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Rugs10% OFF

Huge range instore
Check out our rug studio

155 Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au

Ph: 5952 1488
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For boats and caravans call Mike 0408 547 677
For general storage call Kristina 5952 6633
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COWES SELF STORAGE

BOAT CARAVAN RV STORAGE

52-54 Thompson Ave, Cowes  PH: 5952 5100

SOLAR POWER now available to each unit for battery charging. No extra cost.  

FULLY SECURED—FULL SURVEILLANCE

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

ADVERTISERPHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO
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Local students laughed, clapped and cheered as Wonthaggi Secondary College Principal Darren Parker, Education Minister James Merlino and Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale, 
turned the sod to mark the start of construction of the new junior campus in San Remo. For full coverage of the event last Thursday, turn to page 8.

While supermarkets were frantic, 
last week’s snap lockdown brought 
more heartache for many island 
businesses.

Sarah Pedersen from Citrus and 
Vine described the situation as 
“devastating”, saying they had tak-
en a signifi cant hit.

“I can’t believe this has happened 
again,” she told the Advertiser.

“Last year we lost Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day and now we’ve lost 
Valentine’s Day.”

She said 75 per cent of the restau-
rant was booked for Sunday, includ-
ing the whole children’s area.

“This area is popular for families, 
as the parents can have their meal 
in peace while the kids play in the 
indoor playground.”

She said opening for takeaway wasn’t 
an option, due to high running costs, 
but she tried a snap sale to offl oad ex-
cess produce on Friday night.

“I had to do a super sale for take 
away, to try and sell as much stock 
as we could to avoid spoilt food.”

Selling the food at close to cost 
meant there was no profi t margin 
for the business, and a lot was also 
given away to staff.

She estimates the lockdown has 
cost them close to $8000.

“We have no idea how we’re going 
to fi nd this extra income.”

On top of this, the restaurant land-
lords are again upping the rent, be-
cause of the increase in income over 
summer.

“We did have a good summer trade, 

however this does not make up for 
the thousands of dollars we have lost 
since March 2020,” Sarah said.

“We feel for everyone at this time 
and our fellow restaurants and ca-
fes here. I’ll be supporting as many 
as I can while they do takeaway, but 
unfortunately we just can’t afford to 
be open.”

Neil Gillin, who runs Rusty Water 
Brewery Restaurant and Bar and 
Beach HQ restaurant said the lock-
down had a signifi cant fi nancial im-
pact on both businesses.

“With Valentine’s Day falling on 
the Sunday, we had many bookings 
across the weekend from Saturday 
lunch through to Sunday night, 
most of which were travelling to the 
island for the weekend.

“We lost more than 200 people at 
each venue in bookings, and that 
fi gure doesn’t take into consider-
ation the number of walk-ins or 
bookings on the day.”

Worst timing
For Jo Brooks at Flowers of Phillip 

Island, the lockdown couldn’t have 
come at a worse time, with Valen-
tine’s Day traditionally one of the 
busiest days of the year.

Although she estimated business 
over the weekend was down about 50 
per cent, Jo said she was “grateful to 
have had the store shopfront open”.

“It hasn’t been too bad, and locals 
have been very supportive, which is 
lovely.

“You just have to run with it … 

what else can you do?”
“I’m very sad for all the other lo-

cal businesses around the town who 
would have lost not only income, 
but have had to probably throw a lot 
of fresh stock out,” she said.

The snap decision to lock down 
the state also hit the wedding sector 
hard, with several weddings can-
celled at local venues.

Katie Jeffery from Graze Farm to 
Plate said she has bookings to cater 
for two weddings this coming week-
end (February 20).

While one wedding is still plan-
ning to go ahead, the other has 
decided to cancel due to lockdown 
uncertainty and the couple are “ab-
solutely devastated”.

Continued page 9

Let’s get this 
building started!

Devastation for business
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M:	0466	746	749
E:	info@bwdsolar.com.au
W:	www.bwdsolar.com.au

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

M: 0466 746 749
E: info@bwdsolar.com.au
W: www.bwdsolar.com.au

Free quotes 
tailored to suit 
your energy 
needs.
STC Rebates
Vic Government 
Rebates
Steve Williams
Frank Bilson  

Solar Power Phillip Island & Surrounds

Call for a Free Quote—Steve 0466746749

   BWD Solar Pty Ltd     ABN 15 621 481 696  
M: 0466 746 749   E: info@bwdsolar.com.au

• Local Company

• Local Tradespersons

• Save $$$ on electricity

• Residential PV Systems

• Commercial PV Systems

• www.bwdsolar.com.au
M: 0466 746

749

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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Free Quotes 
tailored to suit 
your energy 
needs

STC Rebates 

Vic Government Rebates

Steve Williams

Frank Bilson

Solar Power Phillip Island & Surrounds

Call for a Free Quote – Steve 0466 746 749

•    Local Company
•    Local Tradespersons
•    Save $$$ on electricity
•    Residential PV Systems 
•    Commercial PV Systems
•    www.bwdsolar.com.au
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Don’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922
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The number of Phillip Island-
ers with confirmed cases of Ross 
River virus continues to grow.

The Department of Health has 
now put the number of cases at 15 
(see separate story).

Peter Kelly’s partner Lyn 
Greene was diagnosed on Febru-
ary 9, and he’s frustrated by the 
response from the authorities.

He said it took three trips to the 
doctor – one to the Urgent Care 
Centre in Cowes and two to a lo-
cal GP – before a blood test was 
taken for Ross River virus.

And that’s despite Lyn display-
ing classic symptoms of the virus, 
including swollen joints, tingling 
and “shocking aches and pains”.

The lack of awareness and in-
formation from authorities has 
frustrated the couple.

“The medical authorities are 
virtually denying that there is 
anything wrong,” Peter said.

“As far as I’m concerned, it’s 
as bad as Covid. We need to put 
pressure on someone to do some-
thing about it and inform people 
officially.

“The more we talk to different 
people, the more we hear of peo-
ple who have it.

“It’s running riot on the island.”
He’s concerned more locals or 

holiday makers might contract 
the disease.

The Advertiser is aware of two 
visitors from Melbourne who 
tested positive for Ross River vi-
rus, after holidaying in Cowes 
from December 26 to January 6.

Bedridden
Peter said Lyn was virtually 

bedridden when he took her to 
the Hub three weeks ago.

“She was told to take Panadol and 
Neurofen and go and see her GP.

“We went and saw the GP who 
did a blood test but didn’t test for 
Ross River.”

The doctor prescribed anti-in-
flammatories, but Lyn and Peter 
still had no idea what was caus-
ing her symptoms.

Then the couple read the Adver-
tiser story about other islanders 
being diagnosed with Ross River 
virus.

They went back to the doctor and 
asked for a Ross River virus test.

There was then an anxious 10-
day wait for the test results.

“It took over a week to come 
back, because the clinical place 
had run out of test kits.

“The fact that the labs had run 
out, that’s deplorable,” Peter said.

Finally getting a diagnosis has 

been an emotional relief, despite 
providing no actual relief for the 
symptoms.

And with her course of ste-
roids about to run out, Peter and 
Lyn are worried about what lies 
ahead.

“They (the steroids) only ob-
scured the pain, and when you 
come off them, the pain and ev-
erything is back.

“She’s at the stage where she 
can only shuffle along, because 
she’s all stiff, sore and swollen.”

There is no treatment or cure 
for Ross River virus and most 
people’s symptoms subside after 
several weeks.

However some people may ex-
perience reoccurring symptoms 
over a year or more.

Peter said he’s positive Lyn 
picked up the virus on Phillip Is-
land and hopes telling their story 
will build awareness in the com-
munity.

“We live on Harbison Road, 
right in the middle of the island. 
Because of Covid, we haven’t 
been far in the last three months.”

Their proximity to Oswin Rob-
erts Reserve, and a dam on their 
property means there’s plenty of 
breeding spaces for mozzies.

He’s hoping authorities act 

quickly to address the issue.
However health authorities have 

stressed anyone with the virus is 
not contagious, as the virus is not 
transmitted from human to human.

Prevention
Prevention is your best protec-

tion from Ross River virus, and 
taking measures to avoid mos-
quito bites is a critical step.

• Wear loose-fitting clothing 
when outdoors.

• Use mosquito repellents con-
taining DEET or picaridin on ex-
posed skin.

• Try to limit outdoor activity if 
lots of mosquitoes are about (usu-
ally dusk and dawn).

• Make sure there is no stag-
nant water where mosquitoes can 
breed around your home.

• On holidays make sure your 
accommodation is properly fitted 
with mosquito netting or screens.

• Don’t forget the kids – it’s 
safer to spray or rub insect repel-
lents on their clothes rather than 
directly onto their skin.

See The Better Health Chan-
nel’s ‘Beat the Bite’ campaign, for 
advice on how to prevent Ross 
River Fever: www.betterhealth.
vic.gov.au/campaigns/beat-the-
bite.

A spray can bandit was on the loose 
tagging signage around Newhaven and 
Cape Woolamai last week.

The outside billboard at the Visitor 
Information Centre at Newhaven was 
tagged, spraying across signs for wildlife 
protection and Chinese New Year.

The entrance sign to Cape Woolamai 
near Cleeland Road, was also hit.

Bass Coast Shire Council’s outdoor 
team responded quickly, with all the 
graffiti removed by Friday morning.

Signage  
defaced

Another Islander confirmed 
with Ross River fever

A spray can bandit tagged signage at the Newhaven Visitor Information Centre late last week.
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We Sell More. 
To fi nd out what your biggest asset is really worth contact our award winning team today. 

5952 5100 

Joshua Dunstan
General Manager 

0407 558 933

Mike Foenander
Executive Residential 
& Commercial Sales

0408 547 677

Jenni Kent
Property Consultant

 0428 566 643

Greg Davis
Property Consultant

 0488 279 740

Jaime Morris
Property Consultant

 0408 367 310

Michael Wilkinson
Property Consultant

0439 783 294

Oscar Price
Property Consultant 

0467 360 260

52-54 Thompson Avenue    
obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes

Congratulations to our fantastic sales team for 
winning Number 1 o�  ce in the OBrien Real Estate 
Group for the October – December quarter 2020.
Congratulations also to Jaime Morris Number 4, 
Mike Foenander Number 7 and Greg Davis 
Number 10 top agents for the quarter within 
the group.
A great result during a di�  cult year.

Bass Coast Shire is believed 
to be paying $2.7 million for the 
purchase of the carnival land, 
after a final agreement with the 
owners, avoiding the need for 
compulsory acquisition.

Carnival owner Brian Wat-
kins this week told the Adver-
tiser the shire had agreed to 
pay the price, with $2.2 million 
for the value of the land – at 
the intersection of Phillip Is-
land and Ventnor Roads – and 
$500,000 for compensation.

However Mr Watkins said 
he remained unhappy with the 
compensation amount and was 
now considering further legal 
action against the shire.

“They’ve more or less ha-
rassed us to settle. They had 
us by the short and curlies. I 
wasn’t keen to settle but my 
wife can’t sleep and wanted to 
get it done,” he said.

“I’m going to talk to my law-
yer about the best way to do this 
but I want compensation for all 
the worry and troubles. I had 
my kidney out six months ago 
and then chemotherapy, which 
is all caused by the stress.”

Mr Watkins said he had re-
fused to sign a confidentiality 
agreement, as requested by the 
shire, which would have stopped 
him revealing the price tag.

The 78-year-old added that 
according to the shire’s time-
line, final settlement on the 
16ha land would take place in 
April but his family of about 12 
– who call the property home – 
have until June 6 to leave.

“But we’ve got nowhere to go. 
There’s nothing near to buy, 
we’ve been looking for months, 
except for land in woop woop, 
where you can’t run a carnival.

“I won’t be leaving for 
months. It will take an army to 
get me out of here.

“We’ve got giant shipping 
containers we have to take 
somewhere.”

Last Friday at 6pm shire 
CEO Ali Wastie released a me-
dia statement confirming they 
had “reached an agreement for 
the purchase of the property 
commonly referred to as the 
Carnival site from the vendor 
(Watkins family).”

“Council has not used its 
compulsory acquisition pow-
ers for the purchase of this 
site,” Ms Wastie said.

“The sale was negotiated 
and agreed to with the vendor 
on a voluntary basis. The rel-
evant contracts and support-

ing documentation are being 
finalised.”

The statement said the land 
will be home to the Phillip Is-
land Aquatics and Recreation 
Precinct, which “will provide 
Phillip Island with essential 
recreation and aquatics facil-
ity to improve the health and 
wellbeing of the local commu-
nity and visitors to the Island”.

Phillip Island Aquatic Centre 
Fund secretary Peter McMahon 
this week welcomed the news.

“It’s great to see after 30 
years of trying, a location ap-
pears to be secured for a pool 
on the recreational precinct 
block,” Mr McMahon said.

Last year Victoria’s Planning 
Minister approved compulsory 
acquisition of the land by the 

shire for a proposed sports hub, 
including a community pool.

The Watkins closed the car-
nival for the last time on the 
Australia Day long weekend 
after more than 20 years at the 
location, and after about five 
decades of visiting the island, 
which had become a home 
base while they travelled Aus-
tralia through the year with 
the carnival.

The Watkins were plan-
ning to retire on the land and 
council had several years ago 
approved a building permit 
for their home and soon after 
notified them of plans to com-
pulsory acquire. 

For more about the back-
ground and history of the pur-
chase of this site, turn to page 7.

The Department of Health advised there are now 
15 confirmed cases of the Ross River virus in the 
Bass Coast Shire.

However there are no official warnings in place, as 
the virus is not transmitted through human contact.

“Ross River virus occurs across most parts of Aus-
tralia and Victoria,“ a department spokesperson said.

“People should always take personal measures to 
avoid mosquito bites, particularly in coastal regions 
which are conducive to the breeding of mosquitoes.

“Numbers of mosquitoes naturally fluctuate based 
on the local environment. Residents and visitors in 
all areas of the state should be aware of the potential 
of mosquito-borne illness and the need to avoid be-
ing bitten.

“There are simple steps we can all take to protect 
against mosquito-borne diseases such as wearing 
long, loose fitting clothes, using repellents containing 
picaridin or DEET on exposed skin and trying to lim-
it outdoor activities if lots of mosquitoes are around.”

Bass Coast Shire Council confirmed a mosquito 
monitoring program run by Bass Coast Landcare 
with support from Council is underway and is sched-
uled to run through until March.

“There are currently eight sites on Phillip Island 
that are part of this program,” the shire spokesper-
son said.

The council again said they had not been officially 
notified of any confirmed cases, but stressed “this is 
not something we would normally be notified about 
at the current levels”.

“There is currently a Chief Health Officer (CHO) 
advisory for the Geelong and Bellarine area which is 
experiencing higher than normal seasonal cases of 
Ross River Virus,” the spokesperson said.

“This advisory does not currently apply to Bass 
Coast. Should the CHO issue an alert in Bass Coast, 
Council will provide an updated message to the com-
munity through its website, social media platforms 
and local media outlets.

“The Beat the Bite campaign on the Better Health 
Channel provides advice on how the public can pro-
tect themselves and homes against mosquito trans-
mitted diseases.“

Bass Coast Health has recommended anyone expe-
riencing common Ross River virus symptoms – such 
as joint swelling and pain, fatigue and muscle aches, 
rashes and fever – should see their GP, who can orga-
nise a blood test.

