
T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W E D N E S D A Y,  F E B R U A R Y  3 ,  2 0 2 1 1

Rugs10% OFF

Huge range instore
Check out our rug studio

155 Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au

Ph: 5952 1488
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For boats and caravans call Mike 0408 547 677
For general storage call Kristina 5952 6633
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COWES SELF STORAGE

BOAT CARAVAN RV STORAGE

52-54 Thompson Ave, Cowes  PH: 5952 5100

SOLAR POWER now available to each unit for battery charging. No extra cost.  

FULLY SECURED—FULL SURVEILLANCE

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100
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Vera Wiseman and Phoebe Leitch got straight into the classroom spirit in their fi rst day of Prep at Cowes Primary School. We share all the joy, excitement and trepidation of the start of 
school, on pages 6, 11 and 16.

The dedication and hard work of 
Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving 
Club has kept beach goers safe, as 
Victoria recorded its worst drown-
ing year on record.

Royal Life Saving Australia said 
as of January 29, 17 people have 
drowned in Victoria this summer, 
accounting for 27 per cent of the na-
tional toll.

Sixty-two people have drowned in 
Australia this summer.

The record numbers of holiday 
makers on the island translated to 

record numbers on the beach and 
the local season got off to a tragic 
start when a young woman drowned 
at Smiths Beach on November 29.

While that remains the only fatal-
ity on Phillip Island beaches this 
season, between the end of Novem-
ber and January 10, the surf life sav-
ing club volunteers undertook 2759 
preventative actions – ranging from 
directing people to swim between 
the fl ags, closing the beach due to 
dangerous conditions or displaying 
dangerous current signs.

Their dedication and hard work 
has not gone unnoticed.

Ron Nicholson, a Life Member 
and former club president said the 
club leaders have been “under the 
pump” this season.

“There has been a lot of action on 
the beaches over the last six weeks, 
which has brought us all back to re-
alising what a valuable service this 
club is providing to the local and 
visiting community.”

Brian “Reggie” Whittaker, anoth-
er life member and former president 

said he had recently visited both 
Cape Woolamai and Smiths Beach 
Rescue Tower and was impressed 
by the team and their dedication.

“What a wonderful team of mem-
bers/lifeguards we have on duty 
across the island,” he said.

During the visit to Smiths Beach, 
he said the lifeguards were called 
on to perform two rescues, as swim-
mers strayed from between the 
fl ags and got caught in a rip.

“I have said it before and pleased 
to say it again – Woolamai is a great 

club and what makes it great is the 
members.”

Another member said during a 
family visit to Woolamai, they saw 
the volunteers perform a “mass res-
cue” after about 10 swimmers got 
dragged out.

“The fl ags came straight down, 
three tube swimmers hit the water 
alongside two paddle boards and 
the IRB was launched.”

The IRB was joined by the new 
Rescue Jet Skis.

Continued page 7

First day! 
School’s back 
for 2021

Praise for local life savers during dangerous season
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M:	0466	746	749
E:	info@bwdsolar.com.au
W:	www.bwdsolar.com.au

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

M: 0466 746 749
E: info@bwdsolar.com.au
W: www.bwdsolar.com.au

Free quotes 
tailored to suit 
your energy 
needs.
STC Rebates
Vic Government 
Rebates
Steve Williams
Frank Bilson  

Solar Power Phillip Island & Surrounds

Call for a Free Quote—Steve 0466746749

   BWD Solar Pty Ltd     ABN 15 621 481 696  
M: 0466 746 749   E: info@bwdsolar.com.au

• Local Company

• Local Tradespersons

• Save $$$ on electricity

• Residential PV Systems

• Commercial PV Systems

• www.bwdsolar.com.au
M: 0466 746
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Free Quotes 
tailored to suit 
your energy 
needs

STC Rebates 

Vic Government Rebates

Steve Williams

Frank Bilson

Solar Power Phillip Island & Surrounds

Call for a Free Quote – Steve 0466 746 749

•    Local Company
•    Local Tradespersons
•    Save $$$ on electricity
•    Residential PV Systems 
•    Commercial PV Systems
•    www.bwdsolar.com.au
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Don’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922
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A carpenter from Surf Beach 
has joined the ranks of Phillip 
Islanders who have tested pos-
itive to the Ross River virus.

He joins Glenn Heil from Wim-
bledon Heights and two men 
from Cape Woolamai who con-
firmed they’ve been diagnosed, 
with Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) advis-
ing there were nine confirmed 
cases in the shire.

Bass Coast Shire Council and 
Bass Coast Health were both 
unaware of the outbreak until 
contacted by the Advertiser.

Thirty-two-year-old Nick 
Bateman from Surf Beach said 
his symptoms appeared a fort-
night before Christmas, but 
initially he thought they were 
caused by a work injury.

“I cut my finger at work and I 
though it was infected and sep-
tic arthritis had set in.

“After five days, I couldn’t 
walk, my ankles were all swol-
len. My toes, my fingers, my 
wrists, my knees … all swollen.”

He went to the Health Hub 
in Cowes, and like the other 
islanders the Advertiser spoke 
to (see January 28 edition), 
Ross River virus wasn’t con-
sidered as a possible cause for 
his symptoms.

This is despite DHHS issu-

ing a Ross River virus health 
warning for Gippsland and 
other areas of the state in early 
November.

“They gave me a blood test, 
but didn’t test for Ross River,” 
Nick said.

Despite being in “so much 
pain”, he was sent home with-
out any medication.

“I’ve only lived here for 
about eight months, so I went 
back to my normal doctor on 
the Peninsula,” said Nick.

“I had a blood test there for 
Ross River virus.”

His doctor prescribed a 
course of steroids and “that’s 
the only thing that keeps me 
working”, Nick said.

“If I stop taking them, I can’t 
work.”

Nearly six weeks after his 
symptoms first appeared, Nick 
said they are still strong.

“If I don’t take the steroids, 
the symptoms flare up again.”

With his course of steroids 
about to run out, Nick said he’ll 
have to rely on Panadol and fish 
oil to manage the symptoms.

“I still go surfing, but it’s a 
struggle. Every joint hurts.”

Nick believes he was prob-
ably bitten somewhere on Phil-
lip Island.

“I have no memory of being 

bitten, but there’s always mos-
quitoes at the back door of the 
house when I feed the dog at 
night.”

Like Glenn Heil, Nick be-
lieves more should have been 
done to warn the community 
of the danger.

“If there was a warning, I 
would have put RID on if I was 
outside at night.”

Previously, a DHHS spokes-
person told the Advertiser that 
Ross River virus can occur in 
most parts of Victoria.

“A Chief Health Officer ad-
visory was issued to alert the 
community in the south west of 
Victoria to take personal mea-
sures to avoid mosquito bites 
after surveillance showed high 
mosquito numbers and pres-
ence of virus in the mosquitoes.”

The current warning on the 
HealthVic website, last updat-
ed on January 20, specifically 
mentions Surf Coast, Geelong 
and Bellarine Peninsula.

There is no mention of Phil-
lip Island or Bass Coast.

Bass Coast Shire Council’s 
program of monitoring or bait-
ing mosquitos, has not run for 
the last five years, as a council 
spokesperson said there had 
been no local mosquito-borne 
health issues.

Drivers and pedestrians 
were lucky to escape un-
scathed when one of Thomp-
son Avenue’s much-loved cy-
press trees dropped a large 
branch last week in fine 
weather.

The tree, outside the Cow-
es post office, is a notorious 
limb-dropper and Phillip Is-
land SES spokesman Alan 
O’Connor said trees could 
“unexpectedly” drop branch-
es even in calm weather con-
ditions, especially if they’ve 
been stressed during storm 
events.

He advised to avoid park-
ing under the trees if pos-
sible.

“But we understand it’s not 
always convenient to do that 
in Cowes main streets,” Alan 
said.

Legal delays have pushed back a 
County Court trial of a 61-year-old 
former Newhaven College music di-
rector.

Kirk Skinner, a college department 
head until stepping down from the 
role last year, was charged in Febru-
ary 2020 with two counts of sexual 
assault of a child under 16. In August 
detectives from the Morwell Sexual 
Offences and Child Abuse Investiga-
tion Team (SOCIT). laid a further 10 
sexual offence charges.

A County Court hearing last month 
postponed the next hearing to July 1, 
with further delays expected.

Meanwhile Mr Skinner, who lives 
at Woolamai, was set to appear on 
contested charges at the Latrobe Val-
ley Magistrates’ Court last Friday for 
a committal mention, but this was 
also delayed until February 26.

According to the charge sheet, the 
offences occurred across multiple 
locations, including Phillip Island, 
Woolamai and Wonthaggi, dating 
back every year for the past five 
years.

Ex-College 
teacher  
court delays

Ross River virus at Surf Beach

Keep an eye on the sky
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We Sell More. 
To fi nd out what your biggest asset is really worth contact our award winning team today. 

5952 5100 

Joshua Dunstan
General Manager 

0407 558 933

Mike Foenander
Executive Residential 
& Commercial Sales

0408 547 677

Jenni Kent
Property Consultant

 0428 566 643

Greg Davis
Property Consultant

 0488 279 740

Jaime Morris
Property Consultant

 0408 367 310

Michael Wilkinson
Property Consultant

0439 783 294

Oscar Price
Property Consultant 

0467 360 260

52-54 Thompson Avenue    
obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes

14 Castle Combe Circuit, Cowes
3   2   2

SOLD

5 Malcalm Avenue, Surf Beach
3   1   2

SOLD

633 Settlement Road, Cowes
3   2   2

SOLD

59 Teddy Bear Lane, Cowes
3   1   1

SOLD

36 Elvington Avenue, Cowes
3   2   2

SOLD

9 Cape Barren Close, Cowes
3   2   2

SOLD

1 Bella Court, Sunderland Bay
3   2   2

SOLD

Lot 28 Berrys Beach Road, Ventnor

SOLD

Operation Amity targeted danger-
ous driving, including drink and 
drug driving, speeding and mobile 
phone use over the long weekend.

Across Bass Coast, seven people 
were booked for drink driving, with 
three booked for drug driving.

There were 24 speeding offences 
and seven people fined for not wear-

ing a seatbelt.
Unlicensed drivers (two) and un-

registered vehicles (four) were also 
fined. Two people were fined for us-
ing their mobile phone while driving.

In good news, there were no cars 
impounded, no disqualified drivers 
and no cyclists fined for any road of-
fences.

Local police have issued a stern 
warning to anyone thinking of drink-
ing and then driving.

Police were called to a single vehi-
cle collision in Newhaven on Sunday 
night and said the male driver of the 
car was lucky to walk away unin-
jured.

“He was however not lucky enough 
to avoid police,” said a post on the 

Eyewatch Bass Coast Facebook page.
The man was more than three 

times over the legal limit and police 
immediately suspended his licence. 
He will face court at a later date.

“As his car is a write-off, he will 
also learn the hard way that insur-
ance will not cover you if you are 
drink driving at the time of a colli-
sion,” the police said.

Local residents are on alert after 
viral fragments of COVID-19 were 
detected in wastewater samples 
from Cowes.

The viral fragments were found in 
wastewater samples taken on Janu-
ary 27. They were also discovered in 
samples from Pakenham and Cas-
tlemaine.

The Chief Health Officer urged 
anyone who lives on Phillip Island 
or who visited any of the three areas 
between January 25-27, to get tested 
for COVID-19 if they have any symp-
toms, however mild.

Although Victoria has not recorded 
a case of community transmission in 
more than three weeks, and there’s 
been no positive cases in Bass Coast 
since August 2020, residents are be-
ing urged to remain vigilant.

Jan Child, CEO of Bass Coast 
Health (BCH) confirmed there were 
no recorded active cases in the re-
gion, however she said wastewater 
testing can show the possible pres-
ence of COVID-19 in our local com-
munity.

“A person who has recovered from 
COVID-19 can shed the virus for 
weeks after they were infectious. 
The detected fragments in Cowes 
could be from a local person or a 
visitor.

“The only way to learn whether 
we have any local active cases is via 
testing,” Ms Child said.

“Our testing numbers have 
dropped in the past two weeks, 
which is to be expected. However, 
we actively encourage our commu-
nity to get tested even with minor 
symptoms, for example a runny 
nose, scratchy throat or cough.

“Our testing tent in Wonthaggi 
can respond to increase in demand; 
we have staff on standby and can in-
crease our hours when needed.

“Testing is available through the 

Phillip Island Health Hub 24/7”.

Wastewater sampling
The wastewater sample was col-

lected as part of a weekly wastewa-
ter monitoring program by the state 
government.

Samples are taken from 95 waste-
water locations across the state, as 
an early detection method against 
coronavirus.

The state government said the 
weak detections of the virus at Cow-
es, Pakenham and Castlemaine have 
been confirmed by further analysis.

Viral fragments were also recently 
detected in Leongatha. Anyone who 
was in Leongatha between January 
17 and 19 is urged to get tested if they 
have any symptoms.

Testing times
Since the start of the pandemic, 

BCH has conducted over 16,000 tests.
At the peak of the second wave in 

August 2020, 1092 tests were done in 

one week.
There was a surge in demand for 

tests in early January this year, as 
Victoria raced to contain an outbreak 
from the Black Rock cluster.

Between Wonthaggi and Cowes, 
there were over 400 people tested in 
one day.

Since then, testing rates have fallen 
back to their pre-Christmas rate of 
around 50 or less.

In January, the Cowes Urgent Care 
Centre tested 800 people. The Won-
thaggi clinic did 1971 tests over the 
same period.

Travel zones
The last of the NSW “red zones” 

has now been downgraded, but a 
number of WA regions have entered 
lockdown after WA recorded a posi-
tive case of coronavirus.

Perth, the Peel region and South 
West region of WA have now been 
designated as red zones and do-
mestic travel restrictions now apply 
under Victoria’s ‘traffic light’ travel 
permit system.

The government has sent text 
messages to the 1700 people who ar-
rived in Victoria from WA between 
January 25 and 31 and came from 
an area now designated a red zone. 
Travellers were advised to get tested 
and stay isolated until they receive a 
negative test result.

If you have been in one of these 
currently listed WA red zones since 
January 25, you will not be allowed 
to enter Victoria without an excep-
tion, exemption or permitted work-
er permit.

Even though WA is currently 
the only state with designated red 
zones, anyone entering Victoria 
from other states and territories still 
requires a travel permit.

Anyone needing a permit can ap-
ply at service.vic.gov.au.

Police said the driver was lucky to walk away uninjured from this collision 
in Newhaven on Sunday night. The driver was charged with drink-driving 
and his licence was immediately suspended.

Don’t drink and drive

POLICE BRIEFS

Viral fragments of COVID-19 have 
been detected in wastewater 
samples from Cowes. Anyone who 
lives on the island or visited be-
tween January 25-27 is urged to get 
tested if they have even the mildest 
symptoms. 

Locals on alert as Covid 
fragments found in Cowes
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For testing locations visit CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Every test keeps us on top of this virus. 

And keeps us doing the things we love.

So even if your symptoms are mild, 

or you’ve been tested before, every test helps.

TESTEVERY HELPS

US KEEP CATCHING UP WITH MATES

About 60 objectors have argued 
against revived plans for a Forrest 
Caves camping and caravan park, sug-
gesting it could even lead to road or 
drowning deaths.

For the fifth consecutive year the 
controversial park plan has been pro-
posed, with the first planning permit 
for a 266-site caravan park develop-
ment lodged in 2016, which later re-
ceived 41 objections.

Late last year the developers sub-
mitted new plans for Bass Coast Shire 
approval for the 1285 Phillip Island 
Road land.

To be called Surf Park Phillip Island, 
the plans propose 177 camp sites – in-
cluding 26 drive through caravan sites, 
37 large camp sites and 114 tent sites 
– as well as a reception building, two 
amenities blocks, caretaker’s residenc-
es, camp kitchen, and recreation room.

Under the plans, the 8ha site will 
have 18 car parks, as well as parking 
for vehicles at each camp site, with a 
left and right turn lane land at the en-
trance to Phillip Island Road.

However the plans – open for public 
comment until the proposal goes be-
fore councillors later this year – have 
so far received 59 objections and one 
submission in support.

Many objectors highlighted that 
Forrest Caves was a dangerous unpa-
trolled beach, with large rips that are 
“often not visible”, and “one of the most 
treacherous stretches of beach on the 
whole of Phillip Island”.

“There have been significant numbers 
of rescues generally by local surfers, 
which are not documented,” wrote one.

“I’m sure there are a few tourists who 
owe their lives to the good nature of lo-
cals.”

A Surf Beach resident and surfer said 
they had “rescued many swimmers in 
my time who are oblivious to the rips 
that lie within the beach”.

Traffic
In 2016, Traffix Group completed a 

traffic report and once again they have 
submitted a new report, using traffic 

studies from 2014 and 2018 to conclude 
“traffic associated with the develop-
ment will be modest”.

However most objectors strongly dis-
agreed, predicting the proposed cara-
van park would invite serious traffic 
accidents.

A nearby resident argued the de-
veloper’s traffic study was “seriously 
flawed” and should have been carried 
out in peak season.

