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Locals and visitors alike were out enjoying the sunshine over the weekend, with crowds flocking to beaches, cafes and bars across the island. The Wain family from Ventnor made
the most of the wonderful weather with a day at the Cowes Yacht Club beach with their visitors, the Robinson’s from Ringwood. There were smiles, sand and wetsuits all round.
Back row: Hugh Wain, Pax Robinson, Max Wain and Taj Robinson. Front: Ivy Robinson and Isla Wain.

Hopes dashed for road upgrade

Residents of Shetland Heights
Road have had their hopes for a
road upgrade as part of the develop-
ment of the Junior Secondary Cam-
pus in San Remo dashed.

When the state government an-
nounced in August 2019 that San
Remo would be the site of the new
campus, both residents and council
expressed hope this would result
in a significant contribution from
the government towards the cost of
sealing the road.

A spokesperson for Bass Coast
Shire Council said the unsealed

COWES SELF STORAGE

FULLY SECURED—FULL SURVEILLANCE

BOAT CARAVAN RV STORAGE

SOLAR POWER now available to each unit for battery charging. No extra cost.

sections of Potters Hill and Shet-
land Heights roads were rural type
roads and “unsuitable for the likely
increase in vehicular and pedes-
trian traffic generated by the new
school.”

“We have been working with the
Victorian School Building Author-
ity’s Engineering Consultant to
achieve the best infrastructure out-
comes in support of the new school
site.”

However the government and
Bass Coast Shire Council have now
confirmed the project will not in-

clude an upgrade for the busy road.

“The Victorian School Building
Authority has advised that sealing
Shetland Heights Road is not part of
the works proposed for the school,”
a council spokesperson said.

Member for Bass, Jordan Crug-
nale confirmed the government
would only upgrade Potters Hill
Road.

“All proposed works to Shetland
Heights Road rest with Bass Coast
Shire Council as identified in their
San Remo Strategy adopted in Au-
gust 2013,” Ms Crugnale said.

“Whilst Shetland Heights is not
within the school building scope,
all responsible agencies will work
together to ensure the movement of
traffic and pedestrians is safe and
well planned.”

Ongoing campaign

When the site of the new campus
was announced in December 2020,
Fritzie Barrowcliffe, a spokesper-
son for the residents said she was
concerned the government would
“do the bare minimum and com-
plete Potters Hill Road only”.

LKOOO68AA

Hugerange instore
Check out our rug studio

“If that is the case, it is a total out-
rage and we will fight it tooth and
nail,” she said at the time.

It appears the residents’ worst
fears have come true.

Fritzie said neither the council
nor government had officially noti-
fied the group that Shetland Heights
Road would not be sealed as part of
the campus development.

She said residents will continue to
lobby all levels of government, as it
was “unacceptable” not to upgrade
the road.

Continued page 12

155 Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au

Ph: 5952 1488

For boats and caravans call Mike 0408 547 677
For general storage call Kristina 5952 6633

52-54 Thompson Ave, Cowes PH: 5952 5100
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Parking “nightmares” come true

In December Cowes west residents predict-
ed a summer of car parking “nightmares” af-
ter councillors voted in support of an upgrade
to the Phillip Island Beachfront Holiday Park.

Resident Rhonda Barnett, said residents are
living the nightmare, with parking issues as
bad as ever.

“When council approved the proposal, they
promised a great monitoring of parking, but
we haven’t seen them at all these holidays.

“They said they’d be doing regular patrols,
but no one has sighted them.

“We were told not to worry ... it would be ful-
ly monitored. Well, lesson learned,” she said.

“Last week, there were two rows of cars
parked along the nature strip.”

Rhonda said she rang the council last week
about the issue but hasn’t had a response.

She said she also went to the office at the
Holiday Park to complain about cars parking
across driveways and on the nature strips and
was told “it’s not our problem, we don’t care”.
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“I was hoping because it was now the
NRMA, there may be more community liai-
son. I thought they would talk to people and
try and work with you, but no,” Rhonda said.

An NRMA spokesperson told the Advertiser,
“NRMA Parks and Resorts is continually work-
ing with Bass Coast Shire Council and the local
community to ensure Phillip Island remains a
great place to live, work and holiday”.

“Any street parking outside the holiday park
is monitored by council and not regulated by
holiday park staff,” the spokesperson said.

“Locals and holiday makers legally use
street parking to access the nearby beach.

“Any drivers who park illegally, such as
across driveways, risk being fined by coun-
cil rangers. Holiday park staff also regularly
remind guests to be considerate of local resi-
dents and the wider community.”

Patrols

When the permit for an upgrade to the
Holiday Park was approved at the December
meeting, Bass Coast Shire councillors prom-
ised there would be increased patrols of the
park by by-laws officers and police.

At the time, Rhona Barnett said she had no
faith in the promise, however a spokesperson
for Bass Coast Shire Council said extra pa-
trols had been undertaken.

“We have been carrying out additional pa-
trols in the streets surrounding the Cowes
Caravan Park this summer.

“A total of 13 parking infringement notic-
es have been issued along Kedah Road and
Church Street, between McKenzie Road and

Australian Plaques

It’s time to support Australian foundries

Your Word - of -Moutti co Oun Motivate

Residents living around the Phillip Island Beachfront Holiday Park say last summer’s
parking nightmares have been repeated, despite council promising to monitor the area and

increase patrols.

McHaffie Drive, between December 21 and
now, including three on January 8.”

Proposed upgrade

The $900,000 upgrade to the Phillip Is-
land Beachfront Holiday Park at 164 Church
Street, was approved by Council at the De-
cember meeting, although councillors did
not support the proposed construction of four
glamping buildings on the foreshore.

They also voted to move a swimming pool
and jumping pillow to a quieter area after
resident noise concerns.

The development — which received 22 ob-
jections — will remove up to 20 significant,
healthy natives and includes 12 new ensuites
and studio units - taking the total number of
sites to 270 - but adding just 17 new car parks.

Surrounding residents objected, already criti-
cal of insufficient car parking each peak sea-
son.

Foryears, residents surrounding the holiday
park at 164 Church Street have complained of
tenants and visitors parking on nature strips
and over driveways of nearby houses.

In October, the then-management Across
Australia Parks and Resorts (AAPR) an-
nounced it would take Bass Coast Shire to
VCAT, after they said the shire failed to grant
a planning permit within the prescribed time.

The VCAT hearing is currently scheduled
for May 31 and June 1, 2021.

The NRMA did not respond when asked
if the hearing would now be abandoned, in
light of council’s approval of the plan at the
December 2020 meeting.

A1 Plaques specialise in cast bronze and
aluminium plaques guaranteed to last a lifetime.
Our bronze is protected by a Baked Enamel
coating ensuring a quality finish to all our works.
We can also provide engraved plaques in
Stainless and Aluminium.

We pride ourselves in servicing any request
with regard to design, artwork, size and shape.
Offering consultancy throughout the design
period to ensure our clients are completely
satisfied, our products are of the highest quality
and competitive pricing, delivered to you in a
timely manner.

We service all industries including Cemeteries,
RSLs, Councils, Churches, Pet Memorials
and more.

Please visit our website to view a
comprehensive product range.

/A

Al PLAQUES

LKOO909AA

1300 558 812

www.alplaquesheadoffice.com.au

Savage court appearance adjourned

Committal mentions for Joshua and Tay-
lor Savage scheduled for January 7 at the
Latrobe Valley Magistrates Court were ad-
journed until March 4.

A committal mention is a preliminary hear-
ing before a full committal hearing. At a com-
mittal mention, the magistrate determines
whether any or all of the charges can be
heard and finalised in the Magistrates’ Court,
or may order the accused to be committed to
trial at the County Court or Supreme Court.

The Savage brothers are charged with
stealing $650,000 in 19 separate robberies
across Phillip Island and South Gippsland.
In August 2019, the men were remanded in
custody, with the judge describing them as
an unacceptable risk to the community. They
successfully appealed for bail to the Supreme
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« Residential PV Systems
« Commercial PV Systems

« www.bwdsolar.com.au
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Court in September and were granted bail
subject to a series of conditions, including not
travelling to Bass Coast or South Gippsland
unless permitted by police.

POLICE
ﬂ BRIEES

Police from San Remo were called to a
fire at the Anderson Lookout in Clifford
Road around 4.30pm on Sunday.

The small grass fire, started by a ciga-
rette, was quickly contained.

A 36-year-old man from Cape Woola-
mai is assisting police with enquiries.

BWD

M: 0466 746 749
E: info@bwdsolar.com.au
W: www.bwdsolar.com.au




Outdoor furniture is covered in dust, and Andrew said the dirt displayed
here is from just one day of summer traffic.

Sunderland Bay a dust bowl

Sunderland Bay has been engulfed
in dust since Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil ripped up the dust suppressant on
local roads five years ago.

Andrew Gott said he can’t open the
windows in his home on The Espla-
nade because of the dust, which also
coats his car and covers furniture
and floors indoors and out.

“When we purchased our home
in 2006 the road had a light asphalt
seal, which acted as a dust suppres-
sant. This worked extremely well for
approximately six years and then
started to break up due to not enough
camber on the crown of the road and
alack of drainage,” Andrew said.

“The council in its wisdom decided
in 2015 to rip out the asphalt and lay
a dirt road with no dust suppression.
Subsequently for five plus years now
we are living in a dust bowl.”

He said the floors in his house are
scratched from the abrasive dust which
“gets through any crack” and the paint-
work on his car is also damaged.

Then there’s the health risk.

“Children are walking down the

street coughing and inhaling dust.
What damage will this do to their
lungs in later years?”

Holiday traffic

The busy holiday season exacer-
bates the issue, with cars travelling
along the Esplanade to the car park
at Barry Street.

“It’s used as a highway for cars to
view the surf and also residents use
it as a thoroughfare to Elane, Barry
and Foam streets.

“Because we're facing south, the
wind blows the dust across into our
house. It’s got to the stage where it is
just ridiculous.”

With more than four decades of
experience in the construction indus-
try, Andrew is at a loss to understand
why council won’t reinstate the dust
suppressant.

He’s calculated it would cost under
$25,000 to apply dust suppressant to
the 2500 square metres of road.

“This is based on council’s numbers,
it’s not something I'm inventing,” he said.

“The last seal got five to six years

The Esplanade in Sunderland Bay has been engulfed in dust since the dust
suppressant on local roads was ripped up five years ago, says resident

Andrew Gott.

out of it and worked really, really well.

“Because the road is flat (or has no
camber), the water doesn’t run off,
which is why there’s holes. But to
get five or six years with no mainte-
nance, that’s good value.”

He estimated it is currently costing
council approximately $48,000 a year
to maintain the road.

“The council grades the roads from
time to time, which costs a minimum
of $500 per hour.

“They use a grader water truck, a
truck with gravel and two men with
shovels filling depressions by hand.

“That’s approximately $4000 per
day, 12 times a year.

“Evenif the road had to be sealed ev-
ery five years, it would be a consider-
able saving, plus the savings in health,
which you cannot put a price on.”

He believes with the high rates resi-
dents pay they deserve more.

“Normally you pay high costs for
a service. We pay high costs to be
choked with hazardous dust!

“If this was a construction site, Work-
cover and the EPA would close the site

and issue fines on the contractors.”

Council “not interested”

Andrew said he and other residents
have repeatedly contacted council
about the dust but “they’re not inter-
ested” in dealing with the issue.

“I've spoken to them about dust sup-
pression and the kind of products out
there that are used by other shires.”

He’s even gone as far as purchasing
a dust suppressant called Rainstorm
and applying it to the road out the
front of his house.

“I tried it in front of my block and it
does stop the dust, but I can’t do the
whole street.

“If a car comes down, all this dust
is swirling across, but as soon as it

comes to the Rainstorm patch, it stops
—there’s no dust coming off the tyres.

“But the cars are dragging dust
down from everywhere else.

“I've invited the council down to my
house to see for themselves. They can
come and sit in my house, have a coffee
and watch and see what we’re going
through. But they’re not interested.”

Dust
suppressant
removal is
a shire-wide

policy

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil has previously advised
that all dust suppressant
seals across the shire are
being removed.

“The application of dust
suppressant seals were un-
dertaken as a trial in Bass
Coast between 2005 and
2007. These seals were de-
signed to be low cost and
temporary,” General Man-
ager James Stirton told
the Advertiser in February
2020.

Analysis of the trial in
2010 showed the seal was
not sustainable over the
long-term, Mr Stirton said,
and in 2013 Council ad-
opted a strategy to manage
the situation.

That strategy was to rip
up the seals when roads
reached “intervention lev-
el” and replace them with
crushed rock.

“The works to remove
the dust suppressant seal
have been conducted in ac-
cordance with the manage-
ment strategy,” Mr Stirton
said.

“There was analysis un-
dertaken at the time of the
review which indicated
costs to maintain the Prim-
er Seal Dust Suppressant
roads to be approximately
six times that of an un-
sealed road.”

Ce
Grantville and District

costs?

January 20, 2021.
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Wheres the soap?

The thousands of beachgoers who
flocked to the Cowes front beaches
over the weekend to enjoy the surf
and sun, found the toilets at the end of
Thompson Avenue and under the am-
phitheatre opposite North Pier to be
completely out of soap by lunchtime.

Patrons were angry on Saturday that
basic COVID precautions are not in
place at the public toilets at the busiest
beach on Phillip Island, and that they
were unable to soap their hands or ap-
ply sanitiser after using the facility.

The two small soap dispensers
mounted over the basins in each of the
toilets proved to be completely inad-
equate for the demand of a busy hot
summer Saturday ... and the queues
lining up to use them were most unim-
pressed.

With state government funding fly-
ing into council coffers to cater for CO-
VID safe requirements, beach goers
were highly critical that the basics of
soap and sanitiser were not available
in such a high-profile public area.

The universal message for everyone
to wash their hands with soap or sani-
tiser weighed heavily, as it was impos-
sible for visitors to the area to do so in
this instance.

Why sanitiser stations have not been
provided and why such small soap
dispensers are installed at a facility
which serves large numbers of people
is a question the Advertiser put to Bass
Coast Shire Council.

“Soap dispensers were installed in
all of the toilet blocks we manage (57,
some with more than one dispenser)
in mid-2020,” a council spokesperson
said.

“The issue has been the number of
visitors we currently have and the size
of the units available.

“Our team fills soap dispensers a
minimum of once a day, however, due
to the sheer volume of usage, they can
be empty again within a couple of
hours.”

Some of the smaller units in high use

Two tiny soap dispensers in each of the public toilets situated along the Cow-
es Esplanade are completely inadequate for the large numbers of visitors to
our front beaches at this time of year, pandemic or not. The dispensers were
empty at noon on Saturday, and no sanitiser stations have been installed.

sites will now be replaced with larger
dispensers, the spokesperson said.

“We are also running peak season
cleans at the moment, so the dispens-
ers are filled twice daily on our high
use facilities such as in Cowes.

“When events are on, such as mar-
kets in the Jetty Triangle, we sched-
ule cleans every two hours, which in-
cludes re-filling of soap dispensers.

“Due to issues with vandalism, sa-
nitiser stations have not been installed
in our toilet blocks, however they have
been installed in all of our new out-
door dining areas, as well as in some
facilities that are managed by Section
86 Committees, such as halls.

“In addition to this, we would en-
courage everyone to carry hand sani-
tiser with them if possible.”

Sunderland special
charge scheme?

Bass Coast Shire Council said
Surf Beach and Sunderland
Bay are next in line in its Urban
Roads and Drainage Improve-
ment Policy Priority Program.

A spokesperson for the coun-
cil said it was aware of some
residents’ concerns about the
unsealed roads.

“Council has allocated funds
in the 2020/21 financial year to
start the engagement process
with the Surf Beach and Sun-
derland Bay community and
key stakeholders.

“The Surf Beach Sunder-
land Bay project area contains
more than 1000 properties and
represents potentially the big-
gest ever improvement project
undertaken by Bass Coast
Shire to date.”

The spokesperson said in-
vestigation and detailed com-
munity consultation with the
residents will start this year.

Resident Andrew Gott has
repeatedly raised his concerns
about dust in the area with the
council (see separate story),
but said no one had spoken
to him about a special charge
scheme to seal the roads.

He feels it’s unlikely Sun-
derland Bay would be able to
get the required percentage of
residents to agree to a special
charge scheme.

Western Port Ward council-
lor Bruce Kent agrees.

“I've been doing my own ask-
ing around of residents, and to
get to that first base you have
to have 65 per cent or higher
wanting to take the next step.

“I'm getting around 50/50.
Some are happy to just have
the stormwater upgraded.
Some holiday homeowners

are happy to put up with the
dust five weeks a year.”

The  Advertiser  asked
Council if the special charge
scheme could proceed if one
of the estates decided not to
participate, but did not receive
a response.

Andrew doesn’t believe fully
made roads and footpaths are
necessary. In a perfect world,
he’d like to see the roads re-
turned to the state they were
in when he bought his house
in 2006, when the roads were
treated with a dust suppres-
sant seal.

“The majority of people I'm
speaking to are in the same boat.”

Residents of the estate have
lived with dusty roads since
2015, when the dust suppres-
sant seals were ripped up and
replaced with gravel roads.

Even if a special charge
scheme did manage to get the
go ahead, it’s likely to be at
least four years before Sun-
derland Bay had sealed roads.

“That’s a long time to wait
if you're choking in dust. And
we’ve had five years of it now.”

Cr Kent said with the special
charge scheme process about
to start, it’s unlikely the coun-
cil will agree to any interim
dust suppressant measures.

“There are scientific reasons
why dust suppressant isn’t put
down.

“Dust suppressants attract
moisture, it pulls the water
down into the road, so if it’s wet,
the road could be a quagmire.

“If you're looking at devel-
oping a road (through a spe-
cial charge scheme), you don’t
want to put dust suppression
down.”
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Have your say:

Draft Community
Engagement Policy

Our draft Community Engagement Policy 2021 is now
available and ready for your feedback.

We are committed to encouraging individuals, groups and
communities to be involved in local government through
community engagement, so wed like to hear your thoughts
and ideas on how you want us to engage with you.

You can view the Draft Policy on our website at
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/engage.

You can provide feedback via the form on our website, by

emailing communications@basscoast.vic.gov.au or by post to
Bass Coast Shire Council, PO Box 118 Wonthaggi, 3995 before
Sunday, 17 January 2021.




Low blow for school market

Signs advertising a community
market set up to help raise funds
for the Newhaven Primary School
were stolen on the weekend.

The five signs were put up
around Newhaven and San Remo
on Thursday afternoon around
5.30pm, in preparation for the
Saturday market, but when mar-
ket organiser Felicity Ashman ar-
rived to set up at 4.30am on Sat-
urday morning, all the signs were
gone.

She said the signs were still in
place at 11pm on Friday night, but
were removed in the early hours of
Saturday morning.

“It’s pretty nasty, given that we
are trying to build a community
market to benefit the school,” said
Felicity, who described it as an or-
chestrated attack.

“We think it’s pretty low.”

Although the market is run by
Urban Market, a private company,
a percentage of the money goes to
the school.

