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As football returns, six players from the Phillip Island Football Netball Club have been selected in the Gippsland Power squads for the upcoming season. Yianni Caffieri, Finn O'Brien and Zac Walker all made
the final cut for the under 18s squad, with Ruby Kent-Ford and Gemma Fischer (U16 girls) and Charlie Fischer (U16 boys) also representing the island in the highly-competitive Gippsland Power. For the full
story, turn to Sport. Also check our Football Season feature, including the 2025 fixture calendar, pages 9 - 11.

Questions raised on kindergarten funding

EDUCATION

Newhaven College and San
Remo Preschool have been left
reeling after failing to receive
a State Government grant to
build their shovel-ready early
learning centre developments,
planned to open next year.

Both local early learning pro-
viders missed out on the latest
round of “Building Blocks” kin-
dergarten government funding
in favour of a Melbourne based
company, new to the island, de-
spite previously receiving gov-
ernment design and planning

grants to become shovel-ready.

The State Government deci-
sion has raised concerns and
questions in the community.

As previously reported, a
new long day care centre and
kindergarten — currently under
construction by 5 Outcomes at
39 Dunsmore Road, opposite the
Phillip Island Bowling Club -
last month received $2.2 million
in Building Blocks funding.

The grant will deliver a
66-place early learning facil-
ity, which will offer long day
care and kindergarten with a
planned opening next year.
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However, Cowes resident
Peter Paul, a former Cowes
Primary principal, Bass Coast
councillor, and the catalyst for
the building of the Cowes Early
Learning Centre back in 2012,
has raised concerns.

Mr Paul was the first appoint-
ed Department of Education
Preschool advisor in Victoria;
and before his retirement a long-
term advocate for the transfer of
preschools (kindergartens) from
the Department of Health to the
Department of Education.

He said because both Newhav-
en College and San Remo Pre-

school, both with plans in place,
were “located close to or in an ed-
ucation setting”, they should have
been seriously considered for the
funding, and is critical of the de-
cision taken by the government.

“When John Brumby was
appointed Premier, one of his
first tasks was to undertake
the transfer of preschools from
Health to Education. He did so
because he saw the obvious ben-
efits to children, families and
educators being able to have a
seamless transition from pre-
schools to Prep.”

The Building Blocks grant

criteria states their funding will
establish early childhood infra-
structure at or near school sites.

Continued page 8
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Mila Shepherd with her teacher Meg Oudshoorn and some of the beautiful

keychains she's made, to raise money for the Good Friday Appeal.

Key to Good Friday Appeal

FUNDRAISING

It’'s a Good Friday Appeal
fundraiser with a differ-
ence. Grade 2 student Mila
Shepherd has already
raised over $500 for the
Royal Children’s Hospital,
creating and selling hand-
made keychains.

A student at Newhaven
College, each keychain is
individually crafted by Mila,
and she has been selling
them to classmates, teach-
ers, friends and family.

Now the rest of the com-
munity has the chance
to purchase one of these
keychains and support a
terrific cause.

The keychains can be
purchased from Seaside

RUSSELL

BROADBENT MP

Each keychain is individually crafted
by Mila, and sells for $10, raising
money for the Good Friday Appeal.

Provider in Newhaven
(8/10 Forrest Avenue) and
the Phillip Island and San
Remo Advertiser office in
Cowes (2/60 Chapel Street).

They are $10 each and
all money raised goes to the
Good Friday Appeal.

ised by Russell MP,
46c Albert St Warragul VIC 3820

Federal Member for Monash,

BATH MP

THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR

[l 2/181 Frankiin St, Traralgon VIC 3844
. melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au

Part-time Cape Woolamai resident Robert Durkacz is seeking 100 signa-
tures to stand as an independent in the election.

Would-be independent
seeks community tick

ELECTION

Part-time Cape Woolamai
resident Robert Durkacz is
seeking 100 signatures re-
quired to stand as an inde-
pendent candidate for the
Monash electorate at the up-
coming federal election.

Mr Durkacz says he would
be a single-issue candidate
for the western alliance and
believes the standard of de-
bate in the federal election
needs to be raised.

“I'm very concerned about
where America is going,”
said Robert.

“Our security depends on

Melina

Il 5174 7066
(f)MelinaBathMLC

America, our prosperity de-
pends on America, and the
western alliance is the best
thing we’ve got.

“Now that America can’t
be relied on, we need our pol-
iticians to be very frank and
honest with the American
people and get them to think
about what they’re doing.

“Our political lead-
ers should reach out to the
American people, that they
should have more respect
for themselves, their country
and their institutions.

“This is not a council
election. It is not about dog
parks.”
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Lock your cars

Police are again reminding people to lock
their vehicles and not leave valuable items
visible, or in the car.

This includes in home driveways and
at local beaches. Surfers have been re-
minded not to leave keys hidden around
vehicles.

“Offenders are aware of this and target
surfers for this reason. Please use a com-
bination key safe; these can be purchased
from surf shops or online,” police said. On
the weekend a report was posted by a res-
ident of Settlement Road in Cowes, saying
at 2.57am, a person dressed in a hooded
coat, with mask and gloves tried to access
their car in the driveway.

“Our camera warnings were triggered
and scared him off. Please ensure your
belongings are locked up,” they wrote.

Car impounded

On March 22 around 7.10pm, San Remo
Police were patrolling Agar Road in Co-
rinella when they observed a purple-co-
loured Holden Commodore utility alleg-
edly doing burnouts at the intersection of
Corinella Road.

Police followed the vehicle to an ad-
dress nearby where the driver was
found to be a 45-year-old male from Pio-
neer Bay.

They allege the driver was meant to
have an alcohol interlock fitted to any ve-
hicle that he was driving, but the utility
didn’t have one fitted. The man returned
a breath test result of 0.098, which was far
more than the 0.00 reading (‘Zero’ condi-
tion) applicable to his driver licence. The
utility was impounded for 30 days, at a
cost of $1375.

The driver will appear in the Korum-
burra Magistrates’ Court in coming
months, and his driver licence was sus-
pended immediately.

BUSINESS FOR SALE
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We have a date: May 3

ELECTION

The date for the Federal
Election has been set for
Saturday May 3, and the
campaign for Monash
now begins in earnest.

Many of the candidates
have already been on
the unofficial campaign
trail, including indepen-
dent Deb Leonard, who
launched her campaign
in November 2024, with a
series of events across the
electorate, including Leon-
gatha and Phillip Island.

Ms Leonard said after
the announcement, her
campaign is now “hitting
top gear”.

“We've been out in the
community for months,
listening to locals and
building support.

“Now it’s time to bring
it home and show Monash
what a strong, indepen-
dent voice in Canberra
can deliver for our region.”

She said her campaign
was focused on the key is-
sues raised by voters, in-
cluding cost of living, local
roads and infrastructure,
improved health services
and clean energy transition.

Current member Rus-
sell Broadbent, elected as
a Liberal but now sitting
on the crossbench, an-
nounced his intention to
recontest the seat in Feb-
ruary this year.

Running as an indepen-
dent, Mr Broadbent said
he had “unfinished busi-
ness” and intended torun a
grassroots campaign, not
canvassing or accepting
any financial donations
“because I will not be be-
holden to any individual,
interest group or party”.

He said while the na-
tion might be watching the
seat, “I'll be focused on lo-
cal issues”.

With decades of political
experience, Mr Broadbent
said he would “bring all my
experience and knowledge
to the table in Canberra to
work in the best interests of
the people of Monash”.

Local priorities includ-
ed the development of the
recreation hub for Phillip
Island.

Liberal candidate Mary
Aldred was preselected for
the seat in 2023 and has
been quietly campaigning
since April 2024.

Ms Aldred said the pri-
orities she saw for Phillip
Island and San Remo were
healthcare, roads, connec-
tivity and telecommunica-
tions, as well as address-
ing cost-of-living and the
cost of doing business.

In recent months, she
has thrown her support
behind the call for action
to halt erosion on the Sil-
verleaves foreshore, and
for work to begin immedi-

Australia goes to the polls on May 3. With the election campaign now officially underway, the contest

for Monash begins in earnest.

ately on the proposed Phil-
lip Island recreation hub.

Her campaign has been
supported by high profile
federal members such as
James Patterson, Sussan
Ley and Jane Hume.

In February, Labor an-
nounced Kilcunda resi-
dent Tully Fletcher as their
candidate for the seat.

Mr Fletcher said the
election offered a clear
choice of “Peter Dutton-led
Liberals who haven’t deliv-
ered for Gippsland in two
decades, or a fresh local
Labor candidate raised in
Gippsland, ready to tackle
the cost of living, and fight
for our fair share”.

In February the Greens

candidate Terence Steele
also stepped into the ring.

Mr Steele said there
was a 2.7 per cent swing to
the Greens in the last elec-
tion and he believes the
Greens could hold a sig-
nificant share of the vote
again in 2025.

He said there was a “very
real threat of a Dutton gov-
ernment bringing nuclear
to Gippsland” and noted the
Greens’ preference flows
could play a significant role
on election night.

In March, Kuljeet Kuar
Robinson was announced
as the One Nation candi-
date for the electorate.

Kuljeet Kuar, a mental
health nurse from Cran-

bourne, said she was
committed to protecting
Australian jobs, industry,
agriculture and manufac-
turing, and was stepping up
to ensure regional commu-
nities like those in Monash
receive the attention and in-
vestment they deserve.

Geoff Dethlefs is the
Family First candidate for
Monash.

Nominations for candi-
dates close at 12 noon on
April 10.

Voting
It is compulsory for every
Australian citizen over the
age of 18 to vote in the up-
coming election.

If you are not yet en-

rolled to vote, or need to
update your details, you
have until 8pm on April 7
to do so.

You can do this online,
through the Australian
Electoral Commission
(AEC) website.

If you are overseas on
election day, or want to
organise a postal vote, this
can also be done through
the AEC website.

The AEC has warned
voters about unprompted
emails and text message
about postal voting appli-
cations, sent from political
parties.

Electoral Commission-
er Jeff Pope said there was
the potential to mislead
voters, who think they are
filling out official applica-
tions, when instead they
are providing their data to
political parties.

The practice is not ille-
gal but is the number one
complaint raised by voters
with the AEC.

“People should always
carefully consider what
they’re doing with their
personal information,” Mr
Pope said in a statement.

“The AEC takes privacy
seriously and operates un-
der the Privacy Act ... polit-
ical parties don’t have to.”

The AEC is the only
place voters can register
for any form of voting,.

www.aec.gov.au/enrol

The Coles supermarket in Cowes has sold for 523,750,000, the highest ever sale recorded on the
island, eclipsing the $15.03 million paid last November by Adrian Portelli for the Block properties.

Record sale price
for Coles in Cowes

BUSINESS

A local private investor
has out-bid a long list of
national and international
buyers to secure the Coles
supermarket in Cowes.
Agents JLL described
the Expression of Interest
campaign as “highly com-
petitive”, with the proper-
ty selling for $23,750,000.
A JLL spokesperson
said the price reflected “a
sharp 4.6 per cent yield,
marking one of the most
competitive  campaigns
seen in years and sig-
nals a significant turning
point in the market”.

The freestanding Coles
supermarket attracted
unprecedented interest
from investors nation-
wide.

“The aggressive nature
of the competition for this
asset was truly remark-
able,” said Tom Noonan,
JLL Retail Investments.

“We received 387 en-
quiries and 63 data room
participants, culminating
in 17 formal Expressions
of Interest totalling $340
million in bids.”

The sale of Coles Phil-

lip Island represents
the sharpest Victorian
supermarket transac-

tion since other notable
transactions in regional
Victoria, including Wool-
worths Torquay (Dec-
ember 2020) and Coles
Woodend (March 2021),
which previously set the
benchmarks for yields in
recent years.

The sale was the high-
est ever sale recorded on
the island eclipsing the
$15.03 million paid in No-
vember by Adrian Portel-
li for the Block properties.

The sale attracted sig-
nificant interest from
Chinese investors, who
made up over 30 per cent
of bids received.
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Bass Coast Shire Council’s CEQ has responded to community questions about Berninneit’s environ-
mental certification and also the display of stored artifacts. Photo: Peter Clarke.

Residents quiz

council on Berninneit

CULTURAL CENTRE

Berninneit has still not
achieved environmen-
tal certification, but Bass
Coast Shire Council has
reassured residents the
costs of the process are be-
ing met by the builder.

At the March council
meeting, residents raised
several questions on the
Cowes cultural centre, in-
cluding displays of stored
artifacts.

Resident John Trigt
asked when artifacts re-
moved from the old centre,
which were now in stor-
age, would be on perma-
nent display.

Council CEO Greg Box
responded works and ar-
tifacts removed from the
old Cowes cultural centre
would be displayed on ro-
tation, including the John
Adam historical mural and
the community tapestry.

“Council is committed

to safe storage, rotation
and display of all works
within our collection,” Mr
Box said.

“Some of these pieces
include the John Adam
historical mural that is
being installed at the Cre-
ative Arts Station in Cow-
es from March for a period
of three years.

“Another piece includes
the tapestry that was on
display for the duration
of the PICES exhibition
in January 2025 and will
be on display during the
ASPIR exhibition over the
Easter period.”

Green

Resident  Philip Davy
asked about Berninneit’s
Passivhaus certification,
saying he understood
a contract for about $2
million over and above
the cost of Berninneit
was required to gain certi-
fication.

“Who is actually pay-
ing for this work, council,
ratepayers or the contrac-
tor who failed to provide
Passivhaus,” Philip said.

Mr Box replied Mc-
Corkell Construction con-
tinued to lead the work
required to achieve Pas-
sivhaus at Berninneit.

“The costs associated
with the process have
been met by McCorkell,”
Mr Box said.

As previously reported,
since May last year the
council has reassured the
community the cultural
centre would meet the strict
certification standards,
even though it has failed
the tests multiple times.

At the November
council meeting, Mr Box
confirmed Berninneit had
indefinite time to achieve
the environmental cer-
tification, despite a con-
struction contract clause
expiring.
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Residents in the Koala Estate area of Cowes west say they will fight Bass Coast Shire Council’s plans

to return their roads to gravel.

Dust up over road
ripping in Cowes west

ROADS

Residents in Cowes’ Ko-
ala Estate will fight Bass
Coast  Shire Council’s
plans to rip up dust sup-
pressant on roads and re-
turn it to gravel.

The residents say their
roads are not scheduled for
a special charge scheme
until 2065 and they are
“amazed” council is “so
astute with budgeting and
time management”.

Last month residents
whose homes are in the
area around Scenic Drive,
Outlook Drive and Park
Lane in Cowes west re-
ceived notification from
the council detailing their
streets were going to have
the dust suppressant seal
ripped up, and streets
“rehabilitated” to a gravel
surface.

Resident Rodney Sip-
thorp said the decision to
return roadsto the pre-2005
gravel topping reflected
“backward thinking” and
the best decision would be
to resurface with the dust
suppressant material.

“Prior to the dissolving
of the Phillip Island Coun-
cil, homeowners in the
Koala Estate were issued
letters for full road con-
struction, guttering and
kerbing,” Rodney writes,
in a letter to the Advertiser.

“With the loss of our lo-
cal council to Bass Coast
the scheme was aban-
doned.”

Rodney said the area
was not scheduled for a
special charge scheme for
40 years and he was dis-
appointed in the council’s
suggestion for residents to
create a petition.

“The deed is left to the
residents with no contacts,
privacy policies to navi-
gate and no real means to
tabulate responses effec-
tively,” he said.

Dangerous

Resident Darren Murphy
said Park Lane and Max-

well Street were two feed-
er streets into the estate
that carry the majority of
traffic, “hence a greater
dust problem than other
streets”.

“When Park Lane was a
gravel surface, during wet
weather the gravel would
wash down the slight hill
and onto Red Rocks Road
or in dry weather the cars
would carry dust and
loose stones into the inter-
section,” said Darren, who
had lived in this area since
the mid-80s.

“This causes a traffic
hazard and prior to the
bitumen being laid I can
recall three car accidents,
and numerous vehicles
skidding to a stop well into
the intersection.

“We have given Kkids
who have fallen off their
bikes when hitting the
loose gravel numbers of
band aids.

“This danger has been
removed since the bitu-
men has been laid.”

Darren said he under-
stood the council’s con-
cerns about maintaining
the conditions of the roads
and potholes.

“But there has to be
some balance with cre-
ating another and in my
opinion a worse traffic
hazard.

“Also why rip up the bi-
tumen that is still in good
condition.”

Rhyll
At the March council
meeting Rhyll resident
Shane Dougherty asked if
the council could postpone
the short-term rehabilita-
tion works at Reid Street
so residents had time to
form a petition requesting
a special charge scheme.

“How can council assist
with increasing the main-
tenance interventions of
the existing Reid Street
dust suppression seal in
the interim period?” Shane
asked.

Shire CEO Greg Box

replied at any time council
officers would support res-
idents looking to improve
their streets with a road
and drainage upgrade.

“Postponing of the pro-
posed works will be con-
sidered on a case-by-case
basis depending on the
level of support and tim-
ing for any upgrade proj-
ect,” Mr Box said.

Response

A council spokesperson
said between 2005 and
2007 a trial was under-
taken where a dust sup-
pressant primer seal was
applied to roads, to see
whether it would improve
the life of the road and re-
duce maintenance costs.

The trial was stopped in
2010.

In 2013 council adopted
a management plan to re-
move the seals once they
deteriorated beyond in-
tervention levels, at the
end of their lifespan, and
the roads would revert to
being maintained as un-
sealed roads.

“Council does not con-
sider this process to be
changing the original con-
dition of these roads,” the
spokesperson said.

“The affected roads
were included in a discon-
tinued trial, and a man-
agement plan has been in
place for their long-term
maintenance.”

The spokesperson said
an alternative option was
the Urban Roads and
Drainage Improvement
(URDI) policy, allow-
ing property owners who
want to upgrade road and
drainage infrastructure in
their area.

“These upgrades are
typically funded through
a special charge scheme,
where property owners
contribute financially,
alongside council’s contri-
bution based on broader
community benefit.”

Details: engage.bass-
coast.vic.gov.au/urdi
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This 2023 draft concept plan for an upgrade of the Newhaven boat ramp,
proposed to dredge to create better access for boaters at a range of tides, with
works including an extension to the seawall and rock revetment, alongside a third
boat ramp lane, ramp extension and pontoon. The plans are yet to be funded.

