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Mitch Burrows is writing a 400-plus page, non-profi t book, “A Field Guide to the Native Flora of Phillip Island ”. Perched with illustrator Tegan Carter amongst the spiky coastal 
hairy spinifex, Mitch is now calling on any community members who would like to share their own stories of local plants to get in contact with him. See page 10 for further details.

A 127-metre-long noise barrier 
will need to be installed at a pro-
posed future $12 million battery 
system on Gap Road to ensure it 
complies with decibel limits.

According to the planning per-
mit application for this project, 
currently open for public comment 
through the state government until 
January 28, a 10MWh lithium iron 
phosphate battery energy system is 
being proposed for the north-east 
corner of 380 Back Beach Road – 
effectively 100 Gap Road – on land 
owned by the Bass Coast Shire with 
the site to be leased from the shire.

The land was purchased by the 
shire in 2019 as a site for a future Phil-
lip Island Transfer Station and depot. 
At the time, the shire said only 4.5 
hectares of the 45-hectare site would 
be needed for the transfer station.

The proposed Phillip Island Com-
munity Energy Storage System 
(PICESS) will comprise a series of 
units in a 38m x 34m fenced com-
pound, connected to the electricity 
grid via underground cables, set-
back 20 metres from Gap Road.

No buildings are proposed on site 
with control units and other equip-
ment contained in kiosks/cabinets 

and a storage container.
Mondo won the right to deliver the 

battery for AusNet through a com-
petitive tender process and accord-
ing to Mondo while the battery stor-
age system is not renewable energy 
generation it will “help balance the 
fl uctuating power demand on the is-
land and support an increase in the 
uptake of renewable energy”.

“It is anticipated the battery will 
provide services to the community 
of Phillip Island for 10 to 15 years,” 
Mondo documents state.

“The battery will not provide 
power to the network when an out-

age occurs. Instead, the battery will 
provide short term performance 
improvements to the electricity 
supply. This service is particularly 
important during peak holiday pe-
riods, especially when there is hot 
weather.

“We also plan for this battery to 
enable new technologies and trials 
and increase the solar capacity on 
the island.”

Although the land falls under the 
Bass Coast Planning Scheme, the 
responsible authority for the plan-
ning permit is the State Planning 
Minister.

Noise, visual
The planning permit states a 3.5-me-

tre-high barrier along the northern 
boundary of the battery facility, 
about 300 metres south of Wimbledon 
Heights, will need to be made of tim-
ber, masonry or Colorbond steel.

A planning stage noise assess-
ment from the site states day noise 
limits should not exceed 45dB, eve-
ning 39dB, and night 34dB.

The assessment showed without a 
barrier noise limits could be exceed-
ed for homes on Ventnor Beach Road.

Continued page 14

$12 million ba� ery planned for Gap Road

Planting the 
seed of an idea
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Don’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

Cowes library services have been boosted 
following concerns by users of a second-rate 
system.

Since the Cowes library was closed and de-
molished in November, local residents say the 
replacement services fall short and islanders 
will not have access to full services for at least 
15 months once the new Cowes Cultural Centre 

is built and opened.
However last week Myli (My Community 

Library) announced the start of a new home 
library service, where “library volunteers and 
staff will build and maintain connections with 
community members who may not be able to 
visit their local library”.

Myli CEO Leanne Williams said library vol-
unteers will be offering delivery of materials to 
people who may be physically unable to visit the 
San Remo library for reasons ranging from lack 
of transport or mobility, through to caring du-
ties. The service can be temporary or ongoing. 

She said potential recipients were invited to 
register their interest for “this special, personal 
service”.

“Family members or support persons are wel-
come to enquire on behalf of someone they are 
caring for or supporting,” Leanne said.

“If there’s an available volunteer, recipients 
and volunteers are matched and a friendly re-
lationship often develops between a volunteer 
and a home library service client, because our 
volunteers appreciate how important library 
materials and reading is within our community.

“With the current temporary closure of the 
Phillip Island Library, we hope to recruit a 
volunteer team to work from the San Remo Li-
brary, to help us deliver this valuable service to 
those who may not be able to access the San 
Remo Library, or the ‘Click & Collect’ service 
offered through the PICAL location in Cowes.”

New services
Since the closure of Cowes, the San Remo 

library hours have been extended, open until 
6pm, Monday to Friday and Saturdays until 1pm.

For those unable to travel, a home delivery 

service via Australia Post is available and a 
click and collect service at PICAL in Church 
Street, Cowes (Tuesday afternoons from 1pm, 
Wednesdays until 2pm, Thursdays until 1pm 
and a returns chute will be available soon for 
after-hours returns).

“We understand this does cause some disrup-

tion to library patrons who may be regular visi-
tors to the Cowes library,” Michelle said.

As well as a wide selection of books (large 
print and standard print), magazines, DVDs, 
and audiobooks, Myli offers e-audiobooks, e-
books, e-magazines and online programs and 
events.  

Frustrations
In December Island Voice spokeswoman 

Linda Marston asked how library services to 
Phillip Island would be provided before the new 
cultural centre was built.

“It seems there is no plan to relocate Phillip 
Island’s library before the new CCC opens,” 
Linda said.

“Surely a temporary site should be found, so 
the library can provide the full range of servic-
es we need.”

Long-time library user Gill Scrase said the 
reduced library services would impact a large 
section of the community for many months.

“We have a growing Phillip Island commu-
nity and books are extremely important in our 
lives for all ages,” Gill said.

Cowes resident Sally Matthews said the li-
brary closure had left the most vulnerable in 
the community, such as the elderly and young 
mums, without resources.

“My mother said the other day, “the elderly 
are invisible “. She was referring to the service 
now offered by the library,” she said, adding 
that her mother lived in Rhyll where postal ser-
vices were difficult.

Cowes library services improved

Local resident Gayle Rowden has worked in libraries her whole life and loves them. She said 
even though the PICAL click and collect was “different from what everyone is used to, it’s 
fantastic having a place in Cowes where you can pick up your ‘on holds’ and return books”.
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FORTHCOMING AUCTION
29th Of January 2022 at 12pm

52-54 Thompson Avenue, 
Cowes, VIC, 3922
obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes
5952 5100

75 Veterans Drive, Newhaven

Beachfront Oasis 

- Amazing ocean views
- 20 acres of countryside
- 170m of absolute beach frontage
- Surrounded by native wildlife
- 10 minute drive to San Remo
- Existing 5 bedroom double storey home

Josh Dunstan
0407 558 933
joshua.dunstan@obre.com.au

Emma Spencer
0460 440 141
emma.spencer@obre.com.au
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Residents who live next to badly 
behaved short-term commercial 
holiday home renters have been 
left vulnerable this summer after 
anticipated new guidelines failed 
to eventuate.

After last summer there was an 
anecdotal increase in complaints 
from permanent residents who 
live next to “AirBnb party hous-
es”, with one group of visitors in 
Cowes causing $30,000 damage 
at their rental as well as a crime 
spree in Cowes.

Tradies reported that frustra-
tions from permanent neighbours 
boiled over, seeing some residents 
resort to surreptitiously turning 
the power off at next-door holiday 
rentals to keep the noise down.

Real estate agents, too, reported 

a rise in the number of problemat-
ic permanent commercial holiday 
leases – properties with no local 
manager – with one agent calling 
on the shire to convene a round-
table to “thrash out” solutions.

The concerns led Bass Coast 
Shire Cr Ronnie Bauer and Cr Le-
ticia Laing last April to draft the 
Short Stay Rental Accommoda-
tion bylaw and code of conduct.

The draft was based on a 
Mornington Peninsula Shire by-
law and code of conduct and pro-
posed car parking limits, bans 
on camping, publicly designated 
24/7 holiday home contacts, man-
dated larger red bins, and funds 
from shire registration directed 
to enforcement.

Continued page 4

There will be a clampdown on 
graffi ti, dangerous dogs, electric 
scooters, and even e-cigarettes 
under a raft of new local laws pro-
posed by Bass Coast Shire.

The shire is re-writing a vast 
swathe of its local laws, calling for 
community feedback until February 
13, with further feedback sought on 
the next stage, the draft Local Law.

The revision includes new items, 
such as a crackdown on badly 
behaved short-term commercial 
holiday home renters (see separate 
story); mandating businesses to pre-
vent abandoned shopping trolleys; 
and forcing drone and model plane 
operators have a permit to fl y.

However, there is less certainty 
about urban wind turbines, with 
outcry in Surf Beach in 2020 after a 
resident was set to build a 10.5-metre-
high turbine that required no permits.

“There are no existing avenues 
from a planning, building or envi-
ronmental perspective that permit 
council to prevent the construction 
of a domestic wind turbine,” the 
shire’s local law revision summary 
states.

“We are still exploring the areas 
(for domestic wind turbines) and 
are unsure whether these can be in-
cluded in our new Local Law.”

The shire is also exploring wheth-
er it is possible to strengthen laws 
around beekeeping.

In March last year Coronet Bay 
residents say they were scared to go 
into their own backyards due to bee 
swarms from a neighbour’s hives.

“The issue of beekeeping in resi-
dential areas is a growing source of 
complaints to council,” the local law 
review states.

The local law review is also seek-
ing to strengthen existing laws.

This includes:
• Camping on private land will be 

regulated;
• Owners will be required to tidy 

up unregistered vehicles, vehicle 
parts, machinery, boats, caravans, 
trailers and other types of vehicles 

on private property, as well as ship-
ping containers. Likewise for build-
ing waste and drainage;

• Property owners must keep their 
land graffi ti free, including ‘tags’, 
but excluding permitted graffi ti art;

• Where there are dilapidated 
and derelict buildings or dangerous 
structures landowners will be re-
quired to install temporary fencing 
whilst issues are being rectifi ed;

• What is and is not allowed on 
nature strip plantings will be clari-
fi ed, while unsightly or detrimental 
weeds must be cleaned up;

• New provisions to address ani-
mal noise and smells and new regu-
lations for dogs that have attacked 
in the past;

• Address the use of electric scoot-
ers, vehicles, skateboards, and e-
bikes;

• Improve the way advertising 
signs on private land are regulated; 
and

• Strengthen the defi nition of 
smoking to include vaping and e-
cigarettes.

Feedback
Shire Mayor Cr Michael Whelan 

said local laws must be reviewed 
every 10 years, to meet the needs of 
the community.

“The purpose of this review is to 
identify what is working well in our 
current Local Law, any gaps in the 
legislation and new and emerging 
issues to be incorporated into the 
Local Law,” Cr Whelan said.

He said there was a summary of 
key laws that will be changed, de-
leted or added to.

“We welcome feedback on the pro-
posed changes, as well as anything 
that is in our current Local Law 
or anything that you think may be 
missing. This will help us to draft a 
new Local Law that meets our com-
munity’s needs,” Cr Whelan said.

“Local Laws address local issues 
to improve public safety, enhance 
the liveability of our neighbour-
hoods and protect public assets.

www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/local-
law

‘Party’ holiday rentals 
clampdown delay

Swathe of new local laws proposed

Despite howls of protest in Surf Beach in 2020, the shire’s local law revi-
sion summary states “there are no existing avenues from a planning, 
building or environmental perspective that permit council to prevent 
the construction of a domestic wind turbine”.

The proposed bylaw and code of conduct would ensure short-term 
commercial holiday home party houses would have mandated larger 
red bins to deal with their red bin overfl ow.
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Specialising in real estate sales, permanent and holiday rentals,  
commercial sales and leasing, as well as body corporate management.

OBrien Real Estate Judith Wright prides itself on being driven to achieve success,  
but we’re also a company of genuine, committed individuals who work together as one team to help 
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a level of service that is unmatched within the highly competitive real estate marketplace.

Contact our award winning team for assistance with all your real estate needs.
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Parts of Phillip Island had minor 
flooding on Friday after heavy rain 
saw drains fail to cope.

While other parts of Victoria 
received significant rainfall on 
Wednesday and Thursday, Phillip 
Island missed out, with even Wont-
haggi receiving a drenching.

But we quickly made up for it on 
Friday, with some parts of the island 
receiving up to 30mm in a short pe-
riod of time.

Residents around Cowes, Surf 
Beach and Sunderland Bay report-
ed minor flooding, while the Cowes 
main street around the medical 
centre and the BP service station 
turned into a lake.

Sheep farmer Martin Grachan, 
who has a property in the middle of 
Phillip Island, has kept rain records 
for 20 years.

Martin said the rain was welcome 
with Phillip Island not receiving 
any significant drenching since 
mid-November.

“All up we had about 770mm by 
mid-November, which is about the 
average, but after that we received 
very little, just one, two or maybe 
four millimetres,” Martin said.

“So it was lucky we had a wet 
2021.”

He said rainfall often split to the 
north and south of Phillip Island, 
missing us entirely.

“I’m not sure why, but it can head 
north to Stony Point and Pakenham 
and south to Wonthaggi,” he said, 
adding Rhyll and Newhaven tended 
to get more rain than Cowes.

Martin said farmers had cut plen-
ty of hay this year and a few hot 
days had managed to kill the worm 
eggs in the soil, which is good news 
for livestock farmers.

“I’ll still need to drench the sheep 
but the heat means there will be bet-
ter results from the drenching.”

He added farmers always looked to 
St Patrick’s Day for an autumn break.

Water levels at Candowie reservoir 
dropped to 89 per cent last week, ac-
cording to Westernport Water.

This Sunderland Bay property had their drain, yard and driveway cop a heavy downpour last Friday.

Welcome rains drench island

‘Party’ holiday rentals 
clampdown delay

From page 3
Last week Cr Bauer said he had 

hoped the bylaw would have been 
operational by this summer, how-
ever he had been told by shire of-
ficers the timeline including public 
consultation would be in the first 
half of 2022, with the bylaw ready 
by June (see separate story).

“It has been a very frustrating 
process that has dragged along,” 
Cr Bauer told the Advertiser.

“I’ve been told that a consultant 
needs to redraft our entire Local 
Law policy because it’s a statutory 
requirement under Victorian legis-
lation.”

New local law
The proposed new local law will 

aim to:
• Regulate the control and use of 

short stay rental accommodation;
• Ensure an appropriate stan-

dard of management;
• Minimise the risk of affecting 

the peace of neighbours;
• Implement a registration and 

renewal requirement;
• Include a ‘maximum stay’ du-

ration;
• Ensure any waste is managed 

to protect the environment.
Cr Bauer said the draft bylaw 

would be far-reaching.
“It will give the neighbours some 

recourse to the owner or the agent 
if something goes wrong, but also 
rules about what is and is not al-
lowed, such as if you have a three-
bedroom house you can’t have 30 
people stay.”

$16,000 refund
Meanwhile, CEO Ali Wastie has 

confirmed the shire has refunded 
$16,000 in fees already collected 
between July 1, 2021, and Decem-
ber 31, 2021 from the shire’s holi-

day home register.
The register was started as a 

way to deal with resident com-
plaints from neighbouring short-
term holiday home rentals more 
than a decade ago.

Ms Wastie said register fees had 
been refunded to holiday home-
owners while the review of the Lo-
cal Law was being carried out.

“The current Local Law review 
provides the opportunity to explore 
options to achieve more effective 
management of holiday homes and 
associated issues,” Ms Wastie said.

“Placing a temporary hold on fee 
collection and reviewing the pro-
gram within the Local Law will al-
low council to look at how the en-
tire registration process can work 
better for the local community.”

The annual fees from the reg-
ister are provided to Destination 
Gippsland (DGL) and Destination 
Phillip Island (DPI), to support 
tourism industry development and 
events.

“DGL and DPI have not been 
adversely impacted as council has 
funded what would have normally 
been collected from registrations,” 
Ms Wastie said.

“This review gives us the op-
portunity to address a number of 
community concerns raised with 
us, such as short stay accommoda-
tion issues. The new Local Law is 
anticipated to be adopted by Coun-
cil by June 2022.”

She added the review would 
bring the fees in line with the fi-
nancial year (currently collected 
by calendar year).

Cr Bauer said he did not under-
stand why fees had been refunded 
and the register was a way to keep 
track of holiday rental owners.

“The current register is better 
than none at all.”
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Before heading out to one of 
Victoria’s beautiful beaches, 
national parks or camping 
grounds this summer, let’s stay 
prepared and safe by planning 
ahead first.

Be ready for more visitors and 
long waits at busy locations. 
Know how to keep safe when 
swimming, hiking, camping or 
boating so we can safely enjoy 
the great outdoors together.

Remember, if you feel unwell, 
get tested as quickly as 
possible and isolate until you 
get a negative result.

For more information go to  
vic.gov.au/summer-safety

Authorised by the Victorian Government,  
1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Prepare yourself 
this summer.

Plan ahead. 
Be patient. 

Stay COVIDSafe. 

vic.gov.au/summer-safety

Signs on the Bass Highway op-
posing sandmining in the Grant-
ville forest were again mysteriously 
pulled down over Christmas.

Save Western Port Woodlands 
(SWPW) members have pointed the 
finger at sand mining companies, 
saying it is the second time in as 
many weeks.

Spokesman Tim O’Brien said 
most of the signs were removed in 
the night.

“If it’s the miners, it shows this 
group is desperate to shut down 
community discussion about the 
damage they’re doing in that vul-
nerable coastal forest.

“If the sand miners think that 
stealing signs is going to deter op-
position to their activities within 
that forest, they have underestimat-
ed the strength of feeling in the Bass 

Coast community.”
Mr O’Brien said the woodlands 

were the “last left standing in the 
Bass Coast and Western Port re-
gion”.