Leading Senior Constable Julian
Wildenberg from San Remo police
said the theft was being investi-
gated and police were checking
CCTYV footage from neighbouring
businesses.

“There were five signs at five
separate locations, so if anyone
in the community saw or knows
something, please contact us.”

It was only the second market
that had been held on the school
grounds, as part of a new fundrais-
ing approach.

Jennifer Carroll from the Ne-
whaven Primary School fundrais-
ing committee was shocked to
learn the signs had been removed.

“I'm not sure what kind of per-
son would do such a thing, par-
ticularly since these markets are
all about raising money for our
school.”

Both Felicity and Jennifer have
been moved by the support from
the community.
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“It’s pretty low,” said market
organiser Felicity Ashman, after

five signs advertising the market at
Newhaven Primary School were sto-
len on Friday night. The police are
calling for anyone with information
to contact them.

“Print It Fast in San Remo has
generously offered to assist us in
replacing the signs, which is won-
derful, given the circumstances,”
said Jennifer.

Felicity said if the aim was to
stop the market from succeeding,
taking the signs had the opposite
effect.

“All it has done is galvanise the
local support for us,” she said.

“We’ve had fantastic support
from local community and about
3000 people attended on Satur-
day.”

Market goes on
The Newhaven Primary School

market will run every Saturday
in January at Newhaven Primary
School (12-22 School Avenue),
from 9am until 2pm.

From February it will run on the
first Saturday of every month.

Felicity said this week’s market
is expected to be bigger than ever.

“Last week we had 38 stallhold-
ers and we expect around 40-45
stallholders this week.

“It’s a good, open market, with
a bit of everything. We have eggs,
honey, a few farmers market
stalls, a sushi van, dumplings, cof-
fee and snacks.

“There’s everything from jewel-
lery and candles through to gar-
den tools and ladies’ fashion.”

She said there was a growing
number of local stalls taking part
as well.

“If you’re interested in having
a stall, let me know. We’d love to
have more.”

Look for the signs

The five missing signs were
placed at separate locations.

e Nature Strip outside the Post
Office in San Remo between the
main road and car park.

¢ Just before Forrest Road, on the left-
hand side as you come over the bridge.

e Nature strip outside Western-
port Water

e Intersection of Cleeland Street
and Boys Home Road

e Forrest Avenue and Cleeland
Street intersection.

There were two 1200 x 900mm
signs and three 900 x 600mm
signs. Five 10kg weight bags hold-
ing the signs in place were also
taken.

Felicity said if anyone knew
where the signs were, they could
return them to the school grounds.

Police are asking anyone with
information to contact the San
Remo police on 5678 5500, call
Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000 or
go to Crimestoppers.com.au.

Three boys had a close call at the Colonnades on the weekend, after
being swept out by currents. The unpatrolled beach is notorious for rips
and currents and is considered dangerous for swimming.

Close call at Colonnades

Three young swimmers had a lucky
escape after being swept out by cur-
rents at The Colonnades on Sunday.

One of the boys’ fathers swam out
and with the help of three local surf-
ers, managed to bring them all back
to safety.

Leading Senior Constable Julian
Wildenberg from San Remo police,
said it was a good reminder to only
swim at patrolled beaches.

“The Colonnades is not a safe
swimming beach,” he stressed.

“Fortunately the father was a tri-
athlete, so he was able to reach the
boys. A helicopter was sent to assist,
but it wasn’t required.”

The three boys were examined by
paramedics at the scene, then cleared
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to go home with their families.

LS Constable Wildenberg thanked
the local surfers for coming to the aid
of the boys.

“The identity of one of the surfers is
known to us, but the other two had left
the beach by the time police arrived.

“We’d like them to contact San
Remo police, so we can thank them,”
he said.

The incident is a stark reminder of
the dangerous rips and currents on
the beaches at Cape Woolamai.

On Christmas Eve in 2018 a father
and son drowned at the same location.

Life Saving Victoria reminds ev-
eryone to always swim at a patrolled
beach, and to visit beachsafe.org.au
and download the beachsafe app.

2020 RUNOUT MAZDA CX-9
SPORT DRIVEAWAY FROM

545,990

+ PLATE CLEARANCE BONUS"

35 mins =)
Warragul

I Koo Wee Rup Road
[ Princess Freeway
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Every test keeps us on top of this virus.

And keeps us doing the things we love.
So even if your symptoms are mild,

or you've been tested before, every test helps.

STAY | SAFE
STAY [ OPEN

For testing locations visit
CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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Don't get Covid complacent

Residents and visitors are being
warned not to get Covid compla-
cent, as people enjoy the sunshine
and holidays.

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan
Child said it was important to
maintain a heightened awareness
of the risks.

“The virus is still active and still
out there,” she said.

“It was always very contagious
and it’s even more so now.”

She said she hoped the last couple
of weeks had reminded everyone
there is a “new normal” and people
needed to remain vigilant.

“Any one of us can be exposed.”

She reinforced the importance of
social distancing, wearing masks,
frequent handwashing and using
hand sanitisers.

“These are basic and easy safety
principles,” Ms Child said.

“This is our new Covid world
and it’s going to take months and
months to get to a point where peo-
ple don’t need to think about these
things all the time.”

Even with the vaccine, she pre-
dicts “Covid won’t be gone this
year”.

Ms Child warned against individ-
uals and businesses becoming com-
placent and said businesses need to
stay focused and ensure their Covid
safety plans were in place.

The re-emergence of the virus in
Victoria held some important les-
sons.

“The takeaway from the last cou-
ple of weeks is, although some of
the businesses that were exposed
had done all the right things, they
still had to manage some repercus-
sions.

“But they did minimise the extent
of the exposure and did help keep
the community safe.”

But she said people needed to take
personal responsibility for their
own safety and realise there is a po-

PNEEOUNHERNYY

tential risk everywhere you go.

“You need to do everything you
can to protect yourself and your
family.”

For those who believe the situa-
tion is no longer serious, she has a
clear message.

“You need to think about the most
vulnerable person in your life and
let’s talk through what it would
mean for those people in your life if
you got it.”

Local testing

When venues in Wonthaggi and
Leongatha were listed as public ex-
posure sites, local residents and vis-
itors responded to the call to come
forward for testing.

“We had huge numbers coming
through for testing,” Ms Child said.

“A huge shout out to all of those
who did.”

Bass Coast Health tested over 800
people on the first two days of Janu-
ary at Wonthaggi and the Urgent
Care Centre.

In the first seven days of the year,
471 tests were carried out in Cowes,
with the peak of 107 tests recorded
on January 2.

Ms Child urged people to keep an
eye on exposure sites on the DHHS
website and get tested if needed.

Wear a mask

Ms Child said it was frustrating to
see people refusing to wear masks
or wearing them incorrectly.

“We can control how safe we are
by being strict on these things. If
youre in an indoor public space,
you should be wearing a mask.

“Those exposure sites from DHHS
shows you what a risk this virus is.
It’s a good reminder that if you're in
those spaces where you can’t dis-
tance, and you can’t be sure every-
one else is doing the right thing, you
need to arm yourself.”

Although it is not mandated, she

recommended wearing a mask out-
doors in busy streets.

Business safety

Ms Child said BCH had received
calls from people concerned about
the lack of Covid-safe practises in
some businesses.

But equally, other venues had
been put forward as great examples
of Covid-safe venues.

Covid-safe examples for busi-
nesses included QR codes on tables
(Services Victoria app for contract
tracing), having Covid-safe rules
clearly displayed and hand sanitis-
er available. Offering free masks to
customers, staff all wearing masks
correctly, ensuring tables were all
distanced, social distancing man-
aged in any queues and online
bookings were all ways to increase
customer safety.

“Some businesses have set up
staff with screens, with sanitisers
and have done it extremely well,”
said Ms Child.

“They really managed the patronsin
their businesses - so a huge congrats
to them for showing true leadership in
some of this behaviour change.”

Although she believed most busi-
nesses were doing a good job with
Covid restrictions, she said people
also needed to stay aware of the
risks and follow the basic safety
principles.

“Because we'’re a holiday destina-
tion, there are people from all over
Victoria coming here more than
ever before.

“They’re coming for nice fresh air
on Phillip Island and they can forget
Covid.

“We need to remind everyone
they’ve got to bring those behav-
iours with them, wherever they go.”

Anyone with even the mildest
symptoms is urged to get tested im-
mediately and stay home until they
receive their results.

QR codes on tables are just some of the Covid-safe initiatives from

local businesses.

Take the test

Everyone in the community is
encouraged to get tested for CO-
VID-19 to help contain the spread
of the third wave.

You should be tested if you have
visited a public exposure site or
display even the mildest Covid
symptoms including: fever, chills
or sweats, cough, sore throat,
shortness of breath, runny nose,
or loss of sense of smell or taste.

Everyone who is tested is re-
quired to self-isolate until test re-
sults are received. Waiting times
for test results may take 2-3 days.

1975 Princes Highway, Nar Nar Goon VIC 3812

03 5942 5895

highwaycaravancentre.com.au

Cowes:

e Phillip Island Health Hub (24
hours a day). Call 5951 2100. To avoid
delays, the quickest time for testing
will be before 8am and after 8pm.

Wonthaggi Hospital
Drive Thru Clinic:

* 9am — 4pm daily.

You can also book a test with
Wonthaggi Medical Group, Mon-
day to Friday from lpm - 5pm.
Please book online or phone 0492
036 568.

People should phone their doctor
or the Coronavirus hotline on 1800
675 398 if their symptoms get worse.

i
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Urgent Care Centr

“our hidden gem”

The Phillip Island Medical and Health
Action Group (PIMHAG) is calling ... yet
again ... for an LED directional sign to the
Phillip Island Health Hub to be erected
on the corner of Thompson Avenue and
Church Street in Cowes.

The Health Hub opened in 2018 and a
24/7 Urgent Care Centre followed in 2019.

PIMHAG has unsuccessfully requested
both Bass Coast Health and Bass Coast
Shire over the ensuing period to erect di-
rectional signs to the facility.

“Signage pointing to the Hub and the 24/7
urgent care facility there is long overdue,”
said PIMHAG president Peter Paul last
week.

“Since the Health Hub opened in Church
Street, PIMHAG has lobbied for signage
pointing to the Hub and Urgent Care unit.
But to no avail.

“We have raised the issue with Bass
Coast Health, Bass Coast Shire and the
Consultative Group appointed to help plan
for the mooted Community Hospital but
have had no success so far.

“Surely this should be a no brainer, and
we cannot understand why this was not au-
tomatically implemented when the Health
Hub was first built.”

PIMHAG members recently undertook a
survey outside the Coles supermarket.

The results shocked them.

“From the survey results, it appears that
about one third of people who said they
were permanent residents did not know
where to find the Urgent Care Centre on
Phillip Island.

“That is despite the fact that it was just
down the road from where they were shop-
ping.

“Not only did they not know where the fa-
cility is located, they did not know we have
an Urgent Care facility that operates 24/7,
365 days a year. And that its services are
bulk billed.

“Unsurprisingly, a greater proportion of

PIMHAG members are calling for directional signage to the Health Hub and 24/7
Urgent Care Centre be erected on the Church Street/Thompson Avenue corner
as a matter of urgency. The group conducted a survey recently which found that
about one third of permanent residents are unaware that a 24/7 365 day a year
Urgent Care Centre is located in Cowes, and that it is bulk billed.

tourists did not know either.

“Surely everything that can be in place
should be in place for people to find the
Urgent Care Centre in an emergency. Such
signage is commonplace on highways and
in townships across the rest of the state.”

Mr Paul said the Cowes Medical Centre
operates weekdays and Saturday morn-
ings during business hours, but is closed
over the rest of the weekend and at nights
and the ambulance service is of course
available and should be called for emer-
gencies.

“But there are many non-life threatening
situations when a doctor is still needed and
when the Urgent Care Unit could and should
be utilized, which is why it was established.”

“PIMHAG urgently calls on Bass Coast
Health and the Bass Coast Shire to ad-
dress this issue. Please liaise with Regional
Roads Victoria to get signage installed
without further delay.
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“Informing visitors that an Urgent Care
Centre is located in Cowes should be a pri-
ority.

“The old Warley Hospital directional sign
was in place over the decades. A sign for
the Hub and Urgent Care Centre should be
a priority in a busy holiday location such as
ours, for the benefit of tourists, as well as
our local residents.

“The Urgent Care Centre and Health Hub
are truly great assets for Phillip Island. It
really should not be a hidden gem.”

Mr Paul said PIMHAG’s concerns were
also reflected this week by a community
member who contacted them after an inci-
dent, suggesting that it would be helpful for
stickers to be placed in holiday homes, ad-
vising of the existence of 24/7 Urgent Care
on Phillip Island.

Stickers could be placed on fridges, and/
or distributed via real estate agents and in-
formation centres, Mr Paul said.

@ Disappointing

response to rating
view says Council

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil said it was disappointed
with the lack of meaning-
ful rates reform by the
state government follow-
ing its recent Rating Strat-
egy Review.

The state government re-
leased its long awaited fi-
nal report and its response
to the 56 recommendations
identified in the Review, on
December 21.

Council made a submis-
sion to the review and
Council’'s CEO Ali Wastie
was a member of the Mu-
nicipal Association of Vic-
toria’s taskforce that also
made a submission.

Ms Wastie said the cur-
rent COVID-19 environ-
ment reduced the Govern-
ment’s appetite to reform
the current rating system.

“We are disappointed
with the lack of action to
address the divide in rat-
ing capacity between met-
ropolitan and rural and
regional councils and hope
this is addressed when the
rate capping system is re-
viewed at the end of 2021. I
see this as a missed oppor-
tunity,” Ms Wastie said.

“The Review also failed to
address the inequity faced
by declared tourist destina-
tions like Bass Coast, which
experience significant visi-
tation and need to build
and maintain additional
infrastructure and facilities
without a financial contri-
bution from the tourists and

day trippers.”

One of the more positive
outcomes of the Review
was the Government’s ac-
ceptance, in full, of the
Panel’'s recommendation
that the Local Government
Act 1989 describes rates
as a tax for Local Govern-
ment purposes.

“We are pleased that the
Government has supported
this recommendation,” Ms
Wastie said.

“It clarifies for our com-
munities that rates do not
constitute a fee for ser-
vice and that paying more
in rates does not entitle a
ratepayer to greater ser-
vice levels.

“Whilst nobody likes
paying taxes, councils only
receive around 3.5 cents in
every dollar of taxation,
yet we are increasingly
depended upon to deliver
vital community services.

“We know that rates no-
tices attribute to a small
amount of taxation paid by
a person who is on a mod-
erate income, however, this
is not the case for people
on low incomes such as
pensioners. That is why we
have an adopted Financial
Hardship Policy that en-
ables eligible people access
to rate relief,” Ms Wastie
concluded.

For more information
on the state government’s
Rating Review, visit www.
basscoast.vic.gov.au/rat-
ingreview.



Penguins play it safe with Covid

The Little Penguins have transi-
tioned from delighting visitors online
to having admirers back onsite at the
Penguin Parade.

The Nature Parks team is also
happy to be welcoming visitors on
a well-earned summer holiday to its
other attractions including the Koala
Conservation Reserve, Churchill Is-
land, and Antarctic Journey at the
Nobbies, as well as putting on a range
of summer events.

Like all Phillip Island businesses,
there has been a lot of work behind
the scenes to ensure operations and
the summer season are Covid-Safe,
with safety a number one priority.

The Nature Parks’ Critical Incident
Team, in place since March, developed
and continues to review the complex
components of its Covid-Safe Plan
to ensure the Nature Parks is meet-
ing and even exceeding government
guidelines, and to meet the require-
ments of each area’s unique attributes.

“We worked very closely with
DHHS to develop our Covid-Safe
Plan, including having a reduced visi-
tor capacity, recording visitors for the
purposes of contact tracing, and in-
creased cleaning regimes,” said Peta
Witting, Phillip Island Nature Parks
General Manager of Tourism Opera-
tions.

“Whilst some of our areas allow ad-
ditional capacity as per the guidance,
we have activated areas at a lower ca-
pacity in order to review guest flow
and maintain physical distancing.

“It’s a balance - by opening we can
continue to contribute to the Island’s
tourism economy, and carry out our
important conservation work - which
is our purpose,” she said.

“With numbers strictly limited,
it’s been quieter than usual. Gener-
ally, guests have been enjoying the
smaller visitor numbers, and have
been very well behaved, so we can of-
fer some sort of normality for people
who have all had a challenging year.”

Peta said the Sunday Summer

New Covid-safe measures at the Nature Parks include this well spaced seating at their Covid-safe Sunday

Summer Session.

Sessions at Churchill Island are an
example of the Nature Parks’ Covid-
Safe event where locals and visitors
can enjoy a fun day of music, food
and wine out in the sunshine within
guidelines.

“The first event was held on Janu-
ary 10 and we are delighted with the
response and how the event ran.

“We acknowledge the large respon-
sibility of keeping our guests and
staff safe at this time — 'm sure every
business on Phillip Island is feeling
the same way.

“The executive team and managers
have been on deck across the sites to
assist the team — from the CEO and
right across the team - everyone is
playing a role in keeping visitors safe.

“The majority of our guests have
been fantastic and followed the rules,
with only a small minority having to be
reminded to wear masks and socially
distance.

“It’s been areally long year, and it is

lovely to see people walking around
with smiles on their faces - that is
what we are all about - bringing fami-
lies together to have a really memo-
rable experience.”

The Nature Parks’ Covid-Safe Plan
has many actions to ensure the safety
of staff and visitors. Covid-Safe Sum-
mer initiatives include:

e Limited visitor numbers and re-
stricted opening of areas at all sites
set in line with our DHHS approved
Covid-Safe Plan.

e Restricting opening of areas in-
side attractions to those where safe
enjoyment and cleaning of areas can
be maintained.

e Having a meet and greet role at
each site to provide advice to visitors
to ensure guidelines are met.

e Ensuring all visitors register
with the State Government approved
QR code system, backed up with a
paper-based option, to ensure trac-
ing if required.

e Signage to communicate to visi-
tors that wearing of masks is compul-
sory indoors and recommending they
are also worn outdoors where social
distancing is not possible. At the Pen-
guin Parade, regular announcements
are made over the PA to remind visi-
tors of safety measures.

e Increased and regular clean-
ing regimes in line with our Covid-
Safe Plan guidelines across all sites
throughout the day.

e Increased sanitising stations at
all sites, particularly at experiences
such as the Antarctic Journey and
Churchill Island, which both have
many tactile activities.

e All counters have sneeze screens
and cleaning kits.

e Maintaining a cashless policy and
encouraging online bookings when-
ever possible.

e Maintaining a Covid-Safe Sum-
mer beach plan in conjunction with
Bass Coast Shire Council.

Service
centre yet to
materialise

After four months without a
Cowes Customer Service Cen-
tre, or an Information Centre,
local ratepayers are wondering
when the promised facility will
appear.

The Cowes Service Centre
and Tourist Information Centre
were demolished four months
ago, when the Cultural Centre
went west.

The loss of both facilities has
been keenly felt since by some
residents and visitors.

Back in November 2020 when
the Advertiser queried the lack
of forward planning in regard
to the replacement of both ser-
vices, and asked when ratepay-
ers could expect their reinstate-
ment, the following response
was issued by council.

