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There was plenty of action on the streets of Cowes last Thursday, with police raiding four local properties.

More than $650,000 worth of al-
legedly stolen goods and cash were
seized during a major police opera-
tion which saw four local properties
raided last week.

Two Phillip Island men have been
remanded in custody.

The raid was the result of a six-
month investigation into a series of
local burglaries across Phillip Island
and Bass Coast.

Police allege 17 businesses were
targeted.

The raid recovered items alleged
to have been stolen including cash,
jewellery, a boat, motor vehicles, a
jet ski and motorbike, with a total es-
timated value of more than $650,000.

Senior Sergeant Andy O’Brien
said the investigation began when
local police identified a pattern to a
series of burglaries.

“There was a similar mode of op-
eration, so police put together a tar-
geted, extensive, behind-the-scenes
investigation.”

He said the allegations included
theft of safes which contained valu-
ables and cash.

Snr Sergeant O’Brien said the po-
lice’s hard work had paid off and it was
“a good result”for the local community.

He confirmed that some assets
had been recovered, which would be
“treated as alleged proceeds of crime

More than $650,000 worth of alleged stolen goods and cash, including jewel-
lery, a boat, motor vehicles, a jet ski and motorbike were seized.

and go through the justice system.”

A 19-year-old Cowes woman and a
32-year-old Cowes woman were also
arrested, and both were released
pending further enquiries.

The 27 and 28-year-old Cowes men
were charged and appeared in Won-
thaggi Magistrates’ Court last week.

The magistrate ordered the men to
be remanded in custody until their
next appearance in court in Novem-
ber. He refused bail, saying it was

not justified due to the seriousness
of the crime.

Community relief

The arrests will provide relief for
the local businesses that were tar
geted over the past six months.

In June, the Advertiser reported
the spate of local robberies had cre-
ated extra anxiety for small busi-
ness owners and tradies, who were
already struggling under the impact
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of Coronavirus.

One local business owner said a
safe was stolen from their home in
March, just as the first Covid lock-
down was announced and they per-
sonally knew of four other business-
es that have suffered a similar fate.

“It seems to be targeting the homes
of small businesses,”they said.

“The police told us, it’s as if they’ve
already been in your house. They
know where things are, and what
they are looking for.”

At the time, the business owner
told the Advertiser they were frus-
trated at the lack of progress in the
investigation, however last week’s
raid shows police work behind the
scenes had continued.

At the time, Area Commander, In-
spector Paul Bruders confirmed de-
tectives were investigating. a spate
of robberies targeting home safes.

“Clearly someone knows these are
business people and where they live.

“It’s likely it will be someone who
knows who they are and where they
operate and that’s what our detec-
tives are looking at,”he said.

More recently police called for the
community’s help to find a boat sto-
len from a house in Cowes and said
there had been a number of inci-
dents of tools being stolen from ve-
hicles and trailers.
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Phillip Island 0:
gas industry 1,
say lawyers

The State Government has fa-
voured industry over the local com-
munity in refusing to delay the en-
vironmental assessment of AGL’s
proposed Western Port gas terminal
during Coronavirus, according to
lawyers and conservation groups.

The groups have blasted Victorian
Planning Minister Richard Wynne’s
decision last week to proceed with
next week’s August 26 closing date for
AGL’s 10,000-page Environment Ef-
fects Statement (EES), instead of de-
laying it during pandemic restrictions.

Environmental Justice Australia
principal lawyer Nick Witherow
said the Andrews’ government gave
AGL “as much time as they needed”
to prepare the EES, “at one stage de-
laying the submission of the EES by
nearly 12 months”.

“The government’s timeline pri-
oritises industry over community,”
Nick said.

“Meanwhile, the community gets
only a brief window during a State
of Disaster and Stage 4 restrictions.

“The EES timetable was devel-
oped before Victoria escalated to
Stage 4 restrictions. It is outdated
and unfair.”

Nick said the decision was hypocrit-
ical, with the government suspending
Parliament because of Coronavirus
and delaying several other critical de-
cisions in the wake of Covid-19.

“The same government expects
the community to battle on when re-
strictions curtail the public’s ability
to properly engage in the EES pro-
cess or adequately prepare for the
public hearings.

“Western Port communities can
hardly meet this restrictive and un-
fair deadline ... It’s impossible to
deal with the complexity, size and
scope of the EES under these cir-
cumstances.”

Mr Wynne last week said halting
the EES process until lockdown re-
strictions were eased would intro-
duce “severe procedural uncertainty”
in coastal communities.

“Unprecedented”

Victor Komarovsky, Community
Organiser at Environment Victo-
ria, said it was “unprecedented” to
expect a community to review and
make submissions on 11,000 pages
during a pandemic.

“This is the first gas import termi-
nal Victoria has seen, and it is pro-
posed for the middle of a protected
wetland ecosystem. It isn’t clear
why this assessment process can'’t
wait until the pandemic is under
control.

“Given these circumstances, it’s
hard to say the community around
Westernport Bay is being given a fair
go against a major energy company.”

Continued page 4
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Bass Coast COVID-19 update®

As of Monday, August 17

7502

tests done locally

10
ocal residents
sted positive

3

Active cases

*From BCH Assessment clinics only since March.
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Bass Coast Shire Council has ap-
pointed Otium Consulting to com-
plete a business case for the Phillip
Island Aquatic and Leisure Centre.

The work will include opera-
tional and concept plans, which
Council say is necessary before
considering detailed design and
funding for the project.

The business case will also in-
clude redevelopment of the Bass
Coast Aquatic Centre in Wonthaggi.

The Phillip Island community
has been lobbying for a pool since
the 1990s.

After sustained pressure from
the Phillip Island Aquatic Centre
Fund Inc, Council finally listed a
Phillip Island aquatic centre in its
ten-year financial plan in 2014/15,
nominating the centre could be
built between 2021-2023.

Council said the business case
was critical to provide impor-

80 130

tant information relating to facil-
ity construction, ongoing mainte-
nance and operational costs.

Once the report is completed,
Council will then consider its op-
tions on how each project will be
progressed to detailed design and
then subsequently funded, includ-
ing expected timelines for each.

Bass Coast Shire Mayor, Cr
Brett Tessari said that it was in-
credibly important to support the
community’s aspirations to deliv-
er quality aquatic and recreation
facilities both on Phillip Island
and in Wonthaggi.

“Phillip Island has been longing
for a community swimming pool
for years, and the existing facility
in Wonthaggi needs to be redevel-
oped into a modern facility of to-
day’s standards.

“We are committed to delivering
both of these important commu-
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nity facilities, both of which are
identified in our Long Term Finan-
cial Plan and supported by our
Aquatic Strategy for Bass Coast.

“We will continue to advocate to the
state and Federal governments for
grant funding to make both of these
projects a reality,” Cr Tessari said.

Negotiations are still underway
with the current landowner to fi-
nalise the sale for the land at the
southwest corner of the intersec-
tion of Phillip Island and Ventnor
roads, also known as the Cowes
Carnival Site.

The land is the subject of a Pub-
lic Acquisition Overlay (PAO), af-
ter the Minister for Planning ga-
zetted Amendment C153.

Council said the application
of the PAO reserves the land, so
that it can be “acquired to estab-
lish and enhance the public open
space network on Phillip Island”.

The land is earmarked to be home
to the Phillip Island Aquatics and
Recreation Precinct, which Council
said will“provide Phillip Island with
essential recreation and aquatics
facility to improve the health and
wellbeing of the local community
and visitors to the Island”.

Otium is currently in the initial
stages of the project, which includes
reviewing information from previ-
ous studies undertaken by Council.

In addition, Council said it has
advised Otium of community-led
planning information, which in-
cludes the significant efforts of the
Phillip Island Aquatics Working
Group, to ensure all information is
considered.

The Business Case is anticipat-
ed to be completed by the end of
2020, with future planning works
and further community engage-
ment expected in 2021.

“Exci

The Phillip Island Aquatic Centre
Fund Inc has welcomed the news
that Bass Coast Shire Council has
appointed Otium Consulting to com-
plete a business case for the Phillip
Island Aquatic and Leisure Centre.

“We are pleased to be part of this
exciting news from Council regarding
aquatics,” said Peter McMahon, from
the PIACF management committee.

He said it will take time to correct-
ly design the pool, which is why the
group is supporting Council’s posi-
tion at present.

“PIACF has been working with
many of the sporting groups on Phil-
lip Island and have shared our com-
bined groups output with Council.

“Hopefully, we will see a won-
derful recreational master plan for
Phillip Island developed by Council
shortly.”

After 27 years of activity, the Phil-
lip Island Aquatic Centre Fund Inc
believe the first stage of the develop-
ment of the new Phillip Island rec-
reation precinct will see an Aquatic
Centre being built.

Peter said the Bass Coast Shire
Council is well into the planning
phase and will be advocating for
funding commitments from state

ing news”

Details of what the new aquatic centre might look like will be on dis-
play at the Phillip Island Aquatic Centre Fund AGM in October.

and Federal governments prior to
the coming election cycle.

Upcoming AGM

PIACF plans to display details of
what the Aquatic Centre might look
like in detail at their Annual General
Meeting on October 6.

Because of COVID-19 restrictions,
the AGM would be a zoom meeting
for members only.

“For membership, please see our
website and join now. As a mem-
ber you will receive an invite to the
zoom meeting, with details about
how to access the meeting,” Peter
said.

“At some time after the AGM, we
will showcase our “Sporting Field of
Dreams” at a community meeting.
This is an aspirational plan for the
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entire 34 hectare site, which will be
developed over time.

“This will include football, netball,
cricket, basketball, gymnasium, soc-
cer, skatepark and other sporting
and recreational facilities, as per re-
quirements of the local clubs.

“We are anticipating a state-of-
the-art, world’s best practice facil-
ity using totally renewable energy
and providing easy access between
aquatics and other sporting pavil-
ions,” Peter said.

“A facility that will enable our
community to support and develop
sporting interests for generations
to come. We hope the entire Phillip
Island and San Remo community
will get behind this “Sporting Field
of Dreams”to make it a reality.”

www.piac.org.au

Firey
thieves
caught
out

It was a busy week for Cowes
police, who caught two men steal-
ing from a rural property in Grant-
ville last Wednesday.

The men were caught cutting a
recently felled tree into firewood.

The police then discovered the men
were driving a stolen vehicle and the
trailer they were using to load the
wood had recently been stolen from
theVenus Bay Lifesaving Club.

After a search police also found
drugs and weapons.

A 39-year-old male from Cape
Woolamai and a 47-year-old male
from Cowes were arrested and
charged with numerous offences
including theft, trespassing and
drug and weapon offences.

They were bailed to appear be-
fore the Korumburra Magistrates
Court in December.
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Phillip Island will be “massively”
impacted by gas “factory”

A Rhyll resident and retired civil engineer says
Phillip Islanders should be gravely concerned
about the impacts of AGL's proposed“gas factory”
in Western Port, especially the impact of some of
the world’s biggest ships in the bay.

Peter Balfe — who was involved with major
infrastructure projects during his career — was
highly critical of AGL’s 10,000-page Environment
Effects Statement (EES), with submissions due
August 26.

He said the EES failed on multiple levels.

Firstly, Peter said the ships required for this
project were“massive”, about 350m long and 50m
wide, with about 40 coming in and out of the bay
each year - or 80 shipping movements.

“Islanders need to understand the LNG tank-
ers are 20 per cent bigger than the biggest cruise
ships that we have seen in Western Port,” Peter
said.

“These tankers will presumably need to anchor
in the holding area adjacent to Cowes and Silver-
leaves, but there is no mention of this in the EES.
Any proper consultation process would have re-
vealed noise and light spill from vessels anchored
in that area, and potentially the safety of large
LNG tankers, but this isn’t even mentioned.”

Phillip Island Conservation Society president
Jeff Nottle said additional tugs and queuing of
vessels will mean the north shore of Cowes will
have an“industrial vista”.

“Tourists do not visit Phillip Island to see indus-
trial waterways of gas tankers,” Jeff said, adding
the “environment is our economy”.

Jeff said the EES gave no consideration to the
potential effects on tourism, or on recreational
fishing.

Peter said he recently contacted the harbour
master at Hastings after seeing one of the bigger
cruise ships dragging its anchor in strong cur-
rents off Rhyll.

“After that experience I expected there would
be an assessment of the potential effects of an-
choring a tanker 50m wide with a draft of 12m be-
low waterline in tidal flows of almost one metre
per second. Yet this is not mentioned in the EES,”
Peter said.

He said another significant environmental is-
sue for the bay from AGL’s proposal was the pro-
cess that converts LNG to gas at Crib Point.

“The process will pump up to 480,000 litres of
sea water out of the bay each day to raise the
temperature of the LNG so that it can be piped to
Pakenham as a gas,”Peter said.

Peter Balfe said a significant environmental
issue for the bay from AGL’s proposal was
the process that converts LNG to gas at Crib
Point, sucking in 480,000 litres of sea water,
which is then pumped back into the bay 7C
colder and chlorinated.

“This water is chlorinated as it enters the gas
factory and is pumped back into the bay 7C
colder. As would be expected, this has significant
impacts in the immediate vicinity of Crib Point.”

Peter said there was no precedent in Australia
for this kind of project, and despite hundreds of
pages of technical reports the EES does not con-
sider whether this gas import facility is really re-
quired.

“The state and Federal governments just seem
intent on locking into expansion of the domestic
gas industry as a panacea for rising energy costs.

“With the experience of the recent disastrous
bushfires you would expect them to be looking
for alternatives that will address climate change
and take advantage of the significant cost reduc-
tions in wind and solar energy generation and
battery storage but these matters are not even
contemplated in the EES.”

Peter said it was “crazy” for Australia to be im-
porting liquified gas from overseas to Crib Point
when this nation is the world’s second biggest gas
exporter.

“It just doesn’t make sense, and the EES gives
no consideration to the environmental costs of
turning the gas to a liquid somewhere overseas,
shipping it across the world and then turning it
back into gas at Crib Point.”

Demolition

Demolition of the Cultural Centre in Cowes
will start this month.

Deconstruct Group, the company awarded
the tender to demolish the building, will take
over the site on August 24.

Bass Coast Shire Council’s Manager of Ma-
jor Projects, Damian Prendergast said the
building’s internal fixtures will be stripped
first, then work will begin on the outside.

The design for the new building is not yet
completed (see separate story) and construc-
tion is not due to begin until May 2021.

Community groups Island Voice and Bass
Coast Ratepayers and Residents Association
have repeatedly questioned why the building
is being torn down without a final design and
full funding in place.

Mr Prendergast said the timing of the demo-
lition was due to concerns about the possible
presence of asbestos on the site.

An asbestos audit of the building (known as a Di-
vision-6 audit) found asbestos on the perimeter of

green light

the building, as part of the foundation formworks.

“We don’t know the extent of the asbestos.
We know there’s some, but we don’t know how
much,” he said.

“If they (the previous builders) left all the form-
work in the foundations, we want to be able to
remove it under the hazardous material process.

“Starting the demolition (in August) allows
time to remove the asbestos in a cost-effective
manner.”

A number of recent Council projects in Cow-
es have been delayed due to asbestos contami-
nation, with Mr Prendergast saying Council
had been “caught out and criticised for it”.

He said these experiences were part of the
consideration for the Cultural Centre timeline
as well as timing the demolition to avoid tradi-
tional peak visitation at Christmas and Easter.

He said the demolition would not impact on
as many people as originally thought, as com-
munity facilities like the Cultural Centre, were
not open due Covid restrictions.

Locally owned and operated by

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)

15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.
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Phillip Island 0: gas industry 1, say lawyers

Jeff urged the community to make submis-
sions to the EES process.

PICS have set up 12 working groups to re-
spond to the EES, including overview, marine
impacts, Ramsar wetland, fire and explosion,
noise, light, air and ground pollution, social
impact and local economy.

But he said anyone with specialist technical
knowledge could still help and provide input.

Political divide

Federal Health Minister and Flinders MP
Greg Hunt said he was “deeply disappointed”
the Victorian government refused to delay as-
sessing AGL's EES.

“I am deeply disappointed at the Victorian
government’s position and refusal to listen to
the legitimate needs and expectations of the
community and will continue to fight against
the project,” Mr Hunt said.

Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale defend-
ed Mr Wynne, saying he had already extend-
ed the EES consultation period from 30 days
to 40.

“We have to keep the statutory process mov-
ing, with adjustments as necessary to allow
for the present exceptional and dynamic cir-
cumstances,”Ms Crugnale said.

“Stakeholders were also given advance no-
tice of the intended exhibition period, at least
a fortnight before the start, and were able
to request the EES information packages in
hard copy or online.

“Community consultation remains central to
this process, submitters can have their say at
the public inquiry and if required the proceed-
ings may take place via video conference and
this is to make sure everyone can participate.”

Federal Monash MP Russell Broadbent reit-
erated Mr Hunt’s comments.

“I am disappointed the Minister has decid-
ed to ignore locals’ concerns regarding their
ability to actively participate in the process
during the COVID-19 pandemic,” Mr Broad-
bent said.

“Not everyone is technologically savvy, has
access to social media or has conferencing
capabilities as suggested by the Minister and
I would encourage the Victorian Government
Minister and the local state member to con-
sider further ways locals have the opportu-
nity to be included in the process.”

He added Australia should be looking at
“reorganising our domestic gas supplies” so
there is sufficient gas in the market.

From page 1

Phillip Island Conservation Society presi-
dent Jeff Nottle agreed, and earlier this year

rote to the Planning Minister requesting an
extension of the EES process.