“We call on the Minister for Plan-
ning Mr Richard Wynne and Minis-
ter for Resources Ms Jaala Pulford 
to stop this environmental vandal-
ism; these rare coastal woodlands 
must not be lost to supply sand 
for Melbourne construction,” Mr 
O’Brien said.

SWPW convenor Catherine Wat-
son said they would not be deterred 
by the theft of a few signs.

“We invite the Ministers to join 
our group for a walk in that forest 
corridor, to have a look at the dam-
age being done, and to reconsider 
the work authorities allow,” Ms 
Watson said.

A Grantville sandmining company 
will be investigated by the Victorian 
mining industry regulator after the 
alleged removal of hundreds of ma-
ture trees in Grantville.

The Save Western Port Woodlands 
(SWPW) group said they alerted 
Bass Coast Shire to the removal of 
two large strips of forest on a pro-
posed sand mining site within the 
Grantville forest.

At the December council meeting, 
SWPW member Neil Rankine asked 
if the shire had given permission to 
the Barro Group to clear “what ap-
peared to be” a 2000 metre strip of 
native vegetation, adding up to about 
five hectares.

SWPW member Tim O’Brien also 
asked whether the tree removal was 
authorised.

“Does this operator have approval 
for this destruction of woodland hab-
itat,” Mr O’Brien asked.

“Will council and officers investi-
gate this forest clearing and take ac-
tion if this activity is unauthorised?”

Shire CEO Ali Wastie said officers 
would investigate.

“The matter has been referred to 
Earth Resources Regulator,” Ms 
Wastie said.

Mr O’Brien told the Advertiser if 
the forest removal was unauthor-
ised, it showed “bloody-minded dis-
regard for the environment”.

“We have made an official com-
plaint to council,” he said.

“Our understanding, however, 
is that if a work authority is not in 
place, this matter falls under coun-
cil powers relating to the protection 
of native vegetation under the Plan-
ning Scheme.

Mr O’Brien said the Save Western 
Port Woodlands group had written 
to Melbourne Water to investigate 
if the Barro Group had breached 
Victorian statutes relating to Crown 
Land vegetation.

“The destruction of forest extends 
to the edge of the Bass River, and, 
prima facie, would appear to have 
strayed onto crown land, which 

would constitute a breach.
“We call on the Minister Jaala Pul-

ford to put a stop to this. We remain 
totally opposed to this destruction 
of vulnerable coastal forest and of 
such fragile disappearing habitat.”

Dandy Premix
In 2020 State Planning Minister 

Richard Wynne used his powers to 
override the shire and call in plans 
by another miner, Dandy Premix, 
to expand their mine, convening a 
planning panel last March to advise 
on the application.

There has been no indication 
when Mr Wynne will make a deci-
sion.

If successful Dandy’s open cut 
mine will operate for up to 40 years 
and remove the equivalent of eight 
MCGs worth of vegetation.

It would also see 120 trucks every 
day use the Bass Highway using 
new traffic lights, which residents 
say adds up to about four hours of 
stoppage on the highway.

Investigation into sandmine tree removal
Save Western Port Woodlands spokesman Tim O’Brien with felled mature gums at the Barro site.

Anti-sandmine signs 
pulled down

Save Western Port Woodlands members Catherine Watson, Neil Ran-
kine and Ed Thexton with the sign opposing sandmining.
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Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.

Council Update

 Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903 Wonthaggi | PO Box 118, Wonthaggi  
 VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or via the National Relay Service on 13 36 77 
 basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au     www basscoast.vic.gov.au 

Have your say on Local Law Review

Council is currently reviewing its Local Law to ensure it continues to meet community 
needs. This review aims to identify what is working well, find any gaps in legistlation 
and to create new items to address new and emerging issues.

A Summary of Key Changes has been drafted, which highlights proposed changes to 
the Local Law. We welcome feedback on these proposed changes, as well as anything 
that is in our current Local Law or anything that you think may be missing.

You can review this document, our current Local Law (2012), have your say on proposed 
changes and suggest any new items by visiting www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/locallaw

This draft document is available for feedback from 10 January until 13 February 2022. 

www.phillipislandfn.com.au OPEN 7 DAYS    
60 Thompson Ave, Cowes  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED
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IDEAL LOCATION/PERFECT BEACH HOUSE

THE GREAT ENTERTAINER

FOR SALE  $929,000
1 Ibsley Place, Cowes
This extremely large family home has 
all the attributes you could require 
for the perfect family home or beach 
house. The high ceilings and an enter-
taining area which flow from the living 
area just add to this ideal setting. Walk 
to the beach or just relax at home. Set 
over a single level which is ideal for all 
ages, take advantage of all Phillip is-
land has to offer. The home could eas-
ily be the perfect investment, there is 
a huge shortage of permanent rental 
or holiday rental.

For sale $890,000 – $959,000
52 Grampian Boulevard, Cowes
This beautifully presented residence 
has genuine appeal from the moment 
you set foot onto the property. Very 
much designed to sit comfortably in 
its coastal setting. The main focus 
of the dwelling is the large living & 
kitchen areas. Complete with 4 large 
bedrooms, ensuite & WIR to Main, 
there’s plenty of room for everyone. 
The property takes full advantage of 
the north facing aspect with the large 
undercover alfresco area perfect for 
entertaining family and friends. This 
property is maintenance free and is 
only  minutes to Cowes shopping 
centre and beaches.

The tourism industry will need to create all-
seasons attractions because of rising sea levels 
and destructive storms, according to a new re-
port examining the impact of climate change 
on Gippsland.

The Gippsland Regional Climate Change Ad-
aptation Strategy, released by the state govern-
ment at the end of December, does not focus on 
reducing greenhouse emissions, but instead 
is about helping the community and business 
adapt to the changing climate.

The strategy states there is “very high confi-
dence” sea levels will continue to rise through 
the 21st century following an average rate of 
rise of 2.1 mm/yr between 1966 and 2009.

At Inverloch, for example, it is expected that 
by the 2050s the sea level will rise by about 
24cm (4mm/yr) compared to the 1990s.

“The expansive Gippsland coast features ar-
eas and habitats that are highly vulnerable to 
impacts and erosion triggered by sea level rise 
and storm surge events,” the strategy states.

As a consequence, the tourism industry, in 
particular, faces “multiple challenges”.

“The impacts of rising sea levels and destruc-
tive storms place the attractions and commu-
nities along our region’s coastline at risk and 
could heavily affect visitation throughout holi-
day and summer periods.

“Many operators and communities that have 
previously relied heavily on seasonal visitation 
are working towards the opportunities avail-
able by making changes and planning to pro-
vide year-round products and attractions.”

The strategy says the tourism industry needs 
to diversify with year-round, resilient tourism 
projects, while there should be support for the 
tourism sector to plan for extreme events.

“Climate change will impact each part of 
Gippsland differently. All parts of the commu-
nity, business, government and industry will 
need to be involved in some way to best pre-
pare, respond and adapt.”

Bushfire, rain
According to the strategy, Leongatha and 

nearby areas had up to three days over 35C 
between 1986 and 2005, and two heatwaves, 
but by the 2070s it is predicted the town will 
have 15 days over 35C and seven heatwaves, 
while there will also be less rain, with between 
856mm and 1095mm by the 2070s.

“The bushfires of summer 2019/20 serve as a 

recent example that our fire danger periods are 
projected to lengthen and start earlier,” it states.

“Tourism operators have experienced dif-
ficulty in attracting visitors following events 
such as bushfires, even those areas that have 
not been impacted by fire. Days of higher fire 
danger also impact the tourism sector as some 
operators implement planned closures or visi-
tors choose not to travel if it isn’t essential.”

Longer and hotter periods will also increase 
the chance of drought and the supply of water, 
with risks including blue green algal blooms, 
nutrient loads, pollution and contaminants.

Economy, health
The strategy explains potential threats to re-

gional economies are broad, including impacts 
on infrastructure, population relocation, loss of 
work due to extreme heat, and increases in the 
price of food.

“Although the most severe and full extent of 
these threats may be decades away, it will be 
important to communicate these threats, build 
understanding and commence appropriate 
planning.”

Temperature increases and reduced rainfall 
will “greatly impact” agriculture, including 
dairy, horticulture, and cropping.

Emergency services will also be stretched re-
sponding to events from coastal inundation to 
flooding, while human health impacts will in-
clude heat stress, mental health challenges, air 
pollution from bushfires, water-borne diseases 
in drinking water and even diseases transmit-
ted from mosquitos to humans from changes to 
mosquito breeding habitat.

“The impacts of climate change are evident 
across Gippsland. Current projections show 
that the impacts will increase in frequency and 
severity over the coming decades. 

“Without immediate planning and action, 
we’ll face significant impacts upon our built 
and natural environment, increased costs to 
build resilience and threats to our regional 
economy.”

The strategy focuses on planning for climate 
impacts, with previous reports dedicated to re-
ducing emissions and examining the science, in-
cluding the Gippsland Climate Projections 2019.

“Future climate change scenarios are possible 
futures and not predictions,” it adds. “Climate 
projections can help guide our decisions on 
identifying and preparing for future risks.”

Sea level: Around the Australian coastline 
levels rose at an average rate of 2.1mm/yr be-
tween 1966 and 2009. From 1993 to 2009, this 
increased to 3.1mm/yr. Sea levels are expect-
ed to continue rising through the 21st century 
(very high confidence).

Temperatures: By the 2030s, increases in 
daily maximum temperature of 0.9C to 1.8C 
(since the 1990s) are expected. Maximum 
and minimum daily temperatures will con-
tinue to increase over this century.

Bushfires: More dramatic events are likely 
to occur more frequently and with greater 
severity. Fire weather has become more dan-
gerous in southern Australia since the mid-

1900s. Fire seasons have become longer and 
started earlier over this time. This is likely to 
continue, with the severity of ongoing chang-
es dependent on the emissions pathway that 
the world follows.

Rainfall: will continue to be very variable 
over time, but over the long term it is expected 
to continue to decline in winter and spring 
(medium to high confidence) and autumn (low 
to medium confidence), but with some chance 
of little change. Extreme rainfall events are 
expected to become more intense on average 
through the century (high confidence) but re-
main very variable in space and time.

Source: Gippsland Climate Projections 2019

Rising sea levels – as shown by this picture in Cowes east - will risk tourism through holiday 
and summer periods, states the new Gippsland Regional Climate Change Adaptation Strategy.

Climate change will hit tourism businesses

Gippsland climate projections
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Kids visit FREE*

Book tickets online
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*Children under 16 years of age receive free admission to Healesville Sanctuary, Melbourne Zoo and Werribee Open Range Zoo on weekends, Victorian public holidays and Victorian Government school holidays.

Western Port will be monitored 
for dangerous marine pests, ac-
cording to the company behind 
the half-billion-dollar hydrogen 
trial currently being carried out 
on the bay.

Starting in March 2021, the Hy-
drogen Energy Supply Chain Pi-
lot Project (HESC) is the largest 
hydrogen demonstration project 
in the world, with Latrobe Valley 
brown coal turned into hydro-
gen gas, transported to the Port 
of Hastings, liquefi ed, cooled to 
-253C and shipped to Japan. 

Westernport and Peninsula 
Protection Council (WPPC) and 
eight environment groups have 
been calling for the company, Ka-
wasaki Heavy Industries, to con-
duct their own marine pest sur-
veys as part of the hydrogen trial.

A spokeswoman for Kawasaki 
last week confi rmed to the Ad-
vertiser a marine survey would 
assess shipping movements of its 
ship, Suiso Frontier (pictured), at 
the Port of Kobe in Japan and at 
the Port of Hastings for the risk 
of pests.

The Suiso Frontier measures 
116 metres in length and weighs 
about 8000 tonnes and is expect-
ed in Western Port any time be-
tween now and March, she said.

If ballast water needed to be 
discharged at Hastings, a water 
treatment facility would be in-
stalled on the ship to ensure bal-
last water was treated prior to be-
ing released.

“This would prevent the spread of 
foreign marine species to the Port 
of Hastings,” the company said.

Separate survey
Meanwhile, WPPC and Save 

Westernport were awarded joint 
funding for their own marine 

pest survey project, carried out 
last year, which found Western 
Port’s marine environment was 
“still free from the most invasive 
pest species”.

“Our concern was that Kawasa-
ki was due to begin its hydrogen 
export trial without addressing 
the risk of introducing invasive 
marine pests into Westernport 
Bay,” WPPC’s Karri Giles said.

“We oppose plans for the pi-
lot to proceed to the commercial 
stage that would require the long-
term shipping of hydrogen ex-
ports from the Port of Hastings 
to Japan.

“We welcome Kawasaki’s 
agreement to monitor for inva-
sive pests during and after their 
hydrogen shipping trial.”

She said the two worst pests 
were the Northern Pacifi c Seast-
ar and Undaria or Japanese kelp, 
which “can outcompete, overtake 
and decimate marine ecosys-
tems”.

“To avoid bringing them into 
Westernport we must stop hydro-
gen exports to Japan.

“It is essential that this threat is 
taken seriously, so that Western-

port Bay remains pest free.”
A single discovery of Japa-

nese kelp was near Flinders pier, 
which was removed with no fur-
ther fi ndings, while Northern 
Pacifi c Seastar outbreaks have 
been found and removed in the 
Gippsland region.

Tourism
If the HESC pilot is successful, 

multi-billion-dollar commercial-
scale operations would start in 
the 2030s.

“The primary aim of the HESC 
pilot phase is to demonstrate that 
hydrogen can be produced using 
Latrobe Valley coal and be trans-
ported to Japan,” Kawasaki said.

The pilot has the support of the 
Victorian, Commonwealth and 
Japanese governments.

President of the Phillip Island 
Conservation Society Jeff Nottle 
said more than one million tour-
ists visit Phillip Island each year 
“do not come to see an industrial 
waterway”.

“Heavy industries and eco-tour-
ism do not co-exist and Phillip Is-
land recognises that the environ-
ment is our economy,” he said.

Western Port bay has a new ally after 
fi ve conservation groups have come to-
gether to form a new alliance.

The Westernport Conservation Group 
was created last month to protect the bay 
from industrial threats.

It includes the Phillip Island Conserva-
tion Society, Environment Victoria, West-
ernport Biosphere, Victorian National 
Parks Association and Save Westernport.

PICS president Jeff Nottle said his 
group has been at the forefront of estab-
lishing the new alliance.

“The WCG group is seeking to ensure 
the marine and coastal environment of 
Westernport Bay are effectively managed 
and restored, and legally protected now 
and for future generations and that its 
environmentally sustainable economy is 
assured,” Jeff said.

“Currently management of Western 
Port is fragmented and there is no overall 
guiding framework. This presents risks 
in the form of inappropriate industrial de-
velopment.”

Jeff said WCG had formed after suc-
cessfully fi ghting two campaigns in the 
last six years, including the recent battle 
to stop AGL’s gas plant.

“WCG recognises community senti-
ment for preventing industrialisation is 

very strong as was recently shown in the 
campaign against AGL who were seeking 
to discharge millions of litres of contami-
nated water into Westernport.

“The community lodged over 10,000 
submissions to the EES hearing into the 
AGL proposal. This was the largest num-
ber of submissions ever lodged for an EES 
and only the second time in 43 years that 
the EES stopped the project.”

He said the group would be engaging 
widely with traditional owners and key 
stakeholders in 2022 and will have a fi nal 
position in the fi rst half of the year.

“While we meet weekly via zoom we 
are not in a position to engage more wide-
ly at this stage. Further information will 
be available in the near future.”

Jeff said currently there were numer-
ous bodies, authorities and councils who 
had management responsibilities includ-
ing the Catchment Management Author-
ity, Melbourne Water, Parks Victoria who 
look after parks and reserves, local coun-
cils which manage foreshore areas, De-
partment of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning which manage the marine 
environment and planning approvals, 
and the Victorian Fisheries Authority, 
which manage commercial and recre-
ational fi shing.

Western Port bay has a new ally fi ghting for its protection. The Westernport Con-
servation Group, formed after successfully fi ghting two campaigns in the last six 
years, including the recent battle to stop AGL’s gas plant.

New group will 
fi ght for Western PortA marine pest survey will assess shipping movements of this ship, 

the Suiso Frontier, between the Port of Kobe in Japan and the Port 
of Hastings, to ensure Western Port bay remains pest free.

Marine pests would 
‘decimate’ Western Port
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26TH JAN 2022
WHERE: National Vietnam Veterans Museum
25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven, Phillip Island

SHOW STARTS: 7:30pm PREMIUM TICKET: $65
GENERAL ADMISSION $55 
Beer, wine and soft drinks available at reasonable 
prices and your ticket includes a complimentary 
snack pack. Bar will open at 7:00pm and the show 
starts at 7:30pm

Call 03 5956 6400 for more information
www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org    NationalVietnamVetsMuseum

BOOK ONLINE
www.trybooking.com/BWJWE

LIVE AT THE NVVM

GET IN QUICK AS THIS PROVES 

TO BE A VERY POPULAR EVENT.

The Andy Scott Quintet – featuring 
an ex Daddy Cool drummer – makes a 
return for the Phillip Island Jazz lunch 
and show on Sunday, January 16.

Jazz secretary Jill Boyce said Andy 
was a favourite of the group and had 
played the January gig for the past 
few years.

“Once again we look forward 
to welcoming this fantastic group 
back,” Jill said.

The quintet consists of Andy Scott 
(bass and vocals), Stephen Grant (pi-
ano), Justin Fermino (tenor sax), Matt 
Kirsch (guitar) and ex Daddy Cool 
drummer Gary Young.

“Four of the group have had regular 
club gigs and Justin Fermino – who 
performed at the Festival in 2016 with 

Cope Street Parade – is now perform-
ing at many gigs in Melbourne.

