meryl Tobin, Catherine Watson, Ruth 
De Souza and Danny Butt. Photo: Geoff Ellis.

Parking sensors bleed  
the community

So, it looks like nothing will stop this CEO 
installing these parking sensors – despite 
most of the community protesting.

My wife has a disabled sticker on her car. 
There have been several times (mainly in 
Thompson Ave) that the disabled sites have 
been take up (and in several cases by thought-
less people not displaying a valid sticker).

On those occasions we have parked in a 
“normal” parking spot, rather than wait for a 
disabled site to be vacant.

My question therefore is – how will these 
sensors know that we have a valid sticker and 
should not be fined? Perhaps Ms Wastie can 
use her million-dollar limit to come up with a 
suitable answer!

Perhaps a little man will appear in the sen-
sor and tell us!

This is just another revenue raising exer-
cise making this CEO looking good – this is 
one of her KRA’s – to bleed the community!

Gary Simmons, Cowes

One community celebrates  
while another is speechless 

I refer to the article in the Advertiser on 
February 23 about the wonderful news on the 
sealing of Shetland Heights Road, for which I 
am truly delighted for the community’s good 
fortune. 

But I am bewildered that a road of about 
30 properties mostly on large acreage, and 
whose buildings are significantly offset from 
the road, has unexpectedly been catapulted 
from below the Top 20 list of council’s Urban 
Upgrade Priority Program in 2013, to now at 
the top. 

As recently as last September, residents 
were told that “any upgrade would need to be 
part of a Special Charge Scheme that could 
be as far as four years away”. 

Not only will it be sealed as soon as practi-
cable, but it appears that the property own-
ers may not have to pay at all, or very little, 
with funding being provided by the federal 

government, council and developer contribu-
tions. 

How do you reconcile the communities of 
Surf Beach and Sunderland Bay who have 
patiently been waiting at the top of the list for 
the past three to four years. 

The community consultation process only 
commenced last November and if success-
ful, road works won’t commence for four to 
six years with each property owner paying 
about $20,000. 

Meanwhile hundreds of residences have to 
cope with the same traffic hazards and intol-
erable dust conditions that Shetland Heights 
residents have been campaigning against.

No doubt that the new school brought about 
this result. 

But why are children that come and go from 
school, treated with the esteem not consid-
ered deserving of school children of all ages 
that ride and walk to the beach throughout 
the year unlike the children who will be using 
the new college only five days a week and 40 
weeks of the year. 

And unlike Shetlands Heights Road which 
has recently had a temporary footpath con-
structed with a generous offset from the road, 
none of the busy key collector roads in Surf 
Beach and Sunderland Bay have any foot-
paths to protect the numerous pedestrians 
from traffic, or from the chocking dust.

Lou Pecora, Surf Beach

Figures don’t add up
Re “Housing Development : where will it 

go?” (Advertiser, March 9). The figures for 
the hierarchy of settlements are strange to 
say the least. A quick look at the ABS figures 
contradicts those in the article. Here are two 
examples of the anomalies:

Newhaven does not have a population of 
2000 plus; it is closer to 500 and has little 
space for growth.

Cape Woolamai has a population in excess 
of 1650 and not 500-1000 as per the article. 
In fact the population of Cape Woolamai may 
still be greater than that of San Remo, though 
the latter will eventually be larger given the 

development happening there.
Jim Murphy, Cape Woolamai

Editor’s note:Editor’s note: The figures quoted in the ar-
ticle are from the draft Statement of Plan-
ning Policy prepared as part of the DAL. We 
should have made it clear that in the SPP hi-
erarchy, Newhaven is listed with San Remo 
as a district town (a substantial and diverse 
population of 2000 – 10,000).

Dust coating every surface
I live in Batman Street, Surf Beach, where, 

as part of the ongoing road strategy by the 
shire dust suppressant has been removed 
from the road. As a result we are all experi-
encing a major dust problem, especially when 
we have an easterly which seems quite often 
these days or when the heavy traffic is go-
ing back and forth to Surfies Point. Not just 
a small amount of dust, but a coating of dust 
over every exposed surface.

The shire has put up signs to no avail, 
mostly ignored by drivers. We have raised 
the height of our fence, and covered the side 
facing the road with shadecloth, hoping to 
mitigate the dust.

One would think there might be a more ef-
ficient way to solve the problem, which will 
continue for the next four years or more until 
the Surf Beach roads are upgraded.

Jan Fleming, Surf Beach

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

All letters are published at the 
discretion of the editor. Letters may 

be edited for length, grammar or 
legal reasons. Priority will be given 
to current local issues and events. 

All letters must include the author’s 
full name and address (only the name 

and location will be printed).
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Phillip Island is set to 
host a sailing spectacle as 
the Cowes Yacht Club’s 
2022 Catamaran Chal-
lenge sets sail on Satur-
day, March 19.

The 70 km race where 
boats depart from Cowes 
and sail around French 
Island is expected to last 
five hours.

After months of prepa-
ration by the hard-work-
ing club committee, a 
large number of off the 
beach catamarans, from 
Victoria and interstate, 
have arrived to do battle 
for $10,000 in prize mon-
ey.

The race is due to start 
at 12 noon. Three differ-
ent classes of catamarans 
will start five minutes 
apart, which should make 
it quite a spectacle.

The Cowes Yacht Club has 
invited members of the pub-
lic to come and view the race 
start from upstairs at the club 
house, with snacks and coffee 
on sale.

Spectators will also be able 
to take in the action from vari-
ous vantage points across the 
region, including the island’s 
northern beaches, Rhyll, Co-
rinella, Coronet Bay and loca-
tions on the other side of the 
bay.

The catamarans will depart 
from Cowes and make a lap 
around French Island before 
returning to Cowes for the fin-
ish line.

The final direction of the 
race will be decided on the 
day, however a club spokes-
person said it was likely to be 
anti-clockwise.

“This is normally the best 
way to maximise the use of a 
stronger afternoon sea breeze 
for a faster sail down the chan-

nel home past Hastings, Crib 
Point, Stony Point then Sandy 
Point, back to finish in front of 
the club,” they said.

Safety in the event is para-
mount, and each boat has an 
individual tracker that will 
be followed by race control at 
Cowes.

There will also be many 
support boats on the water, to 
ensure the competitors go the 
right way.

The first boats are expected 
to finish around 5pm.

There will be a line honours 
finish, but the overall winner 
will be judged on handicap.

The club spokesperson said 
the handicap meant the event 
had a “level playing field”.

“The overall winner will be 
the team that sailed the best, 
not the team with the fastest or 
more expensive boat.

“We wish all the competitor’s 
good luck and great speed and 
now cannot wait to see who 
the winners will be.

“Will it be the one of the 
local teams using their 
knowledge of the region 
or will it be one of the in-
terstate teams – only time 
will tell!”

Neil Beddoe
A special trophy will be 

presented on the day hon-
ouring former life mem-
ber of the Cowes Yacht 
Club, Neil Beddoe.

The Westernport Water 
Memorial Award will be 
presented in Neil’s name 
to the first female crew to 
complete the race.

Neil was a former chair 
and member of Western-
port Water’s customer 
consultative committee 
for over 10 years.

Other major event 
sponsors include Austra-
lian Air Sararis, which 

is providing $10,000 prize 
money, as well as Bass Coast 
Shire Council. Bendigo Bank, 
Phillip Island RSL, Purple Hen 
Wines, North Pier Hotel and 
Ronstan.