“AGL appear to be developing their own en-
ergy policy and governments are just being
asked to rubber stamp what suits AGL,” Jeff
said, adding Phillip Island would not even
benefit from the project, with no access to the
reticulated gas supply.

Council = BASS
Update

Tender

Tender No 20013 — Construction of

a New Change Pavilion for Dalyston
Netball Courts

Council invites tenders from suitably
qualified contractors for the construction
of the Dalyston Netball Club pavilion and
public toilet. The works shall incorporate
building and drainage construction and all
ancillary works outlined in the construction
plans, the specification and associated
contract documents. The tender period
opens at 9.00am on Wednesday, 19 August
2020 and closes at 2.00pm on Wednesday,
9 September 2020. Tender documents can
be downloaded free of charge from
https;//basscoast.etenderbox.com.au

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride
Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903 Wonthaggi
| PO Box 118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995 | 1300
BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 56712211 or via
the National Relay Service (for people with
speech or hearing difficulties) on 13 36 77
basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au

AGL gas project: what's planned?

AGL’s plans would see liquified natural gas
transported on up to 40 LNG super tankers
— about 350 metres long and 50 metres wide
- per year in Western Port.

A floating storage and regasification
unit (FSRU) moored at Crib Point jetty will
regasify the liquid natural gas by using a
heat exchange system, drawing in up to
480,000 cubic metres of bay water per day
into the unit via up to six pumps operating
constantly.

Marine life including fish eggs and larvae
will also be drawn in with the water.

This water will then be discharged back

Call for better bike safety

An increasing number of cyclists hit by cars
on Thompson Avenue has led to one Bass
Coast Shire councillor calling for urgent ac-
tion.

Cr Michael Whelan will move a notice of mo-
tion at today’s (Wednesday) council meeting
calling for a review of safety on Cowes’ main
thoroughfare and a new bike path to be con-
structed between cars and the pavement.

The motion comes after a cyclist was
knocked from their bike on Thompson Avenue
in recent weeks, with police and ambulance at-
tending.

“There are reports from the community of
regular minor incidents along this bikeway,”
Cr Whelan said.

“I have been concerned about the bikeway
on Thompson Avenue for some time since wit-
nessing a couple of near miss incidents.”

Cr Whelan said the location of the bikeway
at the rear of angled parking was “a recipe for
disaster”.

“I have discussed this with council officers
and there is a clear need for a new approach
that puts the bike path beside the footpath be-
tween the curb and the parked cars,” he said,
adding this was mooted in the Cowes Activity
Centre Plan following community consulta-
tion.

“There has been a resurgence in interest in
cycling since the pandemic.

“But many people who would ride to town
are concerned that roadside bicycle paths are
not safe.”

Cyclists were instead using footpaths.

“While I know this annoys some pedestrians,

into the bay 7C colder than the ambient tem-
perature and containing residual chlorine.

A 55-Kkilometre pipeline will be built fro
Crib Point to Pakenham to pipe the gas.
The EES is open until August 26.
Submissions will be reviewed by an Inqui-
ry and Advisory Committee, formed by the
Victorian Planning Minister Richard Wynne.

The IAC will review the public submissions
then hold a directions hearing on Septembe
17, which will lead to a public hearing on Oc-
tober 12, to run for up to eight weeks.

To make a submission go to https://engage.
vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC

A cyclist was knocked off their bike on Thomp-
son Avenue in recent weeks, with police and
ambulance attending.

I can understand why they do it.”

Cr Whelan said Totally Renewable Phillip
Island’s new safe cycling strategy called fo

action to make cycling safe and accessible o

Phillip Island.

“What is needed is an urgent review of the
safety of the current cycling infrastructure and
a clear plan implemented to make cycling safe
“This should include safe storage for bikes
at the Transit Centre and bike parking along
Thompson Avenue.”

“Think about who
you love, then think
about them in ICU.”

For Sarah, who's been battling coronavirus for nearly 8 weeks, being
separated from her two little boys, has been heartwrenching. On top
of coronavirus attacking every one of her body systems, intense pain
and acute breathing difficulty, she still has no idea when she will be
well enough to see her boys. Sarah’s hope is that by us all doing the
right thing, no one else will have to experience the heartache her
family has.

Please, play your part and help stop the spread of the virus. If you
have symptoms - please get tested. Payments of $450 are available
to help you stay home and wait for your test result.

To learn more of Sarah’s story
go to vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS
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Go Autopro

If you haven’t seen it yet, autO-
barn Cowes is now autopro!

The old autObarn store at 154
Thompson Avenue has been
transformed.

The bright fresh new signage
certainly catches the eye, and if
you have been looking for a rea-
son to visit the store, they are hav-
ing an official grand opening this
Saturday.

The original autObarn store has
successfully traded in Thompson
Avenue for over three years. The
idea to open in Cowes came about
when owners Peter and Gavin
from the Wonthaggi store wanted
to find a way to service and look
after Phillip Island better.

They said it had become ap-
parent that the trip to Wonthaggi
had become more arduous due to
traffic changes and the number of
cars on the road.

The initial idea was for a ‘pop-
up’ store in Cowes to provide an
outlet for automotive car parts
and accessories. This was the first
of its type in Australia and it was
an instant success.

Peter said the pop-up store was
welcomed by the Phillip Island
community, “which paved the way
for its success”.

The transformed store might have
a new look, but inside customers
will find familiar faces and the same
great level of customer service.

Store managers Charlie and
Aaron are proud of the service
they provide.

“Finding the solution for a custom-
er is the main focus,” Charlie said.

“Being a smaller store doesn’t
mean we can’t get it for you. We
are specialists at sourcing a prod-
uct for our customers.”

The Cowes store is one of three

The new autopro store in Thompson Avenue is holding a grand open-
ing this Saturday and Charlie Phillips and Adam Bowler are looking

forward to welcoming customers.

stores sporting a new look and
new uniform, with stores in Leon-
gatha and Wonthaggi also getting
the make-over.

Owner Gavin said the new auto-
pro brand will allow the business
to grow and expand.

"What doesn’t change is the top
level customer service, the big
brands available and the positive
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Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

FIND OUR
PRODUCTS ONLINE

www.permanentbeauty.com.au
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86 Back Beach Rd, San Remo 5678 5566

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620
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10% of all sales donated locally each month
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69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointmentsTel 1800 24 24 81

Our branches support local
San Remo (03) 5678 5833

Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

List your business here for only

$15 PER WEEK

ads@pisra.com.au

EOI0IDE S DIRAINIKS

THE

waterboy

CAFE—
58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765 E3(O)

Burgers & Beers

Open 4pm-7.30pm
Closed tuesdays

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai 5956 6552

TAKE AWAY
5678 5206
LENSURIE

OPEN 7 DAYS

5956 9238 14 Beach Road, Rhyll

\ REAL ESTATE \

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
We’re working remotely,
but it’s business as usual!

FISH & CHIPS

www.phillipislandfn.com.au 5952 3922

It is still business as usual
in unusual times
We are only a phone call away
for all your real estate needs.

52-54 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

We're not in the office, but
we're still open for business!

5952 2799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Stockdale & Leggo

NEW TEAM | NEW STOCKDALE
Contact us today on 03 5922 9300
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922

WIOIRIKW EA'R

WORK & CASUAL WEAR
EMBROIDERY

Allmake Clothing
2/69 Chapel Street, Cowes 5951 9941

5678 5206

OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

experience you have already been
experiencing with us.”

Saturday’s grand opening starts
with a 25 per cent off store-wide
offer, as well as bigger specials
throughout the store.

It’'s the perfect opportunity to
stock up on all your automotive
needs ... and maybe get in early and
find that perfect Father’s Day gift.

9 Vista P1, Cape Woolamai

FRESH
LOCAL
SEAFOOD
SALES

ORDERS
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RUSSELL
BROADBENT MP

Federal Member for Monash

() 46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3320 ©) 035623 2064

@ russellbroadbent mp@aph.govau ) Russell Broadhent.94
Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820.

DIRECT

Burgers & Beers

Open 4pm-7.30pm Closed tuesdays

5956 6552

TAKE AWAY

FISH & CHIPS
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Shonky maths™ usec

to

calculate whale collisions

AGL has used “shonky maths” in
its investigation into the impact of
hales in Western Port from its pro-
posed gas project, according to the
Phillip Island Conservation Society.

Last week the Advertiser report-
ed southern right whales would be
under threat from the project, with
AGL’s 10,000-page Environment Ef-
fects Statement (EES) detailing a 1
in 2,500 risk of vessel strike.

However, PICS president Jeff Not-

le said further investigation showed
hese figures were “mathematically
incorrect”and the real risk was 1 in 16.

“The EES states that there was an
average of 2.3 reported whale strikes
per 60,000 vessel movements in Aus-

ralia per year from 1997 to 2015,”Mr
Nottle said.

“This equals an average of
0.00003833 strikes per vessel move-
ment or risk of one strike per 26,086

essel movements—not one strike
per 100,000 as stated in the EES.”

He said the proposed 40 LNG ves-
sels per year equates to 80 vessel
movements per year, excluding ad-
ditional tug movements required for
each ship, which also present a risk.

He said following the logic in the
EES, this equated to increased risks
of whale strike by LNG ships visiting
AGL’s gas import terminal including;:

e a 1in 326 risk per year of the gas
import operation (not 1 in 2,500 as
stated in the EES)

e a 1 in 32 risk over the minimum
10-year life of the operation

e a 1 in 16 risk over the potential
20-year life of the operation.

“As a result, over 20 years the risk
is 1 in 16 vessel strikes not the 1 in
2,500 reported in the EES. AGL need

o explain how they can justify using

If you have any of these symptoms get tested and stay home.

AGL’s Environment Effects Statement states there is a 1 in 2,500 risk of
whales being hit by LNG vessels. However the Phillip Island Conservation
Society disputes this, saying the real risk was 1 in 16. Picture: Lisa Shonberg

their reported low figures.

“We believe the AGL response to
the threat to whales is not nearly
adequate and southern right whales
that only exist in the southern hemi-
sphere are particularly under threat,”
said Mr Nottle.

Last week he told the Advertiser
AGL appear not to have considered
the Conservation Management Plan
for the southern right whales.

Mr Nottle said the whale species
was protected both federally and in-
ternationally and the management
plan highlighted they were particu-
larly at risk from vessel collisions in
the southern hemisphere.

He added they were also a grow-
ing part of Phillip Island’s tourist
economy.

“When whales are under threat it
not only adversely impacts the eco-

THESE

systems it also impacts our eco tour-
ism,”Mr Nottle said.

“PICS believes this is another il-
lustration that we will be bearing the
costs of the proposed AGL gas factory
in Western Port right from the outset.”

He said even when collision didn’t
occur, increased shipping would lead
to “chronic disturbance” as whales —
which measure about 17.5 metres
with a weight of around 80 tonnes -
try to avoid vessels.

“With massive gas tankers travel-
ling through the narrow shipping
channel in Western Port to the pro-
posed AGL gas factory at Crib Point
...the whales are left with no alterna-
tive than to simply get out of the way.

“The ship is on a course and is not
able to respond even in the unlikely
event that a whale is spotted from
the ship.”

EES

AGL's EES states that nearly 90
per cent of whale injury or death oc-
cur when a vessel is travelling at 14
knots or more.

In Western Port the current speed
restrictions from the fairway buoy to
Sandy Point is 16 knots reducing to
13 knots from Sandy Point to buoy
31 north of Crib Point.

AGL's EES states “a few whales
visit Western Port during their sea-
sonal migrations”.

“These same whales are at risk of
whale strike from thousands of ships
and recreational vessels in Bass Strait
waters and tens of thousands of ves-
sels in Australian waters generally.

“The increase in likelihood of
strike of whales resulting from the
addition of up to 40 LNG carriers to
the existing and future shipping traf-
fic in these areas is not significant.”

The EES states Western Port is not
recognised as a meeting point or
breeding area for humpbacks, south-
ern rights or killer whales, and most
visits to Western Port Bay are “usu-
ally the result of general wandering
from the main migration paths”.

It says the Port of Hastings cur-
rently has about 150 vessel move-
ments per year.

“Large vessels, such as the pro-
posed LNG Carriers, are the ves-
sel type with the lowest recorded
number of whale strikes, even less
than vessels used for tourist whale
watching.

“LNG carriers and other bulk car-
riers are responsible for about 20 per
cent of whale strikes.

“The proposed up to 40 LNG carri-
ers per year would have a combined
1 in 2,500 risk of a whale strike.”

SYMPTOMS

Register
your Voice

Island Voice is urging local res-
idents to register for their online
AGM on August 28.

Run by the Phillip Island Prog-
ress Association, Island Voice is
non-political and lobbies all levels
of government about projects and
issues important to local people.

This year, because of COVID-19
restrictions the group’s AGM will
be run online, and requires par-
ticipants to pre-register before
August 26.

Anyone who registers will
then be sent an invitation to at-
tend the meeting.

The group has formally stated
that PIPA is “a representative
voice for the community of Phillip
Island, advocating locally and to
all levels of government, for a sus-
tainable future for the community,
environment and economy, with a
key objective being establishment
of Phillip Island as a special pre-
cinct within the state of Victoria,
marketed as Island Voice”.

Island Voice has proactively
supported local groups advocat-
ing across a wide range of issues,
including improved medical ser-
vices, better sporting facilities,
erosion control, and upgrading
local infrastructure and facilities.

Keeping pressure on council
and arguing for greater trans-
parency and improved commu-
nication with residents is also a
key focus for Island Voice.

Register for the AGM at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meet-
ing/register/tZwpdO-hqzkvHN-
M511INGamSm68SI11zw32KPb

Members of Island Voice can
also nominate for the Island
Voice committee, and nomina-
tions close at 5pm on August 21.

Further details of the AGM are
available at www.facebook.com/
phillipislandvoice/

| \ \
Fever Runny nose Sore throat Cough

PAGE 6

- THE ADVERTISER, WEDNES



WE HAVE
LIFT OFF!

Our new website launched today.
Go see what all the fuss is about.
WWW.pisra.com.au

ADVERTISER
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New designs weeks away

New concept designs for the Cowes Cul- five years. What’s the plan? “There will be a chance for groups to
ural Centre will be released in early Sep- Mr Prendergast described the concept de- Mr Prendersast said JCB had developed make sure their space works for them and
ember. signs prepared by Perkins as “a sizing exer- & P their relationship with the other groups i

Architectural firm Jackson Clements Bur- cise”, to make sure the new building could the building.”
rows, appointed in May, is due to present accommodate the requirements of each of He said he expected the general public
concept designs to key community groups the groups using the facility. would be keen to comment on the desig
at the end of August. The new plans by JCB would look closely and it was important that the building com-

The general community will be able to at the relationships between the existing plemented the site and was representative
iew the designs when they are posted on groups and rearrange where things sat in of Phillip Island.
he council’s website in early September. the building, he said.

Bass Coast Shire Council’s Manager of  “We’re looking to engage with groups that
Major Projects, Damian Prendergast said have a dedicated space in the building by : : p :
he new designs would be based on the con- the end of August,” he said. géft;fn?nigﬂg%ﬁegﬁ‘éeaéﬁyUt and “we will For community groups that use the cur-
cepts prepared by Perkins Architects in Oc- This includes the library, historical and The fg]rmat of the differeilt stages of the rent facility, the consultation cannot come
ober 2019. genealogical societies, community art gal- soon enough.

The designs would also take into consid- lery, and visitor information centre. “In this Covid world, you have to pick and Graeme Clauscen, President of the Phillip
eration feedback from the “extensive com- He said meetings would also be organised choose how you COl’lSlht and we’re working Island and District Historical Society, said
munity consultation”undertaken by Perkins with groups that hire the current facility on out the best wav to hanale that” Mr Prend. the lack of communication about the projec
and architectural firm Terroir over the past a regular basis. Y ’ was disturbing.

“We have not had any contact with Coun-
cil, councillors or the architects since we
had a meeting with the original architects
(Perkins) over the redesign of the existing
building.”

He said the group only found out about
the new building concept when the plans
were posted on Council’s website, after the
October 2019 Council meeting.

“Why don’t they communicate with us and
tell us what is going on? They could have
sent an email around to the interested par-
ties and let us know.

“There’s no communication at all. I find

that disturbing. Almost tends you to believe
they are just going to go ahead regardless of
what everyone else wants.”
Mr Prendergast said the Historical Soci-
ety would be contacted in the next fortnight
and there had been previous contact via its
secretary.

“We are looking to meeting and engage
with them near the end of August,” he said.

W ’ t d i
| [ Graeme said at this point, the Historica
Society did not know if the space in the ne
building would be fit for purpose.
He said as a museum, certain require-
ments needed to be considered for thei

space, in terms of lighting and temperature
control.

“It would be responsible for Council to
take note of the requirements that have
been laid down for museums.”

Aleta Groves from the Community Art
Gallery said she had contacted Council her-
self at the end of July, to get an update o

the project, as no one from the new architec-
tural firm had been in touch with the group

concept designs for the floorplan of the new
Cultural Centre, “working on the spatial ar-
rangement for the building”, and that work
was now underway on what the outside
could potentially look like.

“Initially these will be in sketch form, then
in a month’s time, we expect to have full 3D
drawings.”

He said there would be opportunities for Poor communication

consultation was yet to be finalised.

ergast said.

N

Australian Government

The Australian Government is extending
JobKeeper until 28 March 2021and the
temporary Coronavirus Supplement for those
on income support until 31 December 2020,
after which income support will continue.

