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North Pier manager Kimberley Brown with
food and beverage staff Sian Bates and
George Anderson. Staff continued to experi-
ence “agitated patrons” when asking for
vaccination ID or to wear a mask.

Summer
“disappointment”

for businesses

It has been a mixed summer for hospital-
ity and tourism traders, with some report-
ing moderately strong success and others hit
harder because of closures, staff shortages
and supply disruptions due to Covid.

Industry insiders described the season as
“disappointing” with many traders “fatigued”.

A Maze ‘N Things owner Geoff Moed said
business was “very slightly up over last sum-
mer (at two per cent)” but the second half of
January was not as strong as the first half.

December figures were more than 10 per cent
higher than any previous December, he added.

“This was particularly pleasing as we were
still unable to operate Skytrail or magic shows
and had no seating in the café,” Geoff said.

“Our retail sales and take away food sales
were strong, which shows us there are still lots
of people with plenty of money.

“So our thirtieth summer season at A Maze
"N Things was our best yet, but with some very
strange operating circumstances.”

He said the attraction stayed open every day
and when density limits were reintroduced
“we did detect a slight change in customers at-
titudes”.

“It didn’t affect our operations because we
already had them in place, but people seemed
to be a bit more apprehensive.”

North Pier Hotel manager Kimberley Brown
said summer trade was quieter than previous
years.

“Although the hotel accommodation was
booked out solidly for weeks, the bistro and bar
felt there was less foot traffic,” Kimberley said.

“This was possibly due to Covid isolation re-
quirements and people more reluctant to ven-
ture out.

“The lower numbers however suited us given
the increased staffing issues across the region
at the moment. It would have been difficult for
us to sit at full dining capacity 100 per cent of
the time.”

Continued page 11
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Australia Post contractors swiftly
restored the missing letter box to its
rightful position in Thompson Avenue on
Monday morning.

Red alert for
missing mailbox

Residents arriving to post their mail in
the letter box outside the Cowes post office
on Monday morning were shocked to find
the post box was gone.

And no-one in the post office at 9am in
the morning seemed to know quite what
had happened to it.

All was revealed a few hours later when
Australia Post contractors arrived on the
site to restore the box to its rightful place
and bolted it back into the position it has
held in Thompson Avenue for about the last
50 years.

Apparently vandals had ripped it off its
mooring overnight and dragged it around
the corner.

Users are pleased that it is safely back in
its place in the street and commend Austra-
lia Post on its prompt restorative action.

On Monday afternoon, an Australia Post
spokesperson said: “The street posting box
outside Cowes Post office which had been
removed from its footing was quickly re-
paired, and we thank customers who post-
ed in-store during the short time the box
was unavailable.”

Melaleuca Lodge Secondhand Book Sale

Open 10-12 every Satt .

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES (off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029
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New Cowes RAT distribution

Eligible Phillip Island residents can now ac-
cess Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) from an an-
nex to the Phillip Island Health Hub.

The new service started on January 31 and
is available to eligible community members
from 9am-2pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.

RATSs are not available from the Hub at other
times and RATS will not be distributed for peo-
ple to stockpile at home for future use.

BCH staff determine if community members
are eligible for a RAT but generally they are if
they: have symptoms; or are a confirmed con-
tact of someone with Covid and require a rapid
test on day one and day six; or are another con-
tact such as a work, social or education contact,
or a member of a high-risk industry surveil-
lance group.

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan Child said testing
was vital to reduce the spread of Covid as much
as possible.

“The earlier Covid is detected in a person, the
sooner they can isolate and not interact with
other people, and avoid spreading the virus to
family and friends,” she said, adding 119 RATs
were distributed from the Hub last week.

“It’s reassuring to see islanders taking ad-
vantage of this new service in order to limit the
number of Covid cases on the Island and also
on the mainland.

“Rapid Antigen Tests have been in short sup-
ply until now and Bass Coast Health is pleased
to be able to save islanders time and effort
through this new service.”

Covid symptoms include a runny nose, head-
ache, fatigue, dry cough, fever and muscle pain.

Bass Coast Health staff member Kelly gives a Rapid Antigen Test kit to Kally of Newhaven to
take home and perform. Last week BCH distributed 119 RATS to eligible community residents

from the Hub.

Drainage renewal works for
Settlement Road in Cowes

Stormwater drainage renewal works along
Settlement Road in Cowes began last week.

Bass Coast Shire Council said the project will
help increase stormwater capacity, renew exist-
ing pipes and alleviate localised flooding expe-
rienced at the rear of some properties.

Construction is expected to take around four
weeks to complete.

The works will include the construction of
new underground stormwater drainage pipes
or pits and the modification of existing drain-
age infrastructure. Most of the works under-
taken will be at the rear of properties between
276 and 284 Settlement Road and 57 and 59
McKenzie Road.

BWD Solar Pty Ltd  ABN 15 621 481 696
M: 0466 746 749 E: info@bwdsolar.com.au

« Local Company

« Local Tradespersons

« Save $$$ on electricity
« Residential PV Systems
« Commercial PV Systems
« www.bwdsolar.com.au
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Appropriate traffic and pedestrian control
measures will be in place during the construc-
tion period. Local and emergency access to
properties will be maintained at all times.

The works will include the use of heavy plant
and machinery and might be noisy at times.
Council understands that these works may
present an inconvenience to nearby residents
and appreciates their patience during these
times. The contractor will make every effort to
minimise disruptions during construction.

This $89,000 project is fully funded by the
council as part of its Capital Works Program.

For more information: www.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/projects

BWD

M: 0466 746 749
E: info@bwdsolar.com.au
W: www.bwdsolar.com.au



Should the state government buy this land for wildlife?

Admittedly it’s an ambitious idea.

But that is not stopping Cowes resi-
dent Ron Day.

Ron - better known as the citizen
scientist behind the Cowes-Rhyll
Road wildlife roadkill trial — is now
lobbying to protect conservation land
from development.

In particular, Ron would like to
see a 32ha farm on the Cowes-Rhyll
Road, which is currently on the mar-
ket for sale and has a curious history,
returned to public ownership.

“My main concern is that there is
more and more pressure on land for
growth and this property has high
conservation values, right next to the
Rhyll Inlet. It’s a wildlife haven,” he
said.

“Unless we act now, this land could
be lost to development forever.”

Ron said ideally the state govern-
ment should buy the property, which
would then be managed by the Phillip
Island Nature Parks.

“Or alternatively it could even be
bought as part of a crowdfunding
campaign if there’s enough commu-
nity support.

“At the moment I'm just putting it
out there to see if there is any support
from government or the public.”

As bold as the proposal is, it’s not
the first time land has been bought
for conservation, with the family of
satirist John Clarke gifting 8ha at
Rhyll for conservation two years ago.

In the 1970s a Rhyll farm was
bought by local conservationists
through fundraising to create what
is now popularly known as Conser-
vation Hill, to prevent it becoming a
marina.

Phillip Island Nature Parks CEO
Catherine Basterfield welcomed the
proposal.

“The Rhyll inlet is environmen-
tally significant and forms part of
a Ramsar wetland,” Ms Basterfield
said.

“The Nature Parks would welcome
any opportunity to ensure the pri-
vately-owned wetlands are managed
in an environmentally sensitive way.

RESPECT

EACH OTHER

This private property for sale on the Cowes-Rhyll Road has a curious his-
tory and now a resident is lobbying for it to be bought for conservation

management.

“If there is a future opportunity
for the privately owned wetlands to
be transferred to public ownership,
the Nature Parks would be willing to
take on management of the land.

“Bass Coast Shire Council has
taken a strong position to protect this
land from development and I believe
that this would continue into the fu-
ture, regardless of changes in owner-
ship.”

History

The property has a curious history.
In 2020 the landowner was will-
ing to gift about 40 hectares of the
property to the Phillip Island Nature
Parks, in exchange for planning ap-
proval of a low-density home on a

separate 2.3 hectares.

The landowner was even willing to
promise never to further subdivide in
the future.

Yet Bass Coast Shire councillors re-
jected the offer, arguing it would ef-
fectively expand Cowes’ town bound-
aries and would allow development
—albeit small -in an environmentally
sensitive and flood-prone area.

The offer came after years of nego-
tiations between the shire, conserva-
tion groups, the Nature Parks and the
landowner.

They all agreed the landowner -
at their own expense — could seek a
planning amendment, which would
require public submissions and the
Planning Minister’s approval, be-

When a loved one is open about their gender identity and
sexuality, choosing to celebrate and support them means a lot.

Visit

to learn more.
If you need support call Rainbow Door on

Ron Day, better known at the citizen scientist behind the wildlife road-
Rill trial, said it was a “shame” the land had not been given to Nature
Parks for management by the council in 2020.

cause the land is environmentally-
sensitive and flood-prone.

Shire planning officers even rec-
ommended councillors should give
the green light to initiating that plan-
ning amendment.

“The proposal represents a modest
expansion to the Cowes and Silver-
leaves settlement that will result in no
overall change in terms of total dwell-
ings,” the planning officers stated at
the time.

Cr Bruce Kent in 2020 described the
deal as a “pretty good outcome” and
Cr Julian Brown said “on balance the
application is positive”.

However, Cr Michael Whelan (cur-
rently the mayor) successfully moved
an alternative motion putting a halt to

Respect
Victoria

the deal.

Cr Whelan said the whole site,
which is to the west of the Rhyll Inlet,
was subject to flooding - both from
Western Port and severe rain storms
—and “I don’t agree with the principle
of putting people in harm’s way”.

“This is fraught with problems and
latent liabilities to councillors down
the track,” he said, adding that by
today’s planning standards many
homes in the low-lying area of Silver-
leaves would not be built.

Cr Whelan said the land was out-
side the town boundaries and “I seem
toremember councillors here promis-
ing not to increase town boundaries”,
and the entire parcel should instead
be in public ownership.

ORIA

State
Government

Preventing
Family
Violence
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The owners of the Mercedes car smashed through the front window of the Wing Ho restaurant, into the table
that seated four of their friends, whom they were meeting for dinner.

Mayhem as Mercedes
smashes Wing Ho window

Customers dining at the Wing Ho
restaurant in Cowes were injured
last Wednesday night when a car
ploughed through the front window.

The car, driven by a couple,
mounted the curb on Thompson Av-
enue about 7pm and smashed into
the front brick building, hitting a
table where — according to restau-
rant staff — they were due to dine
with four friends.

Some of those friends fell to the

floor when the car smashed the ta-
ble and chairs.

Waitress Bless said she narrowly
missed being hit, two metres from
the impact site.

“The glasses and wine went flying
and the table and chairs were bro-
ken,” Bless said.

“The people on the front table
were waiting for the man and wom-
an in the car, for a table of six. Two
customers were on the floor because

their chairs were broken.

“It’s hard to describe. It’s like
blink. We didn’t see it coming.”

Ambulance Victoria confirmed a
woman in her 60s was taken to Won-
thaggi Hospital in a stable condition
with minor injuries and a number of
other people were assessed at the scene
but weren’t transported to hospital.

Bless said she and fellow staff
then helped customers evacuate the
building while emergency services

The restaurant owner has a front
CCTYV camera, with footage given
to police.

Staff took this photo inside the
restaurant — showing tables and
chairs smashed and scattered.

The following day the car had been removed and the wall of the restau-

rant was still standing, but only just.

tended to the wounded.

“We could hear creaking in the
ceiling so we wanted to get out.

“We had a lot of customers inside
and they offered to pay but we just
left.”

She said there were over 20 cus-
tomers in the restaurant at the time
and about seven staff.

Restaurant owner Kim said she
was cooking in the kitchen at the
time of the accident but heard the

loud bang.

“When I heard the sound I thought
it sounded like a car hitting the
front,” Kim said, adding the restau-
rant had a front CCTV camera and
footage was given to police.

Victoria Police said the incident
was under investigation and they
couldn’t provide comment on the
cause of the crash.

Police, CFA, SES and paramedics
all attended the incident.

In business, strong relationships
are crucial for success.

The same applies to business banking.

Bendigo Bank business specidlists are renowned
for making business banking personal. They're
invested in your success.

Business banking
made personal

Meet your local specialist

Get your business booming and
make a time to meet your local
business lending and refinancing
specialist, Scott Draper, on

Equipped with products rivalling any bank in the
country, they'll work with you to achieve what you
want in business, and in life.

Our business specialists meet you when and
where it suits you; at your business or our branch,
over the phone or video call, even at your
favourite cafe.

Get in touch with your local business specialist at
the Cowes branch on Wednesday 16 February, 2022.

bendigobank.com.au/business

Wednesday 16 February at
Cowes Community Bank

Call 5952 3383 for your own
tailored business banking
session today.

B Bendigo Bank

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 1533623 OUT_9809006, 28/01/2022
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Every

1111414 everyone RLIURLI:

Getting your third dose of the vaccine now, won’t just protect
you. It will help protect your entire family.

From the oldest to the youngest, getting your third dose now,
means you've done everything you can to protect everyone
you love from serious illness.

Find your nearest vax site and walk in, or book now.

Go to coronavirus.vic.gov.au

VACCINATION

‘ F : ORIA
State
Government

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne




A 20-acre block in Veterans Drive Newhaven, which includes 170 metres of beach frontage

sold prior to auction for $6 million.

erty in Cowes.

A holiday homeowner paid $3.6 million to stop developers building on this foreshore prop-

Multi-million-dollar real estate records tumble

Two new records have been set
for real estate sales on Phillip Is-
land in the past month.

A property at 8 Roy Court Cowes
(pictured) — on Lovers Walk - was
sold for $3.6 million at auction by
O’Brien real estate, $300,000 above
the reserve.

“It was a very competitive auc-
tion with two buyers fighting it

out,” O’Brien agent Josh Dunstan
said.

“One was wanting to develop the
site and the winning bidder — who
owns in the street — wanting to se-
cure the site so it would not fall into
the hands of developers.

“It is a new record for the fore-
shore Cowes.”

Josh said the owners of 8 Roy

Court — a home on about half an
acre — had developers “over the
years knocking on their door to see
if they wanted to sell”.

The owners paid about $100,000
for the property 50 years ago.

Meanwhile Josh said they recent-
ly also sold 20 acres at 75 Veterans
Drive Newhaven - which included
170 metres of beach frontage - pri-

or to auction with an unconditional
offer of $6 million from a Mel-
bourne buyer.

“This would also be record price
for the area,” he said.

“Beingin a farming zone it would
be very difficult to develop the
land or build further dwellings,
but the buyer plans to renovate
the existing home and improve the

20 acre site.”

Josh said both sales showed
strong and increasing interest
in coastal real estate, especially
unique foreshore properties.

“More buyers are discovering
the hidden gem that Phillip Island
is and the value for money it rep-
resents compared to other coastal
locations,” he added.

—== BASS
COAST

Council Update

Council Meeting 18 February
Council’s next meeting, scheduled to be held in the Council Chamber, Bass Coast Civic
Centre, Baillieu Street East, Wonthaggi, will now be held virtually. The meeting will be
livestreamed at 1.00pm on Wednesday, 16 February. Join us via the link at
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/2022meetings. The agenda is released on our website on
Friday, 11 February at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/2022meetings. There is an opportunity
in the Council meeting for public questions. If you would like to ask a question, please
submit your questions in writing no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.

Have your say on Local Law Review

Council is currently reviewing its Local Law to ensure it continues to meet community
needs. This review aims to identify what is working well, find any gaps in legislation and
to create new items to address new and emerging issues. A Summary of Key Changes
has been drafted, which highlights proposed changes to the Local Law. We welcome
feedback on these proposed changes, as well as anything that is in our current Local
Law or anything that you think may be missing. You can review this document, our
current Local Law (2012), have your say on proposed changes and suggest any new
items at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/locallaw. This draft document is available for
feedback until 13 February 2022.

Road closures in Rhyll - Tuesday, 15 February

The Tour of Gippsland cycling event will run from Sunday, 13 February until Tuesday, 15
February and take in the Bass Hills, Woolamai, Inverloch and Rhyll. Please be mindful of
cyclists when on the road. Visit www.tourofgippsland.com.au for further information.
Stage 1: Woolamai Circuit Road Race: Sunday, 13 February, 8.00am to 5.00pm
Stage 2: Inverloch Road Race: Monday, 14 February, 8.00am to 5.00pm
Stage 3: Rhyll Criterium road closures: Tuesday, 15 February, 10.00am to 2.00pm
Criterium Circuit
» Beach Rd start/finish area will be closed from 7.00am to 3.00pm (100m east of
Jansson Rd).
 The Criterium closures will be in place from 10.00am to 2.00pm and will include the
following roads:
e Lock Rd from Walton St to Beach Rd
» Beach Rd from Loch Rd to Walton St
* Walton St from Beach Rd to Loch Rd
There will be restricted access to the Rhyll Jetty during road closures.

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903 Wonthaggi | PO Box 118, Wonthaggi
VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or via the National Relay Service on 13 36 77
basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au | www basscoast.vic.gov.au

High risk rock fishing life jacket trial

Lifejackets will be required
for recreational rock fishing
at three high-risk locations
around Phillip Island and
San Remo from March 1.

The requirement is part
of a two-year state govern-
ment trial to be rolled out at
10 locations across Victoria,
including Pyramid Rock, and
San Remo at the southern
end of Potters Hill Road, as
well as Punchbowl Rocks.

The rollout comes after the
body of a 43-year-old woman
was recovered on New Year’s
Eve, after she went missing
while fishing with family
near the George Bass Coastal
Walk and Punchbowl Road.

Since 2000 there have
been six deaths of anglers at
Punchbowl, which represents
a third of all rock fishing
deaths in Victoria in the last
two decades.

The rollout follows con-
sultation by the Victorian
Fisheries Authority (VFA),
which established Victoria’s
most dangerous rock fishing
spots, with others including
Bushrangers Bay rocks (east
of Cape Schanck) and Cape
Bridgewater (near the blow-
holes car park).

The trial will aim to reduce
the chance of drowning with a
properly fitted and well-main-

Three of the 10 high-risk rock fishing locations to be part
of the Victorian lifejacket trial are in this area. Since 2000
there have been six deaths of anglers at Punchbowl, which
represents a third of all rock fishing deaths in Victoria in

the last two decades.

tained lifejacket, should a rock
fisher end up in the water.

Lifejackets will need to
comply with Australian Stan-
dards and be atype 3 or great-
er for adults. Children under
12 must wear a lifejacket at
the 10 sites even if they are
not fishing, and they must be
atype 1 or greater model.

The trial will also see the
VFA work with recreational
fishing groups on an improved
safety and education program.

Fishing and Boating Min-

ister Melissa Horne said life
jackets save lives, and for
rock fishers, can “drastically
reduce the risk of drowning
should the worst happen”.
“Rock fishing is an increas-
ingly popular pastime for rec-
reational anglers. However,
we know that it can also be
deadly if precautions to stay
safe are not taken,” she said.
Information, including maps
and details of compliant life-
jackets:  vfa.vic.gov.au/rock-

fishing.

Locally owned and operated by

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi

176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.

LK5162
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Dog owners last week celebrated the first
day of a range of new off-leash restrictions
with a group dog walk on Cowes west beach.

Last December Cr Ronnie Bauer success-
fully moved a motion “borne out of frustra-
tion and inaction” from dog owners to change
rules on council-managed beaches, including:

¢ extend off-leash dog beach access 350 me-
tres from McKenzie Road, Cowes, to 50 me-
ters short of Anderson boat ramp; and at San
Remo from the existing Foots Beach through
to Marine Parade;

e allow access to off-leash dog beaches an-
nually from February 1 to December 1, effec-
tive from February 1, 2022, which extends by
two months the current restrictions on Phillip
Island, which start in April;

e from December 1 to February 1 dogs must
be on a leash on the dog off-leash areas from
10am-6pm, with dogs currently not allowed
on beaches at all in that period on Phillip Is-
land; and

e immediately provide dog waste bags and
dispensers at all current dog beach entrances
across the Bass Coast Shire.

Cr Bauer on February 1 led a group of about
20 dog owners who walked the length of the
new off-leash beach from the Cowes Yacht
Club to Devon Avenue, just short of the boat
ramp.

He said while neither new signs nor dog waste
bags and dispensers had been rolled out he had
been guaranteed by shire staff they would soon
appear.

“They are delayed but staff have assured
me that until they appear no one will be pe-
nalised for following the new rules and walk-
ing their dogs,” Cr Bauer said.

“Staff have told me the dispensers will be up
by the end of February and they’re currently
working on messaging for the signs and I be-
lieve they will appear at the same time.”

Cr Bauer said the only people walking on
the beach last week at 10am were the dog
owners.

“The response from owners has been ex-
traordinary. I didn’t expect it to be so over-

Cr Ronnie Bauer with about 20 dog owners, who celebrated new off-leash rules that came
into effect on February 1 with a walk on Cowes west beach on the same day.

whelmingly positive. One woman on the
beach jumped into my arms and thanked me.”

Shire CEO Ali Wastie explained the chang-
es applied to council-managed beaches at
Cape Paterson, Inverloch, Ventnor, Cape
Woolamai safety beach, Cowes West and San
Remo.

“These are beaches where dogs were not
permitted on the beach during daytime hours
over peak periods,” Ms Wastie said.

“Dogs will now be allowed on these beaches
during these times, on a leash. We are cur-
rently working on updating all our signage to
reflect this. Poo bag dispensers are currently
on order and we anticipate delivery within
the coming weeks.”

Response

President of the Phillip Island Bass Coast
Dog Owners Association Cheryl Owens said
owners were “thrilled” at the new rules.

“Now the kids are back at school and our
beaches are deserted dog owners are able to
exercise their dogs on the beaches in accor-
dance with the rules,” she said.

“We are glad common sense has prevailed
for our communities.”

