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Mystery surrounds how a high 
explosive mortar bomb – possibly 
from World War II – was found by 
divers under the Cowes jetty on 
Sunday, with the fi nd closing the 
pier and leaving dozens of ferry 
passengers stranded.

Cowes residents Sam Treacey 
and Cooper Corbett are regular 
divers off the jetty, at least once a 
year cleaning up the underbelly of 
the pier and retrieving lost items.

Sam told the Advertiser they 
had jumped off the pier about 4pm 
on Sunday and soon after found 
the shell, which they suspect was 
dumped recently.

“It was a torpedo shape and we 
spotted it after about 10 minutes,” 
the 23-year-old Cowes plumber 
said.

“I’d say it hadn’t been down there 
for long because it was just sitting 

at the bottom. Everything rusts 
pretty quickly and it was in pretty 
good condition.”

Cooper picked up the roughly 
20cm-long shell and Sam took it to 
the surface, leaving it on the pier 
along with their gear before con-
tinuing to dive.

“There was a bit of weight to it 
and writing on the cap said ‘re-
move before fi ring’ so we thought 
we’d better leave it on,” said Sam, 
adding that an elderly man on the 
jetty who collected World War 
II items told Sam it was from the 
war era.

“Air bubbles had come out of it as 
I was taking it up so it was leaking 
air and I thought it could be dan-
gerous so just left it in one place.”

The duo called the Cowes police 
about 4.30pm, telling them “we 
think we’ve found a bomb”.

“We offered to take it to the sta-
tion but they didn’t want us to 
move it at all.

“They came within a few min-
utes.”

Police evacuated the pier and 
closed it off, then working with 
the Australian Defence Force who 
came to the jetty at 7pm, placing 
the ordnance in a metal box.

A Defence spokesperson con-
fi rmed the shell was a “two-inch 
high explosive mortar bomb”.

“This type of mortar was used by 
the Australian Army from World 
War II through to the 1970s,” the 
spokesperson said.

“It is not known how the mortar 
bomb came to be at Cowes pier as 
the area has not been used previ-
ously by the ADF.
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“We think we’ve 
found a bomb” divers 
tell Cowes police

“There was a bit of weight to it and writing on the cap said ‘remove be-
fore fi ring’ so we thought we’d better leave it on,” said one of the divers 
who found the shell.

Police evacuated the pier and closed it off, then worked with the Australian Defence Force who attended the scene.
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MotoGP is fi nally back. We’ve missed it and we bet you have too.
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for people who might not want to be at the track all day, every day. 
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The design for the new Phil-
lip Island Community Hospi-
tal was released on Tuesday.

The multi-million-dollar 
facility, located at 50-58 
Church Street will expand 
the current Phillip Island 
Health Hub in Cowes.

Operated by Bass Coast 
Health (BCH), the Phillip 
Island Community Hospital 
will offer a range of every-
day health services includ-
ing urgent care, dialysis, 
chemotherapy, day surgery, 
public dental, allied health, 
women’s health, family vio-
lence support, and commu-
nity mental health.

Early works are expected 
to get underway shortly 
with the government saying 

the facility is on-track to be 
completed in 2024.

“I’m excited to share the de-
sign with our Phillip Island 
and surrounding community 
and thank the committee for 
their invaluable input and 
feedback,” Member for Bass, 
Jordan Crugnale said.

A BCH Community Fo-
rum to discuss the plans is 
scheduled for October 5 at 
the Phillip Island RSL from 
5.30pm – 7pm, with further 
sessions on October 20 at 
Newhaven Yacht Squadron 
and October 25 at the Phillip 
Island Golf Club.

Designs are available on 
the project website at vhba.
vic.gov.au/Phillip-Island-
community-hospital

New hospital 
designs released

If a member of the public 
fi nds a suspicious item, such 
as unexploded ordnance, 
or has any already in their 
possession, they should not 
touch or disturb it, according 
to the Defence Department.

The local police should be 
contacted, and they will ar-
range for military experts 
to attend and dispose of the 
item, as required.

The department said De-
fence routinely helped po-
lice in the safe recovery or 
disposal of suspected unex-
ploded military ordnance 
found by the public.

In June last year an unex-
ploded artillery shell was 
found in San Remo, with the 
Defence Department con-
fi rming it was used in an 
1860s colonial-era fi eld gun.

At the time army bomb dis-
posal experts were called to 
a San Remo building site af-
ter the ordnance was found, 
with Defence later confi rm-
ing the item was a 40-pound 
rifl ed breech loading projec-
tile for an Armstrong gun, 
used both as fi eld guns and 
also fi tted to the colonial 
sloop HMVS Victoria. 

A local historian said while 

there were no military sta-
tioned at San Remo, HMVS 
Victoria sailed through the 
Eastern Passage – the eastern 
entrance to the bay between 
San Remo and Newhaven – in 
May 1864 to lay moorings.

For details on unexploded 
ordnance and how suspi-
cious items should be dealt 
with go to www.defence.gov.
au/uxo/

What to do if you fi nd a mortar shell?

From page 1
“The item was assessed by 

Defence, deemed safe and 
transported to an Australian 
Defence Force base where it 
will be disposed of at a later 
stage.”

Ferry
Passengers on the MV 

Naturaliste ferry from Stony 
Point were allowed to disem-
bark, but passengers want-
ing to board the 5.35pm ferry 
were barred by three police 
cars and four offi cers.

One group of six friends 
said they had come to the is-
land for the day for a picnic 
and had planned to return 

home on the train from the 
ferry.

“We were told there could 
be a bomb and it needed to be 
investigated before we could 
get on the ferry,” said one 
passenger.

“We came from Melbourne 
on the train so we’re going 
to be very late home. We’re 
safe but a little cold and un-
happy.”

The ferry had to divert to 
Rhyll and passengers were 
told at about 6.15pm they 
were to make their own way 
to Rhyll, with many paying 
for taxis.

Kind local residents organ-
ised shuttles for some of the 

passengers between the jetty 
and Rhyll.

Christine and Paul from 
Silverleaves were among 
those offering a car lift, with 
their own friends stranded.

“Our friends just have to 
drive home to Balnarring, so 
not too far,” Christine said, 
adding she had been told 40 
people were booked on the 
5.35pm ferry.

Sam said his sister Katie 
and girlfriend Emily also 
shuttled passengers to Rhyll.

“I fi gured it was unfair 
that we’d closed the jetty and 
they had to pay for taxis, so 
we offered to take some pas-
sengers to Rhyll,” Sam said.

Sam said he and Cooper 
usually dive in summer but 
they had both just got their 
diving tickets and wanted to 
test their gear.

On Sunday they also found 
a mobile phone with cash and 
ID cards and Sam had subse-
quently contacted the owner 
and sent the items to him.

“Mostly we get a lot of fi sh-
ing gear and tackle, which 
we lose a lot of while fi shing 
on the jetty.

“I’ve always dreamt of fi nd-
ing guns off the jetty because 
we hear stories of people 
throwing fi rearms off there.

“But this is probably our 
biggest fi nd.”

“We think we’ve found a bomb”

An illustration of the south façade and canopy – the en-
trance of the new Phillip Island Community Hospital.
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OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY
1 19  MARINE  PAR ADE ,  SAN REMO
(03)  5678  5489
SANREMOBUTCHERS@GMAIL .COM

*CATER FOR RESTAURANTS, CAFES, PUBS & SPORTS CLUBS. ALL SPECIALS RUN TILL OCTOBER 12 OR TILL SOLD OUT.
LOCAL STOCKISTS OF CHARCOAL, RUBS, BBQ PELLETS, BEERENBERG RANGE, PURPLE HEN WINES, OLIVE OIL, PICKLE MY CHILLI, DISASTER BAY CHILLI & LOCAL HONEY.

S P E C I A L S  O F  T HE  W E E KS P E C I A L S  O F  T HE  W E E KBRING IN  
THIS AD AND GET  

6 FREE SMALL  
MEAT BALLS!!
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RUMP STEAK  $19.99KG
SPRING LAMB LOIN CHOPS  $25.99KG
CHICKEN WINGS PLAIN OR MARINATED  $8.99KG
BUTTERFLY LEG OF LAMB PLAIN OR MARINATED  $24.99KG
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Despite community criticism, a 
four-storey, $12 million hotel in Cow-
es’ main street has narrowly been ap-
proved by Bass Coast Shire council-
lors in a five to four vote.

The 85 Thompson Avenue develop-
ment – to include apartments, retail 
shops, and hotel with a lobby, gym, 
and swimming pool – will still go to 
a VCAT hearing on October 3, where 
objectors are hopeful it could yet be 
overturned (see separate story).

The development was rejected by 
councillors last December because it 
was too high at 17.1 metres or five-sto-
reys, and was seeking a massive 46 re-
duction in required car parking spaces.

Last year there were more than 20 
objectors, with the developers then 
appealing at VCAT with a new com-
promised design released.

The redesign is now four-storeys 
with a roof terrace but still 17.1 me-
tres high at the peak – above the 
shire’s preferred 11 metres – and still 
with a large parking waiver of 29 car 
spaces.

Shire planners recommended ap-
proval of the development, with 37 
conditions, saying even though it “is 
larger than what is preferred”, it “ad-
equately strikes a balance”. This was 
supported by Crs Michael Whelan, 
Brett Tessari, Rochelle Halstead, Le-
ticia Laing and Clare Le Serve.

However Cr Ronnie Bauer moved 
an alternative motion to reject the ho-
tel, saying three-storeys on Thomp-
son Avenue had to be “championed”, 
which was supported by Crs David 
Rooks, Bruce Kent and Les Larke.

“If not on this project, then when?” 
Cr Bauer said.

“If we adopt these revised plans, it 
would be the third time this year alone 
that we are ignoring height creep.

“The next project may have plans 
for seven storeys and come back re-
vised with six storeys and an al fres-
co roof top and on it will go.”

Cr Bauer said council needed to 
show VCAT they were “serious” 
about maintaining the “vibe” of Cow-
es and “don’t create an overbearing 

vista as you enter”.
He said the shire was “spending 

a small fortune” to build the neigh-
bouring Cowes Cultural Centre and 
its vista must also be protected.

Cr Rooks said he was concerned 
about the height, adding he support-
ed community concerns.

Cr Bruce Kent said he recalled com-
munity members attending a 2016 
meeting where they “passionately” 
called for the three-storey limit.

“I fully support this (Cr Bauer’s) 
motion because the community has 
spoken and they wish to have three-
storeys,” Cr Kent said.

Support
Of the 23 objectors to the original 

application, eight went to VCAT – ar-
guing against height and parking, 
saying the design detracted from 
Cowes’ character, and did not dem-
onstrate environmental best practice.

The redesign is 13.7 metres to the 
top of the fourth storey, but 17.1 me-
tres for the lift and other services.

Other changes include: 43 hotel 
rooms (previously 46), five residen-
tial apartments (previously 11); base-

ment car park with 44 car spaces 
(previously 46), with car stackers, 
and a car parking reduction of about 
29 car spaces (previously 40).

The developers originally said 
extra car parking spaces could be 
found at nearby supermarkets, on 
the street and at the Cowes transit 
centre, which was highly criticised at 
the time.

Shire planners said this sugges-
tion remained and so “criticisms re-
mained valid”.

“The assessment of the proposed 
reduction of 29 car parking spaces, 
while still large, is a significant im-
provement on the earlier proposal,” 
planners said.

Planners said the Cowes Cultural 
Centre architect and landscape ar-
chitect were involved in the discus-
sion about the amended design and 
were “generally supportive”.

Cr Rochelle Halstead argued the 
redesigns would not destroy Cowes’ 
character, saying it would provide 
“much needed” accommodation and 
employment, and “add to the vibrant 
atmosphere”.

“However I will flag to officers that 

continual allowance of parking re-
duction in future applications should 
not be encouraged,” Cr Halstead said.

She said preferred height limits were 
there “to trigger a closer look, not to 
achieve an absolute building height”.

“Each application must be consid-
ered in its entirety and when you do 
that with this particular application, 
you should not vote against.

“The achievement through nego-
tiations should be considered as of 
benefit.”

Cr Clare Le Serve did not have con-
cerns about the height.

“I don’t think it’s overshadowing 
the Cultural Centre by any great de-
gree,” she said.

Cr Leticia Laing said the develop-
ment would boost the economy and 
tourism and the development needed 
to be examined on its “individual 
merits”.

Cr Bauer responded the planned 
development of the Isle of Wight site 
was expected to boost the economy 
and provide accommodation.

See page 4 for objectors response to 
the decision.

Following our recent article 
on another weird beach find – 
(the 4cm tadpole-like creature 
the sea squirt) – a beach walker 
sent this picture to the Adver-
tiser.

This golden-brown puff ball 
has been scattered across Sil-
verleaves beach the last few 
weeks and the walker won-
dered what it was.

According to Phillip Island’s 
nature educator Mike Cleeland 
it’s a brown algae called an 
oyster thief, also known as a 
sinuous ballweed or Colpome-
nia sinuosa.

The ballweed is hollow, 
growing up to 14cm in diam-
eter and common in tropical 
and subtropical seas through-
out the world.

It loves to live on rocks and 
tidal platforms at the low inter-
tidal to shallow subtidal area.

Council has approved the redesign for 85 Thompson Avenue, next to the Cultural Centre, which is now four-
storeys with a roof terrace and still 17.1 metres high at the peak – above the shire’s preferred 11 metres – with 
a waiver of 29 car spaces.

What is this? According 
to Phillip Island’s nature 
educator Mike Cleeland, this 
golden-brown puff ball is a 
brown algae called an oyster 
thief.

Do you know 
what this is? 

Council approves controversial Cowes hotel
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Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.

T HA N K  YO U
to Julie Box,  

Michael Syme 
& family  

for the  
Community 
Spirit shown  

to run the 

100 year 
re-union 

of the Ventnor Primary School.
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Melaleuca Lodge Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES (off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday
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(off Settlement Road)

Open 10-12 every Saturday

JO
00

58
8A

E
JO

00
58

8A
E

Please support the fundraiser  
for Sam Fraser’s children,  

to help cover the cost  
of their care and education.

To donate, go to  
gofund.me/b6e777cb,  

or search gofundme.com for  
“Caring for Sams Children”.

C A R I N G  F O R  
S A M ’ S  C H I L D R E N
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There is a week remaining in the public 
consultation on the proposed renewable en-
ergy area off Gippsland announced by the 
Hon Chris Bowen MP, Minister for Climate 
Change and Energy in early August.

The government is seeking feedback 
on the proposal and how offshore renew-
able energy projects could share the area 
with other users and interests. Feedback 
received during the consultation will help 
inform the Minister’s decision on whether 
the proposed area is suitable for offshore 

renewable energy.
Feedback must be made as an online 

submission through the Consultation Hub. 
Submissions close at 11.59pm on October 7.

A number of supporting documents are 
available, providing additional informa-
tion on the background of the offshore re-
newable energy consultation and declara-
tion process as well as the Gippsland area. 
These can be read at the consultation hub.

Details: consult.industry.gov.au/oei-
gippsland

Feedback into a plan to make Cowes more 
pedestrian-friendly – with the Esplanade and 
Thompson Avenue one-way to vehicles – closes 
at the end of this week.

The draft Cowes streetscape concept master 
plan 2022 was released in August, with two 
drop-in sessions planned for this week at Olive 
Justice Place: Thursday (September 29) 3pm–
5pm; and Saturday (October 1), 11am–1pm.

Feedback closes Sunday, with the plan set to 
go to council by the end of the year, with the 
project then rolled out in stages based on suc-
cessful grant funding.

Under the plan, cars coming into Cowes on 
the main road will be directed at Church Street 
to park at the transit centre, most likely with 
traffic lights replacing the current roundabout 
at that intersection in the future.

Cars that continue to Chapel Street won’t 
be able to travel down Thompson Avenue to 
the Esplanade, because it will be one-way in a 
southerly direction.