“It will be great to have him back on 
the Island.”

Cost will be $40 per head for lunch 
and show, which also includes a com-
plimentary beer, wine or soft drink.

Covid restrictions in place at the 
time will apply and lunch will be 
served between 1-2pm.

Jill said numbers of those attending 
will be required by tomorrow, Thurs-
day, January 13.

The venue will be the outdoor din-
ing area of Flametrees Restaurant at 
Ramada Resort, 2128 Phillip Island 
Road, Cowes.

Please arrange for your tickets ear-
ly to avoid disappointment.

Advance payments will once again 
be required: contact Robin – 0432 814 
407 or Jill – 0417 416 300.

Another event for the diary: vocalist 
Sarah Maclaine will be performing, 
supported by the Tod Sidney group on 
February 20, with an outdoor lunch 
and show at Flametrees Restaurant.

On December 19 the Phillip Island 
Jazz conducted its Jazz Extravagan-
za and “what a day it was”.

“Three outstanding groups pro-
vided six hours of wonderful musical 
entertainment,” Jill said.

“An almost capacity crowd showed 
their enthusiasm with rousing sup-
port for each of the groups with a cou-
ple of standing ovations thrown in.

“What a way to fi nish 2021.”

The Leongatha art and photogra-
phy show opens on Saturday, Janu-
ary 15 and runs until February 5.

Leongatha Rotary received over 
500 entries for the art show, which 
promises to continue to be the major 
art show in the region. The entries 
cover all categories of art and pho-
tography including Youth and All 
Abilities.

The judge this year is well known 
artist, Janice Orchard, whose works 
are hanging throughout the world in-
cluding Parliament House.

The show is now in its successful 

45th year which has given opportu-
nity for local and indeed artists from 
all over the country to display and 
sell their works. 

In those 45 years over 25,000 works 
have been displayed. It has also been 
a major drawcard for people to visit 
the show and spend time in the re-
gion. 

The show is open every day from 
10am to 4pm, entry is $5 per person.

Covid requirements and restric-
tions will apply to the show, so people 
will need to comply with those re-
quirements to gain entry.

The Andy Scott Quintet is performing at the Ramada Resort on January 16, presented by the Phillip Island Jazz club.

Quintet returns to Phillip Island

The Leongatha art and photography show opens on Saturday, January 
15 and runs until February 5. It is open every day from 10am to 4pm and 
entry is $5 per person.

Leongatha art show 
opens this weekend
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6.30 - 9.30PM
Every night over the school holidays until 26/1/22

Minimum four per lane  

$25 UNLIMITED
BOWLING LAZER TAG AND TABLE TENNIS

5952 3977
SETTLEMENT ROAD,  COWES

PHILLIP ISLAND PHILLIP ISLAND 
TENPIN BOWLINGTENPIN BOWLING

 The new Silverwaters Vineyard range 
was launched this year, featuring a Pinot 
Gris and a Cabernet Shiraz, The Pinot 
Gris has now sold out and the 2021 Char-
donnay and Pinot Noir will be available 
soon. There will also be a new mixed 6 
and mixed 12 pack available soon.

“Everything under the Silverwaters la-
bel is from our single site vineyard in San 
Remo. We don’t blend.”

The wine is sold through the vineyard’s 
online store, which offers free local deliv-
ery, with no minimum purchase. The free 
delivery covers a huge area from Lang 
Lang to Phillip Island and all the way to 
Inverloch, including the towns in between.

People can order ahead and have the 
wine delivered to their home, their holiday 
house, caravan park or hotel.

Silverwaters Vineyard also stocks a 
“project series”, called the Malusa Project.

“This is wine we have sourced from 
elsewhere, of varieties that we don’t grow. 
We’ve collaborated with other wine makers 
from different regions within Australia.”

All orders are gift wrapped and can be 
shipped Australia wide.

You can follow our story on Facebook 
and Instagram, and order online at 
silverwatersvineyard.com.au

Silverwaters Vineyard

www.silverwatersvineyard.com.au
ORDER WINE ONLINE

� FREE LOCAL DELIVERY �
~ GUARANTEED NEXT DAY ~

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

� FREE SHIPPING Australia wide •
ON 6 OR MORE BOTTLES

COMING 
SOON!

SCAN HERE TO 
ORDER WINE

LK02010AA

Nature Parks ranger Susan Spicer 
has become renowned in the conser-
vation world after discovering not 
one – but three – never previously re-
corded plant species on Phillip Island.

Last October Susan was work-
ing on the Summerlands Peninsula 
when she came across the tiny yel-
low twisted sun orchid, a new record 
for Phillip Island, which is now re-
corded in the Atlas of Living Aus-
tralia.

“It was an exciting fi nd because 
while there are records of them in 
other parts of southern Australia, 
it’s rare to Phillip Island and was 
not found in any previous vegetation 
surveys,” says Susan, who is one of 
the longest-serving rangers after 
three decades at Nature Parks.

“When I found it I was like ‘wow, 
it’s yellow’, because that group of or-
chids has mostly blue or purple fl ow-
ers with a couple of species of pink 
or yellow.”

But on top of that eureka moment, 
Susan in the same month discovered 
another rare fi nd: a pale grass lily in 
the Rhyll wetlands, which is listed 
on the Victorian rare or threatened 
species list.

“That one too is rare to Phillip Is-
land and something never found 
here before. There’s also not a huge 
number of records for it in Victoria.

“Around the same time I found an-
other species, which isn’t rare in Vic-
toria but has never been recorded on 
Phillip Island before, the rough bush 
pea.

“To fi nd three in a few months is a 

pretty rare event in itself.”
There are about 23 rare and threat-

ened plants recorded on Phillip Is-
land and many more species consid-
ered locally rare, she says.

Long service
The discoveries were all the more 

special given Susan’s long associa-
tion with Nature Parks.

She grew up on the Mornington 
Peninsula but moved to Phillip Is-
land to work at the fi rst Grand Prix 
in 1988.

“I worked in the Motor Sport Hall 
of Fame but then it closed because 
at that time Phillip Island lost the 
Grand Prix event.”

So Susan then went to work at the 
Nobbies, when it was just a quaint 
weatherboard kiosk, long before it 
was demolished to become the cur-
rent major Nobbies attraction.

“At that point there was no Nature 
Parks and I worked for the Penguin 
Reserve Committee of Management.

“I was absolutely heartbroken 
when they shut the old kiosk because 
it was such a great relic of a previous 
era and the locals would even be out 
there in the dead of winter to enjoy 
the view and the wildlife while hav-
ing a cup of tea.

“Mind you it certainly needed an 
upgrade in sanitation. The staff toilet 
facilities were still the old tin can.”

She became a ranger in 1992, in 
those days “wearing multiple hats”, 
from school talks to fox trapping and 
hosting the Penguin Parade.

“There were a lot fewer staff then 

too, different management, a differ-
ent era.”

Nature Parks was created in 1996 
and staff were required to manage 
a much larger chunk of land, from 
Cape Woolamai, along the south 
coast, Churchill Island and Koala 
Conservation Reserve.

“Like the whole island, Nature 
Parks has changed a lot in 30 years 
and there have been some amazing 
achievements in conservation.”

We can help
Now in her role as environment 

ranger Susan works in the conser-

vation team and is an authorised of-
fi cer, overseeing public compliance 
with Nature Parks regulations.

Her passion, though, is to protect 
rare and threatened plants, in 2019 
creating three recovery action plans 
to protect fi ve threatened and rare 
plants, which includes such actions 
as guarding them against browsing 
from wildlife.

“We’ve had to complete ropes ac-
cess training because some of the 
plants live on cliffs and protecting 
them can be tricky. We recently in-
stalled exclusion fencing down a 
cliff face to protect the critically en-
dangered crimson berry from being 
eaten by wallabies.”

Even on her days off Susan will 
travel off the island to search out and 
study plants and says she was sur-
prised by her recent fi nds.

“It’s amazing they are even still 
growing here given the pressures on 
the environment, let alone the fact 
they haven’t been found before.

“Besides their intrinsic value and 
beauty, these plants are an impor-
tant part of the ecosystem. They have 
relationships with other plants, bugs 
and fungi and the more indigenous 
species we can retain the healthier 
our whole environment will be.

“We can all do our bit by remov-
ing environmental weeds from our 
gardens, going to the Barb Martin 
Bushbank to obtain native species, 
admiring plants in the wild with-
out trampling them and respecting 
the fact it’s pretty amazing they are 
there.”

� ree rare island discoveries

Susan Spicer is one of the longest-
serving rangers at Nature Parks, 
having fi rst worked at the original 
weatherboard kiosk at the Nobbies 
in the 1980s.

This yellow twisted sun orchid is 
rare to Phillip Island and recently 
discovered here. There are about 23 
rare and threatened plants record-
ed on Phillip Island and many more 
species considered locally rare.
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Melaleuca Lodge Auxiliary Summer Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
Watchorn Road Cowes  |  0437 949 029

Gift Vouchers Available

Monday 27th December 2021 – 
Saturday 29th January 2022

10am – 1pm Daily  |  Closed New Years Day
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Melaleuca Lodge Auxiliary Summer Book Sale

Watchorn Road Cowes  |  0437 949 029

Monday 27th December 2021 – 

Closed New Years Day
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RHYLL TWILIGHT MARKETS 4pm-8pm  Jan 14
RHYLL PARK, LOCK ROAD
Bring the whole family!

Club of
Phillip Island &
San Remo

in conjunction with
Rhyll Community Association

Clothing    Toys    Craft    Pre Loved Art
Fresh Food    Hot Food    Health Food
Devonshire Teas    Home Made Produce
Over 50 Stalls:

THIS FRIDAY!

Tegan Carter has come face-
to-face with a copperhead snake, 
navigated treacherous clifftops 
and criss-crossed Phillip Island.

All for one selfless purpose: to 
capture images of rare and threat-
ened plants, or those common to 
Phillip Island for a non-profit 
book, “A Field Guide to the Native 
Flora of Phillip Island”.

The 32-year-old illustrator is 
drawing more than 250 images for 
the guide, which is being written 
by her mate and fellow conserva-
tionist Mitch Burrows (see sepa-
rate story).

“Both Mitch and I knew doing 
the book was not about financial 
gain,” Tegan says.

“We are both committed to it 
because we want to give back. 
Neither of us will probably live on 
Phillip Island forever so it’s some-
thing I’d like to leave behind.”

Starting in 2020, all up it will 
take Tegan about three years to 
research each species and com-
plete detailed black pen on paper 
drawings.

She first got to know Mitch when 
they were both working as Phillip 
Island Nature Parks rangers and 
had a shared love of the local flora.

Tegan then went on to work as a 
vet nurse at the Cowes vet clinic.

She has so far dedicated count-
less hours to intimately under-
standing her subject, firstly 
researching images and descrip-
tions online and in books, before 
taking to the field to hunt out spec-
imens for photos.

“Some of them are simple to 
identify but some are harder to 
find and identify and I have to 

speak to the experts, like John Ed-
die (at the Phillip Island Conser-
vation Society PICS) or James (at 
the Barb Martin Bushbank).

“Doing this work has led me to all 
corners of the island. It has made 
me observe and appreciate the en-
vironment more than just going for 
a walk. There’s so much diversity 
here, even in a patch of grass.”

Illustrations take about a day to 
complete and Tegan hopes to have 
an exhibition of her work along-
side the book launch, where she 
will sell limited edition prints or 
originals.

Why care?
Tegan grew up in Seaford and in 

2010 studied a diploma of illustra-
tion, with her preferred medium 
pen and pencil and her favourite 
subject animals, including pet 
portraits.

She says the idea of Mitch’s 
book appealed because all funds 
will go to protect vegetation on 
the island, through PICS.

“I’d love for this book at some 
point to maybe get me work in the 
field of drawing for conservation 
projects. I’d prefer to create art 
that has a purpose.”

Tegan encourages all local resi-
dents to plant more native species.

“It’s important because if we 
don’t care about these plants they 
may not be here. In a short period 
of time they could disappear if we 
don’t look after them.

“There are already so many spe-
cies rare and threatened on the 
island and if people aren’t aware 
of them or don’t protect them then 
we’ll lose this precious vegetation.”

Ever walked on a Phillip Island 
beach only to find a giant mount of 
crunchy, silvery-black seaweed that 
you need to trudge through up to 
your knees?

Mitch Burrows says it’s a partic-
ularly Bass Coast kind of experi-
ence, with the seagrass – enticingly 
known as Sea Nymph – rarely found 
further north.

“Kids grow up with it in kiddy 
pools and we have all had to wade 
through it. It’s the dried leaves of 
the seagrass and Kitty Miller Bay, 
for example, has forests full of it,” 
Mitch says.

“It’s a fascinating species that has 
separate male and female plants. 
The male releases pollen in the wa-
ter and by chance it floats past the 
female’s flower, with the offspring 
taking nine months to grow while 
still attached to its mum.”

Sea Nymph will be just one of 
about 780 Phillip Island-specific 
plants to feature in Mitch’s new 
book, “A Field Guide to the Native 
Flora of Phillip Island.”

The 31-year-old, who works for the 
Nature Parks and lives at San Remo, 
first started writing it in 2019, after 
receiving a $10,000 environment 
grant, and he says wading through 
780 plant species in his spare time 
means he’ll finish it by 2023.

The non-profit guide will focus 
on about 250 of the most common, 
significant and threatened of the is-
land’s terrestrial and marine plants, 
with full page or half page descrip-
tions, as well as pencil illustrations 
by Cape Woolamai artist Tegan 
Carter, who will sell her prints once 
the book is released.

Mitch says to write each plant’s 
description, he has waded through 
the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas and 
a range of research papers, as well 
as seeking first-hand accounts from 
ecologists and local enthusiasts 
at the Barb Martin Bushbank and 
Phillip Island Conservation Soci-
ety (PICS), with all profits from the 
book going to PICS to preserve na-
tive flora.

“A few community members have 
written stories about their experi-
ences with plants, which adds a 
human element,” says Mitch, who 
is now calling on any community 
members who would like to share 
their own stories to get in contact 
with him.

“One of the stories I have is of a 
person’s experience watching the 
life cycle of coastal hairy spinifex – 
the beauty of its natural geometric 
patterns.”

Mitch, a keen surfer, admits most 
of his age-group don’t share his pas-
sion for plants.

“A lot of people I get along with in 
the plant world are aged in their 60s 
or 70s.”

Planting the seed
Mitch grew up in Newcastle and 

studied a science degree, followed 
by honours in marine science, fin-
ishing in 2013.

It was while studying the oyster 
farming industry that he first be-
came interested in seagrasses, then 
for two years volunteered on whale 
research projects in Queensland 
and even later had a stint working 
on one of Australia’s first medicinal 
cannabis farms.

He moved to Phillip Island in 2015, 
initially working as a surf instruc-
tor for Ash Belsar’s Outthere Out-
door Activities and then in 2016 was 
employed by the Phillip Island Na-
ture Parks as a field services officer.

In this job, Mitch is a nesting 
shorebird officer, ensuring critical-
ly endangered species such as mi-
gratory waders and hooded plovers 
are protected through monitoring 
and building refuges.

He also works in weed manage-
ment and revegetation.

“People don’t often see the work 
that is being carried out but at 
Observation Point at Rhyll, for in-
stance, a few years ago it was over-
run with a weed called polygala but 
now, through weed removal work, 
it’s full of native grasslands, herbs 
and succulents.

“It’s important to care about these 
plants because if these systems are 
healthy, there’s a flow on.

“Monocultures reduce biodiversity 
and effect other species, even through 
to migratory birds. It’s important the 
links in the chain aren’t broken.”

While he doesn’t “hate” any plant, 
nonetheless his least favourite is aga-
panthus, a common flower in local gar-

dens because they form “huge mono-
cultures that reduce biodiversity”.

Book
Mitch says the idea for the book 

initially sprang from his own need 
for a guide to Phillip Island native 
plants.

“I realised there wasn’t one so I 
decided to write one myself.

“A lot of people aren’t engaged 
with – or have a limited relationship 
with – their local environment.

“The island’s plants have drasti-
cally changed since European set-
tlement.

“So the purpose of the book is to 
help people be more aware of the 
plants around them so they can help 
those plants thrive.”

The Barb Martin Bushbank on the 
Phillip Island Road has a species list 
of about 70 plants for sale, all native 
to the island.

So for Mitch to boost that list to 
780 was no mean feat, although 
he adds the guide will also include 
mosses, ferns and seagrasses such 
as Sea Nymph and mangroves.

It is, he admits, a labour of love to 
compile the list, adding that he is 
equally happy surfing, bird watch-
ing or observing plants.

“Plants offer a lot of wisdom and 
there’s a lot to learn from them, 
which is more of a traditional ap-
proach rather than a western way 
of seeing the world.

“They indicate the transition be-
tween seasons, whether they’re in 
flower or fruit, and can even tell us 
about climate change.

“It’s when you are able to interpret 
them that you can share their lan-
guage.”

Illustrator Tegan Carter is drawing more than 250 images such as 
this one for the non-profit book, “A Field Guide to the Native Flora  
of Phillip Island ”.

Art with heart

Author and Nature parks ranger Mitch Burrows with illustrator Tegan 
Carter tossing Sea Nymph into the air, which is commonly found on 
northern beaches of Phillip Island. The plant is included in a book they 
are producing, “A Field Guide to the Native Flora of Phillip Island”.

Calling all native 
plant lovers
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For over a decade, Jess Laing has 
run the Girls on Board surf school, 
encouraging girls and women to grab 
a board and head into the waves.