Phillip Island Conservation Society presi-
dent Jeff Nottle said the new rules were “most
unfortunate ahead of the promised commu-
nity consultation”.

“Council agreed to establish a dog off-leash
working group to provide guidance and rec-
ommendations on improving off-leash areas.
Neither of these promised actions have oc-
curred,” he said.

Details of off-leash areas are available at
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/services/pets-
animals/where-can-i-walk-my-dog, however
the dates on the website have not yet been
updated to reflect the motion passed at the
December 2021 Council meeting.

Dog owners celebrate

Despite a motion at the December 2021
Council meeting, neither new signs nor dog
waste bags and dispensers had been rolled
out, however Cr Ronnie Bauer said he had
been guaranteed by shire staff they would
soon appear.
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Residents battle social housing plans

Cowes west residents say a “wild-
life corridor” and parkland should
not be destroyed for social housing
construction.

Residents say they are planning
to fight a Bass Coast Shire and state
government project that would see
social housing built on six residen-
tial streets in Cowes, land owned by
the shire as surplus road reserves,
totalling 4,600m?.

The sites include: Seascape, Ray-
wood, Highland and Wyndham
avenues, as well as Anderson and
Roydon roads.

Wyndham Avenue residents said
they planned to form a committee to
protest the project, saying the sec-
tion of vegetated vacant land in their
street was used by local residents as
parkland, as well as by wildlife.

Eric Williams has lived on the
street for 27 years and said he was
surprised to learn of the social hous-
ing plans late last year.

“Thislandis a wildlife corridor. The
council is quick to protect their ga-
zetted corridors yet they’re prepared
to rip up one like this,” Eric said.

Robert Cooper, who lives opposite
the land, said the trees were home to
a variety of animals including owls,
yellow-tailed black cockatoos, lori-
keets and rosellas, while wallabies
were also often spotted.

“Children play there, there’s even
cubby houses in the trees, people
walk their dogs and go for runs and
play footy and cricket,” Robert said.

“It’s a nature reserve valued by
both holiday homeowners and resi-
dents. This is a battle not just for our
street but the whole community.”

Michael Whitfield said his three
children aged nine, six and one
played on the land with other local
children.

“Ifirst heard about the plansin the
Advertiser and I wasn’t impressed,”
Michael said.

“Then I met state government (so-
cial housing) and shire representa-

Wyndham Avenue residents from left Eric Williams, Robert Cooper,
Tina Hanen and Michael Whitfield are concerned about plans for social

housing in their street.

tives on the site and I explained my
concerns and the government rep-
resentatives ignored me.

“They said there’d be face-to-face
discussions with locals but I've nev-
er heard back.”

Michael said the trees on the site
were significant for wildlife.

Plans

Late last year the shire was nomi-
nated to receive $25 million worth of
grants under the state government’s
Big Housing Build, one of nine local
government areas targeted by the gov-
ernment in a total $5.3 billion fund.

Under the build, registered com-
munity  housing organisations

(CHOs) apply for the grants. The
land is then made available for free
or at a discount by the shire for the
homes to be built.

Two CHOs have indicated they

would like to apply for the grants in
Bass Coast, including in Cowes and
Wonthaggi, where it would total
6880m?, or up to 10 houses.

Wyndham Avenue resident Karen
Williams said Wonthaggi was better
serviced to cater for social housing.

“It seems ridiculous to have social
housing in Cowes when all the ser-
vices are in Wonthaggi, such as the
hospital, Centrelink, and day care,”
Karen said.

“Wonthaggi is closer to pub-
lic transport, there are more jobs
there and more social workers. It’s
practically impossible to get that
here in Cowes.”

Support

Housing Matters Committee last
year held a meeting in Wonthaggi to
support the social housing project.

“Homeless people are forced to

These streets in Cowes have been earmarked for affordable social hous-
ing: Seascape, Raywood, Highland and Wyndham avenues, as well as

Anderson and Roydon roads.

sleep rough; the housing waiting list
is rising while local businesses are
have trouble finding staff who can
afford to rent in our area,” commit-
tee member Beth Banks said.

“We are looking forward to a
quick build, as housing availability
is in crisis in our area.”

Committee member Jessica Har-
rison confirmed Cowes already had
social housing and those who would
secure the six homes to be built
would come from the Department
of Housing waiting list.

“Some would be local while oth-
ers would be Victorians who have
nominated the area as one of their
preferred places to live,” Jessica ex-
plained.

“Homes Victoria have stated that the
number of social housing dwellings in
Bass Coast were 381 representing 2.5
per cent of total dwellings.”

Jessica said women over the age
of 55, living alone were identified as
a group at serious risk of homeless-
ness across Australia.

What next

CHOs will now undertake due dili-
gence - including a site survey, town
planning assessment and feasibility
modelling — and confirm which sites
they will include in their grant sub-
missions, with confirmation of sites
announced in early 2022.

Under the grant conditions, com-
munity consultation would be held
in March and April, construction of
homes must start by June 2023 and
be finished by June 2025.

Three councillors voted against
the project last year because, they
said, the shire had not yet finished
creating its own affordable housing
strategy.

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED

Expressions of Interest
2 The Esplanade, Ventnor

Inspections Strictly by appointment.
Call Kendall 0410 595130

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Luxury modern 2 storey, 4 bedroom home with
magpnificent views of Westernport Bay, right on the
foreshore at the historic Grossard Point, Ventnor.
Modern house with electrical central heating and
cooling and open gas fire. The upstairs kitchen,
living, dining opens out to the balcony, sit and
watch the whales and sunsets, with uninterrupted
views. Fully equipped modern kitchen with stone
benches perfect for entertaining family and
friends. Downstairs features 3 spacious bedrooms
all with built in robes, separate living area,
bathroom and internal access from the garage.
When you've had enough of the beach you can
retire to the protected sun deck off the main living
area to take in the views. This property will provide
the perfect beach lifestyle you've been looking for.

Contact Agent
2-6 Phillip Street, Ventnor

the stress of Melbourne wash away.
Contact Michael 0412 712 034

VIEWS AND LAND

An extremely rare opportunity awaits, we are
always asked for a large land holding and water
views. With two separate homes the possibilities
are endless, also the potential to create another
block with its own road frontage STCA. This level
parcel of land is perfect for the whole family with
easy access to the Ventnor Beach and a short car
trip to all Phillip Island has to offer. This property
fronts onto rural land which only adds to the quiet
environment, watch the stunning sun sets and let

LKO1542BF

www.phillipislandfn.com.au

60 Thompson Ave, Cowes
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Auxiliary steps up support
for cancer services

Bass Coast Health Ladies
Auxiliary brings together
over 200 donors for cancer
services.

Steeped in the history of the
Wonthaggi Hospital, the Bass
Coast Health Ladies’ Auxil-
iary (the Ladies Auxiliary)
continues to garner commu-
nity interest in and support
for health services today.

The Auxiliary’s recent gift
to Bass Coast Health of a Sig-
nature Quilt reflects the ladies’
110 year tradition and the fu-
ture of our health services.

The Ladies’ Auxiliary does
not shy away from an ambi-
tious project and the members
certainly delivered, garner-
ing support from 207 donors
and local organisations, each
lovingly represented as part
of the Signature Quilt that
now hangs on the walls at the
Wonthaggi Hospital.

The Signature Quilt has
multiple embroidered names
each representing donors to
Bass Coast Health cancer
services. The tradition of cre-
ating Signature Quilts dates
back to the 19th century; the
Ladies Signature Quilt will
leave a lasting legacy.

“The Signature Quilt tells
a story that we want all of
our staff, patients and com-
munity to learn about,” said
Jan Child, CEO Bass Coast
Health.

“We are so grateful to the
Ladies’ Auxiliary for their
extraordinary efforts and to
each and every one of the do-
nors that made this possible.

“The $14,000 raised by the
Ladies Auxiliary is incred-
ibly important as it helps us

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan Child (centre) with Marlene
Talbot, Treasurer of the Bass Coast Health Ladies Auxiliary
(right) and Anna Kenny, Nurse Unit Manager of the L. Rigby
Centre, with the Signature Quilt.

to purchase essential equip-
ment needed for cancer ser-
vices, now delivered through
the L. Rigby Centre.

“More than the money
raised, every name on this
beautiful quilt signifies sup-
port for our patients, staff
and our services; an uplifting
daily reminder that inspires
our care for patients with
cancer,” Ms Child said.

Anna Kenny, Nurse Unit
Manager of the L. Rigby
Centre said the team sees the
difference local cancer care
makes for the community ev-
ery day.

“We are so grateful to the
Ladies Auxiliary and the 207
community donors for their
contribution to this service,”
she said.

Marlene Talbot, Treasurer
of the Ladies Auxiliary, said
they were thrilled with the
community response to the
project.

“Our members have worked
on this project for the past
two years. While Covid im-
pacted its progress we are ex-
cited that the Signature Quilt
is now complete for everyone
to enjoy.”

/ Sponsored Article /



Bass Coast Health wishes to thank the volunteers of the
Bass Coast Health Ladies Auxiliary and the community for
raising more than $14,000 for the L. Rigby Centre.

The members of the Ladies Auxiliary created a Signature
Quilt to raise funds for the Centre, which provides
treatment for community members with cancer and
other conditions.

The quilt comprises 207 squares, each naming the 207
donors who contributed to the fundraising appeal.

Bass Coast Health wishes to express its appreciation of
every donor, whose kind gifts have enabled us to provide
first class treatment to patients closer to their homes.

We also wish to thank the Ladies Auxiliary members

who gave their time and expertise to lovingly bring the
Signature Quilt together.

To enquire about joining the
Bass Coast Health Ladies Auxiliary,
contact President
Margaret Hender on 5672 1820.

The Signature Quilt hangs at the entrance to the L. Rigby
Centre from Sleeman Ward at Wonthaggi Hospital.

For 110 years, the Ladies Auxiliary has been raising
funds for your health service. For the ladies’ dedication,
commitment and effort, Bass Coast Health is truly
grateful.

The Ladies Auxiliary wishes to thank Kerryn Drennan from
Fabrics and Beads, Virginia Wheeler for the embroidery,
Phillip Island Patchworkers for the quilting, Bunnings
Wonthaggi for materials, Inverloch Men's Shed for

the frame with special mention to Lindsay Bell and

Julian Sellers, and Paul and Mandy Taranto from Talum
Windows for the glass.

Pictured above: Ladies Auxiliary Treasurer Marlene
Talbot with the Signature Quilt.
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Cape Woolamai mum independent Federal candidate

Cowes lawyer Deb Leonard is
used to the rough and tumble of
court room battles.

But has it prepared her for the bat-
tle ground that is Federal politics?

The 4l-year-old mother-of-two,
who was last week nominated as
the Voices for Monash indepen-
dent candidate for this year’s Fed-
eral election, says law is the perfect
grounding for parliament.

“Being in court is all about ad-
vocating for your client and using
powers of persuasion to get a point
across,” Deb says.

“Politics is the same, it’s about
advocating for the community and
fighting for what the community
wants.”

Deb is all about tapping into the
community zeitgeist.

She says she has been associated
with Phillip Island her whole life,
having holidayed here as a young-
ster, when she had summer jobs at
Isola di Capri, Hotel (then the Jetty)
and the Cowes IGA.

She always wanted to live here
and a couple of years after complet-
ing her law/commerce degree at
Melbourne University, in 2008 she
moved to Cowes to establish her
own legal practise.

For the past few years she has
worked casually, having employed
two partners to work in her busi-
ness, overseeing criminal law to
commercial, conveyancing and
wills, allowing Deb time to work
with various local groups including
the Phillip Island Boardriders, the
San Remo pre-school committee as
well as being involved with Rural
Australians for Refugees.

“I had the perfect life,” says Deb
who lives in Cape Woolamai with
her husband Tim and children aged
5 and 7, who both attend Newhaven
primary.

“My youngest started school this
year and on the first day (last Mon-
day) I had a whole day of freedom
and that night it was announced I
was the successful candidate for

Deb who lives in Cape Woolamai with her husband Tim and children, aged 5 and 7, is the Voices for Monash
candidate. She says her key policy platform includes: action on climate emergency, inclusivity, a push for a
Federal anti-corruption body and Covid recovery support for small businesses.

Voices for Monash.
“I'm a glutton for punishment.”

Politics

Politics has always bubbled in the
background.

“When I was 10 I told my parents
I wanted to be Prime Minister be-
cause I didn’t think Paul Keating
was doing a good job. I don’t think
my policies were very sound at the
time, though.

“Politics is always something that
has been in the back of my mind
and when Voices for Monash were
looking for candidates it seemed the

right time.

“It doesn’t scare me, it excites me.”

Deb says the ‘Voices for’ move-
ment initially started in 2013 when
independent candidate Cathy Mc-
Gowan took the safe Liberal seat
of Indi in Victoria, which “sparked
inspiration for other independents
around the nation”.

The movement is backed by Simon
Holmes a Court, son of the late bil-
lionaire businessman Robert Holmes
a Court and a long-term climate phi-
lanthropist, with other ‘Voices for’
groups around Australia.

“I have never really felt the main-

stream parties represent what I
want to represent,” Deb says.

“In the back of my mind I thought
if Irun it will be as an independent.”

Six months ago she came across
the Voices for movement and in
January submitted an expression
of interest to 50 Voices for Monash
members, then making an online
presentation against one other
nominee.

Members then carried out a pri-
vate vote, with Deb’s nomination
announced on January 31.

“It has been a whirlwind,” she ad-
mits.

No time to read

the paper?

- Godirect

stories YO

NEWS - SPORT - ENTERTAINMENT

LOCAL PROFILES - REAL ESTATE

HEALTH & WELLBEING - HISTORY

pisra.com.au

for your 7 day FREE TRIAL
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Policy

While Deb hopes to apply for
campaign funding from Holmes a
Court, Voices for Monash is a loose
affiliation largely allowing her in-
dependence, but with several key
policy platforms: action on climate
emergency, inclusivity, a push for a
Federal anti-corruption body and,
Deb adds, Covid recovery support
for small businesses.

“Voices for doesn’t dictate policy.
We are free to vote with either major
party depending on what policies
are best for the community.”

To gauge community issues, Deb
will hold a range of in-person and
online “kitchen table conversation”
meetings between now and the Fed-
eral election, which will most likely
be in May.

Deb - who will run a carbon neu-
tral campaign - acknowledges that
there is not one community voice
but adds “there are strong themes
that are important to people”.

“I’ll try and work out the majority
views and not just the views of the
squeakiest wheels.”

Deb will be up against incumbent
Liberal Russell Broadbent in the safe
seat,aswell as ALP’s Jessica O’Donnell
and the Greens’ Mat Morgan.

Does she think she’s got a chance
of winning?

“I don’t by any means think it will
be an easy election but I think it’s
possible.

“There’s a lot of disillusionment
with the two main parties, which
makes opportunities for indepen-
dents to be elected.

“It seems our current member is
pushing his own agenda and not
acting in accordance with commu-
nity values, such as voting against
marriage equality when the vast
majority are in support of it.

“Even if I'm not successful if I can
shake things up and make our seat
more marginal and get more atten-
tion and funding into the electorate,
that will be a good outcome.”

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO
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BCH say boosted is best

Bass Coast Health is calling on
more people in the community to
get a Covid booster to give our com-
munity greater protection against
the virus.

While most people in the commu-
nity received two doses of a Covid
vaccine, uptake of the booster across
Australia is low, despite health au-
thorities now advising people to get
three doses to give themselves opti-
mal protection.

Over 30 per cent of older Austra-
lians vulnerable to serious COV-
ID-19 infections are yet to receive a
booster.

Less than 30 per cent of people
aged under 40 have been boosted.

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan Child
said boosters remain our best de-

fence against the Omicron strain of
the virus, which is responsible for
the current surge in cases.

“Someone who is vaccinated is less
likely to catch Covid and less likely
to be as sick if they do.

“They’re also less likely to spread
the virus to others, particularly to
family and friends who have com-
promised immune systems and are
more vulnerable to experiencing
serious illness should they get CO-
VID,” she said.

“While two doses of a vaccination
give protection, only three doses will
give you the best protection available
and that’s why we want to see more
people in the Bass Coast boosted.”

Bass Coast Health is helping more
people access a Covid booster and

Summer

“disappointment”
for businesses

From page 1

Bass Coast Shire Mayor Cr Michael Whel-
an said feedback from businesses showed
while there was some revenue growth in De-
cember, the increase in COVID-19 cases in
January had a “noticeable negative effect”.

“There is a sense of disappointment among
local business owners, particularly those in
the hospitality or tourism industries, as they
were geared up for a strong summer and hol-
iday season and unfortunately instead expe-
rienced significant disruptions which has
left some feeling fatigued,” Cr Whelan said.

“Many businesses had to close at least once
during January due to isolating or infected
staff and disruptions to the supply chain and
some businesses shortened their business

hours to manage.”

Staffing

Kimberley said North Pier closed for four
days in the second week of January because
staff had contracted Covid or were close con-

tacts.

“A lot of our front of house workers who
are daily working face to face with the public
over the peak of New Year contracted Covid ‘
or were forced to isolate at a time when they
are ordinarily excited about working lots of

hours and saving for university.

“As a business we needed that time to reas-
sess our staffing rosters, separate staff and
move staff from other departments so we

could continue to trade.”

San Remo Fisherman’s Co-op general
manager Paul Mannix said the summer vibe
was “great but crikey it was crazy busy”.

“It was a wonderful problem being so busy
but it was a challenge. We had just enough
staff at the beginning of the season, but then
staff needing to isolate really put us under

pressure,” Paul said.

“The team kept putting their hands up for
extra shifts and double shifts, working lunch ‘
and dinner on the same day. They were in-

spirational.”

At A Maze ‘N Things, Geoff said some staff
did contract Covid from activities outside
work, “but fortunately no one caught any- l

thing at work”.

“We were strict on staff maintaining dis-
tances from each other and providing facili-
ties where they could stay safe. Having no
seating in the cafe helped in this regard also.”

Angry?

Kimberley said staff continued to experi- |

ence agitated patrons when asking for vac-

cination ID or to wear a mask.

“Staff are often met with people express-
ing their “rights” or are made to feel bad, but
they are just doing what the law and govern-
ment requires,” she said, adding staff were
also required to ask for ID and don’t serve

alcohol to anyone under 18.

“Whether one agrees with it or not is not
a conversation or debate that needs to hap-
pen at our front door with staff trying their
best to comply with the ever-changing situ-

ations.”

Geoff said customers were “supportive and ) U

cooperative” following the mask and dis-

tancing guidelines, and they had “very few

instances of non-cooperation”.

“If people had to be reminded to pull up Authorised b
their masks they did so without any issues

in almost every case.”

vaccination by holding outreach vac-
cination clinics across the region.

Outreach clinics have been held at
Cowes, Grantville and the Bass Val-
ley Children’s Centre at Corinella in
recent weeks, providing walk-in op-
portunities for everyone, including
children aged 5-11.

The clinics were well supported
by locals who seized the opportu-
nity to have a vaccination closer
to home and in settings familiar to
their children.

“We understand people do not al-
ways have the resources to come to
our Community Vaccination Clinic
at Wonthaggi — even the time to do
so — and that’s why it’s important
that we take the vaccination service
to the community,” Ms Child said.

“It was pleasing to see many fami-
lies having their children aged 5-11
vaccinated at the outreach clinics
ahead of school returning and dur-
ing the first week of school.

“We urge families to have their
children vaccinated to give their
children the best chance of protec-
tion as students interact at school
and are at greater risk of catching
the virus.”

The Community Vaccination
Clinic at the Wonthaggi Town Hall
is open seven days week: 9am-4pm
every day apart from Wednesday,
when the clinic is open 10am-6pm,
with walk-in opportunities every
day.

Chantelle Poulton had her children
Chaze and Hope Poulton vaccinated

300 )0V

at the Bass Valley Children’s Centre
outreach clinic.

“I wanted to ensure the teachers
are protected and the kids are pro-
tected and to keep us all safe too be-
cause we have a baby at home. If the
kids get Covid, hopefully they won’t
get it as bad,” she said.

Sharyn Holmberg of Grantville re-
ceived her booster at the Bass Valley
Children’s Centre, which she runs.

“Ineed to be seen as a leader and I
need to lead by example to keep the
community safe,” she said.

Ms Child urged people who are
vaccinated to still wear masks in-
doors when they can’t be 1.5m away
from others, to gather outdoors,
avoid crowds and sanitise their
hands often.
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anning: our ruture

In this second last week of our planning series we look at planning from both an objector

and developers’ perspective, battles, failures and controversies.

VCAT hall of fame

The Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) is the state body that makes rulings on planning disputes, aiming to find common ground between objectors,

developers and the shire.

There are numerous examples over the past decade of VCAT battles, showing developers often but don’t always win, and ultimately — and critically - VCAT is guided

by our local policies.

CARAVAN PARK

For five consecutive years, a con-
troversial camping and caravan
park has been proposed at For-
rest Caves, with VCAT set to hand
down its findings any time early
this year.

Called Surf Park Phillip Island,
the plans propose 207 camp sites
- including 27 drive through cara-
van sites, 37 large camp sites and
114 tent sites — as well as a reception
building, two amenities blocks, and
caretakers residence.

Under the plans, the 8ha site
would have 18 car parks, as well as
parking for vehicles at each camp
site, with a left and right turn lane
land at the entrance to Phillip Is-
land Road.

The plans received 59 objections
and one submission in support, and
once again went to VCAT for a five-

RHYLLS 13 YEAR FIGHT

Rhyll locals fought a 13-year bat-
tle against a proposed development
at the old Swan Bay caravan park
on Lock Road.