“Council is currently consid-
ering a number of options for
providing customer service in
Cowes over the summer period.

“We hope to have confirma-
tion in coming weeks and will
communicate this as soon as
possible.”

Fast forward to mid-January
2021 with the summer period
well and truly proceeding, there
is still no service centre in place.

So the Advertiser put the
same question to council again
last week.

And got the following upbeat
but uninformative reply.

“We are excited to be opening
a Customer Service Centre in
Cowes again.

“Unfortunately, there has
been a slight delay in finalising
the move, however we are hop-
ing to release the details to the
community shortly.”

Joshua Dunstan
General Manager
0407 558 933

Mike Foenander
Executive Residential
& Commercial Sales

0408 547 677

Jenni Kent
Property Consultant
0428 566 643

Greg Davis
Property Consultant
0488 279 740

52-54 Thompson Avenue

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes

Jaime Morris
Property Consultant
0408 367 310

Michael Wilkinson
Property Consultant
0439 783 294

Oscar Price
Property Consultant
0467 360 260

LKO0986AB

THE ADVERTISER, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2021

O




Mining V ecotourism:

New Bass Coast Shire councillors
have sent a clear message to the
Victorian Government that tourism
and the environment should not be
sacrificed for the region’s growing
sand mining industry.

Councillors at the December
meeting moved two motions, ar-
guing sand mining was in conflict
with the shire’s vegetation policies,
as well as the state government’s
declaration that Bass Coast is a Dis-
tinctive Area Landscape and warn-
ing not enough was being done to re-
habilitate and revegetate mine sites.

With almost 20 different sand
mining quarries in Grantville,
councillors say growth of quar-
ries means an increasing number
of trucks on roads and impacts on
local residents.

The council motions come in the
wake of Planning Minister Rich-
ard Wynne’s decision to use his
power to call in a planning permit
for Dandy Pre-mix quarries.

Dandy Pre-mix - previously
given mining approval in 2013 at
1381 Bass Hwy - is seeking to ex-
pand their current Grantville sand
mine, which has received 73 com-
munity objections.

Through the motions, council-
lors said they will send a message
to the Planning Minister that there
was considerable community con-
cern about sand mines, including
“noise, traffic, community char-
acter, environmental degradation
and rehabilitation of the area”.

The Minister will convene a plan-
ning panel to provide advice on the
application before he makes a deci-
sion, expected to be in March 2021.

If the application is successful, it
will approve more native vegetation
removal and override an agreement
that was placed on the original per-
mit to stop this from occurring.

The Dandy permit is to mine
land that is the only piece of wood-
land available to wildlife to move
north-south.

Cr Leticia Laing moved the mo-

GIV

THE WORK

battlelines drawn

Councillors have sent a message to the Planning Minister that there was considerable community concern about
sand mines, including “noise, traffic, community character, environmental degradation and rehabilitation”.

tions, saying council did not “in-
tend to demonise Dandy”.

“It’s a legitimate business opera-
tion with approval,” Cr Laing said.

Cr Michael Whelan said the state
government’s focus was about
“feeding the voracious appetite for
sand” in Melbourne’s massive con-
struction boom.

“We need to make sure commu-
nity concerns are addressed and are
heard by the panel,” Cr Whelan said.

“There’s a juxtaposition between
the visitor economy and mining
and they don't fit.

“We need to put pressure on the
government to make sure they are
responsible.”

“Systemic failures”
The motion calls on the govern-

mental body, the Earth Resources
Regulator — which holds miners’
bond for site rehabilitation - to en-
sure those bonds are sufficient for
revegetation work, questioning the
regulator’s “systemic failures”.

“The Auditor-General has been
scathing of the regulator, includ-
ing potential legal liabilities” Cr
Whelan said.

“It’s like having the fox in charge
of the hen house. A mine behind
the former Holden Proving Ground
(at Lang Lang) hasn’t been rehabil-
itated at all.”

Shire officers said not only do lo-
cal communities have to wait until
the end of a mine’s life for rehabili-
tation to occur, but that the bonds
held by the state government may
not cover the cost of rehabilitation

3 FULL AREAS OF ANTI WRINKLE

$499
PH: 9555 8401

@REGENERERMEDICALCOSMETICS

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY, CONSULT MAY BE REQUIRED, DEPOSIT REQUIRED
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of the land.

“Some of the mines, includ-
ing Dandy Pre-mix may not have
enough money held in bonds for
their rehabilitation and council is
not aware of how many mines may
be included in the bond shortfall,”
shire officers stated.

Councillors also called for the
creation of a sand mining strategy
with the government, with more
sand mining applications expected
in coming years, with natural re-
serves and viable agricultural land
potential sites for sand extraction.

The ministerial call-in power is
used where there is a state interest
involved. Once the Minister makes
a decision to call in an application,
the Minister becomes the assess-
ment manger.

COUNCIL

BRIEES

Council appointments

Bass Coast Shire Council Mayor, Cr
Brett Tessari has been re-elected as the
Chair of the Peri Urban Group of Rural
Councils.

The Mayor also represents Bass Coast
with several other important advocacy
organisations. Cr Tessari currently
Chairs the One Gippsland committee
and is Council’s representative to the
Municipal Association of Victoria and,
along with Deputy Mayor Cr Michael
Whelan, to the Australian Coastal Coun-
cils Association.

Cr Whelan also represents Council
on the South East Australian Trans-
port Study and as Chair of the South
East Councils Climate Change Alliance
Councillor Advisory Group.

New Year’s Eve

A spokesperson for Council described
New Year’s Eve as “relatively quiet”,
with an estimated 1500-2000 people
around the Cowes Jetty Triangle area.

To deal with the expected crowds, ad-
ditional collections for public bins were
scheduled during the Christmas/New
Year period.

“Public bins are emptied at least four
times a week during the summer period
and more frequently in identified high-
traffic areas,” the spokesperson said.

“Public place bins in high traffic ar-
eas such as the Cowes CBD were emp-
tied daily between Christmas and New
Year’s Day, with an additional afternoon
pick up on New Year’s Eve.”

There is no data available on the vol-
ume or weight of waste collected from
public place bins.

Council confirmed it received three
complaints about overflowing public
bins, along with general litter com-
plaints.

In good news for dog lovers, there were
no callouts for lost dogs on New Year’s
Eve.

There were also no reports of dog at-
tacks or infringements issued by Coun-
cil for dogs off-leash over the Christmas/
New Year period.



Expect delays on highway
from big sand miners

Phillip Island residents and visi-
tors will face permanent delays
on the Bass Highway if a Grant-
ville sand mine expansion gets the
green light, according to a local
residents’ group.

John Reid, a spokesman for the
residents’ group, said under a plan-
ning permit currently seeking ap-
proval, Dandy Pre-mix quarries
proposes to build a new set of traf-
fic lights on the Bass Highway on
the Melbourne-side of Grantville,
“purely for their own use”.

Mr Reid said under the planning
permit, Dandy Pre-mix said there
would be 120 trucks coming out
onto the highway using the traffic
lights every day.

“If you do the maths of those 120
truck movements, at about two
minutes per traffic light change,
then that adds up to about four
hours of stoppage on the highway,
from 6am to 6pm,” he said.

“It will obstruct every other ve-
hicle on the highway for their own
business needs.

“In other words about one per
cent of traffic will hold up 99 per
cent of the rest of the traffic and
especially cause chaos in holiday
times, and especially when buses
return to the Penguin Parade.”

Mr Reid is one of 73 objectors to
the Dandy Pre-mix planning ap-
plication, with the decision taken
out of the hands of the Bass Coast
Shire in December, after the Plan-
ning Minister Richard Wynne
used his power to call in the permit
decision.

Dandy Pre-mix - previously
given mining approval in 2013 at
1381 Bass Highway - is seeking
to expand their current Grantville
sand mine, with councillors at the
December meeting voicing their

John Reid, spokesman for the residents’ group, said if the Dandy Pre-mix
planning permit was approved, there would be 120 trucks coming out
onto the Bass Highway every day, which would cause delays for anyone

travelling to Phillip Island.

clear concern about the ministerial
decision (see separate story).

Mr Reid said residents were frus-
trated that once again they were
fighting the same issues raised in
the original 2013 planning permit,
adding Dandy was this time round
seeking to double the amount of
sand mining.

He said in 2013 when residents
took Dandy Pre-mix to Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal,
VCAT had at that time refused the
traffic light application as well as
Dandy’s request to dig below the
water table.

“But again they’re seeking to
mine below the aquifer to access
water for a giant dam, even though
the aquifer is crucial to the Western
Port Bay environment.”

Mr Reid said Dandy Pre-mix
had previously told residents they
would protect and preserve native
flora as part of a biolink, “but now
they want to take out all the vegeta-
tion and mine it”.

“We’re frustrated we have to fight
this for a second time and that Dan-
dy Pre-mix has been disingenuous
in the past and what they’re seek-
ing to do now.”

{ — ADVERTORIAL — }

Help the Hooded Plovers

A special information stall hosted
by Birdlife Australia and Bass Coast
Friends of the Hooded Plover is hap-
pening at 7am on Saturday, January 16
in San Remo.

The session aims to help dog walkers
and members of the public share the
beach with a pair of Hooded Plovers,
which are attempting to raise chicks
this summer.

Aplanned “dogs breakfast” had to be
abandoned due to Covid restrictions.

Stephen Johnson, coordinator of the
Bass Coast Friends of the Hooded Plo-
ver group said the session will include
an information stall and a presenta-
tion from a Hooded Plover expert.

“There will be doggie treats and a
complimentary dog lead for those at-
tending with their canine.

“It will start at 7am in the Lions Club
Picnic Park on Davis Point and Back
Beach roads,” he said.

“Local Hoodie Volunteers will be
present along with a Hooded Plover
expert — Dr Kasun Ekanayake from
Birdlife Australia’s Beach Nesting Bird
Team — to answer questions and talk
about the plight of the Hooded Plover
and how you can help them when out
walking your dog on this beach near
their site.”

The group is hoping local residents
and visitors can help support the vul-
nerable little birds.

“This pair are really struggling to suc
cessfully fledge a chick,” said Stephen.

“This one chick arrived just be-
fore Christmas Day from a two-egg
clutch which was their second at-
tempt this summer.

“Their first attempt was a three-egg
nest which lasted close to hatching
when all three eggs disappeared from
the nest.

“Last summer the same pair at this

An information session to raise
awareness of the plight of the
Hooded Plovers is being held at
7am on Saturday, January 16, at
the Lions Club Park in San Remo.

site lost six chicks from two clutches
of three.

“The adult birds really work hard at
this beach because it is so heavily vis-
ited by beach goers and dog walkers at
this time of the year.”

The area is a designated on-leash
dog walking beach but not all dog
owners are doing the right thing said
Stephen.

“There is much non-compliance,
and we would like to help out these
birds by turning that around through
education.

“The information session is a way
of informing people these birds need
public assistance if they are to sus-
tain a viable population of upcoming
young birds.

“We are also able to reach out to po-
tential volunteers who might be inter-
ested in becoming Hoodie Watchers.

“It's a wonderful pastime that gets
you out and about with nature. These
wonderful little birds really do have
a lot of personality but also many
threats impacting on their breeding
success rates.”

Doubts cast on state
government motives

The state government’s declaration
of Bass Coast Shire as a Distinctive
Areas Landscape has been touted as a
win for the local community, expected
to limit urban growth and protect the
environment.

However for the first time a Bass Coast
Shire councillor has cast doubt on the
motives of the DAL, hinting it may have
a hidden agenda.

In a debate about the growing sand
mining industry at the December meet-
ing, Cr Michael Whelan questioned why
the state government was doggedly
pushing for more sand mining at the
same time as the government is applying
strict planning guidelines — expected to

be unveiled in a Statement of Planning
Policy any month - through the DAL.

“The area may be distinctive because
of its quarry industry and not signifi-
cant for its environment,” Cr Whelan
suggested.

He added that while the shire had a good
rapport with the state government “it is
important to stand up on behalf of the
community when there are differences”.

Currently Work Authorities for ex-
tractive mining in the Bass Coast
Shire issued by the state government
give little or any control to council and
therefore local communities for how
extractive mining activities can unfold
sustainably.

Cr Ronnie Bauver
for the Island Ward,
Bass Coast Shire

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au
Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

cﬁ%@m%%%gém%%%ﬁﬂﬂx
a%%é&ékné@éﬁ

RUSSIE |
BROADBENT MP

Federal Member for Monash

() 46 Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820 © 035625 2064
@ russell.broadbentmp@aph.govau €@ Russell Broadbent.94

Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820.

Information Stall
Saturday 16% Jan

Come along to a FREE information stall, learn about the local
threatened beach-nesting birds, how you can help wildlife and local dog
walking locations. Giveaways for all - even the dog!

Location: Lions Park Shelter
Corner of Back Beach and Davis
Point Roads, San Remo

Time: Sat 16t" Jan, 7am onwards

¥
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Hopes dashed for road upgrade

From page 1

“This isn’t an ordinary road,” she
said.

“It’s a secondary road used by the
public. Do they seriously think they
are going to bus 500 kids up and
down Potters Hill Road?

“And what about local kids who
want to walk or ride to school?”

One resident told the Adver-
tiser “if there’s enough growth in
this area to justify another school,
there’s enough to justify sealing two
of San Remo’s main roads”.

Bronwyn Pratt, another member
of the residents’ group, agreed.

“The road is dangerous to drive
down, let alone ride a bike or walk.
And access to the school needs to
include a footpath.”

Bronwyn said traffic on Shetland
Heights Road was already heavy
and with ongoing subdivisions in the
area and now the new school cam-
pus, things would only get worse.

“The last five years, traffic has
been getting worse and worse. Shet-
land Heights is now a major road in
and out of San Remo, especially in
the holidays, or if there’s an accident
or delay on Phillip Island Road.”

She described current conditions
on the road as “deadly”, saying she
couldn’t count the number of small
accidents that had happened, from
broken windscreens to cars falling
into the drains when they pull off to
the side of the road.

And with an increasing number
of cars and trucks, many speeding
down the unmade road, the ever-
present dust was a major health
hazard for residents.

“If you walk along that road, you
get covered in a yellow-white dust.
It gets in your clothes and shoes and
you can'’t get it out.

“I'm an asthmatic and I've had
three bouts of bronchitis in the last
year because of this damn dust.”

She said the road needed to be

Back in March 2019, residents of Shetland Heights Road in San Remo called for the road to be sealed due to
increasing traffic and health concerns. They say the decision to locate the new secondary campus in San
Remo has intensified the need for the road to be upgraded.

upgraded immediately, before con-
struction started on the new school.

“We need a proper footpath, gut-
tering, chicanes. We can’t wait until
the school goes in.

“If all these trucks drive up and
down, the road will be destroyed
even more.”

Fritzie said the residents would
continue to try and set up a meeting
with Jordan Crugnale, so she could
“talk to residents and get our views
and be part of whatever plan we put
forward”.

She also called on Council to com-
municate with the residents.

“I am disappointed that the coun-
cil has not been communicating
with us over the period.

“I expect they will attempt to re-
vert to a special charge scheme, but
they haven’t told us what it will cost
and haven’t done any of the feasibil-
ity studies they promised in 2019.”

But she’s hoping Council will
work with the state government and
residents to find a solution.

“I don’t think anyone argues that
it has to be done.”

Western Port Ward Councillor
Bruce Kent, himself a San Remo
resident, said he believed Potters

The Phillip Island Early Learning Centre will be
taking a break from 21/12/2020 to 08/01/2021

During this Christmas break a pop up MCH site will
be set up from the Phillip Island Health Hub:
50-54 Church Street, Cowes

By Appointment Only

Ph: 5671 4275 for an appointment

Zone 1

Sunset Strip

Zone 2

Tenby Point

Wattle Bank

Wednesday: Bass, Grantville, Pioneer
Bay, Jam Jerrup, The Gurdies, Lang Lang
Thursday: Silverleaves, Cowes

Tuesday: Dalyston, Harmers Haven,
Kilcunda, San Remo, Archies Creek,
Cape Paterson

Wednesday: Inverloch

Friday: Wonthaggi, South Dudley,

Hill and Shetland Heights roads are
both unsafe in their current state.

“I would hope the school would be
a complete package, from deliver-
ing the education side and deliver-
ing a safe environment for kids to
get to school in the first place.”

A long campaign

In March 2019, the local residents
ramped up their calls to Bass Coast
Shire Council to fully seal Shetland
Heights Road and install drainage
and lighting to prevent a major ac-
cident.

The list of issues raised with the

January Bin
Collections

« Recycling (yellow) and Organics (green) bins are being collected
weekly during January

e Landfill (red) bins remain as a fortnightly collection

For the full calendar visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/bincalendar or
contact our Waste Services Team on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or
(03) 5671 2211.

Recycling bin and Organics bin
B Landfill bin, Recycling bin and Organics bin

council included safety, dust, poor
signage, traffic volumes, lack of
drainage or footpaths, health risks
and excess speed. It was also noted
that the roads were an alternative
emergency access route and were
regularly used as an alternative
route to Phillip Island Road during
peak periods.

A community meeting outlining
the issues was attended by five of
the then councillors and over 40
residents.

At the time, all the councillors
supported the call for the upgrade,
but noted Shetland Heights was not
in the Top 20 list of council’s Urban
Upgrade Priority Program, which
determines the order of the coun-
cil’s special charge schemes.

Residents were told any upgrade
to the road would need to part of
a special charge scheme, which
would include contributions from
residents.

To accelerate the process, the resi-
dents submitted a petition to council
showing that 70 per cent of residents
supported a special charge scheme
to upgrade the road.

As aresult Shetland Heights Road
is now number two on the Urban
Upgrade Priority Program.

However, funds were not allocated
in the 2019/20 budget for the project,
after the new campus location was
announced, as council said it was
working with “the Victorian School
Building Authority’s Engineering
Consultant to achieve the best in-
frastructure outcomes in support of
the new school site”.

As aresult, the spokesperson con-
firmed council had not “provided
funds for the full construction of
Shetland Heights Road in its Long
Term Financial Plan”.

Residents said the community
meeting and consultations prom-
ised by the council in 2019 had
failed to eventuate.

Monday: Cape Woolamai, Wimbledon M
Heights, Ventnor

Tuesday: Newhaven, Rhyll, Smiths
Beach, Sunderland Bay, Surf Beach,

--n-ngw
mmmmnnm
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Monday: Corinella, Coronet Bay, M
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— ADVERTORIAL —

On track for famlly
fun these holidays

Phillip Island Grand Prix
Circuit is the destination for
the whole family with many
hours of entertainment and
enjoyment on offer, and over
these school holidays is the
ideal time to visit.

Go Karts and Tandems

Strap yourself into the all-
new Sodi Go Karts for an
exhilarating session on the
750-metre track — a replica of
the world-renowned Phillip
Island Grand Prix Circuit. Push
out a series of hot laps and try
to set the fastest time.

With 9-horsepower Honda
GX 270cc engines, the French-
made karts provides an ulti-
mate karting sensation and
are tested to meet the strin-
gent Australian standards.