“This Christmas season and last Eas-
ter have been the busiest on record.”

The resident said 18 visitor car parks 
was “not nearly enough”, with at least 
one visitor space for every two sites.

“Caravan parks in Cowes have cars 
parked 100 metres in each direction on 
both sides of the road with guest cars in 
peak periods.

“It will create a very dangerous situa-
tion with lives certainly at risk.”

A resident who has lived near the site 
for 10 years said Surf Beach had sever-
al significant road collisions, including 
deaths, which led to speed limit reduc-
tion to 60km/hr.

“This proposed development is in the 
80km/hr zone,” the objector said.

“Having large numbers of vehicles 
attempting to enter Phillip Island Road 
at this place would be adding unaccept-
able risks to road users, both on the 
road and those attempting to turn into 
the park and enter the road.”

The resident said the proposed cara-
van park would “compound the diffi-
culty” of accessing Phillip Island Road 
in peak holiday season, while the near-
by hill crest reduced visibility.

The objector said there was “little 
to no infrastructure” around Forrest 
Caves and people staying would need 
to leave by car to the nearest corner 
shop 5km away.

Others agreed.
“There is no infrastructure close to 

the planned park. There is no turning 
lane for cars to use,” wrote one.

“A camping ground for 200 caravans/
cars is inevitably going to cause traf-
fic congestion, blocking access and at 
worst likely to cause a significant ac-
cident.”

Another submission said traffic con-
gestion was not just a holiday season 
issue, but “weekends are always busy 
and peak hour morning and night are 
always busy” as were school times.

One submission was critical of the 
shire, explaining that while they had 
objected to the previous caravan park 
plans through VCAT, this time round 
they had not been informed of the new 
proposal.

Environment
According to a flora and fauna as-

sessment, the site contains areas of en-
vironmental significance and is habitat 
for the Short-tailed Shearwater and the 
threatened Hooded Plover.

As such the developers propose a 
30-metre habitat protection buffer 
from the northern edge of the shear-

water breeding burrows and a non-
climbable conservation fence along 
the southern boundary to stop access 
to the conservation area.

Objectors, however, were critical 
of the proposal’s close proximity to a 
shearwater colony.

“Humans are lazy and will take the 
shortest route to the beach,” commented 
one submitter, saying visitors will walk 
over the conservation zone, damaging 
the dunes and disturbing wildlife.

Another said night time lighting 
would also impact the birds’ nesting, 
habitat, migration and flight path.

Several submissions highlighted that 
“almost every year” the land was sub-
ject to flooding, which stopped devel-
opment of the neighbouring Scenic Es-
tate reserve, “now a wetland managed 
beautifully as a tourist walk”.

Submitters asked how it was even 
possible to propose a caravan park in 
land that is zoned farming.

“I was led to believe the farming zone 
was to encourage agriculture, not dis-
courage it.”

A nearby resident said while the pro-
posed vegetation screen was theoreti-
cally a benefit, in reality wallabies will 
eat all trees, with their own planting of 
450 trees seeing just 40 trees survive.

“Wallabies ate 410 of them in a week,” 
the resident said.

Support
There was just one submission in 

support of the park plan.
“Phillip Island is a tourist destination 

and requires more caravan parks as 
four have now permanently closed in 
Cowes for development purposes,” the 
supporter wrote.

“The site is useless as farmland.
“The site is central to the island and 

located on the main road, that is great 
for access. A roundabout should be in-
stalled for access.”

Bass Coast Shire councillors in Sep-
tember 2017 unanimously voted to re-
ject the development and the develop-
ers took the proposal to VCAT, with 
four hearing delays up to March 2019.

The first proposal for a caravan park in Forrest Caves in 2016 was for about 
266-sites. Now after five years and many amendments the new plans sug-
gest 177-sites.

Objectors protest Forrest Caves van plan
PHILLIP ISLAND ROAD
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Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.

A1 Plaques specialise in cast bronze and 
aluminium plaques guaranteed to last a lifetime. 

Our bronze is protected by a Baked Enamel 
coating ensuring a quality finish to all our works. 

We can also provide engraved plaques in  
Stainless and Aluminium.

We pride ourselves in servicing any request  
with regard to design, artwork, size and shape. 

Offering consultancy throughout the design  
period to ensure our clients are completely 

satisfied, our products are of the highest quality 
and competitive pricing, delivered to you in a 

timely manner.
We service all industries including Cemeteries, 

RSLs, Councils, Churches, Pet Memorials  
and more.

Please visit our website to view a  
comprehensive product range.

Australian Plaques

1300 558 812
www.a1plaquesheadoffice.com.au
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It’s time to support Australian foundries

GROUP HEAD OFFICE

“Another Happy Customer,
Your Word-of-Mouth is Our Motivation”

ROBERT STEEL
0491112240

WWW.4REALPLASTERING.COM.AU

www.phillipislandfn.com.au OPEN 7 DAYS    
60 Thompson Ave, Cowes  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

For sale $609,000
27 Kendall Avenue,  
Cape Woolamai
Nestled in the quiet hamlet of Cape 
Woolamai is the perfect beach house. 
An easy walk to one of the best surf 
beaches in Australia. With ample room 
for caravan and boat storage an added 
bonus, another option is the potential 
for holiday or permanent rental, an 
inspection is a must

PERFECT HIDEAWAY/BEACH HOUSE

For sale $639,000
55 Katherine Circuit, Cowes
Presented with a classic beachside style, 
features open living with hardwood 
flooring a well planned kitchen and sunny 
north facing deck for outdoor entertain-
ing, everything about this home makes 
sharing it with family and friends effortless. 
The property is currently tenanted 
with a return of $1517 per month. The 
property features 3 bedrooms, ensuite & 
WIR to Main, a second living area, reverse 
cycle heating cooling and within walking 
distance to Cowes shopping centre.

For sale  
– expressions of interest
190 The Esplanade, Surf Beach
This highly sought after property delivers 
the views and idyllic lifestyle that people 
dream about. This Foreshore position 
allotment allows you to be on the beach 
within minutes. Build your dream and en-
joy the 180 degree water views and the 
ever changing vista. This large allotment 
954sqm allows for subddivision potential 
(STCA) or simply leave as is.

WHEN ONLY THE BEST VIEW WILL DO

URGENTLY NEED PROPERTIES FOR SALE
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FAMILY AND ENTERTAINING BONAZA

Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820.

46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820
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Supporting local business, 
creates local jobs.

RUSSELL
BROADBENT MP
Federal Member for Monash

Phillip Island Nature Parks’ annual report 
paints an uncertain future for the attraction, 
while finally revealing the full financial hit 
from the pandemic to its bottom line.

The 2019/20 report – delayed because of the 
virus – reveals total tourism revenue was 30 
per cent less than the prior year, with a 33.5 
per cent decrease in visitors, and a 27.5 per 
cent drop in retail and food and beverage ser-
vices, compared to 2018/19.

“As COVID-19 continues to evolve, we recog-
nise that it is difficult to reliably estimate, with 
any degree of certainty, the potential impacts 
after the reporting date on the Nature Parks, 
its operations, its future results and financial 
position,” the report states.

The Nature Parks’ revenue was $7.6 million 
less than the prior year, not including the May 
2020 State Government lifeline of $8.8 million, 
which included “a letter of comfort”, commit-
ting further government funding and under-
writing liabilities until November 2021.

“Based on the commitment by the govern-
ment to support the Nature Parks in meeting 
its current and future obligations as and when 
they fall due, the Board has formed the view 
that the Nature Parks can continue to meet its 
commitments as a going concern for the fore-
seeable future,” the report states.

“COVID-19 created unprecedented econom-
ic uncertainty and continues to have wide-
ranging impacts for the Nature Parks as well 
as the broader community on Phillip Island.”

The report states in the immediate aftermath 
of the virus, Nature Parks limited and deferred 
all non-critical expenditure by 28 per cent, ver-
sus the same period the prior year.

Visitors
Even before the pandemic hit – forcing the 

first closure in March – visitor numbers were 
down following the East Gippsland bushfires.

Yet for the first half of 2019/20, the Penguin 
Parade recorded revenue growth of 1.7 per 
cent despite a slight decrease in visitation, 
with premium visitor experiences strong, in-
creasing by 1.4 per cent compared to 2018-19 
and driving revenue growth.

In 2019/20 there were 757,846 visitors across 
all attractions compared to 1,121,274 in 18/19, 
with the penguin parade receiving 485,030 
visitors (719,617 in 18/19) and the Koala Con-
servation Reserve receiving 118,253 visitors 

(182,745 the previous year).
The eco-boat had 7,414 visitors, with that at-

traction’s contractual agreement concluding 
in April 2020.

Before the pandemic, PINP continued to fo-
cus on China as the biggest market, with CEO 
Catherine Basterfield and Research Director, 
Dr Peter Dann even visiting China in November 
2019. However, the annual report states India 
continues to be “our fastest growing market”.

The focus now, the report states, will be on 
building the domestic market “before expand-
ing to international markets when travel con-
fidence improves”.

Local residents increased their support of 
the Nature Parks, with sales of the locals pass 
increasing by 41 per cent, while PINP contrib-
uted more than $17,000 in donations to local 
groups including Change for Sam, Phillip Is-
land and District Basketball Association and 
the Artists Society of Phillip Island.

Environment
PINP remains the island’s largest employer 

with 184 staff (122 full time equivalent), while 
300 volunteers contributed 13,310 hours of work.

Due to COVID-19, many staff were rede-
ployed to assist with conservation work, reha-
bilitating 26.4 hectares of habitat with 36,246 
plants, caring for 13 bushfire affected koalas 
and counting penguins.

There was a nightly average of 1,250 pen-
guins crossing the beach and an above aver-
age 1.4 chicks per pair, with the current popu-
lation tallying 32,000 adult penguins.

In April 2020, 289 citizen scientists from 37 
countries spent 655 hours counting 281,197 
seals from 14,289 images – a 40 per cent in-
crease on 2018-19.

The Wildlife Clinic team cared for 77 pen-
guins (119 in 2018/19) and 468 other native ani-
mals from 60 different species (419 in 18/19), 
responding to more than 970 calls (1,320 the 
previous year) for wildlife rescues and advice.

Staff released 56 bandicoots onto French Is-
land, while Fairy Terns were found nesting at 
Rhyll Inlet in late 2019, the first time this spe-
cies has nested on Phillip Island in decades.

Australia’s Threatened Species Commis-
sioner, Dr Sally Box, endorsed PINP’s first 
Threatened Species Plan, which will reintro-
duce regionally threatened species, including 

Bush Stone-curlews and Long-nosed Potoroos.
The 28th year of Hooded Plover monitoring 

resulted in 19 breeding pairs, a 19 per cent de-
crease in nesting from the previous year, with 
nine chicks surviving, with the rate within 
range for maintaining a sustainable population.

Two feral cat detection dogs Marbee and 
Milly joined PINP, surveying 274km around 
the island, with 10 reports of foxes investigat-
ed and no physical evidence found.

A feral cat tracking project was established 
on Cape Woolamai in May 2020.

Nature Parks reveals full pandemic damage

The Nature Parks’ annual report reveals the full financial hit from the pandemic, with total tourism revenue down 30 per cent on the previous year.
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The school year has started with 81 students which 
Principal Catherine Blackford described as “terrifi c”.

“Term one promises to be exciting as we watch the 
development of our grounds with new playgrounds, 

a bird hide, a new oval and many more exciting ad-
ditions,” she said.

“As well as the landscaping the building extension of 
four classrooms and a library is also coming along nicely.” 

Cowes Primary School welcomed stu-
dents back last week, and it looks like 
2021 is shaping up to be a busy year.

Principal Rod McKenzie said the school 
had 561 students enrolled, an increase on 
the projected numbers, due to new fami-
lies moving to the area over summer.

Prep enrolments are the highest in seven 
years, and there’s strong demand for plac-
es at the Early Learning Centre (ELC).

On top of that, there’s plenty going on 
around the school grounds as well.

Over the holidays, new fl ooring was in-
stalled at the ELC and last year, and the 
Centre secured a $650,000 grant for an 
additional extension.

In the school grounds, replacement of 
the junior playground is underway, and 
students in Prep and Grade 1 can look 
forward to a new playground and surface.

“Last year, we asked the students what 
they’d like in the playground, so they had 
a say in the design, and it’s now under 
construction,” Mr McKenzie said.

Work has also begun on the school 
gym, which is due to be completed 
around October.

Located on the edge of the school’s 
sanctuary, behind the existing pool, the 
building work will not impact on the day-
to-day operations of the school. The same 
contractor will also provide a refurbish-
ment of the existing multi-purpose room.

New faces
As well as welcoming new students 

and families to the Cowes Primary fam-
ily,  three new staff members have been 
appointed this year.

Tessa Johnston is a former student 

there, and the school is thrilled to wel-
come her back.

“Tessa started her teaching career at 
Cowes Primary,” said Mr McKenzie.

“Since then, she’s taught overseas and 
in Melbourne.

“Now she’s back at Cowes Primary 
School taking a Prep class, in the same 
room that she was in a prep herself.

“We’re very happy to have her back 
and she brings with her some great ideas 
from her work abroad and in Melbourne.”

After the disruption because of Covid 
in 2020, the school is hoping for an un-
eventful year ahead.

“We’ve got our fi ngers crossed for that, 
but we’ve shown we’re agile enough to 
cope with the unexpected,” Mr McKen-
zie said.

Visit pisra.com.au  for more photos.

Phillip Island Village School 
has eight new foundation stu-
dents starting this year, including 
two siblings and several children 
that previously attended the Phil-
lip Island Village School Play-
group. Their fi rst day of school 
was Thursday, January 28.

The school’s ‘Shooting Stars’ 
(early years) program is designed 
for students working from foun-
dation to level 2 (a total of 17), 
with fi ve mentors teaching in this 
program.

“This program recognizes that 
children in the early years of their 
school journey greatly benefi t from 
a play-based focus to their learn-

ing,” a school spokesperson said.
“It integrates the adult-led com-

ponents of school, such as the 
development of core literacy and 
numeracy skills, and mentor sup-
ported activities, with a strong fo-
cus on child-led play-based time.

“Prioritising play-based learn-
ing time has multiple benefi ts in 
our school context, in particular 
enabling children to have extend-
ed periods of time to follow and 
learn about their own interests.”

As they move through the 
school, students are building and 
practicing the skills they need to 
be “sparky and empowered proj-
ect-based learners”.

A great foundation 
at Village School

2021 Foundation students and Mentors (left to right): Bjørn, 
Charlotte, Lilly (Mentor),  Savannah, Finnegan, Leo, Kayta, 
Christine (Mentor), Olive, and Wilma.

Shining bright – students return 
to Our Lady Star of the Sea

Rylan and Madeleine were keen to getting painting on 
their fi rst day.

Rocking their fi rst day at school are Solomon, 
Liam and Brenden.

All systems go at Cowes Primary School

MORE  BACK  TO  SCHOOL  ON  PAGE  11

Hugging with excitement, friends Emilia Verplak and 
Harper Durdin on their fi rst day Cowes Primary School

Zoe Turner and Zuri Bow are defi nitely off to a sun-
smart start to school.

Mum Carly with Sonny McShane.

It was all smiles from Harvey Ewbank and Filip 
Najdovski on their fi rst day.

The fi rst of many school drop-offs. Westley and Melissa Morris with 
their prep Alice, and Kara and Jarvis Weston with Winter.
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Stick to visitor 
limits in our homes.*

Coronavirus restrictions are in place to help keep us safe and open. 

Keeping on top of this virus is up to all of us.

Keep a face mask 
handy at all times.

And please practise COVIDSafe behaviours to keep us safe this summer.

• Keep 1.5 metres apart from 
  those you don’t live with.

• Keep your hands and 
  surfaces clean.

• Stay home if you feel unwell, 
  and get tested.

For all current restrictions, 
go to CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au

Authorised by the Victorian Government, Melbourne

*Babies under the age of 12 months are not included in daily limits.

RESTRICTIONS ARE IN PLACECOVID-19

Praise for local life savers 
during dangerous season

From page 1
“Those Rescue Skis were 

amazing with their manoeu-
vrability in the rough seas and 
ability to carry out a rescue in 
quick time with multiple pa-
tients hanging on to the rear 
flap.

“It was a textbook rescue 
and something most of us 
have seen over the years, but 
we should all be proud that 
the tradition is continuing 
with the next generation, and 
to see the new technology in 
action was impressive.”

Grateful public
The praise for the efforts of 

the lifeguards and volunteer 
life savers wasn’t confined to 
club members.

Grateful members of the 
public contacted the club to 
thank them.

One man in his late sixties, 
described his experience at 
Smiths Beach.

Admitting he wasn’t a 
strong swimmer, he had ven-
tured further out into the 
waves to check on his wife – 
“which I appreciate is exactly 
the wrong thing to do”.

“She was okay, but I was 
tired and unable to get back 
to the beach,” he said.

“Within about one minute, 
a young surf lifesaving lady 
appeared next to me. I was 
very grateful to get on the 
board and be transported 
back to the shallows.

“I now understand how oth-
ers get into trouble trying to 
help family.