Now she’s taking her love of the 
beach to a new level, opening a shop 
in the Cowes Bazaar in Thompson 
Avenue to share some of her favou-
rite things with all beach lovers, not 
just surfers.

Most days in the past ten years, 
Jess has been in the water surfi ng or 
teaching. When Covid struck, unable 
to run her lessons, she found herself 
at a loose end.

“I was feeling fl at and I didn’t have 
much to do,” Jess said.

“So I decided to start a project.”
That project was to create a retail 

space dedicated to her love of the surf, 
the beach and travel.

“It gave me a lot to do during lock-
down. I really wanted a space to put 
all the things I loved together in one 
spot.”

The store is located within the Cow-
es Bazaar, and Jess is quick to explain 
it’s not like your regular surf shop.

“This has more of a lifestyle vibe. 
We’ve got artwork, surf books, tow-
els, Girls on Board clothing, surf hats, 
summer surf suits and our own beau-

tiful Phillip Island beach-themed 
candles.”

The unique Girls on Board designs 
have come about through local and 
world-wide collaborations.

“Some of the t-shirts have been 
printed locally, some in Tooradin. 
I’ve had all different people do the de-
signs,” Jess said.

“Some are friends, and an artist 
called Surfy Birdy based in Costa 
Rica designed some.

“There’s a women’s surf Facebook 
group that connects women all 
around the world and I put a shout 
out on there and was contacted by all 
these different artists. That’s where I 
connected with Surfy Birdy.”

Another collaboration with Roam 
Slow Studio saw a Cape Woolamai 
print drawn up and created for the 
shop.

Being based in the Cowes Bazaar 
means although the shop is open sev-
en days a week, from 10am until 5pm, 
Jess doesn’t have to be out of the wa-
ter and is still free to run her popular 
surf classes.

Surf school
Girls on Board provides a safe and 

welcoming space for girls and wom-

en who want to learn how to surf.
All the coaches are female, and they 

are all Surfi ng Australia accredited.
Over the years, Jess said she’s seen 

a change in who is signing up for 
classes.

“When I started, I was mainly 
teaching young girls, but now I’m 
teaching more women.

“We run a women’s program now 
throughout the year that goes for four 
to six weeks. The same group meets 
up every week for a session.

“It’s really good. People make new 
friends and fi nd their own little group 
to go surfi ng with.

“We do run female specifi c classes, 
but we do lessons for the guys too,” 
Jess said, with lessons ranging from 
beginners to those wanting to im-
prove their skills.

She said surfi ng is great for keep-
ing both your mind and body healthy.

“Regardless of why people come for 
a lesson, we aim to provide a nurtur-
ing, safe, inclusive, personalised and 
fun experience for people of all ages.”

Over summer, lessons run every 
day. You can view the lesson sched-
ule and book online at www.girlson-
board.com.au

/ Sponsored article /

Dog owners are fl outing beach 
rules and putting wildlife at risk, 
according to reports over the sum-
mer holidays.

Local residents, including dog 
owners, took to social media over the 
past few weeks to call on dog owners 
to follow local rules, including bans 
on dogs on Nature Parks beaches.

Heather Hammond posted a com-
ment on social media saying she 
had to ask people to remove their 
dog from Kitty Miller Bay.

“The tiny hooded plovers are strug-
gling here,” wrote Heather, adding 
nature was “something to respect 
and feel privileged to be around”.

“Dogs don’t have to chase them. 
They just have to accidentally crush 
their eggs running past. Or step on 
marble sized chicks unintentionally.

“People don’t really understand 
the ramifi cations of what happens 
when the dogs start running, or 
even kids and adults. I’m sure if 
they did they’d get on board.”

Sus Wick said at Surf Beach and 
Forrest Caves dogs were off-leash, 
giving “all dog owners a bad rap 
unfortunately”.

“It’s a real shame people do not 
appreciate or understand the deli-
cate wildlife situation we have,” Sus 
commented.

Mary Harnan agreed: “I am a 
dog owner and quite shocked at 
the number of dogs off lead around 
Ventnor, on crown land, on beaches 
and dogs on beach when not sup-
posed to be.”

Others on social media reported a 
rise in dog poo bags lying on beach-
es, as well as dog on-leash signs be-
ing pulled down, with many agree-
ing holiday season meant visitors 
didn’t understand local rules.

Some said there was not enough 
enforcement by Bass Coast Shire 
rangers, while others said they had 
seen rangers being “abused” by dog 
owners.

New rules
The reports follow a surprise 

victory for dog owners when Bass 
Coast Shire councillors in Decem-
ber voted in support of new mea-
sures to allow more time – and new 
areas – to walk their four-legged 
friends, which will take effect from 
February.

New rules will include: extend off-
leash dog beach access 350 metres 
from McKenzie Road, Cowes, to 50 
metres short of Anderson boat ramp 
and at San Remo from the existing 
Foots Beach through to Marine Pa-
rade; allow access to off-leash dog 
beaches annually from February 1 
to December 10, effective from Feb-
ruary 1, 2022; from December 1 to 
February 1 dogs must be on a leash 
on the dog off-leash areas from 
10am-6pm, with dogs currently not 
allowed on beaches at all in that pe-
riod on Phillip Island; and provide 
dog waste bags and dispensers at 
all current dog beach entrances 
across the Bass Coast Shire.

When asked if the shire would 
be able to meet the February dead-
line for waste bags, shire CEO Ali 
Wastie said offi cers would imme-
diately start the process to procure 
suitable dog waste bags and dis-
pensers.

She confi rmed the vote impacted 
all shire managed beaches: Cape 
Paterson, Inverloch, Ventnor, Cape 
Woolamai, Cowes West and San 
Remo.

“This will be for all council man-
aged beaches that have time restric-
tions starting in December and end-
ing in April where dogs are allowed 
to be off lead,” Ms Wastie said.

Currently there are varying off-
leash rules across the shire.

At Kilcunda, for example, dogs 
on-leash are allowed on shire-man-
aged beaches at all times, with an 
off-leash area around the Kilcunda 
caravan park.

A dog lover says dogs don’t have to chase endangered hooded plovers 
to hurt them, “they just have to accidentally crush their eggs running 
past or step on marble sized chicks unintentionally”.

Please obey dog beach rules

Life’s a beach – in and out of the water
Girls on Board provides a safe and welcoming space for girls and women who want to learn how to surf. 
Photo: Tommy Williams

Girls on Board shop in the Cowes Bazaar in Thompson Avenue includes 
artwork, surf books, towels, Girls on Board clothing, surf hats, summer 
surf suits and Phillip Island beach-themed candles.
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PENGUIN 
PARADE

Phillip Island is home
to the largest Little

Penguin colony
in the world.

Watch them return 
from the ocean 
nightly at dusk.

WHALE MIGRATION
Witness the annual 

arrival of humpback and 
southern right whales 

and even the occasional 
killer whales from May 

to September.

PHILLIP ISLAND 
NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.

GRAND PRIX GRAND PRIX 

PELICAN FEEDING
Watch daily at 12 noon, 
on the foreshore next to 

the San Remo Pier.

EASTERN BARRED 
BANDICOOT

Was released on 
Churchill Island and 

Phillip Island to save it 
from extinction.

SHEARWATERS
There are approximately one million 
short-tailed shearwaters that arrive 

each year around late September 
from the Aleutian Islands near 

Alaska. They are a spectacular sight 
as they return to their burrows each 

night at dusk.

KOALA CONSERVATION 
RESERVE

Wander tree-top board-
walks to watch koalas 

up close in their natural 
habitat. 

FUR SEALS
Take a tour around 

Seal Rock and marvel 
at Australia’s largest 

fur seal colony

Forrest CavesForrest Caves

The Colonnades
PHILLIP ISLAND PHILLIP ISLAND 

NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.Summerland and Cat Bay.

COWESLOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
Conveniently located at the top of town 

offering an exceptional range of local and 
Australian craft beers, wine & spirits, along 
with grocery, local fresh produce and more.

OPEN EVERY DAY OVER HOLIDAY SEASON - 7AM -8PM 
OPEN 7AM - 7PM ON SUNDAYS 

161 Thompson Ave, 
Cowes  

Open 7 days a week, 
including all Public Holidays

5952 1363
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Scenic Flights Everyday

www.pih.com.au

911

All female operated surf school!
Book online:  www.girlsonboard.com.au
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www.islandclipnclimb.com.au

ONLINE BOOKINGS 
ESSENTIAL
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ANEXT TO SAN REMO JETTY

170 Marine Pde, San Remo 5678 5206

FRESH LOCAL 
SEAFOOD
 SCRUMPTIOUS 
FISH & CHIPS
& MORE

FREE MIDDAY PELICAN FEEDING

170 Marine Pde, San Remo 5678 5206170 Marine Pde, San Remo 5678 5206
OPEN 7 DAYS 10:30am-7pm

 An alternative store o� ering signature 
designs, alternative streetwear, scooters, 

scooter accessories and tattoo studio.

DEAD4EVA Designs

Shop 2, 82-84 Thompson Ave Cowes
www.dead4eva-designs.com  Ph: 0438 378 061

13

12

Includes: Penguin Parade, 
Churchill Island, Antarctic Journey, 
Koala Conservation Reserve
BOOK NOW penguins.org.au

See more
& SAVE 
with a 

4 PARKS 
PASS

Watch the Little Penguins 
waddle home

1 3

Hopon over
French Island and P

hillip Island

westernportferries.com.au or call 03 5257 4565
L

K
1

9
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$75 - 2 hour lesson - everything provided
225 Smiths Beach Rd, Smiths Beach

BOOK NOW Ph: 5952 3443

14

PHILLIP ISLAND 
OPERATIONS 
LK01924AA

10

• Holographic light & sound show. 
• Audio visual interactive devices. 
• Aircraft, helicopters & Centurion Tank. 
• Nui Dat Café for coffee and snacks.

25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven, Phillip Island - vietnamvetsmuseum.org

National Vietnam Veterans 
Museum and Café Open 7 days

10am  5pm
Ph: 5956 6400

FASCINATING 
FOR ALL

AGES

15

Get OFF GRID, take yourself OFF LINE & venture OFF ROAD.
Discover this unique, unspoilt, remote destination.... French Island. 
naturalistetours.com.au or call 03 5257 4570

#getoffonfrenchisland
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OPEN
7

DAYS

OPEN HOURS:
9 am till late 7 days a week

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060  |  0408 120 908

No weather problems - Crazy Golf is under cover!
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D I R E C T O R Y

Support the businesses at the  of our community

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes   |   5952 3977

Phillip Island Tenpin Bowling 
& Entertainment Centre

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  
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F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

F O O D  &  D R I N K

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

Coastal Beauty Services
Deanna 

Mobile: 0408 465 675
Cowes, Phillip Island

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   

New team 
New Stockdale

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

Alicia Miran-Khan  0407 056 526

Yphillip islandc
INTERIORS
 @phillipislandinteriors

H O M E

Interior Design  
& Decoration

Homewares & Gift
Shop 6, 34 Thompson Ave Cowes

btdesign.com.au

$12 million ba� ery planned for Gap Road
From page 1

The barrier would be constructed 
in two sections, with 46 metres at 
the eastern section and 81 metres at 
the western section.

The permit states that during the 
detailed design the need for the bar-
rier would be reviewed, based on 
which battery packs and inverters 
– the loudest items of equipment – 
were chosen and located.

The planning permit also states 
landscape screening along Gap 
Road and the northern boundary 
will ensure that the development 
has limited visual impact.

“A far greater visual impact from 

key viewpoints in the public realm 
will arise from the proposed council 
waste transfer facility immediately 
to the south,” states the planning 
permit report.

An engagement report states 
Mondo has sent letters to and visit-
ed neighbouring properties, includ-
ing the nearby Shearing Shed wed-
ding venue, with leafl ets dropped 
in Wimbledon Heights, as well as a 
pop-up event, and an online meet-
ing held in October for 40 residents.

The battery is supported by Total-
ly Renewable Phillip Island (TRPI) 
and the Energy Innovation Cooper-
ative (EIC) because it helps a transi-
tion to a low carbon economy with 
greenhouse emission reductions.

“PICESS will enhance network 
reliability, drive down electricity 
prices and support the state’s ener-
gy transition to a renewable energy 
future. The project provides demon-
strable benefi ts to industry and the 
community,” states the permit.

“Long-duration energy storage 
technologies will play an increas-
ingly important role in our electric-
ity system as Victoria transitions 
from coal-fi red generation to re-
newables.”

Vegetation, fi re, traffi  c
The battery’s construction will 

require the removal of endangered 
plant species including swamp scrub.

“The proposal will have a minor 

but overall acceptable native vege-
tation impact that can be addressed 
via the purchase of native vegeta-
tion offsets,” states the permit.

There are also “listed” or threat-
ened bird species in the area “how-
ever these are highly mobile species 
and able to avoid any disturbances 
caused by works”.

Because the battery will be re-
motely managed, the traffi c and 
transport demand will be minimal 
with the main impacts during the 
construction phase.

About 20 documents accompany the 
planning permit, including a bushfi re 
assessment, rated as low risk.

“There is also the risk of fi re di-
rectly associated with the facility 

in addition to bushfi re risk. This 
should be addressed separately, 
although the proposed facility in-
cludes a fi re detection and suppres-
sion system.”

According to Mondo, the battery 
will be energised in the third quar-
ter of 2022, requiring an initial test-
ing period.

A community information session 
is being organised for January 20, 
with details of location and times 
still to be fi nalised.

A copy of the application is avail-
able on the Department of Envi-
ronment Land Water and Planning 
website.

For details email: development.
approvals@delwp.vic.gov.au
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Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

WONTHAGGI 
UNION COMMUNITY 

ARTS CENTRE

96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
find us on Facebook 
www.wonthaggiartscentre.com.au
phone: 03 5671 2470

Summer Cinema

Encanto
[PG] 1h47mins
Tue 11 Jan  4.30pm
Fri 14 Jan 10.00am
Tue 18 Jan 10.00am

Cli ord the Big Red 
Dog [PG] 1h30mins
Tue 11 Jan 10.00am
Wed 12 Jan 4.00pm
Thur 13 Jan 1.00pm
Fri 14 Jan 1.00pm
Sat 15 Jan  1.00pm
Tue 18 Jan 4.00pm
Wed 19 Jan 10.00am
Thur 20 Jan 1.00pm
Fri 21 Jan  10.00am
Sat 22 Jan 1.30pm
Sun 23 Jan 10.00am
Tue 25 Jan  1.00pm
Wed 26 Jan 4.00pm
Sat 29 Jan 1.00pm
Sun 30 Jan 10.00am

Boss Baby [PG] 
1h48mins
Wed 12 Jan 1.00pm
Sat 15 Jan  10.00am

Welcome to Smelliville 
[PG] 1h25mins
Wed 19 Jan 4.00pm
Thur 20 Jan 4.00pm
Sun 23 Jan  1.00pm
Tue 25 Jan 10.00am

Spider-Man: No Way 
Home [M] 2h28mins
Thur 13 Jan 7.00pm
Fri 14 Jan  3.30pm
Sat 15 Jan 7.00pm
Wed 19 Jan 12.30pm
Fri 21 Jan 1.00pm
Sat 22 Jan 10.00am
Sun 23 Jan 4.00pm

The French Dispatch 
[M] 1h48mins
Thur 13 Jan 10.00am
Sat 15 Jan 4.00pm
Tue 18 Jan 7.00pm
Wed 19 Jan 7.00pm

Dune [M] 2h43mins
Tue 11 Jan 1.00pm
Thur 13 Jan 3.30pm

West Side Story 
[M] 2h36mins
Sat 29 Jan 3.30pm
Sun 30 Jan 7.00pm

Ghostbusters: Afterlife 
[PG] 2h04mins
Sun 23 Jan 7.15pm
Tue 25 Jan 7.00pm
Wed 26 Jan 7.00pm
Sat 29 Jan 10.00am
Sun 30 Jan 12.30pm

Dear Evan Hansen 
[M] 2h17mins
Tue 11 Jan 7.00pm
Wed 12 Jan 10.00am
Tue 18 Jan 1.00pm
Thur 20 Jan 7.00pm

Cry Macho [M] 
1h44mins
Wed 12 Jan  7.00pm
Fri 14 Jan 7.00pm
Thur 20 Jan 10.00am

Licorice Pizza 
[M] 2h13mins
Tue 25 Jan 4.00pm
Sat 29 Jan 7.00pm
Sun 30 Jan 4.00pm 

Boîte Noire 
4.00pm

Police
7.00pm

BCFFG - Opening 2022 Season
Sunday 16 January

À Bout de Sou�e 
10.45pm
Chacun Chez Soi 
1.00pm

Book your tickets online 
today with TryBooking 

Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
find us on Facebook 
www.wonthaggiartscentre.com.au
phone: 03 5671 2470
www.wonthaggiartscentre.com.au

WONTHAGGI 
UNION COMMUNITY 

ARTS CENTRE

LIVE 
MUSIC
Lior - Solo
Sat 26 Mar
8.00pm

2022 EVENTS
LIVE ON STAGE

LIVE 
MUSIC

Nicki sings 
Carole King

Fri 11 Mar 
7.30pm

ARTS CENTRE

Bass Coast Shire Council, in conjunction 
with the Australian Short Films Festival, is 
proud to present a regional short film 
festival - Bass Coast Shorts, presenting short 
films of di­erent genres and categories.

FILM 
FESTIVAL
Bass Coast 
Shorts
Fri 21 Jan
7.00pm
Sat 22 Jan
4.00pm 7.00pm

WEEK1.  5TH-10TH JAN.
 12TH-17TH JAN.WEEK 2.
 19TH-24TH JAN.WEEK 3.
 26TH-31ST JAN.WEEK 4.