Ross River cases 
now at fifteen

Carnival owner Brian Watkins said he had refused to sign a confidentiality agreement, as 
requested by the shire, which would have stopped him revealing the price tag.

Carnival land finally reaches 
seven figure settlement
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Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.
Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820.

46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820

russell.broadbent.mp@aph.gov.au

03 5623 2064

Russell.Broadbent.94

Supporting local business, 
creates local jobs.

RUSSELL
BROADBENT MP
Federal Member for Monash

A1 Plaques specialise in cast bronze and 
aluminium plaques guaranteed to last a lifetime. 

Our bronze is protected by a Baked Enamel 
coating ensuring a quality finish to all our works. 

We can also provide engraved plaques in  
Stainless and Aluminium.

We pride ourselves in servicing any request  
with regard to design, artwork, size and shape. 

Offering consultancy throughout the design  
period to ensure our clients are completely 

satisfied, our products are of the highest quality 
and competitive pricing, delivered to you in a 

timely manner.
We service all industries including Cemeteries, 

RSLs, Councils, Churches, Pet Memorials  
and more.

Please visit our website to view a  
comprehensive product range.

Australian Plaques

1300 558 812
www.a1plaquesheadoffice.com.au
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It’s time to support Australian foundries

GROUP HEAD OFFICE

“Another Happy Customer,
Your Word-of-Mouth is Our Motivation”

San Remo residents have de-
scribed a proposed fifth storey 
amendment to a controversial de-
velopment as a “blight” and “outra-
geous”.

Residents and businesses look set 
to fight the amendments – made by 
the developer at the last minute – 
to the already approved $6 million 
complex at 131-133 Marine Parade.

Locals battled the initial plans in 
2019, with Bass Coast Shire coun-
cillors rejecting the proposal be-
cause of concerns about parking, 
car stackers and height, but with 
VCAT overturning council and ap-
proving plans last year.

The approved plans are for a 
22-apartment complex with four 
retail shops at four-storeys high, 
above San Remo’s three-storey 
height limit.

Now the developer has lodged an 
amendment, seeking approval to 
add a fifth storey, 151m2 “penthouse” 
comprised of a living room and deck 
area on the roof of the building.

Underneath the retail area, the 
developer wants to add a 345m2 
basement for storage as well as car 
stacker pits.

A visual impact assessment re-
port lodged with the amendment 
states the proposed fifth storey 
will be “mostly concealed from the 
public view due to its location in the 
centre of the building”.

The application says the proposed 
amendments will provide “positive 
outcomes”, as they do not require 
additional car parking, will not 
affect vehicle or pedestrian move-
ment, and do not change the devel-
opment at street level.

So far two objections have been 

lodged against the amendment, 
with others seeking an extension 
on time to lodge their submissions 
with the shire.

Submissions can only address 
the amendments, with the applica-
tion to be heard at a council meeting 
only if a certain number of objec-
tions are received, or if the applica-
tion is called in.

If the amendment is not approved 
by Council, the developer may 
choose to go to VCAT.

Angry
One objection said it was “bad 

enough that VCAT gave the devel-
oper the go ahead to build a four-
storey monolith on the site”, against 
the decision of council.

“To seek to take it to yet another 
level is both impudent and outra-
geous,” wrote the objector.

They said San Remo was grow-
ing but “it remains a small seaside 
town” with an overlay stating build-
ings should not exceed three storeys.

“VCAT ruled the design’s step 

back of the four storeys would pre-
vent the building looming over Ma-
rine Parade.

“I suggest a further storey would 
cancel out that suggested ameliora-
tion … five storeys would well ex-
ceed the overlay ruling.”

The objector said any expansion 
to the development would add to 
traffic and parking woes.

“Marine Parade is already chaotic 
(during peak season). There is insuf-
ficient parking and the turn off from 
Phillip Island Road onto Marine Pa-
rade and into Bergin Grove becomes 
very dangerous and often impatient 
drivers lined up in four directions.

“The intersection is one building 
away from 131-133 Marine Parade.”

Blight
A second objector described the 

amendment as “a blight on San Remo”.
“This building is more suited to 

inner Melbourne not San Remo,” 
the submission states.

“The public doesn’t want this 
type of construction for San Remo. 

Council has a responsibility to fight 
to ensure this doesn’t happen.

“Dwelling sizes are too small, the 
quantity of apartments is too great, 
the number of levels is too many.”

The objector questioned the pur-
pose of the fifth storey living room.

“Details of the rooms use is under-
stated,” asking whether it would be 
used for self-contained accommo-
dation or a granny flat in the future.

“What assurances and policing will 
be provided to ensure the room’s fu-
ture use for years to come is as stated?”

They said photos with the plan-
ning amendment were “not a true 
representation of the actual impact 
the building will have on the neigh-
bourhood”.

“The development will be high-
ly visible. It will be seen from all 
points of the compass.

“It will have a significant impact 
on the vista, dominate the skyline 
and is completely out of character 
for San Remo.”

The objector said only 40 car spac-
es for the entire development was 
already insufficient, with the pro-
posed additional car stacker system 
not catering to any customers.

“There is only one alternative for 
the development’s customers and 
overflow parking: the supermarket 
car park.

“All other developments in San 
Remo have complied with council 
parking requirements. Why won’t 
this developer comply?”

With no street parking close to 
the development, the objector said 
the parking shortfall would “have 
an adverse economic impact on oth-
er businesses in San Remo … and 
will increase traffic congestion”.

The new planning permit proposes a fifth storey amendment to the original plans for the complex on Marine Parade, San Remo, which 
was approved by VCAT last year, after Bass Coast Shire Councillors rejected the proposal.

San Remo fifth storey 
“penthouse” sparks anger

A green pool is the ideal breeding 
ground for mosquitoes.

With 15 confirmed cases of Ross River 
virus in the area, Bill Haslett from Pris-
tine Pools in Cowes has warned pool own-
ers not to let their pools go green.

“A green pool is a 100 per cent mozzie 
attraction,” he said.

The current weather condition, “a little 
bit of rain and then sunshine” could turn a 
pool green overnight.

“Mozzies can breed in there very quick-
ly, faster than in a swamp.”

With the Ross River virus present on the 
island, he said it was more important than 
ever to keep the pool water properly treated.

“Pool shops are classed as an essential 
service, so we stay open even during lock-
down,” Bill said, explaining Pristine Pools 
offered a Click and Collect service during 
the current lockdown.

If you need supplies for your pool, you 
can visit Pristine Pool’s Facebook page or 
website. Anyone needing advice can also 
contact Bill on 0438 751 268.

Keep your 
pool clean … 
not green

A spokesperson for Bass Coast Shire 
Council said the issues at school pick-up 
and drop-off times raised by parents and 
principals (see page 6) was timely, “as 
there have been a number of safety con-
cerns around our school zones”.

“We want to remind the community that 
the reduced speed limits, school crossings 
and parking restrictions around schools 
are in place to improve the movements of 
traffic during peak times and maximise 
safety for children and all road users.

“Drivers need to approach school cross-
ings at 40km/hr or less, watch for children 
and remember that school crossings must 
be completely vacated of all pedestrians, 
including the Crossing Supervisor, before 
driving through.”

The spokesperson also condemned the 
attacks on the school crossing supervisors.

“There is no place or time that it is ap-
propriate to abuse one of our highly val-
ued Crossing Supervisors.

“The rules which each of our Supervi-
sors are trained for are there to help en-
sure the safety of children, pedestrians 
and motorists around each of our schools 
and streets. Please continue to adhere to 
the local rules and ensure the ongoing 
safety of our children.

“We would like to remind the commu-
nity that it is an offence to stop or park in 
a bus zone, within 10 metres of an inter-
section or double park, even if it is for a 
short time.

“We recommend parking in designated 
areas or a bit further away and enjoy a 
short stroll to and from school.

“Let’s all play our part and help keep our 
community safe.”

Timely  
reminder

San Remo locals say the six million dollar will be erected on this 
vacant site in Marine Parade



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W ed  n esda    y,  F e b r u ar  y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 1 5

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY, CONSULT MAY BE REQUIRED, DEPOSIT REQUIRED

@ R E G E N E R E R M E D I C A LC O S M E T I C S

3 FULL AREAS OF ANTI WRINKLE

$499*

PH: 9555 8401

GIVE ME
THE WORKS

One of the island’s most popular at-
tractions has spent the past two and 
a half years battling with Telstra over 
its internet service.

Geoff Moed from A Maze ‘N Things 
said it’s been “beyond frustrating” 
trying to organise a suitable internet 
connection for the business.

“We’re forever having internet and 
Telstra issues,” he said.

After initially being told NBN could 
be connected via the business’ second 
phone line, Telstra is now claiming 
the line is at a different address. Geoff 
is unsure how the confusion arose.

“I’ve gone through the whole thing 
with numerous staff more than six 
times.

“They’ve sent me the NBN modem 
to install and a technician arrived on 
site to connect it, but then said, ‘this is 
the wrong address’.

Despite A Maze ‘N Things operat-
ing the two lines for more than 25 
years, Telstra is insisting the address 
for the second phone line is about 300 
metres down the road from the at-
traction.

“The two lines definitely go to A 
Maze ‘N Things, at 1805 Phillip Is-
land Road, but Telstra insist it’s at 
number 2115,” said Geoff.

“So we can’t get the NBN connect-
ed. It’s been a nightmare.”

Without the internet, the attraction 
cannot run EFTPOS payments or the 
office modem and computers.

Geoff installed an NBN satellite, 
with an ADSL line as a back-up if the 
satellite drops out.

But then he hit another Telstra 
problem.

“The problem is, we pay for the 
ADSL and they say you can get up to 
20 mbps, whereas we’re lucky to get 1.2 
mbps, and it often drops to 0.5 mbps.

“It’s about five per cent of what we 
potentially should get. If the satellite 

goes down, there’s just enough band-
width to run the EFTPOS machines, 
but we can’t do any work on the inter-
net”, he said.

And in the last few weeks, he said 
NBN actually disconnected the line 
leaving the business susceptible to 
loss of EFTPOS facilities and net-
works.

“So they not only wouldn’t correct 
their initial mistakes, but made it 
worse by disconnecting the line.

“The problem is that no one takes 
responsibility for their stuff ups.

“They tell you they will fix it, and 

then nothing happens … and there 
are no repercussions.

“Even the threat of public exposure 
leads to half-hearted promises to fix 
the problem, and then nothing hap-
pens again. And no one is responsible!”

A solution in sight?
“We’ve been working with the 

customer to resolve these issues and 
have listened to their concerns,” a 
Telstra spokesperson said last week, 
after the Advertiser contacted them 
about the situation.

“We’ve spoken to NBN about cor-

recting the addresses linked to the 
service numbers and we’ve trans-
ferred the service to the right address.

“Sometimes there can be issues 
with service number addresses 
in back end systems, which we’ve 
worked to resolve in this instance,” 
the spokesperson said.

“Now that the service number and 
address issues are being rectified, 
we’re speaking to the customer about 
NBN services for their account and 
we’re getting our technical teams to 
look into the ADSL line speed issue.”

The spokesperson said ADSL line 

speeds can be influenced by a num-
ber of factors including distance to 
the exchange.

“We know how frustrating it can 
be when our customers run into 
problems like this and we’re sorry it’s 
taken us time to resolve.”

However Geoff said the confusion 
over the address of his company’s 
second line still hadn’t been resolved.

In fact, all Telstra had done was 
contact him to confirm the main 
phone line was actually connected to 
the A Maze ‘N Thing address.

“It is laughable that the first num-
ber they quote is our main number 
and it hasn’t (that I know of) been 
connected anywhere else in the last 
29 years,” Geoff said.

“There were no problems with 
that number, but they are happy 
that they have confirmed that ev-
erything was OK!

“However, the phone number that 
has been the cause of their confu-
sion, is “still waiting to be updated”. 
It’s over two years now and I am still 
waiting!”

Geoff said it appeared Telstra did 
disconnect the second phone line last 
week, which explains the internet 
problems plaguing the business.

He also brushed aside the claim that 
Telstra understood his frustration, say-
ing all the company offered was “bro-
ken promises and hollow platitudes”.

“They don’t really know how frus-
trating it is, because I bet they aren’t 
losing sleep over it, and they still 
hadn’t resolved it.

“We will be changing the signage 
out the front of the property to read 
“Telstra and NBN, Thank you for the 
Island’s third-world service” in the 
hope that we can embarrass them 
into actually doing what they should 
be doing as a bare minimum of cus-
tomer service.”

Geoff Moed, with Taylah Fox from A Maze ‘N Things, one of the island’s most popular attractions, said it’s 
been “beyond frustrating” trying to organise a suitable internet connection through Telstra and the NBN.

Less than amazing
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The Big Victorian Harvest is well under way, but we need more help to get it 
done. There are thousands of skilled summer farm jobs ripe for the picking.
Visit agriculture.vic.gov.au/bigharvest
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Parents at Cowes Primary School 
have pleaded for drivers to observe 
the School Safety Zones, after a 
rocky start to the school year.

And principals from schools across 
the shire have supported the call.

Traffi c along Settlement Road in 
Cowes is always busy during school 
pick-up and drop-off times.

However Sarah Pendry said she 
was alarmed at some of the behav-
iour she witnessed from drivers in 
the fi rst weeks back at school.

“Drivers weren’t observing the 
speed limit, and the School Cross-
ing lady was almost run down be-
cause someone didn’t want to wait.

“Tradie’s vans were tooting their 
horns at us and one driver even 
abused the crossing supervisor and 
yelled at her to get off the road.

“I felt like it was a disaster waiting 
to happen.”

With so much of the school year 
effected by lockdown in 2020, Sarah 
thinks some drivers have forgotten 
about the school zones.

As well as months of homeschool-
ing, when schools did reopen, pick-
up times were split, to limit exposure 
and comply with Covid regulations.

“Last year with Covid, we did split 
pick up and that made a huge differ-
ence, but that’s not the normal.”

Principal Rod McKenzie said the 
school no longer had staggered fi n-
ish times.

“They were to aid physical dis-
tancing and the current guidelines 
from the Education Department 
was to cease that.”

He agreed with school attendance 
returning to normal, the broader 
community might need a reminder 
about the school zones.

“It is always busy at the end of the 
day, and that’s compounded if it’s 
wet, as more parents do the pick-up 
in a car.

“No one likes sitting in traffi c, but 
if we are, it’s important to follow the 
road rules.

“The safety of students is ex-

tremely important and if everyone 
does the right thing, we can maxi-
mise student safety.”

Mr McKenzie said information 
about the importance of parking in 
the right areas and observing the 
school zone restrictions was sent to 
parents in the school newsletters.

“We also talk to the students regu-
larly about using the school crossing.”

He said if the broader community 
was aware of the busy times, drivers 
could choose an alternative route or 
“be prepared to be patient”.

The afternoon traffi c snarl usual-
ly only lasts for around 15 minutes.

The growth of the industrial area 
on Settlement Road, as well as a 
surge in school enrolments has add-
ed to the traffi c in the area.

The Cowes kinder and daycare cen-
tre is also located next to the school.

“Maybe people don’t understand 
this is a school zone, but everyone 
needs to be a little more patient,” 
Sarah said.

She recommended other driv-

ers avoid the section of Settlement 
Road around the school during 
peak times, between 8.30am and 
9am and again around 3.30pm.

