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Phillip Island’s charity success sto-
ry – Free 3D Hands – will open their 
new design centre in Newhaven with 
a public open day on March 20.

CEO and founder Mat Bowtell – 
who has won a swathe of global ac-
colades – opened his fi rst factory in 
Cowes three years ago after previ-
ously making free 3D printed hands 
for children from his Silverleaves 
home shed.

Mat said their new centre on Boys 
Home Road in Newhaven had gener-
ously been bought for the non-profi t 
Free 3D Hands by an anonymous lo-
cal resident, with rent now free.

“We had an imminent rent increase 
on our previous tenancy which would 

have made it fi nancially unsustain-
able for a charity,” Mat explained on 
a tour of the centre last week with the 
Advertiser.

“A very generous anonymous local 
resident was really upset by that and 
he said ‘bugger it I’m going to buy 
a factory and permanently lease it 
rent-free’, which means we now have 
long-term fi nancial sustainability.

“This is a major new chapter for us. 
This new facility will really help us 
become a global innovation hub.”

While the public are welcome to 
wander through the corridor of the 
new design centre during the work-
ing week, the offi cial opening on 
March 20 will also be a community 

open day.
The opening will include a beer 

pavilion with Ocean Reach Brewery, 
who have created a special bionic 
IPA beer, with 100 per cent of profi ts 
from the beer going to the charity.

“It’s community initiatives like that 
that keep us going,” Mat added.

Big build
Other community members have 

also dug deep to support the new 
build.

The factory was bought in mid-2021 
as an empty concrete shell and Mat 
said many tradies and businesses 
had helped with the $100,000 fi t out.

Continued page 12

Mat Bowtell and his Free 3D Hands team at their new design centre in Boys Home Road in Newhaven. Mecha-
tronics Engineering intern Jack Thornborrow, Assembly Technician Rebecca Nerosa (& 2IC baby Elijah), Bio Med 
Engineering intern Ellie Holmes, Yuka (Free 3D Hands Director) and Mat Bowtell, with Operations Manager Peta 
Strachan and Bio Med Engineering intern Emanuel Risso. 

Charity has new 
Newhaven HQ

Sophie takes 
the title!

Phillip Island’s Sophie Fletcher was crowned the Vic-
Phillip Island’s Sophie Fletcher was crowned the Vic-

torian Open Champion on Sunday. Details of an epic 
torian Open Champion on Sunday. Details of an epic 

weekend of surfi ng in Sport.weekend of surfi ng in Sport.
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The Supreme Court trial for alleged murder-
er Adrian Basham is set to start on March 7, 
with pre-trial arguments beginning this week.

The trial has been delayed several times and 
is expected to run for two months.

Adrian James Basham pleaded not guilty 
at a committal hearing in the Latrobe Valley 
Magistrates Court in October 2019, after being 
committed to stand trial over the death of his 
estranged wife Samantha Fraser.

Mr Basham is accused of killing the mother 
of their three children, Samantha Fraser, 38, at 
her Cowes home on July 23, 2018.

Mr Basham is also facing another set of 
charges which cannot be reported due a sup-
pression order.

If you or anyone you know needs support, 
contact the National Sexual Assault, Domestic 
and Family Violence Counselling Service on 
1800RESPECT (1800 737 732).

The new owners of the old Newhaven Boys 
Home have lodged updated development plans 
for the site.

Tradies have been working on the 1.4ha 
property at 54-61 Forrest Avenue, with a Bass 
Coast Shire planning spokesperson last week 
confirming they were working with the devel-
oper on revised plans.

The heritage-listed property – which sold 
last year to an unknown buyer – has a current 
valid planning permit, which dates back to a 
2010 VCAT resolution.

The permit includes: subdivision into 21 lots; 
partial demolition of existing buildings; con-
struction of road and subdivision works; re-
moval of vegetation; construction of a garage 
building and 10 dwellings; and making altera-
tions to existing buildings.

Now the planning spokeswoman said that 
permit issued by VCAT had been resubmitted.

“Planning Permit 100626 is still valid and 
able to be acted on subject to endorsement of 
plans. Council currently has these plans for 
review,” the spokesperson said.

“The planning permit issued had a number 
of conditional requirements to be met. These 
included a requirement for the developer to 
submit a series of plans in response to those 
conditions for endorsement by council.

“It is these plans that have recently been sub-
mitted to council for review and approval.”

They explained the planning permit re-
quired the submission of additional plans in-

cluding waste, landscape, and heritage man-
agement. 

“Officers are currently reviewing the plans 
and have provided feedback to the developer 
last week.”

Concerned local residents formed the Ne-
whaven Residents Association after objecting 
to the development at VCAT.

Last week association president Jeannie 
Chapman said locals looked forward to “posi-
tive developments at Boys Home and are inter-
ested in any announcements as to its future”.

The National Trust’s Bass Coast branch last 
week said they were concerned works being 
carried out on site were impacting historic sec-
tions of the building.

The shire spokesperson confirmed officers 
had investigated whether the building works 
were “in accordance with the approved permit”.

“As the investigation is ongoing, no further 
updates will be provided in relation to this,” 
they added.

In 2020 the property was sold for about $3.5 
million, previous to that it sold for $1.65 million 
in 2015 to a group of 10 investors.

The building was established by the Mission 
of St James and St John in 1928 to house delin-
quent boys aged between 9 and 16.

It was sold to Knox School in the early 2000s, 
which applied to develop the site into housing 
about a decade ago.

The buildings have been vandalised and ne-
glected over recent years.

A valid planning permit for the old Boys Home, approved by VCAT in 2010, includes a 21-lot 
subdivision.

Basham trial to begin

Newhaven boys’ home 
plans under review
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Don’t travel to high risk areas on Extreme Fire Danger Rating days.
If you plan to travel through Victoria, during fire season, it’s important to check the Fire Danger Rating every day. 
If the rating is Extreme or above, avoid travelling to high risk areas, including to cities and towns.

One of the key opponents of the 
Cowes to Stony Point car ferry has 
written to the state government to 
call for proper economic scrutiny of 
the proposal, offering a history les-
son into its viability.

As reported in the Advertiser last 
month, Bass Coast Shire advertised 
for a consultant to lead a new feasi-
bility study, after the state govern-
ment announced $200,000 funding 
to investigate the Cowes jetty as a 
possible location for a car ferry ter-
minal.

The shire said the new study 
would include financial analysis, 
but be based on the 2018 business 
case, which advocated for a 205 
metre-long terminal jetty; a 30-car 
capacity car ferry, a ticket price of 
$60 per car, at a total cost of more 
than $80 million.

Last week the Phillip Island Con-
servation Society (PICS), which 
campaigned against the 2018 and 
2009 ferry proposals, wrote a let-
ter to the infrastructure and invest-
ment department director, the head 
of Infrastructure Victoria, State MP 
Jordan Crugnale and Bass Coast 
Shire CEO and councillors.

In the letter, PICS president Jeff 
Nottle urged the government not 
to simply accept the “flawed” 2018 
business case.

“We write to ensure your depart-
ment fully understands the lack of 
rigour in the business case it has 
chosen to carry forward,” Mr Nottle 
wrote.

“The car ferry is most likely un-
viable regardless of whether the 
terminal is located at the site pro-
posed in the 2018 business case or 
at Cowes jetty.

“Among the international case 
studies presented in the 2018 busi-

ness case, the proposed Cowes 
Stony Point car ferry is uniquely un-
competitive — the only service that 
will, on average, cost users both 
time and money.”

The letter includes the 2018 PICS 
submission into the car ferry, offer-

ing economic analysis.
“We consider the 2018 business 

case is fundamentally flawed,” Mr 
Nottle wrote.

“Serious concerns raised by PICS 
and others include the unlikely vi-
ability of the car ferry, given very 

poor time-savings for the fare and 
unrealistic demand modelling; and 
poorly substantiated overstate-
ments of operating outcomes, eco-
nomic and social benefits, and the 
benefit-cost ratio.”

At the time PICS was not the only 
organisation to question figures in 
the business case, with the Nature 
Parks also writing the business 
case had over-stated the economic 
benefits, while a former tourism 
head wrote a submission casting 
doubt on the car ferry’s bottom line.

According to the 2018 business 
case, over 30 years the ferry would 
inject $93m into the economy, most-
ly in accommodation and food.

Environment, community
The PICS letter also asks the gov-

ernment to commit to a proper en-
vironment effects statement (EES) 
before a car ferry project proceeds, 
while a 2018 council motion called 
for an EES on the final preferred 
location.

Mr Nottle said the 2018 business 
case failed to properly consider en-
vironmental risks, such as potential 
for coastal erosion from construc-
tion of new marine infrastructure, 
as well as social costs, including 
loss of amenity on Phillip Island’s 
northern shore.

He said community consultation 
following release of the draft 2018 
business case revealed 54 per cent 
from the Bass Coast community 
were opposed to the concept and 37 
per cent in favour.

“The car ferry proposal has gener-
ated significant anxiety in the Bass 
Coast Shire community for over a 
decade,” he added.

The letter states the car ferry 
should not be advanced ahead of 

other actions in the Phillip Island 
and San Remo Visitor Economy 
Strategy 2035, especially “those in-
tended to reduce the impacts of pri-
vate vehicles in heavily congested 
areas such as Cowes”.

“The proposed car ferry is not a 
panacea that will increase over-
night visitation and economic yield 
or smooth out seasonal peaks and 
troughs.”

Mr Nottle said the final 2018 busi-
ness case did not include communi-
ty recommendations including im-
proving economic analysis to better 
demonstrate viability, and “provid-
ing further evidence a car ferry 
would bring purported benefits by 
combating the negative effects of 
seasonality and peak-season con-
gestion”.

Destination Phillip Island
In their submission to the 2018 

business case, Destination Phillip 
Island said a car ferry would create 
an “iconic” touring route from the 
Great Ocean Road to Gippsland and 
increase visitor spending especially 
in low season “by increasing over-
night and average length of stay”.

DPI – a member of the car ferry 
steering committee – said a car 
ferry would create an additional 
route to the Mornington Peninsula 
and therefore new employment and 
medical access for residents and 
businesses, as well as in case of 
emergencies.

DPI said the investigation of en-
vironmental impacts was “crucial”, 
and the business case should also 
clarify community concerns.

Bass Coast Shire last month said 
the tender would be advertised for 
five weeks, and the study could be-
gin about April.

Phillip Island Conservation Society president Jeff Nottle has urged the 
state government to properly examine the “flawed” economic argu-
ments in the 2018 Cowes to Stony Point car ferry business case.

Government warned against 
blanket ok to car ferry economics
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Local Covid cases tripled in the fi rst week 
of February, as schools returned and rapid 
antigen tests (RATs) became easier to access.

Between February 1 and 7, cases jumped 
from 131 to 409, with around 70 new cases be-
ing reported a day.

Wonthaggi, Cowes and the Waterline area 
(3984) continue to record the highest number 
of cases, followed by Inverloch and then San 
Remo.

Between February 7 and 14, the shire aver-
aged 67-68 new cases daily, while the overall 
case numbers have hovered between 355 and 
376.

The rise in case numbers hasn’t seen a cor-
responding rise in hospital admissions, with 
most people able to manage their symptoms 
at home.

However Bass Coast CEO Jan Child said 
the number of people in the Covid Hospital in 
the Home program is steadily growing, with a 
couple of inpatients admitted to hospital each 
day.

The increase in reported cases coincided 
with large numbers of RATs being distributed 
through schools, as well as through the Bass 
Coast Health testing sites.

The new site at the Cowes Health Hub dis-
tributed 119 kits in the fi rst few days of opera-
tion. Since opening on January 31 and Feb-
ruary 11, BCH said approximately 60 people 
had gone through the testing site each day..

Ms Child believes the rise in numbers defi -
nitely refl ected the better access to RATs, but 
feels the fi gures are an under-representation 
of the cases in the community.

“My feeling is some people are not report-
ing their RATs results and others are not get-
ting tested.

“Some think their symptoms are just a 
cold.”

She said overall the testing fi gures for the 
area were down, as were vaccinations (see 
separate story), and believes the slow roll out 
of RATs has had an impact.

“We didn’t have the RATs quickly enough, 
and now people don’t want them.

“People think the peak has gone and they 
don’t have to worry too much, so they’re re-
laxing.

“This is a time of trying to work out how to get 
back to a normal routine.”

Ms Child said BCH would continue to keep 
the testing sites open as much as possible but 
admitted they were looking at pulling the hours 
back, as the demand had dropped so much.

She urged people to still get tested if they 
experienced any symptoms, ensure their vac-
cinations were up to date and to follow the 
Covid protocols, particularly around mask 
wearing.

Ms Child fi rmly believes the use of N95 
masks has been an important factor in BCH’s 
success in keeping the workplace free of Co-
vid transmission.

“We’ve still had no transmission at work, 
with our staff working in N95 masks.

“We’re now fi t testing all our volunteers 
with properly fi tting masks, which will help 
get us through the next few months.”

She urged people to invest in proper masks, 
saying cloth masks or bandanas don’t pro-
vide adequate protection against Omicron.

“There are some good Australian manufac-
turers making N95 masks that can be pur-
chased online.

“It’s worth the investment if you don’t want 
to get sick.”

P2 masks also offered better protection 
than surgical masks.

Schools
Most local schools have had students or 

staff test positive since school returned at the 
start of the month.

Young Emily Callis was unable to start 
Prep at Cowes primary school after the fami-
ly tested positive. School principal, Rod McK-
enzie told the Advertiser earlier this month 
that several students and staff had not been at 

school in the fi rst week, after testing positive 
or because they were a household contact.

The situation has been echoed at schools 
across the shire.

Bass Coast College Principal Darren Park-
er said the college had been similarly impact-
ed, but the response from staff, students and 
families had been “fantastic”.

“Students are encouraged to get tested 
twice a week and most families are following 
the recommendations,” he said.

“There’s been no grief about the process 
and if kids are feeling unwell, even before 
testing positive, many parents are keeping 
them home.

“The monitoring aspect has been really suc-
cessful.”

Mr Parker said the school did inform par-
ents if a student or teacher in their child’s 
class tested positive, but the rest of the class 
did not have to stay home or return to online 
learning.

“Our protocol is, if someone in the class has 
tested positive, everyone should monitor for 
symptoms.

“Whether you’ve been near a known con-
tact or not, we should all be monitoring our 
symptoms. That’s the new normal.”

The number of cases reported was a very 
small percentage of the overall school popu-
lation, however Mr Parker said people being 
identifi ed as a household contact was an or-
ganisational challenge for the school.

“If one person is sick in the house, that 
might mean four others are staying at home 
and that is challenging in terms of staffi ng.

“But so far, our systems have been really 
good.

“There has been understandable anxiety 
around Covid, but my feeling is the com-
munity is now much more resilient and has 
adapted to this new way of dealing with it.”

Mr Parker believes the current system is bet-
ter than students returning to remote learning.

He said the school had been well supported 
by the state government and this week re-
ceived “a signifi cant amount” of RATs. 

“We’ve got enough to roll out another two 
weeks worth to every staff member and stu-
dents.”

Local Covid cases tripled in the fi rst week of February. Health offi cials are urging people 
to get tested if displaying symptoms and are recommending the use of N95 or P2 masks for 
increased protection.

Covid cases climb again
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Bass Coast Health CEO Jan Child 
is urging people to get vaccinated or 
book in for their booster, to help keep 
the community safe from Covid.

“Omicron is still in the community 
and people need to get their booster,” 
she said.

“We had the highest vaccination 
rates in Gippsland initially, but peo-
ple aren’t hunting down the vaccina-
tions now.

“I think everyone is a bit tired and 
over it, but we need to keep promot-
ing vaccinations, to help us get back 
to business as usual.”

She said mandates shouldn’t be 
needed for people to take up the vac-
cination offer.

“Whatever the rules say, you have 
more chance of staying out of hospi-
tal if you take that third dose.

“If you look at any evidence about 
Omicron, it will tell you the third 
dose is the thing that has made the 
difference. It’s so clear in every sce-
nario that the third dose is critical.”

BCH has contacted local sports 
and community groups offering vac-
cination sessions, to try and reach as 
many people as possible.

“We’re asking the community to 
let us know how we can accommo-
date you. Tell us how we can help 
make this happen.”

She urged any group or business 
that wanted to organise a vaccina-
tion session to contact BCH.

The Community Vaccination Clin-
ic in Wonthaggi is currently operat-
ing seven days a week and the No-
vavax will also soon be available.

You can book online or simply 
walk in.

Vaccination is also available 
through pharmacies and GPs.

“Keeping our vaccination rates 
high is our best defence for winter,” 
Ms Child said.

“Statistics show that the lowest 
booster rates are in men aged 20-30 
years old, and the rate in the over 70s 
is also not as high as we would like.”

BCH is also calling on teenagers 
aged 16 to 17 who are eligible for a 
booster to come forward.

“The Australian Technical Adviso-
ry Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) 
is advising everyone aged 16 years 
and over to receive a third dose,” said 
Ms Child.

“Our young people should be able 
to get on with learning in their last 
year or two at school and spend time 
with friends. A serious bout of Covid 
can seriously disrupt their lives and 
their schooling, and could lead to 
long-term health implications.”

In BCH managed Aged Care 
homes, Ms Child said all residents 
had received their third doses, with 
most other local aged care providers 
also having completed boosters for 
residents.

Currently in Victoria just under 50 
per cent of adults have received their 
third vaccine dose.

Normal services resume
Although numbers are down from 

the Omicron peak in January, “we are 
not out of this yet,” warned Ms Child.

“There will be other variants.
“Summer is terrific, as we can all 

get outdoors, but that changes with 
winter. New variants will come and 
we will be at risk again.”

But she said it was the behaviour 
associated with the virus, not sum-
mer or winter, that was most impor-
tant, including limiting our interac-
tions, maintaining social distance, 
hand washing and mask wearing.

“We do need to figure out how to 
maintain those behaviours, particu-
larly in winter when it’s harder to be 
outdoors, to create safe passage for 
all of us.”

This week, the Pandemic Code 
Brown in hospitals will wind down.

Ms Child said for BCH, the Code 
Brown was about managing staff 
shortfalls at the peak of the Omicron 
wave.

“We had so many staff caught up 

with kids being infected, or being 
close contacts, but all of the furlough-
ing changes and requirements to stay 
at home have shifted.

“We plan to have theatre back on 
February 21 and to have dental ser-
vices back this week.”

Wonthaggi Hospital is now a 
“streaming hospital”, which means 
Covid patients will stay at the hos-
pital if their condition is “within 
our capability” to manage said Ms 
Child, rather than automatically be-
ing transferred to Latrobe or a met-
ropolitan hospital.

While several patients were be-
ing admitted each day, the majority 
of local cases where being managed 
through the Hospital in the Home 
program.

“Most people don’t get really sick; 
they experience mild to moderate 
symptoms,” she said.

“If symptoms are mild, we monitor 
the patient. If symptoms are moder-
ate, our staff intervene with medica-
tion and anyone in more significant 
distress will be transferred to the 
hospital for care.

“This is becoming our new normal
“In Delta and the first wave, we had 

really critically unwell people, but in 
this wave, it’s rare.

“It does feel like the severity is less, 
and there’s no doubt the good vacci-
nation rates here have helped.

“Vaccination in Bass Coast is still 
high compared to other parts of 
Gippsland and that’s something we 
should aspire to maintain,” Ms Child 
said.

“It stood us in good stead during 
Delta and Omicron. We’ll be in this 
vaccination business for a while and 
it’s critical that we reach the people 
who need their booster.”

Vaccination bookings can be made 
online at portal.cvms.vic.gov.au or 
by calling 1800 675 398.

GPs or pharmacy vaccinations can 
also book online at covid-vaccine.
healthdirect.gov.au/booking/

Teenager Lorraine Tangpos received her Covid booster at the Community 
Vaccination Clinic at the Wonthaggi Town Hall. All eligible residents are 
urged to make a booking or walk-in to the clinic for their booster, to help 
maintain the community’s high vaccination rate.

Vaccinations are key to conquering Covid
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There’s a new way to contact the police 
when you don’t need the sirens - the 
24/7 Police Assistance Line.

Save 131 444 to your phone for 
non-emergency situations. Or for online 
reporting go to police.vic.gov.au
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Just two weeks after a car 
ploughed through their front win-
dow, Wingo Ho restaurant in Cow-
es has reopened for takeaway.

“We are fi nally back after all we 
have gone through,” management 
announced through social media.

“It would not be possible without 
a very generous community, and 
amazing people surrounding.

“Your loyalty and support mean 
so much to us, a small family busi-
ness.”

Management said they would 
keep customers posted about the 
reopening of dine-in service, with 
a date yet to be specifi ed.

Customers were injured when 
the car mounted the curb on 
Thompson Avenue about 7pm a 
fortnight ago and smashed the 
front of the brick building, hit-
ting a table where – according to 
restaurant staff – they were due to 
dine with four friends.

Some of those friends fell to the 
fl oor when the car smashed the 
table and chairs.

Victoria Police said the incident 
was under investigation and they 
couldn’t provide comment on the 
cause of the crash.

Police, CFA, SES and paramed-
ics all attended the incident.

A Freedom of Information request 
about Bass Coast Shire’s controver-
sial and costly waste contracts has 
taken more than 865 days to sup-
ply information, with most pages 
“blanked out”.

In response to resident “concerns 
and frustration about the lack of 
transparency”, in June 2019 Bass 
Coast Ratepayers and Residents As-
sociation (BCRRA) lodged an FOI 
request to access the shire’s waste 
contracts, signed in 2016.

“The aim of this FOI was to review 
the contracts and clarify whether 
Bass Coast ratepayers were receiving 
appropriate value for money and a 
service that truly meets their needs,” 
BCRRA spokesman John Trigt said.

In 2018 Bass Coast ratepayers 
forked out $374 per year for garbage 
charges, which rose to $496 in 2020, 
an 11 per cent increase on the previ-
ous year; which was in contrast to 
neighbouring shire South Gippsland 
who in ‘20-21 paid a $217 garbage 
charge, a rise of $10.

Mr Trigt said the FOI Act required 
requests to be dealt with promptly, 
with the standard timeframe 30 days.

“More than a year later, after multi-
ple missed deadlines and unanswered 
emails, BCRRA lodged a complaint 
with the Offi ce of the Victorian Infor-
mation Commissioner (OVIC) about 
Council’s poor response,” he said.

