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Phillip Island turned on perfect summer weather for two cruise ships, Seabourn Odyssey and Oceania Regatta, when they arrived last week. Hundreds of passengers disembarked to
enjoy pre-booked tours to the penguins, koalas and island highlights, or to simply stroll the streets of Rhyll and Cowes. Photo: Katrina Lawrence. Turn to page 14 for a full report.

Gang targets local supermarkets

The San Remo and Cowes IGA
supermarkets were targeted by
a gang from Melbourne over the
weekend.

The group, which travelled to
Bass Coast from Melbourne in two
stolen vehicles, also attempted to
break into the IGA in Wonthaggi.

Police confirmed they are inves-
tigating three burglaries on Janu-
ary 15.

“It’s believed approximately
10 offenders have attempted to

force entry to a convenience store
on Graham Street in Wonthaggi
about 2am but were disturbed by
a passer-by,” confirmed a Victoria
Police media spokesperson.

“The offenders have then trav-
elled in two vehicles to a conve-
nience store on Marine Parade
in San Remo where a vehicle was
used to gain entry to the store.

“The offenders then travelled to
a convenience store on Thompson
Avenue in Cowes and another ram

raid was conducted.

“The vehicles are described
as a white Mercedes and a silver
Subaru and are believed to be
stolen. The Mercedes was located
dumped in Springvale last night.
No arrests have been made at this
stage and the investigation is on-
going.

“Anyone with information is
urged to contact Crime Stoppers
on 1800 333 000.”

The owners of the San Remo and

Ray White Phillip Island
56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
5952 2799
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Cowes IGA stores confirmed the
break-ins, saying a sledgehammer
was used to break into the stores.

Konney Behre from the Cow-
es IGA said the gang broke the
store’s front door with a hammer
and kicked the glass in.

She said the thieves seemed to
be focused on cash.

“They kicked in the office door
and tried to open our safe but
couldn’t.

Continued page 10
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Youki (on drums) and Rob with their band, busked outside Woolworths last Thursday, to
help raise funds for a wheelchair accessible car for Rob.

A wheely important fundraiser

Youki Innes and his friends are on a mission,
to get their pal Robert Dogger mobile.

Robis 23 years old and has cerebral palsy and
wants to get a wheelchair accessible vehicle.

His sister Isabella has started a fundraiser to
help Rob achieve his dream.

The page has so far raised almost $2500.

Youki’s band regularly busks around Cowes,
and last Thursday they set up outside Wool-
worths and donated all their earnings from the
session to Rob’s fundraiser.

The group includes support workers Sam
Haycroft and Ian Burke, and of late, all the
proceeds have been going towards Rob’s fun-
draiser.

Rob regularly joins in on percussion and key-
board and according to Isabella, “he does like

to sing a lot”.

Isabella describes her brother as very social,
and said having a car would mean he was able
to venture out further than the local area.

“He enjoys meeting new people, he loves his
music, the theatre and watching sport.

“Having a car will open up his ability to at-
tend these sorts of things and give him more
freedom.

“We have found a lovely car that would be
perfect for him, and now we just need some fi-
nancial help in order to buy it.”

Anyone wanting to help can donate at the Go-
FundMe page: gofund.me/0e80e6b5

Alternatively, go to gofundme.com and
search for “Get Robbie Dogger a wheelchair ac-
cessible vehicle”.
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Cowes and Rhyll connection grows

Bass Coast Shire Council
has announced the second
stage of a pathway to connect
Rhyll to Cowes will start in
February.

Announcing the latest stage
on its website, the council
stated:

“The Cowes to Rhyll Shared
Path project aims to connect
Rhyll to the main township
of Cowes and improve pedes-
trian access in the community.

“These works will provide a
safe, off-road link between the
two areas increasing health
and well-being, reducing ve-
hicle traffic and continued ex-
pansion of our tracks and trails

network.

“The trail will also create a
new nature-based tourism vis-
itor attraction, providing ac-
cess to the unique experience
of walking and cycling in Bass
Coast.”

The project has been incor-
porated into the newly adopted
Track and Trails Strategy and
is split into five key stages.

Stage one linked Oswin
Roberts Reserve to the car-
park, while stage two will link
the Cowes-Rhyll Road to Con-
servation Hill.