Mr McKenzie said the School 
Council was looking at ways to 
improve safety around the current 
school crossing and pick-up times.

Schools united
Catherine Blackford from Our 

Lady Star of the Sea said road safe-
ty was a constant concern for their 
school community.

“Drivers certainly do not adhere 
to the 40km/h speed limit in the 
school zone,” she said.

“In fact at times the drivers are 
driving above the 60km limit on the 
Cowes-Rhyll Road.”

She said she was very thankful 
the new footpath from Redwood 
Drive to Thompson Avenue was 
constructed late last year.

“I’m sure the students from oth-
er local schools will also be very 
grateful as they catch their buses on 

Thompson Avenue.
“The worry many community 

members have is that once the pe-
destrians get to Thompson Avenue 
it is near impossible for them to 
cross due to the amount of traffi c 
most days.”

Ms Blackford said a pedestrian 
crossing would be in place once 
building work at the school was 
completed.

“At present we do not have a 
school crossing supervisor, so all 
staff are out on duty after school 
and the children are walked safely 
across Cowes Rhyll Road.”

Over in San Remo Primary 
School, Principal Karen Bowker 
said a grant from Vic Roads would 
be used to improve safety for chil-
dren around the school area.

She said members of the school 
council were working with Bass Coast 
Shire Council to put in place a range 
of measures, including additional sig-
nage or stickers on pathways to direct 
students on the safest path.

The school is hoping the current 
footpath on Thomas Grove can be 
extended and there are safety con-
cerns about a cross over point near 
the sharp bend from Thomas into 
Ocean Grove.

Ms Bowker said another cross over 
point in Bergin Grove, near the su-
permarket carpark, was a concern.

“The children have to cross the 
road because the footpath ends.

“We’re trying to get an audit of 
traffi c fl ow and car parking in the 
area, to see where we could have 
safety barriers, or clearer marking 
for the fl ow of cars.”

Parents currently use the San 
Remo Rec Centre car park as a drop 
off and pick-up point for the school.

“As a community, we all need to 
be mindful,” Ms Bowker said.

“Students are a precious commod-
ity, and they don’t always follow 
the road rules because they’re still 
learning.

“We have to be conscious of them 
at all times.”

Parents plea: please slow down for our kids!

Staff and parents at Cowes Primary School have raised concerns about 
student safety during pick-up and drop-off times. Principal Rod McKenzie 
(second from right), with Sarah Pendry, Aiden Pendry-Tran, Kylie Sage-
man, Chase and Tate Steward and Crossing Supervisor Carmel Waldron.

Parents say drivers aren’t obeying the speed limit, and are tooting horns 
and abusing the crossing supervisor. They’re appealing for people to be 
patient during the 3.30pm – 3.45pm pick-up time.
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The site known as the “car-
nival land” was originally 
owned by the Shire of Phillip 
Island and with this week’s 
purchase, is again back under 
the ownership of the shire.

During the 1980s the old 
Shire of Phillip Island rec-
ognised that the current 
eight-acre Cowes Recreation 
Reserve would in the not too 
distant future be outgrown by 
a rapidly growing community.

Then-councillor Hilton 
Chadwick recognised the po-
tential of an 80 acre parcel of 
land (CA 79 now referred to as 
the Carnival site) adjacent to 
the Cowes township’s south-
ern boundary, for the devel-
opment of future recreational 
and community facilities.

The land was considered to 
be ideally situated for ease of 
access to Cowes; was roughly 
square and flat; and could be 
easily drained and serviced 
with both town and recycled 
water.

Envisaged were football, 
cricket and practice ovals, 
together with a rectangular 
field for soccer and rugby, 
several netball courts, bas-
ketball courts and a swim-
ming centre.

In addition to a recreation 
complex, envisaged at that 
time were public buildings 
such as a new hospital, a gov-
ernment high school, and at 
the rear, a transfer station 
and recycling depot.

The Phillip Island Council 
went ahead and purchased 

the site for $270,000 in the 
early 90s.

By February 1994, a Lei-
sure and Recreation Plan for 
the site had been drawn up.

But later in that year, amal-
gamation of the Wonthaggi, 
Bass and Phillip Island coun-
cils was decreed by the state 
government.

Within six months, in July 
1995, three unelected Com-
missioners, appointed by the 
Kennett government to ad-
minister the new municipal-
ity for an interim two year 
period, until the return of a 
democratically elected new 
Bass Coast Shire Council, 
sold the land to the Watkins 
family, for $280,000.

The commissioners imperi-
ously described the 32 hectares 
as superfluous to the Bass Coast 
Shire community’s needs.

Their action was highly 
controversial and caused a 
furore at the time.

The decision was a blow for 
the island community, and par-
ticularly for Hilton Chadwick 
and his fellow former Phillip 
Island councillors, whose in-
terest was in the future of the 
people of Phillip Island.

Hilton’s daughter Marnie, 
speaking in 2018, said her fa-
ther and his fellow former is-
land councillors felt the move 
was extremely short-sighted, 
with no vision or forward 
planning, and that it was det-
rimental to the interests of 
Phillip Island.

Eight years ago, the Bass 

Coast Shire identified the 
land as a location for a sports 
hub, turning the clock back to 
pre-1994 days.

Half of the original site(16ha) 
was repurchased in 2012 by 
the Bass Coast Shire Council, 
from the Watkins family, at 
the instigation of then Island 
Ward councillor Peter Paul.

Cost to ratepayers was al-
most $1 million.

The 16 hectares – which lies 
immediately to the west of the 
carnival site – was officially 
named at the time the Hilton 
Chadwick Reserve – for fu-
ture use and development as 
part of a sporting precinct.

In 2018, at the instigation of 
then-councillor Stephen Ful-
larton, the shire initiated a 
formal process, through Plan-
ning Scheme Amendment 
C153, to compulsorily acquire 
the remaining 16ha carnival 
land, explaining that by com-
bining the Hilton Chadwick 
Reserve with the neighbour-
ing carnival site, the consoli-
dated 32ha would allow for 
more sports facilities.

The sum of $2 million was 
set aside for land purchases, 
including acquisition of the 
remaining 40 acres of land, in 
the Bass Coast Shire budget 
for 2018/19.

Twenty-five years later, it 
appears that ownership of 
the land so controversially 
cashed in as part of the after-
math of amalgamations, will 
be returned to Bass Coast 
Shire ratepayers.

The Phillip Island Health Hub Race Day is 
on again this year on March 14.

Don’t miss the last race day of the sea-
son and help raise money for Phillip Island 
Health Hub.

Come along and enjoy a day at the beautiful 
racecourse at Woolamai – bring your family and 
friends and relax in a Covid-safe environment.

Bookings are online only, to ensure compli-
ance with Covid guidelines.

The current focus is fundraising for oncol-
ogy services, while in the past, funds have 
helped provide cardiac and gynaecological 
equipment.

Last year’s inaugural race day, raised al-
most $6000 to help cancer services in the 
area, and the hardworking members of the 
Auxiliary are hoping people will return to 
again enjoy a fun day at the racecourse to 

support this very worthy cause.
The Health Hub Auxiliary is excited to again 

be partnering with the Woolamai and District 
Racing Club, who along with their generous 
sponsors Garth Lisle Property Consultants, 
Kevin Sharkie, The Big Wave Newhaven, 
Klepners Fine Antique Jewellery and Valu-
ers, Performance Property and Alex Scott 
and staff, are helping to raise funds to sup-
port Bass Coast Health provide and enhance 
cancer services to our local community.

Woolamai and District Racing Club is also 
donating $5 of every adult entry to the Health 
Hub Auxiliary.

Don’t miss out. Hurry and book online now, 
then pack your picnic and drinks, or purchase 
on course, and be part of building a new tradi-
tion - the Phillip Island Health Hub Race Day!

www.woolamai.races.com.au

The saga of the 
carnival land

Jo Scrase and Kel Webber with friends, Paul, Gerry and Suzie, happy racegoers at the first 
Phillip Island Health Hub Race day last year. This year’s event will be held on March 14.

Health Hub Auxiliary 
is back on the track!

Grantville is getting its very own supermarket, situated at 
the former Mitre 10 site on the Bass Hwy.

The arrival of The Grantville Grocer, TGG for short, comes 
at a time where the community of  Bass Coast and surround-
ing areas really need to pull together to support everyone in 
the community.

This is why we are looking for local produce suppliers who 
would like to have their products represented on the shelves 
of TGG.

If you think your product has what it takes to fulfill our 
requirements at TGG, then we would love to hear from you. 

Get in touch by emailing info@thegrantvillegrocer.com.au 
and tell us about what you have to sell.

ATTENTION!
If you sell at a Farmers 

Market in the Bass Coast 
& South Gippsland area, 
then you will definitley 

want to read this.
Grantville is getting its very own supermarket, situated at 
the former Mitre 10 site on the Bass Hwy.

The arrival of The Grantville Grocer, TGG for short, comes 
at a time where the community of  Bass Coast and surround-
ing areas really need to pull together to support everyone in 
the community.

This is why we are looking for local produce suppliers who 
would like to have their products represented on the shelves 
of TGG.

If you think your product has what it takes to fulfill our 
requirements at TGG, then we would love to hear from you. 

Get in touch by emailing info@thegrantvillegrocer.com.au 
and tell us about what you have to sell.

ATTENTION!
If you sell at a Farmers 

Market in the Bass Coast 
& South Gippsland area, 
then you will definitley 

want to read this.
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Minister for Education 
James Merlino arrived in San 
Remo last week to officially 
mark the start of construction 
of the new Junior Secondary 
School campus.

Although work was already 
well underway, Minister Mer-
lino was keen to turn the sym-
bolic “first sod”, saying it was 
an exciting and important day 
for the local community.

Accompanied by students 
from four local primary 
schools - Bass Valley, Cowes, 
San Remo and Newhaven, and 
Year 7 and 8 students from 
Wonthaggi Secondary College 
– who are all future students of 
the new campus, the Minister 
was also joined by the Mem-
ber for Bass, Jordan Crugnale, 
Wonthaggi Secondary Col-
lege Principal Darren Parker 
and representatives from Bass 
Coast Shire Council.

The new campus is located at 
the intersection of Potters Hill 
and Shetland Heights roads 
in San Remo and 400 students 
from years 7-9 are expected to 
attend when it opens in 2022.

The Minister admitted it 
had been a nervous 18 months 
waiting for the site of the new 
campus to be finalised, includ-
ing finding the land, negotiat-
ing to secure the site before 
finally being able to begin con-
struction.

He described the new cam-
pus as “extraordinary” and 
thanked Darren Parker and 
Jordan Crugnale for their 
work and passion for the proj-
ect.

“The community has been 
talking about this for years, so 
to be here and officially turn-
ing the sod is so exciting

“It’s exciting for families 
across this region and it will 
cut travel times for local fami-
lies.”

He also praised the partner-
ship between Wonthaggi Sec-
ondary College and Bass Coast 
Shire, however the main focus 
was on the students and families.

Mr Merlino said it was great 
to have the students there to 
witness the start of the school 
construction, and he sym-
pathised with how difficult 
the previous year been for stu-
dents.

“I know how tough it was 
last year,” he said.

“We want to make this year 
the most fun and the best year 
you have ever had.”

He confirmed consultation 
was now underway for a new 
name for the Wonthaggi Sec-
ondary College.

“It’s important that we re-
flect the regional nature of this 
school,” the Minister said.

Principal Darren Parker 
thanked the Minister for “lis-
tening to the needs of Bass 
Coast people”, saying the new 
campus would have a big im-
pact on young lives.

“I’m so pleased you have sup-
ported this area.”

When completed, the school 
will include an administration 
building and library, modern 
classrooms, separate special-
ists and innovation buildings, 
competition-grade gym, spac-
es for food technology, arts 
and music and outdoor sport-
ing facilities.

The new site is not without 
controversy, with nearby resi-
dents lobbying to have Shet-
land Heights Road sealed as 
part of the school project (see 
separate story).

Ms Crugnale said conversa-
tions were continuing between 
Vic Roads and Bass Coast 
Shire Council to find a solution 
to the issues, which include 
safety concerns, dust from the 
unsealed roads, open drainage 
and lack of footpaths.

What’s in a name?
A search is now underway 

for a new name for Wonthaggi 
Secondary College.

The San Remo campus will 
be the third campus of the 
school, with a Junior and a Se-
nior campus located in Wont-
haggi.

The college services stu-
dents from across Bass Coast, 
including Phillip Island, San 
Remo and the Waterline area.

The survey to canvas poten-
tial new names for the site is 
open until March 4. Sugges-
tions include Bass Coast Col-
lege and Bass Coast Regional 
College.

The government’s Engage 
website stated any suggested 
names must comply with statu-
tory provisions under the Geo-
graphical Place Names Act.

The new school name is ex-
pected to be announced later 
this year.

To vote, go to: engage.vic.
gov.au/school-naming-wont-
haggi-secondary-college

The residents of Shetland 
Heights Road have ramped up 
their campaign to have the road 
upgraded.

The state government has 
said it has no plans to seal 
Shetland Heights Road, despite 
it being a major access road to 
the new junior campus.

Residents are outraged by the 
decision.

Over the past month, they’ve 
contacted politicians, the Victo-
rian School Building Authority 
(VSBA) and local councillors.

The Member for South 
Eastern Province Edward 
O’Donohue raised Shetland 
Heights Road in the Parlia-
ment, saying he believed the 
current dirt road would not be 
able to cope with the volume 
of traffic the new school is ex-
pected to generate.

He is due to meet with the res-
idents to discuss their concerns 
later this month.

Member for Bass, Jordan 
Crugnale met with residents 
last week and said she “wanted 
kids to be safe” as they trav-
elled to school.

Residents’ spokesperson Frit-
zie Barrowcliffe described the 
meeting as “productive”.

Ms Crugnale arranged for 
the VSBA to contact the group. 
It has organised for residents to 
meet with the traffic analysis 
specialist commissioned to do 
a report as part of the research 
into the new campus.

A meeting is also scheduled 
with Bass Coast Shire Council 
CEO Ali Wastie, to discuss the 
residents’ concerns.

They believe not sealing the 
road is a safety and health risk 
for them, and any students 
travelling to the new campus.

The road has a 1km unsealed 
section, no footpaths and deep, 
open drainage.

Fritzie voiced the residents’ 
frustration at the state govern-

ment decision not to upgrade 
the road.

“They’re going to plonk a 
school at the end of two resi-
dential roads, but they haven’t 
released plans to the people 
who live there.

“Did people who wanted the 
school to be in San Remo ex-
pect it to be at the end of two 
dirt roads?”

The residents have cam-
paigned for many years to have 
the road upgraded.

In 2019, they petitioned 
council showing 70 per cent of 
residents supported a special 
charge scheme, which saw the 
project move to the second spot 
on the council’s priority list for 
urban road upgrades.

However residents say 
they’ve never seen designs or 
costings for the road upgrade. 
They also say the consultation 
council promised in 2019 never 
happened.

Funds were not allocated in 
the 2019/20 budget for the proj-
ect, and nothing is provided for 
the upgrade in Council’s long 
term financial plan.

Expected traffic
It’s predicted many locals 

will use Shetland Heights Road 
to access the new campus, de-
spite the state government say-
ing buses and school traffic will 
be directed along Potters Hill 
Road.