Following the complaint the shire 
then asked the association to split 
their request into two parts: contracts 
and variations.

After multiple missed deadlines, 
BCRRA received the documents 865 
days after the FOI request was made 
and “the documents received are 
more than 50 per cent redacted”.

“This is not national security we’re 
talking about but waste contracts.”

Mr Trigt said the association had 

asked OVIC to review if the redac-
tions were appropriate.

“But of greater concern, these de-
lays underline just how unwilling 
Bass Coast Shire is to provide trans-
parency and accountability on how 
they spend ratepayers’ money.”

He said in September 2016, prior to 
his election to council, now Mayor Mi-
chael Whelan wrote to the Advertiser 
stating, ”I have at no time declared 
support for the waste contract”, add-
ing he believed “contracts should be 
made public” to restore confi dence in 
the process.

“Despite our best efforts, it seems 
information is not very “free” even 
with the provisions of legislation.

“As the 10-year waste contracts 
conclude in just over four years, will 
this information ever see the light of 
day?”

A shire spokesperson said they 
were governed by the Freedom of 
Information Act when responding to 
applications.

“Council is only able to exempt in-
formation in line with the legislation 
or by mutual agreement,” they said.

“At the time the mayor, deputy may-
or and CEO met with members of the 
BCRRPA to discuss why details of the 
waste contract could not be released.”

Background
In 2020 councillors voted on two 

massive price hikes in rubbish fees, 
with one admitting there will be 
“kickback from the community” on 
rubbish collection costs, with con-
tentious debate around why rate-
payers were being hit so hard.

The fi rst hike was for (legally 
required) environmental monitor-
ing of landfi ll sites at Rhyll, Grant-
ville and Wonthaggi by contractors 
Meinhardt Infrastructure & Envi-
ronment Pty Ltd.

A three-year contract from 2019 
was originally for $258,720, with 
the contractor seeking an increase 
of $171,943 over two years, a jump 
of more than 60 per cent.

The second hike was for $1.83 mil-
lion for recycling services by Won-
thaggi Recyclers, including their 
management of Inverloch and Won-
thaggi Transfer Stations and the 
continued collection and processing 
of recyclables.

According to Wonthaggi Recy-
clers the fee imposed by Visy Re-
cycling for the shire’s recyclable 
materials increased from $100 per 
tonne to $145 per tonne, or a rise of 
45 per cent.

The owners of the Mercedes car smashed through the front window 
of the Wing Ho restaurant, into the table that seated four of their 
friends, whom they were meeting for dinner.

Way to go, Wing Ho
A Freedom of Information request 
about Bass Coast Shire’s contro-
versial and costly waste contracts 
has taken more than 865 days, 
with the documents around 50 per 
cent redacted.

FOI on garbage charges 
mostly “redacted”
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Ratepayer advocates say they are 
“horrified” parking sensors will be 
rolled out in Cowes with no public 
consultation or council vote, agree-
ing it will be a “major revenue raiser”.

And, they say, the sensors – to 
be rolled out before Easter – could 
only occur because of the relatively 
new spending power of Bass Coast 
Shire’s CEO.

The technology will see about 500 
car parks in Thompson Avenue, 
Chapel Street, The Esplanade and 
the Cowes Transit Centre installed 
with sensors after the shire last 
week announced they had awarded 
the $300,000 tender.

The vast majority of comments 
on the Advertiser’s Facebook page 
last year opposed the technology, 
with residents arguing that while 
it wasn’t paid parking, it would un-
doubtedly see more drivers fined in 
the 10 months of the year that were 
off-peak.

Island Voice spokeswoman Linda 
Marston said the group was “horri-
fied” the rollout could occur with-
out community consultation.

“Where is the transparency?” Ms 
Marston said.

“There are many questions about 
costing – both initial and ongoing, 
how much of the year will this op-
erate and how it will affect the per-
ception of our visitors?

“How was this even decided to be 
a priority for the island? We have 
had many priority lists over the 
years and parking sensors was not 
one of them.”

She asked why there was a rush 

to spend the funding “without ref-
erence to the community or a prior-
ity list” when there were so many 
other pressing issues.

Ratepayer advocate Ken Hailey 
was “astounded” the parking sen-
sors could be rolled out without a 
council vote.

“We elect councillors to represent 
the community and make these 
decisions. We did not elect public 
servants to make these decisions 
without community input,” Mr Hai-
ley said.

He said parking pods were a ma-
jor revenue raiser for city councils.

“They would never be installed 
otherwise. Enforcement officers no 
longer have to chalk tyres. Wire-
less technology tells them when 
and where an infringement has oc-
curred.

“Easier and more efficient, hence 
more revenue.

“Will this mean that parking 
pods will expand throughout the 
rest of the island?”

Spending powers
Cowes resident Peter McMahon 

said the project sidestep commu-
nity consultation because CEO 
Ali Wastie “used her discretionary 
power and established a tender and 
announced the winner”.

Following the Covid outbreak in 
2020, Ms Wastie’s spending limit 
was increased from $250,000 to $1 
million, which means the CEO can 
singlehandedly spend $1 million on 
shire projects, without the need to 
seek councillors’ approval.

“My concern is why does the CEO 
have the ability to use up to $1 mil-
lion, which was increased for Co-
vid issues?” Mr McMahon said.

“This needs to be addressed and 
should be reduced to the pre-Covid 
$250,000 limit.

“No issue that impacts the com-
munity should be put in place be-
fore community consultation.”

Ms Marston agreed saying if the 
CEO’s spending limit had been re-
set to pre-Covid levels, the issue 

would have been debated by coun-
cillors who would “have insisted on 
community engagement”.

“What was a strategy to keep 
council working in an unknown 
pandemic situation is now redun-
dant and should be rescinded.”

Survey
Last week shire staff randomly 

surveyed drivers in Cowes, asking 
how difficult it was to find a car 
park and the time it took, with data 

to be compared against survey re-
sponses after the system has been 
installed.

Mr McMahon said it was point-
less surveying locals.

“We the locals know where and 
how to park, it is only in the tour-
ist seasons that parking may be a 
problem.”

Ms Marston said local drivers 
did not “drive around endlessly for 
parking most of the year”.

“Smart parking may have some 
benefit for five weeks of the year 
– but what business case supports 
this expenditure?

“Perhaps conducting a survey to 
scope the problem before letting 
the contract would have been more 
sensible?

The contractor will begin install-
ing small sensors in parking bays 
in March.

Response
A shire spokesman said the driv-

er surveys were delayed due to ex-
treme weather forecasts.

“Early survey results indicate a 
healthy mix of local and visitor re-
sponses, benefitting from the extra 
traffic from the Phillip Island Pro 
event,” the spokesperson said.

When the Advertiser asked 
about community consultation 
and pre-Covid CEO spending 
limits, the spokesperson said 
the  Smart Parking shire website 
page provided information includ-
ing on the benefits.

Details: www.basscoast.vic.gov.
au/smartparking.

Parking sensors ‘should 
not bypass community’

With the upcoming rollout of parking sensors in Cowes, enforcement 
officers will no longer have to walk the street and chalk tyres. “Wireless 
technology tells them when and where an infringement has occurred. 
Easier and more efficient, hence more revenue,” says one ratepayer 
advocate. 
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Community Grants - closing soon!

Changed traffic conditions, San Remo –  
Channel Challenge, Saturday, 19 February

Road Management Plan Review

Round 1 of our 2022 Community Grants Program is closing on Friday, 4 March 2022. Our 
Community Grants Program is an opportunity for community groups and not-for-profit 
organisations to apply for grants of up to $5,000, as well as up to three major project 
grants of $10,000. Categories include Equipment, Other Projects, Festivals Events and 
Celebrations, Minor Capital Works and Climate Action. Visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
grants to read our Community Grants guidelines and to apply. Alternatively you can 
contact our Community Grants Officer on the numbers below or email  
grantenquiry@basscoast.vic.gov.au.

As part of traffic management and safety precautions for this event, there will be
changed traffic conditions at San Remo:
• Marine Parade will be closed between Bergin Grove and Woolamai Grove from 

1.00pm until 4.30pm.
• Bergin Grove will be closed between Mary Grove and Marine Parade from 2.50pm 

until 4.30pm. Parking restrictions will apply in Bergin Grove.
• One way traffic on the San Remo Bridge will be in place between 3.00pm and 

4.00pm.
Race starts at 3.15pm. For any enquires please contact Council’s Senior Visitor Economy 
and Events Officer, Janine Temme on the numbers below.

Council is reviewing its Road Management Plan (RMP) in accordance with section 54 of 
the Road Management Act 2004. The purpose of this review is to ensure that Council’s 
Road Management Plan reflects the expectations of its community, and keeps the road 
network safe and well maintained for years to come.
A copy of the current Road Management Plan is available on our website at  
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/rmp or at Council's Service Centres in Wonthaggi, Cowes, 
Inverloch or Grantville during office hours. If you wish to make a submission as part 
of the review you can do so by email to basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au or by mail 
addressed to Asset Management Coordinator, PO Box 118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995. 
Submissions close at 5.00pm on Friday, 25 March 2022
For further information, please contact Council’s Coordinator Asset Management on
the numbers below.

Life Saving Victoria, in partnership 
with Woolamai Beach Surf Life Sav-
ing Club, invites Bass Coast residents 
to have their say on a project to help 
prevent drownings at local beaches.

A virtual community consultation 
session will be held from 6 – 7pm 
on Thursday, February 24 to gath-
er local insights as part of a trial 
that will see an interactive, electric 
drowning prevention sign installed 
at Woolamai Beach.

The project comes after the Bass 
Coast was frequently identifi ed as a 
drowning blackspot location, with a 
high number of drowning incidents 
during previous years, according 
to Life Saving Victoria manager 
health promotion and research Dr 
Hannah Calverley.

“In response, we have received 
funding to trial an interactive, elec-
tronic sign in the area, to elevate 
drowning prevention messaging and 
enhance water safety along the Bass 
Coast, and specifi cally at Woolamai 
Beach,” Dr Calverley said.

“The local community are the ex-
perts of Bass Coast and Woolamai 
areas, and we want to ensure their 
insights are captured and inform 
this project to ensure the best pos-
sible outcome.”

The consultation aims to engage 
stakeholders and communities 
within the Bass Coast and Woola-
mai areas to determine local per-
ceptions of water safety risks along 
Woolamai Beach, as well as who 
is most at risk, and when they are 
most at risk.

Dr Calverley said the informa-
tion will help develop content to be 
included in the interactive sign at 
Woolamai Beach.

“We understand people are busy 
and with the current Covid-19 cli-

mate, may be limiting their physical 
interaction, and so we have decided 
to host this event virtually,” Dr Cal-
verley said.

“Registration isn’t required, how-
ever we encourage participants 
to RSVP to the virtual session via 
Facebook, where we have set up a 
dedicated event page to share the 
meeting link and related resources 
closer to the date.

“For those who can’t make it, 
we’ve also created a survey so that 
everyone has the opportunity to 
have their say.”

If you require any further infor-
mation, or have any questions or 
concerns, please contact the Life 
Saving Victoria research team at 
research@lsv.com.au.

This project is part of the Surf Life 
Saving Australia Beach Drowning 
Black Spot Reduction Program fund-
ed by the Australian Government.

Join the Facebook session at: bit.
ly/3GGCUXy

To complete the survey, go to: sur-
veymonkey.com/r/WoolamaiSLSC-
sign
/ Sponsored Article /

A new advertising campaign 
is warning men in Victoria not 
to think they are an ‘Unsinkable 
Guy’ in a push to reduce drowning 
deaths across the state.

A staggering four out of fi ve 
drowning deaths in Victoria over 
the past 10 years have involved 
men aged 25 to 64.

Infl atable ‘unsinkable guys’ fea-
ture in the TV, radio, print, digital 
and social media campaign to high-
light a number of the dangers that 
led to 61 drownings in 2020-21.

Close to one third of all drown-
ing deaths in the state over the 
past decade involved alcohol.

The advertising campaign is 
part of a new summer water safe-
ty messaging this year to reach at-
risk groups in the community in 
the hopes of a safer summer.

The campaign is built on ex-
tensive research that shows men 
often underestimate drowning 
dangers to themselves, despite 
looking out for others. The cam-
paign asks them to rethink their 
risks around the water.

The research shows that men 
are also less likely to heed water 
safety messages.

This month, the Minister for 
Emergency Services Jaclyn 
Symes launched a new Victorian 
Water Safety Strategy to encour-
age people to safely enjoy activi-
ties in and around the water and 
to drive drownings to zero.

“Nobody is unsinkable – too 
many Victorians have been lost to 
water tragedies who could still be 
with their loved ones today,” the 
Minister said.

“We’re urging all Victorians to 
be alert to potential risks around 
water so that we can all have a 
safe and fun summer – but par-
ticularly men who tend to under-
estimate and misjudge the risks to 

themselves.
“We want all Victorians to enjoy 

our beautiful waterways this sum-
mer, but we also want them all to 
come home – the Unsinkable Guy 
reminds us all that there are still 
risks around water.”

Drowning related deaths are a 
risk across the community, with 
the strategy aimed at reducing the 
risk at beaches, lakes, rivers and 
dams, at home, as well as public 
and private pools and ponds.

The new Water Safety Strategy 
for 2021-25 maps out steps to tack-
le a range of contributing factors 
such as the growing number of 
people visiting the water, demand 
for water safety education pro-
grams, and education for people 
using recreational vessels.

The state government is invest-
ing $8.5 million with Life Saving 
Victoria for critical water safety 
initiatives to help reduce the num-
ber of drownings in Victoria and 
support the extension of the life-
saving season in 2021-22.

A further $71.5 million is sup-
porting swimming lessons and 
resources for primary school chil-
dren.

The Water Safety Strategy can 
be found at vic.gov.au/victorian-
water-safety-strategy.

A new state government cam-
paign – “Unsinkable Guy” aims 
to reduced drowning deaths 
across the state, particular 
aimed at men aged 25 to 64.

Don’t be the unsinkable guy, 
rethink before a day on water

A virtual community consultation session will be held from 6 – 7pm on 
Thursday, February 24 to gather local insights as part of a trial that 
will see an interactive, electric drowning prevention sign installed at 
Woolamai Beach.

Your say on drowning 
prevention sign
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Don’t be a 
goose, get 
yours now.

RRP: $44.95

W E ’ R E  B A C K  I N  S T O C K .
Our fi rst print run sold out in three weeks, but new copies are now available at the Phillip Island and San Remo 
Advertiser offi  ce (60 Chapel Street, Cowes), 03 5952 3201, or online at www.pisra.com.au/over-the-bridge.

Over the Bridge: A book dedicated to the farmers, chefs, restaurants and farmgates of Phillip Island and beyond.
RRP: $44.95

Our fi rst print run sold out in three weeks, but new copies are now available at the Phillip Island and San Remo 
Advertiser offi  ce (60 Chapel Street, Cowes), 03 5952 3201, or online at www.pisra.com.au/over-the-bridge.

Over the Bridge: A book dedicated to the farmers, chefs, restaurants and farmgates of Phillip Island and beyond.
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Red Rocks residents say they are 
concerned about increasing attacks 
on wildlife by dogs off leash.

Meanwhile Bass Coast Shire said 
officers issued 55 infringements 
and 17 warnings from December 
1 to January 31, with a “number of 
infringements issued at Red Rocks”.

Red Rocks resident Marcus Tar-
rant said in the past year locals had 
found two wallabies dead on the 
foreshore and other “survivors with 
injuries” (pictured).

“The most severe of these two 
was captured by wildlife rescue vol-
unteers but, ultimately could not be 
saved. The other of these two is still 
around,” Marcus said.

Marcus has lived in the area for 
four decades and the last couple of 
years he said there had been a spike 
in injuries, but dead wallabies was 
“a new phenomenon”, adding most 
dogs on the foreshore were off-
leash.

“It’s common for dogs to leap out 
of cars and once they catch the scent 
of wildlife, they go charging around 
the bush and our garden.

“We have had tourists still calling 
their dogs as late as midnight. Their 
dogs just disappear chasing any-
thing that moves.”

Neighbour Colin agreed.
“People in the past were obliging 

and had their dogs on leash but now 
it seems it’s the norm to have them 
off leash,” said Colin, a member of 
Red Rocks Coast Care.

He said his family had observed 
dogs chasing wallabies, including 
into their own property, as well as 
into the water.

“One neighbour had a chicken 
killed by a dog that ran from the 
beach off leash. She caught it on 
camera and was quite distressed,” 
he said, adding shire officers fol-
lowed up the attack.

“It is concerning that people have 
become complacent about keeping 
dogs on leash and following the re-

strictions.”
Colin said the past summer saw 

most dogs off leash and when he ex-
plained the restrictions to dog own-
ers “most people are ok and don’t 
realise”.

“But you could be there all day ex-
plaining it to them.”

Enforcement
Marcus said there were not 

enough shire officers to patrol all 
beaches.

“Unfortunately, it’s almost impos-
sible for local laws officers to catch 
offenders in the act. Hence it’s down 
to those of us who live here.

“Those of us who live here and 
care for our environment are hope-
ful that more regular visits will 
result in tickets being issued to of-

fenders and, eventually, more dog 
owners will get the message and 
comply.”

Cheryl Owens, President of the 
Phillip Island Bass Coast Dog As-
sociation agreed dog owners need 
to comply with regulations and 
stressed the group was committed 
to responsible pet ownership.

“This is not an off-leash dog area 
and dogs should be on lead on this 
beach,” she said.

“More shire enforcement is clear-
ly what is needed in this area.

“We do understand their resourc-
es are stretched in the intensely 
busy January period and so many 
people are in the area that don’t 
know or understand the current re-
strictions.

“An education campaign would be 

of great benefit.”
Shire CEO Ali Wastie said officers 

regularly patrolled beaches and re-
ports of incidents should be made to 
the council as they were occurring.

“We also encourage them, if it is 
safe to do so, to collect as much evi-
dence as possible.

“Taking photographs can help us 
identify the dog and can be used as 
evidence if the matter is prosecut-
ed.”

Offence
Nature Parks ranger in charge 

Ben Thomas said beaches managed 
by Phillip Island Nature Parks were 
divided in to either no dogs any-
time, or on-leash where dogs were 
permitted, with all beach users re-
quired to read the regulations.

He said the vast majority of dog 
owners obeyed the rules, which 
were in place to protect wildlife.

“We’re reminding dog owners 
to have their dogs on leashes and 
maintain a safe distance from na-
tive wildlife,” Ben said.

“Anyone who witnesses native 
wildlife being chased by dogs is 
urged to make a report to Crime 
Stoppers.”

He said under the Wildlife Act, 
allowing a dog to attack or chase 
wildlife was a crime, and subject to 
a fine of up to $4130, with rangers 
regularly patrolling beaches.

If you have information relating 
to dogs chasing or harassing wild-
life, report it to Crime Stoppers 
confidentially on 1800 333 000 or at 
crimestoppers.com.au.

These photos were taken by a Red Rocks resident who said wildlife were attacked by dogs off leash.

Concerns for dog attacks on wildlife
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GOOD NEWS.  
 AUSTRALIA’S  
 ALREADY REDUCED 
EMISSIONS  
BY 20%

Youth advice needed
Applications are now open for people aged 12 

to 25 interested in joining Council’s youth Advi-
sory Council (yAC).

The yAC is an advisory group of young people 
who are connected to bass Coast, who are pas-
sionate about making a difference in the local 
community. It provides a channel for young 
people to communicate directly with council. For 
more visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/yac.

Applications close on Friday, February 25.

Nominate an inspirational teacher
The Commonwealth bank and Schools Plus 

are calling for nominations for teachers or school 
leaders who have been an inspiration through 
challenging times, as part of the 2022 Common-
wealth bank Teaching Awards.

now in its sixth consecutive year, the awards 
introduced a new category for early career teach-
ers added to the existing 12 teaching awards.

The 12 teaching awards, valued at $45,000, go 
towards professional development and a strate-
gic school project.

up to 10 early career teachers will receive a 
prize valued at $10,000 for professional devel-
opment and a unique mentoring program. 

Applications and nominations for the awards 
are open until March 27. Eligible teachers may 
either be nominated by someone or apply per-
sonally.

For information or to nominate visit www.
teachingawards.com.au.

Rent relief for small business
The state government has introduced new 

regulations under the Commercial Tenancy Re-
lief Scheme to support small and family busi-
nesses experiencing financial hardship due to 
the pandemic.

Eligible commercial tenants with an annual 
turnover of $10 million or less who have suffered 
a decline in turnover of at least 30 per cent due 
to COVID-19 will be able to access the scheme. 

The new regulations run until March 15.
Tenants and landlords can contact the VSbC 

for further information on 13 87 22 or visit vsbc.
vic.gov.au.

Community grants
The latest round of the Dysons Community 

Grants will open on March 1.
The program aims to support a range of com-

munity- based organisations at grass roots level 
that have been impacted by the pandemic.

Eligible organisations include schools, sport-
ing clubs, not-for-profit groups, charities, local 
societies and emergency services. The next 
round closes on March 31. Details: dysongroup.
com.au/about/community-grants

Road safety funding
Schools, councils, and not-for-profit organisa-

tions can apply for funding for grassroots road 
safety initiatives to drive down road trauma.

Applications for the Community Road Safety 
Grants Program close on Wednesday, March 9. For 
more information visit www.vicroads.vic.gov.au

Creator grants
The 2022 Creators Fund provides creative pro-

fessionals with financial certainty so they can 
work intensively on a project for a period of up 
to six months.

Grants of between $20,000 and $50,000 are 
available.

Applications close on March 3. For more infor-
mation, visit www.creative.vic.gov.au/creators-
fund.

The Victorian Tourism Awards Gala Cer-
emony was held earlier this month at the 
Melbourne Town Hall, with several local 
attractions and businesses being recog-
nised.

Phillip Island Nature Parks topped the 
local winners list, picking up a gold award 
for the Tourism Innovation and Resilience 
Award – Regional Victoria.

The Nature Parks also received a bronze 
award for ecotourism and in the major at-
traction category.

Genesta House Bed and Breakfast in 
Cowes won bronze in the hosted accom-
modation section.

Silver awards went to the Phillip Island 
and Bass Coast Visitor Information Centre 
for visitor services and to Harmon Wines 
in the Tourism Wineries, Distilleries and 
Breweries category.