Since 2007, five various plan-
ning applications were proposed,
including a restaurant, childcare
facilities, café and bar, gym and
swimming pool, conference cen-
tre, serviced apartments, and re-
tail shops, variously rejected by
the shire, appealed and rejected by
VCAT.

Objectors included the group Rhyll
RAID (Rhyll Residents Against In-
appropriate Development) who ar-
gued plans were too dense, too high,
out of character with Rhyll, and with
many submissions objecting to the

ROCK FESTIVAL

In 2019 VCAT shot down the Bass
Coast Shire Council and gave the
green light to the Pyramid Rock
festival organisers for a second,
annual music festival on Phillip
Island to be held in February or
March.

Council had voted to issue a per-
mit for a one-off music festival at
the Phillip Island racetrack but
would not issue an ongoing annual
permit until it had assessed the full
impacts of the first one.

Opposing an open ended and on-
going permit, the council argued at
VCAT the time had come to draw
the line at the number of large
events held on Phillip Island, until
a full review was completed.

day hearing in October last year.
Shire planning officers recom-
mended refusal of the plans be-

removal of trees.

cause they contravene state and
local planning policies.

snubbed councillors and gave a

But in 2020, the long-running green light to a $4.6 million pro-
battle came to an end when VCAT posal for 15 townhouses.
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OVERDEVELOPMENT #1

In 2011 councillors were unim-
pressed with a VCAT determina-
tion that allowed the development
of 10 dwellings at 232 Settlement
Road in Cowes.

Councillors refused to support
the application, on the basis that
it was an overdevelopment of the
site, and because of the continu-
ous mass of building extending
along the site.

The council decision was over-
turned by VCAT, which com-
mented that while a continuous
length of wall was not likely to
be appropriate in a conventional
residential area of the Cowes
township, the site was within the
Cowes commercial area activity
zone, and was a designated area
for a more intensive residential
development.

Councillors, while opposing the

OVERDEVELOPMENT #2

An apartment complex proposed
for the Cowes Esplanade that was
initially rejected by councillors for
being a “gross over-development”,
was given the go-ahead in 2018 af-
ter being challenged at VCAT.

The development for 19 The Es-
planade was initially for a 22-unit,
four-storey apartment building, but
following the VCAT decision was
reduced to 20 - although the devel-
opment is yet to go ahead.

VCAT handed down its decision
following an appeal by the devel-
oper.

REJECTED

In an unprecedented move, VCAT
last year refused a planning per-
mit for a proposed development on
Cowes’ renowned Lovers Walk be-
cause it would “loom large from the
foreshore”.

VCAT member Michael Deidun
ruled he would not give a permit
to the application in Charmandene
Court, which was to build one dou-
ble storey dwelling in the northern
section abutting Lovers Walk and a
single storey dwelling in the south.

The owners took the shire to
VCAT for a failure to decide on the
permit within the prescribed statu-
tory timeframe.

Councillors agreed with shire
planners that a planning permit
be refused because it failed to mi-
nimise coastline impact and was
at odds with neighbourhood char-
acter.

The owners of the property

level of density the decision would
allow, realised the structure plan
adopted by them the previous year

lodged revised plans, with council-
lors at the July meeting again vot-
ing to reject.

The permit received seven objec-
tions and during the VCAT hear-
ing objectors approved the revised
plans.

However, VCAT refused the per-
mit

was what had allowed the devel-
opment to happen.

A historic Norfolk pine tree,
which was more than a century
old, was cut down by the own-
ers in 2019 and Mr Deidun ques-
tioned the date and motive for
other vegetation removal, con-
cluding “it is arguable whether
the trees have been removed to
gain a development advantage”.
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What's our game plan?

A series of weekly columns
on planning issues by Island Voice

We’ve spent the last few weeks
talking about planning.

But a key - yet simple — question
is: when do you need a planning
permit? What is the process? And
how do you object to something
being built?

I'm not a planner, just an or-
dinary ratepayer, so I may miss
some of the fine points, but this is
my understanding of the general
process.

Firstly, many buildings do not
need a planning permit at all, just
a building permit to certify the
building complies with the rel-
evant building regulations.

These are often issued by pri-
vate contractors, not the council.

Many inspections during con-
struction are carried out by li-
censed inspectors who also work
for private companies.

This means council may have
little to do with a standard build
until the Certificate of Comple-
tion is issued, and hence council
can little oversight over the proj-
ECl

A planning permit — on the
other hand - is required only if
triggered by certain issues, such
as requiring vegetation removal,
a parking waiver, being over-
height, or a sub-division.

This means many buildings will
be erected without consideration

of local character, which Island
Voice considers to be a significant
problem if we want to protect
township character.

An application for a permit re-
quires filling out a form and lodg-
ing it, with payment, at council.

During the advertising phase
planning applications are view-
able on the council website.

After advertising, the applica-
tion will normally be processed
by council officers unless it is
called in by the councillors, the
project exceeds $3 million, or
there are five or more objections
lodged, when it will be decided at
a council meeting.

The process

But how do you learn about a
proposed development?

The notification process for
affected neighbours appears to
vary in different cases, which is
confusing.

In the past, notices had to be
posted on the property, letters
sent to affected neighbours, in-
formation placed in the press and
made available from council.

Now neighbours are supposed
to be informed by letter, although
we have heard of people not re-
ceiving them.

Regarding posting notices on
premises, I have been told of an
incident where locals saw it was
posted on a fence, photographed
to prove it had been posted and

then pulled down immediately.

If you were not there at the right
moment, then you would have
missed it.

To object to a planning applica-
tion then you can complete a form
(on the Bass Coast Shire website)
or email council detailing why the
application affects you adversely.

Objections will then be con-
sidered before an application is
approved, approved with condi-
tions, or rejected.

Planning officers will identify
the reasons that an application
has been refused, enabling a de-
veloper to modify their applica-
tion and try again.

Now this is where the wheels
can fall off and control of the proj-
ect leaves council’s hands.

VCAT

Let’s say that after considering
the objections, council rejected an
application.

The developer can appeal to the
Victorian Civil and Administra-
tive Tribunal (VCAT) where coun-
cil has to defend its decision.

The Tribunal may accept or
reject the appeal but will base
its decision upon documentation
provided and the law, not how the
community feels or whether the
planned building is the best solu-
tion for the location.

This means the planning
scheme is a very important docu-
ment and the language used in the

scheme is equally as important.

A clearly written and tailored
scheme should make it easier for
planners to make decisions but
will also affect how VCAT can
respond.

We believe it is much easier to
enforce guidelines that quantify
factors such as density or maxi-

mum height.
The Surf Coast Planning
Scheme, for instance, says

“achieving a density of 15 dwell-
ings per hectare”, whereas the
Bass Coast Shire Planning
Scheme states “encourage me-
dium density residential develop-
ment”.

And we would encourage coun-
cil to shape the planning scheme
using quantifiable factors. Nota-
bly, in the three cases that refer to
density per hectare two of them
refer to chickens and pigs. The
other case applies to the initial ap-
plication for a development.

As it is very expensive and time
consuming to defend cases at
VCAT, reducing the number of
cases that are appealed makes a
lot of sense and means that our
rates can be spent on things that
benefit the community.

I know where I'd rather see the
money go.

Our last article in this series
next week will be a summary
of some of the things we think
should be addressed in the up-
coming planning scheme review.

A reader who has followed our weekly planning series during January spotted this elevated “stack” of shipping containers on Phillip Island,
“seemingly being built up into a structure”.
“It hardly seems appropriate to me,” he said, explaining he then asked shire planners about the structure and was told the shipping containers
required no planning permit, but they did require a building permit.
“It seems the good intentions of the Phillip Island and San Remo Design Framework are just that and carry no weight,” the reader added.

“I'm a bit shocked that this kind of development can proceed with seemingly no neighbourhood or character oversight. It reinforces to me that
the planning scheme needs more definitive statements.”

Bass Coast Shire: how it rates

How does Bass Coast Shire’s
planning department compare to
other similar sized rural councils
around Victoria in 2020/21:

e Time taken to decide planning
applications = 110 days (com-
pared to 64 days for similar coun-
cils). “The increase in median
days from 99 days in 2019/20 to
110 days in 2020/21 is due to staff

vacancies, complexity of applica-
tions and the technical challeng-
es of working remotely during
COVID-19,” explains the shire.

“Planning applications decided
within required time frames =
53 per cent (compared to 73 per
cent for similar councils). “A de-
crease in the overall result from
66.87 per cent in 2019/20 to 53 per

cent in 2020/21 can be attributed
to staff vacancies, complexity of
applications, increased customer
enquiries and the technical chal-
lenges of working remotely dur-
ing COVID-19,” the shire says.

Cost of statutory planning ser-
vice per planning application
= $2270 (compared to $1872 for
similar councils).

e Council planning decisions up-
held at VCAT = 50 per cent (com-
pared to 50 per cent). “Of the
500 planning applications deter-
mined in 2020/21, there were two
VCAT decisions. One set aside
Council’s decision whilst the
other upheld Council’s decision.”
Source: knowyourcouncil.vic.
gov.au/
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Time has run out for capsule search

A disappointed Stan Gates given up his quest
to locate the time capsule buried outside the
Cowes Cultural Centre back in 1978.

In spite of his best efforts, time has run out.

Work began on the new building this week,
with contractors moving in and Stan locked
out.

The elusive time capsule contained items
of interest for future residents to discover 100
years hence, and a stone with plaque attached
was placed over it in the grounds outside the
building at the time.

Stan was a local councillor in 1978, who went
on to serve on the old Shire of Phillip Island for
19 years prior to council amalgamations.

Fast forward 43 years and the stone and
plaque have disappeared, with the council
buildings demolished.

Following the demolition, and finding the
capsule was not a consideration of the council
in its plans for the site, Stan was determined to
find and relocate it, so it could be opened by a
future generation of islanders in 2078, as origi-
nally planned by his council.

Over the last 12 months, the publicity that
surrounded his search brought forward sug-
gestions and support from the community; but
to avail.

He was joined in his search by Mat Bowtell
and Warren Maag, with metal detectors capa-
ble of detecting objects to a depth of one metre,
who offered their assistance.

A couple of expeditions on to the site failed to
find the capsule.

The council dumping about 10 tonnes of rub-
ble on to the exact area they had mapped out
for their continuing search did not help with the
project.

Stan thanked Matt and Warren for their sup-
port and help during the search.

“Matt and Warren gave up two of their Sun-
days using their specialised metal detectors to
methodically search for the time capsule, after
clues came forward from our community to its
whereabouts. I am very grateful to them.

“I would also like to thank the many people
who contacted me with their memories of the

Mat Bowtell (right) and Warren Maag (left) offered their assistance in Stan Gates’ quest to
find the time capsule buried in 1978 outside the Cowes Cultural Centre, using their high-pow-
ered metal detectors. Their efforts were somewhat hampered when council contractors at
one stage dumped 10 tonnes of rubble on the exact area they had mapped out for searching.

1978 ceremony and suggestions re the location.

“It is still there somewhere, with our history
in it,” he added.

“But it will now be built over, wherever it is.”

Stan, a former Phillip Island councillor, in-
cluding six years as shire president, has ex-
pressed his disappointment with Bass Coast
Shire Council, who ignored his quest and of-
fered not a jot of help.

He called the shire back in 2020 and enquired
about arrangements for relocation of the 1978
time capsule, when he became aware a new
building was to be erected over it on the site.

He was ignored and extremely disappointed
at the time no-one from council got back to him;
but set out on a mission to find it.

“Iwanted to see it was moved to a new site for
future generations to open, and that the intent
of that 1978 project was honoured. The capsule
contained many items of interest for future resi-
dents to discover.”

In response to media publicity in 2020 after
the old building came down, the shire indicated
to the Advertiser they would be happy to assist
with the search.

While awaiting a return phone call from

council that never came, Stan made extensive
enquiries to former councillors and Shire of
Phillip Island staff from the 1970s and 1980s
era, and examined old newspapers and photos,
but was unable to pinpoint its location.

Everyone from those days remembered the
capsule burial ceremony. Just not the precise
location.

When, why and by whom the plaque and
stone above it were removed remains a mystery.

Stan is scathing about the council’s lack of
interest.

“The council is interested in the future, but
have a complete disregard for our past, which
so many of us in the Phillip Island community
respect.

“When it comes to civic and historic records
important to the people here, the only conclu-
sion I can draw is that the current council ad-
ministration could not care less.

“All they needed to do was go back into the
Phillip Island Shire archives. The dates are
known. The answer lies there.

“We are in this position now because the
council in 2020 rushed to pull down a building
which was a valuable asset to this community,
well over 12 months before this needed to hap-
pen.

“One can only wonder at their motive.

“Their undue haste has deprived our commu-
nity of essential facilities.

“We are without a hall, kitchen facilities that
were well utilised, meeting rooms, and a coun-
cil service centre.

“This has had a terrible effect on our commu-
nity as far as annual exhibitions and events go.

“Lack of council services for an island which
contributes almost half of the entire shire rate
is a disgrace.”

Stan now declares defeat.

“Time has run out! It’s over and out for me
now. I tried and failed. The outcome may have
been different if I had been given any support
by council.

“The lack of interest in my quest by council
is what we as a whole have come to expect on
Phillip Island,” he concluded.

Key members of the Hospital In The Home - COVID Home Monitoring Program are, from
left, Nurse Unit Manager Liam Nancarrow and Registered Nurses Claire Plymin and Laura

Marshall.

Home care for Covid sufferers

Health services are assisting people with CO-
VID-19 to recover in their homes where possi-
ble, via the COVID-19 Positive Pathways South
Gippsland Coast Partnership.

Patients receive tailored treatment plans as
part of the Hospital In The Home — Covid Home
Monitoring Program. The service entails medi-
cal, nursing and allied health clinical services
— as required — delivered via telehealth using
remote monitoring technology.

For a small number of patients the clinical
staff may need to do a home visit.

This treatment approach ensures patients re-
main comfortable in their homes if their health
allows, while minimising the need to present to
hospital. Patients whose health does not allow
them to be treated at home will be conveyed by
ambulance to hospital.

Patients that live in Bass Coast can be re-
ferred to the Covid Home Monitoring Program
by the Gippsland Region Public Health Unit, by
a GP or by another hospital.

Bass Coast Health (BCH) is part of the South
Gippsland Coast Partnership which also in-
cludes Gippsland Southern Health Service,
South Gippsland Hospital and Kooweerup Re-
gional Health Service.

Bass Coast Health will head up the program

and enlist the other health services to provide
care as required.

BCH CEO Jan Child said during this Covid
surge the team is providing an essential service
in our community, caring for up to 40 patients
at home each week.

“We as a health service are doing all we can
to provide the best care possible to our commu-
nity during the Covid pandemic,” she said.

“The Covid Home Monitoring Program is
essential to this and the community can take
heart in knowing this program is in place.

“At the same time, we urge everyone in the
community to be vaccinated where they are
eligible as people who are vaccinated are at a
lesser risk of falling ill to Covid and if they do
contract Covid, they are likely to experience a
less severe degree of illness.

“It’s those people who are likely to be treated
as part of the Covid Home Monitoring Pro-
gram.”

The CEOs of Gippsland Southern Health Ser-
vice, Kooweerup Regional Health Service and
South Gippsland Hospital all agree that “it is
important to ensure our community receives
the safe care that they need as close to home
as possible. Care in your home can't get any
closer”.
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Training future doctors

Phillip Island’s Madison Rogerson was born
at Wonthaggi Hospital and studied at Wont-
haggi Secondary College.

So the student doctor felt right at home when
she was one of several student doctors to be-
gin working at Bass Coast Health (BCH) this
month.

“I wanted to come back and see what the hos-
pital was like, and will maybe look at setting
up an internship as I hope to do that in a rural
setting,” said Madison, a fifth year medical stu-
dent.

“I wish to use this opportunity to help inform
my decision about where I wish to spend my
career.

“I'm also interested in paediatrics and I know
there will be paediatrics in the new hospital.”

BCH is once again partnering with Monash
University to train tomorrow’s doctors.

The health service is currently hosting the
student doctors, exposing them to a variety of
hospital settings.

Dr Bruce Waxman (Clinical Dean) and Dr
Renee Kelsall (Chief Medical Officer) wel-
comed the students and were confident they
would entice them to work at BCH in the future.

“Workforce planning is a priority for our
health service and will be even more so when
Wonthaggi Hospital expands later this year,”
Dr Kelsall said.

“The placement program gives medical stu-
dents an experience of rural medicine and an
experience of living in a country community.

“We know that medical students who are
raised in the country are likely to practise in
the country, however we also need doctors who
have grown up in the city to also see the value
and appeal of rural medicine.”

Dr Kelsall said the advantage of working in
a rural setting was students received broad ex-
posure to a variety of medical settings, while
helping them to determine the area they would
like to specialise in going forward.”

The student doctors are from Monash Univer-
sity’s School of Rural Health at Churchill and
will undertake placements in the Emergency De-
partment, Aged Care, Acute Ward and Theatre.

BCH offers medical students six placements
of six weeks a year.

This year’s first placement is of fifth year
medical students: Vikram Amara, Alana John-
son, Weiann Tan and Madison.

Mandie Heffernan (centre) from Bass Coast Health’s Learning and Development Team
with medical students, from left, Alana Johnson, Vikram Amara, Weiann Tan and Madison

Rogerson.
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Minister officially opens new San Remo campus

Minister for Education James
Merlino last week officially opened
the San Remo campus, which will
cater for up to 500 students between
Years 7 and 9.

The new campus means fami-
lies who previously had to travel to
Wonthaggi from areas like Phillip
Island, San Remo, Coronet Bay, Co-
rinella and Grantville will now have

less travel time to attend school.

Mr Merlino said the campus was
delivering on an election promise.

“We heard from so many Bass
Coast families who were sick of
travelling so far to get their kids to
school - and we’ve delivered, with
a brand new campus of Bass Coast
College in San Remo for up to 500
local students.

“This new campus at San Remo
Secondary is proof that we’re keep-
ing pace with demand for great
schools right across the state.”

Member for Bass, Jordan Crug-
nale was also on hand for the offi-
cial opening.

“This new San Remo campus is
magnificent and will be a source of
huge pride for the Bass Coast school

and wider community,” Ms Crugnale
said.

“I am thrilled to see it open, ready
for students and staff to bring it to life
and create a nurturing learning envi-
ronment for our students to flourish
in.”

The start of the school year also
saw the former Wonthaggi Second-
ary College change to Bass Coast

College, with campuses across Bass
Coast.

The new San Remo campus fea-
tures a specialist science, technol-
ogy and design learning space, a
performing arts and physical edu-
cation building, dedicated adminis-
tration and library spaces, an oval
and several sports grounds, as well
as spectacular ocean views.

The cutting of the ribbon to officially open the Bass Coast College by the Minister for Education James Merlino with Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale, Wonthaggi Secondary College
Principal Darren Parker, Bass Coast College San Remo campus Principal Emma Harris and students.

Minister for Education James Merlino, Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale with Wonthaggi Secondary College
Principal Darren Parker, Year 9 students Lucy Aylett and Fynn Canobio and Bass Coast College San Remo

campus Principal Emma Harris.

Minister for Education James Merlino addressing the first ever students

at the new Campus.

Bass Coast College San Remo campus Principal Emma Harris with Year
9 students Lucy Aylett and Fynn Canobio.
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Piano lessons for novices to virtuosos

Is your child a musical beginner — at home
with a performance of chopsticks — or a mae-
stro able to belt out Mozart?

Either way, piano teacher Priscilla Alderton
can help.

Offering private lessons from her studio in
Woolamai - in the hills looking out over the is-
land, Bass Coast and the bay - Priscilla teaches
creative lessons in piano, harpsichord, theory,
improvisation, active listening and analysis.

As an AMEB (Australian Music Examina-
tions Board) examiner, she also teaches exam
and performance preparation for students from
beginners to professionals, young and old.

“My focus is on working with students’ own
learning style and musical interests to cultivate
a lifelong love of music and an expansive en-
gagement with its practice,” she said.

“I'work on all fronts: theory, technique, impro-
visation, reading, to understand the tools that
are used to build music so that learning or cre-
ating music is alert and cognitively fulfilling.”

She said she loves working with a student
to bring a program together “in a way that ex-
tends and inspires, delivering positive results
with a smile”.

“I enjoy when a student chooses to under-
take an exam, using that as a springboard to a
whole new commitment to music making and
performing,” she added.

She has taught privately for many years, as
well as in schools, most recently for over 13
years at PLC in Melbourne, where she worked
with their most advanced students.

Her students have ranged in age from five
to 80, in learning from beginners to teachers,
professional performers and masters of music
students.

Priscilla said she earned the bulk of her in-
come from professional performance on the
harpsichord for over 20 years.

“Having been on stage, I have an acute aware-

Virtual Tour

Discover our College

Newhaven College is an independent, ecumenical and co-educational school which was founded in
1980, and now caters for over 900 students from Prep through to Year 12.

Offering a diverse academic curriculum with a caring pastoral approach, our students enjoy
exceptional facilities and a diverse range of co-curricular opportunities including:
Surfing, Sport, Drama, Visual Art, Equestrian, Bands & Choirs.

Newhaven College is committed to ensuring that every student has the opportunity to maximise
their potential in their academic, social, sporting and cultural lives, to graduate with a clear and
optimistic sense of their future study and work possibilities.

Priscilla Alderton is an Australian Music
Examinations Board examiner, who most
recently worked for over 13 years at PLC in
Melbourne and whose professional perfor-
mance has been on the harpsichord for more
than 20 years.

ness of the delights, pitfalls and intricacies of
performance.”

She said she was equally at ease with young
beginners and high-flyers.

“My focus is always creating a space in which
the student can become and express more of who
they are, while extending their learning skills.”

Her qualifications include B Mus Hons (Per-
formance), LTCL, FTCL, and Grad Dip (Coun-
selling).