Traffic
There will be road closures 

in Cowes between 8am and 
8pm on The Esplanade and 
Osbourne Avenue between 
Walpole Street and Beach 
Street to allow for unloading 
and parking of boat trailers.

The Yacht Club has advised 
local residents via a letter drop, 
and residents will still have ac-
cess to their properties via the 
Osbourne Avenue barriers, ex-
iting at the Walpole Street end.

The road will be one way for 
the duration of the closure and 
professional traffic managers 
have been engaged to manage 
the process.

Motorists can expect some 
delays in the area.

Local primary schools 
battled it out at the Phillip 
Island Bowls Club last week.

Cowes Primary School 
emerged victorious after a 
fun and competitive day of 
bowling, with its two teams 
heading for the regional fi-
nals this week, competing 
against other winners from 
across Gippsland.

Bowls Australia’s Region-
al Bowls Manager Warren 
Griffin was on hand to cheer 
on the teams.

He told the Advertiser the 
regional finals will be held 
in Morwell this Friday, with 
the state finals to take place 
at Sunbury before the end of 
school term.

“It’s great to see the green 
full today and there’s some 
great and talented deliveries 
going on out there which is 
awesome,” Warren said.

“From a bowls perspective, 
this is the type of stuff that 
helps to break the stereo-
type.

“Everyone knows what 
the stereotype is and it’s re-
ally hard to convince people 
sometimes that bowls goes a 
long way beyond that.

“I mentioned to the stu-
dents at the start of the day 
here that we selected a Jack-
eroos team to go to Birming-
ham for the Commonwealth 
Games which is not too far 
away from being announced.

“Most of the players on 
that team started playing be-
tween the ages of eight and 
14, and that side will prob-
ably have an average age of 
late 20s.

“It’s such a young team 
that will go over there and 
it’s a fantastic opportunity. I 
explained to these boys and 
girls that it’s a sport you can 
go and represent your coun-
try in.

“There’s the World Bowls 
next year in Victoria and 
Queensland so there’s plenty 
of opportunity.”

Final results for the schools’ 
bowls: 1st: Cowes PS1, 2nd: 
Cowes PS2, 3rd: Newhaven 
College2, 4th Newhaven Col-
lege1, 5th San Remo PS.

More photos at pisra.com.au

Midweek bowls was played at Lang Lang 
this week and the winners were John Nich-
olson, David Talbot, Pauline McWilliams and 
Tony Morris.

Runners up were Dennis Talbot, Luke 
Monkton, Tony Heppleston and Peter Thorley.

One Game winners were Michael Dady, 
Laurie Bell, Peter Stansfield and Delia Cave.

Twenty-four bowlers played and the weath-
er was perfect for our bowls and the green 
was running true and in good condition. It 
was a real pleasure to bowl.

As usual our members were in good spir-
its ready for a day of good fun good bowling 
and good company. Indeed, everyone enjoyed 
themselves.

Welcome back to Delia Haydn and Dennis 
who were doing some travelling.

It was a fierce battle for first place and the 
scores went as follows, winners 34 points, 
runners up 25 points and one game 22 points.

Thank you to our members who brought 
items in for the free raffle table, please con-
tinue to do so as it’s a lot of fun and we really 
enjoy hearing our name called out.

We also have a money raffle and that is 
great fun too.

A big thank you to Alan Thomas of Lang 
Lang who makes us feel very welcome and 
looks after us so well and has been looking 

after midweek for many years.
Next week we will be playing at Corinella, 

10am at the club for a 10.30am start, please 
be on time to allow the organisers to start on 
time, BYO lunch.

For more information or to register please 
contact Peter McWilliams on 5678 5974 or ar-
rive early on the day of play.

Thank you to all our volunteers who help 
out at midweek. without you midweek would 
not be possible.

So come along and experience a great day 
of bowls and good company, everyone wel-
come.

See you on the green.

Current ladder
2s Company: 1st on 13pts- Strike Me Lucky, 

2nd on 10pts Him & Her and 3rd on 8pts 
Palms.

ABL: 1st on 60.5pts Just Bowl Already, 2nd on 
58pts Island Sector and 3rd on 56.5pts PinPals.

Business: 1st on 13pts Turkey Slappers, 2nd 
on 9pts 3 Stooges, 3rd on 7pts CTD Carpentry 
and 4th on 6pts Balls Deep.

Phantom: 1ST on 5pts Falcor, 2nd on 5pts 
Joyceegirl and 3rd on 4pts Rufus.

Top scorers this week.
Men: 227 Rob Wilkinson, 218 Justin Port-

house and 195 Raff Merante.
Woman: 171 Karen Klym, 161 Barbara 

Burns and 164 Tricia Niessink.

Big cat race day is this Saturday

This special start and finish bouy has 
been donated to the Club by sponsor 
Purple Hen Wines. Around French 
Island event organiser from Cowes 
Yacht Club, Doug Telford with Purple 
Hen Wines owner Rick Lacey.

Ten Pin bowling

Midweek bowls

Winners of Midweek bowls played at Lang 
Lang were John Nicholson (S), David Talbot (3), 
Pauline McWilliams (2) and Tony Morris (L).

Schools bowled over!

Cowes Primary School student Ruby in action

San Remo Primary School bowls team (left to right): Top 
Row: Kienna, Kai, Lexi, Gus, Kai, Tessa. Middle: Avana, 
Lexi, Georgia, Talia. Front: Ruby T, Ruby A.

The winning Cowes Primary team will now compete at the 
regional final. Front: Gemma, Caleb, Archie, Maddi. Second 
row: Sam, Angus, Zane, Tierlin, Ruby, Jazz, Pheonix. Third 
Row: Felix, Ty, Brydon, Sam. Fourth Row: Noah, Jye, Rider, 
Tav, Adelle, Mia, Bella.
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On Sunday, March 6 Phillip Island 
Pony Club held their second home 
rally for the year at Graydens Road, 
Ventnor.

Whilst the sky was grey and gloomy 
the excitement of a day of friends and 
pony club fun was certainly shining 
through on all the kids’ faces.

Coach Jill Grayden was in charge 
of dressage arena work for the day.

Some riders were able to benefit 
with having a one-on-one lesson as 
well as group dressage lessons over 
the day.

Jill’s wealth of knowledge and her 
knack of being able to coach and 
communicate with the kids from 
complete beginners to the more expe-
rienced was extremely well received 
and appreciated by the all the riders.

As well the kids had fun on their po-
nies at the end of their lessons by play-
ing their favourite game “Beep Beep”.

Phillip Island Pony club president 
Felicity Kalstroom took control of 
show jumping for the day, and with 
such a diverse bunch of kids, ponies/
horses and riding abilities, Felicity 
certainly had her work cut out for 
herself, especially in the morning 
with six riders in the arena.

Great job from all the kids in the 
morning session especially those 
whose horses weren’t too keen on do-
ing what they were told but the rid-
ers pushed them through to end on a 
great note.

After a great lunch break (thank 
you to everyone who contributed for 
the day) the more experienced jump-
ers Gabe, Meyenna and Giselle had 
their turn in the jumping arena with 
their horses Fly, Roxy and Blu with 
great fun and success.

