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There was a celebration in Shearwater Reserve in Cowes last week, when Minister for Energy and Resources Lily D’Ambrasio officially launched six neighbourhood batteries. The batteries are designed to
soak up excess solar energy during the day, and feed it back into the grid at peak times, improving the resilience of Phillip Island’s electricity supply. Read more on page 11.

Winners and losers in 10-year funding plan

COUNCIL

Phillip Island’s future sporting
hub will be funded $9.9 million
over the next decade, a first step
to the $120-million-plus needed
to rollout all sporting projects.
Bass Coast Shire councillors
last week voted in support of the
draft long term financial plan
(LTFP), out for community com-
ment until September 9, which is
one of the most important coun-
cil plans, detailing funding com-
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mitments for the next 10 years.

The biggest project to receive
funding was $114.6 million for
the redevelopment of the former
Wonthaggi Secondary College
into a cultural centre.

There was also $41 million
allocated for aquatics and lei-
sure centres, but with the focus
on Wonthaggi, with no specific
funding for a Cowes pool.

Other major projects to re-
ceive funding in the LTFP over
the next decade include:

e $7 million for tracks and trails
including $1.4 million for Rhyll
stage four and five and $2
million for a Ventnor to Cowes
trail;

¢ $1.5 million for the imple-
mentation of the mountain
bike strategy and $1.7 mil-
lion for skate park upgrades
from 2026 to 2031 including
$250,000 next year for Ne-
whaven Graydens Reserve and
$1.5 million for a sub-regional
skate park at Wonthaggi;

¢ $200,000 for a Phillip Island
Transfer Station in 26/27;

¢ $3 million for the San Remo
structure plan (2031-2035)
and $1.5 million for the long-
awaited Smiths Beach town
plan including access paths,
car park upgrades, deck and
viewing platforms;

¢ $3.5 million for a fourth bin for
glass recycling;

¢ $332,520 this year for disabil-
ity beach access in Cowes;
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Gea Lovell, Rotary Club of Phillip Island and San Remo President, is joined by Kerryn Griffiths BCH Capital Works Clinical Liaison and Rotary member John
Tennant, to cut the ribbon to officially open the Rotary Rehabilitation Courtyard at the Phillip Island Community Hospital in Cowes. Joining the celebrations
are Rotarians, Bass Coast Health staff and builder Trevor Bowler from TS Constructions.

Rotary Rehabilitation Garden opens at Community Hospital

HEALTH

Bass Coast Health (BCH) and the Rotary
Club of Phillip Island and San Remo offi-
cially opened the new Rotary Rehabilitation
Courtyard at the Phillip Island Community
Hospital in Cowes this month.

The courtyard, made possible by a five-
year $100,000 fundraising commitment
from Rotary, will be used by patients recov-
ering from surgery or major health events
such as strokes, falls and fractures. It fea-
tures a variety of surfaces, steps, ramps and
textures to help patients rebuild confidence
and mobility under the supervision of BCH
physiotherapists and other community re-
habilitation staff.

BCH Interim CEO Simone Alexander
praised the Rotary Club for their unwaver-
ing support.

“This beautiful, purpose-built garden is a
testament to what can be achieved through
community partnership. It’s already prov-
ing to be an invaluable part of our rehabili-
tation service, helping patients transition

from hospital to home safely and with con-
fidence,” she said.

Rotary Club President Gea Lovell said
the club was thrilled to see the vision
brought to life.

“This project has been years in the mak-
ing and it’s been inspiring to watch the com-
munity get behind it. The garden isn’t just
about physical recovery; it’s a peaceful space
that promotes healing, dignity, and hope for
patients and their families,” she said.

“We’re proud to have sponsored this
project and to support the incredible work
being done here at Bass Coast Health. This
garden is a beautiful example of what can
happen when community, care and collabo-
ration come together.

“We are thrilled to see this vision come to
fruition — a lasting gift to our community.”

Benefit

Designed by Island Landscape and Design,
the courtyard incorporates gravel paths,
paving, textured ramps, handrails and na-
tive plants, all tailored to support physical

and mental rehabilitation.

Bass Coast Health Physiotherapist Mi-
chelle McMahon explained how the space
is already benefiting patients.

“Having an outdoor area where patients
can practice navigating real-life terrain is a
game-changer. We're seeing patients build
strength and confidence much faster. It
adds a whole new dimension to our reha-
bilitation programs,” she said.

To date, the Rotary Club has raised more
than $60,000 through events such as the
Putting on the Ritz dinner dance and ongo-
ing proceeds from the Rotary Opportunity
Shop in Thompson Avenue, Cowes.

Fundraising efforts will continue to
maintain and enhance the courtyard for
years to come.

The Rotary Rehabilitation Courtyard is
now open for use by BCH patients and staff
as part of services at the Phillip Island Com-
munity Hospital.

For more information about the Phillip
Island Community Hospital, visit www.
basscoasthealth.org.au/pich
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Attempted burglary

On August 17, around 1.30am,
police said three unidentified
males attempted to open the se-
curity door at a house in Bronze-
wing Drive in Cowes. The own-
er of the house was woken by
a notification from a doorbell
CCTV, which also videoed the
offenders. Nothing was stolen or
damaged and the men ran away
when the owner woke up.

Police said the incident was a
good reminder that all residents
should secure their homes and
vehicles at all times.

Criminal damage at Cowes
Plaza
On August 22, police say an un-
known offender (or offenders)
damaged the walls, mirror, toilet,
hand dryer and tiles in the toi-
lets at Cowes Plaza. Damage in-
cluded spray painted graffiti and
physical force with an estimated
damage bill of up to $5000.
Cowes police are investigat-
ing the incident and have asked
anyone with information to con-
tact them on 03 5952 2037.

Plaque stolen

Sometime between August 1 and
19, a historic plaque at Old Bridge
Drive in Newhaven was stolen.
The plaque, which showed the
location of the old San Remo
bridge was made of steel and is
approximately 70 x 40cm.

San Remo Police are seeking
any information from the public
in relation to the theft of this his-
torically significant plaque. Call
03 5678 5500.

Cr Ronnie Bauer
for the Island Ward,
Bass Coast Shire

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282

email: Ron.Bauver@basscoast.vic.gov.au
Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922
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Push for more policing of dogs

COUNCIL

A new dog park is planned for Phillip
Island while there is a growing push for
more officers to police dog-prohibited ar-
eas.

Bass Coast Shire councillors at the
August meeting voted in support of the
draft Domestic Animal Management
Plan 2025-2029 (DAMP), which is open
for community feedback until September
14, following initial public comment ear-
lier this year.

The draft details a long list of plans,
including a fenced dog park on Phillip
Island by 2027 and one at Inverloch by
2026, with $950,000 budgeted over the
next decade for dog parks in the shire.

The DAMP emphasised the need for
improved policing.

Initial community feedback showed
“frequently noticed behaviours” includ-
ing dogs off leash with their owners
when they shouldn’t be, people not pick-
ing up their dog’s waste and barking
dogs, with the community requesting in-
creased patrols and enforcement and dog
leash regulations that “better balance the
needs of different user groups and pro-
tect wildlife”.

The DAMP states:

e there will be a review of the officer pa-
trol roster to “resource appropriately”
during peak periods including joint
patrols with Nature Parks;

e opportunities to increase officer capac-
ity to respond quickly to compliance
issues will be investigated, such as
dogs off lead;

e enforcement processes will be im-
proved including dog barking, attacks,
off leash and cat containment; and

e short stay accommodation properties
and body corporates will be provided
with information on preventing dog
and cat nuisance.

“Although regular patrols are under-
taken, community education and vol-
untary compliance are critical as only a
small portion of public open space can be
controlled at any one time,” the DAMP
states.

Dog attacks

There are currently 17 registered de-
clared dogs, which are dangerous, men-
acing or a restricted breed, in Bass Coast.

In 2024-25 there have been 128 dog
attacks or rushes, compared to 144 four
years ago.

However, infringements issued have
significantly increased, with 185 in the
past year compared to 73 in 2020-21,
which could be due to Covid.

The draft DAMP aims to improve dog
attack processes, with early reporting of
minor incidents to prevent escalation and
major incidents.

It will analyse dog attack data and tar-
get hot spots with more patrols, in addi-
tion to reviewing council procedures for
dangerous dogs.

There are currently five full time offi-
cers who responded to 2366 animal man-

Councillors have supported the continuation of seven off leash dog beaches across the shire, and the planned two new dog parks, under the draft Do-
mestic Animal Management Plan 2025-2029. Councillors have also called for more officers to police dog-prohibited areas and dog attacks.

agement requests in 24-25, with barking
dogs the most frequent request, followed
by found animal pick-ups and stray/lost
animals, and animal nuisance.

The service runs 8.30am-5pm Monday
to Friday, with a 24/7 phone message ser-
vice for urgent requests.

The draft states it will ensure officers
have the knowledge and skills to do their
role and promote responsible pet owner-
ship through effective communication
and education such as QR codes on coun-
cil signs.

Risk

Cr Tracey Bell said while pet ownership
had mental, physical and social benefits,
“we also need to protect our community
and environment from nuisance and risk”.

“We need stronger compliance,” Cr Bell
said, adding the dog population was grow-
ing faster than the human population.

“Let me be clear: calling for compliance
doesn’t make me a ‘dog hater’. Most dog
owners do the right thing.

“But we must legislate for those who
don’t”

She supported a dog park on Phillip Is-
land but “we need agreement on where to
put it — that might be the hardest part”.

Cr Tim O’Brien said it was important to
“enforce the intent of the DAMP”.

“We do see too many dogs in sensitive
areas running off leash, in San Remo dis-
turbing wombats and near where I live
disturbing plovers,” Cr O’Brien said, ac-
knowledging cats were also roaming.

“But we all see it wherever we go

around the island, dogs running where
they shouldn’t be.

“Behind this plan we need to ramp up
our compliance and ensure people who
are doing the wrong thing and (when) ani-
mals are where they’re not supposed to be,
we use the bylaws powers to pull people
into line.”

Cr Ronnie Bauer urged the final DAMP
“to reflect the vast majority and not the
small minority who would ruin it for ev-
erybody”.

Cr Jan Thompson supported the con-
tinuation of seven off leash dog beaches
across the shire, and the planned two new
dog parks.

“I think we may need more animal
management officers but that’s something
for the future,” Cr Thompson said.

Cr Jon Temby agreed a few regular
people flouted rules who “cause problems
for all owners if that is not adequately con-
trolled”.

“That supports the idea of more officers
policing,” he said.

“Wildlife don’t have advocates so we
have to make sure we speak up and dogs
and cats don’t interfere with wildlife.”

Consultation

Initial community consultation was held
in May and June with more than 800 com-
munity members contributing.

The DAMP is required by Victorian
law every four years and focuses on re-
sponsible pet ownership, compliance, and
protection of the natural environment.

The current DAMP saw the rollout of

24/7 cat containment across Bass Coast,
installation of dog waste dispensers at
off-lead beaches, and an increase in the
number of registered pets.

In Bass Coast dogs must always be on
a leash in public places unless otherwise
signed in a designated off leash area.

Details: engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
DAMP

Dogs and cats:
fast facts

There are about 7915 dogs in Bass Coast
for a current population of 43,557, while
cat numbers have dropped to 1820.

In 2020-21 the human population was
37445 and dogs numbered 7385, (cats
2004), according to the draft Domestic An-
imal Management Plan 2025-2029.

There have been 121 cats impounded in
the past year, a decrease on the 176 four
years ago; with 147 dogs impounded now
compared to 160 previously.

After eight days being in the council’s
pound, animals are transferred to shelters
or the RSPCA. However, in 24-25 there
have been 16 (11 per cent) dogs euthanised,
an increase since 2020-21 when there were
four dogs euthanised (two per cent).

Euthanising of cats has decreased from
26 this past year (21 per cent), compared
to 33 previously (19 per cent). The DAMP
aims to reduce euthanasia rates.

Vs

Bass Coast Mayor Rochelle Halstead said the
council had worked with a 45-member com-
munity panel, pop-up events, surveys, focus
groups and workshops to develop each of the
eight draft plans.

Have a gripe’ Have a say

COUNCIL

A document dump of eight draft plans
“that will shape the region’s future”
have been released for community con-
sultation by Bass Coast Shire Council.
At last week’s August meeting, coun-
cillors voted in support of the eight
plans, which are “the result of one of the
most extensive community engagement
processes council has ever undertaken”.
The Long Term Financial Plan (see
separate stories) plots council’s financ-

es to 2035 and is open for feedback un-
til September 9.

Other plans open until September 9
include the Annual Action Plan, Com-
munity Vision 2045, Council Plan 2025-
2029 and the Asset Plan (see this and
next week’s paper for further details).

The Domestic Animal Management
Plan (see separate story) is open to the
public for comment until September 14.

Also open until September 14 is the
Healthy, Safe and Resilient Bass Coast
Plan and the Disability Action Plan.

More details in next week’s paper.

Bass Coast Mayor Rochelle Halstead
said the council had worked with a
45-member community panel, pop-up
events, surveys, focus groups and work-
shops to develop each plan.

“This consultation is the final check-in
— a chance to see how your feedback has
been incorporated and to make sure we’ve
captured what matters most before coun-
cil considers adoption,” Cr Halstead said.

Details: engage.basscoast.vic.gov.
au/strategic-plans-final-review
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The Wildlife Victoria team attended to 19 wildlife species in a seven-day period, with five per cent of
the roadkill Eastern Barred Bandicoots, which are listed as endangered.

Most roadkill is unreported

WILDLIFE

The majority of wildlife roadkill on Phil-
lip Island goes unreported by the public,
a Victorian parliamentary inquiry into
road strike has been told.

A study conducted by Wildlife Victo-
ria on Phillip Island in 2023 “supported
this assertion”.

“Phillip Island anecdotally experi-
enced substantive wildlife road trauma,
causing community unrest, local volun-
teer burnout and operational challenges
for the Nature Park in responding to the
issue,” Wildlife Victoria said.

Wildlife Victoria deployed two vehi-
cles to the island for seven days in Easter
2023 - giving local volunteers a reprieve
- conducting proactive patrols across the
island at dawn, dusk and late night.

“Drivers were not actively calling for
help when seeing deceased or injured
wildlife with 73 of the 105 wildlife inci-
dents attended to proactively found by
the Wildlife Victoria team,” the submis-
sion said.

“Only 20 per cent of the wildlife at-
tended to by the Wildlife Victoria team
were called in by a member of public.”

No wildlife incidents were reported
to the Wildlife Victoria team by drivers
overnight, despite the dawn patrols find-
ing 30 per cent of impacted wildlife had
clearly suffered roadstrike injury be-
tween dusk and dawn.

The Wildlife Victoria team attended
to 19 wildlife species, with five per cent

Eastern Barred Bandicoots, which are
listed as endangered.

“All EBBs had been hit by vehicles,
with one survivor dying despite veteri-
nary attempts to save its life.”

Wildlife Victoria said the majority (69
per cent) of total cases attended to in-
volved wildlife road strike.

“In most cases (72 per cent) the wild-
life were already deceased. There were
no wildlife survivors of wildlife road
strike, with the Wildlife Victoria veteri-
narians needing to perform urgent road-
side euthanasia.”

The organisation told the inquiry the
approach to wildlife road strike was fail-
ing across the state, with unpaid wildlife
charities, rescuers, veterinarians and
carers carrying a “disproportionate bur-
den”, and a national wildlife framework
needed.

“The scale of wildlife road strike, and
its continuing growth, requires both im-
provements in operational response, but
also in proactive and early interventions,
particularly around incorporating wild-
life considerations into urban planning
and road infrastructure, and driver edu-
cation.

“The scale, frequency, and severity
of wildlife road strike in Victoria has
reached a crisis point.

“Without immediate intervention, the
current model which is heavily reliant
on overburdened volunteers and under-
resourced organisations will become un-
sustainable.”
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Revegetation work at Scenic Estate. As part of Threatened Species Day on September 7, the commu-
nity is invited to a free guided tour of the Scenic Estate Conservation Reserve, starting at 10am.

Heeping it wild this National
Threatened Species Day

ENVIRONMENT

A decade of dedicated community care
will be in the spotlight this National
Threatened Species Day, with the commu-
nity invited to join Phillip Island Nature
Parks, Friends of Scenic Estate Reserve
(FOSER) and the Bass Coast Shire Council
for a free guided tour of the Scenic Estate
Conservation Reserve.

Phillip Island is home to some of Aus-
tralia’s most vulnerable wildlife, including
the far Eastern curlew, fairy tern, hooded
plover, Eastern barred bandicoot and flora
like the endangered coastal tussock grass-
lands and threatened coastal moonah
woodlands, all of which depend on healthy
habitats to survive and thrive.

The tour will start at the Scenic Estate
carpark on Phillip Island Road, Surf Beach
from 10am on Sunday September 7. Partic-
ipants will hear from local experts about
threatened species recovery, biodiversity
projects and how the community can help
protect vulnerable flora and fauna.

The 28-hectare Scenic Estate Conserva-
tion Reserve is home to endangered coast-
al grasslands and six species of threat-
ened birds. Overlooking a world heritage
RAMSAR wetland, it provides critical
habitat for native wildlife and is a favourite
spot for birdwatchers and nature lovers.

Formed in 2014, FOSER has worked
closely with the Nature Parks, Bass Coast
Shire Council, Parks Victoria and the State
Government to protect and restore the site.
In July 2015, the reserve was officially
opened to the public, offering visitors the
chance to explore and connect with this
unique environment.

Community Impact Manager at the
Nature Parks, Kate Adams said National
Threatened Species Day was an opportu-
nity to celebrate progress while recognis-
ing the ongoing need for action.

“Scenic Estate is a living example of
what can be achieved when communi-

Phillip Island is home to some of Australia’s most
vulnerable wildlife, including the far Eastern curlew.

Fairy Tern chick, a vulnerable species that makes
its home on Phillip Island. Photo: Harriet Fallaw

ty and conservation unite. Every day is
threatened species day on Milawul, and
we can all play a part in helping keep our
environment wild so more animals and
plants can thrive,” Ms Adams said.

Event date: Sunday September 7, 10am
— 12pm. Location: Scenic Estate Carpark,
Phillip Island Road, Surf Beach

What to bring: Walking shoes, water,
weather-appropriate clothing
/Sponsored article /

Join us to celebrate
National Threatened
Species Day

Sunday 7 September 2025
10.00 am -12.00 pm

Learn about the valuable work being done by
Friends of Scenic Estate Reserve, Phillip Island
Nature Parks and the Bass Coast Shire Council.

yv19850ar

Find out how you can help to support
threatened plants and animals on Phillip Island
(Milawul)

Program includes:

* Guided tour
« Information resources
* Morning tea

Join us at the Scenic Estate carpark,
Phillip Island Rd, Surf Beach

RSVP by 3 September to:
community@penguins.org.au
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Our roadkill rate “extraordinarily high™ inquiry

WILDLIFE

Phillip Island roads have “unac-
ceptably high” roadkill counts, a
Victorian parliamentary inquiry
into wildlife road strike was told
last week.

The inquiry has received
many submissions from Phil-
lip Island residents, including a
group of farmers, highlighting a
divide among locals, with some
wanting a reduction in speed
limits to reduce collisions and
roadkill, while others are calling
for a reduction or cull in wildlife
(see separate story).

The inquiry comes as Bass
Coast Shire councillors at last
week’s meeting voted in support
of the draft long term financial
plan, which allocates $300,000
in 26/27 for stage two of the Phil-
lip Island speed review.

The draft is out for commu-
nity comment until September 9,
and follows the stage one speed
review, which saw the 2021 roll-
out of speed reductions on many
island roads from 100km/hr to
80km/hr.

Stage two is expected to fo-
cus on reducing speed limits on
unsealed roads, as well as the
Cowes-Rhyll Road.

