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It was a sellout crowd and sunny skies for the popular festival’s eighth year at Churchill Island. The Cat Empire whipped up the audience, a fitting finale to a day of top-quality Australia music.
Photo: ExpMedia. More phatos on page 19.

Airport property for sale, “a land bankers delight”

DAL

The 47-hectare Phillip Island
airport land is on the market for
sale, at an undisclosed price.

Melbourne estate agents
Raine & Horne have advertised
the 1 Veterans Drive Newhaven
site — which is zoned farming —
as “residential land” and a “land
bankers delight”, with “endless
possibilities”.

“With growing demand for
coastal real estate, this property
is a smart choice for future de-
velopment or creating your own
private getaway,” the ad states,
explaining the property is for
sale with expressions of interest
closing February 22.

“There’s potential for tourism-
related developments, such as

hotels, resorts, or holiday rentals.

“Overall, Phillip Island pres-
ents a compelling opportunity
for land holding and develop-
ment, driven by its growing
popularity and demand for new
projects.”

The land is owned by Glen
Waverley Real Estate and came
under the spotlight during the
State Government’s Distinctive
Areas and Landscapes (DAL)
planning panel in 2023.

Under the initial DAL details
released in 2022, a protected set-
tlement boundary was proposed
for Cape Woolamai, which did
not include the airport land.

Furthermore, the DAL pro-
posed a series of beefed-up
landscape planning controls to
protect areas declared state or
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regionally significant, includ-
ing the coast and hinterland
between Cape Woolamai and
Ventnor.

Developers - including Glen
Waverley Real Estate - then
pushed back against these pro-
posed controls and mooted town
boundaries in the 2023 DAL
planning panel, which was de-
scribed by planning observers
as a developers’ “picnic” and a
“forum to expand town bound-
aries”.

During the panel hearings,
lawyers representing Glen Wa-
verley Real Estate called on a
range of “experts”.

One ecological witness for
the developer gave evidence that
— even though the current level
of human population on Phillip
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Island was “threatening” to the
environment — land at the Cape
Woolamai airport could be sub-
divided to benefit nationally-
protected species, such as the
short-tailed shearwater.

As reported this year, the
State Government is under in-
creasing pressure to approve the
DAL, after the Victorian Plan-
ning Minister Sonya Kilkenny
for the fourth time extended the
deadline for finalising the long-
anticipated law.

Long history

Last year, Phillip Island’s heli-
copter buildings and a slice of
the adjacent airport land was
bought by the chairman of the
National Vietnam Veterans Mu-
seum (NVVM).

SALES
HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

The property revelation came
on the heels of the NVVM’s suc-
cessful approval of the new mu-
seum on the land opposite, 40
hectares on Churchill Road.

NVVM board chair Kingsley
Mundey confirmed he bought
the front 2.4 hectares of the land,
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Plaza, two shops

POLICE

A man in his 70s acciden-
tally hit the accelerator of
his car and ploughed into
Cowes Woolworths Plaza
and two shops on Saturday
morning, with police com-
menting it was “lucky no

one was Killed”.
The accident caused
thousands of  dollars

damage and will see the
Thompson Avenue entry to
the plaza closed until new
doors can be installed.

Cowes Police said it
was yet to be determined
whether the man suffered
a medical episode, with the
driver assessed at the scene
by paramedics before be-
ing released, and will later
have his licence reviewed.
Sergeant Chris Brinkman
said the man drove his car
into the parallel parks on
Thompson Avenue, directly
outside the entry to the pla-
za about 7am when “instead
of braking he panicked and
hit the accelerator”.

“The bollards at the
front haven't done their
job and he drove through
them,” Sgt Brinkman said.

“He then clipped the
bins and went through the
glass doors of the plaza, be-
fore hitting the joining wall
of two shops.

“It was very lucky no
one was injured or killed.
No one was lined up at the
butchers. It was a lucky
time of day.”
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A car crashed through the glass doors of the Woolworth's Plaza
on Saturday morning. Police yet to confirm if it was “a medical

episode or driver error”.

Heard of Cowes Butcher
Rohan said he was chop-
ping meat at a bench at
the time of the accident
and was five metres from
where the car hit the join-
ing wall between the butch-
ery and the neighbouring
Happy Homes & Gifts.

“At first 1 heard the
noise and thought it was an
earthquake,” Rohan said.

“Then I looked up and
the wall of the shop was
coming towards me and it
was then I realised it was a
car.

“I thought ‘what the hell
is going on’ and I ran to
make sure the driver was
ok. He said he was fine.”

Rohan said he was yet
to estimate the cost of dam-
ages, but the shop was in-
sured.

“The joining wall will
need to be rebuilt and I can’t
use my roller doors,” he

said, adding customers had
commented the crash was
the ultimate “drive-through
service”.

“We’ll have to board up
part of the shop until it can
be rebuilt.”

Sgt Brinkman said a
Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil engineer would attend
the scene to determine the
structural integrity of the
shops. He added an elec-
trician had also fixed live
wires hanging from the
smashed entry.

“Once the electrician
has done their job, the car
can be towed, the debris re-
moved and the engineer can
sign off opening the area,
which will be boarded up.”

He said police were yet
to confirm whether it was
“a medical episode or driv-
er error”.

“So we will be ordering
a medical review.”

A flamin’
beauty..

The Illawarra Flame Tree shows off
immense blooming every five years.
However, this one on Sue Chad-
wick’s property in Cows waited 10
years, shedding away all of its leaves
to create an uninterrupted red specta-
cle for everyone to enjoy over summer.
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POLICE

BRIEES

Medical episode

Cowes police confirmed an accident near the
Chocolate Factory in Newhaven on January 5 was
caused by a medical episode.

A local man driving a Lexus four-wheel drive,
heading towards Cowes, suffered an incident that
saw him plough into a black Subaru on the oppo-
site side of the road.

The female driver of the Subaru was taken by
ambulance to Wonthaggi hospital with an arm in-
jury from her car’s airbag.

The male driver was assessed at the scene by
paramedics and released.

Police blocked traffic coming onto the island at
the bridge, while cars heading off the island were
able to pass the accident slowly, with the flow-on
impact causing congestion through to Cowes and
along the Bass Highway.

Aggravated burglaries
Police have urged residents to lock the doors to
their house to avoid “opportunistic burglaries”.

Between December 22 to 30 there were four ag-
gravated burglaries on Phillip Island, with thieves
accessing homes through open doors to steal keys
to cars.

“There have been some attempted burglar-
ies too where they have attempted to gain access
but turned away after finding the doors to homes
locked,” Sergeant Adam Mottershead said.

Fires

Since January 1 police have attended 11 fires
across San Remo and Phillip Island, including the
major bushfire at The Gurdies.

All fires were generally small and contained,
including a small patch of front lawn burnt after
a neighbour released an illegal firework, while
campers also lit a fire on the beach.

In San Remo there was a car fire from a me-
chanical failure.

Sergeant Adam Mottershead said any fire in
summer required a permit.

“If you don’t have one you can be charged. Un-
less you have a permit, don’t even consider light-
ing a fire at this time of year, not just because it’s
an offence, but because it’s dangerous,” he said.

Near drowning
A visitor from Sri Lanka nearly drowned at a Cow-
es accommodation’s pool facility on January 8.

Cowes police said the woman could not swim
and entered the pool, not realising how deep it
was.

Paramedics attended and she was taken to
Wonthaggi hospital for observation.

“If you can’t swim, don’t go in the water,” Sgt
Mottershead said.

He said two people were also rescued by surfers
after being stranded offshore on rocks at Berrys
Beach on January 4.

Summer policing

While Phillip Island has experienced one of its
busiest summers in memory, the crowds have all
been well behaved, Sgt Mottershead said.

“The island is becoming known as a family-ori-
ented destination so on the whole it’s been a good
vibe across the holidays and back to schoolies.”

Cowes also has a permanent new police officer,
who started on December 30.

Wednesday, January 15, 2025 | THE ADVERTISER 3

Busy bay boating sees emergency calls spike

RESCUES

There have been more than 40
emergency calls on Western Port
so far this summer, with about 50
per cent avoidable, including boats
running out of petrol and water us-
ers failing to understand weather
conditions.

Victoria Police confirmed the
Water Police have responded to
more than 40 incidents on the bay
since December 1, with “the major-
ity of calls from recreational boat-
ers and fishermen who have gotten
into trouble and required assis-
tance”.

Victorian Fisheries Authority
(VFA) told the Advertiser Cowes-
based officers had issued many
fishers on the bay through summer
with infringement notices for ex-
ceeding catch limits, taking under-
size fish and intertidal shellfish.

Western Port’s Volunteer Marine
Rescue (VMR) also confirmed they
have attended about 40 incidents,
including six jobs in one day.

A VMR spokesperson confirmed
the majority of their callouts
were “RACV-style”, including not
enough fuel in the boats or flat bat-
teries, as well as rescues including
paddleboarders misreading wind
conditions and blown offshore.

In one instance, a man who
bought a yacht at Newhaven set
sail for Geelong in 25 knots before
getting stranded at Flinders.

VMR volunteers tied the yacht
to a mooring and told the owner to
stay until winds settled, but then at
midnight the same day volunteers
were again called out when the
yacht was stranded in mud at San
Remo.

In December VMR worked with
Western Port’s other marine emer-
gency service, the Australian Vol-
unteer Coast Guard, to rescue two
divers off Cape Woolamai.

“The divers surfaced at a dis-
tance from their boat and the driv-
er in the boat could not start the en-
gine, drifting faster than the divers
could swim,” VMR spokesperson
Glenn Manning said.

“We were tasked with recover-
ing the divers while the coast guard
recovered the boat.”

Glenn urged all novice water us-
ers to ensure they were educated
before taking to the water.

“Go out when it’s quiet and prac-
tice and take a friend who knows
the ropes, hang out with the old
guys,” he said.

“Be mindful of the weather, es-
pecially paddleboarders; it can be
calm on shore but 300 metres out
the wind can be stronger.

“Keep your vessel maintained
and make sure the fuel is fresh and
there’s enough.”

Glenn Manning, from Western Port’s Volunteer Marine Rescue. The majority of callouts in
summer were “RACV-style” including not enough fuel in boats or flat batteries, as well as
rescues including paddleboarders misreading wind conditions and blown offshore.

Volunteers

There are 10 active VMR volun-
teers who respond 24/7 throughout
Western Port and across to Wilsons
Promontory, 50km out to Bass Strait.

VMR responds to calls beyond the
surf line where Life Saving Victoria
does not operate and on beaches not
patrolled by surf lifesavers. Glenn
said while they covered a large area,
about 35 per cent of their callouts
were off Phillip Island and he said
VMR would “love” to have another
rescue group based at Newhaven or
San Remo.

VMR works with Victoria Marine
Police, focused on rescues, searches
and tows, and is government-fund-
ed for operational services, paid
through boat licences.

But he said they rely on donations
from the public to do much of their
work, with about half of people res-
cued giving a donation.

He said like the CFA or SES, VMR
was fully operated by volunteers but
their work “rarely made the news”.

“We are the lost or hidden emer-
gency service,” he said.

“Where we do our work no one
sees us. It’s hard to get a TV camera
out where we do our work.”

VMR operates in Hastings and
Mornington only and — because all
members are 20 minutes to their
emergency Noosa Cat 3100 fibre-
glass catamaran - cover more jobs
than the Australian Volunteer Coast
Guard operates.

Glenn is a microbiologist by day
and said volunteers undergo about
three years of training.

The first crew level teaches basics
for up to 12 months such as tying
knots and hooking up tow lines; the

second level (master to three nauti-
cal miles) is 18 months and teaches
navigations, meteorology and engi-
neering); and level three is master to
30 nautical miles and is the equiva-
lent of a coxswain.

Glenn said he decided to volunteer
to give back to the community and
because he loved being on the water.

“Learning the skills and driving
a boat someone else pays for is also
not bad,” he said, adding he had an
understanding employer who al-
lowed him job flexibility to attend
call-outs.

Fisheries

VFA acting CEO Luke O’Sullivan
said officers had been conducting
regular on-water and land work
around Phillip Island and Western
Port over summer.

“They’ve been pleased to find
most people doing the right thing,
abiding by size and bag limits and
looking after fisheries for future
generations,” he said.

“However, some fishers have
been issued with infringement no-
tices for exceeding catch limits,
taking undersize fish and intertidal
shellfish collection.

“The VFA will continue to edu-
cate fishers on the need to wear
lifejackets when rock fishing at
designated high-risk zones along
the coastline, as well as size and
bag limits for species like southern-
bluefin tuna, abalone, rock lobster,
snapper and King George whiting.”

For all size and bag limit infor-
mation, fishers can download the
free VicFishing app or pick up a free
Recreational Fishing Guide from a
nearby tackle shop.

vveoveroar
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Jubilation as Bass Coast goes with Bayside

HEALTH

In a victory for local health ad-
vocates, Bass Coast Health has
been included in the new Bay-
side local health service net-
work, rather than Gippsland as
originally proposed.

The State Government an-
nounced the 12 new networks,
which groups health services to-
gether by regions, on January 10.

President of the Phillip Is-
land Medical and Health Action
Group (PIMHAG), Peter Paul
said he was over the moon at the
announcement.

“This is not just good news
for our community, it is an over-
whelming victory for common
sense.”

Peter said the network an-
nouncement, which came ear-
lier than expected, meant focus
could now return to the impor-
tant issue of the new community
hospital, due to open this year.

“It now enables the Phillip Is-
land community to concentrate
on getting the very best services
for our hospital,” he said.

Peter said the original propos-
al for Bass Coast Health (BCH)
to be part of the Gippsland net-
work would have been a huge
step backwards.

“A lot of people won’t under-
stand how good this decision is
until it is implemented.

“It was the correct decision
and congratulations to all those
concerned.”

BCH Interim CEO Simone
Alexander said the move to Bay-
side further strengthens existing
partnerships with Alfred Health,
Peninsula Health and Koowe-
erup Regional Health Service.

“These are relationships
we’ve worked so hard to develop
over the last several years and
we’re pleased input from our
staff and our community was
included in the final decision
about the network structure.

“We already host visiting
medical specialists from The Al-
fred who provide our cancer and
cardiology services, and offer
outpatient consultations to our
community. Medical and nurs-
ing staff from The Alfred also
provide care to our community
from our sites.

“We also have existing part-
nerships for pathways of care in
place with The Alfred for patients
requiring more complex care.”

BCH’s Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with The Alfred
is now in its sixth year and in-
cludes surgery, oncology, radia-
tion oncology, haematology, sub-
acute, pathology and cardiology.

In avictory for local health advocates, Bass Coast Health has been included in the new Bayside local health service net-
work, rather than Gippsland as originally proposed.

Member for Bass, Jordan
Crugnale was also delighted
with the announcement.

“This formalises a grouping
that makes sense for patients,
their care, clinical support flows
and our healthcare workers,” Ms
Crugnale said.

“I want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the respective
Boards, CEQO’s and Exec teams
for endorsing this grouping and
of course our wonderful com-
munity members and health care
workers and the many that wrote
to me to advocate in support.

“My many representations
and discussions with our Health
Minister over the last year on
your behalf has come to fruition.”

The initial proposal that Bass
Coast Health be part of the
Gippsland network, was strenu-
ously opposed by former CEO
Jan Child, BCH board and man-
agement, and PIMHAG.

In December PIMHAG issued
“a call to action”, asking resi-
dents to lobby Health Minister
Mary-Anne Thomas for BCH to
be part of Bayside.

“The vast majority of resi-
dents from the island and San
Remo have relatives and friends
in the Melbourne suburbs and
on the Peninsula, so they have
family support and accommo-
dation if needed,” PIMHAG
spokesperson Linda Marston
said at the time.

PIMHAG said moving health
services to Traralgon, would
“not result in the community us-
ing them” and would “not result

in efficiencies”.

Networks

The government claims the
12 networks will “support im-
proved cooperation between lo-
cal services, ensure doctors and
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specialists are available to care
for patients closer to where they
live, deliver clearer pathways
in and out of hospital, and sup-
port better waitlist management
across a region”.

The Bayside network in-
cludes Alfred Health, Bass Coast
Health, Calvary Health Care
Bethlehem (Caulfield South),
Gippsland Southern Health Ser-
vice, Kooweerup Regional Health
Service and Peninsula Health.

The Gippsland network is
made up of Bairnsdale Re-
gional Health Service, Cen-
tral Gippsland Health Service,
Latrobe Regional Hospital, Omeo

District Health, Orbost Regional
Health, South Gippsland Hospi-
tal, West Gippsland Healthcare
Group, and Yarram & District
Health Service.

The government said the fi-
nal groupings were determined
following extensive consulta-
tion with health services — with
consideration given to popula-
tion growth, community need,
clinical capability and distance
between services.

“Importantly, the governance
of each health service, including
its board and CEO, unique iden-
tity and connection to their com-
munity, will remain unchanged,”

the government stated.

“In early 2025, health servic-
es will come together to discuss
the priorities and arrangements
for their network, focusing on
four key priority areas — access
and flow, workforce, clinical
governance, and sustainability —
before networks commence op-
eration on July 1.”

The government said local
workforces and communities
will also be consulted in 2025 to
“gain their views as well to ad-
dress each individual commu-
nity’s health needs”.

With the state dealing with
a huge debt, the networks are
designed to help cut costs in the
health system, by “sharing sup-
port services and back-office
functions to reduce unnecessary
duplication”.

Minister Mary Anne Thomas
said the reforms “will deliver even
better care by supporting health
services to work together and en-
suring local voices are heard”.

“Atthe centre of our health sys-
tem reform is Victorian patients
and staff - this is about expand-
ing access to frontline services,
particularly in regional and rural
Victoria,” Ms Thomas said.

The opposition has con-
demned the new networks, de-
scribing it as an “ill-conceived
plan (that) will result in reduced
services, job losses and force
Victorians to travel further for
essential care”.

PIMHAG toasts network decision

HEALTH

Phillip Island Medical and
Health Action Group is cel-
ebrating the decision for Bass
Coast Health to join the Bay-
side network.

“The PIMHAG Committee
members and supporters have
worked tirelessly, never waver-
ing in advocating for such a re-
sult,” said President Peter Paul.

“The new Phillip Island
Community Hospital lacked
any connection to Latrobe
Hospital as has Wonthaggi
Hospital for several years.

“Bass Coast Health best
serves its communities by con-
tinuing to develop its partner-
ships with existing services
heading north on the highway
to Melbourne,” Peter continued.