The work includes an up-
grade of an 800 metre section
of the boardwalk, widening

paths to shared trails and up-
grading some gravel sections
to concrete.

It is due to start in February
and is expected to be complet-
ed by April.

Further stages included:

Stage 3 - Conservation Hill
to Mcllwraith Road.

Stage 4 - Mcllwraith Road to
Beach Road.

Stage 5 - Redwood Drive to
Coghlan Road.

This project is a collabora-
tion between Phillip Island
Nature Parks and Bass Coast
Shire Council, with details
available at engage.basscoast.
vic.gov.au/cowesrhyllpath

The Cowes to Rhyll Shared Path project aims to connect Rhyll to the main township of Cow-
es and improve pedestrian access in the community, with Stage 2 due to start in February.

A bejewelled sea creature

This looks like a necklace
of purple gems but — accord-
ing to our resident Phillip
Island nature educator Mike
Cleeland - it’s an underwa-
ter organism appropriately
called bluebell.

Reader Jill says she has
been enjoying our occasional
series on weird things found
on the beach and sent in this
photo, found at Cleeland
Bight in mid-November.

“The next day I saw five of
them on San Remo beach,”
she writes.

“Egg cases or something?
Please ask Mike.”

It turns out Mike was
stumped by the purple mass
and had to ask another resi-
dent expert, ranger Graeme
Burgan who solved the mys-
tery.

“It’s a Bluebell Tunicate.
Yes another colonial ascide-

an,” says Mike, the education
officer at Bunurong Coast
Education.

We've featured quite a few
ascideans in recent months,
sac-like marine invertebrate
filter feeders that come in
an extraordinary array of
shapes, colours and sizes.

Mike says this purple as-
cidian has a formal name
Clavelina moluccensis, and
Clavelina means little bottles.

Reader Jill sent in this photo, found at Cleeland Bight, which nature educator Mike
Cleeland said is a bluebell, or Clavelina moluccensis.
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Insurer won't cover coastal homes

An insurance company is refus-
ing to provide cover to Phillip Island
homes close to the water, believed to
be afirst in the island’s history.

In what could be a sign of future
insurance trends, OBrien Real Estate
in Cowes has reported that when they
approached insurance underwriters
Axis - on behalf of body corporate
clients - they were told it was not
available.

On their website, Axis states they
specialise in “high hazard property
risks”.

“We have received notice in writ-
ing they will not be offering future
cover to properties that are deemed
close to water and at a greater risk
of flooding,” said OBrien property
manager Jamie Harvie, adding it was
for homes within about 200m to the
water.

Jamie said the shift in insurance
policy direction was not just lim-
ited to Phillip Island properties, with
homes recently flooded in NSW
“who might want flood cover being
charged $30,000 for flood cover on a
$300,000 property”.

A spokesperson from the Insur-
ance Council of Australia told the
Advertiser climate change was driv-
ing rising sea levels and exacerbating
coastal hazards known as “Actions of
the Sea” such as coastal inundation,

erosion, and recession.

“Coastal inundation, erosion, and
recession are leaving Australian
communities, properties, and critical
infrastructure increasingly vulner-
able,” the spokesperson said.

“Insurance cover for actions of
the sea is generally not available be-
cause of the current risks and will be
further constrained because of the
growing risk from climate change
impacts.”

They said increased protection for
at-risk communities should come
from investing in coastal protection
infrastructure.

“There should also be improved
data collection to understand current
and future risks, and forward-think-
ing land use planning/zoning that
considers current and future actions
of the sea, to determine the long-term
viability of existing communities and
coastal property.

“When it comes to pricing insur-
ance, insurers will use a number
of mechanisms to determine cover,
which is why it’s important to talk to
your insurer and shop around for a
quote that works for you.”

The Advertiser approached other
local real estate agents but was told
most don’t handle insurance issues
for clients.

Alex Scott agent Greg Price said

A walk along Silverleaves beach shows how yearly erosion is eating into
foreshore reserves. This signpost was once in the reserve but is now

loose on the beach.

while they gave “insurance a wide
berth”, he confirmed insurance com-
panies were getting very careful
about insuring vulnerable homes, in-
cluding those at fire risk.

He added while cost of living was
increasing premiums, climate disas-
ters were also adding to local insur-
ance costs.