Community concerns

In April, Bass Coast Shire CEO Ali Wastie
said the project was fully funded and “ab-
solutely going ahead”, in response to con-
cerns from local community groups abou
the timing of the project, given the current
economic uncertainty due to COVID-19.
Peter Paul, a former Mayor and member of
Phillip Island Voice expressed serious reser-

For JobKeeper and the temporary Coronavirus
Supplement there will be some changes to vations about proceeding, including demoli-
e : tion of the existing building.
payments and eligibility to support businesses “What fascinates me is there’s no let-up i
. terms of demolition or redevelopment of the
and households who need it most.

Cultural Centre. Is this the most opportune
time given the economic situation of counci
and the impact of the virus? Do we need to
push it over at this time,” he asked.
Island resident Andrew Marston also dis-
puted the timing and lack of consultatio
around the demolition.
“Given the current situation (with corona-
virus) is it prudent to commit such a large
sum ($19 million),” Andrew asked.
At the April Council meeting, Ronnie
Bauer, who is standing as a candidate at the
council elections in October, said the shire
\ _ J should delay the centre’s redevelopment.
ObKee er “Though not ideal, it is a perfectly func-
28 M 2021 . tional centre and this one measure alone
ar would save $19 million,” he said.
Payment Cowes resident Peter McMahon, asked

why the centre is marked for demolitio
when “the community has not been part of
any consultation process”, including on its
future design.

At the time, Ms Wastie defended the deci-

| |
Co ronaVIrus Supplement sion to proceed with the project saying the
D Pri Mini had al dy b i
31Dec 2020 » S Deputy Prime Minister had already been i

For information on how these changes affect you,
visit Australia.gov.au

Income support continues stimulate the economy.

“The Federal Government is looking fo
projects to get the economy up and running
This will create jobs in construction and
new opportunities for locals.”

The Council has secured $10 million fo
the project via the state government’s Com-
munity Infrastructure Loans Scheme and
has said it is continuing to pursue othe
funding opportunities.

Visit Australia.gov.au

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra
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Year 8 students adventure on the Island

Normally, at this time of the year, Year 8 stu-
dents from Newhaven College would attend their
annual camp in Gippsland.

Given the current challenges of COVID-19 the
camp could not go ahead.

But with some inventive thinking and co-oper-
ation between college staff and the neighbour-
ing Phillip Island Adventure Resort, an outdoor
program with many challenging experiences and

STAGE 3

CLOSURE

From Thursday 6th August, all
branches and mobile libraries will
be closed until further notice.

elements was put together for the students.

The four-day event allowed the students to ex-
perience the social and emotional learning pro-
gram of the College’s“You Can Do It”lessons.

“You Can Do It”highlights the five keys to suc-
cess: Getting Along, Confidence, Resilience, Per-
sistence and Organisation.

These keys provide the framework for students
to develop life-long skills which will help them

NOT AVAILABLE
E3PUBLIC ACCESS E3PUBLIC PCS ORWIFI
E4HOLDS PICKUP  EBRANCH PROGRAMS

WHAT WILL CONTINUE

LIVE CHAT

Chat to a real person online,
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm.
to your home.

TECH TALKS

Book a call from our staff to help
you set up and use our ebook and
eaudiobook apps.

FOR FURTHER SUPPORT &

HOME DELIVERY

Register for a customised
resource parcel delivered free

PROGRAMS & EVENTS
Enjoy a range of online events
and programs for all ages, from
the comfort of your home.

CARING CALLS

Calls to disconnected members
to offer home delivery and

any support we can.

E-RESOURCES

ebooks, eaudiobooks, emags,
enewspapers, kid's reading &
activities, movies & study online.

ENQUIRIES CALL A BRANCH OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

DROUIN Ph:56251564 MIRBOONORTH  Ph:56681528  SAN REMO Ph: 56721875

FOSTER Ph:56821735 NEERIMSOUTH  Ph:56281621 WARRAGUL Ph: 5622 2848

INVERLOCH Ph:56741169  NORTHERN WATERLINE

KORUMBURRA  Ph:56551105  MOBILE LIBRARY M: 0408595296  (GRANTVILLE) Ph: 5672 1875

LEONGATHA Ph:5662 4829  PHILLIPISLAND  Ph:59522842  WELSHPOOL Ph: 5688 1051
POOWONG Ph:56592349  WONTHAGG!I Ph: 5672 1875

Ph: 5622 2849

wgrlc.vic.gov.au

ADVERTORIAL

Preservation of the school/
community sanctuary

The history of the school/community sanctuary
is possibly not well known so here is an abridged
version.

In 1986 the then visionary Principal formulated
a plan to save the three acres of remnant vegeta-
tion behind the pool for perpetuity as an area to
be preserved for native and indigenous flora and
fauna. This unique sanctuary became a well-used,
irreplaceable, and priceless outdoor classroom
that was the envy of other Victorian schools.

Many volunteers worked tirelessly so the students
were able to develop their skills and learn about the
environment, recognise environmental problems
and suggest some tactics to address them. It should
be pointed out here that the sanctuary was an inte-
gral part of the school curriculum and could be once
again. Grants are surely available to fund the rebirth
of the sanctuary to bring it back to how it was and
also for the ongoing maintenance.

The school sits on 14 and a half acres so to place
a large competition gym which will be noisy and
polluting as well as constructing a solid building
footprint in such a peaceful remnant bushland
setting which is home for indigenous flora and in
particular the fauna, is totally irresponsible.

Remnant vegetation once bulldozed can never
regrow.

So much vegetation removal has occurred on our
island that with climate change threatening our fu-
ture it is very important that we teach the children
to care for our fragile environment, not to destroy it.

Technology is taking over with learning and
leisure activities, with screen time becoming the
focus of people’s lives. Therefore native wildlife

areas, bushland, parks and gardens act as a coun-
terbalance.

There surely has to be a site somewhere else in
the school boundaries. Sport and fitness are im-
portant but not at the cost of the loss of an irre-
placeable sanctuary — the habitat of endangered
bird life i.e. the Swift Parrot, the Powerful Owl and
the Grey-headed Flying Fox and other important
fauna species.

It will be impossible, if the gym goes ahead in the
sanctuary, to rescue all the wildlife before construc-
tion starts. When the tennis courts invaded the sanc-
tuary the industrial rubbish during and after con-
struction was appalling and disgraceful. Put simply
THE SANCTUARY IS NOT COMPATIBLE WITH A GYM.

The Minister for Education, School Building Au-
thority, Cowes Primary School Council and Princi-
pal should be made to realise that environmental
vandalism within the sanctuary is totally unac-
ceptable and avoidable.

The new Cowes Primary School gym will be built
completely within the School/Community Sanc-
tuary which is the last known surviving remnant
vegetation in the centre of Cowes as well as being
designated “Land for Wildlife".

We are not against the gym it is just the loca-
tion. There are other sites within the School
grounds more appropriate for this type of
development such as along the Eastern
boundary outside the Sanctuary.

Below are some facts that must be taken into
consideration before this project begins:

- Approximately 3 billion fauna have been
killed or displaced in the recent bushfires.

« At least 1 million hectares of forestry has also
been burnt.

S.0.8.

I]SAVE OUR SANCTUARY

- With the overdevelopment of Phillip Island,
native and endangered fauna are losing their
habitat.

- The impact of Climate Change affects all of
us & the Sanctuary must be kept intact as it
works as a “Carbon Sink”.

« Remnant vegetation can never be replaced,
once it is gone it is gone forever.

The action of sacrificing the Sanctuary for a
large solid building is an act of environmental
vandalism.

What can you do to help? Sign the petition
which is on line at www.change.org/sanctu-
arycowes, write letters to the papers, contact
your local Member of Parliament and also The
Minister for Education.

work through the many challenges adolescents
face as they move through their school years.

Each morning the students walked over the
road to the Adventure Resort and were greeted
by the activity leaders and staff.

Students were challenged with activities that
were designed to develop leadership, teamwork,
critical and creative reasoning skills, as well as
building confidence, getting along with each oth-
er and having fun.

Returning to school on Friday, fun and chal-
lenging activities were organised for the students
including a Just Dance competition, Discover Me
Career Match, Kahootz challenge and Trangia
cooking sessions.

“Hearing from the staff at the Adventure Resort
that our students are the most “switched on” and
the best they have seen, is something we are very
proud of,”said a College spokesperson.

“We hope our students move forward through
Term 3 and 4 better equipped to meet their future
challenges, especially as we move into the Learn-
ing from Home program for Term 3.

“Newhaven College would like to thank the
team at the Adventure Resort for everything they
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Mya Brosnan, one of the Year 8 Newhaven
College students who took part in an outdoor
program at the Phillip Island Adventure Re-
sort, when Covid restrictions meant the an-
nual Gippsland camp could not go ahead.

did in accommodating us through the week.Their
support of our school over may years has been
greatly appreciated. They are wonderful neigh-
bours to have.”
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Libraries are closed but still here for you

A report from West Gippsland Libraries into publishing houses. This year, the program WGL website, 9am-5pm weekdays.

After being open for almost six weeks, li- has been adapted to an online format, giving _ For further support with online resources, includ-
braries are now closed again during the latest the senior primary students at Yarragon Pri- ing setting up and using library apps on your fa-
Stage 3 Covid restrictions. mary School the opportunity to create their vourite digital device, book a TechTalk for a 20 min-

“It’s been a changing and ever-evolving few VEry own books. ute, one-on-one call with a library staff member.
months and wed like to thank our staff who  We are grateful to receive some funding A range of virtual events and programs are
continue to show outstanding resilience and towards the program from Victoria Writers available online for all ages, to enjoy from the
innovation adapting to these changes. We'd Centre and Grace Marion Wilson Trust,” said comfort of your home. Catch up on all pro-
also like to thank our communities who have Kathie Olden, Manager Volunteers and Com- grams on the website and stay tuned for some
been sending us supportive messages and Munity Participation. exciting new events coming up soon. There are

positive feedback,”said Leanne Williams, West SW(’}L are (X)llttlntll}llgpthttelrf I?onllle Deh\t/)ery Libraries are closed during stage 3, but you logds 1i)f e-reso(;%r(]:[?s 1lr{1c1ud1ng a wide l"agggto
Gippsland Library CEO. ervice via Australia Post for all members ... oiii onioy e-books, e-audiobooks and e- € POOKS, e-audiobooks, e-magazines, digita

The WGL team have been busy purchasing v'Vlthm‘the area. Call a branch or register ON- ) agazines and a range of online resources. newspapers, kid’s activities and reading re-
new titles, both the physical variety, as well as e- line for a resource parcel with a choice of genre sources, streaming movies and online stud
books and e-audiobooks with the latest addition Which can include books, audiobooks, dvds and  any items checked out for home deliveries, so courses. While you’re browsing the website
o0 the e-magazine collection. 3,400+ titles are magaz‘ines, delivered free to your home. there is no need to return items until the librar- check out the monthly Mental Health & Well-
now available to library members on RB Digital. “We're also continuing our Caring Calls pro- jes reopen. Holds are not available to pick-up being blog with advice, tips and handy links

WGL is excited to announce the launch of the &ram, reaching out to some of our most vul- at this time. However, book boxes are avail- to other resources to help support you throug
next iteration of the highly successful Books By nerable and disconnected members to offer able through our Home Delivery Service via the current challenges. )

Us: School Publishing Collaboration project. our home delivery service and any support we - Australia Post. Staff will make every effort to To find out more or become a library mem-

Nansi Kunze, local author and passionate €20 during these challenging times,” Leanne include holds in this delivery. ber, call a branch or visit wgrlc.vic.gov.au.
supporter of public libraries and literacy, is the Williams said. ) While the libraries are closed, support is Don’t forget to sign up for the e-newsletter,
creative mind behind this concept. The inno- All loan due dates have been automatically available by calling branches during opening Visit the website and follow WGL on Faceboo

ative Books By Us concept turns classrooms extended to Thursday, October 1, including hours, email or the new live chat feature on the to stay up-to-date.

A quick roundup of news, views and opportunities

72

"“ Bass Coast Writers
Australian Government Entries for this year’s Bass Coast Prize for

non-fiction writing close on September 4.
Last year, the inaugural competition attract-
ed 42 entries ranging from personal memoir
and true adventure through to biography, nat-
ural history and local history. Phillip Island’s
Christine Grayden was last year’s winner, with
her piece “Jobs that no longer exist: a mem-

[ || oir”.
, The prize is sponsored by Phillip Island writ-
er and activist Phyllis Papps to encourage and
| support writers who have a strong connection

with the Gippsland region.

It’s one of the richest competitions for non-
fiction in Australia, with a total of $10,000 in
prize money. The first prize winner will receive

$5000, second $3000 and third $2000.
For more information and entry criteria, vis-
it basscoastprizefornonfiction.weebly.com/,

email p.m.papps@waterfront.net.au or call
Catherine Watson on 0401 817 796.

Dysons announce Community Grants

]
Dysons Community Grants program provide
grants to support community groups and or-
[ ] ganisations around Victoria.

There are two rounds of $10,000 grants an-
nually. Eligible organisations include schools,
sporting clubs, not-for-profit groups, charities
and emergency services.

The first round of grants is now open with
applications closing on October 9.

T Details at dysongroup.com.au/about/com-
munity-grants

SEC Garden and Home Expo cancelled
e 1.5M 9 In a blow for local garden lovers, the popu-
lar Garden and Home Expo presented by the
I Drouin Lions Club has been cancelled due to

COVID-19 restrictions.

“It is our priority to keep our community, ex-
hibitors, and members safe. We are very dis-
Hygiene Distancing Get tested Isolate appointed after all the planning as this was to

be a huge celebration for our 20th year,” said
Pam Sharmon from the Lions Club.

She thanked all their sponsors for support-
ing the event but said the current uncertainty
made it impossible to go ahead. “We look for-

It’s up to all of us to keep each other safe. ward to our 2021 Garden and Home Expo (Oc-

tober 9 and 10) being the best ever!”

You must continue to practise good hygiene, Accounting help for bushfire

and drought recovery

physical distancing, and if you’re even slightly unwell, Joining forces with not-for-profit Rural Aid,

Chartered Accountants across Australia will

) . 3 donate their time and financial skills to help

get tested and stay at home. Dont risk it. S el 6o s Ty 6
ducers (farmers) get back on their feet.

If you are a Rural Aid registered primary

producer and would like to access this offer
from Chartered Accountants Australia and

The sooner we a" do it’ l;l_seg\g g;;lzgit please contact Rural Aid on

L XN T we'll get through it. Step it up this September

STEPtember is calling for registrations. Aus-
tralia’s leading health and wellness fundrais-
ing event, which runs in five countries around
the world, starts on September1.

Have the App The initiative challenges individuals and
L. . teams to take 10,000 steps per day for 28 days
Visit australla.gov.au in a fun, safe and virtual environment — all

while making a real difference to the lives of
children and adults with cerebral palsy.

Last year, the campaign raised $7.1 million
and this year, the team has set their sights
even higher. Those looking to register should
visit STEPtember.org.au

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra
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Covid has changed lives since it struck without warning back in March.

From school children forced to study remotely, through to businesses grappling to stay afloat; our aged care workers

determined to keep their residents safe, through to community members suddenly locked down at home; no-one has

escaped change. Some businesses have experienced a boom, others are doing it tough; still others have closed down.
The message coming through loud and clear from all local business operators is a heartfelt plea to community

members to shop locally during this torrid time. The message is more important than ever before if some shop doors
are to open again. Please shop locally, and support our local traders, who are struggling so hard to carry on.

A message of hope from Kylie Rose

It’s been a surreal experi-
ence and just doesn’t seem
fair that whilst we, at the Post
Office, are busier than ever,
so many of our friends, fam-
ily and community members
have lost their jobs. Living on
an island that relies heavily
on tourism and the businesses
that support it, like hospitality
and retail, we have been par-
ticularly hard hit.

Working at the Post Office,
I have been so heartened by
how many parcels and letters
are being sent to loved ones,
to brighten their days. Our
parcel intake has increased
200 per cent, we don’t even
see these volumes at Christ-
mas time!

My staff have displayed
incredible resilience since
March when the effects of CO-
VID-19 began to be felt.

We have been working Sun-
days behind the scenes just
to keep up with demand and
to try and limit delays for our
community.

It has been a sometimes
stressful and exhausting job,
with uncertainty around our
exposure to a possibly deadly
virus.

But what has kept us all
going, is the kindness and
patience displayed by our
customers. Thank you for the
chocolates, the flowers and
the words of appreciation, it

AUTOMOTIVE

The workload at Australia Post in Cowes has more than doubled
over the past few months as local businesses ship out goods ordered
on line; and parcels in their thousands arrive on a monthly basis for
residents, during Stage 3 restrictions. Staff at Australia Post have
been working over time to keep on top of the additional workload,
and ensure the mail deliveries get through to everyone on time.
Postal Manager Kylie Rose (right) and staff members Leonie Dun-

ning and Julie Babb.

really makes each day much
easier to face.

If I have one thing to ask of
our incredible community, it is
to please shop locally, support
the traders who are doing it
tough and have experienced a
huge downturn in trade.

If you are still employed,
then a subtle but powerful
way to show your support is
by shopping at the wineries,
the toy shop, the grocer or
butcher, ordering takeaway
when you can.

ro

7Y sevice cerve

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settiement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

CAR

LKO00278AA

Don‘t buy a lemon

0419 930 666

LMCT
7175

FINANCE

1/100 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes | Ph: 59523222
www.coastalview.com.au

Our branches support local

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Many are now offering on-
line options too.

But above all, smile though
your masks, our eyes still
speak volumes.

Check in on your neigh-
bours and let’s not forget
the sense of community that
makes our Island so special.