The inquiry last week heard
from Victoria University envi-
ronmental science lecturer Dr
Christine Connelly, who stud-
ied wildlife roadkill in a 3.6km
section of the Cowes-Rhyl Road
with Nature Parks, the council
and a Cowes citizen scientist,
from 2019 to 2021.

“The roadkill rate on Cowes-
Rhyll Road is extraordinarily
high, causing significant com-
munity concern regarding wild-
life deaths,” Dr Connelly told the
inquiry.

She said the study showed
1127 roadkill instances, com-
prising 24 species, over three
years, equating to a death rate of
8.24 per km per month.

“Our study recorded extraor-
dinarily high rates of roadkill.
A previous census on Phillip
Island recorded roadkill rates
of 1.59 per km per month in the

Citizen scientist and Cowes resident Ron Day last week appeared before a Victorian parliamentary inquiry, calling for a
trial of dynamic signage on the Cowes-Rhyll Road, “to simultaneously switch at predetermined light levels for a dawn to
dusk speed”, such as 70km/hr, and dusk to dawn 50km/hr.

1990s, increasing to 2.39 per km
per month in 2014.

“In comparison, our study re-
corded a much higher roadkill
rate.”

Dr Connelly called for ur-
gent management intervention
to reduce road strike, recom-
mending trials across Victoria
to explore the effect of reduced
vehicle speeds on wildlife vehi-
cle strikes.

“Staggering”

The inquiry also last week heard
from citizen scientist Ron Day,
who carried out the roadkill
count and has this year resumed
the count on the same section of
road.

From January to June, a
“staggering” 224 roadkills have
been recorded, across 19 spe-
cies.

Ron told the inquiry between
November 2019 and January
2020 there were 188,496 cars on
the Cowes-Rhyll Road, many
exceeding the 80km/hr speed
limit.

“Ask yourself what hope for
example, does a slow-moving
echidna or longneck turtle (and
there are many in this area)
have of safely crossing this road
during daylight hours with this
volume of speeding motorists,
not to mention or overlook the
night time nocturnally active
wildlife, blinded, confused, and

often frozen in position on the
road by approaching blinding
headlights,” Ron said.

He said reducing the speed
limit from 80km to 50km would
add about a minute to travel
times and many studies had
proven reduced speed reduced
roadkill and improved driver
safety.

“The lower speeds provide
more “reaction time” for both
the driver and animal to safely
avoid an impact,” Ron said.

He called for dynamic sig-
nage to be installed on the Cow-
es-Rhyll Road, “to simultane-
ously switch at predetermined
light levels for a dawn to dusk
speed”, such as 70km/hr, and

dusk to dawn 50km/hr.

“Due to wildlife presence and
given that nearly half of motor-
ists ignore the 80km/h speed
limit, driving at night on this
road is extremely risky for ve-
hicle and occupants, I urge the
committee to consider recom-
mending a trial for dynamic sig-
nage on this road.

“The implementation of dy-
namic signage could set a new
benchmark for innovative road
safety measures in areas with
high wildlife activity.

“This trial could serve as a
precedent for other regions fac-
ing similar challenges.”

The Phillip Island Conserva-
tion Society made a submission
to the inquiry stating while they
supported forms of population
control for wallabies, possums
and Cape Barren geese on Phil-
lip Island, “tolerating road car-
nage as a default way to achieve
a reduction in animal numbers
is unacceptable on animal wel-
fare, road safety and public rela-
tions grounds”.

“Road authorities which man-
date speed limits and roadside
warning signs must consider
the need to reduce wildlife road
strike when determining speed
limits on Phillip Island,” the
PICS submission states.

“The Cowes-Rhyll Road ur-
gently needs attention.”

A Surf Beach resident gave a
submission to the inquiry call-
ing for a dedicated wildlife sanc-
tuary for injured animals and
birds on the island.

“The attitude on Phillip Island
is that we have too many walla-
bies, possums and Cape Barren
geese so there’s no care factor,”
said the resident.

The stage two speed review
will focus on high-speed un-
sealed gravel roads, which cur-
rently have a default speed limit
of 100km/hr, such as Harbison,
McFees, Pyramid Rock and
Watts roads and Veterans Drive.

Details: www.parliament.vic.
gov.au/wildliferoadstrike

engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
long-term-financial-plan

Farmers call for wildlife population controls

ENVIRONMENT

A group of Phillip Island farmers
has called for wildlife popula-
tion controls to decrease roadkill,
public safety risks and agricul-
tural damage.

The three farmers have made
submissions to a Victorian par-
liamentary inquiry into wildlife
road strike, with local residents
last week appearing before the
inquiry (see separate story).

The inquiry has highlighted a
division among locals, with some
wanting a reduction in speed lim-
its to reduce roadKill, in contrast
to the farmers who say since fox
eradication on Phillip Island “we
have observed a significant and
sustained population boom in
species” especially wallabies,
Cape Barren geese, purple hens,
rabbits and possums.

“Without a natural apex pred-
ator to maintain ecological bal-
ance, these animals are now at
unsustainable levels,” the farm-
ers’ submissions state.

This overpopulation is causing
agricultural damage, with walla-
bies “making it nearly impossible
to establish summer crops or re-
generate autumn pasture, direct-

The farmers called on a Victorian parliamentary inquiry to recommend region-
specific wildlife population control strategies. “Measures must go beyond
signage and speed limits, focusing instead on long-term ecological and safety
outcomes for baoth wildlife and the community.”

ly affecting farm productivity”.
One farmer said of more than
6000 trees planted, less than a
quarter survived, “largely due
to the animal population eating
them or plucking them out of the
ground”, at a cost of $10 per plant.
“We both grew up on the is-
land. We both do not recall seeing
a wallaby during the day as we do

now, let alone hundreds of them
of an evening,” the farmer said.

Competition for food sources,
especially in summer, is causing
animals to forage on road verges,
which “directly increases the risk
of vehicle collisions”.

“Speed limit reductions have
proven ineffective in reducing
wildlife strikes.

“Our experience shows the
core issue lies in the sheer num-
ber of animals rather than vehi-
cle speed.

“The root cause of the current
situation is the unchecked popu-
lation growth of certain native
species, which has gone unad-
dressed for over 15 years.”

The farmers called on the in-
quiry to recommend region-spe-
cific wildlife population control
strategies.

“Measures must go beyond
signage and speed limits, focus-
ing instead on long-term ecologi-
cal and safety outcomes for both
wildlife and the community.”

The Phillip Island Conserva-
tion Society made a submission
to the inquiry stating while they
supported forms of population
control for wallabies, possums
and Cape Barren geese on Phil-
lip Island, “tolerating road car-
nage as a default way to achieve
a reduction in animal numbers is
unacceptable on animal welfare,
road safety and public relations
grounds”.

Cull

As reported earlier this year,
the number of legal, lethal wild-

life permits issued for Phillip
Island has dropped, with about
1100 animals in total culled
across four species from 30
permits.

According to the Conserva-
tion Regulator, Authority to
Control Wildlife (ATCWs) per-
mits issued on Phillip Island for
2024 were considerably lower
than the previous year, when
the total culls were more than
1420 across six species from 43
permits.

In total there were 14 permits
issued to cull 741 geese, com-
pared to 573 the year before.

There were 11 ATCWs issued
for 290 black wallabies (in 2023
there were 415).

Four permits were issued for
60 brushtail (322 in 2023) and
one permit for 10 ringtail pos-
sums.

In 2021 Phillip Island Nature
Parks, Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil, farmers and the State Gov-
ernment released the Wildlife
Plan, which annually details
measures aimed at balancing
populations of geese, wallabies
and possums. For a list of sub-
missions, go to: parliament.vic.
gov.au/wildliferoadstrike
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Following lobbying during this year's budget, the Phillip Island Sporting Precinct was allocated $440,000, for planning
stage one, which will include detailed designs for a fenced off leash dog park, a football/cricket oval, four netball courts,
pathways and parking. The original masterplan for the site said $120 million was needed for 35 projects to be developed
over 25-plus years. Council’s new 10-year financial plan allocates $9.9 million to the site.

Winners and losers in 10-year funding plan

From page 1
¢ $4 million at $400,000 a year
for the next 10 years for cli-
mate change action; and
* $850,000 for the integrated
transport strategy.

Sport

The LTFP states the Phillip Is-

land Sporting Precinct will be

funded from a loan of $5.2 mil-

lion, $2 million from grants and

the balance of $2.74 million from
council’s reserves.

When the masterplan for the
sports hub - on the corner of
Phillip Island and Ventnor roads
in Cowes — was released in 2023
it detailed 35 projects to be rolled
out over more than two decades
at a cost of about $120 million.

The master plan proposed
much-needed football and cricket
ovals, soccer pitches, multipur-
pose sports fields, netball and
tennis courts, athletics facilities,
an aquatic centre, skate park, and
fenced off-leash dog park on the
32.6-hectare site in three stages.
e short term: one to 10 years to-

talling $6.3 million (including:
the dog park $605,000, sealed
carpark $1.8 million);

e medium term: 11 to 20 years
totalling $38.1 million (in-
cluding: oval $2 million, four
netball courts $1.5 million,
playground $350,000, pavilion
$15 million); and

e long term: 21+ years totalling
$70.8 million (including: oval $2
million, pool $52 million, soccer
pitch $1.5 million, multi-pur-
pose sports fields $2 million).

Following lobbying during
this year’s budget, the precinct
was allocated $440,000, with
an extra $190,000 for planning

stage one including a functional
layout plan, 3D modelling and
stormwater management.

This will be followed with
detailed designs for a fenced off
leash dog park, a football/crick-
et oval, four netball courts, path-
ways and parking.

Pool

The LTFP states Wonthaggi’s
Aquatics and Leisure Centre is 45
years old, with funding to build a
25-metre competition pool, sauna,
spa, gym, café and offices, funded
through state and federal grants.

“Should this (the grants) not
eventuate, the project will be de-
ferred,” the LTFP states.

At the council meeting, Cr
Ronnie Bauer said a line entry
on page 41 of the LTFP was for
aquatics and leisure centres
“plural”.

“Though the emphasis is on
Wonthaggi, the Cowes aquatic
centre at the Cowes recreation
reserve is still in the long-term
plan,” Cr Bauer said, later telling
the Advertiser he fought for a
line item - of unspecified fund-
ing — so “council can advocate to
the Federal and State Govern-
ments for funding for a pool at
the sporting precinct”.

Cr Bauer criticised the LTFP
as being “a continuation of the
plan from the last council with
minor changes”.

“It shows a continued support
for our environment and com-
munity projects,” he said.

Cr Tracey Bell said the LTFP
was a “roadmap for the next de-
cade”.

“It balances ambition with
responsibility. It supports key
projects ... while consolidating

resources and encouraging more
shared use of facilities to get
more bang for buck,” she said.

Plans

Councillors at the August meet-
ing also voted to release other
key draft plans for community
consultation, which work in par-
allel to the LTFP.

They include the Annual Ac-
tion Plan, Community Vision
2045, and Council Plan 2025-
2029, all of which reflect the pri-
orities identified in community
consultation in July and August
last year, and from a 45-member
community panel earlier this
year.

These processes highlighted
11 priorities: Natural environ-
ment and protection, youth,
council communication, hous-
ing and services, a need to gen-
erate non-ratepayer additional
revenue, recognising Bunurong
culture, parking and traffic in-
frastructure, use of existing as-
sets, events and eco-tourism.

Cr Bell said the draft plans
reflect community expectations.

“Engagement came up as one
of the community priorities in
the deliberative engagement
so the community wants to be
asked,” she said.

Cr Jon Temby attended en-
gagement sessions and said the
“environment came up as stron-
gest”.

Cr Meg Edwards said nine
councillors were voted in on
“various values” and “the com-
munity expects that of us”.

Details: engage.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/long-term-financial-plan

engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
cowesrr

Dust suppressant removal paused

ROADS

Community engagement about
the planned removal of dust
suppressant from streets in
Cowes west and Rhyll looks set
to be paused.

As reported earlier this
year, Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil planned to remove dust
suppressant seal on roads in
Cowes west — Outlook, Scenic
and Bayview drives, Park Lane
and Maxwell Street — as well as
Reid Street in Rhyll.

The removal was
paused until April 2026.

But last week residents re-
ceived notification from the
council that community en-

then

gagement on the issue was
paused.

According to impacted resi-
dents, they were told because
councillors were “faced with
the challenge of weighing up
a wide range of potential proj-
ects” under the long term finan-
cial plan (LTFP), council was
pausing “any potential com-
munity engagement concern-
ing road seal removal upgrades
until council has further inves-
tigated the LTFP”.

Councillors last week voted
in support of the draft LTFP,
out for community comment
until September 9, which is one
of the most important council
plans, detailing funding com-

mitments for the next 10 years.

A council spokesperson said
they contacted petitioners to
advise community consultation
regarding road seal removal
upgrades had been paused
while the long term financial
plan was being finalised.

“Once the LTFP is final-
ised, engagement will recom-
mence as soon as possible,” the
spokesperson said.

“The date for road seal re-
moval remains unchanged but
we are committed to continuing
to engage with property own-
ers.”

Details: engage.basscoast.
vic.gov.au/long-term-financial-
plan

Critics say council’s 10-year financial plan is a “magic pudding plan”, with high
spending but no details on cost cutting. The plan forecasts the garbage charge
for ratepayers will “increase significantly”.

Waste costs to skyrocket,
deficits forecast

COUNCIL

Garbage charges on rates bills
are expected to skyrocket in
coming years, projected to in-
crease by 5.5 per cent per year.

Bass Coast Shire councillors
last week voted in support of the
draft long term financial plan
(LTFP), out for community com-
ment until September 9, which
details the next decade of coun-
cil budgets.

While costs across the board
will rise, including for employ-
ee costs of $39 million, waste
charges are among the highest
and “expected to increase signif-
icantly” when the current waste
contract is re-tendered in 2027,
the LTFP states.

The plan states rates will rise
according to the rate cap, esti-
mated to be 2.5 per cent per year,
making up about 80 per cent of
revenue.

Council will continue to bor-
row heavily, but below 60 per
cent of rates revenue and only
for large capital works projects,
with a capital works budget this
year of $31.5 million.

Modelling ensures council
will not be in “a high-risk finan-
cial position”, with projected
annual operating surpluses and
deficits ranging between $2.8
million deficit and $28.1 million
surplus with a 10-year average
of $7.9 million, but a projected
annual underlying average defi-
cit of $8.1 million.

The LTFP states waste charg-
es will increase because of new
government charges, environ-
ment monitoring requirements
and legally council is required
to rehabilitate old landfill sites.

The fourth purple bin for glass

recycling will also be rolled out
in 2027 at a cost of $3.5 million.

“The cost of the various waste
contracts is expected to increase
significantly when these are
re-tendered in 2027 the LTFP
states.

“This is due to imbalances
in the market due to a lack of
supplier depth and barriers to
entry for new providers. Cost in-
creases are expected to be sub-
stantially higher than inflation
for Council’s kerbside collection
service and the transfer station
operating costs.”

Cr Ronnie Bauer said he sup-
ported council officers lobbying
against the purple bin rollout,
with Cr Bauer arguing the $3.5
million should instead be di-
verted to the upcoming waste
contract to get weekly red bin
collections in the peak summer
period.

Cowes resident and coun-
cil observer Jeff Floyd said the
LTFP could “only be described
as a heads-in-the-sand magic
pudding plan”.

“Major cost pressures in waste
management, big funding gaps
for key infrastructure, $20 mil-
lion plus in new loans for sports
facilities, $9 million more in
loans for the Cowes streetscape,
rate capping an ongoing reality,
waste management costs to in-
crease at more than double infla-
tion, staff costs to increase year
after year above inflation,” said
Jeff, who has a new book to be
released this month about im-
proving the public service.

“Yet there is no mention of
real cost-downs, including staff
reductions.”

Details: engage.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/long-term-financial-plan

Community engagement about the planned removal of dust suppressant from
streets in Cowes west and Rhyll has been paused.
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Towards a better

Bass Coast

Bass Coast Shire Council has released key draft plans that will
guide our region’s future.

These plans have been shaped by the community through
Shire-wide engagement and the work of a 45-member
Community Panel. Now it’s time for the final check-in — to
make sure your voice has been heard before Council adopts
them.

Together, the draft plans set the direction for the next 4
years and beyond, considering our economy, environment,
community wellbeing and future growth.

The draft plans are:

e Community Vision 2045 — long-term aspirations for the
next 20 years

e Council Plan 2025-2029 — objectives to guide Council’s
work for the next 4 years

e Annual Action Plan 2025-2026 — immediate actions for
the next 12 months

e Long Term Financial Plan 2025-2035 — how Council will
sustainably manage its finances over the next decade

e Asset Plan 2025-2035 — how Council will manage $1.47
billion in assets such as roads, parks and pathways

e Domestic Animal Management Plan 2025-2029 —
responsible pet ownership, dogs in public places, and
protecting our environment

¢ Healthy, Safe and Resilient Bass Coast Plan 2025-2029 —
priorities for health and wellbeing across all ages

¢ Disability Action Plan 2025-2029 — actions to reduce
barriers and promote inclusion

This is your opportunity to shape the future of Bass Coast.

Visit engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au to review the draft plans.

e BASS
COAST
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Opposition to new emergency services tax

POLITICS

Ratepayers from across Bass
Coast came together last Tues-
day night to express their disap-
pointment at the State Govern-
ment’s Emergency Services and
Volunteer Fund.

The rally was held at the
Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club.

At the meeting, many ex-
pressed shock and anger after
recently receiving their latest
rates notice that included a new
State Government tax.

A spokesperson for Not in
our Name - a community al-
liance against the tax which
hosted the event - said farmers,
businesses and households had
been hit hard by the tax during
a cost-of-living crisis.

“The new tax is costing some
ratepayers thousands of dollars
and next year farmers will be
hit with much more,” they said.

Community members were
joined by farmers from Yanakie,
CFA Volunteers from Fish Creek

Bev McArthur, Shadow Minister for Local Government and Government Scrutiny,
was one of the guest speakers at last week’s meeting to protest the new Emer-

gency Services and Volunteer Fund.

and councillors from shires
such as Baw Baw, Cardinia and
even Shepparton.

Seven councillors attended
from Baw Baw Shire to express

their support for the Bass Coast
community and express their
concern at the impact the tax
will have on both shires.

“The new tax will see mil-

lions of dollars taken out of the
local community and redirected
to Spring Street,” said the Not in
our Name spokesperson.

“Councils have been made re-
sponsible for collecting the tax
and will incur the cost whether
ratepayers can afford to pay the
levy or not.”

People attending the forum
heard from The Shadow Min-
ister for Local Government and
Government Scrutiny Bev McAr-
thur, the Leader of The Nationals
Danny O’Brien, Renee Heath MP
(Member for Eastern Victoria),
Wayne Farnham MP (Member
for Narracan), Nathan Murphy
(Not in our Name) and Graham
Wood and Faye Tuchtan from the
Victorian Farmers Federation.

Some locals said they would
refuse to pay the tax, describing
it as “unfair and unwarranted”,
particularly during a cost-of-liv-
ing crisis.

Small business owners said it
may be the last straw that makes
them consider whether continu-

ing to trade is financially viable.

“Farmers in attendance are
particularly concerned when the
moratorium for them is lifted
next year, they simply will not be
able to continue given increasing
costs at a time of drought,” the
Not in our Name spokesperson
said.

“The overriding sentiment
from those in attendance was
they live in the government’s
most marginal seat and a mes-
sage will be sent at next year’s
state election should the gov-
ernment refuse to pause this tax
and initiate a public inquiry into
creating a fairer and more sus-
tainable model.”

A further rally is planned in
Pakenham.

“There was a commitment
from all in attendance that
a message will be sent using
all avenues available to say,
‘enough is enough’. The govern-
ment cannot keep punishing
our community for its financial
mismanagement.”