Retreat

A report commissioned by the In-
surance Council of Australia last
year into impacts of climate change
on insurance found it was not stan-
dard practice for insurers to offer
cover for Actions of the Sea globally.

As events such as tidal inundation,
storm surge and coastal erosion in-

crease in frequency and intensity, “a
growing number of exposed proper-
ties in Australia will become unin-
habitable”, the report says.

“Many communities are at risk
now, as a significant amount of prop-
erty and assets have been built in ex-
posed areas around Australia’s coast.

“We recognise there is considerable
uncertainty about the best way to ad-
dress these risks.”

It estimates Australian governments
will need to invest $30 billion in large
scale coastal protection and adapta-
tion projects over the next 50 years, as
climate change makes coastal com-
munities, property, and infrastructure
increasingly vulnerable.

However, the report finds there are
limits to mitigation and in some cases
planned retreat from coastal hazards
“may be the best long-term commu-
nity option” (see separate story).

Insurance Council CEO Andrew Hall
said there was “an urgent need to open
conversations of possible retreats”.

“The community needs to be in-
formed about the risks at play so
that they can be incorporated into
purchasing decisions, emergency re-
sponse plans or future decisions,” he
said, adding there may be “difficult
decisions about the long-term viabil-
ity of existing communities or prop-
erty” to enable affordable insurance.

Cowes East/Silverleaves showing 2040 (0.2m sea level rise) scenario.

There has been a spike in the num-
ber of planning permits for new
homes being rejected, following a
stricter threshold on predicted sea
level rise inundation.

And many property owners will be
unable to develop their land in the fu-
ture in the wake of the new threshold,
warn planners.

One source told the Advertiser
“people are still spending millions of
dollars on homes in flood-risk areas
on Phillip Island thinking someone
will bail them out in the future”.

Last year the Victorian government
amended all planning schemes to re-

quire planning for sea level rise of
not less than 0.8 metres by 2100, an
increase on the previous 0.2 metres
by 2040.

Bass Coast Shire planning manag-
er Donna Taylor said the result of the
new threshold saw four applications
refused in six months in Bass Coast,
with Melbourne Water having the
power to veto a permit application.

“It has been unusual for applica-
tions to be objected to by Melbourne
Water as we have generally come to a
solution involving the floor levels of
the dwelling to be raised to an accept-
able level,” Ms Taylor said.

Cowes East/Silverleaves showing 2100 (0.8m sea level rise) scenario. Many property owners will
be unable to develop their land in the future in the wake of the new threshold, warn planners.

Risk of sea level rise vetos planning permits

“We now understand Melbourne
Water is applying a higher standard
for assessment of inundation risk.”

Mayor Michael Whelan said the
implications of this change were sig-
nificant.

“Many property owners will poten-
tially be unable to develop on land in
residential areas,” Cr Whelan said.

While Cr Whelan led the push for
council to declare a climate emer-
gency, and is chair of the Southeast
Councils Climate Change Alliance,
he said the new threshold was “imple-
mented quickly, with little consulta-
tion with local government”.

“While council supports efforts
to address sea level rise, implemen-
tation of such a significant change
requires each town to be addressed
holistically, rather than one planning
application at a time.”

He said all levels of government
needed to work together to ensure
consistency.

Ms Taylor agreed, saying the risk
was every council was now required
to fund, develop and deliver their own
flooding amendments, and inconsis-
tent approaches “could result in very
different outcomes across the state”.

“State government intervention is

required to provide clarity on current
requirements, provide certainty on
future development and commence a
rolling program of review and adjust-
ment to planning schemes as the sci-
ence changes — similar to the state’s
role in bushfire planning,” she said.
Melbourne Water advised anyone
seeking flood level information for
a property — either buying or selling
- can request a flood level certificate
or a property information statement,
and these documents may be includ-
edin a vendor statement or Section 32
certificate for any property for sale.

Reserve land for residents forced to flee their homes

Land should be set aside in Bass
Coast so property owners forced
from their homes by sea level rises
can move to safe ground, according
to a state government department
recommendation.