Thank you to Tash Robinson and 
Wendy Christensen who ran theory 
throughout the day for all the riders.

Phillip Island Pony Clubs – DC 
Amy Wooley was able to sign off 
on some certificates with a big con-
gratulations to Eliza Poll on earning 
the Pony Club Australia Dstar Cer-
tificate and Ruby Carrol on receiving 
her D Certificate. Well done girls.

It was great to see so many riders 

enjoying the day and a big welcome 
to new rider Lucy and her pretty pony 
Samson!

On Friday, February 18, Phillip Is-
land Pony Club members, Meyenna 
Christensen and Gabe Smith rep-
resented Newhaven College in the 
Petstock Interschool Show jumping 
competition at Boneo Park.

Boneo Park is the premier eques-
trian facility in Victoria and hosts the 
Australian Show jumping Champi-
onships.

It was a 4.30 am wakeup call for 
the riders to get themselves and their 
horses to registrations.

Meyenna and horse Roxy rode in 
the Freshmans Division and for their 
first time competing at ISJ and had 
some great rounds as well as having 
the best time.

Gabe was in the Progressive Divi-
sion of 85-95cm, and had two horses 
to ride in Blu and the new big hand-
some boy in “Sweetwood Valley Fire 
Fly” (affectionately known as Fly).

The round with Gabe and Blu was 
great but unfortunately they knocked 
a rail which took them out of placings.

Gabe and Fly were having their 
first competition together with them 
only teaming up in the past week, so 
it was quite impressive to see a great 
clear round and getting them into the 

final jump off.
With both their confidence soaring 

Gabe and Fly picked up the speed and 
rode some great lines leading them 
to take out Reserve Champion – this 
team certainly looks like one to look 
out for in the future.

Congratulations also to Giselle and 
Gabe Smith who have been select-
ed into the Prince Phillip National 
Mounted Games Victorian Develop-
ment Squad after tryouts at Yarram-
bat Pony Club the past month.

The PIPC committee and members 
would also like to thank the Spencer 
Family for the donation of the long 
beach seat for the spectators and Mr 
Howard Jones for fixing the grand-
stand seating.

Also shout out to Bec and Tim New-
man TNC Concreting for supplying the 
concrete pads for our new Eco tables.

Phillip Island Pony Club is a small, 
family orientated club located at 
Ventnor Rec Reserve in Lyall Street 
Ventnor.

Free horse manure is available near 
the horse pens, BYO bag or trailer 
please remember to shut the gate.

If you are interested in joining/
sponsoring Phillip Island Pony Club 
or have any queries you can look us 
up on Facebook or email us pipcsec-
retary1@gmail.com.

Ladies’ winner: Marg Cahill – 7 
wins.

Men’s winner: Grant Wadeson – 6 
wins. Encouragement award: Mary-
Ann Uckerman.

Please contact Bob Hee for any 
further Information on 0418 173 388.

Euchre Results

Tuesday, March 8:  
Men’s Stroke

Division one winner: Paul 
Cashman (12) with 70 nett from 
Ron Davies (17) 71 nett.

Division two winner: Kelvin 
Gebert (33) with 64 nett from 
Dave Ablett (20) with 72 nett.

Nine-hole Stableford competi-
tion winner: Anthony Pullan (34) 
with 21 points from Mal MacAr-
thur.

Wednesday, March 9:  
Ladies Stableford and  
2nd Round of Walton Knock-
out

A Grade winner: Helen Cogh-
lan (17) with 40 points.

B Grade winner: Sue Brown 
(23) with 37 points.

C Grade winner: Jane Sellenger 
(38) with 32 points.

NTP: 5th Viki Roff-Smith, 7th 
Micki Yamaguchi, 10th Liz Glee-
son, 17th Vicki Roff-Smith and 
12th Second shot Era Septiana.

Nine-hole winner: Barb Mo-
loney (40) with 16 points from 
Norma Corr.

Thursday, March 10:  
Open Stableford

Winner: Ugo Mascitelli (35) 
with 41 points from John Jackson 
(27) with 40 points.

Nine-hole winner: Bob Pascoe 
(12) with 20 points, r/up was Rob 
Davison.

Saturday, March 12:  
Men’s Stableford

Men’s:
A Grade winner: Mark Jamie-

son (12) with 37 points on count-
back from Matt Brown (10).

B Grade winner: Matt Goss (17) 

with 39 points from Steve Waters 
(17) with 37 points on countback.

C Grade winner: Bez Moustafa 
(25) with 41 points from Ian Ber-
ryman (27) with 39 points.

NTP: 5th Ron Owen, 7th Glen 
Marshall, 10th Alan Sherlock 
and 17th Ricky Jenkins.

The Ladies winner was Karen 
Green (213) with 42 Points from 
Ira Septiana (24) with 39 points.

NTP: 5th Deb Orr ,7th Ada An-
glin, 10th Sheryl Smith and 17th Ira 
Septiana.

Nine-hole stableford winner: 
Steve Reiger with 17 points on 
countback.

Next Week’s competition is 
Stensons Stableford.

Sunday, March 13:  
Open Stableford

The winner was Mark And-
righetto (31) with 41 points from 
Heath Kolac (22) with 33 points 
on countback.

Nine-hole winner was Pam 
Rothfield (23) with 15 points on 
countback to Ray Jaanson.

Pat Garry celebrated his 80th birth-
day with a round of golf and some de-
licious cake at the Phillip Island Golf 
Club last week.

Happy birthday Pat

Phillip Island golf

Phillip Island golf club member Greg 
Williams is pictured celebrating his 
recent hole in one on the 5th.

Name: Ella Kalstroom

Age: 7

Horse: Snooks

Age: 15

Breed/Height: Shetland - 8hands

How old were you when you started rid-
ing? Four.

How long have you had your pony?  
I have borrowed him from Kerri for the 

last two years.

When did you start at PIPC? When I 
was six.

What’s your favourite discipline and 
why? Cross country because you get 
to go on trail rides in the bush and you 
never know what is coming next.

What’s the best thing about PIPC?  
My favourite thing is the lovely in-
structors and all the nice friends I 
have made.

Phillip Island Pony club  
– Member of the month

Phillip Island Pony Club

Gabe Smith on Sweetwood Valley Fire Fly representing Newhaven Col-
lege at Inter School Show jumping

Coach Jill Grayden with PIPC Members Keely – Eliza – Chloe-Ella & Ruby
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The ‘Holy Grail’ of swimming 

in Victoria occurred on the March 
long weekend, with 23 swimmers 
flying the South Gippsland Bass 
(SGB) flag at the return of the Vic-
torian Age Championship Long 
Course event at MSAC.

What a fantastic achievement for 
the 23 swimmers, aged between 
12-18, who managed to qualify for 
State Championships. The club is 
so proud of you.

The swimmers managed to meet 
the tough qualifying times and com-
pete over the five days in distances 
ranging from 50m to 400m in all 
strokes, against swimmers from 84 
clubs throughout the state.

For several swimmers, this was 
their first big meet like this, due to 
Covid and to those in the 12 and 13 
age groups.

It was a massive learning experi-
ence.

While not everyone made finals, 
for all swimmers a Personal Best 
was achieved in one, if not more 
events, with up to four or five and 
even eight seconds knocked off 
their best times which, for swim-
mers of this calibre, is a huge effort.