It’s times like these I am
prouder than ever to call Phil-
lip Island my home.

Stay safe and love to all
from the team at Australia
Post Cowes.

FINANCE

69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 1800 24 24 81

FOOD & DRINK

BANG BANG

BAR AND FOOD, CAPE WOOLAMAI, PI. AUS

03 5922 4374

Accountant & Tax Agent ‘

T: 1300 865 624 E: info@ff.tax
W: www.flourishingfigures.com.au

Takeaway dinners 5pm - 7.45pm Thursday - Sunday

2185 Phillip Island Road, Cowes 0428 809 026

Jo Brooks, of Phillip Island Flowers, is pictured with Will Lone, who was out shopping for flowers
for a special person, at the business on Monday.

Flowers now harder to get

When Covid first hit, and
Stage 3 restrictions were in-
troduced, Phillip Island Flow-
ers were kept very busy.

Jo Brooks, proprietor of the
business, said that she had no-
ticed an increase in the num-
ber of people sending flowers
and gifts to their loved ones in
that first lockdown period, as
a means of sending love and
support and keeping in touch.

Her problem over that pe-
riod was that it was difficult
to access flowers easily, with

FOOD & DRINK

everyone in lockdown.

“We managed, but we were
running up and down the high-
way to do so,”she commented.

Mother’s Day in May was ex-
tremely busy for Jo and her staff.

“We only just managed to fill
all of the orders we had. Flow-
er supplies were very limited.

“Everything was coming
down from Sydney. And it was
not just flowers we were deliv-
ering. It was gifts as well.”

It is different this time, how-
ever, Jo noted.

Cowes Curry Club

Open Wed-Sun 5pm-9pm

www.cowescurryclub.com.au

Call 0455 673 312

FOOD & DRINK

=
(DAY TIGER

“Everything has slowed
down. I think people are be-
ginning to be very careful as
the reality of the situation we
are in starts to hit home.”

“And it is difficult to access
the variety of flowers that
were the norm before Covid
broke out.

“But we are OK,”she said.

Jo would also like to thank
everyone who has shopped
with her, for the support they
are giving.

“It is very much appreciated.’

FOOD & DRINK

www.forknwaffle.com.au

3/34 Thompson Ave, Cowes

OPEN 7 DAYS from 7.30ish

Text orders to 0422 151324

Burgers & Beers

Open 4pm-7.30pm
Closed tuesdays

9 Vista P1, Cape Woolamai

NEW TAKE AWAY MENU
& KIDS MENU
OPEN THURS - SUN FROM 5PM

115 THOMPSON AVE, COWES
0498 202 241
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5956 6552

Open 6 days for takeaway

5952 1567

ISOLA DI CAPRI

RESTAURANT

TERIA
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THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A MIORE IMPORTA

Local support is greatly appreciated!

Donna Newton runs three business-
es on Phillip Island ... The Coffee Co
in Thompson Avenue, the nearby Jolly
Lolly Trolley, and the Smith’s Beach
Store.

She employs 20 people and life has
certainly not been easy since the Coro-
navirus crisis began.

“It’s bloody hard” is her candid as-
sessment of the last six months.

“For us overall, it is a mixed bag. We
are doing ‘nearly OK’, but just,”she says.

“I have had to work very long hours
to keep everything running. And my
staff have worked really hard. I am so
grateful to them.

“My adult children have been amaz-
ingly supportive to me during this ex-
traordinarily stressful time. Jen (Hay-
ward) who manages the Coffee Co,
Chris (Hayward) manages the Smith’s
Beach store, and Kirsti (Hayward) sup-
ports us all with whatever is needed,
while also managing two kids doing
remote learning at home.

“But it’s been pretty hard to feel hap-
py a lot of the time.”

Donna said she has written to the
ATO thanking the government for the
support they are giving small business.

“Job Keeper, the business grants, and
PAYG assistance is keeping us going.
We are very fortunate as business op-
erators to be given this sort of help.

“It does not replace lost business, but
it does help a lot.

“I also cannot thank our customers
enough. I would like to publicly say
thank you to them for shopping locally
when they can and supporting not just
us but the other businesses that have
stayed open.”

Gut wrenching

Donna says when the virus first hit,
the first three or four weeks in March
and April were “gut wrenchingly”hard.

Back in March, the choice she faced
in her mind and had to make was: “Go
hard or go home.”

FOOD & DRINK

Donna Newton is pictured at the Smith’s Beach store that she runs, with young staff member Katelyn Duffin.

She decided on “Go hard” with her
main objective to keep her staff em-
ployed, including the two on her books
who are on visas and therefore ineli-
gible for any assistance if they were to
lose their jobs.

To make a stressful time more diffi-
cult, in June, she was robbed.

Donna’s current situation is not envi-
able.

“The Coffee Co is doing ok. It is hold-
ing on. Smith’s Beach is quiet in any
case at this time of the year

“It is the Jolly Lolly Trolley that has
suffered the most,”she says.

While she is eternally grateful for
the support of her locals, she and her
staff are upset at the poor behaviour of
some who come through the door.

“When people come down and it’s
sunny and bright, and they get out and
about, some forget about the rules and

FOOD & DRINK

Takeaway

97 Church Street, Cowes P: 5900 0717

Delivery

and

Phillip Island Coffee Co

Open 7 days per week, 8am to 5pm daily.

P: 0438 755 798

regulations and object to complying
with them.

“One of the hard things for me is
to support my staff with dealing with
people who have been angry and rude
to them.”

At the Jolly Lolly Trolley, customers
are asked to place money in a bowl,
and to take their change from the bowl,
so that staff do not need to come into
contact with it, thus reducing the risk
of transmission for both customers and
ourselves.

“Our approach is: “We take cash.
Please put it in this plate. But amaz-
ingly some have objected to that.

“We are challenged as to why sell-
ing ice-cream and lollies is an essential
service.

“Not everyone has to wear a mask,
for reasons such as asthma, but this
can create problems.

Open

AT SILVERWATER RESORT

Please call 5671 9393 Today
Delivery Hours: 11.00 - 21.00

“They can be spoken to badly by
other customers when they come into
the shop, which creates tension and un-
pleasantness.”

Donna has two staff members with
underlying health problems, “who are
concerned about catching the virus
too”.

In line with regulations, only a lim-
ited number of customers can come
into the Jolly Lolly Trolley at one time.

But this has been the cause of verbal
abuse.

Because of the nature of the busines,
with children taking time to select their
purchases, the queue waiting outside
lengthens.

One family can easily take up five of
the six spaces permitted and spend 15
minutes browsing,.

“We don’t hurry children choosing
lollies. But that is a real challenge on

FOOD & DRINK

two fronts.

“It reduces an already slow turnover,
and some waiting outside are less than
understanding,”Donna says.

Angry demands have been made for
entry on the basis that“we don’t have the
virus”and“we are no threat to anyone”.

“Staff are firm with the regulations.
They are protecting themselves, the
customer, and other people’s families.”

Donna is thinking of reconfigur-
ing the premises to increase numbers
allowed in at any one time, but it’s a
costly job“and we just don’t know how
long this will go on”.

“We are trying to figure out altera-
tions to address the problems that arise.
We just want to protect everyone.”

Problems persist

The Smith’s Beach store is physi-
cally able to run comfortably, but it is
not without problems.

Donna says that in order to comply
with restrictions on numbers and so-
cial distancing, she had to remove ta-
bles and chairs inside and outside that
were bolted in. She initially resisted
taping them off to comply with the no
sitting regulations.

“I thought people would abide by
the rules the government had intro-
duced. But some people do forget or
are confused about what applies.

“We are only allowed six people in
the store, which normally could take
50.That comes at quite a cost.”

Donna is determined to carry on
and realises that at some point this
very difficult period must end

Her back up plan is the sale of her
house: which gives new meaning “Go
hard or go home.”

But Donna is determined, and she
will carry on.

She wants to say thank you to the
community “for shopping locally and
supporting not just my enterprise but
all the other businesses struggling to
remain open.”

FOOD & DRINK

PIZZA

Shop 1/2 Woolamai Beach Road,
Cape Woolamai. Ph: 5956 7000
www.woolamaipizza.com.au

Kristo’s Charcoal Rotisserie
Open 11am — 8pm daily. Closed Wednesdays
Ph: 5952 3355

Phone: 5678 5365
93 Marine Parade,
San Remo, 3925
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N 5 The Esplanade Cowes
Open 7 Days

NORTH PIER Kitchen open all day 12 — 8pm

HOTEL Dine in or Take Away available

Online orders: northpierhotel.orderup.com.au

OCEAN REACH TAKE-AWAY
BEERS & BURGERS
Wed - Sun 5pm - 8pm [Food 5.30 - 8pm]
Sat 12 - 8pm [Food 12 - 3pm + 5.30 - 8pm]

P: 03 5952 5274, 47 Thompson Ave, Cowes,
website: oceanreach.beer

Home Delivered

Meals from the Circuit
Call 0419 328 944

Fri/Sat/Sun
11:30-5:30
P: (03) 8595 2155

www.phillipislandwinery.com.au
phillip y

open
take-away
pick up
delivery (cowe:
7da Spr
yrder online

59522808

Orders
5952 1666

1821 Phillip Island Rd
www.rustywaterbrewery.com.au

OPEN 10am-10pm
Drive-thru
takeaway food and
bottleshop

145 Marine Parade, San Remo 5678 5352

HOTEL ~ MOTEL

TAKE AWAY

FRESH
LOCAL
SEAFOOD
SALES

ORDERS

OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm 2678 5206 FISH & CHIPS
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SMITH’S BEACH GENERAL STORE

Open 7 days a week, 8am to 3 pm daily.
P: 5952 2613

2/23-27 Thompson Ave, Cowes
04476 LOLLY (5659)
Open 7 days

&3 thejollylollytrolley

THE

waterboy

CAFE—
58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765 [3(0)

WIHNG LOLCK cHINESE RESTAURANT

P: 5952 2722 or 0417 316 988
8 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES

GIFTS & FASHION

ANYTHING GOES

Open 7 days - 11am-2pm
15 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

Monday-Friday 9.30-5.00
Saturday 9.30-3.00

Phone: 59522235 @@
www.flowersofphillipisland.com.au

Front Room Boutique

5952 3067
Shop 1/23-27 Thompsom Avenue Cowes
Trading hours mon-fri 11-4, Sat 10-4, Sun 11-3

Open 10:00am - 4:30pm
Shop 4, 134 Thompson Avenue Cowes 3922
Ph: 5952 2515 @

We are open.
Happy to assist
in Cowes and at

Smiths Beach.
9am - 5pm Monday to Saturday . 9am - 3pm Sunday

“Always here for all your surf, skate and clothing needs.”

SURFBOARDS PHILLIP ISLAND AUSTRALIA
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THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A MOF

Waterboy feels the pinch

Waterboy proprietor Jac-
quie Woods is in two minds
about whether to remain open
during this second Coronavi-
rus lockdown period.

Jacquie shut the popular
coffee, breakfast and lunch
café down back in March
when the first lockdown was
announced, re-opening as
soon as the regulations were
relaxed, to the delight of her
regular customers.

“The business held its own
when we re-opened and was
going along nicely, even
though we were limited to 20
customers at any one time.

“I have to say that it felt un-
comfortable at times with the
large numbers of visitors who
poured onto the island dur-
ing that time, but we made it
work,”she said.

Names, times and dates of
all patrons were recorded, and
Jacquie and her staff stuck
scrupulously to all of the new
Covid regulations.

It was a bitter pill to swallow
being regularly forced to turn
patrons away daily, in an es-
tablishment that was used to
seating 73.

“But I knew that this was
necessary and had to be done.
I fully accepted the situation,
this is affecting everyone on
some level,”she said.

But fast forward to this sec-
ond lockdown, when only
takeaway can now be provid-
ed, and the story is a different
one.

“This latest lockdown is a
Kkiller,”she commented.

“People are not going out
and that I can completely un-
derstand. Financially we’re
probably better off not open-
ing the doors. We are hurting.

“But we want to provide a

The Covid gloom lifted beautifully for Jacquie on Wednesday
when four-year old Jackson Tambumrung visited with his mum,
Waterboy staff member Jipp, and baby sister Maya, and pre-
sented Jacquie with a posy of flowers.

takeaway service for our awe-
some customers. And for my
own mental health, as well as
my staff’s, we need to be here.

“Sitting at home for weeks
on end is something none of
us wants to do.”

Like most people, Jacquie
finds it “unbelievable” to be in
the situation we are all in.

For her, the opening of Wa-
terboy four years ago was a
dream come true.

What is so hard at this point
is not knowing what lies
ahead.

GIFTS & FASHION

Order online for pick up or
local delivery

Takeaway now on offer

Jacquie has now reinvented
Waterboy for the time being,
and is offering a takeaway
breakfast and lunch menu.

Waterboy’s favourite offer-
ings are there and can also be
ordered by phone in advance.

Patrons can ring their order
through and nominate a time
for collection.

The kitchen is open from
8am until 2pm daily (Water-
boy is closed on Mondays and
Tuesdays) and orders can be
made by phoning 5952 5765.

GIFTS & FASHION

kidsplaytoys.com.au

P: 5909 0030
2/42 Thompson Ave, Cowes

wear. support. local.

10% of all sales donated locally each month

o
range available at WWWW.MMQ

OPEN 7 DAYS

10-12 Phillip Island Road,
Newhaven
Phone 5956 7553

Phillip Island

Monday to Satwrday
100w to Spm

Sunday 100 to 4pm

Com open by appointment.
Buy online - pick up in stove.

0423 888 458 ©

2012 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes

Handmade products

Open Mon-Sun 9am-5pm

GROCERY ITEMS

TAKING ORDERS NOW
direct from boat

24-26 Boys Home Rd, Newhaven

5952 5666

2 Loch Road, Rhyll

NE|
Q'C" "41",
= ég
o 7
=
&

7926 9207

Post Office

HEALTH & BEAUTY

27 Thomson Avenue

Of WST Stog

Cowes 5952 3066

10 till 4 daily

P: 5952 2244 14 Warley Ave Cowes

Wildlife Coast Cruise operations have come to a full stop with the introduction of Stage 3
regulations. Operator John Dickie (left) is pictured in happier times at the launch of the Wilsons
Prom Cruise program in 2017, with captain of the Brianna Lee Michael Hetherington, and then
Mayor of South Gippsland Ray Argetino (right).

Full stop for whale watching tours

Whale Watching cruises around Phillip Is-
land have had to stop completely since the re-
introduction of Stage 3 lockdown restrictions
three weeks ago.

Like so many others, the return to Stage 3 is
a blow for John Dickie and his Wildlife Coast
Cruises crew, made even harder as they watch
the sunny days and calm weather that has oc-
curred lately which would have made idyllic
cruising conditions for them.

John supports the restrictions.

He believes they are necessary; but not being
able to operate is a blow to his business, and to
staff members.

“The weather has been pretty much perfect,”

he comments.

But the three ferries he operates are all now
high and dry, tied up at Rhyll, San Remo and
Port Welshpool respectively.

The company was due to start their annual
whale watching program at Wilsons Promon-
tory on the weekend that the reintroduction of
Stage 3 was announced. Instead, The Brianna
Lee lies idle at Port Welshpool.

Up until the recent lockdown, and even oper-
ating with heavily reduced numbers, his whale
watching cruises were going well.

“Even though we were limited with the num-
bers we could carry, we were doing quite well.

“There were plenty of whales about.

“We had made a lot of changes and it was
working for us with just the 20 passengers al-
lowed on board.“

HEALTH & BEAUTY

182 Thompson Avenue, Cowes P: 5952 1443
Open: Monday-Friday by appointment

WE ARE OPEN
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9am — 5.30pm

Thur 9am — 8pm
Sat 8.30am — 3pm

P: 0415 529 701 8-5 Mon-Fri & 9-12 Sat
Shop 2, 157/159 Marine Parade, San remo

CIM|Cowes

Medical Centre

164 Thompson Avenue, Cowes P: 5951 1800

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

FIND OUR o

IPLEIRLANIENT

PRODUCTS ONLINE

.permanentbeauty.com.au

86 Back Beach Rd, San Remo 5678 5566
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Rules were scrupulously adhered to. Disin-
fecting of surfaces was carried regularly car-
ried out, masks and gloves were worn when
required, and single touch lunch boxes in
compostable packaging were provided on the
cruises around our shores.

“We are trying to keep everyone occupied
now by doing maintenance on the boats,” he
comments.

He is grateful for Job Keeper and Job Seeker,
to keep his staff employed.

However, the company has fallen through
the cracks as far as state government relief for
tourism goes.

A Bass Coast Council Covid grant is funding
the erection of a cover over the back deck of
the Kasey Lee, and enlargement of its upper
deck area, which will enable the ferry to ac-
commodate an additional 30 undercover pas-
sengers when Stage 3 restrictions are lifted.

He believes the previous 50 limit number will
come back in for some time, before restrictions
are eventually limited, and is pleased that the
work is able to be carried out during this cur-
rent lockdown.

John is involved in local tourism associa-
tions, and says that many in the tourism indus-
try are doing it tough.

“Some have done well, but this is Killing
many others”is his assessment.

Like everyone else at the moment, he says
“all we can do is hope there is an end to all of
this soon.”