With the Esplanade one-way in a westerly di-
rection, drivers wanting to access the foreshore 
and Thompson Avenue would need to turn 
right at Chapel Street and then travel down 
Bass Avenue.

Thompson Avenue between the Esplanade 
and Chapel Street will lose 42 car parks – down 

to 24 from the current 66.
This section will also change from the cur-

rent angled parking to parallel parking, with 
reduced time limits on parking restrictions, 
although the plan does not detail what those 
restrictions will be.

Bass Avenue currently has six formal and 42 
informal parks, and under the plan will have 40 
dedicated parks, with angled parking along the 
east side, and a designated bus and taxi pickup 
and drop off zone.

Thompson Avenue South – between Chapel 
and Church streets – currently has 73 parks and 
under the plan this will drop to 61.

Chapel Street – between Warley Avenue and 
Bass Avenue – will lose about five parks.

Drivers will be encouraged to park in the 
transit centre – which the shire said is under-
used – as well as the existing carparks behind 
Pino’s off Bass Avenue and behind Priceline off 
Warley Avenue.

The 2023/24 shire budget has allocated $2.25 
million for the first stage of the project, ex-
pected to be shovel-ready by June next year, 
(although stages are yet to be specified).

There is also an online survey and an interac-
tive map.

Details: engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
streetscapescowes

Phillip Island’s peak lobby group described 
last week’s Bass Coast Shire Council vote al-
lowing a 17-metre-high building in Cowes’ 
main street as an “absolute travesty” and “the 
death knell” for the seaside town.

Island Voice is one of eight objectors at VCAT, 
and will continue to fight the council’s approval 
at a further VCAT hearing on October 3, saying 
they were “still hopeful” it could be overturned.

Island Voice’s Linda Marston said the five 
councillors in favour “completely disregarded” 
the “most exhaustive public engagement ever 
conducted” by the shire in 2016 that resulted in 
the Cowes Activity Centre Plan, which set pre-
ferred height limits in Cowes.

“What faith can we have in the Bass Coast 
planning scheme when the first time it is chal-
lenged on three storeys along the main shop-
ping strip, council rolls over?” Linda said.

“What is the point of wasting all that time, ef-
fort and money on engagement? Or was it just a 
tick-the-box activity? We question why council 
engages in lengthy and expensive consulta-
tion if they are not going to enforce the agreed 
changes.

“The idea was Cowes town centre would 
maintain a lower profile that would not greatly 
exceed the height of the iconic cypress trees. 
The hotel does not comply with the changes 
that were painstakingly established at that 
time.”

Linda called for Phillip Island to become a 
special precinct – arm’s length from Bass Coast 
Shire control – because the decision highlighted 
“what happens when people from other parts of 
the shire make critical decisions about an area 
they do not know”.

“Once a precedent has been set other develop-
ers will seek exceptions to the planning overlay 
and we will end up with a high-rise town cen-
tre,” she said.

“It may be the death knell of Cowes as a low-
key seaside town.

“Island Voice will still fight vigorously in 
VCAT to overturn this decision.”

The redesign is 13.7 metres to the top of the 
fourth storey, but 17.1 metres for the lift and 
other services.

Other changes include: 43 hotel rooms (pre-
viously 46), five residential apartments (previ-
ously 11); basement car park with 44 car spaces 
(previously 46), with car stackers, and a car 
parking reduction of about 29 car spaces (pre-
viously 40).

Objectors
Objectors argued if approved the develop-

ment would set a precedent for further simi-
lar developments.

“We love Cowes as it is a relaxed environ-
ment. We do not want to see Cowes become 
like Torquay – a mad house on every sunny 
weekend. Keep Cowes the way it is, that’s 
what is great about it,” wrote one objector.

“A building such as this one proposed is a 
stab at the heart of the character of Cowes, a 
precedent for the slide towards another Gold 
Coast,” stated one submission.

On social media, Ben wrote the redesign 
was “quite the behemoth” even at four-sto-
reys.

“The shadow it will cast for most of the day 
on that section between its south wall and the 
new cultural centre will be pretty significant; 
probably so much so that any plans the coun-
cil had for that section will need to be modi-
fied in reaction to its massive presence,” he 
wrote.

Many supported upholding the preferred 
three-storeys and objected to the use of car 
stackers, however several simply wrote “get 
it built”.

Island Voice members wrote to councillors 
urging them to vote against the hotel, includ-
ing Andrew Marston who challenged the log-
ic of shire planning officers and councillors 
who voted in favour of the hotel.

“Officers comments state the hotel height 
is partially justified by the statement that 
adjacent two-storey buildings “will be re-de-
veloped over time to three storeys” are specu-
lative and may even encourage future over 
height developments,” Andrew said.

He questioned Cr Le Serve’s comment that 
“I don’t think it’s overshadowing the cultural 
centre by any great degree”.

Andrew said the comment implied council’s 
“huge expenditure” on the new centre was 
“somehow secondary to the desires of devel-
opers” and could be compromised.

He said it was disappointing the mayor and 
Island Ward councillor Michael Whelan was 
not required to explain his thought process in 
voting for the proposal.

And finally Andrew questioned Cr Rochelle 
Halstead who – while supporting the devel-
opment – asked planning officers not to en-
courage car parking reductions in the future 
following “quite a few” parking reductions 
recently.

“So what makes this one allowable?” An-
drew asked, saying there was a clear short-
fall in parking in the area with the cultural 
centre, new hospital, and hotel.

Objectors will still 
fight hotel approval

The Cowes streetscape draft concept master plan proposes that Thompson Avenue be-
tween the Esplanade and Chapel Street will be one-way, with parallel parking and will lose 
42 car parks, while there will be new cycle lanes next to the curb along Thompson Avenue 
between Chapel and Church streets.

Final chance to 
comment on 
Cowes street plan

Last call for offshore feedback
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It was a bumper weekend across the island 
and San Remo, with businesses reporting a 
return to pre-pandemic trading levels.

The combination of the National Day of 
Mourning with the Grand Final public holiday 
gifted Victorians a four-day long weekend, 
and many left the city to make the most of it.

Traffic was already streaming onto the is-
land on Wednesday night.

Chris at Café Di-LecTable in Cowes com-
pared the weekend trade to a normal Easter, 
describing it as “just amazing”.

“It brings you back to normality,” he said.
Chris said as a small business, they’d been 

extremely lucky with their staff, who “have 
stuck with us”, but he knew of other business-
es that were overwhelmed.

“One shop had to rope off a section as they 
didn’t have enough staff to cope with the de-
mand.”

Kimberley Brown who manages North Pier 
said staff were exhausted after a big weekend.

“They worked extra hard and extra hours to 
cover the already staffing shortage issue, to 
be able to accommodate such crowd numbers.

“Friday was the biggest day we have had 
since December 31, surpassing Australia Day 
2022.

“Our biggest challenge was keeping up with 
stock and supplies (particularly food items) 
over the extra-long weekend, with some of 
our suppliers running out of things that we 
needed to order up big quantities of, in order 
to get us through.”

In San Remo, traders reported big crowds 
out enjoying the extended break, especially 
on Thursday, which was blessed with perfect 
spring weather.

“The long weekend was fantastic, certainly 
back to pre-pandemic levels,” said Paul Man-
nix from the San Remo Fisherman’s Co-op.

“Thursday was crazy busy. We were sur-
prised actually; who would’ve thought so 
many people wanted to honor Queen Eliza-
beth’s passing by heading to the beach?

“The only dampener to the weekend was 
that Collingwood wasn’t in the Grand Final,” 
he joked.

Cheryl Owen from Cape Winds homeware 
and gift shop agreed the long weekend was 
extremely busy.

“It was a shock to go from winter to that,” 
she said.

“We weren’t sure what it would be like, as 
we’ve never had the four-day weekend before, 
but it was like Easter.

“Thursday was full on.”
The San Remo Hotel also enjoyed strong 

trade across all four days, including a crowd 
of 150 plus watching the Grand Final.

With the game result not in doubt from the 
first quarter, manager Daniel Mock said the 
audience was “very sociable, which was good 
for us”.

“The weekend was certainly much busier 
than a normal Grand Final weekend,” he said.

The hotel’s dining room was booked out 
most nights, with the good numbers continu-
ing on Monday.

“Monday has been a busy night for us in re-
cent months, as there isn’t much else open.”

Traffic
Figures from San Remo IGA confirmed 

the huge number of visitors to the area, with 
customer numbers comparable to a normal 
Easter.

“We had 33 per cent more customers over 
the week than the same time last year,” said 
store manager Shayne Crawford.

He said from Thursday to Sunday, the store 
had as many customers as they would nor-
mally have in a week, and described the is-
land traffic on Thursday and Friday as like 
Christmas and New Year.

One local reported it took almost two hours 
to get to Cape Woolamai after leaving Wont-
haggi at 4pm on Thursday afternoon.

While the traffic was a headache for driv-
ers, it was a boon for others.

Some commuters opted to sit out the traffic 
jam in San Remo, enjoying lunch at the San 
Remo Hotel.

“I think people were stopping off to avoid 
the traffic,” said Daniel.

“We were still serving lunch at 3pm and the 
traffic just went all day.”

Attractions
Bass Coast Shire Council said 1204 people 

came into the Newhaven Visitor Information 
Centre between September 22 and 25, with 
the Nature Parks reporting the Penguin Pa-

rade sold out every night.
“This long weekend, coupled with the 

school holidays, meant we saw visitors back 
at all our attractions in full force,” said Peta 
Wittig, Acting CEO.

“The Penguin Parade was a sell out each of 
the four nights, which was helped by the glo-
rious spring weather.

“We have another busy week ahead. It’s 
great to see people still travelling locally and 
enjoying everything our region has to offer.”

At A Maze’N Things, Dan Wallwork, mar-
keting manager for new owners Park Lane, 
said things were “absolutely flat chat”.

“We had amazing numbers and were super 
busy across all four days.”

Dan said the Holiday Park accommodation 
was fully booked for the entire long weekend.

With the attraction still short 15-20 staff 
from normal levels, Dan said staff did a bril-
liant job coping with the big numbers.

“We’re still struggling to find staff and that 
puts pressure on the existing staff.”

With the MotoGP just around the corner, 
and summer on the way, businesses are gear-
ing up for a busy few months.

The Victorian Government is making it easier for families to fi nd a 
three and four-year old kinder learning program they can count on. 

LED BY A 
QUALIFIED 
TEACHER
The Kinder Tick 
recognises kinder 
programs that are led 
by a qualifi ed teacher. 

PLAY-BASED 
LEARNING PROGRAM
It highlights kindergartens and 
long day care centres that 
offer play-based programs to 
help children learn and grow, 
before they start school.

FUNDED AND 
APPROVED BY 
THE VICTORIAN 
GOVERNMENT
It also identifi es 
services that are 
approved for Victorian 
Government funding.
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Big weekend a sign of summer?

After a busy long weekend, there was a steady stream of cars leaving Phillip Island by 10am on Sunday morning.
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Proudly supported by our Community Advisory Committee and Auxiliaries.
RSVP to register. Phone 5671 4272, book online at basscoasthealth.org.au/roadshows or email: publicrelations@basscoasthealth.org.au

Tuesday, October 4   ...............Online via Zoom, 10.30am-12pm. Call to register
Tuesday, October 4  ................Corinella Hall, 2pm-3.30pm 
Wednesday, October 5  .........Phillip Island RSL, 5.30pm-7pm  
Monday, October 10  ..............Grantville Hall, 1.30pm-3pm 
Thursday, October  20 ..........Newhaven Y  acht Squadron, 10am-11.30am 
Wednesday, October 12  .......Online via Zoom, 2pm-3.30pm. Call to register   
Wednesday, October 12  .......Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club, 6pm-7.30pm  
Monday, October 24  ..............Wonthaggi Golf Club, 1pm-2.30pm 
Tuesday, October 25  ..............Phillip Island Golf Club, 12.30pm-2pm  
Tuesday, October 25  ..............Online via Zoom, 5.30pm-7pm. Call to register 
Thursday, October 27 ............Inverloch Community Hub, 5.30pm-7pm

Bass Coast Health invites everyone to our

Community Forums
Join us for an opportunity to hear about:

•  The $115m Wonthaggi
Hospital Expansion

•  The Phillip Island
Community Hospital

• Our growing services
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Over the long weekend, a group of around 
40 residents met to discuss the proposed Spe-
cial Charge Scheme for Surf Beach and Sun-
derland Bay.

The scheme, which could potentially cost 
more than $22 million is at the top of Bass 
Coast Shire Council’s Urban Road and Drain-
age Improvement Policy Priority List.

Meeting organiser Susie Wickes said resi-
dents raised a number of concerns and were 
putting together a case to oppose the propos-
al.

“Of most concern is the impact on the frag-
ile environment of these estates,” Ms Wickes 
said.

Financial pressures on the community post-
Covid and mental health concerns were also 
a major issue.

Ms Wickes said the group was critical of the 
transparency of the decision making, given 
so many property owners had not responded 
or taken part in the online consultation.

“There is an ageing population that do not 
engage via online methods and we do not 
have post boxes on our properties,” she said.

“The stress this is causing these residents is 
extremely concerning.”

In an email to Ms Wickes, a council officer 
confirmed that there were 740 non-respon-
dents to the initial survey, but these were not 
counted as a yes or a no vote.

However they said of the responses re-
ceived, only 15 per cent were not supportive 
of the scheme, well below the critical 51 per 
cent of objectors needed for the scheme to be 
abandoned.

Council said a reference group which 
would include community members was be-
ing established, to help shape the options to 
be presented to the community in October/
November.

According to council, the next stage will be 
project planning, including development of 
concept plans, cost estimates, including the 
potential cost distribution between the shire 
and property owners, and further community 
consultation.

It’s estimated councillors would vote on the 
preferred treatment plans in February/March 
2023.

The concept designs would also provide op-
tions for projects that could be undertaken 
outside the designated special charge scheme 

and would allow the shire to lobby for state 
government funding.

Ms Wickes said after repeatedly raising 
concerns with council, she was invited to join 
the community reference group.

Studies
The residents have called upon the council 

to undertake an environmental impact study 
before proceeding with any scheme.

Council has advised that various planning 
investigations have been undertaken, includ-
ing flora and fauna studies.

In a newsletter to residents sent out this 
month, the council stated: “We understand 
that the Surf Beach/Sunderland Bay estates 
have a unique character in terms of the natu-
ral environment. This is a strong theme mes-
sage received from community engagement 

undertaken and will definitely be part of the 
concept plan development.”

Other studies undertaken include a feature 
survey, geotechnical ground condition/pave-
ment testing, cultural heritage studies and 
drainage/flood modelling.

The residents also believe given the large 
amount of non-local traffic, the cost of an up-
grade on The Esplanade shouldn’t be shoul-
dered by residents, as it is a VicRoads sec-
ondary road, and the government should pay 
their cost.

It is also listed in the emergency manage-
ment plan as a bypass if there is an accident 
on Phillip Island Road, with residents say-
ing the council and VicRoads have a special 
agreement for funding maintenance and con-
struction of The Esplanade.

According to the Bass Coast Shire Council 

Road Register, large portions of the road are 
owned by the shire.

History
In March this year, Bass Coast Shire coun-

cillors voted to proceed to the next stage of a 
potential scheme for road and drainage up-
grades at the two hamlets following the re-
lease of community consultation results.

Last year the shire sent letters and a ques-
tionnaire to 1033 property owners, also run-
ning an interactive online platform, asking if 
they agreed road and drainage improvements 
were needed and if they would be prepared to 
pay towards the costs.

In total, including phone calls, emails, let-
ters, online feedback and questionnaires, 474 
property owners responded “in some form”.

“Although this only accounts for 46 per cent 
of property owners, each property owner 
within the Surf Beach and Sunderland Bay 
estates have had the opportunity to express 
their position,” a shire report on the commu-
nity consultation stated.