SHOWCASING 28 ARTISTS!
OVER 4 WEEKS

OPEN DAILY
10AM-4PM
(Closed Tuesdays)

VENUE: PICAL. 56-58 CHURCH ST.
COWES. GARDEN ROOM 3. 

Presented by

15TH DECEMBER

WEEK1.  5TH-10TH JAN.
 12TH-17TH JAN.WEEK 2.
 19TH-24TH JAN.WEEK 3.
 26TH-31ST JAN.WEEK 4.

SHOWCASING 28 ARTISTS!
LAST 3 WEEKS!

OPEN DAILY
10AM-4PM
(Closed Tuesdays)

Presented by

JAN. 12 APPEARANCE

VENUE: PICAL. 56-58 CHURCH ST.
COWES. GARDEN ROOM 3. 

As the fi re season approaches, 
Bass Coast agencies have been 
working hard to ensure the region 
is prepared while locals and visi-
tors are being invited to learn more 
about fi re safety.

The Fire Danger Period for Bass 
Coast has been declared from Jan-
uary 10 to May 1.

Bass Coast’s Fire Risk Work-
ing Group makes sure our region 
is fi re ready through the Munici-
pal Fire Management Plan, which 
identifi es different levels of bush-
fi re risk for different localities and 
identifi es how to reduce the risk.

Members include the CFA, Victo-
ria Police, Parks Victoria, the De-
partment of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning (DELWP), 
Phillip Island Nature Parks, Bass 
Coast Shire Council and VicRoads. 

The agencies work together with 
AusNet Services, Westernport Wa-
ter and South Gippsland Water to 
plan for potential bushfi re emer-
gencies in Bass Coast.

Phillip Island Nature Parks 
Ranger in Charge Ben Thomas 
said the Nature Parks was busy 
preparing for the fi re season with 
rangers undergoing fi refi ghter 
training, a new dedicated fi re unit 
introduced, and extra resourcing 
brought in for slashing and widen-
ing fi re breaks.

“Our primary prevention activi-
ties include vegetation manage-
ment and slashing of strategic 
fuel breaks near residential areas, 
along with education, ranger pa-
trols and enforcing park regula-
tions,” Mr Thomas said.

Tim Bessell-Browne, Parks Vic-
toria, Ranger in Charge - Fire and 
Emergency (South Gippsland Dis-
trict) said Parks Victoria was also 
well prepared.

“Parks Victoria is well prepared 
for the upcoming fi re season with 
our seasonal Project Fire Fighter 
staff recruited, trained and ready to 
respond with the wider Parks team 
in the event of fi re. Parks Victoria 

works as part of Forest Fire Man-
agement Victoria and other part-
ners, including the Country Fire 
Authority, to respond to fi res across 
private and public land,” he said.

“The recent spring season has 
seen an amazing grass growing 
period. If we have a dry spell in the 
area, this grass will dry out and pose 
a higher risk of fast moving grass 
fi res. Our team are working hard 
to keep this grass down by slashing 
fuel breaks and access trails.”

Bass Coast Shire Council Mayor, 
Cr Michael Whelan, says it’s im-
portant to be vigilant about fuel 
loads.

“It’s fair to say that we’ve been 
distracted by the pandemic for the 
last two years but we shouldn’t 
forget the horrors of the Black 
Summer bushfi res in late 2019 and 
early 2020.

“These were devastating for so 
many Gippsland communities as 
well as our tourism businesses.

“We all have a part to play to 
keep our fuel loads down and mini-
mise the risk of anything like this 
happening again.

“Fast-moving grass fi res are the 
biggest risk in Bass Coast and can 

catch people off-guard. We are 
used to the green countryside and 
may not notice that the fi re danger 
has increased signifi cantly after a 
few hot and windy days.

“As of January 1, under the Lo-
cal Laws, we’ll be issuing a $300 
infringement to property owners 
within the townships with report-
ed grass over 30cm long.

“Council Fire Prevention Of-
fi cers have also been inspecting 
blocks and issuing a Notice to 
Comply to property owners with 
long grass and they then have 21 
days to cut it or Council organises 
a contractor to do it, with the prop-
erty owner bearing the cost.

“We’re keen to have a safe sum-
mer season that’s enjoyable for 
everyone and don’t forget to down-
load the VicEmergency app.”

Locals and visitors had the op-
portunity to ask any questions 
about fi re safety with the CFA’s 
Community Education Trailer 
visiting the various parts of the re-
gion, including Silverleaves Store 
yesterday (January 11) and the 
Grantville Transaction Centre to-
day (January 12) from 2pm – 4pm.

“The CFA Community Educa-

tion Trailer offered residents and 
visitors to Bass Coast an oppor-
tunity to ask any question about 
fi re safety, whether it be summer 
fi re safety and what to do on those 
high fi re danger days, through to 
home fi re safety matters such as 
smoke alarms and how to make 
your home safer from fi re,” said 
Bass Coast Group Offi cer Damien 
O’Connor, talking on behalf of bri-
gades in Bass Coast.

“If you are a local or a visitor to 
Bass Coast, you must have a Plan 
of what you and your family will 
do on those high risk fi re danger 
days. It’s important to have a plan 
for those Fire Danger Rating days 
of Severe, Extreme and Code Red 
to not be around areas of high risk 
and look at alternative activities 
for the day.”

Victoria Police will be conduct-
ing targeted patrols during the 
Fire Danger Period. Anyone de-
tected lighting fi res or using illegal 
fi reworks during the Fire Danger 
Period will be prosecuted.

Anyone who sees anything sus-
picious is encouraged to contact 
Police on 000 or Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000.

Local agencies are prepared for this year’s fi re season. From left to right: Ben Thomas (PINP), Brian 
Martin, Parks Victoria; Joseph Alexander (DELWP), Acting Senior Sergeant Scott Morison, Joe Myall 
(Phillip Island Fire Brigade) and Corin Spencer (BCSC).

Ensuring Bass Coast is fi re ready for summer

San Remo’s Anderson 
Street Reserve is set for a 
“seniors-friendly” makeover.

Following community 
consultation last year, a 
master plan was created 
for the 130-year-old, 1.2ha 
council-owned reserve, 
which Bass Coast Shire 
councillors approved at the 
December meeting.

The reserve currently has 
a picnic table, two bench 
seats, and a “few lonely 
small trees”, according to 
Cr Rochelle Halstead.

But, she said, a $416,000 
makeover would include 
“seniors-friendly gym 
equipment and walking 
tracks”, as well as a rotun-
da, park furniture, trees 
and landscaping.

“Of course catering to 
young ones as well.”

Cr Michael Whelan said 
the reserve was valued by 
the San Remo community.

“The master plan has been 
developed to guide the fu-
ture use and investment for 
the reserve,” he explained.

The reserve – positioned at 

one of the highest points of 
San Remo, providing views 
to Cape Woolamai – has a 
historical signifi cance and 
was gazetted as a site for 
public recreation in 1888.

In June drop-in consulta-
tion sessions were attended 
by about 30 people, in addi-
tion to 15 emails and phone 
conversations.

The shire employed Or-

chard Design Landscape 
Architects to then create the 
master plan, which was on 
display in September.

There is currently about 
$303,000 in funds for San 
Remo parks, with local de-
velopers’ contribution pay-
ing for pathways.

Details: www.basscoast.
v i c . g o v . a u / a n d e r s o n -
streserve

The new design for San Remo’s Anderson Street Reserve

Anderson Street Reserve 
gets a revamp
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In this second week of a new series – which explores planning: our future – we look at tra�  c and parking.
Each week we are featuring a column by the local Progress Association, Island Voice, as well as feature stories.

Phillip Island – and to a lesser extent San Remo – are natural bo� lenecks and with the resident and tourist 
population growing annually, pinch points are quickly seen in congestion on roads and towns.

Here we explore the pressures and possible solutions.

Planning: our future

The Phillip Island and San Remo 
Visitor Economy Strategy, written in 
2016, states Phillip Island should have 
an optimum capacity limit of 24,500 
visitors per day, while the bridge has 
a carrying capacity of 1500 vehicles 
per hour.

The strategy states the island re-
ceives 18 per cent of its annual visita-
tion in January, which is about 28,600 
visitors per day on a peak day.

“While the region’s infrastructure 
copes with this level of visitation, its 
optimum capacity is slightly lower 
than these peaks,” the strategy states.

“It is the aim of this strategy to shift 
demand to off-peak periods.”

Visitor numbers to Phillip Island 
and San Remo could reach nearly 3.5 
million visitors by 2035, it said.

Yet despite this, the island has seen 
a decline in spending per visitor since 
2008.

A high proportion of day visitors 
means the average length of stay is 
much lower than the state average.

As such, the strategy recommends 
the focus should be on quality of 
spend rather than quantity of visitors.

It proposes introducing a bridge toll 
with the option for pricing incentives 

for travel outside peak travel periods, 
as well as park-and-drive where pos-
sible to make congestion more sus-
tainable.

Car parking squeeze
Also in 2016, Bass Coast Shire re-

leased the Cowes Revitalisation Proj-
ect Traffi c Management Impact As-
sessment to ease the town’s increased 
parking and traffi c congestion.

It showed Phillip Island Road car-
ries about 10,000 vehicles per day dur-
ing off-peak periods, which rises to 
14,000 per day in holiday seasons and 
is growing at fi ve per cent annually, 
with Cowes needing 310 additional 
car parks by 2016 and 630 by 2036.

The report proposed speed limits in 
Cowes’ town centre be decreased to 
give pedestrians more priority, while 
parallel parking should replace the 
current angled parking, and in the 
future multi-deck car parks could be 
introduced.

“Modelling shows the roads in the 
centre of the study area are nearing 
saturation levels,” the report states.

“Through analysis, an issue facing 
Cowes transport system now and 
over the next 20 years is car parking.”

The second stage of the Phillip Is-
land speed limit review should in-
clude dusk-to-dawn variable speed 
signs to protect wildlife, which would 
be a Victorian-fi rst, according to the 
peak conservation group.

At the end of last year, Regional 
Roads Victoria rolled out new speed 
limits across the island. Just under 10 
roads previously zoned 100km/hr are 
now reduced to 80km, including Ber-
rys Beach, Ventnor Beach and Back 
Beach roads.

In addition, three roads previ-
ously zoned 80km/hr were reduced 
to 60km: Coghlan Road (between 
Settlement Road and Cowes-Rhyll 
Road), Grossard Point Road and 
Ventnor Beach Road.

RRV said stage two of the speed 
review was yet to be funded but tech-
nical reviews had begun. This stage 
will focus on high-speed unsealed 
roads managed by Bass Coast Shire, 
who will lead the review.

Phillip Island Conservation Society 
president Jeff Nottle said the second 
stage should include dusk-to-dawn 
speed differentials displayed on 
fl ashing signs.

“Key wildlife corridor roads should 
have dynamic speed signs and sunset 
to sunrise speed differentials while 
temporary speed limits should oper-
ate during Shearwater migration,” 
Jeff said.

“PICS fi rmly believes our rec-
ommended speed limits should be 
strongly supported with creative sig-
nage that includes a very prominent 
gateway sign in Newhaven, and else-
where on high-risk corridors, with a 
simple message to Drive Carefully for 
Wildlife.

“Nowhere in Victoria has it ever 
been accepted to have speed differ-
entials for wildlife, although they do 
operate for schools and weather con-
ditions such as fog.”

Cowes-Rhyll
Jeff said the fl ashing signs and 

varying speed limits should particu-
larly be introduced on the Cowes-
Rhyll Road.

The road is a major roadkill hotspot 

and conservationists were disap-
pointed it was not among the zones 
to drop from 80km to 60km, after the 
head of Phillip Island’s peak transport 
company Michael Wright voiced con-
cern a speed reduction there would 
harm his taxi and bus company.

“In the case of the Cowes-Rhyll 
Road, which is one of the most noto-
rious road-kill routes on the island, 
we acknowledge that a 60km/hr limit 
during daylight hours is unlikely to 
be observed, given the traffi c vol-
umes and length of the link.

“We have therefore proposed a lim-
it of 70km/hr in daylight hours and 
50km/hr during the period of highest 
risk to wildlife, between sunset and 
sunrise.

“We strongly recommend that dy-
namic speed signs be used on this 
road to highlight the high risk and the 
time dependent nature of that risk.”

Jeff said while RRV typically pre-
ferred speed limits to be in 20km 
increments (40, 60, 80 etc) “we also 
believe the speed limits should not be 
that rigid”.

Michael Wright said he supported 
varying limits.

“Dynamic signage may be the best 
solution for Cowes-Rhyll Road in the 
future. I will continue to advocate for 
Coghlan Road not to be reclassifi ed,” 
Michael said.

Safer, not faster
Department of Transport Gippsland 

Acting Director Henry Lam acknowl-
edged Coghlan and Cowes-Rhyll 
roads were “important routes for 
freight and industry”, but they were 
still under consideration.

“Phillip Island is unlike any other 
part of Victoria. Despite the introduc-
tion of various treatments over the 
years which aimed to reduce crashes 
with wildlife, we haven’t had enough 
of a reduction of crashes with ani-
mals.

“Getting there faster does not mean 
getting there safer. As a community, 
we should never value shaving a cou-
ple of minutes off our journey over 
potentially losing a life or causing a 
life-changing injury.”
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A series of weekly columns 
on planning issues by Island Voice

Have you struggled to fi nd park-
ing in town during peak season?

But wasn’t the Transit Centre built 
to cope with this extra demand?

Yes it was, but the spaces are ef-
fectively being used for other pur-
poses.

Parking waivers are requests 
from developers to council that al-
low them to reduce – or eliminate – 
the number of car park spaces they 
need to build by using public spaces 
to meet their obligations.

Waivers are a good thing for de-
velopers, as providing fewer spaces 
reduces building costs and increas-
es profi ts.

But this is a bad thing for the com-
munity, as it reduces the number of 
parking spaces for visitors, shop-
pers and users of community facili-
ties.

Waivers have been approved over 
many years and while there is no 
way to track the cumulative effect 
of this, complaints about parking 
during high season suggest this is 
becoming problematic and that ac-
tion is required.

The Transit Centre provides 123 
all-day spaces to allow visitors to 
park and visit the beach, lunch and 
shop at leisure.

It’s easy to see how parking can 
become limited when a proposed 
hotel/residential development in 
Thompson Avenue seeks a waiver 
for 40 places, a real estate agent 
seeks 13, and the new Cultural Cen-
tre will require 46 additional spaces 
than it had previously.

The new Community Hospital 
will probably need some of these 
spaces when it is built, but that is a 
building that will provide great ben-
efi t to the community and Island 
Voice believes that it is appropriate 
to use spaces for this purpose.

Also the Covid testing station 
is temporarily located there, and 
while we welcome its presence, it 
reduces parking capacity signifi -
cantly.

There is also the annual issue of 
a lack of visitor spaces at various 
caravan parks, which have inad-
equate onsite parking for clients or 
visitors, yet benefi t at the expense 
of their neighbours who experience 
great inconvenience.

When will this improve?
Increases in housing density 

mean more cars in residential 
streets.

Waiving car parking require-
ments in residential areas causes 
problems for neighbours, town 
congestion, loss of relaxed seaside 

character and may limit emergency 
access, putting lives and property 
at risk.

Island Voice believes that waiving 
parking requirements must stop.

The council has recently indicat-
ed it intends to install smart park-
ing to aid people fi nding vacant 
spots.

The system will provide elec-
tronic information about parking 
behaviour and assist traffi c inspec-
tors to enforce time restrictions for 
vehicles that over-stay.

This system will cost about $300-
$400.000 (plus annual maintenance 
fees).

Surely, if the issue is that people 
don’t know where to fi nd free, all-
day parking at the Transit Centre 
then it would cost far less to sign-
post it properly?

Bass Coast Shire has stated smart 
parking will not mean paid park-
ing.

However in their Long Term Fi-
nancial Plan, parking is identifi ed 
as a potential income stream worth 
several million dollars.

What is the true situation here?
Will electronic notifi cations of 

limited numbers of parking spots 
in prime locations see drivers com-
pete to secure one? 

And what happens if they are 
beaten to it?

Potential benefi ts of the system 
will only be realised during peak 
visitor periods (about fi ve weeks 
per year), so we have to ask: how 
will this system benefi t the commu-
nity during the rest of the year?

Will these measures remain in 
place all year, affecting residents 
out of season, when there is no 
shortage of parking, or will the sys-
tem be turned off?

How can this system pay for itself 
when the demand for parking is so 
seasonal?

We have been telling people to 
“relax you’re on Island time” for 
many years.

So it seems strange we intend to 
give visitors a different message 
with the use of big city solutions in 
our seaside town.

Instead of “sea, sand and fun” per-
haps we will become “sea, sand and 
fi ne”.

Island Voice calls for council to re-
fuse parking waivers, except in the 
case of buildings that provide great 
community benefi t and also rethink 
the implementation of smart parking.

If you feel strongly about any of 
these issues, please let your council-
lors and CEO know and remember 
to raise it when the public engage-
ment on planning takes place this 
year.

What’s our game plan?

It’s a simple formula: more residents and more tourists means more cars, more congestion and more parking 
problems. Here are a few current examples of where traffi c is reaching a tipping point.

Planning: tra�  c and parking
PHILLIP ISLAND ROAD: 
SAN REMO AND NEWHAVEN

Regional Roads Victoria has 
been seeking government fund-
ing for plans for San Remo – re-
leased in 2020 – that include 
adding traffi c lights to Marine Pa-
rade, widening the Phillip Island 
Road to four lanes between San 
Remo Parade and Bergin Grove, 
and even reclaiming a section of 
Western Port to accommodate the 
expansion.