Wonthaggi Secondary Col-
lege Principal Darren Parker 
said around 400 students are 
expected to attend the campus 
when it opens in 2022 and prin-
cipals of surrounding primary 
schools say they expect that 
figure will include the major-
ity of their current grade six 
students.

Many students from sur-
rounding estates, such as Ne-
whaven, Cape Woolamai and 
San Remo will ride, walk or be 

dropped to school.
Sharyne Munday from New-

haven Primary said around 90 
per cent of the school’s students 
would go to the new campus.

“I know a lot of our families 
are excited the kids will only 
be travelling to San Remo,” she 
said.

“It’s been talked about for 
such a long time.”

She said the school was “so 
needed” in the community, and 
it was important local students 
could travel there safely.

Karen Bowker from San 
Remo Primary said close to 
100 per cent of her grade six 
students would attend the new 
campus.

“It’s a brand new facility, why 
wouldn’t you? Everyone is re-
ally looking forward to it,” she 
said.

She agreed Shetland Heights 
Road was likely to be the main 
access for students coming 
from San Remo, but said the 
road had been an issue for stu-
dents prior to the new campus.

“For many years, Shetland 
Heights and Potters Hill roads 
have been main thoroughfares 
for San Remo.

“As it stands, San Remo has 
very limited footpaths for chil-
dren to ride or walk on at the 
best of times.”

Rod McKenzie from Cowes 
Primary School said he ex-
pected around 60 per cent of 
students would be attending 
the new San Remo campus.

He believes the close proxim-
ity of the new campus will en-
courage more parents to send 
their children there.

“The new San Remo campus 
is going to be a fantastic facil-
ity,” he said.

He acknowledged the loca-
tion of the school, and the large 
number of new housing estates 
in San Remo would have a big 
impact on local traffic levels.

Fight for Shetland Heights continues

New campus  
officially underway

Students from local primary schools and Wonthaggi Secondary College, with the Member 
for Bass Jordan Crugnale (centre) were on hand to witness the start of the construction of 
a new junior campus, which they’ll be attending in 2022.

Education Minister James Merlino greets students as he ar-
rives to officially mark the start of construction of the new 
Junior Secondary Campus in San Remo.

James Merlino, with Bass Coast CEO Ali Waste, Mayor Cr 
Brett Tessari and Wonthaggi Secondary College Principal, 
Darren Parker, at the launch of construction of the new 
secondary campus.
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Fledgling online fl orist business Florence & 
Co. Blooms is one of the few local businesses 
that didn’t suffer through the lockdown.

In fact, owner Kate McKenzie thinks it may 
have worked in her favour.

“It actually helped me, I got extra orders 
that I might normally not have gotten.”

Only launched late in 2020, this was Flor-
ence & Co’s fi rst Valentine’s Day and its busi-
est weekend ever.

“Orders were probably double a normal 
week,” Kate said.

As well as the traditional orders from cou-
ples, she said it was lovely to see others shar-

ing the love on Valentine’s Day.
“I had daughters buying fl owers for their 

mum, and one sending her parents fl owers 
for their wedding anniversary.”

In Newhaven, the Seasider Provider Café, 
said weekend business was good.

“We moved to takeaway mode in the fi rst 
and second lockdown, so this time around we 
had everything ready to go,” owner Simon 
Russell said.

“We did breakfast boxes and encouraged 
people to take their Valentine’s breakfast 
home with them.

“And I think 10 bunches of fl owers were 
gone within 25 minutes!

“Sunday was bigger than a normal week-
end, it was a good day.”

Like Graze to Plate and other island busi-
nesses, Simon was grateful for the support of 
the locals, and believes staying open through-
out Covid last year had paid off for them.

“It’s the local base that keeps coming back.”

Read | Listen | Watch | Learn | Play | Connect

Discover your library on demand
Download the new library app
wgrlc.vic.gov.au/app

Handmade cookies delivered  
locally and shipped nationally
islandcookiebox@hotmail.com

www.phillipislandfn.com.au OPEN 7 DAYS    
60 Thompson Ave, Cowes  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

For sale $639,000
55 Katherine Circuit, Cowes
Presented with a classic beachside style, 
features open living with hardwood flooring 
a well planned kitchen and sunny north fac-
ing deck for outdoor entertaining, everything 
about this home makes sharing it with family 
and friends effortless. The property is cur-
rently tenanted with a return of $1517 per 
month. The property features 3 bedrooms, 
ensuite & WIR to Main, a second living area, 
reverse cycle heating cooling and within 
walking distance to Cowes shopping centre.

FAMILY AND ENTERTAINING 

For sale $770,000 to $799,000
9 Vaughan Street, Cowes
This original beach house is located in the 
perfect setting, with excellent access to 
all Cowes has to offer. Set over two levels 
means plenty of room for family and friends. 
The north facing living area flows to a large 
out door deck which is ideal for entertain-
ing. Let this quiet setting take the stress and 
trouble of this crazy year wash away, secure 
your personal sanctuary.

For sale $1,000,000 to $1,100,000
15 Honeysuckle Grove, Silverleaves 
The perfect home awaits, nestled in the qui-
et hamlet of Silverleaves is this large family 
home set over a single level. The north fac-
ing aspect is perfect for entertaining family 
and friends, with the living and dining area 
flowing to a protected outdoor entertaining 
area. Excellent access to the extremely safe 
north facing beach is another feature for 
all generations that cannot be replicated. 
The Silverleaves store and golf club are but 
minutes away.

IDEAL SETTING/LIFE STYLE

URGENTLY NEED PROPERTIES FOR SALE
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PERFECT HIDEAWAY/BEACH HOUSE

Devastation for business
From page 1

“It’s the third time they had planned a wed-
ding, thinking they were safe and in the clear.

“That’s who we really feel sorry for, they’ve 
lost so much already.”

She described the current lockdown as “pret-
ty rough”, with three of her air bnb bookings 
also cancelled, but said fortunately the commu-
nity rallied behind them.

“The community support is the shining light 
in all of this,” Katie said.

To try and use the excess stock from the wed-
ding cancellation, Katie put a call out on social 
media and reopened bookings for Valentine’s 
Day boxes.

“We got a great response. A lot of people 
placed orders that probably didn’t originally 
have any intention of doing so.”

The amazing response meant Katie was able 
to offer her staff member extra hours.

“We haven’t even broken even for the week-
end, but we’re not throwing out a heap of food.

“I’ll take those small wins,” she said.

Attractions and accommodation
Attractions and accommodation were also 

reeling with the news of the surprise lockdown.
Immediately after the announcement, Phillip 

Island Nature Parks said its attractions would 
close for fi ve days.

“We are contacting all ticket holders with 
bookings during that period to provide full re-
funds,” the organisation posted on its Facebook 
page, thanking customers for their patience.

Accommodation providers were among the 
hardest hit by the disruption.

Jane O’Garey from First National in Cowes 
said on Friday visitors were arriving to book 
into accommodation, not even aware there was 
a lockdown.

She said others arrived after the lockdown 
had been announced, uncertain of whether 

they had to turn around and head home again.
“Others came saying they’d prefer to be here 

in a fi ve-day lockdown after spending months 
in Melbourne in lockdown,” she said.

“There was quite a bit of confusion in advis-
ing visitors what they could and couldn’t do, 
whether to turn them away or accept them.”

One visitor who had a weekend booking 
asked whether it was possible to receive an ad-
ditional three free days to avoid cancelling their 
booking.

“A friend was driving back from Melbourne 
on Friday as the lockdown was announced and 
she said she saw lots of cars on the side of the 
road on the way here obviously trying to decide 
what to do, continue coming or turn around.”

The NBN is under fi re from 
frustrated islanders, who 
joined a chorus of voices 
across the country complain-
ing about the lack of service.

Over the summer holidays, 
residents claim they experi-
enced internet speeds well be-
low the promised level, with the 
internet regularly dropping out.

The fi rst week of Febru-
ary was a low point, with 
residents from Cowes, San 
Remo, Wimbledon Heights 
and beyond losing their NBN 
connection completely.

In some cases, the internet 
was out for six days.

Others reported losing the 
internet connection due to 
faulty wiring at the node and 
waiting ten days or more for 
the problem to be fi xed.

On February 5, NBN ve-
hicles were spotted working 
in McHaffi e Drive in Cowes.

Christina Patsias from 
NBN said around 3900 ser-
vices in the region were im-
pacted by an outage between 
February 6 and 9.

She said the outage was 
“due to a third party cable is-
sue external to NBN” and it 
was resolved by the external 
network owner.

There were also two addi-
tional outages that affected a 

small number of services.
“On February 4, four servic-

es were impacted by a cable 
cut, and on February 9, 18 
services were impacted by a 
separate cable cut,” she said.

No connection
Other residents are frus-

trated they can’t be connect-
ed to the service at all, even 
though in some cases, houses 
in neighbouring streets were 
connected.

Earlier this month, Nicole 
Drysdale put a call out on the 
Phillip Island Community 
Noticeboard Facebook page, 
asking if anyone else on Phil-
lip Island didn’t have access 
to the NBN.

Residents of Shoalhaven 
Estate in Cowes said only 
some sections of the estate 
were able to connect, with 
others relying on mobile data 
or Nighthawk mobile modem.

“Nighthawk is useless when 
the island is busy,” said one.

Jenny Lang, a resident of 
Rennison Road in Newhav-
en said they were unable to 
access the NBN and their 
Nighthawk mobile modem 
wasn’t good “especially when 
the island is busy”.

Ms Patsias defended the 
NBN service, saying residents 

of Rennison Road could con-
nect via satellite technology.

“It’s important to note that 
some service providers may 
claim NBN is not available, 
that is not the case. It means 
they do not offer that service. 
The list of providers that offer 
a satellite connection can be 
found on the NBN website.”

She also said residents in 
the Shoalhaven Estate are 
able to connect to the NBN 
via Fibre to the Node (FTTN), 
but there were “a small num-
ber of premises that will re-
quire additional works from 
an engineering perspective 
before they will be ready to 
connect to the new network”.

“Therefore, it is not unusual 
for the majority of an area to 
become NBN ready, whilst 
works are being carried out 
to those remaining premises. 
This may be the case for some 
residents in the estate.”

She said further investiga-
tions were only possible if 
address details of the specifi c 
homes were provided.

“The best thing for resi-
dents to do is to use the Check 
Your Address function on the 
NBN website to see the status 
at their individual property 
and for information on how 
they can connect.

Kate McKenzie from online fl orist Florence 
& Co Blooms thinks the lockdown might 
have worked in her favour, with last week-
end her busiest since launching in late 2020. 
Photo Lachlan Moore.

Some positives from lockdown

Island internet woes continue

Everyone in the communi-
ty is encouraged to get tested 
for COVID-19 to help contain 
the spread of the virus.

You should be tested if you 
display even the mildest Co-
vid symptoms including: fe-
ver, chills or sweats, cough, 
sore throat, shortness of 
breath, runny nose, or loss 

of sense of smell or taste.
Everyone who is tested is 

required to self-isolate un-
til test results are received. 
Waiting times for test re-
sults may take 2-3 days.

Cowes:
• Phillip Island Health Hub 

(24 hours a day). Call 5951 
2100. To avoid delays, the 
quickest time for testing will 
be before 8am and after 8pm.

Wonthaggi Hospital 
Drive Thru Clinic:

• 9am – 4pm daily.
You can also book a test 

with Wonthaggi Medical 
Group, Monday to Friday 
from 1pm – 5pm. Please book 
online or phone 0492 036 568.

People should phone their 
doctor or the Coronavirus 
hotline on 1800 675 398 if 
their symptoms get worse.

Take the test

Neil Gillin who runs Rusty Water Brewery 
Restaurant and Bar, and Beach HQ restau-
rant said the lockdown had a signifi cant 
fi nancial impact on his business.
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Whatever you need, for creatures great and 
small, Bass Coast Stock Feeds and Pet Barn in 
Grantville is the place to go.

Colin Kelly and his staff have local knowl-
edge and provide expert advice on all your pet 
needs, from chooks and birds through to horses 
and cattle.

“It doesn’t matter what sort of pet you have, 
or whether you’ve got one pet or 50, we pride 
ourselves on having a bit of everything, for ev-
eryone,” Colin said.

That includes feed, pet accessories and toys.
And if an animal is what you need, they can 

also help, selling ducks, turkeys, chooks, quails, 
budgies, and guinea pigs.

“I can confi dently say we’re the only place 
in Bass Coast that starts with the animals and 
deals with every facet,” said Colin.

Food supplies
A healthy animal starts with good food, and 

the store specialises in high quality feed for 
pets of all sizes.

With over 30 years’ experience in farming 
and rural merchandise, Colin is an expert on 
cattle and horse feed and the store stocks chaff 
and hay – 90 per cent is grown by Colin himself.

“We’ve got good local knowledge and an un-
derstanding of what people deal with here,” he 
said.

Other pets are well catered for too, with 
stocks of the leading brands.

“We supply a range of quality Australian cat 
and dog feed, including Lifewise,” Colin ex-
plained.

Other brands include Supercoat, Ivory Coat 
and Black Hawk.

“Between now and the end of March, if you 
purchase any of the Supercoat products from 
us, you go into the draw to win a new Isuzu ute, 
or one of ten $100 gift cards.”

A good diet for your dog is important said 
Colin.

“The biggest thing we fi nd with dogs is people 
buy cheaper food from the supermarket and as 
they get older, they develop skin and stomach 
problems and end up at the vets.

“We try and get people to keep their dogs on 
good food from the start. The cheaper food is 
full of fi llers.

“A more expensive brand isn’t always more 
costly, as you need less feed, because it contains 
more protein.”

Food and supplies for birds, fi sh and reptiles 
are also in stock.

Colin said he and store manager Simone are 
happy to talk to customers about their needs 
and provide advice.

“What we don’t have, we can order in and 
we’re happy to get in the stuff that people need.

“We’re fully independent and family owned, 
so what we stock isn’t dictated by some big cor-
poration.

“What’s in the store is what our customers 
need.”

Chooks, ducks and turkeys
The store also sells a range of pets and back-

yard poultry, which proved particularly popu-
lar during last year’s lockdown.

“We sold over 1000 chooks, mainly in two’s 
and three’s, for people who wanted backyard 
chickens,” Colin said.

The chickens are locally bred or sourced from 
open ranged farms and are great for backyard 
purposes.

The store also sells animal cages and chook 
feed and can tell you all you need to know on 
how to look after your chickens.

To fi nd out more, visit the Facebook page or 
drop in for a visit.

“We might look small, but we’re big on the in-
side,” said Colin.

Bass Coast Stock Feeds & Pet Barn is located 
just off the Bass Highway, at 1 Grantville Drive 
and deliver to Phillip Island.

Factory 1, Grantville Drive, Grantville 

Phone 5678 8933
HM7563

Stockfeed and 
pet supplies 

for all animals 
in Bass Coast
Whether it be your

chook, horse, cattle, 
dog, rabbit or cat

we can help!

One stop pet 
feed shop

Colin Kelly and Simone Gracey from Bass Coast Stock Feeds & Pet Barn can provide ex-
pert advice and quality products for all your pet needs, large or small.

A boy and his dog. Ned and Marcy Lees’ son with his Brittany Span-
iel, Indie. “We love her because she is a whole lotta love wrapped up 
in a gorgeous parcel,” they said.

“My gorgeous dog Billy, smiling for the 
camera in his Christmas outfi t,” said proud 
owner Anne Smith.