Those who represented South 
Gippsland Bass at the Victorian Age 
Championship Long Course 2022 
are: Hayden Barnes, Billy Boyd, 
Maddison Boyd, Max Brocklesby, 
Asha Chalmers, Claudia Croatto, 
Olivia Holmes, Josh Hunt, Owen 
Jones, Milla Laub, Freya Liepa, Mo-
sten Lumsden, Rahni Matheson, 
Sienna Matheson, Sophie McKen-
zie, Luke Muir, Skye Munro, Trin-
ity O’Keefe, Cooper Quaife, Gypsy 
Quaife, Miah Roberts, Zac Sherar, 
and William Simmons.

Opening day
Thursday saw 15 swimmers com-

peting, with six returning for the 
finals that night.

The team left with three medals, 
two gold and a bronze and some 
happy swimmers experiencing a re-
turn to the big event stage.

Friday morning 14 swimmers en-
tered, with five swimmers qualify-
ing to compete in the finals at night. 
Aa gold and silver headed home 
with the SGB crew.

Saturday, day 3 of racing did not 
slow the SGB team.

12 swimmers dove into the pool, 
with five going on to race in the fi-
nals that night.

Silver and Bronze came home with 
the team and some fingernail touches 
from the medals for several others.

Sunday saw 17 swimmers at the 
pool, with it being a night for the 
women in the finals, with six of the 
girls making it, some in their first 
finals experience.

There were some very close races, 
and several races came down to the 
millisecond.

For those at home, we loved the 
smiling faces on the scenes as we 
cheered you along.

Silver was the only medal, but 
several two – four second PBS and 2 
National Qualification times meant 
for a lot of celebration.

Monday, the last day of the meet 
did not slow down the SBG crew, 
with 13 entering events and several 
making it to the finals.

The team wound up the meet in 
style with some fantastic swims 
and still smiling faces in the finals 
Monday night.

The event was broadcast on Swim 
TV, meaning family and friends at 
home, unable to make it down could 
watch and cheer their swimmers on.

We may not have been there on 
the sidelines but there were plenty 
of SGB families yelling at their TVs 
over the weekend.

Several swimmers managed to 
acquire national times and will be 
heading to Adelaide in April for the 
National Championships.

Well done to Trinity O’Keefe, Mil-
la Laub, Rahni Matheson, Mostyn 
Lumsden, Sienna Matheson Sophie 
McKenzie and Skye Munro.

Olivia Holmes and Zac Sherar 
(who can’t swim at national events 
until their 13th birthday) also man-
aged a national time.

Finalists
Max Brocklesby: 200m freestyle, 

100m Butterfly.
Claudia Croatto: 7th 100 Breast-

stroke, 8th 200 Breastroke.
Olivia Holmes: 3rd 200m But-

terfly, 1st 100m Freestyle, 6th 100 
Breaststroke, 3rd 50m Freestyle, 
2nd 200m Individual Medley, 2nd 
100m Backstroke, 100m Butterfly.

Milla Laub: 5th 50 Backstroke, 5th 
100m Backstroke, 50m Butterfly, 
50m Freestyle.

Rahni Matheson:1st 100m Breast-
roke, 2nd 50m Breastroke, 1st 200 
Breaststroke, 6th 200m IM, 100m 
Backstroke.

Sienna Matheson: 5th 200m 
Breastroke, 8th 50m Breastroke, 
4th 100 Breastroke.

Sophie McKenzie: 2nd 50m 
Breastroke, 5th 100m Breastroke, 
7th 200m Breastroke.

Luke Muir: 200m Backstroke 
10th.

Trinity O’Keefe: 6th 200 Breast-
stroke, 5th 50 Breaststroke, 5th 100 
Breastroke.

Cooper Quaife: 8th 200m Butterfly.
Miah Roberts: 10th 100 Backstroke.
Zac Sherar: 7th 100m Breastroke, 5th 

200m Freestyle, 2nd 200 Breaststroke, 
9th 400 Freestyle, 100m Freestyle.

Phillip Island’s Lily Robinson 
has beaten the best of the United 
States elite swimmers to take out 
medals in a major competition.

Lily, 21, who grew up in Cowes 
and was a member of the Phillip 
Island Swim Club, was awarded 
a university sports scholarship to 
study at Florida’s Keiser Univer-
sity and train under top coaches.

Earlier this month she competed 
in the National Association of In-
tercollegiate Athletics at the Co-
lumbus Aquatic Center in Geor-
gia.

Lily won a silver in the 200-yard 
breaststroke and bronze in the 
100-yard breaststroke.

According to the NAIA’s media 
release, Lily was the national run-
ner-up, while her team captured 
its first NAIA women’s swimming 
national title.

More than 260 universities com-
pete in NAIA sports across the 
USA.

Proud mum Jo Robinson – a for-
mer Women’s National Basketball 
League player – shared the news 
on Facebook.

Sporting achievement runs in 
the family.

Dad Terry represented Victoria 

in basketball and when the Ad-
vertiser spoke to Lily on the island 
last year, her brother Keith was 
planning to head to the US state 
of Kansas on a basketball schol-
arship, while Lily’s two younger 
brothers Dale and Joel were also 
keen basketballers.

The Robinsons moved to Cowes 
when Lily was three, where they 
had a pool and she immediately 
learnt to swim.

“They put me in the water and 
let me float around so we think 
that had something to do with the 
fact that I’m the only swimmer in 
the family,” Lily said.

At the age of 7 Lily joined the 
Phillip Island Swim Club, and at 
11 the South Gippsland Bass Swim 
Club, also playing basketball and 
netball, but dedicated herself to 
swimming from 14 when she com-
peted in her first nationals.

She would get out of bed at 5am 
each morning to make her swim 
coaching sessions at the Wonthaggi 
pool.

She said when she finishes in 
the US in 2024 she hopes to return 
home in time for the next Olympic 
trials, with 200m breaststroke her 
favourite event.

Phillip Island hosted a fes-
tival of classic cars on the 
weekend.

More than 400 spectacular 
historic vehicles from the 
early 50s to the late 80s rac-
ing, lined up on the track.

Organised by the Victo-
rian Historic Racing Regis-
ter (VHRR), there were over 
400 entries for the three-day 
event.

It was a welcome return to 
exciting racing in what is re-
garded as the largest historic 
racing event in the Southern 
Hemisphere with past and 
present champions of the 
sport.

SGB’s pool success continues at MSAC

Lily, second from left, competing for her university in Florida, where 
she is being coached on a scholarship. She is pictured with university 
team mates.

Lily takes out 
USA swim gongs

Dylan Muir (head coach), Luke Muir, Max Brocklesby, Skye Munro, 
Maddi Boyd and Billy Boyd.

Phillip Island Classic hosted some historic racing

Nick Bennett, with Ian Tate,  was awarded the Sir 
Jack Brabham Drive of the Meeting trophy. Photo 
Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

More than 400 spectacular historic vehicles from 
the early 50s to the late 80s racing, lined up on 
the track on the weekend. Photo Nici Cahill, 
Snapshot Photography.

Laurie Bennett, Ian Tate and Jan Taylor holding the tro-
phy won by her son Nick Bennett. Nick and his father 
Laurie both competed, taking out first and third spots 
respectively. Photo Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.
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Capping off a brilliant 
season, three senior 
teams from the Phillip 
Island Cricket Club are 
competing in Finals this 
weekend.