“We have always appreci-
ated the safety offered by the 
flags and those who monitor 
the people in the sea, so a 

general thanks to the organ-
isation.”

More praise came from In-
grid, whose 16-year-old son 
was swept out in a rip at Cape 
Woolamai.

“I am eternally grateful to 
your team and all the amaz-
ing work you do,” Ingrid 
wrote in a message to the 
club.

“It was young Alice who 
helped him in, with Jordan 
helping as well.

“As you can imagine, it was 
a gut wrenching and heart-
stopping feeling for me. It has 
given us all a new-found re-
spect for the water.

“Please pass on my deep-
est thanks and admiration 
to your team and especially 
to Alice and Jordan,” said In-
grid, who also made a dona-
tion to the club.

Patrols extended
Patrols at Woolamai and 

Smiths Beach will continue 
until February 21.

Life Saving Victoria ex-
tended the seven day a week 
lifeguard and volunteer sea-
son due to the busy summer.

The patrols run from 10am 
until 6pm. After February 21, 
volunteer life savers from the 
Woolamai Beach Surf Life 
Saving Club will continue 
their patrols on weekends 
only until Easter.

The Jet Ski rescue service 
now operates on weekends 
only.

Everyone going to the 
beach this summer is encour-
aged to visit beachsafe.org.
au, download the beachsafe 
app and only swim at a pa-
trolled beach.

About 10,000 litres of sew-
age accidentally spilt into 
the ocean off Newhaven last 
year, according to Western-
port Water’s annual report.

The 2020 report, tabled at 
the end of last year in State 
Parliament, details the ac-
cident which lasted for 26 
minutes and was triggered 
by a power outage from a wet 
weather event at the Newhav-
en Sewer Pump Station.

The sewage was diluted 
with stormwater and also 
leaked into a commer-
cial building, before it was 
stopped by Westernport Wa-
ter staff within half an hour.

The report states the wa-
ter authority collected ocean 
water samples three days af-
ter the event with the results 
not showing “any evidence 
from the spill”.

“To ensure such an inci-
dent does not occur at this 
location again a non-return 
valve was installed which 
will limit the ability for sew-
erage to spill at this site,” the 
report states.

“The EPA accepted the in-
cident report and did not un-
dertake any further action.”

Record profit
The annual report also 

details Westernport Water’s 
record profit of $4.8 million, 
a leap from the previous year 
($1.8m) and ‘17/18 ($1.1m).

Total revenue for the year 
was $29.5m, an increase of 
$4.1m on the prior year. 

Water bills increased by 
1.33 per cent, with the aver-
age bill $1,141.

“Water consumption re-
mained slightly above fore-
cast levels leading to an in-
crease in revenue compared 
to the prior year,” said the 
report, adding there were 
“strong cash inflows follow-
ing the tourist season”.

Nevertheless, average 
household water consump-
tion in 2019-20 was 144 litres 
per day, a decrease of 83 
litres because of “the dra-
matic decrease of tourism as 
a result of COVID-19 restric-
tions”, as well as non-perma-
nent ratepayers.

To highlight the virus im-
pact, residential water con-
sumption in the first quar-
ter of 2020 was 319,642KL, 
compared to 70,105KL in the 
fourth quarter.

In response to economic 
hardship, the water author-
ity offered a record number of 
grants (107, up from 30 the pre-
vious year), concessions and 
rebates, “suspending all debt 
recovery efforts, we delivered 
a record number of hardship 
grants to customers”.

There was a seven per cent 
increase in the total value of 
assistance provided to the 
community.

Major projects
Westernport Water pur-

chased 32ha of land at Lot 1, 
Pyramid Rock Road, Cowes 
which adjoins the southern 
boundary of the Corpora-
tion’s wastewater treatment 
plant, which will provide 
additional irrigation areas 
to meet EPA license require-
ments and reuse targets.

Over the past two years, 
Westernport Water replaced 
$700,000 of ageing asbestos 
cement pipes with steel pipes 
across the Cowes and Vent-
nor areas, with three years 
of work remaining of a five-
year program.

The San Remo Basin to 
Cowes Pipeline Renewal 
Project – which will main-
tain water supply to Phillip 
Island – is currently at the 
planning stage.

In parallel the Phillip Is-
land Water Supply Security 
Project (2018-21) saw con-
struction of a water storage 
tank in Cowes begin.

Meanwhile, the annual 
report states 2019/20 had 
strong rainfall. Candowie 
Reservoir reached full ca-
pacity on August 19, 2019 
and spilled for 44 days. It 
reached full capacity again 
on May 23 and continued to 
spill after June 30.

Because Westernport Wa-
ter does not hold an entitle-
ment to desalinated water, 
the annual report details 
complicated trading and wa-
ter swap agreements with 
South East Water.

The report states Western-
port Water services 21,567 
customers from 27 town-
ships, across an area cover-
ing 300km2.

“The region has one of the 
highest ratios of visitors to 
residents of any destination 
in Australia. During peak 
periods, especially Decem-
ber to January, there can be 
approximately 120 visitors to 
every resident.”

Profits up, sewage spilt: 
water annual report

A former Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club member 
praised the efforts of the IRB, Rescue Jet Ski and lifesavers 
on paddle boards and with tubes, during a “mass rescue” at 
Cape Woolamai this summer.
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San Remo residents and shop owners 
have objected to a proposed redevelopment 
of a Marine Parade antique shop into a res-
taurant because it will have no car parks.

The $180,000 renovation of 109 Marine 
Parade, which currently sells antiques and 
collectables, proposes to build a restaurant 
seating 70 patrons, with 24 indoor seats 
and 46 under a new veranda covered out-
door space.

The development includes mainly inter-
nal alterations to the existing building, 
with the height of the building not chang-
ing.

However with no on-site car parking, the 
planning permit is seeking to waive park-
ing requirements, with 28 spaces required 
under planning policies.

“Whilst car parking in the daytime can 
be busy in San Remo, in the evenings and 
at weekend when the core business hours 
for the restaurant will be, car parking is in 
abundance,” the permit states.

“The majority of the surrounding shops, 
Australia Post offi ce, banks and other café 
businesses shut at 5pm on a weekday and 
are either shut or operate limited hours on 
weekends.”

However, the permit has received 13 ob-
jections.

The neighbouring St Augustine chapel 
– which is covered by a heritage overlay 
– wrote a submission saying while they 
weren’t against the development they had 
concerns about the car parking waiver, 
with many congregation members requir-
ing close parking due to disabilities.

One submission objected to the noise 
generated by patrons and others said it was 
an overdevelopment of the site, with many 
concerned about parking issues.

109 Marine Parade, which currently sells an-
tiques and collectables, is set to be re-built 
into a restaurant seating 70 patrons.

New 
restaurant 
planned for 
San Remo

Do you celebrate Valentine’s Day with dec-
larations of undying love, or do you brush it 
away with an indifferent shrug? Seriously, 
the first option has so much more upside.

Every year, down through the centuries, 
as Valentine’s Day approaches, reactions to 
February fourteenth are as many and varied 
as individuals themselves whether they are 
celebrating love or an enduring friendship.

Since AD 496, the date has also been 
known as the Feast of Saint Valentine and 
it’s that ancient foodie connection that will 
be thoroughly embraced by the chefs at Phil-
lip Island’s Wild Food Farm on Sunday week 
with a special Valentine’s Day Dinner.

Of course, there will be plenty of oppor-
tunities for lovebirds to seize the moment 
and express eternal love and appreciation to 

their dinner companion, but if words fail, you 
can always offer flowers, or read the menu. 

Not a bad idea actually 
… it’s a great read. 

Chef Joel has ex-
celled himself to the 
point where couples 
may momentarily 
overlook the point of 
the evening as they 
ponder whether to start 
with the Whole Grilled 
Australian King Tiger Prawns, 
Squid Ink Risotto, Anise Myrtle 
and Roasted Tomatoes or the Sweet 
Potato and Chickpea Croquettes with Bush 
Tomato Bulls Eye Spice and Finger Lime Aioli.

Then there’s the Mains … another opportu-

nity for a long, lingering, salivat-
ing pause in proceedings. 

The Grilled Barramundi 
Fillet, Crispy fried New 
Potatoes with Lemon 
and Rosemary Salt, Or-
ange, Fennel and Cos 

Halves with a Sweet-
corn Sunrise Lime Salsa 

is a definite starter, or just 
maybe, the Roast Pumpkin 

Risotto, Mountain Pepper, 
Honey Roasted Walnuts, War-

rigal Greens, Meredith Marinated 
Goat Cheese and Caramelised Onion.

At this stage it might start to look like 
picking a dinner companion was the easy bit. 

But you’d be wrong. 

Choosing dessert is a no-brainer. No ques-
tion. No hesitation. Chocolate Wattleseed 
Brownie with Davidson Plum Mixed Berry 
Compote and Lilypilly Ice Cream.

So glad that’s sorted. 
Now are you splitting the bill? It’s $65 per 

head for two courses or $85 per head for 
three.

The Wild Food Farm’s Special Valentine’s 
Day Dinner is available in two sittings: 
5.30pm for the early birds and 8pm for the 
lovebirds.

Bookings are essential because Phillip Is-
landers do love to celebrate. 

Contact the Wild Food Farm at 30 Rhyll-
Newhaven Road at Rhyll on 0406 153 143 or 
email hello@wildfoodfarm.com.au.

Happy Valentine’s Day.

Treat your Valentine at Wild Food Farm
—   A D V E R T O R I A L   —

can always offer flowers, or read the menu. 
Not a bad idea actually 

with the Whole Grilled 
Australian King Tiger Prawns, 
Squid Ink Risotto, Anise Myrtle 
and Roasted Tomatoes or the Sweet 
Potato and Chickpea Croquettes with Bush 

ing pause in proceedings. 

Fillet, Crispy fried New 
Potatoes with Lemon 
and Rosemary Salt, Or-
ange, Fennel and Cos 

Halves with a Sweet-
corn Sunrise Lime Salsa 

is a definite starter, or just 
maybe, the Roast Pumpkin 

Risotto, Mountain Pepper, 
Honey Roasted Walnuts, War-

rigal Greens, Meredith Marinated 
Goat Cheese and Caramelised Onion.

At this stage it might start to look like 

“The rose is red, 
the violet’s blue,

The honey’s sweet, and 

so are you…”
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SOMETHING FOR YOUR

Free Delivery
ValentineValentine’’s Day Rosess Day Roses

Shop 1/96 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  |  p: 5952 2235  |  e: info@fl owersofphillipisland.com.au

www.fl owersofphillipisland.com.au
O R D E R  O N L I N E

Shop 1/96 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  |  p: 5952 2235  |  e: info@fl owersofphillipisland.com.au

Free DeliveryFree Delivery
www.fl owersofphillipisland.com.au

Free Delivery
www.fl owersofphillipisland.com.au

Free DeliveryFree DeliveryFree Delivery
LK01036AA 

A C R O S S  P H I L L I P  I S L A N D

Handmade cookies delivered 

locally and shipped nationally

islandcookiebox@hotmail.com

wildfoodfarm.com.au

30 Rhyll-Newhaven Road, Rhyll

0406 153 143

  

•  P H I L L I P  I S L A N D  •

VA L E N T I N E ’S 

DAY  D I N N E R
B O O K  O N L I N E 
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Stay close,
go further.

VISIT GIPPSLAND

Mark Briggs
Sardine Eatery & Bar Sardine Eatery & Bar 
Paynesville, GippslandPaynesville, Gippsland

The phone call comes in at The phone call comes in at 
the break of dawn. The boats the break of dawn. The boats 
have docked with our fish, have docked with our fish, 
and we know it’s just been and we know it’s just been 
caught. More than using caught. More than using 
what’s in season, we get the what’s in season, we get the 
freshest produce at their best. freshest produce at their best. 
We serve East Gippsland on a We serve East Gippsland on a 
plate, inspired by the amazing plate, inspired by the amazing 
ingredients at our doorstep.ingredients at our doorstep.

visitvictoria.comvisitvictoria.com
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Bass Valley Primary School students re-
turned last Thursday with all students ex-
cited to be meeting their new teachers and 
school staff.

Acting Principal, Emma Harris said the 
fi rst two days back focused on everyone 
getting to know each other.

“It’s about setting up good learning habits 
and focussing on the school expectations of, 
be a learner, be respectful, be a friend and 
be safe.”

Ms Harris said Foundation students were 
well prepared to start school, after taking 
part in the school’s ‘Ready Set Go’ transi-
tion program in term three and four last 
year.

“Some of this program even ran remote-
ly,” she said.

This year Bass Valley PS has 29 Founda-
tion students across two grades.

“Many of our new students are new to 
Bass Coast with their families making the 
move to the waterline area.”

The school has “some exciting new learn-
ing initiatives” this year and a fully restored 
outdoor play space.

Ready, set and 
good to go!

Foundation students Savannah and Yasmine at Bass Valley Primary. It was all smiles from Tyler and Chase on their fi rst day of school.

Even a little rain couldn’t stop the smiles 
as Newhaven College welcomed back stu-
dents last Friday.

Prep students were excited to be re-
united with their teachers and classmates 
since meeting them during the College’s 
Prep Transition Program.

Past students Jade Potter and Kate 
Ryan arrived with their children who 
started in Prep, to begin a new chapter at 
the College.

After the children went to their class-
rooms, Prep parents attended a special 
morning tea with new College Principal, 
Tony Corr and Head of Junior School, 
Ralph Arceo.

The Year 12 cohort returned to school 
for a ‘Forum Day’, designed to kick start 
the year.

Ben Taylor from ‘The English Lab’ pre-
sented a study skills and time manage-
ment workshop fi rst thing in the morning.

Mid-morning saw a focus on whole 
school leadership followed by a sit-down 
lunch in the Pavilion.

The afternoon activities were based 
around well-being; in particular stress-
busters, mental health checks and exercise.

Year 12 fi nished the day with a goal set-
ting activity designed to set them up for 
success from a study and well-being per-
spective.

Principal Tony Corr presented the 2021 
College Captains Izabella McCulloch, 
Harry O’Brien, MacKinley Thompson 
and Seth Ringrose with their Captains 
blazers.

New Year 7 students enjoyed meeting 

their teachers, connecting with friends and 
exploring their new school environment.

Year 5 students were excited to make 
the transition from the Junior to Middle 
School and quickly settled into their new 
classrooms. A special welcome assembly 
was held for all Middle School students.

Ten new staff have also joined the 
school community.

Sarah Pedersen will teach Junior School 
Library, Erin Carter and Miranda Reich 
will teach Primary School and Rachael 
Lewis is the Lab Technician for Term 1.

Matthew Goss is the new Director of 
Music, Daniel Seale is the Property Man-
ager, Anthony Kellett is the Product De-
sign Technician, Teacher’s Aides Jennifer 
Sleight and Lucinda Schenk have joined 
the team and Meredith Lynch is the new 
Careers PA.

2020 graduates Miriam Robinson and 
Emma Felsovary will spend one more 
year at the College as AFL Sportsready 
Trainees. The education training pro-
gram gives recently gradated students a 
nationally recognised qualifi cation.

Over the summer break the College con-
tinued its building and facility upgrades. 
The sporting fi elds now have a new natu-
ral turf soccer oval and synthetic tennis/
hockey pitch ready for use.

Construction of the Performing Arts 
Wing is also well underway and should 
be ready early next year.

Enrolments are now open for 2022, with 
limited places still available in some 2021 
year levels.

Visit pisra.com.au for more photos.

Rain didn’t damp spirits as 
Newhaven College returned

Settling into Year 7 are Meesha Wright (left) and Ava 
Liatos.

Sharing an umbrella are Prep students Millie 
Van and Mila Potter 

The rain couldn’t dampen the New Year smiles from (from left to right) 
Year 5 student Bella Rose-Grant, Year 6 student Sequoia Patterson 
and Year 4 student Xaus Patterson.

The 2021 Year 12 College Captains (from left to right): Seth Ringrose, Harry O’Brien, Izabella 
McCulloch and MacKinley Thompson.

Newhaven College has ten new staff, and a new Principal this year. Front row (left to right): 
Principal Tony Corr, Emma Felsovary, Matthew Goss, Daniel Seale, Rachael Lewis, Jennifer 
Sleight. Back row (left to right): Lucinda Schenk, Meredith Lynch, Anthony Kellett, Erin 
Carter and Sarah Pederson.

Rain didn’t damp spirits as 



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W E D n E S D A y,  F E b R u A R y  3 ,  2 0 2 11 2

LK
01

03
8A

A

PH: 9555 8401

@ R E G E N E R E R M E D I C A LC O S M E T I C S

Forehead from  $120
Frown lines from  $290
Crown lines from  $290

ANTIWRINKLE ANTIWRINKLE 
TREATMENTS TREATMENTS 

207 Settlement Road, Cowes
Part of Phillip Island Sports 

and Physio clinic

Island Life Health & Wellbeing

Two of the biggest and most dan-
gerous mistakes people make about 
heart attacks is assuming the signs 
are the same for everyone and dis-
missing their symptoms and think-
ing they’ll just go away.

A campaign in February – RED-
FEB – aims to raise awareness for 
heart disease and funds for life-sav-
ing research.