Ebikes risk fines on beaches

ENVIRONMENT

The growing number of ebike
riders on Phillip Island beaches
risk being fined, with authori-
ties warning bikes are not al-
lowed on beaches and pose a
risk to ecosystems and people.

With the increasing popu-
larity of ebikes, there has been
a rise in reports of their use on
beaches, including Phillip Is-
land Nature Parks-managed ar-
eas such as Observation Point,
which is home to nesting migra-
tory birds.

Walkers say the ebikes -
which can quietly travel up to
25km/hr — have become a com-
mon sight, quickly appearing
and startling both beach goers
and birds.

One beach goer told the Ad-
vertiser a single bike track
killed dozens of soldier crabs.

“I counted the number of
squashed crabs in a short sec-
tion of one tyre track, for about
two minutes, and there were
well over 20,” she said, adding
there were eight tyre tracks on
a midweek morning.

“The island has so many oth-
er bike tracks, I'm not sure why
they’re on the beach, especially
when the salt will damage their
bikes.”

A Nature Parks spokesper-
son said ebike riders could re-

“Bikes are not permitted on Phillip Island Nature Parks beaches, both for the
safety of other beach users, as well as the protection of fragile ecosystems.”

ceive fines if found to be riding
in a prohibited area.

“We are disappointed to see
ebike riders causing damage
to sensitive habitats and forag-
ing grounds along some of our
beaches, which are home to en-
dangered and protected birds

such as fairy terns and hooded
plovers,” the spokesperson said.

“Bikes are not permitted on
Phillip Island Nature Parks
beaches, both for the safety of
other beach users, as well as
the protection of fragile eco-
systems.”
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SHORT STACK

A QUICK ROUNDUP OF NEWS, VIEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

AusNet regional traineeships
AusNet has launched nine three-year
distribution traineeships with six in
regional Victoria.

The program offers a $78,000 annual
salary, hands-on experience, and the
chance to live and work locally. At the
end of three years, trainees will gradu-
ate with a nationally recognised Ad-
vanced Diploma of ESI - Power Systems
and a clear pathway into a permanent
role. Network Connection Traineeship
roles will be on offer in Sale, Bairnsdale,
Seymour and Leongatha. Traineeships
in Access Planning will be available in
Beaconsfield, Seymour and Traralgon.
Distribution Control & Operations roles
will be offered in Melbourne.
Applications close on September 4. For
more information and to apply: www.
ausnetservices.com.au/trainees.

Work from home - your say
The government opened consultation
to all Victorians ahead of Work from
Home legislation being introduced to
the Parliament next year.

Under the proposed laws, if you can
reasonably do your job from home,

you will have the right to do so for at
least two days a week, whether you
work in the public sector or private
sector. As part of the consultation, the
Government will consider the types of
businesses and the size of businesses
that will be covered by the proposed
law, as well as the definition of remote
work, and who is able to do it.

You can make a written submission or
complete an online survey: engage.vic.
gov.au/wfh

Submissions close September 28.

Power bill relief

Another round of the Power Saving
Bonus has opened, providing a $100
payment to eligible concession card
households across the state.

When applying, eligible households
need a recent residential electricity bill
and must hold a health care, pensioner
concession, veterans' affairs pensioner
concession or veterans' affairs gold
card. For more information or to ap-
ply for the Power Saving Bonus, visit
compare.energy.vic.gov.au.

The Energy Assistance Program is
available on 1800 161 215.
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ALL DAY BREAKFAST,
EXTENSIVE LUNCH MENU,
CAKES, COFFEE & WINE
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“Beautification” of Thompson Avenue to start

PLANNING

The $9.7 million, two-year over-
haul of Cowes main street will
start at the end of September,
with a builder now appointed.

Bass Coast Shire council-
lors at the August meeting ac-
knowledged concerns about loss
of parking, and inconvenience
during construction, but said
the “tired” and “tacky” section
of Thompson Avenue would fi-
nally be “beautified”.

Councillors last week voted
both on the awarding of stage
one of the Cowes streetscape
master plan to Fulton Hogan
Construction, after receiving $8
million funding from the Feder-
al Government in 2024.

The draft long term financial
plan, which last week councillors
also voted on, has allocated $1.6
million to the project from bor-
rowings via the Treasury Victoria.

The total stage one budget
includes construction costs,
project management and design
consultancy, phased across two
years: 25-26: $3.6 million and 26-
27: $5.9 million.

Works will be at The Espla-
nade (between Bass Avenue and
Warley Avenue) and Thomp-
son Avenue north (from Chapel
Street to The Esplanade).

When finished there will be
one-way traffic on Thompson
Avenue (from Chapel Street)
and The Esplanade.

There will be a reduction in
car parking, with Thompson
Avenue between the Esplanade
and Chapel Street to have 36 car
spaces — down from the current
53 - including a mix of parallel

and angled.

Along The Esplanade, car
spaces will reduce from 10 to six.

The project will see increased
retail, outdoor dining, landscap-
ing - including garden beds, sec-
tions of instant turf, additional
tree planting, stone pavers, hard-
wood decks and pavement — and
improved pedestrian access.

“Benefits of the project in-
clude tying into the privately
owned Isle of Wight project,”
council officers said.

“This project will optimise
traffic management and pedes-
trian safety while increasing
outdoor dining.

“It will reinvigorate the char-
acter of Cowes, allowing for and
supporting further commercial
activity creating a destination
that appeals year-round.”

“Tacky”

Cr Tracey Bell said the $8 mil-
lion Federal Government fund-
ing would “make downtown
Cowes the beachside mecca it
deserves to be”.

“Currently Thompson Ave-
nue is a mish-mash of buildings,
cars dominate, and plastic junk
shops spill out over the foot-
path,” Cr Bell said.

“Frankly, it looks tacky.
When I visit other tourist towns
in regional Victoria (Daylesford,
Timboon for example), I feel
some connection with the sur-
rounding environment, a beau-
tiful main street, without losing
the amenity to residents.

“Cowes has a stunning view
of the ocean as one drives down
Thompson Avenue towards The
Esplanade and we are not mak-

BASS COAST
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Phillip Island

Friday, 5 September
9.30am - 1.30pm
Berninneit, Cowes

LOOKING FOR A NEW
JOB OR CAREER
OPPORTUNITY?
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Scan here to find out more

SKILLS
AND JOBS
CENTRES

The works to overhaul Cowes main street includes Thompson Avenue north
(between Chapel Street and The Esplanade) and The Esplanade (between Warley

Avenue and Bass Avenue).

ing the most of it.”

Cr Bell said she understood
concerns about losing car parks,
but the project would discour-
age reliance on cars, explaining
there was an increase in dis-
abled parking spots.

“Visitors who are enjoying
their holiday in Cowes will be
able to wander our main street
safely, comfortably and mean-
der through our local businesses
at leisure.”

Cr Tim O’Brien said he hoped
the “beautification” of the main
street would improve the “visu-
al clutter” of shop signage and
council would work with busi-
nesses on this problem.
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Cr Brett Tessari said the main
street of Cowes “looks very, very
tired”.

“No doubt we’ll hear on Face-
book about some of the con-
cerns people have while under
construction, but think forward
a few years and it will be spec-
tacular,” he said.

Cr Jon Temby said because
the Federal Government had
funded the project he would vote
in support of the tender, but if
council had funded it he would
have “reallocated” that money to
other projects.

“The staging of it to minimise
disruption to the commercial sites
is really good,” Cr Temby said.

“Yes, it will be a hassle, but
it’s minimised.”

Cr Jan Thompson said she
supported Olive Justice Place
toilets being brought forward to
stage one.

History

In 2024, the Federal Government
announced $8 million funding to
the Cowes streetscape master-
plan.

The funding was in response
to the council’s 2024 Federal Ad-
vocacy Priorities report, which
requested $25 million total invest-
ment for the Cowes streetscape
masterplan, also listing $12 mil-
lion investment to deliver stage
one and two of the project.

However at the 2024 council
elections, all the Island Ward
councillors were critical of the
Cowes streetscape masterplan,
saying any available funding
should instead go as a priority
to the proposed sports hub on
the corner of Phillip Island and
Ventnor roads.

Stage two of the project is to
“reimagine” Thompson Avenue
north, “where outdoor dining
and trading and open space fa-
cilitate a people focused town
centre”.

Stage three to six requires
detailed design before con-
struction for Thompson Avenue
South, Chapel Street, Church
Street, Bass Avenue and Olive
Justice Place can take place.

Of the project total cost for
stage one, $675,000 was funded
in the 24-25 financial year with
the remaining $8.9 million in-
cluded in the draft long term fi-
nancial plan 2025-35.

Don't miss the free three month trial!

Submit your listing before September 10.
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Covering Phillip Island,
San Remo and surrounds

Your one-stop guide to:

Attractions
Beaches

View Phillip Island Directory here

www.pisra.com.au/phillip-island-directory
info@phillipislanddirectory.com.au

035952 3201
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The 1deal holiday getaway

There is nothing to bring when you book
your holiday at this Surf Beach cottage.

This modern cottage beautifully ren-
ovated inside and out has it all: a new
outdoor spa tub, outdoor shower, under-
cover dining area, BBQ and a bungalow
or kids retreat.

There is plenty of space for the family
pet as well in the secure backyard (pets
welcome).

Inside is a dream kitchen with all new
appliances, dishwasher, microwave, induc-
tion cooktop, electric oven, dining table,
lounge room with reverse cycle air condi-

The dream kitchen has all new appliances: dishwasher, microwave, induction cooktop, and electric oven.

The backyard includes an undercover dining area and BB, as well as a bungalow or kids retreat.

This modern holiday cottage also includes a new outdoor spa tub and outdoor shower, with a secure

backyard for the family pet.

tioning and an imitation log fire (electric).
There’s also free Wi-Fi, porta cot and
highchair and hairdryer supplied, with
parking in the driveway for five cars.
With three bedrooms plus an extra
sofa bed in the bungalow with a TV, it can
sleep a total of 10 guests.

All linen and towels supplied.

Bedroom 1: 1 x King bed with ceiling fan
Bedroom 2: 1 x Queen bed with ceiling fan
Bedroom 3: 1 x Single and 1 x Tri bunk
Bedroom (bungalow): Sofa Bed

Bookings: First National Phillip Island
035952 3922.

This modern cottage at Surf Beach, beautifully renovated inside and out, has it all, including reverse
cycle air conditioning and an imitation log fire (electric).

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND
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15 ROSE AVENUE, COWES
$950,000 TO $1,045,000

An extremely rare opportunity awaits as this
location rarely become available, create your dream
home with excellent beach access. The biggest
asset is there is no C82 overlay so building and
renovating with certainty adds to peace of mind.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD 0412 712 034

30-32 CLEARWATER AVENUE,

CAPE WOOLAMAI

$1,650,000 TO $1,800,000

An extremely rare opportunity awaits, with the three
attributes we are always asked for. Nestled in the
quiet hamlet of Cape Woolamai the perfect home
awaits, create your dream home with room to move.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD

12 HONEYEATER DRIVE, SILVERLEAVES
$795,000

Nestled in a quiet pocket just a short stroll to
the Silverleaves General Store and Golf Course,
this charming home offers the perfect retreat for
permanent living or a relaxing holiday getaway.

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY 0410 595130

526A VENTOR BEACH ROAD, VENTNOR
$659,000

Here's your chance at an incredible chance to own
your own spacious half acre block that would have
great water views if you built a double story, with
establish trees, providing both privacy and natural
beauty.

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY 0410 595 130

MORE STOCK URGENTLY NEEDED.

56-58 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES
PH: 03 5952 3922

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
INFO@PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
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Switched on! Neighbourhood batteries officially launch

ENERGY

Minister for Energy and Re-
sources Lily D’Ambrosio visited
Cowes on Friday to officially
launch six of the seven neigh-
bourhood Dbatteries erected
across the island.

The official event was at
Shearwater Reserve, in Seagrass
Avenue in Cowes, with the other
batteries located at Kembla Road,
Goodwood Drive, Katherine Cir-
cuit in Cowes, Hallway Drive
in Wimbledon Heights and the
council depot in Settlement Road.

The final battery, at Bernin-
neit, is expected to be switched
on in December this year, or
early in 2026.

The Minister said the batter-
ies would provide a combined
900kw/1845kWh of energy stor-
age capacity.

The first six batteries are
designed to soak up excess so-
lar energy during the day, and
feed it back into the grid at peak
times. They will not be able to
power the grid in the event of a
power failure.

Minister D’Ambrosio said she
was delighted to launch the proj-
ect, which is a partnership be-
tween the government, Mondo
Energy, Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil and Totally Renewable Phil-
lip Island (TRPI).

“These batteries will soak up
cheap renewable energy during
the day when it is plentiful, and
discharge it into the grid when it
is needed most,” the Minister said.

“These together will help to
lower energy bills and allow
more rooftops solar to be fed
into the grid, and make elec-
tricity more resilient to extreme

Minister Lily D’Ambrosio cuts the ribbon to launch the new neighbourhood batteries,
with Jordan Crugnale MP, Simon Helps (TRPI) and Jon D'Sylva (AusNet) looking on.

weather events.

“The project will also contrib-
ute seven per cent of the income
each year, to a community fund
for 15 years.

“There will be a process es-
tablished for the community to
come forward with ideas of the
types of projects that could be
supported through this fund,
which is very exciting,” the Min-
ister said.

Jon D’Sylva, AusNet’s Chief
Development Officer, described
the project as a “lighthouse for
the rest of the state” that hope-
fully could be replicated in other
areas as communities transition
to net zero.

“It’s a fantastic initiative to be
part of. It supports our priorities
and the community’s priorities
in reducing emissions and pro-
viding energy resilience.”

He thanked the local groups
involved, including TRPI and
Bass Coast Shire Council, with

its Climate Action Plan and car-
bon neutral targets.

“Extreme weather events are
already impacting our coastal
towns. The need for climate re-
silience is real and it’s immedi-
ate,” Mr De Silva said, noting
that in the past five year’s the
electricity network had faced
challenges from huge bushfires,
storms and other issues.

“These investments at a local
level are fundamental to our on-
going energy resilience.”

TRPI

Simon Helps, the current Chair
of TRPI said the group was re-
ally motivated to move “Phillip
Island to be 100 per cent renew-
able” and praised the working
relationships that delivered the
batteries.

He described the island as
“an interesting community” for
the project.

“There’s a lot of houses on the

Current TRPI Chair Simon Helps (right) with former chairs Moragh Mackay and Mary
Whelan at the launch of the new neighbourhood batteries, part of TRPI's goal to make

theisland “100 per cent renewable”.

island with nobody in them, be-
cause they are holiday homes, or
temporary accommodation.

“For every occupied family
home on the island, there is a
home with a solar system on the
roof,” he said.

“Now not every home that’s
occupied has a solar system, but
in essence, there a more than
one to one ratio.

“The challenge is, a lot of
those homes aren’t occupied that
have solar on the roof, so there’s
nobody utilising that energy.

“These community batter-
ies are located in areas where
there’s a lot of surplus renew-
ables, to soak that up and push it
back into the network.”

Local Member Jordan Crug-
nale said the batteries would de-
liver long-lasting benefits for the
community, praising the part-
nerships that helped deliver the
project.

But she said, “the catalyst has
come from the community itself
and the journey to make Phillip
Island totally renewable”.

The final battery at Bernin-
neit in Cowes has one notable
difference to the other neigh-
bourhood batteries launched
last week.

Unlike the other six batter-
ies, it will be “behind the meter”,
which means it will be able to
generate power when the grid is
down, providing an emergency
centre for charging devices dur-
ing power outages.

The neighbourhood batter-
ies are a joint project of Mondo
Energy, Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil and TRPI, with support from
the Phillip Island Business Net-
work, the Energy Innovation
Cooperative, the Gippsland Cli-
mate Change Network, Phillip
Island Nature Parks and West-
ernport Water.

Public Notice

Consultation for Review of the Bass Gas Offshore Operations EP
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beach

Beach Energy (Beach) supplies natural
gas from offshore Victoria to the local
market through existing infrastructure.

In accordance with regulatory requirements, Beach is
planning and consulting for the 5-year review of the
Bass Gas Offshore Operation Environment Plan (EP)
to cover ongoing production operations.

Bass Gas Operations produces natural gas and
condensate from the Yolla gas field in the Bass Strait.
The gas field is serviced by the Yolla-A Offshore
Platform (Yolla Platform), and an approximately 147
km subsea pipeline that transports the gas and liquids
from the platform to the Victorian mainland near
Kilcunda.

Commercial production of gas from the Yolla
field started in June 2006 and may extend
to 2030.

The revised EP includes the operation of the offshore
wells, Yolla Platform and pipeline in the Bass Strait

in commonwealth and state waters, and the ongoing
maintenance and inspections to ensure safe ongoing
field operations.

Community information sessions

Beach is committed to working with local
communities, ensuring people are informed about
our projects and can provide feedback. Stakeholder
consultation is an important part of our planning
as it helps identify local concerns and ensures
management of potential impacts.

Consultation on the review of the Bass Gas Offshore
Operation EP is open from Monday 14 July 2025
until close of business Friday 10 October 2025.

For information regarding consultation, please see
NOSPEMA's Brochure titled ‘Consultation on offshore
petroleum environment plans’, at consultation.
nopsema.gov.au.

For further project information scan the
QR code or visit engage.beach.com.au.

READ MORE

We welcome your questions, please contact:

P 1800 797 ON
E community@beachenergy.com.au
beachenergy.com.au

Consultation dates and information

Online consultation hub

engage.beachenergy.com.au
Engage Beach, includes information in different formats including maps; diagrams; questions and answers; and detailed
information sheets.

Online information
sessions (webinars)

Please email community@beachenergy.com.au to
register your interest in attending a webinar.

Tuesday 9 September | 2.15pm to 3pm | AEST | Open Session
Tuesday 9 September | 7pm to 7.45pm | AEST | Dedicated First Nations Session
Wednesday 10 September | 2.15pm to 3pm | AEST | Dedicated First Nations Session
Wednesday 10 September | 7pm to 7.45pm | AEST | Open Session

GD25-0116
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BASS COAST BUSINESS AWARDS 2025

Best in the business

AWARDS

Churchill Island’s popular music festival
Ocean Sounds scooped the Bass Coast
Business Awards, winning the award for
Event Excellence, being inducted into the
Hall of Fame and voted Business of the
Year.

Five other Phillip Island or San Remo
businesses were among the 13 lucky win-
ners announced at a gala dinner at Silver-
water Resort last Friday night.

Congratulations to Phillip Island Tenpin
Bowling and Entertainment, Phillip Island
Sauna, Anchor Belle Holiday Park and

Foodies on Phillip Island on their awards.

Made up of judged awards and People’s
Choice, Bass Coast Shire Council said this
year’s awards were strongly supported by
the business and broader community.

Council said this year the People’s
Choice awards attracted almost 2000 votes
across seven categories, recognising 149
different businesses.

The judged categories attracted 46 en-
tries across industries such as tourism, con-
struction, hospitality, events, home-based
ventures and more. Judges commended
businesses not just for their performance,
but also for their care for customers, com-

munity, and sustainability.

The Hills Are Alive Group, who pres-
ent Ocean Sounds were inducted into
the prestigious Hall of Fame after win-
ning the Event Excellence category three
years in a row.

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Rochelle Hal-
stead, said the awards revealed the sto-
ries and personalities that shape Bass
Coast’s business communities.

“We celebrated the incredible talent
and passion that makes Bass Coast such
a fantastic place to do business. Every
story we’ve heard shows what’s possible
when hard work meets heart,” Cr Hal-
stead said.

“My hope is that every business, big
or small, feels encouraged to share their
story next year, because events like these
not only celebrate achievement; they lift

our whole business community.”