All five seniors teams 
made it through to the 
semi-finals, with A 
Grade, B1 and C2 Blue all 
progressing through to 
this week’s Finals on Sat-
urday, March 19.

A grade, lead by Max 
Royal will play Leon-
gatha Town at Inverloch. 
The team will be playing 
for the chance to bring 
home Phillip Island’s first 
A-grade flag in over 20 
years.

B grade, lead by Steve 
McIntyre will face Koon-
warra RSL Cricket Club 
at the east campus in Le-
ongatha.

C2 Blue, lead by Mick 
Cleary faces Kilcunda 
Bass at the Wonthaggi 
Rec Reserve.

All games start at 11am 
and the club is hoping 
the local community will 
come to the games to sup-
port the teams.

The A-Grade match will 
be live streamed on Frog-
box. The link will be on 
all the club’s social media 
sites.

The Finals weekend 
marks the end of a suc-
cessful year and a club 
spokesperson said they 
were aiming to bring 
home all three flags.

“This would cap off 
a brilliant year for the 
club.”

Last weekend, the U15 
teams won their Grand 
Final against Inverloch.

A1
After a dominant season the A1 

boys came up against the old enemy 
Wonthaggi Club in what was set to be 
a huge semi-final played at the Inver-
loch turf wicket.

After winning yet another toss the 
Sharks decided to have a bat and 
were off to a shaky start after both 
openers in Cleeland and Richards 
were dismissed cheaply.

Mock and Rathnayake met at the 
crease and went about building a 
partnership with both of them carry-
ing on their good form, before Mock 
chipped one to point and was dis-
missed for 32.

This bought Tom Keily to the crease 
and the big man showed everyone 
that he loves the big stage. In combi-
nation with a red-hot Rathnayake the 
two were able to regularly find the 
boundary keeping the Wonthaggi 
bowlers under pressure at all times.

Shiran was eventually dismissed 
for 59 and Kiely (65 off 69) together 
with some good lower order batting 
for Adam Miller (17 off 19) were able 
to drag the Sharks to 8 for 203 off 
their 50 overs. 

After the extended break the 
Sharks struggled to make an impact 
early with the Wonthaggi openers 
setting themselves for the chase.

The game turned when evergreen 
Charith Keerthisinghe got the ball 
in his hand dismissing Dave Britt 
caught at point followed by the big 
wicket of Ryan Thomas trapped 
LBW.

The Sharks bowlers were able to 
keep constant pressure on the Won-
thaggi batsmen who weren’t going 
down without a fight but when the big 
quick Simon Kirton came back on to 
bowl the game changed.

When he trapped Wonthaggi cap-
tain James Sheerin plumb LBW in-
front of middle the Sharks were all 
but home.

Kirton finished with 4 for 29 off 8 
and together with Keerthisinghe (2 
for 34 off 9) and Max Royal (2 for 20 
off 6) the Sharks were able to bowl 
their way to 54 run win, with Tom 
Keily named man of match post 
game.

The boys face Leongatha Town 
next week in the club’s first ever ap-
pearance in an A1 grand final.

Go Sharks.

B1
Perfect conditions greeted both 

team on Saturday morning for the 
semi-final at Cowes.

Inverloch won the toss and elected 
to bat and the Sharks opened the 
bowling with Matt Dennerley and 
Tim Niven.

Both bowlers made scoring dif-

ficult for the experienced opening 
combination of Phillips and Debono.

Dennerley was able to remove Phil-
lips with a ball that cannoned into the 
off stump to have the visitors 1-24.

They replaced experience with 
youth and Inverloch set about mak-
ing sure they would bat out their 
overs and the runs dried up.

Tim Niven consistently landed the 
ball in good areas and eventually 
got one through the gate to dismiss 
Donohue for 2.

A terrific spell from Tim which saw 
him finish with the miserly figures of 
1 for 10 off his ten overs.

Geoff Odgers replaced Dennerley 
at the top end and continued to apply 
the pressure. He toiled away and was 
finally rewarded when he caught the 
outside edge of Harris’s bat to remove 
him for a stubborn 12.

Liam Dayson bowled a good spell 
of leg spin to the left-handed batters 
and was unlucky not to get a few 
wickets.

Clint Wilson came on from the 
top end and quickly got amongst the 
wickets, removing Hislop and Rich-
ardson for 5 apiece.

At this point the Sharks were well 
on top with the score at 5/75 off 33 
overs.

Now was the time that Inverloch’s 
plan was shot into action.

With Debono proving to be a thorn 
in the side of the Sharks, they began 
to lift the run rate with some lusty hit-
ting.

Together with McMillan the pair 
put on 80-odd as the Island bowlers 
started to take some stick.

Tom Niven worked hard up the hill 
but was bowling to two set batsmen 
who were chancing their arm.

Kurt Lane replaced Tom and var-
ied his pace beautifully to make sure 
it was difficult to score, and he snuck 
one past McMillan (37) to clip the bail 
off the stumps.

Mujutba joined Debono and after a 
cautious start, freed the arms up and 
launched three sixes to get the score 
racing along.

Odgers and Dennerley both came 
back to finish their overs and were 
still able to extract some swing with 
the old ball. The dot balls they were 
able to bowl would turn out to be cru-
cial in the game.

Lane bowled the last over of the 
innings and removed Debono (67) 
thanks to a great catch from Finlay-
son in the deep. A great knock from 
Debono that gave his team a real 
fighting chance.

Laney also bowled Mujutba (27) on 
the last ball of the innings to pick up 
three wickets.

In the end Inverloch had made a 
very respectable 196.

Steve McIntyre and Kurt Lane 

opened the batting and the pair raced 
along to 39 before Lane (23) was 
bowled trying to launch one into the 
stratosphere. Kohen Beaumont came 
to the crease and looked solid until he 
flashed at one wide of the off stump 
and was out for 4.

With the score at 2 for 50 Tony 
Hornsby came the crease and with 
McIntyre soaked up a lot of the pres-
sure being applied by Inverloch.

After 10 overs of not much scoring 
the pair began to pick up the run rate. 
The partnership (71) was moving 
along very nicely until both batsmen 
had brain snaps with Hornsby even-
tually run out for well compiled 37.

Dennerley strode out to join Macca 
and had to work hard to make some 
runs.

Things were getting tense, espe-
cially for the crowd watching and 
when Dennerley was out for 11 the 
Sharks needed 35 from the last seven 
overs.

With it increasingly difficult to find 
the boundary each run was very im-
portant.

Odgers clipped one for three off his 
first ball as Macca dug deep to cover 
the 66 yards with extremely tired 
legs.

Odgers was bowled shortly after 
that, and it would be Andrew Finlay-
son that would be the one that would 
need to step up in the final overs.

The two batsmen who would both 
be off 35 metres at the Stawell Gift 
dug deep with some telling twos and 
threes to get the Sharks needing 10 
off the last two overs. 

Six runs from the first three balls 
meant that the Sharks required four 
to win. 

Well with one glorious straight 
drive from Finlayson, the Sharks had 

secured a place in the grand final 
next week.

There were some strong perfor-
mances by many of the Sharks, but 
none more so than from Macca. To 
carry his bat through the innings and 
guide his team to victory with 93 not 
out in a tricky run chase was incred-
ible.

He remained composed and dug 
deep when his team need it.