Destination Gippsland won gold for its 
All Kinds of Wonderful tourism campaign

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Michael Whelan 
congratulated the “hard-working team” at 
the council’s information centres.

“It’s a fantastic acknowledgement for our 
visitor experience team’s tenacity in an ex-
tremely challenging year, confirming our 
commitment to tourism excellence.

“We’d also like to congratulate all busi-
nesses across Gippsland who won awards 
tonight and in particular to Bass Coast 
businesses Genesta House Bed and Break-
fast and Harman Wines, who won silver, 
and Phillip Island Nature Parks.

“Big thanks to the Victoria Tourism 
Industry Council for recognising these 
amazing businesses and for the wonderful 
night of celebrations,” Cr Whelan said.

“Some of these businesses haven’t had 
too much to celebrate in recent times so 
this was a wonderful opportunity to recog-
nise the incredibly achievements they have 
made despite the challenges.”

The Phillip Island and Bass Coast Visitor Information Centre won silver at the recent Vic-
torian Tourism Awards, one of several local winners.

Local businesses recognised at Tourism Awards

A QUICK ROUNDUP OF NEWS, VIEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

SHORT STACK
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Join our
customer forums
We’re inviting customers to be part of our 
online customer forums to help shape the 
future of your water services and prices. 

Get paid to share your thoughts and influence 
the projects and services we deliver.

Register your interest at 
www.westernportwater.com.au/haveyoursay

1300 720 711
westernportwater.com.au

For a while there, it seemed Mat Bowtell was 
on the cover of every newspaper and his face 
plastered across social media.

In 2018 he was given the Local Hero honour 
by the Australian of the Year Awards, which 
was later followed by the 2019 Pride of Austra-
lia awards, for an act of instinctive bravery.

The Queen even singled him out for a special 
Commonwealth honour, Points of Light, one of 
only two Australians to ever receive it.

Actor and fundraiser Samuel Johnson at one 
point took Mat under his wing to crowdfund 
support.

“It has never been about that (fame). It’s just 
reassurance we’re on the right path and it helps 
in terms of our charity’s credibility,” Mat said.

“That is why I love living on Phillip Island be-
cause I’ve always just been Mat. I like walking 
into the IGA and having a gasbag with the staff. 
My feet are still firmly on the ground.”

The fame, however, has at times paid divi-
dends, helping to boost the bottom line of the 
Free 3D Hands charity; but, he said, generally 
after any TV or media appearance, donations 
come in one big hit then dry up.

While acknowledging the generosity of local 
residents and website donors, Mat said running 
a charity was always a challenge.

Before Covid hit, a large chunk of income 

came from his public speaking appearances 
to the likes of technology and innovation con-
ferences, universities and as a motivational 
speaker, with all speaking fees paid directly to 
the charity for team wages.

His first post-Covid event will be next month 
when he heads to Hamilton Island.

“That revenue stream completely dried up 
during Covid.

“We are very lean in terms of resources. Be-
ing able to run a small charity as lean as pos-
sible is very difficult.

“We have regular donors, even one lady do-
nates $1 a month from somewhere in the world.”

During Covid the team made free face shields 
for health workers, which was supported 
through state government funding.

But now, he said, the focus was on getting 
support from corporate sponsors to create a 
baseline to allow the charity to forecast and 
plan.

Mat said if they can secure a baseline then 
more of his time can be focused on research 
and development rather than fundraising.

Mat grew up on the island and after coming 
dux of Year 12 at Wonthaggi Secondary Col-
lege, he studied engineering at Monash.

In 2004, while studying mechatronics on a 
scholarship in Japan, he tried on a $1 million 
bionic arm, marvelling at the technology but 
despairing at the cost.

After being made redundant from the au-
tomotive industry in 2017, he set up Free 3D 
Hands, living on his redundancy payout.

“When you make a hand for someone, with 
no expectation or reward, and give it to them 
for free, it becomes priceless.”

Details: free3dhands.org/

Plans for social housing on 
two streets in Cowes west are 
a step closer, with funding 
now being sought.

Four other streets previous-
ly earmarked for the project 
have been scrapped.

Bass Coast Shire CEO Ali 
Wastie last week confirmed 
Wyndham Avenue and Roy-
don Road would progress 
to the next stage of social 
housing development, while 
Seascape, Raywood, and 
Highland avenues, as well as 
Anderson Road were no lon-
ger in contention.

Late last year the shire was 
nominated to receive $25 mil-
lion worth of grants under 
the state government’s Big 
Housing Build, one of nine 
local government areas tar-
geted by the government in a 
total $5.3 billion fund.

Under the build, registered 
community housing organ-
isations (CHOs) apply for 
the grants. The land is then 
made available for free or at 
a discount by the shire for the 
homes to be built.

Ms Wastie confirmed the 
CHO Community Housing 
Limited would progress with 
two areas – Wyndham and 
Roydon in Cowes, as well 
Ivor Street, Henry Street 
East, and Henry Street West 

in Wonthaggi North, after 
undertaking due diligence.

“The other sites that were 
investigated in Cowes have 
been deemed not suitable to 
progress any further for the 
provision of social housing,” 
Ms Wastie said.

“The next step in the pro-
cess is for Community Hous-
ing Limited to develop their 
proposals for submission to 
the funding stream.

“If successful they would 
further develop their pro-
posal including consultation 
with council and the local 
community before submit-
ting their proposal to the 
Minister for Energy, Environ-
ment and Climate Change for 
approval.”

Under the grant conditions, 
community consultation 
would be held in March and 
April, construction of homes 
must start by June 2023 and 
be finished by June 2025.

Three councillors voted 
against the project last year 
because, they said, the shire 
had not yet finished creating 
its own affordable housing 
strategy.

Residents
Wyndham Avenue resi-

dents say a “wildlife corri-
dor” and parkland should not 

be destroyed for the social 
housing construction.

The residents said they 
planned to form a committee 
to protest the project, saying 
the section of vegetated va-
cant land in their street was 
used by local residents as 
parkland, as well as by wild-
life.

Eric Williams has lived on 
the street for 27 years and 
said he was surprised to learn 
of the social housing plans 
late last year.

“This land is a wildlife cor-
ridor. The council is quick to 
protect their gazetted corri-
dors yet they’re prepared to 
rip up one like this,” Eric said.

Robert Cooper, who lives 
opposite the land, said the 
trees were home to a variety 
of animals including owls, 
yellow-tailed black cocka-
toos, lorikeets and rosellas, 
while wallabies were also of-
ten spotted.

“Children play there, 
there’s even cubby houses in 
the trees, people walk their 
dogs and go for runs and play 
footy and cricket,” Robert 
said.

“It’s a nature reserve valued 
by both holiday home owners 
and residents. This is a battle 
not just for our street but the 
whole community.”

Social housing 
streets confirmed

These two streets in Cowes have been earmarked for affordable social housing: Wyndham 
Avenue and Roydon Road.

Free 3D hands makes assisted devices for 
people around the world and hopes to get 
support from corporate sponsors. If they can 
secure this, Mat said more of his time can be 
focused on research and development rather 
than fundraising.

Fame, but no fortune

Charity has new 
Newhaven HQ

From page 1
Mitre 10 “magically” secured timber in the 

midst of building material shortages, while 
builder Chris Ross managed to complete the 
build in record time.

AMP Foundation awarded a grant of 
$30,000 for the fit out, with a Launceston in-
ventor bequesting Free 3D Hands the remain-
ing amount.

Archisign produced the signage and de-
signer Mark Underwood revamped their logo 
and branding pro bono.

About two years ago local primary schools 
and the Phillip Island RSL fundraised to buy 
85 solar panels for the Cowes factory, which 
were moved by RACV Solar to the Newhaven 
premises in the last few weeks.

Mat said the solar panels, combined with 
two donated Tesla Powerwalls, meant they 
now produced three times more energy than 
they need, with power fed into the grid com-
ing back to the charity “like a donation, so it 
generates funds”.

The building has been designed to be all-
inclusive with voice-control for lights and the 
40 3D printers.

Mat, who has two children aged 11 and 
nine, is expecting his third child with his wife 
Yuka in June and the building has also been 
fitted out to be baby-friendly.

“We want to create a workplace where 
someone can come back to work from mater-
nity leave without being forced to put their 
baby into childcare.”

Global hub
When the 41-year-old first started Free 3D 

Hands in the Cowes factory the aim was to 
produce as many assistive devices as pos-
sible, making about 10 per day, distributed to 

children and adults around the world unable 
to access or afford them.

While his team still manufactures the 
hands on the 3D printers, with biodegradable 
plastic, Mat said their focus had now shifted 
more to research and development and global 
collaboration.

“Three years ago we saw ourselves as a 
central manufacturing hub to provide de-
vices globally but we soon realised if we did 
that we wouldn’t even scratch the surface,” he 
said, adding the World Health Organization 
estimated the need at up to 60 million people.

“Now we’re focusing on releasing designs to 
allow others to create them.

“At the end of 2020 we released a 100-page 
manual that explains the materials, printers, 
settings and how to replicate everything we do.”

Mat said 4500 individuals and organisa-
tions had now downloaded their designs and 
work with Mat’s team to create their own de-
vices in their country.

So, for example, Free 3D Hands works with 
a Thailand hospital to manufacture prosthet-
ic limbs for a leprosy colony.

“We don’t want to be the only supplier. If 
I’m hit by a bus we want to ensure people 
around the world have access to assistive 
technology.”

In parallel, Mat’s team of two permanent 
staff and regular biomedical and mechatronics 
engineering interns work on research and de-
velopment, particularly focused on their next 
release, a bionic arm, which would normally 
cost about $60,000 but will be made using their 
technology for under $100 in materials.

They are also branching into development 
of devices, such as a spoon stabiliser for peo-
ple with Parkinson’s Disease.

Details: free3dhands.org/
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Award winning photographer

PHONE: 0418 331 162
WEB:  www.passion8.com.au
INVERLOCH

Passion8 Photography by Andrew Harrison, 
2020 Victorian Wedding Photographer of the 
Year R/Up, is a highly qualifi ed and truly pro-
fessional portrait and wedding photographer, 
based in Inverloch South Gippsland.

Having years of valuable experience working 
at various events throughout Australia. 

Andrew established as a Professional Pho-
tographer in 2000.

He has a keen artistic eye and allows your 
story to unfold naturally, letting quiet mo-
ments and connections happen. 

Andrew’s unique photographic style is devel-
oped on the day, capturing the distinct emo-
tion and feeling as they truly happen. 

He and his wife Fiona, also a photographer 
are a fun couple. This shows in the photos 
Andrew takes.

Intimate Seaside Weddings

Nestled on the grounds of the idyllic 
Ventnor Estate on Phillip Island and 
overlooking the Mornington Peninsula, 
Trenavin Chapel is where vows are 
made and dreams really do come true.

• Non denominational
• Supporting LGBT ceremonies

PH: 0403 677 636
EMAIL: marina@trenavinchapel.com
WEB: www.trenavinchapel.com

The Phillip Island Registry Offi ce were honoured 
to be able to give/gift an elopement to Luke and Ke-
turah “The Archibalds” who fi nally got Hitched on 
November 11th after 20 years of Lovin’, two beau-
tiful babes and multiple wedding plans (that were 
thwarted by covid lockdowns). It was an incredible 
afternoon at The Huddle.

Phillip Island Registry Offi ce is open Mon to Fri by 
appointment only.

Flowers by Morrie and Maisie and Photography by 
Claire Davie.

Phillip Island Registry Offi ce, 
delivers registry style weddings 
for the lovers and the groovers 
that just want to do their wed-
ding their way! We will smash 
your ceremony out with class and 
style, so that you can rock on with 
your day!

Getting you 
Married AF 
without 
the Fuss

WEB: www.phillipislandregistryoffi ce.com.au  SOCIALS:  @phillipislandregistryoffi ce
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www.phillipislandfn.com.au OPEN 7 DAYS    
60 Thompson Ave, Cowes  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED
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VIEWS AND LAND

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Contact Agent
2-6 Phillip Street, Ventnor
An extremely rare opportunity awaits, we are 
always asked for a large land holding and water 
views. With two separate homes the possibilities 
are endless, also the potential to create another 
block with its own road frontage STCA. This level 
parcel of land is perfect for the whole family with 
easy access to the Ventnor Beach and a short car 
trip to all Phillip Island has to offer. This property 
fronts onto rural land which only adds to the quiet 
environment, watch the stunning sun sets and let 
the stress of Melbourne wash away.
CALL MICHAEL  M: 0412 712 034

Expressions of Interest
2 The Esplanade, Ventnor
Luxury modern 2 storey, 4 bedroom home with 
magnificent views of Westernport Bay, right on the 
foreshore at the historic Grossard Point, Ventnor.
Modern house with electrical central heating and 
cooling and open gas fire. The upstairs kitchen, liv-
ing, dining opens out to the balcony, sit and watch 
the whales and sunsets, with uninterrupted views. 
Fully equipped modern kitchen with stone bench-
es perfect for entertaining family and friends. 
Downstairs features 3 spacious bedrooms all with 
built in robes, separate living area, bathroom and 
internal access from the garage. When you’ve had 
enough of the beach you can retire to the protect-
ed sun deck off the main living area to take in the 
views. This property will provide the perfect beach 
lifestyle you’ve been looking for.
Inspections Strictly by appointment.
CALL KENDALL 0410 595 130

“Without the use of the 
Advertiser, its creative 

team and clever concepts, 
CarFind would not be top 
of mind when readers are 
searching for a vehicle.”Rick Jenkins, CarFind

What our 
advertisers say

GROW YOUR BUSINESS TODAY!
ads@pisra.com.au  P: 59 523 201

A Cowes resident has accused AusNet 
of leaving the community in the dark, af-
ter failing to repair broken streetlights in 
Thompson Avenue.

Vincent Smith estimates there are ap-
proximately 20 lights blown between the 
Jetty and the Phillip Island RSL and claims 
it has been that way for months.

“I have personally reported to council and 
Ausnet, and three got fixed, but that was 
months ago,” he told the Advertiser.

Mr Smith also claims a light over the pe-
destrian crossing near Woolworths has 
been out for over a year, despite him report-
ing it three times.

However AusNet services said they have 
no record of any outstanding customer re-
ports, but confirmed work was underway to 
repair lights in the main street.

A spokesperson said streetlights are in-

spected along major roads in the area three 
times a year.

“The most recent inspection was complet-
ed in December 2021.

“There were 10 lights out along Thompson 
Avenue, most of which were attended to last 
week and repaired.”

AusNet said further work will be done to 
fix the remaining lights along Thompson 
Avenue, which would require traffic control 
for the safety of the public and work crews.

The work is due to be carried out this 
week.

“Please keep an eye out for traffic control 
and changed traffic conditions while we un-
dertake the repairs,” the spokesperson said.

“If you see any lights out across the island, 
particularly in the residential streets, be 
sure to report them to our faults and emer-
gency crews on 13 17 99.”

On her return to Newhaven 
College Karen Milkins-Hen-
dry has challenged anyone 
who has greeted her with 
“Welcome back Karen”.

“Welcome back suggests I 
am returning to somewhere 
I have already been, but I am 
so different, and the school 
is like a new place, so I see 
this much more as a welcome 
“forward” than a welcome 
back,” Karen said.

“But even though there are 
changes, it definitely is home 
to me. My DNA is in the place.”

Karen is in her first month 
as the newly appointed Direc-
tor of Learning at Newhaven 
College.

She previously worked at 
the school for over 20 years 
beginning as a mathematics 
teacher and holding various 
positions including Head of 
House and Vice Principal. 

In 2013 she left Newhaven 
and initially had a short-
term contract at Independent 
Schools Victoria (ISV) but 
ended up staying for nine 
years.

The last five years she has 
been the Dean of the De-
velopment Centre where 
she worked alongside many 
schools developing their 
professional learning pro-
grams, assisting with school 
improvement, and providing 
leadership training.

Reflecting on her time at 
ISV Karen says, “it was an 
honour and privilege to have 
school senior leadership 
teams share challenges and 
successes, plus the exposure 
to leading local and global 
educators was so exciting 
and inspiring”.

In the role of Director of 
Learning Karen will work 
with teachers to provide the 

best learning opportunities 
for all the students at Ne-
whaven.

Newhaven College Princi-
pal Tony Corr believes Karen 
will make a significant differ-
ence to the learning culture at 
Newhaven.

“Karen is an inspiring and 
passionate educator. To bring 
her in to lead our learning 
programs at Newhaven is a 
huge coup for us.

“Her experience and exper-
tise in the areas of teaching 
and learning pedagogy is im-
pressive and authentic.

“As a school we will only 

benefit from her wisdom and 
knowledge as we continue to 
strive to be the best school we 
can be.”

In addition to the senior 
role of Director of Learning 
Karen will be returning to the 
classroom as a mathematics 
teacher to impart her knowl-
edge.

“Making connections with 
the next generation of learn-
ers, reconnecting with par-
ents who I taught and being 
in the Newhaven College 
classroom striving to make 
a difference feels absolutely 
right for me.”

Principal Tony Corr with Director of Learning Karen 
Milkins-Hendry, who returns to Newhaven College. Karen 
previously worked at the school for over 20 years, leaving in 
2013 to take up a role at Independent Schools Victoria.

Welcome home Karen

AusNet Services said an inspection of streetlights in December found 10 lights out along 
Thompson Avenue. Cowes resident Vincent Smith said the lights have been blown for 
months, despite him reporting them multiple times.

Thompson Avenue street 
lights in the spotlight
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3.15pm Sat 19 Feb

ENTER
ONLINE

STAY UP TO DATE LIKE AND SHARE @basscoastseries

NO ENTRIES ON THE DAY
ENTER ONLINE BY 6PM FRIDAY 18 FEB

550M CHANNEL SWIM + 2KM BRIDGE RUN
GREAT PRIZES NEW TEAM RELAY CATEGORY

N EWS & 
PROGR AM

Aquathon 
and huge 

community 
day
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After a challenging few years due 
to Covid, the San Remo Channel 
Challenge returns this weekend, 
with competitors hitting the water 
at 3.15pm on Saturday, February 19.

This will be the 36th Channel 
Challenge, and the organisers are 
thrilled the event is going ahead, af-
ter having to cancel in 2021.

Event organisers are hoping 
around 500 competitors will take 
part, with Ron Nicholson confident 
the event will attract a stellar field, 
after both the Portsea and Brighton 
swims attracted strong numbers.

He’s urging athletes to jump online 
and complete their registration as 
soon as possible.

“We’re asking everyone to register 
online, as we don’t want people sit-
ting in a room filling out forms on 
the day,” Ron said.

“While Covid protocols aren’t too 
onerous, it does make things slower, 
so registrations must be done online.”

Ron said the committee had done 
a lot of work to have the race permit 
approved by the government, and to 
set up all the required Covid proto-
cols.

There will be Covid marshals on 
site and the race centre will now be 
set up outdoors.

On the day, competitors will be pro-
cessed and collect their race packs at 
the outdoor race centre, which will 
be open from 9am until 2.30pm.

All competitors must be double-
vaccinated and will need to show 
proof of their vaccination status. 
Masks must be worn at the race 
centre.

In another nod to Covid, the waves 
of competitors will be separated at 
the start of the race.

“And we have to keep the com-
petitors and spectators separated at 
three key points: the start, finish and 
transition area,” Ron said.

He is urging competitors to check 
in as early as possible.

“We want people to get in early, as 
it will be a slightly slower process 
this year.

“We can’t afford to have 200 peo-
ple try and come in the last hour. 
Please don’t leave it too late or you 
might miss out.

“If you’re not processed by 2.30pm, 
you won’t get in the race.”

Every competitor will receive a $10 
voucher as part of their race pack, 
that can be redeemed at one of the 
participating San Remo businesses.

The vouchers are a partnership be-
tween Bass Coast Shire Council, the 
Channel Challenge, local businesses 
and are funded by the Latrobe Val-
ley Authority.

Ron said there had been enormous 
support from all sectors – traders, the 
community and competitors – and 
the organisers were very grateful.

Make a day
Ron said competitors and specta-

tors should come along and make a 
day of it on the beautiful San Remo 

foreshore.
As well as the voucher for com-

petitors, which can be spent at a local 
store, Phillip Island and San Remo 
Rotary will be holding a market, with 
all proceeds donated to the Woolamai 
Beach Surf Life Saving Club.

The newly announced Voices for 
Monash candidate, Deb Leonard of 
Cape Woolamai will also have an 
information tent and be available to 
talk to any interested locals.

And of course, there’s the spectacle 
of the race itself to enjoy.

Ron said the day would be a chance 
for many to catch up with old friends 
after the Covid lockdowns, including 
the surf club members who had sev-
eral functions cancelled due to Covid.

“The day will also be an opportu-
nity to honour the memory of legend-
ary organiser Dennis Harris OAM 
who passed away last year.

“He was involved from the start of 

the event in 1986 and worked very 
hard on behalf of the Surf Life Sav-
ing Club,” Ron said.

“We will honour his memory with 
a new trophy which will be awarded 
on the day.”

2022 also marks the third year of 
the Michael Gordan memorial tro-
phy.

The award is in honour of the leg-
endary Age journalist, Michael Gor-
don, who suffered a heart attack 
while competing in the 2018 Cowes 
Classic.

As a young man Michael Gordon 
was the winner of the first San Remo 
Channel Challenge in 1986; and the 
trophy is awarded annually in his 
name to the winner of the Senior 
Open Male Category.

Competition
Despite Covid protocols, there 

will still be plenty of great vantage 

points to view all the action, and 
you can expect to see some fierce 
competition, with old rivalries re-
ignited.

“Dr Luke Plant has already reg-
istered and he has been the local 
winner in the last couple of races,” 
said Ron.

“Mark Rowe is also competing 
and he and Luke have had some 
great contests over the years, so 
I’m sure they will fight it out again.”

Ron said other local competitors 
included Rob Fleisner, who has 
battled it out with Aurel Wachter 
over the last five years, with the 
pair taking out first and second 
place in the Over 50s category.

Brian Dallinger and Geoff Daff 
continue their tradition of compet-
ing in every Channel Challenge 
event, with Geoff flying in from 
Tasmania.

It’s hoped the winner of the 2019 
and 2020 event, Marcel Walking-
ton, will return to defend his title.