About 75 percent of those who responded 
agreed one of the infrastructure options, such 
as roads, underground drainage, traffic calm-
ing, pedestrian paths or lighting needed to be 
upgraded.

The issue raised most consistently was dust 
with nearly a quarter of comments.

Of those that responded, 139 – (47 per cent 
of responses and 13 per cent of property own-
ers) – indicated they would like the road and 
drainage upgrade to occur and would be will-
ing to contribute towards it.

However more (154) said they would not 
be willing to contribute towards the project, 
while 140 (48 per cent) said they would likely 
require additional financial assistance due to 
financial hardship.

Council has established a monthly newslet-
ter to provide updates on the proposed special 
charge scheme.

Information is also available at engage.
basscoast.vic.gov.au/surfbeachroads

The next residents meeting is scheduled for 
November 5. Any interested residents can ap-
ply to join the private Facebook group: Sun-
derland Bay and Surf Beach Special Charge 
– Roads and Drainage, or contact Maxine 
Sando on 0418 314 005.

Residents raise concerns over scheme

Over 40 residents met on the weekend to share concerns about the proposed Special 
Charge Scheme for Surf Beach and Sunderland Bay.
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FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND
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5 6 – 5 8  T H O M P S O N  AV E N U E ,  C OW E S
P H :  0 3  595 2  3 9 2 2

W W W. P H I L L I P I S L A N D F N .C O M . AU
I N F O @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D F N .C O M . AU

1 8  /  3 3 - 3 7  G E N I S TA  S T R E E T,  
S A N  R E M O

$ 7 75 , 0 0 0

Can you sit in your lounge room and see 
across Weston Port Bay to French Island 
with a north facing view! Sun coming into 
your house. Very few houses in Australia 
have north facing sea views. Chance to 
see whales including Orca whales out of 
your window plus Philip Island bridge, 
Newhaven, Churchill Island, Rhyll and 
Cape Woolamai ? No hills to climb, 
8-minute walk to great Sandy beach 
with walking path when tide in and great 
shopping centre with great local store 
and best eat in or takeaway including 2 
pubs all walking distance?

CONTACT KENDALL O’GAREY   
0410 595 130

W H E N  P O S I T I O N  C O U N T S

9  B OATC R E E K  R OA D, 
V E N T N O R

$ 1 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  TO  $ 1 , 3 5 0 , 0 0 0

The ultimate beach house awaits, there 
are views that cannot be lost with the 
added bonus of excellent beach access. 
This large home has all the room needed 
for any large family or perfect for enter-
taining. There are three decks to follow 
the sun around. Finish the day on the top 
deck with the stunning sunsets. Watch 
the ships coming and going, whale 
watching or just walk on the beach. With 
the option to continue to let out as holi-
day rental or just have the perfect beach 
house. One of the best examples to es-
cape the madness of Melbourne.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD      
0412 712 034 V I E W S  F O R E V E R
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Councillors have given their harshest cri-
tique of Bass Coast Shire’s debt levels, with 
one describing fi nances as “eyewatering”, 
with budgets “over committing and under de-
livering”.

While some councillors continued to pres-
ent a rosy picture of council coffers at last 
week’s meeting, three spoke out, warning 
some building projects needed to be “moth-
balled” to avoid debt burden for future gen-
erations of ratepayers.

The councillors were speaking during a 
vote on the quarterly performance report 
which showed a defi cit unfavourable to bud-
get by $1 million and net borrowings increas-
ing from $15.7 million in ‘20/21 to $17.4 mil-
lion in ‘21/22.

Cr Rochelle Halstead said because of global 
economic constraints, including increased 
cost and labour shortages, the shire should 
review its capital works program.

“It seems council is keen to over commit 
and under deliver where what we need to 
do is be realistic, make the available state or 
Federal government grants fi t to the needs of 
our community and ensure that our budgeted 
works are achievable within the year they are 
allocated in order not to impact on future bud-
gets,” Cr Halstead said.

“To have a carry-over fi gure of $29,809,000  
in works for continued delivery is eyewater-
ing and there may be a need for council to 
consider seeking savings.”

Cr Ronnie Bauer in July voted against the 
budget because losses showed “we must look 
at the way we are spending our money”.

“We cannot continually hope and pray that 
the dollars will keep falling in our lap,” Cr 
Bauer said.

“The world economic circumstances have 
changed dramatically, and we must change 
accordingly.”

Cost blow-outs
During the meeting councillors voted on 

two separate budget blow-outs: an extra 
$75,0000 to the YMCA, which manages coun-
cil-owned leisure facilities, in the wake of Co-
vid; and an extra $206,000 for the construc-
tion of the Wonthaggi soccer pavilion (on top 
of the already approved $804,000).

Cr Bauer said these two projects showed 
“the blowout of our operating expenses due 

to circumstances out of our control.
“This is only the tip of the iceberg. It shows 

how our operating expenses are blowing out,” 
he said.

“Most blowouts and variations will be 
classed “operational” and won’t make it into 
the council chamber or the public eye.

“These additional expenses will only be-
come publicly available with the quarterly 
reports and the annual fi nancial papers. We 
must have a review of our operating expenses 
so that we can see where we can reign in our 
operating expenses.”

Cr Bauer said the shire had started more 
than 100 capital works projects and “it will 
only take a few of these types of blowouts to 
make a massive black hole into our fi nances.

“We are already running with an underly-
ing loss and these variations only add to our 
wows. “This robbing Peter to pay Paul will 
and must catch up with us.”

Cr Les Larke agreed, criticising shire num-
ber crunchers for several issues, such as on-
going underlying operating defi cits.

“Council will be living on its credit card for 
many years to come, and broadly detrimental 
to future generations of residents and rate-
payers who will ultimately need to pay the 
price, in my view, for current day decision 
making in relation to management of coun-
cil’s fi nances,” Cr Larke said.

Support
Cr Leticia Laing praised the report, say-

ing the capital works budget was “the largest 
ever annual expenditure, more than 80 per 
cent delivered by council on previous years”.

“It’s a huge achievement for council and 
huge benefi t for the community,” Cr Laing 
said.

She acknowledged the defi cit but said it 
could not be viewed in isolation, with exter-
nal factors impacting it, including a higher 
than budget workers compensation insur-
ance payment following the dissolution of the 
MAV WorkCare scheme, as well as increased 
waste expenditure, and the gifting of library 
assets to a new not-for-profi t organization 
MYLI.

Cr Laing said the shire’s ability to pay exist-
ing debts was in the Victorian Auditor Gen-
eral’s “low risk category, confi rming council’s 
ongoing sustainable fi nancial position”.

The historic shed built by Rudi Coels is due 
to move to a new home next week.

A spokesperson for the Victorian Health 
Building Authority said the shed would be 
moved from its current location at PICAL in 
Church Street, to Blue Gum Reserve some-
time on or after October 3.

Bass Coast Shire Council said security 
fencing will be provided for the shed until the 
new PICAL community garden is completed.

The community garden is being established 
at Blue Gum Reserve, as there is not room at 
the new PICAL site at Warley Avenue.

In May, Bass Coast Shire Mayor Cr Michael 
Whelan said that it was important to fi nd a 
new home for the garden, as it is a valued 
community asset.

“Relocating the community garden to Blue 
Gum Reserve will provide a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the local community to be involved 
in its establishment. Once it is up and run-
ning, it will also supply produce for PICAL’s 
food pantry,” Cr Whelan said.

“The garden will be fully accessible and in-
clude a space to hold workshops and training 
sessions.”

The total cost for the construction of the 
Community Garden is estimated to be around 
$278,000. PICAL will contribute $38,764 to-
wards the project. The remainder of the fund-
ing will be allocated from Council’s Recre-
ation and Resorts Fund.

Coels’ Shed is classifi ed as a Historic Work-
shop by the National Trust.

Red fl ags on council co� ers

Coels’ Shed on the move
The historic shed built by Rudi Coels, seen here at the rear of the dismantled PICAL com-
munity garden is due to move to a new home next week.
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Sophie Cunningham is one of Australia’s 
most acclaimed authors.

So it’s a bit of a coup for Phillip Island that 
her latest book is devoted to our penguins.

“Flipper and Finnegan: The True Story of 
How Tiny Jumpers Saved Little Penguins” is 
a picture book based on the “feel-good” news 
story in 2001, where people from around the 
world knitted jumpers to save penguins from 
an oil spill.

Sophie says the viral knitting campaign 
made national headlines, with more than 
100,000 tiny penguin jumpers sent in from 
people all over the world.

“The book is about understanding humans 
are in a relationship with nature and what 
we can do to help,” says Sophie, on the phone 
from her home in Melbourne.

“Animals are part of our family and it’s 
about showing how what we do impacts ani-
mals too.

“It’s a hopeful story too because when 
things like oil spills happen a lot of people do 
amazing work.”

Sophie recalls her first visit to the Penguin 
Parade was about the age of eight and the sec-
ond visit was last year, just out of lockdown, 
to research her book.

“I loved it even more than I had the first time 
around. Seeing hundreds of penguins raft in 
and hit the beach, chatting with each other 
... their strong personalities. I hope this book 
helps parents and kids see how wonderful 
these animals are, and their autonomy – but 
also how humans need to help animals when 
they’re vulnerable.

“I love Phillip Island. I hadn’t visited in 20 
years and so visiting last year made me re-
alise what a special place it is.”

Conservation
“Flipper and Finnegan” is Sophie’s second 

children’s book, with her first “Tippy & Jel-
lybean: The True Story of a Brave Koala who 
Saved her Baby from a Bushfire”, written in 
the wake of the black summer bushfires, with 
money from the book sales going to a Zoos 
Victoria fundraiser.

She continues to receive thank you mes-
sages from children who enjoyed “Tippy & 
Jellybean”, adding that she looks for animal 
stories where there is an adventure about 
“overcoming adversity”.

“In writing “Flipper and Finnegan” I be-
came obsessed with the idea of tiny jump-
ers on penguins. I find that enchanting, very 
cute,” Sophie says, explaining that oil makes 
penguins sick when they try to preen them-
selves, and that oily feathers make them lose 
heat.

Sophie has written nine books, and in the 
past decade has focused on environmental 
issues, starting with her 2014 book about Cy-
clone Tracy, while her next book “The Time 
Machines”, is about the importance of trees.

She describes herself as a climate activist, 
and is a past member of Extinction Rebellion 
but says she’s a “scaredy cat” and prefers to 
take action through the pen.

“The main environmental message is one of 
hope, but also about being realistic. Sticking 
my head in the sand makes me more anxious. 
So rather than not knowing what’s going on, 
be honest and then do what I can do locally 
that makes a difference.

“I focus on the things I can change and that 
way I feel less anxious, engaging rather than 
acting like it’s not an issue.”

THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news

Want to know how to protect Phillip Island’s 
marine environment and about the upcoming 
fish count?

Then a free event marine education event 
on Sunday October 2, 2-3pm at St Philip’s 
church hall, Thompson Avenue, Cowes, will 
tell you how.

The event, organised by the Phillip Island 
Conservation Society, will include guest 
speakers from the Victorian National Parks 
Association (VNPA) and island local and reef 
watch coordinator Kade Mills.

The topic is “looking below the blue horizon 
– Marine education, experiences and conser-

vation at play in the VNPA”.
PICS president Jeff Nottle said the VNPA’s 

marine team will outline the underwater 
world surrounding the island and explain 
how to get involved in protecting it.

“They will also talk about the proposed 
Great Victorian Fish Counts on Phillip Island 
in December this year,” Jeff said.

“It’s a presentation for people who are keen 
to learn more about the local marine life and 
issues they face.”

He said there will also be an update of plans 
to seek permanent legal protections for West-
ern Port.

Bass Coast locals and visitors are invited to 
celebrate 20 years since the establishment of 
the Bass Coast Community Foundation at a 
gala fundraising event at the Cape Paterson 
Surf Lifesaving Club on Friday November 18.

Executive Officer Sarah Bourke said since its 
establishment, the Foundation has given well 
over $1 million to local community projects and 
has been working hard in recent times to fund 
local initiatives focussed on increasing aspira-
tions of local young people and providing op-
portunities for local women and girls.

“As well as bringing the Kids as Catalyst 
program to Newhaven Primary School, and 
now Powlett River and Bass Valley primary 
schools; we’ve also funded projects in local or-
ganisations such as the YES Youth Hub, Bass 
Coast Specialist School, Bass Coast College, 
Phillip Island Community and Learning Cen-
tre,” she said.

“The pandemic has hit everyone hard, and 
we’re hoping this event will generate funds to 
enable us to deliver on more of our priorities in 
the coming years,” she said.

Tickets are $120 and include a two-course 
meal, welcome drink and live music as well as 
a donation to the Foundation. There will be gifts 
and prizes and a silent auction on the night.

The Foundation was founded in 2022 as a 
community owned, independent, and non-for-
profit organisation, to provide a vehicle for 
sustainable long-term funding for community 
driven initiatives, and to make our local com-
munities stronger, more resilient, and healthy.

The event will be held at the Cape Paterson 
Lifesaving Club. Buy your tickets at www.try-
booking.com/events/landing/960327

Three Phillip Island CFA firefighters have 
raised $2295 for mental health charities fol-
lowing a gruelling stair climb. Volunteers 
Anita Reid, Alex Dickson and Alex Szutta 
climbed 28 floors up the Crown Metropol Ho-
tel with 25kg of kit – full gear and breathing 
apparatus – on Saturday September 10 to raise 
money to fight depression, PTSI and suicide.

They joined about 600 firefighters and emer-
gency service personnel across Australia for 
the event that raised more than $500,000 for 
mental health services including Lifeline, For-
tem and 000 Foundation.

This year’s Melbourne Firefighter Stair 
Climb challenge was held as an in-person 
event for the first time since 2019.

A very happy Geelong Cats supporter, 
Lorna Collins, is still on cloud 9 after 
sharing her 98th birthday on Saturday 
with the AFL Grand Final. And the one 
wish Lorna wanted was granted – a BIG 
win for her Cats.
Lorna was born in Rhyll, and her father, 
Percy McFee was an avid Swans fan. 
Her mother, Charlotte (née Cleeland) 
didn’t take much interest in the game. 
So what turned Lorna into a long time 
one-eyed Cats supporter? Lorna’s hus-
band, Trevor, had a run with Geelong 
reserves in the late 1930s and once 
married, her heart was with the blue 
and white.
Lorna, who lives in Cowes, is now plan-
ning on seeing another two premier-
ships before her 100th birthday and 
firmly believes her Cats will be there 
both years to assist in her celebration.

Top Cats 
supporter

Community 
invited to 
celebrate 
20 years of 
giving

A free talk on October 2 will discuss the island’s marine environment and how to get in-
volved in the proposed Great Victorian Fish Counts in December this year.

Free marine talk in Cowes

CFA volunteer Anita Reid helped raise more than $2000 with the annual firefighter climb, 
28 floors up the Crown Metropol Hotel with 25kg of kit.

CFA volunteers take on toughest climb

Nationally-acclaimed 
author pens penguin book

Sophie is a Member of the Order of Australia 
for her contributions to literature, and was 
a co-founder of The Stella Prize. She has 
now penned a children’s book about the pen-
guins of Phillip Island.

“Flipper and Finnegan: The True Story of How 
Tiny Jumpers Saved Little Penguins” by So-
phie Cunningham, illustrated by Anil Tortop
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Holiday Homes, 
Owner occupier or Investment 6% net

JD
01

32
5A

A

Inspect Sat & Sun 11am to 4pm
137 Thompson Ave, Cowes 

or call us for an appointment 1800 788 968 or call us for an appointment 1800 788 968 
www.holidaylifestyle.com.au / sales@holidaylifestyle.com.auwww.holidaylifestyle.com.au / sales@holidaylifestyle.com.au

House & Land from just $530k
Single and double storey 2, 3 or 4 bedrooms.Single and double storey 2, 3 or 4 bedrooms.