The coveted Business of the Year
award went to The Hills Are Alive Group
(Ocean Sounds 2025), recognised by the
judging panel for their strong vision, im-
pressive results and commitment to in-
novation. Judges praised their highly de-
tailed submission, backed by clear data
and sustainability efforts, and their abil-
ity to deliver a major event with a small
but dedicated team.

This year’s judging panel, consisted
of: Chris Francis, Sustainability Vic-
toria; Jennifer Carroll, TheGoTo Solu-
tions; Kim Storey, Destination Phillip
Island; Melissa Cashman, Phillip Island
Nature Parks; Nicole Harman, Harman
Wines; Rebecca Massaro, Interchange
Gippsland and Terry Robinson, Destina-
tion Gippsland.

Local businesses came together last Friday to celebrate the 2025 Bass Coast Business Awards, with 46 entries in the judged categories and almost 2000 votes cast in the People’s Choice awards.

for the third consecutive year!

Since 1960, our family-run park has welcomed
visitors to Phillip Island, and this award highlights
our ongoing dedication to creating memorable stays
and delivering genuine hospitality.

We are so grateful to our fantastic team whose hard
work makes this possible, and to our guests and

w

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
- ACCOMMODATION & TOURIS

gveLLsoqr

We are delighted to announce that Anchor Belle Holiday Park has taken
home the People’s Choice Award in the Accommodation & Tourism sector

community for your continued support and votes.

We’d also like to congratulate all the nominees and
winners across both the People’s Choice & Judged
awards- Together, we celebrate what makes our
region so special.

We're absolutely
honoured to be a
WINNER in this year’s
Bass Coast Business
Awards taking home
two awards - Access,
Equality & Inclusion and
Business Innovation!

Our mission has always been

to make breastfeeding support
accessible, compassionate, and
empowering for all families in
our community. These awards
are a reflection of that vision.

A heartfelt thank you to our
wonderful families, supporters,
and community - your trust in our
services makes achievements like
this possible.

It’s an honour to be recognised
among so many incredible local
businesses who are making a
difference in Bass Coast.

Congratulations to all the winners
and finalists!”

JUDGED AWARDS - ACCESS, EQ
& INCLUSION AND BUSINESS IN

gveLLsoqr

ION!
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BASS COAST BUSINESS AWARDS 2025

Congratulations all winners and runners-up:

Judged Awards

Access, Equity and Inclusion sponsored by Phillip Island RSL
e Empowered Lactation Consulting - Winner
e Southcoast Psychology — Runner Up

Business Innovation sponsored by nbn Local Gippsland
e Empowered Lactation Consulting — Winner
e Inverloch Bike Hire — Runner Up

Environmental Sustainability sponsored by Harman Wines

e Phillip Island Tenpin Bowling & Entertainment Centre — Winner
e San Remo Fishermen’s Co-op - Runner Up

Event Excellence sponsored by Watersure
e Ocean Sounds 2025 (The Hills Are Alive Group) - Winner (Hall of Fame)
¢ Inverloch Running Festival - Runner Up

Marketing and Communications sponsored by Destination Phillip Island

¢ Coast to Coast Conveyancing - Winner
e Phillip Island Tenpin Bowling & Entertainment Centre — Runner Up

New Business sponsored by Phillip Island Business Network

e Phillip Island Sauna - Winner
e Mates Gin Distillery Pty Ltd - Runner Up

People’s Choice Awards

Accommodation and Tourism Attraction sponsored by Telstra

e Anchor Belle Holiday Park - Winner
e Wildlife Coast Cruises — Runner Up

Food and Beverage sponsored by Telstra
e Harman Wines — Winner
e Hotel Phillip Island — Runner Up

Hair and Beauty sponsored by Dead4eva Designs
e Urban Hair - Winner
e Studio 13 — Runner Up

Health and Lifestyle sponsored by Interchange Gippsland

e Phillip Island Sauna — Winner
e Bass Coast Support Work Services — Runner Up

Online, Mobile and Home-Based Business sponsored by Mac&Ernie

e Foodies on Phillip Island - Winner
e Made. By Bronte — Runner Up

Retail and Services sponsored by Maru Koala and Animal Park

¢ Dalyston General Store - Winner
® Bass Coast Boat & Caravan Storage — Runner Up

Trade sponsored by Bass Coast Shire Council
¢ McKenzie Motors and Machinery — Winner
e ESI Solutions Pty Ltd — Runner Up

Ocean Sounds took out the award for Event Excellence and the Business of the Year at this year’s
Bass Coast Business Awards.

gvoogsodr

This award is a
testament to the power
of love, harvesting

the rich connections
between local
communities, regional
produce, and culture,
through the joy of food.

Foodies on Phillip Island was
established in 2022 and is dedicated
to bringing the Bass Coast food
scene to life with a creative and
passionate approach.

Highlighting seasonal produce,
local food purveyors, growers, and
events via digital media, creative
storytelling, and photography.

With my international culinary
background, I love working
together with local buisnessess and
helping them thrive.

Congratulations to all the finalists
across all categories and to
everyone who voted.

Thank you to the Bass Coast Shire
and the abundance of quality food.

Kara Williams

JUDGED AWARDS
- ONLINE, MOBILE & HOME BAS

vvzégsoar

COAST TO COAST
CONVEYANCING

Coast to Coast Conveyancing is beyond excited to announce that
we have been named Winner of the Judged Awards - Marketing and
Communications, at the 2025 Bass Coast Business Awards!

A big thank you to the Bass Coast Shire, the
sponsors, and of course, our wonderful clients
and community who continue to support us —
we couldn’t do this without you.

We are so grateful for this recognition. As a local
conveyancing firm, we pride ourselves on making
the buying and selling process as smooth and stress-
free as possible for our clients. To have our work
acknowledged in this way is a huge honour and a
celebration of the passion and care our team brings
to every file.

If you're buying or selling property and need
trusted, friendly conveyancing support, get in touch
with us at Coast to Coast Conveyancing at office@
coast2coast.net.au We’d love to help.

JUDGED AWARDS
- MARKETING AND COMMUNICA
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BOOK WEEK

Books come to life

It was an incredible day at Cowes
Primary School last Friday as the
school celebrated Book Week.

The excitement was con-
tagious, and the creativity on
display through the wonderful
costumes filled the school with
colour, energy, and joy.

The costume bar was certain-
ly raised again this year, and ev-
eryone should be really proud of
their efforts. A special mention to
Zuriin Year 4 for her outstanding
spider costume, and to the Year 1
staff for their brilliant group ef-
fort, “Hello, I am a Sloth.”

This year, the Book Week
celebrations concluded with
the grand reveal of the Masked
Readers. In the lead-up, the
Masked Readers entertained
the school during assemblies by
sharing snippets from the CBCA
shortlisted books, all while
keeping their identities clev-
erly disguised. Even the read-
ers themselves didn’t know who
else was behind the masks until
the final reveal.

“Our library captains, Indigo
and Liliana, did a fantastic job
hosting the Book Week Assem-
bly and building the suspense
as each Masked Reader was un-
veiled,” a school spokesperson
said.

“A huge shout-out to Ms Mat-
thys, Ms Rochford, Lana and
Allison for stepping into the
spotlight as our Masked Readers
- you were thoroughly entertain-
ing and had the students hooked.

“Thank you again to every-
one for the creativity, enthu-

Hello, I am Sloth. Year 1 staff at Cowes Primary got into the spirit of Book Week.

The Mad Hatter - Tessa (Year 2), at
Cowes Primary School’s Book Week.

siasm, and support that made
Book Week such a special cel-
ebration. The students had a

A special mention to Zuri in Year 4 for
her outstanding spider costume.

fantastic day and we are already
looking forward to what next
year will bring.”

Newhaven College Book Week!

The theme for Book Week 2025
is ‘Book an Adventure’, encour-
aging children to explore new
worlds through stories.

Students from the Junior
and Middle Schools brought
the theme to life in the annual
Book Week parade, cheered on
by teachers, parents, guardians
and younger siblings.

“The Middle and Junior
School Captains did an amazing
job managing the proceedings,”
a College spokesperson said.

“The parade was filled with
colour and creativity, with cos-
tumes that captured the spirit of
favourite books and characters.”

Book Week provides an op-
portunity to cultivate a lifelong
love of reading, allowing stu-
dents to express their creativity

and connect with literature in a Prep student Olive Goessens’fish costume stole the show, with her two pre-
school siblings also coming along in smaller fish costumes.

fun and memorable way.

Year 5 students Indigo Northover and Charli Pope got into
the spirit of the Newhaven College Book Week parade.

parade with ease.

Coming as her hero Amelia Earhart, Newhaven College Year
2 student Saylor McHenry flew through the Book Week

Junior S Class with teachers Melissa S and Alice at the Our Lady Star of the
Sea Book Week.

Students of Our Lady Star of the Sea’s Junior M Class embraced the Book
Week dress up challenge.

Teachers at San Remo Primary dressed as Alice in Wonderland characters
for this year’s Book Week.

Bronte in Grade 2 at San Remo
Primary, came as Hermione from the
Harry Potter novels

Mason from Grade 5 at San Remo
Primary impressed with his costume
as Minotaur from Greek Mythology.

Grade 5/6 girls, Zeally, Holly, Lucille, Sasha, Bella and Emily at the San Remo
Primary Book Week.

Lots more photos from all schools at pisra.com.au




Rhyll resident Lynda Clarke has raised over $2400 for the Cancer Council’s Daffodil Day, taking the
plunge into icy waters last week. Phato: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography

Lynda’s incredible
icy plunge

FUNDRAISER

Rhyll resident Lynda Clarke has raised
over $2400 for the Cancer Council’s Daf-
fodil Day, after taking the plunge into icy
waters last week.

Lynda’s plunge was captured by local
photographer Nici Cahill, as she emerged
with a triumphant “I did it”.

Wearing her special daffodil bathing
cap, Lynda headed into the water at the

Cowes Foreshore.

“It was freezing. It was fun,” she said.

“And it was for a really important
cause.”

Lynda said she was encouraged to
take up the challenge by a group of “awe-
some dippers, known as Submerge” who
regularly enjoy a predawn dip.

She is extremely appreciative of every-
one who donated and cheered her on.

“You're all legends,” Lynda said.

A_AN_/N\_ THE PULSE

The Bass Coast Strollers are a community based walking group affiliated with Bushwalking Victoria,
and are ready to welcome people to join their walks on a Monday morning which cover eight to 10 km.

Give bushwa

COMMUNITY

September is Try Bushwalking month,
where Bushwalking Victoria encourages
people to be outside and walk with others.

The Bass Coast Strollers are a commu-
nity-based walking group affiliated with
Bushwalking Victoria, and are ready to
welcome people keen to explore our fan-
tastic area. Walks are on a Monday morn-
ing and cover eight to 10 km. A recent out-
ing was from Smiths Beach to Rhyll.

“It was a lovely day to be outside,” a
spokesperson for the group said.

“We strolled on paths and a gravel
road to Oswin Roberts Reserve, then
through to the boardwalk on the Rhyll
Inlet side of the island, up over Conser-

king a try

vation Hill and into Rhyll.”

The Strollers have been hiking the trails
and beaches for over 25 years. Participants
come from all across the region (including
Corinella, Cape Paterson, Phillip Island
and Wonthaggi).

“No two walks are ever quite the same
as the scenery and participants con-
stantly varies.

“Our equipment is simply a day pack
(with nibbles, water etc) and shoes with
a good grip. There is always chatter and
laughter and photo stops,” the group
spokesperson said.

“Want to try a walk or three with us?
Why wait; let us know you are coming.”

Upcoming locations are on the website
www.basscoaststrollers.org

_N_N_A
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Empowering women to
prioritise health and wellbeing

COMMUNITY

Gippsland Women’s Health

and Phillip Island Commu-

nity and Adult Learning

Centre (PICAL) are part-

nering for Women’s Health

Week 2025, to present a free

community event in Cowes

on Friday September 5.

Local women will be
provided opportunities to
increase their confidence
in prioritising their own
health and wellbeing.

Women from across
the region are invited to
come together to connect,
learn and celebrate the
importance of looking af-
ter themselves physically,
mentally and emotionally.

Guest speakers will in-
clude:

e Dr Carmen Brown —
Magnolia Women’s
Health

e Kristine Miles - Wom-
en’s Health Physiothera-
pist, Balance Health

e Michelle Jobson - Go
Girls Foundation

Set to share professional
advice and real-life experi-
ences, the guest speakers
will cover topics including
perimenopause, meno-
pause, physical wellbeing
and the importance of com-
munity connection through
programs like Go Girls.

Aligned with the theme
of Women’s Health Week

2025, ‘Say Yes to You, the

event will support women

for
Refugees

Saturday 13 Sept 2025
at 7.00pm

Rhyll Mechanics
Institute Hall
54 Loch Road Rhyll

$43 donation per
person. BYO drinks

Gippsland Women's Health and PICAL are partnering for Women'’s
Health Week 2025, to present a free community event in Cowes on

Friday September 5.

to put themselves first and
explore local services and
support networks available
to them.

Kate Graham, CEO
Gippsland Women’s
Health, says the event dem-
onstrates the power of lo-
cal organisations coming
together to support women
within their own commu-
nity.

“When women are sup-
ported and have access to
good healthcare and well-
being initiatives, it benefits
them and the whole com-

munity.
“This event is about
starting conversations,

breaking down barri-
ers and giving women in
Gippsland the opportunity
to come together and prior-

itise their own health and
wellbeing needs,” she said.

“This partnership be-
tween Gippsland Women’s
Health and PICAL shows
that together were com-
mitted to making sure local
women feel informed, con-
nected and are able to access
the care and support they
need. It’s also a step forward
in building stronger, health-
ier communities across the
region.”

Event details:
Date: Friday, September 5
Time: 6pm to 8pm
Location: PICAL, 16 Warley
Avenue, Cowes

Cost: Free (light supper
provided)

Bookings essential (via
events.humanitix.com): //
apl.hubs.ly/yObPhp0

vvrvesoar

Phillip Island Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR) will host a dinner to raise

money for refugee support

We will hear stories “From Syria via Lebanon to Australia.”

Artist Josephine Allen has donated a painting for our Special Effort

And the evening will feature music by Marty Box

Bring family and friends and make up a table

Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/DECZB

Enquiries: Gabrielle 0410 441 540 or email: gabesmahony4@gmail.com
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Sharon King, Kerry Morrison and Susie Neal, part of a group of Phillip Island women who are swim-
ming every day this month, to raise money for the Cancer Council’s Daffodil Day fundraiser.

Daily dips for Daffodil Day

FUNDRAISER

A group of Phillip Island women are tak-
ing an ocean dip every day in August, to
raise money for the Cancer Council’s Daf-
fodil Day fundraiser.

Led by Susie Neal, the group of eight
women “made a pact” to take the plunge
every day in August.

The Daffodil Day fundraiser doesn’t
specify how many times someone has to
“take the cold plunge” for cancer research,
but there are few fundraisers who set
themselves the task of taking to the ocean
for 31 days in a row.

Each member of the group has swum
every day in August, and where their
schedules allow, the women swim to-
gether. Susie, who cold water swims all
year around, said everyone involved in the
fundraiser is a member of the Millowl Sea
Dragons, a group of regular cold-water
swimmers.

She says heading into the cold water is
“very addictive”.

“No matter how cold it is, you feel a
million dollars afterwards.”

As a myotherapist, she’s also a fan of
the therapeutic benefits of cold-water
swimming, which she says can reduce
inflammation and soreness, as well as
restoring balance to the nervous system
and building resilience.

Last week, on August 21, the group
met up for a special swim.

“Last Thursday (August 21) was the
recognised donation day, so we made
sure we all swam together that day — and
shared some cake and champagne,” Su-
sie said.

If you'd like to support this month-long
fundraising effort, you can find a link to
the donation page on Susie Neal’s Face-
book page.

Alternatively go to daffodilday.com.au
and search for Susie Neal

6/9 MOJO DREAMING - 7.30PM
7/9 THE LAING BROTHERS - 5PM

13/9 OLLIE AND SCUZZ| - 7.30PM
14/9 TROY WILSON - 5PM

20/09 FRENZAL RHOMB ‘A MAN'S (STILL) NOT A
CAMEL’ 25TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR - 9PM $53+BF
21/09 PINNACLES - 5PM

26/09 KATHLEEN HALLORAN - $20+BF
27/06 AFL GRAND FINAL
28/09 NICK CARVER - 5PM

4/10 THE BEATLES LEGACY SHOW - $20+BF

PLUS:
WEDNESDAY NIGHT
$17 PARMA NIGHT
THURSDAY NIGHT
$20 BURGER NIGHT

FRIDAY NIGHT

WWW.THEWESTER
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Mark Howard launches

new album

MUSIC

Acclaimed Phillip Island singer-songwrit-
er Mark Howard returns with a new al-
bum “Deep Dark Blue”.

As part of an Australian tour to launch
the album, Mark is playing at Archies
Creek Hotel on September 6.

Special guest for the show is Todd Cook
and tickets are now available via the Ar-
chies Creek Hotel website.

The new album draws listeners into a
world of raw emotion, and striking story-
telling. It’s a journey through self-discov-
ery and healing, shaped by the highs and
lows of life on the road and the urge to
keep creating.

Following the success of his debut re-
cord “Passing Strangers”, Mark toured
across Australia, New Zealand, and the
UK. Those experiences, and the momen-
tum they created, set the stage for the new
record. Mark describes the album as an
intense journey, wrestling with the things
we keep hidden and what happens when
we finally face them.

The first single from the album was
praised as “another sublime offering from
one of Gippsland’s finest” (Nic V, South
Coast FM), “captivating and beautifully
executed” (Central Music, Brazil), and
“full of sincerity, tenderness, and deep per-
sonal pain” (Indie & Folk Mood, Ukraine).
His music has resonated globally, played
in over 45 countries.

The release also saw him chart #3 on
the AMRAP regional charts, reaching
over 60 local radio stations in Australia.

Working with producer Dave Prideaux,
Mark pushed his sound into new territory.
The album features hypnotic harmonies
from Maddy May and Brooke Taylor, the
groove-driven backbone of Graham King

Acclaimed Phillip Island singer-songwriter Mark
Howard returns with a new album “Deep Dark
Blue”, with an album launch at Archies Creek
Hotel on September 6.

on drums, and mastering by Andy Stew-
art (Paul Kelly, Gotye, C.W. Stoneking).
The result is a record that is bigger, more
layered, and definitely his own.

Mark’s signature blend of coastal grit,
vulnerability, and restless energy shines
through and the album invites listeners to
sit with the things that scare them, to wade
into the deep, and to find hope and under-
standing on the other side.

As well as the Archies Creek album
launch, you can catch Mark at the TIDAL
Seafood Festival in San Remo on Septem-
ber 21.

After his Australian tour, Mark is head-
ing to Japan, playing seven shows in Sep-
tember and October.

Book your tickets for the September 6
album launch at www.archiescreekhotel.
com.au/
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Make Dad's day!

Make this Father’s Day an extra special one, and win an
amazing Father’s Day gift pack for your dad.

To be in the running, simply send in a photo of you and your dad
to ads@pisra.com.au, telling us why your dad deserve an
extra special Father’s Day, along with your full name, your dad'’s
name and a contact number, before 10am on Monday, September 1.

The photos will be published in our Father's Day feature
on September 3, with the winner drawn on Thursday, September 4.
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An astounding 50 staff, who work at Newhaven College have their children enrolled at the school in 2025. This accounts for 33 per cent
of all staff at the College, and 83 students ranging from Prep to Year 12.

Newhaven College — where staff are family

Why so many Newhaven College staff choose the College for their own children’s education

Families trust in the nur-
turing and  inspiring
learning environment at
Newhaven College - a
trust so strong that, in
2025, 33 per cent of the
College’s staff have cho-
sen to enrol their own chil-
dren at the school. Fifty
staff members are parents
to 83 students, represent-
ing every year level from
Prep to Year 12 and evenly
distributed across all sub-
schools.