Newhaven ramp inspected

BOATING

Inspections and reporting at the
Newhaven boat ramp were un-
dertaken last week by Bass Coast
Shire Council, to ensure its safety.

The ramp - not to be confused
with the closed Parks Victoria
Newhaven jetty — had a detailed
assessment on Thursday and
Friday by Wood Research and
Development.

The jetty’s deck, superstruc-
ture, substructure, and other
key components were assessed,
with the south lane of the boat
ramp temporarily closed, while
the north lane remained open.

Minor delays may occur, and
traffic control signage will be
in place.

Upgrades?

Meanwhile, updated designs on
the Newhaven boat ramp up-
grade, which were released in
2023, have been delayed.

The plans included: a third
boat ramp lane, extending the
existing ramps to access deeper
water, a new jetty with gang-
way and floating pontoon and
changed parking.

Following an online survey
and in-person sessions, Better
Boating Victoria heard from
more than 70 community mem-
bers.

Last week a Victorian Fisher-
ies Authority (VFA) spokesper-
son said detailed designs were
being progressed in conjunction
with Bass Coast Shire Council
and maritime engineers, with
“future construction subject
to funding and necessary ap-
provals”.

“The Newhaven boat ramp
project remains part of our
pipeline of future upgrades and
we thank local boaters for their
input as we oversee boat ramp
improvements right around the
state,” the spokesperson said.

Currently the ramp includes
a two-lane concrete boat ramp,
jetty, fish cleaning facilities, and
parking.

In mid-2020 engineering con-
dition inspections and structur-
al assessments were undertaken
that showed the 50-year-old
structure was “nearing the end
of its design life”, recommend-
ing an upgrade over the next five
to 10 years.
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Anglers! Don't believe
the “political spin”

FISHING

Angling clubs are being hit with
a “bull*** PR campaign” by the
Victorian Fisheries Authority
(VFA) to defend “irrational and
radical” cuts to Fisheries offices.

That’s according to Kevin
Brown, a Phillip Island resident
who was Victoria’s former Chief
Fisheries Officer.

As reported in February the
State Government announced
plans to close five Fisheries of-
fices in Western Port and Port
Phillip bays, including Cowes,
and fire 27 staff.

The four staff in the Cowes
office have been told their roles
will be terminated by April 19,
and the building on Dunsmore
Road will be sold.

The fishing industry, recre-
ational fishing groups, former
staff, conservationists, the Lib-
erals, Nationals, unions and the
Victorian National Parks Asso-
ciation have all condemned the
proposal.

There will be just nine new
positions created for Fisher-
ies “engagement officers”, with
three new offices opened, in-
cluding one in Tooradin.

On the weekend a major
protest was held in Melbourne
against the proposed cuts.

Last week former Victorian
Chief Fisheries Officer Kevin
Brown told the Advertiser VFA
CEO Travis Dowling had sent
letters to angling clubs in recent
weeks promoting the cuts.

The letter states while the
proposed changes will “see a
reduction in our overall work-
force, they will not impact on
the sustainability of our fisher-
ies nor the wonderful fishing ex-
periences you enjoy today” and
states the VFA will “continue to
have authorised Fisheries com-
pliance officers” and “a major
Fisheries crime unit to tackle se-
rious organised illegal fisheries
offending”.

“Political spin”
But Mr Brown says the letter is
about making recreational fish-
ers “feel warm and fuzzy without
knowing any detail”, adding the
letter “sugar-coated” the sector.
“It sounds lovely but it’s quite
deliberately misleading. It’s po-
litical spin,” Mr Brown said.
“Because the more you look
into the changes, the more fright-

Phillip Island resident Kevin Brown worked 40 years in Fisheries, including more
than a decade as Victoria’s Chief Fisheries Ufficer. He is highly critical of the
Victorian Government's proposed “trashing” of Fisheries.

ening they become.

“These changes will abso-
lutely devastate recreational and
commercial fishing and the envi-
ronment of Victoria.”

Mr Brown said the nine new
engagement offices will not re-
ceive the 22-week training re-
quired to police fisheries.

“It’s a disaster waiting to hap-
pen, a legal minefield.

“Where is the due diligence
the Minister and VFA board un-
dertook before accepting the rec-
ommendations from the CEO to
abandon all compliance work?

“In my view, Mr Dowling is
walking away from his legisla-
tive responsibilities.”

Mr Brown said the proposed
major Fisheries crime unit would
have four staff and be based in
Melbourne.

This compares to the long-
standing specialised unit that
had up to 16 staff who were ex-
perts in investigation, forensics
and analysis and had regional
staff, including at Cowes.

“It’s impossible that four peo-
ple will know everything that’s
happening in illegal fisheries
crime across the state,” he said.

He said several other points
in the letter were “skirting with
the truth” including Mr Dowl-
ing appearing to take credit for
initiatives that happened more
than a decade ago, such as free
boat ramps.

The letter also boasts that
95,000 free fishing rods have
been given to school students
under a Victorian Government

initiative, and 10 million fish
are stocked into Victoria’s water-
ways each year.

“The cuts to Fisheries are ir-
rational,” Mr Brown responded.

“When you're sacking people
and closing offices, where is the
priority? Their priority seems
to be handing out free rods and
having the biggest fish stocking
program in Australia.

“It’s not the job of the govern-
ment to fund fishing rods, but the
retail sector. Nothing comes for
free. Someone has to pay for it.”

He said if the changes go
ahead Victoria will be the only
state or territory in Australia
that won’t have a dedicated fish-
eries officer workforce.

He said the risks to fisheries
stock and marine parks was im-
mense, as was the potential im-
pact on boating safety, describ-
ing Fisheries officers as the “eyes
and ears on the water”.

Petition
The Victorian community con-
tinues to support the battle
against the proposed changes,
with a Change.org petition so far
signed by nearly 22,000 people.
On Facebook one angry fish-
erman described the decision
as “the single largest act of en-
vironmental vandalism in the
state of Victoria”.
Details:
www.tinyurl.com/4bp72btz
www.parliament.vic.gov.au/
get-involved/petitions/closure-
of-fisheries-stations-in-metro-
melbourne/

Fantastic

autumn
reading.

Autumn special, $80 for two books plus
a free Advertiser online subscription (valued at $70).

Available at the Advertiser office, 60 Chapel St. Cowes or www.pisra.com.au/subscriptions#subscriptions AD U E RTI S ER
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NEWS

Council quizzed on parking waivers

COUNCIL

Residents have grilled Bass
Coast Shire Council on parking
waivers.

At the March council meet-
ing, questions were posed on
the current new Isle of Wight
development and whether the
Rhyll boat ramp could be used
for overflow parking.

Resident Philip Davy said the
shire “continually” gave parking
waivers to developers “creating
a shortage of car parks”.

“Will council convert some of
the under-utilised boat parking
spaces at the Rhyll boat ramp to
carparking spaces? Philip said.

“This could be done simply
with signage and line marking
at minimum cost.”

Council CEO, Greg Box re-
sponded conversion of some of
the existing boat parking spaces
at Rhyll had been explored in the
Integrated Transport Strategy,
which will be released in May.

“The investigation highlighted
the seasonal nature of car park-
ing in Rhyll and does not cur-
rently recommend any changes
to how the Rhyll boat ramp car
park currently functions.”

Isle of Wight

Ross Bencraft asked about the
Isle of Wight’s submission of a
green travel plan, which was a
condition of the permit and al-
lowed the parking waiver of 900
car spaces.

The council has investigated converting some of the existing boat parking
spaces at the Rhyll boat ramp into parking for the public, but concluded no

changes should be made.

“As work has commenced on
the redevelopment, a plan must
have been submitted and ap-
proved,” Ross said, asking for
details of the plan.

Mr Box replied conditions
of the permit allowed for early
earthworks to occur prior to the
plan’s endorsement and in prep-
aration for development activity.

“A green travel plan will still
be required to be submitted and
approved as a condition of the
planning permit,” Mr Box said.

Ross then questioned last
year’s Planning Minister’s deci-
sion to unilaterally approve the
Isle of Wight, quoting the CEO
who said the development’s 900
parking spaces were waived by

the minister, not the council.

“Based on this, is it correct
for ratepayers to assume the
shire can be ultimately rendered
powerless by the minister, in its
control over important aspects
of planning applications and ap-
provals in our shire,” Ross asked.

Mr Box responded the Isle
of Wight redevelopment was
approved through the State
Government’s Development Fa-
cilitation Program “which was
established by the Minster for
Planning to make faster deci-
sions for priority projects”.

“While council was support-
ive of the application, the Min-
ister ultimately approved the
development.”

Rock bags to

EROSION

Construction of a stepped rock
bag wall 150 metres east along
the most vulnerable stretch of
Silverleaves will start on April
7, due for completion before the
Easter king tide.

The rock bags are an interim
protection while longer term ad-
aptation planning and options
are being prepared.

Beach access points at Cogh-
lan and Sanders roads may be
temporarily closed for heavy
machinery access, said Jeremy
Neilson, Department of Energy,
Environment and Climate Ac-
tion (DEECA) regional manager

“These works are one ac-
tion we are taking to plan for
long-term adaptation for Silver-
leaves,” he said.

Bass Coast Shire Council, as
the land manager, will lead proj-
ect delivery.

A council spokesperson said
rock bags were now being pre-

Phillyp Island

NATURE

PARKS

be installed at Silverleaves

Following a petition and a protest, Silverleaves residents have successfully lob-
bied for interim works to stop erosion, with a rock bag revetment to be installed
from April 7 ahead of more permanent future measures.

pared off site ahead of April 7
and some minor work will occur
on the beach before the bags are
installed.

“If conditions are favour-
able, work may begin earlier,”

they said.

Community consultation on
the Silverleaves Adaptation Plan
will occur in the coming months
via the Engage Victoria website
at engage.vic.gov.au/

COMMUNITY GIVING

PROGRAM

The 2025 Community Giving Program is open to local groups,
schools, and nonprofits seeking funding for small projects and

events in Bass Coast.

We support initiatives that drive social change, promote
conservation, and champion sustainability.

For further information and

to apply, please scan the QR code or

email community@penguins.org.au

The first round of Nature Parks Community Giving Program is now open to sup-
port local not-for-profit groups, sporting clubs and schools across Bass Coast.

Applications close May 31.

Supporting the
community that
supports us

NATURE PARKS

Phillip Island Nature Parks
opens its Community Giving
Program this month in a show
of support for local not-for-prof-
it groups, sporting clubs and
schools across Bass Coast.

Applications for the first
round of Community Giving are
open until May 31, while a sec-
ond round will commence on
October 1 and close on Novem-
ber 30.

Each year, the Nature Parks
commits funds and in-kind sup-
port as a way of ‘giving back’ to
the Phillip Island community.

Community Impact Manager
Kate Adams said Phillip Island
Nature Parks greatly value the
community as a key stakehold-
er and partner in its important
conservation work.

“The Nature Parks has been
a long-term supporter of local
organisations, charities, and
events across Bass Coast. Our
Community Giving Program is
about giving back and support-
ing the very people who support
us in our dedicated conservation

efforts,” Ms Adams said.

“We encourage applications
for donations, in-kind support
and sponsorship of initiatives
that align with our values and
work to preserve this special re-
gion of Victoria for generations
to come.

“In particular, we are keen
to help community efforts that
align with our ethos at the Na-
ture Parks to educate and raise
awareness about nature, conser-
vation and sustainability, as well
as respect for the history and
culture of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities.”

Other priority areas include
projects that celebrate or pro-
mote diversity and inclusion in
our community, art, history and
culture, and sport and recre-
ation, Ms Adams said.

For more information or to
apply to the program, visit www.
penguins.org.au/about/our-
community/community-giving-
program/

Or email community@pen-
guins.org.au to contact the Na-
ture Parks Community Team.
/Sponsored article /
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Geoff de Jonge is a San Remo resident and was approved for a level two home care package in December 2024, after an
almost year-long assessment and subsequent waiting process. Three months later, the package was withdrawn after he

could not find a provider.

Home care aged residents
struggle against “woeful” system

SENIORS

Senior residents have described
the process of trying to access
home support as “woeful”, “ex-
ceedingly difficult” to navigate
and “designed to frustrate to the
point of giving up”.

Multiple independent com-
munity members have contacted
the Advertiser in recent months,
dismayed at the process of ob-
taining support designed to al-
low them to stay at home.

Geoff de Jonge is a San Remo
resident and was approved for a
level two home care package in
December 2024, after an almost
year-long assessment and sub-
sequent waiting process.

The 85-year-old was then
given three months to find a
provider, and said after contact-
ing several different aged care
providers was told no care was
available.

Geoff then recontacted My
Aged Care (MAC), the Austra-
lian Government’s central sys-
tem for accessing services, and
was told there were providers
available “right now”.

Despite contacting the same
government recommended pro-
vider that day, Geoff said he re-
ceived the same answer: “no one
available”.

This process, Geoff said, went
on painstakingly for weeks, and

on February 5 this year Geoff
was notified his home care
package had been withdrawn as
he had not entered into an agree-
ment with a provider.

Similarly, Richard Poole and
his wife in Ventnor have been
struggling for months to receive
home care assistance.

After contacting Russell
Broadbent, the local federal
member, Richard said some in-
roads were made but the couple
were still struggling to get a pro-
vider.

“It is the most confusing sys-
tem you could possibly believe,”
Richard said.

“It’s almost impossible to get
a provider.”

Broken system

A spokesperson for the De-
partment of Health and Aged
Care told the Advertiser “the cur-
rent home care system isn’t work-
ing”.

The spokesperson said for this
reason the Federal Government
was reforming the aged care sys-
tem to support older people to
stay at home, and investing $4.3
million into a new, more sustain-
able Support at Home program,
which will start on July 1.

A senior representative of one
of the major regional aged care
providers also acknowledged the
system was complex and difficult

to navigate.

“I would say at the moment,
unfortunately probably what
they’ve discovered the hard
way, is they’ve fallen down the
cracks,” the representative told
the Advertiser.

Currently, to receive a home
care package Australians must
first contact My Aged Care, then
be assessed by a registered asses-
sor, and then access a provider —
with each step providing poten-
tially significant roadblocks.

“It’s hard to understand why
there are so many different ser-
vices,” Geoff said.

“There’s My Aged Care, there’s
the assessor, and then there’s
these providers. But different as-
sessors will also ring you up and
say ‘would you like a new assess-
ment?’.

“It’s a system that seems to
have exploded, and the bits have
gone everywhere — and none of
them know what anyone else is
doing.

“This is what the bureaucracy
does, they grind you down. They
don’t respond to your letter; they
don’t respond to any concern.”

Geoff said he hadn’t reapplied
for a home care package since it
was withdrawn in February, but
he “probably will have to”.

“This is the beginning of the
dreadful trauma that old age
brings to thousands of people.”

PICAL staff celebrate the installation of solar panels and a battery, which means
PICAL can offer individuals a place where they can recharge their mobile phones,
seek shelter or potentially get a cup of coffee while the power is out for a while.

Energy Resilience - Phillip
Island no longer in a PICAL

SOLAR

As part of Bass Coast Shire
Council’s “Risk and Resilience”
program, local solar company
Sunscape Solar, based in Grant-
ville, recently installed 32.56kW
of solar panels and a BYD
22.1kWh battery module at Phil-
lip Island Community and Learn-
ing (PICAL).

Through the funding, council
is equipping existing community
facilities with solar and battery
systems that aim to provide a
continuous supply of power dur-
ing extreme weather events and
power outages.

A key objective for council’s
program is to ensure that in the
event of power outages, com-
munity places like PICAL can
offer individuals a place where
they can recharge their mobile
phones, seek shelter or poten-
tially get a cup of coffee while the
power is out for a while.

This investment in climate re-
silient infrastructure will also be
supported by local community
engagement to help communi-
ties further prepare for the range
of local emergencies predicted
to occur following increased ex-
treme weather events.

The project will help with both
PICAL and the council’s climate
action goals, plus offer the added

benefit of delivering electricity
savings to help with the day to
day running costs of the centre.

David Rooks, former Bass
Coast councillor and manager
of PICAL, said the project was a
welcome one for the community.

“PICAL is proud to be one the
of the Bass Coast Shire Council’s
relief and recovery centres. We
hope that we can serve the com-
munity in times of need into the
future.

“We also appreciate the on-site
investment by Bass Coast Shire
Council and the subsequent re-
duction in our electricity bills.”

While the centre has only re-
ceived one electricity bill since
the solar power and batteries
were installed, David has indi-
cated that they have seen clear
reductions in their daytime elec-
tricity usage.

With the new data gained from
the system, they are now aiming
to reduce their power usage at
nighttime to get as close to energy
neutral at the site as possible.

If you would like to discuss
how you can save money on
your electricity bill and increase
energy resilience at your home,
feel free to visit Sunscape Solar’s
website at www.sunscapesolar.
com.au or call the office on 1300
733 332.

/Sponsored article /
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Questions raised on
kindergarten funding

From page 1

But in this instance, it
has not happened.

MP for Bass Jordan
Crugnale, defending the
funding decision, said the
Phillip Island Kindergarten
project by 5 Outcomes was
chosen as “only one project
was required to meet un-
met demand in the area”.

“This project is in a
more centralised location
for the community,” she
said.

“We fund projects that
also form part of the coun-
cil’s centralised enrolment
system of which 5 Out-
comes does.”

She added a thorough
assessment of each ap-
plication was undertak-
en and Building Blocks
grants were “accepted
year-round and evalu-
ated in batched rounds
throughout the year”, sug-
gesting there were further
opportunities to apply for
funding.

Overlooked?

In 2023 San Remo Pre-
school and Newhaven Col-
lege, which are both not
for profit (a criteria which
must be met by funding
applicants), each received
a $150,000 State Govern-
ment grant to allow them
to plan for new and ex-
panded long day care and
kindergarten facilities.

Newhaven College
principal Tony Corr said
his school had since de-
veloped detailed plans
for a new state of the art
88-place early years cen-
tre, costed at about $7
million, due to open next
year.

Mr Corr said $367,883
was spent by them on the
design and planning ap-
provals.