Professional on-site management, resort facilities in the heart of Cowes.Professional on-site management, resort facilities in the heart of Cowes.
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Former students of Ventnor Pri-
mary recently gathered at their old 
school building … now a family 
home … to celebrate the 100th an-
niversary of the school’s opening.

Prior to the opening of the one 
teacher Ventnor school, on Septem-
ber 6, 1922, for seven years lessons 
had been held in the local hall over 
the road.

In November 1920, the community 
decided that it was time to build their 
own school, and a deputation com-
prising Sarah Harris, Phillip Garnett 
Dixon, AKT Sambell and George 
Jeffrey visited the Minister of Educa-
tion in Melbourne to request that land 
over the road from the hall be pur-
chased for the building of a school.

The deputation was led by Sarah 
Harris, a calm, articulate women 
… and after careful negotiation the 

Ministry agreed to purchase a three 
acre site from Thomas Jones, on 
the corner of the Nobbies Road and 
Rainbow Road,  now renamed Vent-
nor Beach Road.

Building the school from then on-
ward became a great example of the 
tenacity and hard work of Ventnor’s 
pioneers. The hall, land, library, 
lighting, piano, toilets, fencing, cy-
press trees and driveways were all 
provided and paid for by the Vent-
nor community. The school operat-
ed for 41 years, closing in 1963; but 
is still remembered very fondly by 
those who went there.

Stories and memories of happy 
days from those school years were 
shared at length at the recent cel-
ebration, with a special mention 
of the neighbouring Jones family, 
whose kindness and support of both 
students and teachers over four de-
cades was exemplary. Isa Jones pro-
vided morning and afternoon tea ev-
ery day for each teacher who came 
to the school, until it closed in 1963. 
She also cared for any student who 
became unwell in the course of the 
day in her home. Her beautiful pink 
chenille bedspread was very well 
remembered by those at the celebra-
tion who had been on the receiving 
end of her kindness and care.

Her husband Les on many occa-
sions drove the entire school down 
to the beach on the back of his truck 

for a swim on hot days.
As well as the great memories of 

sporting feats, a pony paddock, ex-
cursions and concerts, there were 
plenty of shenanigans as well. If the 
teacher failed to arrive at school by 
10am, the enterprising and delight-
ed young students were well able to 
entertain themselves, going rabbit-
ing or heading to the beach for the 
day, although ever mindful of the 
need to be back by 3pm.

Many excellent teachers were re-
called by pupils at the celebration, 
with more than one putting their suc-
cess in later life down to the balanced 
education they felt they were given.

Among those present at the 100th 
birthday celebration were descen-
dants of each the four people who 
went on the original deputation re-
questing a school for Ventnor.

George Jeffrey was represented 
by Kaye Jeffrey; Phillip Garnett 
Dixon was represented by Laurie 
and Howard Dixon and Robyn Dix-
on; Sarah Harris was represented 
by Kylie Harris, Kathy Harris, Cefn 
Price, Julie Box and Jill Grayden; 
and AKT Sambell by Bill Merry 
and Sally Edwards. Tom Jones, the 
original owner of the three-acre 
site where the school was built was 
represented by two grandchildren 
Dot Coutts and Eileen Ide. Both Dot 
and Eileen married Ventnor school 
teachers. Dot also has the distinc-

tion of being the oldest current for-
mer Ventnor student. She turns 100 
in February 2023. Also present were 
great grandchildren of Tom Jones, 
Elaine Williams (nee Jones) of the 
well-known San Remo hotel family, 
and Howard and Ron Jones. Tom 
Jones is remembered as the person 
who enabled the school to be estab-
lished, and the Jones family as en-
abling it to carry on.

Organiser of the celebration, Julie 
Box, said that it was while teach-
ing in city schools surrounded by 
asphalt and bricks as an adult, that 
she came to truly appreciate the ed-
ucation and opportunities she had 
been given at Ventnor. 

“I realised what a beautiful spot 
we had at the Ventnor school, with 
its space and rural setting. We had 
the Ventnor Beach, the Ventnor 
Reserve and the pine plantation 
planted by the children in the 1930s 
to explore, and these were all incor-
porated into our education.

“What a magical spot in which to 
have lived our young lives.”

The pine plantation was planted 
by the students as an investment, 
its value to be realised in years to 
come, for the benefit of the school. 
But numbers dwindled and the 
school closed. The pines grew on, 
well beyond their harvest date. Nev-
ertheless, its tracks were enjoyed 
by the community for walks and 

riding, over a long period of time, 
before they were removed in 2007.

The school is now home to the Syme 
family, who very graciously hosted 
the 100th birthday anniversary in the 
old school rooms, to the delight of all 
former students present.

“Sally and Michael Syme and Sal-
ly’s sister Jill Sewell are wonderful 
custodians of the Ventnor school,” 
said Julie Box on the day.

“I thank them most sincerely 
for inviting us to hold our reunion 
there. It was such a special feeling 
being back in the schoolhouse and 
grounds and chatting to classmates 
from the early days.”

A delicious afternoon tea, spon-
sored by Member for Bass Jordan 
Crugnale and Alex Scott Real Es-
tate was served by the ladies of the 
Phillip Island Twilight CWA.

Ventnor school 100-year anniversary
Former students and teachers celebrate the 100-year anniversary of their much-loved Ventnor primary school. Front row from left:  Julie Box, Peter Naughton (teacher) Eileen Jones, Kay 
Jeffery, Stuart Hamilton, Fergus Cameron, Dot Jones, Elaine Williams, Bruce Fullarton, Steve Fullarton, Shirley Jeffries, Jane Byron-Moore, Pam Wilkinson, Barbara Fullarton, Adele Jen-
ner and Olive Grummisch. Middle row (from left): Michael Mittzer, Steve Davie, Ewen Cameron, Faye Hamilton, Jill Grayden and Howard Dixon. Back: Laurie Dixon and Jack Hobbs.

Former students Elaine Williams 
(nee Jones) with her aunt Dot 
Coutts (nee Jones) who went to 
school at Ventnor until she was 14 
years of age, and will turn 100 next 
year; and Chris Murphy, daughter 
of Leila Jones, who went to school 
at Ventnor and was a cousin of 
Elaine and Dot.

Olive Grummisch (nee Jenner) and 
Adele Flanagan (nee Jenner) who 
went to Ventnor in the late 1930s 
and early 40s, with Eileen Ide (nee 
Jones) whose parents Les and Isla 
owned the farm next door to the 
school and contributed enormous-
ly to its running, and former school 
mate Laurie Dixon.

From left are Ron Jones, Geoff Coutts, Howard Jones, Barbara Fullarton (1959/60s) and Jan Holian, daughter 
of former student Alma West. Geoff’s father Eric Coutts taught at Ventnor in the 1940s and married Dot 
Jones. Ron and Howard Jones are great grandsons of Tom Jones, who offered land to the Education Depart-
ment for the school to be built on.

Reminiscing over days gone by 
are Howard Dixon (1950-56) Ewan 
Cameron (1954-60) with Ventnor 
teacher Peter Naughton, who mar-
ried Margaret, a member of the local 
Stoppa family. Ewan and Howard 
remembered being bundled into cars 
for a trip to Leongatha and being 
given flags to wave at the queen 
during her visit to Australia in 1954.

Former student Jane Byron Moore 
who began school at Ventnor in 
1959, with Adrian and Elizabeth 
Mitchell.
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Former students travelled from near and far for the Ventnor school anniversary celebration and reunion. 
From left: Bruce Fullarton (1955-61), Shirley Brock (nee Jeffries 1953-54). Her mother Doris was a Grayden and 
attended the school from 1925. Kaye Jeffrey (1950-56), Peter Naughton, teacher from 1957-59, and Steve Ful-
larton who started at Ventnor in 1956.

The Jones Clan – descendants of Tom Jones, who offered three acres of his land for a Ventnor school in the 
1920s: Eileen Ide, Howard Jones, Elaine Williams and Dot Coutts.

A display board featuring life at the Ventnor school over four decades was a highlight for guests at last week’s 
celebrations. Enjoying the photographs are (from left): Howard Dixon, Ewan Cameron, Jill Grayden, Vicky 
Cameron and Sally Edwards.

Ventnor students enjoying an outing to the Royal Melbourne Show in 1956. Back from left 
are teacher David Hunt, and students Pat Grachan, Kaye Jeffrey and parent Molly Jeffrey. 
Front from left are Robert Jeffery, Bruce Fullarton, with name tag attached in case he got 
lost, possibly Julie Duggan, unknown, and Grace and Charles Le Page.

Students, parents, family and friends of students on the day the Ventnor Primary School 
opened in 1922.

Seventh generation Phillip Islander (front) Harriet Jeffery at the Ventnor 
school celebrations, with her great grandparents Phyl and Cefn Price, 
her grandmother Tracey Jeffery and her dad Matthew Jeffery. Harriet 
lives in Ventnor, where Cefn’s family, through Richardson descendants, 
have farmed for almost 150 years.

Former Ventnor students Pam 
Wilkinson, Stephen Davie and 
Barbara Fullarton had the distinc-
tion at last week’s 100th birthday 
celebrations of being the last stu-
dents to attend the school before 
it closed in 1963.

Kylie Harris (right) a descen-
dant of Sarah Harris who led the 
deputation to Melbourne to have 
a school built at Ventnor with 
her mother Cathy Harris. Kylie’s 
dad Dennis was a student at the 
school.

Jack Hobbs (left) a pupil at Vent-
nor from 1944 to 1947, at the 100th 
anniversary celebration with 
Michael Syme, the current owner 
of the school building, who bought 
the property in 1987.

The honour of cutting the 100th 
anniversary cake went to the 
school’s oldest living students Dot 
Coutts and Cefn Price.
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No need to head to Melbourne’s CBD for a registry wedding, when you can 
do something even better and just as quick (if that’s your thing) right here 
on Phillip Island. The registry wedding is for the lovers and the groovers 
that just want to do their wedding their way! The Phillip Island Registry 
Offi ce allows for you to get married (we will smash that ceremony out 
with class and style) so that you can rock on with your day!
If you want a very simple ceremony with just the required legal 
components we can have you married in a fl ash. Just like sneaking off for 
a “Quickie” but this time it’s legal!

www.phillipislandregistryoffi ce.com.au    //    phillipislandregistryoffi ce    
phillipislandregistryoffi ce

GETTING YOU 
MARRIED AF
WITHOUT THE FUSS

THE PHILLIP ISLAND REGISTRY OFFICE IS OPEN (By appointment only);              
Monday to Friday 10.00 am – 3.00 pm and Saturdays 9.00 am – 12.00 pm  

JD
01442A

AIntimate Seaside Weddings

Nestled on the grounds of the idyllic 
Ventnor Estate on Phillip Island and 
overlooking the Mornington Peninsula, 
Trenavin Chapel is where vows are 
made and dreams really do come true.

• Non denominational
• Supporting LGBT ceremonies

PH: 0403 677 636
EMAIL: marina@trenavinchapel.com
WEB: www.trenavinchapel.com

JD
01458A

A
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If you’re planning your 
wedding, a combination of 
technology, professional 
planning tips and good old-
fashioned advice will help 
you create the perfect day.

Whether you want a sim-
ple beachside ceremony or 
a traditional church wed-
ding, planning is a chal-
lenge.

Researching online is one 
way to help organise your 
big day – with plenty of 
inspiration to be found for 
everything from services to 
décor or even the ideal wed-
ding dress.

The island also has a fan-
tastic range of venues, jew-
ellers, celebrants and pho-
tographers to choose from.

Having a budget in mind 
and getting a helping hand 
from friends or family, is a 
good starting point. Or per-
haps you’d prefer to hire a 
wedding planner, so you 
can keep the stress to a 
minimum.

Once you’ve decided on 

a budget, found the venue 
and set the date, then you 
can start the serious plan-
ning.

Here’s an easy check list 
of things to consider once 
you’ve decided to get mar-
ried:

• Choose your wedding 
party – groomsmen, brides-
maids, etc.

• Draw up a guest list and 
maybe send out a “save the 
date”.

• Begin shopping for wed-
ding dress or dressmaker 
and accessories.

• Select suits and dresses 
for the rest of the wedding 
party and arrange fi ttings.

• Plan and book the 
honeymoon – don’t forget 
passports, visas and vac-
cinations if you’re heading 
overseas.

• Book the wedding trans-
portation, photographer/
videographer and a fl orist.

• Choose music or musi-
cians for the ceremony and 
reception.

Three months before
• Order and design invita-

tions and other stationery.
• Choose your wedding 

cake.
• Make wedding day ap-

pointments – hairdresser, 
beautician, etc.

• Arrange a Master of 
Ceremonies.

Two months before
• You must give notice of 

intent to marry, to wedding 
offi cials at least one full 
month and no more than six 
months in advance of wed-
ding date.

• Select wedding rings.

Six weeks before
• Send out those invita-

tions.
• Confi rm reception ar-

rangements, order bever-
ages.

• Confi rm arrangements 
with fl orist and your hon-
eymoon details.

• Start a record of accep-
tance and declines.

• Start thinking about 
your speeches.

Four weeks before
• Confi rm your wedding 

and reception arrange-
ments

• Have a hair and beauty 
rehearsal and fi nal wed-
ding dress fi tting and al-
terations if necessary.

Two weeks before
• Make sure everyone in 

your wedding party knows 
all arrangements and what 
is required of them.

• Finalise guest numbers 
and confi rm with caterers/
venue and arrange wed-
ding reception seating.

One week before
• Finalise all arrange-

ments – catering, fl oral, 
photography – and have 
wedding rehearsal.

• Final fi tting check of all 
outfi ts and accessories.

Then enjoy your perfect 
day!

Plan your perfect day

Whether you want a simple beachside ceremony or a traditional 
church wedding, having a simple checklist can help you organise 
the perfect day. Photo: Chuttersnap, Unsplash.

Advertising Feature
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Ph: 5678 5788
Shop 2, 69 Chapel St, CowesShop 2, 69 Chapel St, Cowes

JEWELLER

CUSTOM DESIGNS
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Ladasha Jewellery in Phil-
lip Island is the perfect place 
to fi nd your engagement or 
wedding ring. It has a fully 
equipped workshop and 
jewellery designer in-house, 
available to give styling ad-
vice regarding bands to suit 
your engagement ring. They 
can also engrave the ring 
with names and other special 
messages.

You can try on a variety of 
ready-made rings or discuss 
designs to making something 
new and totally unique.

Having your engagement or 
wedding ring custom made 
ensures that you end up with 
exactly what you want and 
gives you the opportunity to 
create something that suits 
your individual style.

For more information please 
visit www.ladasha.com.au

Put 
a ring 
on it

A custom-made engagement or wedding ring ensures you 
end up with exactly what you want. Ladasha has an in-
house designer with a fully equipped workshop.

Ladasha Jewellery in Phillip Island is the perfect place to 
fi nd your engagement or wedding ring.

Tanya and Chris, a Cape Woolamai wed-
ding. Photo: Andrew Harrison from Pas-
sion8 Photography.

Mitch and Heather’s wedding on Phillip 
Island was captured by Andrew Harrison 
from Passion8 Photography.

A Lovers Lane wedding for Jacinta and Clinton. Photo: Andrew Harrison from Passion8 
Photography.

Advertising Feature
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Ventnor

BASS STRAIT

WESTERN PORT BAY
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PHILLIP ISLAND RD

BACK BEACH RD

PENGUIN 
PARADE

Phillip Island is home
to the largest Little

Penguin colony
in the world.

Watch them return 
from the ocean 
nightly at dusk.

WHALE MIGRATION
Witness the annual 
arrival of humpback 
and southern right 

whales and even the 
occasional Orca from 
May to September.

PHILLIP ISLAND 
NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.

GRAND PRIX GRAND PRIX 
CIRCUIT

PELICAN FEEDING
Watch daily at 12 noon, 
on the foreshore next to 

the San Remo Pier.