In addition to encouraging peo-
ple to wear red and donate, Heart 
Research Australia is promoting 
an important Heart Smart pocket 
guide that could save lives.

“Heart disease is Australia’s num-
ber one killer, but it is surprising 
how little people know about the 
signs of a heart attack and what is 
critical to do in the moment,” says 
Nicci Dent, CEO of Heart Research 
Australia.

“Each day, an average of 20 Aus-
tralians die from a heart attack. An 
Australian suffers a heart attack ev-
ery 10 minutes.” [1]

“That is why this REDFEB, in 
addition to encouraging people to 
wear red and donate to life-saving 
research, we are promoting an im-
portant free Heart Smart pocket 
guide. The Heart Smart Pocket 
Guide is designed to fit in your wal-
let or pocket, and is a handy guide 
to heart attack symptoms and the 
recommended response in an emer-
gency.

“By knowing and recognising the 
symptoms of a heart attack, you 
could help save someone’s life. May-
be even your own,” says Ms Dent.

Recognise the signs
“Everyone should know how to 

recognise a heart attack for two 
very good reasons. Firstly, the odds 
are high that either you or someone 
you love will suffer from a heart at-
tack during your lifetime.

“Secondly, whether you survive 
that heart attack can depend on 
what you and your doctors do about 
it during the first few hours,” contin-
ued Ms Dent.

“The longer people delay getting 
medical attention, the more poten-
tial damage is done to the heart 
muscle. That’s why we strongly rec-
ommend calling 000 – as informa-
tion can be given over the phone, 
and ambulance workers can start 
working on you straight away,” says 
Ms Dent.

“Many people assume that all 
heart attacks happen like in the 
movies – sudden and intense pain 
in the chest that causes someone to 
collapse,” says Cardiologist Dr Re-
becca Kozor.

“If that were the case, it would be 
easy to know when to go to the hos-
pital. In reality, the signs can be less 
obvious and vary between individu-
als.”

While chest pain is the classic 
symptom of a heart attack, other 
kinds of symptoms can occur in 
addition to, or instead of, chest dis-
comfort. These may include:

• sweating, 
• shortness of breath
• pain in the jaw, neck, shoulders, 

or arms

• nausea and vomiting, 
• indigestion or heartburn-like 

symptoms
• suddenly feeling dizzy, weak, 

faint, light-headed
“Women need to know about 

heart disease – sadly, it kills more 
Australian women than breast can-
cer,” says Dr Kozor.

“Chest pressure is still the lead-
ing complaint for women, however 
women experience different heart 
attack symptoms compared to men 
- they are more likely to also report 
nausea, sweating, vomiting, pain in 
the neck, jaw, throat, or back.

Act fast
The number one factor that deter-

mines if a heart attack will be fatal 
is time.

“I cannot repeat this enough – ev-
ery minute counts. If you’re having 
a heart attack, prompt medical at-
tention may help protect your heart 
muscle from permanent damage 
and perhaps save your life,” says Dr 
Kozor.

“If you have warning signs of a 
heart attack call Triple Zero (000) 
immediately and ask for an ambu-
lance.

“The longer the time without 
treatment, the more damage there 
can be to the heart muscle and this 
reduces the heart’s ability to pump 
blood.

“While you may have doubts 
about whether or not to call an 
ambulance, please do not hesitate. 
Sadly, many Australian deaths due 
to heart attack occur before the per-
son gets to hospital or first medical 
contact.”

What to do
If you’re with someone who has 

had a heart attack, other advice in-
cludes:

• Do NOT drive the patient to the 
hospital yourself, as you may need 
to perform CPR.

• Give the person an aspirin if you 
have any, unless they have been 
advised not to take this particular 
medication.

• Make sure they rest quietly 
while you wait for an ambulance.

• If an ambulance is not readily 
available (for example, in some ru-
ral areas), quickly notify the near-
est hospital, health clinic or the per-
son’s usual doctor for advice.

Heart Smart Pocket Guide
For a pocket guide containing the 

signs and symptoms of a heart attack 
as well as an action plan that you can 
carry with you at all times visit heart-
research.com.au/heart attack.

“The pocket guide is free to Aus-
tralian residents, but any financial 
support towards our life saving re-
search will be gratefully received,” 
says Ms Dent.

“The simple fact is that research 
saves lives, which is why Heart Re-
search Australia funds world-class 
and emerging researchers to con-
duct ground-breaking research into 
the prevention, diagnosis and treat-
ment of heart disease.”

This February, Heart Research 
Australia invites all Australians to 
wear RED for someone close to their 
heart to help keep families together 
for longer. Whether it’s a family 
member, wife, husband, or that spe-
cial friend who means the world 
to them, or in memory of someone 
they loved who sadly passed away 
due to heart disease.

Zoll defibrillators will generous-
ly donate two defibrillators to the 
organisation and individual that 
raises the most funds for Heart Re-
search Australia.

For more information on REDFEB 
and to donate, please visit: www.
heartresearch.com.au

Surviving a heart attack

Heart disease is Australia’s number 
one killer,
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We are conscious of the needs of
local people in a rapidly changing
world & try to run activities that are
dynamic & relevant. Lifestyle classes
include ceramics in the community
garden with local potter Emma Le-
Mar, macrame, sewing & sustainable
home gardening.

Try something new, meet new people
& make new friendships!
We host many activities run by other
local community groups including Tai
Chi, Mahjong, ASPI art classes,
Boomerang Bags, Spanish language
classes, PI Patchworkers & the
Woolshed Spinners to name just a few!

To support and empower our
community through social inclusion &
educational opportunities for all
abilities.
To provide a safe space for people of
all ages from diverse backgrounds to
come together to meet, learn, & grow.
Everyone is welcome at PICAL.!

lifestyle &
wellbeing. group activities.

our ethos.

cultivating
community.
The Community Garden aims to nurture
well-being & a sense of belonging
through the growing of healthy,
sustainable food. It's an exciting time for
the team as we plan for the new all-
abilities community garden!

Open Monday to Friday 9am - 3pm

PH: 5952 1131

www.pical.org.au

Phillip Island
Community & Adult
Learning Centre
56 - 58 Church St,
Cowes

PICAL Community Centre is all about 
growth!

Growing community resilience, grow-
ing a fabulous Community Garden for 
all to enjoy; and growing the range of 
skills, interests and connections for 
people within our local community.

PICAL offers a huge variety of leisure 
and lifestyle options from Arts and 
Crafts to physical wellbeing activities 
like Gardening and Tai Chi. 

Challenge your mind by taking Span-
ish language classes or join the weekly 
Mahjong group. 

Nearly every weekday – and some 
evenings and weekends – you can find 
something to stimulate your interests 
and make new friends.

The Community Garden combines 
the benefits of physical activity with 
the positive outcomes of reducing 
stress and boosting immunity. 

Garden Co-ordinator Rick Coleman 
encourages everyone to get involved.

“The purpose of the Community Gar-
den is to provide a place where anyone 
can come to enjoy the health and well-
being benefits of working with plants, 
creating something, or simply meditat-
ing in a quiet oasis,” Rick said.

Horticulture training and structured 
garden volunteering programs also 
provide opportunities to learn how to 
successfully grow your own vegetables 

at home.
PICAL is a safe and inclusive space 

where people from diverse and varied 
backgrounds are always welcome. 

Rainbow Connect is a fortnightly 
group for those identifying with the LG-
BTIQA+ community. Facilitated by expe-
rienced local counsellor and psychother-

apist Linda Wilson, like minded adults 
from the rainbow community come 
together for friendship and connection. 

The group sessions are a mixture of 
thought-provoking discussions, guest 
speakers and light-hearted activities. 

Linda is also starting a new monthly 
group, Rainbow Allies, to support the 

family, friends and allies who have 
people they care about in the LGBTIQA+ 
community.

And you can do your bit for our local 
island environment too. 

PICAL offers a range of interesting 
and fun activities aimed at repurposing 
and recycling household products into 

new useful items to save them from 
heading to landfill.

“We have a large group of volunteers 
who meet here every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday not only to make new 
items from old fabrics, but to also en-
joy being part of a community, ” Kylie 
McMurray from the Phillip Island and 
San Remo chapter of Boomerang Bags, 
which operates at PICAL, said.

“We share lunches most days and 
look after each other.”

You don’t need to be an experienced 
sewer to lend a hand. The group wel-
comes, supports and encourages new 
members.

“The whole philosophy of Neighbour-
hood Houses is to bring people togeth-
er to meet, socialise and mobilise to 
achieve positive individual and commu-
nity outcomes,” explained PICAL Centre 
Coordinator Greg Thompson

“Whilst we offer many training pro-
grams aimed at developing employ-
ment readiness, we also offer a wide 
range of activities for people who sim-
ply want to enjoy an activity in the com-
pany of others.

“Our aim is to build community resil-
ience and wellbeing, and the way we 
do that is by offering something for all 
parts of our community.”

For more information visit www.pical.
org.au or phone 5952 1131.

Growing together at PICAL
—   A D V E R T O R I A L   —

Personal Development and Community Connections

Island Life Health & Wellbeing

Aimee attended a recent “DIY recycled garden planter boxes” class in the PICAL Community Garden, one of the 
classes offered this term.
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D I R E C T O R Y

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

range available at www.local.clothing

wear. support. local.
10% of all sales donated locally each month

F A S H I O N

C O M M U N I T Y

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977
91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

10% of all sales 
donated locally 
each month. local.clothing

available online at

www.www.

The Phillip Island Specialists.

We are currently experiencing high demand  
for both sales and rental properties across Phillip Island.

Call today to arrange your free market appraisal.

52-54 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  
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F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

M A R K E T S

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   

New team 
New Stockdale

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

F O O D  &  D R I N K

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765
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96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
phone: 03 5671 2470

Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

The Dry [MA15+]

Dragon Rider [PG]

Wonthaggi
Arts Centre

FEB 3 - FEB 21

Promising Young 
Woman [MA15+]

Superintelligence [PG]

Bass Coast Fine Film Group Returns with 
French film, How to be a Good Wife [M]

You & I
Rachael Beck and Michael Cormick

Sunday 7 February 1:00pm 

Sunday 21 February 3:00pm 

This latest o�ering from 
French director Martin 

Provost is set in the 
Alsace region in 1967 and 
follows the experience of 

Paulette following the 
sudden death of her 

husband.

Rachael Beck and Michael Cormick are 
two of Australia's best loved Musical 
Theatre Stars. Together they create a 
truly Theatrical Experience. Drawing 

upon their many years of experience in 
the show Biz Industry. 

An evening of Stories, Fun, Laughter and 
perhaps even a few tears. 

It's like seeing 10 Musicals in one night.

Fri 5         1:00pm
Sat 6       10:00am
Sun 7              7:00pm
Fri 12        4:00pm
Open Caption

Sat 13       10:00am
Sun 14         1:00pm

Fri 5        4:00pm
Sat 6         1:00pm
Fri 12        7:00pm
Sat 13        4:00pm
Open Captions

Sun 14       10:00am
Fri 19        4:00pm

Fri 5        7:00pm
Sat 6        4:00pm
Sun 7        10:00am
Open Captions

Fri 12          1:00pm
Sat 13         1:00pm
Sun 14        7:00pm

Fri 5       10:00am
Sat 6        7:00pm
Sun 7         4:00pm
Fri 12       10:00am
Sat 13             7:00pm
Sun 14        4:00pm
Open Captions

LIVE ON STAGE

CINEMA

• You can purchase tickets at our Box 
o�ce or online

• Please view our COVID Safe guidelines 
on our website

wonthaggiartscentre.com

THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news

The 2020-21 PICES Pop Up Ex-
hibitions closed on Monday.

Twenty-three artists from Phil-
lip Island and beyond were fea-
tured during the five week exhi-
bition, held at PICAL in Cowes.

Over 800 visitors enjoyed the 
wide variety of ceramics, sculp-
ture, paintings, print making 
and photography on display and 
many expressed their support 
for a permanent exhibition space 
in Cowes.

A video of four artists describ-
ing their work and how they 
coped during the Covid shut-
down was made and shown dur-
ing week three alongside an ex-
hibition of their works.

This special event was sup-
ported by grants from Bass 
Coast Shire Council and Re-

gional Arts Victoria and the 
video will soon be available on 
the PICES website (pices.com.
au) and other outlets.

PICES President Sandra 
Peeters said the exhibition had 
been a success due to the support 
of Council and RAV, and commu-
nity groups such as PICAL and 
Artists’ Society of Phillip Island 
Inc (ASPI), Print It Fast, local 
media and the goodwill of many 
dedicated volunteers.

“The pop up exhibitions have 
created a warm environment 
and focal point for many people 
to view art that they otherwise 
might never have the opportuni-
ty to see and for artists to display 
and sell their work.

“We wait to see what the new 
year will bring.”

Newhaven Primary School has 
formally launched its Friends of 
Newhaven Primary program.

The program is part of a range 
of new initiatives to help raise 
money for the school.

The launch took place at the new 
community market on Saturday, 
another fundraising venture for 
the school.

On hand to launch the new 
Friends of Newhaven program 
was President of the School Coun-
cil Andrea Cole and school prin-
cipal Sharyne Munday, as well 
as representatives from the local 
business community and parents, 
students and friends of the school.

Jennifer Carrol from the school’s 
fundraising committee said many 
local businesses attended the 
launch and became members.

The businesses included Island 
Shoes, Woolamai Pizza, Woola-
mai Kebab, Wandering Flames, 
IGA San Remo, Awaken the Heart 
Wellness and La Onda.

“Some generously offered a dis-
count throughout the year to all 
members at the school,” she said.

“It was great to have our local 
businesses supporting our school 
and becoming members.”

She said marketgoers were en-
thusiastic about the new initiative, 
commenting “how wonderful and 
simple it is to become a member”.

Friends with benefits
The annual Friends of Newhav-

en Primary membership fee of 
$50 makes members eligible for 
a monthly draw, with a chance 
to win a prize valued at $100. All 

prizes will be purchased at a local 
business.

“Rather than us going to the busi-
ness community asking for dona-
tions, this is a way to support busi-
nesses by buying gifts and goods 
from them,” explained Jennifer.

Members will also be eligible for 
discounts from select local stores, 
receive a monthly newsletter and 
an annual gift.

The committee is hoping to sign 
up 400 members from the school 
community and beyond.

“The membership is open to 
everyone on Phillip Island, San 
Remo and beyond,” said Jennifer.

“Everyone benefits from being 
a member and each year we will 
map out a plan for where the mon-
ey raised will be used.”

This year, the revenue raised 
will go toward creating a sensory 
garden at the school.

If any additional funds are left 
over, the junior school council 
committee have a revamp of the 
school bike shed on their wish list.

To become a Friend of Newhav-
en Primary School:

• Download QKR App & Sign 
Up

• Select Newhaven Primary 
School (12-22 School Avenue, 
Newhaven (you may need to do a 
search if it does not appear)

• Add details (name, address, 
mobile and email address – this 
info is gathered to send monthly 
newsletter and to post member-
ship gifts and give aways) 

• Go to MENU and Select ‘Fun-
draising Events’ – Friends of Ne-
whaven Primary School

Due to Covid restrictions, 
this year’s Bass Coast Shire 
Australia Day citizenship cer-
emony was a little different.

Protocols in place limited the 
number of people able to at-
tend the event to witness their 
loved ones becoming citizens.

As well as six people who un-
dertook the ceremony on Aus-
tralia Day, Bass Coast Shire 
Council also welcome four 
citizens who took their pledge 
virtually last year.

Former president of the Phil-
lip Island and San Remo Ro-
tary Club, John Tennant, was 
one of the newly welcomed 
citizens.

“Citizenship ceremonies 
provide a great opportunity to 
talk to people about the rea-
sons they have chosen to make 
Bass Coast their home, and 

to celebrate the diversity that 
they bring which enriches and 
strengthens our community,” 
said Bass Coast Mayor, Cr 
Brett Tessari.

Australian Citizenship is 
overseen by the Department 
of Home Affairs, and there is a 
requirement for local councils 
to host a Citizenship Ceremo-
ny on January 26.

“However, our events are 
given a Bass Coast focus,” Cr 
Tessari said.

“Council has the ability to 
control what is included in the 
ceremony outside of the legis-
lative requirements, such as 
acknowledgement of our First 
Nations People.

“It is a great honour to make 
such an acknowledgement and 
we do it with the utmost re-
spect.”

Pop Ups a stand-out success

Celebrating the launch of the Friends of Newhaven Primary School 
Program are (back from left to right): Emma and Leigh Caffery – 
Woolamai Pizza, Woolamai Kebab and Wandering Flames, Sharyne 
Munday – school principal, Paul and Julia Tibbetts – Island Shoes, An-
drea Cole – President of school council, Miller Croker – IGA, San Remo, 
Liam Murphy and Abbie Sherwood – La Onda, Island Healing and Dee 
Howard – Awaken the Heart Wellness, Island Healing. Front, from left: 
Dan (being held by Emma), Jack, Pat, Arthur, Declan, Jaxon and Kip.