Great knock to add to what has 
been a stellar year for the captain 
with the stick.

Good luck in the Grand Final next 
week and hopefully the silverware 
can come back to the Shark tank.

Inverloch- 8/196. Phillip Island 
5/196.

B2
Semi-final – The Sharks travelled 

to Poowong with their strongest side 
all year.

Poowong won the toss and elected 
to bat first.

The Sharks got started with Cleary 
and Parsons both bowling tight. Soon 
Cleary had the first wicket to have 
Poowong 1/28. Angelo replaced Par-
sons and picked up the second wicket 
for the Sharks to have Poowong 2/34 
in the 15 over.

Cleary was bowling well without 
luck, finished his 10 overs with 1/20.  
Dave Womersley came on and soon 
had a wicket to have Poowong 3/52.

Young Heath Womersley replaced 
Angelo got a wicket in his first over 
and soon picked up two more wick-
ets in his next two overs, to swing the 
match in favour of the Sharks to have 
Poowong 6/69.

Heath finished with 3/12 off 7 overs.
The Sharks were able to wrap the 

Poowong innings up bowling them 
out for 117, it was a great bowling and 
fielding effort by the Sharks.

It was the Shark’s turn to bat, chas-
ing a small total which was going to 
be tough.

Keating and Blackwell opened up 
and got off to a good start, before 
Blackwell fell with the score on 21 
and had soon slipped to 3/32 with 
Poowong getting two quick wickets.

Angelo joined Keating and hit some 
nice boundaries before Keating was 
run out for 25, leaving the Sharks 
4/60, Angelo was out not long after 
with the Sharks slipping to 5/61.

The Sharks needing to build some 
partnership as they crept towards the 
total but just kept losing wickets as 
they slipped to 7/80.

With plenty of overs left the Sharks 
players kept fighting but couldn’t get 
a solid partnership going and were 
bowled out short of Poowong’s total, 
losing by 19 runs.

The Shark players can hold their 
heads up with the way they played 

the game after a great year. Good 
luck to the other Shark teams playing 
in this week’s Grand final.

C2
The C2 blues faced Leongatha 

Town at Rhyll in the semi-final on 
Saturday.

The blues won the toss and elected 
to bat.

In glorious autumn conditions 
Excell and Manning strolled to the 
crease.

The pair once again got off to a solid 
start putting on 44 before Excell was 
caught behind for 20. Francis (1) and 
Johnston (0) both departed quickly 
after and the blues had slipped to 3/46.

Patterson joined Manning and 
steadied the ship till Patterson was 
bowled just before the drinks break 
for 3, blues 4/81.

Captain Cleary joined Manning 
and the pair started scoring freely, 
putting on a 68-run stand.

The partnership was broken when 
Manning hit one back the bowler and 
was caught for a magnificent 78.

Tyce Kleverkamp joined Cleary 
and the runs continued to flow, Tyce 
made a quick 23, including an enor-
mous six before he was caught.

Fall belted 24 off 10 balls before he 
was caught.

Parry smashed 16, also including a 
big six, before he was caught behind 
on the second last ball of the innings.

Max Arceo faced the last ball of the 
innings and ended on 0 not out.

Cleary ended up on 53 not out and 
the blues made an impressive 8/239.

The blues opened the bowling 
with Connor Macmillan and Tyce 
Kleverkamp.

C-mac got the key wicket of the 
town opener, clean bowling him.

Fall then snagged the next four 
wickets, with two catches to Arceo, 
one each to C-mac and Cleary.

Fall finished a great spell with 4/18.
Town had slumped to 5/58.
Connor Macmillan took his second 

catch giving Francis his first wicket, 
Town 6/68.

The town skipper thundered to the 
crease and built a strong partnership 
giving Town a glimmer of hope.

Tyce Kleverkamp returned to the 
attack and got the breakthrough, 
smashing the stumps and the hopes 
of the batting side.

Johnston then cleaned up the last 
three wickets, bowling the Town 
skipper and catches to Connor Mac-
millan (his third catch of the day) and 
Excell.

Town was bowled out for 155.
It was a brilliant team performance 

by the C2 blues who march into the 
grand final next week.

The player of the match was award-
ed to Jonty Manning.

The winning B1 team who booked themselves a grand final spot along with A grade and C2 Blue cricket teams.

Grand day of finals for cricket club

B1 team man of the match Steve 
McIntyre, the team had a great 
win on the weekend and secured 
their place in the grand final.

Sensational season for Island cricketers
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Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK

Hakuna matata for anglers partici-
pating in the eighth Rhyll-Phillip Is-
land Angling Club (RPIAC) angling 
competition for the 2021/2022 season.

With the Rhyll boat ramp closed for 
a major upgrade, over 35 millimetres 
of rain falling since Friday evening, 
and winds from all directions, it was 
still possible to participate in the 
scheduled competition.

Anglers launched boats from Ne-
whaven, Cowes and Corinella, or 
tried land-based options, including 
surf beaches and jetties, to participate 
in the competition held on March 5 
and 6.

Eerily, there were periods of calm 
and conducive conditions that enticed 
enthusiasts outdoors.

Unfortunately, if the timing was 
wrong the going got tough, particular-
ly with the wind whipping-up white-
caps, threatening to develop sea legs 
and compromise stability.

Despite the challenges, many 
shrugged it off as an excuse to go fi sh-
ing, try something new, and develop 
additional skills.

As the conclusion of the competition 
approached, anglers and supporters 
enjoyed the barbecue mastery of Len 
Petch, who tamed the fl ames to sizzle 
sausages on Sunday afternoon.

Again, with the support of volun-
teers and sponsors the event was a 
success.

Bakers Delight Cowes ensured 
that the sausages were blanketed in 
lovely white slices, and optional con-
diments were on hand for additional 
satisfaction.

A total of 25 fi sh and one shark were 
presented to the Weigh-in Master, Russ 
Gallagher, after angling members had 
another chance to claim a RPIAC Ex-
traordinary Catch Incentive.

The cash incentives for eligible spe-
cies, caught by members during com-
petition weekends, remain banked 
with only two more competitions re-
maining.

None of these $1000 fi rst-to-catch 
prizes have been claimed this season 
despite many of the club’s anglers try-
ing to catch an eligible species that 
equals or exceeds the nominated 
weight: King George whiting (1000 
grams), snapper (10 kg), Gummy 
shark (20 kg), mulloway (25 kg) and 
kingfi sh (25 kg).

The attendees at the post-competi-
tion presentation congratulated Den-
ver Firth after another tremendous ef-
fort in the Squidgie Mixed Bag Points 
competition, for participants aged 
nine and under.

Denver, the reigning Squidgie Club 
Champion, embraced the challeng-
ing conditions over the weekend and 
caught three fi sh worth 55 points to 
win one of the Phillip Island Marine 
vouchers for fi nishing in fi rst place.

The Junior competition, for anglers 
aged 10 to 16, was again dominated by 
Isabella Bland, who started early on 
Saturday and enjoyed some of the best 
weather of the weekend.

Determined to perform in lacklus-
tre conditions, Isabella weighed in a 
660-gram snapper and a King George 
whiting worth 1092 points (390 grams) 
to win the Junior Weight and Junior 
Points competitions, respectively.