EASTERN BARRED 
BANDICOOT

Was released on 
Churchill Island and 

Phillip Island to save it 
from extinction.

SHEARWATERS
There are approximately one million 
short-tailed shearwaters that arrive 

each year around late September 
from the Aleutian Islands near 

Alaska. They are a spectacular sight 
as they return to their burrows each 

night at dusk.

KOALA CONSERVATION 
RESERVE

Wander tree-top board-
walks to watch koalas 

up close in their natural 
habitat. 

FUR SEALS
Take a tour around 

Seal Rock and marvel 
at Australia’s largest 

fur seal colony

Forrest CavesForrest Caves

The Colonnades
PHILLIP ISLAND PHILLIP ISLAND 

NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.Summerland and Cat Bay.
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4 Parks Pass includes: Penguin Parade, Churchill Island, Antarctic 
Journey at the Nobbies and the Koala Conservation Reserve
BOOK NOW penguins.org.au/buytickets

Watch the 
Little Penguins 
waddle home

See more
& SAVE 
with a 

4 PARKS 
PASS

MAKE TRACKS TO THE PHILLIP ISLAND 
GO KARTS THIS SEPTEMBER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

phillipislandgokarts.com.au | +61 3 5952 9400

> Single & Tandem Go Karts
> Race Simulators
> History of Motorsport Display

> Champions Cafe
> Slot Cars

Explore free fun
events and
activities at your
local library!

visit:
myli.org.au

SCHOOL
HOLIDAY—
FUN DAYS
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514 Beach Rd, RHYLL 3923
PH: 03 5956 9238 

OPEN 7 DAYSPHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

14 Beach Road, Rhyll
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OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  

YOUR ONE STOP 
BOATING & 

FISHING SHOP

7

6

5952 39775952 3977
OPEN 7 DAYSOPEN 7 DAYS

Phillip IslandPhillip Island
TENPIN BOWLINGTENPIN BOWLING
           & Entertainment Centre           & Entertainment Centre

JD00928AA

13FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

5 6 – 5 8  T H O M P S O N  AV E N U E ,  C OW E S
P H :  0 3  595 2  3 9 2 2

H O L I D AY  R E N TA L S  
AVA I L A B L E  

A L L  Y E A R  R O U N D
Book now at www.phillipislandfn.com.au  

or call 03 5952 3922. 
holidays@phillipislandfn.com.au

4

NEXT TO SAN REMO JETTY
170 Marine Pde, San Remo 5678 5206

FRESH LOCAL 
SEAFOOD
 SCRUMPTIOUS 
FISH & CHIPS
& MORE

FREE MIDDAY PELICAN FEEDING

170 Marine Pde, San Remo 5678 5206170 Marine Pde, San Remo 5678 5206
OPEN 7 DAYS 10:30am-7pm
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Open Wed-Sun 11:30am-5:30pm - all school holidays

Bookings - www.phillipislandwinery.com.au

JD
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Hopon over
French Island and P

hillip Island

westernportferries.com.au or call 03 5257 4565

Get OFF GRID, take yourself OFF LINE & venture OFF ROAD.
Discover this unique, unspoilt, remote destination.... French Island. 
naturalistetours.com.au or call 03 5257 4570

#getoffonfrenchisland
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OPEN
7

DAYS

OPEN HOURS:
9am-5pm all school holidays.  

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060  |  0408 120 908

No weather problems – Crazy Golf is under cover!

JD
00

96
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A



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W E D n E S D A y,  S E p T E m b E R  2 8 ,  2 0 2 21 6

JD
00

92
9A

A

6.30 - 9.30PM
Every night throughout the school holidays.

Minimum four per lane.  

$25 UNLIMITED
BOWLING,  LAZER TAG AND TABLE TENNIS

5952 3977
SETTLEMENT ROAD,  COWES

PHILLIP ISLAND PHILLIP ISLAND 
TENPIN BOWLINGTENPIN BOWLING

LAZER TAG

JD
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SCHOOL HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS:SCHOOL HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS:

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY 

11:30AM-5:30PM  11:30AM-5:30PM  

BOOKINGSBOOKINGS

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDWINERY.COM.AUWWW.PHILLIPISLANDWINERY.COM.AU
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When it comes to finding things for the whole 
family to do on school holidays, you can’t possi-
bly beat Phillip Island’s one and only A Maze’N 
Things!

Situated less than 10 minutes from Cowes, A 
Maze’N Things is an exciting world of illusions, 
puzzles, mazes and mini golf that offer hours of 
fun, magic and adventure.

You can take a trip to Puzzle Island. Expe-
rience world-first activities that will have you 
laughing or scratching you head in disbelief. 
From the shrinking room to the gravity room, 
Puzzle Island will have you questioning ev-
erything! Next, Magic Manor will make you 
wonder and smile, sparking your curiosity and 
astonishing you. It’s like nothing you have ever 

experienced before! From a time machine to 
a disappearing room, believe us when we say 
you could easily spend up to two hours indoors, 
marvelling at what A Maze’N Things has to of-
fer.

Venture out and get lost in our giant 3D maze! 
With over two kilometres of passageways, our 
maze is a bewildering labyrinth of confusing 
turns, devious twists and frustrating dead ends. 
Be sure to find all four flags along the way.

Maybe mini golf is your thing! With con-
stantly changing levels and landscapes, the 
challenging Maxi Mini Golf will entertain be-
ginners to experienced golfers. 

Our Puzzle Café has great coffees, cold drinks 
and a tasty selection of hot and cold food. The 
maze is tricky. Better take a coffee in with you!

And in the news we’ve all been waiting for, 
after three years affected by Covid regulations, 
our SkyTrail adventure ropes course will final-
ly be re-opening by late October! That’s a full 
summer of swinging around so high in the air 
that it will most definitely get your adrenaline 
pumping. Keep an eye on our socials for more 
announcements soon!

In perfect time for the school holidays Phil-
lip Island Winery launches our new ‘Spring 
Menu’. Featuring items the whole family will 
love, why not book your spot to enjoy a long 
lunch in one of our many dining areas.

Post lunch, kick back and enjoy a glass of 
wine while the kids take advantage of the 
games on our huge lawn area, then finish 

your experience off in our cellar door ‘The 
Yards’. Here, our expert staff will take you 
through our current vintage, and be sure 
to peruse our carefully curated selection of 
treasures to take home with you.

Open Wednesday-Sunday for the holi-
days. Bookings – www.phillipislandiwnery.
com.au

Enjoy spring at the winery

Beef Rib is one of the delicious options 
on the new Spring Menu at Phillip Island 
Winery, which is open Wednesday – Sunday 
during the holidays.

Enjoy Caprese salad from the new Spring 
Menu and then kick back with a glass of 
wine while the kids enjoy a game on the 
huge lawn area at Phillip Island Winery.

Finish off your visit to Phillip Island Winery at the Cellar door, where staff will take you 
through the current vintage.

Holiday fun and 
excitement at 
A Maze’N Things

Nick White and the crew at A Maze’N Things are super excited to welcome everyone back 
to the Sky Trail attraction reopening by late October. 

Advertising Feature
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LOVING LIFE NEVER GETS OLD
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Westernport-Hotel San Remo Westernport-Hotel San Remowesternportsanremo westernportsanremo

Westernport-Hotel San Remo Westernport-Hotel San Remowesternportsanremo westernportsanremo
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Seniors Festival

Eighty-two-year-old Edward “Teddy” Bry-
an Tompkins is quite a character on Philip 
Island and has been a local for the last fifty 
years, with the last nine at BlueCross Gros-
sard Court, Cowes. Teddy is living proof 
that getting older and living in residential 
care doesn’t have to mean that you stop hav-
ing fun and living your life.

Although Teddy needs regular treatment 
and care for some bone ailments, he can be 
regularly seen scooting around Cowes.

“I have a mobility scooter here in the ga-
rage and I am up and down the street a few 
days a week in winter and every day in the 
summer. I love having my freedom and I’ll 
keep doing it as long as I can.”

Teddy also scoots around the corner to 
visit his mate Graham who shares a lot of 
the same interests as him such as yachts, 

as well as having custody of Teddy’s dog, 
Boris.

“Friends are important, they always have 
been and I’m happy to have Graham and Bo-
ris,” he says with a chuckle.

Teddy also admits he has plenty of friends 
at Grossard Court.

“I have a great rapport with the staff and 
it just feels like a big family.”

Teddy has a strong bond with the island 
and reminisces about his years on the Ne-
whaven Yacht squadron when he had a 
beautiful yacht in the Marina.

“Time has really flown by but not too 
much has changed here on the island which 
is nice,” he explains.

“I still go to the same shops and down the 
same streets as I always have and that suits 
me just fine. It’s home to me.”

The Victorian Seniors Fes-
tival is bigger and better in 
its 40th year.

Minister for Disability, 
Ageing and Carers Colin 
Brooks announced details 
of the 2022 Seniors Festival, 
which will feature live and 
online events, including con-
certs, dances, sport, the arts, 
history talks and tours.

The theme – Takin’ it easy 
– focuses on presenting ac-
cessible and comfortable 
spaces, both live and online.

“Victoria’s seniors make 
an invaluable contribution 
to our community – and the 
seniors festival is a chance 
to say thank you for all they 
do,” said Minister for Dis-

ability, Ageing and Carers 
Colin Brooks.

“Whether online or in-per-
son, the month-long festival 
provides senior Victorians 
with opportunities to get 
involved, meet new people, 
learn new skills, or just enjoy 
the entertainment.”

Building on the success of 
the previous Victorian Se-
niors Festivals, this year’s 
events will include online 
and radio programs, as well 
as First Nations performanc-
es and entertainment from 
multicultural artists.

The Country Concert se-
ries will take the festival fun 
on the road to 26 regional 
towns and the Aged Care 

Tour will entertain aged care 
residents with music and ma-
gicians from September to 
December.

To ensure older Victorians 
can make the most of the 
Festival, Victorian Seniors 
Card holders can access free 
travel on public transport 
services from October 2 to 9 
– including on V/Line.

For V/Line trips that re-
quire a reservation, go to: 
seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/free-
travel

Information programs can 
be found at Coles stores, lo-
cal councils, libraries and 
community organisations, or 
the online calendar at senior-
sonline vic.gov.au/festival

Teddy Tompkins is living proof that getting older and living in residential care doesn’t have 
to mean you stop having fun and living your life.

The Seniors Festival is back and this year’s events will include online and radio programs, 
as well as First Nations performances and entertainment from multicultural artists. Photo: 
Leah Hetteberg, Unsplash.

Scooting Teddy
The Victorian festival for 
Seniors back with a bang

Advertising Feature
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Banfields Aged Care
192 Thompson Avenue Cowes VIC 3922

03 5951 2500 www.banfields.com.au
AUSTRALIAN
AGED CARE GROUPPTY LTD

Banfields Aged Care is a luxury and boutique residential aged care facility. 
It is family-owned and operated by 2nd and 3rd generation family members 
who have been involved in providing premium aged care for over 60 years. 

Banfields Aged Care is a world-class residential facility situated right within the heart of 
Cowes offering the ultimate in luxury living. Set amongst beautiful landscaped gardens in 
the grounds of the former Banfields cinema and restaurant complex, Banfields Aged Care is a 
state-of-the-art residential aged care facility with hotel-style amenities. The single level facility 
provides care to 90 residents with ageing in place programs offering all levels of care. We 
also offer a dedicated 14 bed Memory Support Unit. The spacious and elegant facility consists 
of six separate wings, adjoining central lounges, café, bar, reception centre and provides an 
extensive range of services to assist residents in remaining active and engaged. 

Features include: 

n Single, spacious rooms with ensuite bathrooms 
and comfortable living area 

n Ageing in place programs 

n Suites with fully equipped kitchenettes and 
lounge area for a larger style of living 

n Spacious lounge, sitting and dining areas 
within the fully air conditioned facility 

n Individually controlled heating and air 
conditioning in every room 

n Telephone and Foxtel connection points 
in every room 

n Ample car parking 

n Courtyards and outdoor sitting areas 

n Covered pedestrian walkways 

n Hairdressing & Beauty Salon 

n Chapel (non-denominational) 

n Theatre / Cinema 

n Café and Bar 

n Physiotherapy room and Gym 

n LED TV screens in every room 

n Men’s Shed 

n Dedicated bus for resident outings 

n Wi-Fi available

To discuss your individual requirements and 
experience the Banfields Aged Care lifestyle 
firsthand, please phone (03) 5951 2500
or visit the website for a virtual tour 
www.banfields.com.au

Aged Care
Exceptional Care Built on Solid Foundations

BANF I ELDS
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Banfields Aged Care
192 Thompson Avenue Cowes VIC 3922

03 5951 2500 www.banfields.com.au
AUSTRALIAN
AGED CARE GROUPPTY LTD

Banfields Aged Care is a luxury and boutique residential aged care facility. 
It is family-owned and operated by 2nd and 3rd generation family members 
who have been involved in providing premium aged care for over 60 years. 

Banfields Aged Care is a world-class residential facility situated right within the heart of 
Cowes offering the ultimate in luxury living. Set amongst beautiful landscaped gardens in 
the grounds of the former Banfields cinema and restaurant complex, Banfields Aged Care is a 
state-of-the-art residential aged care facility with hotel-style amenities. The single level facility 
provides care to 90 residents with ageing in place programs offering all levels of care. We 
also offer a dedicated 14 bed Memory Support Unit. The spacious and elegant facility consists 
of six separate wings, adjoining central lounges, café, bar, reception centre and provides an 
extensive range of services to assist residents in remaining active and engaged. 

Features include: 

n Single, spacious rooms with ensuite bathrooms 
and comfortable living area 

n Ageing in place programs 

n Suites with fully equipped kitchenettes and 
lounge area for a larger style of living 

n Spacious lounge, sitting and dining areas 
within the fully air conditioned facility 

n Individually controlled heating and air 
conditioning in every room 

n Telephone and Foxtel connection points 
in every room 

n Ample car parking 

n Courtyards and outdoor sitting areas 

n Covered pedestrian walkways 

n Hairdressing & Beauty Salon 

n Chapel (non-denominational) 

n Theatre / Cinema 

n Café and Bar 

n Physiotherapy room and Gym 

n LED TV screens in every room 

n Men’s Shed 

n Dedicated bus for resident outings 

n Wi-Fi available

To discuss your individual requirements and 
experience the Banfields Aged Care lifestyle 
firsthand, please phone (03) 5951 2500
or visit the website for a virtual tour 
www.banfields.com.au

Aged Care
Exceptional Care Built on Solid Foundations

BANF I ELDS
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There’s a week of events and excitement for 
Banfields residents, as part of this year’s Se-
niors Festival.

On Friday October 7, a Phillip Island Nature 
Parks ranger will visit to speak to the resi-
dents about wildlife on the island.

The following week, on Monday October 10, 
residents are in for a musical treat when the 
Sisters and Misters Choir perform. Lead by 
Irene Bennetts the choir has a fabulous rep-
ertoire of favourites that is sure to have every-
one singing along.

The following day (October 11), a scenic 
drive through the Bass Hills and lunch is on 
offer, with a High Tea booked in for Thursday, 
October 13.

The Lifestyle Department at Banfields is 
dedicated to making sure residents enjoy life 
to the fullest.

Living with purpose is the core value and 
care philosophy of the team.

Purpose in life and living with a motivated 
attitude underpins Banfield’s approach to res-
idential aged care and is fundamental to the 
creation of a sense of belonging and ultimate 
wellbeing.

At Audika, we believe hear-
ing health is such an impor-
tant part of connecting you 
with your world – think of all 
the things hearing gives you. 
A shared secret, the sound of 
your grandkid’s footsteps as 
they approach your door, a 
great joke at a dinner party.

Hearing loss can change 
your everyday life and can 
also impact your loved ones. 
The team at Audika Cowes 
want to help you love your 
ears, with FREE hearing 
health checks and advanced 
hearing care technology.