The RT8 Evo2 single karts
can reach up to 65k/mph and
feature a high front blade for
greater safety and a roll bar
with all-round protection to
avoid wheel-to-wheel con-
tact. The harness seatbelt and
easy-to-use seat adjusters al-
low for greater comfort and
custom fitting.

The 2Drive tandem karts al-
low the whole family to get
involved as the twin seats
provide children the thrill of
go karting. The dual steering
allows children to get involved
while under the safety and su-
pervision of an adult driver.

Bookings are recommended.

Grand Prix Motorcycle
Collection at the Circuit

The star exhibit in the His-
tory of Motorsport Display is
the superb collection of 25
Grand Prix winning motor-
cycles from the two famous
Italian marques, Aprilia and
Cagiva, with the two-wheel
treasures permanently in-
stalled in the display at Phil-
lip Island Grand Prix Circuit
Visitor Centre.

In total these sleek rac
ing machines have won nine
World Championships, 51
Grand Prix wins and 106 Podi-
ums. Make the time these hol-
idays to take in these magnifi-
cent pieces of racing history.

Slot Cars —the best
fun for all ages

Race your family or your
mates and experience the
fun on Australia’s largest four-
lane GP Slot Car Track —an ex-

act replica of the circuit.

Racing simulators

Test your skills or challenge
your mates to a simulated race
on the Phillip Island Grand Prix
Circuit. Go flat out down Gard-
ner Straight, through ultra-fast
Doohan Corner, slide through
Stoner Corner, thread your way
through Siberia and slip stream
up the back straight. Watch out
for the hairpin at the bottom of
Lukey Heights. Who will get the
bragging rights?

Champions Cafe

After all the excitement,
the Champions licenced cafe
delivers with its fresh menu
with plenty of choices. Fan-
tastic coffee and delicious
scones, cakes, slices, muffins,
pastries, sausage rolls and
pies hit the spot

Our gift shop at the Visitor
Centre has a wide selection of
stylish apparel, merchandise
and souvenirs to choose from
so you can take a memento
home with you.

COVID-19
operating conditions

Due to current restrictions
Guided Circuit Tours and Hot
Laps will not be available.

Push Bike Ride Days will also
not be running over the Sum-
mer. We are aiming to have
these days return for the Eas-
ter School Holidays.

For further information call 03
5952 9400 or visit www.phillip-
islandcircuitcom.au and www.
phillipislandgokarts.com.au.

All NEW
Go Karts

This happy group from Cowes enjoyed the sunshine and music at the weekend Sunday

Summer Session at Churchill Island. From left to right: (back) Tori Ryan, Daniel McGin-
ley, Christine McGinley, Jane Kent, (front) Todd Cleeland and Joel Kent.

$20 UNLIMITED

BOWLING LAZER TAG AND TABLE TENNIS

6.30 - 9.30PM

Minimum four per lane

5952 3977 i

SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES

Go Kart bookings
recommended

We are operating at reduced
capacity & restrictions apply.

Every night over the school holldays

PHILLIP ISLAND
TENPIN BOWLING

Visitor Centre & Go Karts

LKO00288AA

Go Karts >

Back Beach Rd, Cowes
Phone 03 5952 9400

Circuit Enquiries 03 5952 2710
phillipislandcircuit.com.au

Historic Display >
Race Simulators >

Slot Cars >
Champions Cafe >

PHILLIP

the ride is only half the experience
ISLAND
[c1rcuT]

Open 7 Days a week, 9am-6pm phillip island grand prix circuit
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FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE PHILLIP ISLAND
ARIN

CAFE FULLY
SHOP SELF-CONTAINED BOAT HIRE

BUSH BBQ HOLIDAY RENTALS AVAILABLE!
RAINFOREST AVAILABLE CONTACT

. . FUNCTIONS ALL YEAR ROUND PHILLIP ISLAND
PHILLIP ISLAND To view properties and availability go to MARIN E ON ??,
www.phillipislandholidayhouses.com.au 5 9 5 6 9 2 3 8 %

or call 03 59523922.

wildfoodfarm.com.au
30 Rhyll-Newhaven Road, Rhyll | 0406 153 143 | © W EFEEME 0 Eemey QRN T B 14 Beach Road, Rhyll

60 Thompson Ave, Cowes 5952 3922
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BLACK HILL R 2 o “tor ) s ] B
>,
152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes. ” gf?& é Sop ﬁgﬁfﬁﬁg% §
5952 3060. | 0408 120 908 TN ° S ROAD Reservoir_
. A
INo weather problems - Crazy Golf is under cover! ‘B RICHARDSONS \! ~
X HILL 66 m. =
& /N
£, -1 TROUTMAN ROAD
a O
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o Quarry .7 ¢
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> o Racing
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= o 0\‘\0 a ircuit
WATTS ROAD A s
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BEACH ACCI
& CAR PARKI

KOALA RESE
(open to pub

BOAT RAMP¢

WILDLIFE, C¢
(X restricted)

A DIRECTORY OF WHAT WE ARE!
FIND A CLUB | GROUP | CAFE
ACCOMMODATION | PLAYGROUND

www.wearephillipisland.com.au ﬁ/ 00 Sail to French Island, a pristine, off the grid eco destination.
WESTERNPORTfERRIES ~ Westernportferries.com.au or call 03 5257 4565 Perfect for nature lovers, cyclists & walkers!
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SEE THOUSANDS OF e

Seals Up close!

Owned and operated by locals,
San Remo IGA offers exceptional customer service,
a wide range of groceries, fresh produce,
fully stocked deli, onsite butchers and liquor

OPEN 8AM - 9PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK

)
? paily
%,Cfulses:: ‘ ‘ : n facebook.com/sanremosupermarket
135 Marine Pde, San Remo, VIC 3925 Phone: 5678 5337 Fax: 5678 5756

l"

LKOO968AA

SNy, \

<

N

z |

DO

ROAD
Cemetery

OSWIN ROBERTS
RESERVE;

COGHLAN ROAD

HARBISON

KOALA
RESERVES

Sg;‘,’ggT MCFEES RD.
PHILLIP ISLAND
INFORMATION

CENTRE

L UMC@MBER AvE,

@)L s
G 'THS WBEACH RD.

o

N
: <
& 5 .
iss {3 CHICORY KILN B
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES < ‘ o. 1
Online bookings
ESSENTIAL

irg/Es ® BBas
Don’t miss out on
the ULTIMATE
school holiday fun!

.5952 6780
www.islandclipnclimb.com.au
2 hello@islandclipnclimb.com.au
6-8 Industrial Way, Cowes

1o

POTTERS HILL RD

DA o & Photo. Annz|

Make Tracks to the Circuit 1

Go Karts > Race Simulators >
Slot Cars > Merchandise >

History of Motorsport Display >
Champions Cafe >

phillipislandcircuit.com.au
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FO0ID & DIRIIN K

f— . O 4 -7.30
Phillip Island Tyre Service Closed tuesdays

101 Settiement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480 9 Vista P, Cape Woolamai 5956 6552

FRESH TAKE AWAY
LOCAL
SEAFOOD
SALES
ORDERS
OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm 5678 5206 FISH & CHIPS

MIATRIKSETES
BIEIATURTRY/

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

CIOIMIMIUNHETRY]

- Your local bank for locals

wear. support. local. B Bendigo Bank Cowes (03) 5952 3383

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
10% of all sales donated locally each month

range available at www.wnm Granf\/i”e (03) 5678 8773

e A TRegional Tarmers Market
FINANCE | / Churchill ‘sland

—_ > 8am - 1pm Saturday, 16 January
Your local bank for locals 4 FR ES H TAKE AWAY

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
B Bendigo Bank  Cowes (03) 5952 3383 —_ )
Grantville (03) 5678 8773 L O CA L
FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
g OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual S EA FO O D

www.phillipislandfn.com.au 5952 3922

SALES FISH & CHIPS

on Phillip Island than
any other agency

EErE) oWl ORDERS
5678 5206

Stockdale &Leggo

D pE N 7 DAYS Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 New team OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30 _7pm

5956 9238 14 Beach Road, Rhyll 45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922 New Stockdale

69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770

LKOO393AA
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Wonthaggi
®
Exciti id iact Cinema
at Pop-Up art show

An exciting new video project featuring ara e
four visual artists from Bass Coast will run in
conjunction with the Phillip Island Contem-
porary Exhibition Space (PICES ) Pop-Up Art .

Show in the third week of January. An American h ith

These four interviewed artists will tell their Pickl WO LE T
stories about their time during COVID-19 and AL [PG] Grandpa [PG]
how it has affected both their practice and Phillip Island Medical and Health Wed 13 1:00pm Wed 13 10:00am
emotional wellbeing. Group (PIMHAG) members are running

Each artist was asked questions about their a garage sale this Saturday (January 16)
beginnings, their art process and their time PIMHAG members, all volunteers,
through lockdown. Artists include: Susan have worked tirelessly over the past de-

Hall, painter and printmaker; Pip Cleeland, cade to achieve vastly improved health

painter and illustrator; Susan Brereton, artist services for the island.

and photographer; and Steve Parker, painter PIMHAG is an advocacy group, not a . .

and designer. fundraising group; but there are some Misbehaviour [M] Dreamland [MA15+]
) tAlong gvit};ltli]ed\(id?os, g seltek;:tion1 1of the aﬁt- colitg tl}lat nede% kEotb;ehcovered. 1 " Wed 13 4:00pm Wed 13 7:00pm
ists’ work will be displayed on the gallery walls. is hope at the garage sale wi . .

The videos will be shown between January raise $500 to pay PIMHAG’s insurance Thu B 4:00pm Thu'4 1:00pm
13 and 18 at the Phillip Island Community cost for this year. Fri15 10:00am  Sat 16 1:00pm
and Learning Centre (PICAL), Garden Room Goods toward the garage sale would Tue 19 1:00pm
3, 56-58 Church Street, Cowes. also be appreciated if anyone has suit- Fri 22 1:00pm

Open 6 days from 10am to 4pm. Closed able items that they would like to donate. ~5p
Tuesdays. Painter and printmaker Susan Hall is one of The garage sale will be held at 25 Shear- Mon 25 7:00pm

Visit pices.com.au for more information. four artists featured in the PICES Pop-Up water Avenue, Silverleaves, this Saturday Wed 27 4:00pm

The resilience project videos have been Art Show at PICAL from January 13-18. (January 16) from 8am onwards. Fri 29 1:00pm
generously funded and supported by the Bass The exhibition includes video interviews of Donated goods can be dropped into ’

Coast Shire Council and Regional Arts Vic- the artists, documenting their time during that address any time before Saturday.
toria (RAV). COVID-19.
PICES } JAN13 - JAN18 -
® @PICAL, Worllg;: \E::I)]man The Cz:ti':l;:G l} New
( :OVI D 19 56-58 CHURCH STREET, B o
— COWESI0AM - 4PM DAILY s Sopm =3 ~opm
o CLOSED TUESDAY Fri 15 4:00pm Mon 18 1:00pm
VI D E o S e Sat 16 1:00pm Tue 19 4:00pm
. okt Mon 18 4:00pm Wed20  10:00am
Tue 19 7:00pm Thu 21 7:00pm
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE POPUP ART SHOW pices.comau | |wed20  4:00pm Fri22 4:00pm
Thu 21 10:00am Sat 23 10:00am
Fri 22 7:00pm Mon 25 4:30pm
Sat 23 1:00pm Wed 27 1:30pm
Mon 25 1:00pm Thu 28 4:00pm
Tue 26 7:00pm Fri 29 10:00am
The Health Hub Auxiliary raised funds to Wed 27 10:00am Sat 30 1:00pm
;t);:rchase a czrd?l(}c tre((;dmili. ]{n)s‘g})vectélng Thu 28 10:00am

e new treadmill are (from left endy i b
Williams, Health Hub Auxiliary President, Fri 29 7:00pm
Gill Scrase, Health Hub Auxiliary Secre- Sat 30 7:00pm
tary and Chrissy Vojkovic, BCH Outpatient
Team Leader.

B [ ] l.

y The Witches [M] The Comeback Trail
[MAT15+]
. e sg e Thu 14 4:00pm Fril5 7:30pm
Ste S u Special Art Exhibition Fril5 100pm Mon18  7:30pm
at the lluka Studio Gallery Silverleaves Sat 16 7:00pm Wed20  100pm

The hard work and perseverance of the QAOH];S :8:88am ;’hu223] ;:(())gpm
BCH Phillip Island Health Hub Auxiliary has ue :00am  Sat :00pm
Catamy o M LIGHTER MOMENTS i o tmay

e Auxiliary took on the challenge of rais- . .
ing over $30,000 for a much-needed Cardiac BAS s c OAST PH I LLI P Is LAN D Thu 21 1:30pm Sat 30 4:00pm
Treadmill system and successfully reached Fri 22 10:00am
th%shtarcget. oo and b red i Selection of art from three well known painters on Phillip Island Sat 23 4:30pm
e Committee and member T ire- .
lessly, holding a range of fundraisers in 2019 DAVID TAYLORAW..FVA.S, DIANA EDWARDS AGRAF TOM TYRRELL MEmZS WG
and early 2020. Open each day 10am — 4.30 pm through Jan 2021. Tue 26 4:00pm

Everybody will remember the excitement Wed 27 7:00pm
of the draw of a Kawasaki Motorbike earlier . Thu 28 7:00pm
this year just before fundraising activities Commencing Sunday 3 January, 2021, 10 am — 4.30 pm. Fri 29 4:00
ceased due to COVID-19. Framed and unframed paintings are for sale. " ~opm

President Wendy Williams was astounded . . . N . Sat 30 10:00am
by community support and the generosity of Tickets available for a special raffle of a painting by each artist. - -
visitors and locals alike. . Proceeds to the Phillip Island Golf Club. Booking Information

“It was a huge effort by all and we wou 4 . . . . .
like to say a special thank you to everyone Winners of the raffle will be notified. To purd'l‘ase "tlckets ulllicrakis
who supported the Auxiliary with their kind Drawn on Sunday the 31 January 3pm. wonthaggiartscentre.com
donations to make this possible.” or

While COVID has hampered use of the In person at our Box Office, open
treadmill this year due to restrictions around Tuesday to Saturday - 10am - 4pm
“aerosol genergting procedures”, Bass Coast
Health Outpatient Team Leader Chrissy Vo- Please view our COVID safe Guidelines at:
jkovic is looking forward to it being used by thaggiart t
BCH Cardiac Specialists in the new year. www.wonthagglartscentre.com

The Auxiliary also reminded everyone to
keep March 14 free.

“We will be holding the second Phillip Is-
land Health Hub Race in partnership with
the Woolamai and District Racing Club at the
Woolamai Race Track, so watch this space!”
said Wendy.

Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

STUDIO GALLERY

96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
phone: 03 56712470

28 Settlement Road, Silverleaves, Phillip Island, 3922
Phone 0427 947 889 | 0418 565 796

&
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BE

BUSHFIRE READY

ik

Agencies working together to ensure the island is fire ready include members of the CFA, police, Parks Victoria, Bass Coast Shire Council, DELWP, Vic Roads and Phillip Island Nature Parks.

Ensuring Bass Coast is fire ready this summer

Bass Coast’s Municipal Fire
Management Planning Committee
(MFMPC) is the team which makes
sure our region is fire ready this
summer.

Despite cooler and wetter condi-
tions so far this year, the team has
been working hard to prepare for
the summer bushfire season which
members acknowledge may come
late, but will arrive with fire danger
ever present.

The committee has developed the
Municipal Fire Management Plan,
which identifies different levels of
bushfire risk for different localities
and identifies how to reduce the risk.

Members include Country Fire Au-
thority (CFA), Victoria Police, Parks
Victoria, Forest Fire Management
Victoria (DELWP), Phillip Island Na-
ture Parks, Bass Coast Shire Council
and VicRoads. These agencies work
together with Ausnet Services, West-
ernport Water and South Gippsland
Water to plan for potential bushfire
emergencies in Bass Coast.

In preparation for the upcoming
fire season, Nature Parks Rangers
have identified a range of fire man-
agement priorities, such as visitor
and community safety, protection
of life and property and the protec-
tion of habitat for wildlife such as
koalas, Little Penguins and Short-
Tailed Shearwater colonies.

“Our primary prevention activi-
ties include vegetation manage-
ment, slashing of strategic fuel
breaks near residential areas, along
with Ranger patrols, education and
implementing Nature Parks regu-
lations,” said Phillip Island Nature
Parks Senior Ranger Stefan Poll.

A fire earlier this month at Hutchinson Beach, started by an abandoned camp fire was swiftly brought under
control by teams from the CFA and Phillip Island Nature Parks.

“We are also ensuring our fire-
fighting vehicles are appropriately
fitted out and fully operational to
conduct first attacks on fires in the
event of an incident.”

“This was recently put to the test
when an abandoned campfire on
Hutchinson Beach spread to sur-
rounding vegetation, but was swift-
ly brought under control by the
CFA and Nature Parks firefighting
teams. It’s a timely reminder that no
fires are permitted within the Na-

ture Parks.”

Bass Coast Shire Mayor, Cr Brett
Tessari, explained that Council has
identified where and how to reduce
fire risk across Bass Coast.

“Vegetation has dried out consid-
erably over the last few weeks and
early indicators are pointing to a
long and challenging fire season
ahead,” Cr Tessari said.

“It’s not too late to clean up your
property if you haven’t already
done so, but the window for burn-

Fire restrictions

CFA fire restrictions are now in
place across Gippsland, including
Phillip Island.

The restrictions will continue un-
til May 1, 2021.

CFA’s Assistant Chief Officer
(ACO) South East, Trevor Owen
said now the Fire Danger Period
(FDP) had been declared, fires
can’t be lit in the open air without
a permit.

“This fire season’s outlook and
current conditions indicate that
this summer has the potential to be
a grassfire-dominated season, with
average rainfall seeing significant
grass growth across many parts of
the region,” Trevor said.

“This may mean shorter-dura-

tion fires in grassed areas and dry
forests during hotter and windier
days.

“While CFA and our partner
agencies Fire Rescue Victoria and
Forest Fire Management Victoria
are doing everything we can to
prepare for the bushfire season, we
look to the community to use com-
mon sense and take responsibility
for preventing fires.

“There is still a short window of
opportunity to clean up your prop-
erty if you haven’t already done so.

“But people need to be aware that
if using fire to clean up properties
they need to register these through
the Fire Permits Victoria website or
by calling 1800 668 511”.
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FFMVic Acting Deputy Chief Of-
ficer, Kelly Rash said despite the
rain over the past months, forest
fuels can still be quite dry and it
may not take “much of a spark from
a burn-off or an unattended camp-
fire to start a bushfire”.

“CFA and FFMVic crews had a
huge season last summer and we
want to do everything we can to
minimise the risk of another this
summer.

“Prepare your property, prepare
yourself and prepare your family
for fire. Have a fire plan in place
and most importantly, practise it.”

To find out more about getting
ready for the fire season visit www.
cfa.vic.gov.au or call 1800 226 226.

ing off has now closed.”

Council also maintains a number
of Fire Access Tracks and Static
Water tanks that are checked dur-
ing the lead-in to summer to ensure
their availability for fire agencies.