“The College has ob-
tained a planning permit
and is in a financial po-
sition to partly fund the
project but is not able to
proceed further without

Newhaven College was unsuccessful in its Building Blocks grant ap-
plication for funding to proceed with an 88 place early years centre
facility, planned to open next year, with funding going instead to a
Melbourne based kindergarten operator for a facility in Cowes.

some level of government
funding,” he said.

“The facility as de-
signed was costed with
government funding in-
corporated. We will cer-
tainly look at applying for
future funding, though we
are not sure what or when
that is available - if at all.”

Mr Corr said the Col-
lege — which is a com-
munity-founded, not-for-
profit school - has been
working to a 2026 open-
ing, which will now not
happen. They were yet to
take bookings but “we had
many inquiries regarding
attending the centre” and
an expressions of interest
list.

He explained the new
88-place early years cen-
tre, Littlehaven, was to
cater to three to five-year-
old students in the two
years before their prep
program, combined with
long day care and early
intervention for children
with special needs.

He said the design
included four 22-place
rooms, allowing smaller
class sizes, with large
north-facing sliding glass
doors connecting to out-
door learning areas.

He said it would be
open to all children, not
just those continuing into
prep at their school, and it
was also open to the coun-
cil’s centralised booking
system.

San Remo

Bass Coast Shire Council
was unsuccessful in their
application for State Govern-
ment Building Blocks grant
funding on behalf of the
San Remo Preschool, as the
council owns the building.

The preschool is the last
remaining  not-for-profit
independently run kinder-
garten in Gippsland, and
its committee was plan-
ning to expand infrastruc-
ture to meet the ever grow-
ing demand for three- and
four-year-old kindergar-
ten places.

“We will seek feedback
on the submission and
continue to explore other
opportunities to meet the
growing needs of our com-
munity,” a council spokes-
person said.

The San Remo Preschool
Committee of Management
released a statement to the
Advertiser saying they
were “disappointed” the
grant application to expand
was unsuccessful, and “we
remain committed to en-
suring local families have
access to high-quality early
childhood education”.

“We will continue
working closely with Bass
Coast Shire Council to ex-
plore other opportunities
to meet the growing needs
of our community,” the
statement said.

The centre is also part
of the council’s centralised
booking system.

NEWS

Work on a new kindergarten and long day care centre in Cowes for a 66 place facility, which has been
awarded $2.2 million in State Government funding, is underway.

Hinder questions continue

EDUCATION

Questions are being asked,
and concerns raised about
the proposed new Phillip
Island Kindergarten, after
it received State Govern-
ment funding.

According to the Build-
ing Blocks grant criteria,
the funding must be for a
new building and cannot
be an extension or refur-
bishment of an existing
facility.

Jordan Crugnale said
while 39 Dunsmore Road
had an existing build-
ing that was being repur-
posed, “5 Outcomes re-
ceived funding having met
the criteria as it is a new
early learning facility”.

“In other words, it
wasn’'t an existing Kkin-
dergarten centre operated
by them. There are other
funding streams for exist-
ing preschool/kinders to
expand and extend to ca-
ter for more children,” Ms
Crugnale said.

5 Outcomes director
D’Lene Johnson said the
grant was provided for a
new early learning facility
offering places for three-
and four-year old kinder-
garten.

“Phillip Island Kinder-
garten is a new service be-
ing developed in an iconic
island building,” she said.

“Rather than demol-
ish and build a completely

new centre, I was very
keen to keep the beauti-
ful shape of the building,
while providing a modern
and beautiful kindergar-
ten fitout indoors.”

Building Blocks grant
criteria also requires a
successful recipient to be a
non-profit.

Ms Johnson said 5 Out-
comes was a not-for-profit
operator, “who have re-
ceived the funding on this
basis, in consideration of
the growing need for kin-
dergarten places in Bass
Coast”.

Places, safety
Questions have also been
raised in the wake of the
grant funding, includ-
ing the exact number of
kindergarten places, and
safety issues around the
site of the new Cowes Kin-
dergarten.

According to the gov-
ernment’s media release,
the $2.2 million will fund
a 66-place early learning
facility.

However, the planning
permit granted in 2023
states: “The number of
childcare places associat-
ed with the permitted use
must not exceed 33 places
at any one time”.

A Bass Coast Shire
Council spokesperson
confirmed the planning
permit allowed for 33
places per day, which is

the maximum number of
children who can attend
the service at a time.

Over a week, there will
be two groups of 22 four-
year-olds and one group of
22 three-year-olds, so 66
children can enrol at the
service.

The spokesperson con-
firmed the nine car park-
ing space requirement
onsite met council regula-
tions and planners were
satisfied there were no
safety issues from cars
and children on Dun-
smore Road.

The spokesperson
added that trees were re-
moved for “safety and vis-
ibility purposes”.

“Additionally, council’s
engineer notes that shrubs
in the road reserve are
generally discouraged for
visibility and safety pur-
poses.”

Peter Paul, a former
Cowes Primary principal
said “numerous commu-
nity members have also
expressed concerns that
there appear to be parking
issues at the new proposed
Phillip Island Kindergar-
ten, that don’t exist at the
two educational sites”.

“Parents and children
will have to cross the road
near the crest of a hill,
from the Bowling Club
side, as there is no parking
permitted outside the kin-
dergarten site.”

Bass Coast

CRIME

A report from the Crime
Statistics Agency (CSA)
shows crime figures con-
tinue to climb, in Bass
Coast and Victoria.

There was a 10.9 per
cent increase in criminal
incidents in Bass Coast in
2024 (236 more than the
previous year), however
the rate was still below the
Victorian rate.

Despite recording less
incidents than in 2023,
Wonthaggi was still the
number one area for crime
(739 incidents), followed
by Cowes (433), Inverloch,

North Wonthaggi and San
Remo.
Locally, breaches of

family violence order was
again the top offence, fol-
lowed by criminal dam-
age, theft, assault and

stealing from a motor ve-
hicle.

Across the state, po-
lice recorded an increase
in alleged offender in-
cidents of 17.1 per cent,
while Bass Coast saw of-
fences increase by 24.3
per cent, with 262 more
incidents than the previ-
ous year.

Assault and related
offences topped the list
of offences, followed by
breaches of orders, theft,
property damage and
stalking/harassment.

The number of young
offenders (10-17) had risen
slightly from 2023, now at
236 compared to 205. The
highest age category for
local offender incidents
remained at 45 years plus,
with men represented at
three times the rate of
women.

stats continue to climb

Family violence

Once again, local rates of
family incidents remained
well above the state rates,
with an increase for the
year of 12.3 per cent (100
more incidents than the
previous year).

This compares to 2023,
which saw local rates drop
by 3.3 percent.

Women were three times
more likely to be affected by
family incidents then men.

The local increase was
slightly higher than the
Victorian statistics, which
saw an increase of 11.3 per
cent.

The rise in Bass Coast
statistics correlates with
reports from local police,
who consistently report
family violence incidents as
their highest workload.

The CSA said the local
government area with the

highest criminal incident
rate was Melbourne, fol-
lowed by Yarra, Latrobe,
Mildura and Port Phillip.
The highest number of
recorded offences was in
Melbourne, then Latrobe,
Yarra, Mildura and Greater

Shepparton.
Melbourne recorded
16,965.3 incidents per

100,000 estimated resident
population, compared to
2407 (per 100,000 estimat-
ed resident population) in
Bass Coast.

For recorded offences,
Bass Coast recorded 3422
per 100,000 population,
compared to Melbourne’s
rate of 22,080.8.

For a detailed break-
down of the data: www.
crimestatistics.vic.gov.
au/media-centre/news/
key-figures-year-ending-
december-2024

Criminal Incidents - Bass Coast
Year ending December 2024

Bass Coast Criminal Incident Rate compared to

40.8% Charges laid 24.3% Nocharges laid

Top 5 suburbs

Green Ret

Top 5Slocation types

922
253
101

91

Local Government Area
Bass Coast

in2024

Total Criminal Incidents

2,171 2,407

+10.9%

Compared to Previous Year

34.9% Unsolved

Top 5 principal offence subgroups
Blue = No previous year

739 e 314

433 Feme 261

261 B49 Other theft 183

151

133

Criminal incidents in Bass Coast were up 10.9 per cent in 2024,
reflecting the broad trend across the state.
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WEST GIPPSLAND FOOTBALL

NETBALL COMPETITION

Good luck to all teams for the 2025 season!

Last year's young guns, the U18 footballers and U15 netballers, celebrate their hard-earned premiership victories. Let’s hope they can repeat their success and bring home another championship this year.

Footy's back...bumper season ahead

The Phillip Island Football Netball Club
(PIFNC) is gearing up for another bumper
season, starting on April 5.

The club is the largest in Gippsland, not
just the West Gippsland League, and Pres-
ident Chris Ross said numbers this year
remain high.

With close to 600 participants in foot-
ball and netball, the club looks set to field
at least 28 teams across the football and
netball competitions, with the potential ad-
dition of junior female football teams.

The senior teams (Seniors, Reserves,
Under 18 and Under 16) are now back
training at the Cowes oval, after another
enforced absence while rehabilitation
work was undertaken on the turf.

“We'’re extremely grateful to Newhaven
College for the use of their oval for train-
ing,” Chris said.

Kicking off the new the season in style,
the club’s new jumper design will be un-
veiled this week, including a new sponsor.

Grounds
Over the summer the council replaced
approximately 2200 cubic metres of turf
in the most impacted areas of the Cowes
oval, maintained a fertiliser application
and spraying, mowing and watering regi-
men.

Synthetic pads were also installed be-
hind the goal lines to prevent wear.

While the club has not used the oval
since November, and moved its pre-season
training to Newhaven College to give the

oval the best chance to recover, there has
been another challenge.

The new turf has been inundated by
flocks of Corellas, eating the ground and
the new turf in recent weeks. Chris said a
range of deterrents had been introduced to
get rid of the unwanted visitors.

“We put some fake eagles up, and the
council sprayed the ground with a deter-
rent, so for the last week the birds haven’t
been there.”

He’s optimistic that the summer re-
habilitation will see the ground in good
condition for the 2025 season. But space
remains an ongoing issue.

With the club growing each year, the
president said they’d met with all the can-
didates in the upcoming federal election
about securing support to get the new
sports hub — and additional ovals — under-
way.

Netball

The club is gearing up for an exciting 2025
netball season across both junior and se-
nior teams, said Anthea Bennett, in charge
of senior netball this season.

“There has been high interest in the
netball program with the club fielding
teams from 11&U to A Grade in the West
Gippsland Football Netball Competition,”
Anthea said.

“Additionally, the club has a 13&U and
15&U team participating at Casey Netball
Association, reflecting the high participa-
tion levels in 2025.”

vyrrzsoar
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Hollie Castagna has been appointed as
the Head Netball Coach for 2025.

After being involved with the club in
the previous year, Hollie has stepped into
this role to lead the netball program with
a commitment to giving players the op-
portunity to learn and improve. Hollie is
supported by other senior coaches Abbey
McCaughan (B Grade), Emma Hallas (C
Grade) and returning D Grade coach Meg
Oudshoorn, who also coaches 13&U play-
ers that participate at Casey.

“It is wonderful to see some of our se-
nior players stepping into coaching roles
to support and develop our junior teams,”
Anthea said.

“In 2025 our Junior teams are coached
by Maya Huther (17&U), Maxine McNa-
mara (15&U), Christie Edwards (15&U
Casey), Aisha Hibbert & Piper O’Brien
(13&U) and Jaclyn Clark (11&U WGFNL).

“Our Junior teams had great success in
2024 and will be looking to further this in
2025.

Anthea said coaches have been work-
ing carefully with their teams to ensure
they are ready for a successful season.

According to Head Coach Hollie Cast-
agna “obviously we want all our teams to
be competitive and playing in finals, but
we recognise the need to focus on team
dynamics, skill development and game
strategy to achieve results and that’s what
our preseason focus has been”.

Anthea said PIFNC offers a welcoming
environment with several new faces and
returning players joining the club this year.

Football

The 2025 season sees Cam Pedersen re-
turn as head coach, with the club keen to
build on last season’s results, which saw
the Under 18s take out the premiership,
with both the Under 16s and Seniors teams
competing in the Grand Final.

Chris Ross said the club was looking
forward to the season, and “getting a heap
of senior games for our local kids, and still
remaining competitive”.

“At the end of the day, that’s where our
future is, in the local kids

“A lot of the squad from last year are re-
turning, but it will be a different looking
team,” he said.

The club will field two teams each in
the Under 10, Under 12 and Under 14 di-
visions, alongside the Under 16, Under 18,
Reserves and Seniors sides. There will
also be an Under 18 girls’ team, with po-
tentially two more female teams joining
the competition.

The huge numbers in the junior divi-
sions — 30 players per team — means kids
are being rostered to play.

The numbers are a challenge when
playing against clubs like Inverloch, Won-
thaggi and Leongatha, said head coach
Cam Pedersen.

“They put their best kids into one team,
whereas we try to make our teams as equal
as possible, and develop everyone.”

The huge numbers also provide a logis-
tical challenge for training, with multiple
teams training every night and a strong
coaching squad has been put together.

For Seniors, alongside head coach Cam
Pedersen there are line coach Damien
Holmes, Brendan Kimber, Daniel Larsson
and Scott Huther, and development coach
Dean Blake.

The club coaching team for this year
also includes Brad Thompson, James
Nicolaci and Luke Davies (Reserves); Tar-
ryn Allan (Under 16s); Jack Taylor and
Hayden Bruce (Under 18s).

Chris Ross also praised the volunteers
and community who support the club.

“It’s a true community club, and I sin-
cerely want to thank the volunteers for all
the work they do,” he said.

The PIFNC thanks all its sponsors, in-
cluding major sponsor Bendigo Commu-
nity Bank and Platinum Sponsors: Ray
White Phillip Island, Phillip Island RSL,
Terra Firma, San Remo Hotel, North Pier
Hotel, Endeavour Petroleum, Red Rocks
Golf Club, Phillip Island Tenpin Bowling
and Todd Devine Homes.

GOOD LUCK TO
ALL THE FOOTBALL
AND NETBALL
PLAYERS.

WE HOPE YOU ALL HAVE
A GREAT SEASON IN 2025.

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

vveLzsoar

Proud Sponsor of the Phillip Island Football and Netball Club

GOOD LUCK
TO ALL
THE TEAMS!

7Y sevice e

101 Settlement Rd, Cowes | 5952 1480
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ALEX SCOTT
AND STAFF

MAJOR SPONSORS OF THE
WEST GIPPSLAND FOOTBALL
NETBALL COMPETITION

Good luck to all teams for the 2025 season!

Est. 1886

I 13aThompson Avenue, Cowes

59522633 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

ROUND 1
Saturday, 5 April
Phillip Island v Nar Nar Goon
Tooradin-Dalmore v Cora Lynn
Korumburra Bena v Kilcunda Bass
Warragul Industrials v Garfield
Dalyston v Koo Wee Rup
Inverloch-Kongwak Bye

ROUND 2
Saturday, 12 April
Nar Nar Goon v Dalyston
Garfield v Phillip Island
Inverloch-Kongwak v Korumburra Bena
Tooradin-Dalmore v Koo Wee Rup
Kilcunda Bass v Warragul Industrials

Cora Lynn Bye

EASTER SATURDAY (ROUND 4)
Saturday, 19 April

Phillip Island v Warragul Industrials
Inverloch-Kongwak v Kilcunda Bass

ROUND 3 ANZAC ROUND
Friday, 25 Aprli
Warragul Industrials v Tooradin-Dalmore
Saturday, 26 April
Koo Wee Rup v Nar Nar Goon
Phillip Island v Kilcunda Bass
Cora Lynn v Inverloch-Kongwak

Korumburra Bena v Dalyston
Garfield Bye

ROUND 4
Saturday, 3 May
Nar Nar Goon v Tooradin-Dalmore
Dalyston v Cora Lynn
Koo Wee Rup v Garfield
Korumburra Bena Bye

ROUND 5
Saturday, 10 May

Garfield v Nar Nar Goon

Cora Lynn v Koo Wee Rup
Tooradin-Dalmore v Inverloch-Kongwak

Kilcunda Bass v Dalyston
Warragul Industrials v Korumburra Bena

Phillip Island Bye

FIXTURE 2025

ROUND 6
Saturday, 17 May
Inverloch-Kongwak v Nar Nar Goon
Tooradin-Dalmore v Phillip Island
Kilcunda Bass v Cora Lynn
Korumburra Bena v Koo Wee Rup
Dalyston v Garfield
Warragul Industrials Bye

ROUND 7
Saturday, 24 May
Nar Nar Goon v Warragul Industrials
Inverloch-Kongwak v Phillip Island
Cora Lynn v Korumburra Bena
Koo Wee Rup v Tooradin-Dalmore
Garfield v Kilcunda Bass
Dalyston Bye

ROUND 8
Saturday, 31 May
Phillip Island v Dalyston
Cora Lynnv Garfield
Warragul Industrials v Inverloch-Kongwak
Tooradin-Dalmore v Korumburra Bena
Kilcunda Bass v Koo Wee Rup
Nar Nar Goon Bye

ROUND 9
Saturday, 7 June
Korumburra Bena v Nar Nar Goon
Phillip Island v Koo Wee Rup
Warragul Industrials v Cora Lynn
Inverloch Kongwak v Dalyston
Garfield v Tooradin Dalmore
Kilcunda Bass Bye

ROUND 10
Saturday, 14 June
Nar Nar Goon v Phillip Island
Koo Wee Rup v Inverloch-Kongwak
Kilcunda Bass v Tooradin-Dalmore
Dalyston v Warragul Industrials
Korumburra Bena v Garfield
Cora Lynn Bye 2

ROUND 11
Saturday, 21 June
Nar Nar Goon v Kilcunda Bass
Phillip Island v Cora Lynn
Garfield v Inverloch-Kongwak
Koo Wee Rup v Warragul Industrials
Dalyston v Korumburra Bena
Tooradin-Dalmore Bye