Grant Hill and Sigrid Fer-
guson, your local hearing 
experts, are ready to help you 

take the first step towards 
better hearing health.

Plus, if you’re a Seniors 
Card Member, and it’s your 
first visit to Audika for a 
hearing check, you could re-
ceive a $50 Visa Prepaid Gift 
Card.

Offer available to Seniors 
Card members until Decem-
ber 31, 2022. For full terms 
and conditions, visit www.
audika.com.au/seniors-card

Book your FREE* hearing 
check online at www.Audi-
ka.com.au, or by calling 1800 
609 962.

*FREE hearing check is available 
to adults aged 26 or over.

Bass Coast Shire Council, in 
partnership with the Victorian 
Seniors Festival, is hosting 
a free Seniors Festival film, 
cuppa and cake event in Won-
thaggi on Tuesday October 18.

The event includes a film 
screening at the Wonthaggi 
Union Community Arts Cen-
tre, as well as a cuppa (or cold 
drink) and cake at Ronni’s 
Restaurant, free for Victorian 
Seniors Card holders. If you 
don’t have a Seniors Card or 
you’re a senior who would like 
to attend with a friend or rela-

tive who doesn’t have a card, 
there are also paid tickets 
available for this event.

The morning session starts 
at 10.30am and features the 
film “Ticket to Paradise”. The 
afternoon session starts at 
2pm and will feature the film 
“Moonage Daydream”.

The cuppa and cake can 
be enjoyed anytime between 
10am and 3pm at Ronni’s 
Restaurant, opposite the Arts  
Centre.

Tickets are limited, so book-
ings are essential for all attend-

ees, through www.trybooking.
com/CCTFQ or by calling the 
Arts Centre on (03) 5671 2470.

Transport assistance to and 
from the event is available free 
of charge for Seniors Card hold-
ers and their companion/s from 
several central locations across 
Bass Coast. To request trans-
port assistance, please select 
your location as part of your 
booking for this event and a 
member of Council’s Social and 
Community Planning Team 
will be in contact with you to 
discuss your transport needs.

Audika Cowes offers free 
hearing health checks to 
make sure you stay con-
nected to the important 
things – and people – in your 
world. Photo: Isaac Que-
sada, Unsplash.

Prioritise your hearing 
health this Seniors’ Week

Celebrate Victorian Seniors  
Festival with free film

Banfields celebrates Seniors
Residents are in for a musical treat when the Sisters and Misters Choir visit and the fabu-
lous repertoire of favourites is sure to have everyone singing along.

As part of this year’s Seniors Festival cel-
ebrations, Banfields residents will enjoy a 
High Tea on October 13.

Seniors Festival
Advertising Feature
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Dignity Matters Support Service
DMSS provides in-home supports to older people living in our local community. With over 

twenty years professional experience in community service, Kerryn is aware of the challenges 
impacting older people and recognises a need for genuine, quality care.

DMSS offers in-home services such as -
  • Personal Care     • Respite           • Homecare         • Meal preparation
  • Transport     • Pet care          • Social Support  • Senior Massage

  Government funding approved. Case management advice and referral is also available.

Dignity Matters Support Service is passionate about fostering empowerment, respecting
confidentiality and excelling in everthing we do.

Kerryn Pascoe - Service Manager
  Mobile: 0488 987 827    

kerryn@dignitymatterssupport.com.au
www.dignitymatterssupport.com.au

Member ACWA, CIDESCO

DMSS is a small, personalised service 
that provides community supports 

to older people and people with a disability 
living in our community. 

What we can off er:

 • Personal Care • Respite         

 • Homecare • Transport

 • Meal prep • Pet care         

• Social Support
Government funding may apply

For further information contact:
Our Support Team mob: 0488 706 834

support@dignitymatterssupport.com.au

Our Mission: To lead by example and provide an exceptional 
home support service that refl ects our commitment to dignity, 

client choice and community connections.
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Seniors
Festival

29/9 - 6/10 

Festival
All Phillip Island RSL 

Senior Members 
will receive a $5 
voucher the next 
time they visit us.

Not a member? 
Sign up now to 

receive benefits!
===

PIRSL.COM.AU

/PHILLIPISLANDRSL

225-243 THOMPSON AVE COWES VIC
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After 20 plus years working in the health 
and community sector, Kerryn began Dignity 
Matters Support Service in April 2020 with a 
vision to provide a genuine, reliable service.

Dignity Matters has a commitment to sup-
porting people to live their lives without 
judgement, respecting privacy and honour-
ing client choice.

Kerryn is passionate about enhancing qual-
ity of life and mental health.

“I am always humbled by the memories 
shared and knowing that the little things we 
do can make a big difference in people’s lives. 
Connections and fulfi lment are important no 
matter our age or ability.”

Recent changes to the SCHADS (Social, 
Community, Home Care and Disability) 
Award require community workers to now be 
rostered a minimum of two hours. However, 

this can include more than one client visit. 
Kerryn said recipients of Home Care Packag-
es and other funded services are not obliged 
to pay for the two hours. With improved ros-
tering, Dignity Matters Support Service aims 
to provide minimum one-hour services to 
continue to meet high care needs and main-
tain affordability.

Kerryn recognises that a professional team 
is essential in monitoring client wellbeing 
and establishing good communication with 
other service providers in maintaining client 
safety and wellness. DMSS are always happy 
to provide information regarding community 
supports to meet your individual needs.

Kerryn is a member of the ACWA (Austra-
lian Community Workers Association) and is 
committed to continual professional develop-
ment and upholding ACWA’s code of ethics.

Are you thinking about do-
ing a DNA test or have you 
done one and have been told 
your estimated ethnicity. Is 
that all there is?

A DNA test can give you 
more insight into your family 
genealogy and origins. Com-
bine what you learn from 
your DNA by accessing over 
100 million family trees and 
30 billion records on Ances-
try and other family search 
platforms.

A simple saliva test can show 
you the countries you’re from 
and may also pinpoint specifi c 
regions within them – giving 
you insightful geographic de-
tail about your history.

From your test results you 
can start building your fam-
ily tree or confi rm branches 
already there.

A DNA test will usually 

indicate your ethnicity mix, 
that is, the countries, cities 
and towns that your ances-
tors called home. While in-
teresting, such information 
is not all that helpful in build-
ing your family history with-
out further detailed research, 
and genealogy groups can 
help you in this endeavour

DNA processors might 
also provide suggestions of 
new ancestors based on the 
connections in your DNA. 
This will enable you to fi nd 
new living relatives around 
the world, and discover your 
shared family history. How-
ever, without careful veri-
fi cation, such research can 
lead to incorrect conclusions. 
Once again, genealogical 
groups are a useful resource.

Since the advent of DNA, 
millions of people have un-

covered something new. You 
could too. You might even 
discover new living relatives.

The Phillip Island and Dis-
trict Genealogical Society 
will be hosting a session on 
DNA on Saturday October 1 
with experienced guest DNA 
presenter Pam Harrison from 
Wonthaggi. Come along to 
get answers to all your ques-
tions and to fi nd out how you 
can use the test results to 
advance your family history 
search, maybe unravel a mys-
tery, or at least confi rm your 
suspicions.

Join the DNA session on 
Saturday October 1, starting 
at 2pm, at 56 Chapel Street. 
Cowes.

Afternoon tea will be pro-
vided. Members free, visitors 
$5. Please RSVP by Septem-
ber 29 to piadgs@gmail.com.

The Phillip Island and District Genealogical Society will be hosting a session on DNA on 
Saturday October 1, starting at 2pm. Photo: Brano, Unsplash.

To DNA or not to DNA?
Learn something about DNA this Seniors MonthSupport and respect 

from Dignity Ma� ers

Dignity Matters Support Service vision is to provide a genuine, reliable service, supporting 
people to live their lives without judgement.

Seniors Festival
Advertising Feature
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ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business Guide
CONTACT JANE ON 5952 3201 
OR EMAIL ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834
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    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

CLEANING

www.eighthelement.com.au

Airbnb & accommodation

Linen service

Commercial cleaning

Vacate cleans

cleaning

0421 665227

email: info@eighthelement.com.au

Sharon Elliott
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EARTHMOVING
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

CONCRETER
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CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

CARPET CLEANING

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic – upholstery

• Rental bond specialists • Fast, efficient service

JD
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0415 106 443   5956 6888
islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo

For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

BLINDS & CARPET

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

CONCRETER
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0402 454 742
DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS
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Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios, Pool Surrounds  

Pattern, Plain and Exposed Aggregates

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING
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CONCRETER
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* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
58

40
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs
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GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS
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GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

CARAVAN REPAIRS

• ALL MAKES AND MODELS
• CUT AND POLISHING

• SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES
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BUILDER

AIR CONDITIONING

JD00514AA

CHIMNEY/FLUE CLEANING

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

Island Flue Island Flue 
CleaningCleaning

0488 522 950   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com  RICHIE & DI LAING
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RUBBISH REMOVAL

RUBBISH REMOVALS
No Job Too Small – We Load for YOU!

WE CAN ALSO REMOVE YOUR  
UNWANTED CARS FOR FREE

Call Shane  
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616

JD
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A

ELECTRICIAN

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

Need an 
Electrician?
We offer a full range of electrical 

services for your home

Guaranteed on-time, competitive 
pricing and quality workmanship

joel@jselectricians.com.au
www.jselectricians.com.au

0412950720

3/5 Cyclone Street 
Wonthaggi VIC 3996

Director

 JOEL SHARPE

ELECTRICIANS
REC. 31576

JOEL SHARPE
0412 950 720

www.jselectricians.com.au

H
M
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We offer a full range 
of electrical services 
for your home
Guaranteed on-time, 
competitive pricing and 
quality workmanship

JOEL SHARPE - 0412 950 720
www.jselectricians.com.au

Need an Electrician?
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SOLAR

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496
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STEEL

C&K WELDING & FABRICATION.
3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922
03 5900 2995  |  CNKWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM

C&K
WELDING & 
FABRICATION
MILD STEEL, STAINLESS STEEL, 
ALUMINIUM AND METAL FABRICATION

3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922
03 5900 2995  |  CNKWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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STORAGE

LK
00

02
3A

A

Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

LAUNDRY SERVICES
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Island Premium Laundry offer all  
your laundry needs from general house  
washing to your pet beds or blankets.

We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,  
call 0417 150 566 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au
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PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

LAWN MOWING

LK
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637
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ROOFING
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• Domestic & Commercial • Repairs
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
• Aluminium Gutter Guard • Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
METAL ROOFINGMETAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

POOLS

SPARKLING CLEAR
Pool Service

Gary Gaskin
0407 053 311 • gary.gg@bigpond.com

• Pool Maintenance
• Tiling & Coping Repairs
• Equipment Replacement
• Renova� ons

SPARKLING CLEAR
Pool Service
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TILING/LANDSCAPING
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• Paving & Coping

TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANING

JO
00

93
3A

A

WINDOW 
CLEANING  

0409 946 839

Glassed Out Window Cleaning
Fully insured

PLUMBING
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P L U M B I N G  &  G A S

24/7  
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

0418 323 101

LIC. NO 28775

PHILLIP ISLAND, 
BASS COAST,  

WEST GIPPSLAND

HANDYMAN

ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

EARTHMOVING
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

ROOF REPAINTER

COWES ROOF 
REPAINTERS

JD
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A

COWES
ROOF REPAINTS

Metal & Tile
Roof Restoration

0431 992 027
julianbird@gmail.com

PRESSURE CLEANING
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Peter Evans
Ph. 0414 534 634
Email: pipcservices.pwe@gmail.com

Phillip 
Island 
Pressure 
Cleaning

WINDOW CLEANING

WINDOW CLEANING
CALL ROD

0448 270 250
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D I R E C T O R Y

Support the businesses at the  of our community

R E A L  E S T A T E

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

Interior Design & Decoration
Homewares & Gift

Shop 6, 34 Thompson Ave, Cowes
Visit us : 5/26 The Concourse, Cowes

Phone us : 03 5951 9829
website:  brinniethome.com.au 

@brinnietdesign @brinniethome

H O M E

FURNITURE OUTLET COWES
 SALE NOW ON

BEATS PRICES IN MELBOURNE 
Furniture Outlet. P/L. 153 Thompson Ave. Cowes. 

0402 042 576.

MATTRESSES  
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE AT GREAT PRICES 

Queen/double/ single/ king single/king size
PLUS Beds / tallboys /bedside chests. Etc. etc.
DELIVERY AND TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE

JD
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Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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Elsvana Hair Studio 
A private modern luxe studio with one on one service 

Call 0448 867 387 to make an appointment 
Bayview Grande Arcade, 16 The Esplanade, Cowes.

B E A U T Y

JEWELLER

Shop 2, 69 Chapel St, Cowes : 5678 5788

Gifts
Custom Designs

Repairs
Watch Batteries

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  
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F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

For all your refi nancing or home loan 
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.

Gabriel Caffi eri – Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffi eri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

F O O D  &  D R I N K

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

Open 7 days from 7am
24 Phillip Island Rd, 
Newhaven
3925espresso.com.au

Re-opening soon   |   Private functions welcome
thejettyphillipisland.com   |   thejettyphillipisland@gmail.com

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au   |   03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

JD00353AA

P
H
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L I P  I S L A N D  D I R E C T O

R
Y

www.WeArePhi l l ip Is land.com.au

F O L L O W  O N

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669 
thecentrecowes 

@hotmail.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER

FREE FOR FOUR WEEKS* 
*PRICES STARTING FROM $10 AT WEEK FIVE

ads@pisra.com.au
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Seek, buy and sell

HOSE, Patricia: 

A Memorial and a  
Celebration of Pat’s life 

will be held on 

October 8th at the 
San Remo Hotel from 
11.30am to 2.30pm.

Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
REPAIRS AND  

RESTORATIONS 
From timber to metal – 
small to large projects 

Reasonable prices
Open Tuesday,  

Wednesday & Thursday  
9am to noon.

Contact Tony Ashton, 
0499 996 237

JO0006AA

If you are a reliable & motivated individual, who is passion-
ate about food & wine, then we want to hear from you!
The following positions are available:
Barista/Bar person – 3-4 shifts per week (up to 5 over 
summer). Experience & RSA essential. 
Chef – To assist head chef and existing kitchen team in pre-
dominately prepping and executing this seasons weddings 
& events. 
Front Of House Wait Staff – Experience & RSA essential.
Resumes to – hello@phillipislandwinery.com.au 

VACANCIES

The Nature Parks is preparing for the upcoming Peak period and is seeking enthusi-
astic and committed individuals to join our team in the following positions:

• Farm Assistant – Casual
• Commercial Supervisor – Fulltime 
• Cleaner – Casual 
• Visitor Experience Ranger – Part Time
• Sales and Service – Casual & Part Time
• Visitor Engagement Ranger – Casual & Part Time 
• Create Catering – Barista, F&B Attendants and 

Team Leader, Cooks, Chefs 
If you desire to join our dynamic and inclusive team please visit:  
www.penguins.org.au/about/employment/our-people-our-work/
Employment for hospitality positions are via Create Catering
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DIREC TOR VAC ANCIES

The Bass Coast Community Foundation is seeking to recruit and appoint suitably 
qualified people to board vacancies created by retiring directors. Director 
positions are voluntary.

If you have a range of skills, experience and strengths including an 
understanding of philanthropy, governance, accounting or law, and a strong 
connection and commitment to the Bass Coast community, and you can 
contribute 6 hours per month to the Foundation’s activities please apply.

For more about the position and application please visit Director Vacancies  
– Bass Coast Community Fund (bccf.org.au)

The closing date for applications is October 7, 2022. 

Are you passionate 
about the Bass Coast 
community and want 
to make a difference?

JD
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ASaturday 1st.October 
8:00a.m. to 1:30p.m.