Parks Victoria’s Area Chief Rang-
er Gerard Delaney explained that
fire preparations are well underway
in Parks Victoria-managed areas
across the Bass Coast.

“The current conditions in our
parks are starkly different from the

same time last year. However, we
are prepared for any eventuality.”

“If you would like to report poten-
tial fire hazard concerns on public
land, please phone 13 1963.”

Victoria Police Senior Sergeant
Andy O’Brien said that the po-
lice will be conducting targeted
patrols during the Fire Danger
Period. Anyone detected lighting
fires or using illegal fireworks dur-
ing the Fire Danger Period will be
prosecuted.

Anyone who sees anything suspi-
cious is encouraged to contact Po-
lice on Triple Zero (000) or Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

The fire danger period for Bass
Coast started on 16 December 2020
and runs through until May 1, 2021.

CFA Community Safety will be
delivering a number of community
education activities in Bass Coast
during the 2020/21 summer, visiting
caravan parks and other popular
locations.

“If you are a local or a visitor to
Bass Coast, you must have a Plan of
what you and your family will do on
those high-risk fire danger days,”
said Damien O’Connor of Bass
Coast Group of Fire Brigades.

“It’s important to have a plan for
those Fire Danger Rating days of Se-
vere, Extreme and Code Red to not be
around areas of high risk and look at
alternative activities for the day.”

For further information call Vic
Emergency Hotline on 1800 226
226 or visit:- Nature Parks www.
penguins.org.au/conservation/en-
vironment/conservation-programs/
fire-management/ or CFA www.cfa.
vic.gov.au

Improve your safety this fire season

Fire Restrictions came into effect
on December 14.

If you are not sure what you can
and cannot do during this period,
the CFA has created a special safe-
ty program. As well as information
available on its website you can
contact one of their education team
members through the Fire Safety
Outreach Program.

The Fire Safety Outreach pro-
gram is a free service for commu-
nity members and professionals to
access information and fire safety
information from experienced CFA
personnel.

Find out about:

e Bushfire planning for your
household

¢ Property preparation for bush-

fire

e Understanding the fire danger
ratings

e Where to gain trusted informa-
tion during emergencies

e Fire restrictions, what you can
and cannot do

¢ Home fire safety information

e Support education sessions for
your community groups and clubs

CFA community education offi-
cers will get in touch at a time that
suits, via whatever communication
method works for you.

To register your interest for the
program please email: firesafe-
tyoutreach@cfavic.gov.au or call
0419 874 484 (in business hours).

Details also available at cfa.vic.
gov.au
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Are you bushfire ready?

As the weather heats up, it’s more
important than ever to be prepared
for bushfires.

Despite our coastal location, Phil-
lip Island is considered a Bushfire
Prone Area.

A state-wide fire risk register
identifies areas at risk from bush-
fires by looking at the vegetation,
access to water supplies and how
vulnerable people would be in the
event of a fire.

Several areas of Bass Coast are
recognised as “extreme risk”, while
on Phillip Island, Silverleaves and
Cape Woolamai are rated as a “sig-
nificant” risk.

Twelve areas on the island have
Bushfire Management Overlays in-
cluding Summerland Peninsula, sec-
tions of Ventnor, Rhyll, Silverleaves,
Scenic Estate, Cape Woolamai, Ne-
whaven and Churchill Island.

Community information guides
have been prepared for Silverleaves
and Cape Woolamai and Neighbour-
hood Safe places have been identified.

These are “places of last resort”
for people to come to in the event of
a bushfire.

Experts warn that while these
places may provide some protection
from radiant heat, they are often
open fields or reserves with little or
no facilities.

They do not guarantee safety and
survival.

Leaving early is your greatest
chance of surviving a bushfire.

This is why the advice from the
government, the CFA and Bass
Coast Shire Council is to prepare
your own bushfire survival plan.

“On the Island, if you live near ar-
eas that have significant bush, long
grass, or coastal scrub, then you
need to plan ahead for the fire sea-
son,” said a council spokesperson.

“Not everyone thinks clearly in an
emergency and having a Plan means
you know what to do when you're at
risk of fire. A written and practised
plan, will help you remember what
needs to be done during a crisis.”

Fire danger level

Bass Coast is in the Central fire
district, and this summer Council ad-
vises all residents and visitors to keep
updated on the fire danger ratings.

“The higher the rating, the more
dangerous the situation if a fire starts.

“On these days, you may want to
leave early and considering going to
family or friends in a low-risk fire

With bushfire season upon us, now is a good time to put together a bushfire plan. “A written and practised plan, will help you remember what

needs to be done during a crisis.”

area, or to a place of relative safety.”

With one road on and one road off,
Phillip Island is particularly vulner-
able to traffic disruption in the event
of a major bushfire.

But even a localised fire can make
driving hazardous.

“In a bushfire, smoke will make
it hard to see and traffic jams and
accidents are likely,” a Council
spokesperson said.

“The CFA advise that if you live
next to grassland and a grassfire
starts, walk at least two streets back
from the fire.

“If you live two or three streets
away from grassland and a grass-
fire starts, stay where you are, as
grassfires are unlikely to spread
into built-up areas.

“This will help to keep roads clear

for emergency services. “

Place of Last Resort

A Bushfire Place of Last Resort
(also known as a Neighbourhood
Safer Place), is one of the high-risk
bushfire survival options.

According to the CFA and bush-
fire experts, it’s only a place you
should go to when your Bushfire
Survival Plan has failed.

It shouldn’t be an alternative to
having your own survival plan.

Experts say many houses will
provide more effective protection
than a designated Place of Last Re-
sort and there may be no provision
for pets and no amenities such as
food, drinks or toilets.

It’s also important to consider how
you would travel to a Bushfire Place

of Last Resort as traffic congestion
and road accidents, fire activity and
smoke may become a problem.
Bushfire Place of Last Resort on
Phillip Island are located at the
Cowes Recreation Reserve - 1-15

Church Street and in Cape Woola-
mai, Woolamai Park at 11-19 Sun-
nyside Avenue.

For more information on bushfire
survival options, see www.cfa.vic.
gov.au

Emergency help

The VicEmergency Hotline on
1800 226 226, the VicEmergency
app and VicEmergency web-
site provide information during
emergency incidents in Victoria.

They provide a centralised
location to access timely warn-

ings and emergency informa-
tion on what to do if an emer-
gency like a bushfire impacts on
Phillip Island.

Be prepared. Download the app
and store the hotline number in
your phone.

Grass

The Seasonal Bushfire Outlook
for Victoria released last year iden-
tified grassfires as a significant risk
this bushfire season.

The above average rainfall in
spring means there’s been substan-
tial grass growth, creating ideal
conditions for grassfires.

While the report said Victoria is
likely to experience a less severe
bushfire season this summer, the
CFA is reminding everyone not to
be complacent, as an average fire
season in this state can still be a
bad one.

Phillip Island is located in CFA
District 8, and Assistant Chief Fire
Officer (ACFO) Stephen Keating
said due to an above average rain-
fall season, the district has expe-
rienced exceptional pasture and
grass growth during spring.

“The fire season is upon us and
landowners should be preparing
their properties and ensuring their
fire plans are current,” ACFO Keat-
ing said.

“Grass fuels will support rapid

ire the season’s biggest risk

moving fires and people living in
or near rural areas can be impacted
by fires very quickly on windy days
once the grass has cured.

“A well-prepared property is more
defendable and will provide a greater
level of protection to its occupants.”

He reminded motorists that grass
fires are a significant risk to road
users over the summer period.

“Never try to drive through
smoke, it is highly likely that fire
crews and other vehicles may be
obscured and the risk of hitting
someone or an object is very high,”
ACFO Keating said.

“If you encounter fires or smoke
across the road, turning around is
the safest option.”

He said while the CFA and part-
ner agencies were doing everything
they could to prepare for the bush-
fire season, they looked to the com-
munity to “use common sense and
take responsibility for preventing
fires”.

“People need to be aware that if
they’re using fire to clean up around

their properties they need to register
these through the Fire Permits Victo-
ria website or by calling 1800 668 511.

“So far this season, out-of-control
burn-offs and unregistered burn-
offs have already caused unneces-
sary callouts to brigades,” he said.

“You should not burn-off when
winds are high or high winds are
forecast — not only on the day of
your burn but for the days after-
wards.

“For information about burn-off
restrictions specific to your area,
consult your local council.”

He said during the Fire Danger
Period (FDP), the CFA has a zero-
tolerance approach to any fires
caused by negligent behaviour.

“Expect any escaped or uncon-
trolled fire you start to be investi-
gated by CFA and Victoria Police,”
ACFO Keating said.

Victorians can find out “Can I or
Can’t I?” information at cfa.vic.gov.
au/warnings-restrictions or by call-
ing VicEmergency Hotline on 1800
226 226.

Grassfires have been identified as a significant risk this bushfire season,
due to above average rainfall in spring and significant grass growth.
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DAY RENTALS: the problem, the solution

Bed tax a solution to
rental bad behaviour?

Abedtax and a cap on online rental
bookings have been proposed by a
Bass Coast Shire councillor as a pos-
sible remedy to bad behaviour from
commercial holiday homes.

The proposal comes after an an-
ecdotal increase in complaints from
permanent residents who live next
to “Airbnb party houses”, with one
group of visitors in Cowes last year
leading to $30,000 damage at their
rental as well as a crime spree in
Cowes.

Tradies have reported that frustra-
tions from permanent neighbours
have boiled over, seeing some resi-
dents resorting to surreptitiously
turning the power off at next-door
holiday rentals to keep the noise
down.

Real estate agents, too, report a rise
in the number of problematic per-
manent commercial holiday leases
— properties with no local manager —
with one agent calling on the shire to
convene a roundtable to “thrash out”
solutions (see separate story).

The concerns follow a new code of
conduct for short-term rentals in New
South Wales, which came into force
on December 18, which includes stan-
dards to be followed by hosts, guests,
letting agents and online booking
platform operators, with a “two
strikes and you’re out” policy (see
separate story).

Getting worse

Cr Bruce Kent — who is also a po-
lice officer — said the problem was
not general holiday homeowners, or
even rentals with landlords on site,
but permanent commercial holiday
letting homes in residential areas by
off-site owners through online plat-
forms.

Cr Kent said 10-15 years ago rate-
payers would rent their holiday
homes at peak holiday season and
major events.

“But in the past five years it has
progressed to a more commercial en-
terprise, people who have a property
and run it as a business,” he said.

“Residents who don't live here have
tapped into a good income, which is
good for them, but it shouldn’t be detri-
mental to their permanent neighbours.

“I'm now getting people saying to
me you wouldn’t allow me to set up
a panel beating business in a built-up
residential area so why do you allow
a commercial business to run next
door to my house?

“The feedback I'm getting is it’s a
business detrimental to the lifestyle
of permanent residents. It’s not en-
tirely fair.

“I'hear comments like “Ididn’t buy a
house to have to put up with party go-
ers every weekend”. That’s a problem.

“It’s one of those issues that has
popped up over the last couple of
years and it’s not going away, it might
even get worse.

“I think we have got to get the bal-
ance right between permanent resi-
dents and tourists.”

He said the problem was across
commercial holiday rental platforms
where there was no local manage-
ment oversight, but especially the
likes of Airbnb, which was the most
popular and largest of the platforms.

Two problems

Cr Kent said complaints fall into
two categories: firstly the more seri-
ous “extreme” party houses.

“At the extreme are some houses that
can accommodate 20 people. They’ll
have up to 14 cars at the front and they
are party houses,” Cr Kent said.

“Police know of a handful of party
houses that they get called back to.
It’s not uncommon for police to get
called out at 3am for loud music.”

Secondly, he said, are the low-level,
“boisterous” visitors who nonetheless

Schoolies sees a rise in complaints from neighbouring permanent
homes, with this Cowes rental celebrations spreading along the street;
meanwhile one group of weekend visitors in Cowes last year led to
$30,000 damage at their rental as well as a crime spree in Cowes.

disturb permanent residents each
weekend.

“Those are the ones where a few
friends, good people, will come to-
gether in an Airbnb, sit on the deck,
or in the spa. They’re not party ani-
mals but they are boisterous and this
happens weekend after weekend.

“For permanent residents it’s not
like living next to a neighbour. You
are living next to different people
each weekend and so every weekend
they’re thinking ‘how are these visi-
tors going to behave?’.

“For those neighbours it’s the un-
known. One of the greatest issues
with mental health is not having con-
trol of your environment. And so on
a Friday night when cars pull up, all
the permanent neighbour is think-
ing is what is it going to be like this
weekend?”

Solution?

Cr Kent said if there was sufficient
support by residents, shire bylaws
could be created to curb the problem,
including a bed tax or a cap on online
rental bookings.

“It’s my opinion but personally
I would like a bed tax introduced
through the shire.

“The average permanent resident
doesn’t use beaches, facilities or in-
frastructure every day but en masse
a user-pays system for tourists could
pay for wear and tear, because our in-
frastructure needs financial support.

“Alternatively there could be a limit
on the number of weekends a holiday
home could be rented out.”

He said the move - if successful -
wouldn’t send an anti-tourist message.

“We also need to send a message
that, for instance, investors can con-
fidently spend money here to cre-
ate five-star accommodation (for
instance at the Isle of Wight site). If
there’s too much competition from
other accommodation investors can
be reluctant to put in money.”

Cr Kent said there were positives
for Airbnb properties, including cre-
ating jobs in trades such as gardeners
and cleaners, also attracting tourists
who spend money in local towns, as
well as income for homeowners and
booking agencies.

“AirBnbs are producing income for
local people. We have to get the bal-
ance right. It has to be looked at and
get balanced feedback.”

He urged any community members
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Cr Bruce Kent —who is also a police
officer — said Bass Coast needed “...
to get the balance right between

permanent residents and tourists.”

to raise problems with councillors.
“If there’s a strong enough response
councillors will have to look at the
whole system. The community will
have the final say on expectations.”

Red bin

Cr Kent said ratepayers were also
concerned about the impact of party
or boisterous houses on red bin kerb-
side collection.

“There’s a sentiment among some
locals and some councillors that tour-
ists don’t understand our bin system
and so we should have extra pick-ups
in summer time.

“Some of these holiday home earn
up to $4000 a week in rent, so why
should their problem become rate-
payers’ problem?

“We have had more than a 70 per
cent reduction in landfill. Why do we
want to go backwards, because if we
do it will cost everyone more, not to
mention the environmental side.

“Permanents do the bin system
well. At Christmas I have 25 people
over and I cope with the rubbish.”

Cr Kent said tradespeople such as
gardeners could pick up excess bins.

Cowes Police Senior Sergeant
Andy O’Brien said police did not keep
data on Airbnb issues.

“We don’t track whether they’re via
Airbnb or a local agent,” he said.

“If it was a regular problem we
would develop a response strategy.

“Any consistent display of anti-so-
cial behaviour at any given premises
would certainly see an enhanced fo-
cus and response.”

Agent calls for holiday
rental round-table

A Phillip Island real estate agent
has called on the shire to convene
a round-table to “thrash out” solu-
tions to bad behaviour from com-
mercial holiday home rentals.

John Matthews (pictured) has run
Getaway Phillip Island for 15 years
and was previously the chair of the
Phillip Island Tourism Association
for 20 years, also running a motel
where Cowes Coles now stands.

He said the problem on Phillip Is-
land had spiked over the past five
years — especially on the back of
low interest rates — with an uptake
of commercial holiday homes as in-
vestment properties by Melbourne
owners who have no connection to
the island.

Mr Matthews estimated there
were now about 2500 commercial
holiday home rental businesses on
the island.

“A lot of the owners have basically
no experience in managing com-
mercial holiday rentals,” Mr Mat-
thews said.

“They also don’t have to live
across the road or next to people
who party all night. They are oblivi-
ous and don’t care about the issues
their investment is causing. They
turn a blind eye.”

He said estate agencies such as
Getaway Phillip Island had years of
experience and policies in place to
avoid negative outcomes.

“You won't find agencies renting to
schoolies, for example. We block out
that period and we have a blanket
ban not to rent to anyone under 24.

“When we get a booking request
we do an enormous amount of due
diligence and have been in the busi-
ness long enough to smell a rat.”

Mr Matthews said all their listed
holiday homeowners were directed
to join Bass Coast Shire’s holiday

home registration scheme (see sep-
arate story), and “we assist them to
fill in the paperwork”.

“But those owners are the hon-
est ones. There’s a massive amount
who don’t register with council.”

Mr Matthews called on the shire
to convene a round table of impact-
ed people - neighbours and home-
owners —to “thrash out the issues, to
curtail some of the problems”.

“Perhaps one of the solutions
could be a levy on people who rent
to schoolies or party groups who do
damage to the island and where the
ratepayer forks out to clean up the
mess. Things like that we need to
explore, to hold these people to ac-
count,” he said.

“The professional owners are fine,
but how do we get to those based in
Melbourne and who turn a blind
eye. That is the challenge.”

He added that it was important for
the island to maintain a good repu-
tation to other visitors.

Shire holiday rental watchdog

Bass Coast Shire fines up to 10
holiday homeowners annually for
breaches of the region’s rental pol-
icy.

Under the Public Health and
Wellbeing Act 2008, holiday rental
properties that accommodate six
or more people must be registered
with the shire, “to ensure they are
maintained in a hygienic condition
and do not adversely impact local
amenity”.

A shire spokesman said they cur-
rently have more than 700 proper-
ties registered for Phillip Island and
in San Remo.

“We have frequent contact with
property owners regarding the op-

eration of their properties, and issue
fines to owners who fail to register
their property,” he said.

He said any funds received go to
Destination Phillip Island and Des-
tination Gippsland to be used for
marketing and promotion of Phil-
lip Island and San Remo to attract
visitors.

The shire recommends any neigh-
bours living next to problematic
rental properties to call police on
Triple Zero (000).

“Particularly if it is an isolated or
infrequent occurrence. However,
more frequent or persistent issues
should be brought to council’s at-
tention,” he said.

A possible solution to
rental bad behaviour?

The new code of conduct for short-
term rentals in NSW:

GUESTS:

¢ Must not make noise that unrea-
sonably disrupts neighbours

e Must not cause damage to the
premises, including any common
property in a strata scheme

e Are responsible for the actions of
visitors and must ensure they comply
with the behaviour standards set out
in the code

HOSTS:

e Must hold insurance that covers
liability for third party injuries and
death

e Must enable neighbours to con-
tact them about concerns between
8am and 5pm each day

* Must take reasonable steps to en-
sure guests meet behaviour obliga-

tions in the code

e Must ensure the premises is not
rented out to a guest who is recorded
on the exclusion register

e Must register on the short-term
rental accommodation premises reg-
ister, which will commence in 2021

Anyone caught breaking the code
is reported to a property agent or the
police who then forward the com-
plaint to NSW Fair Trading.

An exclusion register kept by Fair
Trading has a” two-strikes and you’re
out” policy: anyone breaching the
code can be banned from holiday let-
ting for five years.

$550 on-the-spot fines can also be
issued, escalating to several thou-
sands of dollars for serious breaches
of the code.