Nicole said her son Ari and their Airedale terrier Diggarty Dot are 
great mates. “She loves the beach, being walked and digging holes.”
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Island Paw Prints pet photog-
raphy have been working with 
animal rescue groups for over 
two years now.

“In that time we’ve met some 
amazing people, been moved 
by every single animal’s story, 
and been shocked to the core 
by some heartbreaking abuse,” 
said photographer and animal 
lover Serra Clisby.

Currently dog rescues are run 
off their feet.

“The boom in dog rescues 
during the Covid lockdown has 
resulted in an influx of dogs sur-
rendered once people have gone 
back to work,” Serra explained.

“We are proud to volunteer 
our photography services to 
help out any animal to find their 
forever home.

“To date we have helped re-
home 65 local pets.”

If you would also like to help 
out rescue dogs in need there 
are several things you can do.

Adopt: you can adopt a dog 
that needs a new home.

If you can’t adopt, you can fos-
ter. If you can’t foster, you can 
donate.

If you can’t donate you can 
share posts on social media so 
the rescues reach a wider audi-
ence.

“There is something to do for 
everyone in animal rescue and 
with your help, we can make it 
just that little bit easier,” Serra 
said.

If you’d like to make a dona-
tion to Starting Over Dog Res-
cue: Commonwealth Bank. BSB 
063-184. Account 1037 3408.

Paws for thought
For two years, Island Paw Prints pet photography has 
worked with animal rescue groups. Serra with “The Island 
11” born in rescue last week. Photo Island Paw Prints.

Tida the staffy cross work-
ing Valentine’s Day to hope-
fully find her forever home. 
Photo Island Paw Prints.

Rhonda’s son Bailey with his new groodle puppy Ruby. “Ruby 
is Bailey’s wish from the starlight foundation,” she said.

Phil Slater and Hamish – a British Blue cat – get comfort-
able on the couch. “Hamish is filled a big gap in our lives as 
Molly our 14-year-old golden retriever-cross passed away 
mid last year,” said Phil.

Indo, the English Staffordshire and his baby sister Shakirra. 
“He loves to play, sleep and be with his sister all day long if 
he can,” said mum Zita Waser. “We’re so lucky to have him 
in our life, such a loving and loyal companion.”

Our new Island Ward councillor Ronnie Bauer enjoying a 
post-Christmas lunch nap with his dog Hirdy.

Construction of a $10 million hot springs 
spa project at Newhaven has started ahead of 
a February 2022 opening.

The foundations for stage one of the proj-
ect – at The Cape Kitchen, 1215 Phillip Island 
Road – have already been poured for a new 
additional restaurant, reception and apothe-
cary room, which will sell their own skincare 
range.

There will also be 15 outdoor bathing pools, 
ranging in size from small ankle-deep podia-
try wading areas through to relaxation pools 
able to sit 10 people.

Last year an application to construct a 
900m bore was given the green light, which 
will extract 20 megalitres of groundwater to 
supply the pools with 38C aquifer mineral-
rich water from under the 130-acre property.

According to brand manager Tom Lade, 
further stages of the project – to be rolled 
out in later years – will include up to 30 more 
bathing pools, treatment rooms for massages 
and varying wellness treatments.

“There’s no timeline for the following stag-
es. We’ll gauge feedback from stage one and 
then lock in further development over the 
next five to 10 years,” Tom said.

He said owners of The Cape Kitchen Jodie 
and Mark Vogt had yet to decide on a name 
for the project, with a website Saltwater 
Springs and a Facebook site Phillip Island 
Hot Springs.

“We’re weighing up our options. We will 
lock it in by the middle of this year.”

Tom said they expect up to 500 people per 
day to visit the new attraction at the peak hol-
idays periods and were in discussions with 
Regional Roads Victoria on creating safe exit 
and entry to the property.

A car park is also under construction, while 
about 10,000 indigenous trees and shrubs will 
be planted across the site.

Tom said alongside construction of founda-
tion slabs for the project, they also have one 
pod onsite, designed by Kilcunda landscape 
architect Karl Russo.

“It’s a prototype with 10 in total planned 
for the hot springs and another two at Cape 
Kitchen.

“The pods are like a cabana experience, 
where people can have a private area for 

shade and we’re currently using the proto-
type for pop up picnics and private dining.”

There will be no change to The Cape Kitch-
en, while the new additional restaurant will 
face north closer to the hot springs and fea-
ture a menu inspired by healthy, clean eating 
and local produce.

The skincare range will use minerals from 
the aquifer and local botanicals.

The website describes the project as “in-
spired by nature and the healing powers of 
the ocean”.

Planning
Planning permits for a bathing and well-

ness project went before Bass Coast Shire 
planners in November 2015, where they were 
met with objections by a neighbouring prop-
erty.

Those plans were for 45 bathing pools of 
varying sizes, day spa, treatment rooms with-
in a landscaped setting.

Southern Rural Water last year confirmed 
the proposed bore would be about 900 metres 
deep and was from an aquifer deeper than 
used in agricultural bores.

The water will come from an “unincorpo-
rated groundwater management area” which 
means there is no limit on how much water 
can be extracted from the aquifer.

A local water management engineer said in 
a farming context, 20 megalitres of water is 
considered a “relatively small” volume of wa-
ter, the equivalent of about 20 Olympic swim-
ming pools.

Brand
Tom is a new addition to The Cape Kitchen 

team, joining as brand manager in the past 
five months.

He first started working for Mark and Jodie 
15 years ago when they owned the Century 
Inn in Traralgon.

Since then he has worked overseas and 
for the Southern Ocean Lodge in Kangaroo 
Island, Lake House Daylesford, and most re-
cently Longitude 131 at Uluru.

“I lost that role in Covid and when Jodie heard 
I wasn’t working they offered me this role,” said 
Tom, who is living in Cape Woolamai.

www.saltwatersprings.com.au/

Newhaven spa project underway

The Cape Kitchen extensions include a new additional restaurant, reception and apoth-
ecary room selling their own skincare range. There will also be 15 outdoor bathing pools, 
ranging in size from small ankle-deep podiatry wading areas through to relaxation pools 
able to sit 10 people.

The foundations for stage one of the project have already been poured for a new additional 
restaurant, reception and apothecary room.
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Melaleuca Lodge
Secondhand

Book Sale

1 Watchorn Road, 
COWES

(off Settlement Road)

5952 2263

Open 10-12 
every Saturday.
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Wonthaggi
Arts Centre

FEB 19 - FEB 28

The Dry MA15+
Fri 19         7:00pm
Sat 27        4:00pm
Sun 28        10:00am

Promising Young Woman MA15+

Final screening
Sat 27         7:00pm
Sun 28        1:00pm

Penguin Bloom PG
Fri 26         7:00pm
Sat 27        1:00pm
Sun 28       7:00pm

Dragon Rider PG
Final screening
Fri 19        4:00pm

High Ground MA15+
Fri 5         7:00pm
Sat 6       10:00am
Sun 7       4:00pm

Dreambuilders PG
Fri 5         7:00pm
Sat 6       10:00am
Sun 7       4:00pm

Pixie MA15+
Sat 6        7:00pm
Sun 7        1:00pm
Sat 13       7:00pm

Girls Can’t Surf M
Tue 9        7:00pm
Sat 13       7:00pm

LIVE ON STAGE

Coastal Connections

Saturday 20 February
Celebrating our Love of  Blue and Green Places
The Coastal Connections Concert is launching 
seven short films about community members’ 
special places in the natural world. Local musicians 
have composed soundtracks for the films and will 
perform excerpts from their compositions.

You & I 
Rachael Beck and Michael Cormick 

Sunday 21st February
Rachael Beck and Michael Cormick are two of 
Australia's best loved Musical Theatre stars. 
An evening of stories, fun, laughter and perhaps 
even a few tears. 

To purchase tickets online visit 
wonthaggiartscentre.com or

In person at our Box Office, open 
Tuesday to Saturday - 10am - 4pm

Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
phone: 03 5671 2470

THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news

Islander Sophie Winter has 
been nominated for the 2021 
Young Achiever Award in the 
digital Online Achievement 
Award category.

Sophie (26) lives on Phillip Is-
land and is an experienced digi-
tal marketing specialist with a 
strong passion for conservation.

In the last six years, she has 
started her own digital business, 
been the editor of a sustainable 
fashion magazine, volunteered 
for multiple charities and worked 
across Europe and Asia.

In her current role as Phillip 
Island Nature Parks Digital Mar-
keting and PR Executive, she was 
instrumental in coordinating the 
wildly successful Live Penguin 
TV streaming project.

She hopes to coordinate more 
live streaming experiences for 
the Nature Parks.

Outside of the offi ce, Sophie is 
the Vice President of Plastic Free 
Phillip Island and San Remo and 
shares her commitment to sus-
tainability with the local com-
munity.

After studying a degree in jour-
nalism and communications at the 

Queensland University of Technol-
ogy between 2012 and 2015, she 
has been working in the digital 
marketing industry ever since.

But its not all about work.
“I fi nd enjoyment from playing 

the guitar, scribbling on sketch 

pads, tending to my herbs and 
apple trees and writing,” Sophie 
said.

“It is often in these moments 
when the most innovative ideas 
come to me.” 

She said working in the digital 

and online landscape provides so 
much scope and the list of things 
possible online continues to grow.

“I am fascinated by the mete-
oric rise of technology and the 
immense amount of power the 
online world holds,” she said.

“In just 38 years since the birth 
of the internet, we have experi-
enced one transformative inno-
vation after the next.”

The Young Achiever Award 
winners will be announced at 
a Gala Presentation Dinner on 
April 16.

Category Winners will each 
receive $2,000 worth of prizes as 
well as a trophy. One of the cat-
egory winners will also be named 
the 2021 Victorian Young Achiev-
er of the Year and receive a state 
trophy.

The Young Achiever Awards 
began in 2012 with the purpose to 
acknowledge, encourage and pro-
mote the positive achievements of 
young people. The awards show-
case the achievements of young 
Victorians, and pays tribute to 
their vision, innovation and com-
mitment to contributing to their 
community.

Mad Cowes Cafe and LionessFit have 
teamed up to raise money for the Leukae-
mia Foundation, organising an event on the 
George Bass Walk on February 28.

Kellie from LionessFit said they hoped to 
bring awareness to and help support those 
affected by Leukaemia, in support of Phillip 
Islander Ian Bridge.

We have named our fundraiser “A Walk for 
Bridgy”,” she said.

“Ian is currently fi ghting this terrible can-
cer but we are doing it for everyone who is, 
has or will go through this terrible disease.”

She said she hoped the walk would raise 
money for the Leukaemia Foundation and 
bring it to the attention of the community.

Already the community has rallied behind 
the walk and the team has raised over $4000, 
but they’re hoping that tally continues to 
grow between now and February 28.

There are two ways you can help this great 
cause.

Join Mad Cowes Café, Kellie and the Li-
onessFit team on the George Bass Walk at 
8am on Sunday, February 28, and encourage 
friends and family to sponsor you. Sign up at 
www.lionessfi t.com.au/walkforbridgy

Or you can support the walkers and the 
cause by donating at fundraise.leukaemia.
org.au/fundraiser/AWalk4Bridgy

100 per cent of all donations go to The Leu-
kaemia Foundation.

Year 9 student leaders from Wonthaggi Secondary College were the proud recipients of 
new fl ags for the school, presented by the Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale.
Having personally written to Ms Crugnale to request replacement fl ags, this was their 
fi rst offi cial duty. From left to right: Zac Mabilia, Asha McMahon, Sienna Tiziani, Ol-
ivia Bramley, Baia Pugh and Jaxon Foon.

A Walk 
for Bridgy

Flying the fl ag

Phillip Island local Sophie Winter has been nominated for the 2021 
Young Achiever of the Year Award.

Island local nominated for 
Young Achiever Award

A new grant program run by local group 
Women for Change aims to help Bass Coast 
women and girls better connect to their com-
munity and build resilience.

The group is calling for applications from 
local organisations who have ideas on how 
they can help local women and girls improve 
their wellbeing.

The grant program is the fi rst major initia-
tive of the Women for Change group, which 
commenced last year with donations from lo-
cal women, who aim to use their collective re-
sources to help other local women make posi-
tive life changes or take a step toward greater 
well-being.

Carol Blair, Women for Change convenor 
said the grant program was an important 
start to the group’s work on addressing the 
inequalities some women face in the region.

“We know that by investing in women, fl ow 
on effects result in facilities, communities 
and the environment. By reducing the in-
equalities women face in our community, we 
are also strengthening our community more 
broadly,” Carol said.

“There are so many wonderful community 
organisations doing great work in our region 
– we want to help them increase the work they 
do to benefi t local women.”

Grant applications are being invited from 
programs across the Bass Coast that:

• encourage women and girls to increase 

their participation in community activities 
and lifelong learning;

• build resilience and connect vulnerable 
women and girls to services or activities; and/or

• promote collaboration with service pro-
viders to address issues affecting women in 
our community.

Women for Change is auspiced by the Bass 
Coast Community Foundation.

Full details and an application form for the 
grants program can be found at www.bccf.
org.au/news

Carol Blair, Women for Change convenor 
said the new grant program was an impor-
tant start to address the inequalities some 
women face in the region.

New grants to help Bass Coast women
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D I R E C T O R Y

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

range available at www.local.clothing

wear. support. local.
10% of all sales donated locally each month

F A S H I O N

C O M M U N I T Y

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   
NEW TEAM    |    NEW STOCKDALE
Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   

Open 4pm-7.30pm   Closed Tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206

OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  
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F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   

New team 
New Stockdale

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

O P E N  M O S T  DAY S
P H O N E :  0427 558 536

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Sri Lankan Specialty Curries

Takeaway

F O O D  &  D R I N K

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765
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CLEANING
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D A R R Y L  L E A S  C L E A N I N G
L O S E  T H E  M O P  A N D  W E ’ L L  C L E A N  T H E  S L O P

Offering all cleaning services

• Lawn
• Yard maintenance

Please call or email for a quote

 0435 015 234
 Wikdas351@icloud.com

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&

LK
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EARTHMOVINGEARTHMOVING

LK
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611 Ventnor Road, Cowes
0418 383 881 - 5956 8615

Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

l 10m3 tippers l Bobcat
l 4 ton excavators l Post hole borers

l Driveways l Rubbish removed
l Quarry materials supplies l Blocks cleared

EXCAVATIONS
NEAL McRAE
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AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ANTENNAS & TV
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Digital antenna installs & service, TV wall-mounting  
& install, home theatre & surround sound set-up, 

satellite dish supply, install & service, 
new house/extension pre-wiring for TV & AV, TV 

points, telephone & data paints & cabling ...and more!
Call for advice or book in today!

0400 722 503

4 Glen Isla Court
Cowes 3922

E mavtvs@gmail.com
W: mavtv.com.au 

ABN 72 837 466 589

ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
Phillip Island

5956 9551 / 0417 141 035

• Registered building practitioners
• Worksafe approved l Fully insured

• All areas/free quotes LK
00
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ELECTRICIAN

New homes and  
renovations
Emergency  
service calls
Maintenance  
and repairs
New appliance  
installations
Fault finding
Phone, data, TV  
installs and repairs

0401 851 831
maxroyalelectrical@gmail.com

LIC: A56425  REC: 27368

FREE
no obligationquotes
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AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU22840

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

STILL OPEN

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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CONCRETER
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0402 454 742

Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,

Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS
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CONCRETER
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CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

CONCRETER
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* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

EARTHMOVING
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

BUILDER
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R & K Burt – Builders
Servicing Phillip Island since 1987

• New homes • Extensions  • Renovations
• Decks • Maintenance repairs

Ring Ray 0417 107 835

DB - U9108 521191
Member

BUILDER

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING
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CARPENTER

Island Carpentry
All things timber and much more.