This statistic speaks
volumes. It’s a strong en-
dorsement not just of the
College’s reputation in the
community, but how much
staff wvalue the school.

They believe in it so much,
they choose it for their
own Kkids.

Year 1 Teacher Sarah
Pedersen and her hus-
band, Cameron, a Senior
School Teacher, currently
have three of their four
daughters at the College.

“Having our girls at
Newhaven College, where
we also teach, has been an
incredibly rewarding ex-
perience. We love how the
school genuinely values
community, and how our
daughters are supported
and inspired through the
many opportunities, both
in and beyond the class-
room”, says Sarah.

“We’re really look-
ing forward to next year,
knowing all four of our
girls (our youngest coming
in Prep) will continue to
receive the very best that
Newhaven College has to
offer. It’s a student-centred
school we’re proud to be
part of.”

From the Junior School
through to the Senior
years, Newhaven College
offers a well-rounded,
values-driven education.

The strength of its pastoral
care program ensures ev-
ery student is seen and sup-
ported, with a strong focus
on wellbeing and personal
growth. That’s a quality

own children here.

“Newhaven College is a student-centred school we're proud to be part
of.” say parents and teachers Sarah and Cameron Pedersen

Knowing where
opportunities lie

Families trust in the nurturing and inspiring learning
environment at Newhaven College - a trust so strong that, in
2025, more than 30% of our staff have chosen to enrol their

With students from Prep to Year 12, our staff have complete
confidence in their colleagues to deliver the highest standard
of education, supported by exceptional pastoral care and
a rich array of co-curricular opportunities. For parents, this
trust in our teaching and support staff is of paramount
importance. So, the insider knowledge our staff hold is a
powerful endorsement - and well worth listening to.

To find out more contact our Admissions Team on
03 5956 7505 or email admissions@newhavencol.vic.edu.au
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1770 Phillip Island Road,
Phillip Island, Victoria

newhavencol.vic.edu.au

that resonates deeply with
staff, many of whom work
closely with the people de-
livering this care.

“I love working at Ne-
whaven College,” says
College Counsellor Emma
Gale, whose husband
Lachlanis a Middle School
Teacher.

“The staff are brilliant,
and we are a real com-
munity. You know people
care and are there for you.
I want that for my chil-
dren as well, which is why
I send them to our school.
We love all being at the
same beautiful site, and
I'm excited about all the
opportunities provided
here for them.”

Beyond the classroom,
students have access to
a rich range of academic
pathways, sporting op-
portunities, visual and
performing arts programs
and outdoor learning ex-
periences. From the House
events to the life-shaping
experiences of school
camps and expeditions,
the College creates oppor-
tunities for every student
to thrive.

With 56 years of teach-
ing at Newhaven College
between them, Geoff and
Lauren White have en-
joyed having all three of
their boys at the school.

“It is a privilege to be
able to teach where our
boys have gone to school.
It has been great watching
them participate in sports
days, music performances
and assembly presenta-
tions. It has also given us
greater insight into the
beautiful environment and
opportunities they have
experienced,” Geoff says.

When staff are happy to
work, grow and raise their
families in the same place,
you know something spe-
cial is happening. At Ne-
whaven College, the trust
that underpins every stu-
dent-teacher relationship
is echoed in the choices
made by those who know
the school best. And that
speaks louder than any
brochure ever could.

To learn more about
Newhaven College or for
more information, visit
the Newhaven College
website: ‘Book A Tour’, or
contact admissions@new-
havencol.vic.edu.au

Rees Quilford and partner Amy Barry-Macaulay at the RMIT Univer-
sity doctoral graduation ceremony. Rees’ story highlights how CUC
Bass Coast supports students across the full spectrum of higher
education, from undergraduate study right through to a PhD.

A litelong
learning journey

Country Universities
Centre (CUC) Bass Coast
is proud to celebrate the
achievements of local
scholar, Dr Rees Quilford,
who recently completed
his PhD in Media and
Communications, after
a decade-long journey of
persistence and intellec-
tual curiosity.

Growing up in Wont-
haggi and a former stu-
dent at Wonthaggi Sec-
ondary College, Rees is
an example of what’s pos-
sible when students from
regional communities are
supported to pursue their
passion.

Rees’ educational jour-
ney has taken him far be-
yond the Bass Coast, but
it has also brought him
back home for his PhD - a
creative practice research
project rooted in the re-
gion.

“Even though I've spent
much of my career in Mel-
bourne, the focus of my
PhD was always the Bass
Coast,” said Rees.

“It explored our con-
nections to place, and how
our communities, person-
al histories, and the land
are deeply intertwined.

“One of the real values
of a place like the CUC is
that it provides choice and
support for students to
pursue their higher edu-
cation journey from the
region, without having to
necessarily move away
from home,” he said.

Rees currently works
as Associate Director in
the Future Students Divi-
sion at the University of
Melbourne, overseeing re-
cruitment and admissions
for the Faculty of Arts and
the Faculty of Fine Arts
and Music. Prior to that,
he worked across multiple
roles in universities, gov-
ernment, not-for-profits
and consulting, with a fo-
cus on strategic communi-
cations and engagement.

His PhD, undertaken
through RMIT, took him

about ten years. Amidst
life, loss, the pandemic and
becoming a father, Rees
remained committed to
completing the research.
And while his professional
life is based in the city, his
PhD was grounded in the
Bass Coast and supported
locally through CUC Bass
Coast.

“There were times
when I was almost full-
time in the centre, espe-
cially in the latter part as
it provided a separation
from home and a dedicat-
ed space to focus. There’s
also a great community of
interesting, engaged, and
likeminded people.”

Rees’ story highlights
how CUC Bass Coast sup-
ports students across the
full spectrum of higher ed-
ucation, from undergradu-
ate study right through to
a PhD.

“One of the advantag-
es metro students often
have is being able to live
at home while they study,
if they choose to. A place
like CUC gives students a
choice and the opportuni-
ty to grow through higher
education, without neces-
sarily needing to leave the
community.”

CUC Bass Coast Centre
Manager Sarah Bourke
said Rees embodies what’s
possible when regional
students are empowered
and supported.

“Rees’ story shows that
learning doesn’t have to
stop after high school or
an undergraduate degree.
It also speaks to the broad-
er mission of the CUC,
which is to make higher
education more accessible
and viable for regional
students, across all stages
of life.

“Whether you’re just
starting out or pursuing a
PhD, we’re here to support
you,” she said.

For more information,
please call the team on
0472 741 451 or visit www.
cucbasscoast.edu.au
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Committed to education

Bass Coast College (BCC)is
the heart of public second-
ary education in the Bass
Coast, and student num-
bers continue to grow, with
enrolments tipping over
1700in 2025. The college re-
mains focused on fostering
excellence in learning and
wellbeing through a holistic
approach to education.

The college is committed
to creating a positive, inclu-
sive and engaging environ-
ment where every student
feels supported to thrive
academically, socially and
emotionally. To achieve this,
the staff and teachers are
implementing several key
initiatives throughout 2025.

At the end of 2024, dedi-
cated staff began training
in the Berry Street Educa-
tion Model, a framework
designed to enhance stu-
dent engagement and well-
being by addressing the
complex needs of learn-
ers. This model equips
teachers with practical
strategies to build stron-
ger relationships, promote
self-regulation, and create
safe, predictable learning
environments. This work
complements the School
Wide Positive Behaviour
Supports that Bass Coast
College have been working
on over the last 12 months.

“We look forward to see-
ing the positive impact this
approach will have on our

Bass Coast College Students on a camping trip at Wilson Prom. The

college remains focused on fostering excellence in learning and
wellbeing through a holistic approach to education.

classrooms and broader
school community,” said
Principal Leith Cummins.

“In addition to these well-
being-focused initiatives,
our staff remain committed
to delivering a dynamic and
engaging curriculum that
caters to the diverse needs
of all learners.”

Bass Coast College is
continuing to build on the
fantastic VCE results from
last year and expand the
VCE VM offerings and
VET opportunities.

This year, we are sup-
porting students in an ex-
tensive senior school pro-
gram with 39 VCE subjects
running and nine VET
studies delivered on Cam-
pus, with Plumbing, Health
Services, and Hospitality
introduced this year due to
the growing demand.

To support this work,
we have strategically built

strong leadership teams to
work with students, staff
and the community.

The College is proud
of the achievements and
the significant success
achieved by staff and
students in recent years.
Growing student popula-
tion, new campuses, and
the addition of many high-
quality staff have been re-
warding, but throughout it,
all, the key focus has been
on BCC’s academic and ho-
listic support of its students.
This remains our clear fo-
cus, and we are particular-
ly well placed for this with
this high-quality support
team available for students
and families.

To enrol at Bass Coast
College, contact the general
office of the campus your
child will be attending. For
further information, visit
www.basscoast.vic.edu.au

Studying this year?

» At CUC Bass Coast we offer
a FREE safe, secure study
facility located in Wonthaggi
for students studying at
ANY university or higher
education institution.

Access 5am- 12 pm 7 days a week

* When you are a registered
student at CUC Bass Coast
you have access to:

A quiet place to study
Academic, wellbeing & administrative services
High-speed internet

Printing and copying services
Dual screen computers & video conferencing
Exams invigilation services

Networking with other local students

Bodie and his nan at Grandparents Day at Newhaven Primary School.

Newhaven Primary School
- education choices

Our students continue to thrive and
achieve excellent NAPLAN results in
Year Three and Year Five. Staff at Ne-
whaven Primary School (NSP) are com-
mitted to each child striving to be the best
they can. With an emphasis on ensuring
each student commences each day know-
ing they are in a caring and supportive
environment. We love our kids at NPS.
The school has taken part in the student
leadership program, Kids as Catalyst, con-
necting our students to the wider commu-
nity. Last year the Roadkill group created
artwork to be displayed around Phillip Is-
land to make motorists aware of the wild-

life that is being killed by motorists.

Over the past few years, the school has
upgraded the running track and resur-
faced the play area around the outdoor
basketball court, making it an inviting
space to play or sit and relax.

Our students have a voice in what hap-
pens at their school through Junior School
Council (JSC). The JSC worked with the
Phillip Island Rotary Club to build a Gaga
ball pit that the students enjoy each day,
and the community can use on the week-
end. The JSC also presented plans to
School Council to install a trampoline, re-
searching the cost and location of it.

yvézsroar

REGISTER YOUR
INTEREST HERE

21-23 Baillieu Street, Wonthaggi (directly opposite Town Hall)
www.cucbasscoast.edu.au | degrees@cucbasscoast.edu.au | 0472 741 45]

Newhaven
Primary School

Your local neighbourhood School

JD05856AA

PLAYGROUP MEETS EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING & KINDERGARTEN
ONSITE FOR 3- AND 4-YEAR-OLDS.

At Newhaven Primary School the following

programs and facilities are offered:

« Dedicated and caring « Open space playground
staff and new play equipment
- Modern, well maintained ~ for all students to play
classrooms with the and smile
latest technology « Breakfast Club every

- Excellent NAPLAN results Morning

in numeracy and Literacy -« Individual i-pads from

« P-6 Specialist subjects grade 3-6

offered: Stem, Art,
Japanese, PE

« Kids as Catalyst student
leadership program

» Prep transition program
and Buddy program

ordinator

Munday

« Principal Ms Sharyne

» Swimming Program,
camps and excursions

« Student Wellbeing co-

12-22 School Avenue, Newhaven

Ph: 5956 7326

newhaven.ps@education.vic.gov.au

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL

www.facebook.com/newhavenprimaryschool/videos/307483457029512




20 THE ADVERTISER | Wednesday, August 27,2025

The school offfers a curriculum “relevant to student aspirations”, said Mary MacKillop Catholic Col-

lege Principal John Freeman.

Leongatha’s Mary MacKillop
Catholic Regional College is
in the process of enrolling new
Year 7 students for 2026, with
close to 100 already enrolled.

Positive word of mouth and
tours of the school have encour-
aged more families to become
part of its community.

Current Year 12 students are
about to complete their 13 years
of primary and secondary edu-
cation, with the school celebrat-
ing their achievements.

“Many students have already
secured employment, further
education opportunities, or place-
ments, while the rest are diligent-

ly preparing for their upcoming
VCE exams, and we wish them
all the best and hope they achieve
the results they are aiming for,”
Principal John Freeman said.

“We are proud to witness our
students achieve some of the
best results in the area.”

Mr Freeman explained that
pupils are supported through a
structured program that works
collaboratively with them and
their families, guiding to ensure
subject choices align with each
student’s short- and long-term
academic and career goals.

“Whilst we are not a large
secondary school, we endeavour

The school offfers students the chance to participate in sport through its involvement in School

Sports Victoria, and the opportunity to take part in a wide variety of academic competltlans

Join Mary MacKillops community

to offer a curriculum relevant to
student aspirations that allows
them to engage in a six-year
learning journey at the college,”
Mr Freeman said.

The school also forges posi-
tive relationships with employers
and other education providers,
helping create career and study
opportunities for its students.

Mary MacKillop Catholic Re-
gional College offers a range of
options to develop each young
person in its charge holistically.

That includes:

* An accelerated VCE program
in place for high-achieving
academic students, enabling

them to commence VCE sub-
jects in Year 10.

e A vibrant VCE Vocational
Major program, along with
Vocational Education and
Training (VET) options, are
offered to students.

¢ On-site VET options, in areas
such as building and construc-
tion, information technology,
music industry, textiles, and
sport and recreation, enhance
both employment and further
study opportunities.

The school offers students
the chance to participate in
sport through its involvement
in School Sports Victoria, and

the opportunity to take part in
a wide variety of academic com-
petitions.

Co-curricular  opportunities
such as performing arts, includ-
ing music eisteddfods, public
speaking, and Tournament of
Minds, are also available. Addi-
tionally, the college emphasises
helping those in need, with stu-
dents and staff raising awareness
and funds for important causes.

The school recently held its
Walkathon event, raising funds
for its chosen charities: MacK-
illop Today, Trinity Families,
Catholic Care Victoria, and The
Movember Foundation.

Mary

MacKillop

Grade 5 Discovery Days 2025

Information will be provided directly to schools

Thursday 23rd October

Grade 5 Students from St John's Koo Wee Rup
and Government Schools

Visit our website for more information and to register

Monday 27th October

Grade 5 Students from St Joseph’s Korumburra
and St Laurence O'Toole Leongatha

Information will be provided directly to schools

Catholic Regional College

Monday 20th October
Grade 5 Students from St Joseph’s Wonthaggi
and Star of the Sea Cowes

vyosgsoar

For further information or to register please visit our

website or contact the College:
03 5662 4255
enrolments@mmocrc.catholic.edu.au
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BASS COAST
COLLEGE

“Achieving success in a caring and creative environment”

Bass Coast College proudly continuing the 100 year tradition
as the ared’s government secondary school presence.
We remain committed to providing outstanding support
for the young people of the Bass Coast area.

DUDLEY CAMPUS SAN REMO CAMPUS FLOW CAMPUS WONTHAGGI CAMPUS
Years 7-9 Years 7-9 Flexible Learning Years 10-12
03 5672 0900 03 5610 2020 Options Years 7-10 03 5611 4000

03 5672 0999

BASS COAST COLLEGE

www.basscoast.vic.edu.au

College Principal
Leith Cummins
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Dion, Tilli, Ryan and Savannah enjoy Our Lady Star of the Sea’s outdoor learning spaces

and playgrounds.

ence and environmental stewardship.

Caden at the school’s garden - a flourishing space that offers hands-on opportunities to study sci-

Our Lady Star of the Sea: Growing with heart and purpose

In January 2018, the doors of the
first Catholic school on Phillip
Island opened to just 18 eager
students. Fast forward to today,
and Our Lady Star of the Sea in
Cowes is thriving — with 113 stu-
dents and a vibrant, close-knit
community where every child
and family is known, welcomed
and valued.

Our school is more than just a

place of learning — it’s a place of
discovery. With flexible indoor
and outdoor learning spaces, a
dynamic discovery centre and
library, four playgrounds, a bird
hide, a covered basketball court,
and a synthetic oval with three
running tracks, students are en-
couraged to explore, create and
grow in every direction.
Sustainability is woven into

Our Lady Star of the Sea

the fabric of our school. Our
flourishing gardens and green
spaces offer hands-on oppor-
tunities to study science and
environmental stewardship.
Students actively participate in
planting and maintaining our
gardens, learning firsthand how
small actions can make a big im-
pact. With solar panels, battery
storage and water tanks, we’re

proud to be reducing our carbon
footprint and inspiring future
changemakers.

But what truly sets Our Lady
Star of the Sea apart is our peo-
ple. Our dedicated staff foster
a safe, supportive and engag-
ing environment where every
student is challenged to reach
their full potential. Specialist
programs in science, art, physi-

Catholic Primary School — Cowes

cal education, Auslan, digital
technology, drama, and music
ensure a rich and well-rounded
education, grounded in high ex-
pectations and mutual trust.

Enrolments for 2026 are now
open. To book a school tour, call
us at 03 5951 1700 or visit olss-
cowes.catholic.edu.au.

Come and see how we’re
growing — together.

6 Cowes-Rhyll Road, Cowes

Courage, Compassion & Creativity

We believe in providing a welcoming, friendly and safe environment where everyone is respected
and treated fairly and justly. Taking pride in environmental sustainability, the surrounding wetlands and
“green areas” on the school site will engage students in authentic studies within a natural environment.

-
ENROLMENTS FOR 2026 ARE NOW OPEN.

Please contact us for further information on 5951 1700

info@olsscowes.catholic.edu.au
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www.olsscowes.catholic.edu.au
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A rich and varied experience

San Remo Primary School takes
pride in offering its students as
many rich and varied learning
experiences as possible, and
this term, despite it being a short
one, Acting Principal, Lauren
Hamer says, “We are truly ex-
celling in this area.”

“We have an exciting calen-
dar ahead, including our school
disco run by our wonderful Fun-
draising Committee, our Whole
School Drumming Concert,
Book Week celebrations, Science
Week activities, special days pro-
moting inclusivity and kindness
such as Bullying No Way, and a
STEM Together Expo.”

As part of the school-wide
Positive Behaviour Supports,
San Remo Primary have reintro-
duced Peer Mediators to help su-
pervise and support play around
their brand-new Gaga Pit.

“These student leaders en-
sure everyone plays fairly, fol-
lows the rules, and respects the
equipment,” says Lauren.

“Our positive behaviour ex-
pectations are shining both in
classrooms and the playground,
with students showing a strong
understanding of processes,
procedures, and teamwork.”
Positive reinforcement in every
classroom helps to create a cul-
ture of respect and cooperation.

The implementation of the
University of Florida Literacy
Institute (UFLI) program in ju-
nior school aligns seamlessly
with the Victorian Curriculum’s

San Remo Primary School's Grade 6 Peer Mediator, Lucy, supervising students around the new Gaga Pit.

commitment to evidence-based,
structured synthetic phonics in-
struction.

This daily approach ensures
that all students receive con-
sistent, explicit, and systematic
teaching in foundational read-
ing skills, laying a strong litera-
cy base from the early years.

“Our previous phonics pro-
gram had already yielded ex-
cellent results, as highlighted
by our strong NAPLAN perfor-
mance, and the adoption of UFLI
builds on this success by pro-
viding a refined and research-
backed structure,” Tracey Wil-
son, Literacy Coordinator and
Prep Teacher explains.

“Our junior school staff have

demonstrated a strong commit-
ment to professional growth
by visiting other schools, con-
ducting in-depth research, and
seeking advice from parapro-
fessionals to ensure best prac-
tice. By adopting UFLI, we are
equipping our students with the
tools they need to become confi-
dent and capable readers, while
fostering a culture of continual
improvement and collaboration
among educators.