Source: NSW Fair Trading



Our annual bumper

SUMMER QUIZ{ )

1. What date did Phillip
Island Nature Parks restrict
entry to attractions in the
wake of the coronavirus?

2. What’s the population
of French Island (within a
range of 20)?

3. What is planned for 45
hectares on Back Beach
Road and Gap Road, oppo-
site the Grand Prix circuit?

4. Bass Coast Shire is set to
release an audit that will rec-
ommend buildings be given
heritage protection. Name 3
buildings or places in Cowes
that are already given heri-
tage protection in the shire’s
planning scheme?

5. What is TRPI?

6. Newhaven College prin-
cipal Gea Lovell retired at
the end of last year after a
decade in the role. Who is
the new principal?

7. Western Port is a
Ramsar site. What does that
mean?

8. What 1.4ha site at 54-61
Forrest Avenue in Newhav-
en sold this year?

See question 8 for the
answer to this Newhaven
photo.

9. Name the new Bass
Coast Shire councillors —
elected in November - to
represent Island Ward and
Western Port Ward?

10. What land is Bass
Coast Shire currently com-
pulsorily acquiring for a
future sport and recreation
hub?

11. How many Cape Bar-
ren geese are there believed
to be on Phillip Island?

12. The state government
has pledged to build a new
junior secondary campus
where?

Question 14 tackles the
issue of wildlife roadkill on
Phillip Island.

13. Warley Hospital in
Cowes was demolished this
year. When was the original
hospital first built?

14. What landmark new
trial started on Phillip Is-
land this year in a bid to stop
roadkill?

15. Which Cowes church
celebrated its 150th birthday
this year?

See question 20 for this
person’s act of generosity.

16. A public inquiry -
which was the most complex
environmental assessment
carried out in Victoria — ran
for 10 weeks from October
to December into a project
on Western Port planned by
AGL? What is the plan?

17. The land that once
housed the Isle of Wight ho-
tel — on the corner of The Es-
planade and Bass Ave —is for
sale. When did the pub burn
down?

18. Name the organisation
formed following the tragic
death of Phillip Island’s Sam
Fraser, which educates the
public on gender equality
and family violence?

19. What is happening with
plans for a Cowes to Stony
Point car ferry?

20. In one of the most gen-
erous land donations in liv-
ing memory, an 8ha property
at Rhyll was this year gifted
for environmental protec-
tion. Who donated it?
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Paul’s on the mend!

Paul Chipperfield and his wife Jenny would
like to say thank you to community members for
the support they have been given since Paul, a
well-known local bus driver, was left with severe
spinal injuries after an accident in May last year.

Such an accident would have been horrific
at any time, but with the Covid lockdon in
place, Paul also found himself isolated from
family and friends for months; first after spi-
nal surgery at the Alfred Hospital where he
had vertebrae fused together and screws put
in place, and then at the Caulfield Rehabilita-
tion Centre.

While Jenny travelled up regularly to deliver
him clean clothes, toiletries and other require-
ments, she was not permitted to visit him in-
side the Centre.

And until wheelchair-friendly modifications
to the family home could be made, Paul was
not able to come home.

His family missed him terribly, as he did
them, and just wanted Paul to be able to come
home to a safe environment where he would be
loved and cared for.

To this end, A Go Fund Me Page was set up
by friends to raise funds for the modifications.

The Go Fund Me Page raised $9500, and this
amount was supplemented by collection tins
placed in a number of island businesses, as
well as the auction of a beautiful kimono by
Youkis.

The funds raised covered the works required
to the family home, and Paul was finally able
to return home after four months away, at the
end of September.

It took two months before he was able to
stand on his own, and two more months of re-
habilitation as he learned to walk again.

At this stage, Paul is unsure if and when he
will be able to return to his much- loved job
as bus driver for the kids who attend the Bass
Coast Special School in Wonthaggi.

But he is working on it.

The cheerful and friendly Paul is described
as a great friend to the children under his
care en route to and from school daily, and he
would like to get back to this.

Before the May accident, Paul was no strang-
er to suffering.

He lost a leg some decades ago in a boating
accident, at the age of 23.

But he recovered and has used a prosthetic
limb to function normally since then.

Local bus driver Paul Chipperfield is slowly
on the mend, after suffering serious spinal
injuries in May 2020. Paul has regular ses-
sions with Cowes physiotherapist Cara
Cassells and assistant physio Deb Norris at
his Cowes home.

On the mend

The good news is that after a very difficult
time, Paul is on the way to recovery.

He is in an electric wheelchair and making
great progress with his walking.

He still uses a frame and needs to hold on to
the rails along the ramp that has been built at
his home.

But Paul and Jenny are very optimistic.

“It will take time, but he will get there,” says
Jenny.

“We are hoping for the best outcome.”

Jenny and Paul wish to thank everyone in the
community for their good wishes and support.

“Everyone in the community has been amaz-
ing. Their support has been fantastic.

“Thank you does not seem to be enough from us.

“But a big thank you to everyone.”

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

URGENTLY NEED PROPERTIES FOR SALE

For sale $629,000

12 Seesburg Street, Cape Woolamai

This is a home that will satisfy all your desires es-
pecially when liveability is the major focus. Offering
split level living with a light filled floor plan and easy
access to outdoor entertaining. This is a home for all
seasons where winters are spent in cosy proximity
to the wood fired heater with the added bonus of
hydraulic heating as well. The features 3 bedrooms
all with robes, open plan living, reverse cycle heating
and cooling, fully fenced, plenty of parking access.The
property is also designed to be filled in underneath
if more room is needed as well. The coastal property
is located close to shops and transport services and
only a short walk to the beach.

OPTIONS AVAILABLE

For sale $649,000

9 Talofa Avenue, Cowes

Extremely rare to find the perfect beach
crash pad, located in central Cowes with
walking distance to everything, all the op-
tions are available, start again with a new
house, develope into two units, drawings

can be provided to give an overview of what
could be approved.The tenant is very happy
to stay while plans are formulated.

IDEAL LOCATION/
PERFECT BEACH HOUSE

For sale $499,000
67 Teddy Bear Lane, Cowes

This well presented home is tucked away in a
quiet pocket in Cowes within 5 minutes drive
to the shopping centre. Perfect for a first home
buyer or investor looking for a sharp invest-
ment property. Complete with 3 bedrooms all
with built in robes, open plan living, dining and
kitchen area, full length verandah, reverse cycle
heating and cooling, single garage with carport,
fully fenced and low maintenance yard.

Inspection are by appointment only.

ISLAND ESCAPE

www.phillipislandfn.com.au

60 Thompson Ave, Cowes

OPEN 7 DAYS
5952 3922

LK00342AABD

THE ADVERTISER, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2021 21



AIR CONDITIONING

BUILDER

CONCRETER

EARTHMOVING

R&K Burt—Builders

Servicing Phillip Island since 1987

e New homes ¢ Extensions e Renovations
e Decks ¢ Maintenance repairs

Ring Ray 0417 107 835

Member

521191

LKO0037AA

DB - U9108

CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

Exposed Aggregate

Slabs & Foundations

Driveways & Paths

Commercial Concreting
Excavation

Landscaping

Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

JO00419AA

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

s Skip Hire
+ Earth works

AIR CONDITIONING

BUILDER

P"DAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

\ " 4

| st OPEN

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU22840

EXTENSION & RENOVATION
SPECIALIST

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS
AND DECKS

OVER 35 YEARS

OF EXPERIENCE

ROB NORTON
INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

AIR CONDITIONING

CARPENTER

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

» Exposed aggregate paving
* Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
* House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

LKOOO38AA

CONCRETER

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller

PIC. 43216
1109866 REC26099

glen aylett.ga@gmail.com

‘\\‘-W Wa Ve
ConNcRETM®

Luke Hinrichs - Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,
Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS

LKOOO34AA

ANTENNAS & TV

4 Glen Isla Court
Cowes 3922

E mavtvs gmail.com
W: mavtv.com.au

ABN 72 837 466 589

Digital antenna installs & service, TV wall-mounting
& install, home theatre & surround sound set-up,
satellite dish supply, install & service,
new house/extension pre-wiring for TV & AV, TV
points, telephone & data paints & cabling ...and more
Call for advice or book in today

0400 722 503

ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

¢ Registered building practitioners
e Worksafe approved | Fully insured
e All areas/free quotes
REF RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES

Phillip Island
—=== 5956 9551 / 0417 141 035

LK00234AA

LKOOO39AA

CARPET CLEANING

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING

= Carpet « Rugs = Deck = Floor Tiles
« STEAM CLEANING
e Truck mount machine

Glen: 0405 415 133

Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

ISLAND EsTiost
CARPET CLEANING

» Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
» Commercial - domestic - upholstery

* Rental bond specialists
* Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING

0415106 443 5956 6888

richandi@hotmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

New homes and
renovations

Emergency
service calls

Maintenance
and repairs

New appliance
installations

Fault finding

Phone, data, TV
installs and repairs

LK0OO047AA

o obligation
quotes

0401 851 831

maxroyalelectrical@gmail.com
LIC: A56425 REC: 27368

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE

>>> Service & Repairs <<<

« Short & Long term
hire available with
mechanic onsite
for service & repairs

20 The Concourse « Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

LKOO021AA

=

CONCRETING
e Exposed aggregate ¢ House slabs
¢ Driveways ® Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
e All concreting needs

Tel/Fax 5956 8791
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@uwaterfront.net.au

0419 312 805

CONCRETER

0402 454 742 | [AKKCAE
CONCRETER FENCING
TIVI NEWIVIAN i ISLAND TIMBER :

AND FENCING

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers,
brush panels etc.

ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber
NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

LK00027AA

FENCING

LK00043AA

—
CONCRETING

¢ EXCAVATOR ¢ BOBCAT e TIPPER

©HOUSE SLABS *DRIVEWAYS FOOTPATHS
©GARAGES *EXPOSED AGGREGATE ©CROSSOVERS

Steve Wheatley 0419 003 052

LKOO030AA,

22229 TIVBER &
M Hi

=2 FENCES

Paling Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls
FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au

BLINDS/AWNINGS CLEANING DECKS & VERANDAHS FENCING
%@W % M Specialists in all
g ISLAND types of decks S ‘ M P L E

g‘ — ||||) DE CKS and verandahs F E N C I N G

@%MW% — % Phillip Island and surrounds
FREE MEASURE & QUOTE 0406 225 442

Mobile Showroom H simplefencing® hotmail.com
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650 ¢ John Johnston 0414 714 179

BLINDS & CARPET CONCRETER EARTHMOVING GAS SUPPLIERS

Carpets
Blinds

Furniture

155 Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au

Ph: 5952 1488

MARRK ATLEY
CONCRETING :s0s5

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

LKO0029AA

NEAL McRAE
_EXCAVATIONS

@ 10m® tippers ® Bobcat
@ 4 ton excavators @ Post hole borers
@ Driveways @ Rubbish removed
@ Quarry materials supplies ® Blocks cleared
611 Ventnor Road, Cowes

0418 383 881 - 5956 8615
Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

JOO00013AA

JFA WRIGHTON ¢
N4 GAS SUPPLIES {4

Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies
and appliances sales

Bruce Wright

Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LKOO040AA
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GLASS

LAWN MOWING

PLASTERING

BETTSY'S

GLASS
T LT

Glazing the Island and district
LEWIS BETTS A.B.N.37 053 127 216

+ Residential locksmithing & key cutting * Flyscreens
+ Shower screens ¢« Re-glazing « Security doors | Glass balustrading
PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs

ROBERT STEEL
D491112240
WWW.4REALPLASTERING.COM.AU

B Reglazing ® Showers B Mirrors

LKOOOL2AA sales@bettsysglass.com.au www.jimsmowing.com.au E ﬁ
GLASS LAWN MOWING PLASTERING
Phillip Island uu
G LASS « Lawn Mowing
wenariyeors \WORKS ~ Acreage/Residential WONTHAGGIplaster

e Stump Grinding

JOO00388AA

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786

B Splashbacks B Balustrading é e Chipping 42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
Darren Anderson : wonthaggiplaster.com.au
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Sean 0439 900 091 CENINTEL 8w
59525570 0419525588 www.treecarenow.net ererocK O]
GUTTER CLEANING MOWER REPAIRS PLUMBING

LN
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,

gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

LKOOO14AA

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

« design consultations * sprinkler systems/garden lighting
« exposed aggregate driveways ¢ paving & retaining walls
* low maintenance gardens © over 20 years experience

Mobile: 0419 356 222
www.islandlandscaping.com.au

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPE DESICN
& CONSTRUCTION

Excavation
Retaining walls
Decking
Pergolas
Concreting
Driveways

Bricklaying
Paving/Tiling/Cladding
Rendering
Irigation
Lighting
Lawn installs & Garden beds

www.oceanviewlandscapes.com.au

0433 240 944

LAWN MOWING

PAINTER

ACCESS PAINTING SERVICE

GREAT RESULTS REASONABLE RATES

|
ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING
I

FOR A FREE QUOTE
PHONE 0415 896 463

PAUL STANLEY

paulws57@gmail.com LIC 355012C

JOO00510AA

PLUMBING

ROOFING

SOUTHERN,

IMETALYROCOFING;

Metal Roofing Specialists

* Domestic & Commercial * Repairs
* New Installation & Renewals  Mainfenance
* Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
* Aluminium Gutter Guard  Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au

Lic No 40950

SECURITY

LKO0140AA

SEWING & ALTERATIONS

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE i #asa11

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

LKOO015AA

Sewing and o7 fa
Alterations & z

o
* o
. . €, »
©® Handmade sewing creations Tae

Mending and alterations
Custom made covers, cushions,

curtains for your home decor

RhondaKroon

0438 466 583

V.V VYV VvV VvV

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Re-paint specialists, real estate,
insurance work, domestic & commercial
Free quotes/over 25 years exp.
Competitively priced/professional
reliable service

julianbird8 @gmail.com

0431 992 027

PAINTER

PLUMBING

Same Day @go

Plumbing Morris
Service Brothers

Lic 43482

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

Dave Costello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

0411175 957

LKOO020AA

Internal & external.
No job too big
or too small.

Will provide a
friendly service with
reasonable prices.

0410 621 183

JOE'S

PAINTING

LAWN MOWING

LAWN MOWING

e Edging ¢ Clean Up
e Fully Insured e Plus more services

For free appraisal:

Call Russell 0400 626 961

white.rc@hotmail.com

ISLAND HOME SERVICES
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

PEST CONTROL

PLUMBING

RELIABLE PLUMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

* NO CALL OUT FEE

o Leaking taps & toilets
d o Hot water systems replaced
~ e Vanities & water

: .« Fiters nstalled
appy the Plumber , ¢ ing

0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vic. no. 119269¢

 General plumbing

LKO0044AA

RESTUMPING

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE
* * ok ok *
COMPETITIVE PRICES
Mobile: 0419 543 637

= g

Treatment
of all
pests

* Termites * Rodents * Fleas * Bees

* Cockroaches  Spiders * Wasps

* Soil treatments * Red Stop Barriers Installed
23 years experience
ALLWORK GUARANTEED

LKO0036AA

KEANE & SON

House Restumping & Levelling

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995

LKO0290AA

STEEL

Steel fabrication e Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order ® Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding ® Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432

Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

Truck mounted CRANE HIRE e Genie lift and generator hire

LK0O024AA
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Incredible health care

My family and I want the resi-
dents of Bass Coast Shire to know
what an incredible health care sys-
tem we have here.

In December we had reason to
call on the Bass Coast Health Pal-
liative Care team, for assistance in
caring for our terminally ill family
member.

From the first nurse that walked in
our door, to the nurses who were “in
the area” and called in to see how
we were coping, to the nurses who
were on 24-hour call and at 2am
came to our assistance, we want
to thank them all for the expertise
and caring that they demonstrated
throughout our sad journey.

These nurses at Bass Coast Health
San Remo are the most incredible ex-
amples of what nursing is all about.
My family wants to thank them all!

Bass Coast residents, you are in
good hands.

The Caulfield family, Corinella

Not Covid safe

At the busiest time of the year,
in the midst of a pandemic, in over
three hours at the Nature Parks’ ad-
ministered Nobbies Antarctic Jour-
ney, we did not see one staff mem-
ber on the floor taking care of all the
paid-up visitors. As a consequence,
social distancing was not adhered
to, and many visitors did not wear
a mask, let alone cover their nose if
they were actually wearing a mask,
in the indoor confined space.

Furthermore, considering the
amount of funding this project re-
ceived, it is a disgrace. A substantial
proportion of the exhibition is text
based, only in English, resulting in
a significant number of visitors, ie
tourists and children, unable to un-
derstand the exhibits.

This is such an obvious blunder,
one has to question the motivation.

Jennifer Grimwade, Cape Woola-
mai

We’ve been duped

From the Bass Coast Shire Web-
site: The State Government requires
all Victorian Councils to adopt a
new Community Engagement Poli-
cy by 1st March 2021.

The Local Government Act 2020
sets out five Principles which have
to be addressed in the Community

STORAGE

Engagement Policy, and allowed a
12 month timeline to develop it with
the community. Note a full year for a
democratic process. Other Councils
determined no “constraints of the
timeline® as BCS has now claimed.

The Draft Policy was presented to
the Council meeting on December
16 and only then was the community
given an opportunity to comment,
with a closing date of January 17.

It is unsurprising that Council has
been asked by a number of residents
for an extension of time. Remember,
Christmas and New Year holidays.
The fact is though that BCS resi-
dents are being asked to comment
on a draft they should have helped
develop in the first place during the
past year!

A search of many Victorian coun-
cils provide documents showing wide
consultations despite the virus with
pages of information pitched at all
levels of understanding, even year 7.

We have been duped. This shows
a dereliction of duty and total dis-
respect to residents in my opinion.

Beth Banks, Wonthaggi

Silverleaves character
under threat

It is most disappointing to learn
of the decision by council to ‘green
light’ the proposed development at
58 Bruce Road, Silverleaves.

The proposal attracted a signifi-
cant number of objections with major
concerns about destruction of sig-
nificant native vegetation including
the important swamp sedges, heaths
and other wetland assets there and
the mass and bulk having negative
impacts on neighbourhood character.

I'd like to draw the attention of read-
ers to this very poor decision by new
councillor David Rooks especially be-
cause he is in Island Ward. His election
statement said: “Our Island is a special
place and its community assets need
protecting and enhancing. I'd like to be
part of the team that deliver this goal
for current and future generations on
the Island.” He listed the second most
important of his top five issues as “In-
appropriate residential development.
Maintaining town boundaries.”

The subject site at Bruce Road has
a boundary just metres from the
fragile and significant deep water
coastal inlet that is the Rhyll Inlet.
The site has never been developed
and we would have hoped it would

TIMBER & TANKS

Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging
land Security Monotoring
On Site Manager
orage 24hr/7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

\1«!‘
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WE KNOW
TIMBER, HARDWARE,
RURAL SUPPLIES

N ge®  &BUILDING MATERIALS

therefore be worthy of focus on a
“neighbourhood appropriate” ap-
proach. That means a building that
enhances and protects the dune on
which it rests and the fragile inlet/
wetland it abuts!

I voted for you, Cr Rooks!