“Whilst the decision is
loaded with common sense,
the umbilical cord connecting
Bass Coast Health to Latrobe

PIMHAG lobbied for decades for improved health services for Phillip Island, and
supported former CEO Jan Child’s call for Bass Coast Health to be part of the
Bayside Local Health Service Network, not joined with Gippsland and Latrobe.

had to be severed.

“It was never going to be
easy to change historical, geo-
graphical and financial con-
nections to Latrobe which were
deeply entrenched. Along with
PIMHAG, Bass Coast Health is
to be applauded for their perse-

verance in recent years rally-
ing for a positive outcome for
the people of Bass Coast.”

He said the Phillip Island
community could look forward
to this year’s opening of their
community hospital “knowing
they have been recognised”.
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New erosion petition needs support

SILVERLEAVES

Residents are being urged to support a
petition calling for urgent government
funding to build a sandbag wall at Silver-
leaves.

The petition needs 2000 in-person sig-
natures (or 10,000 online) in order to be
tabled and debated in the upper house of
state parliament, and is the latest pres-
sure to be applied to the State Govern-
ment, following a protest earlier this
month.

Silverleaves’ property owners said the
petition was urgent given the imminent
risk of inundation to their properties.

The petition states the Silverleaves
community’s concern “at the lack of State
Government funding for emergency
coastal erosion works to prevent homes,
public infrastructure and public land
from being undermined and lost”.

It calls on the government to urgently
fund the proposed geotextile revetment
and work “with the community to plan
and fund long term solutions to mitigate
and manage coastal erosion”.

The Department of Energy, Environ-
ment and Climate Action (DEECA) have
proposed a sandbag wall costing up to
$500,000 as an interim measure to stop
further erosion, but funding has yet to be
made available.

As reported more than 200 protestors
gathered at the “red zone” beach section
of Sanders Road in early January

Resident Natalie Gray told the crowd
the risk was “immediate”, while Victorian
shadow regional development minister
Melina Bath told the crowd Silverleaves
was a “test case” for coastal Victoria.

“Houses here will go under unless the
State Government funds urgent emergen-
cy works,” Melina said.

Resident Tristan White said Silver-
leaves needed emergency sand bagging
to save the 30 metres of crown land re-
maining between high tide and private

property.

Hundreds of people gathered in the hot spot erosion zone of Silverleaves at a protest in early January that demanded funding for a sandbag wall. Resi-
dents have now launched a petition to parliament, calling for the urgent funding.

“Groynes which have deteriorated
over decades were not maintained and
should be rebuilt,” he said.

Disaster funding
State MP for Bass Jordan Crugnale was
unable to attend the rally but told the Ad-
vertiser she was working with the Envi-
ronment Minister and the new Treasurer
on funding the sandbag wall.

Jordan said the Federal Emergency
Management Minister Jenny McAllister
had advised that DEECA and council

could meet criteria for this year’s disaster
funding.

A DEECA report last year found since
2022, in the “hotspot” near Sanders Road,
about 16 metres of foreshore has been
lost to erosion.

The western shoreline of Silverleaves
more broadly has eroded about 77 metres
since 1953.

The report suggests sea level rise is
coming faster than previously predicted,
with the foreshore shifting to the front
door of the most northerly homes the

length of Silverleaves within the next
decade if nothing is done to stop current
erosion.

By 2050 all frontline homes along Sil-
verleaves may be submerged and by 2100
homes in about 150 metres from the cur-
rent shoreline could have been breached.

Bass Coast Shire Council has commit-
ted to lobbying the State Government for
urgent funding to address the issue.

Visitors and locals can sign the peti-
tion at the Silverleaves Store or the Sil-
verleaves Conservation Society.

Seeing red over red bins

WASTE

It’s summer so that means red bin frus-
tration. A quick poll around the streets of
Cowes and Silverleaves last week found
the majority of landfill bins incorrectly left
out for kerbside collection, with only a few
leaving out the green (compost) and yellow
(recycling) bins only.

So is it confusion, defiance or despera-
tion?

Advertiser readers were quick to give
their response, with most again saying it
was desperation and calling for weekly —
rather than fortnightly — red bin collection
between Christmas and Australia Day.

However, many suggested Bass Coast’s

bin system was simply “confusing”, with
tourists putting bins out because they were
unaware of the system.

Bass Coast Shire Cr Ronnie Bauer -
who unsuccessfully tried in the last coun-
cil term to introduce weekly peak season
collections —last week confirmed he would
again try this term, after standing on a
platform at last year’s council elections on
the issue.

Here were just a few of readers’ com-
ments:

Prudence: “Now that the container de-
posit scheme has come in, it’s ridiculous to
be having weekly recycling pick-ups rath-
er than red bin for holiday towns. Three-
quarter empty recycling bins being picked

up by trucks with all their emissions, while
people use their cars to go and claim their
container deposits. Where is the effective
education campaign that targets holiday
makers to not create more waste in the six-
week period of summer?”

John: “We have a system designed to
cater for 14,000 permanent population, not
the 80,000 on the island during the holiday
season.”

Scott: “It’s easy: from Christmas to the
end of January all three bins should be
emptied every week. Rates go up and up
and you get less and less from the council.”

Ashley: “Every year the same thing.
Red bins only get collected every second
week all year round.”

Barbara: “Maybe it’s the tourists who
see the other tourists put all their bins out.”

Scott: “Isn’t it more likely the holiday
makers are just putting them all out as
they’re full.”

The kerbside collection bin system in Bass Coast
is “designed to cater for the 14,000 permanent
population, not the 80,000 on the island during
the holiday season”, according to one reader.

LOW MAINTENANCE
MID CENTURY HOME

3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, Sunroom &
Living Room.
Renovated. Great Location.

$750,000

yvy8zévodr

21A GRANDVIEW GROVE COWES, 3922

0408 389 842

Call to arrange an inspection by owner.

\A
US4
(72 IN" ANTIQUE & ESTATE JEWELLERY

JEWELLERY

ovvesvoar

MODERN JEWELLERY
WATCH BATTERIES
RE-MODELLING
DIAMONDS
REPAIRS
GIFTS

COWES

Shop 2, 69 Chapel St, Cowes D : 5632 8802
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Phillip Island Fire Brigade attended a grass and scrub fire at Wonthaggi last Thursday, one of many
call outs so far this summer. Photo: Courtesy of Phillip Island Fire Brigade.

Fire is an ever-present danger

SAFETY

With the world’s eyes on the devastating
fires in Los Angeles, it’s a timely remind-
er of the need to be prepared during our
hot summer.

February is traditionally the hottest
month, and it holds the record for Phil-
lip Island’s highest mean maximum tem-
perature, and hottest recorded temperate
(42.1 C) according to Bureau of Meteorol-
ogy records.

Bass Coast Shire is currently within
the “Fire Danger Period (FDP)”, and with
more hot weather predicted, authorities
are urging people to ensure their proper-
ties are summer ready.

Lino Drazzi, Captain of the Phillip Is-
land Fire Brigade stressed people should
not get complacent.

He said anyone using a charcoal bar-
beque or a firepit during the FDP needed
to have a three-metre clearance around
the flames, and a hose or bucket of water
nearby.

Lighting fires on beaches, or in the
surrounding dunes is illegal, and could
potentially have catastrophic results.

“Any fire on the beach or in the dunes
is a big no-no at this time of year,”

“If fire hasn’t been put out properly, it
will keep burning out under the sand,”
said Lino, adding that high wind could
set the embers aflame.

“Lighting a fire on a beach or dune,
even burning off in the backyard - it’s
critical that it doesn’t happen.

“It only takes an ember or two to start
a fire.”

Local residents in areas like Smiths
Beach, Kitty Miller Bay and Cape Wool-
amai have repeatedly raised concerns
about fires on the beach or in the sur-
rounding dunes.

In mid-December, the Phillip Island
CFA were called to Smiths Beach after
people lit a bonfire on the beach. A few

days later, fire fighters and locals helped
put out a blaze on the beachfront at Kitty
Miller Bay Road in Ventnor.

Lino said there were four to five call
outs on New Year’s Eve to small grass or
scrub fires.

So far in 2025, the brigade had been
called out 14 times to a variety of inci-
dents, including several false alarms with
indoor fire alarms at the Health Hub and
Woolworths, children locked in cars, bin
fires and even a person trapped in a lift.

Support
The Phillip Island Brigade is run by a
dedicated group of volunteers.

“A lot of people aren’t aware that we
are 100 per cent volunteers, right across
Bass Coast,” said Lino.

There are many ways you can help
support the incredible work the team
does, including supporting their regular
BBQ fundraisers outside Coles in Cowes.

The next BBQ will be held on Austra-
lia Day, January 26, and members of the
brigade will be on hand to talk to the pub-
lic, and will also have information about
what you can and can’t do during the Fire
Danger Period.

The brigade also recommends every-
one downloads the VicEmergency app
and sets up a watch zone to receive push
notifications about incidents and warn-
ings in your area.

You can also set up a watch zone for
places you’re visiting over the holiday
season.

A full list of what you can or can’t do
during FDP and days of total fire ban, is
available on the CFA website, as well as
tips on how to prepare your property.

It is also posted to the Phillip Island
Brigade’s Facebook page.

www.cfa.vic.gov.au/.../fire-bans.../can-
i-or-cant-i

www.cfa.vic.gov.au/.../how-to-pre-
pare-your-property

NEWS

Islanders’ elite turn
at Summernats

CARS

Congratulations to Da-
vid and Kelly Neely of
Bass Coast Mechanical in
Cowes on a big win at the
annual Summernats car
festival in Canberra this
month.

David and Kelly attend-
ed Summernats in early
January in their 1968 HK
Holden Monaro.

The pair were blown
away when their car
was deemed worthy to
be judged in the Top 60
Elite category at the event
which showcases the best
built cars in the country at
the highest level.

Their beloved Monaro
was competing against
builds costing upwards of
$1.8 million dollars.

The judges were so
impressed with the ve-
hicle, which was built in
a 12-month period exclu-
sively at Bass Coast Me-
chanical, that the couple
were awarded a coveted
invitation to attend the
Red Centre Nats (Austra-
lia’s ultimate outback car
fest) along with only eight
other entrants.

Qualifying for the Top
60 Elite at Summernats
also entitled them to com-
pete for the title of Grand

Community Bank

Cowes

David and Kelly Neely of Bass Coast Mechanical in Cowes with their
1968 HHK Holden Monaro, which was runner up in this year’s Grand
Champion competition at the Summernats.

Champion which is widely
regarded as the most pres-
tigious award amongst car
lovers.

Comprising of both
judging points on the car
itself and driving skills
demonstrated by Dave on
a timed circuit, the cou-

Your town.

ple are still in shock that
they managed to snag the
runner up title to Grand
Champion.

This places the car in
the Top 3 overall judged
vehicles in the entire coun-
try for 2025, which is a
brilliant effort.

Home loans

Accounts

vveegroar

You deserve
more, Monash.

Deb 721

Leonard

INDEPENDENT

Your bank.

Everything you need

We deliver the products and technology you'd
expect from a big bank, plus the personal service
you wouldn't.

Feel good about who you bank with. Try Bendigo.

Find out more. Call 5952 3383 or search Bendigo
Bank Cowes.

B Bendigo Bank

Credit cards
Personal loans
Business
Insurance

Travel and
International

Investing

Agribusiness

ovrrivoar

*All lending products are subject to the Bank’s normal lending criteria. Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply and may be varied at any time. Bendigo and
Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. A1455028 OUT_42781214 12/01/2025




NEWS

Wednesday, January 15,2025 | THE ADVERTISER

7

“Lots of snouts in meagre trough™: new taxes hit property owners

REAL ESTATE

Holiday homeowners say they
are being slammed with taxes
and charges, making owning a
second home unviable.

Ventnor ratepayer Phillip
Palmer, in a letter to the editor,
said he was contemplating rent-
ing out his property part-time,
with current bills including in-
surance, land tax, utilities and
rates.

He said under a holiday rent-
al he would face extra charges
including a State Government
short term rental fee of 7.5 per
cent for each booking, higher
insurance and Bass Coast Shire
short term rental registration
fee.

“And most concerning of
all, the newly introduced rural
Vacant Residential Land Tax
(VRLT), which is one per cent of
Capital Improved Value in year
one then two per cent in year
two, then three per cent in the
third year,” Phillip said.

On top of these costs, he
would be required to pay rental
fees such as an agent holiday
rental fee and cleaning costs.

“A lot of snouts for a very
meagre trough,” he said.

Phillip said based on his cal-
culations, to rent out his holi-
day home as a short stay rental
in the first year, it would take
more than nine weeks of rental
income to break even.

“In the second year it will take
14.3 weeks of rental income to
break even.

“In the third year it will take
19.2 weeks of rental income to
break even.”

He said the Airbnb occupancy

rate for Phillip Island was about

40 per cent, “which equates to

about 22 weeks per annum”.
“You do the math.”

“Shocked”

Alex Scott agent Greg Price said
he was seeing the combination
of rising costs impacting own-
ers.

“Property owners who have
a holiday rental are being
slammed with taxes and charg-
es,” Greg said, adding increased
costs also included Bass Coast
Shire Council garbage charge
and State Government fire levy
on insurance.

He said the market was cur-
rently “subdued”, although
there were more listings on
Phillip Island now than any
time in the past 10 years, with
sellers offloading for a variety
of reasons, including taxes.

“People are shocked by this
new (VRLT) tax when they re-
ceive the notification.”

Greg said many would-be
sellers were surprised their
homes were worth less than
their rates notice valuation.

“The vendor gets shocked
when they find just how far the
market has come back.”

Greg said while there were
buyers, there were not as many
who wanted to buy for holiday
homes or investment, also dis-
suaded by the government’s list
of requirements for rentals.

There are currently about
450 properties for sale on Phil-
lip Island and more than 140 in
San Remo.

New taxes
From today (January 15), rate-

payers with a second home must
notify the Victorian State Rev-
enue Office about whether they
are liable for the VRLT.

Prior to January 1, 2025,
VRLT applied only to vacant res-
idential land in inner and middle
Melbourne.

However, from January 1,
VRLT applied to residential land
anywhere in Victoria “if the land
is vacant in the preceding calen-
dar year”, unless an exemption
applies.

To be exempt from paying the
tax, holiday homeowners will
need to declare they stay in the
house for four weeks or more a
year.

VRLT also applies to homes
under construction, and those
that are under renovation or un-
inhabitable, for more than two
years.

Those who operate as a short-
stay business will not be able to
avoid paying one per cent of the
capital improved value of the
property, increasing in consecu-
tive years.

Also from January 1, the gov-
ernment’s short stay levy of 7.5
per cent will be applied to any
property owner who accepts a
booking that is less than 28 con-
secutive days, and who charges
a fee for the stay.

The shire’s short stay rental
accommodation registration fee
payable annually is now $312, up
from $300 last year.

The government said the
VRLT was introduced to help ad-
dress the lack of housing supply
in Victoria.

It is designed to push inves-
tors to fill or sell their empty
properties.

YOU CAN'T CONTROL FIRE.
BUT YOU CAN CONTROL
WHEN YOU LEAVE.

When the Fire Danger Rating is Extreme or Catastrophic,
leaving early is your safest option. Download the
Vic Emergency app or go to emergency.vic.gov.au

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Agents report an increase in properties for sale since the introduction of new
taxes. There are currently about 450 properties for sale on Phillip Island and

more than 140 in San Remo.

State
Government
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Chris Dixon (centre) with Michael Coghlan, biomedical engineer at Free 30 Hands and founder Mat Bowtell, at the end of
his 200km run, which raised close to S6000.

Amazing run from Sale to Phillip Island

FUNDRAISER

On the weekend, Chris Dixon ran
200km in 24 hours, from Sale to
Phillip Island for a special cause.

His daughter Gracie was born
without an arm, and Chris’ run
raised money for island-based
charity Free 3D Hands, founded
by Mat Bowtell.

“I wanted to raise money for
Free 3D Hands, and re-introduce
Gracie to Mat,” Chris said.

“Free 3D Hands is the charity
that will one day change Gracie’s
life if she ever decided she want-
ed an assistive device.

“I wanted to show Mat the
lengths I would go to for Gracie.”

Chris was joined on his
quest by Jonti Gray and Mitch
Hawkins who ran the first
150km with him, “pacing me
whenever I needed a little pick-
me-up”, he said.

His friend Jack Montgomery
ran the last 50km with him.

The fundraiser was supported
by Ian “Bugsy” Christensen and
the team at Phillip Island Tat-
too Studio, who held a post-run
celebration, to continue the fun-
draising.

“Our motivation was to help
Mat and his team to continue
to do this amazing work,” said
Bugsy.

On the weekend, Chris Dixon (left) ran 200km, from Sale to Phillip Island to raise
money for Free 30 Hands. His friend Jack ran the last 50kms with him.

“And to ensure Chris and
his family, in particular Gracie,
have the support and the right
people like Mat on their side.”

Mat Bowtell was full of praise
for the “super-human” effort.

“Let’s put this into perspective;
it’s like running five marathons
back-to-back. No sleep, running
through the night only to be
greeted by temperatures in the
mid-30s through the second day.

“In total, Chris was able to

PHILLIP ISLAND TATTOO STUDIO

Now at 207 Settlement Road (side entrance) in Cowes, having recently relocated
from Newhaven. Jack, Bugsy and Connor and visiting artists use this new

and creative space in the heart of town, to work with each client to make their
experience and tattoo the best it can be. If you're after creativity, artistry and
experience, then look no further. All welcome. Instagram: pit.studio_

raise a whopping $5523.98 from
supporters on the day, online
donations from friends and the
running community. Such an in-
credible effort.

“Our team is extremely hum-
bled and grateful for all of the
love, kindness, generosity and
support.”

To make a tax-deductible do-
nation to support Chris’s fund-
raiser, visit www.free3dhands.
org/donate

Level one of Berninneit (above the library) will be temporarily closed in February
for internal work, as part of the process to achieve Passiv Haus certification.
Access to the ground floor areas will not be affected. Photo: Peter Clarke.

Another test for Berninneit

COUNCIL

Bass Coast Shire Council said
level one of the Berninneit build-
ing will be temporarily closed
next month for additional inter-
nal work.

The work is in preparation
for an air test scheduled for late
February, part of the ongoing
process for the building to re-
ceive Passiv Haus certification.

“These works will involve
internal investigations and rec-
tifications, which will require
the Level One office to be closed
temporarily,” a council spokes-
person said.

“The ground floor areas will
remain unaffected.”