In its submission to the govern-
ment’s Distinctive Areas and Land-
scapes (DAL) project, which will be
heard by a planning committee in
March, The Department of Environ-
ment, Land, Water and Planning
(DELWP) said coastal resilience was
“becoming increasingly important in
strategic planning around the Victo-
rian coast”.

The submission requests the town
boundary of Inverloch be increased
to allow for coastal retreat.

This has led to a call by peak resi-
dent body Island Voice for this policy
to be applied to all coastal communi-
ties at threat from rising seas.

“We request that the boundary of
Inverloch township be reconsidered
with specific controls relating to
coastal retreat,” the DELWP submis-
sion states.

“Should the settlement boundary
be expanded some land should be

preserved specifically to respond to
retreat from coastal hazards, and
not open to development for general
population growth of the town, which
would put further pressure on coastal
areas.”

DELWP says the escalation of ero-
sion around Inverloch over the last 10
years “pushes this issue to the fore-
front for Bass Coast”.

A Region Coastal Hazard Assess-
ment identified areas of the coast
between Cape Paterson and Cape
Liptrap likely to be impacted by inun-
dation and erosion driven by increas-
es in severity of weather conditions
including storms, waves, wind, tides
and climate change sea level rises be-
tween 0.2 and 1.4m.

“It is likely in some areas retreat of
infrastructure and private property
will need to be considered in future
medium and long term strategic plan-
ning.

“The retention of the settlement
boundary does not allow consider-
ation of land which can be set aside
specifically to respond to coastal re-
treat — such as land to allow reloca-
tion of private assets within hazard

A 360-metre rock wall between Rose Avenue and Coghlan Road and eight
timber groynes was built last year at a total cost of $3.35 million, as de-
fence against increasing erosion (pictured). A report says the cost of mitiga-
tion against sea level rise “often exceeds the economic value of individual

assets protected”.

zones, or land swap/buy back should
coastal retreat be pursued.”

Island Voice spokeswoman Linda
Marston asked why does DELWP
only recommend leaving areas with-
in the town boundary for retreating
from sea rise for Inverloch?

“Surely that should be the case for
all coastal communities?” she said.

A shire source suggested the reason
DELWP recommended retreat for In-
verloch alone was because they had
only recently completed the coastal
hazard assessment for that area.

Costly

The cost of mitigation against sea
level rise “often exceeds the economic

THE ADVERTISER

value of individual assets protected”
(over the asset life), according to a re-
port commissioned by the Insurance
Council of Australia last year into im-
pacts of climate change on insurance
(see separate article).

The 360-metre wall and walk be-
tween Rose Avenue and Coghlan
Road and eight timber groynes —built
as erosion defence last year — had a
total cost of $3.35 million.

The report said seawall defence
works at Collaroy/Narrabeen in Syd-
ney cost an average $230,000 per
property, paid by property owners.

“Property protection at this cost is
unaffordable to many in less presti-
gious areas,” the report said.

In the UK, during the last 20 years,
34 homes have crumbled into the
water in the town of Happisburgh be-
cause of coastal erosion.

Authorities tried erecting wooden
and concrete defences, but they fell
into disrepair as the cost of main-
taining them rose and so the local
council paid £3.2 million to purchase
the most at-risk homes for a reduced
price in 2011, helping some people
move further inland.
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Signs at the Aldi carpark in Cowes clearly state two hour

parking.

Has the council’s new sensor
parking system created a new park-
ing issue?

According to some local residents,
the new sensor parking system is
just moving the parking issues to a
new location.

The $377,000 sensor project has
seen 506 underground sensors in-
stalled: 375 in on-street bays on
Thompson Avenue, Chapel Street
and The Esplanade; and 123 off-
street bays at the Cowes Transit
Centre; as well as 262 in Wonthaggi.

The “Bass Coast Parking” guid-
ance mobile app — which will help
drivers find an available bay - is
also now active and available to
download for free.

Electronic signs — on Thomp-
son Avenue on Church and Chapel
streets — have been installed to alert
drivers to the direction of and dis-
tance to available car parking.

The new system also notifies
parking offices when vehicles have
overstayed the time limit.

To avoid a possible fine from the
sensor parking bays, locals say peo-
ple are now parking in supermarket
carparks and residential streets.

Last week, Trish Van Loon wrote to
The Advertiser calling on the Coun-
cil to rethink the new parking strate-
gy, saying “visitors are now parking
in the supermarket car parks where

there are no restrictions”.