This year again features the re-
lay category, which allows teams 
to compete, with one member com-
pleting the swim and the other tak-
ing on the run back over the bridge 
to the finish line.

Introduced for the first time in 
2019, the category attracted 31 
teams and organisers are hoping 
for similar numbers this year.

Through sponsorship the event 
this year will provide a total of 
$3450 in prize money, with 27 cash 
prizes as well as $2000 presented 
in gift vouchers from generous lo-
cal businesses.

The Channel Challenge could 
not continue without the backing 
and support of its major sponsors - 
Bass Coast Shire Council, the San 
Remo Bendigo Community Bank, 
Phillip Island Nature Parks, the 
San Remo Hotel, Phillip Island and 
San Remo Rotary and Westernport 
Water.

Registration and information 
at www.basscoastseries.com.au/
san-remo-channel-challenge

Channel Challenge returns

Long-time supporter of the Channel Challenge, the 
late Dennis Harris (left) with Rob Williams and Ron 
Nicholson (right), will be honoured with a new memo-
rial trophy to be awarded on the day.

The race attracts generations of competitors, with 
many youngsters taking part in the relay category. 
From the 2020 event, (back) Duncan Herbert and Wal-
ter Hiatt with (front) Riley Herbert and Ethan Tilly.
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10.30am Sat 5 March
K I D S ’  A Q U AT H O N

INSHORE SWIM + BEACH RUN FOR 7-14 YEAR OLDS
COWES BEACH, EAST OF THE PIER

ONLINE ENTRIES ONLY.  BY 6PM THE DAY BEFORE

COWES CLASSIC
2.15 pm Sat 5 March

BassCoastSeries.com.au
  STAY UP TO DATE  LIKE AND SHARE @BASSCOASTSERIES

RUN BY VOUNTEER LIFESAVERS AND CLUB MEMBERS TO SUPPORT

Little 
Penguin
Dash
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GOOD LUCK TO ALL  
COMPETITORS FOR THE  

2022 CHANNEL CHALLENGE.
FROM GREG & STAFF  

AT ALEX SCOTT COWES.
113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes 

5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU
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When the Woolamai 
Beach Surf Life Sav-
ing Club ran the first 
Channel Challenge in 
1986 there were only 
57 competitors who 
were willing to brave 
that first crossing from 
the mainland to Ne-
whaven and then back 
over the bridge to the 
San Remo Hotel.

This weekend, com-
petitors line up for 
the 36th event, with 
around 500 people ex-
pected to take part.

The inspiration for 
the challenge came 
from the late Lyall Williams 
from the San Remo Hotel as a 
way to raise funds for the surf 
club. The response from the lo-
cal community was amazing. 

Service organisations, coun-
cil and members of the com-
munity all pitched in to help 
and are still doing it.

The original winner of the 
male section was the late Mi-
chael Gordon (former editor 
and leading political commen-
tator at The Age) while the 
original female winner, Katie 
Peart, was a Woolamai life-
saver who became a journalist 
with the Herald-Sun.

The event quickly caught the 
public’s imagination and has 
grown into a contest that on 
three occasions has featured 
more than six hundred com-
petitors and over five thousand 

spectators lining the jetty, the 
bridge and the foreshore.

Over the years we have seen 
many elite Triathletes, AFL 
footballers, Olympic and Com-
monwealth Games competi-
tors, politicians and of course 
a bevy of local identities enjoy 
their day at San Remo.

In 2010, the Channel Chal-
lenge celebrated its 25th an-
niversary, with over 600 com-
petitors.

Both of the 1986 winners 
were at the event, while two lo-
cals, Brian Dallinger and Geoff 
Daff, completed a clean sweep 
of all 25 events and along with 
Michael Gordon and Katie 
Peart, were presented with 
commemorative medallions.

Over the years there have 
been some serious athletes win 
the Channel Challenge and the 

honour roll includes 
several multiple win-
ners – marathon swim-
mer Jon Van Wisse, 
plus leading Grand 
Prix triathletes Tim 
Bentley, Bryce Quirk, 
Robert Harris and 
most recently Marcel 
Walkington.

In 2006 several 
overseas competitors 
here for the Common-
wealth Games entered 
the Challenge and that 
year New Zealander, 
Kris Gemmel, pre-
vailed over a very hot 
field while the female 

division was won by Scottish 
triathlete, Kerry Lang. 

However there is no doubt 
that the Queen of the Chan-
nel Challenge is Penny Reid 
(nee O’Connell) who won the 
female section of the race four-
teen times. Penny has also won 
the Lorne and Portsea ocean 
swims and has represented 
Australia at the international 
level.

In 2019, for the first time in its 
history the event was cancelled 
due to weather conditions and 
was rescheduled for March.

Despite this hiccup, the re-
scheduled event attracted 
453 competitors, including 62 
people who were part of the 31 
relay teams who completed the 
race.

Last year, the event was can-
celled due to Covid.

History of the Challenge

At the 2003 event winner Bryce Quirk (centre), flanked by second place getter Craig  
McKenzie and the 2002 winner Rob Harris, who finished third.

Winner of the 1989 Channel Challenge, 
Graeme Armstrong of Box Hill North runs 
under the banner, cheered on by the crowd.

The Channel Challenge quickly grew in popu-
larity, with a large crowd gathered on the 
shore and wharf to watch the 1989 event.

In 2010 at the 25th Anniversary event, Ron 
Nicholson, one of the organisers of the annual 
San Remo Channel Challenge, congratulates 
Holly Aitken, winner of the Open Women’s 
section of the event in a time of 12.18. Holly 
was placed ninth in the event overall.

At the 2010 event, the late Michael Gordon (left) the inaugural winner of the San Remo Chan-
nel Challenge in 1986, with the late Dennis Harris, and locals Geoff Daff and Brian Dallinger, 
who are the only two people to have competed in every Channel Challenge event staged.
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8.30am Market Opens – Arts, Craft s & General: 0418 325055

8.45am Animal Nursery – Rain, Hayne & Shine.

9.00am Race Centre Opens – San Remo Hotel

10.00am  Voices for Monash – Information booth.
 Children’s face painting.

1.00pm V4M Independent Candidate, Deb Leonard, in att endance.

2.30pm Race Centre Closes

3.00pm Competi tors Race Briefi ng at Start

3.15PM 36TH CHANNEL CHALLENGE STARTS

4.00pm Music at San Remo Hotel – the Southern Brothers

5.00pm Channel Challenge Presentati ons on Stage
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CHANNEL CHALLENGE
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

2022

59 522 889  |  islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

Congratulations  
to all  

Channel  
Challenge  

participants! 
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OPEN HOURS:
Mon – Fri 8.30am – 6pm

Sat 8.30am –1pm; Sun 9am –1pm

Shop 2, 164 Thompson Ave, Cowes
next to Cowes Medical Centre

Phone: 5952 2299

Best of luck
to all those 

involved in the
2022 Channel 

Challenge
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The annual San Remo 
Channel Challenge is on this 
Saturday, February 19 with 
organisers looking forward 
to a bumper crowd and hop-
ing for over 500 entries.

The race involves a 550-me-
tre swim across the eastern 
channel from San Remo to 
Newhaven, and a two-kilo-
metre run back across the 
bridge to the finish line at the 
foreshore carpark.

The event is a major fun-
draiser for the Woolamai 
Beach Surf Life Saving 
Club, a highlight on the San 
Remo calendar, and a major 
drawcard for visitors to the 
area. 

Start times
Starting time this year 

is 3.15pm, with the event’s 
electronic timing system en-
abling competitors to receive 
split times for both the swim-
ming and running legs of the 
race.

Competitors must register 
online and are being urged 
on the day to pick up their 
race packs from the race cen-
tre as early as possible.

This year the event has 
committed to eliminating all 
single use plastics. Competi-
tors will be able to fill recy-
clable cups from the Western-
port Water Hydration trailer, 
but can also bring their own 

water bottles to line up at the 
finish line.

Traffic conditions
The running of the 2km 

race causes changed traffic 
conditions across the bridge 
for a short period of time. 

Members of the local SES, 
Police and a traffic manage-
ment team will be on hand to 
direct the flow of traffic across 
the bridge with only one lane 
operating while the race is on 
(approximately 3pm – 4pm).

As part of the traffic man-
agement and safety mea-
sures, Marine Parade will be 
closed between Bergin Grove 
and Woolamai Grove from 
1pm until 4.30pm.

Bergin Grove will be closed 
between Mary Grove and Ma-
rine Parade from 2.30pm until 
4.30pm. Council has advised 
that parking restrictions will 
apply in Bergin Grove.

Commuters can expect 
some traffic delays while the 
event is in progress.

Challenge and traffic

Only one lane will operate on the bridge while the race is on 
(approximately 3pm – 4pm). From the 2019 event, winner of 
the Senior local male category Walter Hiatt runs back over 
the bridge.

The winner of the 2019 San Remo Channel Challenge Marcel Walkington, with second and 
third place getters Nathan Buschkuehl and James Folvig, and the Senior female winner of 
the event Tamsyn Moana Veale. Marcel won the event again in 2020.

The Channel Challenge returns on February 19, after last year’s event was cancelled due 
to Covid. It’s expected around 500 competitors will register for the race, similar to 2020 
numbers – pictured here at the race start.
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Refrigerant Trade Auth No: AU 51426 - PI 48651

Service Agent for Daikin & All Major Brands • Commercial & Domestic Refrigeration & Air Conditioning
Licensed Split System Installer • Sales, Installation and Service of ALL  Major Brands
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Rick North  Phone: 5678 5190
Servicing Phillip Island & Surrounding Areas  Factory 1, 60 Genista St, San Remo

Wishes competitiors and organisers a successfulWishes competitiors and organisers a successful
20222022  Channel ChallengeChannel Challenge

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication 
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication  

Guillotine and folding • Gal Lintels/Retaining wall posts  
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER
14-16 The Concourse, Cowes   Phone 5952 1432

Email: sales@islandsteel.com.au
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The Rotary Club of Phillip Island and San 
Remo is pleased to be back running the San 
Remo Channel Challenge Market for Woola-
mai Beach Surf Life Saving Club on Saturday, 
February 19.

The market is always a favourite with fami-
lies where mum and dad can sit and have a 
coffee with the kids happily entertained by the 
nursery animal farm.

This year stall holders include many new 
contenders such as Leadlight Garden Art and 

Laurie’s Fresh Berries.
The market starts around 8.30am and will 

run until the Channel Challenge event is over 
around 4pm and is the perfect day out for fami-
lies and anyone wanting to support the local 
community.

After last year’s event was cancelled due to 
Covid, Rotary is looking forward to again being 
part of this great community event.

All proceed from the market are donated to 
Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club.

This year, the San Remo Channel Challenge 
is the first leg of the Bass Coast Series.

The series has been trimmed to two events, the 
Channel Challenge and the Cowes Classic, after 
the Cape Aquathon was cancelled due to Covid.

The Cowes Classic, originally scheduled 
to run on February 5, will now take place on 
March 5, starting at 2pm, and will be the final 
event of the series.

The Little Penguin Dash, for competitors 
aged seven to 14 will also be held on March 5, 
starting at 10.30am.

Organisers were relieved and pleased with 
their decision to move from the original date, 
due to concerns around Covid.

On February 5, the event’s timing coordinator 
was in isolation, having contracted Covid.

“The event couldn’t run without him,” organ-
iser Ron Nicholson said.

Registrations are now open for the Cowes 
Classic and the Little Penguin Dash and com-
petitors are urged to sign up online.

Despite the Bass Coast Series being scaled 
back to two events, the prize money for the 16 
categories remains the same, which will be wel-
come news to competitors.

Prizes for the series will be handed out at the 
presentations at the Cowes Classic.

For information on the Cowes Classic and to 
register: www.basscoastseries.com.au/cowes-
classic

Information and registration for the Little 
Penguin Dash: www.basscoastseries.com.au/
little-penguin-dash

The Rotary Club of Phillip Island and San Remo will be running the San Remo Channel 
Challenge Market on February 19, with all proceeds from the market going to the Woola-
mai Beach Surf Life Saving Club.

Rotary return to the Challenge

Challenge first leg of the series

Competitors at the start of the 2020 Cowes Classic, with reigning Superbike World Cham-
pion Jonathon Rea firing the starter’s gun.

The Little Penguin Dash returns for seven- to 14-year-olds. Pictured are competitors from 
2019 Oscar Tuchtan, and Finn and Archie Cameron who were first and second over the line 
in the age category of their race.
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Scotland has its monster, the Himala-
yas a yeti, and now Grantville may have 
a big cat.

A Grantville resident, who asked to 
remain anonymous, said about 11am on 
January 26 she was mowing a track on a 
small hobby farm when she came across 
a mysterious “big cat” about 20 metres in 
front of her.

“I stopped immediately and sat in awe 
watching it. It was very beautiful and I 
wanted to take in every single part of it,” 
she said, but admits she did not have time 
to get a photo.

“It was far too big for a feral cat. It 
would have been about two metres long 
from nose to tail, with the body about one 
metre and the tail the same. It was a uni-
form deep unusual grey colour, a bit like 
char grey but with fawn in it.”

The track was four to fi ve metres wide 
and the cat covered half of it, she added.

“It was longer than a normal dog. The 
animal was not shiny, and its hair was 
short. Its tail was straight out and down a 
fraction and curled on the end.”

Resident Meryl Tobin said there had 
previously been reports of big cats in the 
area, including in the 1990s when about 
fi ve sheep were killed, their chest cavity 
opened and internal organs eaten.

“In 2012 a local driver saw a big black 
panther bounding across the road and up 
an embankment into bush maybe several 
hundred metres from this year’s January 
26 sighting,” she said.

A 2012 Victorian Government study 
found no evidence of big cats living in 
regional areas but the Australian Rare 
Fauna Research Association said reports 
of big cat sightings came from around 
Australia including South Gippsland.

A Mallacoota student whose family lost 
their home in the devastating 2019/20 bush-
fi res has been given the chance to meet and 
offi cially name Phillip Island Nature Parks’ 
newest koala joey.

The Nature Parks invited Mallacoota P12 Col-
lege students to come up with a name for the fe-
male joey and the winning class called her MISO 
– which stands for ‘Mallacoota Inlet Survivor 
Otways’ in recognition of the joey’s parents.

Last week, Mallacoota P12 College student 
Chloe, 8, who came up with the name with 
her classmates, visited the Nature Parks for a 
behind the scenes tour and special meet and 
greet with MISO.

MISO’s dad Roger came to the Nature Parks 
early in 2020 to be cared for by rangers af-
ter being badly injured in the Black Summer 
bushfi res, while mum Ottie was translocated 

from the Otway Ranges in 2015 as an orphan 
after the death of her mum.

Nature Parks Conservation Manager, Jes-
sica McKelson, said MISO was now around 
12 months old and thriving, along with her 
parents, in their new environment.

“Out of the devastation of the fi res, it’s won-
derful for us to see new life. Naming the joey 
is a big step forward for the recovery of the 
koalas who were impacted by the catastroph-
ic and unforgettable fi res,” Ms McKelson said.

“We asked Mallacoota P12 College students 
to help us fi nd a name for Roger’s baby joey 
given his connection to the area – and we 
think MISO is just the perfect name for her.”

“I am excited to meet MISO because she will 
be so cute and it’s nice her koala dad is ok 
after the fi res,” Chloe said.

“It’s going to be so humbling to meet little 

MISO and knowing her father is doing okay 
after the fi res is just wonderful too. We can’t 
wait. Something beautiful to come out of 
something so devastating,” Chloe’s mum Tes-
sa Hurst said.

Roger, Ottie and MISO live in a semi-wild 
enclosure at the Koala Conservation Centre 
where visitors are invited to come and see the 
little family – from a distance, as they can 
usually be found high up in the trees.

The special purpose enclosure was built 
with funding from WWF Australia following 
the bushfi res, to provide a natural environ-
ment for severely injured koalas to recover be-
fore the last step of their release into the wild.

The Nature Parks worked in partnership 
with Zoos Victoria on the recovery and reha-
bilitation of koalas injured in the bushfi res, 
including Roger.

Jaguar, 
puma or 
a fat cat?

MISO and mum Ottie, along with dad Roger, 
live in a semi-wild enclosure at the Koala 
Conservation Centre and they can usually 
be found high up in the trees.

Naming Day for special koala joey
Tessa Hurst from Mallacoota, with her son Liam (10) and Chloe (8) with Jessica McKelson, 
Phillip Island Nature Parks Conservation Manager. Chloe and her fellow students came up 
with the name MISO for the baby koala, whose father Roger has been rehabilitated on Phil-
lip Island after the 2019/20 bushfi res.
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Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

WONTHAGGI 
UNION COMMUNITY 

ARTS CENTRE

96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
find us on Facebook 
www.wonthaggiartscentre.com.au
phone: 03 5671 2470

What’s On This Week?

COMING SOON
Cinema

Live Shows

THEATRE
Mother & Son

Fri 18 Mar 
7.30pm

House of Gucci [MA15+]
The King's Man [MA15+]

King Richard [M] 
Spencer [M] 

Best Sellers [M] 
Belfast [M] 

Death on the Nile [M] 
C'mon C'mon [M] 

Cyrano [M]

Wednesdays
Feb 16 - Apr 6

The King’s Man [MA15+] 2h11m 
West Side Story [M] 2h36m OCAP
House of Gucci [MA15+] 2h48m
King Richard [M] 2h24m

10.00am
12.40pm
3.45pm
9.00pm

Wed 16 Feb

Sun 20 Feb
Bass Coast Fine Film Group 
10.45am
1.00pm
Undine 
[M] 1h30m [German] 

MUSIC
Prom Recitals
The Salon 
Project
Sun 13 Mar 
2.30pm

FEB 15

MUSIC & DANCE
A Taste of Ireland

Sun 10 Apr
7.30pm

Melaleuca Lodge Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES (off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday
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Open 10-12 every Saturday
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THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news

The San Remo/Newhaven Lions Club 
need a volunteer to assist at an upcoming 
Bunnings barbeque at Wonthaggi this Sat-
urday, February 19.

Someone able to help with either the 
morning or afternoon shift (8am to 12pm or 
12pm to 4pm) would be an enormous help to 
the dedicated group of club volunteers.

With all proceeds from the day going to 
Kids Cancer Research, it is a perfect opportu-
nity to put some time towards a great cause.

If you would like to turn a few sausages, 
meet the club members and generally put 
your weight behind this worthwhile proj-
ect please call Michael on 0432 115 334 to 
get more information. Transport can be ar-
ranged if required.

The Phillip Island Movie Club (PIMC) returns 
on Sunday, February 27, with a screening of the 
New Zealand film “Cousins”.

The movie will be screened at the Penguin 
Parade cinema and the doors will open at 4pm.

The film will start at 4.30pm and there will be 
drinks provided by the PIMC after the film, and 
the club hopes everyone will stay and mingle 
with friends after the film.

Cousins (2020), is a New Zealand drama which 
runs for 98 mins and is rated M. The film follows 
three cousins, three lives, separate yet bound to-
gether forever. The film is beautifully told and 
will remain with you long after the film ends.

Entrance is by membership only and proof 
of double vaccination is required. At this stage 
masks still have to be worn in the building.

Any queries can be made 0428693882 or 
email phillipislandmovieclub@gmail.com.

The last Phillip Island Jazz Club function at 
the Ramada Resort will be held on February 
20, after 13 plus years of happy times.

The club is presenting Sarah Maclaine at 
the outdoor section of the Ramada’s Flame-
tree Restaurant, in what promises to be a fan-
tastic afternoon of entertainment.

The glamorous and talented Sarah Maclaine 
is in demand for appearances at festivals and 
corporate events both local and interstate.

Her backing group is led by two well-known 
musos to Phillip Island audiences namely 
Todd Sidney on keyboards and Ron Ander-

son on sax and flute. They will be joined by 
Ivan Rosa on bass and Lachlan Wallace on 
drums.

Tickets are $40 a head for lunch and show. 
Lunch will be served between 1pm and 2pm 
and includes a complimentary glass of either 
beer, wine or soft drink.

Please contact Robin on 0432 814 407 or Jill 
on 0417 416 300 by February 17 if you will be at-
tending. Payments are to be made in advance.

The Phillip Island Jazz Club will move to a 
new venue in March and details will be re-
vealed shortly.

Local kids can enjoy a fantastic afternoon 
of live music, when The Push All-Ages tour 
comes to Wonthaggi this weekend.

Singer songwriters Sycco and Alice Skye 
will headline the show on February 20, with 
local artists Maddy May and Professional 
Moose getting the party started.

San Remo’s Maddy May is kicking off 
the show with her delicate indie folk songs. 
Things are sure to get a little rowdier when 
Professional Moose, “two 15-year-old, text-
book slammin’ punk rockers” from Wont-
haggi take to the stage.

Tickets are already on sale through Moshtix, 
and music fans from Phillip Island can also 
book a return bus ticket to the event. The 
bus leaves from the Cowes Transit Centre, 
stopping at Smiths Beach, Sunderland Bay, 
Surf Beach, Cape Woolamai, Newhaven, San 
Remo, Anderson, Kilcunda and Dalyston.

The show is part of a state-wide tour organ-
ised by The Push, bringing music back to 18 
regional and suburban locations.

“After a devastating 18 months for both 
young people and the contemporary live mu-
sic sector, The Push is excited to have this op-
portunity to bring Australia’s best artists to 
regional and outer-suburban Victoria,” said 
The Push CEO Kate Duncan.

“We’re supporting a stack of incredible art-
ists to get back on the road and into local ven-
ues – generating important employment op-
portunities in areas that have lacked cultural 
tourism throughout the pandemic, and reju-
venating the all-ages live music scene across 
the state.”

Supported by the Victorian Government, 
each of the 18 events are being staged by 
teams of local young people, as a part of the 

Victorian Government FReeZA program – a 
youth development initiative that provides 
young people with industry skills and expe-
riences in staging events in their local com-
munities.

Other events of the 2022 All-Ages Tour in-
clude Alex Lahey, Alice Skye, Allday, The 
Chats, Dallas Woods, JK-47, Kaiit, KIAN, 
Mallrat, MLBRN, Ninajirachi, The Smith 
Street Band, Sycco, Teenage Joans and Thel-
ma Plum.