Property  maintenance.
Concreting

0459287540Glen Aylett

glen aylett.ga@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

• Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
• Commercial - domestic - upholstery

• Rental bond specialists 
• Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING LK
00
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0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

BLINDS & CARPET

Carpets
Blinds

Furniture
155 Thompson Ave, Cowes

www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au
Ph: 5952 1488

CONCRETER
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CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CLEANING

CAR REMOVAL

JD00562AA

BASS HWY CAR 
REMOVAL
UNWANTED CARS  

& SCRAP METAL REMOVED

FREE
7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL SHANE 

0407 599 616  
OR 5678 2002

CHIMNEY/FLUE CLEANING
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Richie Laing
Since 1987

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

CAR REMOVAL

JD00050AA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY YOU*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED

BASS COAST RECYCLERS
5672 2946   0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
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LAWN MOWING
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FREE QUOTES  
Call Brent  0431 075 090

 Hawker’s Lawn Mowing & Maintenance  
bmhawker44@gmail.com

Lawn mowing, Garden maintenance,  
end of lease clean, ride on and push mower

FENCING

• All aspects of timber fencing • Gates
• Demolition and removal • Residential homes

• Holiday homes • Repairs
For a free measure and quote 
Call Pat 0431 514 518
coastalfences01@gmail.com

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs
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FENCING
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ISLAND TIMBER 
AND FENCING

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers, 

brush panels etc.
ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber 

NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

FENCING

SIMPLE
F E N C I N G

Phillip Island and surrounds

0406 225 442
simplefencing@hotmail.com

FENCING
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Paling Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls

FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au

INTERIOR DESIGN

LAWN MOWING
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LAWN MOWING

ISLAND HOME SERVICES 
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

• Edging  • Clean Up
• Fully Insured • Plus more services

For free appraisal:
Call Russell 0400 626 961

white.rc@hotmail.com

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS
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GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

GLASS

LK00012AA

• Residential locksmithing & key cutting • Flyscreens
• Shower screens • Re-glazing • Security doors l Glass balustrading 

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes

sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LEWIS BETTS         A.B.N. 37 053 127 216

Glazing the Island and district

BETTSY'S

GLASS

LAWN MOWING
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Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

0431 992 027

Re-paint specialists, real estate, 
insurance work, domestic & commercial 

Free quotes/over 25 years exp. 
Competitively priced/professional 

reliable service
julianbird8@gmail.com

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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LAWN MOWING
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637
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PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

PLUMBING

LK
00

01
5A

A

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

LAWN MOWING
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

TREE CARE NOW
• Lawn Mowing  

– Acreage/Residential
• Stump Grinding

• Chipping

SECURITY

Specialising in Security Doors,
Fly Wire Doors &  

Security Window Grilles
Brett@staysafesecuritydoors.com.au

www.staysafesecuritydoors.com.au

SEWING & ALTERATIONS

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

and appliances sales

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

PAINTER

JO
00

54
7A

A

PAINTER

Trade qualifi ed, quality workmanship

Please call John
0405178 826

Email: resolver44@gmail.com

ABACUS
PAINTING SERVICE

Licence 
331719c
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TREE SERVICES
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

• Tree & Stump removal
• Pruning 
• Chipping

Fully insured

TREE CARE NOW

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANINGWINDOW CLEANING
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ventnor property
maintenance
free quotes, no job to small

tim waterton
lawn mowing, rubbish removal, cleanups, 
windows cleaned, all general odd jobs.
M: 0491 141 580
E: twaterton3@hotmail.com

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monotoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

Business Guide Business Guide
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TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au
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Do nothing approach
Further to Chris Day’s Grid-

lock at San Remo (Advertiser, 
February 3), We moved to San 
Remo in August last year into 
Panorama Drive.

In November last I wrote to 
Council asking their inten-
tions, had they considered a 
footpath in the near future for 
Panorama Drive.

I pointed out that with sev-
eral major domestic develop-
ments on the go, Panorama 
Drive was the main thorough-
fare into these developments 
by all the tradespersons and 
suppliers and vehicles. I also 
pointed out that I was not 
against progress in any way, 
In fact I was all for it.

My reason for the corre-
spondence to Council was 
that each day we walk, and 
we walk towards oncoming 
traffic on the road and the 
road is too narrow for two 
cars to pass us together.

Whilst I received a reply, 
seven paragraphs, my only 
answer other than a thank 
you, was quote ”Will include 
your request in the long term 
pathways program for con-
sideration” unquote.

I get the impression now 
that Chris Day’s “Do Noth-
ing-No Money” approach was 
where my letter went to.

Michael Quinn, San Remo

Bass Coast Shire  
a disappointment

I read the letter written by 
Rob Chandler of Surf Beach 
with some interest. I totally 
agree with his comments. My 
wife and I have owned our 
house at Ventnor for around 
35 years. Our kids grew up 
there and now our grand-
children regularly visit and 
absolutely love the place. We 
work and live in Wantirna, 
but come down to Phillip Is-
land at every opportunity. We 
fitted out the house and over 
the years purchased build-
ing materials, plants, food, 
drinks, fuel, even new win-

dows – preferring to spend 
our money with local suppli-
ers. 

We’ve eaten at many local 
restaurants and cafes. When 
the pandemic hit, we were not 
allowed to travel and were ef-
fectively barred from going to 
our own house. All the time 
we could not come to the is-
land, Bass Coast Shire were 
still pulling in rates money, 
despite the fact we got ab-
solutely nothing for it for 
around seven months. 

When the opportunity 
arose in November 2020, 
Bass Coast Shire deemed 
travel to our property was not 
essential for fire safety. 

So we were still barred from 
coming down. But still they 
collected their rates money.

After having our house at PI 
for over 35 years, we consider 
ourselves “Islanders” even if 
we don’t live there full time.

But the support we have 
had from Bass Coast Shire is 
basically zero, which is pret-
ty much what I have come to 
expect from them. Over the 
years I have contacted coun-
cillors with various issues 
or complaints and we have 
never received any support 
or assistance.

I think after the lack of sup-
port we got from BCS over 
the last year, we’re entitled 
to some compensation in the 
form of rate reductions or re-
bates to pay us back for not 
being able to access our own 
property and that we had 
absolutely no use out of any 
services provided like waste 
collection. 

I’m hopeful of eventually re-
tiring down to Phillip Island, 
but the way we get treated by 
BCS we might as well move to 
Tasmania.

Henry Rokx, Ventnor

Lock up your cats
I live halfway down Walton 

Street in Cowes. Imagine my 
horror, early morning, look-
ing out my bedroom window 
to see a large grey domestic 

cat, with white face, feasting 
on a possum! He ran away 
when he saw me and left the 
headless corpse for me to 
clear up!

Is there not a night time 
curfew on domestic cats, as 
they are a danger to all na-
tive wild life? If not, I believe 
there should be! Owners 
please be vigilant and please, 
keep your cat indoors.

Lynne Pritchard, Cowes

Compassion please
Several mornings a week 

when I drive/walk past the 
San Remo Medical Clinic 
around 8.30am, I witness pa-
tients, many elderly, standing 
outside waiting for the Clinic 
to open so they can ‘take a 
number’ for blood tests. 

If they wait in a vehicle 
they lose their position in the 
queue. There is a bench seat 
out on the footpath open to all 
weather and in these Covid 
times only two people could 
use it.

It really bothers me to see 
so many waiting for so long 
and I fail to understand why 
a bench seat couldn’t be built 
between the Pharmacy and 
the Medical Centre under the 
shelter of the eaves.

I have spoken to the owners 
of these buildings who tell 
me that it is up to the Medical 
Centre and they in turn told 
me it is up to Clinical Labs as 
they rent the rooms for the 
blood testing. 

When asking at reception 
why a few chairs couldn’t be 
put outside each morning, I 
was told that they would be a 
trip hazard. 

That is why I suggest a 
built-in bench seat be made 
available for the elderly some 
of which I know either have 
Parkinsons or other issues 
with standing for a long time.

Let’s see some compassion 
please! Do patients really 
need to take their own fold up 
chairs with them to appoint-
ments?

Sandra Thorley, San Remo

About 20 Cowes residents 
have objected to the redevelop-
ment of a Church Street motel, 
with Bass Coast Shire council-
lors set to vote on the proposal 
today (February 17).

The motel on the corner of 
Church Street and Justice 
Road in Cowes is one of Phil-
lip Island’s most famous, once 
accommodating Hollywood 
stars Fred Astaire, Ava Gard-
ner and Gregory Peck.

Previously known as the 
Sunseeker and later called the 
Hollywood Hotel current own-
ers are proposing a million-
dollar facelift, to expand the 
current 24-room site.

The permit – for the site 
zoned residential – is seeking 
to construct an additional sev-
en modules of 28 rooms (add-
ing to the existing 24 units), 
and a 396 square metre func-
tion centre for 100 guests; as 
well as seeking a liquor licence 
and the removal of most of 
the historic cypress trees that 
fringe the property.

There will be two car park-
ing areas, and the development 
will create a total of 28 spaces; 
but it is seeking a reduction in 
the standard car parking re-
quirement of 15 spaces for the 
function centre.

Motel owners last year took 
the shire to the Victorian Civil 
and Administrative Tribunal 
(VCAT) for failure to make 
a decision on the application 
within the legal timeframe.

VCAT mediation was held 
on December 15 last year with 
five objectors, with a hearing 
scheduled for April 8, 9 and 12 
this year.

Shire planners recommend 
councillors reject the pro-
posal because it is an over-
development of the site and 
the reduced car parking puts 
an “unacceptable burden on 
neighbouring streets”.

Pseudo pub
About 18 surrounding neigh-

bours have lodged objections, 
arguing the proposal is an 
overdevelopment, with insuf-
ficient parking and increased 
traffic in a residentially zoned 
area so close to homes, with 
noise detrimental to a “quiet 
and peaceful” area of Cowes.

Many submitters said they 

supported a “modest rede-
velopment” of the site and 
welcomed an overhaul of the 
deteriorating building, ac-
knowledging the historical 
property and “the important 
role it has played over the 
years in the progress and no-
toriety of Phillip Island”.

However submitters object-
ed because “we dispute the pro-
posal’s assertions that there is 
sufficient on-street parking to 
facilitate overflow of guests 
parking both on Church Street 
and Justice Road”.

With Justice Road “narrow 
with no kerbing and open 
drainage, soft soil and no foot-
paths”, residents fear the over-
flow of cars will spill on to the 
Church Street side of the motel 
“in front of owner-occupied 
homes”, they said.

One submitter said the 
planning application under-
estimated the parking needs, 
failing to take into account 
the current 24 existing rooms 
which, when combined with 
the proposed 28 new rooms, 
would make a “true need of 52 
parking spaces”, not including 
staff and extra guests.

“We see a significant defi-
cit in actual parking required 
to support the development,” 
they said.

The submitter had several 
other objections including to 
the liquor licence, concerned 
the motel could operate as a 
“pseudo pub and bottle shop”.

One objector said their el-
derly mother lived near to the 
motel and was “extremely ner-
vous and anxious” about the 
proposed plan.

“With alcohol being served 
she is worried about the level of 
intoxicated people leaving the 

premises after functions,” the 
submission said, adding con-
cerns about increased traffic.

“It’s a residential area with 
many elderly homeowners that 
should not have a commercial 
function centre so close.”

Cypress trees
The motel hosted stars such 

as Ava Gardner, Anthony Per-
kins and Donna Anderson in 
1959 while they filmed On The 
Beach.

According to the plan-
ning permit application, the 
redevelopment price tag is 
$850,000.

“The rate of parking provid-
ed is not anticipated to result 
in any unreasonable impacts 
upon the existing on-street 
parking stock,” the planning 
permit states.

In the planning permit, de-
velopers say the works “will 
not have any unreasonable 
impact upon the amenity of 
residential areas to the south, 
north or west”.

The permit seeks to remove 
14 historic trees, which would 
have been planted long before 
Hollywood came to Cowes, 
mostly along the property 
fronting Justice Road.

An arborists’ report states 
the trees are in poor structural 
health and pose “considerable 
risk to people and property”.

The Church Street property 
has a vegetation protection 
overlay, which protects the 
trees, but also comes under the 
controversial Black Saturday 
10/30 bushfire rule.

There is a home currently 
under construction in the 
south east corner of the prop-
erty, but this is not part of the 
development application.

Current owners are seeking to develop the site of this 
Church Street motel and remove most of the cypress trees 
that fringe the property.

Motel objectionsLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit).  
Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au
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Seek, buy and sell

CAPE WOOLAMAI:
42 Panorama Drive, Sat 
20 & Sun 21 Feb from 
9am to 4.30pm. House-
hold goods, prints, paint-
ings and garden tools.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings 
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA 
Cowes Big Book meeting 
at St Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 
0417 317 470; Salvation 
Army building, McKenzie 
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.
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The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser

is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,

you may approach the
newspaper itself  

or contact the  
Council by email

info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone 

(02) 8261 1930. 
For further

information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

Members should check their 
church websites for details of 
service times and guidelines.

UNITING CHURCH:
www.cowes.unitingchurch.org.

au/minister.php

www.facebook.com/
pages/St-Johns-Uniting-

Church/828979940479969 

BAPTIST CHURCH:
www.islandbaptist.org.au/

HOPE CHURCH:  
are emailing members

www.islandhopechurch.com/

CATHOLIC CHURCH:
www.cdsale.org.au/ 

coronavirus 
www.cdsale.org.au/
prayer-and-reflection

ST PHILLIP’S ANGLICAN 
CHURCH: 

www.anglicanparishbass- 
phillipisland.org/ 

www.facebook.com/ 
stphilipscowes/

PHILLIP ISLAND SURF 
CHURCH:

www.facebook.com/pages/
category/ 

Christian-Church/Surf-Church-
Phillip-Island- 

360300548086709/ 

CHURCH 
NOTICES

GARAGE SALES

“For the 
Father 
himself 

loves you...” 
John 16:27

• Registered and Enrolled nurses, Nurse practitioners
• Full Time, Part Time and Casual Opportunities available

• Emergency Department, Urgent Care, Acute,
Sub Acute, Operating Suite, and more

Environmental Team 
• Casual Cleaners • Part Time Cook

Engineering Team  
• Full Time Plumber

And much, much more!

Growing health service 
in an idyllic location!

Join our dedicated, supportive and passionate team of experienced professionals 
motivated by our mission; to deliver person centered care to improve health, 

wellbeing, care experiences and health outcomes, for our community.  
Bass Coast Health have commenced works on the new Wonthaggi Hospital 

and are increasingly recruiting staff across all areas.
Post graduate study opportunities are also available.