Friends of Newhaven  
Primary get the benefits

Also included were four citizens who took their pledge virtually 
during the 2020 lockdown. From left to right (back): Cr Michael 
Whelan – Deputy Mayor, Cr Leticia Laing and Mayor Cr Brett 
Tessari. (Front): Ms Susan Bertucci, Mr John Tennant, Mr Robin 
Parsons and Mr Hemant Kumar.

New citizens welcomed from afar

Six people took the pledge to become Australian Citizens at the 
Bass Coast Shire Australia Day Citizenship Ceremony. From 
left to right (back): Mr Ian Clegg, Cr Michael Whelan - Deputy 
Mayor, Cr Leticia Laing, Bass Coast Mayor Cr Brett Tessari and 
Mr Martial Leconte. (front): Ms Marianne Pattinson, Mr Michael 
Mascaros, Mrs Karin Murphy Ellis and Mrs Margaret Fraser.

Gallery volunteer Tricia O’Brien with artist Josephine Allen, at the 
final week of the pop-up gallery.
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All Newhaven Primary 
School students and families 
returned last Thursday.

This year’s Prep class of 17 
students has 15 boys and two 
girls.

“What was in the water 
that year?,” wondered Prin-
cipal Sharyne Munday.

As well as welcoming the 
new students, the school was 
over the moon about a brand 
new playground installed 
over the holidays for the se-
nior students.

“Some of our dads in Janu-
ary removed the old well 
used and loved playground 
to be replaced with a newer 
model thanks to our success-
ful application to the Minor 
Capital Works Fund in 2020,” 
Ms Munday said.

“All students agreed that 
there had to be a fl ying fox 
during the consultative stage 
as it was much loved by all 
the students.

“We are now looking at 
actioning the next phase of 
playground upgrade with 
a sensory garden … eigh-
teen months earlier than 
planned.”

The day began with lots 
of excited students as they 
saw the new playground for 
the fi rst time. “Parents were 
happy to be back onsite and 
we loved having them back 
as they kissed and hugged 
sons and daughters good-
bye.”

New parents were invited 
to enjoy a cup of coffee and 
morning tea provided by 
School Council.

“We are looking forward 
to a fantastic, uninterrupted 
year to work with our stu-
dents and their families,” 
said Ms Munday.

This term the school will 
hold its House Swimming 
Sports, Twilight Athletics 
Carnival and a Playgroup 
will start, running each 
Monday in the large gym.

And it’s not just the stu-
dents returning to school.

“We can’t wait for our 
mentors from Hope Church 
and Rotary volunteers to be 
back on site supporting our 
reading and breakfast pro-
grams,” said Ms Munday.

“We have missed you all 
terribly.”

San Remo Primary welcomed the 
2021 prep class last week.

While the big day was all about the 
kids, a coffee cart was also on hand to 
provide a much-needed coffee for par-
ents.

Principal Karen Bowker said enrol-
ments were up for the year, with 30 
students starting in Prep and total 
enrolments now at 159.

Over the holidays, the school’s play-
grounds had a makeover, with new 
bark and some equipment replaced.

A working bee by parents also en-
sured the school was looking its very 
best for the start of Term 1.

Ms Bowker said the school had wel-
comed two new educational support 
staff, Adrieene Brown and Deserae 

Wilkins.

Top marks
Ms Bowker also revealed a school 

review at the end of 2020 highlighted 
the quality teaching and learning de-
livered to students.

“We were also complimented on our 
community spirit, the way that our 
children are engaged in their learn-
ing and the high standard of inclusion 
we have at our school.

“This leads well into our focus for 
2021, with high quality teaching and 
learning at the forefront of our year,” 
Ms Bowker said.

“Another highlight has also been 
our selection for the Primary Maths 
and Science Specialist Initiative that 

will allow two teachers at our school 
to be released from their classrooms 
for two days per week to train as 
Maths Specialists.

“In this role they will extend and 
develop their knowledge, skills and 
capabilities in Mathematics which 
they will then share and develop this 
knowledge throughout our school, to 
all teachers and within classrooms to 
lead whole school change.

“To be selected to be part of this pro-
gram is a real coup for our school as 
it acknowledges the high standard of 
commitment that our teachers have to 
developing themselves and their stu-
dents.

“This program will begin in March 
and we can’t wait to start.”

Welcome to San Remo Primary!

New faces and playground as Newhaven Primary returns

MORE  BACK  TO  SCHOOL  ON  PAGE  11

There were plenty of smiles for the start of school at Newhaven Primary School. This year’s Prep class, with 
teacher Rhiannon Hacket, sees the boys outnumber the girls seven to one!
There were plenty of smiles for the start of school at Newhaven Primary School. This year’s Prep class, with 

Prep Kai with his family – Sam, Milla, Brooke and Eden 
Blundy.

All set for school. Morgan Bar-
ton (centre) with brother Ka-
leb and Mum and Dad, Lauren 
Cowell and Joel Barton.

Shar and Troy Joyner seeing 
their prep Hugo off for his 
fi rst day of school.

Aylah Cherry (centre) was excited to be starting school. 
She shared the big moment with her family, Brooke 
Yeilds, Alirah Yeilds and Chris Cherry

Sienna Daly Toohey all ready for school, with proud 
mum Beth. 

Prep class in session. Back row: Frankie, Taya, Hazel and 
Morgan. Front Row: Ewan and Koa with Teacher Tracey 
Wilson.

Settling straight into school – Taylah McDonald and 
Aerita Allen.
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BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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EARTHMOVINGEARTHMOVING

LK
51

85

611 Ventnor Road, Cowes
0418 383 881 - 5956 8615

Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

l 10m3 tippers l Bobcat
l 4 ton excavators l Post hole borers

l Driveways l Rubbish removed
l Quarry materials supplies l Blocks cleared

EXCAVATIONS
NEAL McRAE
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AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ANTENNAS & TV
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Digital antenna installs & service, TV wall-mounting  
& install, home theatre & surround sound set-up, 

satellite dish supply, install & service, 
new house/extension pre-wiring for TV & AV, TV 

points, telephone & data paints & cabling ...and more!
Call for advice or book in today!

0400 722 503

4 Glen Isla Court
Cowes 3922

E mavtvs@gmail.com
W: mavtv.com.au 

ABN 72 837 466 589

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs
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ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
Phillip Island

5956 9551 / 0417 141 035

• Registered building practitioners
• Worksafe approved l Fully insured

• All areas/free quotes LK
00
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ELECTRICIAN

New homes and  
renovations
Emergency  
service calls
Maintenance  
and repairs
New appliance  
installations
Fault finding
Phone, data, TV  
installs and repairs

0401 851 831
maxroyalelectrical@gmail.com

LIC: A56425  REC: 27368

FREE
no obligationquotes
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ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business Guide
CONTACT JANE ON 5952 3201 
OR EMAIL ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU22840

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

STILL OPEN

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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CONCRETER
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0402 454 742

Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,

Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS
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CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791

LK
00

04
5A

A

TIM NEWMAN

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

CONCRETER

LK
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* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

EARTHMOVING
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

FENCING
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ISLAND TIMBER 
AND FENCING

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers, 

brush panels etc.
ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber 

NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

FENCING
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Paling Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls

FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au

BUILDER
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R & K Burt – Builders
Servicing Phillip Island since 1987

• New homes • Extensions  • Renovations
• Decks • Maintenance repairs

Ring Ray 0417 107 835

DB - U9108 521191
Member

BUILDER

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING
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CARPENTER

Island Carpentry
All things timber and much more.

Property  maintenance.
Concreting

0459287540Glen Aylett

glen aylett.ga@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

• Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
• Commercial - domestic - upholstery

• Rental bond specialists 
• Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING LK
00
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0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

BLINDS & CARPET

Carpets
Blinds

Furniture
155 Thompson Ave, Cowes

www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au
Ph: 5952 1488

CONCRETER
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CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CLEANING

CAR REMOVAL

JD00050AA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
complete cars*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED

BASS COAST RECYCLERS

5672 2946   0417 556 593
*Conditions apply
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FENCING

SIMPLE
F E N C I N G

Phillip Island and surrounds

0406 225 442
simplefencing@hotmail.com

LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

www.islandlandscaping.com.au
Mobile: 0419 356 222

l design consultations l sprinkler systems/garden lighting
l exposed aggregate driveways l paving & retaining walls
l low maintenance gardens l over 20 years experience
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INTERIOR DESIGN

LAWN MOWING
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LAWN MOWING

ISLAND HOME SERVICES 
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

• Edging  • Clean Up
• Fully Insured • Plus more services

For free appraisal:
Call Russell 0400 626 961

white.rc@hotmail.com

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS
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GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

GLASS

LK00012AA

• Residential locksmithing & key cutting • Flyscreens
• Shower screens • Re-glazing • Security doors l Glass balustrading 

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes

sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LEWIS BETTS         A.B.N. 37 053 127 216

Glazing the Island and district

BETTSY'S

GLASS

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
58

40

5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

0431 992 027

Re-paint specialists, real estate, 
insurance work, domestic & commercial 

Free quotes/over 25 years exp. 
Competitively priced/professional 

reliable service
julianbird8@gmail.com

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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LAWN MOWING

LK
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello
PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

MOWER REPAIRS

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637
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PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING

MB

LK
00

03
1A

A

Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLASTERING

ROBERT STEEL
0491112240

WWW.4REALPLASTERING.COM.AU

LAWN MOWING
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

TREE CARE NOW
• Lawn Mowing  

– Acreage/Residential
• Stump Grinding

• Chipping

SECURITY

Specialising in Security Doors,
Fly Wire Doors &  

Security Window Grilles
Brett@staysafesecuritydoors.com.au

www.staysafesecuritydoors.com.au

SEWING & ALTERATIONS

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LK
00

02
4A

A

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

and appliances sales

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

PAINTER
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PAINTER

Trade qualifi ed, quality workmanship

Please call John
0405178 826

Email: resolver44@gmail.com

ABACUS
PAINTING SERVICE

Licence 
331719c
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STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monotoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au
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TREE SERVICES
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

• Tree & Stump removal
• Pruning 
• Chipping

Fully insured

TREE CARE NOW

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANINGWINDOW CLEANING

JD
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ventnor property
maintenance
free quotes, no job to small

tim waterton
lawn mowing, rubbish removal, cleanups, 
windows cleaned, all general odd jobs.
M: 0491 141 580
E: twaterton3@hotmail.com

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

Business Guide Business Guide
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TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services

ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business 
Guide

CONTACT JANE ON 
5952 3201 OR EMAIL 
ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

Irrational comments
During recent lockdowns it was 

disappointing to hear and read of 
some in the community on Phil-
lip Island voicing their opposition 
to any “non-permanent” property 
owners being given access to Phillip 
Island, for fear of them bringing the 
disease with them. I presume this 
attitude was also directed towards 
“tourists”.

These comments were irratio-
nal and discriminatory especially 
when directed at those owning 
holiday homes. These owners were 
entitled to ensure their properties 
were maintained in a tidy manner 
for two reasons. Firstly to present a 
“lived in” appearance to deter those 
who may have thought these prop-
erties were a good opportunity for 
a burglary and secondly to satisfy 
the requirements of some insurance 
companies who expect that prop-
erties are not simply left vacant 
ad infinitum. If this happens the 
insurance company can well deny 
any claim against the policy. The 
company I use expects me to visit 
the property once every four to six 
weeks as a minimum.

Perhaps those of us who were not 
able to get to our property should 
have taken an advertisement in The 
Advertiser advising that we didn’t 
want anyone from the island driv-
ing off the island and coming to our 
hospitals in Melbourne. Wonder 
what the reaction would have been?

While on the topic, Bass Coast 
Council have again failed own-
ers of properties used as holiday 
homes during the pandemic. When 
I eventually got to my property the 
nature strip grass/weeds were close 
to 30cm high in places and were 
clearly a fire risk. The council con-
tinued to charge rates on my prop-
erty for the three waste disposal 
services when they well knew there 
would be no waste to be collected. 
Surely they could have initiated a 
system whereby their staff or con-
tractors could have given nature 
strips a quick trim once every six 
weeks. But no, there was no attempt 
to contribute to a solution to man-
age “their” property in a time of dif-
ficulty for us all.

Well, I guess they have a long his-
tory of not supporting those who 
pay some of their salaries each year, 
so why am I surprised.

Rob Chandler, Surf Beach

Bus stop signage all wrong
On Tuesday, January 27 we came 

across a very confused couple (visi-
tors to the area) waiting at a new 
and conspicuously signed bus stop 
in Newhaven. What a disaster this 
purple PTV / VLine sign is!

The new westbound sign is al-
most directly opposite the long-es-
tablished eastbound Forrest Avenue 
stop. 

It is only around 100m prior to the 
long-established bus stop near what 
is locally referred to as the ‘the Back-
packers’. There is very little space 
for the bus to pull to the left as there 
is a median strip. But, wait – there is 
more ... the westbound sign clearly 
indicates “ TO MELBOURNE.” How 
ridiculous as westbound of course 
is the way to Cowes. There is also a 
timetable (equally as resplendent in 
all its new glory) and this is for the 
VLine buses also heading in that 
opposite direction.

There again, maybe “they” didn’t 
get things all wrong , but I think not! 
(Yes one can eventually reach Mel-
bourne on that Cowes bus by taking 
the ferry across to Stony Point and the 
two trains needed to reach the city.)

I reported the matter to South 
Coast Bus in Cowes and to Cr Kent 
and he has been swift to attempt to 
progress action.

As to erroneous bus stop signage, 
this rivals the disaster of some five 
years ago when I discovered that 
all bus stops in San Remo were em-
bellished with signage urging “Use 
your Myki”.

Russell Riseley, Newhaven

Smiths Beach  
car park concerns

Health and Safety is a major issue 
at Smith’s Beach, as I observe nu-
merous children and young adults 
‘practicing’ surfing on skateboards 
among vehicles and pedestrians ac-
cessing the car park.

I have seen a number of near miss-
es and I am seeking to understand 
who has ultimate responsibility for 
allowing this activity, in the event 
someone is killed or injured.

Surfboards and wet-suits are dis-
pensed from a vehicle there, imped-
ing beach-goers.

Is the car park a Shire, PINP or 
Police responsibility?

A vehicle parks adjacent to the 
road into the car park, and whilst it 

is probably legal to do so, the length 
of the vehicle does impede foot and 
car traffic, as well as preventing 
other beach users using the spot.

Does running a business from the 
car park, if this is what is happen-
ing, require some kind of permit, 
as I am sure if I set up a coffee-cart 
there, I would be swamped by ‘offi-
cialdom’!

G. Atchison, Smiths Beach

Red bin collection
In the January 20 edition of the 

Advertiser, much anguish was ex-
pressed about the council not intro-
ducing a weekly red bin collection 
during January.

While the criticism is understand-
able, would it be possible to make 
a greater effort to work within the 
fortnightly system rather than try-
ing to change it to a weekly one? 
Why is the yellow recyclable bin 
emptied weekly during January as 
opposed to the normal fortnightly? 
The reason must be because a more 
frequent recyclables collection dur-
ing January is better for the envi-
ronment. The same argument can-
not be made for the red bin.

Some thoughts are:
1. The 3-Bin system is intended 

to reduce the amount of rubbish 
going to landfill. A weekly red bin 
collection in January would be go-
ing against that. It’s also unfair on 
those who minimise their landfill 
and are able to cope with the fort-
nightly collection but would have to 
share in the cost of the extra weekly 
service.

2. Residents manage with the 
current fortnightly red bin system 
throughout the year, perhaps be-
cause the system is understood bet-
ter and more care is taken. For non-
resident ratepayers and visitors, the 
main priority is to make the most 
of the holidays, without concern for 
where the rubbish ends up.

3. Walking past red bins I’ve no-
ticed half-empty drink bottles, un-
wanted bread slices, bread rolls and 
other food stuffs. That food could 
have been placed into the green bin, 
and some of the recyclable packag-
ing in the yellow bin.

4. Where possible, more effort 
could be made to compress the red 
bin waste.

5. Householders can take bags 
of landfill waste to the Dunsmore 
Road facility in Cowes. The fee for 

disposing of about 60 per cent of the 
bed bin’s volume is $3.50 and for the 
contents of the whole bin (120L it’s 
$6.50.

6. Another option is to upgrade to 
a 240L Bin (with the additional an-
nual cost being added to the rates). 
However, this wouldn’t encourage 
the discipline of trying to reduce the 
amount of waste going into landfill, 
which benefits all of us over the lon-
ger term.

Somehow, the message has to get 
through during December and Jan-
uary each year.

Lesley Feddersen, Cowes

Roundabout  
education needed

Please, please can someone or-
ganise a campaign to re-educate 
drivers of the correct procedure at 
roundabouts, especially in Cowes.

Also, to advise pedestrians that 
they are to give way to vehicles en-
tering and especially exiting round-
abouts.

There used to be advisory signs 
painted on the road for pedestrians 
that have now worn away. (Typical).

I’m getting a little bit sick of driv-
ers slamming on their brakes in the 
middle of roundabouts to wave on 
pedestrians to cross against the law 
in front of them.

This in turn causes cars behind 
them to brake heavily and also clog 
up the roundabout.