Tickets to the Wonthaggi show on sale 

now through Moshtix: https://moshtix.com.
au/v2/event/the-push-all-ages-tour-sycco-
alice-skye-professional-moose-maddy-may-
wont/130673

Doors open: 1.30pm
2pm Maddy May
3pm Professional Moose
4pm Alice Skye
5pm Sycco
Doors close: 6.30pm.
Visit thepush.com.au for more information.

Can you lend a 
helping hand?

Movie Club returns

The Phillip Island Movie Club (PIMC) returns 
on Sunday, February 27, with a screening of 
the New Zealand film “Cousins” at the Pen-
guin Parade Cinema. Doors open at 4pm.

Singer songwriter Sycco (pictured) along with Alice Skye and local artists Maddy May and 
Professional Moose are performing at The Push All-Ages show at the YES Youth Hub in 
Wonthaggi on February 20. Photo: Madeline-Randall.

Push it! All-Ages tour hits Wonthaggi

The Phillip Island Jazz Club presents Sarah Maclaine at the outdoor section of the Ramada’s Flame-
tree Restaurant on February 20, in what promises to be a fantastic afternoon of entertainment.

Sarah Maclaine and friends 
return to the island
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D I R E C T O R Y

Support the businesses at the  of our community

Open 4pm-7.30pm   Closed Tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  

LK
00

39
3A

A

F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

LK
00

41
5A

A

B E A U T Y

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Alicia Miran-Khan  0407 056 526

Yphillip islandc
INTERIORS
 @phillipislandinteriors

H O M E

Interior Design  
& Decoration

Homewares & Gift
Shop 6, 34 Thompson Ave Cowes

btdesign.com.au

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

F O O D  &  D R I N K

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

R E A L  E S T A T E

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

List your business here for only

$17.50 per week
ads@pisra.com.au

Local musician Robin Lowe is 
hoping to incorporate local love 
stories into his latest video.

Robin has just released his third 
single, “You’re with me now”, 
which was recorded at a new stu-
dio on Phillip Island.

He’s hoping to use images of 
local couples in the video for the 
new single.

“I’m seeking people from all 
walks of life that have had, or are 
in long term relationships, to pro-
vide an image of them and their 
partner,” Robin explained.

“One image from when they fi rst 

met and another some years later 
than the fi rst.”

“There may also be potential to 
utilise short fi ve second videos.

“There’s no payment available, 
just the opportunity to be in a mu-
sic video that will be available to 
stream online via Youtube.”

“You’re with me now” is avail-
able now on streaming plat-
forms such as Spotify and on 
YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Qm1_2dM49x0

If you’d like to be part of this lo-
cal love project, send your images 
direct to Robin via Facebook Mes-
senger @ Robin Lowe ‘Music’.

There are smiles and 
laughter when a spe-
cial staff member at 
Phillip Island Choco-
late Factory serves 
customers in the busy 
attraction’s café.
The Chocolate Fac-
tory’s resident robot 
glided out to serve up 
sweet treats to Emily, 
Cathy and George 
Nassios who were vis-
iting from Clifton Hill 
last week, with help 
from staff member 
Rowena Stedman.

Share your love story

Very smooth service
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Lifelong island resident John 
Dixon told his family at Christmas, 
when asked to name the highlight of 
2021 for him, that it was waking up 
each morning on Phillip Island.

John Warley Dixon was born in 
1938, the third son of Rex and Mol-
lie Dixon of Ventnor, arriving short-
ly after his twin brother Laurie.

The pair were the first set of 
twins to be born at Warley Hospi-
tal, which was donated to the Phillip 
Island community in 1923 by their 
grandfather W E Thompson, after 
whom Thompson Avenue in Cowes 
is named, in recognition of his gen-
erosity to the island community in 
its early years.

John attended the Ventnor state 
school, where from all accounts, 
playing cricket and footy at lunch-
time trounced academia as far as 
his priority, and were the highlights 
of his school life.

From an early age, John and his 
twin Laurie had a passion for the 
great outdoors, and hunting and 
trapping in particular.

There was no shortage of rabbits 
and foxes to trap, nor the odd mut-
tonbird to catch, when it was still 
legal to take them.

Playing most of the team sports on 
offer within the community in those 
days, and growing up as one of five 
brothers, provided an idyllic child-
hood on the family farm at Ventnor, 
and fostered John’s lifelong love for 
and attachment to Phillip Island.

While boarding school was on 
the agenda for the twins when they 
reached their secondary years, to 
follow in their older brother Don-
ald’s footsteps, their parents took 
their ultimatum seriously when 
they refused point blank to go; as-
suring them that if forced to leave 
the island, they would be arriving 
home the following day.

They attended Wonthaggi sec-
ondary school instead, where John 
was made a prefect.

Farm life
After leaving school, John went 

to work clearing a newly acquired 
240-acre bush block adjacent to the 
family farm, using cross cut saws 
and mechanical tree pullers.

The land was farmed by his older 
brother Donald, and they were to 
remain neighbours for the whole of 
their lives, Donald and John pass-
ing away within a few weeks of one 
another.

In those days, the old Phillip Is-

land swing bridge was not able 
to support heavy machinery, and 
opportunities were limited for lo-
cal farmers to employ mechanical 
means to develop the land.

And so under the direction of their 
father Rex, John and Laurie learnt 
at a young age the value of hard 
work and long days … contracting 
labour to various farms around the 
island, building stock yards, fenc-
ing, hay carting, and harvesting 
chicory.

It was all hard work.
A workshop was established on 

the property, jokingly described 
today as the most comprehensive 
and over capitalised farm shed the 
island has ever seen.

It was always an important place 
for John and Laurie, and friends 
were always welcome there.

Their skill with welders, grind-
ers, drills and farming implements 
meant they could repair anything 
and make all sorts of nifty contrap-
tions, and they often assisted their 
neighbours with their endeavours 
in this field.

(In their latter years, as many 
cups of tea were poured as repairs 
done, in what is now affectionately 
referred to as the local men’s shed.)

The twins, inseparable over their 
lifetime, then embarked together on 
shearing sheep for various proper-
ties around the island.

Together with neighbours and 
friends Alan and Robert Cleeland, 
they notched up the shearing of 
40,000 sheep annually in the local 
district; and also travelled to West-
ern Australia and New Zealand 
shearing.

John’s passion ultimately lay in 
the livestock industry, however, and 
he farmed sheep and cattle, breed-
ing second cross prime lambs, and 
later limousine calves, and fatten-
ing Angus steers.

He took great pride in attending 
the saleyards each year as the Otira 
livestock was sold and was quietly 
satisfied producing quality animals 
that regularly topped the market.

During the depths of winter, nei-
ther rain nor south westerly winds 
deterred John from his daily rounds, 
and what was a difficult job.

Pulling lambs, rescuing orphans 
from the paddock to be bottled 
reared, were a seasonal chore.

The hay season was arduous work 
in those days.

It was a labour-intensive task that 
had to be done, without the machin-

ery and equipment taken for grant-
ed today, by a generation where 
manual work was considered nor-
mal, and who did not stop until the 
job was done.

Sporting achievements
It was not all work and no play 

however, and a rich sporting and so-
cial life was enjoyed within the wid-
er island community in those days.

John played the cornet in the Phil-
lip Island Brass Band in his early 
20s for 10 years. 

The band was in great demand 
playing at community gatherings, 
Anzac Day services, Warley hospi-
tal birthdays and at the many guest 
houses in Cowes over the tourist 
season.

And sport was a huge part of his 
life, with his four brothers and par-
ents all associated with numerous 
island teams and clubs.

He played cricket for Ventnor and 
the Phillip Island Cricket club from 
1958 for 20 years, as an opening 

batsmen known for his concentra-
tion and for taking few chances.

His highest score was 146 not out 
in a grand final against Kilcunda 
Bass.

John was a member of eight A 
grade island cricket premierships in 
11 years … no mean feat … and reg-
ularly played in a  South Gippsland 
regional team at Country Week in 
Melbourne.

Football was another great pas-
sion.

The five Dixon brothers accumu-
lated a massive 700 games combined 
playing for the Phillip Island Foot-
ball Club throughout the sixties.

He caught the eye of League 
scouts, in fact, and was invited to 
train with Footscray under the late 
Ted Whitten.

He played in some practice match-
es with Footscray in 1958; but his 
love for the island and the tyranny 
of distance meant that it was im-
practical to consider a football ca-
reer away.

In all he played 175 games for Phil-
lip Island, and was a member of the 
1962 and 1964 premiership teams.

Unfortunately his football career 
was stopped short following a clash 
on the field which resulted in a spi-
nal injury that would stay with him 
for life.

In recent years he was accorded 
the honour by the Phillip Island 
Footy Club of being named in its 
best ever Team of the Century.

John’s enthusiasm for island foot-
ball continued all his life. In 1990 
when Philip Island won the Alber-
ton League Premiership, he pulled 
out his trumpet after every goal and 
played “It’s a Grand Old Flag” the 
island’s theme song.

And he was barracking on the 
sidelines in the Club’s most recent 
grand final premiership victories in 
2018 and 2019.

Family man
John met his wife Robyn at the 

Isle of Wight in 1973.
From New Zealand, she was on a 

world trip, and a lengthy correspon-
dence was entered into.

They married in 1976 and had two 
sons, Scott and Barclay.

He was a very proud father who 
encouraged his sons in farming and 
sport, giving praise and encourage-
ment in the subtle and gentle way 
that was his hallmark.

And he was delighted, when the 
time came, to welcome their part-
ners Liz and Sophie into the family.

In his later years he found great 
joy and fulfillment in the time he 
spent with his grandchildren, An-
nabella, Hamish, Hunter, Camilla 
and Henry.

He had a unique relationship with 
each child and they loved him dearly.

John cherished his family and 
friends, and valued people from all 
walks of life and all age groups.

He had an unwavering ability to 
give people time, and to listen. A 
genuine sense of warmth and en-
gagement was always evident.

The term, one of nature’s gentle-
men, fitted well.

John died after a short illness 
post new year, and was farewelled 
by many hundreds in early January, 
from the Uniting Church in Cowes, 
for burial at the Phillip Island cem-
etery.

John will be sorely missed by his 
family and the many friends that he 
made over a lifetime lived on Phillip 
Island.

John Dixon was farewelled by many hundreds in early January, from the 
Uniting Church in Cowes. He will be sorely missed by his family and the 
many friends that he made over a lifetime lived on Phillip Island.

Vale John Dixon: 1938-2022

San Remo development 
questions

VCAT Planning for the future ar-
ticle (Advertiser, February 9) is very 
interesting, but residents of San 
Remo who successively took the 
proposed “Keams” Development to 
VCAT now ask the question – what 
happens when Bass Coast Shire 
Council ignores the VCAT decision 
and allows a developer to break or 
ignore the VCAT decision?

The Council approved the devel-
opment and issued titles without 
ensuring this development met the 
decisions made by VCAT. 

The result is a development with 
numerous issues including devel-
opers attempting to build five units 
where it should be one building, and 
neighbouring premises to the Estate 
being flooded with damage to their 
property.

In addition under the VCAT deci-
sion it’s the Council’s responsibility 
to look after the “green wedge area”. 

The San Remo community has the 
worst possible protected vegetation 
area that any council would allow to 
occur.

Despite numerous complaints 

nothing happens and the whole San 
Remo community has to put up with 
this. 

Local councillors have not been 
able to change this situation and one 
has to question whether this council 
should continue to be responsible for 
Phillip Island, San Remo and Wa-
terline area or whether it should be 
a free-standing council in its own 
right.

The skatepark fiasco showed how 
out of touch the councillors and 
council are with this community and 
it’s time for change.

Federal and state elections are be-
ing held this year but after that the 
focus needs to be on Local Govern-
ment and Bass Coast’s council is reg-
ularly very lowly rated by the rate-
payers, businesses and residents.

Local Government is responsible 
to the state government so this year’s 
state election will in many ways de-
cide the direction that will occur in 
areas like Bass Coast.

The news today on enquiry into ac-
tions of the current state government 
when first elected shows that this is 
going to be a very unusual year po-
litically.

Chris Day, San Remo

Blast for Bauer on  
dog reg changes

Cr Bauer, after reading the article in 
last week’s paper (Advertiser, Febru-
ary9) I just wanted to congratulate you 
on the ability to ruin Phillip Island.

You obviously have no history in 
or respect for this wonderful place.

Dogs given more rights than peo-
ple and wildlife. Arrogant dog own-
ers that hurl abuse at people for ask-
ing them to follow the rules. Dogs 
that run and jump on you.

Your ad says you are here to help. 
Typical politician promises. Some-
one who only helps himself and his 
own interests. 

These rules need to be more bal-
anced, not one sided. And simple to 
follow. 

Respectfully you do not deserve 
any praise for destroying what is a 
beautiful place.

Lyn Nieboer, Cowes

Red Bin saga continues
Island Voice has recently received 

numerous texts and emails re the re-
quest for three extra red bin collec-
tions from late December 22 to the 
end of January 23.

Island Voice strongly supports a 
review of Council’s decision made 
late last year not to implement ex-
tra collections. Whilst the Council 
schedule may suit large parts of the 
shire, it simply does not work for the 
areas that attract significant tour-
ism.

We note, and appreciate, that 
Council has improved the numbers 
of public rubbish bins placed around 
Cowes. But! this has not improved 
the overall situation for short-term 
accommodation users and other hol-
iday makers.

Council has tried to ‘educate’ the 
public to improve the situation, and 
whilst the permanent residents un-
derstand the system, holiday makers 
neither expect or want to be educat-
ed about rubbish. They just expect 
the system to work!

The current system has not worked 
over peak tourist periods since it was 
implemented.

The financial reasons given for not 
providing three extra collections last 
year were simply nonsensical. The 
community needs the whole rubbish 
collection contract to be transpar-
ent and accountable, including any 
review.

If we have a review soon, there is 
ample time to implement changes 
before the next tourist peak occurs 
at Easter. As for educating the com-
munity we would recommend a 
sprinkling of compliance be part of 
the review.

Solving the red bin problem re-
quires open and inclusive discus-
sion, otherwise the red bin saga will 
continue to drag on as it has for the 
past six years!

Peter Paul, President – Island 
Voice

Monash deserves better
Monash’s Federal Liberal MP Rus-

sell Broadbent said in the Lower 
House on Monday that he was still 
unvaccinated, had caught Covid 
and taken ivermectin, a veterinary 
medicine used to treat parasites in 
animals and spruiked by George 
Christensen.

He was also seen unmasked last 
week in the House in breach of 
Standing Orders that masks are 
mandatory, coughing audibly whilst 
another MP made a speech.

Surely it’s time for voters in 
Monash to be better represented.

Louise Gillin, Ventnor

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au
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Newhaven College held a special Se-
nior School assembly last week to for-
mally induct the 2022 Year 12 Cabinet 
and to celebrate the 2021 VCE results.

This year’s College Captains Laura 
Vivian, Orlando Kane-Gillard, Coco 
Hosken and Jack Papas were present-
ed their captains badges by principal 
Tony Corr and Chairman of the Board 
Mr David Jobe.

The 2022 Year 12 Cabinet:
Sport: Poppy Marshall and Tully 

Dickie
Public Speaking: Abigail McCulloch

Drama: Michael Furniss and Chel-
sea Webber

Music: Liam McDonald and Sam 
Robson

Events: Madison Grand-Court and 
Max Tomasi

Environment: Genevieve McEntee 
and Rosa Green

Wellbeing: Steffi Dixon and Jordane 
Dobson

Surfing: Darcy Hilford
Equestrian: Zoe Reiter
Social Justice: Jordane Dobson
Academic: Madison Grand-Court
Visual Arts: Genevieve McEntee

Bass House: Matthew Nicholson, 
Jasmine Sullivan, Lara Standish and 
Hunter Tiziani

Clarke House: Nicholas Thomas, 
Jaimee Amato, Steffi Dixon and Sei-
sha Bar Bar

Sambell House: Ruby McGillivray, 
Jana McKay, Lucy Norton and Elle 
Douglas

McHaffie House: Sophie Gysberts, 
Sasha Allen, Riley Sydenham and Ja-
rah White

College Captains: Laura Vivian, Or-
lando Kane-Gillard, Coco Hosken and 
Jack Papas

A young Phillip Island resident is 
hoping the community can get behind 
her quest to raise money for the Make-
A-Wish foundation, and potentially 
start a modelling career.

Britney-Yvette Chiyoko has been se-
lected as the San Remo representative 
in the Miss Galaxy Australia – one of 
30 finalists in the 2022 event.

When Britney-Yvette moved to Phil-
lip Island from Zimbabwe last year, 
the biggest culture shock came with 
the weather.

“It changes two to three times a day,” 
the 20-year-old laughed.

“I’m still adapting but otherwise 
Phillip Island is similar to home (Vic-
toria Falls). Both are tourist places 
with visitors coming and going and 
both have a beautiful environment.”

Britney-Yvette, who lives in Sunset 
Strip, grew up in Zimbabwe and at the 
age of 17 began dabbling in modelling.

So when she, her younger sister and 
mother moved here to join her father, 
Britney-Yvette decided to once again 
try her luck in the competitive career.

While studying her certificate four 
in allied health over the past year, Brit-
ney-Yvette also applied for and was 
successfully chosen to be a contestant 
in the Miss Galaxy Australia contest, 
as the San Remo representative.

The Australia Galaxy Pageants 
were founded 2011 and aim to allow 
the young women to “become the best 
version of themselves” while raising 
money for charity.

Over the past nine years, the dele-
gates have raised over $600,000, at the 
same time becoming active members 
of their communities.

In April, Britney-Yvette will travel to 
Sydney where she will be required to 
strut the catwalk in various outfits and 
be interviewed by a panel of judges.

As part of the contest, she raises 
funds for the Make-A-Wish Founda-

tion, which helps critically ill children, 
with local residents encouraged to do-
nate via her Instagram page.

“Participants in the contest get 
points for the most money raised,” she 
explains.

“It’s difficult because I have only 
been in Australia a short time.”

In addition, Britney-Yvette is re-
quired do volunteering and charity 
work in the community.

This week, she is working for Nature 
Parks, and she also recently attended 
a Bunnings event in Wonthaggi for 
Share the Dignity, which advocates for 
homelessness and domestic violence.

Britney-Yvette says she is happy to 
help out other organisations on the 
island too.

The winner of the Sydney event will 
travel to the USA in August for the in-
ternational competition.

She hopes it will be a foot-in-the-
door to a modelling career.

“I’ve not decided which field of al-
lied health I’d like to work in, whether 
a hospital or physical therapy, but I’d 
also like to study business manage-
ment because I’ve always wanted to 
run my own business.”

To donate to go: fundraise.
makeawish.org.au/fundraisers/brit-
ney-yvettechiyoko/britney-yvette-
chiyoko---australia-galaxy-pag-
eants-2022

Follow her on Instagram: @brit-
neyyvmatsy or Facebook: @Britney-
Yvette Chiyoko

The last of our weekly  
columns on planning by  
Island Voice’s Linda Marston

Planning is not a sexy topic.
But if we do not tell council 

clearly what is important to in-
clude in our planning scheme 
then we cannot complain when 
we end up with inappropriate 
development and lose the special 
character of our island.

The scheme is due for review 
this year.

A planning scheme is one of the 
tools that shapes our community, 
but like any tool it works better if 
it is kept sharp.

Yet in 2003 Bass Coast Shire 
conducted a review to identify 
gaps in the scheme, identifying 
various issues, such as domestic 
wind energy, but which have not 
been addressed 19 years later, 
allowing the fiasco of the Surf 
Beach turbine to eventuate.

So how did this happen?
The short answer is as a com-

munity, we were apathetic.
Over the past seven weeks we’ve 

examined a variety of planning 
issues in these columns, includ-
ing parking waivers, township 
character, height, density, infill, 
sustainability and the planning 
process.

So, in an ideal world, this is 
what Island Voice would like to 
see happen.

We need to think about the fu-
ture and include design consid-
erations that reduce our impact 
upon the environment and energy 
usage.

We must stop allowing parking 
waivers and require new build-
ings to build the statutory amount 
on the premises.

In fact, we need to think care-
fully about how many people and 
vehicles can be accommodated on 
the island without it becoming an-
other Melbourne suburb.

Island Voice believes when a 
planning application relates to a 
staged development, it must be 
clearly stated what elements are 
included in each stage and when 
they will be completed.

If the planning scheme has been 
updated before a stage is started, 
then it should comply with the lat-
est requirements.

Infill needs to be carefully 
planned to prevent problems with 
inadequate infrastructure, loss 
of vegetation and inappropriate 
density.

Island Voice believes we need 
to plan for social housing, which 
needs to be located near transport, 
shopping and medical facilities.

The planning scheme needs to 
ensure all social housing is con-
sistent with the character and 
standard of the local residences, 
so it does not imbue any stigma, 
while being built to be cheap to 
heat and cool.

In the bigger picture, Bass Coast 
has been using township struc-
ture plans to provide a framework 
for township development on the 

island.
They aim to recognise the char-

acter of an area and preserve it; 
for example the structure plan for 
San Remo, Newhaven and Cape 
Woolamai recognises the impor-
tance of preserving coastal char-
acter.

Work on these started in 2010 
but, after 11 years, they have not 
been completed for all of the is-
land townships.

Even the first ones developed 
include out of date references to 
Newhaven College being in Ne-
whaven, and Keam’s land in San 
Remo before it was sub-divided 
into a housing estate.

Yet plans were created for Won-
thaggi and Dalyston four years 
ago.

As these plans are documents 
outside the planning scheme, 
they seem to be used as guidelines 
rather than being enforceable, 
which seems to defeat the purpose 
of creating them.

Island Voice believes they 
should be incorporated into the 
planning scheme.

Secondly, maintaining town-
ship character is critical to protect 
Phillip Island’s attraction as one 
of Victoria’s tourist gems.

The Mornington Peninsula 
Planning Scheme contains many 
provisions for their townships 
and developments.

For example, in their scheme, 
Flinders village is encouraged 
to have “simple building styles 
and materials, including the use 
of timber”, while “boundary to 
boundary construction should be 
avoided” to allow views and land-
scaping.

This clarity of vision contributes 
to the harmonious development of 
the central Flinders village.

Island Voice believes we need 
to tighten up the language in the 
Bass Coast planning scheme by 
removing weasel words such as 
“encourage”, “discourage” and use 
concrete measures where possible.

The Surf Coast Planning 
Scheme, for example, states there 
should be a 50-metre buffer from 
a wetland or waterway, while 
Mornington Peninsula specifies 
maximum heights.