Enrolment Opportunites

available for 2022 & Beyond

Please contact our Registrar Belinda Manning
P: 5956 7505 E: belinda.manning@newhavencol.vic.edu.au
1770 Phillip Island Rd, Phillip Island www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au
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Cormac Flynn, Sam Scott, Flynn Dengerink, and Oliver Parson enjoying their first day in year 7.

College welcomes students back

Newhaven College teachers and staff wel-
comed new and current students back to the
classrooms last week, with a raft of Covid-safe
measures.

During the first four weeks of term 1, teach-
ers, staff, and students will conduct rapid an-
tigen tests twice per week (at home) to ensure
positive Covid cases are identified as quickly
as possible.

Masks will continue to be part of the uniform
for years 3-12 students and Hepa air filtra-
tion machines have been installed in essential
learning and workspaces.

Prep students settled into school life thanks
to the College’s successful prep transition pro-
gram, with prep parents treated to a morning
tea in the College’s open-air amphitheatre with
principal, Tony Corr and head of junior school,
Ralph Arceo.

A special forum day was held for the year 12
cohort, with specialised programs designed to
prepare students for their last year of school.

Ben Taylor from the “English Lab” presented
a study skills and time management workshop
and students enjoyed lunch with Mr Corr and
head of senior school Jason Scott.

Students finished the day with goal setting
activities that set them up for a successful year
from a study and well-being perspective.

While new year 7 students met teachers and
connected with new friends, year 5 students
spent their first day in middle school.

New teachers

Mr Corr welcomed those new to the College
including 18 new staff: counsellor Christina
Aitken, and music teachers Pamela Christie,
Diana Clark, Kerryn Lockhart and Jason Xan-
thoudakis.

Other new staff included: performing arts
administrator Karina Kennedy; senior school

LK02084AA ‘

teachers Peter Clerks, Nick Franich, Carly
Heislers, Emily Pirrotta and Rebecca Power;
junior school library teacher Meg Oudshoorn;
trade skills teacher Andrew Schmutter; teach-
er’s support Kellie Thompson; marketing and
communications manager Steph Thornborrow;
director of learning Karen Milkins-Hendry; di-
rector of operations Brett Torstonson; and ICT
Nathan Louwdijk.

2021 College graduates Hayden Smith and
Shontelle O’Connor will stay on at Newhaven
College as this year’s AFL Sportsready train-
ees.

Hayden will be working in the sport depart-
ment and Shontelle in performing arts.

Both trainees will undertake training pro-
vided by Sportsready and will graduate at the
end of the year with a nationally-recognised
qualification.

New builds

Newhaven College will further develop the
College’s facilities, with the summer break al-
lowing building and facility upgrades.

In addition to regular maintenance and up-
keep, construction has continued with the new
performing arts wing,.

Due for completion at the end of term 1, the
facility will feature a rehearsal hall, black box
120-seat theatre, music technology room, and
a range of individual and small-group music
teaching spaces. 160 solar panels will produce
50 per cent more energy than the building con-
sumes — making it beyond carbon neutral.

Enrolments are commencing for 2023, with
limited places still available in some 2022-year
levels.

Contact registrar Belinda Manning for de-
tails or to arrange a college tour (subject to
restrictions) - (03) 5956 7505 or visit www.ne-
whavencol.vic.edu.au

with highly qualified and experienced
local teacher in Woolamai

PRISCILLA ALDERTON

Please text: 0408 810 408 or email: pma3@bigpond.com
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Exciting times for Star of the Sea

It’s an exciting time for Our Lady Star of the
Sea.

Since its early days, opening with just 18 stu-
dents in portable classrooms, the new school
campus has expanded and the school now has
the capacity for up to 180 students.

The stage two extensions finished in the sec-
ond half of 2021 included four classrooms and
a library/discovery centre, as well as landscap-
ing, a purpose-built outdoor kitchen, and a roof
over the basketball courts.

A new synthetic oval includes goals for soccer
and football, as well as cricket pitch markings
and a three laned running track.

A new soft-fall surface has been installed in
the school amphitheatre, and a bird hide added
to the biodiversity area.

As part of the latest work, the school’s car-
park was also upgraded with extra parking
spaces, as well as providing a new walkway for
students to safely access the pedestrian cross-
ing on the Cowes-Rhyll Road.

The new classrooms and outdoor areas will
help the school cater for an influx of new fami-
lies moving to the area.

A great environment

The spacious and light filled school buildings
provide a warm and welcoming environment
for students.

There’s a strong focus on each student’s indi-
vidual strengths.

“We value each of our students,” said Princi-
pal Cathy Blackford, stressing the importance
of respect in the school’s culture.

“Our staff are compassionate, accepting and
not judgemental. I'm very proud of the inclusive
community in our school.”

The school offers a stand-alone prep class,
and composite classes for Years 1/2, 3/4 and 5/6.

There is also the capacity for students to work
outside their standard grade.

The school grounds provide another learning
space, with classes incorporating the vegetable
garden, orchard and biodiversity area.

“We are teaching the students to value the
environment, and that’s why science is a spe-
cialist subject for us, and the kids are outside
every day.

“The Pope has said we are to be stewards of

the earth and we’re teaching them to value our
unique environment,” Cathy explained.

Alongside the environmental focus, the
school provides the standard Victorian cur-
riculum, as well as science, art, music, drama
and digi-tech.

The school’s designated second language is
French and it takes a school-wide approach to
the subject.

“Instead of just doing one class a week, we
learn French together — all the students and
staff — for 15 minutes every day,” Cathy ex-

The expanded new facilities at Our Lady Star of the Sea can cater for up to 180 students.

Our Lady Star of the Sea

Catholic Primary School — Cowes

plained.

Most importantly, the school provides an ac-
cepting and tolerant environment, allowing
children to thrive and grow.

“Our school delivers the values of the Gospel
- compassion, understanding and to love one
another,” Cathy said.

“And it provides a vibrant and inclusive learn-
ing space for children, adapted to their needs
and abilities.”

Please ring the office and speak to Alison on
5951 1700 if you would like a tour.

The school grounds provide another learning
space, with classes incorporating the veg-
etable garden, orchard and biodiversity area.

6 Cowes-Rhyll Road, Cowes

info@olsscowes.catholic.edu.au

Courage, Compassion & Creativity

We believe in providing a welcoming, friendly and safe environment where everyone is respected
and treated fairly and justly. Taking pride in environmental sustainability, the surrounding wetlands and
“green areas” on the school site will engage students in authentic studies within a natural environment.

OPEN DAY IS EVERYDAY Please contact us for further information on 5951 1700

LK01363AA

www.olsscowes.catholic.edu.au
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Great start for Bass Coast College

A new name and a new San Remo
campus are just some of the excit-
ing developments for the former
Wonthaggi Secondary College.

After several years of planning,
the new College also kicks off with
an overhauled curriculum in Year
10, new STEAM (Science-Technol-
ogy-Engineering-Arts-Maths) sub-
jects in Years 7 and 8, Literacy and
Numeracy enrichment programs
in Year 8, and developmental skills
sessions in Years 10 and 11 to sup-
port the areas of study strategies,
‘careers and pathway’ planning,
and a holistic ‘respectful relation-
ship’ enhancement program.

All this alongside the established
traditional offerings long associ-
ated with the College.

College Principal, Darren Parker,
is extremely proud of the work that
the staff have contributed to set up
for the very special time in the his-
tory of the College.

“The staff have been amazing!
At a time when Covid challenged
our lives so much, our team has not
only survived, but they have also
thrived! Their focus on supporting
students through the remote learn-
ing experience, while still planning
for the unique opportunity that was
available to our young people in
2022 has been remarkable.”

In fact, it is easy to see the amount
of change the College has coped
with by considering how staffing
has changed from last year. With
an enrolment approaching 1600
across the College, there has been
approximately 35 new staff em-
ployed, while around 30 currently
employed teachers sought a change
of campus. An incredible amount
of change for the proud school that
in 2022 is also celebrating the 100th
year of government secondary edu-
cation in the Bass Coast area.

It would be understandable that
such an amount of change could
bring about nervousness, but the
College has started extremely well,
with positive learning communities
up and running at all four campuses.

“The campuses have all started
in an extremely positive manner,”
said Darren.

“San Remo has been a highlight
and the students and staff have been

A highlight of the new year for Bass Coast College was the new San
Remo Campus, which was officially opened last week.

fantastic in setting a positive culture
in our amazing new facilities.

“Our established Dudley cam-
pus has also had a great start with
the reduced numbers having an
immediate impact, and staff and
students there are also creating a
fantastic environment in those new
conditions,” he continued.

“The senior Wonthaggi Campus
has commenced particularly well
with students adapting impres-
sively to the new arrangements in
place. Our FLOW Campus, in the

old Webb’s Shed’ continues to grow
and we do look forward to coordi-
nating an additional building to
the site this year to provide further
facilities for the students undertak-
ing their individualised programs
there.”

Another highlight sees an em-
bedded mentoring program at the
junior campuses with Year 9 stu-
dents working alongside Year 8
and 7 students in groups to devel-
op leadership and role modelling
skills, and house-based competi-

Students lost no time testing out the new campus basketball courts
with the ocean glistening in the background.

tions and opportunities.

This is another great example of
how staff took the opportunity that
2022 provides to develop even fur-
ther the support and development
opportunities for students.

“We are now seeing the fantastic
outcomes that have been part of
our planning for some time,” Dar-
ren said.

“We look forward to a particu-
larly successful year. I encourage
parents and carers to reach out to
our Campus Principals if they need

any assistance (Dudley - Mike
Shone; San Remo - Emma Harris;
Wonthaggi - Ross Bramley and
Phil Hughes).

“Assistant  College Principal
(School Improvement), Leith Cum-
mins, and I are also available and
welcome the opportunity to work
our extended leadership team to
support you.”

A great start to the year!

Bass Coast College looks forward
to sharing even more successes
with its community.

Allstars (level 2-6) students prepa

It takes a Village!

red, served and cleaned up lunch on

the Phillip Island Village School’s first day (Thursday, January 27). Three
of these students; Riven, Olive and Isis, are pictured presenting lunch.

Students, including Ollie loved getting back into
the garden to bond with the school chickens, collect

eggs and feed them food scraps.

Students have launched back into working on their
independent projects and learning activities, with
mentors available to support them and discuss
ideas. Shiana offering some advice to Eli.
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Achieving success
IN A caring and creative
environment

DUDLEY CAMPUS SAN REMO CAMPUS WONTHAGGI CAMPUS FLOW CAMPUS
Years 7-9 Years 7-9 Years 10-12 Flexible Learning
Options Years 7-10

www.wonthaggisc.vic.edu.au
Wonthaggi: 5611 4000
Dudley: 5672 0900
San Remo: 5610 2020
College Principal
Mr Darren Parker
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2 BACK - ScHoOL ...

San Remo Primary Grade 3-4 students arriving for school: Lucy, Kaden, Leila and Indi-Lee. It was straight to work at San Remo Primary, as Jack in Grade 2-3 showed.

A sunny start to 2022 for San Remo Primary

Parents Julie, Troy and Logan were treated to a coffee at drop off on the first day back at

San Remo Primary welcomed 28 new preps for 2022. San Remo Primary School.

VV980Z0) ]

SAN REMO

PRIMARY SCHOOL

PICAL TERM 1 COURSE GUIDE OUT NOW!

Includes: Women Connect

- A Taste of Hospitality at Wild - Open for friendly connection
Food Farm — exceptional value! with other women, or work at

our free computer stations

- Discover Horticulture at Wild

Food Farm - Mondays and Wednesdays
10 am-1 pm.

- Marketing for Small Business

Tech Fixit Club in conjunction
with Women Connect

- Device and computer solutions, ) )
downloading vax certificates, Quality educational programs  gap Remo Primary offers:
myGov, Service Victoria, that engage and support » Comprehensive and engaging

' ‘ Medicare, Emails, updating our children to achifeve their curriculum prep to year 6
- First Aid booster shots. best. Students are given

many opportunities to grow
and learn academically and
socially in a safe and caring
environment.

Computers for beginners and
intermediate level

+ Know Your Smart Device

* Specialist subjects of Art, Japanese,
Music, Physical Education and Library

« Dedicated and caring teachers

e Nurturing OSHC, Before School
and After School program

- Most classes during weekdays,
some evening and weekend
courses available

- Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10am-2 pm

For more information or to book visit pical.org.au
or call reception 5952 1131

If you would like more information on our school please contact the principal:

Sarah Tyrrell on 5678 5354 or san.remo.ps@education.vic.gov.au
WWW.San-remo-ps.vic.gov.au
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2 BACK t-ScHoOL ...

Kody, Madison and Jacob are loving their new room with Mrs Huther and getting straight

into learning.

Cowes Primary settles
in for a fantastic year

It was a wonderful first week at Cowes Pri-
mary School for both students and staff.

The new Prep students have settled in well
thanks to the support and guidance provided
by their dedicated classroom teachers and
education support staff.

This year Ms Tori Cleeland has joined the
Prep team after spending the last two years
in Year 6.

Mrs Bec Burgan also returns after a period
of parental leave and Leticia Atkinson has
joined the Cowes Primary School team (Year
4) after relocating from Spotswood. Kate
Eastcott has also joined the Year 4 team after
working in leave replacement roles in 2021.

All classrooms spent the first week getting to
know each other, building relationships and go-
ing through expectations that will assist them
to maximise their success this coming year.

Principal Rod McKenzie said it has been
lovely to see students interacting with each
other and staff as they settled back into the
classroom.

Kate Eastcott has also joined the Year 4
team after working in leave replacement
roles in 2021.

Whitney celebrates her first day of Prep at
Cowes Primary.

The glorious weather has ensured students
are maximising their use of the school pool
and preparations are well underway for up-
coming carnivals.

Leticia Atkinson has joined the Cowes Pri-
mary School team (Year 4) after relocating
from Spotswood.

@@@5

New Horticulture
Program for the Bass Coast

A Horticulture Certificate III
program has been recently de-
veloped and is being offered at
the Bass Coast Adult Learning
Centre (BCAL) in Wonthaggi.
The Certificate III is the Hor-
ticulture Industry standard
qualification and is nationally
recognised.

This program is well suited
to school leavers interested
in exploring a career in hor-
ticulture, those looking for a
change in direction and people
who are developing a new busi-
ness and would like to hone
their horticultural expertise.

The Bass Coast Adult Learn-
ing (BCAL) is a local Adult
Education Provider which
prides itself on providing qual-
ity education and training in a
supportive and flexible learn-
ing environment. Class sizes
are small and all training is
provided both face to face and
online providing a balance of
flexibility and support.

A feature of this program
is the emphasis on learning
through practical and hands
on experiences, while present-
ing opportunities to develop
industry contacts. The field-
based training utilises training
venues throughout the Bass
Coast and provides partici-

Adbvertisi =

A Horticulture Certificate III program at the Bass Coast
Adult Learning Centre is a great introduction for those
interested in horticulture and provides face to face, online
and practical hands-on experience.

pants with ideal opportunities
to gain the skills and knowl-
edge they need to succeed in
the horticulture industry.

Local Horticulture Trainer
and assessor, Adrian James
has been delivering horticul-
ture training throughout the
Bass Coast for 10 years and is
excited about providing voca-
tional training and learning
opportunities that are local
and accessible.

“This program is great be-
cause it creates an opportunity
for local residents to access an
industry recognised accred-
ited training program locally,
something they would other-

wise have to travel significant
distances to for,” Adrian said.

The Certificate III Horticul-
ture program will be conduct-
ed from the Bass Coast Adult
Learning (239 White Road
Wonthaggi).

Training commences on
Monday, February 14 and runs
three days per week (Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday) from
9.30am - 3pm. Transport to
venues, support and flexible
learning arrangements are
provided.

For more information con-
tact the Bass Coast Adult
Learning: Bill Street on 5672
3115 or www.bcal.vic.edu.au.

PROVIDING A

SEAMLESS
EDUGATION
SPANNING

FROM BIRTH @[ﬂ

TO YEAR 6

AT COWES PRIMARY SCHOOL & EARLY LEARNING
CENTRE WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON:

Excellent academic results

Caring, dedicated and supportive staff
Full-time wellbeing staff member

Social skills and wellbeing curriculum
Modern technology including iPads, laptops

.‘

EARLY LEARNING
CENTRE

and interactive televisions
Full-time speech pathologist

Excellent modern facilities — including a
NEW competition sizes gymnasium’

Strong community links
Environmental initiatives

CERTIFICATE Il IN

HORTICULTURE
AHC30716

Enrol now to study locally in 2022

Swimming, tennis courts and vegetable
garden A range of specialist classes including
Music, Art, Japanese, PE., Library and STEM

Our state of the art Early Learning Centre offers a
dedicated Kindergarten program in purpose built rooms
in addition to long day care services for students ranging
in age from 6 weeks to 5 years

ucceed
career,

Duration: 2

PRINCIPAL: Rod McKenzie PHONE: 5952 2132 EARLY LEARNING CENTRE DIRECTOR:
EMAIL: cowes.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Karen Treppo PHONE: 03 5952 1747
EMAIL: office@pielc.com.au

www.bcal.vic.edu.au
fb.me/bcadultlearning

WEB: www.cowespsphillipis.vic.edu.au
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The Wonthaggi Technical School opened for the first time in February 1922.

On February 2, 1922, the doors to Wonthaggi
Technical School opened for the first time with
a staff of ten male and one female teachers. The
school started with 130 students.

The Principal, Mr. J. D. Connor, and Head-
master, Mr. W. M. Oakley, addressed the staff
and students at that opening day assembly. The
students would have assembled in the quad-
rangle with the staff overlooking them from
the balcony.

The original wooden building had an internal
verandah on three sides. The buildings along
Watt Street were dedicated to trade classes
with rooms for wood and metal classes. The
woodwork room would be the only specialist
room used for a single purpose for the 98-year
life of education at the McBride Avenue site.

A news report in The Argus newspaper in
July 1922 highlights the immediate success and
the strong community of the new Wonthaggi
Technical School.

“Opened this year, the Wonthaggi Technical
School has an attendance of 130 scholars dur-
ing the day, and at the evening classes instruc-
tion in all branches of technical work is given
to over 100 young workers from the State Coal
Mine and the town,” the article said.

“Twenty traders of Wonthaggi inspected the
school and expressed satisfaction with the work
being done by giving, through their president
(Mr. Wishart), £10 towards the library fund. For
the piano fund £45 was raised at a concert, and
a similar sum is in credit of the library fund.

“Working bees of scholars on Saturday morn-
ings have transformed the school grounds from
a tea tree scrub into a fairly good field where
on sports afternoon two football matches are
played concurrently to determine the premier-
ship of the four houses into which the school
has been divided.”

The students at the school had been divided
into four “houses” named Red, Blue, Green and
Yellow. Friday afternoon sport quickly became
a strong feature of the school.

There could be two games of football played
at the same time on the two ovals on the east
end of the school grounds.

Several years later woodwork students from
the school, with the help of apprentices and teach-
ers, built a pavilion to overlook the sport fields.

It had a bath sunk into the floor for the play-
ers to wash the mud off after the games on the
muddy fields.

The pavilion stayed on the school grounds
until a re-build sixty years later.

The opening in February 1922 followed al-
most a decade of effort by the Borough of Won-
thaggi councillors, mine administration and
other significant members of the new town,
lobbying state government officials.

As far back as 1918 the State Coal Mine, fed
up with the lack of action from the state gov-
ernment, set up a temporary secondary educa-
tional site.

Classes were conducted in the Llewelyn
building in the evenings and in the Mine work-

The Principal, Mr. J. D. Connor, and Headmaster, Mr. W. M. Oakley, addressed the staff and
students at that opening day assembly. The students would have assembled in the quad-
rangle with the staff overlooking them from the balcony.

One hundred years of secondary education in Wonthaggi

shops on weekends.

Mine staff gave their time free of charge for a
three-month trial which aimed to show the in-
terest and need for a school.

“The classes comprised: Electrical engineer-
ing, and wiring, Carpentering (sic) and Joining.
Fitting and Turning, Mining engineering, Math-
ematics, Bookkeeping, Typing and Shorthand.”

Classes continued in 1919 but with some dis-
ruption as the Spanish Flu epidemic hit Won-
thaggi. Students were charged fees of 15/- per
quarter to help pay for their instruction.

The state government started moving in early
1920 with the new school site selected and set
aside. There were plans to use returned soldiers to
construct the building under the instruction of Mr.
Charlie Notley, the head carpenter in the mine.

Progress was too slow though, so tenders
were put out later in the year.

Soutar and Sons, a firm from Malvern, won
the contract with their success announced in
September 1920.

The cost of their contract was £5233 to con-
struct the school.

Construction took place in 1921 with the
school staff appointed later in the year.

The battle was won.

The youth of Wonthaggi and district now had
the prospect of gaining an education and the work
choices that would go with their education.

Students have now been travelling to Wont-
haggi, from as far as Phillip Island for their edu-
cation for 100 years.

A budget for the school from 1919.

Jeff Sharp (Marketing and Communications Manager), Roland Pick (Interpretations and
Projects Officer,) Michaela Salvato (Board Member), Kevin Love (Board Chair), Catherine
Basterfield (CEO), Peta Wittig (General Manager, Tourism Operations), Delyce Colin
(Commercial Manager), Nicole Hill (Acting PR and Communications Manager) and Gretel
Templeton (Visitor Experience Supervisor) at last week’s awards ceremony.

Nature Parks wins top gong

Phillip Island Nature Parks’ campaigns to
bring joy to local and global audiences dur-
ing the pandemic have been recognised at last
week’s Victorian Tourism Awards.

Nature Parks won the award for Tourism In-
novation and Resilience in Regional Victoria for
the world-first Live Penguin TV, which started
during the early Covid-19 lockdowns.