HEALTH & BEAUTY

priceline

> pharmaocy
24 Thompson Avenue Ph: 5952 2061

TELEHEALTH
CONSULTS AVAILABLE

5909 0040

www.safflowerclinic.com.au

CHINESE MEDICINE -- COUNSELLING -- ACUPUNCTURE

Shop 2, 164 Thompson Ave, Cowes
Phone: 5952 2299

Mon-Fri 9 am — 5 pm
ISPENSARY Sat9am-3.30pm
e 74 Chapel Street, Cowes

HOME

0400 1200 56

Shop 1/34 Thompson Ave, Cowes
btdesign.com.au

FURNITURE OUTLET

Mattresses, beds, bookcases,
tallboys and more!

153 Thompson Ave - 0402 042 576
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THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A MORE IMPORTANT TIME TO SUPPORT L

Trish McFee (left) drops off her computer to Dale Burdorf at Waterfront Computers. The business
is striving for a 24-hour turnaround with computer repair work, because of the urgency for clients
and students working from home in these difficult Covid times.

Business is brisk at Waterfront

Business is brisk at Water-
front Computers in Cowes
for owner Dale Burgdorf and
technician Zena Benbow.

Covid has certainly not
slowed this business down.

The pair are flat out keep-
ing up with the needs of com-
munity members, striving to
fill orders, carry out repairs,
and connect new clients to the
NBN, in these strange and dif-
ficult Covid times.

“We’ve actually been busier
with repairs, and sourcing
items like printers, monitors
and Wi-Fi solutions, which are
getting hard to come by than
before,” says Dale who took
over Waterfront three and a
half years ago.

Demand for Waterfront’s
services has soared as stu-
dents undertake remote learn-
ing, and large numbers of res-
idents are now having to work
from home.

HOME

Opening times until 13 September
Monday 10-3

Saturday 10-4 \fﬁd

Sunday 10-2
Appointments available outside these hours call Anthony on 0488 144 321

Friday 10-3

Students and teachers have
had to set up remote learning
connections, and many em-
ployers and employees have
had to set up home offices.

The demand is such that
some equipment is now in
very short supply.

Ink sales have also gone
through the roof since the
lockdown, he says.

Zena, the repair technician
at Waterfront, describes her in-
creased workload as“exhausting.”

Whereas pre-Covid she com-
pleted a couple of repair jobs a
day, in a three-day turnaround,
repair work has tripled.

Zena still strives for a two to
three-day turnaround because
the equipment is urgently
needed by clients.

Students need to be able to
access remote learning with a
reliable computer and inter-
net services, as does everyone
working from home.

ALEX sCOTT
AND STAFF

The days are long and Zena,
as a permitted worker, has
had to send her own children
back into school, in order to
be able to keep up with the re-
lentless demand.

Dale has noticed that people
are much more inclined to
buy locally now and to sup-
port local business.

“We hope this continues,” he
comments.

“We have certainly tried very
hard to look after everyone’s
needs in these difficult times.
Everyone now knows that there
is a computer shop in Cowes.”

He was delighted on
Wednesday to take delivery of
a new batch of printers that he
had been waiting for.

The stock simply disappears
from the shelves as fast as it
arrives, Dale comments.

Waterfront Computers is lo-
cated in Thompson Avenue op-
posite the Woolworths complex.

REAL ESTATE

Ect.1886

alexscott.com.au 5952 2633

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

We’'re working remotely,
but it’s business as usual!

www.phillipislandfn.com.au 5952 3922

LIMITED TRADING HOURS: Mon-Fri 10am-4pm

155 Thompson Ave, Cowes 5952 1488

LEISURE

OPEN 7 DAYS

5956 9238 14 Beach Road, Rhyll

PET CARE

W Healthcare ‘a*Pet food

00
*a’ Puppy school
5952 2936 Cnr Melissa Court & Thompson Ave, Cowes

COWES VET SURGERY
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REAL ESTATE

It is still business as usual
in unusual times
We are only a phone call away
for all your real estate needs.

52-54 Thompson Avenue, Cowes P: 03 5932 0_655' 0423373410
Email: enqulres@am-a.com.au
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Luxe Isle staying afloat

Kelly Solohub is the owner of “Luxe Isle”, a
fashionable ladies boutique in Cowes.

She hails from Byron Bay, and the boutique,
which she has operated now for two years, re-
flects Phillip Island’s surfing culture with trendy
outfits on the racks, as well as designer clothing.

The Covid lockdowns have not been easy for
Kelly, a busy mum who has to juggle home-
schooling two young children, aged eight and
ten years old, with running her Chapel Street
business.

The children attend Cowes Primary School
and have returned to home-schooling for the
second time under the latest lockdown.

For Kelly this means helping the children
with lessons delivered remotely, from 9am un-
til 11.55am precisely.

Kelly then races off to open the doors of
Luxe Isle at noon.

Hours are limited because of the lockdown
until 2pm, and she operates from Wednesday
through to Saturday.

Kelly pretty much sailed through the first
Stage 3 lockdown without too much impact on
the business.

Sales were on par with the previous year,
and she was not too concerned.

When the first Stage 3 lockdown ended, the
business continued to bubble along.

"It was really good during that in-between
period. There were lots of tourists here in the
school holidays, because no-one could travel
very far. Phillip Island was busy and sales
were good.”

But it’s a different story with the current
lockdown, and Covid is beginning to bite.

“This time it has been really bad. Luckily, I do
have online sales, and that has kept me afloat.

“Winter is usually quiet, but this is different.
Right now there’s not many around.

“We average between five and ten customers
a day, and just a couple of sales.

“Knits are selling which is good,”Kelly says.

And she is grateful for the support of her
regulars.

Accessing stock is also not a problem, thank-
fully, be it from Melbourne or overseas.

Kelly was also fortunate to be awarded a Bass
Coast Council Covid grant and she is using
this to undertake a social media course, which
will provide her with a better understanding of

REAL ESTATE

We're not in the office, but
we're still open for business!

5952 2799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Stockdale & Leggo

NEW TEAM | NEW STOCKDALE
Contact us today on 03 5922 9300
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922

SERVICES

WORK & CASUAL WEAR
EMBROIDERY

Allmake Clothing
2/69 Chapel Street, Cowes 5951 9941

AM -A Now working from

home/online

Consulting Engineers

Kelly Solohub is the owner of “Luxe Isle” a
fashionable ladies boutique in Chapel Street
Cowes. This second lockdown has been ex-
tremely tough for her business.

online marketing, particularly about the pro-
motion of her brands and products.

Her immediate aim is to get through what
is a pretty bleak lockdown period, in the hope
that a great summer will eventuate.

But she is concerned that we may end up all
just going around in circles.

“I don’t know what the future holds and I am
worried that this may keep on happening. That
no sooner do we open up than we have to be
locked down again.

“Most people in business here are in the
same boat. It is a very difficult time.”

Kelly says she understands that many people
locally have lost their jobs, but others are do-
ing just fine.

And she has an earnest message for them.

“Please shop locally as much as you can. If
we want a thriving shopping centre in Cowes,
and our businesses to be able to open their
doors post-Covid, then please support them.“

SERVICES

Cowes Post Shop

73-79 Thompson Ave,

COWES, VIC 3922

Ph131318

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm.
Early morning parcel collection available Mon-Fri 7am

Cafeé, living art,

landscaping
8 Vista Place, Cape Woolamai. 0404 596 504

MUSIC LESSONS ONLINE

Visit our virtual studio at
www.greenroomconceptstudios.com

P: 0423 354 978

Pip Coleman
Conscious Courses and Therapies,
Online / phone coaching,
meditation and card reading,
Ph: 0437 670 820

Shop = hompson Avenue, Cowes
9am to 3pm Weekdays | P: 5952 3312




Five pristine acres on the outskRirts of Cowes provide an amazing opportunity to enjoy an amaz-

ing rural lifestyle.

Unique lifestyle opportunity

This is an amazing opportunity to enjoy the
rural lifestyle on Phillip Island with five pris-
tine acres (approx.).

In a prime location on the outskirts of the
Cowes township, with the advantage of two
dwellings on the property providing extra in-
come for the owner for either permanent or
holiday rental.

The main residence features an expansive
verandah to enjoy the scenic rural views, with
three bedrooms, including a master with ensuite.

A central open plan living, dining area fea-
tures polished timber floors, wood fire and
split system air conditioning, kitchen with
900 mm oven, gas cooktop, dishwasher, island
bench and walk in pantry.

There’s also a second bathroom/laundry,
a separate studio/rumpus room and a fully
fenced rear yard complete with alfresco deck
and pizza oven.

In addition, there is a large four bay garage with
bathroom and office space, an ideal setup for a
mechanic or tradesperson to work from home.

The second two storey cottage is only six
years old and features a downstairs open plan
living dining area with kitchen, bathroom and
master bedroom and a further two bedrooms
and bathroom located upstairs.

The cottage also features a wrap-around ve-
randah to sit and enjoy the rural view and is
currently permanently rented, providing addi-
tional income for the owner.

With three fully fenced paddocks and dam
providing magnificent rural and native bush
views, this is truly an impressive parcel of
land. Whether you are looking for a unique
lifestyle or a private hobby farm, this is a rare
opportunity in an exceptional location. only
a three minute drive to central Cowes and its
north facing beaches. Call today to organise a
private inspection.

Contact O’Brien Real Estate
on 5952 5100.

1-11 Jeury Court, Cowes
$1,925,000

The centrally located Ritchen is the hub of the home, with large island bench, stylish Belling
dual fuel quad oven, walk in pantry and ample storage.

Immaculate family home

This immaculately presented family home
is situated in a quiet court location, within the
popular Whytesands Estate. If you are look-
ing for a home that offers something a little
different then you’ll certainly find it here. The
home has been cleverly designed to comple-
ment family living whilst providing maximum
flexibility.

The master bedroom is situated at the front
of the home and includes a walk-through robe
to a generously sized ensuite. Continuing
along the hallway, and to the left you will find
a separate zone at the rear of the home which
includes a second living area with study nook,
family bathroom with separate toilet and two
additional bedrooms with BIR’s.

Warm and inviting, the centrally located
kitchen is the hub of this home. A large island
bench with room for seating means that you
can pull up a stool and have a lovely chat over
a cuppa, or is the perfect informal dining expe-
rience. Its stylish Belling dual fuel quad oven,
large walk-in pantry and ample storage will
suit the cook of the family, regardless of the
level of expertise.

Extending out from the kitchen is the open
plan dining and living area. Step out the slid-
ing door to the rear decking and you will find
a covered alfresco area, with electric heating
unit on the ceiling, offering the ideal space for
relaxation or entertaining.

The fully fenced backyard is designed for
low maintenance and is the perfect secure
area for pets or children to play, with its mix-
ture of grassed, paved and stone areas.

Further features include double garage, so-
lar panels, and an area to the east side of the
house which is wide enough to be adapted for
caravan or boat storage. Three split system re-
verse cycle units and ceiling fans throughout
the home provide year-round comfort.

With so many extra features, this home is a
must see.

Call Alex Scott Cowes on 5952 2633 to ar-
range your private inspection or virtual tour.

11 Mitre Court, Cowes
$599,000

Three bedroom, two bathroom,
two living, two-car garage.

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

URGENTLY NEED
PROPERTIES FOR SALE

13 BellaVista Road, Cowes $750,000

This original beach house is the perfect start; with so
much potential because of the land size and north
facing aspect. Create the dream home with ample

LAND AHOY!

room for boat or caravan.Another option is to make
three lots, all with north facing environment (STCA).
We haven’t mentioned the easy access to the Cowes
Foreshore or walking distance to Cowes main street.

6/6 Findlay Street, Cowes,
$489,000

A rare opportunity to purchase this quality
built ‘Fully Furnished Two Storey Three Bed-
room Town House’ in the heart of Cowes.
The fabulous presentation of this stylish three
bedroom, two bathroom town house is sure
to impress. Plenty of space for the whole
family with a fantastic open plan living, dining
& well-appointed kitchen. Beautifully furnished
with quality inclusions throughout featuring
split system air-conditioning, gas heating,
ceiling fans dishwasher, microwave, washing
machine, dryer, T.V, CD/DVD player. Upstairs
layout is so relaxing and inviting featuring

a luxurious ‘spa bath’ and shower in the
centrally located main bathroom. The second
Bathroom is conveniently located downstairs
and also includes a washing machine and
dryer. Lock-up garage and two additional
allocated parking spaces allow plenty of space
for parking.

SENSATIONAL LOCATION!

39 Goodwood
Drive, Cowes,
$559,000

Walk in and just en-
joy all the creature
comforts you could
require.This single
level home is the
perfect start with
two living areas, the
rear one flows to
an outdoor fire pit.
Ideal for investment
or just move in.With
the peace of mind of
the balance of new
build warranty. Walk
to the beach and
take advantage of
all Phillip Island has
to offer.

COMPLETE PACKAGE

LKO0517AA

www.phillipislandfn.com.au

OPEN 7 DAYS
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Located in the exclusive Shearwater Estate,
this property is only 700m from the north fac-
ing Cowes beach and the Cowes Golf Course.

The well-established garden includes fruit and
olive trees and a fantastic herb garden.

Retirement, holiday,
investment — this is it!

This stunning home does much more than
tick all the boxes - it exceeds your expecta-
tions!

Located in the exclusive Shearwater Estate,
this property is only 700m from the north fac-
ing Cowes beach and the Cowes Golf Course.

The owners designed and built this home to
be the perfect residence for island living, with
upgrades through the house and property.

First off: side access to store your caravan,
boat or trailer safe down the side with addi-
tional power to keep it charged.

The HRV home ventilation system fills your
home with drier, filtered healthier air and is
great for reducing moisture levels that cause
condensation. Drier air is quicker and more
efficient to heat too. Large 5Kw 18 panel solar
power system will keep your power bills low.

Premium floorcoverings through the home
from the upgraded eco carpet perfect for aller-
gies with deluxe plush underlay and the hard-
wearing bamboo flooring softens the house
with earthy tones.

A spacious master bedroom with ensuite and
double walk through robes complete with split
system heating and cooling and premium tim-

ber plantation shutters. In addition, there are
two more oversized bedrooms all with built in
robes and a central bathroom.

The star of this home is the central open plan
kitchen, living and dining that opens out to the
fully enclosed alfresco complete with bistro
blinds all of this north facing to keep your
home light filled and warm.

Additional Features
¢ Two heating and cooling split systems
e Ceiling fans to all bedrooms
¢ Plantation shutters throughout the home
e Double car garage with remote
e Side access with increased size and height

for large caravan
e Upgraded flooring throughout
e NBN, Recycled Waters, underground power

Well-established garden complete with fruit
trees including apple, peach, apricot and nectarine,
two great olive trees and a fantastic herb garden.

This home is a must inspect. It will be sure to
please anyone looking for retirement or some-
one who will enjoy all the upgrades. It’s here
waiting for you.

Call Alex Scott Cowes today to arrange your
private inspection on 5952 2633.

Here to make a difference in Phillip Island & surrounds.
For expert service & advice on:

« Residential sales

« Commercial sales & rentals

 Permanent rentals

 Holiday rentals

« Owners corporation management

- Free property appraisals

Consult with OBrien Real Estate Judith Wright
in regards to any of your real estate needs.

The Phillip Island Specialists.

52-54 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
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Private park-like setting
in Smiths Beach

Features - large allotment - two living zones

This three-bedroom home
originally from Box Hill has
been maintained in great
condition. It features two
large open living spaces,
large country kitchen look-
ing to the back yard, two
large double bedrooms and
a third single bedroom, with
a full under cover deck/out-
door living area and a sun
room at the front - the per-
fect place to sit back relax
and enjoy a good book.

Wood heating and three
split systems offers you year
around comfort. The prop-
erty has just been painted
throughout. Solar power
helps with lower power
bills. Plenty of room at the
side for the caravan and
boat.

A unique aspect of the
property is the park-like
setting offering full privacy
and a feeling of being in the
bush, yet the beach is just
minutes away.

Call Alex Scott Cowes on
5952 2633 to arrange your
private inspection or virtual
tour.

$550,000
Two living areas, three bed-
rooms, two bathrooms.

This three-bedroom home, originally from Box Hill has been lov-
ingly maintained in its Smiths Beach location.

Nestled in a park-like setting, the house includes a full under
cover deck and outdoor living area.

Dream on: Trenavin Park was constructed by founder and first president of the Phillip Island
Shire Council AKT Sambell, and his wife Eleanor, in 1923.

Island property

One of Phillip Island’s most historic and
prestigious properties has sold with a price
guide from $7-$7.7 million.

The sale comes as new figures show small
farm prices skyrocketed more than 64 per
cent in Bass Coast in the past financial year
- to $34,846 per hectare — making it the state’s
seventh most expensive area for median small
farms.

Trenavin Park, on the cliffs at Ventnor, is 33
hectares and last sold for $4.25 million in Sep-
tember 2008.

Agent Sean Cussell from Prestige Homes
said the property was sold in early August.

“We had a looming deadline because of
Coronavirus. If it hadn’t sold we would have
had to take it off the market for six weeks be-
cause there are no inspections,” Sean said.

He said he could not disclose the price nor
the settlement date.

The current building was constructed by
founder and first president of the Phillip Is-
land Shire Council AKT Sambell, and his wife
Eleanor, in 1923.

The five-bedroom house was built with lo-
cally sourced bricks and Welsh slate roof tiles,
and has a craftsman-built timber staircase,
coffered ceilings and timber wall panels, while

a long driveway is lined with cypress trees.

A second home, known as The Cottage, has
three bedrooms, while Trenavin also has its
own restored 1906 chapel — once the original
San Remo church, which was transported to
the property more than 30 years ago and has
been used for weddings, concerts and events.

Land boom?

Meanwhile figures show Bass Coast small
farm prices surged more than 64 per cent, with
a median small farm price of $1.42 million, up
53.5 per cent year on year.