“We were also fortunate to
welcome our new Koori Edu-
cation Support Officer, Sonya
Hunt, who shared the impor-
tance of gathering as a tribe
and sharing stories. Students
worked with Sonya to create

SAN REMO
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Yarning Sticks for their class-
room Circle Times, bringing
culture and connection into the
learning space, not just outside.”

STEM

The San Remo Primary students
thrive in their dynamic STEM
program, where they dive into
exciting activities across Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics.

“Last week, we celebrated Sci-
ence Week with hands-on food
experiments led by one of our
talented scientist parents, Gabri-
elle Enness, sparking curiosity
and discovery,” says Lauren.

“We also hosted STEM To-
gether, a lively STEM Expo

A Small School
with a

Big Heart!

San Remo Primary offers quality educational programs that
engage and support our children to achieve their best.

Experienced teachers who deliver evidence based curriculum programs.

A stimulating and supportive learning environment catering to all students.
Specialist subjects of Art, Japanese, Music, Physical Education, STEM and Library.
Dedicated and well resourced Inclusion and Wellbeing program.
Theircare: Before, After School Care and Holiday Program.

m Prep Enrolments NOW OPEN!

Come and see the school in action and the exciting new developments. Coming soon!
Book an appointment for a school tour during our Open Week, September 8-12.

Q 5678 5354 @ san.remo.ps@education.vic.gov.au Q 22 Bergin Grove, San Remo

where families visited the school
to explore the amazing projects
their children have been working
on and even got to try out some of
our interactive STEM resources
firsthand. It was a fantastic op-
portunity to celebrate learning
and inspire a passion for STEM
within our school community.”

As part of the Grade 5/6 In-
quiry Learning program, stu-
dents are engaging in a unit of
work titled San Remo: Sand, Sea
and Sustainability. This unit ex-
plores the unique marine and
coastal environment of the area,
with a current focus on the posi-
tive and negative impacts of hu-
man activity.

Recently, students ventured
out on the bay to survey local
marine and bird life, while also
observing San Remo’s housing
and landforms. They also had
the opportunity to meet Samuel,
who is sailing from Sydney to
Tasmania in his recycled yacht,
to learn first-hand about the im-
pact of pollution on marine life.

“The unit will conclude with
a student-led campaign pro-
moting local beach protection,
giving our young learners the
chance to turn their knowledge
into real-world action.”

San Remo Primary School
is hosting an open week for
prospective families and 2026
preps, running from September
8 — 12. Families are encouraged
to book an appointment for a
school tour.
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Learning, wellbeing and community at Cowes Primary School

Choosing the right school for
your child is one of the most im-
portant decisions you’ll make.
Whether your little one is yet to
start kinder or is currently en-
rolled elsewhere, it’s never too
late to explore your options. We
invite you to visit Cowes Pri-
mary School and see firsthand
how we support our students to
thrive in every aspect of their
education.

At Cowes Primary School,
we strive to support every child
in reaching their full potential.
Our teachers and education sup-
port staff go above and beyond
to ensure that each student re-
ceives the attention they need,
both academically and in their
overall wellbeing. We work
hard to build the knowledge and
sKills of our staff, knowing that
investing in our people has a
direct, positive influence on the
outcomes of our students.

At Cowes Primary School, we
value deep cultural connections
- from our global partnership in
the ASEAN-Australia BRIDGE
School Partnerships Program
with Southeast Asia, to our
strong relationships with local
First Nations people, ensuring
students learn about and value
the rich history and culture of
our area.

Opportunities

beyond the classroom

Being a larger school isn’t some-
thing to worry about - it’s some-
thing to celebrate. It means we
have plenty of space, plenty of

Cowes Primary student Teddy (Prep)
sharing his hard work.

resources, and plenty of opportu-
nities for our students to thrive.
Our size allows us to offer a di-
verse specialist subject program,
taught by highly skilled and pas-
sionate teachers, providing excit-
ing learning well beyond literacy
and numeracy — whether it’s mu-
sic, art, science, physical educa-
tion, or Japanese language.

The yard can be an exciting
place but for students who pre-
fer something different during
break times, our popular Lunch

Cowes Primary student William working hard on his clay creation.

Clubs offer a variety of engag-
ing activities indoors — another
way we ensure every child feels
included, connected, and happy
at school.

Supporting the whole child:
wellbeing at Cowes PS

It’s not just academic achieve-
ment that sets Cowes Primary
School apart. Our dedicated and
caring staff are the heart of our
school, working tirelessly to pro-
vide care and support to all stu-
dents. We believe that the well-

Are you contemplating where
to send your child to school in
the next few years?

We invite all prospective
families to join us for a...

SCHOOL
TOUR

w
A
A S
Tipy s
- o &

o ‘l
EARLY LEARNING
CENTRE

FOR ENQUIRIES: PRINCIPAL: Rodney McKenzie PHONE: 5952 2132

On the tour you will:

» Meet our committed staff

» Hear about our approach to literacy,
numeracy and wellbeing success

EMAIL: cowes.ps@education.vic.gov.au
WEB: www.cowesps.vic.edu.au

» Have the opportunity to ask lots of questions
« View our well-equipped learning spaces

If you are interested in booking a school tour,
please contact the office on 5952 2132.

being of our students is just as
important as their academic suc-
cess, and our team is committed
to creating a nurturing and in-
clusive environment where ev-
eryone feels safe, supported and
respected.

We are proud to be part of
the Mental Health in Primary
Schools (MHiPS) initiative. As
part of this program, Cowes
Primary School employs a full-
time Wellbeing Teacher, who
provides targeted wellbeing sup-
port across all year levels.

Academic success

We are committed to helping
students succeed in all areas of
their education. This dedication
has recently been highlighted
by outstanding NAPLAN re-
sults, where 81 per cent of Year
3 students and 77 per cent of our
Year 5 students achieved strong
or exceeding outcomes in read-
ing. Our teachers plan collab-
oratively to explicitly teach all
students using research-backed
strategies, maximising the suc-
cess of every learner.

Facilities

We are fortunate to have great
facilities and this year alone,
we’'ve taken play to the next
level with the installation of two
brand-new playgrounds, giving
students even more opportu-
nities to climb, swing, explore
and connect with friends. Our
School Council has also invested
significantly in our pool with the
addition of heat pumps, trans-
forming early-morning swims
on cooler days into warm, wel-
coming experiences. Students
have loved the change, with
many saying the warmer water
makes swimming “way more
fun” — whatever the weather.

We’d love to show you around
our school and answer any ques-
tions you might have. School
tours are always welcome.

To book a tour, please contact
our office at 03 5952 2132. Come
and see why Cowes Primary
School is the right choice for
your child’s future.
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PHILLIP ISLAND
DIRECTORY

Covering Phillip Island, San Remo and surrounds

Don't miss
the free th

month tri

Submit your list

before September 10.

ree
al!

ing

ACCOMMODATION

vyvigsoar

Est. 1995
ACCOMMODATION MANAGEMENT EXPERTS.

The business most trusted by the
international motor sport teams, property
owners & guests for 30 years!

Phillip island, San Remo & the Bass Coast region.

RANFURLIE BED
& BREAKFAST

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night
including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

ATTRACTIONS

OPEN 7 DAYS from 10am
1805 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes
Ph: 03 5952 2283

amazenthings.com.au

GUIDED KOALA TOUR ‘k

Get up close at the
Koala Conservation Reserve! *

BOOK NOW
at penguins.org.au

Phillip Island
NATURE PARKS

WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU

Cruise the Island
D"vé 5047;14/?

Wildlifecoast

cruises

yvo6SToQr

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowli
& Enterta

Cen

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669

thecentrecowes
@hotmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Y senicecenre |

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

CAFES & RESTAURANTS

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au | 03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS
ON THE ISLAND”

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO!

ORDERS 5907 6796

RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

CATERING
FOR ALL
0CCASIONS

JD0o5716AA

THE

waterboy

CAFE—

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765 §3(9)

TAKE AWAY

FRESH
LOCAL
SEAFOOD
SALES
ORDERS
OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm 2678 5206 FISH & CHIPS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY - §

PHILLIP

WINERY

ISLAND

wwwphillpislandwinery.com.au
(03) 8595 2155

HAIR & BEAUTY

Moabile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

LK00415AA

MEDICAL

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8-10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven

Opening hours:
8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910

to make an appointment!

\P IS
W,
-

°_ 3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES

TYRE 03 59 523 305

N «;z PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU
®Vjcg ¢t HELLO@PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

vveigsodr

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry
Self-Service

NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes,

Every Tuesday Local's Day 15% OFF 2
R e 2nd Floor, above M&O Café

with the CODE: LOCAL15

FAST4

== = ==s

PRINT LOCAL

www.printitfast.com.au

Selling more properties
on Phillip Island than
any other agency

59522799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

EPAIrS

BC ME FIX 1T
Phone, PC &
Electronic Repairs
0490 424 415

www.itrepairs.net.au

JDo5364AA

admin@jitrepairs.net.au

ALEX SCOTT

ANDSTAFF /., 1886

I 13a Thompson Avenue, Cowes
59522633 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

VySz62001

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY STATION
- GREAT MUSIC AND EVERYTHING LOCAL
across Phillip Island and Western Port on

89.1FM

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALES APPRAISAL
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL.

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU 5952 3922

RETAIL

For all your refinancing or home loan
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.
Gabriel Caffieri - Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffieri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

Q 155 Thomp:

FURNITURE OUTLET
YOUR FURNITURE SHOP

Handlex(%Anderson
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Locally owned and operated by
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

+Beds - Mattresses
+Sofas - Lounges

+ Dining -« Tables -« Chairs
+ Office +TV :Outdoor

PHONE RON 0419 335 985

0448 602 005

www.basscoastfunerals.com.an

sales@furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au
153 Thompson Ave., Cowes (near Ampol Servo)
www.furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

Melaleuca Lodge wwwpisra.com.au
Secondhand Book Sale ADVERTISER
(off Settlement Road) STORAGE

JD04301AA

0437 949 029

! Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 5952 2799

Your one-stop
guide to
Phillip
San Remo and
surrounds.

Island,

6 Shopping
m Dining

® Local Services @@ walks

Beaches

Attractions

Submit a listing here
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DIAMOND DEALER

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION,
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi

0400 001465

citytocoastair.com

AIR CONDITIONING

CARPENTER

AN

CARPENTRY
— Est1982 ——

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs
Window Replacement | Decks

John 0447 975 626

JDO3567AA

CARPET CLEANING

DECK RESTORATION

DeckSeal!
OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au
www.deckseal.com.au

DECKS & VERANDAHS

PDAIKIN

035678 5190

office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING
@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning
coastal_refrig_and_aircon

AUS51426

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller

PIC. 43216
1109866 REC26099

Sterling

Carpet Care
0409 010 106

SPECIALISING IN

v Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
v Water Damage Restoration
v Emergency Flood Restoration
v Vinyl Floor Strip & Seal

v Tile & Grout Cleaning

v Leather Cleaning

v Fabric Protection

Houses, Rental exit carpet clean, Offices,
Schools/Kindergartens, Aged Care,
High-rise Apartments.

Phone: 0409 010 106
sterlingcc@bigpond.com.au

Working with Children Check
Police Checked
Fully Insured

For Quality Carpet Care!

YVS£0800r

Established 2004

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

ISLAND
DECKS

VV6500051

John Johnston 0414 714 179

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

ELECTRICIAN
JACKSON ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING

« Reliable & fully insured « All types of
electrical services

« Split system installers

« Air conditioning sales OECE

and service
« TV Antenna & data
CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667

CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834

« Hot water systems
« Ovens and cooktops

JO02421AA

GARAGE DOORS

GAS SUPPLIERS

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS
MARK: 0418 105 262

yyseeroar

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

A
Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LKOO040AA

BLINDS & CARPET

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

Q 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes {\ 03 59521488

BLINDS/AWNINGS

Hwings ||||’

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Mobile Showroom

LK00027AA

CONCRETER

Matt Burgess 0405 533 456

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

* Exposed aggregate paving
¢ Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
¢ House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

LKOO038AA

EARTHMOVING

* SITE CUTS - SITE CLEANS
* DEMOLITION <+ LANDSCAPING
* RETAINING WALLS

0400 633 030 ¥

ISLAND

DESIEGN & BUILD
0417 503 003

ROB NORTON
INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

yvoLvsoqr

LKO0034AA

Luake Hinrichs

Phillip Island & surrounding areas since 1999

BUILDER CONCRETER EARTHMOVING
<]
— |
EXTENSIONS g
<]
RENOVATIONS AND EARTHWORKS *
M A |J D R R E PAI R S BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING
. e Free quote / consultation
DECKS Excuvlt':li'.lons e Experienced local business
Demolitions « Innovative solutions
Drive/Pathways . oudiity workmanship

Transparent communication
e Full compliance / insurance
o Tight access specialists
* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *
em: mkearthworksegmail.com

ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

Retaining walls
Spoil removal

ADVERTISING

CONCRETER

EARTHMOVING

GUTTER CLEANING

LN
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

HANDYMAN

JDOS811AA

HANDYMAN

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE

Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote

No job too small
Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495

www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

HANDYMAN

TIIVI NIEVWIVIANI

LKOO045AA

CONICRETING
e Exposed aggregate ¢ House slabs
¢ Driveways ® Footpaths e Sheds & garages
e All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

0o4q19 312 805

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

ch/:c; Skip Hire
+ Earth works

soc.oo HOME SERVICES

Home Maintenance

& Handyman Services
With over 30 years’ experience
in the building industry

NDIS certified - Island Based

Call Peter 0434 649 877

JDO5868AA
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To advertise your trade business,
contact Jane on 5952 3201
or email ads@pisra.com.au

- B . Se—
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HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies.
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi
(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

LANDSCAPING

WOOD PAVING
%AEKNDSEAPES

o All Aspects of Landscaping
« Excavator, Bobcat & Tip Truck Hire
« Garden Restorations
« Servicing Phillip Island
& Surrounds for over 25 years

P: 0408 322 652

eastwoodpavingandlandscapes

JDO5714AA

MARINE MECHANIC

JD05496AA

* ok Kk * Kk Kk
TOPWATER MARINE

0402 761 692

« Authorised Suzuki Marine dealership and service center
« Sales and service of new Suzuki outboard motors
« Suzuki genuine spare parts
« Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs
« Accessory Installations and electrical work
« Trailer servicing and modifications
« Anchor winches  « Boat detailing < Insurance work

www.topwatermarine.com.au | info@topwatermarine.com.au

64 Dixon street, Inverloch

PLUMBING

REIRABISERRISYMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

e NO CALL OUT FEE
e |eaking taps & toilets
 Hot water systems replaced

o Vanities & water
o Filters installed

* (as fitting

e General plumbing

Tappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vi. no. 119269c

LKO0044AA

RESTUMPING

RESTUMPING &
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,
House Raising & Repacking,
all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788

Licence DBL24625

LANDSCAPING

GRAYDEN

LANDSCAPES

All aspects of landscape
design and construction

Call Tom -0432216 813

LANDSCAPING

PAINTER/DECORATOR

SHANE FENEC

Painting & Decorating
Quality Tradesman

New homes . Renovations. Re-paints »
Free Quotes

0419 523 299

PLASTERING

N7

JDO5372AA

Landiscaping & Concrefing

Retaining Walls
Paving
Small Brick Repairs
Concreting
Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew
0408 822 263

118

WONTHAGGIplaster

& Construction Supplies

ROOFING

SOUTHERN
METALJRICICEING,

Metal Roofing Specialists

* Metal Wall Cladding © Domestic & Commercial
* New Installation & Renewals * Maintenance
* Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes © Aluminium Gutter Guard
30 Years Experience
M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

RUBBISH REMOVAL

RUBBISH REMOVALS

No Job Too Small - We Load for YOU!

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

LKOO014AA

Brendan Duncan

PIC No. 26296

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

Dave Costello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

LKO0020AA

0411175 957

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE #4411

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

LKOO015AA

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
WWw.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

Same Day @%’

Plumbing BV
Service Brothers

Lic 43482
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

WE CAN ALSO REMOVE YOUR
T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI UNWANTED CARS FOR FREE
wonthaggiplaster.com.au 5 Call Shane
‘overook [ © | || 56782002 or 0473 983 995
PLUMBING SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching
or just not sliding properly?

© Timber & Aluminium € Security Doors

Sliding Doors © Track & Roller
€ Bi Fold Doors Replacements
(> ) Cavity Doors © Screen Replacements

€ Wardrobe Doors © New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Now Servicing Phillip Island

Ph 0438 538 244

info(@asdrm.com.au
www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

SOLAR

STORAGE

Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging

Island Security Monitoring
ecure On Site Manager

orage 24hr/7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

LKO0023AA

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TREE SERVICES

TREE CARE

JDo4860AA

Qualified Arborist with

15 years experience and
committed to maintain the
health, safety and beauty
of your trees ensuring they
thrive and enhance your
home. Servicing Phillip
Island and surrounds.

Specialising in Pruning &
Hazardous Tree Removals

Habitat Trees Storm Damage
Cable Bracing Stump Grinding
Qualified Arborist Fully Insured

Mulch & Firewood Sales

0484 776 399

TREE SERVICES

0
Y
SL Tree Care

NO JOB TOO SMALL

e Qualified e Storm Damage

e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing

e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

WASTE MANAGEMENT

LK0O042AA

Ph: 5672 2056

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

INDUSTRIAL

WINDOW CLEANING

JOO01399AA

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

1300534 110 ___

We promise sparkling Discoynts
windows every time! Pply for
Pensionerg

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com
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CLASSIEIEDS SEEK, BUY AND SELL

DEATHS

KHONG, Jim:

Only wonderful and
cherished memories of
our dearly loved Jim.

An exceptional and
dedicated 24/7 Doctor
and friend who meant

so much to us all
and who will be
treasured forever.

Matt and Jill Ryan

McCABE, Michael:
28.9.1950-18.8.2025

Loved father of Luke,
Patrick and Katie.

Adored Pop of Evelyn,
Max, and Charlie.

Loved and remembered

O’KEEFFE,
Michael Joseph:

In loving memory
of Michael Joseph
O’Keeffe. (18/05/1934 -
09/08/2025)

Beloved husband and
best friend of Mary
O’Keeffe, devoted father
of Maree, Chris, Janine,
Michael, Melissa and
Peter, and cherished
grandfather of Kylie,
Megan, Stephen, Tiri,
Johanna, Mara, Andrew,
Julia, Edward, Patrick,
Georgina, Matthew,
Daniel, Aran, Jake,
Jack and Hailey, and
great-grandfather
to Archer and Logan.
Also remembered as
a loving father-in-law,
grandfather-in-law and
friend to many.

God hasyou in his
keeping and we have
you in our hearts, you
will live on there forever.

With our everlasting
love, your family.

FUNERALS

McCABE:

A Memorial Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Mr. Michael McCabe

will be held at the

San Remo Bowls Club,

1A Wynne Road,
San Remo on FRIDAY
(Aug. 29, 2025)
commencing at 1:00pm.

A private family burial
will be held.

For live-streaming go to
www.handleyandander-
sonfunerals.com.au

Handlex(%Anderson

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

Our Lady Star of the Sea
Primary School Cowes

TENDER NOTICE

vveeesodr

Our Lady Star of the Sea Primary School
Cowes is accepting tender applications for

Cleaning Services.

All tenders must be submitted to:
Catherine Blackford — Principal
PO Box 444
Cowes Vic 3922

or info@olsscowes.catholic.edu.au
Please contact the school on 03 59511700

for further information.

Tenders will be received until
Friday, September 5th at 4pm

A current Working with Children Card and

Public Liability must be held for the

successful application to be considered.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Anchorage Studio, Ventnor.

ART CLASSES

Mon: 9.30-12.30;
Tues & Wed: 9.30-12.30 & 1.30-4.30.

or charcoal/pencil or watercolour.

Email or text your preference to
scratchboardartclasses@gmail.com
or 0437 878 174.