“The elderly and disabled now
cannot find a parking spot close to
where they shop,” she said.

On New Year’s Eve another elderly
resident told The Advertiser they
were unable to go shopping, as the
two supermarket car parks were full.

“Obviously, beach goers had beat-
en us to the punch,” he said.

“With further subdivisions al-
ready approved, I shudder to think
of the parking problems in a year or
two time.”

Another resident said they had
visited the supermarket expecting
it to be as full as the carpark, only
to find few customers inside.

Supermarket parking

The carparks for two of the three
major supermarkets in Cowes — Aldi
and Woolworths - have restricted
parking.

Aldi’s carpark entry clearly states
a two-hour time limit, while the car-
park at Woolworths has two-hour
limit signs displayed. There are no
obvious parking limits displayed at
the Coles carpark.

According to residents, the ex-
tended parking limits — compared
to one hour or less along most of
Thompson Avenue - is tempting for
many drivers.

However a spokesperson from

There are no visible time limit signs in the Coles carpark.

Woolworths Media said the Cowes
store was not aware of any additional
parking issues, but noted it was fairly
busy over the Christmas period.

The spokesperson said it would be
hard to know if that was the regular
seasonal trend with holiday mak-
ers, or whether it related to the new
parking system.

The carpark is managed by the
landlord for the shopping complex
(Retpro).

A spokesperson for the Cowes
Shopping Centre management said
no complaints had been received
from customers about the carpark,
and none of the retailers in the cen-
tre had raised any concerns.

“We will monitor the carpark how-
ever, and ensure customers have
access to ample carparking should
any issues or concerns arise.”

Aldi and Coles were both contact-
ed for comment. Neither responded
by our deadline.

Bass Coast Shire Council said
it was aware “increased visitation
to our municipality over the peak
summer period can create addi-
tional parking congestion in mul-
tiple areas as well as supermarket
carparks”.

“This occurs every summer holi-
day period,” a Council spokesper-
son said.

“We conduct regular patrols in

Woolworths has three or four small two-hour parking signs

displayed through the supermarket car park.

Parking complaints continue

known areas of congestion.

“As supermarket carparks are pri-
vately owned, they do not fall under
the same parking restrictions for
timed areas as the Council provided
parking areas to the community.

“Private carparks determine their
own timed parking restrictions,
these are usually signed at the en-
trance to, and within the car park.”

As the carparks are privately
owned, Council said it didn’t have
jurisdiction over them, unless there
is an agreement in place with the
landowner.

“A supermarket has the choice to
enter into a private parking agree-
ment with Council and agree to
have the correct parking signage
installed.

“This parking agreement will al-
low Council to legally enforce and
conduct regular parking patrols and
enforce time restrictions, to allow for
better customer turnover and acces-
sibility for the community.”

Council said it currently had such
an agreement in place with Aldi in
Cowes.

The spokesperson also pointed
out that every supermarket carpark
provided accessible parking for the
whole community, which didn’t fall
under council parking regulations.

Council also advised that some
supermarkets used private parking

contractors to patrol and enforce
time restrictions.

App

Bass Coast Shire Council has de-
fended its new parking app, after
residents complained it was diffi-
cult to use, or “useless”.

Linda Marston from Island Voice
downloaded the app as soon as it
was available but said using it was
not a positive experience.

“The refresh rate is so slow and
you definitely need a second person
in the car to keep poking it,” Linda
said.

“If you are a solo driver it’s a night-
mare, especially because you're not
meant to be touching the phone.

“I think we have bought a poor
imitation of what is found in Mel-
bourne, a $2 shop version.”

However Council said the app
has been available to the public
for approximately four weeks and
Council haven’t received any feed-
back as yet.

“Since going live we have not no-
ticed or been made aware of any
issues with the app,” the council
spokesperson said.

Anyone experiencing issues with
the new app is advised to email
basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au.

“This can be used to report issues
or gain support.”

Coastal towns should be plan-
ning for a sea level rise of 1.2 me-
tres by 2100, which is much higher
than Bass Coast’s current 0.8 me-
tres by 2100.