Nursing Workforce 

For more information and to apply, please visit 
Bass Coast Health’s recruitment page at: 

www.basscoasthealth.mercury.com.au/SearchResults.aspx 
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1997 PEDIGREE POP TOP 
CARAVAN
17.6ft, twin beds, air con/
heater, microwave, gas 
stove, near new with full 
annex and near new roll-
out awning.
Registered till June 2021.
Excellent condition 
$13,500
0438 443 230 

LOST CAT
British short hair female 
cat that has been spaded 
and micro chipped.
Her name is Tameka and 
she was wearing a green 
colour. She was lost in the 
Sea Grove area. Please 
call Lyn 0400 525 827

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its 
journalism in accordance with 
the guidelines of the Australian 
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity
1. Ensure that factual material 
in news reports and elsewhere 
is accurate and not misleading, 
and is distinguishable from 
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or 
other adequate remedial 
action if published material 
is significantly inaccurate or 
misleading.

Fairness and balance
3. Ensure that factual material 
is presented with reasonable 
fairness and balance, and that 
writers’ expressions of opinion 
are not based on significantly 
inaccurate factual material or 
omission of key facts.
4. Ensure that where material 
refers adversely to a person, 

a fair opportunity is given for 
subsequent publication of 
a reply if that is reasonably 
necessary to address a possible 
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person’s 
reasonable expectations of 
privacy, unless doing so is 
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing 
materially to substantial 
offence, distress or prejudice, 
or a substantial risk to health 
or safety, unless doing so is 
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency
7. Avoid publishing material 
which has been gathered by 
deceptive or unfair means, 
unless doing so is sufficiently in 
the public interest.
8. Ensure that conflicts of 
interests are avoided or 
adequately disclosed, and that 
they do not influence published 
material.

FOR SALE

LOST

PUBLIC NOTICES

For application details go to

Maintenance Officer
(Full time, ongoing position)

We are looking for a motivated 
and driven team member to 
join our Assets & Operations 
Team at our Phillip Island HQ.

www.westernportwater.com.au

Looking 
for a new 
career?

Provides ongoing Network 
Operations and Maintenance 
services across the 
Corporation’s water and 
wastewater systems.

Applications close 1 March

Join a safety focused, 
leading employer that 
offers training and career 
development opportunities

SITUATION VACANT

HEAD CHEF
About us:

The San Remo Hotel is a third generation 
run family business. With beautiful ocean 

views and friendly staff and locals, the San 
Remo Hotel Motel is a local favourite, and a 

memorable destination for tourists. 
The position:

You will be an enthusiastic and organised team 
player with strong leadership skills, who will 
drive the food menu from conception to table. 
Working in a team-based environment, your 
strong communication skills coupled with an 
enthusiastic work ethic will inspire the rest of 
the team to work as one to prepare and serve 

high quality food to be proud of.
Our ideal candidate must have: 

• Previous experience in a similar role
• Trade qualifications in commercial cookery

• Strong work ethic with a hard-working 
hands-on approach

• Strong organisational and  
communication skills

• Adherence to food health and  
safety requirements

• Excellent team management skills
• Strong ability to work and remain calm  

in a fast-paced environment
• Flexible hours of availability including  

days, nights and weekends
Our offer:

This position offers an enticing salary in a well-
managed environment with full support from 

our venue managers and support staff.
To Apply:

If this sounds like you then please send 
your resume to office@sanremohotel.net 

JO
00

59
3A

A

Catering Industries are seeking a 
dedicated and reliable Catering 
Assistant to assist the kitchen team 
at our client’s Aged Care facility in 
Cowes, VIC.

This is a Casual position and Mon-
Sun availability will be an 
advantage. The successful applicant 
must provide a current Flu 
Vaccination certification and Police 
Check or be willing to apply for one. 

Competitive hourly rate and penalty 
loadings paid under the Hospitality 
Award. If you are interested, please 
forward your resume and/or cover 
letter to 
malia@cateringindustries.com.au 
or call Malia on 0414 539 210 for 
more details.

JO00578AA

Catering Industries are seeking a 
dedicated and reliable Catering 
Assistant to assist the kitchen team 
at our client’s Aged Care facility in 
Cowes, VIC.

This is a Casual position and Mon-
Sun availability will be an 
advantage. The successful applicant 
must provide a current Flu 
Vaccination certification and Police 
Check or be willing to apply for one. 

Competitive hourly rate and penalty 
loadings paid under the Hospitality 
Award. If you are interested, please 
forward your resume and/or cover 
letter to 
malia@cateringindustries.com.au 
or call Malia on 0414 539 210 for 
more details.
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Catering Industries are seeking a 
dedicated and reliable Catering 
Assistant to assist the kitchen team 
at our client’s Aged Care facility in 
Cowes, VIC.

This is a Casual position and Mon-
Sun availability will be an 
advantage. The successful applicant 
must provide a current Flu 
Vaccination certification and Police 
Check or be willing to apply for one. 

Competitive hourly rate and penalty 
loadings paid under the Hospitality 
Award. If you are interested, please 
forward your resume and/or cover 
letter to 
malia@cateringindustries.com.au 
or call Malia on 0414 539 210 for 
more details.
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SITUATION VACANT

TANGLES HAIR DESIGN
We are currently looking for an APPRENTICE.

Do you have a natural flair  
for hair and fashion?

Are you an individual who has a passion for 
hairdressing and eager to learn new skills  
and wish to start a career in hairdressing?

We will guide you through, give you  
excellent training and opportunities.

Please apply by email: 
tangleshairdesign@bigpond.com JO
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SITUATION VACANT

TANGLES HAIR DESIGN
Is seeking a HAIRSTYLIST to join our skilled 

and dedicated Team.
We have a relaxed creative space  

looking over at the sea.
41 years in operation.

We love creating and making our clients  
look  great and feel great.

We continually up-date our knowledge  
and skills, training and enjoy  

discovering new products.
We are proud to use certified organic and 

Australian made products. 
Environmentally friendly.

So if your are: Well Presented, have an 
awesome personality, passionate about hair 
and the industry, have great communication 

skills and confident in all aspects of hair.
We would love to hear from you.

Don ’t delay in applying! 
Apply now to 

tangleshairdesign@bigpond.com
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SITUATIONS VACANT
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Seek, buy and sell

Situations 
Vacant 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Community Development 
Trainee
•	 full-time	24	months	fixed	term
•	 gain	qualification	and	valuable	practical	
experience

•	 open	to	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	
Islander	applicants

For	more	information	visit	our	website	
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/jobs	or	contact	
Council	on	1300	BCOAST	(226	278)	or		
(03)	5671	2211.	
Applications	close	Sunday, 28 February 2021
Bass	Coast	Shire	Council,	76	McBride	Avenue,		
DX	34903	Wonthaggi	|	PO	Box	118,	Wonthaggi	3995	
1300	BCOAST	(226	278)	or	(03)	5671	2211	or	via	the	
National	Relay	Service	(for	people	with	speech	or	
hearing	difficulties)	on	13	36	77	|	basscoast@basscoast.
vic.gov.au	|			www.basscoast.vic.gov.au		

The Bottle-O Phillip Island  
is looking for a Casual Shop Person. 
Must have an RSA, must be reliable, 

have good communication skills, 
be able to work unsupervised and 

hardworking as the job includes lifting 
and stacking boxes of alcohol. 

General knowledge of alcohol & wines 
is an advantage, must be available to 
work open and close, weekends and 
event weekends and public holidays.

Must be competent with  
cash handling & working with tills  

and it is essential to have  
above computer skills. 

Drop your resume into the store  
or email it to us.

phillipisland@thebottle-o.com.au
26-28 Bayveiw Ave Surf Beach.
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Position Vacancies
Bass Coast Health

Bass Coast Health is seeking applications  
for the following positions:

ORAL HEALTH THERAPIST 
Fixed term Full Time – Closes 22/02/21

PLUMBER 
Full Time – Closes 19/02/21

PHARMACIST 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closes 19/02/21

WARD CLERK 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closes 26/02/21

ASSOCIATE NURSE UNIT MANAGER – 
MEDICIAL/ SURGICAL WARD 
Full Time – Closes 19/02/21

NURSE UNIT MANAGER – ACUTE WARD 
Full Time – Closes 26/02/21

For full position details, a position 
description and how to apply, please refer 
to the BCH website basscoasthealth.org.au 
or contact Human Resources via email  
hr@basscoasthealth.org.au JO
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t 5671 3333   f 5671 3300
e info@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au

Finance Clerk
Christian Youth Camps Ltd (CYC) is a Chris-
tian Not For Profit organisation, committed to 
the Christian Faith. We provide group accom-
modation and facilitate holiday camps across 
5 sites in Victoria, being CYC The Island, CYC 
Phillip Island Adventure Resort, CYC Forest 
Edge, CYC Adanac and CYC City.

CYC’s Mission Statement and Statement of 
Faith can be found at cyc.org.au

We are seeking an experienced Finance Clerk 
to join our Finance Team based at the CYC 
Head Office on Phillip Island.

The position is a part time position (hrs nego-
tiable) for a temporary 6 month contract with 
the possibility of extending the contract for the 
right candidate. 

Key Duties include: 

•  End to end processing of Accounts  
Receivables 

• Administration duties such as scanning 
and electronic archiving

• Monthly reconciliations

The successful applicant must have the following 

• Minimum 3 years’ experience in a 
finance clerk/bookkeeping position

• Proficient in the use of Reckon Desktop 
and/or Xero

• A high level of attention to detail 

• The ability to maintain confidentiality

• Be able to use your initiative to get the 
job done 

• Work well in a team environment

• Experience in Adobe Acrobat would be 
an advantage

A detailed Position Description is available 
upon request. For further enquiries or a copy 
of the Position Description contact Rosie on 

5952 2324 or employment@cyc.org.au 

Interested applicants should ap-
ply in writing including a                                                                                   

Cover Letter and Resume to

Rosie Zimmer at employment@cyc.org.au.

Applications close  
Friday 5th March 2021

Christian Youth Camps Ltd is committed  
to promoting and protecting the best 

 interests of children and has  
a zero tolerance to child abuse.

The successful applicant must have a valid 
Working With Children Check. JO

00
58

0A
A

VOCAL TEACHER  
– INDIVIDUAL LESSONS

All Staff must demonstrate an active 
commitment to the ethos of a Catholic school. 
Mary MacKillop College is a Child-Safe school.

Further information can be found on our 
website or contact the Principal’s Personal 

Assistant, Carly Kitchingman 
ckitchingman@mmcrc.catholic.edu.au. 

Applications close 4pm,  
Friday 26th February 2021.
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Mary MacKillop
Catholic Regional College

VOCAL TEACHER  
– INDIVIDUAL LESSONS

All Staff must demonstrate an active 
commitment to the ethos of a Catholic school. 
Mary MacKillop College is a Child-Safe school.

Further information can be found on our 
website or contact the Principal’s Personal 

Assistant, Carly Kitchingman 
ckitchingman@mmcrc.catholic.edu.au. 

Applications close 4pm,  
Friday 26th February 2021.
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Mary MacKillop
Catholic Regional College

Christian Youth Camps Limited
(Committed to the Christian Faith) trading as

Phillip Island
Adventure Resort offers:

More than just a job, a mission, a purpose,
an invitation to be a part of something
bigger than yourself. With award wages, an
incredible team and never a dull moment this
is a great opportunity.

Dining Hosts
We are looking for Dining Hosts with an atten-
tion to detail, strong customer service and are 
self-motivated. Previous experience in hospi-
tality advantageous. Must be able to work a 
flexible roster including some weekends. Hours 
vary between 7am and 7.30pm. Incorporates 
cleaning aspects to the role also.

Baristas
We are looking for people who love to go above 
and beyond for the customer, are self-motivat-
ed and have an enthusiastic and upbeat atti-
tude. Having a heart for hospitality and people 
is a must, as well as a quick thinking and a pos-
itive outlook.  Flexibility in rostering is required, 
with typical hours varying between 7am and 
7.30pm, inclusive weekends.

Applicants will be required to obtain:
Working with Children Card (Mandatory)

Applications close  
Friday 5 March

Christian Youth Camps Ltd (CYC) is  
committed to promoting and protecting the 

best interests of children and has a zero  
tolerance to child abuse.

Interested applicants should apply in writing, 
including a resume to: 

Leanne Haringsma/Director of Camp Services 
leanne@cyc.org.au

Phillip Island Adventure Resort 
1775 Phillip Island Road, Cowes 3922 JO
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Newhaven College is an independent 

co-educational school on Phillip 
Island offering quality education for 

students from Prep to Year 12. 
 

School Health Nurse 
Approximately 2 days per week 

 
For details on requirements, duties and 

responsibilities, visit our College Website 
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/about/work

-at-newhaven 
 

Applications close 5.00pm, Friday 19 
February 2021 and should be submitted to 
katrina.lawrence@newhavencol.vic.edu.au 

 
Newhaven College is a child safe environment. 

Every child has a right to be safe, and at the 
College we have a zero tolerance for child safety 

risks (including child abuse and reportable 
conduct).  As such, preferred applicants will be 

subject to child protection screening, background 
and reference checks, verification of identity checks 

and must adhere to the College’s child safe 
practices, as outlined in the Child Protection 

Program policies available on the College website. 
JO00560AA

SITUATION VACANT

CALL OUT FOR A DISH HAND…
We are seeking out an individual for a  
Part-time dish hand to join our team. 

• Must LOVE doing the dishes!
• Must have hospitality experience in working  

in kitchens and busy environments
• Can work well under pressure 

• Individuals who pride themselves on the 
cleanliness & efficiency of their workstation

• Must be available to work nights & weekends

PROFESSIONAL WAIT STAFF
Seeking Casual position to join our team,

• Experienced hospitality professional
• Must be available for weekend shifts & nights

• Passionate about service, food & wine
• Can work well under pressure and  

have an eye for detail

Individuals apply only by email, with referees; 
send applications to  

careers@pinostrattoria.com.au
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SITUATIONS VACANT
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VicHealth funding will support thousands 
more Victorian women get active and socially 
connect.

Thousands more Victorian women, includ-
ing many from bushfire-affected communities, 
will have the chance to get active and meet new 
people in 2021, thanks to $830,000 in new Vi-
cHealth funding to expand highly popular so-
cial sport programs.

The sports programs, including body-positive 
hiking groups and lawn bowls for mums and 
bubs, have already proven a hit with Victorian 
women and will expand to more than 300 new 
locations across the state.

The activities funded as part of VicHealth’s 
Active Women and Girls Program include: 

• Bowling with Babies by Bowls Victoria: 
planning to expand to 90 new locations, includ-
ing a focus on bushfire-affected areas

• GO Soccer Mums by Football Victoria: plan-
ning to expand to 196 new sites, including a fo-
cus on reaching women from culturally diverse 
or newly arrived backgrounds in regional areas

• Switch by Touch Football Victoria: planning 
to expand to 30 new sites, including a focus on 
reaching women affected by bushfires and 
from culturally diverse or newly arrived back-
grounds

• Escaping Your Comfort Zone (bushwalk-
ing): expanding to Gippsland, with the aim of 
running more than 170 hikes across the region. 

“We know women are twice as likely to put 
off exercising because they worry what other 
people think - this is a mindset we’re continuing 
to change,” said Minister for Women, Gabrielle 
Williams.

“Having more women involved in sport ben-
efits us all, it’s healthy, it’s social and it changes 
the way women and girls view themselves.”

VicHealth Executive Manager Programs 
Group Kirstan Corben said after the difficulties 
of 2020, it’s important to support more women 
to get active and socially connect through inclu-
sive and innovative activities.

“We’re excited to support these highly popu-
lar sports initiatives to expand to more than 300 
new locations and provide thousands of women 
with an opportunity to get active and be social,” 
Ms Corben said.