The internal work means lev-
el one of the building, above the
library will be closed from Feb-
ruary 3 to 26 and won’t be open
to the public.

The council said two commu-
nity groups would be impacted
by the closure, but otherwise the
public should not be affected.

Testing

Since May last year the council
has reassured the community
the cultural centre would meet
the strict Passiv Haus environ-
mental certification standards,

even though it has failed the
tests multiple times.

The certification process re-
quires extensive documentation
and testing, and can take an ex-
tended period of time.

One Passive Haus consultant
said “rigorous methodology”
was needed to meet the certi-
fication which was “generally
considered the toughest volun-
tary building standard in the
world”.

The architectural firm that de-
signed Berninneit, Jackson Cle-
ments Burrows, also designed
the Gilles Hall accommodation
for Monash University, the first
large scale building in the south-
ern hemisphere to achieve Pas-
siv House certification.

The council has been repeat-
edly questioned about the certi-
fication process for Berninneit.

At the November council
meeting, CEO Greg Box con-
firmed Berninneit had indefi-
nite time to achieve the envi-
ronmental certification, despite
a construction contract clause
expiring.

Mr Box said council’s con-
tract with McCorkell Construc-
tions included the requirement
for the building to be Passiv
Haus certified.

avevéroar

“A huge thank you to all of
our wonderful customers for
their support of Brinnie T
Home over the last 5 years.
Due to overwhelming
demand, we will continue to
offer gifts & homewares at
the studio in The Concourse.
Open Tuesdays/Wednesdays/
Saturday mornings from

February 1st.

“Discover Brinnie T Design,
where bold, functional
interiors come to life”

5/26 The Concourse, Cowes

03 59519829

www.btdesign.com.au
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Airport property for sale, “aland bankers delight”

From page 1
on the corner of Veterans Drive
and Phillip Island Road, as well
as the buildings used by the he-
licopter business, then launching
the new Island Helicopters.

At the time he said the mu-
seum currently used part of that
land, “with the good graces of the
previous owner”, to park a Cari-
bou aircraft and provide parking
in front of the museum.

Last week Kingsley confirmed
the museum had no interest in
buying the airport land.

“We have our land on the other
side of the road and are very fo-
cused on building our new mu-
seum there,” Kingsley said.

“I purchased the front small
block in order to protect custom-
er access to the museum, and also
to be able to operate Island Heli-
copters from that site.”

He said he understood the air-
port land was not able to be de-
veloped.

“So anyone who buys it needs
either to want it to farm, or simply
to land bank over a long period of
time in the hope that development
approval may be given in years to
come, but I cannot see that happen-
ing in the short to medium term.

“If it is to be farming land, I
suspect the asking price will far
exceed its current market price
and there would be a lot of work
to be done to remove the runways
to make the land suitable to farm,
if indeed it is suitable to farm.”

It will be up to four years be-
fore the new NVVM is built and
operational.

Once the new building is open
the current site will become of-
fices, conservation centre and
storage for the Churchill Road
collection.
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Melbourne estate agents Raine & Horne have advertised the Phillip Island airport
site - which is zoned farming - as “residential land” and a “land bankers delight”.

2016

In 2016 Bass Coast Shire received
a planning scheme amendment
application, by consultants rep-
resenting the previous airport
landowner, to rezone the airport
site from farming zone to general
residential zone.

The application also sought to
apply a development plan overlay
to allow for residential subdivi-
sion on the site.

In response, residents formed
a new group, the Cape Woolamai
Community Association, who
vowed to fight the mooted rede-
velopment.

“The association was formed to
protect and enhance the natural
environment and amenity of Cape
Woolamai for current and future
generations and that includes the
airport land,” the group’s then
president said at the time.

The president said any rezon-

ing of the airport land would con-
travene the shire’s own planning
policies, including the San Remo,
Newhaven and Cape Woolamai
Strategic Review 2015.

“For this proposal to be enter-
tained at any level the shire must
understand it goes against every
strategy and policy they have
written themselves.

“If this land gets rezoned it
would have repercussions, it
would set a dangerous precedent.”

Atthe time the amendment was
reviewed by the planning depart-
ment and further information was
requested from the proponent.

The shire said once all statu-
tory information was provided the
proposed amendment would be
presented to council to determine
whether to request authorisation
from the Planning Minister to pre-
pare and exhibit the amendment.

However, this never eventuated.

DAL will be finalised:
government

PLANNING

The State Government has re-
assured that town boundaries
are being finalised ahead of the
release of the Distinctive Ar-
eas and Landscapes (DAL) for
Bass Coast in coming months.

As reported, in November
the Victorian Planning Minis-
ter Sonya Kilkenny again — for
the fourth time — extended the
deadline for finalising the long-
anticipated DAL, which will
protect the natural landscape
and stop over-development.

The government has been
under increasing pressure to
approve the DAL, which was
first proposed in 2019, with
high-profile groups describing
the delay as “compromising”,
“disrespectful” and “farcical”.

But MP for Bass Jordan
Crugnale this month said
DAL protections were almost
complete and waiting on the
final consultation of the town
boundary of Cape Paterson,
with public feedback closing at
the end of January.

“Following this consultation
process, all the town boundar-
ies can be finalised to be en-
dorsed by Responsible Public
Entities,” Ms Crugnale said,
explaining additional consul-
tation was required to affirm
the Cape Paterson boundary.

“I expect those boundar-
ies to align with community
feedback and Bass Coast Shire
Council’s submission.”

All the town boundaries are

being finalised following rec-
ommendations from the Stand-
ing Advisory Committee and
further landscape assessments
for San Remo and Ventnor West
endorsed by Bass Coast Shire
councillors in February 2024.

The final stage of the DAL
will be endorsed by public en-
tities, including council, which
will happen once the draft is
finalised.

She said the DAL will pro-
vide a blueprint for the liveabil-
ity of Bass Coast for the next
50 years and “ensure housing
growth and infrastructure in-
vestment occurs in the right
locations”.

Once the DAL is adopted,
town boundaries can only be
changed by a majority of both
houses of Parliament, not by
Cabinet or council.

As reported, lawyers for
landowners from Potters Hill
Road to Punchbowl Road in San
Remo argued this area should
be included in the proposed
town boundaries, including land
owned by the Chinese-backed
Springway Corporate Group.

And the  controversial
24-hectare land (also owned by
Springway Corporate Group) in
Ventnor West is also proposed
for subdivision under the DAL.

A decade ago the land em-
broiled former state Liberal
leader Matthew Guy in an
imbroglio that resulted in a
confidential taxpayer funded
settlement said to be worth $3
million.

Spectacular
city views from
a Melbourne icon

‘_‘
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Things are
heating up

The whole world watched in horror as thou-
sands of homes were destroyed in the fires that
swept across Los Angeles last week.

A combination of hot winds and a dry win-
ter (with well below average rainfall) saw a fire
storm develop that was impossible to contain.

Bushfires are a scenario we are all too fa-
miliar with here in Australia, but seeing those
fires overtake a city is something we are not
familiar with, and probably unprepared for.

Like LA, this area has recorded an excep-
tionally dry winter.

It was the driest since records began at
Rhyll (1994), which followed a dry autumn.
While there was a slight uptick in spring rain-
fall, summer started with less rain than usual.
December received 39.2mm (average 45mm),
and our water reservoir at Candowie is being
supplemented by the Greater Yarra Thomson
River System.

Farmers have declared a green drought,
where there is enough rain to keep grass green
but no deep, critical rain.

Low rainfall. Increased temperatures. Di-
minished water supplies. Many of the same
factors that contributed to LA’s scenario.

To think we are not at risk here, safely sur-
rounded by water, is fanciful. As our local bri-
gade captain told me last week, it only takes an
ember or two.

Climate change is a fact and none of us can
afford to keep averting our eyes.

Jon Keeley, a research scientist with US
Geological Survey and a professor at UCLA
said while there is really no way to ascribe a
particular fire event to climate change, it was
a factor in the LA fires. “No question, though,
that climate change is exacerbating our fire re-
gime and affecting fires, making them poten-
tially worse.”

For decades scientists have been issuing
warnings that politicians and many big corpo-
rations continue to ignore.

The Climate Council of Australia described
last week’s fires as “climate crisis in action”.

“Climate pollution, from burning coal, oil
and gas, is driving longer, more intense and
overlapping fire seasons in California and
Australia,” said CEO Amanda McKenzie.

“We must drive down climate pollution this
decade, by ramping up our switch to renewable
power.”

The Australian Conservation Foundation
(ACF) national climate policy advisor, Annika
Reynolds echoed these concerns.

“Climate change is driving a cascading
series of unnatural disasters all around the
globe,” they said.

“These complex, compounding and devas-
tating climate disasters will only become more
frequent and severe across the world unless we
phase out the burning and export of fossil fu-
els.”

We have witnessed American politicians
weaponising the LA fires for political gain,
claiming the severity of the LA fires was due
simply to poor funding or bad recruitment
techniques in the fire service, and it is cynical
in the extreme.

The same cynical political manoeuvring
around climate action happened here in the
wake of the catastrophic fires of 2019-20, and
it’s already happening in the lead up to this
year’s federal election.

Aswell as fire, for a coastal community such
as ours, erosion is an issue of major concern.

Do we want to wait until our cities or our
island is on fire, or our homes are underwater,
before we see more action on climate?

Back in 2007, Kevin Rudd declared climate
change “the great moral challenge of our gen-
eration”.

Yet here we are, 18 years later ... and instead
of bipartisan support, climate change is still
being treated like a political football.

We are failing the challenge. It’s time to de-
mand more from our leaders.

“Western Port is a gem in
Victoria's crown': researchers

ENVIRONMENT

Western Port is the “underdog” com-
pared to Port Phillip Bay, despite be-
ing “more ecologically important and
scientifically interesting”, an online
forum has heard.

The Victorian National Parks As-
sociation started a series of webinars
at the end of last year — which will
continue this year - exploring the
“mysteries” of the bay, including latest
research from Melbourne Water and
the Western Port Biosphere Reserve
Foundation.

The webinar heard Western Port is
a “bird superhighway”, with one bird
species weighing 30 grams, the “size of
a Tim Tam” flying from the bay to Si-
beria to breed and “then flies back and
his or her babies follow them back”.

“A journey of that magnitude tak-
en by a bird the size of matchbox, if
that doesn’t make you go we all need
to protect that (then I don’t know
what will),” Western Port Biosphere
Reserve Foundation officer Stephen
Brend told the online audience.

“I find the whole migration awe-
inspiring.”

Stephen said while water moves
around Port Phillip in about seven
days, it moved around Western Port
in three days.

“One third of Western Port is ex-
posed at low tide,” he said, “with that
vast extent of mudflats making it rich
for migratory shorebirds”.

Melbourne Water’s Andrew Mor-
rison told the webinar Western Port
was part of the global east Asian Aus-
tralasian flyway, with one bird species
flying non-stop from here to Siberia.

“Species such as the bar-tailed god-
wit will do that flight from the north-
ern hemisphere in a single flight, so it
will take them a number of days or a
week,” Andrew said.

“We want to make sure when these
migratory shorebirds arrive that they
have the best habitat and threats are
reduced so they can successfully fuel
up to make the return journey to their
breeding grounds.”

Threats to the bay include feral
cats, feral goats, foxes, weeds, and hu-

Get training
with council

EMPLOYMENT

With ATAR results in and summer in
full swing, many young people are en-
joying a well-earned break while start-
ing to think about their next steps.

Why not start your career close
to home? Or are you returning to the
workforce in 2025? Bass Coast Shire
Council’s Traineeship Program is
back for 2025, offering opportunities
to gain real-world experience, quali-
fications, and the foundation for a
successful career.

For over 20 years, Council’s Trainee-
ship Program has offered 114 positions
across a wide range of disciplines,
with around 50 per cent of participants
transitioning to permanent roles.

“Through the 2024 intake, we now
have six full time trainees well on
their way to completing their train-
eeship program,” a council spokes-
person said.

“Last year was a standout year for
our trainees, with Council’s trainees
and programs earning recognition
at the prestigious Apprentice Train-
ing Awards.

“One of our Business Admin-
istration Trainees was nominated

Authorities continue to try to protect Observation Point so migrating birds can “nest and rest”
over summer, including protecting one bird species that flies non-stop from here to Siberia.

man impacts, with researchers also
calling for stronger boating regula-
tions to protect the environment.

“Boating in Western Port is impact-
ful and perhaps we as a community
might like to consider better boating
techniques to help preserve some of
the habitat,” one researcher said.

“If we can protect habitat, we don’t
have to restore it.”

Researchers said anyone failing to
show a duty of care to Western Port
bay could now be prosecuted, with
laws strengthened to protect the bay.

Dolphins

Data showed there were about 18 resi-
dent bottle-nose dolphins in Western
Port, which compares to about 120 in
the Gippsland Lakes.

An audience member asked if
sharks ever attacked dolphins in the
bay, with a researcher replying only if
they were sick or injured.

“A large bottlenose on the southern
side of Phillip Island was found with
serious white shark bites, but an au-
topsy found it had pneumonia,” the
researcher said.

Restoration ecologist Dr Oliver

Dalby spoke of a large declines in
seagrasses in the bay, from 251sqgkm
in 1974 to 76sqkm in 1983, increasing
to 206sqkm in 2019, “recovering while
no one was looking”.

“Western Port is a gem in Victoria’s
crown,” Oli said.

Western Port is part of the UNES-
CO - the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
— global network of 748 biospheres, to
protect wetlands.

The Western Port Biosphere Re-
serve Foundation CEO Mel Barker
said the bay, “with its internationally
acclaimed Ramsar wetlands, annual
population of thousands of migratory
birds, and its marine environment”
needed to be given equal recognition to
neighbouring Port Phillip Bay, “which
at least has a management plan”.

“A strategic plan will be essential to
effectively deal with multiple challeng-
es and pressures brought about by the
planned transition to renewable energy
and hydrogen production, the potential
impacts of mining, agricultural and
residential development and societal
impacts such as waste management
and recreational activities,” Mel said.

The 2024 Bass Coast Shire Council Traineeship group. Applications for the 2025 program

close on February 2.

in the Inspiration Award: Disabil-
ity Achievement category, while our
partnership with Westvic received
a nomination for the GTO Industry
Collaboration Award.”

The 2025 intake will offer eight di-
verse roles, including new opportu-
nities in Community Safety as well
as Procurement and Fleet.

Trainees will be supported to
achieve a relevant Certificate III
qualification in fields such as busi-
ness administration, live production
and technical services, tourism, or
information technology.

Traineeships on offer: People and

Culture, Building Administration, Arts
and Culture, Tourism and Business
Development, Customer and Visitor
Experience, Business Systems, Com-
munity Safety, Procurement and Fleet

Applications for the 2025 Trainee-
ship Program close on February 2.

Successful applicants will com-
mence in March, receiving struc-
tured training and support, flexible
work arrangements, and pathways
to internal opportunities.

Learn more and apply via the
group training organisation Westvic
Staffing Solutions: basscoast.vic.
gov.au/traineeship
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35 BONWICK AVENUE, SAN REMO

* Refreshed and ready for a new chapter, this brick
veneer gem has stunning panoramic views over the
bay on 998m? block

« Short stroll to stunning beaches and township

* 3 beds/2 baths/double garage & workshop

$880,000 TO $920,000

26 LOCK ROAD, RHYLL

« Situated on approx. 1840m? of land in the quiet
township of Rhyll, close to the General Store and
only moments away from the waters’ edge

* Generous open plan living leading to undercover rear
deck

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$1,100,000

18 GEMMA STREET, SUNDERLAND BAY

* Fully fenced with private landscaped yard

* Recently renovated home, multiple living spaces
both indoors & outdoors, perfect for permanent or
holiday living

* 4 bed/4 bath/2 car garage

$820,000 TO $850,000

33 DAFYDD STREET, COWES

* Charming coastal retreat nestled in a cul-de-sac, just
500m (approx.) stroll to Red Rocks Beach

* Landscaped gardens, double garage, ample space for
parking, covered rear deck set on 802m? (approx.)
allotment

* 3 bedrooms/| bathroom

$670,000

15 HALCYON AVENUE, SAN REMO

* Discover coastal living in this family home with
everchanging water views

* Charming split-level home with convenient layout
and street level entry

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/double garage with side
workshop

$840,000

24 MCRAE AVENUE, COWES

* Absolute foreshore reserve frontage with water
views and sandy walking track to beach

* Open plan living upstairs leading to huge
entertainer’s deck

* 4 beds/2 baths/lock up garage

$1,650,000

92 MCFEES ROAD, RHYLL

* FIRST TIME OFFERED - this magnificent farm has
been held by the same family since settlement

* 108.5 acres (approx.) with a natural north facing
slope, adjoining foreshore reserve

CONTACT AGENT

49 MANNA GUM DRIVE, COWES

* Centrally located, light & bright open plan living
leading to an expansive fully enclosed back deck

* Fully fenced with established gardens overlooking
above ground swimming pool

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$770,000

69 WYNDHAM AVENUE, COWES

* Open plan light filled living with vaulted ceilings and
covered rear deck situated on 795m? block

* Self-contained zone with its own external access —
adding versatility for guests

* 5 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/2 cars

$895,000

7-9 STEELE STREET, COWES

‘The Castle’ - Villa By The Sea
AUCTION SATURDAY IST FEB @ 2PM ON SITE

* This is a rare opportunity to own The Castle — Villa By The Sea, a spectacular
landmark property just metres from the north-facing bay beach and the lively
Cowes shopping precinct. This exquisite residence, lovingly held by the same
family for over 30 years, now offers a new chapter for its next owners.

* Set on an expansive 1,286m? approx. allotment with a significant 35-metre
approx. frontage, this six-bedroom, six-bathroom home occupies one of the
most sought-after positions on Phillip Island.