The live streaming of the Penguin Parade
commentated by rangers was watched by more
than 25 million people across 85 countries.

Nature Parks also created bi-lingual streams
for Japanese and German audiences and a
special Live Penguin TV for fans in the United
Kingdom during their lockdown.

Nature Parks scored a global coup when BBC
sports commentator Andrew Cotter created a

video of his commentary of the Penguin Parade,
which has had more than 45 million views.

Nature Parks’ CEO Catherine Basterfield
said she was proud her team was recognised
for helping put smiles on the faces of audiences
around the world during the pandemic lock-
downs.

“When Covid-19 forced us to close our doors
to tourists we had to think creatively about how
we could continue to bring our Little Penguins
to the public every night,” Ms Basterfield said.

“Not only did we successfully achieve that
goal, but we found new audiences around the
world who fell in love with our Little Penguins.

“We look forward to seeing our new fans in
person on Phillip Island when the borders fully
open.”
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Wildlife Coast Cruises’ John Dickie loading the EcoBoat on to a truck bound for Western
Australia last year. The departure marked the end of about seven years of operation for the

tourism venture.

EcoBoat has left our shores

Phillip Island has officially farewelled the
EcoBoat.

Starting in 2014, the EcoBoat venture was
the result of a $1.2 million state government
grant awarded to the Phillip Island Nature
Parks, who appointed Wildlife Coastal Cruis-
es as the operator.

In 2020 Nature Parks confirmed the high-
speed boat, called Sea Sprinter, was not oper-
ating, with the 14-metre long vessel then run-
ning private charters for just under two years
before it was sold late last year.

Wildlife Coast Cruises’ Ben Dickie said the
boat had been shipped off to Shark Bay in
Western Australia where it was now running

whale watching tours.

“The EcoBoat finishing up was due to our
contract with the Nature Parks coming to a
conclusion, and as we still have our larger
vessels operating daily we didn’t require the
EcoBoat,” Ben confirmed.

He said the Phillip Island Seal Cruise was
still sold and presented through both the Na-
ture Parks website and Wildlife Coast Cruis-
es website, with the cruise onboard either the
Kasey Lee or Brianna Lee.

Ben said they were preparing to take on
another boat in their fleet, but said he could
not reveal details other than to say it would
be another catamaran.



acing honour for Cefn Price

Retired Ventnor horse trainer Cefn Price was honoured with a life membership
of the Woolamai and District Racing Club following the running of the 2022 Woolamai Cup on Saturday.

Ninety-year-old Cefn was a leading horse trainer in South Gippsland in a career which spanned the decades, from the end of the war in 1945, at the age of 14
until his retirement in 2004. He began as a strapper for Keaston Sambell, who built Trenavin Park, riding to work for him at his stables, which were located on the
site where the new penguin parade building now stands, and was racing his own horses by the fifties. He holds the record to this day for training the most winners
at the Woolamai racecourse, roughly about 450, and has taken out 30 trainers premierships at Woolamai over his years of racing there.

Cefn was one of five valued and long-standing members presented with a life membership of the Club on Saturday, following the running
of the Woolamai Cup, by Garry Buckley, Manager of Picnic Racing, Country Racing Victoria.
Cefn is no stranger when it comes to being presented with life memberships during a lifetime spent in the Phillip Island community.
He was a life member of the Phillip Island Racing Club, as was his father; a life governor of Warley Hospital; and is a Life Member of the Phillip Island Pony Club.
This week, The Advertiser presents excerpts from an interview with Cefn conducted in 2018, to commemorate the island’s 150th birthday.
A horse trainer and farmer, the work involved in training a winning horse, and the joys of racing at Woolamai
which has always been a big part of the Price family, are recounted.

When I was a kid all I ever want-
ed to do was be a jockey. Dad was
an amateur jockey who rode main-
ly for Gren Harris of Ventnor.

I was born into horses.

I attended the first race meeting at
Woolamai in 1945. Back then they
had two meetings at Woolamai.

In 1946 they formed a club at
Wonthaggi and one at Phillip Is-
land, and they each had a meeting,
so four meetings a year were held
there in all.

Itrained my first winner at Wool-
amai in 1957 with a horse called
London Boy, bought by my father
and I for 15 pounds. He beat a field
of 14 from the old six-furlong bar-
rier.

In the mid-1970s, Rising Flame
won several races at Woolamai,
and still holds the 1600 metre re-
cord.

Other winners I had included Fast
Seal who won 15 races, including
a triple dead heat at Stony Creek.
There has only been three triple
dead heats in Australia, and none
since that photo finish came in.

In the 1980s I had many horses
win at Woolamai, and also win at
the professionals elsewhere.

Island Beau was my best Woola-
mai horse, winning 10 races there.

My best horse for distance was
Island Pride. He won from 1000
metres to 2400 metres. He was so
quiet I could put a couple of kids on
his back and lead him around. But
his half-brother, Island Beau, was
not so good natured.

1986 was my best year, winning
38 races for the season. From the
1990s to 2004 I had many winners.

Cefn Price trained racehorses from the 1950s right up to the age of 73.

Cefn holds the record for training the most winners at the Woolamai racecourse.

In Cefn's own words

Racing horses on Phillip Island

I was the leading trainer in
Gippsland in 1986, the leading
trainer at Bairnsdale for 1995-96,
and the leading Victorian Picnic
Trainer in the 1990s.

During 2000 to 2003, my final
year’s training, I won the horse of
the year at Woolamai on each oc-
casion.

The high points of my career
included winning the Woolamai
Trainers trophy 30 times, winning
about 200 races at Woolamai and
winning about 450 races overall.

Training

Phillip Island was a wonderful
place to train racehorses. We've
got the beaches and undulating
country. Horses don’t mind a bit
of wind - it blows the flies away.
What they hate is muggy weather.

A typical training day for us
would be to start about 5am,
which was still dark in the winter
and we’d have the lights on in the
stables.

Horse training is such a labour-
intensive job that you have to start
early to get through the work.
Also, the flies aren’t as bad early
in the morning.

At the most I had a dozen horses
and they all had to be worked. I
had a 1000 metre sand track and
a grass track on the place and the
horses would be trotted, cantered
and galloped or whatever they
needed.

I also trucked them down to
Ventnor Beach and we rode them
on the sand, sometimes as far as
Trenavin Park at Woolshed Bight,
which is about 4km.

On the way back we’d walk them
in the water from Grossard Point
back to Ventnor Beach because the
sea water is great for any heat or
other problems in the legs.

Keaston Sambell had racehorse
stables at Summerlands in the
1940s and used to gallop them on
the Penguin Parade beach. He had
four stables on the left of where you
go into the Penguin Parade now. I
used to work my horses there in
the winter in the 1970s.

I also used to take horses to
Woolamai racetrack to train them,
and I think that is why I had so
much success there.

When we got them back they’d
have a roll in the sand, then we’d
hose them down, feed them in the
stables, rug them and put them out
for the day in their paddocks.

I had two to a paddock and they
got on well. They were stabled
again at 5pm.

The last feed would be at 8pm
when we would do a last muck out
of their stalls for the night.

I also kept their paddocks clean,
so it was about a 16-hour day, with
a bit of a break in the middle.

Christmas Day was the busi-
est for us because the staff would
have the day off, so we had to do
it all ourselves. I'd have Christmas
lunch with the family and a bit of
a nap for an hour or so, then back
into it.

Race day

On race days we’d drive up to five
hours to whatever track we were
racing at that day. You had to have
the horses there 90 minutes before

the race.

When you get your horses to the
course you have to give them a
good walk to loosen them up. Af-
ter the race you have to get them to
have a good drink or else they be-
come dehydrated. You hose them
down, then walk them to cool them
off.

I usually took two or three hors-
es, but have taken up to seven.

I've gone as far as St Arnaud and
Wodonga to the races. We usually
got home about 10pm if we’d had a
long trip.

Maurie Duffy was with me the
whole of my career and he would
drive to the races while I had a
sleep, then help with the horses,
then I'd drive home.

Maurie was my offsider through
all of this. He was a character and
had quite a few funny sayings.

He’d say: “you can’t help bad
luck” and “you can’t educate idi-
ots”. He also said “an expert is a
drip under pressure”.

I only ever had at most 12 horses
in work. I always worked the hors-
es six or seven days a week.

It was easier to get a good jockey
for a race than it was getting good
track riders for training, so we
were lucky and we were grateful
for our staff. They didn’t work for
us, they worked with us.

A special gift
Phyl (Cefn’s wife) was never a
horse person — she never rode in
her life — but she knew how to run
a stable and keep the staff happy.
Phyl had a share in most of the
horses I trained.
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She was the stable foreman. She
always kept the young ones in or-
der and shared a joke with them.

She also did her share of mucking
out the stables. We also had staff
stay with us, so she had to cook for
them too. I could never have done
what I did without Phyl’s help. She
kept everyone happy and of course
that’s good for business.

Racehorse training has been
special for me because I've had
lots of high points and met lots of
people with the same interests. I've
made life-long friends really.

And on the track everyone is
equal. It doesn’t matter how much
you pay for the horse, it’s how it all
goes on the day.

The thing I enjoyed most was
all the good people that I trained
for and the good people that I met
through racing.

Many are life-long friends. Mau-
rie Duffy was with me all the years
I trained. Caroline Ferguson and
Deidre and David Opitz worked
with us for 12 years and they were
all part of the family.

I think everyone has a special
gift, and mine has been with the
horses and livestock.

Ilove working with animals, and
I've been very lucky to have had
such success.

I couldn’t have done what I did
without Phyl and my family, and
my loyal employees.

And for those yet to experience a
race day at Woolamai: Woolamai
Races are a great day out for the
family, with the shady old trees,
and the spectators are so close to
the action.



WONTHAGGI

UNION COMMUNITY
ARTS CENTRE

What’s On This Week?
Wed 9 Feb

10.00am
12.45pm
4.00pm
6:45pm

COMING SOON

Wednesdays
Feb 2 - Apr 6

MUSIC
Nicki sings
Carole King

THEATRE
Mother & Son
Fri 18 Mar

7.30pm

Licorice Pizza [M] 2h13m

House of Gucci [MA15+] 2h48m

The King's Man [MA15+] 2h1im OCAP
West Side Story [M] 2h36m

Sun 20 Feb

Bass Coast Fine Film Group
10.45am

1.00pm

Undine

[M] Th30m [German]

House of Gucci [MAT15+]
The King's Man [MAT5+]
King Richard [M]
Spencer [M]

Best Sellers [M]
Belfast [M]
Death on the Nile [M]
C'mon C'mon [M]
Cyrano [M]

THEATRE
WTG Chookas!
Sat 12 Feb 7.30pm
Sun 13 Feb 2.00pm

Fri 11 Mar
7.30pm

MUSIC
Prom Recitals
The Salon
Project
Sun 13 Mar
2.30pm

Events, entertainment and community news

/i

Melbourne chamber music
finally comes to Cowes

Join Melbourne chamber music
group Julie Houghton and Friends
for an afternoon of popular vocal
classics, music theatre, Gilbert and
Sullivan, piano duets and more.

The event, called Beyond the
Sea, will be on Sunday, Febru-
ary 13 at 3pm at St John’s Uniting
Church, Chapel Street Cowes.

Julie said due to Covid, this was
their third attempt in 16 months to
stage the concert on Phillip Island.

“I have been spending time on
the island for decades and am
thrilled to be bringing my singers
and pianist here,” Julie said.

“If you enjoy leaving a concert
humming the tunes, this is the
show for you. There will be high-
lights from well-known operas,
classical music theatre, parlour
songs and some piano mastery for
two and four hands.”

Julie said performers in the con-
cert would include accompanist
and solo artist David McNicol, a
sought-after classical accompanist
who studied in London with emi-
nent pianist Geoffrey Parsons.

Soprano Suzanne Shakespeare
enjoyed a stellar career on the op-
era stages of Britain, with many
concert appearances at the Albert
Hall.

“Since retiring to Australia a few
years ago with her young family,

Julie Houghton, “the driving force” behind cham-
ber music group Julie Houghton and Friends, who

will perform in Cowes on February 13.

she is in demand for opera, orato-
rio and concert work.”

Baritone Christian Smith is Mel-
bourne-born but sang profession-
ally in England on the cathedral
and oratorio circuit.

“He was a lay clerk (professional
chorister) at Croydon Minster, ap-
peared as soloist on BBC Radio
Three and made his debut as Mes-

siah bass soloist with the London
Mozart players.

“He was the runner-up of the
Royal Melbourne Philharmonic in
2018 and has now returned to Mel-
bourne as a freelance singer, and
maths teacher at Melbourne Girls’
Grammar.”

Julie said she was a professional
voice actor and compere, and “the

Solo artist David McNicol is a sought-after classi-
cal accompanist who studied in London.

driving force” behind chamber
music group Julie Houghton and
Friends.

The concert will be followed by
afternoon tea.

Tickets for double vaccinated
concertgoers only are $25 or $20
concession and can be bought
at the door or booked by ringing
Gayle 0429 821 671.

Offshore Theatre at Rhyll

The Offshore Theatre is present-
ing a dramatised reading of the
iconic Australian Play ‘The One
Day of the Year’ by Alan Seymour
from February 17 to 26 at the Rhyll
Hall.

The cast and crew of Offshore
Theatre’s latest offering are count-
ing down to the days.

This play was controversial and
offended audiences when it was
first staged in the late 1950s be-
cause it vehemently questioned
the pub crawl style in which Anzac
Day was being celebrated.

A closer look (and listen) reveals
that Seymour’s play is so much
more.

It portrays an Australia in the
aftermath of WW1, WW2 and the
Korean War.

Huge social change is about to
explode.

Migration, feminism, anti-war
attitudes, social mobility through

free education, rock and roll
and the sexual revolution are
just starting to change the
country and particularly the
younger generation.

Central to the play is the
clash of opinions between the
father, Alf Cook (played by
Rod Shell) and his son Hughie
(Steven Boon) regarding An-
zac Day celebrations referred
to by Hughie as one great big
booze up.

Gay Findlay (Director) says
the cast bring the characters to
life with intense emotion and
commitment.

The play is about ideas but
the characters make it.

It is both confronting and
heart-warming.

Audiences will connect with
Hughie’s inner conflict and Alf’s
struggles to be ‘someone’.

Dot Cook played by Melissa

Elenor DiPaolo as Jan and Steven
Boon as Hughie in rehearsal for Off-
shore theatres upcoming production
of The One Day of the Year.

McMillan is the devoted and loyal
wife and mother.

Wacka (Ash Reed) is a returned
WWI1 and WW2 veteran who
although very easy going is full

of surprises.

Jan Castle, Hughie’s uni girl-
friend from North Shore Syd-
ney, is a young woman strug-
gling to find where she fits in a
changing Australia.

The story shows where we
have come from and ultimately
celebrates freedom.

Tickets are limited and selling
fast so make sure you don’t miss
out on this fabulous production
and secure yours today.

Performances are Thursday
to Saturday from February 17
until February 26.

Tickets are available online
on TryBooking.com or over the
counter at Alex Scott Real Es-
tate in Cowes.

Audiences are invited to pack

a hamper of their favourite food
and drinks and enjoy a wonder-
ful night of entertainment. Doors
open at 7pm for 7.30pm start.

JULIE HOUGHTON AND FRIENDS PRESENTS

MUSIC

Lior - Solo
Sat 26 Mar
8.00pm

[—
— S

Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995

find us on Facebook
www.wonthaggiartscentre.com.au
phone: 03 56712470

BEYOND THE SEA

A concert of vocal and musical delights!
2 pm on Sunday February 13
at St John's Uniting Church,
Chapel Street, Cowes.

A delightful afternoon is assured, and the

concert is followed by a delicious high tea.

Tickets are $25 and $20 concession
and are available at the door of
St John's Uniting Church or by ringing
Gayle Baker on 0429 821 671.

LK02091AA
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Two members of the auxiliary with the winning painting: ~Winner of raffle Philip Dingley.
Grant Wadeson and Adrienne Ware.

Concert patrons will need to be double vaccinated.

Auxiliary raises over S5000 for maternity services

Phillip Island Health Hub
Auxiliary raised more than
$5000 from their recent raf-
fle.

A painting donated by local
artist David Taylor of Iluka
Gallery was won by island
resident, Philip Dingley.

Auxiliary secretary Gill
Scrase thanked all those vol-
unteers who sold tickets and
all who supported the fund-
raiser by buying tickets.

“The monies raised will
contribute to supporting the
upgrading of maternity ser-

vices provided to our local
community,” Gill said.

She said their next venture
was the race day at Woolamai
Racecourse on March 6.

“Come along and bring
your friends for a great coun-
try day out.”



Smart Parking a step closer

Bass Coast Shire Council has
awarded the tender to install 730 sen-
sors to parking management com-
pany APARC.

The Smart Parking system is ex-
pected to be operational before Easter.

Council said the new system will pro-
vide a better way to manage free park-
ing in Cowes and Wonthaggi, saying
Smart Parking decreases the time it
takes drivers to find an available park-
ing spot, improves traffic flow and
gives better access to businesses.

It will also decrease congestion in
the two busy precincts.

This week, Council staff will be ran-
domly surveying drivers in Cowes to
capture the current state of parking,

7Y sevice cenve |

Phillip Island Tyre Service

101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

asking how difficult it was to find a
car park and the time it took.

This data will be compared against
responses from a survey carried out
after the system has been installed.

Bass Coast Shire Mayor, Cr Mi-
chael Whelan is looking forward to
the improvements Smart Parking
will bring to Bass Coast.

“After seeing how Smart Parking
has worked in other towns and cities,
I'm excited about the benefits it will
bring to Bass Coast,” Cr Whelan said.

“There’s no doubt that this technol-
ogy will reduce the amount of cir-
cling that drivers do while looking for
a car park. This will ease congestion,
especially in our busy tourist areas at

Alicia Miran-Khan 040

peak season.

“We know that customers are in-
fluenced by every single experience
they have with an area, so even some-
thing as simple as finding a carpark
more easily may improve their over-
all impression of their visit.

“As well as new street signage, a
mobile Smart Parking App will help
drivers find available parking spots
in real-time,” Cr Whelan concluded.

The contractor will begin install-
ing small sensors in parking bays
in March, with minimal disruption
to drivers and businesses. For fur-
ther information on this project, visit
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/smart-
parking.

R

056 526

@phillipislandinteriors

Interior Design
& Decoration
Homewares & Gift

LKO0415AA

Shop 6, 34 Thompson Ave Cowes
btdesign.com.au

EENSIURE

ElINANICE:

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
B Bendigo Bank Cowes (03) 5952 3383

Your local bank for locals

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling
& Entertainment

Centre

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
59592 3977

Grantville (03) 5678 8773

69A Chapel Street Cowes

For appointmentsTel 5952 1770

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

LKOO393AA

EO0IDN & DIRAINIKS

Burgers & Beers

Open 4pm-7.30pm
Closed tuesdays

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai

LOCAL
SEAFOOD
SALES

ORDERS

THE

CAFE—/

5956 6552

FRESH TAKE AWAY

OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm 5678 5206 FISH & CHIPS

waterboy

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765  { ]}

OPEN 7 DAYS

5956 9238 14 Beach Road, Rhyll

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

www.phillipislandfn.com.au 5952 3922

Selling more properties

on Phillip Island than
any other agency

59522799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

For appointments Tel 5952 1770

waterboy

Great coffee. Great food.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765 [3(0)

Bass Coast Shire Council has awarded the tender to install 730 sensors
to parking management company APARC. The Smart Parking system is
expected to be operational before Easter and is designed to better man-
age free parking in Cowes, says council.

69A Chapel Street Cowes

LKO0806AA

THE

—CAFE——

Support the businesses at the C) of our community
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AIR CONDITIONING

AIR CONDITIONING
CLAIM UP TO

ASH BACK!
=

NMENT REBATE

THORISED GOVER

Your split system
& ducted experts!

Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi

0400 001 465

*Government rebate T&C'’s apply

AIR CONDITIONING

PDAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

@y

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU51426

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller

PIC. 43216
1109866 REC26099

BLINDS/AWNINGS

BLINDS & CARPET

A: 1565 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
T: 5952 1488

BUILDER

CARPET CLEANING

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING

= Carpet « Rugs = Deck = Floor Tiles
= STEAM CLEANING
« Truck mount machine

Glen: 0405 415 133

Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

CHIMNEY/FLUE CLEANING

CONCRETER
TIIVI NNEVWIVIANI

LKOO045AA

CONCRETING
e Exposed aggregate ¢ House slabs
¢ Driveways ® Footpaths e Sheds & garages
e All concreting needs

Tel/Fax 5956 8791
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@uwaterfront.net.au

o4q19 312 805

DECKS & VERANDAHS

EXTENSION & RENOVATION
SPECIALIST
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS
AND DECKS
OVER 35 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE
ISLAND
PDESIIGN & BUILD
0417 503 003
ROB NORTON
INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

CARAVAN REPAIRS

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES

CARAVAN REPAIRS

Glen Marshall
0405415133

o ALL MAKES AND MODELS
e CUT AND POLISHING
o SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

CAR REMOVAL

JO00589AA

e CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
* NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

0415 106 443

richandi@hotmail.com

Richie Laing
Since 1987

CLEANING

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

ISLAND
DECKS

YV6S000X1

John Johnston 0414 714 179

EARTHMOVING

www.eighthelement.com.au

* Airbnb &accommodation
e}

cleanin
* Linen service
« Commercial cleaning
* Vacatecleans

Sharon Elliott

0421665227

email: info@eighthelement.com.au

JD00029AA

NEAL McRAE

EXCAVATIONS

® 10m? tippers @ Bobcat
@ 4 ton excavators @ Post hole borers
@ Driveways ® Rubbish removed
@ Quarry materials supplies ® Blocks cleared
611 Ventnor Road, Cowes

0418 383 881 - 5956 8615
Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

JO00013AA

CONCRETER

MARRK ATLEY
CONCRETING s 055

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

LKO0029AA

CONCRETER

Hwings ||||’

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Mobile Showroom

LKO0027AA

ADVERTISING

BASS HWY CAR
REMOVAL

UNWANTED CARS
& SCRAP METAL REMOVED

FREE
7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL SHANE

0407 599 616
OR 5678 2002

JDO0562AA

CARPET CLEANING

I SLAN D EST1981
CARPET CLEANING

* Extreme heat extraction — Rapid Dry

» Commercial - domestic — upholstery
* Rental bond specialists * Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING

0415106 443 5956 6888

richandi@hotmail.com
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CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

Exposed Aggregate

Slabs & Foundations

Driveways & Paths

Commercial Concreting
Excavation

Landscaping

Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CALL FOR A FREE QUOQOTE!
Adam 0423 647 805 Nancy 0402 930 876

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS

 Exposed aggdregate paving
* Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
* House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

JO00419AA

LKOOO38AA

CONCRETER

EARTHMOVING

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Rubbish removal

0418 418 615

Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Qaqk- Skip Hire
+ Earth works

ELECTRICIAN

JACKSON ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING
« Free quotes

« Reliable & fully insured
« Split system installers
« All types of electrical services
I:I « Hot water systems
« Ovens and cooktops
CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667

« Air conditioning sales and service
« TV Antenna & data
CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834

i

JO00682AA

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE

>>> Service & Repairs <<<

« Short & Long term
hire available with
mechanic onsite
for service & repairs

WeW Wave
ConcreTm®

Luke Hinrichs - Specialising in
Driveways, Patios, Pool Surrounds
Pattern, Plain and Exposed Aggregates

0402 454 742

LKOO034AA

20 The Concourse « Cowes
0417 820 565
GAS SUPPLIERS
& GAS SUPPLIES [,
Agency for ELGAS
For all household gas supplies
Bruce Wright

www.islandequipmenthire.com.au
Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LKOOD40AA




GLASS

PAINTER

RESTUMPING

TREE SERVICES

BETTSY'S

GLASS
T LT

Glazing the Island and district
LEWIS BETTS A.B.N.37 053 127 216

+ Residential locksmithing & key cutting * Flyscreens
+ Shower screens ¢« Re-glazing « Security doors | Glass balustrading
PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes
sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LKOO012AA

FREE QUOTE
¢ Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

* Deck Finishing
* Maintenance
¢ Quality Workmanship

* Interior & Exterior painting « Crack Bridging

¢ Paint & stain finishes Membrane paint

0426 663 777 | info@bestwaypainting.com.au
www.bestwaypainting.com.au

KEANE & SON

House Restumping & Levelling

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995

LK00290AA

SL Tree Care ’

NO JOB TOO SMALL
® Qualified e Storm Damage
e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing
e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

LKO0042AA

GLASS

PEST CONTROL

Philip Island

GLASS

wrenauaity corts WAV OQIRIKS

B Reglazing @ Showers B Mirrors

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE
* x Kx Kk x

COMPETITIVE PRICES
Mobile: 0419 543 637

g

ROOFING

SOUTHERN,

IMETALYROOEING]

Metal Roofing Specialists

* Domestic & Commercial * Repairs

B Splashbacks B Balustrading i Treatment - Termites « Rodents * Fleas * Bees * New Installation & Renewals * Maintenance
- 8 of all  * Cockroaches * Spiders *Wasps * Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes

Da[‘r‘en Ander‘son 2 pests ° Soil treatments * Red 'Stop Barriers Installed( + Mluminium Gutter Guard * Metal Wall Cladding .

Factory 1/110 Dunamors Rd, Cowaa 23 years experience M: 0431 044 485  E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au 3

59525570 0419 525588 ALLWORK GUARANTEED g Lic No 40950 g

GUTTER CLEANING PLASTERING STEEL
GUTTER-VAC uu
Clean. Safe...Easy
y tter clear WONTHAGGIplaster
A & Construction Supplies
acuum gutter cleaning, . WELDING &
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning, T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786 FABRICATION

ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
wonthaggiplaster.com.au

MILD STEEL, STAINLESS STEEL,
ALUMINIUM AND METAL FABRICATION

C&K WELDING & FABRICATION.

TREE SERVICES

SILVERBACK

SERVICES

Specialising in tree
Pruning & Removal

Competetive rates Firewood

Total tree removal  Storm cleanup

Mulch sales Lot clearing
Hedging Hazardous limbs
Pruning

Call now for a free quote

0491 032 999

<
{ CEMINTEL N ““““ 3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922 g
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au GYPROCK (@) 03 5900 2995 | CNKWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM :
LANDSCAPING PLUMBING STEEL TREE SERVICES
g7 AP o 6. SLPL® I\
4N )\ A LANDSCAPE“ %\ SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
NG Z SOLUTIONS®. 3% 4\ Art & Science.
L, Our landscaping designs are practical, | P_rOfeSSIOn_al Tree S_erVICes
“e innovative and sustainable. o Nicholas Harrison — Arborist

We provide punctual,
reliable service, every time.

Laurence Marr | 0411 608 482
laurencedmarr@gmail.com

JDO00328AA

FREE APPRAISALS - OBLIGATION FREE QUOTES
ALL LANDSCAPING NEEDS

LAUNDRY SERVICES

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

LKOO014AA

Brendan Duncan

PIC No. 26296

Steel fabrication e Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order ® Sheetmetal fabrication
Guillotine and folding  Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE e Genie lift and generator hire
Call for a quote WE DELIVER
14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LKO0024AA

Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)
soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

PLUMBING

STORAGE

WINDOW CLEANING

LK01308AA

Island Premium Laundry offer all
your laundry needs from general house
washing to your pet beds or blankets.
We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,
call 59 522 889 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing

24 HOUR SERVICE

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

Lic # 48411

LK00015AA

Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging
land Security Monitoring
cure On Site Manager
orage 24hr/7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446

4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690

Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

LKO0023AA

JO00760AA

WINDOW
CLEANING

0409 946 839
Glassed Out Window Cleaning

Fully insured

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

Dave Costello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

LK0OO020AA

0411175957

Same Day @?’

Plumbing BVt
Service Brothers

Lic 43482

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

LAWN MOWING

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
WWW.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

PLUMBING

RELIABLE PLUMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

© NO CALL OUT FEE

e Leaking taps & toilets
4 e Hot water systems replaced
e Vanities & water

< Fifters installed
Tappy the Plumber . g, ciin,

0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vic. no. 11s269c

e General plumbing

LKO0044AA

TILING

WINDOW CLEANING

JQO00791AA

Tiling
Bathroom repairs
Leaking showers

Re-grouting
30 yrs eaperience and ne fobs toc smal.

Rob Davies — 0418 522 044

We promise sparkling Discoups
windows every time! apply for
Pensioneps

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

TIMBER & TANKS
1]
S5, WERNOW
= 'ﬁ — TIMBER, HARDWARE,
2, N\, RURAL SUPPLIES
“bpe®  &BUILDING MATERIALS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au
Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

ADVERTISING
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DEATHS

MERCER, Debra Ann:
28/8/58-07/02/2022
Mum passed peacefully
at home and is now at
rest. She will be missed
by her 3 beautiful
daughters & 5 loving
grandchildren.

WALKER, Roger:

Passed away peacefully
on Feb. 3,2022.

Dearly loved husband of
Shirley Walker.

Loving step-dad to
Malcolm and Kate.

Treasured Memories.

WILLIAMS, Ronald James:
“Jimmy”
12.3.38-6.2.22

Cherished husband of
Christine (dec). Father
to Kevin and Susan.
Stepfather of John,
Peter, Mark, David,
Kristien and partners.
Adoring Pop of Amber,
Carly, Ruby, Ariane,
Georgia, Ashleigh,
Jackson, Paige and Cody.
Great-grandfather of
Layla, Lexi & Ravi.

Now reunited with his
beloved Chrissy.

A great man who will be
sadly missed.

WILLIAMS, Ronald James:
12.3.1938-6.2.2022,
Jimbo,

I was lucky enough to
have you as my father.

You have given me so
much to remember in
one life.

I think of all the
memories and can’t
keep myself from
missing you.
Thanks for the sacrifices
you made for me and
Marzie, you are re united
again.

Time to lay the blanket
on the ground together.

Will always love and
miss you mate.

Love Roughhead.

WILLIAMS, Ronald James:
12.3.1938-6.2.2022
Pop,

I’'m so sorry your journey
with us has ended
so soon.

You filled our hearts
with so much
love, laughter and
appreciation everyday.
Your famous meatloaf
and spuds, red
flannelette shirts,
creative handiwork and
love for scotch whiskey
will be deeply missed
and forever fill
our hearts.
| know you are at peace
now and back together
sharing your McBites
with Nanna and Mont.
Your legacy will live on
forever and I’'m so proud
to have called you
my Pop.

Love you forever, Ruby.

DEATHS

WILLIAMS, Ronald James:
12.3.1938-6.2.2022

We are so saddened by
the news Jimbo! We
feel extremely grateful
to have had you in
our lives. You will be
remembered as the best
boardmans, the one
who had every tool,
the one who cooked
the best meatloaf
and the one with the
funniest stories.

We will miss you in
your bulldogs colours,
egg and bacon in hands
supporting both of
us playing sport on a
Saturday!

We miss you so much
already, you will forever
be in our hearts!

Love you Poppa Jim,
Matt & Amber

WILLIAMS, Ronald James:
Beautiful Jimbo,

Thank you for having me
in your life and thank
you for everything you
have done for us all.
From your visits many
times each week for a
cuppa, bringing around
your roses & veggies, to
cheering on the girls &
Matt at netball & footy.
Your funny stories at our
Sunday night dinners
and your advice and
help with anything and
everything will be sadly
missed. Now reunited
with Chrissy & Monty.
Will miss you dearly
Jimbo.

Love you, Leah

WILLIAMS, Ronald James:
12.3.1938-6.2.2022

Poppa Jim, words can’t
express how much we
will miss you. Thank
you for all your stories,
yummy roasts at
Christmas and all the
handyman skills. You
are now at peace with
Nanna Marzie
and Mont.

We will forever miss you

and will always cherish

the memories. Love you

always, Jono, Carly and
little grub

WILLIAMS, JIMMY:

Jimmy, you were a
very special part of our
family & we will miss
you terribly. Our many
chats over a cuppa will
be precious memories to
keep forever.

We loved you so much.

Jenny, Tony, Chris , Luke
& families

FUNERALS

WALKER:

A Memorial Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Mr. Roger Walker will
be held at St. John’s
Uniting Church,
Chapel Street, Cowes
on FRIDAY
(Feb. 11, 2022)
commencing at 2.00pm.

Privately Cremated

GARAGE SALES

CAPE WOOLAMAI:

51 Woolamai Beach
Road, Sat 12th & 19th
Feb, 9am - 3pm.

Moving Sale - furniture
& Brica Brac.

SAN REMO:

17-19 Small Court, Sat
12th Feb from 8am in-
door and outdoor items.

SMITHS BEACH:

228 Smiths Beach Road,
Sat 12th Feb, from 8am-
1pm.

All proceeds to go to
Grow in Cambodia.

SITUATIONS
VACANT

PHILLIP ISLAND WINERY
Dishwasher/kitchenhand

1-2+ shifts per week,
1lam-6pm approx.

No exp nec.

Email nick@phillipisland-
winery.com.au

SITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

Thompson Ave., Cowes

The next market

is on Sat, Feb 12
9am-2pm

Inquiries: Monica
0412 710 276

LKO1956AA

P.I. VIEW CLUB
LUNCH & AGM

Monday 28 Feb
11:00 for 11:30am
Rusty Waters Brewery
Bookings essential

5952 3447
0409 023 835

ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

EDUCATION SUPPORT

(Integration Aide)

(Monday-Friday, 30 hours per week)
(One Year Contract Position)

Bass Coast College is seeking a suitably
qualified and / or experienced person to join
its team in 2022 for the above position.

Applications need to be submitted through
Recruitment Online www.education.vic.gov.
au/hrweb/careers/Pages/advacsSCH.aspx

Applications close: 16 February 2022

For further information please contact

Nancy Crismanich — HR Manager
(5611 4000)

vyééztoqar

HOUSEKEEPING STAFF

required at Kaloha Holiday Resort in Cowes,
casual position requiring some weekend work.
9.30 am starts. No previous experience required
just an eye for detail and enthusiasm.
Please call 59522179.

Bass Coast Children’s Centre Inc invites
applications for the following position:

Qualified Educator

Permanent Part Time (5 days per week)
A Certificate Ill in Community Services
(Childcare) qualification is mandatory
and a Diploma of Community Services
(Childcare) is highly desirable. As part of
our commitment to maintaining a child
safe environment, applicants must provide
a current WWC (Working with Children)
check.The commitment to providing an
exceptional level of quality education
& care in a safe and nurturing environment
is paramount.

Applications close |8th February 2022.

Detailed position descriptions
are available on request.

All enquiries (between 10 am & 4 pm) to:
Bass Coast Children’s Centre Inc
244 White Road
WONTHAGGI VIC 3995
Ph: (03) 5672 5151
bass.coast.cc@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

PCA positions available
(Must have experience)

Banfields Aged Care is part of a family-
owned Australian Aged Care Group Pty Ltd
(AACG), which prides itself on imagination
and innovation in caring for the aged.

We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue,
Cowes, Phillip Island a short stroll into town
for the local beach and shops.

Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds.
Banfields Aged care is a 90-bed residential
care facility which provides an extensive
range of services.

As a PCA, your responsibilities will be
to provide nursing care as directed by a
Registered Nurse.

Casual and permanent part-time contracts
are available for these positions.

Applicants must have a positive and
professional work ethic with dedication and
commitment to high quality care.

Essential criteria:

« Certificate Ill or IV in Aged Care.

* Current National Police Check.

* Demonstrated knowledge/ability in
providing safe quality personal care to
consumers and ensuring the rights of
consumers are respected.

« Compassionate and empathetic person.

» Excellent communication skills - both
written and verbal.

« Efficient time management skills.

» Must have flexible availability and be
reliable.

* Ability to travel to Cowes on Phillip Island.

« Current evidence of influenza vaccination.

* Both COVID-19 Vaccinations.

* Current Victorian Drivers Licence.

What you can expect from us:

* A friendly, social & collaborative team

» A workplace that supports and values
their staff

* Support from management and ongoing
development and education opportunities

Desirable:
* Previous experience in Residential Aged
Care.

**We are a non-smoking facility.**

If you believe you have the qualities and
skills we are looking for please call:
the Director of Care, Lara Basso
on (03) 5951 2500 or forward your
resume to Ibasso@banfields.com.au

JA20229

JO01300AA

JO01309AA

The Phillip Island RSL is searching for genuine people to fill the below positions.
We are seeking enthusiastic and motivated individuals
who are looking for stable employment.

If you are interested in making hospitality a career or just after some casual
hours we encourage you to apply for one of our available positions.
Training will be provided, you will require a Responsible Service of Alcohol
certificate for some positions, Gaming and TAB accreditations an advantage but
can be obtained during employment for the successful person.

Positions available:

Chef — Full Time
— Salary based position
$60K - $65k plus super

Gaming/Bar Staff
Full Time, Part Time
and Casual hours
— RSA minimum requirement

Bar/TAB Staff
Full Time, Part Time
and Casual hours
— RSA minimum requirement

Venue — Duty Manager x 2
— Salary based position
Experience required
$65k - $70K plus super

Senior Sous Chef
— Salary based position
$75Kk - $80k plus super

Bistro Supervisor/
Team Leader
— Salary based position
Experience required

1 x Full Time Bistro Staff
$55Kk - 560k plus super Part Time and casual hours
1 x Part Time

Pro rata $55k - $60k plus super

All positions are required to work across 7 days including Public Holidays.
If you are interested in working in hospitality and fit one of the above positions or
require a position description email info@pirsl.com.au, please lodge a cover letter
with your resume stating the position you are applying for or drop into the RSL.

JDO0510AA
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CLASSIFIEDS

Seek, buy and sell

SITUATIONS VACANT

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

SITUATIONS VACANT

Registered Nursing (RN)
Staff and Endorsed Enrolled
Nursing (EEN) staff required

Positions for permanent part time and
casual shifts at Banfields Aged Care

Banfields Aged Care is part of a family-
owned Australian Aged Care Group Pty Ltd
(AACG), which prides itself on imagination
and innovation in caring for the aged.

We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue,
Cowes, a short stroll into town for the local
beach and shops.

Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds.
Banfields Aged care is a 90 bed residential
care facility which provides an extensive
range of services.

We are seeking motivated and dedicated
Registered Nurses and Endorsed Enrolled
Nurses to be part of our team.

Your responsibilities will be to provide
nursing care guided by the Director of Care
including medication management, clinical
practice and supervision, documentation,
wound management, and palliative care;

The successful candidate will have:

* Registered Nurse qualifications and
current AHPRA registration (RN only)

« Current registration with AHPRA as
an Enrolled Nurse with medication
endorsement (EEN only)

* Previous experience in residential aged
care essential

* Ability to lead, motivate & educate staff.

« Strong communication skills.

* Current Police Check.

» Team player qualities.

* Current influenza vaccination.

» Both COVID-19 vaccinations.

* Current Victorian Drivers Licence.

JA20230

**We are a non-smoking facility.**

If you believe you have the qualities and
skills we are looking for please call:
the Director of Care, Lara Basso
on (03) 5951 2500 or forward your
resume to Ilbasso@banfields.com.au

Laundry Employment
Opportunities

Permanent Part Time / Casual
Banfields Aged Care is part of the family
owned Australian Aged Care Group which
prides itself on imagination and innovation
in caring for the aged, with a mission to
excel in providing quality care services and
accommodation.

We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue,
Cowes, a short stroll into town for the local
beach and shops.

We are seeking dynamic and exceptional
laundry staff to be part of our team.

As alaundry staff member yourresponsibilities
will be to carry out facility linen and personal
laundry services as guided by the Director of
Care.

The successful candidate will have:
 Strong communication skills.
* Current Police Check.
» Team player qualities.
* Current Influenza Vaccination.
» Both COVID-19 Vaccinations.
* Current Victorian Drivers Licence.
**We are a non-smoking facility.**
If you believe you have the qualities and
skills we are looking for please call:
the Director of Care, Lara Basso
on (03) 5951 2500 or forward your
resume to Ilbasso@banfields.com.au

JA20227
———

Aged Care Lifestyle

Team Member

Banfields Aged Care is part of a family-
owned Australian Aged Care Group Pty Ltd
(AACG), which prides itself on imagination
and innovation in caring for the aged. We
are located at 192 Thompson Avenue,
Cowes, Phillip Island a short stroll into town
for the local beach and shops. Set amongst
beautiful landscaped grounds. Banfields
Aged care is a 90 bed residential care
facility which provides an extensive range of
services.

Either casual and permanent part-time
contracts are available for this position. We
currently have a vacancy for a vibrant and
energetic Lifestyle Team Member to join
our small but extremely dedicated Lifestyle
team. You will assist with the planning,
implementation and evaluation of our
lifestyle support / activities programs.

The successful candidate will have:

» Knowledge of contemporary aged care
specific activities

» Knowledge & understanding of dementia

» Knowledge & understanding of the Aged
Care Accreditation Standards

* Program Development experience in
Aged Care

* Current Influenza Vaccination.

* Current Police Check.

* Both COVID-19 Vaccinations.

* Current Victorian Drivers Licence.

**We are a non-smoking facility.**

If you believe you have the qualities and
skills we are looking for please call the
Director of Care, Lara Basso
on (03) 5951 2500 or forward your
resume to Ibasso@banfields.com.au

JA20228

I\

We are hiring!

We are looking for an apprentice
Refrigeration & Air-conditioning
technician or suitably qualified

Tech or HVAC installer.

Please send expressions of interest
Attention Rick at office@picra.com.au

VVLOSTOO

PUBLIC NOTICES

Bill’s Book Shed -

Thank You

The Melaleuca Auxiliary Annual Summer
Book Sale once again was a huge success.
Although restrictions were in place we
raised a total of $10,476.10.

Since the book sale commenced in 1992
by the late Bill Hopkins a total of
$472,193.00 has been raised.

The book sale is a major fundraiser with
funds raised used to buy items to enrich the
lives of residents in Melaleuca Aged Care.
Donations of books by the community is
appreciated. We accept books in good
saleable condition. Unfortunately we do not
accept magazines, or encyclopedia.

We would like to thank everyone for their
continued support.

For more information please call
Joy 0437 949 029

JO01308AA

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit).
Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Angry and appalled

It’s Australia Day and I am
watching the tennis but it
doesn’t matter what I do be-
cause inside I feel sick. Dis-
gusted with my country and
its inability to honour the old-
est continuous culture on the
planet. This is not a new feel-
ing, and it is certainly not un-
usual on Australia Day.

No, I felt sad, angry and ap-
palled because yesterday I de-
cided to go to the Phillip Island
information centre to get some
ideas of places to visit that are
important to the aboriginal
people and their story. I know
this is Bunurong land and
the island has special places
of cultural importance in the
longest of histories but I did
not know any real detail. As
a new resident on the island,
I thought it would be good to
start my life down here by
honouring its whole history on
the day we invaded - a differ-
ent kind of celebration.

That experience was un-
believable. I checked all the
shelves - wildlife, theme
parks, boat trips, koalas and
penguins, motorbikes and
surfing, but nothing on Ab-
original  history, culture,
sights, language — nothing. I
asked the staff - nothing at all.
There was no opportunity for
me to get one single piece of
information about the 60,000
year cultural history of this
Island. As I left, the plaque out
front told me that Woolamai
was named after a racehorse
(Wollomai) of an early settler
- of course!