Since 2012 residents have also 
been lobbying for improved in-
ternal roads to deal with mas-
sive housing subdivision growth, 
detailed in 2012 in Bass Coast 
Shire’s San Remo Access Strat-
egy, including an extension of 
Shetland Heights Road to Wont-
haggi.

RRV said future planning for 
the Phillip Island Road corridor 
included these internal roads.

The Newhaven plans included 
four lanes on the Phillip Island 
Road between two new round-
abouts at Forrest Avenue and 

Boys Home Road.
The plans have apparently been 

put on ice, however RRV has yet 
to confi rm this.

A group of businesses – who 
were set to lose a chunk of land 

under compulsory acquisition as 
part of RRV’s plans – in 2020 said 
they were unable to support the 
road upgrade, saying RRV should 
not apply “city solutions” to “our 
magical island community.”

PHILLIP ISLAND ROAD
In 2017 Regional Roads Victoria 

mooted double lanes through Surf 
Beach, suggesting Phillip Island 
Road could be a dual lane highway, 
around that time approaching ad-
jacent landholders to discuss ac-
quiring land to accommodate the 
expanded road.

Many residents responded say-
ing they didn’t want to see “Gold 
Coast-style” development.

Bass Coast Shire councillor Mi-
chael Whelan at the time warned 
Phillip Island’s lifestyle should not 
be destroyed to cater to congestion, 
calling for smarter traffi c manage-
ment across the island.

The Victorian National Trust also 
rejected the push for a four-lane 
highway.

“Preserving the integrity of the 
destination, not detracting from it, 
should be the main aim,” the Bass 
branch of the National Trust stated.

“The road strategy for the island 
raises broader issues around the 
natural environment of the island, 
landscape and scenic values, heri-
tage and township character, and 
consideration of other options 
available to best handle increasing 
visitor numbers and tourist traffi c.”

The National Trust suggested 
better options would include the 
use of park-and-drive buses at 
peak periods, expanded public 
transport, and more cycling and 
walking paths.

COWES SENSOR PARKING
Late last year Bass Coast Shire 

announced a surprise $300,000 
“Smart Parking” project will see 
about 500 car parks in Thomp-
son Avenue, Chapel Street, The 
Esplanade and the Cowes Tran-
sit Centre installed with sensors 
from February 2022.

In Wonthaggi there will be 225 
on-street bays.

And none in Inverloch.
An optional app will let drivers 

pre-plan parking, while six mes-
sage signs will be installed in 
Cowes to display real-time park-
ing availability, for drivers who 
don’t use the app.

The vast majority of comments 
on the Advertiser’s Facebook 
page opposed the technology, 
arguing that while it wasn’t paid 

parking, it would undoubtedly 
see more residents fi ned in the 

10 months of the year that were 
off-peak.

SMITHS BEACH
A masterplan to fi nd solutions to 

the growing congestion in Smiths 
Beach was last year released by 
Bass Coast Shire.

Smiths Beach Association presi-
dent Phil Dressing said the plan 
was needed to address the impact 
of the growing number of visitors 
to the hamlet.

“If there are more people coming 
to the island, including to Smiths 
Beach, how will we manage them 
in terms of infrastructure and the 
environment?” he said.

In creating the plan, the shire 
commissioned a car parking and 
traffi c assessment in January last 
year.

Based on a 28C Saturday, Smiths 
Beach car park was at 100 per cent 
capacity by 11am (and anecdotally 
100 per cent full by 9am), with the 
majority of cars parked for more 
than four hours.

YCW Beach car park was 80 per 
cent full by 11am and remained so 

for most of the day, while parking 
also spilt into neighbouring streets 
including Marlin Street, Barra-
mundi Avenue, and Hollywood 
Crescent.

The community panel – formed 
to give input into the plan – agreed 

traffi c was a problem, describing it 
as “crazy” in summer, and suggest-
ing such solutions as restrictions, 
parking fees, park and drive, clear-
ways, patrols and offering more 
patrolled beaches around Phillip 
Island.

SAN REMO, MARINE PARADE
Late last year Bass Coast Shire 

rolled out new one- and two-hour 
parking limits on Marine Parade in 
a bid to deal with increasing park-
ing demand.

But many traders said it made 
operating their enterprises diffi cult 
and was resulting in gridlock on 
side streets such as Wynne, Back 
Beach and Edgar roads.

Floss Gorsuch, who owns The 
Wash Shop laundromat, said the 
new restrictions were unworkable.

“The V-Line bus service now has 
no parking and the rec centre is 800 
metres away. How are the elderly 
meant to walk that distance? The 
shire have put no thought into this 

at all,” she said.
San Remo Fisherman’s Co-op 

manager Paul Mannix said the new 

restrictions next to the co-op – fi ve 
x 1 hour parking limits – were frus-
trating, especially for staff. Is a bridge toll a solution?

A coalition of Phillip Island community groups has been lobbying for a 
speed reduction on island roads to protect wildlife.

Next round of speed limit review

“The pri-
mary jus-
tifi cation 
is simple, 
that a 
natural 
resource is 
degraded 
and de-
stroyed by 
excessive 
use.
“Bondi 
Beach can 
accommo-
date huge crowds – but we doubt 
that is what the public wants from 
Phillip Island. To keep it as ‘natu-
ral’ coastline, therefore, it is at 
least time to begin thinking about 
ways of limiting access.
“Late arrivals cannot enter a foot-
ball ground when it is full.
“Several means are available. The 
fi rst is to turn people away at the 
bridge, the cut-off point being de-
termined by the traffi c count.
“Another method is to limit car 
parking and to enforce regulations 
against illegal parking so that 

people 
leave the 
island vol-
untarily. 
A third 
method is 
to limit the 
carrying 
capacity of 
the roads. 
During 
peak 
periods, 
congestion 
will lead 

people to go elsewhere as social 
tensions increase.
“Control at the bridge is the sim-
plest measure: such controls are 
commonplace in state and national 
parks in the USA, where regular 
radio broadcasts give bulletins on 
the capacity of the more popular 
parks, so that the number of those 
actually turned away at the gates 
is reduced by forewarning.”
- “Phillip Island: Capability, 
Confl ict and Compromise”, by the 
Centre for Environmental Studies, 
University of Melbourne, 1975

Stop them at the bridge?
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BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

GLASS

LK00012AA

• Residential locksmithing & key cutting • Flyscreens
• Shower screens • Re-glazing • Security doors l Glass balustrading 

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes

sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LEWIS BETTS         A.B.N. 37 053 127 216

Glazing the Island and district

BETTSY'S

GLASS

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

BLINDS & CARPET

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

CLEANING

www.eighthelement.com.au

Airbnb & accommodation

Linen service

Commercial cleaning

Vacate cleans

cleaning

0421 665227

email: info@eighthelement.com.au

Sharon Elliott
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DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

EARTHMOVING
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

CONCRETER
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CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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CONCRETER
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• Shed Slabs   
• Driveways   
• Cross Overs  
• Watertank  

& Aircon pads

0459 477 370 – Dave Anderson
   @SouthenRockConcrete

SOU T H E RN

R O C K

CONCRETE

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs
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CARPET CLEANING

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic – upholstery

• Rental bond specialists • Fast, efficient service
RICHIE & DI LAING JD
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0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

CONCRETER
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0402 454 742

Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,

Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS
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AIR CONDITIONING

Cooling/Heating/Refrigeration
Service/Install/Maintain & Designs

ABN 27644954389

m: +61 411 188 328
e: mculhane@controlfl ow.com.au

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING
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BUILDER

BASS HWY CAR 
REMOVAL
UNWANTED CARS  

& SCRAP METAL REMOVED

FREE
7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL SHANE 

0407 599 616  
OR 5678 2002

CAR REMOVAL
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CONCRETER
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* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

EARTHMOVINGEARTHMOVING

LK
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85

611 Ventnor Road, Cowes
0418 383 881 - 5956 8615

Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

l 10m3 tippers l Bobcat
l 4 ton excavators l Post hole borers

l Driveways l Rubbish removed
l Quarry materials supplies l Blocks cleared

EXCAVATIONS
NEAL McRAE
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AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

CARAVAN REPAIRS

• ALL MAKES AND MODELS
• CUT AND POLISHING

• SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES

JD
00
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8A

A
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GLASS

LK00012AA

• Residential locksmithing & key cutting • Flyscreens
• Shower screens • Re-glazing • Security doors l Glass balustrading 

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes

sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LEWIS BETTS         A.B.N. 37 053 127 216

Glazing the Island and district

BETTSY'S

GLASS

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637

LK
00

03
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PLUMBING

LK
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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STORAGE
LK
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02
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS

LK
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A
GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

TILING

Tiling
Bathroom repairs
Leaking showers

Re-grouting
30 yrs experience and no jobs too small.

Rob Davies – 0418 522 044

JO
00

79
1A

A

LAWN MOWING

LK
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

LAUNDRY SERVICES

LK
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Island Premium Laundry offer all  
your laundry needs from general house  
washing to your pet beds or blankets.

We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,  
call 59 522 889 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au
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STEEL

C&K WELDING & FABRICATION.
3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922
03 5900 2995  |  CNKWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM

C&K
WELDING & 
FABRICATION
MILD STEEL, STAINLESS STEEL, 
ALUMINIUM AND METAL FABRICATION

3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922
03 5900 2995  |  CNKWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM

PAINTER

FREE QUOTE
• Residential, Commercial 

and Industrial
• Interior & Exterior painting
• Paint & stain finishes

• Deck Finishing
• Maintenance
• Quality Workmanship
• Crack Bridging  

Membrane paint

0426 663 777   |   info@bestwaypainting.com.au
www.bestwaypainting.com.au

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

ROOFING
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• Domestic & Commercial • Repairs
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
• Aluminium Gutter Guard • Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
METAL ROOFINGMETAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

LANDSCAPING

Our landscaping designs are practical,  
innovative and sustainable.

We provide punctual,  
reliable service, every time.

Laurence Marr  |  0411 608 482
laurencedmarr@gmail.com

• FREE APPRAISALS • OBLIGATION FREE QUOTES
• ALL LANDSCAPING NEEDS
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TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services

TREE SERVICES
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

• Tree & Stump removal
• Pruning 
• Chipping

Fully insured

TREE CARE NOW

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANING
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WINDOW 
CLEANING  

0409 946 839

Glassed Out Window Cleaning
Fully insured

TREE SERVICES

Call now for a free quote

0491 032 999

Competetive rates

Total tree removal

Mulch sales 

Hedging

Pruning

Firewood

Storm cleanup

Lot clearing

Hazardous limbs
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Specialising in tree  
Pruning & Removal

SILVERBACK

TREE 
SERVICES
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COVID-19 Latest local information

Businesses across Phillip Island and San 
Remo are being forced to close in the wake 
of staff shortages and health risks due to CO-
VID-19.

Following the forced closures in lockdowns, a 
surge in coronavirus cases has now seen busi-
nesses voluntarily and temporarily close their 
doors at the peak of the tourist season, includ-
ing the Phillip Island Winery, Anerie Bistro, 
Hotel and the San Remo Post Offi ce.

The Westernport Hotel in San Remo closed 
on January 7 until today (Wednesday), explain-
ing “it’s time for us to bunker down for a few 
days”.

Phillip Island Winery said with “dwindling 
staff and the sheer amount of daily cases” they 
could not trade safely, closing from Saturday to 
today.

Bang Bang restaurant and bar in Cape Wool-
amai shut last week until early this week “for 
the safety of staff, friends, family and custom-
ers”.

“So let’s all pull together. Once we all open up 
let’s do what we do best and support our local 
small business again,” Bang Bang management 
said on Instagram.

“Let’s hope we are nearing the end of these 
weird times. Stay safe and stay sane.”

Cowes Central Café last week posted a social 
media message saying due to staff shortages 
with Covid symptoms, they would close until 
further notice “for staff and patron safety”.

Anerie Bistro in Thompson Avenue posted a 

message saying like their industry peers, they 
had been hit with staff shortages arising from 
increasing COVID-19.

“Our priority is to provide a safe and enjoy-
able experience for our patrons and team and 
with this in mind we have made the very diffi -
cult decision to close the restaurant from Janu-
ary 5 to 7,” owner Cryss said.

“This is harder than it has ever been, hav-
ing only been open eight months and as a new 
business we have tried everything to maintain 
our integrity and keep our doors open, how-
ever now with no government support and not 
even the ability to get a supply of RAT tests so 
our team can be kept safe, times are even more 

challenging.”
Pino’s Trattoria in Cowes posted a message on 

social media saying they were “hanging on by a 
thread” and were operating with a small crew.

Last week Hotel on the Cowes Esplanade was 
closed until further notice “due to health and 
safety concerns not only for our staff but every-
one”, and on Tuesday, Phillip Island Strawber-
ries announced it had closed its doors.

The San Remo Post Offi ce and newsagent 
closed after staff were notifi ed as close con-
tacts.

“As there are no Rapid Antigen Tests avail-
able, to make sure that we are doing the right 
thing by the community and ourselves all of us 

are heading for a PCR today,” post offi ce man-
agement said on social media.

“I’m not sure when we will be opening but I 
will keep posting.”

San Remo IGA said they would suspend home 
deliveries “for the time being due to Covid and 
the number of staff members we have isolating 
at the moment”, while Coles and Woolworths 
also suspended deliveries.

Concern
The Phillip Island Community Noticeboard 

Facebook site saw debate about why businesses 
had to shut, with one respondent saying plenty 
of people needed work.

“I don’t think it is because people don’t want 
to work. Lots are getting sick or close contacts 
so can’t go to work,” Chris Legg replied.

Many pointed to the lack of affordable hous-
ing for low-income earners.

One hospitality business owner who came 
down with Covid said they didn’t blame tour-
ists, locals or the government.

“It is what it is. My partner now can’t run it on 
his own as he is my close contact. He isn’t sick 
but doesn’t want to make our older customers 
sick,” the business owner said.

“It’s not a matter of just fi nding staff and 
staying open. You have to have food handlers’ 
licences and experience.

“If they could stay open, they would. Please 
people, be kind to one another. Closing is a last 
resort.”

Covid cases in Bass Coast continue to rise, 
with case numbers almost six times higher 
than they were on January 1.

The high case numbers have been recorded 
despite an acute lack of rapid antigen tests 
(RAT) and the indefi nite closure of the Cowes 
drive through clinic.

According to state government fi gures re-
leased on Monday, there were 637 recorded 

cases in the shire. Wonthaggi was leading the 
way with 175 infections, followed by Cowes 
(138), Inverloch (122) and San Remo (91).

However Infectious disease modeller Michael 
Lydeamore from Monash University told ABC 
News that Victoria is reaching a point where 
offi cial case numbers are almost meaningless, 
due to the high proportion of positive tests.

Public health offi cials say a big proportion of 

cases is likely being undetected, due to issues 
with accessing PCR tests and the shortage of 
available rapid antigen tests.

Testing times
The Wonthaggi drive through clinic is cur-

rently operating from 9am – 4pm, but most days 
the clinic is closing early, due to high demand. 
Updates on queue times and closures are post-
ed on the Bass Coast Health Facebook page.

BCH advises that only people who have Co-
vid symptoms or tested positive on a RAT need 
to get a PCR test.

People who are required to use a RAT (for ex-
ample, asymptomatic household contacts) but 
who cannot access one, can also get a PCR.

The state government website states anyone 
else without symptoms who wants to check if 
they have Covid should not get a PCR test. They 
should use a RAT and if one isn’t available, con-
tinue to monitor for symptoms and follow all 

the CovidSafe advice.
Tests can also be booked at the Wonthaggi 

Respiratory Clinic on 0492 036 568.
With health systems increasingly under 

stress, the government has provided advice 
on managing Covid symptoms at home: www.
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/managing-covid-
19-home

Vaccines
The Community Vaccination Clinic at the 

Wonthaggi Town Hall is also experiencing 
high demand and BCH is urging people to 
phone 1800 675 398 or go online to make an ap-
pointment.

On Monday, by 10am it was no longer taking 
further walk-ins due to the high demand.

Vaccinations are also available through GPs 
and select local pharmacies including Cowes 
Priceline Pharmacy and Terry White Chem-
mart and the San Remo Pharmacy.

Supermarket shoppers are being 
greeted with empty shelves as local 
stores struggle to maintain stock.

The combination of supply chain 
issues and high numbers of staff off 
work – either testing positive or being 
a close contact – is responsible.

Transport and distribution services 
are being hit hard by Covid cases, 
with the Transport Workers union re-
porting at least a third of the country’s 
truck drivers are off work.

San Remo IGA said due to depleted 
staff numbers the store was closing 
earlier than normal and home deliver-
ies had been put on hold.

Coles CEO Steven Cain said the su-
permarket chain was dealing with 
supply chain issues, as well as staff 
shortages.

“We’re asking customers to bear with 
us and be fl exible for now by trying a 
different brand or product until we can 
get the entire range back into stores.”

Coles has introduced temporary 
limits of two packs per customer on 
in-demand products such as chicken 
breasts and thighs, mince and sau-
sages.

He said demand for rapid antigen 
tests had “skyrocketed” and while mil-
lions of packs were being delivered 
to stores and extra supplies had been 
ordered, it was not keeping up with 
demand. A limit of one packet per 
customer has been introduced and the 
packs are not available online.

Woolworths’ Chief Executive Brad 
Banducci last week told the ABC that 
more than 20 per cent of distribution 
centre staff and more than 10 per cent 
of store workers were absent.