Unless the law is changed drivers 
need to brush up on the road rules 
and a good idea would be to paint 
the sign back on the road before a 
pedestrian is knocked over.

G. Champion, Surf Beach

Gridlock at San Remo
When the first CEO of Bass Coast 

council was considering expansion 
of San Remo he organised a com-
munity consultation process. 

Local resident Bob Andrews 
chaired the meetings. 

An independent company was 
hired and looked at many issues 
raised. Their final report was ac-
cepted and approved by council and 
the community. 

As Phillip Island Road was not un-
der council control a separate com-
mittee representing community and 
business was appointed to deal with 
VicRoads.

Now the developments talked 
about at that time are taking place 

but Bass Coast Council, who had 
the task of providing the infrastruc-
ture needed to handle this expan-
sion, have failed miserably. 

The whole of San Remo east of 
Back Beach Road is now heading to 
total gridlock. 

You only have to look at vehicles 
including buses and trucks unable 
to get in/out of town and access the 
main highway.

Earlier this week a double trailer 
truck blocked the whole corner 
of Back Beach Road and Genista 
Street, as there are a number of fac-
tories, shops and car parking areas 
blocking access for the truck. There 
is no way of turning from San Remo 
shopping centre onto the main road. 

This is not a one-off situation. 
Buses have the same problem.

There are several hundred new 
blocks of land still to be built on, 
plus even more new subdivisions 
planned, many that can only access 
the town or highway via Back Beach 
Road/Panorama or Genista streets. 

The only other alternative is the 
unmade section of Shetland Heights 
and Potters Hill roads.

If we have problems now it’s noth-
ing compared to the next five to 10 
years if the council continue their 
“Do Nothing-No Money” approach 
of the last 10 years. 

It will be a total disaster for all 
those living in San Remo or anyone 
trying to access Phillip Island.

This needs local, state and Federal 
Governments to work together: not 
continually blame each other.

The community has done all it 
can. Those who collect our rates 
and taxes need to do the job they are 
elected and paid to do.

In private enterprise they would 
just be sacked.

Chris Day, San Remo

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

All letters are published at the 
discretion of the editor. Letters 

may be edited for length, 
grammar or legal reasons. 

Priority will be given to current 
local issues and events. 

All letters must include the 
author’s full name and address 

(only the name and location 
will be printed).
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PHILLIP ISLAND  
VIEW CLUB 

AGM LUNCHEON
Phillip Island Golf Club 

Monday, Feb 22  
at 11am

Bookings essential  
5952 3447 or  
0409 023 835

Members & visitors 
Welcome 

VIEW 
(Voice, Interest &  

Education of Women)
Proudly supporting  
The Smith Family.
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Seek, buy and sell

COWES: 
15 Manna Gum Dve, 
Sat, Feb 6 from 8.30am. 
Variety of items avail-
able.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings 
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA 
Cowes Big Book meeting 
at St Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 
0417 317 470; Salvation 
Army building, McKenzie 
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.
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Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
RepaiRs and 

RestoRations 
From timber to metal - 
small to large projects

Reasonable prices
Open Tues & Thurs 

9am to noon

Contact Terry on 
0438 808 428

M
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The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser

is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,

you may approach the
newspaper itself  

or contact the  
Council by email

info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone 

(02) 8261 1930. 
For further

information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

Members should check their 
church websites for details of 
service times and guidelines.

UNITING CHURCH:
www.cowes.unitingchurch.org.

au/minister.php

www.facebook.com/
pages/St-Johns-Uniting-

Church/828979940479969 

BAPTIST CHURCH:
www.islandbaptist.org.au/

HOPE CHURCH:  
are emailing members

www.islandhopechurch.com/

CATHOLIC CHURCH:
www.cdsale.org.au/ 

coronavirus 
www.cdsale.org.au/
prayer-and-reflection

ST PHILLIP’S ANGLICAN 
CHURCH: 

www.anglicanparishbass- 
phillipisland.org/ 

www.facebook.com/ 
stphilipscowes/

PHILLIP ISLAND SURF 
CHURCH:

www.facebook.com/pages/
category/ 

Christian-Church/Surf-Church-
Phillip-Island- 

360300548086709/ 

CHURCH 
NOTICES

GARAGE SALES

THANK YOU 
To the kind gentlemen 
who kindly picked me up 
from the footpath and 
took me to the pharmacy 
and arranged for some-
one to attend to me. 
I cannot thank you 
enough. 
Kevin

THANK YOU

Be full  
of Love  

for 
others. 
Eph 5:2

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF AN
APPLICATION FOR A 
PLANNING PERMIT
Details about the application:

The land affected by the application is located at: 
Rowena Road, Sunderland Bay, Vic 3922.

The application is for a permit to: Removal of 
restrictions of PS439251B on Lots 1 & 2.

The applicant for the permit is: Malcolm 
Wiltshire, C/-MJW Surveys Pty Ltd.

The application reference number is: 200348
You may look at the application and any documents 

that support the application by visiting Council’s 
website at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/planningads

Any person who may be affected by the granting of 
the permit may object or make other submissions to 
the responsible authority.

Council collects and holds this Personal Information 
to comply with the Planning and Environment Act 
1987 and the Privacy and Data Protection Act  
2014 (Vic).

An objection must be sent to the Responsible 
Authority and include the reasons for the objection, 
and state how the objector would be affected, in 
writing, addressed to Bass Coast Shire Council,  
P.O. Box 118, Wonthaggi Vic 3995 or email  
basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au

The responsible authority must make a copy of every 
objection available for any person to inspect until the 
end of the period during which an application may be 
made for review of a decision on the application.

The responsible authority will not decide on the 
application before 17 January 2021.

If you object, the responsible authority will tell you 
its decision.

JO00548AA

Bus Drivers (Casual)

South Coast Bus are seeking experienced Heavy Vehicle
Drivers for a casual positions. The vacancies will be 
covering school runs and general charter from our Cow-
es and Wonthaggi Depots and suit those with previous 
exposure to driving heavy vehicles, with bus industry 
experience an advantage but not essential.

The successful applicant must have be good with 
people, able to follow instructions and hold at least a 
MR license. They will be required to obtain a passenger 
endorsement (drivers certificate) and working with 
children check card if they don’t already have one.

Please send your resume to Brendan Hickman
on email: operations@southcoastbus.com.au
or post PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922
----------------------------------------------------------
---------------

***Please use their logo, have made the same size 
as the Taxi Driver ad, but if you need to change the 
size to fit feel free to do so, just let me know if you dso 
please?***

South Coast Bus are seeking experienced  
Heavy Vehicle Drivers for casual positions.  
The vacancies will be covering school runs and 
general charter from our Cowes and Wonthaggi 
Depots and suit those with previous exposure 
to driving heavy vehicles, with bus industry 
experience an advantage but not essential.

The successful applicant must have be good 
with people, able to follow instructions and 
hold at least a MR license. They will be required 
to obtain a passenger endorsement (drivers 
certificate) and working with children check 
card if they don’t already have one.

Please send your resume to Brendan Hickman
on email: operations@southcoastbus.com.au
or post PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922

BUS DRIVERS (CASUAL)
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South Coast Taxis are preparing for a busy  
summer and the easing of restrictions by  
seeking more Taxi Drivers. 

The positions would suit both those looking 
to earn some extra income or those looking for 
more regular job.

The shifts are available from both our Cowes 
and Wonthaggi Depots working the areas of 
Phillip Island, Wonthaggi or Leongatha.

The successful applicants must be experienced 
drivers, be available to work a mix of days, 
nights and weekends and hold the appropriate 
licenses including the Taxi Driver Accreditation. 
(which can be sourced once successful).
Please phone 5951 4600 or send your resume to 
Brendan at: operations@southcoastbus.com.au 
or post PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED.Chef/ Cook

Barista

Front of house staff
(juniors welcome)

Kitchen hand

is seeking

We are seeking 
motivated individuals 

to join us at 
The Waterboy. 

Great hours, no nights, 
must be available 

weekends and 
public holidays.

Email resume to:
info@thewaterboycafe.com.au 

or call into 
58 Chapel Street 

Cowes.

Position Vacancies
Bass Coast Health

ALLIED HEALTH EDUCATOR 
Fixed Term Full time – Closing 05/02/2021
ORAL HEALTH THERAPIST 
Fixed Term Full time – Closing 07/.02.2021
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST 
Permanent Full Time – Closing 08/02/2021
SUPPORT SERVICE ASSISTANT CAFÉ  
Casual – Closing 09/12/2021
DIABETES EDUCATOR 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closing 10/02/2021
SUPPORT SERVICES  
ASSISTANT ENVIRONMENT 
Casual – Closing 11/02/2021
ASSOCIATE NURSE UNIT MANAGER 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closing 22/02/2021
MEDICAL SPECIALIST – GENERAL  
MEDICINE PHYSICIAN OR  
GP GENERALIST 
Permanent Full Time, Permanent Part Time, 
Sessional – Closing Open Ended
MEDICAL SPECIALIST – CONSULTANT & 
GENERAL PRACTICE ANAESTHETIST 
Permanent Full Time, Permanent Part Time, 
Sessional  – Closing Open Ended
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT REGISTRAR 
– Permanent Full time, Fixed Term Full Time – 
Closing Open Ended
FACEM 
Permanent Part Time, Sessional – Closing 
Open Ended
CAREER MEDICAL OFFICER 
Permanent Full Time, Permanent Part Time, 
Casual – Closing Open Ended
For full position details, a position 
description and how to apply, please refer 
to the BCH website basscoasthealth.org.au 
or contact Human Resources via email  
hr@basscoasthealth.org.au
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t 5671 3333   f 5671 3300
e info@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au

Bistro
Gaming/Bar Positions

The Phillip Island RSL is offering exciting 
opportunities to become a member of our fantastic 

team. The successful applicants should possess  
the appropriate and necessary qualifications or  
be willing to obtain for the above positions and  

be available to work nights and weekends.

The Phillip Island RSL is looking for self-motivated, 
enthusiastic, customer service orientated and 

positive individuals. Commencing with  
casual hours (20+) with the view to permanent  

part time hours for the right person/s. 

Quick start applicants and experience  
in hospitality is an advantage.

Training is provided. 

Please forward resumes indicating  
the position of interest to:
Operations Manager

Phillip Island RSL
P.O Box 503
Cowes 3922

info@pirsl.com.au
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Venue Duty Manager
The Phillip Island RSL is offering an exciting and rare 
opportunity to become a senior member of our team. 

The successful applicant will be available to work 
nights and weekends and have experience 
 in a similar position. The Phillip Island RSL  
is looking for a self-motivated, enthusiastic,  

customer focused individual who is capable of 
leading a strong team environment.

To be considered for this position you will possess:
Comprehensive experience in all areas  

of the Club industry.
Superior customer service skills.

Strong Organisational, Motivational  
& Conflict Resolution Skills.
RSA, RSG, TAB certificates.

Gaming Industry Employee Licence. 
Be available to work flexible hours across 7 days.

Exceptional leadership, communication,  
analytical and reporting skills.

Effective time management and  
organisational skills.

Experience in all aspects of industry  
compliance and legislation.

Computer literacy.
Demonstrated Managerial experience in  
food service, bar and gaming operations.

Drive to promote motivation and a positive 
workplace culture amongst all team members

A competitive remuneration package is available  
for right person. Circa $70,000

This position provides opportunity for growth  
and development

Only short listed applications will be contacted.

Applications close 16 February 2021 

Please forward resumes to:
General Manager
Phillip Island RSL
gm@pirsl.com.au

PO Box 503 Cowes 3922
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SITUATION VACANT

The Little Pizza Shop has a position available 
in our team. The position is for a senior 

front of house staff  member with hospitality 
experience or good customer services 

experience in a similar role. We are looking for 
someone who is self-motivated, punctual, and 

capable in a fast-paced environment. 
To be considered for this position you must 

be available during our trading hours 5pm to 
9pm Thursday to Monday. The position is for 

approximately 20 hours per week. 
If you would like to join a fun and friendly team 

at The Little Pizza Shop in San Remo, 
please email your resume to 

info@thelittlepizzashop.com.au
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SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS 
VACANT

Connect with us online
ADVERTISERPHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

To read the Advertiser on your computer, smartphone or tablet go to www.pisra.com.au

Connect with us online
ADVERTISERPHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

To read the Advertiser on your computer, smartphone or tablet go to www.pisra.com.au

PUBLIC NOTICES
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Seek, buy and sell

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its 
journalism in accordance with 
the guidelines of the Australian 
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity
1. Ensure that factual material 
in news reports and elsewhere 
is accurate and not misleading, 
and is distinguishable from 
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or 
other adequate remedial 
action if published material 
is significantly inaccurate or 
misleading.

Fairness and balance
3. Ensure that factual material 
is presented with reasonable 
fairness and balance, and that 
writers’ expressions of opinion 
are not based on significantly 
inaccurate factual material or 
omission of key facts.
4. Ensure that where material 
refers adversely to a person, 

a fair opportunity is given for 
subsequent publication of 
a reply if that is reasonably 
necessary to address a possible 
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person’s 
reasonable expectations of 
privacy, unless doing so is 
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing 
materially to substantial 
offence, distress or prejudice, 
or a substantial risk to health 
or safety, unless doing so is 
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency
7. Avoid publishing material 
which has been gathered by 
deceptive or unfair means, 
unless doing so is sufficiently in 
the public interest.
8. Ensure that conflicts of 
interests are avoided or 
adequately disclosed, and that 
they do not influence published 
material.

A MAZE’N THINGS IS EXCITED  
TO BE LOOKING FOR NEW STAFF.

 We are seeking applicants for various  
positions across the following areas;

- Reception
- Retail

- Customer engagement 
- Café

- Gardener
- Junior Staff (15 yrs+)

Experience is preferred,  
but we’re great at training. 

Positions are part time  
& weekend work will be required. 

Please email for job descriptions & enquiries.
Applications close Sunday 14 February 2021 

maze@amazenthings.com.au   
Ph 5952 2283

JO
00

55
0A

A

SITUATION VACANT

CALL OUT FOR A DISH HAND…
We are seeking out an individual for a  
Part-time dish hand to join our team. 

• Must LOVE doing the dishes!
• Must have hospitality experience in working  

in kitchens and busy environments
• Can work well under pressure 

• Individuals who pride themselves on the 
cleanliness & efficiency of their workstation

• Must be available to work nights & weekends

PROFESSIONAL WAIT STAFF
Seeking Casual position to join our team,

• Experienced hospitality professional
• Must be available for weekend shifts & nights

• Passionate about service, food & wine
• Can work well under pressure and  

have an eye for detail

Individuals apply only by email, with referees; 
send applications to  

careers@pinostrattoria.com.au
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SITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICES
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Phillip Island and District Bas-
ketball Association (PIDBA) had all 
their Phillip Island RIPS represen-
tative teams enter the 2020 Dande-
nong Basketball Tournament over 
the Australia Day long weekend.

All players were thrilled to be 
back and finally on the courts.

The PIDBA teams had a range 
of great results throughout each 
age group, however with great 
success in all their rounds the 

U16 boys played well in their Pool 
to make the grand final.

Undefeated, the U16 boys Phillip 
Island RIPS team went into their 
grand final game with confidence 
from their great run throughout 

the tournament and secured a 
great win against McKinnon.

Final scores were 73.38.
It was a great team effort and 

Zac Walker was awarded the 
MVP at the end of the match.

Section 1: Korumburra 8.67 de-
feated Leongatha 1.33, Inverloch 
7.63 defeated Westernport 2.52 
and Leongatha North 9.72 defeat-
ed Koonwarra 0.31.

Ladder: Inverloch 89.5, Leon-
gatha North 63, Korumburra 
60.5, Westernport 55, Koonwarra 
19 and Leongatha 9.

Section 2: Outtrim 7.61 defeated 
Baromi 2.53, Korumburra Green 
6.64 defeated Leongatha Millman 

3.53 and Korumburra Blue 5.62 
defeated Leongatha Barty 4.42.

Ladder: Outtrim 76, Korum-
burra Green 6, Baromi 55, Korum-
burra Blue 47, Leongatha Millman 
32 and Leongatha Barty 27.

Korumburra courts suffered in 
the wild winds and rain. Due to 
the weather, the courts were not 
in a good way, so their matches 
were relocated to Leongatha.

Leongatha North were in con-
trol against Koonwarra this week 
in Section 1 winning all the sets.

Good tennis was played, but no 

luck for the Koony team. Korum-
burra won well against Leongatha. 
Harry Taylor-Smith and Frank 
Dekker were in the only winning 
set for the Leongatha side.

Westernport won a mens and 
ladies set but that was all they 
could manage against Inverloch 
this week.

Well done to Ben White and 
Luke Nicholson who won their set 
against Justin and Connor Krohn.

Korumburra Blue were winners 
against Leongatha Barty in Sec-
tion 2 this week.

The Korumburra Blue ladies set 
the way, winning their sets well. 
The Barty men however won their 
three sets. All sets were close, but 
Blue won well on games.

Outtrim, clearly on top of ladder 
in this section, won well against 
Baromi. Baromi won two mens 
sets but lost two tiebreakers.