WE WOULD LIKE
TO WISH THE
PHILLIP ISLAND

FOOTBALL AND NETBALL
TEAMS ALL THE BEST
FOR THE 2025 SEASON

ROUND 12
Saturday, 28 June
Cora Lynn v Nar Nar Goon
Warragul Industrials v Phillip Island
Tooradin-Dalmore v Dalyston
Kilcunda Bass v Korumburra Bena
Garfield v Koo Wee Rup
Inverloch-Kongwak Bye 2

ROUND 13
Saturday, 5 July
Nar Nar Goon v Garfield
Korumburra Bena v Phillip Island
Inverloch-Kongwak v Cora Lynn
Tooradin-Dalmore v Warragul Industrials
Dalyston v Kilcunda Bass
Koo Wee Rup Bye

ROUND 14
Saturday, 12 July
Dalyston v Nar Nar Goon
Phillip Island v Tooradin-Dalmore
Koo Wee Rup v Cora Lynn
Kilcunda Bass v Inverloch-Kongwak
Korumburra Bena v Warragul Industrials

Garfield Bye 2

ROUND 15
Saturday, 19 July
Warragul Industrials v Nar Nar Goon
Cora Lynn v Kilcunda Bass
Inverloch-Kongwak v Tooradin-Dalmore
Koo Wee Rup v Korumburra Bena
Garfield v Dalyston
Phillip Island Bye 2

ROUND 16
Saturday, 26 July
Kilcunda Bass v Phillip Island
Cora Lynnv Dalyston
Korumburra Bena v Inverloch-Kongwak
Garfield v Warragul Industrials
Nar Nar Goon, Tooradin-Dalmore &
Koo Wee Rup Bye 2

ROUND 17
Saturday, 2 August
Nar Nar Goon v Inverloch-Kongwak
Dalyston v Phillip Island
Korumburra Bena v Cora Lynn
Tooradin-Dalmore v Garfield
Koo Wee Rup v Kilcunda Bass
Warragul Industrials Bye 2

vveLzsoar

ROUND 18
Saturday, 9 August
Nar Nar Goon v Korumburra Bena
Phillip Island v Garfield
Cora Lynn v Tooradin-Dalmore
Inverloch-Kongwak v Koo Wee Rup
Warragul Industrials v Kilcunda Bass
Dalyston Bye 2

ROUND 19
Saturday, 16 August

Tooradin-Dalmore v Nar Nar Goon
Cora Lynn v Phillip Island
Inverloch-Kongwak v Warragul Industrials
Koo Wee Rup v Dalyston
Garfield v Korumburra Bena
Kilcunda Bass Bye 2

ROUND 20

Saturday, 23 August

Nar Nar Goon v Cora Lynn
Phillip Island v Inverloch-Kongwak

Dalyston v Tooradin-Dalmore

Kilcunda Bass v Garfield
Warragul Industrials v Koo Wee Rup

Korumburra Bena Bye 2

FINALS

ELIMINATION FINAL1
Saturday 30 August

ELIMINATION FINAL 2
Sunday 31 August

SEMI FINAL 1
Saturday 6 September

SEMI FINAL 2
Sunday 7 September

PRELIMINARY FINAL,
Saturday 13 September

GRAND FINAL
Saturday 20 September

Shop 3, 68 — 80 Thompson Ave (next to Aldi)
Ph: 03 5952 2046
admin@cowesnewspi.com

Monday - Saturday 8.30am - 5.00pm | Sunday 8.30am - 12.00pm

Come on in for your Tattslotto, cards,
newspapers, magazines, board games, inks,

printing and more.

vvLzzSoar
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The spacious balcony can be enclosed or opened to capture the
sea breeze. Enjoying comforts such as ceiling fan, television point,
heating, and outdoor kitchen and barbeque; this area is designed

With an abundance of light, controlled by quality interior and exte-

With a striking street frontage, this quality five-bedroom plus rior blinds and double glazing throughout, the hub of the home is

studio offers extensive living with sublime sea views at every turn.

open plan and inviting, surrounded by panoramic water views.

for magnificent all season living.

Sea change panoramic perfection

Panoramic bridge and island
views, with a striking street
frontage, this quality five-bed-
room plus studio offers exten-
sive living with sublime sea
views at every turn.

Architecturally astute, the
property begins with sealed ag-
gregate driveway, landscaped
gardens and a stunning exterior
that sits securely within its sur-
rounds, providing privacy for
the exceptional living within.

Clever planning provides in-
dependently accessed family liv-
ing at entrance level. With slid-
ing doors to close off, the area
has its own passageway, linking
two stunning bedrooms with
built in robes, split systems, ceil-
ing fans and television points.

9 / 157-159 Marine Pde San Remo

The family bathroom features
an oversized shower and sepa-
rate toilet, effortlessly connect-
ing to the pristine kitchenette,
dining, and living. This area
steps out to an undercover deck
that has it all: outside shower
and toilet, with plenty of space
to laze the afternoon away, all
overlooking the pool to the crisp
blue water beyond.

Transported via lift or stair-
way to the breathtaking living
of the upper level. With an abun-
dance of light, controlled by qual-
ity interior and exterior blinds
and double glazing throughout,
the hub of the home is open plan
and inviting, surrounded by pan-
oramic water views.

The stunning kitchen with

butler’s pantry is in Kkeeping
with the rest of the home with
impressive elements of texture,
featuring classic white tiling,
stone bench tops and quality ap-
pliances. The gas fire is framed
impressively by stone. Split sys-
tems and ceiling fans are consis-
tent in the living area and bed-
rooms throughout.

Providing an outdoor living
zone, the spacious balcony can
be enclosed or opened to capture
the sea breeze. Enjoying com-
forts such as ceiling fan, televi-
sion point, heating, and outdoor
kitchen and barbeque; this area
is designed for magnificent all
season living along with ac-
cess via outdoor stairwell to the
backyard and pool.

16 Potters Hill Rd San Remo

The decadent master bed-
room shares the balcony and
includes a separate study, walk
in robe and stunning ensuite.
The family bathroom has a free-
standing bath and in line with
all the bathrooms, an oversized
shower and feature tiling. Two
further bedrooms, one with
walk in robe, complete this level
of the home.

Split level, the backyard flows
effortlessly from the extensive
deck to the pool area, then down
to the firepit zone and garden
shed. Magnificent water views
are captured from both levels of
the property.

An impressive four car ga-
rage with internal and through
access assures ample parking

1 School Ave Newhaven

and storage for all vehicles. The
property is energy efficient with
solar panels and Tesla battery.
Seeing is believing with this
impressive property. Ideally lo-
cated in San Remo, just a stroll
to the beach and shopping vil-
lage, the area provides ample
kindergarten and school choices
surrounded by magnificent Bass
Coast beaches and landscapes.
Just 90 minutes from Melbourne
CBD, San Remo is an ideal holi-
day getaway or better yet, the
perfect sea change to call home.

Address: 9 The Broadway San Remo
Details: 5 bedrooms / 4 bathrooms
/5cars

Inspections by appointment: Garth Lisle
Property Consultants welcome your
enquiry

o
S
3
®
3
>
<

Price: $1,150,000
3 bedrooms / 2 bathrooms / 2 cars

Sitting above San Remo’s shopping precinct, overlooking the quaint historic
fishing jetty and across to the iconic Phillip Island Bridge and Westernport
Bay, this exceptional apartment delivers postcard views and an idyllic
bayside lifestyle.

SCOTT LETHBRIDGE 0407 543 154 | JAMIE MARTIN 0429 333 043 | JOHN SHAW 0418 545 041

Price: $1,099,000
4 bedrooms / 2 bathrooms / 3 cars

Be the first to own and enjoy this superior, single level, four-bedroom quality
home plus office space option, all within an easy walk overlooking Western-
port Bay to the vibrant shops and cafes of San Remo. This brand-new home
leaves no stone unturned, with modern comfort and versatility combined.

Price: $644,900 - $664,900
3 bedrooms / 1 bathroom / 2 cars
OFI: Saturday 5th April 1:30pm - 2:00pm

Indulged for the best of all worlds, this home is perfectly placed to enjoy
Newhaven, with a short walk to the picturesque marina and Saltwater
restaurant, Newhaven shops and café or the family friendly swimming beach
of Cape Woolamai.

op 3/129 Marine Parade

5678 5878

www.glpc.com.au Property Consultants

vyézrzoar
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@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND
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SECLUDED RESORT STYLE LIVING

away from the house, 2.5 car garage with internal access, solar power and a spring fed water bore add to the

20A SETTLEMENT ROAD,

SILVERLEAVES homes functionality and sustainability. Located within a short walk to Silverleaves Beach and Cowes Golf Club
$1,750,000 - $1,850,000 this property offers the best of both seclusion and convenience. A rare lifestyle opportunity in a sought after

' ’ ' ' location - don't miss out.

Nestled on a sprawling 4737sqm of landscaped gardens, this private oasis offers the ultimate in relaxed coastal
living. Featuring a single level residence with polished floors throughout, this home is designed for effortless CONTACT

indoor - outdoor entertaining. The expansive alfresco area overlooks a stunning pool and Bali style gazebo FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND
creating the perfect retreat for year round enjoyment. A huge 10m by 10m shed, unit accommodation which is 0359 523 922

56-58 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU

PH: 03 5952 3922

INFO@PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
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Cape Cruise

Phillip Island
QMW/M' scenery

Seal Cruise

Pegpel wildlge

—~

Wildlifece

WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU CALL 1300 763 739

PONY RIDES + FARM GATE OPEN

/
ENJOY BEAUTIFUL LOCAL PRODUCE \ E n%/

GRAB A CUPPA, BYO A PICNIC BLANKET —

LET'S BUILD COMMUNITY TOGETHER

PONY RIDES $15
DROP IN
9AM-12 NOON

5 MINUTES
FROM INVERLOCH

COME MEET YOUR
LOCAL FARMERS
&MAKERS

WWW.WATTLEBANKFARM.COM.AU
@WATTLEBANKFARM
85 DESMOND ROAD, WATTLE BANK

JD02318AA

OPEN-HOURS:

9am till 5pm - 7 days a week

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060 | 0408 120 908

No weather problems - Crazy Golf is under covet!

(L5 DALY SURF LESSONS

THE
NOBBIES

VV687200r

The CENTER
Nobbies | [
/'{ Seal Rock
\ Black Rock EURSEALS

Take a tour around
Seal Rock and marvel
at Australia’s largest

fur seal colony

225 Smiths Beach Road, Smiths Beach
Ph: 03 5952 3443
smithsheach@islandsurfboards.com.au
www.islandsurfboards.com.au

On display and for Sale unique
Art & Crafts created by local
Bass Coast Residents.

119 Settlement Road, Cowes
Open Thursday — Sunday 11-3

www.phillipislandgallery.com.au JDos262AA

(G

yyriszoar

PHILLIP
ISLAND

THE FOOD. THE WINE. THE TIMES.

WINERY

OPEN 6 DAYS FOR THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS (CLOSED MON)
BOOKINGS VIA WEBSITE - WWW.PHILLIPISLANDWINERY.COM.AU

PENGbIN
— PARADE

g

Phillip Island is home

to the largest Little
Penguin colony
in the world.
Watch them return
from the ocean
nightly at dusk.

I Kitty

Miller

Bay

o
o

VVS28z0

p Island

TENPIN BOWLING

& Entertainment Centre

2952 3977

OPEN 7 DAYS

JD01863AA

Ventnor

Ventnor

BACK BEACH RD

Ventnor

Berlys
Beach

VENTNOR | RD

Wimbledon
Heights

GRAND PRIX
CIRCUIT

Pyramid

a

a

Rock

WHALE MIGRATION
Witness the annual
rrival of humpback and
southern right whales
nd even the occasional

killer whales from May

to September.

PHILLIP ISLAND RD

COWES - RHYLL | RD
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Friday 18 to 20 April 10 am to 4 pm

Experience the island’s nocturnal nature p
party at a nightly ‘Bandicoot Discovery Tour’ ¥
join a scavenger hunt and delight your
tastebuds this Easter long weekend.

Anerie General
Silverleaves

1 Honeysuckle Grove,
Silverleaves
0434 102 078

For schedule and TCs please visit
www.penguins.org.au/whats-on

EASTER ON CHURCHILL

Entry
included with
Churchill Island
ticket or a
3 Parks Pass

PLUS

* Aussie BBQ platter
* Cool tunes by various artists

* Free face painting

* Heritage draught horse display
* Kids nature workshops
e Farm activity sessions

* Prizes and
loads more!

yv981s0ar
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Phill"i)_lsland
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|
SilverLeaves

Qﬂf Club

SHOPPING CENTRE

Golf Club
Cowes Shopping Centre caters to your everyday needs

in the one shopping experience.

It’s a friendly and convenient place to shop, meet and eat,
with a Woolworths supermarket and 12 specialty stores.

@ cowesshoppingcentre.com.au 112 Thompson Ave, Cowes.

4

KOALA CONSERVATION
RESERVE
Wander tree-top board-
walks to watch koalas
up close in their natural

PHILLIP

Conservation
Reserve

habitat.
EASTERN BARRED
4 BANDICOOT
r Was released on | Churchill PELICAN FEEDING
Churchill Island and Island Watch daily at 12 noon,

Cellar door open
Wed - Sun 12 -5
during school holidays

(closed Mon & Tues).
No booking necessary.
Share plates available.

vv9szsoar

215 Phillip Island Road San Remo
silverwatersvineyard.com.au

Phillip Island to save it on the foreshore next to
Beach Sungerland ( from extinction. the San Remo Pier.
m ay
- &
véw _ Surf ( |
Beach Smiths | ’ Beach

MAZE

THINGS

JD04796AA

BOOK
ONLINE

1805 PHILLIP ISLAND RD COWES VIC (03) 5952 2283

please visitt AMAZENTHINGS.COM.AV

Park Lane

1825 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes 5952 2283

, — A

| Newhaven

Surfies Point

Patrolled weekends
and public holidays
until April 14
Sat 1ipm -5pm
Sun/Public Holidays
10am-4pm

Forrest Caves
| Cape

PHILLIP ISLAND Woolamai

NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE. |
The reserve is made up of four
sites along Phillip Island’s coast:
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach,
Summerland and Cat Bay.

The Colonnades

%,)

%/_

SHOP WHERE THE LOCALS SHOP.
Specialty cut & wrapped cheeses, fully serviced deli and
on-site butcher. Full liquor department and exceptional

customer service. Supporting local suppliers.

yyosgroar

Photo courtesy of Coast Magazine.

OPEN 8AM-8PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK
I35 Marine Parade, San Remo, 3925 P: 5678 5337 | ﬁ San Remo IGA

505 <o, National Vietham Vetercm’s
T i" Museum and Café

HOLIDAY PARK

N

FASCINATING

FOR ALL

Open 7 days from 10am - 4pm - Ph: 5956 6400
25 VETERANS DRIVE, NEWHAVEN, PHILLIP ISLAND

viethamvetsmuseum.org

11
m (@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

HOLIDAY RENTALS
AVAILABLE
ALL YEAR ROUND

Book now at www.phillipislandfn.com.au
or call 03 5952 3922.
holidays@phillipislandfn.com.au

56-58 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES
PH: 03 5952 3922

Shop 3, 68 — 80 Thompson Ave (next to Aldi)
Ph: 03 5952 2046
admin@cowesnewspi.com
Monday - Saturday 8.30am - 5.00pm
Sunday 8.30am - 12.00pm

Come on in for your
tattslotto, cards, newspapers,
magazines, board games,
inks, printing
and more.

vve9zsoar
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Sign up for the Walk for the Kids on Good Friday, April 18, raising money for the Good Friday Appeal.
Zoe and Barry from the event organising committee.

Sign up and Walk for the Kids

FUNDRAISING

Put your best foot forward and raise mon-
ey for the Royal Children’s Hospital, by
signing up for the George Bass Walk for
the Kids on Good Friday, April 18.

Organised by a team of volunteers and
the San Remo Hotel, and supported by lo-
cal businesses, all proceeds go to the Good
Friday Appeal.

There is a choice of two events. The first
is a 7.5 kilometre walk along the stunning
George Bass Coastal Walk, starting in Kil-
cunda and ending at Punch Bowl Road.
Shuttle buses run from the San Remo Ho-

tel from 9am onwards.

The second event is the three-kilome-
tre San Remo Town Walk, which is suit-
able for families and prams, and includes
a chance to win an Easter hamper.

Throughout the day there is entertain-
ment, kKids’ games and live music at the
San Remo Hotel, as well as raffles and
a silent auction. Last year’s event raised
over $34,000 and organisers hope this
year will be even bigger and better.

You can register on the day from 8am
at the San Remo Hotel, via the QR code,
or online at www.trybooking.com/events/
landing/1341700

A_AN_/N\_ THE PULSE

_N_N_A

More than century-old editions of The Western Port Times and Phillip Island and Bass Valley Advertiser
will be accessible on Trove - a free online library database owned by the National Library of Australia.

Century old island paper: online soon

GENEALOGY

A new era of island his-
tory will be soon unlocked
online, with the Phillip Is-
land and District Genea-
logical Society (PIADGS)
receiving a grant to digi-
tise issues of the local pa-
per spanning from 1898 to
1910.

The more than century-
old editions of The West-
ern Port Times and Phillip
Island and Bass Valley Ad-
vertiser will be accessible
on Trove — a free online
library database owned
by the National Library of
Australia.

Sophie Maddigan of
PIADGS said she hoped
having the paper digitised
would provide curious res-
idents and students alike
the opportunity to peer
into the past and have a
more personal grasp of the
island’s rich history.

“Trove is an endless
supply of information,
some good and some bad
that we find out about our

ancestors,” Sophie said.

“It’s amazing, if (your
ancestors) were up to mis-
chief - it’ll be there.”

Similarly, Sophie said
you are sometimes also
able to find little gems of
personal family informa-
tion.

“When I searched my
mum’s name (in Trove), it
told me every Saturday she
would go out to a dance ...
and it listed what she wore,
what colour dress she had
and what the material
was.”

Trove is a free online
tool which provides access
to a vast collection of mate-
rial including newspapers
and artefacts from across
Australia.

Since 2019, PIADGS
have applied for grants to
digitise the local papers.
Previously the group re-
ceived a grant to digitise
the San Remo Times and
the Phillip Island and Bass
Valley Advertiser from
1896 to 1898.