Unfortunately, many new builds 
do not require any planning per-
mits, but just a building permit, so 
perhaps this needs to be rethought 
particularly as coastal property 
becomes scarcer and developers 
push densities to increase profit-
ability?

In addition, Island Voice be-
lieves planning applications 
should not be accepted and adver-
tised unless they include all rel-
evant and accurate information.

Incomplete/inaccurate ones 
should be returned to the appli-
cant, preventing a waste of time for 
officers and the public in assessing 
and commenting upon them.

We hope in this series of col-
umns we have triggered your in-
terest in the planning scheme and 
you take part in the review.

What’s our game plan?

• Bass Coast Shire planners 
say there will be community 
consultation on the planning 
scheme review this year. Plan-
ners say it will be an internal 
review with consultation with 
“key users of the scheme” only. 
Nevertheless, if you have strong 
feelings on planning issues, 
email the planners (and cc the 
councillors), outlining your con-
cerns and ask for them to be in-
cluded in the review. 

• Contact Island Voice (is-
landvoice@islandprogress.
com.au) who say they “will 
continue to fight to improve 

planning and protect our island 
environment”.

• The long-awaited final 
round of community consulta-
tion on the state government’s 
Distinctive Area and Land-
scapes project is expected in 
early 2022. This will be a most 
important document, a draft 
Statement of Planning Policy 
(SPP), which will eventually 
be enshrined in law. The SPP 
aims to protect our best fea-
tures and lock in town bound-
aries. Details: engage.vic.gov.
au/distinctive-areas-and-land-
scapes-program/bass-coast

How to have your say

Residents are encouraged to donate 
to Britney-Yvette Chiyoko’s fund-
raiser for the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion via her Instagram page.

From Zimbabwe to Phillip Island

Newhaven College’s Senior Cabinet
The 2022 Year 12 Cabinet at Newhaven College, with Principal Tony Corr (left) and Vice Principal Jason Scott.

2021 College Graduates returned to the College to receive a VCE Excellence Award in recognition of their 
outstanding results. Front (left to right): Georgia Adams, Holly van der Pligt, Charlotte Brewis and Harry Jobe. 
Back (left to right): Jason Scott (Vice Principal), Karen Milkins-Hendry (Director of Learning), Belinda Kinnane 
(Vice Principal – Director of Compliance), Sunny Lumsden and Principal Tony Corr.
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CAR REMOVAL

JD00050AA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY YOU*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED

BASS COAST RECYCLERS
5672 2946   0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business 
Guide

CONTACT JANE ON 
5952 3201 OR EMAIL 
ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ELECTRICIAN

JO
00

68
2A

A

JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

CLEANING

www.eighthelement.com.au

Airbnb & accommodation

Linen service

Commercial cleaning

Vacate cleans

cleaning

0421 665227

email: info@eighthelement.com.au

Sharon Elliott

JD
00

02
9A

A

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

EARTHMOVING

LK
00

03
2A

A
0418 418 615

Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

CONCRETER

JO
00

41
9A

A

CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791

LK
00

04
5A

A

TIM NEWMAN

CARPET CLEANING

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic – upholstery

• Rental bond specialists • Fast, efficient service
RICHIE & DI LAING JD

00
12

2A
A

0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

BLINDS & CARPET

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

CONCRETER

LK
00
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4A

A

0402 454 742
DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS
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Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios, Pool Surrounds  

Pattern, Plain and Exposed Aggregates

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING

LK
00

01
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A

BUILDER

CONCRETER

LK
00

02
9A

A

* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

EARTHMOVINGEARTHMOVING

LK
51

85

611 Ventnor Road, Cowes
0418 383 881 - 5956 8615

Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

l 10m3 tippers l Bobcat
l 4 ton excavators l Post hole borers

l Driveways l Rubbish removed
l Quarry materials supplies l Blocks cleared

EXCAVATIONS
NEAL McRAE

JO
00

01
3A

A

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

CARAVAN REPAIRS

• ALL MAKES AND MODELS
• CUT AND POLISHING

• SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES

JD
00
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A

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&

LK
00
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A

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS

LK
00

03
8A

A

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs

LK
00

02
1A

A

BASS HWY CAR 
REMOVAL
UNWANTED CARS  

& SCRAP METAL REMOVED

FREE
7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL SHANE 

0407 599 616  
OR 5678 2002

CAR REMOVAL

JD
00
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2A

A

AIR CONDITIONING

JD00514AA

CHIMNEY/FLUE CLEANING

JO
00

58
9A

A

Richie Laing
Since 1987

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT
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ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business Guide
CONTACT JANE ON 5952 3201 
OR EMAIL ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637

LK
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A

PLUMBING

LK
00

01
5A

A

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING

LK
00

01
4A

A

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995

LK
00
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0A

A

STORAGE

LK
00

02
3A

A

Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TREE SERVICES

LK
00
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A

• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791

LK
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A

TIM NEWMAN

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS

LK
00
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A

GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

GAS SUPPLIERS

LK
00
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A

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

PLUMBING

LK
00
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A

RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

CONCRETER

LK
00
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4A

A

0402 454 742
DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS
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Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios, Pool Surrounds  

Pattern, Plain and Exposed Aggregates

LAUNDRY SERVICES

LK
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A

Island Premium Laundry offer all  
your laundry needs from general house  
washing to your pet beds or blankets.

We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,  
call 59 522 889 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LK
00

02
4A

A

STEEL

C&K WELDING & FABRICATION.
3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922
03 5900 2995  |  CNKWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM

C&K
WELDING & 
FABRICATION
MILD STEEL, STAINLESS STEEL, 
ALUMINIUM AND METAL FABRICATION

3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922
03 5900 2995  |  CNKWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM

PAINTER

FREE QUOTE
• Residential, Commercial 

and Industrial
• Interior & Exterior painting
• Paint & stain finishes

• Deck Finishing
• Maintenance
• Quality Workmanship
• Crack Bridging  

Membrane paint

0426 663 777   |   info@bestwaypainting.com.au
www.bestwaypainting.com.au

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
58

40

5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

ROOFING

LK
00

14
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A

• Domestic & Commercial • Repairs
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
• Aluminium Gutter Guard • Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
METAL ROOFINGMETAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

LANDSCAPING

Our landscaping designs are practical,  
innovative and sustainable.

We provide punctual,  
reliable service, every time.

Laurence Marr  |  0411 608 482
laurencedmarr@gmail.com

• FREE APPRAISALS • OBLIGATION FREE QUOTES
• ALL LANDSCAPING NEEDS

JD
00

32
8A

A

TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services

PLUMBING

MB

LK
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A

Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

TILING

Tiling
Bathroom repairs
Leaking showers

Re-grouting
30 yrs experience and no jobs too small.

Rob Davies – 0418 522 044
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LAWN MOWING

LK
00

02
0A

A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello
WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANING

JO
00
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0A

A

WINDOW 
CLEANING  

0409 946 839

Glassed Out Window Cleaning
Fully insured

TREE SERVICES

Call now for a free quote

0491 032 999

Competetive rates

Total tree removal

Mulch sales 

Hedging

Pruning

Firewood

Storm cleanup

Lot clearing

Hazardous limbs

JO
01
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A

Specialising in tree  
Pruning & Removal

SILVERBACK

TREE 
SERVICES
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Seek, buy and sell

CANTY, Marlene: 

1.2.1937 - 10.2.2022 

Passed away peacefully. 

Beloved wife of Trevor 
(dec). Much loved 

mother of Marlene, 
Frank (dec) and Wendy. 

Loved grandmother 
of Nikki, Elizabeth and 

Christopher. 

Great grandmother of 
Danielle and Jordan. 

Sister to Noella, Kerry 
and Maurice (dec.). 

Forever in our Hearts 

Sleeping Peacefully with 
your husband Trevor and 

loving son Frank.

ROY, Geoffrey Keith: 

1947 – 2022 

Darling husband  
of Lorraine. 

Adored father and 
father-in-law of Meagan 

and Andrew Park, 
Kimberley and Joshua 

Dunstan. 

Doting grandfather 
to Neave Isobel and 

Campbell Roy Thomas 
Dunstan and Lily Alice 

and Jack Roy Park. 

A lifetime of happy 
memories, forever in  

our hearts.

WILLIAMS, Ronald 
James: 

( Jimbo ) 

Special friend to the 
Keane family. 

We met when Kristien 
married Leah. 

From that date our 
friendship formed, and 
we welcomed you  into 
our family, as you and 

Chrissy, did us. 

So many memories of 
such good times, will 
never be forgotten. 

Xmas, birthdays or any 
excuse for a party. 

Jim, enjoy your next 
journey reunited with 

Chrissy and Monty. 

PS I don’t remember 
you giving many 

accolades, but at our 
last coffee day, you said 
‘’Geez”  Den you make 

a good dim sim. Did 
surprise me. 

RIP Jim 

Love Barb & Den, Scott 
& Lisa, Melanie & Brad, 

Corinna & families

BASS: 
105 Statter Misson Road 
Sat 19th Feb from 8am 
-5pm. 
1 day only, every man’s 
dream.

CAPE WOOLAMAI: 
51 Woolamai Beach 
Road, Sat 12th & 19th 
Feb, 9am - 3pm. 
Moving Sale - furniture 
& Bric a Brac.

PLANT & POT SALE  
8 Regent Drive, Ventnor  
Saturday 19th February  
8am - 5pm

Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
REPAIRS AND  

RESTORATIONS 
From timber to metal – 
small to large projects 

Reasonable prices
Open Tues Wed & Thurs 

9am to noon
Contact Terry on 
0438 808 428

JO0006AA

M
SC

79
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The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser

is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,

you may approach the
newspaper itself  

or contact the  
Council by email

info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone 

(02) 8261 1930. 
For further

information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

PHILLIP ISLAND WINERY 
Dishwasher / kitchenhand 
1-2+ shifts per week, 
11am-6pm approx. 
No exp nec. 
Email nick@phillipis-
landwinery.com.au

CLEANERS
Cleaners required.  
Day and evening shifts 
available. Please call 
0421665227 for further 
information.

DEATHS DEATHS FUNERALS

CANTY, Marlene: 

Requiem Mass for the 
Response of the Soul 

of Mrs. Marlene Canty 
will be offered at St. 

Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Thompson Ave, Cowes 
on TUESDAY (Feb. 22, 

2022) at 11.30am. 

At the conclusion of 
Mass the funeral will 
leave for the Phillip 

Island Cemetery. 

Handley & Anderson 

Cowes 5952 5171

WILLIAMS:

A Memorial Service to 
Celebrate the Life of  

Mr. Jim Williams will be 
held at The Phillip Island 

Golf Club, Settlement 
Road, Cowes  

on FRIDAY  
(Feb. 18, 2022)  

commencing at 2.30pm.  
Privately Cremated 

GARAGE SALES

SITUATIONS 
VACANT

Full or Part Time 

Qualifications & Experience: 
• Retail sales and/or previous experience  

in flooring retail an advantage 

• Strong customer service experience, 
computer skills and independent  

work ethic required 

• Ability to work at pace and provide updates to 
all team members 

Essential Tasks & Responsibilities: 
Face to face customer service, with product 
and colour consultations, booking in home 

measures and quotes. Create and send written 
quotations, follow up customers, quotes and 
orders. Process orders and payments. Ensure 

store remains clean and tidy at all times.  
Stay up to date with products and services.  

Expected to be available for Saturdays. 

Submit resume and cover letter to:  
Dysstanptyltd@gmail.com  

Contact Mike: 0409 102 342

RETAIL SALES ASSISTANT
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We are seeking a qualiÞed landscaper or 
someone with at least 3-4 years experience 
in the landscape construction industry.
Our work includes decking, retaining walls, 
paving, concreting, turf installs & much 
more!
Applicants must have :
-   Own car/ tools
- Ability to work on their own
- Great communication skills
- Experience with earth moving equipment

Please send your resume to - 
ocvlandscapes@gmail.com
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LABOURER/ 
SUBCONTRACTOR WANTED. 
Need to have ABN, own vehicle, Police Check, 

Covid vaccinations. Duties include ride-on 
mowing, hand mowing, brushcutting,  

and general labouring work.  
Part-time/ flexible hours. Training provided.  
Please forward name and contact details to  

info@islandhomeservices.com.au.
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PCA positions available
(Must have experience) 

Banfields Aged Care is part of a family-
owned Australian Aged Care Group Pty Ltd 
(AACG), which prides itself on imagination 
and innovation in caring for the aged.
We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, 
Cowes, Phillip Island a short stroll into town 
for the local beach and shops.
Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds. 
Banfields Aged care is a 90-bed residential 
care facility which provides an extensive 
range of services.
As a PCA, your responsibilities will be 
to provide nursing care as directed by a 
Registered Nurse.
Casual and permanent part-time contracts 
are available for these positions.
Applicants must have a positive and 
professional work ethic with dedication and 
commitment to high quality care.
Essential criteria:
• Certificate III or IV in Aged Care.
• Current National Police Check.
•  Demonstrated knowledge/ability in 

providing safe quality personal care to 
consumers and ensuring the rights of 
consumers are respected.

• Compassionate and empathetic person.
•  Excellent communication skills - both 

written and verbal.
• Efficient time management skills.
•  Must have flexible availability and be 

reliable.
• Ability to travel to Cowes on Phillip Island.
• Current evidence of influenza vaccination.
• Both COVID-19 Vaccinations.
• Current Victorian Drivers Licence.
What you can expect from us:
• A friendly, social & collaborative team
•  A workplace that supports and values  

their staff
•  Support from management and ongoing 

development and education opportunities
Desirable:
•  Previous experience in Residential Aged 

Care.
**We are a non-smoking facility.**

If you believe you have the qualities and 
skills we are looking for please call:

the Director of Care, Lara Basso  
on (03) 5951 2500 or forward your 

resume to lbasso@banfields.com.au
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Personal Care Assistants

(PCA) Staff Required

Positions for Casual shifts

at Banfields Aged Care

Banfields Aged Care is part of the family owned 

Australian Aged Care Group which prides itself 

on imagination and innovation in caring for the 

aged, with a mission to excel in providing quality 

care services and accommodation.

We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, 

Cowes, a short stroll into town for the local beach 

and shops.

Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds. 

Banfields Aged care is a 90 bed residential care 

facility which provides an extensive range of 

services.

We are seeking dynamic and exceptional PCAs 

staff to be part of our team.

As a PCA your responsibilities will be to provide 

nursing care as directed by a Registered Nurse.

The successful candidate will have:

�

 PCA qualification 

���

Strong communication skills

���

Current Police Check

���

Team player qualities

We are a non-smoking facility.

If you believe you have the qualities and 

skills we are looking for please call the 

Director of Care, Lara Basso on 

5951 2500 or forward

your resume to: lbasso@banfields.com.au
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SITUATION VACANT

PHARMACY ASSISTANT
Are you committed to helping people?  

We are looking to fill a part-time position,  
4-5 days per week, including some weekend 
work.  Availability important over summer  

and other busy periods.  The successful 
applicant must be enthusiastic, a good 

communicator, and a team player.
If this sounds like you, apply with copies  

of references and qualifications to:

Phillip Island Pharmacy
164-166 Thomson Ave, Cowes. 3922 

03 5952 2299
OR email to: pi.pharmacy@bigpond.com
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Nominations are open for
2022 PIRSL 9th ANNUAL 

ANZAC COMMUNITY AWARD

Applications available from the Secretary: 
secretary@pirsl.com.au  0400 989797

   

Applications close 
March 23, 2022 at 4pm

We invite you to nominate a person who has made an outstanding 
contribution to our local community – a person who should be recognized 
for extending a hand beyond the ordinary in helping others and mateship.
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SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICES

Lions Volunteers Required
The San Remo/Newhaven Lions Club need a 
volunteer to assist at an upcoming Bunnings 
B.B.Q at Wonthaggi this Saturday the 19th. 
Either a morning or afternoon shift (8am to 
Noon or Noon to 4pm) would be a big help. 
With all proceeds from the day going to Kids 
Cancer Research, it is a perfect opportunity to 
put some time towards a great cause. If you 
would like to turn a few sausages, meet our 
members and generally put your weight behind 
this worthwhile project please call Michael 
on 0432115334 to get more information. 
Transport can be arranged if required. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICESSERVICE MEMBER 
FUNERAL

VALE
Mr John Leworthy

Service No:  
37502 

Australian Army
Passed Away: 18th 

December 2021
Service & Wake:     

Phillip Island RSL 
ANZAC Room

Wednesday  
23rd February 2022 

11.15am
All are welcome

REID, Eva May: 
31.5.40 – 14.2.22

Loving Wife to John
Loving Mum to Allison

Loving Mother in law to 
Andrew

Loving Nan to Alarna & 
Adam 

Forever in our hearts. 

 

My Beautiful Mum,
I’m sending a dragonfly 

to Heaven,
With a parcel on  

its wings.
Be careful when  

you open it,
It’s full of  

beautiful things.
Inside are a  

million kisses,
Wrapped in a  
million hugs.

To say how much  
I miss you,

And to send you  
all my love.

I hold you close  
within my heart,

And there you  
will remain.

To walk with me 
throughout my life,

Until I see you again.
I love you Mum X

Allison. 
 

Nan,
Of all the special  

gifts in life, 
However great or small.
To have you as my Nan,

Was the greatest  
gift of all.

May the wind of love 
blow softly,

And whisper in your ear.
I love you and  

I miss you Nan, 
and wish that you  

were here. 
Love Adam xox

 
I miss you Nan  
so very much.

I miss our times 
together.

I wish I could have you 
here with me,

From now until forever.
You held my hand when 

I was small,
You helped to  
guide my way.

What I would give  
for one more hug,

Or just for one more day.
But Heaven needed  

an angel,
And so they decided  

on you.
God has given you your 

halo and wings,
And now it’s time  

you flew.
You brought such joy 

and happiness,
Your smile never  
ceased to shine.

You’ll stay in every  
heart you touched,

But most of all in mine.
Love Alarna x

 
Babe,

I was lucky to have met 
you through Allison,

even luckier to call you 
my Mum.

You are one of the 
toughest ladies I’ve 

known.
Rest in Peace now.

Love Andrew. x

PUBLIC NOTICES
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No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, 

YESCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 
Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 
YES

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 
YES

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

YES
Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 
Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 
Seek, buy and sell

The Phillip Island RSL is searching for genuine people to fill the below positions.
We are seeking enthusiastic and motivated individuals  

who are looking for stable employment. 
If you are interested in making hospitality a career or just after some casual 

hours we encourage you to apply for one of our available positions. 
Training will be provided, you will require a Responsible Service of Alcohol 

certificate for some positions, Gaming and TAB accreditations an advantage but 
can be obtained during employment for the successful person. 

Positions available:
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All positions are required to work across 7 days including Public Holidays.
If you are interested in working in hospitality and fit one of the above positions or 
require a position description email info@pirsl.com.au, please lodge a cover letter 

with your resume stating the position you are applying for or drop into the RSL. 

Venue – Duty Manager x 2  
– Salary based position 

Experience required 
$65k - $70K plus super 

Senior Sous Chef  
– Salary based position
$75k - $80k plus super

Bistro Supervisor/ 
Team Leader  

– Salary based position
Experience required 

1 x Full Time 
$55k - $60k plus super

1 x Part Time 
Pro rata $55k - $60k plus super

Chef – Full Time  
– Salary based position
$60k - $65k plus super

Gaming/Bar Staff 
Full Time, Part Time  
and Casual hours  

– RSA minimum requirement

Bar/TAB Staff 
Full Time, Part Time  
and Casual hours  

– RSA minimum requirement

Bistro Staff 
Part Time and casual hours

  

Registered Nursing (RN)
Staff and Endorsed Enrolled
Nursing (EEN) staff required
Positions for permanent part time and
casual shifts at Banfields Aged Care

Banfields Aged Care is part of a family-
owned Australian Aged Care Group Pty Ltd 
(AACG), which prides itself on imagination 
and innovation in caring for the aged.
We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, 
Cowes, a short stroll into town for the local 
beach and shops.
Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds.
Banfields Aged care is a 90 bed residential 
care facility which provides an extensive 
range of services.
We are seeking motivated and dedicated 
Registered Nurses and Endorsed Enrolled 
Nurses to be part of our team.
Your responsibilities will be to provide 
nursing care guided by the Director of Care 
including medication management, clinical 
practice and supervision, documentation, 
wound management, and palliative care;
The successful candidate will have:
•  Registered Nurse qualifications and 

current AHPRA registration (RN only)
•  Current registration with AHPRA as 

an Enrolled Nurse with medication 
endorsement (EEN only)

•  Previous experience in residential aged 
care essential

•  Ability to lead, motivate & educate staff.
•  Strong communication skills.
•  Current Police Check.
•  Team player qualities.
• Current influenza vaccination.
• Both COVID-19 vaccinations.
• Current Victorian Drivers Licence.

**We are a non-smoking facility.**
If you believe you have the qualities and 

skills we are looking for please call:
the Director of Care, Lara Basso  

on (03) 5951 2500 or forward your 
resume to lbasso@banfields.com.au
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Personal Care Assistants

(PCA) Staff Required

Positions for Casual shifts

at Banfields Aged Care

Banfields Aged Care is part of the family owned 

Australian Aged Care Group which prides itself 

on imagination and innovation in caring for the 

aged, with a mission to excel in providing quality 

care services and accommodation.

We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, 

Cowes, a short stroll into town for the local beach 

and shops.

Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds. 

Banfields Aged care is a 90 bed residential care 

facility which provides an extensive range of 

services.

We are seeking dynamic and exceptional PCAs 

staff to be part of our team.

As a PCA your responsibilities will be to provide 

nursing care as directed by a Registered Nurse.

The successful candidate will have:

�

 PCA qualification 

���

Strong communication skills

���

Current Police Check

���

Team player qualities

We are a non-smoking facility.