Korumburra Green were win-
ners by 11 games against Leon-
gatha Millman.

Section 2’s matches have been 
closely contested all season, mak-
ing for great matches every week.

Tennis results

Dandenong basketball tournament

U16s RIPS grand final winners at the recent 2020 Dandenong Basket-
ball Tournament. Top row (L to R): Yianni Caffieri, Jasper Cashman, 
Sonny McMillan, Sonny Merryful, Joel Robinson, Daniel Caffieri and 
coach Terry Robinson. Bottom row (L to R): Zac Walker, Cooper 
Walton, Ollie Hibbert and Anthony Petropoulos.

The U14 boys RIPS basketball team at Dandenong on Australia Day 
weekend. The team played very well throughout the tournament and 
just missed out on making the finals. Top row (L to R): Coach Kris 
Funslow, Xavier Osmond, Sam O’Garey, Austin Finlayson, Ash Rob-
inson and Charlie Fischer. Bottom row (L to R): Jeremy Kelly, Henry 
Dean and Jack Mascaros.

From page 22
Dayson and Niven passed the 

total in the 30th over. Macca and 
the Burra captain talked and said 
let the kids have a go for five overs 
just to give them a crack.

Dayson got out for a well-made 
13 with Niven and Dayson putting 
on 41 to win the game.

Excell and Niven batted the 5 
overs and Excell finishing on 9 not 
out and Niven a game winning 39 
not out with the Sharks finishing 
on 4-132. Thank you to Korum-
burra for a great game of cricket 
played in good spirits.

Go Sharks!

C2 Cricket
Phillip Islands C2 cricketers had 

a home game this week against 
Koonwarra CC.

We won the toss and batted and 
were soon in trouble.

Both openers, Manning and last 
week’s hero Gav Excell out for not 
much, which brought Peter Fran-
cis and Darcy Johnston together.

A real chance of a runout with 
slick moving Darcy and slow-
moving Pete, but it wasn’t to be.

Just like last week a fantastic 
130 run partnership saw the Is-
land get to 3-162 after 40 overs.

Franga a brilliant 75 and Darcy 
again not out with 74.

Both innings superb consider-
ing the slowness of the outfield.

We opened the bowling with 
Darcy Excell who got the break-
through with a great spell of me-
dium pace bowling and was re-
warded with 1-17 off 8.

With the other Darcy bowling 
an excellent spell of 8 overs for 8 
runs.

The opposition didn’t appear to 
be going for a win just happy to oc-
cupy the crease.

After the 20 over mark the skip-
per brought himself on and things 

started to change.
Johno finished with 4-20 with 3 

LBW, s and 1 bowled.
Pete Francis chimed in for a 

wicket 1-22 and after some in-
tense training and working on his 
bowling, Tarryn Allen picked up a 
wicket.

Koonwarra 7-112 after 40 overs.
A solid win but again we still 

can improve as the season gets to 
the interesting end!

Go Sharks

U16s
Despite the torrential rain that 

fell on Friday, the Under 16s were 
able to start on time, for day two of 
their game against ladder leaders 
Inverloch.

Opening bowlers Zac Walker 
and Tim Niven had to find a way to 
deal with the slippery conditions. 
Despite the scoreboard looking fa-
vourable, ball after ball slid down 
the leg side. This allowed Inver-
loch’s mature opening batsmen, 
Jack Butcher, to find his feet and 
build what would ultimately prove 
to be a match winning innings.

At 0 for 28 after 10 overs, Max 
Arceo was introduced into the at-
tack. Steaming in down the hill, 
Max bowled with fantastic control 
and produced his best spell of the 
year. Drifting the ball in towards 
the middle stump with his natural 
angle, Max was able to get the ball 
to pitch and seam away towards 
the offside, creating all sorts of 
worries for the batsmen.

When he delivered an unplay-
able ball (which pitched on middle 
and clipped the top of the off bail), 
Jason Kruss was on his way for 
a well compiled 14 and Inverloch 
were 1 for 30 in the 11th over.

Throughout the middle stages, 
the game hung in the balance.

Jack Butcher continued to work 
the ball around the field and pun-

ish any wayward bowling. Com-
rades came and went, as Zac 
Walker (2 for 18 off 8 overs), Tim 
Niven and Max Arceo continued 
to produce quality bowling, beat-
ing the bat on regular occasions.

When Ollie Hibbert entered the 
attack, a wicket with his first ball 
and a subsequent spell of 3 overs 1 
for 5, was another stand out per-
formance.

Considering the stage of the 
game, as Inverloch began to close 
in on the target, Ollie was able to 
handle both the scoreboard pres-
sure and slippery ball to highlight 
the fantastic improvement he has 
made this year. Ultimately howev-
er, it was the Butcher brothers that 
stole the show and took the game 
away from the island.

Opener Jack made a really im-
pressive 40, before being caught 
on boundary and his younger 
brother Harry (32 not out), con-
trolled the latter stages of the 
game, working with his younger 
batting partner to get Inverloch 
over the line with just eight balls 
to spare.

Pleasingly however, the island 
got the rough end of the stick, 
bowling on a slippery morning 
with intermittent drizzle, making 
for tough bowling conditions.

Still, there’s no doubt that the 
Under 16s are in the hunt for the 
finals with one game to go and 
proved that they are right in the 
mix for a grand final appearance 
this year.

Well done lads, it can still be 
done.

U14s
The U14 Sharks played against 

Nerrena on Saturday morning, 
Nerrena won the toss and elected 
to bat. George McCausland took 
two wickets early in the match.

Soon after Connor MacMillan 

took another wicket, which was 
followed by his brother Thomas 
taking another soon after.

Xavier Godena bowled excep-
tionally taking two key wickets. 
Drew Fusinato came into the at-
tack and finished with two wick-
ets for no runs.

Despite Harry Arceo, Sam Ben-
nett and Charlie O’ Garey not 
taking any wickets they bowled 
superbly. Nerrena finished the in-
nings on 9-50.

Ollie Duggan and Jake Hughes 
looked set from the start putting 
on a show. They both retired on 
25.

Tyler Duell and Justin Tran 
came out to the middle and con-
tinued the flow of runs with Tyler 
finishing on 11* and Justin 10*.

The sharks ended the innings on 
0-96, leading by 46 going into next 
week.

Continuing their innings from 
last week, Tyler Duell and Justin 
Tran opened the batting, Tyler 
made his way to 22 before being 
bowled, Justin fell in the same 
manner shortly after for 16.

Drew Fusinato and Sam Bennett 
made their way to the crease, how-
ever Sam got caught behind on 1.

Drew and George McCausland 
kept the runs flowing before retir-
ing on 11 and 14.

Thomas and Connor MacMillan 
both saw out the innings, Connor 
made 13 and Thomas made 3.

The score finishing on 3–186.
Harry Arceo opened the bowl-

ing and was very unlucky not to 
get a wicket.

Charlie O’ Garey in the second 
over of the day took his first wick-
et in U14s. The Island dismissed 
Nerrena all out for 52.

With one game remaining the 
Sharks look well placed to finish 
on top and receive a home final if 
they beat Imperials this week.

Sharks lose close battle against Scorpions
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A Grade
This week saw the Sharks make 

the trip to Leongatha to take on the 
top of the table Scorpions.

After winning the toss the Sharks 
had a bat and lost opener Brodie John-
ston early to a questionable catch.

Eli Richard met Lochie Cleeland at 
the crease and together the two went 
about their business putting on 62 for 
the second wicket until Richards was 
adjudged LBW and was out for 31 
with the score at 2 for 71.

Cleeland followed the next over 
and the Sharks needed a rebuild with 
the score at 4 for 73.

Henry Shawcross (31) back into 
the team came in at number 6 along 
with Max Royal (30) at number 7 and 
the two had a productive partnership 
putting on 53 and some late hitting 
from Greg Selby saw the total climb 
to a defendable 181 on a fast ground.

After the break openers Simon 
Kirton and Shiran Rathnayake 
bowled well but without luck and it 
wasn’t until the 12th over when spin 
sensation Zac Brown got the big 
breakthrough of Amila Rathnayake.

From here Brown along with 
Charith Keerthisinghe were able to 
build pressure and force wickets on 
a deck that suited the spin bowling.

At the drinks break the Scorpions 
were 4 for 76 with the game in the 
balance. After the break however the 
Sharks were unable to make a break-
through and an excellent innings for 
Sahan Perera who finished 72 not 
out was able to guide the Scorpions 
home in the 39th over. Next week the 
Sharks take on Inverloch at home in 
what is a must win game.

B Grade
B Grade were back at home against 

Korumburra this week after the dis-
appointing loss at Wonthaggi.

The day did not start as wanted 
with captain Macca losing the toss 
and the Away side electing to bat.

This decision would backfire 
though with the fifth ball of the first 
over with young gun Tom Niven get-
ting the edge of the Burra opener 
taken by keeper Finlayson.

Josh Excell would follow coura-
geously bowling up the hill, strug-
gling at first but eventually was on 
song and was hitting the spot.

Both opening bowlers bowled well in 
a partnership, but the father son duo of 
Korumburra’s Checkley’s saw out the 
opening bowlers of Niven and Excell.

Josh was swapped ends after Niv-
en’s heroic spell, and that brought on 
Andrew Tolley from the bottom end. 
He was outraged with the decision, 
but he bowled ok in his anger.

Excell got the breakthrough bowl-
ing the other opener after good hard 
work.

Things started to get easier for the 
Sharks after the leg spinner Liam 
Dayson was thrown the ball and 
straight away was making it look like 
Shane Warne on a day five pitch with 
the batsmen having no idea.

Dayson got an LBW and Burra 
were in a bit of trouble at 3-42.

On came Geoff Odgers from the top 
end replacing Excell and didn’t take 
him long to get the edge of probably 
their best batsmen and an absolute 
screamer taken in the gully by young 
Kohen Beaumont. Then he was on a 

hat-trick after bowling the next bats-
men first ball and Burra were in strife 
at 5-74.

No hat trick unfortunately and then 
Odgers got one more wicket an over 
later with Niven back in the game 
with a diving catch at point.

Odgers was surprisingly rested 
with Dayson still bowling well up the 
hill. Now with a smile on his face, Tol-
ley was thrown the ball from the top 
end with him not taking long to strike 
with another catch by Niven at point 
and Burra were falling everywhere 
at 7-84. Dayson finished a great spell 
and Womersley followed him with 
him getting 2 quick wickets and Tol-
ley ending up with 2 himself.

Korumburra all out for 98 off 33 
overs. Odgers finished with 3/15 from 
his 5 overs Womersley2/6/2.4 and 
Nivo 1/6/5.

With the Sharks requiring 99 to 
win, Macca and Beaumont went out 
to open with the plan today that if an 
older bloke went out an older bloke 
would come in and like so with the 
younger kids.

It didn’t take long though for Burra 
to break through with Macca snick-
ing off early for 4. In at 3 was Horn-
sby who negotiated the opener well 
with Kohen and were both ticking it 
over nicely but still did not get on top 
of the Burra open bowlers and got to 
drinks 1 for 54.

First ball after drinks wasn’t ex-
actly what the Sharks wanted with 
Hornsby getting a leading edge 
which probably should’ve been taken 
but luckily dropped right next to the 
stumps where Kohen was for some 
strange reason halfway down the 
pitch and found himself being run out 
first ball after drinks Kohen ending 
on a well-made 20.

Tom Niven not really acknowl-
edged for his batting, walked out to 
bat with Hornsby and both started 
again after the wicket.

Both were looking good with them 
poking it around until Hornsby played 
all around a straight one, stumps 
were everywhere, Hornsby gone for 
29, and the Sharks were 3 for 64.

In at 5 walked Dayson with the two 
batsmen having a good understand-
ing of what to do. Niven started to 
go on the attack as Dayson worked 
the ball around and started to build 
a partnership, with Niven looking to 
finish it quickly.

Continued page 21

Tuesday, January 26, Australia 
Day 4BBB Men, Ladies and Mixed.

Winners of the Men’s 4BBB: 
Ross Payne and Mike Fitzmaurice 
with 46 points.

Winners of the Ladies 4BBB: Liz 
O’Neill and Karen Green with 38 
points.

Winners of the Mixed 4BBB: 
Tony Gay and Janice Baker.

Wednesday January 27, Ladies 
18 Hole Stableford: Winner was 
Annette Millership H/c (34) with 
37 points from Zoe3 Frost H/c 
(34) with 36 points on a countback 
from Susan Morris H/c (12) also 
with 36 points.

Ladies 9 Hole Stableford: Win-

ner was Vicki Amato H/c (45) with 
13 points from Dorothy Mahony 
H/c (45) with 8 points.

Thursday January 28, Men’s and 
Ladies 18 Hole Stableford: Winner 
was Colin Morris H/c (27) with 44 
points from Patrick Garry H/c (24) 
with 39 points.

Men’s and Ladies 9 Hole Stabl-
eford: Winner was Clive Hill H/c 
(24) with 21 points on a countback 
from Steve Rieger H/c (26) also 
with 19 points.

Saturday January 30, Men’s 
18 Hole Stableford: Winner was 
Mark Jamieson H/c (12) with 42 
points from Phil Cooksey H/c (32) 
with 40 points.

Men’s Matchplay semi-final.
Winners A Grade - Isaac Batty 

and Lachlan Robinson.
Winners B Grade – Reece Jamie-

son and Adrian O’Gorman.
Winners C Grade – Mike 

Fitzmaurice and Anthony Johns.
Winners D Grade – Neil Buttery 

and Mick Wyzenbeek.
Next week – February Monthly 

Medal Sponsored by Bass Coast 
Building Consultants.

Ladies 18 Hole Stableford: Win-
ner was Debra Orr H/c (13) with 37 
points from Vicki Roff-Smith H/c 
(23) with 36 points on a countback 
from Ros Reid H/c (28) also with 
36 points.

Men’s and Ladies 9 Hole Stable-
ford: Winner was Charlene Duthie 
H/c (37) with 20 points from Bob 
Pascoe H/c (11) with 19 points.

Phillip Island golf

Sharks lose close battle 
against Scorpions

The 2021 Victorian Masters Titles was 
held on Phillip Island on Sunday with 
the state’s surfing pioneers gathering 
for an annual tradition of surfing and 
storytelling.

The event saw local surfer Adrian Mai-
er narrowly defeated in the Over 35 Men 
event, scoring 13.57 compared to Blair-
gowrie surfer Joel Reid’s winning score 
of 13.70.

The Masters Women saw Michelle 
Fincher, multiple state champion and 
Phillip Island surfing legend, again claim 
top honours at her home break of Cape 
Woolamai.

Fincher finished on a heat total of 9.26 
(out of a possible 10). In second was Ricci 
Hawkins (Mount Eliza) and Amy Hackett 
(Phillip Island) in third.

Other island placegetters included Bob 
Matthews, Arthur McKenzie and Ed 
Amorin.

Surfing Masters on the Island
Over 35 Men
1st – Joel Reid, 13.70
2nd – Adrian Maier, 
13.57
3rd – Joel Steven, 6.67
4th – Luke Beerling, 
6.44

Masters Women
1st – Michelle Fincher, 
9.26
2nd – Ricci Hawkins, 
4.97
3rd – Amy Hackett, 
3.83

Over 40 Men
1st – Mark Walker, 
13.43
2nd – Adam Leslie, 

10.10
3rd – Craig Lloyd, 7.70
4th – Ed Amorin, 4.86

Over 45 Men
1st – Adam Leslie, 15.54
2nd – Arthur McKen-
zie, 14.83
3rd – Mark Walker, 
12.13
4th – Adrian Maier, 7.63

Over 50 Men
1st – Craig Lloyd, 12.00
2nd – Jamie Reichelt, 
8.67
3rd – Stephen O’Brian, 
4.47
4th – Robert Matthews, 
3.30

Over 55 Men
1st Martin Rennhack-
kamp, 7.30
2nd – Matthew Fisher, 
7.03
3rd – Andrew Dell, 5.90
4th – Jamie Reichelt, 
4.40

Over 60 Men
1st – Alan Bounds, 9.67
2nd – Joe Cervi, 8.26
3rd – Mark Lloyd, 4.96

Single Fin
1st – Mark Miccoli, 
14.26
2nd – Mark Walker, 
9.60

Michelle Fincher (centre) won the Victorian Masters Women’s title ahead of Ricci Hawkins and Amy Hackett 
(left). Photo Tommy Williams, Surfing Victoria.

Finals Results:

Adrian Maier was runner up in the Over 35 Men event, coming in .17 behind winner Joel Reid of Blairgowrie. 
Photo Tommy Williams, Surfing Victoria.

U14s Ollie Duggan made an un-
beaten 25 against Nerrena.

Jack Hughes made 26 runs un-
beaten in the U14s cricket match.

U14s Tyler Duell with a superb 22 
runs.