PIADGS received their

most recent grant from
the Victorian Association
of Family History Organ-
isations. The archived pa-
pers are currently held in
the State Library of Vic-
toria, and Sophie said she
expects the papers to be
digitised by the National
Library in the next six
months.

PIADGS currently has
around 60 members and
has recently moved to a
new location at the Ne-
whaven Hall on 23 Clee-
land Street.

The group is always
welcoming to new mem-
bers who are curious about
their own family ancestry.

The doors are open at
Newhaven Hall for any-
one wishing to learn more
about PIADGS from 10am
to 1Ipm Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday, and lpm to
4pm Friday.

More information can
also be found online by
searching PIADGS on the
Bass Coast Shire Council
directory.

COWES

ISLAND VINTAGE

217 Settlement Rd, Cowes VIC 3922
Phone: (03) 5952 2432 or 0425 846 258
info.cowesislandvintage@gmail.com
cowesislandvintage.store

yyé60r0qr

vvez9otsoar

WE BUY AND SELL

117 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

cowesbazaar@waterfront.net.au

JO02381AA

151 Thompson Ave, Cowes
(03) 5952 2605

theislandmarketplace@gmail.com

Open 7 days a week 10am - 4pm

0o

the is

place




MUSIC

Archies Creek Arts an-
nounces Bathing in the
Creek, a local music festi-
val on April 5.

Don’t take the title
literally, but it is a chance
to immerse yourself in
some quality live perfor-
mances.

Fergus Lawson and
Nova Jenner, local folk
with their fingers on the
pulse, have put this fun
festival together.

On Saturday April 5,
Sunshine, Velvet Bloom,
Quality Used Cars,
Queenie, Doe  Street,
Names and Bookrunner
will play in the great out-
doors at the Archies Creek
Hotel.

The day will close out
with the house beats of DJ
Sunshine.

Anyone who attended
Brian’s Big BBQ gig last
December will remember
Queenie, who knocked the
crowd off their seats.

A spokesperson for the
Archies Creek Arts said
Bathing in the Creek was a
perfect opportunity to en-
joy some new and up and
coming acts and promised
“an unforgettable after-
noon”.

Doors open at 1.30pm,
with music starting from
2pm.

There are also buses
running from Inverloch
and Cowes, for those
who’d like to enjoy a drink
or two at the show and

Velvet Bloom is one of a host of bands playing the Bathing in the
Creek festival at Archies Creek Hotel on April 5.

travel home safely.

Buses depart Cowes
Transit Centre at 12.45pm,
with stops at Cape Woola-
mai, San Remo, Kilcunda
and Powlett River. There
are two return buses de-
parting Archies Creek
for Cowes at 7.15pm and
9.45pm.

You can book tickets,
and a seat on the bus at:
www.archiescreekhotel.
com.au/events/bathing-
in-the-creek-festival

Free entry for children
under 12, with a great
backyard for kids to run
around in.
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A_AN_/N\_ THE PULSE

Take a dip at Archies Creek

_N_N_A

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 | THE ADVERTISER 17

Rachel Bennett, Steve Ulula Parker, Leslie Briggs and Justine McClaren celebrate the launch of
PIELC's first RAP with the centre’s Penguin class. More photos at pisra.com.au/education

Kids RAP'd with First Nation's cu

EDUCATION

Young islanders danced around a First
Nation’s smoking ceremony, mimicking
short-tailed shearwaters as the Phillip
Island Early Learning Centre (PIELC)
launched their first Reconciliation Action
Plan (RAP).

The dance was created and led by Tra-
ditional Owner and Boonwurrung, Yorta
Yorta and Erub man, Steve Ulula Parker.
The students were smiling gleefully as
they flapped their wings, recreating the
chaotic flight of the island’s migratory
birds.

Lynne Clements, director of the PIELC,
said the RAP launch went “amazingly”.

“It was just great having all the in-
volvement of the teachers who put a lot of
work into (the day), our RAP team and all
the children joining in and being so excit-
ed about learning and being on country,”
Lynne said.

RAPs aim to enable organisations to
sustainably and strategically take action
to advance reconciliation with First Na-

$25 UNLIMITED

ture
tion’s people.

Lynne explained the RAP has already
had flow-on effects in the classroom,
with students participating in a welcome
to country each morning. The students at
PIELC also complete various activities in
‘yarning’ circles and learn First Nation’s
words.

Yorta Yorta and Gunai Kurnai man,
Leslie Briggs, also led a discussion of In-
digenous culture and offered the students
the chance to hold and interact with In-
digenous artefacts.

“The importance for the children
learning about (First Nation’s) culture
and Aboriginal practices and habits from
such a young age is that it builds a real
connection to them, their land, family
and the community they live in,” said the
PIELC director.

Also present on the day was local state
member Jordan Crugnale MP, members
of the local CFA, the Bass Coast College
San Remo campus captains, and mem-
bers of the Bass Coast Reconciliation
Network.

vyziszoar

BOWLING, LAZER TAG & TABLE TENNIS

6:30PM -

EVERY NIGHT THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
MINIMUM 4 PER LANE

PHILLIP ISLAND

TENPIN BOWLING
& ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

882 el T

www.pitenpin.com.au
91-97 Settlement Rd Cowes

9:30PM
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Celebrating reading at Newhaven College

EDUCATION

Last week, Preps at Newhaven Col-
lege celebrated a significant milestone
with the presentation of reading folders,
marking the beginning of their path to
becoming proficient readers.

Families joined the celebration, partici-
pating in reading sessions and Principal
Tony Corr was present to congratulate
each student on their achievements so far.

Cath Huther, Head of Junior School
said the College’s Junior School teachers
have engaged in professional develop-
ment opportunities.

“Some valuable changes in reading
instruction have been implemented, and
we are incredibly pleased with the re-
sults,” she said.

At the beginning of the year, Nathan-
iel Swain joined the entire Newhaven
College educational staff for a profes-
sional learning day focused on aligning
literacy from Prep to Year 12, emphasis-
ing the Science of Learning.

Nathaniel, from La Trobe University,
has been involved in developing struc-
tured literacy resources and professional
development with focuses on explicit in-
struction, cognitive load theory, and ef-
fective literacy interventions to support
teachers and students.

The Science of Reading program at Ne-

Newhaven College encourages outstanding reading habits by awarding students who have excelled
in reading. With Head of Junior School Cath Huther and Principal Tony Corr are outstanding readers,
Jude Brown (Year 1), Kiela Dennis (Year 3), Ruby Pirouet (Year 4) and Vincent Manias (Year 2).

More photos at pisra.com.au/education

whaven College is built on the latest re-
search to ensure that all students receive
the highest-quality literacy instruction.
The College said this evidence-based
approach “focuses on teaching essential

reading skills and offers effective strat-
egies for helping children learn to read.
It also provides guidance on how to sup-
port students who may struggle with
reading along the way”.

A significant flow-on effect from this
program has been families actively sup-
porting their children’s reading develop-
ment through tailored take-home read-
ing folders.

Cath Huther is impressed with stu-
dents’ progress so far.

“We are proud to announce that last
week we awarded reading certificates to
students who have displayed consistent
reading habits at home throughout Term
One.

“These certificates are awarded each
term, and our goal is to increase this per-
centage each term - ultimately aiming
for 100 per cent of our students receiving
reading awards.

“We are thrilled to see nightly reading
habits flourishing at home, knowing they
will make a big difference in students’
reading development.

“Our ultimate aim is simple: to ensure
that every child at Newhaven College
learns to read and reads well, while also
developing a love of literature and a life-
long passion for learning,” she said.

Learn more about Newhaven College’s
Prep program at the upcoming Prep In-
formation Morning on Tuesday, April 29.

For more information, visit the Ne-
whaven College website: ‘Book A Tour’,
or contact admissions@newhavencol.
vic.edu.au

Island designs among best in state

EDUCATION

Two former Newhaven College students
have their projects on show at the Mel-
bourne Museum in Carlton after being
selected for the prestigious Top Designs
display.

Santiago Leys De La Rosa and Saran-
naphat (Fim) Hindam were among 77 stu-

dents selected from across the state to be
part of the exhibition, which celebrates
Victoria’s next generation of designers.

Santiago built an automated chicken
feeder designed to improve efficiency and
reduce feed wastage in poultry farming,
which dispenses feed using a stepper mo-
tor and monitors hopper levels with an ul-
trasonic sensor.

WWW.THEWESTERNPORT.COM.

Fim created a self-stabilising plane to
enhance flight safety in the event of a pi-
lot becoming unconscious. A gyroscope
monitors the plane’s pitch, roll and yaw,
sending real-time orientation data to an
Arduino microcontroller which then au-
tomatically adjusts rudders, elevators and
ailerons to correct the plane’s stability.

Both were made as projects for the stu-
dents’ final year 12 studies last year.

Inspiration

Santiago said he had always had an inter-
est in engineering, playing with soldering
irons and micro controllers since the age
of 10 and making modifications to his Nerf
Guns.

The inspiration for his automated feed-
er came from having chickens at his Cape
Woolamai home.

“Whenever we would go on holidays,
we’d have to fill the feeder all the way up.
And anytime I'd go to collect the eggs,
there’d always be lots of birds and mice
hanging around and eating (the feed),”
Santiago said.

“It just felt like such a waste, and I
thought there has to be some way to get
around it.”

Santiago also designed tags to identify
specific chickens for tailored feeding, as
well as connecting the feeder via Bluetooth
to the owner’s phone in order to remotely
monitor feed levels.

Fim said since a young age he had built
and flown remote-control planes with his
dad, and initially considered the idea of a
self-stabilising plane while having to re-

build planes after a crash.

The idea also came to the budding en-
gineer while watching the movie Top Gun.

“The hardest part was the coding,” said
Fim, who explained he had to write more
than 500 lines of computer code to trans-
late data from the gyroscope monitor to
the Arduino microcontroller.

Fim said he was “pretty surprised”
when he got the call up for his work to be
displayed alongside the state’s best.

“My dad was also pretty surprised be-
cause he’s an engineer. He was pretty hap-
py because he saw how many hours I put
into the work, and it got somewhere.”

Bright futures

Santiago said he was now furthering his
prototype, with the aim to make it viable
to sell on the domestic market.

Fim recently moved to Melbourne and
has begun studying mechanical engi-
neering at RMIT, and didn’t rule out a
future in aviation engineering.

Newhaven College principal Tony
Corr recognised the two students’ en-
deavours.

“Both students worked very hard on
these presentations and designed an
original item with great functional ben-
efits,” Mr Corr said.

“Their work is also a reflection of the
excellent teaching and creative opportu-
nities that are provided at the school.”

Top Designs 2025 closes Sunday July
20.

Tickets are on sale at the Melbourne
Museum and online.

Sarannaphat (Fim) Hindam created a self-stabilising plane to enhance flight safety in the event of a
pilot becoming unconscious. Photo: Nicole Cleary, courtesy of VCAA.



COUNCIL

Bass Coast Shire Council is calling for
input on its new Healthy Communities
Plan, which sets priorities and creates
strategies to improve community health.

There is currently an online survey
available at Engage Bass Coast, with
pop-up sessions held across the shire
throughout April.

The plan will direct council’s approach
to healthy communities from 2025 to
2029.

The Cowes pop-up session is at Bernin-
neit on Friday April 11 from 10am to 2pm.

A possible session at the Churchill Is-
land Farmers Market on April 5 is yet to
be confirmed.

Dates at other locations across the

i

Community awards

A sports leadership award will head-
line this year’s Bass Coast Community
Awards.

Each year the awards feature a rotat-
ing award, with past years including en-
vironment and arts.

But councillors at the March meeting
voted in favour of the Sports Leadership
Award, which “recognises the outstand-
ing contributions throughout our sport
and recreation community”.

This award will be in addition to other
awards — community leader, next gen-
eration, and community group.

The shire has a budget of $10,000 for
the awards. In 2023, council endorsed the
awards, to be held in May of each year to
align with National Volunteer Week.

Work from home
Working from home may be shaping up
as a federal election issue.

But at Bass Coast Shire Council, it’s
now an accepted practice.

At the March council meeting, resi-
dent Louise Lyell said during Covid
council allowed some council officers to
work from home.

“Now 18 months later covid is no lon-
ger a declared communicable disease,”
Louise said.

“How many council officers are still
working some hours from home instead
of in council offices?”

Shire CEO Greg Box said arrange-
ments were based on “operational re-
quirements”.

“Some council officers continue to
work a portion of their hours remotely
where it is the most suitable option for
their role,” he said.

“The number of employees working
some hours from home varies based on
team needs, service demands, and work
priorities.

“This flexible approach supports pro-
ductivity while ensuring our services
remain accessible and effective for the
community.”

Sports hub

A new sports hub is a tiny step closer af-
ter Bass Coast Shire Council confirmed
it has submitted plans to the government
for a new turning lane for approval.

At the March council meeting, resi-
dent Graham Jolly asked about road
plans for the new hub at the Hilton Chad-
wick Reserve, planned for the corner of
Ventnor and Phillip Island roads.

“Four weeks ago council was devel-
oping the detailed design with specifi-
cations for a new safety turning lane
and cross overs for entry into the Hilton
Chadwick Reserve,” Graham said.

“A permit from Victorian Transport
Authority is required. Is the design com-
pleted for public reading?”

Shire CEO Greg Box replied the final
draft designs had been submitted to the
Department of Transport and Planning
for review and approval.

“Once approved, plans will be avail-
able on our Engage Bass Coast website,”
Mr Box said.

shire are available on the Engage website.

Council said the consultation is de-
signed to identify the biggest health
challenges in the community, and to find
ways to “make Bass Coast a healthier
place for all ages”.

It will also look at ways to tackle issues
like preventing family violence, climate
change, public health issues and how to
best support all age groups in the com-
munity through “council-led initiatives”.

The Plan will bring together several
of council’s community strategies, in-
cluding the Access, Equity and Inclusion
Plan, Living Young and Disability Action
plans and the Arts and Culture strategy.

For more details, or to fill in the online
survey, go to: engage.basscoast.vic.gov.
au/healthy-communities-25

COUNCIL

BRIEES

Pump tracks
Pump track enthusiasts, mark your cal-
endars for June.

Resident Johnny Cantone asked when
council would start building 10 proposed
pump tracks.

“These cost-effective facilities would
provide immediate benefits for kids and
families,” Johnny said.

“Can the council fast-track this proj-
ect to give young people more outdoor
activities now?”

Shire CEO Greg Box said the Moun-
tain Bike/BMX/pump strategy, adopted
by council in October 2024, identified
several suitable sites across Bass Coast.

“A delivery plan is currently being
developed in conjunction with the Bass
Coast Mountain Bike association and
will be presented to council in June 2025
for adoption.”

Engage or disengage?

Concerns have been raised about Bass
Coast Shire’s engagement with the com-
munity.

Louise Lyell said the Engage Bass
Coast website was set up for “computer
savvy residents”, adding that it served
only those who knew the site even existed.

“How do people without internet ac-
cess find out before it is too late to submit
questions or suggestions on projects,”
Louise asked.

Shire CEO Greg Box said they were
committed to ensuring the community
had choices when accessing information
on projects and consultation.

“In the last 12 months Engage Bass
Coast has had 111,150 visits and for 2025,
we've seen 24,569 unique visitors,” Mr
Box said.

“Other ways for feedback include
Coastell newsletter, local community
groups, in-person drop-in sessions and
discussions with councillors.”

John Trigt asked if council would con-
sider a break at the end of the monthly
council meeting to allow councillors to
meet with constituents.

Mr Box said council was reviewing
the methods of engagement with coun-
cillors.

Kevin Griffin asked if correspon-
dence was being withheld from some
councillors, to which Mr Box responded
there were currently no restrictions on
any individual emailing council.

Rubbish question

Resident Mal Pinkerton asked about the
expiration of the current waste contract.

“Has the CEO been proactive and pro-
vided the full contract (in house) for the
councillors to read prior to a new con-
tract arrangements,” Mal said.

CEO Greg Box said the current con-
tracts for waste services will be available
for extension or renewal from August
2027.

“Councillors are not expected or re-
quired to read in full every contract en-
tered by the organisation, but rather to
inform the strategic direction, resourc-
ing and priority outcomes for the com-
munity,” Mr Box said.

NEWS

A safer, healthier community
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RBA’s
Rate Cut

- Implications and Reactions

By David Caporale,
Chief Investment Officer of RELIcapital

serve Bank of Australia (RBA) has re-

duced the cash rate by 25 basis points,
bringing it down to 4.10%. This decision
marks the first rate cut in over four years
and signals a pivotal shift in Australia’'s
monetary policy. The implications of
this adjustment are multifaceted, affect-
ing borrowers, savers, and the broader
economy.

Impact on Mortgages and Loans

For homeowners and prospective buy-
ers, the rate cut offers a glimmer of relief.
The big four banks have announced cor-
responding reductions in their home loan
variable interest rates by 0.25% per an-
num, effective from February 28, 2025.
This reduction translates to tangible, al-
beit small, savings for borrowers. For in-
stance, on a $600,000 mortgage, monthly
repayments could decrease by approxi-
mately $92.

However, the benefits extend beyond the
offerings of the major banks. Research
indicates that Australian homeowners
could save nearly $40,000 over a 30-year
mortgage on a 5.59% variable interest
rate which is currently being offered by
some non-bank lenders. This competi-
tive environment empowers borrowers to
shop around for more favourable terms,
potentially easing the financial burden
amid rising living costs.

In a move anticipated by many, the Re-

Returns on Savings

While borrowers may rejoice, savers
face a different reality. Interest rate cuts
typically lead to reduced returns on sav-
ings accounts and term deposits. Finan-
cial institutions may adjust their deposit
rates in response to the RBAs decision,
meaning individuals relying on interest
income might see diminished returns.

Economic Outlook and
Future Rate Cuts

The RBASs decision is rooted in its as-
sessment of the current economic cli-
mate. Deputy Governor Andrew Hauser
emphasised the need for additional posi-
tive news on inflation before considering
further interest rate cuts. While policy-
makers are optimistic about receiving
favourable inflation reports, they require
concrete evidence of this improvement

before easing monetary policy further.

Economists, including Dr. Shane Oliver,
Head of Investment Strategy and Chief
Economist at AME have weighed in on the
potential trajectory of interest rates. Dr.
Oliver suggests that the RBA may contin-
ue its easing cycle, with the cash rate po-
tentially falling to 3.6% by the end of the
year. This projection is contingent upon
various economic indicators, including
inflation trends, employment figures, and
global economic conditions.