So now, you and other councillors
who voted for this development, I
ask why aren’t you implementing
stronger protections? Council has
very clear policies about protecting
neighbourhood character from ap-
propriate developments and vegeta-
tion protection.

One of the greatest threats to the
Island’s environment is urban de-
velopment. It’s out of control! The
vitally important natural assets of
Silverleaves, are being eroded one
property at a time with Council
‘green lighting’ such inappropriate
activities as concreting, vegetation
clearing, introduction of exotic spe-
cies which “escape” into foreshore,
construction of mass houses, solid
fencing and non-porous surfacing,
too large development footprints.

So once and for all Bass Coast
Shire, switch off the Green Light
that has been turned on time and
time again, and turn to Caution and
Red before this precious area be-
comes totally suburbanised.

M Johnston, Silverleaves

Disability — don’t
make assumptions

My daughter and grandchildren
came down to visit us over the
weekend which was lovely.

My grandchildren were very ex-
cited to have a little holiday at Nan-
ny and Poppy’s house, giving them a
focus on some fun and happy times
a break away from their regular
visits and long hospital admissions
into the RCH where my little grand-
son who is only two spends a major-
ity of his time due to a visible incur-
able complex health condition.

On Saturday night (January 9)
they took my four-year-old grand-
daughter and two-year-old grand-
son to visit the Penguin Parade. All
afternoon we talked about it and we
gave them a little bit of spending
money to buy something special to
remember their visit.

To see their beautiful faces leave
my house with such excitement was
beautiful. We got sent lovely photos
while they were at the Penguin Pa-

rade.

I was so happy for them. At
9.30pm I checked in with them to
see how they were.

To my absolute disbelief my daugh-
ter told me that upon their return to
their car which was parked in the dis-
ability car park, which they have a
valid permit for due to the equipment
they have to carry for my grandson
to aid in breathing to live, messages
had been written on the windows.
On the rear window said OLD COU-
PLE, then on the side windows YOU
SHOULD BE ASHAMED.

Did these people see my grand-
son’s struggles in life to live each
day reliant on oxygen waiting for
his next hospitalisation to have fur-
ther surgery?

I do not think so. You should be the
ones ashamed in your assumptions.

Suzanne Hahn, Sunset Strip

Loving the ambience

Iwould like to say how much I am
enjoying the ambience of Cowes at
the moment. I know its crowded
and busy — but the new cafes and
sidewalks that have opened up have

made Cowes look like it should. I
walked around the other night af-
ter eating in one of the many places
that are well organised and prac-
tising good Covid-safe procedures
and I loved the lights in the trees
and all the people sitting outside
in the streets and sideways. And
to top it off I saw on Facebook
that San Remo has this fabulous
tree that has colours going up and
down it!! We might have one here
in Cowes, I am not sure, but I re-
ally do appreciate the team at Bass
Coast Shire for their hard work and
making it right. On another note, I
had to ring the shire to ask about
some broken glass outside an office
space and within a few hours it was
swept away and no negative vibes
about having to do it.

So I am a happy camper this year
in Cowes and the people all seem
nicer too or is it me??

Anyway, well done to all the shop
owners and retailers who have
struggled and still are now with all
the crowds - but I love the space we
have created.

Jane Daly, Silverleaves

Grinch destroys Christmas decorations

Vandals have damaged or sto-
len the decorations and lights in-
stalled at Cowes for Christmas.

Bass Coast Shire Council is still
assessing the full extent of the
damage but confirmed the bau-
bles in the roundabouts and the
lights in Thompson Avenue had
been targeted.

“Five of the bauble decorations
were damaged, while one small
bauble decoration is missing,” a
council spokesperson said.

“We had to recover some of
the vandalised baubles from the
ocean.”

Two of the sets of lights installed
in the trees in Thompson Avenue
have been damaged and a trans-
former for the lights is also missing.

The spokesperson said they
are hoping the decorations can
be fixed and it was disappointing
they had been broken or stolen.

Anyone who has any informa-
tion about the damaged or miss-
ing decorations is being urged to
contact the council’s Customer
Service Team.

TREE SERVICES

Five of the giant Christmas
baubles installed in roundabouts
at Cowes were damaged and one
has been stolen. Christmas lights
installed in Thompson Avenue
were also damaged.

The festive lights are due to re-
main in Thompson Avenue until
after Australia Day, “unless fur-
ther damage is done”.

Similar Christmas decorations
installed in Wonthaggi and Inver-
loch were not damaged.

WINDOW CLEANING

£ i

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science.
Professional Tree Services

Nicholas Harrison — Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)
soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

We promise sparkling
windows every time!

PREMIER WINDOW

Discounts

apply for
Pensioners

CLEANING

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au
Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

LKO0023AA

ADVERTISING TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES

% - TREE CARE NOW

1w ¥

WINDOW CLEANING

ventnor property
maintenance

SL Tree Care

® Tree & Stump removal

NO JOB TOO SMALL e Pruning s free quotes, no job to small
® Qualified e Storm Damage e Chipping é tim waterton
e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowipg Fully insured - lawn mowing, rubbish removal, cleanups,
o Treg Removal . e Garden Maintenance windows cleaned, all general odd jobs.
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES : Sean 0439 900 091 M- 0497 147 580
Call Shaun 0423 910 554 é www.treecarenow.net E: twaterton3@hotmail.com
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CLASSIFIEDS sSseek, buy and sell

DEATHS

BAIRD Pat
Died Lakes Entrance
5.1.21.
Beloved partner of Jim
Cleeland, formerly of
Phillip Island.
Sincere condolences
from his nieces and
nephews — Gaye, Kate,
Lena & Gordon,
Mike & Pip,
Bill & Amanda,
Gary & Mary & families.

DUNN Michael
16.05.1955 - 03.01.2021
Sadly Michael passed
away peacefully at King
Island Hospital from
an illness on Sunday
January 3, 2021.
Loved life partner to Jill,
loved son of Jack and
Betty (dec.), and brother
of Robert (dec.).

We will all miss Michael
dreadfully.

A memorial service will
be held, the date and
time will be advised in
next week’s paper.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE - Double
mattress, clean and
firm, on matching base.
Teak Bedroom furniture,
Webber and other items.
Ring 0407 071 505 for
details.

MOORING COW 100
Close to shore off Os-
bourne Ave. Beach, near
Cowes Yacht Club Carpark.
Lat:38.45, Long:145.23
Maintained to high stan-
dard by Aegis Divers.

For further details call
0403 857 327

PUBLIC NOTICES

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser
is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe
the Standards may
have been breached,
you may approach the
newspaper itself
or contact the
Council by email
info@presscouncil.org.au

or by phone
(02) 8261 1930.
For further
information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

MSC7943

ALCOHOLICS  ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA
Cowes Big Book meeting
at St Philip’s Church (opp.
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm,
0417 317 470; Salvation
Army building, McKenzie
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday
1lam, 5672 3627. Phone
head office 9429 1833.

WENHAM, Doreen
Phyllis

We would like to thank

all our friends for their

condolences following
the passing of Doreen on

4.1.2021. Also we wish

to thank all the staff at

Melaleuca Aged Care
Home and Dr. Natalia, for
their care and attention

during Doreen’s illness.
lan Wenham and family.

GARAGE SALES

CAPE WOOLAMAI

4 Maroubra Drive, Satur-
day and Sunday

8am to 4pm Moving
House -Furniture, billiard
table, golf stuff, beach,
fishing and camping
gear, assorted timber,
wheelbarrows, clothes
and lots of bric-a-brac.

CAPE WOOLAMAI

94 Panorama Drive

Sat 16, from 8am to 4pm
Bargains, tools, house-
hold goods and clothing.

COWES, 57 Norman Dr.
Sat 16 Jan - Strictly 8am
start till 3pm.

Moving house & selling
bits and pieces.
Bric-a-brac, pots, home-
wares, decor, quality
designer clothes, smaller
furniture etc.

SILVERLEAVES

25 Shearwater Drive
Saturday 16 Jan from
8am onwards - No early
birds please.

ALL PROCEEDS TO TO
P..MEDICAL&HEALTH
ACTION GROUP

CHURCH
NOTICES

Members should check their
church websites for details of
service times and guidelines.

UNITING CHURCH:

www.cowes.unitingchurch.org.
au/minister.php

www.facebook.com/
pages/St-Johns-Uniting-
Church/828979940479969

BAPTIST CHURCH:
www.islandbaptist.org.au/

HOPE CHURCH:
are emailing members
www.islandhopechurch.com/

CATHOLIC CHURCH:
www.cdsale.org.au/
coronavirus
www.cdsale.org.au/
prayer-and-reflection

ST PHILLIP’S ANGLICAN
CHURCH:
www.anglicanparishbass-
phillipisland.org/

www.facebook.com/
stphilipscowes/

PHILLIP ISLAND SURF
CHURCH:
www.facebook.com/pages/
category/
Christian-Church/Surf-Church-
Phillip-Island-
360300548086709/

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

CHEF / COOK WANTED

Great hours, no nights, must be available weekends!
Email resume to info@thewaterboycafe.com.au or
call into 58 Chapel St. Cowes and ask for Jacqui.

( M

Bass Coast Health is seeking applications
for the following positions:

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

DENTAL THERAPIST
Fixed term Full Time — Closes 13/1/21

Our club is seeking a Vice President to assist with
the club operations. The position is voluntary and

primarily is to assist the President in Public and
Members Sky Nights and fill in when a committee
member is absent. In addition, having some skill in
web page operations would be appreciated. If you
are keen to get in on the ground floor of a new and
exciting Astronomy Club, in Bass Coast, send an email
to edendwhite74@gmail.com or call 0448 637 172.

JDO0020AA

ASSOCIATE NURSE UNIT MANAGER
— EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT
Fixed Term Part Time — Closes 22/1/21

REGISTERED NURSE
— EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT
Fixed Term Part Time — Closes 22/1/21

ASSOCIATE NURSE UNIT MANAGER
— CENTRAL STERILISING DEPARTMENT
Part Time — Closes 15/1/21

REGISTERED NURSE - SUB ACUTE
Part Time — Closes 22/1/21

NURSE UNIT MANAGER
— URGENT CARE CENTRE
Full Time — Closes 22/1/21

DENTIST ASSISTANT
Casual — Closes 15/1/21

For full position details, a position
description and how to apply, please refer
to the BCH website basscoasthealth.org.au
or contact Human Resources via email hr@
basscoasthealth.org.au

t 56713333 f56713300

BC"I e info@basscoasthealth.org.au

BassCoastHealth W WWW.basscoasthealth.org.au

JD00021AA

Two exciting opportunities are available
at our small, democratic primary school
on Phillip Island.

All positions are to commence in
late January 2021.

Bistro

Gaming/Bar Positions

The Phillip Island RSL is offering exciting
opportunities to become a member of our fantastic
team. The successful applicants should possess
the appropriate and necessary qualifications or
be willing to obtain for the above positions and be
available to work nights and weekends.

The Phillip Island RSL is looking for self-motivated,
enthusiastic, customer service orientated and
positive individuals. Commencing with casual hours
with the view to permanent hours ongoing
for the right person.

Quick start applicants and experience in hospitality
is an advantage.

Please forward resumes indicating
the position of interest to:

Operations Manager
Phillip Island RSL
P.O Box 503
Cowes 3922
info@pirsl.com.au

JDO0026AA

Bar Person

Full Time Position
The Phillip Island RSL is offering exciting

opportunity to become a member of our fantastic
team. The successful applicant must possess the
appropriate and necessary qualifications and be

available to work nights and weekends.

The Phillip Island RSL is looking for a
self-motivated, enthusiastic, customer service
orientated and positive individual. Must have a

and requires someone with a good work ethic
and willingness to upskill.

Experience in hospitality highly advantageous.

Please forward resumes to:

General Manager
Phillip Island RSL
P.O Box 503
Cowes 3922
info@pirsl.com.au

current RSA and preferably TAB accreditations or
willing to obtain, this role will work across all bars

JD00027AA

CLASSROOM ASSISTANT

— EDUCATION SUPPORT

This role is for a dynamic and experienced
person to join our established and supportive
team of Specialist Classroom Assistants. You
will work alongside Mentors (teachers) to
deliver individual learning programs within
the classroom; providing one-on-one support
to individual students within a group setting,
as well as providing support to small groups
of students during independent task time. We
are looking for a relationship-focused person
with a desire to engage with students around
their interests and passions. Experience with
students or children with diverse needs, such
as Autism, ADHD and Dyslexia, is ideal.

20 hours per week ($29/hr), 8.30am to 12.30pm
Monday to Friday during our school cycles (39
weeks/year; some work required in cycle breaks).

Applications close
Friday 15th January 2021.

KITCHEN ASSISTANT

We are looking for a passionate food-lover
to produce delicious café-style lunchbox
meals for approximately 50 students and 10
staff from Mondays to Thursdays at school.
All meals will be vegetarian and based on
seasonal produce. Duties will include menu
planning, food ordering, food preparation and
cleaning within commercial kitchen guidelines.
20 hours per week ($28.10/hr), 8.30am to
1.30pm Monday to Thursday during our school
cycles (39 weeks/year; some work required in
cycle breaks).

Applications close
Friday 15th January 2021.

For an overview of these positions, visit
www.pivillageschool.org.au/jointheteam.

If you have any questions please email
kelly@pivillageschool.org.au

JDO00014AA

JOIN THE
OCEAN REACH TEAM!

POSITIONS AVAILABLE;

Full Time Chef / Cook for Food Van

Casual Food Van Assistant
Casual Front of House

Experience in previous roles advantageous

but not essential. Immediate start.

Apply now by emailing alex®oceanreach.beer

JDO0019AA

Venue Duty Manager

The Phillip Island RSL is offering an exciting and rare opportunity
to become a senior member of our team. The successful applicant will be available
to work nights and weekends and have experience in a similar position.
The Phillip Island RSL is looking for a self-motivated, enthusiastic, customer focused
individual who is capable of leading a strong team environment.

To be considered for this position
you will possess:

e Comprehensive experience in all areas of the

Club industry.
e Superior customer service skills.

e Strong Organisational, Motivational & Conflict

Resolution Skills.
® RSA, RSG, TAB certificates.
e Gaming Industry Employee Licence.

e Be available to work flexible hours across
7 days.

e Exceptional leadership, communication,
analytical and reporting skills.

e Effective time management and organisational
skills.

e Experience in all aspects of industry
compliance and legislation.

e Computer literacy.

e Demonstrated Managerial experience in
food service, bar and gaming operations.

e Drive to promote motivation and a positive
workplace culture amongst all team members.

A competitive remuneration package is
available for the right person.

This position provides opportunity for growth
and development.

Only short listed applications will be contacted.
Applications close 15 January 2021.

Please forward resumes to:

General Manager
Phillip Island RSL
gm@pirsl.com.au
PO Box 503 Cowes 3922

JDO0006AA
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Vic Swim instructors Emily Howson, Elliot Hook and Ronald Poon are pictured at the
Cowes Yacht Club swim program with participants Lynton Chao — Mont Albert, Millie
Hook - Bittern, Caia Lee — Richmond, Isla Johnson — Cape Woolamai, Kallum Chao — Mont

Albert and Caleb Lee — Richmo

nd.

Kids love to learn to swim!

The VICSWIM Summer
Kidz Program is in full swing
at the Cowes Primary School
pool, and at the Cowes Yacht
Club beach, with about 100
youngsters participating
across both venues.

The program runs annual-
ly during the January school
holidays and is subsidised by
the state government.

It provides accessible and
low-cost swimming and wa-
ter safety lessons for kids
aged 4 to 13 years old; and
focuses on learn to swim and
water safety skills.

The program is particularly
valuable in this Covid-affected
year, with children in the main
across Victoria unable to ac-
cess swimming classes which
have had to be cancelled be-
cause of the pandemic.

“A lot of the children who
are attending have missed
out on swimming lessons
all year,” said Jenny Mer-
rick, Regional Co-ordinator
for Aquatics and Recreation
Victoria, who has been run-
ning the program at Cowes
for years.

“The kids love it. And the
parents love it too.

“Most of the children are
beginner swimmers. About
half are locals and the other
half are visitors over sum-
mer,” she said.

The program runs for
three weeks, with half hour
lessons run daily over a five-
day period.

Parents and guardians can
enrol their kids into one, two
or three programs across the
three weeks on offer.

Sessions at Cowes Prima-

Makayla Keene (Rhyll), Lily Saville from Cranbourne, stay-
ing with Nan in Cowes and Grace McGoldrick with instruc-

tor Cailin Lees of Cowes

Instructor Emily Howson helps

Caia Lee float. Lynton Chao

from Mont Albert and Elliot Hook from Bittern look on.

ry run between 8.30am and
3pm. At the Cowes Yacht
Club, the program runs from
10am to 1pm.

Teachers are qualified in-
structors and water safety is
also covered.

The program is subsidised

by the state government and
thus very affordable at $30
for five lessons.

Group numbers are small.

Jenny said a few places re-
main, and anyone interested
can go to the Vic Swim web-
site to check for availability.

Results of the Rhyll Angling Comp 2021

The weather was marvel-
lous for the Sixth Rhyll-Phillip
Island Angling Club (RPIAC)
Angling Competition of the
2020/2021 Season, held over
January 9 and 10.

Boating and fishing proved to
be extremely popular activities
and timing was key to avoid de-
lays at the Rhyll boat ramp.

The new webcams streamed
images of the boat ramp traffic
and carpark from the RPIAC
clubroom, providing regu-
lar updates to those using the
Boating Vic app.

Each day the carpark was
at capacity by 7am and water
views were obscured by cars
and trailers using the foreshore
and surrounding streets for
overflow parking.

Conversely, from the water,
it was difficult to look towards
land without a boat in sight.

Usually, the serenity of an-
gling is enhanced by gentle lap-
ping of water against the boat’s
hull, an idyllic breeze passing
by and the occasional cheer of
atriumphant and exited angler.

This weekend was some-
what different, with some rec-
reational boaters choosing to
use anchored vessels as slalom
cones whilst generating maxi-
mum noise.

Perhaps this was a quest to
break a water-speed record,
create surf-worthy bow waves,
or merely release some post-

Micha Goodwin was very
pleased to receive his Squid-
gie participation medal.

Riley Goodwin happily dis-
plays his Squidgie participa-
tion medal to all attendees

lockdown freedom anxiety.

Certainly, the fishing im-
proved with less on-water ac-
tivity and this was a consistent
report from the anglers.

Complying with the new
normal of Covid-Safe require-
ments, including contact trac-
ing, a total of 43 fish were
weighed in over the weekend’s
competition, concluding at the
close of weigh-in at 5.30pm on
Sunday.

Chris Leonardos earned the
$1000 prize for his 33.8 Kkilo-
gram mulloway (exceeding 25
kilograms) in the last competi-
tion and Brad Martindale pro-
duced a record-breaking King
George whiting (1110 grams)
last week, setting expectations
for massive fish at an all-time
high.

That said, the remaining
cash incentives for extraordi-
nary catches, caught by mem-
bers on a competition weekend,
remain banked.

The first-to-catch prizes of
$1000 remain for the follow-
ing eligible species equal to
or exceeding the nominated
weight: King George Whiting
(1000 grams), Snapper (10 ki-
lograms), Gummy Shark (20
kilograms) and Kingfish (25
kilograms).