The Senior Heaviest Weight compe-
titions were won by Steve Bland and 
Kate Jinette, who were very pleased 
after working hard all weekend, tri-
umphant with a snapper each, weigh-
ing 1075 grams and 660 grams, re-
spectively.

The Senior Points competitions 
were won by Duncan Firth and Car-
rianne Peatey, who had the best King 
George whiting of the weekend.

Duncan’s whiting was worth an 
impressive 1862 points (665 grams), 
whilst Carrianne’s scored 1162 points 

(415 grams), which was a very reason-
able catch.

With the fi rst shark to be weighed in 
on a competition weekend in 2022, Pat 
Gleeson delivered a gummy shark, 
weighing 3970 grams, to win the Se-
nior Shark competition.

The Secret Weight prize was netted 
by Tenille Preddice, who weighed in 
a 345-gram King George whiting (se-
cret weight 323 grams).

The RPIAC clubroom is located 
adjacent to the Rhyll boat ramp and 
is open to members and visitors on 
Fridays (from 5 pm) and competition 
weekends coinciding with weigh in.

The next angling competition is 
scheduled for the weekend of March 
19 and 20. For further information 
about the club, events, competitions, 
and rules, please visit www.rpiac.
com.

We are starting to get plenty of 
entry forms back for our Good 
Friday Appeal Easter Fishing 
competition.

A quick tally over the week-
end shows just over half the kids 
show bags are gone already, so 
be quick, so your kids don’t miss 
out, as we only have 50 kid’s 
bags.

Women in Rec Fishing Net-
work (WIRF) has come on board 
as a sponsor this year, supplying 
50 show bags for the fi rst 50 adult 
ladies that enter.

Even if you are not fi shing it’s 
worth entering just to receive one 
of these show bags.

Don’t forget the hourly give-
away random draws as well, 
which everyone that enters is in-
cluded in, fi shing or not.

So, if you were going to donate 
to the Good Friday Appeal why 
not enter to go into the draws?

The giveaways are not all fi sh-
ing tackle. Local businesses like 
The Westernport Hotel, San 
Remo Co-op, and the Vietnam 
Vets Museum have all donated 
vouchers plus the major prize 
draw donated by Phillip Island 
Helicopters.

For those who haven’t been a 
part of the comp before we try to 
design it around the family just 
having a bit of fun over the week-
end while giving to a cause that 
helped plenty of local families. 
There are categories for adults, 
juniors and small fries for heavi-
est of nominated species as well 
as a mystery weight so everyone 
gets to weigh something in.

Thanks to Jason from Mr-
S1gns we can also add the cate-
gory of heaviest Tuna or Kingfi sh 
with the prize a boat wrap to the 
value of $1800.

Fishing report
It was described as a convoy 

of boats by several customers on 
Sunday morning all heading off-
shore to chase tuna.

Although there were a lot of 
boats out there over the weekend 
there were few frames at the boat 
ramp.

It was just bad luck with the 
timing of the moon over the long 
weekend which wasn’t ideal for 
those wanting to land a tuna or 
two.

I don’t think there’s any need to 
panic just yet. After reading my 
diaries from last year we were 
still getting tuna reports well 
into April.

Having said that, tuna is that 
species of fi sh that are here one 
minute and gone the next. If you 
are still wanting to chase one, I 
would consider looking at late 
next week into next weekend 
which will be your best chance.

It wasn’t all doom and gloom, 
and we did get several tuna re-
ports over the last week with ev-
eryone saying they had to use ev-
ery bit of their experience to get 
them to bite.

Gummies, fl athead, couta, pin-
kies and monster salmon were 
also reported from offshore with 
the fl athead still continuing their 
trend of being a bit deeper than 
usual, 40m to 50m the best depth 

and between the eastern en-
trance and Kilcunda bridge the 
best area.

Sizes have been good and quan-
tity ok at times but a little mov-
ing needed back over a school to 
get your bag.

The pinkies and gummies were 
reported from the reefs around 
Kilcunda, Powllet and Coal Point 
with the couta and salmon to 
almost 4kg travelling with the 
schools of bait and tuna. \

Reports from in the bay are 
diffi cult at the moment with ev-
eryone offshore chasing the tuna 
and not as many as normal fi sh-
ing in the bay.

Those who are fi shing in the 
bay however are fi nding some 
quality fi sh and seems to be plen-
ty of them.

The main species are calamari, 
whiting, snapper (pinkies) and 
gummies and while gummies are 
a little quieter the rest have been 
very good.

What we are fi nding from the 
reports is sizes are all over the 
place and very mixed, especially 
the whiting.

Pinkies are always that way 
but as several customers have 
told us it’s just a little more no-
ticeable, one minute you catch 
one that is barely 10cm long then 
a 45cm one jumps on.

The best place for the pinkies is 
around the corals in all corners 
and both deep or shallow.

A simple paternoster rig, size 
2/0 to 4/0 hook and squid or pil-
chard for bait with enough lead 
to get to the bottom but be ready 
they will often hit it on the way 
down and if you don’t see it, you 
will be fi shing with bait less 
hooks wondering why you aren’t 
getting any bites.

Whiting haven’t been as easy 
as the pinkies but a bit of moving 
and you will fi nish up with a feed 
for the day.

From the reports I would start 
in the shallows for the middle of 
the tides and head to the deep for 
the changes.

The whiting has also been very 
mixed in size, and we’re no lon-
ger getting the reports of a dozen 
or so high 30cm ones in a session.

While several over 40cm 
showed up, the same bag con-
tained them as small 30cm and 
everything in between.

If you are heading out for a 
fi sh in the bay just remember the 
Rhyll boat ramp is closed until 
September so things are a little 
busy at Newhaven and patience 
is needed.

While you are heading to your 
favourite spot don’t forget to trav-
el a bit slower, drop a lure or two 
in the water. You just don’t know 
what you might pick up for bait.

We have had plenty of couta 
and salmon reported with the 
salmon reaching over 2.5kg.

With so many tuna and king-
fi sh around, mostly offshore, 
there has been a few reports of 
them spotted in the bay and even 
caught towards the entrances 
inside the bay as well, so while 
you have your salmon lures out it 
would pay to drop a skirt or hard 
body in also.

Good Friday Appeal 
Easter Fishing competition

AROUND THE BAY
WITH JIM’S BAIT AND TACKLE

Angling Club Fishing competition

One land-based fi shing option for the weekend was the Rhyll jetty, over-
looking demolition of the Rhyll boat ramp.

Denver Firth (left) won a Phillip Island Marine Voucher, fi nishing fi rst in 
the Squidgie Mixed Bag Points competition, with Weigh-in Master Russ 
Gallagher (right).

Steve Bland was very pleased to win the Senior Male Heaviest Weight 
competition with a 1075-gram snapper, enjoying the best, and battling 
the worst, weather of the weekend.
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113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au
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43 BATMAN STREET, SURF BEACH

• Located on The Esplanade at Surf Beach 
with superb views from Cape Woolamai to 
Pyramid Rock

• Massive 3 bay garage with entry into the home
• 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/3 cars
$2,490,000

• Enjoy now – develop later
• Just minutes from Smiths Beach and Phillip 

Island Grand Prix Circuit
• 3 bedrooms/1 bathroom
$675,000 TO $690,000

4 CLIPPER CRESCENT, SUNSET STRIP

• Spectacular sweeping views over farmland to 
the bay beyond

• Open plan living upstairs opening onto a fully 
covered alfresco area

• 4 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/2 cars
$1,100,000 TO $1,200,000

7 VISION CIRCUIT, SUNSET STRIP

 WE HAVE 
CASH  

BUYERS 
READY TO  

PURCHASE 
NOW!