Special fees for Seniors.

VV620£00

Realism — working with either scratchboard

ICT Business

Systems
Coordinator

(Ongoing, full time, band 5)

Provide technical support and
expert guidance for internal
systems and collaborate with
stakeholders on business
system improvement projects.

Applications close:
10 September 2025

For details go to
www.westernportwater.com.au

WESTERNPORT
WATER

VY6£0£001

SITUATIONS VACANT

EXCAVATOR/FORKLIFT OPERATOR

Casual position — 12 to 15 Hours with potential for growth.

We are looking for a hands-on fit Excavator/Forklift operator to join our team at
Phillip Island Waste and Recycle, you’ll play an essential role in sorting, separating
and recycling Hard Rubbish. You will need a current Licence to perform high risk

work, a strong work ethic and ability to work independently.
Immediate start available
Contact George 0429 054 207 or Andrew 0480 425 810
Or email resume to Operations@bggc.com.au

vvségsoar

SOUTH GIPPSLAND ORCHID SOCIETY INC

35TH ANNUAL
ORCHID SHOW

Friday 12th September 9.30-4.30pm
Saturday 13th September 9.30-4.00pm

Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club
75 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

ADMISSION $5.00 (cash sales only)
Plant Sales * Orchid Supplies * Repotting Demonstrations

For Further info call Julie Kilgour 0409 964 476
or Julie Dunn 0419 139 233.

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser
is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,
you may approach the
newspaper itself
or contact the
Council by email
info@presscouncil.org.au
or by phone
(02) 8261 1930.
For further
information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

MSC7943

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor

(350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au,
or submit online at pisra.com.au

No show at tax meeting
Once again Bunurong Ward
Councillor Meg Edwards has
demonstrated that she is the
only current elected Bass Coast
Shire Councillor who chooses
to stand at the head of the com-
munity rather than to stand at
the rear of the bureaucrats.

Meg convened last week’s
Not in Our Name rally at the
Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club,
to voice community oppo-
sition to the Spring Streets
brand new ESVF tax.

It’s unsurprising that, de-
spite having been invited to
address the meeting, our local
MP Jordan Crugnale failed to
make an appearance.

Instead, the meeting was
left to be addressed by Op-
position MPs including the
Shadow Minister for Local
Government Bev McArthur.

This rally attracted a large
number of community mem-
bers from across the shire.

Even councillors from
South Gippsland, Baw Baw,
Cardinia, and even as far as
Shepparton, made the effort
to attend this important com-
munity meeting.

But, notable for their ab-
sence were our other eight
Bass Coast Councillors.

And their absence was clear-
ly remarked on by community
members in attendance.

Despite having previously

opposed this new unfair tax
within the confines of their
bureaucratic McBride bubble,
the missing eight were no-
where to be seen.

And apparently none of
them even offered the courtesy
of an apology for not being able
to attend. How rude and disin-
genuous of them. Go figure.

Kevin Griffin, Wonthaggi

No to cypress

Who will care for our cypress
avenue was the question last
week (page 3, Advertiser Au-
gust 20), and while I appreci-
ate all those that work in com-
munity groups in this case
I really hope for a different
outcome. My answer would be
hopefully no one.

I have always found the cy-
press trees either side of the
high street imposing, dark
and out of place. A reminder
of a time when us colonisers
were imposing ourselves on
everything to state our case
for this being home. Maybe
we could let the trees and our
need to dominate the land-
scape slip away and in its
place let something else grow.

How about an avenue of
Manna gums; of shade and
dappled sunlight and the smell
of eucalyptus. Food for thought
and koalas, that would be fun.

Nic Frances Gilley, New-
haven

New member for Monash, Mary Aldred, with a constituent when her mobile
office visited Cowes last week. Ms Aldred said issues raised included the

NDIS funding and aged care.

Mary listens to
Cowes' concerns

POLITICS

Last Wednesday (August 20),
the mobile office of Mary Al-
dred, the new member for
Monash, visited Cowes.

Local residents were able
to book in meetings with the
MP, at The Waterboy Café.
Ms Aldred said she spent the
day catching up with constit-
uents in Cowes, Wonthaggi
and Inverloch.

She said issues raised in-
cluded NDIS funding, aged

care, as well as a range of oth-
er matters.

“We intend to make our
mobile office a regular event
in the region,” Ms Aldred said.

“It is an opportunity for
people to sit down, have a
coffee and share their story
and concerns. We are in the
Bass Coast regularly, but of-
ten with a range of commit-
ments to get to. Having this
opportunity for the residents
to sit down and chat with me
is really important.”
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Sophie McKenzie and coach Dylan Muir prepare for Sophie to swim her second
finals at the recent State Open Championships.

State Open Championships
success for SGB swimmers

SWIMMING

It was a big weekend at MSAC
for the South Gippsland Bass
swimmers at the State Open
Championships.

Lachie Patterson, Sophie
McKenzie, Trinity O’Keefe, Cor-
mac Flynn and Molly Dettburn
all competed under the watchful
eyes of Coach Dylan Muir.

The event had swimmers
competing in open events, SO
anyone with the qualifying time
could swim, regardless of age.

This meant the SGB swim-

mers rubbed shoulders with sev-
eral of the Australian Dolphins
in the heats.

The swimmers competed in
heats in the morning with sev-
eral swimmers managing to get
PBs.

Sophie McKenzie made two
finals, coming 10th in 50m
Breaststroke and 8th in 100m
Breaststroke.

Sophie managed to swim
several times that will see her
return to MSAC in October
to swim in the National Open
Championships.

Midweek at Lang Lang

BOWLS

Another brilliant day as the Mid-
week bowlers met at Lang Lang
to once again fight it out for su-
premacy.

The team was welcomed to
the club by Bev and John while
Vern arranged the teams. Once
the teams were selected everyone
was straight out to the green to
get to work.

The green was in excellent
condition as is normally the case
at Lang Lang. Plenty of happy
players judging by the laughter
across the greens, with lots of
friendly banter among all the
great bowling from all the rinks.

One or two wrong bias bowls
only helping to fill our RCH tin.

But as always there were win-
ners and those who did not quite
make it across the line.

Winners on a score of 37: Pe-
ter Taylor (L), Derek Fenn (3) and

Phil Wright (S).

Runners up on a score of 36:
Diane Kessen (L), Max Summers
(S), Robyn Coulson (3) and Dave
Martin (2).

Best One game on a score of
19: Al Weeden (L), Mary Pagett
(3), Enid Johnston (2) and Vern
Elliott (S).

Many thanks to David for pre-
paring the green, also to Mari-
anne for all her hard work behind
the bar. Also, to Marianne, Diane
and Laurie for their work in the
kitchen as well as cleaning up
both inside and out following the
game. This week the team will
be meeting at Loch to once again
fight it out for team of the week.

Please be on site by 10am to al-
low time to prepare the teams.

Unfortunately, with numbers
generally reaching capacity we
will have to be strict on a 10am
cut off time. Until then, have fun
and stay safe.

Congratulations to the outright winner of the Phillip Island Bowling Club 242

competition David Saric.

Winter 242 competition

BOWLS

Another successful season of
Phillip Island Bowling Club win-
ter 242 competition was complet-
ed on August 23 with four bowl-
ers in contention for the winner’s
prize. Congratulations to our
winners on the day Brian Arnold
and David Saric.

As with any competition there
can only be one winner and after
some close games third and sec-
ond place were tied — congratula-
tions to Alan Beddows and Steve
Farrelly.

Congratulations to the out-
right winner of the Phillip Island
Bowling Club 242 competition,
David Saric.
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Members of Woolamai Beach SLSC attended the Victorian Life Savers State Awards earlier this month. Front row: Mick
Sullivan, Zoe Scott, Ellie Ryan and Jasmine Kuerschner. Back Row: Kadek Humphris, Bonny Dickie, Erin Close, Jason Close,
Jordan Kuerschner, Christos Argyropoulos and Lachlan Casey.

Woolamai Beach SLSC shines
at state awards night

LIFESAVING

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Sav-
ing Club was well represented at
the recent Life Saving Victoria
Awards of Excellence.

Life Saving Victoria’s annual
Awards of Excellence evening
celebrates the best in Victorian
lifesaving by recognising the out-
standing achievements and con-
tributions by lifesavers and clubs
statewide.

The awards recognises vol-
unteers who have excelled in
all facets of lifesaving including
emergency response, training,
education, Nippers, sport, offici-
ating, aquatic facilities, and Club
administration.

President’s Certificate
This year, Woolamai Beach Surf
Life Saving Club’s Mick and Dan
Sullivan received the President’s
Certificate in recognition of their
outstanding contributions to
world-class water safety services.
For 15 years Mick and Dan have
co-ordinated and delivered Life
Saving Victoria’s annual Advanced
Life Saving Certificate course.
Twin brothers Mick and Dan
have gained nearly every award
possible in their long careers in
surf life saving, including nu-

merous state awards and have
trained generations of lifeguards.

Along with Mark Scotland
from Anglesea SLSC, they were
presented with their award by
Susan Wolff, President of Life
Saving Victoria.

Life Saver of the Year
Following his first season as Club
Captain/Director of Life Saving
Services, Jordan Kuerschner was
a finalist in the Victorian Life
Saver of the Year Award.

While the award went to Sas
McNamara of Portsea Surf Life
Saving Club, Jordan has shown
again that he is up there with the
best in the state.

In his role Jordan has led, in-
spired, selected and trained the
club’s patrol leadership teams. He
is also a certified trainer who has
trained and developed many of
the club’s patrolling members.

Over the past two seasons, Jor-
dan has achieved 300 voluntary
patrolling hours. This consists of
230 patrol hours and 70 jetski ser-
vice hours.

“Our club is very proud of
Jordan,” said Woolamai Beach
SLSC President, Jason Close.

“He is one of the club’s most
valuable members and lifesavers;
aleader, mentor, trainer, competi-

tor and makes significant contri-
butions to all aspects of surf life
saving.

“Jordan is to be commended
for his enormous contribution to
life saving and the community.”

Victorian Education In-
structor of the Year

For the second year in a row, San
Remo’s Bonny Dickie was named
as a finalist for the Victorian
Education Instructor of the Year
award.

Bonny won the award last
year and has demonstrated an
amazing consistency to continue
to uphold such high standards.

Starting as a Nipper in 2007-
08, Bonny has worked her way up
through the club over many years
of patrolling, gaining qualifica-
tions and training to become one
of the state’s top educators.

Bonny puts in countless hours
volunteering, training and men-
toring lifesavers and other train-
ers. Bonny also works for Life
Saving Victoria delivering train-
ing to school groups and fits all
of this in around her professional
career as a nurse.

Read full report at:

pisra.com.au/sport

Star of the Sea on the national stage

AEROBICS

The Our Lady Star of the Sea Pri-
mary School aerobics team trav-
elled to Hobart to compete at the
School Aerobics National Cham-
pionships on Sunday, August 16.

The team of seven girls earned
their place on the national stage
after progressing through both
the divisional and state rounds
earlier this year. Performing
with enthusiasm, precision, con-
fidence, and energy, the students
proudly represented their school
in front of competitors from
across the country.

Teachers and coaches Lisa
Bennett and Jacinda Tillotson,
were beyond proud of their
team’s success and the commit-
ment, hard work and steady im-
provement throughout the year.

“We are so proud of how far
the girls have come,” said Ms.
Bennett.

“They’ve shown resilience,
dedication, and a true team spirit.”

The school aerobics program,
which began at Star of the Sea in
2024, has already grown in leaps
and bounds. With strong support
from staff, families, and the wider
community, the program has pro-
vided opportunities for students to
develop new skills, grow in confi-
dence, and experience the thrill of

The school and coaches said they were proud of the team'’s success and com-
mitment. The aerobics program began in 2024, and the school is the first in the

region to offer aerabics.

performance and teamwork.

Principal Catherine Black-
ford has been a strong supporter
of the initiative.

“Programs like school aer-
obics give our students the
chance to challenge themselves,
be part of a competitive team,
and experience success through
dedication and collaboration,”
she said.

This year, Our Lady Star of
the Sea added a second junior-
aged team who look forward to
competing in the future. Both

groups are thriving on the phys-
ical, creative, and team-building
aspects of the sport.

The school is the first in the
region to offer aerobics and
looks forward to seeing the pro-
gram grow in the years ahead.

For the students, the trip to
Hobart was more than just a
competition - it was a celebra-
tion of teamwork, perseverance,
and the support of their entire
school community. The team
consisted of Meila, Eve, Vivi,
Ella, Milly, Isla and Cordelia.
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Our A grade netball team came together in style to support the Shades of Pink fundraiser, picture L
to R - Emma Hallas, Maya Huther, Ella Duggan, Charli Ross, Aisha Hibbert, Olivia Holmes, Lexi Walton,
Charlie Mau, Hallie Mau, Maddy Taylor and Hollie Castagna. A bright splash of pink and plenty of team C Grade netball team L to R - Abby Papas, Matilda Walton, Lawri Piera, Emma Hallas, Beth Adams,

spirit to support a great cause, raising awareness and support for breast cancer.

B Grade netabll team L to R - Anthea Bennett, Jarah White, Sophia Hungerford, Abbey McCaughan,

Ellie Hennessy, Steph Lewry, Sophie Gysberts, Ruby Formosa and Meika White.

NETBALL

As the 2025 season comes to a
close, the Phillip Island Foot-
ball and Netball club want to
congratulate and thank all the
senior netballers for their effort,
commitment and passion this
year.

Each and every player has
represented the club with pride
both on and off the court.

A huge thank you to our Net-
ball Co-ordinator, Anthea Ben-
nett, for her tireless work behind
the scenes in supporting all play-

ers, coaches and team managers
throughout the season.

The club is also thrilled to
announce that Head Coach
Hollie Castagna has re-signed
for 2026.

Hollie’s leadership, dedica-
tion and knowledge of the game
have been invaluable, and the
club is excited to see her con-
tinue guiding the senior netball
program into the future.

To the coaches, team manag-
ers, volunteers, players, fami-
lies and supporters, thank you
for everything you've given

Kelly Pethick, Raelene Humphrey, Kate Williams, Nikki Williams, Tori Cleeland and Abby Morgan.

D Grade netball team L to R - Cathy Felstead, Isla Walton, Ruby Anderson, Jazz Mau, Helene Mau, Chloe

Moxey, Hollie Kee, Rose \/an Rooy, Rachael Cameron, Maddy Egglestone, Meg Oudshoorn and Sarah Pederson.

Senior season wrap and Junior finals ahead

this year.

Your commitment and pas-
sion are what makes the club so
strong.

Well done to all the senior
netballers on a fantastic 2025
season and can’t wait to see
what’s ahead in 2026.

And finally, best of luck to the
Junior netballers Ull, U13, Ul5
and Ul7 girls, as they head into
finals, the whole club is right be-
hind you.

Go Bulldogs!

For all the full netball reports
go to www.pisra.com.au

Congratulations to Charli Ross (left) and Sophia Hungerford on obtaining their C
Grade umpiring badges. Both umpires play netball for Phillip Island and its fantas-
tic to see players transferring their skills over to becoming amazing umpires.

A proud weekend for Killy Bass

NETBALL

A Grade
A grade finished the season
strong with a solid win over
Garfield.

The girls started strong and
set the pace from the get-go.

The attacking end connect-
ed beautifully, and the defence
worked hard to stop their domi-
nant goalers.

A great team effort and a
great way to finish the season.
Best on: Tamika.

B Grade

Last game for the season and
what a good hit out it was.

The girls all rocked up ready
to go, keeping it simple and all
playing their role.

It was a super strong effort
through the whole court with ev-
eryone contributing to the win.

Now to look forwardtoa home
final this coming Saturday.

Best on Court: Esther and Ciara.

C Grade

The Kilcunda Bass C Grade
team faced off against Garfield

KB A Grade Emma Felsovary battles it out with Garfield for

their last round of the season.

with determination and pride.
Although Bass came away
with a loss, the girls played with
heart and gave it their all, right
until the final whistle.
They showed resilience and

KB B Grade Allison Carter on the run.

great team spirit, refusing to
drop their heads despite the
scoreboard. It was a strong
finish to the season, and the
team should be proud of their
efforts.

D Grade

Killy Bass D Grade chance at
finals came down to the last
game, with a win giving us ev-
ery opportunity, though the fi-
nal say rested on another result.

Determined to control what
they could, Killy Bass started
strongly, converting the first cen-
tre pass and forcing a turnover.
The opening quarter was tight,
ending with a one-goal lead.

The second and third quar-
ters followed the same pattern,
with both teams showing grit
and determination.

Garfield levelled the scores at
the last break, but the final quar-
ter was where the girls lifted.

Contesting every ball and
taking their chances, Killy Bass
pulled away to claim a three-goal
win, 32-29, a strong improve-
ment on their Round seven effort.

Although results elsewhere
meant they missed finals by one
game, the team can be proud of
their resilience, commitment,
and growth.

Best on court: Ro Grayson,
Lynne Boag, Ryah Maund.

Well done girls on a great
season full of growth, resilience
and teamwork.

For U17, U1, U13 and Uil reports
go to pisra.com.au/sport




Double header success
for MTB Academy

MOUNTAIN BIKES

It was a huge weekend of racing for the
Newhaven College Mountain Bike Acad-
emy, with a squad of 12 riders taking on
back-to-back rounds of the AusCycling
Interschool Series at the You Yangs
(Round 4) on Saturday and Ballarat
(Round 5) on Sunday.

Perfect winter sunshine greeted rid-
ers across both venues, creating ideal
conditions for racing and showcasing the
Academy’s talent.

Will Walker produced a standout per-
formance on Saturday, digging deep to
secure a well-earned third place on the
podium at the You Yangs, marking him
as a rider to watch as the series contin-
ues.

“Miss Consistent” Lucy Thompson
made her much-anticipated return to
racing, and she didn’t disappoint, step-
ping onto the podium twice across the
weekend with impressive second place
finishes in both rounds.

There was also a welcome return for
Evelyn McCabe, who rode strongly at
Ballarat on Sunday and claimed third
place in her category, adding another po-
dium to the team’s tally.

The double-header weekend high-
lighted the depth of talent within the

Will Walker produced a standout performance on
Saturday, digging deep to secure a well-earned
third place on the podium at the You Yangs, mark-

ing him as a rider to watch as the series continues.

Newhaven College MTB Academy, with
riders continuing to impress on the state
stage.

Final rounds 6 and 7 will be held at
Castlemaine September 6 and Bendigo
September 7.

SPORT

Left to right: Judy Nicoll, Denise Bray, Lillian Wagstaff (President) and Peter Mathews (winner) enjoy-

ing the Social Day at the Phillip Island Croquet Club.

Social day at

CROQUET

The kookaburras laughing in the ancient
Blue Gums was not the only laughter com-
ing from Blue Gum Reserve on a beautiful
sunny day, Saturday August 23.

A social play day was arranged be-
tween Phillip Island and Wonthaggi Cro-
quet Clubs.

Normally rivals on the court in the pen-

Vys£0£00r

Phillip Island

nant season, it was all about making new
friends and enjoying the day.

With a complement of 16 players and
several reserves, each player played four
games. The winner was Peter Matthews
from Phillip Island with four wins. Con-
gratulations to Peter.

Lunch was organised by the social com-
mittee consisting of homemade soup and a
sausage sizzle.

Members excelled as usual in supplying
a delicious afternoon tea.

The club is hoping to arrange simi-
lar days with other croquet clubs in the
Gippsland region soon.

If you are interested in giving Croquet
a go, you are more than welcome to come
to the club (in the Blue Gum Reserve) on
Friday and Saturday mornings from 10am
onwards. If you would like to contact the
club, go to its Facebook page, email picro-
quet.sec@gmail.com or ring the secretary
Claire on 0403 690 237.