In the past week, many local businesses, including the San Remo post offi ce and The West-
ernport Hotel, Anerie Bistro and Hotel in Cowes, and Bang Bang in Cape Woolamai closed 
their doors due to staff shortages and Covid health risks.

A familiar sight. Once again, the toilet paper 
shelves at Woolworths in Cowes were empty, 
as supermarkets struggle with supply chains.

Supermarkets shelves bare

Numbers soar with tests hard to fi nd

Using bins inside your home or holiday house in colours that match 
Council’s kerbside bins makes it easy to sort waste appropriately at the 
point of disposal. 

There are many different styles of coloured internal bins available from 
a variety of manufacturers, so choose the style that’s right for your 
home.

Contact Council’s Waste Services Team on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) 
or (03) 5671 2211 or visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/waste for further 
assistance. 

Be A Good Sort!

Covid again cripples local businesses
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Seek, buy and sell

DIXON, John: 
05/01/2022 

Dearly loved cousin of 
Michael (dec),  
June & Kaye. 

You will be sadly  
missed by all who  

knew you John. 
Our love & thoughts to 
Robyn, Scott, Barclay & 

families. 
Remembered always. 

June & Kaye xx

DIXON, John: 
Our sympathy and 
thoughts are with 

Robyn, Scott, Barclay 
and families. 

Happy memories of a 
lifetime friend. 

Phyl, Cefn, Tracey, 
Darren and family.

DIXON, John: 
So many happy 
memories of all 

our parties and get 
togethers. 

Love to all your family 
and especially Laurie 

and Robyn. 
Love the Poppy girls, 

Jane and Christine

Cape Woolamai 

38 Broadwater Ave, 

Sunday 16th January 

8.30am  - 12pm (no early 
birds) 

Surf gear, furniture, 
clothes, toys, home-
wares, books, etc. 

Everything must go

FRIENDS OF KOALAS INC 
Annual General Meeting 
Saturday 22nd January 
2022, 2pm. 
Koala Conservation Re-
serve Meeting Room. 
Please note that meeting 
is dependent on COVID 
regulations. 
Phone 0419552385 for 
confirmation. 
Patsy Hunt President

DIXON, JOHN WARLEY:

13/8/1938 – 5/1/2022

A famous island football player.

John was one of five Dixon brothers, who were 
the heart and soul of the Phillip Island Football 

Netball Club (PIFNC) from its very early days.

A centre half forward, John proudly wore the 
number 18 guernsey, playing in the 1962 and 

1964 premiership sides along side his twin 
brother Laurie and older brother Don.

On one memorable occasion, all five  
Dixon brothers set a record by playing together 

in an island seniors side.

John’s close and valued association with  
the Club has continued since that time  

to the present day.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to John’s 
family, Robyn, Scott and Lizzie, Barclay and 

Sophie, and grandchildren; and to Laurie and 
Jenni and the extended Dixon family.

May he rest in peace.

The President, Committee and members of the 
Phillip Island Football Netball Club.

DEATHSDEATHS DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS

PUBLIC NOTICESDIXON, John, Warley: 

The sad loss of a 
courageous, determined 
and very friendly man. 

Wonderful memories  
of the happy, carefree 

days spent at the 
Ventnor School. 

Heartfelt thoughts to  
all the Dixon families.  

Julie Box and  
the Harris Family

Melaleuca Lodge Auxiliary 
Summer Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
Watchorn Road Cowes  |  0437 949 029

Gift Vouchers Available

Monday 27th December 2021 – 
Saturday 29th January 2022

10am – 1pm Daily
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Watchorn Road Cowes  |  0437 949 029

10am – 1pm Daily
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DIXON, John Warley:
13/8/1938 - 5/1/2022
The Funeral Service for 
Mr John Warley Dixon 
will be held at St John’s 
Uniting Church, Chapel 

St Cowes on Wednesday 
(Jan 12th) commencing 

at 12.00pm.

PRIVATE BURIAL
livestream link: 
https://www.

bellfuneralservices.com.
au/john-warley-dixon/

Harris Family Funerals
9562 3224

FUNERALS

GARAGE SALES

REITH, Vivian 
The Phillip Island and 

San Remo Legacy 
Widows Club send their 

condolences to  
the family. 

Rest In Peace Vivian.

DIXON, John Warley: 

Dear family friend and 
farming neighbour  
at Ventnor for over  

50 years. 

One of nature’s 
gentleman. Now at rest. 

We will miss him 
terribly. 

Pam, Allan and Rachael, 
Fiona and Simon, and 

their families.

DIXON, John W: 

With a life long 
friendship, you have 
given us a lifetime of 

support and left us with 
memories that will  

last forever. 

A true gentleman and  
a great mate. 

May you rest in peace. 

Our sincere 
condolences to Robyn, 

Scott, Barclay and all the 
extended Dixon family. 

Shirley, Jack, Carol, 
Vickie, Julie and Tanya 

The Hobbs

DIXON, John Warley: 
A great mate and friend 

for many years. 
We have enjoyed your 
company on our visits. 
Our drives to catch up 
with old friends and 
many sporting team 

mates and opponents of 
yester year and 

relived great memories. 
We will miss the calls 

and catch-ups. 
R.I.P. johnny boy. 

Our sympathy and love 
go to Robyn and family. 
Also to Laurie, Jenni and 

family and Howard. 
Bob & Marg Watson

PUBLIC NOTICES

FULL-TIME 
POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE

• Roof Truss Fabricator
• Wall Frame Fabricator 
• Aluminium Window and  

Door Fabricator
• Apprentice Cabinetmaker 
• Qualified Cabinetmaker

• Truck Driver
• Delivery Assist Person 
• Kitchen Sales  

Representative/Designer
• Workplace Health and  

Safety Advisor

Capeview Building Products is a leading manufacturer of quality frames, 
trusses, windows and joinery and has been supplying the local building 

industry for over 50 years. Due to increased demand, we have a number 
of great ongoing employment opportunities available, including:

For more details and to apply, please visit  
www.capeviewbuildingproducts.com.au/careers
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PART-TIME – ADMINISTRATION OFFICER / BOOKKEEPER
“Where golf and nature play”

Phillip Island Golf Club is seeking to appoint 
an experienced administration offi cer / 
bookkeeper to deal with internal / external 
enquiries and the accurate maintenance of 
the Club’s fi nancial records.

This diverse position involves the processing 
of Creditors / Debtors / Payroll / Asset Register 
and Membership transactions. It reports 
directly to the Club’s Treasurer.

The successful applicant will have proven 
experience in the use of Xero accounting and 
Square point-of-sale software to maintain 
accurate business records and the timely 
production of monthly trading and year-end 
fi nancial reports.

The successful applicant must have the 
ability to work with minimal supervision as an 
effective member of the Club’s in-house team 
and to complete all assigned responsibilities 
in a courteous and enthusiastic manner.

Applications close Friday 28th January 2022.

Please send Application’s with 
detailed resumes to:

Chairman
Phillip Island Golf Club

Po Box 851 
Cowes, VIC, 3922

or by email to 
offi ce@pigc.com.au

CAUSUAL CLEANER/HOUSEKEEPER
ISLAND BREEZE RESORT, COWES 

Hospitality & Tourism / Housekeeping   |   $25 - $29.99 per hour   |   Casual
Housekeeper required for FRIDAY work at busy Phillip Island Resort. 

Experience preferred but not essential just a good attitude. 
On the job training will be a major part of the job from the beginning. 

No weekend work required. Work 5 to 10 hours/week mainly on Friday 
Will suit person living on or near Phillip Island.

If you are interested, please provide your resume and contact Heidi/Stuart at  
Island Breeze Resort: 03 5952 2188, 0417 364 876 or islandbreeze@holidayconcepts.com.au
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SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

SCOTT, Jan:
A long-time member 
of Phillip Island & San 

Remo Legacy Club.
She will be missed by 

Legatees and members 
alike.

Rest In Peace Jan.

Dixon, John Warley:

13/8/1938 - 5/1/2022

Dearly loved husband  
of Robyn. 

Much loved father of 
Scott and Lizzy, Barclay 

and Sophie. Adored 
‘Johnny’ of Annabella, 

Hamish, Hunter, Camilla 
and Henry. 

Son of Mollie and Rex 
(both dec), brother of 
Donald (dec), Laurie 

(twin) and sister in law 
Jenni, Winston (dec)  

and Howard.

John Warley Dixon 
passed away peacefully 
at home on the island 
that he loved, in the 
community that he 

cherished, surrounded 
by his family. 

He was one of nature’s 
gentlemen who will be 

sorely missed.

DIXON, John Warley:

13/08/1938 - 
05/01/2022 

Passed away peacefully 
after a tragic accident. 

Much loved twin 
brother  of Laurie and 
sister-in-law of Jenni 

Adored Uncle Johnny of 
Narelle, Robyn, Jane  

and families. 

We shall miss your quiet 
strength John.

DIXON, John: 

You have always been 
just across the paddock. 

A great friend and 
someone I have always 

looked up to.

May the sheep comb 
easy and the grass 

always be lush. Love 
Greg and Amanda Price 

and family
 

REITH, Vivian:

The Funeral Service for 
Mrs. Vivian Reith will be 
held at St. John’s Uniting 

Church, Chapel Street, 
Cowes on Wednesday 

12th January, 2022, 
commencing at 3.00pm.

At the conclusion of 
the service the funeral 
will leave for the Phillip 

Island Cemetery. 

Vivian’s service will be 
live streamed. Please go 
to www.handleyandan-
dersonfunerals.com.au  

for details.

In lieu of flowers, 
donations to The Vivian 

Docking Reith Fund (Bass 
Coast Community Foun-
dation). Envelopes will be 
available at the service.

If you wish to donate to 
this Fund you can visit  

the Bass Coast Commu-
nity Foundation website 

www.bccf.org.au in 
order to make an online 

donation. 

REITH, Vivian:      

13th May 1917 to 5th 
January 2022

Beloved wife of Alan 
Docking (Dec.),

Dearly loved by her 
family; Frances and Jim, 

Miranda and Albert, 
Russell and Elizabeth, 
and their children and 

grandchildren.

Beloved wife of Alec 
Reith (Dec.) and loved by 

Sandy and Belle, Janet 
and David, Peter and 

Kerrie, and their children 
and grandchildren.

How blessed we were  
to have had this  

wonderful person in  
our lives.

 

REITH/DOCKING, Ethel 
Vivian May: 

Passed away peacefully 
05/01/2022, beloved 

mother of Russell, 
loved mother-in-law 

of Elizabeth, Granny to 
Katherine and Andrew, 
Jeff and Sarah, Michael 
and Van, “Big Granny” 

to Mark, Cameron, 
Imogen, Albert, Evelyn 

and Georgia.

A Good Life Well Lived.

DIXON, John: 

Deepest Sympathy to 
Robyn, Scott and Barclay.

John will be missed 
enormously

The Directors of Alex 
Scott and Staff

 

DIXON, John: 

I couldn’t have wished 
for a more helpful and 
generous neighbour.

It will never be the same 
around here without 

you and Donald.

Rest in Peace, Martin

EMAIL YOUR CLASSIFIEDS TO sport@pisra.com.au
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1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings 
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA 
Cowes Big Book meeting 
at St Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 
0417 317 470; Salvation 
Army building, McKenzie 
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.

And the peace 
of God, which 
transcends all 
understanding, 
will guard your 

hearts and  
your minds in  
Christ Jesus”

Phillippians 4;7 NIV

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newhaven College is an independent    
co-educational school on Phillip 

Island offering quality education for 
students from Prep to Year 12. 

 

We are seeking to employ a permanent 
part-time (FTE 0.5):  

 

Accounts Payable 
Officer 

 

For details on requirements, duties, and 
responsibilities, visit our website 
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/         

about/ work-at-newhaven 
 
Applications close 4.00pm, Friday 21 January 

2022 and should be submitted to 
katrina.lawrence@newhavencol.vic.edu.au 

 
Newhaven College is a child safe environment. 

Every child has a right to be safe, and at the 
College we have a zero tolerance for child safety 

risks (including child abuse and reportable 
conduct).  As such, preferred applicants will be 

subject to child protection screening, background 
and reference checks, verification of identity 

checks and must adhere to the College’s child safe 
practices, as outlined in the Child Protection 

Program policies available on the College website. 
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PERMANENT PART TIME CLEANING  
OPPORTUNITY AT A SUPERMARKET IN COWES.

3 hours per day all 7 days. 
Weekly hourly rate - $ 24.97
Saturday hourly - $ 35.82
Sunday hourly - $ 46.68

Super and long service leave 

Equipment, chemicals, training 
and job support provided. 

ranil@ncwholdings.com
0448 264 333
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TRUCK DRIVER/YARDPERSON
Must have MR truck licence

Forklift licence an advantage
Timber and hardware experience an advantage 

Must be able to work Saturday mornings  
on a rotating roster

Also MUST enjoy customer service and  
be able to work independently

All applications by phone to Steve 5678 8552
grantville@vansteenseltimbers.com.au
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PUBLIC NOTICES

FOLLOW 
US

FOR MORE NEWS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Planning concerns
Just read your first edition this 

year, good to see a real printed 
paper still out in the community.

I’d like to provide input plan-
ning issues we have had at San 
Remo over the years.

Many issues have been ac-
knowledged by Council and state 
government but in reality little 
has progressed except subdivi-
sions and expanding the size of 
the town probably at least five 
times the size it was when we first 
bought here 22 years ago.

I’ve been to many community 
meetings to discuss expanding 
the town area and road expan-
sions.

In more recent times we had the 
problems of the original Keam 
Estate subdivision that the San 
Remo community successfully 
took to VCAT.

Then the revised plan that was 
supposed to follow the VCAT 
decision, but which both the de-
veloper and Bass Council have 
ignored and I’m sure one day will 
end up in court.

Then there’s the insurance 
claims to be lodged for damage 
to properties caused by water 
from Panorama Estate, not only 
in Genista Street but other areas 
through to Backbeach Road.

Water only knows one way to 
travel towards the bay and this 
estate has water from infrastruc-
ture they’ve built.

Having lived here for a num-
ber of years as our main home or 
holiday home area and originally 
camping on our block, it’s some-
where we will always remember 
fondly.

Chris Day, San Remo

Groundhog Day on bin 
stupidity

Albert Einstein said: “Insanity 
is doing the same thing over and 
over and expecting different re-
sults.” He may have been predict-
ing the actions of the Bass Coast 

Shire.
For five years, ratepayers have 

paid the price for a poor waste 
collection program.

Paid through bins being left on 
the streets, spoiling our amenity. 
Paid through rubbish overflow-
ing from these bins, littering our 
streets. And paid, literally with 
our money, to support a system 
that simply does not work.

Every year residents who dare 
to complain have been arrogantly 
lectured about why it is the right 
system, and why education is the 
key. I have personally been told 
by three mayors that it was the 
fault of the community, and not 
the system.

Well, here we are in year five, 
and council is channelling Ein-
stein, by doing the same thing, 
and expecting a different result.

But at least they are consistent.
The blame is squarely placed on 

residents and tenants. No blame 
is taken by the architects of a sys-
tem that has never worked. 

That would require self-reflec-
tion, and a self-awareness our 
mayors and senior officers do not 
possess.

Paul Zennaro, Ventnor

Ugly, costly, useless
Our forefathers, all those years 

ago, installed a series of ugly 
groynes on our iconic north fac-
ing beach east of Cowes, in the 
quite mistaken belief the sands 
would be swept away without 
them.

We had somehow learned to 
live with them, and dodge around 
or over them at higher tides, and 
gaze upon them, and the other 
beaches without them, and pon-
der on their ugliness, and the 
complete ineffectiveness of them 
against Mother Nature.

So, come back any time after 
days, months, years, or decades, 
and it can be seen that Mother 
Nature, she doth puteth, and doth 
taketh away the sands at her 
whim. 

I use Biblical terminology, be-
cause the sands have been here 
since before Biblical times, and 
will surely be here for thousands 
of years to come. 

The “green” driven ideology 
of erecting ugly groynes on our 
once beautiful beach, will not de-
ter Mother Nature in her relent-
less puteth and taketh strategy.

On my walk on December 
27, each of the ugly newly con-
structed groynes has a gap of 25 
cm or so underneath, indicating 
millions of tonnes of sand has 
recently been taketh by Mother 
Nature and puteth somewhere 
else more deserving, possibly this 
time to the “groyneless” Cowes 
main beach, which has received a 
large dump of sand, just in time to 
present a lovely beach for holiday 
makers to enjoy!

I can see some merit in install-
ing rock walls, or groyne like 
wooden structures parallel to the 
high tide line, to avoid landown-
ers losing part of their land to ero-
sion, even though it is quite obvi-
ous that eroded banks shown by 
the sand there, and various old 
things uncovered, that this has 
all happened before. 

We are watching Mother Na-
ture in her relentless puteth and 
taketh pursuits!

Is it just me, or does anyone 
else, particularly in the Lovers 
Walk, Stradbroke Avenue, Sil-
verleaves areas, deplore the ugly, 
costly, useless, desecration of our 
once beautiful, north facing East 
Cowes beaches?

Graeme Endacott, Healesville

German Pointer needs 
good home

I am and always will be a lover 
of dogs, great and small. In my 
opinion, regardless of the on-
lease/off-lease debate, if an own-
er can control their dog off-leash 
I have no concerns.

Disappointingly, over the 
past months I have witnessed a 

thoughtless attitude, disregard 
for our environment and wildlife 
and the laws in place to protect 
both, that continues to confound 
me. I had not previously encoun-
tered this person on my daily 
walks so possibly a new resident 
to the Island or new to dog own-
ership.