To book a site call Lyn,  
5952 5723
Site fee $15

Sausage sizzle and 
Devonshire teas.
Corner Chapel St 

and Warley Avenue, 
Cowes

@ST. JOHN’S 
JD
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Saturday 1st.October 
8:00a.m. to 1:30p.m.

To book a site call Lyn,  
5952 5723
Site fee $15

@ST. JOHN’S 

POSTPONED

Notice of the 2022 Phillip Island  
Medical and Health Action Group Inc.  

Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General 

Meeting will be held on Oct 5th 2022 at 5.00pm in 
the ANZAC room at the Cowes RSL.

The business of the Annual General Meeting shall be 
conducted from 5pm-5.30pm.

We have a special guest speaker (from 5.30pm-7pm)  
– Jan Child, CEO of Bass Coast Health who is going 

to update us on the upcoming developments in 
health in our area including what is happening at the 
expansion at Wonthaggi Hospital (building handover 
this Nov), progress on the Phillip Island Community 

Hospital and what is planned for future developments 
in medical, mental health and Aged Care. 

There will also be some time available for questions 
from the floor. There is a great deal going on at the 

moment, come along and be informed.
Dinner is available at the RSL. You will need to make a 

booking to avoid disappointment. 
Meeting open to members of the public from 5.30pm. 

All Welcome.
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Learn to Earn - Food & Beverage stream - 3-day program*
*for new starters - must complete all modules
Training Venue: Hotel Phillip Island

Mon 3 Oct - Food Hygiene
Tues 4 Oct - Responsible Service of Alcohol
Wed 5 Oct - ABC of Coffee + Table/customer service

Learn to Earn - Housekeeping stream - 2-day program
*for new starters - must complete all modules
Training Venue: North Pier Hotel

Tues 18 Oct - Hygiene of cleaning rooms
Wed 19 Oct - Room cleaning, making beds, bathroom cleaning

Additional courses
Tues 18 Oct - Food Handlers / Hygiene
Wed 19 Oct - Food Safety Supervisor
Wed 26 Oct - Responsible Service of Alcohol
Training Venue: Hotel Phillip Island

Thurs 20 Oct - Housekeeping refresher & upskill course
Training Venue: North Pier Hotel

FREE HOSPITALITY TRAINING
Destination Phillip Island is pleased to offer the following fully subsidised
William Angliss hospitality courses to anyone wishing to attend.

These courses are fully subsidised as this initiative
received grant funding from the Australian Government

under the Recovery for Regional Tourism program
administered by Austrade.

Course info & registration available here:
https://shortcourses.angliss.edu.au/clients/phillip-island

For further info contact info@visitphillipisland.com.au

JD01449AA

RHYLL 
HALL & PARK 

AGM
Monday 17/10/22

7pm at the Rhyll Hall
All Welcome
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FUNERALS PUBLIC NOTICES SITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

EMAIL YOUR CLASSIFIEDS TO
ads@pisra.com.au
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“Let Him  
have all your 

worries  
and cares.” 

1Pet 5:7
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No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, 

YESCLASSIFIEDS
Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 
Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 
Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

YES
Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 
YES

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 
Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

YES
Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 
Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 
Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

Seek, buy and sell

The Phillip Island RSL is searching for genuine people to fill the below 
positions as soon as we can. We are seeking enthusiastic and motivated 

individuals who are looking for stable employment.  If you are interested in 
making hospitality a career or just after some casual hours we encourage 
you to apply for one of our available positions.  Training will be provided, 

you will require a Responsible Service of Alcohol certificate for some 
positions, Gaming and TAB accreditations an advantage but can be obtained 

during employment for the successful person. 

Positions available:
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All positions are required to work across 7 days including Public Holidays.
If you are interested in working in hospitality and fit one of the above positions  

or require a position description email info@pirsl.com.au,  
please lodge a cover letter with your resume stating the position  

you are applying for or drop into the RSL. 

Chef 
– Salary based position

Bistro Supervisor/Team 
Leader 

– Salary based position
Experience required 

1 x Full Time 
1 x Part Time 

Dishwashers
Permanent or casual hours

Gaming/Bar Staff 
Full Time, Part Time and  

Casual hours  
– RSA minimum requirement

Bar/TAB Staff 
Full Time, Part Time and  

Casual hours  
– RSA minimum requirement

Bistro Staff 
Part Time and casual hours
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RE-ADVERTISED POSITIONS: 

FULL TIME EARLY  
CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR 

ROOM LEADER AND  
ASSISTANT APPOINTMENTS
PIELC is a Sessional Kindergarten and Long 

Day Care Centre, with a rating of Exceeding the 
National Quality Standard.  

We invite dedicated and caring to apply for a 
Full-Time position in our well-supported team.  

Employee incentives offered.

Required qualifications are Cert III, Diploma, or 
actively working towards a Cert/Diploma. Shifts 

are on a rotating fortnightly roster of varied hours 
between 7.30am and 5.30pm.

Copies of the Position Descriptions can be 
obtained from, and applications should be 

submitted in writing to, Karen Treppo  
(karent@pielc.com.au).  

Closing date: 30 September. ph. 03 5952 1747
PIELC is committed to Child Safety
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Mary MacKillop 
Catholic Regional College

DIRECTOR, CATHOLIC  
IDENTITY AND MISSION  
(COMMENCING TERM 1, 2023)

All Staff must demonstrate an active 
commitment to the ethos of a Catholic school. 
Mary MacKillop College is a Child-Safe school.

Further information can be found on our 
website or contact the Principal’s  

Personal Assistant, Carly Kitchingman  
ckitchingman@mmcrc.catholic.edu.au. 

Applications close 9am Tuesday 4th October 2022

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Newhaven College is an independent    

co-educational school on Phillip 
Island offering quality education for 

students from Prep to Year 12. 
 

We are seeking to appoint enthusiastic 
teachers in the following areas for the 

commencement of the 2023 school year:  
 

Mathematics/Science 
(Years 7-12)  

 

English/Humanities 
(Years 7-12)  

 

Primary Classroom 
 
 

Part-time or full-time, permanent and 
contract positions available. In addition, 
middle leadership roles in teaching and 
learning are also available for suitably 

credentialled candidates. 

For further details visit our website 
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/         

about/work-at-newhaven 
 

Applications close 5.00pm, Monday 3 
October 2022 and should be submitted to 

katrina.lawrence@newhavencol.vic.edu.au 
 

Newhaven College is a child safe environment. 
Every child has a right to be safe, and at the 

College we have a zero tolerance for child safety 
risks (including child abuse and reportable 

conduct).  As such, preferred applicants will be 
subject to child protection screening, background 

and reference checks, verification of identity 
checks and must adhere to the College’s child safe 

practices, as outlined in the Child Protection 
Program policies available on the College website. 
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SITUATIONS VACANT
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Hotel decision a travesty
The decision to allow the hotel ap-

plication in Thompson Avenue to 
proceed as four storeys plus roof ter-
race (and with a parking waiver for 
29 places), is an absolute travesty.

Council has completely disre-
garded the outcome of one of the 
most exhaustive public engage-
ments ever conducted in BCSC, 
which resulted in Amendment 
C151 affecting the Cowes Activ-
ity Centre in 2018 and 2019. What 
faith can we have in the Bass 
Coast planning scheme when the 
first time it is challenged on three 
storeys along the main shopping 
strip, Council rolls over? What is 
the point of wasting all that time, 
effort and money on engagement? 
Or was it just a ‘tick-box’ activity?

The precedent being set paves 
the way for taller buildings to be 
the norm along the main street. It 
may be the death knell of Cowes 
as a low-key seaside town. This 
is not what our community wants 
and Island Voice will still fight vig-
orously in VCAT to overturn this 
decision.

Island Voice has commented 
previously that the way the Plan-
ning Scheme is written, using 
words such as ‘encourage’, ‘prefer’ 
etc rather than ‘must’ or ‘require’ 
when applied to height and den-
sity, means that it is very difficult 
to enforce the ‘regulations’ (which 
should more appropriately be 
termed recommendations). Clear 
prescriptive language would make 
decisions very straight forward.

This decision shows what hap-
pens when people from other 
parts of the Shire make critical 
decisions about an area that they 
do not know. Island Voice thanks 
those Councillors who supported 
the community in this matter, but 
it is becoming increasingly clear 
that in order to exert greater con-
trol over its own destiny Phillip Is-
land must become a Special Tour-
ist, Environmental and Economic 
Precinct.

Linda Marston, Island Voice

A Claytons post poll
The results of the “Claytons” 

mail poll conducted by Australia 
Post for Wimbledon Heights came 
as no surprise, but engendered ab-
solute disgust.

Speaking to the delivery manag-
er in Leongatha during their poll, I 
questioned how Australia Post can 
hand deliver 370 envelopes to 316 
homes in our estate?? He asked me 
where I obtained my information 
– which was from the Bass Coast 
Council Rate office – who advised 
of the 316 homes ; 170 are perma-
nently occupied and 146 are holi-
day homes.

I believe Australia Post is fudg-
ing the figures to obtain a result 
in their favour and it would have 
been better to letter-drop all PO 
box holders to obtain an accurate 
outcome. Also, why would Austra-
lia Post poll holiday homes in the 
middle of winter? These people 
would have any mail forwarded to 
their principal home address and 

probably not care less about mail 
deliveries anyway.

A fellow resident, Ray Webb, 
has been trying to arrange mail 
delivery for several years. He is 
now conducting his own poll of 
permanent residents which will 
give a truer indication of residents’ 
wishes. The results will then be 
presented to local Federal Member 
Russell Broadbent for action.

Australia Post mentioned in a 
letter regarding the poll, they want 
to be fair to all eligible residents. 
I’d like to know what is an eligible 
resident versus an ineligible one?

No doubt the clowns in Australia 
Post who organised this poll are 
probably putting out their hand for 
a new Cartier watch?

Peter Hammond, Cowes

Citizens Band returns
The Covid pandemic has ad-

versely affected so many people, 
families and organisations. One 
of them is the much loved, Wont-
haggi Citizens Band. Each year, 
the Band has traditionally held a 
Gala Concert which besides pro-
viding a wonderful night of music 
and entertainment, is their major 
fundraiser for the year. Because of 
the Pandemic, there have been no 
concerts for nearly three years but 
I am delighted that on the evening 
of Saturday October 15, at the Art 
Centre in Wonthaggi, the wonder-
ful night of music and entertain-
ment will again be held.

There is nothing to match the 
sound of a Brass Band and par-

ticularly our National Award Win-
ning, Wonthaggi Brass Band. If 
you haven’t attended in the past 
and love music, I can assure you 
this a night not to be missed. Tick-
ets cost $30 which in my opinion 
is unbeatable value for a wonder-
ful night of music and entertain-
ment which has always eagerly 
been looked forward to each year 
by music lovers throughout South 
Gippsland.

Founded 112 years ago, the Won-
thaggi Citizens Band is one of the 
oldest in the Nation. The band takes 
in newcomers each year, mainly 
young, teaches them music and 
trains them to become acclaimed 
and award-winning band people. 
The tuition and instruments are 
supplied by the band who through-
out their existence have relied on 
public support for financial help. 
The band’s finances have been se-
verely impacted with the pandemic 
cutting off their main income over 
nearly three years. I strongly en-
courage all interested in great 
music and entertainment to sup-
port the band this year and enjoy a 
wonderful night of entertainment. 
I am certain that all attending will 
remember the night as a highlight 
of their year and like so many, will 
look forward to returning each year.

Tickets can be purchased at the 
Wonthaggi Arts Centre or on-line 
at Try Bookings.com. Whether you 
live at Phillip Island, San Remo or 
the Waterline Community, it will 
be worth the drive.

Hon Alan Brown, Wattle Bank

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Welcome 
Leonard
Leonard Ad-
ams Wright 
was born at 
Wonthaggi 
Hospital on 
September 7, 
2022, weigh-
ing 3.62kg. 
He is the first 
child for Zoe 
Adams and 
Carl Wright of 
Sunset Strip.

SPECIAL

DELIVERY
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STARTS TUESDAY 4TH OCTOBER 
AT 4.30PM EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT 
AT THE COWES FOOTBALL OVAL
For more information, 
ring Charith on 0469 034 868

GIRLS 
CRICKET
ACADEMY
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SPORT

Social bowls
A splendiferous day here on the island last 

Thursday with lots of sunshine and beautiful 
breezes for 12 of our members to take to the 
green for a social game of bowls.

A very close margin between the winners 
and runners up, just one shot, well done every-
one.

Winners were Bruce Puncher, Barb Thomp-
son and Graeme White with a +34.

The runners up with a +33 were Marlene 
Puncher, Alan Price and Lindsay Meredith.
Saturday pennant practice

A fabulous turnout for pennant practice on 

Saturday with both greens full, the weather 
wasn’t exactly pleasant, and the wind had a 
bite.

There were lots of very close games with the 
winning margin being only a couple of shots 
but the winners today with a +9 were Daryl Ma-
jor, Polly Major, Dave Hanlon and Paul Brown.
Six aside competition

Runners up were grinners at the Tarwin 
Lower Medley.

The girls lost to Wonthaggi by eight points 
but were stoked with such a beautiful sunny 
day and lovely opposition.

Photos at pisra.com.au

What a beautiful spring day it was at San 
Remo where 28 of our friendly bowlers 
turned up to fight it out once again for the 
best team.

The sky was blue with no clouds and some 
beautiful sunshine kept us lovely and warm.

We did not see any wrong bias bowls today 
so the RCH tin may have to wait awhile to get 
some extra cash.

As usual there was quite a bit of laughter 
around the green with the usual amount of 
friendly sledging also being overheard.

It was good to have Rob back from his 
world trip, he doesn’t seem to have lost any 
of his skills on the green while he was away.

Once again, there are winners and there 
are the others, and the winners on 36 points 
were: Mark Andreatta (S), Robyn Dall (3), 
and Peter Thorley (L).

Runners up on 35 points were: Michael 
Dady (S), Terry Floyd (3), Bill Williams (2), 
and Chris Brooks (L).

Best one game winners on 30 points were: 
Craig Brown (S), Laurie Bell (3), and Tony 
Morris (L).

Really good to see a few more bowlers now 
that the weather is improving, we will try to 
keep the spring weather to entice a few more 
players.

Next week we will be at Koo Wee Rup. Can 
everyone be there by 10am for a 10.30am start.

Many thanks to Peter behind the bar and 
everyone who helped in the kitchen.

Once again, a big thank you to Peter, Pau-
line, as well as John who make the day what 
it is.

We look forward to seeing all next week.
Photos at pisra.com.au

Tuesday, September 20, men’s stableford
Heath Grace (25) won the day with a great 

score of 42 points from Nick Ciesielski (15) 
with 38 points.

BDL to 31 points countback.
NTP: 5th Danny Hibbert, 7th Bryan Pirout, 

10th David K Taylor, and 17th Heath Grace.
Nine-hole winner was Basil Moloney (15) 

with 19 points on countback from Ian Bray 
(30).
Wednesday, September 21 stableford

The winner was Tracey Cooksey (40) with 
a fantastic score of 43 points, runner up was 
Lorraine Hammon (22) with 35 points, third 
was Robyn Docker (36) with 33 points.

BDL to 30 points countback.
Nine-hole competition winner was Gillian 

Scrase (45) with 20 points from Shannon 
Trumper (26) with 19 points.

Thursday, September 22, open stableford
Anthony Shannon (13) was the winner with 

38 points on countback from Fred Panozzo (14).
BDL to 31 points on countback.
NTP: 5th Mike Fitzmaurice, 7th Fred Panoz-

zo, 10th Warick Banfield, and 17th Anthony 
Hornsby.

Nine-hole stableford winner was Ron Hateley 
(35) with 23 points on from Claire Thoma (46) 
with 20 points.

BDL to 17 points countback.
Saturday, September 24, 18-hole four ball

Men’s results: winners were Anthony Horn-
sby and Joe Thompson with 49 points.