The post-competition presen-
tation started with the celebra-
tion of Micha and Riley Good-
win, who were awarded with
Squidgie participation medals
from the previous season.

The Squidgie Mixed Bag
Points competition, for anglers
aged nine and under, saw Zach-
ary Gomm rewarded with sec-
ond place for his King George
whiting, totalling 20 points.

First place was awarded to
the reigning Squidgie Club
Champion, Denver Firth, who
was unstoppable and incred-
ibly pleased with his bag of four
fish, totalling 75 points.

The Junior Weight and Ju-
nior Points competitions were
a clean sweep for our inspir-
ing and reigning Junior Club
Champion, Heath Womersley,
who was a model of consis-
tency presenting a Mackerel of
555 grams and a King George
whiting worth 1,456 points (520
grams), respectively.

The Senior Heaviest Weight
competitions were won by Pat
Gleeson and Carrianne Peatey,
weighing in a pair of elusive
Snapper of 1570 grams and 385
grams, respectively.

James Nicolaci wrestled with
a salmon, worth 2125 points
(2125 grams), and Carrianne
Peatey coaxed a King George
whiting, worth 1008 points

RPIAC Junior Club Cham-
pion, Heath Womersley, with
a clean sweep of prizes in
the Junior Weight and Junior
Point competitions.

RPIAC Squidgie Club Cham-
pion, Denver Firth, with the
Squidgie Mixed Bag prize for
his unstoppable performance.

(360 grams), for victory in the
Senior Points competitions.

The Senior Shark competi-
tion was uncontested, whilst
the Secret Weigh prize was
awarded to Gary Whybrow,
who reluctantly weighed in
a 175-gram flathead (secret
weight 163 grams) to confirm
a life lesson, participation will
always lead to success!

RPIAC has been working
with Maritime Safety Victoria
(MSV), as part of the Transport
Safety Victoria (TSV) Float-
Safe program.

The pilot life-jacket self-in-
spection clinic, starting on Jan-
uary 17, will be held next to the
RPIAC clubroom, where attend-
ees will learn how to service
and maintain their lifejacket.

Pre-registration (via: trans-
portsafety.vic.gov.au/mari-
time-safety) is required for the
free clinic and attendees will
receive a $30 voucher from a lo-
cal retailer to go towards a new
lifejacket, lifejacket service Kit,
or other safety equipment.

The next competition will be
held over the weekend of Feb-
ruary 6 and 7.

For further information
about the club, events, competi-
tions, and rules, please visit the
website: www.rpiac.com

South Gippsland Mid Week Bowls Group

A reminder to all our midweek at Corinella. 10am at venue for please contact Peter McWilliams

members, midweek bowls starts
again next Thursday, January 14

10.30am start. BYO lunch. For
more information or to register

on 5678 5974. Everyone welcome
- see you on the green.

Phillip Island Pony Club
loved their Cross Country
class at their January 2021
rally with instructor Wendy
Christensen, the Club’s DC.

It was a full day with
groups also doing Show
Jumping and Flat Work.

Ourriding membersrange
in age from five-years-old
to sixteen, however you can
be a member of pony club
up to the age of twenty-five.

On Sunday, December
6, 2020, Phillip Island and
Bass Valley Pony Clubs
combined for our Christ-

mas Rally which was held
at the Ventnor Reserve.

All riders enjoyed a Navi-
gation Ride around Vent-
nor, followed by show jump-
ing and games.

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cillor, Michael Whelan and
his wife Mary judged the
fancy dress which is always
a highlight for the kids.

Both clubs have Facebook
pages if anyone wants more
information.

We are always interested
in welcoming new mem-
bers.

The Judges for the fancy dress, Councillor Michael
Whelan and his wife Mary with Charlie and Tatum Hill.

Phillip Island Pony Club - first Rally for 2021

January 2021 Rally (Instructor & DC) and Sarah Eldridge.
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Fishing Westernport Bay can be a very dif-
ferent experience to where you would normally
fish and those coming from Port Phillip Bay or
those who normally fish in the rivers soon learn
a few adjustments are needed.

The biggest challenge everybody faces when
coming to Westernport is the current and be-
cause of this current it throws up a whole other
challenge for boaters — wind and tide!

It can be a very safe place to take a boat, de-
spite the fear of running into the mud banks,
but don’t underestimate what a change in wind
or tide can do and how quickly it can go all
wrong, offshore especially.

It’s a very simple process to stay safe, ask a
local. They can give you advice on where and
when is the safest for the days weather.

You will also need to learn wind and tide di-
rection and once you master that, there aren’t
too many days you can’t fish somewhere.

Offshore is a totally different situation and
the experts that come in from outside the area
telling us that they have fished along the east
coast in big swell and strong wind very quickly
come unstuck in nothing more than a slight
breeze from the wrong direction.

You would fit 10 of our swells into one of that
from up the east coast where the swell is tall
but equally as wide, our swell is very short and
sharp.

It’s a simple case of respect.

While talking respect we would like to thank
all those going to the effort of wearing a mask
while in the shop.

Remember it’'s not our rules but current
government regulations that you must wear a
mask while indoors.

We still have a few that have no respect for
anybody but themselves and I guess you can’t
and will never change that.

We also have those who want to argue about
it, which we aren’t interested in and don’t re-
ally care what you get away with at the place
you live.

Logan with one of the tuna caught this week.

As I explained to one person who, when
asked about a mask said if he has to get a mask
we will miss out on a sale.

I'would rather miss out on one sale than miss
many over 14 days while I was closed and quar-
antining. To his credit he came back later with
a mask on and spent his $9.50.

Hopefully, this will all be over very soon, and
we can get back to some normality but for now
the local businesses are very much enjoying the
influx of visitors this season.

There have been plenty of fish caught this
week from all areas and from people with all
levels of experience.

We had some quality reports from the more
experienced but then we had some reports
equally as good from those who were just start-
ing out and had caught their first ever fish.

Offshore is starting to fire up now the condi-
tions have allowed all boats to be able to get out.

Naturally with more people fishing there is
more reports, especially from those fishing
land based.

There are a lot more reports from the boats as
well but that is expected and the reports from
the boats have been reasonably good all year.

Gummies this season have been excellent
and there are going to be plenty of freezers with
a meal of flake in them.

The reports have come from in the bay and
offshore with as many being put back as being
caught. The sizes have been good both in the
bay and offshore with 10kg nothing too surpris-
ing this year.

There are lots of the usual pups around and
it’s amazing how big a bait they are able to get
their mouth around.

Baits have varied and nothing standing out
or not working it would seem. If they’re hun-
gry and you're in the right spot you have a good
chance.

Offshore we have had reports from the
Windmills and the Western Entrance while in
the bay it has been the channel along French
Island, Gardner’s to Elizabeth Island, smaller
ones across The Corals.

Whiting have played the usual let’s go hide
when the boat traffic gets busy but come out to
feed when it’s quiet.

During the middle of the day, we did have
a few whiting reports but almost all of them
came from the deep water. Shallow water re-
ports were more in the very early morning, late
evening, or those days where it was a bit windy
and the more experienced know where to fish.

Anywhere you would expect to catch whiting
in the shallows was the place to go with reports
from all the usual spots.

Deep water whiting reports mostly came
from around Rhyll in about 12m. If coming
from Newhaven round the top light and head
for the end of Tortoise Head until you are al-
most level with the Rhyll channel in about 12m.

You will need to change up your rig and use a
heavier sinker also a slight bait change with a
cocktail of squid, pilchard or pippies.

Not too many snapper in the bay but as many
pinkies as you want, problem is 99 per cent of
them are undersized.

If you persevere you will come across some
take home fish but will go through plenty of
bait on the way. If you wanted to chase a big-
ger snapper you will need to head offshore to
some of the reefs where several were caught
this week.

Offshore I could fill the page with the reports
this week: flathead, snapper, schoolies, gum-
mies, tuna, kingfish and more.

Sam with a quality offshore gummy.

Flathead and there are plenty there if you
look around, but the size has been a little on the
smaller side for the most part.

We did see some very big ones, but they were
few and far between with the average closer to
mid 30cm. The reports came from almost all
along that strip between 30m and 40m from
Pyramid to the Windmills, short drifts until you
find them then work that area.

Plenty of other fish in the same areas, sand
whiting, couta, salmon and mackerel, all bait
for your next fishing trip.

We haven’t heard of many arrow squid as yet
and possibly why we also have heard of makos
being caught and only a couple seen.

If you want to try your hand at a 15kg plus
gummy head west towards the Windmills, 30m
of water and find the wrasse, gummies won’t
be far away.

We have seen several over the 15kg, some
kept some put back, both ways are withing the
rules and your choice.

There will always be an argument about if
you should keep them at that size and if you
purely look at it on keeping the best breeding
stock in the water, then the answer is yes. Keep
the bigger ones over 15kg and put the 6kg to
10kg back.

Tuna and kingfish, it’s amazing how one or
two fish become 100’s and the fish are every-
where.

Its busier than Bourke Street, one in 20 boats
catching them.

The problem is of course will you be the one
in 20 next time? The other problem is every-
body trying to work out why some are catching
them and not others.

The answer is relatively simple, they were
luckier than you.

We hear all the stories, you must have this
lure, you must have a daisy chain or teaser and
so on but for every must we have a story of the
complete opposite.

The fish are there, Cape Schanck to Cape Pat-
terson, 20m to 50m seems to be the place and
what you really need is time on the water.

Don’t expect that you are going to drive out
and just scoop them up in a net. You need plenty
of fuel and everything else to go your way.

There is plenty that you can do to help your
chances: correct lures in the correct places in
the set, correct speed for the lures you are using
and start with a mixture of colours.

Keep an eye on your sounder, make sure it is

tuned in correctly, track your runs on the GPS.
It all looks the same when you are out there. Put
some time into bait balls when you find them
even if they maybe on the way to your destina-
tion. Never drive over fish heading to a spot,
they may be the only ones you see for the day.

Lastly good luck tomorrow you might be the
one in 20 and it’s your turn.

We had 14 tuna and eight kingfish reported
for the week.

PHILLIP
ISLAND
MARINE
NEW & USED BOAT SALES

TIDE GUIDE

Tidal predictions for Stony Point
Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31

HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BOLD

Wed 13  1.17am

2.87m

2.22am
2.97m
3.21am
3.04m
4.14am
3.07m
5.00am
3.06m
5.41am
3.02m

6.15am
2.95m

6.45am
1.27m

7.57am
1.19m
9.00am
1.07m
9.54am
0.94m
10.42am
0.84m
11.25am
0.76m

12.04pm
0.70m

12.44pm 6.56pm
2.46m 0.39m

1.56pm 8.01pm
2.50m 0.36m

3.01pm 9.00pm
2.55m 0.36m

4.00pm  9.52pm
2.60m 0.39m
4.53pm  10.40pm
2.63m 0.46m
5.41pm 11.24pm
2.63m 0.56m
6.25pm

2.61m

Thu 14

Fri15

Sat 16

Sun 17

Mon 18

Tue 19
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All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.
No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

Phillip Island Football Netball Club 2021 team se-
lection dates for West Gippsland Football League
and Casey Netball Association.

Preference is for players to attend both try-out

2021 PLFN.C Netball Trials

dates. Please wear plain shorts/pants and white
tops (no club apparel).

Please confirm your booking via Try Booking
link below https://www.trybooking.com/BNTTY

Wednesday 27th January,
PIFNC Courts, Cowes

U11 4:00pm — 4:45 pm;
U13 4.45-5.30pm;

U15 5:30pm — 6:30pm;
U17 6:30pm — 7:30pm;
Thursday 28th January,

PIFNC Courts, Cowes
Seniors 6:00pm- 7:30pm

Sunday 31 January,
PIFNC Courts, Cowes
U119.00am - 9:45am;
U13 9:45am —10:30am;
U15 10.30am — 11.30pm;
U17 12.30pm —1.30pm;
Seniors 1:30pm - 3:30pm;

Call Nazza O’Brien Netball Operations manager,

on 0404 019 852 or email netball@pifnc.com.au

Age group guidance:

U11 - born 2010 - 2011
U13 - born 2008 - 2009
U15 - born 2006 - 2007
U17 - born 2004 - 2005

JDO0030AA

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Phillip Island Football Netball Club
are seeking enthusiastic

U18’s Football coach

for our 2021 season

Please send applications and enquiries to
scott@phillipislandmarine.com.au

JO00534AA
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The Under 14 Cricket Team (at back from left): Justin Tran, Sam Bennett, Ollie Parsons, George McCausland (captain) Drew Fusinato,
Charlie O’Garey, and Ollie Duggan. Front from left: Zac Hughes, Xavier Godena, Duke Lawrence, Harry Arceo and Jake Hughes.

Young Sharks well placed for 2021 Victory!

Under 14s Cricket

For their first game back from
the Christmas break, the Ul4
sharks welcomed Ollie Duggan
and Charlie O’ Garey to the team.

Duke Lawrence, Ollie Parsons
and Zack Hughes were also ad-
ditions to the team filling in from
Ul2s.

Korumburra won the toss and
elected to bat however on the first
ball off the match, George McCaus-
land struck, bowling the opener.

Korumburra fought their way
back into the match despite tight
bowling from Harry Arceo and
Sam Bennett.

Justin Tran bowled exceptional-
ly restricting the runs and taking
a wicket.

The three Ul2 boys (Zack, Ollie
P, and Duke) were given the task of
bowling at the end of the innings.

In Zack’s first over, he took a
wicket by taking out off stump.

Later in the over, Charlie O’ Gar-
ey ran out the new batsmen for a
diamond duck.

Despite Duke and Ollie P not tak-
ing any wickets they restricted lots
of runs.

The Sharks kept Korumburra
to 52.

Jake Hughes and Ollie Dug-
gan opened the batting, and both
looked set for a lot of runs but both
were dismissed for three.

Drew Fusinato and George Mc-
Causland had a partnership of 48
before George fell to a great catch
on 13 runs.

Xavier Godena and Drew
Fusinato saw out the rest off the
innings, the Sharks leading by 13
leading into next week.

Under 16s Cricket

On a spectacular sun-soaked
morning, the under 16s welcomed
the 2021 cricket season with a road
trip to Nerrena.

New recruits for under 14s — Charlie O’Garey (left) and Ollie Duggan
line up on Saturday at the Cowes oval.
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Call your local
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In near perfect conditions, Nerre-
na won the toss and elected to bat.

Opening bowlers Zac Walker
and Tim Niven (8 overs 2 maidens
1 for 24) bowled a disciplined line
and length, keeping the Nerrena
batsmen to just 10 runs from the
first 8 overs.

With the score reaching 29, Ner-
rena lost openers Currato (20) and
Trotman (9) to a fantastic leg side
catch by keeper Henry Peppard
and a sliding catch by Max Arceo
respectively.

The Island’s opening bowlers did
a fantastic job to control the flow of
runs, bowling no extras and were
well supported by some fantastic
ground fielding by the team.

When Captain Kohen Beaumont
entered the attack shortly thereaf-
ter, he too was able to control the
flow of runs.

When Kohen trapped Harris in
front for a duck, scoring had stag-
nated, and Nerrena found them-

selves 3 for 35 after 17 overs.

With the tight bowling and dis-
ciplined batting continuing, the
game rolled on with a run rate of
three runs per over.

William Peppard chipped in
with 1 for 9 off 5 overs and Captain
Kohen Beaumont had the best fig-
ures of the day taking 2 for 12 off
7 overs.

Nerrena’s Tadgh Gannon was
the pick of the batsmen.

Showing great maturity, Gannon
weathered the tight bowling storm
and found a way to accelerate his
innings, when others were unable
to do so.

He ended up with a well-made
and much needed 42 from Ner-
rena’s perspective.

Allin all, a pleasing day’s cricket
played with intensity and in the
right spirit.

The Sharks have placed them-
selves in a strong position to get
their first win of 2021.

Tuesday January 5 — Men’s 18
Hole Stableford.

Winner was Stuart Carson H/c
(10) with 39 points from Paul Co-
chrane H/c (5) with 38 points.

Ladies 18 Hole Stableford.

Winner was Janice Baker H/c
(36) with 38 points from Alice
Schofield H/c (26) with 36 points.

Saturday January 9 — Men’s 18
Hole Stroke.

Winner was James Taylor H/c
(26) with 64 points from Isacc
Batty H/c (2) with 69 points.

Next Saturday’s Men’s Compe-
tition — Match Play Qualification.

Ladies 18 Hole Stroke

Winner was Ashlee Robin-
son H/c (45) with 73 points from
Joanne Disher H/c (23) with 74
points.

Men’s & Ladies 9 Hole Stabl-
eford.

Winner was Charlene Duth-
ie H/c (39) with 20 points on a

Phillip Island golf results

countback from Basil Moloney
Hi/c (14) also with 20 points.

A reminder to all members to
collect their Raffle Tickets from
the Golf Shop to sell to support
the upcoming Lighter Moments
— Bass Coast and Phillip Island
Exhibition — held at the Iluka
Gallery in Silverleaves.

Three of the paintings on dis-
play are donated to the Phillip
Island Golf Club and can be
currently viewed in the Club-
house.

Artists donating paintings are
David Taylor —AW.LEV.A.S., Di-
ana Edwards — A.G.R.A and Tom
Tyrrell.

Tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10.

The exhibition is for the month
of January and will be drawn
Sunday January 31 at 3pm at the
Gallery. Iluka Studio Gallery, 28
Settlement Road Silverleaves,
Phillip Island.

PHILLIP ISLAND ‘® SAN REMO

DVERTISER
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ALEX 5COTT

AND STAFF

5 BLOSSOM ROAD, COWES

$595,000

* Open plan living with theatre room
* 4 bed/2 bath/2 car
* Large undercover patio area

149 MCKENZIE ROAD, COWES

CONTACT AGENT

 Set on | acre with established gardens
* 3 bed/2 bath plus study
« Split system & wood combustion heater

29 BRUCE ROAD, SILVERLEAVES

WE HAVE
CASH BUYERS
READYTO

PURCHASE
NOW!

RENTAL
PROPERTIES
URGENTLY
WANTED

WE HAVE QUALITY
TENANTS WAITING

I 13aThompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

LK00237AA



	PHIL-M-210113-001
	PHIL-M-210113-002
	PHIL-M-210113-003
	PHIL-M-210113-004
	PHIL-M-210113-005
	PHIL-M-210113-006
	PHIL-M-210113-007
	PHIL-M-210113-008
	PHIL-M-210113-009
	PHIL-M-210113-010
	PHIL-M-210113-011
	PHIL-M-210113-012
	PHIL-M-210113-013
	PHIL-M-210113-014
	PHIL-M-210113-015
	PHIL-M-210113-016
	PHIL-M-210113-017
	PHIL-M-210113-018
	PHIL-M-210113-019
	PHIL-M-210113-020
	PHIL-M-210113-021
	PHIL-M-210113-022
	PHIL-M-210113-023
	PHIL-M-210113-024
	PHIL-M-210113-025
	PHIL-M-210113-026
	PHIL-M-210113-027
	PHIL-M-210113-028