16 FLATHEAD COURT, SAN REMO

* Nestled in the heart of San Remo in a court location,
across from a nature reserve

» Step inside to a light and bright seamless blend of
contemporary design & functionality

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 living/2 cars

$930,000 TO $950,000

19 BERMUDA BEND, CORONET BAY

* Very rare investment opportunity — dual units on
single title

* The front unit is neat and ready to move in, while the
rear unit offers great potential for renovation

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$540,000

113 BENAMBRA COURT, COWES

* Stunning townhouse with a Japanese inspired feel
positioned close to the heart of Cowes

* Open plan living, private courtyard, short stroll to
beach

* 3 bedrooms/| bathroom/2 cars

$849,000

5 BELLAVISTA ROAD, COWES

* |50m (approx.) stroll to beach, recently renovated
home

* Open plan living, semi covered deck area, 2 living
areas, fully fenced yard

* 3 bedrooms/| bathroom

$939,000

| GALLEON CRESCENT, SUNSET STRIP

* Immaculately presented double-storey home situated
on 616m? (approx.) allotment

* Upstairs open plan living leading to generous wrap
around deck offering views over surrounding
farmland

* 3 bedrooms/| bathroom/| car garage

$780,000
17 HASTINGS STREET, VENTNOR

* Beautifully presented home with self-contained
cottage providing ample space

* Gas log fire, water tanks, separate workshop,
generous 645m? allotment

* 4 beds/2 baths/2 car garage

$1,290,000

141 SMYTHE STREET, CORINELLA

* Spacious 3-bedroom home set on a 1400m? (approx)
allotment

* Expansive verandah with bay views, perfect for
entertaining

* 3 beds/| bath/| car garage

$1,100,000

JD04783AD
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Private oasis with stunning

gardens and modern elegance

Nestled at the rear of the
property for ultimate pri-
vacy, this beautifully de-
signed home offers an
exquisite blend of country
charm, contemporary com-
forts, and natural beauty.

Situated on approxi-
mately 1840sqm of land
in the quiet township of
Rhyll, this property is
close to the General Store,
cafes, boat ramp, yacht
club, walking trails, and
only moments away from
the water’s edge.

Enter the home through
the large front verandah
and step into a welcoming
living area that sets the
tone for this thoughtfully
designed residence. The
open plan living, dining
and kitchen area boasts
polished timber floor-
boards and seamlessly
flows into a covered and
enclosed outdoor room,
perfect for year-round en-
tertaining or relaxation.

The contemporary
kitchen is a chef’s dream,
with a gorgeous timber
breakfast bar inviting lin-
gering over a lazy Sunday
breakfast, sleek cabine-
try, and quality stainless
steel appliances. Bifold
windows from the kitchen
open out to the sunroom,
creating a convenient
servery window for ease
of entertaining.

The dining area also
features bifold doors lead-
ing directly to the sun-
room, ensuring a seamless
indoor-outdoor flow.

This stunning home
offers three spacious bed-
rooms, all with built-in
robes. The master bed-
room boasts a private en-
suite, while the additional
family bathroom is cen-
trally located to serve the
rest of the home.

Relax and unwind in
the generously sized sun-
room, bathed in natural
light through stunning
skylights and featuring
soaring vaulted ceilings
and a cozy wood fireplace.

This beautifully designed, three bedroom home offers an exquisite
blend of country charm, contemporary comforts, and natural beauty.

From the sunroom, step
out onto a large deck area
overlooking the lush gar-
dens, perfect for outdoor
dining or soaking in the
serene surroundings.
Wherever you sit in this
home, you are treated to
views of beautiful green

spaces, enhancing the
tranquillity and charm of
the property.

The property also fea-
tures a double garage with
a workshop at the rear, a
carport at the front of the
garage, and a garden shed
for additional storage.
In the rear corner of the
property, a pergola nestled
amongst the gardens pro-
vides a romantic and tran-
quil spot to unwind with a
glass of wine in hand, re-
gardless of the season.

A standout feature of
the property is the carport
with a self-contained area
above. This private retreat
has its own entry, separate
balcony, and is ideal for
guests or family members
seeking privacy.

Outside, the  fully
fenced and beautifully
landscaped gardens are a
true highlight. Thought-
fully designed for both
beauty and privacy, the
lush greenery creates a

peaceful retreat where you
can relax, entertain, or ex-
plore your passion for gar-
dening. Additionally, there
is ample parking space,
including an extra-large
tandem carport along the
side of the property, ideal
for a caravan or boat with
easy access.

Whether you're seeking
a family home or a serene
getaway, this property
combines modern com-
forts with timeless appeal.

Nearby, you’ll find
Rhyll Inlet’s stunning
wetlands reserve with a
scenic boardwalk, Rhyll
Park, and the picturesque
foreshore. For families,
the property is zoned for
Cowes Primary School
and Bass Coast College.

Cowes Shopping Cen-
tre and Plaza are just a
short drive away, provid-

ing convenience while
maintaining a peaceful,
secluded lifestyle.

Don’t miss the chance
to experience the perfect
blend of privacy, style, and
natural beauty.

Address: 26 Lock Road,
Rhyll.

Price: $1,100,000.

Contact: Alex Scott & Staff
on 03 5952 2633 to arrange
your private inspection.

LOW MAINTENANCE
MID CENTURY HOME

3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, Sunroom &
Living Room.
Renovated. Great Location.

$750,000

vvezéroar

21A GRANDVIEW GROVE COWES, 3922

0408 389 842

Call to arrange an inspection by owner.

A New Era in Coastal Living

In a crowded market, Holiday Lifestyle
redefines coastal living in Australia by
offering unparalleled property rights, fi-
nancial freedom, and inclusivity. Here’s
why it’s the smarter choice for downsiz-
ers, investors, and holiday homeowners.

Secure property ownership

Holiday Lifestyle empowers homeowners
with titled land ownership, a rarity among
lifestyle communities. This means:

1. No Land Tax: Save on annual costs.

2. Freedom to sell: Use any real estate
agent, ensuring flexibility.

3. Capital appreciation: Ownership in-
cludes potential for property value growth.

No hidden costs or fees

Unlike competitors burdening residents
with exit and refurbishment fees, Holiday
Lifestyle eliminates these hidden charges:
1. No exit fees: Keep full proceeds when
selling.

2. No refurbishment fees: Avoid extra
costs upon leaving.

3. Free family transfers: Pass properties
to loved ones without fees.

Inclusive and flexible living

Holiday Lifestyle caters to diverse needs
with minimal restrictions:

1. All-age access: No strict age limits —
families and pets are welcome.

2. Versatility: Ideal for retirees, investors,
or vacation homeowners, offering benefits
like rental income or peaceful retreats.

Enhanced financial security
With Holiday Lifestyle, financial benefits

In a crowded market, Holiday Lifestyle redefines
coastal living in Australia by offering unparal-
leled property rights, financial freedom, and
inclusivity.

go beyond savings:

1. No stamp duty: Primary residence pur-
chases avoid this tax.

2. Mortgageable properties: Titled land
allows flexibility.

3. Clear ownership obligations: No fees
after departure or death.

Coastal living without compromise

Locations such as Cowes, Portland, St
Leonards, and Wyndham Cove offer
vibrant, amenity-rich communities sur-
rounded by natural beauty. Residents
enjoy worry-free living, free from restric-
tive rules and hidden costs.

By prioritising homeowners’ rights,
financial freedom, and lifestyle quality,
Holiday Lifestyle delivers more than a
home - it offers a new way of living.

Visit www.holidaylifestyle.com.au or call
1800 788 968 to learn more.
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Lifestyle Communities new clubhouse launch

EVENT
Renowned interior designer,
author, businessperson and

Channel 9 judge of The Block,
Shaynna Blaze, will be heading
to Lifestyle Communities’ new-
est community on Phillip Island,
to celebrate the launch of their
clubhouse and attend their fam-
ily open day. And the good news
is, everyone is welcome to come
along!

With Phillip Island one of Vic-
toria’s favourite tourist destina-
tions, renowned for its wildlife,
rugged landscapes, beaches and
beloved penguin parade, this
event gives everyone the chance
to experience the much-loved
community of Cowes and have a
taste of island life.

A chance to get up close and
personal, guests can attend a live
‘In Conversation’ with Shaynna
Blaze and Fiona Lloyd, Life-
style Communities’ Executive
General Manager - Design and
Construction. At 12 noon in the
clubhouse, they will discuss the
importance of clever design and
its inspiration, along with the
influence of colour and texture
and how it contributes to a sense
of community, with the impres-
sive clubhouse at Phillip Island a
modern and innovative example.

It is this sense of community,
the innovation and design that un-

derpins the look and feel of every
Lifestyle community that attract-
ed Shaynna, saying, “I love what
the team at Lifestyle Communities
is doing with its design of the cen-
tral clubhouse; creating a warm,
welcoming and thoughtful home-
owner community with a strong
sense of belonging at its heart.
“I'm looking forward to meet-
ing homeowners and visitors
alike, returning to beautiful
Phillip Island for the day whilst
celebrating this incredible com-
munity. It’s truly unique.”

Embraces community

Open to the public and taking
place on Saturday January 18 at
Lifestyle Communities Phillip
Island, the free event runs be-
tween 10am and 2pm.

Interested locals, potential
downsizers, their families and
island visitors alike can enjoy
complimentary acai bowls, cof-
fee and pastries for breakfast;
reformer pilates demonstrations;
a Tai Chi class at 10.30am; there
will be a face painter on hand for
the kids (cute penguin face any-
one?); live music from local tal-
ent; a free BBQ lunch prepared
by the Phillip Island and San
Remo Rotary Club and much
more.

This truly is an event that em-
braces all the community.

Lifestyle Communities is Vic-

Channel 9 judge of The Block, Shaynna
Blaze, returns to Phillip Island for the
launch of the clubhouse at Lifestyle
Communities in Cowes on Saturday
January 18 from 10am.

toria’s largest provider of afford-
able, downsizer accommodation
with more than 33 communities
around the state. Phillip Island
is the newest jewel in the crown,
located only 350 metres from
the beach. With its accessible re-
sort style, this type of living en-
ables homeowners to slow down
and live life on their own terms
whilst making this serene sea-
side oasis their own.

Packed with incredible home-

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

A family open day on January 18 is being held to celebrate the opening of the new
clubhouse at Lifestyle Communities in Cowes. Everyone is welcome to attend.

owner amenities including a
25-metre pool, gym, pilates stu-
dio, a golf simulator, a boat avail-
able for homeowners to use to fish
or cruise the bay amongst much
more, and the community is still
only 1.5 hours from Melbourne.

But at the heart of every Life-
style Community is the club-
house - where homeowners
gather to share experiences and
create memories.

Don’t miss the free family

open day to celebrate the Life-
style Communities’ newest club-
house opening.

Where: Lifestyle Phillip Island,
498 Settlement Road, Cowes.

When: Saturday January 18
from 10am - 2pm

For more information go to:
cloud.e.lifestylecommunities.
com.au/LPICOJAN2025

Guests can pre-register or just
attend on the day.
/Sponsored article /

5 FRANKLYN STREET, RHYLL
$710,000 TO $770,000

Nestled in the quiet setting of Ryll is the
perfect example of how low maintenance
property should be with privacy and security,
the bright and open plan living area is ideal
for entertaining year round, let the stress
of Melbourne wash away as you decide if
you want to take a long walk on the Rhyll
foreshore. With excellent boat launching
facilities another feature to take advantage
of. This location is the ideal base to explore
all Phillip Island has to offer.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD
0412 712 034

QUIET/LOW MAINTENANCE

8 LOBELIA LANE, COWES
$850,000 TO $895,000

Nestled in this stunning location over looking
the seagrove wetlands is the perfect home/
beach house. With low maintenance in mind
just enjoy this quiet setting, excellent access
to Cowes central and Cowes foreshore
only adds to this complete package. The
east and north facing aspect create a warm
and inviting area which flows to a sun filled
deck with BBQ area which is perfect for
entertaining.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD
0412 712 034

IDEAL LOCATION,
LOW MAINTENACE

vyiséroar

2 ABINGDON AVENUE, COWES
$1,295,000

Nestled on a desirable corner block, this
expansive 6 bedroom, 5 bathroom residence
offers luxurious living. Featuring a massive
garage, this home includes ducted and
zoned heating and cooling for all year
round comfort. The heart of the home is
an exceptionally well appointed kitchen,
complete with stunning stone bench tops,
opening out to a extensive kitchen, dining
and living area perfect for entertaining.
Unwind in the 6 person spa or enjoy separate
rumpus room for extra recreational space.
With plenty of outdoor entertaining areas,
this property promises both relaxation and
style for the modern family.

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY

10 GAUDI BOULEVARD,
CORINELLA
$450,000 - $495,000

Ideally located just a short stroll from the
local general store and boat ramp. Embrace
the serene coastal lifestyle with easy access
to daily conveniences and water activities,
perfect for boating, fishing and enjoying the
great outdoors.

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY
0410 595 130

0410 595 130

THE MANOR

READY TO BUILD ON NOW

56-58 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES

PH: 03 5952 3922

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
INFO@PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
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Walk-ins

welcome

You are invited to
Lifestyle Phillip Island’s
Clubhouse Grand Opening

Discover beachside bliss at Lifestyle Phillip Island! Participate in
wellness activities and indulge in a delightful brunch.

Explore our brand-new 25m indoor pool, luxurious cinema, spa,
sauna, gym, and much more. Come see why so many are choosing
to make the move!

Date: Saturday, 18" January 2025
Time: 10am - 2pm

Call 1300 50 55 60, L , ’ Lif
scan the code to RSVP =— — | e.. )
or simply drop by! communimes |~ Unlimited.
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91-97 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
0356712470 www.basscoastculturalvenues.com
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2185 PHILLIP ISLAND ROAD, Gl
INSIDE THE PHILLIP ISLAND FAMILY HES(

Swan
Lake
THE PENGbIN ‘K.
2 tt
NOBBIES _ PARADE e
The CENTER | e
Nobbies | |
OPEN HOURS: |
] - Seal Rocl
P! late — SRR NG ! e FUR SEALS Phillip Island is home
{ Black Rock

to the largest Little
Penguin colony
in the world.
Watch them return
from the ocean
nightly at dusk.

Take a tour around
Seal Rock and marvel
at Australia’s largest

fur seal colony

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060 | 0408 120 908

No weather problems = Crazy Golf is under covet!

(7€ DAILY SURF LESSONS \©

DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS BANDICOOT

DISCOVERY TOUR
Experience this endangered
species on a spotlight walk
at Churchill Island.

A guided walk *
with our unique

vv9Lg8t0ar

marsupials!

Immerse yourself in nature
and discover the unique species
that call Phillip Island home.

BOOK NOW
penguins.org.au

$75 - 2 hour lesson - everything provided
225 Smiths Beach Rd, Smiths Beach

thlltq_lsland
\_BOOK NOW Ph: 5952 3443 )

ATURE

-

National Vietham Vetercm's
Museum and Café

FASCINATING
FOR ALL
AGES

Open 7 days from 10am - 4pm - Ph: 5956 6400

Ventnor

25 VETERANS DRIVE, NEWHAVEN, PHILLIP ISLAND

Wimbledon
Heights

PHILLIP ISLAND RD

PHILLIP

Koala
Conservation
Reserve

walks to watch
up close in their
habitat.

GRAND PRIX
CIRCUIT

BACK BEACH RD

Beach Sunderland

Bay

Ventnor

YCW
Bich Smiths |

‘ Beach

Surf
’ Beach

Patrolled weekends SHCOIR

and public holidays
until April 14
Sat 1ipm -5pm
Sun/Public Holidays
10am-4pm

]

Berlys
Beach

PHILLIP ISLAND
NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE. |
The reserve is made up of four
sites along Phillip Island’s coast:
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach,
Summerland and Cat Bay.

Pyramid
Rock

WHALE MIGRATION
Witness the annual
arrival of humpback and
southern right whales
and even the occasional
killer whales from May
to September.

BASS STRAIT

GUIDED KOALA TOUR
Get up close to this
Australian icon at the
Koala Conservation
Reserve!

Shop 3, 68 - 80 Thompson Ave (next to Aldi)
Ph: 03 5952 2046
admin @cowesnewspi.com
Monday - Saturday 8.30am - 5.00pm | Sunday 8.30am - 12.00pm

Come on in for your tattslotto, cards,
newspapers, magazines, board games, inks,

viethamvetsmuseum.org printing and more.

[fend

0&14&!‘
¢ Sunset Cruise

ruise

ECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU CALL 1300 763 739

WESTERN PORT BAY

KOALA CONSERVATION
RESERVE
Wander tree-top board-

koalas
natural

EASTERN BARRED
a BANDICOOT
Was released on
Churchill Island and
Phillip Island to save it
from extinction.

Forrest Caves

| Cape
Woolamai

The Colonnades

2R
8.
Patrolled weekends %,
and public holidays %
until April 14
Sat 1pm-5pm
Sun/Public Holidays
10am-4pm

SHEARWATERS
There are approximately one million
short-tailed shearwaters that arrive
each year around late September
from the Aleutian Islands near
Alaska. They are a spectacular sight
as they return to their burrows each
night at dusk.

vvosgroar

Photo courtesy of Coast Magazine.
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Get OFF GRID, take yourself OFF LINE & venture OFF ROAD.
Discover this unique, unspoilt, remote destination.... French Island.
naturalistetours.com.au orcall 03 5257 4570

Phillip Island
TENPIN BOWLING

& Entertainment Centre

2952 3977

OPEN 7 DAYS

75 Chapel Street, Cowes
next to Aldi Car park | 03 5952 6400
islandfoodstore@bigpond.com

JD01863AA

~ | 4

Newhaven

{ \ an 5/157 MARINE PARADE,
{ Remo SAN REMO
7.30 AM—-4PM.
F : 7 DAYS A WEEK.

SHOP WHERE THE LOCALS SHOP.
Specialty cut & wrapped cheeses, fully serviced deli and
on-site butcher. Full liquor department and exceptional

customer service. Supporting local suppliers.

OPEN 8AM-8PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK

135 Marine Parade, San Remo, 3925 P 5678 5337 | 9 San Remo IGA

VV§282001
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New podcast tells how
Mel beat the booze

HEALTH

Feeling a little crusty after
too much New Year party-
ing?

Made resolutions vow-
ing to clean up, quit alco-
hol?

Mel Beynon, from Vent-
nor, knows the experience
well.

Mel, who runs Mind-
ful Connections yoga and
meditation classes on
Phillip Island, this week
marked one year of being
sober, since January 9,
which in a new podcast in-
terview she says has been
a “long journey”.

Mel recently appeared
on the How I Quit Alco-
hol podcast with host, so-
briety coach Danni Carr,
who has written a book of
the same name with her
husband blues musician
Ash Grunwald.

Danni is a friend of
Mel’s from school in Cas-
tlemaine, and spent time
together as “ratbags get-
ting trashed”, and more re-
cently Mel has taught yoga
at a retreat held by Danni.

On the podcast, the
48-year-old Phillip Island-
er gives an honest and
vulnerable account of her
experience, recalling how
she was first drunk at 13,
“just a baby” and ended up
passing out in public.

“When I look back
now and I think about
the quantities of alcohol I
drank consistently it’s sad
and terrifying,” Mel says
on the podcast, saying at
the time she framed being
drunk as fun.