I am sorry, so sorry.
Ashamed of the colour of my
skin, my British heritage and
today my Australian passport.
I felt helpless and sick to my
stomach. But I am not help-
less, and this is what I will do:

e write to our local paper
and The Age;

e write to state and Federal
MP’s and relevant Ministers;

e ask the Bunurong Land
Council for their history and
offer help disseminating it;

e ask each of the upcoming
Federal candidates their com-
mitment to action in this area.

If I do not act I become the
abuser. I refuse to join in this

abuse and the sorry story of
disenfranchisement of a great
people.

Nicolas Frances Gilley, Ne-
whaven

YCW car park chaos

During a recent visit to
Phillip Island we had a lovely
morning at YCW Beach, until
we returned to our car in the
car park to find it completely
blocked in. It took quite a bit of
work and negotiation before
we could physically leave. It is
high time the council address-
es the chaotic car parking at
YCW before there is a serious
incident.

Malcolm Fraser, Oakleigh
South

No game plan?

“What’s our game plan?
- Housing” (Advertiser
26/1/2022) - hasn’t this been
an agenda item forever? Isn’t it
particularly curious “without
a plan...we “risk becoming”
like an outer suburb of Mel-
bourne”? Surely it’s inevitable,
no risk at all.

Risk is a popular topic in
all media these days but just
a topic, no analysis. Analysis
format is usually expectation
of event, cross checked with
severity. In all these years, has
such objective analysis never
been done?

As recent real estate prices
career out of control, many
houses here are now invest-
ment properties, here to stay,
whether accommodating peo-
ple or not. Recent report was
houses in Sydney appreciated
last year at a rate of $1000/day.

For housing, not just on the
island, don’t we have a prob-
lem here? So many can’t af-
ford to buy and coincidentally
can't afford rental. For own-
ers, especially of investment
properties, why risk renting
out when appreciation is $1000
per day? So many houses do-
ing nothing.

They talk about a two speed
economy, “them that’s got
and them that’s not”. In peak
holiday time, many properties
are occupied, making lots of
demand for lots of businesses.
Now we have Covid so there’s
too few employees, and more

demand than business can
supply. Busy time passes,
pressure is off but now there’s
not enough demand for busi-
ness to supply.

Most plans simply don’t
happen anymore. Especially
from the Federal government.
Many big headline grabs, just
one being $2 billion plan for
reconstruction after Black
Summer fires. Example is
Mallacoota, two years later,
none of this $2 billion has ar-
rived.

So how many houses, before
it gets more out of control?
How do we organise who de-
velops a plan to make sure it’s
executed?

Bernie McComb, Cowes

Prioritise Silverleaves

protection

It was International Wet-
lands Day on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 2 and I write to draw the
attention of the Island com-
munity and all Victorians and
Australians to the vital need to
protect wetland assets.

Phillip Island is fortunate
to have a wetland asset - the
Rhyll Inlet — and a number of
stands of mangroves at Rhyll
and along the foreshore at
various locations. Mangroves
are now being recognised as
key to carbon sequestration
— a natural protection against
climate warming.

Yet right here in Silver-
leaves, the environment that
is part of the wetland envelope
is being destroyed one block at
a time. In the past six months,
two blocks at the east end
have been clear felled — every
shrub, grass, creeper and tree
destroyed.

Now a block in Bruce Road
is slated for clearing - includ-
ing important native trees on
the nature strip. This simply
should not be allowed! People
buy into the area because they
like the trees and wetland/sea
environment yet they then set
about destroying it.

Why isn’t Bass Coast Shire
Council prioritising protec-
tions? It’s too late once the
contractors and their chippers
move in. We can never get the
vegetation back!

M Johnston, Silverleaves

Important health services
continue during Covid

Bass Coast Health (BCH) is
providing priority services to
the community as the health
service enters the fourth week
of its Code Brown Pandemic
Plan.

Dialysis and maternity are
among the many services con-
tinuing to operate as per nor-
mal to ensure renal patients
have access to life-saving
treatment and families can
continue to give birth in a Co-
vidSafe setting close to home.

BCH is also offering Emer-
gency Department, Urgent
Care Centre, Category 1 and
Caesarean Theatre capac-
ity, Cancer services, Inpatient
Services, Hospital in the Home
(HITH), Residential Care, Dis-
trict Nursing, Residential In
Reach, COVID testing and
COVID vaccinations.

Dialysis patient Donald
Mackie is among those com-

munity members accessing
services unimpeded by the
Code Brown, receiving dialy-
sis three days a week as he has
done for the past two-and-a-
half years.

“This is such a great service.
The nurses work hard to look
after you and they’re so atten-
tive. We're so lucky to have
this dialysis unit,” he said.

“Dialysis has made such a
difference to my life. I feel bet-
ter within myself and I can
enjoy life. I didn’t know how
valuable the health service
was until I got into the system.”

BCH enacted its Code Brown
Plan after the Covid pandemic
resulted in staff shortfalls,
with some staff becoming in-
fected and being close contacts
of Covid cases and needing to
isolate.

The health service has es-
tablished a Covid Response

Team to work with staff to en-
sure they are well supported
and helped to return to work
as quickly as possible — within
current rules that permit cer-
tain workers deemed contacts
to return to work to assist
health services to operate.

“We are reassuring the com-
munity that we are here for
them and enabling people to ac-
cess health services locally de-
spite the pressures of the pan-
demic,” CEO Jan Child said.

“The support our health ser-
vice has been shown by the
community during this recent
Covid surge has been tremen-
dous and we’re so grateful for
it.

“Our staff know this and
that’s why they are working so
hard and long to care for their
community. I'm so proud of
the fabulous staff that we have
here at Bass Coast Health.”
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Events, entertainment and community news

Artist Carolyne O’Callaghan with Bass Coast Council Community Planning officer Shirley Egan.

Artist John Adam and PICES President Sandra Peeters.

Pop-Up popular with summer crowds

Artists, local politicians and com-
munity members celebrated at the
closing night of the successful 2022
Pop Up Exhibition on Monday, Jan-
uary 31.

Guests included Member for Bass,
Jordan Crugnale, Mayor, Michael
Whelan, Cr Bruce Kent and Greg
Thompson, Centre Manager Phillip
Island Community and Learning
Centre (PICAL), alongside Phillip
Island Contemporary Exhibition
Space Inc (PICES) members, artists
and supporters.

An amazing variety of artwork
by 28 talented artists from Phillip
Island, Bass Coast and beyond, cu-
rated by Warren Nichols, was dis-
played over four weeks, attracting
many very appreciative visitors.

Locals again looked forward to
seeing a different array of works
each week while short-term visitors
to the Island expressed regret that
they could not view them all. The
gallery became a cheerful meet-
ing place for people to see and buy

unique pieces of art.

Despite the continuing threat and
impact of Covid, the four weekly ex-
hibitions remained open as planned
throughout January.

Visitation numbers of over 644,
and payments to artists from sales
of around $10,000 were pleasingly
very comparable to earlier years.

There was strong support ex-
pressed for the development of a
permanent community gallery in
the proposed Cowes Cultural Cen-
tre.

PICES president Sandra Peeters
said this will sadly be PICES last
Pop Up Exhibition at this venue, as
PICAL is moving from this site later
in the year.

“We look forward to supporting
artists and art lovers again next
summer with another similar event
at a yet to be announced new ven-
ue and eagerly anticipate curating
many exciting exhibitions in the
new Cowes Cultural Centre Gal-
lery,” Sandra said.

Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale, Mayor, Cr Michael
Whelan and Cr Bruce Kent with the PICES committee:
Chris Farrell, Peter Walker, Carolyne O’Callaghan, Sandra

Peeters and Christine Ash.

Artists and local art fans enjoyed the PICES Pop Up Exhibi-

tion Closing Night.
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President of PICES Sandra Peeters says a few words at the
PICES Pop Up Exhibition Closing Night.

Artists from the PICES Pop Up Exhibition: Eirian Chapman, Norma Stack-Robinson, Mandy Gunn, Chris
Farrell, Arnaud Barraud, Marian Quigley, Shirley Collins and Carolyne O’Callaghan with Member for Bass
Jordan Crugnale and Mayor, Cr Michael Whelan at the closing evening of the four-week exhibition.

Mayor, Cr Michael Whelan at the PICES Pop Up Exhibition
Closing Night.



Sue, Helen, Andrew, Kim, Dave and Fred have been enjoying an annual outing to the

Woolamai Races since they met “many” years ago when their kids first started playgroup.

The group come across to Woolamai from the Yarra Valley for their annual get together Islanders Clarrie Cleeland (left) and Phil Becker examine the form guide under the magnifi-
and say they would not miss the race day for quids. cent shade trees at Woolamai, before heading off to place their bets.

What aday
at the races!

The 2022 Woolamai Cup was run on Sat- finish to the race with outsider Peppino com-
urday in front of a capacity crowd, in perfect ing from last place in the field at the turn for
weather conditions. There was a thrilling home, to take out the Cup in a close finish.

From left Ron Jacks, Greg Allen, Michael Ryan and Gerard Ryan had picked a few win- Enjoying the beautiful sunshine on the rails at the Woolamai races on Saturday were
ners on Saturday, early in the day, and are pictured settling in for the afternoon. The four (back) Cowes solicitors David Luscombe and Meaghan Crouch, and front Jacqui Luscombe
friends never miss the Woolamai Cup, they said. and Jennifer Grimwade.

Peppino takes the Cup

Three generations of the island’s Price family were kept busy at the Woolamai races on

Saturday. Imogen Price (pictured) kept the crowd entertained from the stage; her dad Greg, Damian and Debbie Walkley, owner/trainers of Peppino, the winner of the 2022 Woolamai
a sponsor for the feature race of the day the Alex Scott and Staff Woolamai Cup, presented Cup at Woolamai, accepts the winner’s trophy from Greg Price, of Alex Scott, major
the winner’s trophy; and her grandfather Cefn was honoured after the Cup was run, with the sponsor of the race, on Saturday afternoon. Winning jockey Melinda McDonald looks on.

presentation of a life membership for his six decade contribution to the Woolamai Racing Club.
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The Woolamai and District Racing Club presented life memberships for the first time ever on Saturday, to cel-
ebrate its most long standing and valued members. From left Garry Buckley, Country Racing Victoria, with
life membership recipients Helen Matthieson, Cefn Price, Don Matthieson, and Robert Carmichael (absent:

Bev Carmichael).

Life memberships presented
at Woolamai Racing Club

The Woolamai and District Rac-
ing Club presented life member-
ships for the first time ever on Sat-
urday, to celebrate its most long
standing and valued members,
following the running of the 2022
Woolamai Cup.

The presentations were made by
Country Racing Victoria’s Manag-
er of Picnic Racing Garry Buckley.

Recipients were Bev Carmichael,
Club secretary for 18 years and
a tireless club worker; Don Mat-
thieson, whose has held many po-
sitions with the Club over an as-
sociation of fifty years, and is the
current official racing judge; Helen
Matthieson, a secretary and as-
sistant secretary at Woolamai over
many years; Cefn Price, President

of the Phillip Island Racing Club
from the late 60s to late 70s before
its amalgamation with Wonthaggi
and Woolamai, and a leading horse
trainer holding the record of most
wins at Woolamai and 30 trainer
premierships; and Robert Carmi-
chael, Woolamai president for the
last 14 years and a well-known
horse trainer.

Island goes to the Open

Phillip Island Tennis Club only had a small number this year attend the annual Australian Open outing,

due to reservations regarding Covid 19. A great day was had watching some fabulous tennis on Rod Laver
Arena, the highlight being the match between the exciting young Australian Alex De Minaur and a young
Italian, L. Musetti, which De Minaur won.
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Phillip Island bowls results

Midweek pennant bowls

Division 1: Played at home against
San Remo and came away with the
win 69-52.

Division 2: Played at home against
Wonthaggi went down overall 58-73.

Saturday Pennant: Results from
round 10 of Pennant

Division 1: Played against Corinella
at home and had a win 74-67.

The other Division 1 played at Ko-
rumburra went down 66-71.

Division 2: Played at Inverloch and
went down overall 73-83.

Division 4: Played at home against
Corinella and came away with the
win 82-53.

Division 5: Played at home against
Fish Creek and took the win 87-71.

Social Bowls

We had 22 players turn out on yet
another beautiful summers day here
on the Island to participate in a social
game of triples and the winners were:
John Routley, Glenda Grazules and
Elaine Severino and the runners up
were: Michael Haack, Lyn Rogerson
and Eric Wild.

Corporate bowls

Thursday night saw another great
turn out of players enjoying a beau-
tiful summers evening with friends
for the third round of competition
and sitting on top are: Bluesteel fol-
lowed by Holland Transport and the
Incredibowls.

Men’s and Ladies 100 up
We are getting to the pointy end of

The very distinguished Jack from
San Remo keeping an eye on pen-
nant proceedings once again!

this competition and heading into the
semi-final for the men is George Mol
who will take on John Parker and
Hans Olierook will play John Mat-
thews which will see the winners of
these matches progressing into the
final.

We saw a fantastic game between
bowling legend Marilyn Forrest tak-
ing on one of our newbie bowlers
Glenda Grazules.

This is a handicap event and Glen-
da played off scratch and Marilyn off
a 30 handicap and Glenda held her
nerve and almost came away with
the win 91-100.

Well done, Glenda, the spectators
were on the edge of their seats.

Marilyn will now play Karen
Cashen to earn a spot in the final.

Beb Hyslop will play Lynne Rog-
erson this week to go into the other
semi-final against Sandra Read and
the winner will progress into the final.

Phillip Island
Golf results

Tuesday, February 1:
Men’s Stableford

Division one winner: Lawrence
Ferrari (9) with 40 points from Ron
Davies, Barry Grazules and Mike
Fitzmaurice with 39 points.

Division two winner: Michael
Coghlan (21) with 37 points from
Christian Zderski (25) with 36 points.

Nine-hole competition winner: Bob
Pascoe (12) with 20 points from Len
Fenton and David Gladman.

Wednesday, February 2:
Ladies Stableford and qualifying
for Walton Knockout

A Grade winner: Lesley Meadow-
croft (15) with 33 points.
B Grade winner: Mary Taylor (30)

with 39 points.

C Grade winner: Vicki Amato (41)
with 37 points.

NTP: 5th — Miyuki Yamaguchi,

7th — Stacey Meder, 10th — Vicki Roff-
Smith and Liz Gleeson, 12th - Second
shot Ros Reid.

Thursday, February 3:
Open Stableford

Division one winner: Mario Amato
(15) with 39 points from Rob Davison
(13) with 38 points.

Division two winner: Camille Mor-
ris (27) with 39 points, r/up was Carl
Russo and Ron Davies with 36 points.

Saturday, February 5:
Stroke and Mens Monthly Medal
sponsored by Bass Coast Podiatry

Men’s:

A Grade winner: Adrian
O’Gorman (10) with nett 67 from
Stuart Carson (12) with nett 69.

B Grade winner: Ron Owen (17)
with nett 68 from Daryl Vernon (14)
with nett 72.

C Grade winner was Daniel
Bourke (31) with nett 70 from Heath
Kolac (24) with nett 72 on count-
back.

NTP: 5th - Lawrence Ferrari, 7th -
Trevor Hamilton, 10th — John Payne
and 17th — Alex Andrews.

Ladies:

The Ladies winner: Ros Reid (28)
with 37 Points from Kris Anastasiou
(16) with 36 points on countback.

NTP: 5th — Ada Anglin, 7th - Ros
Reid, 10th - Lesley Meadowcroft
and 17th — Ada Anglin.

Nine-hole stableford winner: Basil
Moloney.

Gorilla award: Matt Brown.

Next Week’s competition is Stabl-
eford.

Sunday, January 6:
Open Stableford

Winner: Hans Carlborg (16) from
Commonwealth GC with 31 points
from Cameron Dombkins (21) with
29 points on c/back.

Nine-hole winner: Mary Whelan
(31) with 20 points on c/back From
Peter Lawrence (40).

Phillip Island Bridge club results

It was great to see players returning
with seven tables competing on Mon-
day, January 31.

The club welcomed visitors and Na-
tional championship players Justin
Mill and Andrew Macready-Bryan.

North /South winners were Deb
Anglim and Greg Nicholson on 59.52
per cent.

Trish and Don Stewart-Uden came
second on 56.25 per cent, with Lorrie
Read and Neville Chapman in third
position on 54.46 per cent.

Justin Mill and Andrew Macready-
Bryan were the pair to catch for East/
West with an impressive 79.17 per cent.

Matti Shub and John Quale fol-
lowed on 52. 98 per cent and just a

fraction behind were Beth Banks and
Marie Sands on 52.08 per cent.

Wednesday, February 2

First place went to Karen Klym and
Paul Waylen on 64.98 per cent. Sec-
ond place was a tie between Moya
Crowley and Leng Haggith and Clare
and Jim Murphy on 54.17 per cent.

Wendy and Graham Mckergow fin-
ished fourth on 53.12 per cent.

It is with deep sadness that we
share with our members the passing
of Roger Walker, much loved hus-
band of Shirley Walker.

Sincere sympathies from all her
friends at the Phillip Island Bridge
Club.



The Tour of Gippsland will be held in Bass Coast from February 12 - 15.

Tour of Gippsland races into town

By Jamie Finch-Penniger

The most recent Aussie to step onto
the Tour de France podium, Richie
Porte, has lauded the talented cy-
clists within the National Road Series
(NRS) peloton, saying that it’s likely
that one will be able to match the
amazing feats of Cadel Evans, Aus-
tralia’s only Tour de France winner.

And thisregion is about to host one
of only two NRS races in Victoria
next weekend, with the Mitchelton
Tour of Gippsland to get underway
from February 12-15.

The Tour de France star and for-
mer national champion Porte is
nearing the end of his career, but he
saw up close that many young rid-
ers are ready and willing to take up
the mantle of the sport in Australia
when he retires at the end of the sea-
son.

“Some of the Aussie kids racing
here are absolutely brilliant ... this
is the breeding ground for Aussie
cycling,” said Porte in an interview
with AusCycling at the recent Ad-

elaide Festival of Cycling.

Porte began his own journey to
become one of Australia’s most suc-
cessful professional cyclists in his-
tory within the NRS, transitioning
over from triathlon to focus his at-
tention full-time on the bike.

Bass Coast

The next stop for the National
Road Series will be the Mitchelton
Tour of Gippsland, which this year
will focus on the Bass Coast, with
the iconic Phillip Island the scene of
the final day’s racing.

What shapes as three days of hard,
attacking racing amidst the pictur-
esque terrain will see the top men’s
and women’s team of the domestic
scene looking to hold their form from
the recent National Road Champion-
ships and the Festival of Cycling.

The final day’s competition, a
criterium on Phillip Island, will be
streamed live on SBS On Demand
and the SBS Cycling Central Face-
book page from 11.40 am on Feb-
ruary 15. However, the best spot to

watch the racing will be roadside, up
close with the riders.

Stage 1: Sunday, February 13 -
Woolamai Circuit Road Race

Starting and finishing at the beau-
tiful Woolamai Racecourse riders
will race multiple laps of the 27.7km
undulating circuit which takes in the
most spectacular views of Western
Port Bay.

Stage 2: Monday, February 14 — In-
verloch Road Race

Inverloch plays host to Stage 2
with the road race-course taking in
the locals favourite climb, ‘Mount
Misery’. Both the NRS races will
start and finish in Inverloch with the
U19s starting in Inverloch and fin-
ishing in Kongwak.

Stage 3: Tuesday, February 15 —
Rhyll Criterium

Rhyll plays host to the final stage
of the Mitchelton Tour of Gippsland.
The 1.4km circuit along the water-
front will be a picturesque finish to
the tour and will test the riders with
different wind directions around ev-
ery corner.

The first stage of the Tour of Gippsland will be held in the Woolamai hills, starting and finishing at the Woola-

mai Racecourse.

Strzelecki region — South midweek pennant bowls

Division 1: Phillip Island (1) 12-
69 d San Remo (1) 4-52; Meeniyan
(1) 15-81 d Corinella (1) 1-37; Le-
ongatha (1) 14-75 d Korumburra
(1) 2-60 Inverloch (1) — Bye.

Ladder: Inverloch (1) 98 +145;
Leongatha (1) 83 +16; Corinella
(1) 83-27; Meeniyan (1) 80 +46;
Phillip Island (1) 68 +11; Korum-
burra (1) 53 -15; San Remo (1) 15
-176.

Division 2: Phillip Island (2)
2-58 It Wonthaggi (1) 14-73; Tar-
win Lower (1) 16-73 d Toora (1)
0-34; Inverloch (2) 0-44 1t Foster
(1) 16-91; Lang Lang (1) — Bye.

Ladder: Wonthaggi (1) 118 +207;
Foster (1) 102 +106; Tarwin Lower
(1) 63 -41; Phillip Island (2) 62 -35;
Toora (2) 59 -34; Inverloch (2) 52
-73; Lang Lang (1) 24 -130.

Division 3: Mirboo North (1)

0-35 It Wonthaggi (2) 12-49; Tar-
win Lower (2) 0-25 1t Port Welsh-
pool (1) 12-45; Loch (1) 12-57 d
Inverloch (3) 0-20; Fish Creek (1)
12-54 d Korumburra (2) 0-27.
Ladder: Fish Creek (1) 94 +111;
Port Welshpool (1) 87 +102; Won-
thaggi (2) 72 +171; Tarwin Lower
(2) 54 -79; Korumburra (2) 51 -62;
Inverloch (3) 50 -19; Loch (1) 48
-36; Mirboo North (1) 24 -188.