The dog is a large brown/white 
German Pointer which is allowed 
to run off lead (in designated 
on- lead areas) out of control 
and displaying the prey/hunting 
characteristics that this breed 
of dog is known for, within the 
bushed area. Not to mention re-
lieving itself on the beach with-
out a thought from its owner to 
pick up the waste. From conver-
sations with other local residents, 
this particular dog and owner are 
known for these reasons within 
the Red Rocks area.

This morning I again had to 
witness this woman’s disregard 
for our Island. Her dog was, 
as usual off lead and ‘hunting’ 
through the roped off Hooded 
Plover area. I called out to her 
regarding gaining control of her 
dog, however either through neg-
ligence or an inability to control 
her animal failed to do anything 
to rectify the situation. Her reply 
to me was, “at least I’m recog-
nised”. What!?

A visitor to the Island was play-
ing with his young child nearby 
and witnessing our encounter. 
He said he was glad someone at-
tempted to rectify the situation as 
he too was concerned about the 
plovers just up from where they 
were sitting (he pointed them out 
to me). Who knows the real out-
come for others?

With all the exceptional work 
the rangers and volunteers do to 
protect our endangered species 
and all wildlife in general, I am 
astounded that a visitor to our 
Island has more respect for our 
way of life than this person who, 
I assume, lives here.

Name and address supplied

Local education in 2022 
is set for a big shake up, 
with new facilities open-
ing and a change in popu-
lation demographics in the 
wake of Covid.

Some schools have ex-
perienced a boom in en-
rolments, others have had 
losses, while two new 
facilities will be opened: 
San Remo’s Bass Coast 
College (years 7-9) and an 
extension to the Phillip Is-
land Early Learning Cen-
tre (PIELC), ahead of the 
roll out of funded three-
year-old kinder this year.

As part of state govern-
ment changes, Bass Coast 
Shire now runs the central 
enrolment system for pre-
school and kindergarten.

According to shire fig-
ures, there are 280 three-
year-olds enrolled for kin-
dergarten in 2022: Cowes 
71, San Remo 44, and Co-
rinella 26.

And for four-year-old 
kindergarten there are 
just under 400, including: 
Cowes 129, San Remo 
62, and Corinella 31, with 
Bass Valley Children’s 
Centre at Corinella at the 
end of last year receiving 
State Government funding 
for a two-room expansion 
or 66 additional licensed 

places.
PIELC coordinator 

Karen Treppo said their 
$687,000 kindergarten 
upgrade includes a new 
room to the existing long 
day care and sessional 
kindergarten, which ca-
ters for an increase of 39 
licenced places, and nine 
new sessional four-year-
old places. 

The extension is the sec-
ond in the PIELC’s history, 
which was first opened in 

2012 and received a new 
portable for four and five-
year-olds in 2020.

“Ever since we opened 
we have had huge demand 
and always had a wait list. 
We opened with 106 chil-
dren per day and next year 
we’ll have 170 per day but 
potentially a total of 300 in 
a week because of our var-
ied programs,” Karen said.

“We’ve definitely had 
more of an increase since 
Covid and people moving 

to the area.”
At San Remo, 10 months 

of construction will see 
the launch of the new Bass 
Coast College at the start 
of term one.

Wonthaggi Secondary 
College principal Darren 
Parker said they would 
have about 420 students at 
the beginning of the school 
year at the new campus.

“We can’t wait to show 
off the new facilities,” Mr 
Parker said.

Total enrolment at the 
college will be more than 
1600 students, up from 
1510 in 2021.

Decrease
Our Lady Star of the Sea 

Catholic primary school 
in Cowes, which opened in 
2018, will have an intake of 
104 for 2022, a jump on last 
year’s intake of about 80.

Cowes Primary School 
principal Rod McKenzie 
said their enrolments were 
down on last year.

“We will move from 24 
to 23 classes in 2022,” he 
said.

“There has also been a 
number of families move 
to Melbourne and inter-
state. Some other families 
have been disrupted as 
a result of the changing 
housing market. 

“Covid has caused lots of 
disruption and migration.”

Newhaven College prin-
cipal Tony Corr said there 
would be 130 new students 
to the college, including 44 
in prep and 60 in year 7.

“Our numbers have re-
mained consistently high 
as per previous years.”

Numbers were not avail-
able for the Village School 
or San Remo and Newhav-
en primary schools.

Phillip Island Early Learning Centre co-ordinator Karen Treppo: “We’ve definitely 
had more of an increase since Covid and people moving to the area.”

2022 school intake reflects 
changing population
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14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

PHILLIP 
 ISLAND
  MARINETIDE 

GUIDE
All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK

PIFNC Junior  
Football Coaches

Applications now open for

U10, U12, U14  
& Youth Girls

Applications to be emailed to 
brendan.cashman
@tabcorp.com.au  

by Thursday 23rd January.

Enquiries contact:
Junior Football  

Operation Manager,
Brendan Cashman

0455 077 843

JD
00447A

A

Winners: John Nicholson, Bev El-
liott, Pauline McWilliams and Lind-
say Russell (retired hurt).

Runners up: Peter McWilliams, 
Phil Wright and Mike Saunders.

Thursday, January 6 midweek 
bowls was played at San Remo with 
26 happy bowlers glad to get back 
into the bowling scene.

The day started off cool and pleas-

ant as the day progressed the weath-
er became quite unbearably hot more 
so the humidity. We did not finish the 
second game as everyone was ex-
hausted from the heat.

Nevertheless good scores were re-
corded: winning score 28 points, run-
ners up 27 points.

There was no one game winners 
because of the early finish.

Cold drinks were definitely the or-
der of the day and the bar did very 
well. Thank you to Peter Thorley, 
who always serves us with a smile 
also to Gwen Jeffrey and Elaine Wil-
liams for attending to kitchen duties.

Without our volunteers we would 

not have a midweek bowls group.
A big thank you to the members who 

brought items for the free raffle table. 
The RCH tin did very well with many 
falling on their sword and donating.

Our member Lindsay had a nasty 
fall and ended up in hospital – we 
wish him well.

Next week we will be at Tar-
win Lower – 10am at the club for a 
10.30am start, two games of 12 ends. 
BYO lunch and uniforms.

For more information or to register 
please call Peter McWilliams on 5678 
5974 the night before. Everyone wel-
come.

See you on the green.

Tuesday, January 4 Stableford.
Ladies winner Wendy Hopkins 

(29) with 40 points on countback 
from Pam Rothfield (24).

Mens:
Division one winner Jim Rich-

ardson (12) with 38 points, r/up 
Isaac Batty (+2) with 37 points on 
c/b to Dan McConnon.

Division Two winner Jason King 
(17) with 39 Points, r/up John Monk 
(18) with 38 points on c/b from 
Bruce Sherwood.

Division Three winner Adam 
Wagner (28) with 44 points, r/up 
Paul Hewitt (26) with 40 points on 
c/b from John Payne.

Nine hole competition winner 

Patrick Owens (25) with 24 points 
on countback from Chris Hailes 
(32) with 19 points.

Thursday, January 6 Open Par.
Division one winner Dan McCon-

non (6) with +3, r/up Ron Young (12) 
with +2 on c/back from Ray Reid.

Division two winner Tony Zoa-
netti (21) with +2 on c/back to Chris 
Cannin (33).

Nine Hole stableford competition 
winner Simon Furniss (21) with 21 
points on c/b to Mal MacArthur (27).

Saturday, January 8 Mens 
Monthly Medal Stroke

Mens:
A Grade winner Chris Reynolds 

(7) with 71 nett, r/up was Lucas 

Piera (1) with 73 Nett c/back.
B Grade winner Lawrie Down-

ward (16) with 70 Nett, r/up John 
Wiseman (17) with 72 Nett.

C Grade Winner Art Lyons (24) 
with 68 nett, r/up John Payne (26) 
with 71 Nett.

Monthly Medal winner Art Ly-
ons.

NTP: 5th Brent White, 7th Phil 
Dressing, 10th Jason King, 17th 
Alan Sherlock.

The Ladies played Stableford and 
the winner was Trish Jamieson (41) 
with 41 Points from Karen Green 
(12) with 35 points on countback.

NTP: 5th Ira Septiana, 7th Zoe 
Frost, 10th Rhonda Boyd, 17th 
Debra Orr.

Nine hole competition winner 
was Bruce Smith.

15 End 2 Bowl competition:
Winner Marilyn Forrest and Run-

ner Up Sandra Read.
Ladies 21 up competition: 

Lynne Thomas def Trish Wil-
liams. Lyn Rogerson def Gwenda 
Arnold. Monika Poole def Glenda 
Grazules. Karen Cashen def Mer-
rilyn King. Marilyn Forrest def 
Jan Dixon. Pam Cameron def Julia 
Pora. Jan Stubbs def Inga Royce.

Well done ladies
Champion of Champions was held 

at Wonthaggi with Darryl Major go-
ing through to the Men’s final Sun-
day afternoon but was defeated by 
W. Parks from Inverloch 14-25.

Sandra Read for the ladies go-
ing down only just on Saturday to 
R.Scott from Meeniyan in a fabu-
lous fight back by 2 shots 23-25.

Socials on Thursday saw 24 play-

ers take to the green in hot humid 
cloudy conditions with visitors from 
Moonee Ponds, Mulgrave, Garfield 
and Cheltenham joining us.

Winners for the day were Ash Ali-
bone, Monica Poole, Lynne Thomas 
and Steve Bellino with 2 wins and a 
+31 and runners up were John King-
sley, Lyn Rogerson, Jools Dusting 
and Adrian Goldsmith with 2 wins 
and a +21.

Midweek Pennant starts back this 
week … good luck all and there is 
also a Mens Pairs Match on Wednes-
day morning and some more of the 
ladies 21 Up.

Check the board outside and check 
the inside board for upcoming events 
and get your names down.

Legacy 4’s and Australia Day 
medley on the 26th.

Have a good week all and good 
bowling.

Organisers have announced the 
Cape Paterson Aquathon, scheduled 
for January 16, has been cancelled.

They said the decision was made 
“in the interests of public safety 
while the pandemic is at its peak”, 
and because there were challenges 
finding enough available person-
nel for water safety duties as well 
as volunteers who act as road mar-
shalls.

The organisers of the Cowes and 

San Remo events are hoping to 
press ahead but will be monitoring 
the situation.

The Little Penguin Dash in Cowes 
is currently scheduled for February 
5 at 10.30am, with the Cowes Clas-
sic at 2.15pm.

The San Remo Channel Chal-
lenge is scheduled for February 19 
at 3.15pm.

Online registrations and informa-
tion at www.basscoastseries.com.au

There has been an increase in peo-
ple dobbing in dodgy fishing practic-
es on Western Port over the summer 
holidays, according to the Victorian 
Fisheries Authority.

A VFA spokesperson told the Ad-
vertiser a large number of calls were 
made to 13FISH – the hotline to re-
port illegal or suspected illegal fish-
ing – with 110 inspections carried 
out by fisheries officers on the bay.

“During the Christmas and New 

Year holiday period, officers from 
Cowes patrolled the Western Port 
area, which experiences high visita-
tion rates,” the spokesperson said.

“Several people were given warn-
ings and four received infringement 
notices relating to fishing in the in-
tertidal zone, undersize catch and 
abalone offences.”

She said it was vital anglers under-
stood the fishing regulations before 
heading out.

The Victorian Recreational Fishing 
Guide outlines regulations relating to 
where a person can fish, what equip-
ment can be used, catch and size lim-
its.

Details: www.vfa.vic.gov.au and 
also on the Vic Fishing app.

Anyone who sees or suspects il-
legal fishing in Victorian waters 
should call 13FISH (133474).

vfa.vic.gov.au/enforcement/13fish-
intelligence-reporting-line

SPORT
Phillip Island bowls results

Our Champion of Champions play-
ers Darryl Major and Sandra Read.

15 End 2 Bowl Singles, Sandra 
Read and Marilyn Forrest.

Social Day winners (left to right): Ash Alibone, Steve Bellino, Lynne 
Thomas and Monica Poole.

San Remo Bowls Club
Winners Pauline McWilliams (2), John Nicholson (S), Bev Elliott (3) 
and Lindsay Russell (L) not pictured.

Runners Up: Peter McWilliams (S), Mike Saunders (L), Phil Wright (3).

Phillip Island golf results

Cape Paterson Aquathon cancelled

South West Gippsland Midweek Bowls Group

Several anglers were given warnings and four received infringement notices relating to fishing in the inter-
tidal zone, undersize catch and abalone offences.

Anglers targeted for illegal catch
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633
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00
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BC

44-48 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES 
(ELLIS ARCADE)

• Strategic Freehold Retail Investment on 1 title
• Commercial Zone 1 – 1,931.71m2 in total
• 48 Thompson Avenue currently has a long 

term tenant
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST CLOSING 
TUESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY @ 4PM

• Located on The Esplanade at Surf Beach with 
superb ocean views from Cape Woolamai to 
Pyramid Rock

• Massive 3 bay garage with entry into the home
• 3 bedrooms/2 bathroom/3 cars
$2,500,000 TO $2,750,000

• Short walk to Cowes north facing beach
• Open plan kitchen, living and dining opening 

on to an undercover deck
• 4 bedrooms/1 bathroom
$780,000 TO $820,000

43 BATMAN STREET, SURF BEACH

20 RAYWOOD AVENUE, COWES

 WE HAVE 
CASH  

BUYERS 
READY TO  

PURCHASE 
NOW!

CALL US 
TODAY FOR A 
FREE MARKET 

APPRAISAL.

French Island once hid in plain 
sight. 

Slap bang in the middle of 
Western Port, for years the island 
– much larger than neighbouring 
Phillip Island – was a largely un-
discovered, hidden gem.

But since the pandemic there 
has been an upswing in interest, 
thanks largely to its remote life-
style, yet close proximity.

French Island’s only real es-
tate agent has reported that in 
an average year, properties take 
12 months to sell, but during 
the pandemic they have been 
snapped up in a week.

Now ABC TV’s Back Roads pro-
gram – renowned for travelling 
Australia to interview quirky and 
colourful townsfolk – has discov-
ered French Island, late last year 
visiting to film local residents, in-
cluding the barge operator, gen-
eral store owner and former tour 
owner Lois Aires.

Long-time local Matt Spark 
says he was interviewed by guest 
host Lisa Millar – better known 
for hosting ABC News Breakfast 
– about his dual role as manager 
of the French Island Vineyard and 
captain of the cricket club.

“Anyone who was a colourful 
character or had a story had a 
microphone put in front of them,” 
Matt jokes.

“We spent a couple of hours 
around the grapevines and Lisa 
planted a couple of vines, and 
then we filmed a game at the 
cricket club.”

Is he worried the attention will 
detract from the island’s relative 
isolation?

“Generally, the population here 
is about 100 but on weekends late-
ly there can be up to 300 people.

“But we still have no bridge. If 
people are brave enough to come 
over then I’m happy to promote 
French Island.”

Cricket club
Matt says not only has he been 

interviewed by Back Roads about 
the French Island cricket club, but 
other media has also been fasci-
nated by the club’s history.

The club is 121 years old and 
has played continuously except 
for a break during the world wars.

He says because of the island’s 
small population, it is always a 
struggle to get 11 players for the 
team.

“About four years ago we were 
almost at the point we would have 
to fold because we couldn’t get 
enough players.

“So we did a recruitment drive 
on the mainland, through news-

papers and friends of locals, and 
got enough members to keep the 
club going.”

There are now about four play-
ers who live on the island.

The club plays in the Morn-
ington Peninsula Cricket Asso-
ciation in the A1 grade, which 
has eight teams in the south 
Frankston area.

“We won our game when Back 
Roads filmed. We’ve won all 
three games so far this year so 
we’re doing well.”

While Matt is the captain, his 
mum Dianne has been the club 
secretary for 40 years and a scor-
er for 50 years, while his father is 
treasurer and uncle the president.

“I have played for the club my 
whole life, since I was 12, so 22 
years. I’ve only missed three 
games in that time, twice because 
I was in a wedding and once I was 

on holidays.”

Lifestyle
Matt says he grew up on his 

parents’ cattle farm and it was 
an idyllic childhood, with the is-
land off-grid and residents pay no 
rates.

“As much as it’s isolated there 
are always people around and as 
a kid I had a huge amount of free-
dom and independence.

“People often think we’re back-
wards – they’ll ask us if we have 
WiFi or phone reception and yes 
we do.”

Matt attended the island’s only 
school, Perseverance Primary.

“At one stage it got down to just 
three kids at the school; me, my 
sister and one other pupil. At its 
highest I reckon it has been about 
15 students.”

Like all children growing up on 
the island, he then attended sec-
ondary school on the Morning-
ton Peninsula, catching the ferry 
each day to Westernport Second-
ary College at Hastings.

For 15 years the father of two has 
been the manager at the vineyard 
and seven years ago moved off the 
island to live on the peninsula at 
Bittern, to be closer to his partner’s 
work and his children’s school.

“I now commute to the island 
by boat every day, catching a 
lift with a contractor who lives 
at Crib Point and does the road 
maintenance on the island, or I 
catch the ferry.

“At times I miss living here, but 
I’m still here a lot, at least eight 
hours a day.

“In March my partner and I are 
actually getting married at the 
vineyard, after cancelling it twice 
because of Covid.”

ABC TV’s Back Roads program – renowned for travelling Australia to interview quirky and colourful townsfolk – visited French Island in 
December to film local residents, including the barge operator, general store owner and former tour owner Lois Aires, as well as manager 
of the French Island Vineyard Matt Spark.

C’est la vie on French Island

Matt Spark is the captain of the French Island Cricket Club, which is 
121 years old. This match was filmed for Back Roads earlier this month.
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