Bass Coast prices have surpassed Surf
Coast, where median price per hectare is up
a mere 3.5 per cent to $30,038, according to
data from Digital Agriculture Services for the
2019/20 financial year.

Victoria’s most expensive small farms can
be found on the Mornington Peninsula, where
median sale price is $3.85 million — or $170,913
per hectare, down more than 26 per cent on
the previous year.

Macedon Ranges comes in fourth, and Baw
Baw tenth, with real estate figures showing
more people are seeking a rural lifestyle away
from metropolitan areas on the back of Coro-
navirus restrictions and lockdowns.
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| HEREWARD CLOSE, COWES 22 DUNVEGAN CRESCENT, SURF BEACH 15 RHYLL/NEWHAVEN ROAD, RHYLL 10 DEVON AVENUE, COWES

$895,000 $785,000 $925,000 $739,000
* 4 bed/2 bath * 4 bed/2 bath * Rural & water views * Perfectly positioned
* Premium location * Water Views * 7 bed/3 bath * 3 bed/l bath
* North facing allotment approx. 980m2 * Popular Surf Beach location * 4 large living areas * 100m from beach

13 SHOALHAVEN ROAD, COWES 8/16 BEACH STREET, RHYLL Il MITRE COURT, COWES 14 MONTEREY AVENUE, COWES
$549,000 $525,000 $599,000 $619,000
* 3 bed/2 bath * 3 bed/2 bath * Immaculately presented family home * Brand new home opposite park
* Fully enclosed alfresco area * Located in exclusive cul-de-sac * 3 bed/2 bath/ 2cars * 4 bed/2 bath/ 2 car
* Plantation shutters * Open plan living * Covered alfresco with heating * Short stroll to Golf Club & beaches

167 BACK BEACH ROAD, SMITHS BEACH 34 HELEN STREET, COWES

SPRING
IS ON OUR p=

* 2 open living spaces & large kitchen * Quiet Court location
* 3 bed/ 2 bath * 5 bed/ 3 bath/ 2 living
* Wood Heater & 3 split systems * Large undercover deck
21 PALL MALL,VENTNOR 6 DARRYL COURT, COWES

CALL USTODAY FOR
FREE NO OBLIGATION
MARKET APPRAISAL. 549,000

 Central Cowes, walk to shops & beach
* 3 bed/ 2 bath
* Large undercover entertainment area

$849,000

* 4 bed/ 2 bath

* Balcony with water views
* Huge open living space

10 GLAMIS ROAD,VENTNOR 62 BOARDWALK BLVD, COWES 37 SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES 30 WAGTAIL WAY, COWES
19 THE ESPLANADE, COWES 14 SEDGMAN ROAD,WIMBLEDON HEIGHTS 2WATTLE COURT, COWES 4WATTLE COURT, COWES
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Greg Price Brian Silver Maree Malloy Chase Watters Julie Moerkerk Kahren Bennett Robyn Morgan Stephen Chamberlin
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Here we go again: lockdown lowdown

During the first COVID-19 lockdown, the Advertiser ran a
weekRly column with the McLure family of Smiths Beach to
see how they were coping in quarantine.

Given stage 3 restrictions have now been reimposed, we
again visit the family, who have lived on the island for 16
years. Mum Lisa is a hairdresser at Elements Hair Room in
Cowes, and a personal trainer at the YMCA and in her home
studio. Dad Tim is a welder and mechanic at an engineer-
ing company in Wonthaggi. And then there are the two kids,
Angus, 10, in grade four at Cowes Primary and Evie, six,
in grade one. Lisa — well known for her upbeat take on life -
will again share stories of how the family is getting through

the isolation.

“Oh dear, I just got kicked in the
head with a Swiss ball.

When we came out of lockdown
last time, we decided to start our
house renovation, which we’d de-
layed because of restrictions.

We’ve got a new bathroom and the
plasterers are currently working up-
stairs. So I've moved downstairs into
my fitness studio with the kids to do
home schooling.

But being in a room that is eight
metres by two metres with a dog, cat,
two kids and a couple of Swiss balls
is not going so well right now.

We started the reno when every-
thing opened up.

It didn’t take long once life got
back to normal to get busy again.

I didn’t realise how much we cram
into life. It was such a contrast.

Every week became busier and
busier, not just the reno, but we did
dance, footy, swimming, personal
training, not just for the kids, but Tim

and me.

Slowly but surely the busy routine
crept back in.

We even went to Wilsons Prom in
our new van, the weekend before re-
strictions came in.

Now everything has stopped I'm
actually enjoying this time a lot
more.

It’s now about seizing the moment.

When it was busy I realised I
missed the quiet moments, walking
with a friend or swimming with the
kids.

Every night at dinner we ask the
kids what they loved most about
their day and they never say ‘being
on the iPad’, but going for a walk as
a family or being on the beach.

I think it’s important just to be
aware of this.

It’s taught me not to sit around and
wait, just do it.

Normally I'd sit on the beach and
think it’s too cold to go for a swim

Angus and Evie McLure out on the water at Smiths Beach last week, back to
home schooling but enjoying the quiet moments, the joy of living by the beach.

with the kids, but instead I bought a
wetsuit and I'm now swimming with
them.

No one looks attractive in a wet-
suit, but we’re all having a ball.

I may not get another opportunity
to go in the water, so let’s do it today.

The kids have never been to For-
rest Caves, so we took them for the
first time on the weekend and they
absolutely loved it.

I'm also coming into this lockdown
healthier after doing dry July.

Last time if I had a hard day I'd

have a drink and if I'd had a good
day I'd also drink to celebrate and
two drinks would turn into four.

But the next day I'd feel sluggish
and moody.

Once restrictions eased I got back
into my work clothes and they were
snug.

So I thought, I can’t do this to my-
self any more.

Coming off drinking was hard, be-
cause it was such a daily habit. It had
become a reward.

But having done dry July and now
not drinking at all, my energy is
through the roof and my anxiety lev-
els are way down.

I wake up feeling so much better,
clear headed, not bloated.

I wake up, go for a run and even
yesterday I finished the run with a
swim, fully clothed, walking up the
street dripping.

I would have stripped off naked
but it would have been too hard to
get dressed wet.

So this time it’s totally different: a
new, improved isolation 2.0.

This time round I'm thinking about
the future.

When people ask our kids what
isolation was like for them, I don’t
want them to remember me wrecked.

I want them to say ‘we didn’t see
our friends but we had more time
with mum and dad, we went on ad-
ventures and had fun as a family’.

I want their memories to be good
ones.

No matter how much you want to
be out of restrictions, we are here
and we can’t change it.

So it’s all about what we make of it

Testing capacity increased

Elyse’s lip

In the past month, on average more than 900
tests a week have been carried out by Bass
Coast Health.

This is a huge increase on several hundred a
week earlier in the pandemic.

The capacity of the new drive-through test
site in Wonthaggi has been upgraded twice to
respond to demand.

The upgrades include an additional lane and
better shelter for staff and Bass Coast Health
CEO, Jan Child said some processes have been
refined.

“There are now two lanes and testing can ac-
commodate people in six cars at once during
peak times,”said Ms Child.

“We have had positive feedback and we add
resources where we need to.”

She said all medical and Division 1 nurs-
ing staff were able to perform the COVID-19
swabs, which meant tests could be done in the
emergency department and wards, as well as
at the testing clinics.

“There is a core group of staff who are work-
ing at both the Urgent Care Centre and the
testing tent, but other staff can be quickly
brought in as the need arises.”

The rising demand for tests has seen an in-
crease in waiting times, with Ms Child con-
firming the average waiting time was around
one hour.

She said Monash Pathology had increased their
processing capacity and generally people re-
ceived their test results within two to three days.

Ms Child said several factors were influenc-
ing the increased demand for tests.

“The testing numbers fluctuate and can be
influenced by what is happening in the com-
munity that day.

“When social media reports local cases, or
when there is a local school or business affect-
ed, our numbers naturally rise,” she said.

“There is also an increase based on rules
changing, such as testing for all elective surgi-
cal patients.”

With DHHS currently reporting three active
cases in the region, the BCH Infection Control
team has expanded to the equivalent of three
full-time staff.

“Our Infection Control Nurse has been the
key point of contact for all positive and active
cases that have been tested at BCH, and BCH
has assisted with identifying and following up
with close contacts until the DHHS tracing
team is available,” Ms Child said.

“This ensures that all local cases are proac-
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The Wonthaggi drive through testing facility
has been upgraded to help deal with the 900+
tests being conducted each week.

tively supported and isolated. All communica-
tion with positive cases is undertaken in liai-
son with DHHS who have the primary role of
contact tracing.”

Ms Child said the team was also following
up people who have had other illnesses such
as Influenza and ensuring people are phoned
with their test results.

She said the increased demands from the
pandemic had significantly increased staff
workloads.

“BCH staff have been extremely busy, not
just with the preparation for the pandemic
where the guidance is changing regularly
and most work processes have had to change
many times; but with the increased demand —
it’s been generally busy.

“The good thing is that people have not
stopped coming in for care like we experi-
enced in the first phase, and we have added
resources so that staff are coping with the ad-
ditional workload,” she said.

She said some staff were concerned about
their health and the health of their families
and the change back to remote learning for
schools was an added pressure for staff with
families.

“Most are just keen to see a light at the end
of this long tunnel and are doing the best they
can to support one another.”

Anyone with even the mildest COVID-19
symptoms is urged to get tested and self-iso-
late until they receive their results.
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service

Mandatory face masks may be useful
in the battle against COVID-19, but
for deaf people who rely on lip-read-
ing they are proving problematic.

So manager of the San Remo Hotel
Elyse Fisher (pictured) — well known
for her community support - has
created a lanyard to help the deaf or
hearing impaired.

“I am deaf. I cannot lipread through
your mask. To communicate with
me please be patient and use your
mobile phone or pen and paper,” the
lanyard reads.

Lanyards are available from San
Remo Hotel Thirsty Camel Bottle
Shop, as well as their other venue,
The Korumburra Middle Hotel.

All clear at Griffiths Point

No staff or residents at Griffiths Point
Lodge in San Remo have tested positive to
COVID-19.

Bass Coast Health is keeping a close watch
on the facility after a staff member tested pos-
itive at their other aged-care facility, Kirrak
House in Wonthaggi.

“Griffiths Point Lodge residents and staff
are only being tested if they are symptom-
atic,”said BCH CEO Jan Child.

Restrictions agreed to with residents and
staff some weeks ago remain in place.

Take the test

You should be tested if you display even
the mildest symptoms, including: fever,
chills or sweats, cough, sore throat, short-
ness of breath, runny nose, or loss of sense
of smell or taste.

Testing is available at:

e Phillip Island Health Hub (24 hours a

“Everyone was keen to keep the virus at bay
and so we instituted extra cleaning and put
on additional staff and we ceased visitors ex-
cept for exceptional circumstances.

“Staff are having refresher training in don-
ning and doffing PPE and in Infection Preven-
tion and Control practices.”

Communal activities and dining have been
reduced and Ms Child said extra diversional
therapy staff had been rostered on at Griffiths
Point Lodge, “to ensure residents can connect
with their loved ones”.

day). Call 5951 2100.

e Wonthaggi Hospital drive through testing
service is available 10am-5pm, 7 days a week.

You can also book a test at Wonthaggi
Medical Centre, Monday to Friday (Ph: 0492
036 568 or www.hotdoc.com.au/medical-
centres/wonthaggi-VIC-3995/wonthaggi-re-
spiratory-clinic/doctors).

People should phone their doctor or the
Coronavirus hotline on 1800 675 398 if their
symptoms get worse.
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\v‘g/ @ Coastal Refrigeration
i— and Airconditioning
AU22840

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

LK4942

e
@QZMW@A

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE

Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

LK4943

Business Guide

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

MARK ATLEY
CONCRETING EST. 1983

* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

LK5089

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Eay= SKip Hire
+ Earth works

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 37

L109866 REC26099

LK5556

Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

Carpets
Blinds
Furniture

5952 1488
155 Thompson Avenue

4 Glen Isla Court
Cowes 3922

€ mavtvs gmail.com
W: mavtv.com.au

ABN 72 837 466 589

Digital antenna installs & service, TV wall-mounting &
install, home theatre & surround sound set-up,
satellite dish supply, install & service,
new house/extension pre-wiring for TV & AV, TV
points, telephone & data paints & cabling ...and more
Call for advice or book in today

0400 722 503

LK00234

LK5407

RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

» Exposed aggregate paving
 Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
¢ House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

REC: 28634

JOSHUA BROWN
@ 0448 804 321
© jbrownelectrics@gmail.com

Yapirt gzl aial 2 lidle 2leeiielis, 14 o Yoo L}/ o loo snall

R&KBurt -
Servicing Phillip Island since 1987

¢ Decks ® Maintenance repairs

Ring Ray 0417 107 835

Member

DB - U9108 521191

Builders

¢ New homes ¢ Extensions ¢ Renovations

LK5399

NEW
ConcRETM®

Luke Hinrichs, Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,
Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed,

0402 454 742

Wav,

LK5186

New homes and
renovations

Emergency
service calls

Maintenance
and repairs

New appliance
installations

Fault finding

Phone, data, TV
installs and repairs

0401 851 831
maxroyalelectrical@gmail.com

LIC: A56425 REC: 27368

BESTG L.
ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

* Registered building practitioners
» Worksafe approved | Fully insured
* All areas/free quotes

LK5401

5 RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
b Phillip Island
= 5956 9551 / 0417 141 035

To advertise in the
Business
Guide

Contact Jane on
5952 3201 or email

ads@pisra.com.au

ISLAND DESIGN

& BUILD

“Extension & Renovation Specialist”
Over 35 years experience

Ph 0417 503 003

Rob Norton

INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING

e Carpet ¢ Rugs ¢ Deck ¢ Floor Tiles

e STEAM CLEANING
¢ Truck mount machine

Glen: 0405 415 133

Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

ISLAND Estiost
CARPET CLEANING

* Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
* Commercial - domestic - upholstery
* Rental bond specialists
« Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING

0415106 443 5956 6888

richandi@hotmail.com

TIIVI NNEVWIVIARNI

ar D

CONCRETING
» Exposed aggregate ¢ House slabs
* Driveways * Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
* All concreting needs

Tel/Fax 5956 8791
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922 E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

0419 312 805
L.

LK5414

:

—
CONCRETING

¢ EXCAVATOR ¢ BOBCAT e TIPPER

©HOUSE SLABS *DRIVEWAYS FOOTPATHS
*GARAGES *EXPOSED AGGREGATE ©CROSSOVERS

LK5412

Steve Wheatley 0419 003 052

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

ISLAND
DECKS

VV6S000X1

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE

>>> Service & Repairs <<<

e Short & Long term
hire available with
mechanic onsite
for service & repairs

20 The Concourse * Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

o All aspects of timber fencing ¢ Gates
e Demolition and removal ¢ Residential homes
¢ Holiday homes e Repairs
For a free measure and quote
Call Pat 0431 514 518

coastalfences01@gmail.com

ISLAND TIMBER ¢
HA AND FENCING °

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers,
brush panels etc.
ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber
NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

* CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
* NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

0415 106 443

richandi@hotmail.com AIETS LETG)

Since 1987

LK5163

NEAL McRAE

EXCAVATIONS

@ 10m® tippers @ Bobcat
@ 4 ton excavators @ Post hole borers
@ Driveways ® Rubbish removed
@ Quarry materials supplies ® Blocks cleared
611 Ventnor Road, Cowes

0418 383 881 - 5956 8615
Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

LK5185
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Paling Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls
FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au
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SIMPLE
FENCING

Phillip Island and surrounds

0406 225 442
simplefencing® hotmail.com

iness Gu

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

I

e design consultations e sprinkler systems/garden lighting
 exposed aggregate driveways ® paving & retaining walls

 low maintenance gardens e over 20 years experience

Mobile: 0419 356 222
www.islandlandscaping.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE
*x ok ok ok Kk
COMPETITIVE PRICES
Mobile: 0419 543 637

AT S

LK5293

Treatment . Termites * Rodents * Fleas * Bees
Of all * Cockroaches * Spiders ® Wasps
Pests ¢ Soil treatments * Red Stop Barriers Installed

23 years experience
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

i

ﬂWRIGHTON \
N4 GAS SUPPLIES [
Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies
and appliances sales
Bruce Wright

Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LK5403

BETTSY’S

GLASS
o

Glazing the Island and district
LEWIS BETTS A.B.N. 28 300 150 885

* Residential locksmithing & key cutting * Mosaic glass ¢ Flyscreens
+ Shower screens * Re-glazing * Security doors | Glass balustrading

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 04325 9 7641, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 3, 221 Settlement Road, Cowes
sales@bettsysglass.com.au

Mﬂ_—_

Phillip Island

GLASS

wenasiorear= \WORKS

B Reglazing @ Showers B Vlirrors
B Splashbacks B Balustrading

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes

LK4865

LK5241

Dave Costello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal
Call for a free quote

0411175 957

LK4944

WONTHAGGI

& Construction Supplies

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

BORAL|
]

Bricks and Masonry

mm_—

59525570 0419 525 588

LS
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

JD5840

GREEN ACRES MOWING AND
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0421977879
PHILLIP ISLAND
MICK BASS COAST

GREENACRESMOWING20@GMAIL.COM

CALL FOR FREE QUOTE

LAWN MOWING

* Edging ° Clean Up
¢ Fully Insured ¢ Plus more services

For free appraisal:

Call Russell 0400 626 961
white.rc@hotmail.com

ISLAND HOME SERVICES
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps

- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

¢

ide

SOUTHERN

IMETALYROCOFING;

Metal Roofing Specialists

 Domestic & Commercial * Repairs
« New Installation & Renewals ¢ Maintenance
« Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
e Aluminium Gutter Guard * Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE i # aza11
¢ Gas ¢ Hot water units

* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

LK4939

]

Call 131 546

v/ FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
WWWw.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

Steel fabrication * Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order ¢ Sheetmetal fabrication
Guillotine and folding * Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE * Genie lift and generator hire
Call for a quote WE DELIVER
14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

m_—_

KOOKAS
PLUMBING

FOR ALL YOUR COMMERCIAL
& DOMESTIC NEEDS
RELIABLE SERVICE

CALL BRETT 0417 829 002

Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging
land Security Monotoring
cure  On Site Manager
orage >4hr / 7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

*Carpentry *Decks and deck staining
*Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations
*Gates and Fences *Paths and Driveways
*Gardening *Gutter Cleaning

and more....