Winners of Midweek bowls played at Corinella were Gillian Harper (3),
Vern Elliott (S) and Elaine Williams (L).

Rob Jeffrey (S), Elaine Fitt (L), Phil Wright (3) and Bill Williams (2) were

the runners up of midweek bowls.

Best one game winners were Bob Arnold (L), Michael Dady (S) and Lau-

rie Bell (3).

Midweek bowls results

Thursday, midweek bowls was
played at Corinella with 28 happy
bowlers.

The day started cold with light rain
but that did not deter our determi-
nation to have a great day bowling.
Thankfully the weather improved as
the day went on.

Winners were Vern Elliott, Gillian
Harper and Elaine Williams.

Runners up were Rob Jeffrey, Phil
Wright, Bill Williams and Elaine Fitt.

One Game winners were Michael
Dady, Laurie Bell and Bob Arnold.

The green was in good condition
which made it a very enjoyable day of
bowls and Corinella club is looking
lovely after their improvements.

As usual there was some high
scores recorded: winners 38 points,
runners up 34 points and One Game
winners 24 points.

The laughter and banter could be
heard across the greens, it was a
lovely atmosphere.

Thank you to the members who
brought in treasure for the free raffle
table, please look at home and if there
is anything you don’t need bring it in
for the table.

A few of our members had wrong
Bias so the RCH was not forgotten,
and they paid up gratefully.

Thank you to Phil Wright in the bar
and his lovely wife Sue Wright for
kitchen duty.

Next week we will play at San Remo
at 10am at the club for a 10.30am
start. BYO lunch.

For more information or to register
please call Peter McWilliams on 5678
5974 the night before. Everyone wel-
come.

See you on green.

Strzelecki region — South -
Saturday pennant bowls

Division 1: Leongatha (1) 14-79 d
Inverloch (1) 2-67; Phillip Island (2)
14-74 d Corinella (1) 2-67; Wonthaggi
(1) 16-98 d Leongatha (2) 0-43; Ko-
rumburra (1) 12-71 d Phillip Island (1)
4-66.

Ladder: Wonthaggi (1) 122 +154;
Leongatha (1) 98 +112; Phillip Island
(2) 83-6; Inverloch (1) 82 +71; Phillip
Island (1) 80 -18; Korumburra (1) 73
-112; Leongatha (2) 50 -102; Corinella
(1) 42 -99.

Division 2: Mirboo North (1) 16-96 d
Korumburra (2) 0-43; Loch (1) 14-74 d
Fish Creek (1) 2-70; San Remo (1) 14-
81 d Toora (1) 2-59; Inverloch (2) 13-83
d Phillip Island (3) 3-73.

Ladder: Loch (1) 101 +106; Mirboo
North (1) 99 +174; Toora (1) 94 +42;
San Remo (1) 79 -4; Phillip Island (3)
78 -67; Fish Creek (1) 74 -21; Inverloch
(2) 60 -78; Korumburra (2) 55 -152.

Division 3: Foster (1) 12-73 d Inver-
loch (3) 4-66; Loch (2) 0-51 1t Wont-
haggi (2) 16-83; Mirboo North (2) 2-52
It Wonthaggi (3) 14-81; Lang Lang (1)
16-74 d Meeniyan (1) 0-58.

Ladder: Wonthaggi (3) 128 +156;
Lang Lang (1) 101 +33; Foster (1) 95
+67; Inverloch (3) 85 +80; Wonthaggi
(2) 84 +102; Meeniyan (1) 82 +18; Mir-
boo North (2) 36 -159; Loch (2) 29 -297.

Division 4: Port Welshpool (2) 16-
77 d Tarwin Lower (1) 0-48; Phillip
Island (4) 16-82 d Corinella (2) 0-53;
Korumburra (3) 14-74 d Toora (2)
2-66; Inverloch (4) 2-68 It Leongatha
3) 14-71.

Ladder: Phillip Island (4) 128 +204;
Port Welshpool (1) 96 +11: Tarwin
Lower (1) 89 +85; Leongatha (3) 84
+33; Korumburra (3) 78 -80; Inverloch
4) 59 -7, Toora (2) 54 -106; Corinella
(2) 42 -164.

Division 5: Wonthaggi (4) 16-108 d
Tarwin Lower (2) 0-44; Phillip Island
(5) 14-87 d Fish Creek (2) 2-71; Lang
Lang (2) 2-57 It Meeniyan (2) 14-83;
Mirboo North (3) - Bye.

Ladder: Wonthaggi (4) 118 +175;
Phillip Island (5) 106 +175; Meeniyan
(2) 92 +148; Mirboo North (3) 49 -125;
Fish Creek (2) 41 -60; Tarwin Lower
(2) 40 -117; Lang Lang (2) 34 -118.

THE ADVERTISER, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2022 33



A Grade

This week had the A grade boys
making the trip to Outrim to take on
OMK.

After winning the toss the Sharks
chose to have a bat and were on the
back foot early due to some strong ear-
ly overs from veteran Peter Dell.

Openers Richards and Cleeland
were both back in the sheds without
troubling the scorers and that bought
former OMK players Daniel P Mock
and Tom Kiely to the crease.

After surviving a close run out call
Mock got into his work and made a
classy 48 before smoking a pull shot to
mid-wicket. Rathnayake came to the
crease and was as silky as ever mak-
ing a run a ball 31 and this combined
with some lower order power hitting
from Jarrod Black dragged the Sharks
total to a respectable 182.

After the break Simon Kirton and
Tom Keily both made early break
throughs forcing OMK on the back
foot early with the score at 2 for 7.

A few partnerships came and went
however the Sharks bowlers were able
to keep the game in control thanks
to some excellent middle overs from
Charith Keerthisinghe who finished
with match figures of 2 for 12 off his
eight overs.

Some big late hitting from OMK
batsmen Noel Creed kept the Diggers
in the game but the death bowling
from Simon Kirton was too good, tak-
ing the Sharks to a 22 run win.

B Grade - Division1

After a convincing win last week,
the Sharks were sitting first on the lad-
der prior to this week’s game against
Meeniyan at home who were trying to
stay in touch of a finals berth.

Yet again Steven McIntyre lost the
toss, and the Sharks were sent into the
field. The Niven brothers were given
the new ball after last week’s display,
with Tom taking an early wicket.

After Meeniyan’s first wicket fell,
the Sharks struggled to get their sec-
ond wicket in a frustrating period in
the field, but we were in a strong posi-
tion with MDU 1/59 off 20.

After the break, MDU really pushed
the run rate along as we still searched
for our second wicket. Toward the
back end of Meeniyans innings Geoff
Odgers was thrown the ball and pro-
vided the Sharks’ second wicket, with
an excellent high catch from Angelo in
the deep, removing Knox for 76.

After a rare tough afternoon for
Clint Wilson, he managed to grab the
Sharks’ third wicket of the MDU skip-
per Zukovskis for 80.

Meeniyan’s innings ended shortly
after, setting a tough target for the

Sharks with 195 runs to win.

The Sharks opened the batting with
Steve McIntyre and Kohen Beaumont
and the pair set a great foundation get-
ting us to drinks and setting a 100-run
partnership along the way.

Shortly after the break, the Sharks
lost two quickfire wickets with Beau-
mont out for a fantastic 41 and Black-
well 8.

Andrew Finlayson was sent in at
four, keeping the Sharks score ticking
over with a solid run a ball 19, Odgers
came in at five as he helped McIntyre
reach his second ton of the season in
an excellent display from the Sharks’s
captain.

Together with Odgers, the pair took
the Sharks past Meeniyan’s 194 with
four overs to spare. Odgers finishing
on 16 not out and MclIntyre finishing
with a brilliant 113 not out.

Phillip Island continued their good
form with a seven wicket win over
MDU, retaining top spot in the league
as they travel to Korumburra this Sat-
urday.

RSL Man of the Match: Steve Mc-
Intyre.

B Grade - Division 2

The Sharks hosted Glen Alvie at
Rhyll in what was a must win match
with both teams on the same points.

Glen Alvie won the toss and elected
to bat first.

Cleary and Caffieri opened the
bowling with Caffieri getting the first
wicket having Alvie 1/15 off four overs.

The Sharks were pushing hard for
wicket, but the bowling was a little
wayward and Alvie took full advan-
tage hitting boundaries at will.

At the drink break Glen Alvie were
2/120 after 20 overs.

The Sharks were looking at a big to-
tal to chase and needed to tighten up.
Heath Womersley was bowling well
and picked up a wicket to have Alvie
3/144 and Cleary came back on and
picked up another wicket to stem the
runs a little to have Glen Alvie 4/168.

Dave Womersley came on and
bowled with Parsons at the other end
picked up a couple of wickets, Parsons
finished with 3/29 off eight overs and
Glen Alvie finished on 8/219 from their
40 overs.

The Sharks looked for a strong start
from Epifano and Taylor but were
soon 3/34 needing a big partnership
from Womersley and O’Brien.

O’Brien looked on from the first ball
finding the middle of the bat, Womer-
sley was just giving him the strike but
also hitting the loose ball to the fence.

O’Brien was dominating the Glen
Alvie bowlers hitting to the fence and
clearing the fence, before he picked out
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Top spot cricket

John Manning and Peter Francis shared a 172 run part-

Ollie Parsons top scored in the Ul5’s match on Satur-

day against Glen Alvie.

the fielder on the fence for a well-made
61 to have the Sharks in a good posi-
tion at 4/136 but with some work to do.
Asurumui joined Womersley at the
crease who was just cruising along.
Asurumui was looking to hit the
loose ball hard to fence while keeping
the good balls out and was running
hard between the wickets with Wom-

nership on Saturday in C2 Blue’s win over Glen Alvie.

John scored a run a ball 101 and Peter finished on 64.

ersley who was doing it easy with
some late cuts. Asurumui was out,
caught with the score on 200 with the
Sharks needing 19 runs off 24 balls.
Parsons and Womersley were trying
to score off every ball faced but some
tight bowling was making things hard.
Womersley worked one away to
bring up his well-deserved 100 that

kept the Sharks in touch all day.

When Parsons fell with the Sharks
still needing five runs off seven balls
Cleary came in joining Womersley.

Cleary got a single to get Womersley
back on strike, who hit a four and the
winning runs to finish not out on a bril-
liant 105, to get the win for the Sharks
who now sit back in the top four.

The Phillip Island Cricket Club fields three Under 12 teams ... giving about 30 aspiring young cricketers
an opportunity to play competitively in the district’s league competition every weekend. With a League
bye scheduled last weekend for Phillip Island sides, the Club took the opportunity to hold an intra club
match at its Rhyll ground. The Under 12s are pictured at the happy occasion with their team coaches
Ash Larcombe, Darryl Hughes and Tony Hornsby.

Pink stumps fundraiser returns

The Phillip Island District
Cricket Club is holding a Pink
Stumps fundraiser day on
February 13 to raise money
for the McGrath Foundation.

The clubs two C2 teams will
battle it out on the day and
Gillian Gilbert from “Wig
Sisters” is the event’s special
guest speaker.

There will also be delicious
food, fun for the kids, raffles,
drinks and music on offer, as
the club raises funds to help
make life a little bit easier for
individuals and families ex-
periencing breast cancer.

The Club has appealed to
local businesses to support
the event with donations of
funds, goods or food.

It is also hoping the com-
munity will get behind them,
don their best pink outfits
and come along on Sunday,

The Phillip Island District Cricket Club is holding a Pink
Stumps fundraiser day on February 13 to raise money for

the McGrath Foundation.

February 13 to enjoy a great
day for a wonderful cause.

If any local business is able to
help the club, they can contact
Kim Simrajh on 0417 527 645.

Anyone wanting more in-
formation on Pink Stumps

day can go to pinkstumpsday.
com.au.

To make a donation to the
cricket club’s fundraiser, visit
www.pinkstumpsday.com.
au/fundraisers/pidcc/pink-
stumps-day-event



Sage Goldsbury will be competing at the Phillip Island Pro QS1000 this week, alongside Sophie Fletcher and
Harry de Roth. Photo: Ethan Smith, World Surf League.

Phillip Island Pro hits
the waves this week

Three Phillip Island surfers will
be competing in this week’s Phillip
Island QS1000.

Sage Goldbury, Sophie Fletcher
and Harry de Roth have all been of-
fered wildcard entry into the event.

Tully Wylie from Jan Juc was
awarded a wildcard position for be-
ing crowned 2021 Victorian Open
State Champion.

Sophie Fletcher has been award-
ed a wildcard for placing runner up
after India Robinson declined her
position due to competing on the
Championship Tour in Hawaii.

Both surfers are seasoned Quali-
fying Series surfers with Fletcher
claiming the Mandurah Pro QS1000

in Western Australia in 2018.
Harry de Roth and Sage Goldbury
have been awarded the local wild-
card positions in conjunction with
the Phillip Island Boardriders Club.
De Roth and Goldbsury will have
the advantage of intimately know-
ing the waves across Phillip Island
putting them in an excellent posi-
tion against interstate competitors.
The Victorian Indigenous Wild-
card has been awarded to Anthony
Hume of Torquay. Hume was the
Australian Masters champion in
2018 and has been a key role model
for the Victorian Indigenous Surfing
Program since its inception in 1999.
“Ensuring Victorian surfers are

well represented on the internation-
al stage is a key part of our perfor-
mance pathway” said Surfing Victo-
ria CEO Adam Robertson.

“Events like the Phillip Island Pro
are an excellent way for our profes-
sional surfers to get experience and
gain points to qualify for the Chal-
lenge Series. The wildcards that
have been awarded will no doubt do
Victoria proud!”

The Phillip Island Pro QS1000 will
be run from February 10-13 at Cape
Woolamai.

Live scores, Results and Heat
Draws: www.worldsurfleague.com/
events/2022/wqs/3941/phillip-is-
land-pro

Photo courtesy of Liam Robertson, Surfing Victoria

Longboard titles return to Phillip Island

The Victorian Longboard Titles
event is set to return to Phillip Island
in 2022 after a one year hiatus in 2021.

Round 1 will be held on Phillip
Island on February 26 and 27. The
titles will conclude at the perfect
waves at Point Impossible on Victo-
ria’s Surf Coast on May 21 and 22.

The event isthe key pathway to the
Australian Longboard Titles held
in August each year that sees Vic-
torian Longboarders go up against
their interstate counterparts.

Over 80 competitors are expected
across both weekends including
former Australian Title holders Ben
Considine (Barwon Heads), Emma
Webb (Torquay), Greg Brown (Jan
Juc) and more.

Utilizing the wave rich region
at Phillip Island for the opening
round, the event’s primary location
will be Cape Woolamai with back
up venues to include Right Point,
Surfies Point, Penguin Parade and
Smiths Beach.

“The Victorian Longboard Titles
has a rich history of incredible surf-
ers and Victoria has proven itself
over the years to be one of the top
Longboard states in the country,”
said Surfing Victoria CEO Adam
Robertson.

“I look forward to seeing the best
Victorian Longboarders compete in
hopefully some incredible waves!”

Entries for both rounds are now
open via www.surfingvic.com/
events

Rhyll-Phillip Island Angling
Club fishing competition

The Yukers Group, a talented
band of musicians, played and
sang with the east wind to delight
all at the Rhyll-Phillip Island An-
gling Club (RPIAC) on Friday.

The event brought new faces,
good vibrations and smiles to the
area on the eve of the resumption
of the sixth RPIAC 2021/2022 an-
gling competition season.

Despite a weather forecast of
sunshine and daytime tempera-
tures in the mid-to-high 20s, the
easterly winds discouraged many
anglers.

The adage “wind from the east,
fish bite least” dissuaded some an-
glers, however other enthusiasts
embraced lumpy conditions from
land and water to test their mettle.

The Rhyll boat ramp webcam
confirmed parking was available
to those wanting a closer look, ei-
ther to experience the whitecaps or
the brief periods of calm.

Otherwise, there were opportu-
nities to seek shelter from the wind
and try to catch the elusive east
beast feast.

The RPIAC’s Extraordinary
Catch Incentives for eligible spe-
cies, caught by members on com-
petition weekends, remain banked.

None of these $1000 first-to-
catch prizes have been claimed
this season, although many are op-
timistic about catching an eligible
species that equals or exceeds the
nominated weight: King George
whiting (1000 grams), snapper (10
kilograms), gummy shark (20 kilo-
grams), mulloway (25 kilograms)
and kingfish (25 kilograms).

At the 5.30pm Sunday conclu-
sion of weigh-in, at the RPIAC
clubrooms, a total of 23 fish were
recorded by Russell Gallagher, the
RPIAC weigh-in master.

The eligible species included pin-
kie snapper, King George whiting,
flathead, salmon, and trevally.

This weekend’s competition
prizes were sponsored by Bendigo
Bank’s Community Bank Cowes
and the post-competition presenta-
tion gave anglers and supporters
an opportunity to re-engage and
share some fishy tales and shared
interests.

Ron Soolsma’s Sunday sausage
sizzle was supported by Baker’s
Delight Cowes and was enjoyed
by all.

Tom Grogan persisted in his
weekend fishing quest and was
awarded with a participation cer-
tificate for his tireless efforts in
the Squidgie category, for anglers
aged nine and under.

The reigning Squidgie Club
champion, Denver Firth, im-
pressed with a mixed bag of four
fish, worth 70 points, and was
awarded with the first prize.

The Junior Weight and Junior
Points competitions were a clean
sweep for Isabella Bland, who kept
fishing in lacklustre conditions
to finally triumph with a snapper
of 480 grams and a King George
whiting worth 714 points (255
grams), respectively.

The Senior Heaviest Weight
competitions were won by Dun-
can Firth and Carrianne Peatey,
weighing in a pair of snapper of
670 grams and 545 grams, respec-
tively.

King George whiting were the
species responsible for victories
in the Senior Points competitions,
Pat Gleeson had the best of the
weekend, worth 1596 points (570

Tom Grogan was awarded a
certificate of participation in the
Squidgie category for his per-
sistence whist fishing in tough
conditions.

Isabella Bland was awarded with
Junior Weight and Junior Points
prizes for her snapper and King
George whiting, respectively.

Denver Firth, the reigning Squid-
gie Club Champion, won the
Squidgies’ prize for a mixed bag
of 4 fish worth 70 points.

grams), and Carrianne Peatey’s
was also worthy, scoring 1176
points (420 grams).

The Senior shark competition
was uncontested.

The Secret Weight prize was
awarded to Kate Jinette, for trans-
forming a disappointing 255-gram
King George whiting (secret weight
262 grams) into a prize winner.

The RPIAC clubroom is located
adjacent to the Rhyll boat ramp
and is open to members and visi-
tors on Fridays (from 5pm) and
competition weekends coinciding
with weigh in.

The next angling competition
will be held over the weekend of
February 19 and 20.

For further information about
the club, events, competitions,
and rules, please visit the website:
www.rpiac.com

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31 | HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK
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All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct. No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.
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Victorious League T20 competition winners Phillip Island after defeating OMK in the final by 25 runs.
Back: Andrew Tolley, Henry Shawcross, Tom Keily, Brodie Johnston, Simon Kirton, Jarrod Black and Max Royal. Front: Shiran Rathnay-
ake, Eli Richards, Daniel Mock, Charith Keerthisinghe and Adam Miller.

T20 Premiers cruise to victory

After a rousing comeback
win in the semi-final against
Leongatha Town the Sharks
were playing OMK in the fi-
nal of the T20 competition
seeing the two sides face off
against each other twicein a
weekend.

The Sharks won the toss
electing to bat and opener
Shiran Rathnayake came to
the party. After his opening
partner Eli Richards failed
for the third time in two
days, Rathnayake and Mock
put on 101 runs in just nine
overs for the second wicket
with the former blasting 68
off just 32 balls.

When Mock was dismissed
shortly after the Sharks had
to rebuild before launching
again in the final few overs
posting a very health total
of 182.

With a big score to chase

HOME DELIVERY
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newsagency

ISSN 2200-100X

9llr 722001100002

OMK skipper Ryan Williams
come out swinging and was
consistently finding the
middle of the bat. Matching
the required run rate OMK
got to 72 before the loss of
their second wicket taken by
Charith Keerthisinghe who
again was pivotal finishing
with match figures of 1 for
16 off his four overs. The
turning point of the innings
was when Shiran Rathnay-
ake threw down the stumps
leaving Ryan Williams short
of his crease after a well-
made 69 off 39 balls. From
here the Sharks were able
to take regular wickets and
control the game cruising
into what ended up being a
25-run win. Post-game Shi-
ran Rathnayake was named
the man on the final after a
stellar performance with the
bat. Go Sharks.

T20 Man of the Match Shiran Rathnayake who made 68 off just 32 balls for
Phillip Island.

Max Royal being presented with the premiers T20 trophy.
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ALEX SCOTT

ANDSTAFF

43 BATMAN AVENUE, SURF BEACH

* Located on The Esplanade at Surf Beach with
superb views from Cape Woolamai to
Pyramid Rock
* Massive 3 bay garage with entry into the home
* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/3 cars
$2,500,000 to $2,750,000

292 PHILLIP ISLAND ROAD, SAN REMO

* Once in a lifetime property set on 33.5 acres
(approx.)

* Stunning 4 bedroom/2 bathroom
contemporary home

* Machinery shed, 4 dams and excellent fencing

AUCTION SATURDAY |12 MARCH

@ 2PM ON SITE

14 CLIFTON CRESCENT, COWES

* Near new designer home situated in the
Whytesands Estate
* Spacious fully fenced allotment of 654m?

(approx.)
* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$950,000

WE HAVE
CASH
BUYERS
READYTO
PURCHASE

NOW!

CALL US
TODAY FORA
FREE MARKET

APPRAISAL.

I 13aThompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

LK001498BG
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