If you believe you have the qualities and 

skills we are looking for please call the 

Director of Care, Lara Basso on 

5951 2500 or forward

your resume to: lbasso@banfields.com.au
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Aged Care Lifestyle 
Team Member

Banfields Aged Care is part of a family-
owned Australian Aged Care Group Pty Ltd 
(AACG), which prides itself on imagination 
and innovation in caring for the aged. We 
are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, 
Cowes, Phillip Island a short stroll into town 
for the local beach and shops. Set amongst 
beautiful landscaped grounds. Banfields 
Aged care is a 90 bed residential care 
facility which provides an extensive range of 
services. 
Either casual and permanent part-time 
contracts are available for this position. We 
currently have a vacancy for a vibrant and 
energetic Lifestyle Team Member to join 
our small but extremely dedicated Lifestyle 
team. You will assist with the planning, 
implementation and evaluation of our 
lifestyle support / activities programs.  
The successful candidate will have: 
•  Knowledge of contemporary aged care 

specific activities 
• Knowledge & understanding of dementia 
•  Knowledge & understanding of the Aged 

Care Accreditation Standards 
•  Program Development experience in  

Aged Care 
• Current Influenza Vaccination.
• Current Police Check. 
• Both COVID-19 Vaccinations.
• Current Victorian Drivers Licence. 

**We are a non-smoking facility.** 
If you believe you have the qualities and 
skills we are looking for please call the 

Director of Care, Lara Basso  
on (03) 5951 2500 or forward your 

resume to lbasso@banfields.com.au
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Personal Care Assistants

(PCA) Staff Required

Positions for Casual shifts

at Banfields Aged Care

Banfields Aged Care is part of the family owned 

Australian Aged Care Group which prides itself 

on imagination and innovation in caring for the 

aged, with a mission to excel in providing quality 

care services and accommodation.

We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, 

Cowes, a short stroll into town for the local beach 

and shops.

Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds. 

Banfields Aged care is a 90 bed residential care 

facility which provides an extensive range of 

services.

We are seeking dynamic and exceptional PCAs 

staff to be part of our team.

As a PCA your responsibilities will be to provide 

nursing care as directed by a Registered Nurse.

The successful candidate will have:

�

 PCA qualification 

���

Strong communication skills

���

Current Police Check

���

Team player qualities

We are a non-smoking facility.

If you believe you have the qualities and 

skills we are looking for please call the 

Director of Care, Lara Basso on 

5951 2500 or forward

your resume to: lbasso@banfields.com.au
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Laundry Employment 
Opportunities

Permanent Part Time / Casual
Banfields Aged Care is part of the family 
owned Australian Aged Care Group which 
prides itself on imagination and innovation 
in caring for the aged, with a mission to 
excel in providing quality care services and 
accommodation.
We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, 
Cowes, a short stroll into town for the local 
beach and shops.
We are seeking dynamic and exceptional 
laundry staff to be part of our team.
As a laundry staff member your responsibilities 
will be to carry out facility linen and personal 
laundry services as guided by the Director of 
Care.
The successful candidate will have:
• Strong communication skills.
• Current Police Check.
• Team player qualities.
• Current Influenza Vaccination.
• Both COVID-19 Vaccinations.
• Current Victorian Drivers Licence.

**We are a non-smoking facility.**
If you believe you have the qualities and 

skills we are looking for please call:
the Director of Care, Lara Basso  

on (03) 5951 2500 or forward your 
resume to lbasso@banfields.com.au
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Personal Care Assistants

(PCA) Staff Required

Positions for Casual shifts

at Banfields Aged Care

Banfields Aged Care is part of the family owned 

Australian Aged Care Group which prides itself 

on imagination and innovation in caring for the 

aged, with a mission to excel in providing quality 

care services and accommodation.

We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, 

Cowes, a short stroll into town for the local beach 

and shops.

Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds. 

Banfields Aged care is a 90 bed residential care 

facility which provides an extensive range of 

services.

We are seeking dynamic and exceptional PCAs 

staff to be part of our team.

As a PCA your responsibilities will be to provide 

nursing care as directed by a Registered Nurse.

The successful candidate will have:

�

 PCA qualification 

���

Strong communication skills

���

Current Police Check

���

Team player qualities

We are a non-smoking facility.

If you believe you have the qualities and 

skills we are looking for please call the 

Director of Care, Lara Basso on 

5951 2500 or forward

your resume to: lbasso@banfields.com.au
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SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

During the first assembly of the year, 2021 
Newhaven College Dux, Holly van der Pligt 
delivered an inspiring speech to the Year 9-12 
Cohort.

”I feel very elated to be invited back to 
Newhaven College to address you all today. 
Despite probably being the most unconven-
tional Newhaven dux, in the sense that I did 
not endeavour through the harsh realities of 
methods, spec, physics or chem, I may still 
have some credible advice to share with you 
all today.

“I’d like to begin by admitting that I feel al-
most fraudulent standing here as the epitome 
of success, when in actual fact, success is 
widely subjective and hardly exclusive to an 
ATAR score.

“For example, one of my friends is prepar-
ing to travel the world through her surfing tal-
ents, another is being recognised globally for 
his music and another is taking up as many 
degrees and opportunities as possible after 

overcoming an extremely debilitating illness.
“So, this is a reminder that the academic 

pathway is one I found success in, but your 
schooling journey is inherently yours and 
support for your particular pathway will be 
widely abundant at Newhaven.”

Holly’s speech reflected on a range of expe-
riences from her life at Newhaven, including 
her first day at the Year 9 campus, “feeling 
awkward in my second hand Steve Irwin uni-
form”, and negotiating public transport dur-
ing City Cite.

She described the visit to Wollangara, the 
strenuous hiking and sleeping under the stars 
as bringing her mind back down to earth and 
said the challenges from Year 9 helped her to 
apply for World Challenge.

“From almost being deported in Thailand, 
to swimming in waterfalls in Lao, this trip 
had it all,” she said.

She described the Covid pandemic during 
Year 11 as a bombshell.

“I’ll spare you the lockdown details be-
cause we all know too much about them, but 
you honestly don’t have much more to do 
with your time than study and make banana 
bread.”

In year 12, she encouraged students to take 
advantage of the many opportunities provid-
ed by Newhaven.

“Utilising your teachers is a massive one. I 
can’t count how many times I messaged Mrs 
Sonya Neal on a Sunday afternoon quizzing 
her about a psych sac and without question 
would receive a response within the half 
hour. Similarly, the amount of practice essays 
I sent Ms Anna Paterson to read over would 
have been enough to drive her mad.

“Your teachers reverberate the amount of 
energy you put into your studies, and it would 
be illogical to not draw on their knowledge 
and guidance throughout such a challenging 
year.

“And there’s no doubt about it. Year 12 is 
tough … you will continuously be pushed to 
your limits. If the demands of the year begin 
to outweigh your coping abilities or you are 
feeling lost, reach out to a friend, family mem-
ber or teacher to just chat.

“I’ve learnt that no amount of anxiety or 
stress surrounding your studies is worth ob-
structing your happiness and that your men-
tal health should remain a priority no matter 
how little time you think you have throughout 
the year.”

Holly finished her speech reminding the 
students that their self-worth was distinct 
from their study outcomes.

“My most important piece of advice would 
be to ensure that the line between your indi-
vidualistic sense of self-worth and the out-
comes of your studies remain strictly distinct 
from one another.

“So, if the year begins to become consum-
ing, pull yourself back down to earth. Draw 
on your bravery and courage from Year 9, 
strength and endurance from Year 10 and re-
silience from Year 11, or whichever qualities 
you have retained from your previous years.

“Your journey to where you are now has 
provided you with an unbelievable skill set 
to be able to persevere through challenging 
moments.

“Take advantage of every opportunity you 
are given, do what you love and do it passion-
ately and there’s no doubt you will succeed.

“Whether that be reflected through a num-
ber or not, the values, friendships, and expe-
riences you’ll earn along the way will last a 
lifetime.”

The 2021 Newhaven College Dux Holly van der Pligt and Principal Tony Corr.

College Dux inspires 
next wave of students

SITUATIONS VACANT
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SPORT

Hannah Eisen has been elected as 
the Phillip Island Boardriders Club 
(PIBC) president, the second female 
president in the club’s 59-year his-
tory.

Hannah was elected unanimously 
and describes herself as having a 
passion for life, in particular; surf-
ing, swimming, fitness, family and 
friends, and obviously, the commu-
nity she lives in.

She will be supported in her role 
by an equally enthusiastic commit-
tee who have all invested a lot into 
the club. Geoff Russell will step up 
as vice president, Marcus Wright 
will remain as treasurer and Harry 
de Roth as club captain.

Geoff Russell will also lead the ca-
dets and junior development. 

Deb Leonard and Kirra Marl-
bourgh will share the role of super-
groms club captain. Andy McHenry 
will continue as Malibu club captain, 

with Jake Eisen, Joe Van Dijk and 
Kyle Ross general committee mem-
bers.

Phillip Island Boardriders Club 
and surfing in general has tradition-
ally been male dominated, but this is 
changing.

Hannah believes women can offer 
different perspectives and she ap-
preciates a range of views.

Having worked in the building 
and construction industry for over 
15 years following the completion of 
her Masters in Architecture, she def-
initely knows how gender can play 
a role, both in, and out of the water.

“Women should feel that they can 
have a say and make as valuable 
contribution,” said Hannah.

Hannah joined the club as a su-
pergrom herself, where she met her 
best friends, and laughs when she 
remembers being nominated for club 
Woman of the Year when she was 

12 … not because she was the best 
surfer, but because she gave it a go.

“My three brothers and I have been 
around the club since we were grom-
mets and I’m delighted to be appoint-
ed as the president for the remainder 
of the 2021-22 season,” said Hannah.

“As president and a passionate 
community member, I’m excited 
about the next generations of junior 
surfers coming through the ranks 
and the involvement of the older 
crew who grew the club to what it is 
today.

“The committee will be working 
hard to host events, promote women 
in surfing, build the supergroms 
program and provide opportunities 
for surfers of all ages, gender, back-
grounds and ability.

“My brother Jake believes the ju-
niors and supergroms program is 
more than just surfing, it’s an oppor-
tunity for kids to develop confidence 

and courage, it is a great stepping 
stone for learning important life 
skills.

“He said being encouraged and 
mentored by the older members as a 
grommet allowed him to feel part of 
something special and give him con-
fidence to succeed in business.”

Rich history
Hannah said the new committee 

will do their best to make sure the 
club continues to thrive.

“We have a great club, strong mem-
bership and a rich history which will 
be honoured next year for the 60th 
anniversary.”

2022 is already shaping up to be a 
big year for the club.

Coming out of restrictions, mem-
bers have competed in the Austra-
lian Boardriders Battle and the Phil-
lip Island Pro QS, strengthened their 
junior and supergrom programs, 

hosted a successful Single Fin Event 
and this weekend will hold the Long-
board Classic on February 19.

Established in 1963, PIBC lays 
claim to the oldest continuously run-
ning surfing club in Australia.

In the beginning, most of the club 
members were from Melbourne. As 
the membership grew these surfers 
migrated closer to the beach and 
now 90 per cent of all members live 
on the Island.

The club has three generations of 
club members surfing in contests at 
present, with the oldest competing 
member being over 74.

The Phillip Island Boardriders’ 
Club is a volunteer run community 
club that exists to provide surfers of 
all abilities with opportunities, and 
at the same time aims to preserve 
and safeguard the sport of surfing 
and promote a positive surfing cul-
ture throughout the community.

Midweek bowls was played 
at San Remo this week and 
the winners were Lindsay 
Russell/Peter McWilliams as 
co skips, David Talbot and 
Peter Thorley.

Runners up were Tony Hep-
pleston, Gwen Jeffrey, and 
Jan Brown.

One Game winners were 
Vern Elliott, Jim Nunan and 
Bill Williams.

26 players turned up to play 
on a very fast green, in beau-
tiful conditions.

The temperature in the mid-
20s with a slight breeze made 
it very comfortable condi-
tions, although in the after-
noon the mercury rose slight-
ly and became uncomfortable.

As usual good-hearted ban-
ter could be heard across all 
the rinks and some sledging as 
many bowls were in the ditch.

We were all happy to go in-
side at the end of the day for 
our cold drinks which were 
served by Peter Thorley as 
always with a smile.

Thank you, Peter, also Gwen 
Jeffrey and Elaine Fitt for 
kitchen duty, thank you ladies.

Our RCH donation tin did 

very well with more than a few 
falling on their sword – as usual 
it was all done in good spirits.

Thank you to our members 
who brought items for the 
free raffle table. It’s always 
good fun and we have some 
lovely treasures.

Some high scores recorded 
- winners 39 points, runners 
up 34 points and one game 
winners 33 points.

The bowling standard is 
excellent at midweek bowls, 
and we have several new 

members who are very ex-
perienced bowlers, therefore 
sometimes the competition is 
fierce but all in good spirits.

Next week we will play at 
Corinella 10am at the club for 
a 10.30am start.

Please be on time and for 
more information or to reg-
ister please contact Peter 
McWilliams on 5678 5974 the 
night before or come early on 
the day.

Everyone welcome.
See you on the green.

Ladies 100 up
Beb Hyslop defeated Lyn 

Rogerson and progresses to 
the first of the semi-finals 
against Sandra Read.

Marilyn Forrest will play 
Karen Cashen in the second 
semi-final on Wednesday for 
a place in the finals.

Men’s 100 up
George Mol has won him-

self a spot into the final of 
the Men’s 100 up, just edging 
out John Parker in what was 
a tough game, with the score 
being 95-94 in George’s fa-
vour. From a distance George 
thought John had the points 
to get over the line but once 
up at the head …  a surprised 
George snatched the win. 
Congratulations.

Corporate bowls
After round 4, sitting on 

top of the ladder is Bluesteel 
10-27-48, followed by Incredi-

bowls 9-25-29 and in third 
place is Holland Transport 
10-24-19.

Social bowls
It was a warm sunny humid 

day with some visitors join-
ing us – Cec Gleeson from 
Ipswich and Jo Vermewlen 
from Mooroolbark, we hope 
they enjoyed their day.

In a very close game, the 
winners of the day by one 
shot were Tony Steward, Beb 
Hyslop., Lyn Rogerson and 
Eric Wild.

The runners up were Mi-
chael Haack, Steve Williams 
and Cec Gleeson.

Well done everyone.

Summer triples
An absolutely gorgeous day 

on the island and it saw 78 
bowlers from around various 
clubs join us for the monthly 
summer triples sponsored by 
Harvey Norman.

The winners, from off the 
island with 4 game wins were 
R. Aitken, Bongo and T. Tear 
with a +35.

Runners up also with a 
4-game win were John New-
combe. Guilio Marcolongo and 
John Paternoster with a +21.

Thank you everyone for a 
great day and to all the volun-
teers both in the kitchen and 
on bar duty.

Saturday pennant
Division 1: Blue against 

White at home and Blue came 
away with the win 78-59.

Division 2: Played at home 
against Loch and came away 
with the overall win 64-56.

Division 4: Played away at 
Leongatha and came away 
with the overall win 76-52.

Division 5: Played away 
also at Meeniyan and came 
home with an overall win of 
82-70.

Well done the Island!

Boardriders welcomes female president

Phillip Island bowls resultsMidweek bowls results

Best One Game winners were Vern Elliott 
(S), Bill Williams (L) and Jim Nunan (3).

Jan Brown (L), Tony Heppleston (S) and 
Gwen Jeffery (3) were the runners up at 
Midweek bowls.

Midweek bowls winners, played at San Remo this week 
were Peter McWilliams (S), Lindsay Russell (S), Peter Thor-
ley (L) and David Talbot (3).

Phillip Island bowls Summer Triple winners 
R. Aitken, Bongo and T Teer.

Phillip Island bowls Summer Triples runners 
up John Newcombe, Guilio Marcolongo and 
John Pasternoster.

Newly elected PIBC President Hannah Eisen (middle) with PIBC Committee members, Jake 
Eisen and Deb Leonard, Tim Anagnostou and their two children.

A keen surfer, Hannah Eisen first joined PIBC as a supergrom and was elected as club 
president on February 8, the second female president in the club’s 59-year history.
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Welcome back to our first league season 
of 2022.

2s Company:  1st on 3pts- King Pins, 2nd on 
3pts Strike me lucky and 3rd on 2pts Palms.

ABL: 1st on 14pts- Fairlanes, 2nd on 14pts 
Island Sector and 3rd on 13pts Storm.

Business: 1st on 3pts Happy Hour, 2nd on 

3pts Turkey Slappers, 3rd on 3pts CTD Car-
pentry and 4th on 2pts Old Timers.

Top scorers for finals week this week were:
Men: Harry 221, Justin Porthouse 212 and 

Joe Depetro 204.Women: Phatchari Samoe-
na 167, Barbara Burns 163 and Karen Klym 
153.

Tuesday, February 8: Men’s Stableford
Division one winner Paul Wagner (6) with 37 

points on countback from Mario Amato (15).
Men’s.
Division two winner John Savas (21) with 

34 points on countback from Peter Rowan and 
John Hammon.

Nine-hole competition winner David Hen-
stridge (21) with 22 points from Laurie Pe-
trusch with 18 points.

Wednesday, February 9: Ladies Par
Winner Robin Cornell with +3, and runner 

up Alice Schofield with +2 on countback to 
Robyn Chipperfield.

Nine-hole Par winner Shannon Trumper 
with +3 from Barb Moloney with +1.

Thursday, February 10: Open Par
Division one winner Gino Manfredi (10) with 

+3, runner up Steve Waters (16) with +2.
Division two winner Barry Melven (29) with 

+3 from Ian Brown (32) +2.
Nine Hole stableford competition winner 

Reg Browne (35) with 21 points on a countback 
to David Gladman (18).

Saturday 12th February 12: Stableford 

and Finals of RL Smith
Mens:
A Grade winner Ray Smith (6) with 38 points 

on countback to Nev Thurgood (6).
B Grade winner Travis Johnson (15) with 41 

points from Max Disher (18) with 37 points.
C Grade winner John Gains (25) with 39 

points, runner up Rob Purcell (25) with 36 
points.

NTP: 5th – Greg Williams (hole in one), 7th 
– Peter Moloney, 10th – John O’Brien and 17th 
– John O’Brien.

Womens:
Winner Trish Jamieson (39) with 37 points 

from Mary Taylor (29) with 36 points.
NTP: 5th – Ira Septiana and 7th – Lesley 

Meadowcroft.
Nine-hole competition winner Maureen El-

lard with 18 points on countback.
The winners of the RL Smith final were 

Mark Haringsma and Paul Cashman over Ja-
son King and Anthony Johns.

Next week’s competition is Stableford.

Sunday, February 13: Open Stableford
18 Hole winner Jack Ross (13) with 39 points 

from Mark Davey with 34 points.

Welcome back. Everyone was keen to get the 
2022 year off to a great start with 23 attendees 
the first week.
This week

Ladies’ winner: Faye Fletcher – 8 wins, well 
done.

Men’s winner: Les Walton – 6 wins.

Encouragement award: Lorraine Brown.
Welcome to Josie Billman our new player this 

week.
Last week

Ladies’ winner: Joan Baker – 7 wins.
Men’s winner: Bob Hee – 6 wins.
Encouragement award: Laurie Patrusch.

Please contact Bob Hee for any further infor-
mation on 0418 173 388.

Phillip Island Rhylee Duell took out the Un-
der 16 category at the Woorrangalook Victo-
rian Koori Surf Titles held at Urquhart Bluff on 
the Great Ocean Road last weekend (February 
5 and 6).

More than 50 indigenous surfers from across 
the state gathered to celebrate the 24th annual 
event which brings together Indigenous com-
munities in a fun weekend of surfing and indig-
enous culture. 

The event was opened on Saturday by 
Wadawurrung Elder Corrina Eccles and 
cleansed with a traditional smoking and mix-
ing of the water’s ceremony.

Competition followed and participants were 
greeted with small surf and onshore winds. 
With the assistance of surf coaches and volun-
teers in the water, the junior competitive divi-
sions were finalised, followed by Open Women 
and Masters Women.

The Tag Team event rounded out the day with 
Ballarat and District Aboriginal Cooperative 
(BADAC) taking first place from Wadawur-
rung, CFMEU and Surfing Victoria.

Tricky conditions met competitors on the 
Sunday, for the Open Men’s and Masters Men. 
Rhys Collins from Red Hill was victorious, tak-
ing out both divisions respectively. The Open 

Women’s division was claimed by Linley Hur-
rell (Torquay) with Corrinna Eccles (Torquay) 
victorious in the Masters Women’s. 

Rhys and Linley will go on to represent the 
Victorian Indigenous community after gaining 
a wildcard into the 2022 Rip Curl Pro Trials at 
Bells Beach.

The Surfing Victoria Encouragement Award 
winners of a surfboard each, were Ruby Bo-
agers (Armstrong Creek) and Aiden Tournier 
(Geelong). 

The Determination Award was taken out by 
Hunter Sisic (Ballarat).

Category Winners:
U/8 Mixed: Millie Hughes (Geelong)
U/10 Girls: May Marini (Ballarat)
U/10 Boys: Arlee Livesey (Armstrong Creek)
U/13 Girls: Grace Tournier (Geelong)
U/13 Boys: Levi Marini (Ballarat)
U/16 Girls: Alicia Wait (Ballarat)
U/16 Boys: Rylee Duell (Phillip Island)
U/18 Girls: Indra Purcell (MacArthur)
U/18 Boys: Rameka Waiomio (Mill Park)
Open Women: Linley Hurrell (Torquay)
Open Men: Rhys Collins (Point Leo)
Masters Women: Corrina Eccles (Torquay)
Masters Men: Rhys Collins (Point Leo)

Former event champion Jacob Willcox (Margaret River, 
WA) and Sunshine Coast surfer Sophie McCulloch have been 
crowned champions at the Phillip Island Pro at Cape Woola-
mai.

The event’s inaugural champion in 2017, Willcox returned 
to Phillip Island and looked unstoppable throughout the early 
rounds in the raw southern ocean waves.

On finals day he continued that form despite a rapidly de-

creasing swell locking in a 6.75 and a 4.75 in the final against 
Joel Vaughan (Central Coast, NSW) to finish with a heat total 
of 11.50 points (out of a possible 20).

Phillip Island’s final contender in the Men’s, Harry de Roth 
was knocked out in the Round of 16.

On the Women’s side of the draw Sophie McCulloch looked 
determined to ensure she walked away with her maiden Quali-
fying Series win.

McCulloch cruised through her semi-final, locking in the 
highest scoring wave of the day an 8.50 for a series of clinical 
backhand carves and snaps.

The final saw the two in form surfers of the event McCulloch 
and Merimbula surfer Freya Prumm go head-to-head.

Freya defeated Phillip Island’s Sophie Fletcher to progress to 
the final, with Fletcher placing fifth overall.