MONKI'S MAINTENANCE

Same Day @?‘

Plumbing BV
Service Brothers :

Lic 43482
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Fully equipped for any job.

CALL GARY FOR A FREE QUOTE.
No job to big or small.

Wright Cut Home
& Property Maintenace

0484 867 919 [
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Old homes, restorations, real estate,

insurance work, domestic & commercial
Free quotes/over 25 years exp.
Competitively priced/professional
reliable service

julianbird8@gmail.com

0431992 027

- THE ADVERTISER, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2020

RELIABLE PLUMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

» NO CALL OUT FEE
* Leaking taps & toilets

* Hot water systems replaced
* Vanities & water

-I—t-rp-l—r : « Filters installed
aDPV e Flum er-Gasfitting

0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vic. no. 115269

« General plumbing

To advertise in the

Bus[ness
Guide

Contact Jane on

5952 3201 or email
ads@pisra.com.au




Stop Ventnor development

I write to strongly object to the pro-
posed development at 46 McHaffies
Lane, Ventnor. I was born and raised
on Phillip Island and for the past al-
most 70 years have watched in dismay
as our environment is carved up for
tourism and development. I now live in
Ventnor where I enjoy the diversity of
fauna and flora that remain. Wallabies
abound in the coastal bushland. Mut-
ton birds continue to arrive and depart
in their ancient migratory patterns. A
large flock of yellow tailed black cock-
atoos are a regular sighting. Surely
these and other wildlife deserve some
respite from the traffic, the night lights
and the noise that must accompany de-
velopment. I fear Phillip Island nature
park is fast becoming Phillip Island
Tourist Village.

Liz Jones, Ventnor

Vietham Veterans

Each year on August 18, Vietnam Vet-
erans’ Day and the anniversary of the
Battle of Long Tan, Australians pause
to reflect on the service and sacrifice of
those who served during the Vietnam
War.

The first Australian troops from
the Australian Army Training Team
Vietnam arrived in 1962 and over the
course of the war around 60,000 Aus-
tralians served there, with our involve-
ment ending with the Royal Australian
Air Force flying humanitarian missions
and evacuating embassy staff in April,
1975. Tragically, 521 Australians died
and more than 3,000 were wounded.

On 18 August 1966 Australian soldiers
fought in one of their fiercest battles
during the entire Vietnam War, the Bat-
tle of Long Tan, a brutal action that saw
18 Australians killed and 25 wounded.

As we commemorate the service and
sacrifice of those who served and died
in Vietnam, it is important to acknowl-
edge that many Vietnam veterans were
deeply affected by their service. Viet-
nam veterans were instrumental in es-
tablishing the Vietnam Veterans’ Coun-
selling Service, now known as Open
Arms. This service has been providing
mental health and support services for
Australian veterans and their families
every year since 1982 and is their en-
during legacy.

All Vietham veterans can be proud
that Open Arms supported more than
30,000 veterans and their family mem-
bers last year and that it has made a
life-changing difference to countless
veterans and their families and I know
it will continue to do so into the future.

Vietnam veterans also set up the
Long Tan Bursary, a program that pro-

WE KNOW

TIMBER, HARDWARE,
RURAL SUPPLIES

1965

,\/ .
Mmpe®  &BUILDING MATERIALS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au
Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

ads@pisra.com.au

ol

To advertise in the business guide

Contact Jane on 5952 3201

vides education support to the children
and grandchildren of Vietnam veterans,
helping them gain the skills and quali-
fications needed to pursue their chosen
career. Applications for the 2021 Bur-
sary are now open and eligible descen-
dants of our Vietnam veterans can ap-
ply online at avcat.org.au/scholarships/.

As anation, I encourage all Australians
to acknowledge and honour the Vietnam
veterans who gave so much in the service
of our country, as well as recognise the
rich contribution Vietnam veterans con-
tinue to make to our community.

Lest we forget.

Darren Chester

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs

Minister for Defence Personnel

Open Arms — Veterans & Fami-
lies Counselling provides free and
confidential support for current and
ex-serving ADF personnel and their
families. Help is available 24/7 on 1800
011 046 (international: +61 1800 011
046 or +61 8 8241 4546) or visit www.
OpenArms.gov.au

Why | can’t join the
Phillip Island Dog
Owners Association

I love dogs, but I am writing to chal-
lenge the Phillip Island Dog Owners
Association’s Facebook post assertion
—‘our rights to our beaches’.

When the group was proposed, I was
full of hope about the group working
with Council to find a solution that re-
spected the seasonal breeding of wild-
life while also allowing dogs and owners
on the beach. However, once the group
was formed, I realised that it was taking
an antagonistic approach, as reflected in
its banner, ‘I own a dog and I vote’.

This mantra sits uncomfortably with
the American National Rifle Associa-
tion’s banner, ‘I own a gun and I vote’.
Basically, it speaks of a one-sided, no
compromise stance.

Nobody has explicit rights to any
public area; they are shared spaces
and this community right needs to be
respected.

I have been walking along this beach
(Ventnor) with a dog since 1971. Then,
there was me, my dog and a couple of
dalmatians owned by the potter, Eric
Juckert. Then, there were very few hous-
es, mostly paddocks, hardly any people.

Fast forward to 2020, many more
houses and new estates, many more
people, less space for wildlife, and
many more pets.

Phillip Island is unique, we need to
respect and protect what makes it spe-
cial alongside the more intensive ur-
ban development from which we have

/

e

all benefitted in some way through
employment, small businesses, ser-
vices like doctors, cafes and so on. But
Phillip Island is a finite space and its
expansion needs to be balanced, even
on beaches.

We can’t go back to ‘good old days’,
but we can work cooperatively and
respectfully to preserve a place for all,
including wildlife and dogs. We owe it
to the kids.

I ask the Phillip Island Dog Owners
Association to think about their ap-
proach of ‘us or them’.

Afterall, ‘cooperation makes it hap-
pen.’Ilearned this from Sesame Street.

Tricia O’Brien, Ventnor

Follow the guidelines

People are indeed strange, and in-
credibly selfish at times!

In this second wave of Covid-19
contamination and rapid community
transmission, and the imposition of
Stages 3 and 4 lockdown, we have seen
just how easily and quickly the virus
can spread and the havoc that it can
wreak. That being the case, how is it
that despite all of the media coverage,
people still flagrantly disregard the
advice from the Victorian Premier and
Chief Medical Officer?

Here on the island we are seeing way
too many Melbournians camped in
their weekenders. The current govern-
ment second wave directions are that
we must all stay in our own principal/
permanent residence. It might have
been ok before this second wave to
designate a weekender as a principal
place of residence, but that does not
comply with the current situation. The
island has a high percentage of per-
manent residents in the vulnerable
age group, and while some might un-
derstand why people might want to get
out of Melbourne, it is not ok to risk
the health and wellbeing of others. Per-
haps the local police should increase
their patrols and send these people
back to their real homes?

It has also been obvious since the
imposition of Stage 3 lockdown last
week that some islanders think it is ok
to continue to visit each other in their
homes for a chat and a cuppa, often
without bothering to mask up! This is
also not in line with the current restric-
tions. Presumably these individuals
think we are safe here, but as we have
seen in NZ, and in the past week in
three regional Victorian cities, the situ-
ation can change quickly, and dramati-
cally for the worse.

I do not want to contract the virus,
and I would not want anyone else in
our tight-knit community to needlessly
suffer either. It would be very difficult

Tell us your Views with a

e Email advert

for all of us if things were to get out of
hand, and we were to find ourselves
under Stage 4 lockdown. Let us all do
the right thing!

Jeff Bond, Cowes

AGL gas report fears

The recent release of over 10,000
pages in documents for the AGL and
APA gas import jetty and pipeline proj-
ect have confirmed the fears of local
residents.

The Environment Effects Statement
(EES) details the construction and op-
erational impacts of the gas project on
Western Port Bay, the 57km pipeline
corridor and surrounding communities.

Local resident concerns include:

e Over 450 million litres of cold,
chlorinated wastewater would be dis-
charged into Western Port Bay every
day of operation

e Various air emissions, odour, noise
and artificial light pollution would im-
pact on Crib Point and French Island
residents

e Formaldehyde concentrations ex-
ceed the design criteria

® 900 trucks per year on local roads
to provide liquid nitrogen to the gas
facility

¢ A 640 metre buffer zone either side
of the proposed 57km gas pipeline
could impact landowners, residents
and businesses

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
and Cardinia Council are due to vote on
their position on the AGL gas project.

I hope all residents and visitors
around Western Port Bay will send
their thoughts and concerns to the Vic-
torian Government.

Public submissions close at 11:59pm
on Wednesday, August 26 via the En-
gage Victoria website: https:/engage.
vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC

Dale Stohr, Crib Point

Thanks to Council

The Spicy Duck would like to extend
its appreciation to Council after suc-
cessfully receiving a grant as part of
the Business and Community Resil-
ience Grants Program. It is an innova-
tive approach to supporting local busi-
ness during these times.

We have been able to use the grant
to develop an exciting and vibrant on-
line presence, starting with our new
website. This online presence will help
us engage with customers safely and
effectively during these unpredictable
times. We were able to employ local
web designer George Pappas who

developed a very engaging and user-
friendly website and social media pres-
ence. For those interested in viewing

Business Guide

‘Letter to the !Ed?lor’,
(350 word limit).
iser@pisra.com.au

the website, www.thespicyduck.com.
Staff and Management — The Spicy
Duck

Gas last gasp

“Gas will never be cheap again”says
Tim Forcey, EssoBHP Bass Strait engi-
neer, for 2000-2010. Main revenue al-
ways came from oil, not gas, which ac-
tually hinders oil flow. In big hurry, to
get rid of big volume, needing pipeline
to Melbourne, cheap price made gas
dump possible. Now, as usual, to sat-
isfy demand, more supply makes price
fall. Since 2015, supply has tripled but
so too have prices.

So what? Why should we care? Pet-
rochemical companies don’t retain
ownership of gas fields. They make
money getting them going but then
get rid, to get money for more projects.
So who buys? For such 40-year, mod-
est earning, safe investment, buyers
are mostly superannuation companies,
your money. If you care, check fossil
rating online, for your super company,
with organisations like Market Forces,
hoping you're already divested.

Until COVID finished them, con-
tractors were drilling wells like Ponzi
scheme, to prop up failed yields. Bank-
ruptcies now declared, $135 Billion for
USA and $20 Billion for Queensland.
While crazy LNG prices can’t make
ends meet for exports, we pay rip off
prices for gas (without cost to convert
LNG), nearly twice as high, as paid in
Japan (for “our” gas), to make foreign
owned companies profitable.

Gas Transition fuel, to nowhere, no
way. How can we not care when there’s
less for health, education, welfare, even
infrastructure, because such big tax-
payer bucks slithered to foreign fossil
fuel companies?

About emissions, Australia’s are still
rising. In comparison UK declined,
since 1973, now down 42 per cent on
1990 levels. Simultaneously economic
growth is 72 per cent rising to chal-
lenge of annual targets set in law. UK
and EU now finally getting serious
about protection, from unfair competi-
tion, from countries without emissions
policy. Answer is BCA (Border Carbon
Adjustment) a tariff, making imports
from Australia more expensive.

Gas consumption needs to reduce,
drastically. It’s harder to find. Gas con-
tains more and more carbon dioxide,
filtered, then blown off to atmosphere,
big time, disguised by weasel words
“fugitives” and “leakage”. Last year,
revenue for nearest competitor, Qatar,
was $26 Billion while ours was $1.15
Billion. So how about we stop giving
LNG away?

Bernie McComb, Cowes

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES
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NO JOB TOO SMALL

® Qualified
e Tree Maintenance
o Tree Removal

0
>
SL Tree Care

e Storm Damage

e Lawn Mowing

e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

LK5411

windows every time!

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Discounts
apply for
Pensioners

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

e Tree & Stump removal

ventnor property
GH S G s

free quotes, no job to small

lawn mowing, rubbish removal, cleanups,
windows cleaned, all general odd jobs.

® Pruning
e Chipping tim waterton
Fully insured
Sean 0439 900 091 EZAZZRZE::
wWww.treecarenow.net E: twaterton3@hotmail.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

DEATHS

GUY, Vicki Lorraine:
To my brave cousin Vicki.
Great company, Great
friend. Lover of animals
and family. Miss you my
little friend.

Ellen Grigg, Danni,
Daine, Phoebe and Jed.

Annabell Freeman
passed away peacefully
at 11.30 pm on Friday
the 14th August 2020
at Banfields Aged
Care in the presence
of her daughter
and granddaughter.
Beloved and devoted
wife of Tony Freeman
(deceased) loved and
cherished mother of
Heatherley and her
partner Richard and
treasured grandma to
Dylan and Sophie and
their partners Jess and
Jed . She was a true
English rose .

RIP with Tony forever.
Our thanks and
appreciation goes out
to all of her Banfields
family for their loving
care during her
7 years there.

‘Mobility scooter,
Shoprider Venturer.
Good condition, not
used much, under 2
years old. $1,500, Mob:
0428 454 338’

LOST

Reading Glasses

Around Settlement Rd
and Silverleaves area.
Contact Mike on
0451283426

PUBLIC NOTICES

Phillip Island
RSL Community
Men’s Shed

REPAIRS AND
RESTORATIONS

From timber to metal -
small to large projects
Reasonable prices
Open Tues & Thurs
9am to noon

Contact Terry on
0438 808 428

JOC0112

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meet-
ings Bass Coast Shire:
Cowes - Sunday 5-6pm,
St Philip’s Church (opp.
Coles); Wonthaggi - Fri-
day 1lam, Salvation
Army Hall (149 McKen-
zie St.). Phone 1300 652
820 or visit na.org.au
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting will be held on
September 10th 2020 at 5.30pm via Zoom.

The business of the Annual General Meeting shall be:

1) an update on the affairs of the group,
2) conducting elections for committee,
3) voting on special resolutions (if required),
4) announcement of Life Membership(s) if awarded.

Conducting an AGM via Zoom during a pandemic is
a new and different situation. This AGM will be lim-
ited to members only and require that attendees
pre-register by the 7th Sept to enable us to track
attendance and voting automatically.

After pre-registration, members will then be sent a

unique invitation to the meeting.

Pre-registration with your name and email, can be
performed via: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZMpcuCqrTkiHtGrSfvSQ6axlcWLjdEoj2wh.

Memberships may be renewed via our website.

NOTICE OF AGM

7 September 2020
9.30am
Virtual Meeting

For more information and to
register your attendance visit:

www.pirsl.com.au

1in5
people in
Australia will

experience
depression.

MSC7939

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser
is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe
the Standards may
have been breached,
you may approach the
newspaper itself
or contact the
Council by email
info@presscouncil.org.au

or by phone
(02) 8261 1930.
For further
information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

MSC7943

CHURCH
NOTICES

Members should check their
church websites for details of
service times and guidelines.

UNITING CHURCH:
www.cowes.unitingchurch.org.
au/minister.php
www.facebook.com/
pages/St-Johns-Uniting-
Church/828979940479969
BAPTIST CHURCH:
www.islandbaptist.org.au/
HOPE CHURCH:
are emailing members
www.islandhopechurch.com/

CATHOLIC CHURCH:
www.cdsale.org.au/
coronavirus
www.cdsale.org.au/
prayer-and-reflection

ST PHILLIP’S ANGLICAN
CHURCH:
www.anglicanparishbass-
phillipisland.org/

www.facebook.com/
stphilipscowes/

PHILLIP ISLAND SURF
CHURCH:
www.facebook.com/pages/
category/
Christian-Church/Surf-Church-
Phillip-lsland-
360300548086709/

The Annual General Meeting
of Island Voice will be held on
Aug 28th 2020 at 6pm via Loom.

The business of the Annual General Meeting
shall be:

1) an update on the affairs of the group,

2) conducting elections for committee,

3) voting on special resolutions (if required).
Conducting an AGM via Zoom during a
pandemic is a whole new situation. It will require
that attendees pre-register, with your name and
email, before the event. Members will then be

sent a unique invitation to the meeting. These
will enable us to track of attendance and voting.

Details of pre-registration will be provided via
Island Voice’s FaceBook page.

Aunty Fay Stewart-Muir will talk with Lisa Kennedy and Laura Brearley
about creative collaborations at an online session on August 25.

Online conversations

Phillip Island Story Gatherers
presents another online conversa-
tion onTuesday, August 25 at 7.30pm.

The session - “Creative Collabo-
rations and Connection to Country”
- is the latest in a series of online
sessions presented by the group,
since the decision was made to can-
cel this year’s literary festival.