An article in The Age newspaper
on the weekend voiced state-wide
coastal council fears that planning
guidance is outdated and inad-
equate — based on 2008 projections
for sea level rise (0.8m), rather than
latest science (1.2m) — which will
lead to growing threats to homes
and infrastructure.

Councils said the Victorian gov-

ernment expected them to plan for
at least 15 years of growth but did
not provide best guidance on man-
aging risks.

“Regional planning departments
are completely slammed with
growth and development whilst
trying to manage a growing risk
portfolio in coastal hazards,” one
South Gippsland councillor told
The Age.

The article highlights that South
Gippsland Shire has just released
a discussion paper that proposes
scrapping urban growth at Ve-

nus Bay, Waratah Bay and Sandy
Point. Sandy Point would flood un-
der the forecast 0.8 metre sea level
rise.

At Port Fairy, Moyne Shire Coun-
cil proposed factoring in sea level
rises of 1.2 metres by 2100. Many
resident submissions objected to
the proposal, citing loss of prop-
erty values or increased insurance.
A planning panel opposed the pro-
posal but that shire’s CEO said the
state government hadn’t provided
clear planning guidance and they
wanted to see controls aligned by

Better planning needed for unnatural disasters

climate science.

The article quoted the chairman
of the state-funded Victorian Ma-
rine and Coastal Council, Antho-
ny Boxshall, who said it was time
Victoria discussed retreat: moving
towns or homes, businesses and
other infrastructure.

Experts said it was too costly to
keep trying to defend the coast.

University of Melbourne geomor-
phologist Professor David Ken-
nedy — who led a three-year drone
research project examining Cowes
east beach erosion - said fixes such

as seawalls and groynes interfered
with natural sand movement and
started a domino effect.

“The biggest issue with coastal
management is sand movement
and the response is generally to
stick a wall in,” Professor Kennedy
told the Advertiser last year.

“The general rule with a rock
wall is that you double the erosion
effect at the end of the wall by a few
metres.

“But once you armour the coast it
reduces the beach’s natural ability
to adjust.”
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Third - hopefully final — annual
Covid hit to Nature Parks

For the third year, Phillip Island
Nature Parks’ annual report has re-
vealed a financial hit from the pan-
demic to its bottom line, with a $5.2
million deficit.

There was a silver lining, however,
with the net cash flow loss $1.3 mil-
lion less than the previous year.

Visitation improved with 415,130
paid visitors, a 30 per cent increase
compared with 2020-21.

And in another boost, retail ser-
vices had a 49 per cent increase in
revenue compared with the prior
year, while total tourism revenue was
62 per cent greater than 2020-21 but
about half of that of 2019-20.

The 2021-22 report said the Victo-
rian government continued to prop
up Nature Parks’ coffers, with $1.5
million funding support, following
$4.4 million for each of the previous
two years.

“The Nature Parks received com-
mitment from the government to sup-
port the Nature Parks throughout the
crisis and through recovery until No-
vember 2023.

“To ensure the Nature Parks’ ongo-
ing financial sustainability, all non-
critical expenditure was limited, and
non-essential priorities deferred.

“The Board has formed the view
that the Nature Parks can continue
as a going concern.”

Last week Nature Parks CEO Cath-
erine Basterfield told the Advertiser
despite a boom in summer visitation
(see story, page 6), she envisaged gov-
ernment support would be ongoing,
especially cash for infrastructure
maintenance.

“Until our cash supply builds back
up we will need government support.
We will reassess at the end of sum-
mer but it will be at least through to
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Phillip Island Nature Parks CEO Catherine Basterfield has predicted the
organisation’s “biggest challenge” will be ensuring enough staff to support
visitation growth, reassuring there will be no further redundancies. But
until PINP’s cash supply builds back up “we will need government support”.

November this year,” Catherine said.

Redundancies

Following several years of redun-
dancies, Nature Parks in 2021-22 had
170 staff, compared to 260 in 2017
(184 in ‘19-20).

Catherine said while staff on short-
term contracts were let go at the out-
set of the pandemic, PINP only had
one round of redundancies for 10
staff in June 2022, with two staff tak-
ing on other roles in the organisation.

And she predicted the organisa-
tion’s “biggest challenge” would be
ensuring enough staff to support visi-
tation growth, “planning and assess-

ing” as tourist numbers rebound and
reassuring there would be no further
redundancies.