“How did I fall through
that net?”

Mel says as an adult she
continued to drink, often
reaching for a drink in
social situations as a “self-
soother” to relieve anxiety.

“Australians love to use
a couple of drinks to take
the edge off. It’s the way
we tend to socialise.

“I was relying a lot on
alcohol and loved to party
and when I partied I didn’t
stop.

“If it was Christmas,
for instance, I wouldn’t be
thinking about the food

Ventnor’s Mel Beynon has appeared on the How I Quit Alcohol podcast with host, sobriety coach Dan-
ni Carr, who has written a book of the same name with her husband blues musician Ash Grunwald.

but what champagne I
would be drinking.”

Sobriety

Mel explains the turning
point happened when she
was 40, and asked herself
what could change.

“I realised this is not
working, this situation is
not getting any better.”

So she dug into her
“shadows from the past”
and soon saw she had used
alcohol to numb herself,
first starting to drink after
her parent’s “super messy”
divorce, as a way to get out
of pain.

“I had rewired my brain
as ‘this is the way I cope’.”

Mel says stopping drink-
ing was easy “once I set my
mind to it” —admitting mod-
eration wasn’t her “jam”.

Yoga and meditation —
and “nourishing” practices
that give her joy - have
helped “destructive prac-
tices fall away”, replaced by
“love, understanding, ac-
ceptance and forgiveness”.

She’s now happy to
share her experiences
honestly, saying most peo-
ple think they’re the only
ones going through a spe-
cific tough time.

“Our world is really set
up for extroverts. Most of
us aren’t, though, and using
alcohol helps us get there.

“I'm over everyone pre-
tending they are normal.
No one is not struggling.

“Can’t we all be honest?
It’s so refreshing now peo-
ple are coming out, like
high profile celebrities,
saying they’ve suffered,
saying they’re not good.

“You don’t always have
to have it right, or feel con-
fident.”

Healthy
Mel is well known around
Phillip Island.

She first moved here in
2001 to work as a waitress
at Pino’s.

Then she was manager
at Mad Cowes, a crew mem-
ber at Wildlife Coast Cruis-
es for about five years, a
ranger at Phillip Island Na-
ture Parks for another five
years and now works a few
days a week at Pollyanna
clothing in Cowes.

Her partner Beau Fahn-
le is also a former ranger
and now works for Parks
Victoria on French Island
in cat eradication, while
her two sons Gus (14), and

Manny (12), are both at
Bass Coast College.

If you haven’t met her in
any of the above, then you
may recognise her from the
stage, performing in three
Offshore Theatre produc-
tions, while she is also on
the committee of the island’s
amateur theatre group and
runs their publicity.

Mel says being the mum
of two is now giving her a
different perspective on
drinking.

“It’s only as a sober per-
son you realise how insidi-
ous alcohol is. It’s a carcin-
ogen in the same category
as asbestos, yet we’re so
brainwashed into seeing it
as the only way to celebrate
and mark an occasion.”

She adds while in the
past she couldn't cope
with “big emotions”, these
days “I don’t want hard
times but I am maybe not
as afraid of the whole
package of life”.

You can find the How
I Quit Alcohol podcast on
Spotify and other stream-
ing services, or go to:
www.iquitalcohol.com.
au/pages/podcast

Mel’s episode is #257:
From partying to peace.

Candidate Deb Leonard and local energy expert Tony Wolfe host
a community conversation about what real climate action looks
like in Gippsland at Dirty Three Wines in Inverloch on Wednesday,

January 22, from 6pm.

What does local climate
action look like?

ELECTION

Local residents are invited
to join Deb Leonard, inde-
pendent candidate for the
federal seat of Monash,
and Tony Wolfe, a promi-
nent local energy expert,
for a discussion on energy
transition, job creation,
and the future of renew-
able energy in the region.

The event will be held
from 6pm - 8pm, on
Wednesday January 22, at
Dirty Three Wines in In-
verloch.

Tony Wolfe brings de-
cades of experience as a
senior plant operator at
the Loy Yang coal power
station in the Latrobe Val-
ley, where he worked for
over 40 years.

Tony has been at the
forefront of advocating for
fair job transition plans
for coal workers and is
a vocal supporter of re-
newable energy projects.
He currently serves on
the community advisory
board for the Star of the
South offshore wind farm,
ensuring local voices are
represented in major en-
ergy initiatives.

Deb Leonard, known
for her commitment to
genuine local represen-
tation is eager to discuss
how an independent voice
can better champion local
interests and help acceler-
ate action on the climate
crisis.

“We don’t have time to
waste,” said Deb.

“The climate crisis de-
mands immediate and de-
cisive action, and I want
our region to be at the
forefront of Australia’s
transition to renewable
energy.

“This conversation is
an opportunity for peo-
ple to hear directly from
an expert like Tony, who
knows the challenges and
opportunities we face.”

This community event
is free and open to all.
Residents are encouraged
to attend and be part of
the conversation about
how Monash can lead in
renewable energy while
protecting and supporting
local workers.

Please RSVP at: www.
debleonard4monash.com.
au/politics_in_the_pub_
inverloch

Great gifts
or New Year.

New Year special, $80 for two books plus a
free Advertiser online subscription (valued at $70).

Available at the Advertiser office, 60 Chapel St. Cowes or www.pisra.com.au/subscriptions#subscriptions AD U E RTI S ER
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A sold out, sun-soaked success

OCEAN SOUNDS

It was a sold-out crowd of over 5500
people that celebrated in the sun-
shine at this year’s Ocean Sounds
Festival on the weekend.

The weather gods smiled on the
organisers, providing a day of per-
fect sunshine (ahead of the torren-
tial rain the following day).

The triple headline bill of Birds of
Tokyo, Boy and Bear and Cat Em-
pire were joined on stage by Sun-
shine and Disco Faith Choir, Jem

Cassar-Daley, Cool Out Sun and
Ozone Street, with a special Wel-
come to Country by Millowl Dream-
ing.

Punters from across Phillip Is-
land and Bass Coast mingled with
festival goers from afar, with organ-
isers saying people came from every
state and territory in the country.

The organisers also thanked their
dedicated crew, saying putting on
the show involved over 500 people
with close to 400 directly employed
or volunteering on-site.

“Easily one of the best festi-
vals we have ever run,” said Rhett
McLaren, Festival Director.

“Amazing crowd, amazing
weather, incredible artists!

“Seeing family, friends and
young kids having the best time
enjoying music together in a pictur-
esque natural environment ... what
more could you want!

“We can’t wait to do it all again
next January.”

More photos at pisra.com.au/en-
tertainment

Ralph and Melina Arceo, part of the sold-out crowd at this year’s

festival. Photo: Steph Thornborrow.

Hannah and Youki ready to enjoy the music

A family-friendly festival with entertainment for the kids. Photo: Expmedia. at Ocean Sounds. Sarah and Ellen, sun safe and enjoying this year’s Ocean Sounds.

Nici Cahill with Susie Kreutzer who was down
for summer in her holiday home in Cowes.
Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

Heading into the festival, Cape Woolamai
residents Paul (Fonz) Patten and Sally
O’Neill, with Geoff Oliver and Mindy Bell.

Shades on and looking cool at Ocean
Sounds, Jordan and Macken.

Kristy Lamaro and Bree Rutherford at Ocean Sounds. Photo:
Steph Thornborrow.

The Newhaven College team in holiday mode at Ocean Sounds. Tony
Corr, Steph Thornborrow, Kate Sidebottom, Katrina Lawrence.
Photo: Katrina Lawrence.

Jenny and Craig Hollins of Wonthaggi with children Callum and Quinsy, and Jenny’s
mother Val McDonald. Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshat Photography.

Joey Thompson and Archie Robson enjoying
Ocean Sounds. Photo: Steph Thornborrow.
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Summer fun with Myli

LIBRARY

Looking for ways to keep
the kids entertained these
school holidays? Myli -
My Community Library
has you covered with a
fantastic lineup of free
events.

Join our Sing for Fun
workshops at Phillip Is-
land Library. Participants
will discover how to warm
up their voices and bodies
with lively, fun movements
- an experience the whole
family will love. No sing-
ing experience necessary.

Best-selling author and
specialist guest, Andrea
Rowe, will be hosting
a Story Time session at
Phillip Island library at
10.30am on January 16.
Enjoy two jam-packed,
leap from your seat sto-
ries, where kids who like
to move can step into the
pages of these much-loved
Australian picture books.
This special Story Time
session will also be held at
our Inverloch Library.

Phillip Island Library
will host an interactive
Magic Beach Puppets
Story Time session, where
participants can immerse
themselves in the beloved
world of Alison Lester’s
Magic Beach by creating
their own puppet charac-
ters.

The summer fun isn’t
just limited to these loca-
tions.

Best-selling author Andrea Rowe is hosting a Story Time session
at Phillip Island on January 16 at 10.30am, as part of the Myli

holiday program.

Myli libraries across
Bass Coast, Baw Baw,
Cardinia and  South
Gippsland  Shire are
hosting a wide variety
of events. From creative
workshops to games and
everything in between,
there’s something for ev-
eryone.

And don’t forget to sign
up for the Big Summer
Read. It’s a great way to
keep kids reading and en-
gaged over the holidays.

FREE Sausage Sizzle ¢ Live Music
Food Vans © Kids Activities
Face Painting & Stilt Walker

Track your reading prog-
ress, take on fun challeng-
es, and go into the running
for exciting prizes. Visit
your local Myli library to
get started.

All events are free, but
bookings are essential to
secure your spot.

To see the full program
and lock in your family’s
holiday plans, visit Myli’s
Eventbrite page: myli.au/
jan2025

/Sponsored article /
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Newcomers to the Oz Day at the Daly stage on January 26, is Bass Coast blues-surf outfit Ozone
Street. There will also be carnival rides, face painting and a 9.30pm fireworks display. Tickets are on

sale now.

A great community day

AUSTRALIA DAY

Now in its fifth year, Oz
Day at the Daly continues
its tradition of putting on
a fantastic community
day that showcases local
musicians.

Organisers said the ob-
jective of the day on Sun-
day January 26 is to pro-
vide an opportunity for
families to come together
to reflect, respect and cel-
ebrate Australia Day.

Bass Coast has pro-
duced a wealth of local
talent and it is proudly on
display at the event, with
entertainment provided by
three great local artists.

Phillip Island musi-
cians The Times and Imo-
gen Price return to the Oz
Day at the Daly stage this

year.
Imogen is a talented
singer songwriter and

guitarist, well known and
loved by local audiences.

Musical duo The Times
is always a guaranteed
good time, with a reper-
toire stretching across the
decades.

Rounding out the bill
are newcomers to the Oz
Day stage, Bass Coast

blues-surf outfit Ozone
Street.

Their sound has been
described as “a refreshing
blend of vintage blues and
surf-inspired = melodies”
and it’s sure to get people
up and dancing.

Calling themselves
“pballs to the wall blues”,
their swamp-soaked melo-
dies with a hefty injection
of funk and soul is a guar-
anteed crowd pleaser.

The three acts will pro-
vide four hours of enter-
tainment and local produc-
tion company Production
Corp together with Bass
Coast Sound and Video
are on board again, to en-
sure a first-class sound,
light and video operation.

“The day is all about
family fun and while there
will be carnival rides and
face painting there will
also be plenty of games
and activities and the very
popular tug of war,” or-
ganisers said.

“The Bass Coast His-
torical Automobile Club
will be displaying some
of their superbly restored
classic cars and the event
caters for all ages.

“The atmosphere is re-

laxed and though some
seating and tables are pro-
vided, people are advised
to bring their own chairs
or picnic rugs.”

Activities continue into
the evening with the high-
light being the fireworks
finale at 9.30pm.

“The quality of the fire-
works displays has always
been amazing and Fitz-
patrick’s Fireworks from
Traralgon are again ex-
pected to put on another
great show.”

Local residents are re-
minded to make sure they
secure pets and animals
that may become dis-
tressed by the fireworks.

Oz Day at the Daly is
a ticketed family-friendly
event held at the Dalyston
Recreation Reserve on
Australia Day.

Catered for by the Da-
lyston Football Netball
Club, gates open at 4pm
with all activities ending
after the 9.30pm fireworks
display. The venue is li-
cenced and there is strictly
no BYO alcohol.

Don’t miss out. Book
your tickets now at: www.
trybooking.com/CYBBX

/Sponsored article /
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Phillip Island National Surfing Reserve was declared in March 2013 and the working group is calling
for new members with a passion for surfing and preserving the coastal environment.

National Surfing Reserve
calls for new members

COMMUNITY

Phillip Island (Millowl)
is the proud home of Vic-
toria’s first and only Na-
tional Surfing Reserve.
The working group that
helps care for it is calling
for new members with a
passion for surfing and
preserving the coastal en-
vironment.

Phillip Island National
Surfing Reserve was de-
clared in March 2013 for
the surfers of yesterday,
today and tomorrow and
celebrates the island’s
surfing culture and classic
waves.

The Reserve recognises
the island’s outstanding
surf, together with the
long rich surf culture and
history. It is made up of
four sites: Cape Woolamai,
Smiths Beach, Summer-
land Beach and Cat Bay.

The community was in-
strumental in establishing
the Surfing Reserve. Since

Have your say

ARTS

Bass Coast Shire Council is currently
running a survey about arts in the re-

gion.

They’re asking members of the pub- at
lic and the arts community to provide

its establishment a dedi-
cated working group has
worked to promote and
protect the reserve, its val-
ues, surfing and its history
and cultural significance
for Phillip Island (Millowl).

The group is com-
prised of representatives
from Phillip Island Na-
ture Parks, Bass Coast
Shire Council, Phillip Is-
land Boardriders Club,
Woolamai Beach Surf Life
Saving Club, Plastic Free
Phillip Island, Traditional
Owners and community
members.

The group has worked
on initiatives such as
creating and installing
signage and monuments
and running events to cel-
ebrate surfers of all ages,
styles and abilities, includ-
ing the popular Surfing
Teams Challenge.

Members also develop
and maintain an archive
of the island’s surfing
history dating back to

the 1920s. The relaxed,
fun and friendly working
group meets between six
and 10 times per year.

“Phillip Island Nature
Parks has proudly assist-
ed the establishment and
operation of the reserve
since its inception and is
delighted to be involved
in this great community
initiative,” said Catherine
Basterfield, Phillip Island
Nature Parks CEO.

“The strength of the
ongoing success of the
Reserve has been the com-
munity passion and hard
work and I encourage new
members to get on board.”

For more information on
how to apply, email com-
munity@penguins.org.au

Applications close: Feb-
ruary 7, 2025.

See National Surfing
Reserve updates all year
round on Facebook and
Instagram: @phillipls-
landnsr #phillipislandnsr
/ Sponsored article /

feedback on the kind of programs and
services they’d like to see in the arts
and culture arena.

Feedback will be used to shape
future programming and also how
the council lets the community know

available.

what programs and activities are

The survey is open until February 16

bass-coast

engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/arts-
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EDUCATION

Newhaven College prides itself on being
“about hands-on sensory learning”.

“Whether it be outdoor education, mu-
sic lessons or a maths class, teachers are
actively present ensuring each young per-
son’s unique learning path is enriched,” a
college spokesperson stated

“Newhaven’s educators are at their
peak professionally, resulting in students
receiving the best possible education.”

The college said it is proud of its aca-
demic record, with many students going
on to further education.

“However, the college also offers a
wide range of VET subjects and unique
programs to complement the school cur-
riculum,” the spokesperson stated.

They said highlights of an education at
Newhaven College include a wide range
of co-curricular activities, from sports to
an exceptional performing arts program.

“Sports include House and inter-
school competitions, plus out-of-the-box
opportunities such as the coveted Surf-
ing Academy, Equestrian Team or the
newly minted MTB (Mountain Biking)
Academy.

“Some of the College’s riders and surf-
ers have achieved extraordinary results
in 2024 with National Championship
wins in a range of disciplines.”

For those inspired by the arts, the
school’s performing arts wing includes
one-on-one lesson spaces, a rehearsal
studio, sound rooms, collaboration spac-
es and a Black Box theatre.

“This facility, along with an exception-
al music teaching team, provides a nur-
turing and encouraging space for music
students to explore their talent.”

lege -
portunity

Year 9 Teacher Carly Heislers finds the outdoor
classes at the Newhaven College Year 9 Environ-
mental Centre brings the best out in her students.

Environmental

Newhaven College offers a unique learn-
ing space at the Year 9 Environmental
Centre.

Set away from the main College cam-
pus, looking out over Westernport Bay,
the “open space and healthy atmosphere
help to shape a student’s mindset”.

“Wearing their special Year 9 ranger-
style uniforms, complete with hiking
boots, students are ready to move be-
tween the classroom and outdoor activi-
ties as opportunities arise,” the college
spokesperson said.

“The Year 9 Environmental Centre is
a busy, ever-changing place of learning.

“The specialised team provides pro-
fessional dedication and commitment to
supporting Year 9 students as they pass
through the challenges of adolescence.
They are singly focused on providing the
best opportunities so students can thrive.

“An education at Newhaven College is
grounded, well-rounded and nurturing.
The result is young adults armed with
confidence and an open mind, ready to
take on what the future holds.”

Have fun, meet new people and help celebrate why the Island
was declared Victoria's only National Surfing Reserve in 2013.
For information and how to apply, email community@penguins.org.au

NamionaL
SURFING
RESERVES
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A model display to
delight enthusiasts

TRAINS

Model train enthusiasts of
all ages are in for a treat.

The Phillip Island and
District Railway Mod-
ellers is holding their an-
nual model train show on
Saturday January 18 and
Sunday January 19, at
Berninneit, 91-97 Thomp-
son Avenue, Cowes.

The popular display al-
ways attracts many visitors
and caters for the diehard
model railway enthusiast,
the budding five-year-old
who loves to watch the
trains go around, and ev-
eryone in between.

There will be fourteen
model layouts to view,
many with full digital con-
trol and authentic sound.

“We will have models
ranging in size from the
smaller “N” scale, that
fit on a door, the popular
“HO” & “O0” scales up to
the very large “G” scale,
that would take over the
garden,” a group spokes-
person said.

“This year the show fea-
tures four new model lay-
outs, not seen before at our
show as well as an extend-
ed version of the large, de-
tailed layout depicting an
early 20th century Timber
mill and township.”

For “Thomas” fans
there is a is a model de-

There will be fourteen model layouts, many with full digital control and

authentic sound at the Phillip Island and District Railway Modellers
model train show on January 18 and 19, at Berninneit in Cowes.

picting the original Sodar
as well as a model where
young enthusiasts can
drive Thomas or Percy
around the track.