The conversion features Aunty
Fay Stewart-Muir, Lisa Kennedy
and Laura Brearley. The three
women will talk about creative
collaborations, storytelling and
connection to Country, family and
community.

Aunty Fay Stewart-Muir is a Tra-

ditional Custodian of Boon Wurrung
Country and celebrated author.

Lisa Kennedy is a Trawlwoolway
storyteller and artist and a de-
scendant of Woretemoeteyenner
from North East Tasmania.

Dr Laura Brearley is a creative
researcher and intercultural arts
specialist who established Koori
Cohorts of Researchers at RMIT,
Monash and Federation University.

Tickets are $10 per person and
are limited, so book your online
place via https://www.trybooking.
com/BKVVH or visit www.the-
island-story-gatherers.com for
more details.

Dr Laura Brearley is part of an online session presented by Phillip Is-
land Story Gatherers on August 25 on creative collaborations

SITUATIONS VACANT

ALCOHOLICS  ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meet-
ings Bass Coast Shire,
Wonthaggi - Tuesday
8pm; AA Cowes Big
Book meeting at St
Philip’s  Church  (opp.
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm,
0417 317 470; Salvation
Army building, McKen-
zie St., Wonthaggi, Sat-
urday 11am, 5672 3627.
Phone head office 9429
1833.

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its
journalism in accordance with
the guidelines of the Australian
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity

1. Ensure that factual material
in news reports and elsewhere
is accurate and not misleading,
and is distinguishable from
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or
other adequate remedial
action if published material
is significantly inaccurate or
misleading.

Fairness and balance

3. Ensure that factual material
is presented with reasonable
fairness and balance, and that
writers’ expressions of opinion
are not based on significantly
inaccurate factual material or
omission of key facts.

4. Ensure that where material
refers adversely to a person,

a fair opportunity is given for
subsequent publication of
a reply if that is reasonably
necessary to address a possible
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person’s
reasonable expectations  of
privacy, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing
materially to substantial
offence, distress or prejudice,
or a substantial risk to health
or safety, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency

7. Avoid publishing material
which has been gathered by
deceptive or unfair means,
unless doing so is sufficiently in
the public interest.

8. Ensure that conflicts of
interests are avoided or
adequately disclosed, and that
they do not influence published
material.

Expressions of interest are invited
for the following positions at
Bass Valley Primary School
to begin on 5th October 2020:

1. SCHOOL CLEANER:
Applicants must be accredited
with DETclean

2. SWIMMING POOL MAINTENANCE:
Applicants must possess suitable
Aquatic Operator Certificate.

Further information on the scope of work
for each position is available by
emailing the school at:

bass.valley.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Quotes will close on Monday 7th September.

Connect with us online

ADVERTISER
To read the Advertiser on your
computer, smartphone or tablet go to

www.pisra.com.au

iF tHiS aD
bOtHerS
yOu, we'D
loVe to
MekEt yOu.

The Advertiser is seeking a designer to join our hardworking
team on a casual basis. this role requires excellent
communication skills, attention to detail, high level of creativity,
and ability to work under pressure. proficiency with photoshop

and indesign desirable.

email your resume and cover letter to: sport@pisra.com.au
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PICAL's Isolation Nights:

PICAL is hosting free online com-
munity connection sessions to help
people cope with the impact of the lat-
est lockdown.

Maintaining community connection
is hard during a pandemic when we
all must stay at home to save lives.

“We’ve found this second wave has
been particularly hard on our local
community” said Greg Thompson,
PICAL's Centre Manager.

“We had just started to reintroduce
our group activities here at PICAL
before the Stage 3 restrictions were
re-imposed. Social connections were
being re-established when we were
once again forced back into isolation.
We wanted to find a way for people to
maintain a sense of community whilst
staying safe at home.

“It seems like every time we turn on
our TVs or devices at the moment, the
messages we are receiving are very
upsetting. We wanted to give people
an opportunity and a reason to get to-
gether safely somehow, and talk about
some the positive ways we can all get

Free online community connection sessions

through this pandemic together.”

That’'s when PICALs Isolation
Nights started to take shape.

This online presentation series of
interesting local topics delivered via
Zoom kicked off last Monday with
“The Country Dietician” Christopher
Duff, thanks to South Coast Primary
& Community Partnership (PCP).

The PCP work together with the
Bass Coast and South Gippsland com-
munities to achieve healthy lifestyles.
Chris spoke about ways to support
our immune systems during COVID-
19 and busted some of the popular
food related Covid myths.

The series continues on Monday
August 24, with Lois Gaskin from the
much loved “Turn the Page”bookstore
in Cowes.

Lois will help us choose our next
best isolation reads that are sure to
provide us with some much-needed
escapism.

Linda Wilson from Elite Consulting is
one of the guest speakers for Isolation
Night — a series of community connec-
tion sessions being hosted by PICAL.

The third speaker is Linda Wilson
from Elite Counselling and Consulting.

“Linda has been fantastic behind
the scenes at PICAL working with
us to develop support groups for vul-
nerable women, and in the coming
months the Rainbow LGTBQI com-
munity,”said Greg.

On Monday August 31, Linda will
discuss some simple strategies to help
combat the number of stressors we
are facing with this ongoing isolation.

The final presenter on Monday Sep-
tember 7 is none other than local hero
Mat Bowtell from Free 3D Hands.

From the very early days of the
pandemic, Mat and his team leapt
into action, pivoting production at his
local factory to produce face shields
for frontline workers. Mat will share
just how they made this happen and
what it’s been like adapting to the
new Covid world demands.

PICAL's Program and Marketing
Coordinator Wendy Christensen ex-
plains.

“All sessions are between 30-45
minutes long and delivered free
online via Zoom at 7.30pm. Partici-
pants will need to have an internet
connection and have downloaded
the free Zoom application.

“We understand not everyone will
have downloaded Zoom or know
how to use it”said Wendy.

“We encourage anyone who wants
to be involved to reach out to us at
the centre and we can guide you
through it.”

PICAL is very thankful to all the
presenters who gave their time to the
local community so willingly.

“We hope that by fostering and
encouraging local connections, our
community will not lose the incred-
ible spirit that always been a part of
our Island home,”said Greg.

“Strong community support is
what’s going to see us through the
other side of this pandemic ... that
and staying physically apart.”

To register for a session head to
www.trybooking.com/eventlist/pical

There are plenty of people that live
in this area that travel every day to
Melbourne metro to work but with the
current lockdowns in Melbourne they
are unable to work, so are looking for
ways to pass the time of day with many
heading out fishing.

The best thing is you can grab some
gear and head down to the beach or
jetty without it costing you a fortune
and possibly supplement your weekly
shop with a few feeds of fish.

Don'’t forget with 90 per cent of your
fishing, spending lots of money won’t
change your success but spending a
little in the right places could improve
your chances dramatically.

No point having a thousand-dollar
rod and reel and then using a hook that
you have trouble pushing through your
bait because it is so blunt.

Money is tight and with future earn-
ings uncertain for many, make sure
you are spending it on the gear that
will help you the most, not the gear that
makes you look like you know what
you are doing. We have found over the
last month or more an increasing num-
ber of customers telling us, “we would
normally buy our gear online but
thought we would support the locals
during this time”.

This is a comment we have been
hearing from other businesses around
the area and it is very pleasing to get
that support from our customers. Let’s
hope it continues well after all this is
over.

Apart from everything else that is
happening the excellent weather we
are having is getting a lot more people
than normal out fishing for this time of
the year.

Because there is more out fishing,
naturally we are getting more reports.

The reports are coming from all over
the place and again I think because of
the weather we have seen plenty of
days where all the carparks at the boat
ramp are full.

There have been a lot of kids out fish-
ing with their parents as well, with one
young customer telling us it is part of
his schooling, outdoor education!

We have had plenty of people in tak-
ing up fishing for the first time or final-
ly taking up fishing after moving here
for a lifestyle years ago, but work had
still been getting in the way.

There is often good that comes out of
bad and if the good is people are actu-
ally starting to enjoy their surround-
ings, instead of just driving past them,
it can only be a good thing for the fu-
ture.

Sometimes you have a perfect day
out fishing when a plan comes togeth-
er, generally you don’t have too many
in your fishing history, luck also plays
a big part.

Good customer Steve headed out
Saturday with a plan to catch a snap-
per.

Heading into Cleeland Bight first
thing looking for calamari for some
fresh bait he managed to find a couple

of quality ones then headed to look for
a snapper.

Thirty minutes after sending us a
photo of the calamari he had moved
up the bay and a photo of the sounder
with a couple of quality arches. Ten
minutes later the first snapper, 20 min-
utes after that three quality snapper in
the esky and heading home.

We had a couple of other reports of
snapper from along the channel beside
French Island, but those reports were
of only one fish each.

We were told of bigger snapper
caught further up off spit point area
but didn’t actually see them.

Whiting reports haven't been any-
thing special for the last couple of
weeks with very few reports or reports
of only one or two fish.

We did see a couple of bags into dou-
ble figures with no reason why or how
with far more zeros from those looking
for them.

Some excellent quality calamari
were reported but numbers and con-
sistency aren’t quite there as yet, but
the signs are more promising than they
have been.

The jetties have been very quiet and
a little frustrating with perfect condi-
tions at times for calamari but for no
success.

The beaches at Ventnor and Cleeland
Bight have been the best for the land-
based anglers with mixed sizes of cala-
mari showing up now.

The boats and kayaks, as nor-
mal is where the best reports
came from and the usual places,
Cleeland Bight, Reef Island and off
Cowes but the best of the calamari re-
ports came from offshore in the deep
water where some 4kg models showed
up.

Then you find the fish with the sounder.

Everybody heads out with a plan and sometimes it all comes together as Steve The final result is — if it’s your day
found out Saturday. First you catch the fresh bait.

you catch your fish.

San Remo IGA is now offering online shopping with free home delivery.
Staff members Sally Sterling, Corey Smith, Indi Bow and Bridget Turner

alongside the store’s delivery van.

San Remo IGA goes online

San Remo IGA has launched on-
line shopping, to help customers
cope with the ongoing COVID-19
restrictions.

Store Manager Shayne Crawford
said the store had always offered
home delivery, but the service had
ramped up since the first lockdown
earlier this year.

Before the pandemic, the free
weekly delivery averaged around 20
deliveries. That number is now clos-
er to 160, with customers emailing or
ringing through their orders.

The new online store will make it
even easier. Shayne said delivery for
online orders was usually the same
day or within 24 hours. Once an or-
der is placed online, customers get a
call from one of the IGA team, to run
through any issues with out-of-stock
items or product substitutions and to
organise payment.

“We are processing payments over
the phone - keeping a bit of a per-
sonal touch,” Shayne said.

Customers could also opt to click
and collect, with orders usually
ready within an hour.

Three dedicated click and collect
car spaces have been set up.

“You don’t even need to get out of
the car,” Shayne said.

“Our staff will come and put your
order into the back of your car.”

He said all home deliveries were
contactless as well, with the deliv-
ery drivers tooting the horn to let
customers know when their delivery
has been left at the door.

No limits

Unlike the first lockdown, Shayne
said there were no restrictions or
limits on products in-store, nor any
problems with maintaining stock.

“The first time, no one was pre-
pared and people were hoarding a
bit,” Shayne said.

“There were vanloads coming
from Melbourne and clearing us out.
But now it’s just locals and it’s defi-
nitely more manageable.”

He said because the store used a
range of local suppliers, it wasn’t
experiencing the stock shortages on
products like chicken and vegetables
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reported in Melbourne.

But there were some changes in
people’s buying patterns.

“In the first lockdown, we sold a
lot of staples - rice, pasta, flour, pasta
sauce — the things you can keep in your
cupboard for months,” Shayne said.

“A lot more people are obviously
baking now, and we are selling a few
more pregnancy tests than usual!”

He said the store was always hap-
py to take customer requests and get
things in. The focus on stocking local
products continued.

“We have plenty of local cheeses,
as well as local ice cream, milk, eggs,
oil and honey. We’re even now stock-
ing Beand coffee.

“We try to support the local pro-
ducers and that’s a point of dif-
ference from the big supermarket
chains. They don’t have the ability to
buy from small suppliers.”

And while winter is normally the
store’s quietest time of year, Shayne
said business had been very consistent.

“It has been a really busy six months
and we’ve had to increase staff levels.
The only week that was quieter than
last year was the Easter weekend.”

He said customers were adjusting
well to the latest restrictions and every-
one was wearing masks and observing
the social distancing requirements.

Delivery days

The store is now offering daily de-
liveries Monday to Friday with the
San Remo Fishermen’s Co-op offer-
ing their van to help with the grow-
ing demand for deliveries.

Click and collect is available Mon-
day to Saturday.

Home delivery and the new online
store have been embraced by cus-
tomers.

“Traditionally it was our older cus-
tomers who used the free home de-
livery service,”said Shayne.

“But now we’re seeing a lot of the
young generation using it. Our big-
gest group of customers is in the 20
to 45-year-old bracket.

“I'think a lot of mum’s who are home-
schooling are using online delivery. It
takes away one stress of their day.”

Shop online at: sanremoiga.com.au
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Spring on display

As the old saying goes - “if you’ve got it, flaunt it!”. The latest lockdown didn’t stop this Churchill Island peacock strut-
ting his stuff. “With all the heaviness of Covid, it’s nice to reflect and appreciate just where we live,” said photographer
Katrina Lawrence. “The wildlife are thriving and it’s beautiful to watch.”

Ventnor farm plans cooperative, classes

A food cooperative, cooking
classes and beekeeping work-
shops are among the projects
proposed for a Ventnor farm.

Rommy and Katie Lamaro
run Five Acre farm on McHaff-
ies Lane in Ventnor, currently
seeking a permit through Bass
Coast Shire to create an event
space inside an existing shed.

“Our ideas on how we use
this space are vast with a focus
on cooking classes, fermenting
and preserving foods, regen-
erative farming collaboratives,
bee keeping workshops and

bespoke events at some stage,”

Katie said.

“We recently started con-
versations with a group of
like-minded people to discuss
a food cooperative platform
where Bass Coast locals can
come together, learn and share
knowledge, swap, buy and sell
homegrown food and increase
awareness around the impor-
tance of local produce.

“We see this venture as even
more critical given the current
climate and the need to localise
our food system.”

The Lamaros - who have
three children aged 12,6 and 4 -
moved to the five acre property
more than two years ago and
have called the island home for
eight years.

The family have since trans-
formed the property, planting
an orchard with more than 90
fruit and nut trees, an extensive
vegetable garden, as well as
hundreds of native plants.

Katie has set up a commercial
kitchen to run her business The
Pantry Phillip Island, making
grazing platters and take away
boxes, as well as grazing tables
for weddings and events.

“We have chickens, a goat,
sheep and highland cows that

HOME DELIVERY

Call your local
newsagency

ISSN 2200-100X

9722001100002

PAGE 24

The Lamaro family have transformed the Ventnor farm, plant-
ing an orchard with more than 90 fruit and nut trees, an ex-
tensive vegetable garden, as well as hundreds of native plants,
where they also run The Pantry Phillip Island. Photo: Claire

Davie, Doorstep Documentary.

are beautiful additions to the
farm, but all play a role in cre-
ating compost using permacul-
ture practices,”she said.

‘When Rommy and Katie took
over the property, it had two
rundown dwellings built in the
70s and old shedding.

The dwellings have been ren-
ovated, with the second run as a
farmstay since Easter 2019.

“Obviously Covid-19 has had
a great impact as the farmstay
has been closed since mid-
March with a small window of
a few regional visitors prior to
our second wave resulting in the
current lockdown.”

In addition, the Lamaros have
started construction of three
cabins, with sustainable fea-
tures including a six star energy
rating, solar electricity produc-
tion, energy efficient applianc-
es, non-toxic building materials
and the installation of rain wa-
ter tanks servicing toilets and

gardens, with minimal building
waste during construction.

The property also features
a 9.5kw solar system that pro-
vides power for both dwellings
and a worm farm septic system.

Rainwater tanks with 105,000
litre capacity fill all animal
troughs, irrigates the vegetable
gardens, orchard and plantings.

The property is one of the
most historic on Phillip Island, a
sheep run for early settlers the
McHaffie brothers.

The land was also one of the
first artificial insemination
farms in Australia.

The planning permit, currently
open for public comment, is for
a place of assembly for up to 60
people, open to 11pm with plans
for indoor and outdoor live mu-
sic, and a total of 18 car parks.

Details: www.fiveacres.com.
au/, thepantryphillipisland.com.
au/ or Instagram fiveacres_phil-
lipisland

Jordan Crugnale MP pictured with Steve
Parker and his artwork.

Dig in for art

Member for Bass, Jordan Crugnale hopes lo-
cal artists can lend their creative talents to create
unique pieces of art to be gifted to the community.

For this project, Ms Crugnale is seeking five art-
ists, each to be granted $500, to paint one shovel
each for significant milestone events across the
Bass Electorate.

The shovels will be used for sod turns at the
beginning of infrastructure works, and gifted to
the community to commemorate the events. Each
artist will be provided a theme for the shovel.

“The beginning of a public infrastructure proj-
ect, such as a hospital upgrade, community facil-
ity or a new school, is an important moment and
often the result of a great deal of hard work by
community members,”said Ms Crugnale.

“I want to bring a story, spirit and colour to
these events, showcase local creatives, and cel-
ebrate that our community is at the heart of every
project.”

Ms Crugnale asks artists to please send an EOI
along with examples of their work by August 31.
All artists must reside in the Bass Electorate.

All queries and submissions can be directed to
jordan.crugnale@parliament.vic.gov.au
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