It's important to note that while rate
cuts can stimulate economic activity by
encouraging borrowing and spending,
they are not without risks. Prolonged low-
interest environments can lead to asset
bubbles and may not address structural
issues within the economy. Therefore, the
RBA is likely to approach future cuts with
caution, ensuring that each move aligns
with the broader goal of sustainable eco-
nomic growth.

Broader Economic Implications

Beyond the immediate effects on loans
and savings, the rate cut reflects the RBAs
commitment to steering the economy to-
wards its inflation target of 2-3%. The
decision comes in the context of easing in-
flationary pressures, with underlying in-
flation recorded at 3.2% in the December
quarter, indicating a faster-than-expected
decline.

This monetary policy adjustment aims
to support economic growth, particu-
larly in sectors sensitive to interest rates,
such as housing and consumer spending,
However, the effectiveness of this strategy
will depend on various factors, including
consumer confidence, global economic
trends, and fiscal policy measures.

Conclusion

The RBASs recent cash rate cut signifies
a strategic response to current economic
indicators, aiming to balance the needs of
borrowers and savers while steering the
economy towards sustainable growth. As
the year progresses, all eyes will be on the
RBAs subsequent moves and the unfold-
ing economic landscape, with stakehold-
ers across the spectrum adjusting their
strategies in response to these develop-
ments

*www.amp.com.au

The information above does not constitute
financial or other professional advice and is
general in nature. It does not take into ac-
count your specific circumstances and should
not be acted on without a_full understanding
of your current situation and future goals
and objectives by a fully qualified financial
advisor. Before you make any decision about
whether to acquire a certain financial prod-
uct, you should obtain and read the relevant
product disclosure statement.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Dust storm over Koala Estate
The council’s decision to re-
turn Koala Estate roads back
to gravel, removing remains
of dust suppressant surface
to the pre 2005 gravel topping
reflects antiquated, backward
thinking. If a road is surfaced,
neglected and poorly patched,
it will deteriorate. All surfaces
need care. Surely, at this stage,
the most constructive method
of maintenance would be to
prepare the road and resurface
with the dust suppressant ma-
terial.

Prior to the dissolving of
the Phillip Island Council,
home owners in the Koala Es-
tate were issued letters for full
road construction, guttering
and kerbing. With the loss of
our local Phillip Island coun-
cil to Bass Coast the scheme
was abandoned. With road
construction set for 2065 I'm
amazed that the council is so
astute with budgeting and time
management.

Having said that, the coun-
cil letter, to residents’ places
responsibility for road sur-
faces back on the land owners
“minimum community support
required for the project to be
reprioritised is 50 percent or
greater from the property own-
ers affected. This should be in
the form of a petition signed by
affected property owners and
presented to Council for con-
sideration.”

They've sent every land
owner a letter of their inten-
tions, but could not organise
to set up an online survey for
those impacted to express their
concerns and then tabulate
results. The deed is left to the
residents with no contacts, pri-
vacy policies to navigate and
no real means to tabulate re-
sponses effectively.

May common sense prevail,
the road resurfaced in a new
dust suppressant layer. Should
this not be the case, at the
very least, continue with the
‘teaspoon brigade’ attending
to potholes. We do not want a
return to the corrugated, bil-
lowing summer plumes of dust
and winter slush from times
past. The latter is a completely
unsatisfactory decision being
forced upon us.

Rodney Sipthorp, Cowes

Party house complaints

I read with interest your article
in the Advertiser (March 26,
2025) “Is enough being done
to protect residents from party
houses”?

I can empathise. The house
next door to me is used by the
owners every school holiday
and by holiday-makers at other
times. At times there are up to
five cars parked in the drive-
way and on the nature strip.
The children are screamers
and yellers. There is a constant
thump of basketballs in their
front driveway, directly op-
posite my bedroom window. I
work from home, and there is
no respite for me. The noise is
unrelenting all day and past
9pm.

Last year I contacted council
and received a response, ask-
ing me to keep records, and
record the noise. I was told a
letter would be sent to the own-
ers. Whether it was or wasn'’t
clearly made no difference, as
the behaviour continued un-

changed.

This year I kept records and
forwarded recordings to coun-
cil, only to be told it is not their
problem and I should call the
police.

The house opposite me is
also a holiday rental. When the
owner’s daughter comes down
with her friends, their party
time goes all day and past mid-
night. Once when police ar-
rived at 12.20am on a Thursday
morning, I was then berated by
her father. He reminded me I
live in a holiday resort and as
his house is a holiday rental he
has no control over what his
guests do. How does one rea-
son with this attitude?

I was dumbfounded to read
in your article “.. Council in-
vestigates all short-stay rental
accommodation = compliance
requests to achieve compliance
outcomes ...”. In my case that is
not the truth as the response I
received this year was to sug-
gest “discussing the matter
directly with your neighbours
and, if necessary, reporting the
anti-social behaviour to the po-
lice for further action.”

I am not going to discuss
anything anymore with my
neighbours as I have already
received abuse and sarcastic
comments. But what do I do?
And may I ask, what is council
there for except to take rate-
payers’ money?

Irene Forsyte, Cowes

Bass Coast College

bus shortage

The first school term is nearly
over and the Bass Coast Col-
lege Bus shortage still hasn’t
been resolved. I'm a parent
with a child attending the San
Remo campus. Like everyone I
know, I need to work. This be-
comes impossible when I need
to do an 8.45am drop off and a
3.30pm pick up. These are not
business hours.

The bus shortage is impact-
ing everyone, overcrowded
buses, kids waiting extended
periods of time for the bus to
come back and do a second
trip and a whole lot of kids who
don’t even have a spot.

This feels like another fail-
ing of the public school system
and the Department of Educa-
tion. How hard is it to order the
right number of buses?

Blythe McAuley, Cowes

Rehabilitation
of Scenic Drive

I am staggered at the decision
by this council to return Scenic
Drive to gravel. The road, orig-
inally treated with dust sup-
pressant material in 2005, has
been permitted to deteriorate
ever since. Band aid approach-
es from the council has been
the normal response to resolv-
ing road maintenance and at-
tending to potholes ever since.
Prior 2005, the gravel road
was in disrepair, rigid corru-
gations, potholes aplenty and
plumes of dust through the
summer months. The dust sup-
pressant treatment was a wel-
come move forward for a road
surface. Ever since though, it
has been poorly maintained.
The council’s decision to
return to gravel reflects anti-
quated, backward thinking.
The bottom line is any road re-
quires maintenance. Surely, at
this stage, the most construc-

tive method of maintenance
would be to prepare the road
and resurface with the dust
suppressant material.

Current date for full road
construction is 2068. A coun-
cil letter to residents states:
“minimum community support
required for the project to be
reprioritised is 50 percent or
greater ... from the property
owners affected. This should
be in the form of a petition
signed by affected property
owners and presented to Coun-
cil for consideration”.

What a lack of respect and
consideration for those impact-
ed by council’s decision. They
could not set up an online sur-
vey for those impacted to ex-
press their concerns and then
tabulate results?

Such poor management and
lack of responsibility from an
elected council.

May commonsense prevail
and the road surface be pre-
pared and resurfaced in a new
dust suppressant surface (not
just for Scenic Drive, but the
whole Koala Estate). We do not
want a return to the corrugat-
ed, billowing summer plumes
of dust from times past.

Jenny Sipthorp, Cowes

Praise for Nature Parks

The letters page in the Adver-
tiser is usually dominated by
writers who are complaining
about something.

In order to balance all the
negative comments, I would
like to thank PINP for greatly
improving the walking/cycling
tracks from Oswin Roberts Re-
serve to Rhyll. The tracks now
have much better surfaces that
particularly suit cycles and
make them much safer to share
with walkers. The new track
that by-passes the boardwalk
along the mangroves is very
sensible because the board-
walk is too narrow for both cy-
clists and walkers.

Nigel Hungerford, Ventnor

Thank you

I thank you for publishing my
letter in the March 26 edition
where I criticised Cr Ron Bauer
and his text message response
to my concern about the Park
Lane, Cowes rehabilitation to a
gravel surface and the related
story in the same issue.

I'm glad your reporter was
able to get a response from the
councillor; however, I question,
how can the councillor “log
Darren’s concerns with shire
officers” when he has not spo-
ken to me or had meaningful
correspondence regarding my
concerns?

I was totally unaware that
the councillor took this ac-
tion until I read it in this pa-
per. Why couldn’t the council-
lor call me and inform me of
this or at the very least text
message this response? I'm
sorry, but I must question,
how does Cr Ron Bauer repre-
sent our community’s interests
without communication? Is
Cr Ron Bauer worthy to be
our elected representative in
council?

Darren Murphy, Cowes

What use are councillors?

Following a reply from council
regarding an official complaint
that I lodged in February 2025,
I sent an email prior to our

three island ward councillors
Tim O’Brien, Tracy Bell, Ron
Bauer and the mayor, Rochelle
Halstead, to notify those coun-
cillors that answers to council
question time are far from sat-
isfactory with omissions and
errors in answers and council
minutes even though the CEO
to similar questions, twice stat-
ed “it is in the minutes of the
meeting”.

It is now almost three weeks
and I have still not received an
acknowledgement to the email
sent to councillors. Questions
arise, did the councillors re-
ceive the email and ignore re-
sponding, or is it that my emails
to councillors were blocked by
council senior officers as has
been suggested previously by a
number of ratepayers. Blocked
communication is not a phrase
council will admit to and I be-
lieve, against the telecommuni-
cations act.

Previously when council
stopped communication to
some ratepayers opposed to
the contentious Sunderland
Bay Surf Beach Special Charge
Scheme, the word triaged was
used by council. Sounds like
we are in a war, which we are,
for honesty, transparency and
accountability from this coun-
cil, not disinformation, spin
and glossy reports. It is not the
first time I have had an email
ignored by Bass Coast Shire
Council. Approximately 18
months ago the CEO failed to
reply to a question from me re-
garding questions on the how
to vote form for the Sunderland
Bay Surf Beach Special Charge
Scheme. It was only after in-
tervention from the Victorian
Ombudsman that I received a
reply, one month after voting
closed.

Not good enough BCSC.
Councillors at the March Coun-
cil Meeting unanimously ac-
cepted the minutes of the previ-
ous meeting even though there
were errors in the minutes.
We need the councillors to ask
questions of senior council of-
ficers and seek more detailed
information not rubber stamp
everything that they are told
by council officers. It is time
to represent your ratepayers,
councillors, and answer your
ratepayers’ questions.

Philip Davy, Surf Beach

Vote no to nukes

Isn’t this one of the biggest
pieces of disinformation? But
it’s from lips of Peter Dutton,
aspiring PM. Surely both nukes
and renewables presumes infi-
nite capital? How cute is this?

As well as being massive
cost, nukes are long term
build cycle, very long term.
So doesn’t that mean forced
flow of big proportion of capi-
tal, for a decade or two, to
complete nukes, so that some
return on capital might be ac-
complished.

Some folks might contend
no worries, for one or two or...
but they want seven of them.

Of course it’s easy to dismiss
maintaining funding to renew-
able projects because aren’t
they still viable if 10, 20, 30, 40
per cent short of completion?

Isn’t it too dangerous to even
begin construction of nukes?

On the driest continent on
the planet, each 1600MW nuke
would consume water at 2000

litres per second, so if you
don’t know, (or not 100 per cent
sure), vote No Nukes.

Bernie McComb, Cowes

Dust disturbing

As a permanent resident in
Outlook Drive Cowes, I re-
ceived a disturbing letter from
Bass Coast Shire Council re-
garding proposed changes to
the road surface.

Our sealed road will be
ripped up, replaced with
crushed rock, a significant
downgrade of council services.
This will impact locals aesthet-
ically, financially and personal
safety.

The existing road is rela-
tively stable requiring minimal
maintenance from time to time.
To rip up this surface up and
lay crushed rock will reduce
the value and saleability of my
property. A crushed rock sur-
face will disappear into mud
during winter and become a
muddy mess. In summer the
road will be a dust bowl and
dust clouds will coat our prop-
erties.

It is unreasonable that coun-
cil reduce our services while
constantly increasing our
rates.

I am, as are others, disap-
pointed with the proposal. We
all use these roads for dog
walking and our own personal
exercise routine. Most of the lo-
cals are of advanced age. I am
76, and does council expect us
to traverse unmade roads that
cause a problem for walking,
to say nothing of the dust and
muck we will inhale as cars
pass by. The risk of falls and
substantial injury is signifi-
cantly increased as a result of
walking on an unstable sur-
face. Walking on a sealed road
provides a level of security and
peace of mind. We don’t have
many footpaths.

Having lived in Outlook
Drive for 25 years I have seen
what unsealed roads are like.
I had hoped the roads would
be sealed because of the win-
ter muck and summer dust. I
wondered then what inhaling
this dust is doing to my lungs.
When a firm surface for dust
reduction was finally complet-
ed it was a pleasure to walk
these roads and not having to
hose down my house regularly.
Actually, a sealed road is a wa-
ter saver.

I respectfully ask council to
revise their decision.

If this were to go ahead, I
would expect a substantial re-
duction in rates to help cover
the drop in my property value.

Martin Saunders, Cowes

All letters are published
at the discretion of the
editor. Letters may be
edited for length, grammar
or legal reasons. Priority
will be given to current
local issues and events.
All letters must include
the author’s full name and

address (only the name and

location will be printed).




ACCOMODATION

RANFURLIE BED
& BREAKFAST

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night
including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

HOME

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry
Self-Service
NEW: Linen Service Available!

pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes,

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF >
! y y 2nd Floor, above M&O Café

with the CODE: LOCAL15

° 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes (‘ 0359521488

COWESBOAT &0 )", "4 0=

CARAVANRVSTORAGE SELF

STORAGE

! Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 5952 2799

FURNITURE OUTLET
YOUR FURNITURE SHOP

+Beds - Mattresses
+Sofas «Lounges
+ Dining -« Tables - Chairs
+ Office +TV :Outdoor

PHONE RON 0419 335 985

sales@furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

153 Thompson Ave., Cowes (near Ampol Servo)
www.furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

Melaleuca Lodge
Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED

1 Watchorn Road, COWES
(off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

JD04301AA

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

www.pisra.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

LEISURE

OPEN 7 DAYS from 10am
1805 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes
Ph: 03 5952 2283
amazenthings.com.au

FUN | MAGIC | ADVENTURE

See more
& SAVE
with a
3 PARKS
PASS

Penguin Parade, Churchill Island,
Koala Conservation Reserve

Wildlifecon

cruises

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling

& Entertainment
Centre

91-97 Settlement Rd,
5952 3977

Cowes

Call 1800 247 669

thecentrecowes
@hotmail.com

Venue for Hire

1300 OURCAB (687222)

SouthCoastTaxi

AUTOMOTIVE

7Y sevicecenre |

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settiement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

1
\\\\ ’ :l 4
o
Q ~

TYRE

Seg, o
Vige ¢t HELLO@PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU
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BEAUTY

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

LKO0415AA

BARBER

FINANCE

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

For all your refinancing or home loan
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.
Gabriel Caffieri - Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffieri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

vvseéroar

FOOD & DRINK

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au | 03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS
ON THE ISLAND”

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO!

ORDERS 5907 6796

RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

COMPUTER SERVICES

PRINTITFASTS

San Remo | 5952 5379 Shop Local

www.printitfast.com.au PRINT LOCAL

MEDICAL

MYOTHERAPY/MASSAGE/REIKI
Available from Aromanurture
Myotherapy Clinic in Wimbledon

Heights. HiCaps Claiming
$95 per hour / $55 / half hour
Contact Susie Neal 0402 557 237

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8-10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:
8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910

to make an appointment!

Handlex(%Anderson
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Locally owned and operated by
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

0448 602 005

www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

REAL ESTATE

Selling more properties
on Phillip Island than

any other agency

59522799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701
1

ALEX SCOTT

AND STAFF Ect.1886

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes
59522633 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE
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AIR CONDITIONING

BLINDS/AWNINGS

Hrvsings ||||’

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Mobile Showroom

LK00027AA

CONDITIONING

‘ MITSUBISHI
A7\ ELECTRIC
DIAMOND DEALER

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION,
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi

0400 001 465

citytocoastair.com

AIR CONDITIONING

BLINDS/AWNINGS

0418-965-140

SEPRIT SHADE

Internal Blinds
SOLUTIONS

Aluminium Shutters

BUILDER

P"DAIKIN

035678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING
@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning
coastal_refrig_and_aircon

AUS51426

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller

PIC. 43216
L109866 REC26099

BLINDS & CARPET

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

(. 0359521488

9 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

ADVERTISING

N\

Constructions

SPECIALISTS IN:

CABINET MAKER

CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

 Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry

* Commercial - domestic
* Rental bond specialists ¢ Fast, efficient service

0415106 443

islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

Island Flue
Cleaning

e CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
* NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

0488 522 950 5956 6888

richandi@hotmail.com RICHIE & DI LAING

CONCRETER

Matt Burgess 0405 533 456

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

* Exposed aggregate paving
« Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
» House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103 :
Mob: 0418 560 202

CONCRETER

DECKS & VERANDAHS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

ISLAND
DECKS

VV6S000X41

John Johnston 0414 714 179

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS

MARK: 0418 105 262

vvyeseerodr

EARTHMOVING

* SITE CUTS - SITE CLEANS
* DEMOLITION <+ LANDSCAPING
* RETAINING WALLS

0400 633 030 ¥

EARTHMOVING

yyrSevodr

JOINERY SMOOTH

RECYCLED TIMBER CABINETRY
KITCHEN'S
INSTALLATION SERVICE
TRADITONAL SAUNA’S
BESPOKE DESIGN

0457 239 600
MITCH.JOINERYSMOOTH@GMAIL.COM
WWW.JOINERYSMOOTH.COM.AU

JOINERYSMOOTHE

ACN 672 446 769 J

CARPENTER

TIIVI NNIEVWIVIANI

LKOO045AA

CONCRETING
* Exposed aggregate ® House slabs
¢ Driveways ® Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
e All concreting needs

Tel/Fax 5956 8791

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

0o4q19 312 805

CONCRETER

AN

CARPENTRY
—— Est1g82 ——

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs
Window Replacement | Decks

John 0447 975 626

JD03567AA

LKOO034AA

Luke Hinrichs

Phillip Island & surrounding areas since 1999

CAR REMOVAL

BASS COAST
CAR REMOVALS

Unwanted cars removed free

CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

Call Shane
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616

DECK RESTORATION

P
with DeckSeal!