VicHealth’s Active Women and Girls Partici-
pation Program (AWAG) began in 2017 to give 
women and girls the chance to be active in more 
social and relaxed environments, without the 
pressure of competitive sport.

Since 2017, almost 10,000 women and teen-
age girls have participated in AWAG programs 
across close to 300 locations. A La Trobe Uni-
versity evaluation shows the programs were 
highly successful at getting more than two-
thirds of attendees to come back and partici-
pate again. 

About the newly expanded programs:
• Bowling with Babies www.bowlsvic.org.

au/bowling-with-babies/ empowers less-active 
mums to take time to focus on their wellbeing in 
a fun, relaxing and comfortable environment – 
with their baby. It’s a fitness and social activity 
that brings new and expecting mums together 
to enjoy a social bowl, coffee and a chat with 
other local mums.

• GO Soccer Mums www.footballvictoria.
com.au/go-soccer-mums is an introductory 
football program designed specifically for 
women, where participants can have fun, meet 
new people, and learn basic football skills in 
a fun, social, judgment-free environment. It’s 
not just for mums – but for all women, from all 
walks of life.

• Switch touchfootball.com.au/vic/switch/ 
is a multi-week touch football program for all 
women. Participants will develop fitness and 
skills to boost their confidence in playing touch 
football. The program is open to all fitness and 
skill levels, making it a great alternative to a 
conventional boot camp. Switch focuses on the 
fun and social benefits of touch football.

• Escaping Your Comfort Zone www.escap-
ingyourcomfortzone.com/ is an inclusive hik-
ing and adventure group for women and non-
binary people of all different body shapes, sizes 
and abilities. All hikes are easy, short and slow 
paced. The outdoors doesn’t care about your 
size, your speed or your fitness – it’s just about 
having fun in nature with new friends.

For more information or to get involved, head 
to www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/activewomen

Women get 
out and get 
active
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14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BOLD

TIDE GUIDE
Wed 17 5.45am 11.36am 6.07pm 11.45pm

2.86m 0.61m 2.71m 0.74m

Thu 18 6.14am 12.09pm 6.43pm
2.81m 0.56m 2.71m

Fri 19 12.20am 6.39am 12.40pm 7.17pm
 0.82m 2.75m 0.52m 2.70m
Sat 20 12.53am 7.05am 1.11pm 7.53pm
 0.90m 2.70m 0.51m 2.68m
Sun 21 1.27am 7.33am 1.42pm 8.31pm
 0.99m 2.63m 0.53m 2.64m
Mon 22 2.02am 8.05am 2.15pm 9.14pm
 1.10m 2.55m 0.58m 2.58m
Tue 23 2.42am 8.42am 2.52pm 10.04pm
 1.21m 2.45m 0.64m 2.52m

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  
No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point
Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31
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Tuesday, February 9, Men’s 18 Hole Stabl-
eford: Winner was Phil Foster H/c (22) with 
41 points from Allen Sherlock H/c (17) with 
40 points.

Men’s, 9 Hole Stableford: Winner was Ian 
Bray H/c (29) with 17 points on a countback 
from Basil Moloney H/c (14) also with 17 
points.

Wednesday February 10, Ladies 18 Hole 
Par: Winner was Kathleen Ridley H/c (45) 
with +6 points from Glenda Longshaw H/c 
(29) with +4 points.

Ladies 9 Hole Stableford: Winner was Jane 
Sellenger H/c (45) with 16 points from Lyn 
Dunne H/c (45) with 15 points.

Winners of Round 1 of the Walton Singles 
Handicap Matchplay Knockout: Vicki Roff-
Smith, Lorraine Hammon, Megan Havers, 
Margaret Frith, Pam Rothfield, Kim Rippon-
King, Liz Gleeson and Liz O’Neill.

Thursday February 11, Men’s and Ladies 
18 Hole Stableford: Winner was Shane Palm-
er H/c (20) with 45 points from John Maglica 
H/c (25) with 42 points.

Men’s and Ladies 9 Hole Stableford: Win-
ner was Peter Matthews H/c (30) with 21 
points from Len Fenton H/c (18) with 19 
points.

Saturday February 13 – No Golf due to CO-
VID-19 Shutdown.

Due to the COVID-19 shutdown members 
will be notified with regard to golf competi-
tion recommencement dates.

The Channel Challenge organising commit-
tee were breathing a sigh of relief last Friday, 
when the state went into a five-day lockdown.

Back in January, the committee decided to 
cancel the popular event, due to Covid-restric-
tions and at the time noted if they went ahead, 
there was a real risk the event could have to be 
cancelled at short notice.

“Just imagine how we would be feeling right 
now with $10,000 worth of printed t-shirts sit-
ting in the upstairs area of the San Remo Hotel 
and preparations well advanced for 500 – 600 
competitors to hit the water tomorrow and the 
news came out that the event has to be can-
celled/postponed with less than 24 hours’ no-
tice,” said Ron Nicholson, a spokesperson for 
the committee.

“Well done to those who argued for the defer-
ment of the event until 2022 – your fears about 
the risk factor have proven to be well founded.”

Unfortunately the lockdown meant the sub-
stitute dinner planned for Saturday February 
13 at the San Remo Hotel couldn’t go ahead.

Sixty-five life members and legends of the 
Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club were 
getting together for an event that was also a 
“soft launch” for Graeme Clauscen’s new book 
on the history of the club, “Wild about Wooli” 
(see separate story).

“That would have been quite a reunion,” said 
Ron.

“However this very sudden lockdown of the 
entire State will impact some people in a far 
more serious manner than us and I can’t help 
but feel very sorry for those people who had 
weddings scheduled for tomorrow – this would 
be devastating for them.

“We can now thank our lucky stars and focus 
on putting on a great series of events in 2022 
and hoping that the year off creates a real ap-
petite to reinvigorate our iconic Channel Chal-
lenge event for many years to come.”

Women’s winner: Mary O’Brien – wins 5.
Men’s winner: Laurie Petrusch – wins 6.
Encouragement Award: Lyn Gray – wins 2.
We welcome any new members to join our club.

Tables are booked at the RSL on Thursday 
night, for anyone wanting to have dinner with 
other players before the games.

Great opportunity to socialise and get to 
know everyone.

Games start at 7.30pm sharp.
Please contact Bob Hee on 0419 594 583 for 

any other queries you may have.

This week’s winners were Michael Dady, 
Greg Wood and Graham Woolstencroft.

Runners up were Sean McWilliams and 
Elaine Williams.

On Game winners were Peter McWilliams, 
Sue Wood, Pauline McWilliams, Wayne Ste-
venson and Dennis Talbot.

Midweek bowls was played at Lang Lang 
with 28 happy bowlers on a very warm and hu-
mid day.

Still, it did not curb the enthusiasm of our 
bowlers and good humour could be heard from 
all rinks and plenty of laughter and the green 
was running true.

Thank you once again to our member Jimmy 
Nunan who contributed to the Royal Children’s 
Hospital fund with his wrong biases.

Twelve ends were played before lunch and as 
the mercury was rising in the afternoon the or-
ganisers decided to cut the last game to ten ends.

This was greatly appreciated, and we all looked 
forward to a cold drink at the end of the game.

Thanks to Alan for suppling us with a much-
needed beverage and a smile and also the mem-
bers who helped in the kitchen.

As usual there was some high scores and very 
good bowling.

Thank you to the members who brought in 
fresh produce for our free raffle table, it was 
much appreciated.

Next week we will play at Corinella, 10am at 
venue for a 10.30 start, BYO lunch. Two games 
of twelve ends.

For more information or to register please 
contact Peter McWilliams on 5678 5974.

Everyone welcome, so come along for a great 
day of bowling and good company.

See you on the Green.

Under 12s
After a couple of wet Friday nights, it was 

the Under 12 Blue Sharks first real game as 
team since we split into two sides.

We made our way over the bridge to play 
local rivals Bass. With a full side available 
and keen for a good game of cricket we were 
led out by a much-improved cricketer in Bud 
Marshall. He has had his speech prepared 
for a couple of weeks and it certainly had the 
team ready to go with his wise words.

The Blues were sent into bowl and Sunny 
Williams was given the job of unwrapping 
the brand-new ball and bowling the first over 
which he did without hesitation! All the boys 
bowled really well with some stand out bowl-
ing from Cub Cantwell, Arch Williams and 
Ryan Hughes.

The standard of fielding since the Christ-

mas break has been a real highlight both at 
games and at training. There were some ex-
ceptional efforts from Jax Marshall, Koby 
Vanberlo and Bud Marshall returning the 
ball to our number one keeper in Zac Hughes 
in great style which had the Bass boys double 
guessing their running between wickets.

After the 20 overs it was our turn to bat and 
with some big hitting and finding the gaps 
we were ticking over the score board nicely. 
Some great partnerships were formed which 
isn’t easy when only batting for four overs per 
pair. Batsmen Jye Larcombe, Ethan Tilly and 
Zac Hughes showed their skill and endeavour 
throughout their innings.

Fingers crossed we get back out and play-
ing next Friday in our second last game for 
the year!

Go Blue Baby Sharks!

It was a perfect day when students from 
Our Lady Star of the Sea paddled out for their 
February surfing program.

Students from years one to six took part.
“The temperature was perfect and waves 

were just right,” said Principal Catherine 
Blackford.

“The students were divided into two groups 
and each group had a two-hour lesson which 
included safety information, surfing skills 
practice on the beach and a great time using 
these skills in the water.”

There were plenty of eager helpers as well 
as coaches in the surf.

“I think the staff had as much fun as the stu-
dents,” Ms Blackford said.

“It was so rewarding looking at the chil-
dren’s faces as they improved throughout 
the session and to see how they improve with 
each lesson.”

In December all the students, from Founda-
tion to Year six will be able to try their skills 
when the school again ventures down to 
Smiths Beach to show its surfing style.

SPORT

Phillip Island golf

In early January, the Channel Challenge 
organising committee made the extremely 
difficult decision to cancel this year’s event, 
citing Covid restrictions and the risk of the 
event being cancelled at the last minute.

Sigh of relief from Channel  
Challenge organisers

Euchre results

Midweek 
bowls results

Best One Game winners were Pauline 
McWilliams (2), Wayne Stevens (L), Peter 
McWilliams (S) and Sue Wood (3).

Winners of midweek bowls played at Lang 
Lang were Michael Dady (S), Greg Wood (3) 
and Graham Woolstencroft (L) 

Cricket: Baby Blues take on Bass

Sean McWilliams (3), Denis Talbot (S) and 
Elaine Williams (L) were the runners up of 
midweek bowls.

Surfing OLSS style
Angelo was up and riding the waves at the 
surf school for Our Lady Star of the Sea.

Our Lady Star of the Sea students and staff loved their surfing program, which included 
students from years one to six.

Young Isaac had his surf stance mastered. 
“It was so rewarding looking at the children’s 
faces as they improved throughout the ses-
sion,” said Principal Catherine Blackford.
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

17 SEAGROVE WAY, COWES

7 KAURI CLOSE, COWES

156 SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES

LK
00

23
7A

A

SOLD

WE HAVE QUALITY  
TENANTS WAITING

RENTAL  
PROPERTIES 
URGENTLY 
WANTED

CONTACT AGENT
• Designer home overlooking wetlands area
• 4 bed/4 bath/2 car
• Great sized allotment of 780m2 (approx.)

$880,000 - $940,000
• Fully enclosed patio with northerly aspect
• 4 bed/2 bath/3 car
• Large 890m2 (approx.) allotment

 WE HAVE  
CASH BUYERS 

READY TO  
PURCHASE  

NOW!

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local 
newsagency

ADVERTISERPHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

LK00109

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving 
Club life member Graeme Clauscen 
has put together a book chronicling 
the club’s 50-year history.

“Wild about Wooli” includes 
personal recollections as well as 
club statistics, from its founda-
tion in 1959 through to 2009.

The impetus for the book came 
from the celebrations of the 
Club’s 50th back in 2009.

As the club’s historian and ar-
chivist, Graeme had put together 
massive scrapbooks including 
posters, photos, club memorabil-
ia and news clipping. These were 
put on display over the weekend 
of the 50-years celebration.

“People loved going through 
the books and seeing themselves, 
10-15-20 years ago,” Graeme said.

Inspired by the interest, he then 
started compiling club statistics, 
including all the offi ce bearers 
(and the years served), Gold, 
Silver and Bronze medallion 
awards, Channel Challenge re-
sults and a list of every member 
over the 50 years.

The book also includes stories 
and memories from some club 
members and a decade by decade 
run down of the fi rst 50 years.

There’s a section dedicated to 
signifi cant events in the club’s 
history, including the three club-
house openings, forming the fi rst 
female bronze squad in Victoria 
in 1980, and the car park fi re, 
where 40 cars were lost. 

Other events include the start of 
the Channel Challenge and win-
ning the Victorian and Australian 
Surf Life Saving Club of the Year 
in 2006 and 2007 respectively.

For those on the outside looking 
in, the book provides a fascinat-
ing insight into the evolution of 
surf life saving itself, as well as 
the club.

“It does give a good snapshot of 

how lifesaving has evolved over 
the years,” Graeme said, noting 
that Woolamai was one of the 
fi rst clubs to use a new technique 
– mouth to mouth resuscitation – 
in its fi rst summer of operation.

It was also one of the fi rst surf 
clubs to offer learn to swim classes 
to local children, when it launched 
the Penguins program (now 
known as The Nippers) in 1963.

Now that the book has fi nally 
been published, Graeme’s a little 
stunned by the fi nal product.

“I never thought it would be so 
good,” he admitted.

“Now people are reading it and 
I’m getting feedback, I realise 
what I have achieved.”

Having worked on the book for 
decades “between working, run-
ning a business and living a life”, 
he said there’s both a sense of 
relief and a sense of pride in the 
achievement.

But he’s quick to give credit to a 
loyal band of people who helped 
him achieve the fi nal outcome.

“Lyn Young worked with me 
on all the original assembly, and 
with her computer put the whole 
thing together,” Graeme said.

“Denni and the team at Print it 
Fast in San Remo did the design 
work.”

The book was printed at Litho-
craft – a company owned by an-
other club life member, who also 
persuaded the paper supplier and 
binder to offer a generous dis-
count rate for the project.

“Wild at Woolamai” is on sale 
for $50 and all proceeds from 
the sale of the book will go to the 
Woolamai Beach Surf Life Sav-
ing Club for the upkeep of its his-
tory and archives.

Order forms are available by 
emailing gcsanremo@bigpond.
com or calling 0412 789 499. Avail-
able for pick up, or $15 postage.

Wild about Wooli
It has to be the 70s! In the Mini Moke are (rear) Andrew Humphreys and Lindsay Shaw and (front) Ron Hay and Rick O’Shea. The Moke 
was hired to get the Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club team around the Gold Coast during the 1974 Aussie Championships.

A proud club March Past team at a Woolamai Carnival. Members 
(from left to right) are John Ogden, Lindsay Shaw, Gordon Hold-
sworth, Mike Reed, Alan Plum, Jack Cross, Ron Hay, Rick O’Shea, 
Trevor Clauscen and John Thomson.

The club was in its infancy in the 1960s, but while membership 
numbers might have been small – the boards were huge! Club mem-
bers Trevor Clauscen (left) and Chris Beddows (right), at Woolamai.
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