“Take the opportunity
to talk to the exhibitors;
they just love talking about
model trains and you will
find a wealth of knowledge,
experience and expertise.”

There will also be a
large range of second-
hand trains for sale for
those starting out or those
wanting to expand their
collections.

Visitors can enjoy an
hour or two, rain hail or
shine, in air-conditioned
comfort at Berninneit.

On Saturday the exhi-
bition will be open to the
public from 10am until
5pm, and on Sunday the
hours are 10am to 4pm.

“We are grateful for our
sponsorship from Bass
Coast Shire Council and
Westernport Water as well
as the support from Branch
Line Hobbies in Croydon
and Steam Era Models.”

For more information
visit: facebook.com/people/
Phillip-Island-and-District-
Railway-Modellers

Website: piadrm.com/

Or call Geoff Newman:
0419 357 097 or Grant Col-
well: 0432 104 220.

/Sponsored article /
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Circles of Life on display

MOSAICS

The Circles of Life exhibition has been
created collectively by students of local
mosaic and ceramics artist, Heather
Fahnle from Mosaics by the Bay, Vent-
nor.

The exhibition opens on January 24
(5pm to 7pm) at the Creative Arts Sta-
tion in Cowes.

Students were given carte blanche
on their own designs and ideas to cre-
ate these circles which are made from
ceramic tiles, glass, shells and/or por-
celain crockery.

Many students have attended
Heather’s weekly classes for several
years, learning and improving their
skills as well as gaining the confidence
to exhibit their work. The classes are
more than just mosaic creations, they
have become a space where students
can share and discuss ideas, critique
each other’s work, offer support and
a shoulder when needed over a cuppa
and cake.

This is the second student exhibition
that Heather has choreographed. The
Birds of a Heather Exhibition was held
at Yarram Courthouse in February
2024 which saw over 50 mosaic birds
on display, with many pieces selling on
opening night.

Heather offers half or full day work-
shops for anyone wishing to learn a
new skill within an accessible and in-
clusive environment.

Full details are available on her web-
site: heatherfahnle.com

The Circles of Life Exhibition pre-
sented by Mosaics by the Bay, opens on
Friday January 24 from 5pm to 7pm at
the Creative Arts Station, 119 Thomp-
son Avenue, Cowes and continues over
January 25 and 26.

/Sponsored article /
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Circles of Life exhibition features works by stu-
dents of local mosaic and ceramics artist Heather
Fahnle from Mosaics by the Bay. It opens on Janu-
ary 24 (5pm to 7pm) at Creative Arts Station, 119
Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
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$25 UNLIMITED

BOWLING LAZER TAG AND TABLE TENNIS

UNLIMITED
DEAL RUNS FRom

BOXING DAY UNTIL
AUSTRALIA DAY

LK00288AA

6.30 - 9.30PM

Minimum four per lane Every night over the school holidays :
p | o ! : ADULTS $35 eac
: CHILDREN $25ceacH
' (CHILDREN AGES 3-14)
:  Ringside extra $5ea

Ticket Office and Doors open
S SHOWTIMES: ' one hour before each show

: Door Sales only, no bookings

SPECTACULAR

5952 3977 ik

PHILLIP ISLAND

SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES TENPIN BOWLING

COWES January 3 to January 26.

205-209 Thompson Ave  7pm nightly except Thu & Sun. 90 MINUTE SHOW

(Next to the RSL.) 1pm Sat & Sun + Australia Day

Coming soon to Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve.

vv99svroar

Theatre & Cinema Community Rooms
Library Art Gallery
Customer and Museum

Visitor Services Venue Hire

Berninneit

91-97 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5671 2470 www.basscoastculturalvenues.com
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The Textile Art Group, a section of ASPIR is having their first Gala Exhibition at the new Creative Arts Station on
January 18 and 19 and will include items to purchase. The exhibition will include pieces from a range of mediums, includ-
ing garments, artwork, fabric basketry and embroidery.

Creative textiles on display

ART

The Textile Art Group, a sec-
tion of ASPIR (Arts Society of
Phillip Island Region) is having
their first Gala Exhibition at the
new Creative Arts Station on
January 18 and 19.

The art on display will show-
case weaving, felting, sewing,
embroidery, spinning, lino cut,
string making, and fabric bas-
ketry, with many items avail-
able to purchase.

There will be plenty to see
with many displays and live
demonstrations across the
weekend of many of the tech-
niques used to create the items
at the exhibition.

The free exhibition at the
Creative Arts Station, 119 Settle-
ment Road in Cowes runs from

10am until 4pm on Saturday and
Sunday, January 18 and 19.

Long history

The textile group has been meet-

ing regularly for many years

and the people who participate
have common creative interests
and are passionate about the
preservation of textiles as an
artform.

Some notable achievements
of the group have been:

¢ The commemorative wall mu-
ral created for the 150 years
celebration of Phillip Island. It
was presented to Bass Coast
Shire Council in 2018.

e The PICAL wall mural rep-
resenting the many activities
and the natural environment
of Phillip Island

¢ Best in Show at the Bendigo

Wool and Sheep show in 2023.
The group meets twice a
month to work on group proj-
ects, individual works and par-
ticipate in workshops.

At the meetings, they also
prepare work for the annual
Easter ASPIR Art Show, which
includes a textiles section.

Various members have been
successful in local art shows
including at Cowes, Pakenham,
Tyers and Bendigo.

Some members have also
staged successful exhibitions
around the area, in Melbourne
and overseas. Become inspired
and perhaps join the group. No
experience required.

Any enquiries, please ring
Shirley on 0410 584 025 or Deb
0402 802 465.

/Sponsored article /

PHILLIP ISLAND TEXTILES GROUP PRESENT

TEXTILE GALA EXFE

DISPLAYING WEARABLE ART & CREATIONS
MADE BY OUR TALENTED TEXTILE GROUP

ITION

CREATIVE ARTS
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Andy Scott and his Western Swing Orchestra play the Phillip Island Bowling Club
on Sunday January 19, from 2pm, presented by the Phillip Island Jazz Club.

Andy Scott sw

JAZZ

Andy Scott and his Western
Swing Orchestra will be play-
ing at the Phillip Island Bowl-
ing Club on Sunday January 19,
from 2pm. Presented by the Phil-
lip Island Jazz Club, Andy has
assembled a top group of musi-
cians for the performance.

The band features Matt K
West on guitar and vocals, Steve
Grant on accordion, Esther Hen-
derson on fiddle (in demand
internationally), Lachlan Wal-
lace on drums. Steve Temple on
trumpet, Ben Franz on pedal
steel guitar and Andy Scott on
bass and vocals.

“There will be a CD launch on
the day for the Andy Scott Col-

PRESENTING A SPECIAL ART EXHIBITION & SALE

Quiet Grazing, Drouin Victoria
David Taylor AW.LF.V.AS.

Summer Days, Spirit of the Island
Diana Edwards A.GR.AF

iIngs into Cowes

lective and we can vouch that
the music is great,” said a club
spokesperson.

Western swing is a subgenre
of American country music that
originated in the late 1920s in
the West and South among the
region’s Western string bands.

Tickets are in demand, so
anyone interested in attending is
urged to book early.

Entry is $20 for Jazz Club
members and $25 for visitors.

Phillip Island Bowling Club is
at 40 Dunsmore Road in Cowes
and the performance is from
2pm until 4.30pm.

For more information or to
book tickets, please ring Jill on
0417 416 300 or Geoff on 0409
948 613.

vvregroar

Morning Adrift, Triabunna Tasmania
David Taylor AW.LF.V.AS.

Binalong Bay Dreaming
Diana Edwards A.G.R.AF

_ Thi hibiti t t ity,
T T 18-19TH e e o OPENDAILY
JANUARY 119 SETTLEMENT living moments to share from near and 10AM - 4.30PM
ROAD COWES far; Phillip Island, Bass Coast, Gippsland,

Central Australia, and countries abroad. Soturdoy 4th Jan to

All works are for sale, including both Fridoy 3ist Jan 2025

frames and unframed works.

FREE ENTRY - ALL WORK ON DISPLAY IS FOR SALE - EFTPOS AVAILABLE

A special time to share, with all welcome.

28 SETTLEMENT RD
SILVERLEAVES
PHILLIP ISLAND 3922

0427 947 889 | 0418 565 796

LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS ALL WEEKEND INCLUDING
WEAVING-FELTING-SEWING-EMBROIDERY-SPINNING-LINO CUT-STRING MAKING-FABRIC BASKETRY

STUDIO GALLERY




BEAUTY

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620
BARBER

LKO00415AA

HOME

PROPERTY CARE - PEACE OF MIND

Do you own an unoccupied property?
Do you need small jobs attended to?

o Small external maintenance painting requirements
o Specific garden, spraying and watering requirements
* Bin management

Contact johnmc7251@gmail.com | Mobile 0407 760 167

Meat scraps,
bones and
seafood shells

go in your

Organics bin

—_—

B visit basscoastvic.gov.au/whichbin B8 B A SQ
to find out more COAST

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry
Self-Service

NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes,

Every Tuesday Local's Day 15% OFF >
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

with the CODE: LOCAL15

9 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes (\ 03 59521488

COWESBOAT [ ej0 )", "4 2=

CARAVANRVSTORAGE SELF

STORAGE

! Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 5952 2799

FURNITURE OUTLET COWES
SALE NOW ON

MATTRESSES

ALL SIZES AVAILABLE AT GREAT PRICES
Queen/double/ single/ king single/king size
PLUS Beds / tallboys /bedside chests. Etc. etc.
DELIVERY AND TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE

BEATS PRICES IN MELBOURNE
Furniture Outlet. P/L.153 Thompson Ave. Cowes.
0402 042 576.

I vvrrerear

LEISURE

OPEN 7 DAYS from 10am

1805 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes
Ph: 03 5952 2283

amazenthings.com.au

GUIDED KOALA TOUR‘k

Get up close at the
Koala Conservation Reserve!

BANDICOOT U=, W
pIscovery Tour

Experience a spotlight
walk on Churchill Island.

BOOK NOW

Phileflz_Island 0
at penguins.org.au

NATURE PARKS

Wildlifeion

cruises

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling

& Entertainment
Centre

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669

thecentrecowes
@hotmail.com

p—

1300 OURCAB (687222)

SouthCoastTaxi

ACCOMODATION

RANFURLIE BED
& BREAKFAST

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night
including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

PET SITTING

Ri-jana’s Paw-fect
O  Pet Sitting

anne Ranic | 0432 728 913
Ri-jana’s Paw-fect Pet Sitting

o

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

www.pisra.com.au

ADVERTISER

Wednesday, January 15, 2025 | THE ADVERTISER 25

FINANCE

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

For all your refinancing or home loan
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.
Gabriel Caffieri - Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffieri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

YellowBrickRoad

Home Loans

PHILLIP ISLAND BRANCH

« Home Loans
» Personal Loans
- Refinance
« Investor
« Self Employed
« Commercial Lending
- Private Lending
« SMSF

Yellow Brick Road Finance Pty Lid ACN 128 708 109, Australian Credit Licence 393195
8 Vista Place

Cape Woolamai 3925
phillip.island@ybr.com.au

Joe Reilly
M 0402 005 933
T 03 5956 6892

FOOD & DRINK

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au | 03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS
ON THE ISLAND”

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO!

ORDERS 5907 6796

RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

AUTOMOTIVE

7Y sevicecene |

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

\\\\P Isl4
~ °

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES

QQ‘
TYRE 0359 523 305

S, Qfl PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU
0"‘05 ci“‘\ HELLO@PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU

COMPUTER SERVICES

San Remo | 5952 5379 Shop Local

PRINT LOCAL

www.printitfast.com.au

MEDICAL

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8-10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven

Opening hours:
8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910

to make an appointment!

Handlex(%Anderson
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Locally owned and operated by
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

0448 602 005

www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

REAL ESTATE

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALES APPRAISAL
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL.

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU 5952 3922

Selling more properties
on Phillip Island than
any other agency

59522799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

038583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland
|

ALEX SCOTT
ANDSTAFF /', 1886

1 13a Thompson Avenue, Cowes
59522633 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE
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AIR CONDITIONING

BUILDER

CONCRETER

AIR CONDITIONING

l MITSUBISHI
"W ELECTRIC
DIAMOND DEALER

GIFT CARD CAMPAIGN

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION,

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi

0400 001 465

citytocoastair.com

AIR CONDITIONING

PDAIKIN

035678 5190

office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

© Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning
coastal_refrig_and_aircon
AUS1426

N\

Constructions

SPECIALISTS IN:

CAR REMOVAL

BASS COAST
CAR REMOVALS

Unwanted cars removed free
CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

TIIVI NNEVWIVIANI

LKOO045AA

CONCRETING
* Exposed aggregate ® House slabs
e Driveways e Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
e All concreting needs

Tel/Fax 5956 8791

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

0o4q19 312 805

CONCRETER

LKOOO34AA

Luke Hinrichs

Phillip Island & surrounding areas since 1999

DECKS & VERANDAHS

ELECTRICIAN

JACKSON ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING

» All types of
electrical services

« Reliable & fully insured
« Split system installers

* Free quotes
« Hot water systems
« Ovens and cooktops

« Air conditioning sales
and service

« TV Antenna & data
CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667

CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834

JO02421AA

GARAGE DOORS

GAS SUPPLIERS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

ISLAND
DECKS

YV6S000M1

John Johnston 0414 714 179

WRIGHTON [F
GAS SUPPLIES [«

A
Agency for E LGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright

Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LKOO040AA

Call Shane
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616
AIR CONDITIONING CARPENTER
southcoast air /ﬂ
Air conditioning —~\
& refrigeration CARPENTRY
Cooling & heating specialists — Estzg82 ——
Split system sales & complete installation Home Renovations
Service, repairs Electrical contractor Maintenance & Repairs
0402 044 377 'g?e’e‘l'\é';”l%r Window Replacement | Decks s
1109866 REC26099 . John 0447 975 626 g

BLINDS & CARPET

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

° 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes (\ 03 5952 1488

BLINDS/AWNINGS

Creative %’W

Hrvsings ||||’

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Mobile Showroom

LK00027AA

CABINET MAKER

yyvSzvoqr

JOINERY SMOOTH

RECYCLED TIMBER CABINETRY
KITCHEN'S
INSTALLATION SERVICE
TRADITONAL SAUNA'S
BESPOKE DESIGN

0457 239 600
MITCH.JOINERYSMOOTH@GMAIL.COM
WWW.JOINERYSMOOTH.COM.AU

JOINERYSMOOTHE
ACN 672 446 769

CARPET CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

* Extreme heat extraction — Rapid Dry
* Commercial - domestic
 Rental bond specialists ¢ Fast, efficient service

0415106 443 5956 6888

islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

EST1981

CONCRETER

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

 Exposed aggregate paving
¢ Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
* House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

LKOO038AA

DECK RESTORATION

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au
www.deckseal.com.au

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS
MARK: 0418 105 262

yvezzvoqr

EARTHMOVING

GUTTER CLEANING

GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au
HANDYMAN

Painting interior & exterior
15 years experience
Pressure cleaning weatherbords
Flat pack assembly
Doors installed, handles fitted
Lawn mowing

Frank
0455 596 433

No job too big
or too small

JDO4630AA

HANDYMAN

JO02676AA,

EARTHWORRKS

@lEULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Free quote / consultation
Experienced local business

Excavations :
.
e Innovative solutions
.
.

Demolitions
Drive/Pathways
Retaining walls
Spoil removal

Quality workmanship
Transparent communication

e Full compliance / insurance
e Tight access specialists

*

TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *
em: mkearthworksegmail.com

JDO03819AA

affordable quality
home maintainance and repair.
Decks. Verandahs. Pergolas.
Renovations and extensions.

18Ual

DB_U 8380

ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

EARTHMOVING

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Rubbish removal

0418 372 399

Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Qaqg- Skip Hire

+ Earth works

Peter Stasinowsky
Ph 0408149488 email. pstaza@hotmail.com

HANDYMAN

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE

Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small
Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495

www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au
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HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL

Design and fabrication.
We also stock industrial supplies.

Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi
(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.

MOTORCYCLE REPAIR

RESTUMPING

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

yversvoar

LANDSCAPING AND DESIGN

Also Servicing Melbourne
& Gippsland Regions
*Breakdowns *Flat Tyres *Race Tracks
*Shows & Events *Dealer Deliveries *Auctions
*Local & Interstate *Group Discounts
*Show Bike Specialists

motorcycletow.com.au 0431 655 749

PLASTERING

18

WONTHAGGIplaster

& Construction Supplies

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
wonthaggiplaster.com.au

CEMINTEL ~

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

Dave Costello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

0411175 957

LKOO020AA

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

LKOO014AA

Brendan Duncan

PIC No. 26296

LAWN MOWING

Phil’s Mowing
and Lawn care

0408 559 408
Prompt Honest Reliable

Servicina Phillip Island and Surrounding Areas

From San Remo to Cowes, Wonthaggi to Grantville

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

KEANE & SON

House Restumping & Levelling

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995

BASS COAST

MANAGEMENT

EOGTRAFFIC.COM.AU
5900 2932
projects@eventopsgroup.com.au

LK00290AA

RESTUMPING

TREE CARE

RESTUMPING &
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,
House Raising & Repacking,
all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788

Licence DBL24625

JD04860AA

Qualified Arborist with

15 years experience and
committed to maintain the
health, safety and beauty
of your trees ensuring they
thrive and enhance your
home. Servicing Phillip

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Sliding Doors
© Bi Fold Doors
© Cavity Doors
€ Wardrobe Doors

Ph 0438 538 244

info(@asdrm.com.au
www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

SOLAR

Avre your doors sticking, catching
or just not sliding properly?

© Timber & Aluminium € Security Doors
© Track & Roller

Replacements
© Screen Replacements

© New Locks Fitted
And Much More

Now Servicing Phillip Island

Island and surrounds.