JO02676AA,

EARTHWORKS

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Free quote / consultation
Experienced local business
Innovative solutions

Quality workmanship
Transparent communication
o Full compliance / insurance
o Tight access specialists

Excavations °
Demolitions :
Drive/Pathways .
Retaining walls  *
Spoil removal

* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *
em: mkearthworksegmail.com

ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

ELECTRICIAN

REC:29004

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
SAN REMO & PHILLIP ISLAND

i

vvv9zsoar

Ground Swell Electrical

TRUSTED FULLY LICE
A-GRADE ELECTRIC
NEW BUILDS AND REN

, OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au
www.deckseal.com.au

SWITCHBOARD UP R%
POWER AND LIGHTING SOLUTIONS

AND MUCH MORE

CONTACT JACK TODAY

0431 296 703

GROUNDSWELLELECTRICAL@OUTLOOK.COM
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EARTHMOVING

LANDSCAPING AND DESIGN

MARINE MECHANIC

RESTUMPING

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Rubbish removal

0418 372 399

Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Qaqg- Skip Hire
+ Earth works

ELECTRICIAN
JACKSON ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING
« Reliable & fully insured « All types of
. . electrical services
« Split system installers

« Air conditioning sales
and service

« TV Antenna & data
CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667

CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834

« Free quotes
« Hot water systems
« Ovens and cooktops

JO02421AA

*kk g***

TOPWATER MARINE
0402 761 692
« Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs
« Accessory Installations and electrical work
« Trailer servicing and modifications
« Anchor winches  « Boat detailing « Insurance work

www.topwatermarine.com.au | info@topwatermarine.com.au

64 Dixon street, Inverloch

JDO01490AA

KEANE & SON

House Restumping & Levelling

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995

LKO0290AA

PAINTER/DECORATOR

RESTUMPING

SHANE FENEC

Painting & Decorating
Quality Tradesman

New homes . Renovations. Re-paints »
Free Quotes

0419 523 299

N\

RESTUMPING &
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,
House Raising & Repacking,
all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788

Licence DBL24625

GARAGE DOORS

ROOFING

LAWN MOWING PLASTERING
o tomroving WL
For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping & WONTHAGGIplaster

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

0411175 957

LKOO020AA

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
wonthaggiplaster.com.au

CEMINTEL

AAAAA

SOUTHERN
METAYROGCEING

Metal Roofing Specialists

* Metal Wall Cladding © Domestic & Commercial
* New Installation & Renewals * Maintenance
* Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes © Aluminium Gutter Guard
30 Years Experience

M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

JDO5010AA

GAS SUPPLIERS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

A
Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright

Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LKOO040AA

GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

Phil’s Mowing
and Lawn care

0408 559 408
Prompt Honest Reliable

Servicin% Phillip Island and Surrounding Areas

From San Remo to Cowes, Wonthaggi to Grantville

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan

PIC No. 26296

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching
or just not sliding properly?

© Timber & Aluminium € Security Doors

LKOO014AA

Sliding Doors © Track & Roller
© Bi Fold Doors Replacements
© Cavity Doors © Screen Replacements

PLUMBING

€ Wardrobe Doors © New Locks Fitted

And Much More

L
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

JD5840

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
WWW.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE .ic# 44

Now Servicing Phillip Island

Ph 0438 538 244

info(@asdrm.com.au
www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

LKOO015AA

HANDYMAN

MOTORCYCLE REPAIR

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE

Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small
Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495

www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies.
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi
(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

vversroqr

Also Servicing Melbourne
& Gippsland Regions
*Breakdowns *Flat Tyres *Race Tracks
*Shows & Events *Dealer Deliveries *Auctions
*Local & Interstate *Group Discounts
*Show Bike Specialists

motorcycletow.com.au 0431 655 749

PLUMBING

Same Day
Plumbing BVt
Service Brothers

Lic 43482

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLUMBING

REINABIFERRIEUIVM BER

Fast Response at an honest price

© NO CALL OUT FEE

e Leaking taps & toilets

 Hot water systems replaced
o Vanities & water

o Filters installed

e Gas fitting

e General plumbing

Tappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vic. no. 119269

@%&

0403 116 435

SOLAR

JOO01399AA

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

1300534 110 __

ADVERTISING

LKOO0044AA
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CLASSIFIEDS

SEEK, BUY AND SELL

DEATHS

BURNS, Kevin:

RIP

Passed away 22nd

March 2025, at

The Friendly Hospital

at Bunderberg.

Condolences to Judith,
Steven, Andrew and

their families.

Fondest Memories.

Elaine and Sarah

Assistant Centre
Manager position

10 hours per week

: Support the Centre Manager and

TAYLOR,

Peter Albert John:
30.8.1925 - 25.3.2025

Passed away peacefully
with family present.

Loved and loving
husband of the late
Estella Louise Taylor
(nee Weaver) (dec.).

Loved Father and father-
in-law of Cathy and

Mark, Hilary, Martin

Jo, Ruth and Ronny (dec),

Paul and Irene.

assist in the effective daily operations
of the Centre

Applications and enquiries including
requests for the Position Description to:

David Rooks
0400 650 655
manager@pical.org.au

and

HOUSEKEEPER

Loving Grandpop Casual Position
and Great Grandpop . i
to many. Experience preferred but not essential

Awonderful long life,

well lived.

We love you always in

our heart.

FUNERALS

TAYLOR:

The Funeral Service for
Mr. Peter Taylor will

be held at

Handley & Anderson
Chapel, 3085 Loch-
Wonthaggi Road,

Wonthaggi.

on NEXT THURSDAY

(April 10, 2025)
commencing at
11:00am.

A Private Cremation

will follow.

Handley(%Anderson

- just a good attitude.

On the job training will be a major part
of the job from the beginning.

5 to 12 hours/week mainly on Friday,
some Saturday work may also be required
once proficient.

Heidi & Stuart Hawking, Resort Managers
Island Breeze Resort
Cowes. Vic. 3922
Tel: 03 5952 2188 | Mob: 0417 364 876
Email: islandbreeze®holidayconcepts.com.au

Applications close on Thursday April 17.

SITUATIONS VACANT

vy 1z50ar

yv9os£gvoar

NEWS

HEALTH

Secondary students could win
a $50 gift card by creating their
own campaigns that promote a
smoke and vape-free future for
everyone.

The South Coast Prevention
Team is running the South Coast
Smoke and Vape-Free School
Challenge. The challenge encour-
ages Year 7 and 8 students to take
on the role of community health
researchers to create innovative
and engaging campaigns.

The South Coast Prevention
Team is the combined health
promotion workforce of Bass
Coast Health, Gippsland South-

FOLLOW US
FOR MORE NEWS

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER
(£]o]J o]

ern Health Service and South
Gippsland Hospital.

Acting Prevention Manager
Beth Allan says, “Student cam-
paigns could advocate for more
smoke and vape-free areas in pub-
lic spaces, or promote the benefits
of not vaping for individuals, the
community or the environment”.

“They could also advocate
for a new school or community
smoke and vape-free policy, or
showcase a range of services
that can support people to quit
smoking and vaping.”

Secondary teachers in Bass
Coast and South Gippsland
shires (South Coast) are invit-
ed to get students involved in
the challenge by making the
creation of student-led cam-
paigns part of the school cur-
riculum. The challenge could
be implemented across curricu-
lum areas including health and
physical education, science, lit-
eracy, civics and citizenship and
media arts.

“Students could present their
campaigns through video, post-
ers, social media posts, advocacy
letters or any means they feel
will best reach their target audi-
ence,” Ms Allan said.

Teachers are encouraged to
utilise Quit Victoria’s Seeing
Through the Haze education

BUSINESS GUIDE

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

STORAGE

TREE SERVICES

TREE CARE

Secondary students can help promote the benefits of smoke and vape-free environments by raising awareness among their
peers and the wider community, through the South Coast Smoke and Vape-Free School Challenge.

Join the South Coast Smoke
and Vape-Free School Challenge

resources, which can help to
equip students with the critical
thinking skills to create change
for a smoke and vape-free fu-
ture. Health Promotion Officers
from the South Coast Prevention
Team are available to visit class-
rooms to support students to de-
velop their campaigns.

The challenge is open to all
secondary schools in the South
Coast. It opens on Tuesday April
22 (start of Term 2) and closes
on Friday September 19 (end of
Term 3). The winning campaigns
will be selected by a judging pan-
el of representatives from Bass
Coast Health, Gippsland South-
ern Health Service and South
Gippsland Hospital.

For questions about the chal-
lenge or to get involved please
contact the South Coast Preven-
tion Team on 0438 057 040, email
prevention@basscoasthealth.
org.au or visit www.southcoast-
prevention.org.au/education-
settings/schools

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging

o Tree Removal

LKO0023AA

e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing

e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

cashaun 0423 910 554

land Security Monitoring
cure On Site Manager SL Tree Care
orage 24hr/7 day access NO JOB TOO SMALL
® Qualified e Storm Damage Qualified Arborist with

e Garden Maintenance

LKO0042AA

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

BASS COAST

MANAGEMENT

EOGTRAFFIC.COM.AU
5900 2932
projects@eventopsgroup.com.au

TREE SERVICES

15 years experience and
committed to maintain the
health, safety and beauty
of your trees ensuring they
thrive and enhance your
home. Servicing Phillip
Island and surrounds.

Specialising in Pruning &

Hazardous Tree Removals

Habitat Trees
Cable Bracing
Qualified Arborist
Mulch & Firewood Sales

0484 776 399

JD04860AA

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

DOMESTIC

Ph: 5672 2056

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

WINDOW CLEANING

Storm Damage
Stump Grinding
Fully Insured

We promise sparkling
windows every time!

PREMIER WINDOW

Discouns
apply for
Pensioners

CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com




SPORT

Phillip Island’s Harry de Roth (left) was runner up in the final round of the Open
State Championship, with Lucas Hickson taking out the title in big waves at Phil-

lip Island on March 23.

Victoria State Champion

SURFING

The Mornington Peninsula’s Lu-
cas Hickson has been crowned
Open State Champion for 2025
after being victorious at the fi-
nal round of the Victorian Open
Titles on Phillip Island.

Phillip Island’s Harry de Roth
took out second place in the final
round.

Held in pumping large waves
at Cape Woolamai, the event saw
massive scores and turns over
the day.

Throughout the day, it was
local surfer Harry de Roth who
was the surfer to beat, consis-
tently posting the highest scores
in all of his heats including the
highest heat total of the day in
his Semi Final (a 16.43 heat to-
tal).

However in the final, de Roth
was unable to find a strong

enough backup score for his heat
leading 7.50 and it was Hickson
who was able to take the win.

Steve Noble (Cape Paterson)
finished in third with Nalu Be-
lyea (Jan Juc) in fourth.

Hickson will now also claim a
position in the Rip Curl Pro Trials
giving him a shot at the Victorian
wildcard into the main event.

Unfortunately due to deterio-
rating and unsafe conditions, the
women’s final was postponed
and ran in conjunction with the
Junior Surfing Titles at Gunna-
matta on the weekend.

Phillip Island’s Sophie Fletch-
er made it through to the final,
but was unable to compete on the
rescheduled date, due to com-
mitments that saw her leave for
overseas.

Full results are available via
www.liveheats.com/surfingvic-
toria

Nail-biting Round 4 matches

DARTS

The Phillip Island and District
Darts League served up an elec-
trifying Round 4 last week.

The Storm team finally roared
to life, chalking up their first win
of the season with a 6-1 victory
over Riverboys.

Aulin continued their streak
by sweeping the Mustangs 7-0,
while Vikings proved to be too
strong for Deadly Darts, also de-
livering a flawless 7-0 win.

However, the drama did not
stop there.

Joe’s Hornets barely held off
Dart Vaders in a 4-3 match.

But the most jaw-dropping
showdown came from Mirimar,
who staged a comeback from 0-3
against Breakers in which they
rolled through the last team leg to
secure a 4-3 victory.

The ladder is taking shape,
with Aulin two points clear on
top, while the next five teams are
on the same points.

Congratulations to Tony Duff who took
home the San Remo Butchers meat tray.

The evening was not just about
darts, Duffy (Tony Duff) cele-
brated a win of a different kind,
clinching the San Remo Butchers
meat tray raffle.

With Round 5 just around the
corner, the league gears up for
another series of quality matches.

Euchre results

Ladies’ winner: Kay with five
wins. Men’s winner: John K.
with six wins.

Encouragement award: Ken.

The club were pleased with
another good turnout.

Attendance numbers are at
an all-time high.
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Island juniors in hunt for titles

SURFING

Congratulations to island surfers
Evie Lutz, Savannah Bennett, An-
gus Kennedy and Scarlett Rennie,
as well as Lillian Bassed and Rye
Cicero (Sandy Point) and Inver-
loch’s Arch Rayner who finished in
the top four in their respective divi-
sions at Round 2 of the Victorian Ju-
nior Surfing Titles on the weekend
at Gunnamatta.

Organisers said day one of the
competition saw standout perfor-
mances across the board.

Cowes surfer Angus Kennedy
was praised for his performance on
day one, which included an excel-
lent 8-point ride. Angus ended up
taking out third spot in the Under 16
boys, with Arch Rayner in fourth.

Lillian Bassed placed fourth in
the Under 18 girls, with Rye Cicero
taking third place in the boys.

In the Under 16 girls competition
Evie Lutz came third, with Savan-
nah Bennet in fourth place, while
Scarlett Rennie took out third in the
Under 14 girls.

With the final stop of the series
set to take place at Phillip Island
later this year, the stage is set for
an exciting conclusion to the 2024
No Txt No Wrecks Victorian Junior
Surfing Titles.

In the Under 16 girls competition Phillip Island surfers Evie Lutz came third
(second left), with Savannah Bennet (second right) in fourth place, behind
Rose Holland (1st) and Chloe Muscroft (Znd).

Angus Kennedy (centre) came third in the Under 16 bays, with Inverloch’s Arch
Raynor in fourth. The event was won by George Everist with Kato Mogi in second.

Andy McHenry took out victory in the
Open Men's category at PIBC's Long-
board 4 competition over the weekend.
Photo: Craig Anderson.

Ebony Maier, winner in the Open
Women'’s category during the week-
end’s Longboard 4 competition. Photo:
Craig Anderson.

Natalie Van Der Heyden took out first
place in the Mixed Style Masters 45+
Photo: Craig Anderson.

Final longboard comp wraps in style

SURFING

The fourth and final longboard
round of the 2024/25 season for
the Phillip Island Boardriders
Club (PIBC) went down in style
on Saturday, March 29 with
Right Point delivering fun waves
and classic longboard conditions.

Competitors of all ages
brought big energy, smooth surf-
ing and plenty of stoke to the
iconic break as the club wrapped

up a memorable season of long-
boarding.

The club gave a special shou-
tout to PIBC Longboard Coordi-
nator Nala Taylor for her tireless
work coordinating the longboard
series all season, and to her sup-
port team and the many volun-
teers who assisted all through the
season.

While the longboard com-
petition season has officially
wrapped, the overall champions

for 2024/25 will be crowned at
the highly anticipated PIBC Pre-
sentation Ball in October.

Thanks go out to the gener-
ous sponsors of Longboard 4: Rip
Curl Phillip Island, Carly Meade
Creative, Creatures of Leisure,
Otis Eyewear and Sophie Fletch-
er Designs.

Thanks also to photographers
Craig Anderson and Bryden
Banks who captured the surfing
from the headland.

Division Lawn Bowls for Cowes students

BOWLS

On Friday March 28 students
from Cowes Primary School
competed in the Division Lawn
Bowls event held at the Phillip
Island Bowling Club in Cowes.

They competed against sev-
eral schools from around the
district including Newhaven
College, Powlett River Primary
School, Our Lady Star of the Sea
and Loch Primary School.

Cowes Primary School en-
tered three teams of 12 into the
event.

Each team played three pool
games throughout the day, with
the winning teams from each
pool playing off in a final.

Cowes 1 managed to finish at
the top of their pool and Cowes 2
finished on top in theirs.

In a closely contested final,
the Cowes 1 team came out even-
tual winners (10 shots to five).

Cowes Primary students Frankie, Isla, Amelia and Keyah alongside Phillip Island

Bowling Club members Dottie and John.

One team from Cowes Pri-
mary School will now go on to
compete at the regional final to
be held in Traralgon in Term 4.

They give a special thanks
to the volunteers at the Phillip
Island Bowling Club who assist

each week, teaching and coach-
ing students how to play bowls
and help with the running of the
event.

The Phillip Island Bowling
Club is instrumental in the suc-
cess of this program.
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Six island players selected
for Gippsland Power

FOOTBALL

Six players from the Phil-
lip Island Football Netball
Club (PIFNC) have been
selected in the Gippsland
Power squads for the up-
coming football season.

Yianni Caffieri, Finn
O’Brien and Zac Walker
all made the final cut for
the under-18s squad, with
Ruby Kent-Ford and Gem-
ma Fischer (U16 girls) and
Charlie Fischer (U16 boys)
also representing PIFNC
in the highly-competitive
Gippsland Power.

Gippsland Power teams
compete in the Coates Tal-
ent League against other
representative clubs com-
prised of the state’s best
young footballers.

AFL talent scouts
closely monitor the un-
der-18 competition, with
seven players from the
Gippsland Power being
drafted to the AFL and
AFLW last year.

Yianni and Zac have
been playing with the PIF-
NC their entire football ca-
reers, while Finn started
at the club when he was 10
years old.

All three of the under-18
Gippsland Power repre-
sentatives are defenders
and were selected from a
group of “well over” 100
players.

“It’ll be going off the
charts down there hope-
fully,” Zac said.

For Finn O’Brien it is
his second year playing in
the under-18 team, having
been selected last year as
a bottom age player.

After playing several
games early last season,
Finn said he was “defi-
nitely” going into this year
with added confidence
and experience.