PICKLE BALL ON THE ISLAND

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9.30-11.30am.
We encourage new players, they are welcome to
come for 2 “come and try” sessions .

A casual fee applies thereafter although most
join the club ($70/yr October-October; currently
$35 for membership till October 2025).

We are able to give guidance,
though no formal coaching available.

Enquires rhylltennisclub@gmail.com
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Phillip Island Breakers U12 Girls celebrating their top-of-the-table finish to the home-and-away season.

Junior teams finish strongly

SOCCER

u15 Girls

The U15 Girls played their final home game
on Sunday against Leongatha Knights.

Despite being short on numbers, the
Knights showed determination and spirit,
echoed by their coach, Beth.

In Breakers’ fashion, Lily T and Elisa-
beth volunteered to help the opposition.

Mia scored her first goal of the season,
followed by Ebony (2), Amara (1) and an-
other from Mia before halftime.

The second half saw more player swaps,
with the Knights also finding the net.

Breakers goals came from Lily T (2),
Amara, Ava and Hannah (2).

The team heads to Drouin Saturday,
aiming to finish the season on top.

ui4

Phillip Island’s Under 14s secured a domi-
nant 14-0 win over Lang Lang on the
weekend, showcasing both skill and team-
work.

From the opening whistle, Phillip Is-
land controlled possession with calm,
disciplined play, moving the ball swiftly
through midfield. Rubin and James were
standouts up front, finishing with multiple
goals thanks to strong service from their
teammates.

The midfield worked tirelessly to cre-
ate opportunities, while the backline re-
mained alert, providing cover and pushing
wide to maintain constant pressure.

Every player contributed, whether
through defensive interceptions, quick
transitions, or clever link-up play in attack.

The cohesion of this squad was evident,
with communication and trust across
the park ensuring Phillip Island always
looked threatening.

To their credit,
dropped their heads.

The visitors lifted in the second half
and produced some impressive defensive
efforts that drew applause from both sets
of supporters.

Their resilience and determination
highlighted the character within their
young group and provided a strong plat-
form to build on for future games.

For Phillip Island, the result reinforces
their attacking depth and commitment to
structured, team-first football.

For Lang Lang, it was a tough outing
but one that demonstrated grit, improve-
ment and plenty of potential.

u12

In their final home-and-away game, the
U12 Girls hosted second-placed Lang Lang

Lang Lang never

Izzy (right) taking on Tamsin (playing for the
Knights) in the U15s Breakers match.

in what was expected to be a tight contest.

Both sides moved the ball confidently
from defence to attack, but it was the
Breakers who made their chances count.

Gabrielle Titmarsh opened the scoring,
followed by a brilliant solo goal from Jose
Trayford on her return after six weeks.

The standout of the first half was goal-
keeper Chelsea Chambers, who pulled off
three crucial saves and repeatedly shut
down dangerous attacks.

With the defence holding strong,
the forwards capitalised, adding goals
through Kelsey Watson, Lilly Murphy and
Gabrielle again.

The Breakers went into halftime with a
commanding 5-0 lead.

The second half was more even, with
Lang Lang pushing hard. Defenders Lot-
tie Bland and Aubrey Sherburn were reli-
able at the back, while younger players Ol-
ive Travakkoli, Reegan Welsh and Taylah
Macdonald impressed with their vision
and attacking runs.

Gabrielle broke the deadlock with an-
other strong effort from midfield before
Lang Lang responded with two late goals.

However, Lilly Murphy exploited the
space, scoring twice more to complete her
hat-trick and seal an 8-2 win.

The victory secures top spot for the
Breakers, a fitting reward for their hard
work and commitment.

Read the full report at:

pisra.com.au/sport
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Soccer results

Round 17, Sunday August 24

Senior Men’s: Phillip Island Breakers 6 d
Lang Lang United 0.

Senior Women’s: Phillip Island Breakers
3 d Lang Lang United 0.

Men’s Reserves: Phillip Island Breakers
5 d Leongatha Knights White 1.

Under 15 Girls: Phillip Island Breakers 7 d

Leongatha Knights 1.

Under 14 Mixed: Phillip Island Penguins
6 d Lang Lang United 0. Leongatha
Knights 5 d Phillip Island Stingrays 2.
Under 12 Girls: Phillip Island Breakers 8 d
Lang Lang United 2.

Under 12A Mixed: Phillip Island Breakers
3 d Lang Lang United 0.

Under 12B Mixed: Drouin Dragons White
3 d Phillip Island Penguins 2. Phillip Is-
land Stingrays 3 d Wonthaggi United 0.
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Bulldogs U16 Girls shine in Grand Final at Traralgon

FOOTBALL

In glorious sunshine, the Phil-
lip Island Bulldogs U16 Girls ran
out for their Grand Final clash
against Warragul Industrials.

While the result didnt swing
their way, the Bulldogs’ effort,
teamwork and skill left no doubt
that they belonged on the big
stage.

From the first bounce, the girls
gave their all.

Warragul made the early run-
ning, but Phillip Island dug deep,
showing determination and spirit
across the ground.

Every contest was hard fought,
and the Bulldogs pushed right
to the final siren, proving how
much they had grown as a side
throughout the season.

Much of that growth has been
credited to coaches Diddy Cuth-
bertson and Justin Tilley, who
guided the group with passion
and belief.

Under their leadership, the
girls developed their skills, game
sense and resilience week after
week and it showed in the way
they handled the pressure of a
Grand Final.

Leaders stood tall all day, cap-
tain Ruby Kent-Ford set the tone
with her encouragement and en-
ergy, rallying her teammates at
every break.

Gisele Smith and Lily
O’Loughlin played tough deter-
mine football, Mia Ward and
Sadie Davies worked tirelessly
to keep the ball moving forward,
while Lily (Elbow) Bow and Tess
Ricardo provided strength and

16 girls in action in the grand final against Warragul, unfortunately they did not
come away with the win but can definitely hold their heads up high - Well done
girls. Photos courtesy of South Gippsland Sentinel Times.

composure in defence.

Up forward, Gemma Fischer
and Olivia Holmes capitalised on
their chances and gave the Bull-
dogs a spark.

Though the scoreboard read in
Warragul’s favour, every Bulldog
played their role and showed the
character that has defined their
season.

The girls may not have taken
home the premiership, but they
earned the respect of all who
watched them play.

Coach Cuthbertson summed it

up perfectly after the game.

“This team has improved out
of sight this year. Every single
girl has grown in confidence
and skill, and today they played
with real heart. We couldn’t be
prouder.” Final Score: Warragul
Industrials 3.7.25 def Phillip Is-
land 1.9.17.

Best: Gisele Smith, Olivia
Holmes, Lily (Elbow) Bow, Beth-
any Grenness, Gemma Fischer,
Lilli O’Loughlin, Mackenzie
Marr and Tess Ricardo.

Goals: Olivia Holmes.

U14 Girls just miss out on the finals this year and look forward to the next season ahead.

Phillip Island fight hard in finals against Dalyston

FOOTBALL

On a sunny Sunday in Leongatha,
the Phillip Island U14 girls took to
the field for their highly anticipat-
ed final against Dalyston.

With determination and team
spirit on full display, the girls
gave it their all in what was one
of their most hard-fought match-
es of the season.

Despite the tough contest, the
Phillip Island team showed grit
and effort from start to finish.

Every player worked hard

across the ground, demonstrat-
ing how much they had grown
together throughout the season.

While the scoreboard didn’t
fall in their favour, the girls left
the field proud, knowing they had
given everything and enjoyed the
journey as a team.

The season as a whole has
been a memorable one, filled
with improvement, friendships,
and plenty of fun.

The club would like to extend a
heartfelt thank you to those who
made it all possible: coach Rej

for his leadership and support,
Emma for her tireless efforts be-
hind the scenes, and Nadia for
her constant encouragement and
dedication.

The Phillip Island Ul4 girls
can hold their heads high, not
only for their performance in the
final but also for the effort and
enthusiasm they brought all year.

Their teamwork and spirit
have set a strong foundation for
the seasons ahead next year.

Final scores: Dalyston 6.6.42
def Phillip Island 1.2.8.

Exciting times for the U12 Blues
through to the Grand Final

FOOTBALL
U12 Blue

The Blues jumped at their second
chance to come back fighting this
week coming up against Inver-
loch at Leongatha in the prelimi-
nary final.

Despite showing nerves in the
first quarter there were good pas-
sages of play with Louis Brodie
tackling hard and moving the
ball forward.

Jett Fawaz out marked his op-
ponents and was unstoppable all
game. The Blues were yet to score
in the first quarter, down by a
point at quarter break.

With the pressure onin the sec-
ond quarter the Blues switched
on with the help of Kash Schei-
bel firing up and a goal scored by
Jobe Lock to get the momentum
happening.

The ball was in the Blues’ for-
ward line the whole time and the
Blues started playing their usual
style of footy, up by three points
at half time.

Third quarter the Blues played
so well as a team, they stopped

Inverloch from scoring and kept
up with the momentum.

Forward Rhylan Lucas was
the focal point getting the Blues a
much-needed goal and Noah Hol-
lings was covering ground and
tore away from the packs with
his speed.

Fourth quarter the Blues fin-
ished off strongly with their Bull-
dog spirit. Cody Naismith was a
powerhouse kicking a goal then
to follow Reeve Dennis, Kash
Scheibel and Jobe Lock scoring
his second. Max Robinson was
charging through the pack to
clear the ball forward, and Coo-
per Bennett was impressive with
plenty of possessions.

Doing it the hard way the
Blues earnt their opportunity to
play Leongatha next Sunday in
the Grand Final at Korumburra
at 10am. Coach Bianca and as-
sistant coaches were proud of
their team’s effort and teamwork,
bring on next week.

Best: Cody Naismith, Noah
Hollings, Jett Fawaz, Louis Bro-
die, Rhylan Lucas and Cooper
Bennett.

HKilly Bass senior’s player Timothy Gunn on the run.

Kilcunda Bass finals bound. Seniors
through, Reserves grab a win

FOOTBALL

Seniors
A great win by the Seniors to
lock in our spot in the finals.
Garfield didn’t make it easy,
but our boys pulled through.
Great performances by all the
boys, we now focus on our first
final against Phillip Island.
Final score: Killy Bass 69
defeated Garfield 58. Best on

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31 | HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK. LOW TIDE IS MARKED IN RED.

ground: Nathan Foote.

Reserves
Finally, our twos boys have se-
cured their third win of the year.
The team played really well,
everyone played a good game
and were very excited while
they watched the Seniors secure
a finals spot. Final Score: Killy
Bass 58 defeated Garfield 30.
Best on ground: Travis Stuckey.

PHILLIP

WED 27 AUG THU 28 AUG FRI 29 AUG SAT 30 AUG

(P SUN31AUG

MON 1 SEP TUE 2 SEP

ISLAND
MARINE

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au
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Phillip Island U12 Grand Final 2025
Good luck to all the teams fnom /Hex Seott (PN / .

30. Sam Martindale 1. Kash Scheibel (Captain) 5. Dash Janson 4. Jett Fawaz (Captain) 2. Yadin Kershaw
Dynamic player who can create Dynamic leader on the wing that Amazing at supporting his Never say die attitude and just Great utility used all
play and be defensive drifts forward and scores. teammates around the ground doesn’t stop running. Great leader. over the ground.
all over the ground. with strong shepherds.

6. Cooper Bennett 3. Lenny Cooper 9. Remi Glasby 8. Reeve Dennis 10. Oliver Hellmuth-Pask (Captain)
Coop is all over the ground Pocket rocket both forward and Never stops trying and has been Forward who gives his all The racehorse on the wing that
and never gives up. back. Great ability to score. great in our forward line. and creates a contest. no one can stop. Delivers the ball

forward and leads the team.

14. Phoenix Durdin 13. Jackson Rodakis 16. Kingston Boisvert 7. Ashton Hellmuth-Pask 18. Oscar Innes
Great in our backline providing Whether back or forward Jacko Great as our back or forward pocket Tall forward with great presence. Creates play down forward
stability and strength. provides great energy moving providing great shepherds. and is able to score.

the ball forward.

20. Zed Findlay 19. Nick Davidson 25. Cody Naismith (Captain) 22. Rhylan Lucas 21. Max Robinson (Captain)
Great on our backline moving Our forward pocket that provides Our leader down back able Great mark down forward Solid leader in the middle that
the ball forward. support to his teammates. to control the play and deny with a dynamic kick. crashes through the packs.

the opposition the ball.

23. Louis Brodie 28. Noah Hollings 26. Otis Joyner 27. Jobe Lock 15. Ray Wolfenden
Solid back and another ruck. Amazing all over the ground Otis provides great shepherds Makes great space moving forward One of our rucks who has proven
Louis is able to contest all and doesn’t stop running. and support down back. with the ability to score. he can move down forward as well.

over the ground.

29. William Laughton-McConnon 11. Max Ward 17. Zaine Liddell Brad Martindale Bianca Hellmuth-Pask
Great forward, able to read Strong backliner that provides Solid in the back denying the Assistant Coach. Coach.
the play and score. strong contest. opposition the ball.
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Phillip Island U14 Grand Final 2025
Good luck to all the teams fnom /Hew Seott (PN /.

1. Archie Dallinger (Vice Captain) 14. Aiden Smith 2. Jaxen Marshall 6. Ari De Fazio 24. Spencer Smi
Powerful swing man, potential Tough reliable defender, Oozes class and skills. Does whatever’s required Powerful forward, great mark.
match winner. never beaten. One to watch. for his team.

8. Brax Scheibel (Vice Captain) 9. Jarrah Rutherford 11. Kolby Carton 5. Miller Sund 21. Callum Chambers
Tough tackle beast, great hands. X Factor. If focused can Incredible reader of the play. Clown off field, killer on it. Strong and aggressive big man.
be the difference. Our rock in defence. Integral to team success.

4. Ry Sheers 10. Balin Riky (Captain) 17. Hugo Wright 13. Max Carville 12. Riley Whyte
Runs all day, tough team player. Gut runner, skilled leader Strong and hugely improved, Skilful, team’s best voice, Little man but tough,
by example. versatile player. loves a goal. with big heart.

16. Rocco Archer 7. Kai Denblyden 18. Archie Robinson 15. Tijian Coldora 3. Flynn Riley
Fast, tenacious competitor. Lively forward, potential to Tough in and under ball winner. Lightning fast, skilful and strong. Hardworking and skilful runner.
Hard to beat. be match winner. Loves a goal.

19. Taj Piera Lucas Piera Chris Dallinger
Versatile and skilful, Coach Assistant Coach
great in the air.
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SPORT

Congratulations to Jordy Patullo who capped off the day in style, celebrating his 100th senior game with a strong performance.

Full steam ahead for finals

FOOTBALL

The 2025 home-and-away sea-
son has come to a close, with
all four Phillip Island Foot-
ball teams showing strength
and determination in their
final round against Inverloch-
Kongwak.

With all the sides heading
into finals, confidence across
the club is high.

This round also marked
a special occasion, with the
club proudly supporting the
Shades of Pink Fundraiser for
Breast Cancer, organised by
Sarah Pedersen.

A fantastic function was
held on the day at the club
rooms to raise awareness and
funds, with the full story to be
featured in next week’s paper.

In a great show of solidar-
ity, all players took the field
wearing pink socks, while the
A Grade netballers donned
striking pink dresses in sup-
port of the cause.

Seniors

The Seniors stormed into
finals with a commanding
143-point victory, defeating
Inverloch-Kongwak 29.14
(188) to 6.9 (45).

From the first bounce, the
Bulldogs dominated with
pace, pressure and precision.
Billy Taylor was unstoppable
up forward, Kkicking eight
goals, while Cameron Peder-
sen added six and Brendan
Kimber four.

Yianni Caffieri and Nick
Anderson chipped in with

HOME DELIVERY

Call your local
newsagency

ISSN 2200-100X

9772200100002

Cam Pedersen drives the ball forward in the Seniors’ dominant final-round
clash, proudly wearing pink socks in support of the Shades of Pink breast
cancer lunch which raised over $10,000.

three each, with further con-
tributions across the board.
Jordy Patullo capped off the
day in style, celebrating his
100th senior game with a
strong performance.

With momentum on their
side, the Seniors now face Kil-
cunda Bass in an elimination
final at Nar Nar Goon on Sat-
urday, August 30.

Reserves
The Reserves finished their
season in style with a 58-point
win, holding Inverloch to just
one goal for the match.

Phillip Island 10.7 (67)
defeated Inverloch 1.3 (9),

PHILLIP

ADV

thanks to relentless defensive
pressure and a tireless mid-
field effort.

Mikka Paulsen led the way,
supported by Darcy Thomp-

son, Joel Galvin, Travis
Woodfield, Oliver Hibbert and
Alexander Officer.

Up forward, Brady Ross
kicked four, Woodfield three
and Lucas Chihotski two.

They now meet Inverloch
again in a sudden-death final
on Sunday, August 31 at Bass
Recreation Reserve, looking
to replicate their dominance.

u18
The Thirds rounded out their

ISLAND &8 SAN REMO

ERTISE

home-and-away season with a
finals-like clash, going down
4.8 (32) to 7.5 (47).

While Inverloch claimed
the win, Phillip Island took
plenty of positives, including
strong performances from
Benjamin Chihotski, Jack
Briggs, Noah Forrest Mabilia,
Isaac Savona, Max Taylor and
Jack Kennedy.

Goals came from Oliver
Duggan and Max Taylor with
two each. Despite the loss, the
U18s finished the season as mi-
nor premiers and now turn to
their semi-final against Inver-
loch on Saturday, September 6
at Western Park, Warragul.

u1e

The Ul6s fought bravely in a
tight contest, eventually fall-
ing short 6.7 (43) to 8.6 (54).

After a slow start, the Bull-
dogs roared back in the sec-
ond quarter with four straight
goals, trailing by just four
points at halftime.

Strong defensive work
from Joe Kelsey, Max Jess
and Bud Marshall, along with
midfield drive from Ry Scott,
Hayden Power, Sam O’Garey
and Ethan Rhee, kept the side
in the hunt.

Up forward, Felix Bathgate
(2), Caleb Cantwell, Levi Ad-
dison, Lewis DeFazio and Ar-
chie Williams all hit the score-
board. Despite the 11-point
loss, the boys take plenty of
belief into next weekend’s first
final against Tooradin.

Read the full reports at
www.pisra.com.au

R

ALEX sCOTT
AND 5TAFF

COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave

5952 2633

| SNAPPER COURT, RHYLL

Est.1886

* ‘Snapper House’ — short walk to Rhyll foreshore,
shops, restaurants & nature walks and only a short
drive from Cowes

* Amazing open plan layout, large deck, heated spa,
fire pit and raised veggie gardens

* 6 bedrooms/5 bathrooms/ample car parking

$1,450,000

62 EVERTON DRIVE, COWES

* Beautifully designed family residence positioned
on a generous corner block, offering space and
flexibility

* Two oversized garages, 4.9kw solar panel system,
solar hot water, fully fenced allotment

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/4 cars

NEW PRICE - $940,000

144 SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES

* Perfectly positioned in the heart of Cowes,
walking distance to Cowes Primary School and
main street

* Bright & airy open plan, 2 living areas, undercover
outdoor area, fully fenced backyard

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

NEW PRICE - $695,000

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade

5678 5408

6 PINEDALE AVENUE, CAPE WOOLAMAI

* This well-proportioned, single level brick home is
the perfect haven for the next family to enjoy.

* 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 dining areas,
extensive undercover outdoor entertainment
area & double garage.

¢ Justa 10-minute walk from the family friendly bay
swimming beach and coastal walking tracks.

$820,000

17 WONTHAGG CRESCENT, SAN REMO

* Expansive 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom coastal retreat
sits privately in a peaceful cul-de-sac.

* Includes 2 living zones, games room and study.
779m? allotment.

* Short walk to swimming beach and playground.

$890,000

www.alexscott.com.au
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