Specialising in Pruning &
Hazardous Tree Removals

Habitat Trees Storm Damage
Cable Bracing Stump Grinding
Qualified Arborist Fully Insured

Mulch & Firewood Sales

0484 776 399

TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing

24 HOUR SERVICE i

* Gas * Hot water units
« Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

LKOOO15AA

PLUMBING

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
WWW.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

Same Day WQQ

Plumbing BVt
Service Brothers

Lic 43482

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

MARINE MECHANIC

* ke k &***

TOPWATER MARINE
0402 761 692

« Inboard / outhoard motor servicing and repairs

« Accessory Installations and electrical work
« Trailer servicing and modifications
« Anchor winches < Boat detailing « Insurance work
www.topwatermarine.com.au | info@topwatermarine.com.au

64 Dixon street, Inverloch

JDO01490AA

PLUMBING

RERIABISERRIEYMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

o NO CALL OUT FEE

e Leaking taps & toilets
 Hot water systems replaced
o Vanities & water

o Filters installed

* (as fitting

e General plumbing

Tappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed wic.no. 113269c

LKO0044AA

STEEL

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

1300534110 ___

JO01399AA

(o)
>
SL Tree Care

NO JOB TOO SMALL

® Qualified e Storm Damage

e Tree Maintenance ¢ Lawn Mowing

e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

WASTE MANAGEMENT

LK00042AA

Steel fabrication ¢ Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order ® Sheetmetal fabrication
Guillotine and folding e Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE e Genie lift and generator hire
Call for a quote WE DELIVER
14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

Ph: 5672 2056

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

INDUSTRIAL

LKO0024AA

STORAGE WINDOW CLEANING
Large & Small Ur_1its We promise sparkling Discoungs
Boxes_ & Pacl_<ag|_ng windows every time! apply for
land Security Monitoring Pensioners
cure On Site Manager

orage 24hr/7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

LKO0023AA
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CLASSIEIEDS SEEK, BUY AND SELL

DEATHS

CAVALIERI, Peter Tony
‘Pedro’:

Passed away from a
tragic accident whilst
on holidays in the Cook
Islands on Jan. 3, 2025.

Loved husband of
Julianne.
Loving Dad and father-
in-law to
Damon & Mia,
Jonathon & Grace,
Pietro & Rachael.

Adoring and proud
Nonno to Violet.

Beloved brother to
Tony & Pina,
Angela & Steven.

Pedro will be sadly
missed by his extended
family and his many
many friends.

CAVALIERI, Peter Tony
‘Pedro’:

From a Good
Neighbour to

A Good Friend.
We will miss you Pedro.

Condolences to
Julianne and family.

Damian and Julie

HOPMAN, Ottie:

From all her
Paringi Court

Friends, Gladys,
Mary & Mario,
Geoff & Kate Marks.

Wonderful Memories

FUNERALS

CAVALIERI:

Funeral Prayers for
Mr. Pedro Cavalieri
will be offered at
St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Thompson Ave,
Cowes on Friday
(Jan. 17, 2025)
commencing at 3:00pm.

At the conclusion of
Prayers the funeral will
leave for the Phillip
Island Cemetery.

The family requests
that you wear colour to
honour and celebrate
the life of Pedro.

For Live-streaming go to
www. handleyandan-
dersonfunerals.com.au

Handley(%Anderson

USED CARS
TRUCKS & TRACTORS

CAR FOR SALE
SSANG YONG REXTON
4 x 4, auto, 2005 Wagon.

Leather interior, 4 good
tyres.

Pump up shockies. Diesel.

6 months rego with road-
worthy.

Selling due to illness.
77D216

Phone: 0491 482 761

FOR SALE

ROYAL DOULTON
Dinner Set
Mostly a setting for 8.

White, Gold and Olive
Green. Stunning!

Photo available $900
Not Negotiable.
P: 0419 893 247

PUBLIC NOTICES

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser
is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe
the Standards may
have been breached,
you may approach the
newspaper itself
or contact the
Council by email
info@presscouncil.org.au

or by phone
(02) 8261 1930.
For further
information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

MSC7943

SITUATIONS VACANT

THE

waterboy

—CAFE—

HEAD CHEF WANTED

The Waterboy café is seeking
a Head Chef to manage

all aspects of our café kitchen,

reliable, highly motivated with

excellent communication skills.

Breakfast, lunch only, no nights.

If this sounds like you,
we want you!

Email resume to
info@thewaterboycafe.com.au

We are seeking applications for the
position of:

Casual Cleaners

Staff will assist in the daily cleanli-
ness, preparation and presentation of
the venue’s facilities and infrastruc-
ture.

Working to a 7-day roster, including
weekends and after hours work,
these roles would suit someone look-
ing for regular shifts predominantly in
the afternoon or early evenings.

To apply, email your resume to
info@phillipislandcircuit.com.au

vverevoar

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA
Cowes Big Book meeting
at St Philip’s Church (opp.
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm,
0417 317 470; Salvation
Army building, McKenzie
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday
1lam, 5672 3627. Phone
head office 9429 1833.

PUBLIC NOTICES

WESTERNPORT
FIELD & GAME

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Dear Members
Westernport Field and Game
Annual General Meeting will be held on:
Saturday 15 February 2025, 4.00pm.
1 McFees Road, Rhyll.
Members are encouraged to attend.

yyéreroar

CASUAL TENNIS
COURT HIRE

Rhyll
$15.00 per hour
Bookings General Store
5907 6796
BBQ facilities available in Rhyll Park

yyrosgoar

EMAIL YOUR
CLASSIFIEDSTO

‘ ads@pisra.com.au ’

PHILLIP ISLAND § SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

(O\éBANFlELDs

Aged Care

Esceptional Care Buile on Solid Foundations

REGISTERED NURSING
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Nestled in the heart of Cowes, Banfields Aged
Care is a family-owned residence providing
exceptional care to 90 residents, with a
commitment to excellence in ageing-in-place
programs.

We are seeking motivated and compassionate
Registered Nurses to join our team, with AM,
PM and Night Duty shifts available across a
7-day roster.

What You’ll Do:

« Deliver high-quality nursing care under the
guidance of the Director of Care and Clinical
Care Manager.

« Manage medications, oversee clinical
practices, handle documentation, and provide
wound and palliative care.

« Lead, motivate, and educate your team
to ensure the best possible outcomes for
residents.

Essential Criteria:
« Current Registered Nurse qualifications and
AHPRA registration with no limitations.

« Previous experience in residential aged care.

« Strong communication skills (written and
verbal).

» Team player with leadership qualities.

« Ability to travel to Cowes, Phillip Island.
Additionally, you will need:

« Current influenza vaccination

« Three COVID-19 vaccinations

« Current Police Check

If you're passionate about making a
difference and being part of a close-knit
team that feels like family, we'd love to hear
from you.

Forward your resume to Leanne at
lianson@banfields.com.au

yyreLroar

CARING FOR
SAM'S CHILDREN

Please support the fundraiser for
Sam Fraser’s children, to help cover
the cost of their care and education.

To donate, go to gofund.me/b6e777¢b,
or search gofundme.com for

“Caring for Sams Children”.

YV1E82000 ‘

ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

MATHS TEACHER

Full Time Position — Ongoing
Commencing 28/01/2025
Job Vacancy ID: 1459887

ENGLISH TEACHER

Full Time Position — Ongoing
Commencing 28/01/2025
Job Vacancy ID: 1459895

SCIENCE TEACHER

Full Time Position — Ongoing
Commencing 28/01/2025
Job Vacancy ID: 1459890

Bass Coast College is seeking suitably
qualified staff to join its team in 2025
for the above positions.
Applications can be made via
DET Recruitment Online

For further information please contact
Leith Cummins — College Principal
Leith.warren@education.vic.gov.au

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

Editorial: advertiser@pisra.com.au
Advertising: ads@pisra.com.au
Sport: sport@pisra.com.au
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Suite 2, 60 Chapel Street, Cowes, 3922.
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Online-only event

+

=

In partnership with:

The 100 Neighbourhood Batteries Program

Phillip Island Project Update
Wednesday 5 February, 6:30pm to 7:30pm

Join us online to hear about this important initiative
and the community benefits it will offer to the island.
We will provide project updates, additional information,
and insights on the 7 neighbourhood batteries.

~

RSVP now:

xVQEéVOGF




NEWS

Annual treat for young and old

COMMUNITY

On January 4, Phillip Island Conservation Society
(PICS), hosted the Animals of Oz, at Olive Justice
Place in Cowes.

The annual visit by the mobile wildlife education
program attracted many interested families.

Seven native animals were individually intro-
duced as the presenter showed the audience the spe-
cial features of each creature. Excited youngsters
got to meet Kookie the kookaburra who can't fly
because of an old wing injury acquired after escap-
ing the clutches of a fox and Bubble-gum, the blue
tongue lizard who lives under logs in the back yard
with his ‘five wives’ and their twenty-one eggs.

Other animals included Shadow the tawny
frogmouth who can look like a part of a tree when
perched on a branch or stump and Snappy, the five-
foot crocodile

The children were able to gently touch Snappy
on his back and tummy to feel the difference in his
skin, but were instructed not to touch his mouth.

“PICS has proudly hosted this event since 2012
and is grateful to be supported and funded by the
Bass Coast Shire Council,” a PICS spokesperson
said.

“Most of the 46 adults and 47 children were ei-
ther local or related to locals with whom they were
enjoying the holiday atmosphere; one family was
visiting from England.”
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Jackson with Shadow the Tawny Frogmouth, part of the
Animals of Oz team who visited Cowes on January 4, pre-
sented by PICS. Photo: Meg Edwards.

Jet skis targeted this summer

BEACH SAFETY

Jet skiers who speed in five-knot zones or get too
close to swimmers are the focus of this summer’s
Cool Your Jets: Stay in Control safety education
program. The Safe Transport Victoria program
encourages jet skiers to have fun while following
waterway rules. The campaign includes social and
digital media, as well as in-person engagement
events at Safety Beach (Port Phillip Bay) and Bon-
nie Doon (Lake Eildon) in January 2025.

“Jet skiers must ride safely and follow waterway
rules. Those who don’t risk being fined. Always
slow to five-knots when within 50 metres of swim-
mers, boaters, other jet skis, and marine animals,”
said Chris Banks from Safe Transport Victoria

“Cool your jets, stay in control, and make sure
everyone has a safe and fun summer on the water.”

The Cool Your Jets: Stay in Control key safety
reminders include:

e Ride within the speed limits in five-knot zones
near beaches and inland waterways.

¢ Slow to five-knots within 50 metres of swimmers,
boats, other jet skis, and mwarine animals.

e Always wear the appropriate lifejacket.

¢ Ensure their jet ski, safety gear and lifejacket
are well maintained

¢ Be aware of their speed - if there is a wake, they
are exceeding five-knots.

To reinforce these messages, the program is sup-
ported by targeted compliance and enforcement at ma-
jor waterways and busy locations during peak periods.

In partnership with Victoria Police, Safe Trans-
port Victoria will again conduct waterway patrols
to target unsafe and illegal behaviour this summer,
particularly around swimming areas.

Jet ski users who break the law will be caught
and face significant penalties. In 2023-24, 388 in-

This summer’s Cool Your Jets campaign aims to promote
Jjet ski safety, including not getting too close to swimmers.
Photo: Safe Transport Victoria.

fringements were issued to jet skiers.

Rules and resources

Boaters and jet skiers must be familiar with the
rules for the waterways they use and are encour-
aged to pay close attention to waterway signage.

For more information on recreational boating
and the Cool Your Jets: Stay in Control program,
visit the Safe Transport Victoria website: safetrans-
port.vic.gov.au/cool-your-jets/

Jet skiers can use the Boating Vic website at
www.boating.vic.gov.au to plan their day on the
water, including viewing boat ramp information
and checking ramp cameras to see how busy their
favourite ramp is.

Boaters can also download the DECKEE app
from deckee.com to see the required waterway
rules, speed limits, and essential safety equipment
based on the user’s location, allowing them to navi-
gate with confidence.

Show me the money

I was pondering the option of
renting out my Phillip Island
holiday home on a part time
basis.

Current bills are insurance,
land tax, connections and use
of utilities.

If I rent it out via an agent,
extra costs include agent photos
(a one off expense), shire regis-
tration ($312pa), State Govern-
ment registration fee (7.5 per
cent payable for each booking),
agent fee (an agreed percent-
age of each booking), cleaning
fee (after each stay), mainte-
nance costs, higher insurance
levy, and most concerning of
all, the newly introduced rural
VRLT which is one per cent of
Capital Improved Value in year
one then two per cent in year
two then three per cent in the
third year.

A lot of snouts for a very
meagre trough me thinks.

Based on information re-
ceived from reliable sources, I
have calculated the following.

If I rent out my holiday home
to short stay holiday makers,
in the first year it will take 9.5
weeks of rental income to break
even. In the second year it will
take 14.3 weeks of rental in-
come to break even. In the third
year it will take 19.2 weeks of
rental income to break even.

According to Google, the
Airbnb occupancy rate for Phil-
lip Island is 41 per cent which
equates to about 22 weeks per
annum. You do the math.

Phillip Palmer, Ventnor

Kudos for CWA

I would like to thank the Coun-
try Woman’s Association for
the gorgeous Christmas Ham-
per I won at the Cowes Commu-
nity Market in December.

Our whole family was able to
enjoy the fabulous baking, the
items from local shop keepers
for the children and teenagers,
and wine for oldies.

Again, thank you very much
CWA, what a fantastic organ-
isation.

Glenda Ballinger, Ventnor

Island wide approach needed
I was at the protest at Silver-
leaves and there were about
110 adults and a number of kids
there, not 200 plus, which was
an excellent turnout consider-
ing the rain. I would suggest to
Tim McCurdy that if the prob-
lem is environmental then logic
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tells you the solution is environ-
mental not political.

When I asked how much of
the problem was being caused
by climate change I was told
none. Clearly they are climate
change deniers in private and
climate change believers in
public. I note the Silverleaves
shoreline has eroded 77 metres
since 1953 and as King Canute
would have pointed out, this
is a problem a long time com-
ing. The Liberal spokespeople
kept talking about ‘hard’ in-
frastructure, whatever that is,
and it smacks of people trying
to show nature who is the boss.

I live on the western side of
the island and there has been
significant erosion here, so I be-
lieve there is a need for a whole
of island approach when deal-
ing with this issue, and not just
a process of responding to the
loudest complainants.

It is terrible for people to face
the possibility of losing their
homes and we should do what
we can to prevent, or at least
slow the process down. But we
really shouldn’t be passing the
problem on to someone else.

Stephen Paul, Ventnor

Go freerange

Freeranger Eggs at Grantville is
encouraging more people to set
up their own free range farms to
beat the current egg shortage.

The poultry industry expects
the shortage of eggs will con-
tinue throughout 2025 because
of the numbers of chickens
culled following outbreaks of
avian influenza. Last year more
than two million laying hens
were euthanised in Australia.
The shortage demonstrates the
importance of local production
and provides a great opportu-
nity for new small scale egg op-
erations to supply needs in each
area.

Low density systems are far
less susceptible to disease than
the major industrial-scale pro-
ducers and an additional benefit
is that the supply chain is far
shorter. Most outbreaks of avi-
an influenza originated on ma-
jor production facilities spread
by workers travelling between
businesses.

Freeranger Eggs in Grant-
ville has an eBook available for
anyone who would like to set up
their own free range egg busi-
ness.

Phil Westwood, Freeranger
Eggs, Grantville

Servicing the Bass Coast &
Gippsland for over 30 years

Scan the QR code for our
extensive range of new Quintrex
models or pop into our Inverloch
showroom to find your next boat

29-31 Bear Street
Inverloch

56741520

inverlochmarine.com.au

vvsesvodr




30 THE ADVERTISER | Wednesday, January 15, 2025

The Rhyll Tennis Club invites you to join them for an evening of pickleball on January 17 at the Rhyll

Twilight Market. Photo: Kate Perkins.

Come and try twilight pickleball

SPORT

A celebration of community
and skill development

NIPPERS

The 2024/25 Nippers sea-
son, run by the Woolamai
Beach Surf Life Saving
Club (WBSLSC), has cel-
ebrated another successful
program

This season once again
demonstrated the immense
value the Nippers program
brings to the community,
not only by teaching vital
life-saving and leadership
skills but also by expand-
ing participants’ knowl-
edge of the local marine
environment and conser-
vation.

This year 400 eager nip-

The Nippers program, run by WBSLSC, teaches life-saving and
leadership skills but also expands participants’knowledge of the
local marine environment and conservation.

pers, aged five to 13, gained Beach and Cleeland Bight.” Lifesaving Club House,
. essential skills and experi- The program was also highlighting the social
TENNIS game of pickleball. ences that will serve them supported by more than 75 aspect, the camaraderie

The Rhyll Tennis Club is excited to begin
the new year with a new game by introduc-
ing pickleball — a fun, social and friendly
game which suits the club’s hard courts.

The rules are simple and is an easy
challenge for beginners, but can develop
into a fast paced, competitive sport.

Thus far there is plenty of interest from
those who play at the Cowes Leisure Cen-

for a lifetime. The impact
of the Nippers program
extends beyond the partici-
pants themselves, influenc-

Age Managers and Junior
Age Managers, who pro-
vided guidance, mentor-
ship, and leadership to the

among participants and
their families, all of which
acted as vital fund raising
for the club.

New members and players are invited tre. Many attended the club’s recent open ing parents, granfiparents, young participants. The 2025/26 Nippers
to keep the courts busy and the club active. day and enjoy what the Rhyll Tennis Club friends, and family mem- “Their efforts have been  program will run from
has to offer. bers who spectated and instrumental in foster- Sunday December 28, 2025

Bass Coast Shire Council’s Quick Re-
sponse Grants provided the Rhyll Tennis
Club funds needed to purchase new equip-
ment.

Paddles and balls can be hired at the
Rhyll General Store upon collecting keys
to the court (the two courts can be booked
by calling 03 5907 6796).

Additionally, memberships are avail-
able for avid and frequent players, or the
court can be hired for $15 per hour.

They also have knowledge and experi-
ence to pass onto those who are new to the
game.

Come along and join the fun at the Rhyll
Twilight Market on January 17.

Courts will be available for the club’s
free open evening from 4pm - 6pm. For
further information contact Mandy on
0409 186 521.

For general enquiries and memberships

assisted throughout the
season.

“The success of the pro-
gram would not have been
possible without the dedica-
tion of over 200 volunteers,
including 100 water safety
volunteers, who collectively
contributed more than 5000
volunteer hours,” said a

ing a sense of community
and instilling a passion for
beach safety and marine
conservation.”

The Nippers program
is not only about learning
and development; it is also
about building community
and making lifelong friend-
ships, the club said.

to Sunday January 4, 2026,
inclusive. More information
will be posted via the email
list in the coming months.
You can subscribe now via
the WBSLSC website.