SPORT
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14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BOLD

TIDE GUIDE
Wed 3  5.49am 11.37am 6.08pm 11.45pm

2.99m 0.58m 2.80m 0.56m

Thu 4 6.25am 12.19pm 6.58pm
2.95m 0.45m 2.83m

Fri 5 12.31am 7.00am 1.00pm 7.48pm
 0.66m 2.82m 0.32m 2.80m

Sat 6 1.17am 7.36am 1.42pm 8.41pm
 0.79m 2.82m 0.32m 2.80m

Sun 7 2.04am 8.15am 2.26pm 9.36pm
 0.94m 2.72m 0.33m 2.75m

Mon 8 2.54am 9.00am 3.14pm 10.36pm
 1.08m 2.62m 0.38m 2.70m

Tue 9 3.51am 9.55am 4.11pm 11.42pm
 1.21m 2.51m 0.46m 2.68m
All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  
No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point
Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31
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PIFNC Junior  
Football Coaches

Applications now open for

U10, U12, U14  
& Youth Girls

Applications to be emailed to 
brendan.cashman
@tabcorp.com.au  

by Thursday 11th February.

Enquiries contact:
Junior Football  

Operation Manager,
Brendan Cashman

0455 077 843

It seems the good weather 
is having a bit of a break last 
week as well with a return to 
some very strong winds and 
almost tropical rain.

What will this change do to 
the fishing?

I guess we will find out when 
people are able to head out for 
a fish again.

Disappointing for those who 
decided to work Christmas 
and have some time off once 
kids went back to school but 
the weather is the one thing 
that none of us can control.

There were those who found 
small windows or know the 
area and found a fishing spot 
during the week and while re-
ports were mixed some went 
home with a good feed for the 
table.

The end of January sees a bit 
of a breather for us at the shop 
and with most back at work, 
we also reduce our hours.

We are still open seven days 
a week but go back to 8am 
opening during the week and 
6am weekends. Our stock 
levels have been reasonable 
through January and we have 
several deliveries scheduled 
during this month.

Keep an eye on our Facebook 
page for what is arriving as 
well as some clear out specials 
we will have during February.

There was as many fishing 
from the land this week as 
there was from boats, after 
Australia day anyway.

It was one of the worst Aus-
tralia Days for weather in the 
last few years and I think be-
cause we had such a good run 
up to it everybody had fished 
enough and headed home ear-
ly to get ready for the return to 

work and school.
Those fishing during the 

week deserved all the fish they 
caught with some ordinary 
conditions.

The surf beaches produced 
several smaller salmon, and 
it made no difference if you 
fished Kilcunda or the island 
beaches.

What we did see though was 
a few other species from the 
surf, Kilcunda near the bridge, 
Smiths and the Colonnades 
produced a few flathead and 
even a couple of pinkies with 
a handful of whiting and trev-
ally from the rocks at Sunder-
land Bay on the low tide.

Only a handful of calamari 
this week, boating was dif-
ficult with little opportunity 
until the weekend and land 
difficult with the strong winds.

There was a lot of weed in the 
water as well, fouling up jigs 
very quickly and only those 
with lots of patience managed 
any from the land.

The best of the land-based 
calamari this week came from 
the Cowes side of the island 
which was protected most of 
the time from the winds.

Boating calamari reports 
came from a couple of places 
out from Cowes but also from 
in Cleeland Bight when the 
winds allowed.

Whiting was the main target 
from the boats this week with 
snapper and gummy grounds 
not really fishable for most of 
the time.

Unlike the calamari we had 
reports from several different 
areas with people using tide 
and wind to their advantage 
and fishing where it was best.

We didn’t get any reports of 

customers getting big bags but 
enough to make it worth the ef-
fort of putting the boat in.

Because you needed to fish 
the wind and tide it meant 
fishing one spot until the tide 
turned then traveling to con-
tinue fishing so the tide and 
wind were in your favour. 
That’s why there weren’t re-
ally any spots that stood out as 
being better.

We had many reports from 
many different whiting areas, 
deep and shallow with mostly 
small bags from each area, 
all due to the ever-changing 
weather and to get a decent 
quantity of fish required lots 
of moving.

The bigger whiting, from the 
reports retreated to the deeper 
water with plenty of small fish 
up in the shallows. 

Now we do have some quiet 
time we are starting to work on 
our Easter fishing competition 
for the Good Friday appeal.

Keep an eye on the reports or 
our social media where we will 
add information as we work 
out the details.

They say what a difference a 
week makes but at the moment 
it’s what a difference a year 
makes. Twelve months ago, 
we were hearing about this 
new virus that was spreading 
around the world and while 
it sounded serious there were 
more tragic events happening 
with the bushfires.

Little did we know how se-
rious all this would become 
in a very short time and what 
a change it would make to all 
our lives.

While this is appearing to 
be far from over the pleasing 
thing is most of the businesses 
around this area survived. 
Sadly not all did, and I think 
people need to be careful how 
they judge those who didn’t 
make it or even the way some 
businesses are now operating.

We held a very successful Australia Day 
club event. The members were dressed in 
Aussie attire, “fines” issued for not comply-
ing with donations to RCH Appeal.

It was a fun day with a sausage sizzle for 
lunch.

We played Pairs of 4 games 8 ends. Winners 
were Chris Fricke and Julie Pora.

Barefoot Bowls continued during the week, 
with visitors making the most of the last week 
of holidays and fine weather.

Corporate bowls is quite competitive.
Winners: DTM Bulldogs. Runners-up: 

Goodie Chalkies.
Saturday Pennant results.
Division 1 Blue, defeated Leongatha Gold 

95 to 50.
Division 1 White lost to Leongatha Green 

93 to 46.
Division 2, Defeated Fish Creek 90 to 53.
Division 3, Defeated Meeniyan 75 to 48.
Division 5, Defeated San Remo [2] 85 to 50.
On Sunday Korumburra hosted SGBD and 

State finals.
Phillip Island Four’s with team of Skip, 

Russell May, Bob Anketell, Glen Cohen and 
Kevin Wagner, were defeated by a team from 
Wonthaggi, but were very competitive.

The Pairs were runners up represented by 
Arthur Denny and Hans Olierook; they lead 
most of the game but were finally defeated.

Robyn Dennis lost to Rosa James in the La-
dies semi-final.

Midweek bowls reconvenes this week.
The 28th Autumn Bowling Carnival Begins 

on Monday, April 26 to Sunday, May 2.
Contact Robin Blackman for entries.
This has been a well-supported event for 

Phillip Island.

South West Gippsland midweek bowls win-
ners were Mark Andreatta, Michael Dady, 
Robyn Coulson and Elaine Fitt.

Runners up were Peter McWilliams, Chris 
Coulson, Mary Nicholson and Elaine Wil-
liams.

One Game winners: Greg Wood, Lindsay 
Russell, Pauline McWilliams and Peter Thor-
ley.

Thursday, January 28 midweek bowls was 
played at Tarwin Lower with 24 bowlers.

The green ran fast, and the wind was of the 
likes that I’ve never seen before.

There was hardly a bowl on the green most-
ly in the ditch or on other rinks.

We were all very windblown, the last game 
was shortened to 10 ends instead of the nor-
mal 12.

Although the weather was fine the wind 
was ferocious and we were all happy to go 
inside to shelter.

Still, it did not deter our enthusiasm and 
happy banter could be heard across all the 
rinks.

Thank you to Paul in the bar for our well-

earned drinks and Wilma Coleman in the 
kitchen and a special thank you to Wilma for 
her home baked scones and fruit cake for our 
free raffle table and our members who bring 
goods thank you.

The free raffle table is a lot of fun and you 
never know what treasure you will win.

Next week, midweek will be held at Koo 
Wee Rup from 10am at venue for a 10.30 start, 
BYO lunch.

For more information or to register please 
contact Peter McWilliams on 5678 5974.

Everyone welcome.
See You on The Green.

Around the Bay 
WITH J I M’S BA IT A N D TACK L E

Midweek bowls

Best One Game players were Greg Wood (S), 
Pauline McWilliams (2), Peter Thorley (L) 
and Lindsay Russell (3).

Elaine Williams (L), Chris Coulson (3), Peter 
McWilliams (S) and Mary Nicholson (2) were 
the runners up of midweek bowls on Thursday.

Winners of midweek bowls played at Tarwin 
Lower were Michael Dady (3), Elaine Fitt (L), 
Robyn Coulson (2) and Mark Andreatta (S).

Phillip Island bowls

Chris Fricke and Julie Pora – Australia Day 
bowls winners.

Local residents and motorsport fans have 
come to the defence of the Phillip Island 
Circuit, after two residents at Smiths Beach 
voiced concerns about noise levels.

In the final edition of the Advertiser for 2020, 
Phil Wright and Ralph Leditschke called for 
more noise controls at the Phillip Island Cir-
cuit, with Phil suggesting a complaints hot-
line be set up by the Bass Coast Shire.

Phil – who for three decades has called for 
the shire and the EPA to monitor and enforce 
noise breaches – said he planned to advocate 
to the Victorian Ombudsman, because resi-
dents were otherwise powerless to act.

Ralph said while the track was a “welcome 

economic addition to the island” the noise 
during Covid restrictions was “not missed”.

“Without proper noise abatement and real-
istic noise levels, the operation of the track se-
verely conflicts with Phillip Island’s values.”

However, the response from other residents 
of the island was overwhelmingly in favour 
of the circuit.

“Some people having nothing better to do 
than complain,” said Andrew Hall on Face-
book.

“Phillip Island would not have what it has 
today without the racetrack.”

“The track was there long before most 
people who are now complaining,” said Judy 
Foden.

“If you don’t like it – move on.”
Some people said they loved hearing the 

sound of racing from the track and the “ex-
citement and noise” that comes with race 
days, describing the complaints as “ridicu-
lous”.

Others pointed out the economic benefits 
the track brought to the island, saying the 
positive impacts locally and for Victoria, “out-
weighs any noise”.

“It’s an icon of the island,” said Smiths 
Beach resident Joanne Meyer Killeen.

“I have a house at Smiths and love hearing 
the noise from the track. I have no issue at all 
with it,” said Daryl Wood.

Others labelled the pair the fun police.
“They’ll want to ban the penguins coming 

up the beach next,” joked Simone Mealyea.

GP track comes out on top
After some residents called for more noise controls at the Phillip Island Circuit, others have 
come to its defence, calling it an “icon of the island”.

SPORT
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

156 SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES

21 SEACREST DRIVE, COWES

14 GLEN STREET, SURF BEACH
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SOLD

‘Open for Inspection 

Sat 6th Feb @ 1pm’

WE HAVE QUALITY  
TENANTS WAITING

RENTAL  
PROPERTIES 
URGENTLY 
WANTED

AUCTION SATURDAY
6TH FEBRUARY at 2PM 
• Renovators Delight
• 2 bed/1bath
• Great sized allotment of 625m2

$680,000 - $735,000
• Situated on a corner allotment
• 4 bed/2 bath/2 car
• Spacious undercover rear deck

 WE HAVE  
CASH BUYERS 

READY TO  
PURCHASE  

NOW!
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Phillip Island Boardriders’ Club 
claimed victory at their home 
break to secure a spot at the Na-
tional Final of the nudie Austra-
lian Boardriders Battle.

The team was cheered on by a 
vocal group of local supporters.

After multiple postponements in 
2020 due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
the event went ahead on Saturday 
at Cape Woolamai as the final 
qualifier in the national series.

With a wind-swept swell in-
creasing throughout the day, con-
ditions were challenging for all 
competitors.

Taking to the waves for the Board-
riders were Glyndyn Ringrose, 
Carl Wright, Codie Jeffery, Sophie 
Fletcher and Harry de Roth.

The island team showed great 
consistency and discipline to win.

Codie Jeffery turned in two 
amazing performances (7.8 and 
7.9) to lead the team to victory.

Not only did Codie get the high-
est score in both the quarter final 
and the final, but both times he 
did it in less than two minutes, 
giving his team mates more time 
in the water to catch better waves.

Torquay and Phillip Island were 
dominant in the opening rounds 
and progressed automatically 
through to the final.

The final saw traditional rivals 
Torquay, Phillip Island and Pen-
insula Surf Riders alongside rela-
tively newly formed club Jan Juc.

Team effort
Under the format of the event, 

each team has five surfers who 
compete in a 60-minute heat. Surf-
ers can catch as many waves as they 
want, but only one wave counts.

Each team designates a Super 
Surfer – for Phillip Island it was 
Carl Wright – who then returns 
to the water after all five surfers 

have completed their set. The Su-
per Surfer can only surf one extra 
wave. This is where the final re-
sult is usually determined.

In the final, Carl’s Super Surfer 
wave score of 5.2 was enough to 
seal the win for Phillip Island.

Surfing Victoria described 
Codie Jeffery as “the steady-
ing force in the final for Phillip 
Island” and said his 7.93 score 
helped to ensure the island team 
took home the top spot and the 
$2,000 prize money.

Phillip Island finished with a 
team total of 32.97 points. Codie 
also walked away as the Oakley 

Prizm Performer of the Weekend.
“It’s an amazing feeling to get 

the win,” said Jeffery.
“We worked our asses off for 

this and got the job done. To do it 
in front of all our mates at home 
makes the win that much better.

“The team probably won’t 
change too much between now 
and the final. We will just get up 
there and give it a crack.”

Finishing in second place and 
claiming the second spot in the 
National Final was Peninsula 
Surfriders on 30.53 points, just 
.23 of a point ahead of third place 
team Torquay on 30.30 points.

Jan Juc finished in fourth place 
on 25.96 points.

The National Final is scheduled 
to take place in Newcastle, NSW 
on May 15 and 16 and will be 
broadcast via www.australian-
boardridersbattle.com

Full results of the weekend’s 
event can be found online via www.
liveheats.com/surfingvictoria

Now in its eighth season, the 
nudie Australian Boardriders Bat-
tle is the country’s biggest grass-
roots boardriders event, involving 
more than 60 of Australia’s best 
boardrider clubs and $112,700 in 
prize money across the series.

Our Boardriders victorious

Phillip Island Soccer club can 
announce the senior men’s team 
will be coached by Timmy Van-
weynsberge and Daren Dempsey 
this season.

After the year off due to Covid, 
both are refreshed and excited for 
what the season ahead will bring.

Timmy has been involved with 
the club from an early age, play-
ing through juniors and seniors, 
winning many trophies and club 
awards over the years.

Timmy has been a senior leader 
at the club for a number of years 
and this is his first season of step-
ping into the coaching role. He is 
excited to give it a go and looking 
forward to the new challenges 
coaching will bring.

Daren has been at the Breakers 
since 2000 as a player, president, 
coach and parent.

He last coached seniors in 2011. 
After three years involvement 
with the seniors he moved to ju-
niors to coach his own children.

Most recently he coached the 
senior women’s team who went 
undefeated for the last two sea-
sons played.

Daren said: “The club has been 
lucky over the years to have se-
nior coaches with high levels of 
coaching experience and football 
knowledge.

“I am looking forward to the 
challenge of working with Tim-

my to follow on from the work of 
these coaches.

“This year is different to any 
other in the past coming off the 
back of Covid. We are hoping to 
see our youth players come back 
and push for seniors’ positions 
along with our more experienced 
players. “

The club wish Timmy and Dar-
en all the best for success in 2021.

Senior men training begins this 
Thursday, February 4 at Newhav-
en Rec Reserve.

All players aged 15 and over are 
welcome to train.

Training begins at 6.30pm.

Go5s
Go5s is back for February.
The club is running a short four-

week program beginning Febru-
ary 4 for U9, U12 and U15 players, 
both girls and boys.

Go5s is a social modified form 
of soccer that provides a fun in-
troduction to those who are new 
to soccer.

If you are interested in register-
ing, please go to gofootball.com.au 
and choose your location to play.

The program was very success-
ful in 2020 and we are happy to 
offer it again.

It is the perfect program for 
your child to try and see if soccer 
is the sport for them.

The cost is $20 for four weeks.

Go Soccer Mums
We are running a Go Soccer 

Mums program alongside the 

Go5s. Go Soccer mums is 45 min-
utes of fun soccer-based exercise 
for females of all ages.

Have fun, meet new people, and 
learn basic football skills in a so-
cial, judgement-free environment. 
To register interest for this pro-
gram, follow the same link as Go5s.

With the support of VicHealth 
and a grant we received late last 
year we can offer the program in 
term 1 for free.

Season 2021
Our registrations for our win-

ter season will open late Febru-
ary and the club will be hosting 
a family fun day to open regis-
trations on Sunday, February 28.

More details about this day 
will be advertised closer to the 
event.

Once registrations open train-
ing will commence on Thursday 
nights for all our teams.

With a change in structure of 
the league which has resulted in 
our junior teams moving to play-
ing on Saturday, we believe we 
will be able to offer the oppor-
tunity for more junior players to 
join our club.

If you have any queries about 
Go5s, Go Soccer Mums or our 
regular season please contact 
the club at phillipislandsoccer@
gmail.com.au or Andrea on 0401 
824 252.

Daren Dempsey  and Timmy Vanweynsberge have been an-
nounced as the new senior coaches for the 2021 soccer season.

Soccer coaches announced

Phillip Island Boardriders’ Codie Jeffery in action on the waves at the Australian Boardriders Battle 
held at Cape Woolamai on the weekend. Photo Tommy Williams, courtesy of Surfing Victoria.
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