Second was Leigh Hayhurst and Bill Haslett 
with 46 points.

NTP: 5th John Shaw, 7th Ron Wadey, 10th 
Ryanne Avery, and 17th Terry McGregor.

BDL to 41 points countback.
Ladies 18-hole four ball winners were Jill 

Tyrell and Vicki Ramage with 39 points, run-
ners up were Robyn Docker and Kym Cooper 
with 38 points.

NTP: 5th Karen Green, 7th Kym Cooper, 10th 
Karen Green, and 17th Karen Green.

BDL to 36 on countback.
Nine-hole winner was Jim Richardson (12) 

with 19 points, runner up was John Rodakis 
(34) with 18 points.

BDL to 14 on countback.
Sunday, September 18, 18-hole stableford

The winner was Sean Middleton (12) with 37 
points.

On Friday, September 23, the U14s and 
U15s Southern Gippsland All Stars teams met 
Western Gippsland at Morwell in their Grand 
Finals.

Both teams played with integrity and fought 
to the end, only to miss out by the smallest of 

margins.
U14s: Western Gippsland 5.12.42 to South-

ern Gippsland 6.3.39.
U15s: Western 8.9.57 to Southern 7.10.52.
Congratulations to all our Southern 

Gippsland rep teams on fantastic seasons.

Phillip Island Golf club results

Phillip Island Bowls results

HAVE
A BLAST
Get into Woolworths Cricket Blast 
It’s a fun and active program for kids of all abilities, whether 
it’s your first time with a bat or you’re a backyard Cricket star!

Join your nearest club

Play Cricket
PROUDLY 

PRESENTED BY
PROUDLY 

PRESENTED BY

Phillip Island and District Cricket Club 'The Sharks'
4-5pm at the Cowes Oval
Thursdays 6th Oct- 15th Dec '22
Reg: www.play.cricket.com.au     Mick 0439 309 269
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FOOTBALL HEAD COACH 2023
Position description available
Contact Ella: 0438 722 639
e.angarane@live.com
Applications close Sunday 9 October
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REGISTER NOW FOR
TWILIGHT SUMMER

COMPETITION 2022/23
(Last day to register October 13)

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LADIES COMP

Contact: Cathy Felstead / Renee Coulter 
0413 331 048 / 0490 794 283 

Grading Wednesday, October 5 and 12 from 5.30pm
Comp begins October 19 at 5.30pm

THURSDAY NIGHT MENS COMP

Contact: Peter (Shirt) Williams 0413 689 786
Grading Thursday, October 6 and 13 from 5.30pm

Comp begins October 20 at 5.30pm
For general inquiries contact:

Derek Peters on 0407 330 590
www.westerporttennisclub.com.au
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Midweek Bowls results

Southern Gippsland All Stars finals

U14s, Nathan Patch (left) and Thomas 
Macmillan chase the ball.

The U15s Southern Gippsland Grand Final 
team made up of Phillip Island Bulldogs players 
(left to right): Jasper Cashman, Finn O’Brien, 
Yianni Caffieri, Jack Kennedy and Cooper 
Walton. Front row: Bailey Hennessy, Charlie 
O’Garey, Oliver Duggan and William Peppard.

The U14s Southern Gippsland Grand Final team made up of Phillip Island Bulldogs players 
(left to right): Jeremy Kelly, Harrison Carlon, Thomas Macmillan, Nathan Patch, Parker 
Trappett, Connor Macmillan and Ayden Fawaz (absent: Xavier Williams).
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Recipients of awards for D grade were Karina Reynard for
Best and Fairest, Julia Algie Best and Fairest runner up. Not 
pictured: Tailyn Paine who received the Coaches Award.

U17s Lexi Walton was presented with the Coaches Award 
along with Best in Finals, with Lily Mewitt Best and Fairest 
runner up and Ella Duggan Best and Fairest winner.

Best in Finals junior award winners: Piper O’Brien (U13s), 
Ciara Santorini (U11s) and Maya Huther (U15s).

U15s netballers Maya Huther Best and Fairest runner up 
along with Best in Finals, Isabella Santorini who received 
the Coaches Award, and Meika White the Best and Fairest 
winner.

Casey U15s award recipients were Evie Kyle Best and Fair-
est winner, Taylah Fitzpatrick and Kate Briggs Best and 
Fairest runners up, along with Jasmine Crooks who was 
presented with the Coaches Award.

U13s netballers pictured from left to right: Aisha Hibbert 
awarded Best and Fairest winner, Olivia Holmes Best and Fair-
est runner up, Ellie Hennessy who received the Coaches Award, 
along with Best in Finals Piper O’Brien who is not pictured.

Casey U13s netball team award recipients were Mia Caille, 
Isabella Stead and Kienna Paine who were awarded Best and 
Fairest winners. Not pictured: Rose Iverach Best and Fairest 
runner up, and Coaches Award recipient, Verity Rachelle.

The U11s netball award winners from left to right: Ciara 
Santorini who was awarded Best and Fairest winner along 
with Best in Finals, Tiffany Clarke Best and Fairest runner 
up, and Abigail Swann who received the Coaches Award.

The U14s still basking in their glory, being presented with 
their trophies after the U14 Blues won their premiership 
season.

Both U12 Red and Blue enjoying the celebrations of another successful season being present-
ed with their trophies and team photos after the Blues were runners up in the Grand Final.

The U10s Red and Blue juniors were presented with trophies and their team photos as they 
celebrate the end of the 2022 season.

SPORT PIFNC PRESENTATION NIGHT 
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Recipients of the Reserves awards were Tar-
quin McMillan (Best and Fairest), Liam Day-
son (runner up Best and Fairest), Arie Cook 
(Most Consistent), Jack Opitz (Most Deter-
mined), Cooper Logan (Most Improved) and 
Sam McRae (Coaches Award).

SPORT

PIFNC HONOUR BOARD
PIFNC are asking for assistance as the Club are in the throes 
of having a new Honour Board engraved with Executive i.e  
President, Secretary, Treasurer plus League Best & Fairest 

recipients for the Netball Club from 2000 onwards.

Some of the club’s records cannot be located and if you 
volunteered your services for any of the above positions, or you 

were awarded a Netball League Best & Fairest from the year  
2000 onwards, Peter Chaston, 0409 017 800, would love to  

hear from you so spaces on the Board can be filled in.
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14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

PHILLIP 
 ISLAND
  MARINETIDE 

GUIDE

09/06/2022, 16:02 Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology

www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/print.php?aac=VIC_TP013&type=tide&date=28-9-2022&region=VIC&tz=Australia/Melbourne&tz_js=AEDT&days=7 1/1

Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/

© Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 2022, Bureau of Meteorology (ABN 92 637 533 532)

WED 28 SEP

HIGH 2:15 am
2.75 m

LOW 7:59 am
0.89 m

HIGH 2:30 pm
2.73 m

LOW 8:18 pm
0.67 m

THU 29 SEP

HIGH 3:02 am
2.90 m

LOW 8:43 am
0.86 m

HIGH 3:06 pm
2.77 m

LOW 8:58 pm
0.51 m

FRI 30 SEP

HIGH 3:48 am
3.01 m

LOW 9:26 am
0.85 m

HIGH 3:42 pm
2.78 m

LOW 9:38 pm
0.39 m

SAT 1 OCT

HIGH 4:31 am
3.06 m

LOW 10:08 am
0.86 m

HIGH 4:17 pm
2.78 m

LOW 10:18 pm
0.32 m

SUN 2 OCT

HIGH 6:15 am
3.06 m

LOW 11:50 am
0.91 m

HIGH 5:53 pm
2.75 m

LOW 11:59 pm
0.31 m

MON 3 OCT

HIGH 7:00 am
2.99 m

LOW 12:32 pm
0.98 m

HIGH 6:30 pm
2.70 m

TUE 4 OCT

LOW 12:40 am
0.35 m

HIGH 7:45 am
2.89 m

LOW 1:15 pm
1.07 m

HIGH 7:12 pm
2.63 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – September / October 2022
Please note: Daylight savings starts on Sunday, 2 October, when clocks will go forward one hour. The predictions are in daylight saving time when it is observed.

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN RED

Club president Chris Ross alongside Jess 
Gislingham who was gifted a pewter mug 
from the club to celebrate his 21st birthday.

Carly O’Brien was named and awarded Best 
Club Person 2022.

Maya Huther was presented with the Mar-
garet McFee Junior Club Person award.

The Senior’s football award recipients from 
left to right alongside their coach, Beau 
Vernon, were: Cameron Pederson (Best and 
Fairest), Zak Vernon (runner up Best and 
Fairest), Jack Taylor (Phillip Island Footy 
Man), Billy Taylor (Most Courageous), Kai 
Mackenzie (Most Improved) and Harry 
O’Brien (Best Team Man).

PIFNC’s president, Chris Ross along with 
Carol Gislingham.

Recipients of the Veterans awards were Ben Hallas (Best 
and Fairest), Robbie Linford (runner up Best and Fairest), 
Andrew Tolley (Most Consistent), Dale Larkin (Leading 
Goal Kicker), Nathan Hollings (Most Improved) and Jeremy 
Van Strijp (Coaches Award).

Recipients of the U18s football awards were Jack Papas 
(Best and Fairest), Dylan Susic (runner up Best and Fairest), 
Tom Niven (Most Consistent), Brady Ross (Best First Year), 
Henry Peppard (Coaches Award), Matthew Sandy (Most De-
termined) and Finn Cashman (Keith Delooze Scholarship).

Recipients of the U16 football awards from left to right were: 
Eden Goldsbury (Most Improved), Zac Walker (Most Con-
sistent), Yianni Caffi eri (Best and Fairest), Charlie O’Garey 
(Keith Delooze Scholarship), Max Arceo (Coaches Award), 
Benji Chihotski (Most Determined) along with Darcy Thomp-
son (runner up Best and Fairest) who is not pictured.

A grade award recipients: Amelie Wragg Coaches Award 
and Best in Finals, with Tessa Johnson (Best in Finals, B 
grade) and Lexi Walton (Best in Finals, U17s). Anthe Ben-
nett was awarded Best and Fairest runner up, while Chris-
tie Edwards won the Best and Fairest.

Award recipients of the B grade team were: Kylie Hammond 
Best and Fairest, Maddison Taylor Best and Fairest runner 
up, Lily Huther Coaches Award and Tessa Johnson Best in 
Finals.

C grade award winners: Abby McCaughan Best and Fairest 
runner up, Steph Krainer Best and Fairest, and Coaches 
Award recipient, Chloe Moxey.

PIFNC PRESENTATION NIGHT 
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

HOLIDAY  
RENTALS  

REQUIRED

JD
01

00
0A

M

10 DUNVEGAN CRESCENT,  
SURF BEACH

• Historic homestead with amazing water and 
rural views

• Set on an impressive 1956m2 (approx.) allotment 
with established gardens

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/3 cars
$2,000,000 to $2,100,000

• Located on the hill with amazing views
• Open Plan Kitchen & Dining area that flows 

onto the balcony
• 4 bedrooms/2 bathroom/2 cars
$980,000 TO $1,020,000

28 FISHER STREET, VENTNOR

 WE HAVE 
CASH  

BUYERS 
READY TO  

PURCHASE 
NOW!

CALL US 
TODAY FOR A 
FREE MARKET 

APPRAISAL.

3 PARKRIDGE CLOSE, COWES

• Located in Shearwater Estate, 5-minute walk  
to Cowes Golf Club

• Undercover Alfresco area.
• 3 Bedroom/2 Bathroom/2 Car
$780,000 TO $809,000

P H I L L I P  I S L A N D  &  S A N  R E M O

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local
newsagency
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Casey Stoner and Chris Vermeu-
len are back on track – returning to 
Phillip Island in the lead up to the 
2022 Australian Motorcycle Grand 
Prix.

It’s been ten years since Casey 
Stoner last raced at the Phillip Is-
land Grand Prix Circuit, now he 
has returned to the track which 
made him a legend, and for the 
first time has revealed how he 
tackled the fast-flowing circuit.

A two-time world champion, 
Stoner’s first win on home soil 
in 2007 kick-started a run of six 
consecutive wins at Phillip is-
land, with 2012 marking the final 
time he’d stand atop the Austra-
lian podium.

A decade on, Stoner took part 
in a special tour from Melbourne 
to Phillip Island, with friend and 
fellow retired MotoGP™ race-
winner, Chris Vermeulen.

Riding Triumph Tiger Rally 
Pros, the pair started the jour-

ney from Carlton’s iconic Lygon 
Street, making the 140-kilometre 
trip down to the Island.

Casey and Chris shared a com-
bined 13 Australian Motorcycle 
Grand Prix starts in the premier 
class at Phillip Island. After a 
lengthy hiatus, the former Mo-
toGP™ riders returned to their 
home circuit, with Stoner reveal-
ing his personal Phillip Island 
race strategy.

A special 10th anniversary 
commemorative lap will take 
place on Sunday October 16 at 
the Animoca Brands Australian 
Grand Prix 2022 to celebrate 
Stoner’s milestone.

Exclusive Casey Stoner mer-
chandise will also be available 
at outlets across the event and 
online, visit: motogpstore.com.au

For more information about the 
Animoca Brands Australian Mo-
torcycle Grand Prix visit www.
motogp.com.au.

On Sunday, September 18, the 
Gippsland Soccer League Grand 
Final was held at Newhaven Rec-
reation Reserve.

The Phillip Island Soccer Club 
hosted a great day with eight 
matches played throughout the 
day in mostly dry weather.

The first match was U14, with 
Drouin Dragons White and Dr-
ouin Dragons Maroon competing 
for the win, Drouin White won the 
match 2-1.

The U12B match between Phillip 
Island and Drouin Dragons Yellow 
was nail biting for all the players 
and spectators.

The game went into extra time 
and was drawn four all after extra 

time.
Penalties decided the winning 

team with Drouin Dragons Yellow 
scoring an extra penalty goal over 
Phillip Island.

In the U17 mixed match the Le-
ongatha Knights dominated over 
Drouin Dragons with a 7-0 final 
score.

Korumburra City went in as fa-
vourites against Drouin Dragons 
for the U12A match as they were 
undefeated all season.

They struggled during the first 
half with Drouin in the lead 3-0, 
but Korumburra fought back 
in the second half and won the 
match 5-3.

The Senior Women’s and Mens 

Reserves were hit by the most 
rain of the day during their 
matches.

Both games were action packed 
but the scores were one sided.

The Drouin Dragons beat Tra-
falgar Victory 3-0 in the Men’s 
Reserves.

Leongatha Knights beat Phillip 
Island 3-0 in the Senior Women’s.

In the U17 Girls match Leon-
gatha Knights were up 1-0 after 
the first half, but Wonthaggi Unit-
ed scored two goals in the second 
half which won them the game.

Trafalgar Victory went into fi-
nals as fourth on the Senior Mens 
ladder and beat first placed Leon-
gatha during the Semi Finals.

They battled with Phillip Island 
on Sunday with scores one all at 
half time.

Each time Phillip Island scored 
a goal in the second half Trafal-
gar would match it.

Phillip Island managed to stay 
ahead at the final whistle and 
won the match 5-4.

Both the Senior Women’s and 
Senior Men’s matches were live 
streamed by MDR Digital Imag-
es and can be watched at youtu.
be/47OhhdTJDec.

The Gippsland Soccer League 
would like to thank all their clubs, 
players and volunteers for a great 
2022 season.

Photos at pisra.com.au

Casey and Chris 
return to the island

Gippsland Soccer League Grand Final

Chris Vermeulen and Casey Stoner are back on the track at Phillip Island, to celebrate the 10th anniversary of Stoner’s 2012 win.

Casey Stoner and Chris Vermeulen at the Phillip Island GP Circuit. 
A special 10th anniversary commemorative lap will take place on 
Sunday October 16 at the Animoca Brands Australian Grand Prix 
2022 to celebrate Stoner’s milestone.
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