As the 2024/25 Nippers
season finishes, the club
looks forward to continu-
ing this tradition in future

- : . WBSLSC spokesperson. A whopping 3000 sau- seasons, nurturing the next
Typically, four players get together fora  contact rhylltennis@gmail.com “Their P coglmitment sages were coﬁsumed dur- generation of Iifesgvers and
ensured the safety and ing the season, alongside community leaders.
smooth operation of the severalsocial events held at www.woolamaibeach.
events held at Smiths the Woolamai Beach Surf org.au/nippers

Results from the green

GOLF

Tuesday, January 7

Men’s 18H Stableford

Overall winner: Art Lyons (22) with 40 pts.
A Grade winner: Terry Crumpton (12) with
35 pts.

B Grade winner: Sam Orr (14) with 39 pts.
C Grade winner: Art Lyons (22) with 40 pts.
BDL: 32 pts C/B.

NTP: 5th Steve Harris, 7th Stephen
McAllister, 10th Neville Thurgood, 17th
Alf Micallef.

Great score: Adrian O’Gorman (eagle hole
-18).

Men’s 9H Stableford

Overall winner: Graham Robinson (25)

NTP: 5th Oliver Duggan, 7th Gregory Wil-
liams, 10th Greg Mauer, 17th Brady Ross.

Saturday, January 11

Men’s 18H Stableford

Overall winner: Steve Regnier (16) with 39
pts C/B.

A Grade winner: Christopher Reynolds (9)
with 38 pts.

B Grade winner: Steve Regnier (16) with
39 pts.

C Grade winner: Stephen McAllister (22)
with 39 pts.

BDL: 34 pts C/B.

NTP: 5th Peter Gray, 7th Daniel Dickson,
10th Anthony Shannon, 17th Brent White.

Women’s 18H Stableford

PIFNC COURTS

with 20 pts from David Gladman (19) with ~ Overall winner: Naoko McRae (34) with 38
18 pts C/B. pts from Vicki Amato (23) on 37 pts. 3 1 ST JAN UA RY & 6TH FEB RUA RY
BDL.: 16 pts. A Grade winner: Vicki Amato (23) with 37

Women’s 18H Stableford pts.

Overall winner: Lorna Evans (42) with 43 B Grade winner: Naoko McRae (34) with U 1 1 U 1 3 U 1 5 & U 1 7
pts from Dianna Holmberg (36) on 39 pts. 38 pts. y ]

BDL: 33 pts C/B. BDL.: 34 pts.

NTP: 5th Rhonda Boyd, 7th Vicki Ram-
age, 10th Jen Bilson, 17th Jillian Chandler.

Thursday, January 9

Open 18H Stableford

Overall winner: Stephen Mack (15) with 40
pts.

A Grade winner Athol Hill (5) with 39 pts.
B Grade winner: Stephen Mack (15) with
40 pts.

C Grade winner: Joanne Westthorp (41)
with 38 pts C/B.

BDL.: 33 pts C/B.

WED 15 JAN

2:39 am

HIGH 5 89m

8:16 am

Low 1.25m

2:11 pm

NTP: 5th Debra Orr, 7th Lesley Meadow-
croft, 10th Patricia Jamieson.

Open 9H Stableford

Overall winner: Patrick Owens (22) with
19 pts from David Henstridge (21) with 17
pts C/B.

BDL: 16 pts C/B.

Sunday, January 12

Open 18H Stableford

Overall winner: Jack Taylor (19) with 38
pts C/B from Ben Walsh (11) on 38 pts.
BDL: 32 pts.

netballtrials.com/clubs/phillip-island-football-nethal/
Registrations close strictly
7pm, Wednesday 29th January
No late registrations will be accepted.

Players must attend one trial to be considered for selection.

for check-in and warm-up.

Please turn up 15 minutes before your time slot /:,,_\‘
=7

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31 | HIGH TIDE 1S MARKED IN BLACK
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All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct. No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.
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Cape Paterson kicks off Bass Coast Series

AQUATHON

The Bass Coast Series 2025
starts this Sunday, January 19 at
10am with the 27th Cape Pater-
son Aquathon.

Organised by the Cape Pa-
terson Surf Life Saving Club,
the race includes a 400m swim
and a scenic 4.4km run on coast
tracks and through The Cape
Eco Village.

The swim is held at Cape Pat-
erson’s First Surf Beach.

The aquathon is the first leg
of the three-part Bass Coast Se-
ries, which also includes the San
Remo Channel Challenge and
the Cowes Classic.

“We are excited by the in-
terest from the community in
participating in this event, and
I confidently predict the event
will have record numbers,” said
Ray Rust, Cape Paterson Surf
Life Saving Club President.

He described the event as
suitable for those “just wanting
to be part of it” and experienced
athletes alike.

Conditions on Sunday are pre-
dicted to be ideal; sunny with a
top of 24 degrees and light winds.

Contestant numbers are ex-
pected to be over 350, well clear
of last year’s record registration
of 300.

Run by volunteers, the Cape
Paterson Aquathon is a popular

The Bass Coast Series 2025 starts this Sunday, January 19 at 10am with the
27th Cape Paterson Aquathon. Registrations are open online until January 18.

community event and all pro-
ceeds support volunteer surf life
saving patrols at Cape Paterson.

You can enter as an individual
or a team, and registrations are
open online until January 18.

There are great prizes on of-
fer for contestants.

“The event is our annual
standout event, the key fundrais-
er, with all funds raised going
directly to life saving operations
so that we can continue to safely
patrol our beach,” Ray said.

“Sign up to take part, or come
down on the day to cheer and
soak up the atmosphere.

“Either way, we look forward
to seeing you on the beach.”

The other events in the Bass
Coast Series are the Cowes
Classic on February 8 and the
San Remo Channel Challenge
on March 1.

More details and link to reg-
istration: www.basscoastseries.
com.au/cape-paterson-aquathon
/Sponsored article /
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FISHING

After what feels like years, we
have actually had a summer
with hot days, calm mornings
and sea breezes.

With the Christmas rush over
and many reluctantly returning
to work, things around the coast
have quietened down.

A talking point from custom-
ersrecently has been the amount
of sand at the Rhyll boat ramp.

Another one are requests for
heavy sinkers to be sold. Whilst
we have no control over this we
understand where people are
coming from, referring to land
based, jetty fishing with people
utilising sinkers that are too light,
ultimately tangling everyone.

Report
Fishing throughout this summer
has proved the best it has been
in years.

Snapper fired up early and
did not let up until Christmas;

pinkies then moved in and took
over.

Whiting have remained un-
changed for months. Not huge
bags but excellent quality and
plenty for the freezer. Calamari
have also proved the same.

Heading offshore, the tuna
fired up early, mako sharks have
made appearances and flathead
have proved alike to whiting and
calamari.

Land based fishing has not
missed out on reports either.
Pre-Christmas had excellent re-
sults with all species reported
and plenty of quality amongst
them.

For the adventurous, the
rocks off the old quarry have
produced some excellent fishing
and is a much safer alternative
to Punch Bowl.

Additionally, this season has
seen the usual flathead, whiting,
wrasse and salmon along with
several kingfish, gummies and
large snapper.

Heath and Tyler enjoying the school
holidays out on the water.

Those planning on heading
out in boats, don’t forget to give
deeper spots a try for whiting
(due to the warmer tempera-
tures).

In regard to offshore tuna,
most know the drill by now - six
hours of trawling and five min-
utes of catching.

As the summer season qui-
etens down, we will reduce our
shop hours and open at 7am on
weekdays along with 6am on
weekends.

Keep an eye on our socials for
updates on times and fishing re-
ports.

Midweek heads to Loch

BOWLS

The midweek bowls crew head-
ed out to the Loch and District
Bowls Club for their new year’s
return on January 9 after a
Christmas break.

Fifty-three players were wel-
comed by Trevor, Pauline and
John whilst Peter worked his
magic with team arrangements.

The morning’s match proved
a treat for competitors, with
mild weather and a straight,
true green.

As the temperature rose
throughout the day, the after-
noons game was shortened from
12 to 10 ends.

The club give their thanks to
Trevor for his work behind the
bar along with Loreen in the
kitchen and Paul.

Winners (on a countback)
with a score of 33: Mark Hanra-
han (S), Brenda Moloney (2),
Stephen Muhi (3) and Dennis

Congratulations to winners of the
first match of the midweek season
(from left): Mark Hanrahan (S), Brenda
Moloney (2), Stephen Muhi (3) and
Dennis Tomlin (L).

Tomlin (L).

Runners up also on 33 points:
Lou Capsalis (L), Amanda
Bozelle (2), Peter Gratton (S) and
Jaye Allen-Dayle (3).

Best one game winners on 20
points: Craig Brown (S), Aggie
Gratton (L), Michael Saunders
(2) and Rob Jeffreys (3).

This week, the club will meet
at Lang Lang.

Island Summer Triples

BOWLS

The Phillip Island Bowling Club
hosted their regular game of
Summer Triples on January 8.

Best last game: Phil Martin,
Bob Carter and Dave Hoffman.

Runners up: Michael
Dady, Terry Floyd and David
Burzacott.

Congratulations to winners:
John Newcombe, John Paterno
and Guilio Marcolongo.

Congratulations to last week’s Summer
Triples winners (from left): John Paterno,
John Newcombe and Guilio Marcolongo.

Juniors take on Jan Juc

SURFING

Congratulations to a host of lo-
cal surfers who placed in the
first round of the Victoria Junior
Surfing Titles at Jan Juc on the
weekend.

Evie Lutz, Lily Bassed, Rye
Cicero, Arch and Dusty Rayner
all finished in the top 4 in their
respective divisions.

In the Under 18 Girls, won
by Ava Holland, Lillian Bassed
finished third, while Rye Cicero
took out second spot behind Jar-
vis Barrow in the Under 18 Boys.

In the Under 16 categories,
Evie Lutz finished fourth in the
girls event, with Arch Rayner
second in the boys.

Dusty Rayner won the Under
14 Boys competition.

Live scores can be found on-

Cowes surfer Evie Lutz finished fourth
in the Under 16 Girls in round 1 of

the Victorian Junior Titles at Jan Juc
on the weekend Photo: Noah Clifford
(Moshxmedia), Surfing Victoria.

line at www.surfingvic.com/live.

The next round is scheduled
for Gunnamatta at the end of
March with Round 3 of the Ju-
nior Titles at Phillip Island on
May 10 and 11.

JUNIOR PRE-SQUAD

Designed for young swimmers transitioning from a learn to swim program.

They must be able to swim 25 metres of 2 or more
strokes without difficulty.

This is NOT a learn to swim program.

Starts Thursday 30th January 2025 4pm to 5pm for 10 weeks. Cost - $185
This includes annual membership and term fees. plus $10 for mandatory
Pl Swim Club cap. The aim of the program is for swimmers to develop
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BOAT SERVICING!! FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY

Phillip Island and San Remo areas
Call 0359 569238 NOW to book in

yyosgzoar

their confidence to progress to our Friday night program.
THE PROGRAM IS EXTREMELY POPULAR AND WITH
ONLY 25 SPACES AVAILABLE IT WILL FILL QUICKLY.
PLEASE CONTACT PHILLIP ISLAND SWIM CLUB TO
REGISTER YOUR NAME AND INTEREST.

swimclub@waterfront.net.au

NOTE: Membership forms will be sent upon
registration of interest and then invoice issued.

6‘ Phillip Island M
Z==""—swimmin

HUGE STACER STOCK RUNOUT

HUGE SAVINGS on all Stacer / Mercury Packages
Runabouts, BowRiders, Tinnies and more IN STOCK NOW!

b 14 BEACH RD, RHYLL PHILLIP ISLAND
clu
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Caiden and Archie celebrate their backstroke results.

SGB kick off championship season in style

SWIMMING

Racing was short and fast at
the Victorian Sprint Champi-
onships hosted at MSAC on
January 11 and 12.

Fifty-three South Gippsland
Bass Swim Club (SGB) com-
petitors sped down the pool,
placing many personal bests
and time improvements.

The scorching tempera-
tures were not a hinderance
and swimmers enjoyed the re-
freshing water.

Competitors who met qual-
ifying times raced in a variety
of over 50m strokes on Sat-
urday and those that finished
within the top 10 returned for
finals on Sunday.

Additionally, two relay teams
in each age group competed on
Saturday to finish off the ses-
sions. Coach Dylan was pleased
with competitors’ efforts.

“We have a busy few weeks
ahead of us and to see them
[competitors] put in such a su-
perb effort over the weekend
was really pleasing.

“They have all been train-
ing hard and it has shown
within their results.

“Everyone from the Ulls
through to the Ul9s put in
some amazing swims and all
supported each other so well
from the sidelines.

“We don’t do relays at oth-
er championships, however
this one we do and the com-
petitors dug deep, putting in a
great effort.”

Results (of competitors
who made finals)

Josie Richer (11): 7th breast-
stroke.

Archie Smyth (12): 1st
freestyle, 1st backstroke, 4th
breaststroke, 1st butterfly.

Emily Croatto (12): 6th
backstroke, 2nd breaststroke.

Levi Jarrett (12): 1st butter-
fly, 1st backstroke, 1st back-
stroke, 1st freestyle.

Rex Brocklesby (13): 4th
backstroke.

Isabella Lynch (13): 4th
breaststroke.

Georgia Perry (13): back-
stroke.

Claudia Croatto (15): 10th
freestyle, 7th backstroke, 6th
breaststroke, 11th butterfly.

Max Brocklesby (15): 11th
butterfly.

Claudia, Lara and Mia get ready to race.

Miah celebrates her Backstroke silver medal alongside Dylan.

Miah Roberts (15): 2nd
backstroke.
Will Simmons (15): 4th

backstroke, 7th freestyle.
Billy Fisher (15): 6th breast-
stroke.

Cormac Flynn (15): 1lth
breaststroke.

Molly Dettbarn (16): 9th
freestyle.

Rahni Matheson (16): 10th
butterfly, 8th backstroke, 2nd
breaststroke, 10th freestyle.

Mostyn Lumsden (17): 9th

backstroke, 50th butterfly.

Trinity O’Keefe (19): 7th
breaststroke.

Ul2 freestyle relay: A Team
5th and B Team 20th.

Ul4 freestyle relay: A Team
11th and B Team 18th.

015 freestyle relay: A Team
8th and B Team 12th.

Swimmers have a short
break this week before they
head to Mildura for the Coun-
try Championships beginning
Saturday January 18.

Island B Grade Sharks victorious against Inverloch

CRICKET

The post-Christmas return
to cricket saw the Island’s B
Grade Sharks head over to
Thompson Reserve, taking on
Inverloch in a one-day match.

The weather was perfect
for cricket, including an im-
maculately prepared turf
wicket.

After Captain Andrew “Tin
Man” Finlayson lost the toss,
the Island were sent to field
under a beaming midday sun.

Timothy McNiven and Jobe
Williams opened the bowling
for the Sharks, beating the bat
multiple times with good pace.

Runs were hard to come
by for the Inverloch openers,
with Jobe striking first with a
wicket in the eighth over.

The same trend continued
throughout the proceeding
overs, with tight bowling and
fielding making it hard for the
Stingrays to score.

Jobe struck again in the
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tenth over before Dave “Dog-
ga” Womersley and Harry
“Yabby” Arceo took over with
the ball.

The pair bowled nicely in
partnership, using the turf
to their advantage and both
snagging crucial wickets.

Inverloch slumped to 5/41
at drinks, with the Island in a
strong position.

Despite a mini fight back
in the back half of the in-
nings from the Stingrays, the
Sharks remained clinical,
with Tarryn “Finchy” Allan
and Loz Ferrari also assisting
with the ball.

After 38 overs, Inverloch
had been bowled out for 101,
a fine bowling and fielding ef-
fort from the Sharks.

Jobe Williams did what he
does best, finishing with 4/13.

Both Dave and Harry also
bowled exceptionally, achiev-
ing identical figures of 3/14
each.

“Big Mac”

Niven also

bowled beautifully, but his
Thompson Reserve curse
struck again, preventing him
from getting a pole.

Chasing 102 for victory,
Connor “Walrus” Epifano and
Max Arceo opened for the
Sharks.

The pair started steadily,
with Rus Epifano doing most
of the heavy lifting scoring
wise.

After Arceo was trapped
LBW, the heavy hitting
Tharidu “T” Asurumuni was
brought to the crease.

Rus and T looked comfort-
able in the middle, scoring
regularly with some expan-
sive shots.

The pair chipped away at
the total setting up the innings
beautifully.

Connor finally fell after
a rapid LBW decision, be-
ing dismissed for a very well
made 47.

T continued on the positive
batting, despite the Sharks

losing two quick wickets with
both Womersley and Ferrari
falling.

At drinks, the Island were
4/83 and still in the box seat.

Tim McNiven joined T at
the crease, with the pair icing
the game for the Sharks.

After a big scoring over in
the 21st, the game was all but
done.

T hit a nice boundary to
bring up the winning runs.

The Sharks finished with a
clinical win - a fantastic way
to kickstart the back end of
the season.

Niven managed four-not-
out, whilst T finished up on 28
off 27 balls - a brilliant chas-
ing effort.

His knock combined with
Connor’s top-score got the job
done for the Sharks who now
move to top of the B1 ladder.

A tough test awaits next
week, with the Sharks taking
on third placed Nerrena at the
Cowes Recreation Reserve.
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10 DUNVEGAN CRESCENT, SURF BEACH

* Historic Homestead with amazing water and
rural views

* Set on an impressive 1956m? (approx.) allotment
with beautifully established gardens

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$1,675,000

25 HOPE WAY, COWES

* Situated in Shearwater Estate, a short walk to
Cowes Golf Club & Silverleaves Beach

* 6.0-star energy rated brick home with open plan
living and large alfresco area

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathroom/2 cars

$920,000

40 CHILLINGWORTH ROAD, COWES

» Situated in a sought-after area on a 1200m?
(approx.) allotment

* Recently renovated kitchen with deck leading
off living area. Fully landscaped and established
gardens

* 4 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/2 cars

$1,495,000

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade

5678 5408

18 BOWSPRIT WAY, KILCUNDA

* Ideally positioned, titled seaside allotment
surrounded by newly built, architecturally
designed homes

* Ocean views and a rural outlook, make this
822m? block a fantastic opportunity to build
your dream home

* An easy walk to the renowned Killy Pub and
General Store!

$540,000

8 BLACKFIN WAY, SAN REMO

* True north views — stunning corner block
overlooking the wetland & Westernport Bay

* You have the best of both worlds with
guaranteed coast and country views forever

* Fenced and ready to build 470m? block, within
walking distance to town

$445,000

www.alexscott.com.au
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