CALL US 
TODAY FOR A 
FREE MARKET 

APPRAISAL.

Open for Inspection 

Sat 19th Mar @ 11am

Open for Inspection 

Sat 19th Mar @ 1pm

A sterling performance saw 
Phillip Island win the Under 15s 
Leongatha and District Associa-
tion cricket grand final.

The match was played at the 
Wonthaggi football ground on 
Sunday with umpires Geoff 
Birnie and Geoff Parkinson of-
ficiating.

Inverloch won the toss and bat-
ted first with Riley Harris and 
Archie Casey opening for Inver-
loch in the 20 over block allotted 
to their side.

But they struggled against 
the Phillip Island attack led by 
George McCausland and Heath 
Womersley, with George getting 
an early breakthrough bowling 
Archie for 2.

Riley was bowled for 8 by Jus-
tin Tran and when Jobe Williams 
had Rhys Newman caught for 9, 
the pressure on Inverloch was on.

Cooper Newman added 7 be-
fore he was caught and bowled 

by Thomas Macmillan and just 
before the break Ty Debono was 
caught for one which saw Inver-
loch finish its innings at 5 for 50 
at the end of the 20 overs.

Phillip Island opened their in-
nings with Connor Macmillan 
and Ollie Duggan at the crease.

With Jesse Dugard and Rhys 
Newman taking the new ball for 
Inverloch, Ollie was caught be-
hind for 7 off Jesse Dugard.

Heath Womersley was run out 
for one by Ty Debono.

At 27 runs Connor Macmillan 
was caught behind for 9 off Archie 
Casey and when George McCaus-
land was bowled by Ty Debono 
Phillip Island was 4 for 40 at the 
end of their 20 over block.

After the lunch break Inver-
loch resumed their innings but 
they got off to a bad start when 
Mitchell Ward was caught with-
out scoring off McCausland, In-
verloch 6 for 51.

Jimmy O’Neill was bowled by 
McCausland without scoring, 
and Jordan Robbins was run out 
by McCausland without scoring.

Mia Dugard batted with her 
brother but was caught off Justin 
Tran without scoring and Holly 
Williams was bowled by Justin 
Tran without scoring.

Jesse Dugard remained 12 not 
out when Inverloch were all out 
for 60 off 28.3 overs.

With Phillip Island requiring 21 
runs for victory, Inverloch needed 
to take six wickets.

Jesse Dugard and Rhys New-
man worked hard in attack but 
batsmen Thomas Macmillan and 
Jobe Williams held them off and 
after 10 of their 20 overs they 
were chasing nine runs.

Jobe Williams was caught and 
bowled by Ty Debono for 15.

Justin Tran and Thomas Mac-
millan then went hard and made 
the necessary runs getting home 

in the end with five wickets in 
tow.

Scott Checkley, representing 
the LDCA, who presented the 
premiership cup to the Phillip Is-
land premiers, congratulated all 
players on a game well played; 
and commended both Clubs on 
their efforts and junior coaching, 
giving everyone every chance to 
improve their skills.

He congratulated Inverloch on 
their performance over the last 
two seasons.

“There is a lot of talent in these 
two teams, and they will play a 
big part in next year’s LDCA Un-
der 15 Country Week Side,” he 
said.

Players were presented with 
premiership medallions by Scott.

Man of the match, judged by 
the umpires, was Phillip Island’s 
George McCausland who fin-
ished the match with a 3 for 9 run 
out and nine runs.

It was game on when the Under 
17 match for the 2021/22 premier-
ship between Phillip Island and In-
verloch got underway on Sunday.

Inverloch captain Jack Butcher 
won the toss and opened the bat-
ting with Jasper Kruss.

Jasper was caught and bowled 
by Will Pepppard without scor-
ing, and shortly after Isaac Seur-
en was bowled by Tim Niven 
without scoring, with Inverloch 
2/13.

Jake Dennerley then joined 
Jack and in a strong partnership 
added 53 runs before Jake was 
lbw to Daniel Caffieri for 17.

Jack was batting well in a cap-
tains knock.

Rex Parini came in and scored 
5 falling lbw to Jack Huther, with 
the score at 77.

Xavier Lindsay was bowled by 
Tim Niven for 7 but not before he 
had added a valuable partnership 
of 55 runs with Jack Butcher, tak-
ing the score to 5/132.

Callan O’Flynn was bowled out 
by Tim Niven facing his first ball.

Harry Butcher avoided the hat 
trick but was bowled on 158 with-
out out scoring by Will Peppard.

Jack Butcher reached his cen-
tury off 154 balls in 160 minutes.

It was a fantastic hundred 
which put Inverloch in a strong 
position, 7/159 off their 50 Overs.

Zac Box and Keely Dennerley 
both remained 0 not out.

The bowling from Phillip Island 
was solid with Tim Niven 3 for 28, 
Will Peppard 2 for 9, Daniel Caf-
fieri 1 for 11, and Jack Huther 1 
for 32, the wicket takers.

Island goes in
Phillip Island batted after lunch 

with Kohen Beaumont and Max 
Areco opening against Jake 
Dennerley and Isaac Seuren.

Isaac took the first wicket with 
Max caught for 3, 1/13.

Harry Peppard joined Kohen and 
they had added 31 before Xavier 
Lindsay had Harry caught for 14.

Kohen was then caught for 18 
off Harry Butcher, at 3/48 the is-
land looked in trouble.

Brady Ross and Tim Niven added 
17 valuable runs before Brady was 
caught for 9 off Callan O’Flynn, 
followed by Zac Walker being run 
out by Isaac Seuren for 1.

With the Island 5/67 it was go-
ing to be tough to win.

Jake Dennerley with three 

wickets and Isaac Seuren with 
one cleaned up Phillip Island’s 
tail with the island all out 79 … a 
loss by 80 runs.

Inverloch bowlers: Isaac Seuren 
3 for 8 and Jake Dennerley 3 for 6 
were the main wicket takers with 
singles to Xavier Lindsay, Callan 
O’Flynn and Harry Butcher.

Keely Dennerley bowled well 
with 6 overs for 13 runs.

The Phillip Island boys worked 
hard all season and finished on 
top but were unable to get on top 
of Inverloch’s bowling on the day.

There is lot of talent in their 
side, and they will be thereabouts 
next season.

Jack Butcher with his 100 was 
judged Man of the Match by the 
umpires Neil Barnes and Darren 
Coyne.

Island U 17s runners up in LDCA grand final

Island Under 15s cricketers are premiers

Phillip Island’s junior cricketers took out the 2021/22 Leongatha and District Association Under 15 premiership, defeating Inverloch. Cel-
ebrating a great win at the end of a hard-fought match are team members (from left). Back: Sienna Macmillan, Ollie Duggan, Ethan Rhee, 
Ollie Parsons, Conner Macmillan, Thomas Macmillan, Justin Tran, Harry Arceo and Jobe Williams. Front: George McCausland, Heath 
Womersley, Jake Hughes and Zac Hughes.

T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  T H U R S D A y,  M A R c H  1 7 ,  2 0 2 2
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