Phillip Island’s Sage Goldsbury was knocked out in the 
Round of 16 by eventual winner Sophie McCulloch.

In the Men’s Carl Wright bowed out in the Round of 48.
Final results and placings can be found on www.world-

surfleague.com

Phillip Island golf results

Euchre club results

Phillip Island ten pin bowling kick off week

Last season’s winners for Almost Bowling 
Legends (ABL) were the Buccaneers- (L_R) 
Nick Harris, Keith Ballenger, Joe Depetro 
and Bob Jolly.

Last season’s winners for Business were 
S&R Clarke Auto (L_R) Matthew Clarke, 
Steve A Clarke and Steve R Clarke.

Woorangalook Koori surf titles

More than 50 indigenous surfers from across the state gathered to celebrate the 24th an-
nual event which brings together Indigenous communities in a fun weekend of surfing and 
indigenous culture. 

Tyler and Rhylee Duell in action at the Woorrangalook Victorian Koori Surf Titles.

Phillip Island Pro champions crowned

Sophie Fletcher, in action during the Phillip Island Pro at 
Cape Woolamai, made it through to the quarter finals, even-
tually finishing fifth in the competition.

Harry de Roth was one of two local surfers remaining in the 
competition by the weekend, but was knocked out on Satur-
day in the Round of 16.

Phillip Island’s Sage Goldsbury was knocked out in the 
Round of 16 by eventual winner Sophie McCulloch.
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A report from Phillip Island Pony Club

It’s been a busy and great start 
to our 135th year at Phillip Island 
Pony Club (yes that’s right we have 
been around since 1887!)

Over the school holidays we held 
our annual PIPC Summer Camp 
Rally. With perfect summer condi-
tions it was great to see a number 
of riders and their families attend.

The first day entailed Dressage with 
Amy Smith, Cross country with Ian 
Chambers and show jumping with 
Ethan with all the kids having a lot 
of fun and learning from the coaches.

With the warm weather the po-
nies got a nice break whilst the kids 
went for a swim at Ventnor and then 
some slip and slide fun.

After a sleepout under the stars 
in their swags everyone was excit-
ed to get up for the second day of 
horsey fun.

It was great to see the riders on the 
second day grow in confidence from 
the lessons the day before and put it 
into practice.

Big thank you to PIPC DC Amy 
Woolley, the coaches and the com-
mittee for running and putting on a 
successful camp!

On January 30, riders Gabe 
Smith and Meyanna Christensen 
represented the PIPC at the West 
Gippsland Zone Dressage and 
Show Jumping Festival.

It was a great day with lots of com-
petition from around the area.

Congratulations to the riders and 
very well-behaved horses- Blu and 
Roxy, with excellent rounds on the 
course and bringing home ribbons.

On Sunday, February 5, we had 
our first home Rally of the year.

The morning entailed Show jump-
ing lessons with Amanda Price and 
also dressage with Coach Amy 
Smith.

Coach Amy was very impressed 
with the young kids and their im-

provement in the last couple of 
weeks since camp and can see all 
the hard work the riders are putting 
in with their horses.

After lunch there was a little the-
ory lesson on bridles with Felicity 
Kallstrom and then we got to the 
fun part – Mounted Games.

It was great for the two groups to 
all be together and learn some fun 
games from PIPC’s very own VIC 
Junior Mounted Games Member 
Gabe Smith.

The highlight of the day was 

definitely watching young Ella and 
Maddie on their super shetlands 
leading off their teams in bending.

Thank you again to the all the coach-
es of the day and families to make the 
day so much fun and successful.

Phillip Island Pony Club is a small, 
family orientated club located at Ly-
all Street in Ventnor.

If you are interested in joining/
sponsoring Phillip Island Pony Club 
or have any queries you can look us 
up on Facebook or email us pipcsec-
retary1@gmail.com.

Name: Giselle Smith

Age: 12

Horse: Honey

Age: 8

Height: 13.1

How old were you when you started 
riding? Four.

How long have you had your pony?  
I have had Honey for three years.

When did you start at PIPC? When I 
was five.

What’s your favourite discipline and 
why? Mounted Games because there 
is a lot of action.

What’s the best thing about PIPC?  
My favourite thing is the people.

Strzelecki region – Pennant 
bowls

Div 1: Corinella (1) 2-59 lt Leon-
gatha (2) 14-66; Phillip Island (1) 12-78 
d Phillip Island (2) 4-59; Korumburra 
(1) 12-72 d Inverloch (1) 4-71; Leon-
gatha (1) 14-68 d Wonthaggi (1) 2-52.

Ladder: Wonthaggi (1) 124 +138; 
Leongatha (1) 112 +128; Phillip Island 
(2) 92 +1; Phillip Island (2) 87 -25; Ko-
rumburra (1) 87 -135; Inverloch (1) 84 
+70; Leongatha (2) 74 -71; Corinella 
(1) 44 -106.

Div 2: Fish Creek (1) 16-78 d Toora 
(1) 0-50; Phillip Island (3) 14-64 d 
Loch (1) 2-56; Inverloch (2) 2-58 lt Ko-
rumburra (2) 14-67; Mirboo North (1) 
16-107 d San Remo (1) 0-50.

Ladder: Mirboo North (1) 115 +231; 
Loch (1) 103 +98; Toora (1) 94 +14; 
Phillip Island (3) 92 -59; Fish Creek 
(1) 90 +7; San Remo (1) 79 -61;  
Korumburra (2) 69 -143; Inverloch (2) 
62 -87.

Div 3: Wonthaggi (2) 14-70 d Won-
thaggi (3) 2-61; Meeniyan (1) 16-85 d 
Loch (2) 0-47; Lang Lang (1) 2-58 lt 
Inverloch (3) 14-63; Foster (1) 4-69 lt 
Mirboo North (2) 12-72.

Ladder: Wonthaggi (3) 130 +147; 
Lang Lang (1) 103 +28; Inverloch (3) 
99 +85; Foster (1) 99 +64; Wonthaggi 
(2) 98 +111; Meeniyan (1) 98 +56; Mir-
boo North (2) 48 -156; Loch (2) 29 -335.

Div 4: Corinella (2) 16-95 d Toora 
(2) 0-47; Leongatha (3) 0-52 lt Phillip 
Island (4) 16-76; Inverloch (4) 14-91 d 
Tarwin Lower (1) 2-58; Port Welsh-
pool (1) 16-98 d Korumburra (3) 0-29.

Ladder: Phillip Island (4) 144 +228; 
Port Welshpool (1) 112 +80: Leon-
gatha (3) 94 +33; Tarwin Lower (1) 91 
+56; Korumburra (3) 78 -149; Inver-
loch (4) 73 +26; Corinella (2) 58 -116; 
Toora (2) 54 -154.

Div 5: Fish Creek (2) 16-85 d Mir-
boo North (3) 0-44; Meeniyan (2) 2-70 
lt Phillip Island (5) 14-82; Lang Lang 
(2) 16-83 d Tarwin Lower (2) 0-42; 
Wonthaggi (4) – Bye.

Ladder: Phillip Island (5) 120 +109; 
Wonthaggi (4) 118 +175; Meeniyan (2) 
94 +136; Fish Creek (2) 57 -19; Lang 
Lang (2) 50 -77; Mirboo North (3) 49 
-166; Tarwin Lower (2) 40 -158.

Strzelecki region – Midweek pen-
nant bowls

Div 1: Corinella (1) 2-47 lt Inver-
loch (1) 14-72; Korumburra (1) 3-44 lt 
Meeniyan (1) 13-50. Leongatha (1) 16-
88 d San Remo (1) 0-40 Phillip Island 
(1) – Bye.

Ladder: Inverloch (1) 112 +170; Le-
ongatha (1) 99 +64; Meeniyan (1) 93 
+52; Corinella (1) 85 -52; Phillip Is-
land (1) 68 +11; Korumburra (1) 56 -21; 
San Remo (1) 15 -224.

Div 2: Toora (1) 16-66 d Lang Lang 
(1) 0-41; Foster (1) 16-68 d Tarwin 
Lower (1) 0-43; Inverloch (2) 2-47 lt 
Wonthaggi (1) 14-63; Phillip Island 
(2) – Bye.

Ladder: Wonthaggi (1) 132 +223; 
Foster (1) 118 +131; Toora (1) 75 -9; 
Tarwin Lower (1) 63 -66; Phillip Is-
land (2) 62 -35; Inverloch (2) 54 -89; 
Lang Lang (1) 24 -155.

Div 3: Port Welshpool (1) 12-41 d 
Inverloch (3) 0-27; Korumburra (2) 
12-47 d Tarwin Lower (2) 12-26; Fish 
Creek (1) 12-56 d Wonthaggi (2) 0-23; 
Mirboo North (1) 10-43 d Loch (1) 
0-30.

Ladder: Fish Creek (1) 106 +144; 
Port Welshpool (1) 99 +116; Wont-
haggi (2) 72 +138; Korumburra (2) 63 
-41; Tarwin Lower (2) 54 -100; Inver-
loch (3) 50 -33; Loch (1) 50 -49; Mirboo 
North (1) 34 -175.

Phillip Island Pony club – 
Member of the month

Pennant bowls results

Horsey fun and a 
great start to 2022

Ella and Kyra with their ponies Arty and Snooks and coach Ian Chambers at PC Camp.

Meyanna and horse Roxy at West Gippsland Zone.
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A Grade
This week had Koonwarra make 

the trip across the bridge to take on 
the Sharks fresh from their T20 final 
win last Sunday.

After winning his ninth toss in 
eleven tries Phillip Island captain 
Max Royal decided to have a bat with 
Jarrod Black getting promoted up the 
order alongside regular opener Eli 
Richards.

After Richards fell early, number 
three Shiran Rathnayake and Jarrod 
Black made a stand putting on 105 for 
the second wicket before Rathnayake 
was caught on the boundary for a 
well-made 58.

Black went on to carry his bat for the 
best part of the 40 overs, eventually 
being dismissed for a hardworking 65.

This coupled with contributions 
from Brodie Johnston (13) and Adam 
Miller (16), meant the Sharks were 
able to drag their total up to 193.

After the break regular openers Si-
mon Kirton and Tom Kiely were able 
to make early in roads with the latter 
bowling his 8 overs straight, finishing 
with 2 for 16 off 8.

This in combination with Max Roy-
al 2 for 12 off 6 and Charith Keerthis-
inghe 2 for 23 off 7 meant the Sharks 
were able to control the innings on 
their terms.

When death overs specialist Simon 
Kirton came back on, the rip through 
the tail the task proved too much for 
Koonwarra being dismissed for 103 in 
the 34th over handing the Sharks a 93-
run victory. Go Sharks!

B1 vs Korumburra
B1 headed over to the Korumburra 

Rec Reserve as the Top and bottom 
sides of the league.

Korumburra won the toss and sent 
Phillip Island in on a turf wicket, 
which looked a tinge green and like it 
may be tough work for batsmen early.

That was put to bed though as cap-
tain Steve Mclntyre put the first ball 
away for 4 through covers. This set 
the tone for the opening partnership 
as Daniel Bourke, the other opener, 
consolidated with Mclntyre to get the 
Island off to a great start. The two put 
on 95 for the first wicket as Bourke 

went for a well-made 35 as it was his 
first game in a couple of years.

Tom Blackwell comes in at first 
drop and worked it around till drinks. 
Mclntyre at drinks was on around 70, 
had been dropped multiple times, and 
was told to get to his hundred then get 
out! After drinks, a wicket fell straight 
away with Blackwell gone for 13. In 
came Tony Hornsby who along with 
Mclntyre who got his hundred and 
as stated, got out soon after for a very 
well made 101. Following him was 
Matt Dennerly and the two batted for 
most of the rest of the innings without 
trouble with Hornsby getting a well-
made 56.

We lost 3 quick wickets with Denne-
rly finishing 27 not out and the score 
7/243 off 40.

With Korumburra, needing 244 for 
victory the opening duo of brothers 
Tim and Tom Niven were set the task 
to take wickets to put this match in 
the book as a win. The batsmen bat-
ted well though putting the bad balls 
away and making it look as easy as 
the island did out in the middle. Tom 
Niven broke through though getting 
an edge and well caught by Hornsby 
the keeper.

Korumburra now 1/32 in a bit of 
trouble had seen off both the Niven 
boys with only one wicket from their 
16 combined overs. Young debutant 
Heath Womersley replaced Tim and 
Matt Dennerly replaced Tom as they 
tried to do some damage before drinks.

Womersley got his first ever B1 
wicket with a catch off his bowling by 
Tom Niven and Korumburra was 2/95 
at drinks.

After drinks Womersley continued 
as Clint Wilson came on from the 
other end replacing Dennerly. The two 
bowled well in a partnership and had 
Korumburra 7/127 with Womersley 
and Dennerly taking three apiece.

One of the Korumburra openers 
batted the whole innings as no one 
could get him, In an act of desperation 
Mclntyre took the ball and bowled one 
of the worst overs B grade have ever 
seen, and let the Keeper Hornsby bowl 
who injured his knee in the process. 
Korumburra ended up 8/164 from 40.

RSL Man of the Match was Steven 
McIntyre.

B2 cricket
This week the Sharks travelled to 

loch to take on Nyora.
Nyora won the toss and sent the 

Sharks in, the skipper decided to 
change the order a bit to give a few 
people a hit.

Nyora were bowling really well and 
soon had the Sharks 2/21.

Tolley joined Epifano looking to 
build a partnership which they did, 
and the Sharks were 2/50 at drinks.

Epifano fell not long after drinks 
leaving the Sharks 3/65 which soon 
turned into 5/76 after some quick 
wickets from Nyora.

Womersley joined Tolley who was 
starting to hit the ball cleanly.

The Sharks lost another three quick 
wickets including the set batsman in 
Tolley who made a well-made 47 to 
have the Sharks in trouble at 8/100, 
and soon all out for 110.

The Sharks really needed to bowl 
well with Nyora only needing 111 to 
win.

They got off to good start win with 
Tyce kleverkamp getting an early 
wicket in his first over.

Kleverkamp created a run-out off 
his own bowling in his second over 

and had Nyora 2/11 off four overs.
Kleverkamp and Parsons were 

bowling tight in tandem, soon Par-
sons had his first, the next ball anoth-
er to have Nyora 4/15 after eight overs.

Nyora looked to consolidate but 
Parsons had other ideas and stuck 
twice to leave Nyora 6/31 off 12 overs. 
Parsons finished with 4/18.

The Sharks were on top and push-
ing to get the last four wickets but 
some clean hitting from the Nyora 
batsman looked to turn the game, 
However Nyora soon fell to the spin of 
Dayson who took a great caught and 
bowled to have Nyora 7/64.

Dayson picked up his two wicket 
and was bowling well 2/6 off five 
overs.

Womersley chimed in to get the last 
two wickets and finished with 2/12 off 
7.4 overs to have Nyora all out for 76.

The Local Derby, C2 cricket
For the first time in the PIDCC his-

tory, two sides played each other for 
premiership points at Rhyll on Sun-
day.

The Yellows won the toss and sent 
the Blues into bat.

Manning and Excell opened for the 
Blues, but Excell was gone early with 

Kleverkamp cleaning him up for a 
duck.

Muscat joined Manning and the 
pair put on a 62-run stand which 
ended when Manning skied one off 
Huther and was caught by Ross.

Allan trapped Muscat LBW for 
well-made 42.

Fall smashed the ball around be-
fore debutant Harry Arceo cleaned 
bowled him for 38.

Francis (24) and Cleary (23) both 
were run out; a direct hit from the 
President and Yellows skipper, Dan 
McCausland and one to Dave Fusina-
to.

Patterson smashed a quick 18 be-
fore being bowled by Kleverkamp, 
whose next ball bowled Boyack and 
completed a hattrick when he got 
Macmillan LBW.

An outstanding effort by 
Kleverkamp, finishing with 4/33.

Arceo ended on 12 not out and the 
Blues were 9/188.

The Yellows opened with Kenter and 
Dave Fusinato, the pair started well 
before Kenter snicked one through to 
Patterson off Falls bowling.

Thomas Macmillan grabbed the 
next two wickets when Allan skied 
one to Excell and Duggan was LBW.

Niven was also given LBW without 
troubling the scorers off Falls bowling 
and Boyack got Dave Fusinato LBW 
for 16.

Dmac came to the crease and he 
and Ross built a partnership, both 
players scoring quickly.

It was broken when Dmac was 
stumped off Johnston for 31.

George McClausland joined Ross 
and they continued the quick scoring 
until George hit one straight to Excell.

Ross continued to smash the ball 
around and was only stopped when 
Johnston took a great catch to end his 
knock.

A well made 47 for Ross, a superb 
performance.

Drew Fusinato went out first ball, 
caught by Boyack off Francis, and 
Huther (6 no) and Kleverkamp (19 no) 
were the not out batsmen as the Yel-
lows fell 29 runs short.

A fantastic game of cricket played 
in great spirits, fitting of the Pink 
Stumps day!

Several hundred people turned 
out to watch the Phillip Island 
Cricket Club C2 sides battle it out 
on Pink Stumps Day.

It was the first ever derby be-
tween the two sides, with Blue 
clinching victory by 29 runs.

In a fantastic day, friends, family 

and club supporters embraced the 
pink theme, raising at least $2000 
for the McGrath Foundation, with 
the fundraising tally yet to be fi-
nalised.

The foundation provides support 
for individuals and their families 
experiencing breast cancer.

In the pink – cricketers raise money for cancer

Andrew Tolley provided enter-
tainment on the day.

Gillian Gilbert from Wig sisters, 
who make wigs for cancer pa-
tients, was the guest speaker.

In a fantastic day, friends, family and 
club supporters embraced the pink 
theme, raising at least $2000 for the 
McGrath Foundation.

Bryce Lawrence, Molly McIntyre, Maya Womersley and Georgia 
Niven embraced the pink spirit of the event.

For the first time in the PIDCC history, two sides played each other for 
premiership points at Rhyll on Sunday. Winning C2 Captain Mick Cleary 
with family Bec, Ethan and Liam.

Controlling Sharks crush Koonwarra
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au
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216 COWES-RHYLL ROAD, RHYLL

• Totally self sufficient, 7-star energy rated home
• Set on 4.48ha (approx.) with sweeping views 

of Westernport Bay and French Island
• 3 bedrooms/1 bathroom/4 cars
CONTACT AGENT

• Near new home situated in the Whytesands 
Estate

• Open plan kitchen, living & dining with side 
courtyard off kitchen

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars
$840,000 TO $870,000

39 GRAMPIAN BLVD, COWES

• Once in a lifetime property set on 33.5 acres 
(approx.)

• Stunning 4 bedroom/2 bathroom 
contemporary home

• Machinery shed, 4 dams and excellent fencing
AUCTION SATURDAY 12 MARCH  
@ 2PM ON SITE

292 PHILLIP ISLAND ROAD, SAN REMO
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It was a brilliant birthday on 
Saturday for Phillip Island’s 
Sophie Fletcher, when she was 
crowned the Victorian Open 
Women’s champion for 2022.

In a big day of surfing for So-
phie who was also competing in 
the WSL QS1000 event (see sepa-
rate story), she unfortunately was 
knocked out of the Open event in 
the semi-finals. Regardless, her 
prior results left her in top posi-
tion at the end of the day and with 
the state title in hand.

“It’s nice to take home a state 
title especially here at Phillip Is-
land,” said Sophie.

“The waves turned on for us to-
day so it couldn’t have been bet-
ter!”

Xavier Huxtable (Jan Juc) is 

the Men’s Victorian Open State 
Champion.

Both Fletcher and Huxtable will 
gain a spot in the Rip Curl Pro 
Trials event to be held at Bells 
Beach in April.

“The Rip Curl Pro Trials is the 
biggest event of the year for us 
Victorians. It’s such a great op-
portunity to have the chance to 
surf in a Championship Tour 
event. I’m looking forward to 
getting over there and surfing at 
Bells,” said Sophie.

On an Instagram post, Sophie 
said: “I love home, full of sun, 
surfing, friends and family”.

“Thank you to everyone who 
came down to watch me compete 
and celebrate my birthday this 
weekend.”

The final round of the three-
event Victorian Open series was 
held as part of the Phillip Island 
Pro in clean, solid waves at Cape 
Woolamai on Sunday providing 
the perfect end to the series.

Jan Juc’s Angela Ball took out 
the women’s event round win in 
her biggest career result finish-
ing with a heat total of 8.33.

In a final that went down to the 
wire, Cody Robinson (Jan Juc) took 
out the third event of the series fin-
ishing with a 12.06 heat total.

Phillip Island’s Sophie Fletcher 
was crowned the 2022 Victorian 
Open Women’s champion after 
winning rounds one and two of 
the series.

Xavier Huxtable of Jan Juc took 
out the Men’s Victorian Open 
State Champion.

Phillip Island’s Harry de Roth 
had a chance at the siren to leap-

frog into the lead and secure the 
state title. Needing a 5.66 wave, 
he fell agonisingly short with a 
5.37 (out of a possible 10), leaving 
Huxtable as the ratings leader 
and State Champion.

Other Phillip Islanders compet-
ing in the event across the week-
end included Poppy Corbett, Sage 
Goldsbury, Luke Archibald, Carl 
Wright and Codie Jeffery.

Codie won the last round of the 
Men’s series held at Gunnamatta 
at the end of January.

The Victorian Indigenous In-
vitational was also run bringing 
together the top eight indigenous 
surfers from around Victoria.

Twelve-time Victorian Indige-
nous Champion Jordie Campbell 
(Torquay) took out the event final 
over Phillip Island’s Steffan Kros-
na, Anthony Hume from Torquay 
and Tyler Duell of Phillip Island.

This year’s Victorian Open champions, Sophie Fletcher of Phillip 
Island and Xavier Huxtable of Jan Juc. Presentations were made at 
the conclusion of round three of the series at Cape Woolamai on the 
weekend. Photo: Liam Robertson, Surfing Victoria.

Victorian Open concludes at Cape Woolamai

A champion birthday for Sophie
It was a brilliant birthday on Saturday for Phillip Island’s Sophie Fletcher, when she was crowned the Victorian Open Women’s champion 
for 2022. Photo: Liam Robertson, Surfing Victoria.

Sophie in action on the waves over the weekend competition, 
Photo: Liam Robertson, Surfing Victoria.
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