“Just (having that) con-
fidence within the group
and backing myself ... hav-
ing a bit more experience
at that level and how fast
paced it is, will hopefully
make this year more suc-
cessful,” Finn said.

The Newhaven Col-
lege student said his key
strengths were his running
capacity, along with his ball
skills and decision making.

Yianni Caffieri initially
missed out on making the
Gippsland Power as an un-
derage player last year but
was called up for a game
late in the season after a
string of stellar perfor-
mances with the PIFNC
Seniors.

Yianni, who is also at
Newhaven College, said
he learned a lot playing
with the PIFNC Seniors
last year.

“Compared to the 18s,
you learn so much more
just playing with bigger
bodies ... and smarter foot-
ballers who can teach you
a lot,” Yianni said.

“Sometimes if you play
you can feel lost, but this

pre-season I felt like I was
there, I knew what was go-
ing on and I could put my-
self in better positions.”

Hard work

The path for Zac Walker
has been different, with
the ex-Bass Coast College
student being the only
over-age player selected
on the team.

After finishing school
last year, the 19-year-
old started an AFL
SportsReady Traineeship
at Newhaven College.

Zac said it was “pretty
shattering” to not make
the Gippsland Power last
year, but Cam Pedersen
(PIFNC Head Coach) and
the Bulldogs kept him pos-
itive about working hard
and improving his game.

“It would’ve been pretty
easy to drop my head and
just give up on all that stuff
.. but it was such a good
support from Cam ... know-
ing that I could get seen at
a local senior football level
and was then fortunate to
get called back by Rhett
McClennan (Gippsland
Power head coach).”

Speaking to Rookie Me
Central, Rhett McClennan
said Zac had “worked on
his game really, really well
and his performance in
pre-season was too good
to pass up”.

“So he’s probably going
to be one of our intercept
defenders this year.”

SPORT

Running festival picks up speed

RUNNING

The Inverloch Running
Festival in March attracted
over 1000 competitors over
two days.

Organisers were thrilled
with the turn out for the
newly established event,
with runners competing in
2km and 10km events on
day one, followed the next
day by half and full mara-
thons.

The event atmosphere
was bolstered by live music
and food vans, with many
locals signing up for the
challenge.

Bass Coast’s Bill Barry
won the 10km and other no-

The new Inverloch Running Festival in March attracted over 1000
competitors. More photos at pisra.com.au/sport

table local competitors in-
cluded Tony O’Connell who
competed in the Sunday
half marathon, and James
Mahood from Coronet Bay.

Tony is also the run di-
rector at Inverloch park-
run and an ambassador for
parkrun Australia.

www.inverloch.run

BOAT SERVICING!! FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY

Phillip Island and San Remo areas
Call 0359 569238 NOW to book in

HUGE STACER STOCK RUNOUT

HUGE SAVINGS on all Stacer / Mercury Packages
Runabouts, BowRiders, Tinnies and more IN STOCK NOW!
14 BEACH RD, RHYLL PHILLIP ISLAND

vvosgzoar

Heartbreak for A Grade Sharks

CRICKET

It was heartbreak for the Island A Grade
Sharks over the weekend who missed
out on taking their fourth consecutive
premiership by a solitary wicket.

Sent into bat on a sticky wicket, the
Sharks immediately found themselves
on the back foot after losing semi-final
hero Lochie Cleeland and opening part-
ner Kurt Lane in the first two overs.

A salvage mission was needed as Bro-
die Johnston and Daniel Mock combined
to rescue the innings.

With a patient start and some counter
punching strokes, the score moved past
50 before Mock (25) was sharply caught
in the slips.

A middle order collapse ensued as the
Sharks slumped to seven for 76.

Throughout this, Johnston remained
at the crease along with the arrival of
the dogged Tim Niven - the Sharks re-
mained hopeful for a competitive score.

The two dug in and weathered the
storm before slowly etching the score
past three figures and beyond.

Some wonderful patience and stroke
play saw Johnston pass 50 and begin to
up the ante.

Unluckily Johnston was caught at
midwicket for 83 off a marathon 230
balls.

Zac Brown came and went as the
Sharks fell to 9/149.

George McCausland then joined Niv-
en as the pair added 22 more runs before
Tim was dismissed for a career best 37-
off-146 balls, taking the final score to 171.

For the Sharks, defending a below par
score was always going to be difficult on
a flat wicket, but the team had a knack of
grinding down sides throughout the sea-
son — and that’s exactly what they did.

Tim Niven, with the ball in hand,
struck early before a 60-run partnership
saw the Diggers move past 70.

Zac Brown’s off-spin craft drew a false
shot out of the batsman and the Sharks
found a breakthrough.

Consistent wickets by both Brown and
Max Royal (two for 51 off 24) along with
a runout to George McCausland saw the
Diggers on the ropes at six for 100.

Tom Niven was then brought on to
break the partnership and at seven for
140 the game was in the balance.

OMK Captain, Kobe Brann looked to
be guiding his team home, although the
match saw a late twist when he lost two
partners in two balls to Zac Brown who
finished with four for 62 off 20 overs.

But some courageous batting saw
Brann loft one over the fence before a
piercing shot through the field set the
Diggers victorious nine wickets down.

Whilst the Sharks fell agonisingly
short of premiership glory, they showed
incredible fight when they were down
and out throughout the match in what
will go down as one of the greatest grand
finals in LDCA history.

yvtizsoar
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Congratulations to last week’s winners (from left): Jim Nunan (L), Pat Wilkinson
(2), Tony Heppleston (S) and Frank D’Unienville (3).

Midweek at San Remo

BOWLS

The South West Gippsland Bowls
Group headed out to San Remo
last week for their regular mid-
week competition.

Fifty-six players were greeted
with great weather, great com-
pany and a great green.

John welcomed players while
Claire and David prepared the
teams.

Last week’s winners with
36 points: Jim Nunan (L), Pat
Wilkinson (2), Tony Heppleston
(S) and Frank D’Unienville (3).

Runners up with 35 points:

Vern Elliott (S), Elaine Williams
(L), Bev Elliott (3) and Peter Bor-
radale (2).

Best one game winners on 19
points: Richard Kerr (L), Jenny
Harding (2), David Talbot (3) and
Phil Wright (S).

The club thanks Mark behind
the bar (always a favourite for
many players), Gwen, Claire and
John in the kitchen, along with
Claire, David and John for pre-
paring teams.

This week the club is meeting
at Loch. Players are asked to ar-
rive on time as numbers are close
to full.

The Phillip Island Croquet Club held their annual Golf Croquet Championship last
weekend. Participants took part in various games in great weather conditions.

Annual Golf Croguet Championship

CROQUET

The Phillip Island Croquet Club
ran their annual Golf Croquet
Championship on March 29 and
30.

With great weather and nine
participants making for a hard-
fought competition, Greg Moran

was crowned champion after
winning all his games.

Club members assisted with
catering and the event was well
run by tournament manager,
Robert.

The club President, Claire
presented Greg with the win-
ner’s certificate.

Korrine and District Junior Finals

TENNIS

You couldn’t ask for better condi-
tions for the finals of the Korrine
and District Tennis Association
Junior Summer competition, held
on Saturday March 22.

The sun was shining and the
wind was a mere whisper as the
two top teams from each section
battled it out to determine the
overall winner of the 10-week
season. Inverloch hosted the Pen-
nant, Section 1 and Section 2 fi-
nals while Wonthaggi hosted the
Section 3, Section 4 and Section
5 finals.

Congratulations to all players
on the day for your efforts.

Results

Pennant: Westernport def Leon-
gatha Green.

Section 1: Phillip Island def Ko-
rumburra.

Section 2: Korumburra Blue def
Poowong.

Section 3: Inverloch Blue def
Phillip Island.

Section 4: Phillip Island White
def Inverloch.

Section 5: Westernport def Phil-
lip Island White.

Teams look forward to the Win-
ter Competition commencing on
May 10.
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RPIAC's final comp for season

FISHING

The final weekend-long angling
competition of the 2024/25 sea-
son held by the Rhyll-Phillip
Island Angling Club (RPIAC)
marked a thrilling conclusion to a
year of intense and exciting fish-
ing activities.

This twelfth and final event of
the season brought together sea-
soned anglers and enthusiastic
young fishers, all vying for the
coveted titles and prizes.

Commencing at the stroke of
midnight and starting on Satur-
day March 29, the weather prior
to daylight was mild with a gentle
northerly breeze, eerily calm and
conducive to fishing.

As a cloudy daylight emerged,
the wind turned to a southerly,
gradually picking up momen-
tum throughout the weekend and
peaking at the competition close
on Sunday at 5pm.

Hopes for claiming one of the
RPIAC Extraordinary Catch In-
centives faded and the members-
only competition weekend $1000
first-to-catch prizes for senior
competitors dried-up until next
season. The incentives up for
grabs were for eligible species
that equal or exceed the nomi-
nated weight and included: King
George whiting (1000g), snap-
per (10kg), gummy shark (20kg),
mulloway (25kg) and Kkingfish
(25kg).

The event officially closed at
5pm on Sunday, followed by the
announcement of the weekend’s
prize winners, and the Squdgies
and Junior Club Champions.

Results

A total of 24 eligible species and
one gamefish were weighed in,
showcasing a diverse range of
eligible species including snap-
per, King George whiting, tailor
and kingfish.

The weekend’s Squidgie
Mixed Bag competition wit-
nessed  strong  competition
among the young anglers.

Brothers Byron and Harley
Griffin finished tied for second
place, each weighing in one fish
worth 15 points.

However, it was Sage Nicolaci

Denver Firth was announced as the
RPIAC Junior Club Champion accu-
mulating a total of 8255 units for the
season.

who emerged victorious, weigh-
ing in two fish with a total of 30
points.

In the Junior Weight competi-
tion, Denver Firth shone brightly
by weighing in a 325g tailor, se-
curing him the prize.

Meanwhile, the Junior Points
competition was dominated by
Gus Fahnle who weighed in a
garfish worth 943 points (145g).

The Senior Weight and Senior
Points competitions witnessed
a remarkable clean sweep by
Brendan Garlepp and Carrianne
Peatey.

In the Weight competition,
Brendan and Carrianne each
caught impressive snappers
weighing 1420g and 520g.

Their success continued in the
Points competition, where they
each weighed in a King George
whiting. Brendan’s catch was
worth 1456 points (520g), while
Carrianne’s was worth 1148
points (410g).

The Shark competition and
the Squid/Cuttlefish competition
were uncontested, but the Game-
fish competition saw a familiar
victor.

James “Kingfish Whisperer”
Nicolaci once again claimed vic-
tory with a kingfish weighing a
clean 11,000g.

The final secret weight prize
was a delightful surprise, award-
ed to Len Bates for a King George
whiting weighing 230g, which
was closest to the secret weight
of 235g.

This weekend was also a spe-
cial occasion for the Squidgies

James “Kingfish Whisperer” Nicolaci
claimed victory in the Gamefish com-
petition again, this time with a Kingfish
at a clean weight of 11,000g.

(anglers aged nine and under)
and Juniors (anglers aged 10 to
16) as the season’s participation
awards and club champions were
announced.

The season-long Squidgie
Mixed Bag Points competition
was intense and runner-up By-
ron Griffin amassed a total of 385
points. The Squidgie Club Cham-
pion title was awarded to Harley
Griffin who edged out the compe-
tition with a total of 395 points, a
margin of just one fish.

The season-long Junior com-
petition also saw remarkable per-
formances.

Runner-up Thomas Grogan
earned an impressive 4774 units.

However, the Junior Club
Champion title was claimed
by reigning title-holder Denver
Firth, who accumulated a com-
manding total of 8255 units.

It was a great opportunity for
members to catch up, enjoy a
meal and to thank all volunteers
and the competition sponsors,
including Clip'n’Climb Cowes,
Bakers Delight Cowes, Jim’s Bait
and Tackle, and Phillip Island
Marine, ensuring the event was
an enormous success.

The RPIAC Senior Club
Champions will be announced at
the RPIAC Senior Presentation
Night function on April 12.

RPIAC welcome participants
in the next competition sea-
son, scheduled to commence in
Spring 2025.

For further information about
the club, events, competitions and
rules visit www.rpiac.com

Bass Coast MTR's inaugural Send It Session

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Bass Coast MTB’s inaugural
social gathering, the Send It
Session at the PBI Ride Farm
in Stony Creek was an absolute
hit, drawing a crowd of 100 MTB
enthusiasts for an adrenaline fu-
elled day.

With PBI Ride Farm’s famous
shuttle tractor and trailer in full
operation, more than 70 riders
geared up for an unforgettable
day making the event a resound-
ing success.

Blessed with perfect weather,
riders of all skill levels pushed
their limits and honed their
skills.

With such a fantastic turnout,
everyone is already looking for-

Bass Coast MTB recently held their inaugural social Send It Session in Stony
Creek. With more 100 attendees the day proved a resounding success.

ward to Bass Coast MTB’s next
social event.

However, the hot topic among
Bass Coast MTB enthusiasts is
the urgent need for the imple-
mentation of the Bass Coast
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Council’s BMX, Pump Track
and MTB Strategy.

Local mountain biking infra-
structure is desperately needed
in the region to host such events
within our own community.

PHILLIP
ISLAND
MARINE

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au
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SGB swimmers who will be competing at the Australian National Age and Open Championships in April (from back left): Coach Dylan Muir, Rahni Mathe-
son, Zac Shear, Miah Roberts, Cormac Flynn, Billy Fisher, Jarrah Tagell and Mostyn Lumsden. Front: Levi Jarret, Claudia Croatto, Gemma Cook, Maggie
Fisher, Georgia Perry and Isabella Lynch.

SGB gears up for National Championships

SWIMMING

It was a night of celebration last
Friday as 13 South Gippsland
Bass Swim Club (SGB) compet-
itors heading to the Australian
National Age and Open Cham-
pionships were presented with
their uniforms at a fundraising
night held at the Leongatha
RSL.

The team, a mix of returning
swimmers and several first tim-
ers, are headed to the Brisbane
Aquatic Centre for the competi-
tion kicking off on April 10.

The age and multi-class sec-
tions run until April 18, and the
open event takes place across
April 21 -24.

Coaches Dylan Muir and
Lorri McKenzie will be accom-
panying the squad, consisting
of Gemma Cook, Claudia Cro-
atto, Billy Fisher, Maggie Fish-
er, Cormac Flynn, Levi Jarrett,
Izzy Lynch, Mostyn Lumsden,
Rahni Matheson, Georgia Per-
ry, Miah Roberts, Zac Sherar
and Jarrah Tagell.

Coach Dylan is excited to be
in Brisbane saying,”I thinkit’s a
great pool to race in”.

“We have a lot of swim-
mers returning to Nationals
with experience from previous
years and are working hard to
improve from previous cam-
paigns.

“The first timers will face

some challenges as they get
settled, but they are a competi-
tive group that I believe will do
well.”

Coach Lorri said, “it’s such
an outlay for families (time and
money wise) to get their kids to
achieve the qualifying time and
amassive achievement to make
it to Nationals; only a small per-
centage make it during their
swimming career”.

“It’s a huge honour and privi-
lege to coach them at Nationals.

“My multi-class squad have
been training hard and now it’s
time to shine on the big stage.

“They have worked so hard
towards these dreams; I love
being there to see them come

true.”

For swimmer Levi Jarrett it
was a huge honour to receive
his national uniform.

“I am most excited to swim
in front of Australia and repre-
sent our club.

“I can’t wait to meet more
multi-class swimmers from all
over the nation.”

Maggie Fisher who is com-
peting for the first time said
“it’s very exciting.”

SGB is currently raising
money to assist the team. Any-
one interested in supporting
can contact the club by going
to their Facebook page for the
donation link (all donations are
tax deductible).

Champs

SWIMMING

On Sunday March 2, the South
Gippsland Swimming Associa-
tion hosted their final Champs
Day carnival at Leongatha.

Phillip Island Swimming
Club produced a great turn
out with approximately 25
swimmers participating.

This was the final opportu-
nity to obtain points towards
taking home the 2024/25 sea-
son shield.

Unfortunately, Phillip Is-
land placed third overall (after
Leongatha and Korumburra)
and were followed by Corner
Inlet clubs.

A highlight for the island
club was seeing many local
competitors take home SGSA
age champion medals — many
of whom are newly joined
swimmers.

This was a great achieve-
ment for them, their families
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A

Day carnival at Leongatha

Chelsea Parker and Isla Gallyott
pleased with their medals.

and the club.

The club would also like
to congratulate one of their
coaches who continues to

James Lamarao stoked with his season
at the Phillip Island Swimming Club.

participate  year-after-year,
Jen Sokac for receiving the
over 14 girls aggregate points
champion award.

Imogen Rule at her first Champs
Day.

Additionally, a thank you
to the club committee, SGSA
and all parent-helpers for an-
other great season.

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO
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COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave
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18 RODERICK CLOSE, COWES

Est.1886

* Tucked away in a quiet cul-de-sac with
beautifully landscaped gardens

* Features: vaulted ceilings, wood burning fire,
quality appliances, multiple sheds for additional
storage

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$680,000 TO $720,000

8 PASADENA DRIVE, COWES

* Double storey home situated across from
Whytesands Estate park on a generous 570m?
allotment

* Kitchen showcasing premium finishes leading
onto undercover balcony for year-round
entertaining

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$895,000

51 DUNSMORE ROAD, COWES

* Located on a large 670m? (approx.) block just
420m to the beach and across the road from the
lawn bowling club

* Open plan living, wood heater, covered deck,
fully fenced yard

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$849,000

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade

5678 5408

9 ANGLERS ROAD, SUNDERLAND BAY

* Seaside living at its finest, dual home
opportunity on spacious (approx.) 599m? block

* 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom home with double
carport plus a 3 bedroom, | bathroom home
with double garage

* All of this and more in close proximity to
Sunderland Bay’s surf beach

$900,000

35 BONWICK AVENUE, SAN REMO

* Refreshed and ready for a new chapter, is this
brick veneer gem on a 998m? (approx.) block
with stunning panoramic views over the bay

* Just a short troll to stunning beaches and township

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/double lock up garage
plus carport and workshop

$860,000

www.alexscott.com.au
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