In 2021-22, there were 12 consul-
tancies where fees were $10,000 or
greater, totalling $300,000, includ-
ing $99,000 to Ernst and Young for a
business case development.

There were five consultancies
with fees less than $10,000, totalling
$21,900.

Nature Parks uses a Melbourne PR
firm for the majority of their media
releases and enquiries — the same
firm used by Bass Coast Shire — but
the cost for this is not disclosed in the
annual report because they are con-

sidered a contractor not a consultant.

Wildlife

There was a record 5219 little pen-
guins ashore in one night in April last
year — the highest number recorded
since counting began in 1968.

The regular five-year census of the
penguin population on the Summer-
land Peninsula revealed it had grown
from 32,000 to 40,000, with the first
estimates in 1984 suggesting there
were about 12,000 breeding pen-
guins.

The Koala Conservation Reserve
had 17 resident koalas across the
year, compared to 24 in 2019.

Catherine said their koalas were an
“ageing population” and they would
work with Zoos Victoria and Parks
Victoria to improve breeding success
or take on koalas needing high care.

While the annual report does not
highlight koala numbers in the wild,
with less than 30 estimated around
the island in 2019, Catherine said
they now estimated about 10-15 in
the wild.

Last year citizen scientists from 15
countries around the world counted
165,514 seals at Seal Rocks from on-
line images, while researchers found
23 seals with entanglements or scars,
with most entangled in fishing lines.

The breeding success of the vul-
nerable Hooded Plover was excellent
with the second-highest number of
fledglings in 30 years of monitoring:
19 breeding pairs laid 70 eggs, pro-
ducing 25 chicks.

Phillip Island is now home to the
largest wild population of eastern
barred bandicoots, which resulted
in the status of the species being im-
proved from critically endangered to
endangered in Victoria.

The Victorian Government is making it easier for families to find a
three and four-year old kinder learning program they can count on.

LEDBY A
QUALIFIED
TEACHER

The Kinder Tick
recognises kinder
programs that are led
by a qualified teacher.

LOOK
FOR THE
KINDER
TICK

£y

KINDERGARTEN

Victorian Government Approved

PLAY-BASED

LEARNING PROGRAM
It highlights kindergartens and

long day care centres that

offer play-based programs to
help children learn and grow,

before they start school.
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Two breeding pairs of bush stone-
curlews at the Koala Conservation
Reserve will be released to the wild
in coming years.

The annual shearwater rescue re-
covered 409 birds off the roads, relo-
cated back to the colony.

Greening

The first evidence of a fox on Phillip
Island in seven years was confirmed,
with rangers and conservation dogs,
locating and removing it; while 76 fe-
ral cats were caught.

More than $4 million was invested
in conservation and research, with
staff revegetating 14 hectares of habi-
tat with 14,000 plants, and Barb Mar-
tin Bushbank propagating 610,000
plants.

About 260 volunteers contributed
15,081 hours of work.

Nature Parks continued to contract
renewable energy, to meet their tar-
get of 50 per cent reduction in carbon
emissions by this year and carbon
neutrality by 2030.

Meanwhile 80 per cent of retail
products have sustainable packag-
ing and single-use plastics have been
removed from all retail spaces and
packaging, with about 40 per cent of
menu ingredients sourced locally.

Nature Parks
Covid visitor snapshot

Annual total visitors

2019-20 745,641
2020-21 317,589
2021-22 415,130

FUNDED AND

APPROVED BY
THE VICTORIAN

GOVERNMENT

It also identifies
services that are
approved for Victorian
Government funding.

Find out more at vic.gov.au/kindertick
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State
Government
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Residents of Shoalhaven Estate are still waiting for their promised wetlands, after origi-
nally raising concerns about the lack of progress on the project back in 2014.

“Nobody is accountable”

A resident of Shoalhaven Estate said the on-
going saga of the wetlands construction on the
estate is “absolutely frustrating”.

“Nobody is accountable,” Roy Brooks said.

“Our island council representative who
proudly boasts ‘if you have a problem, please
contact me’ has previously been indifferent to
this issue, stating ‘what can I do’.”

Roy is so fed up with the lack of progress on
the wetlands, and the lack of response from
council that he said he is seriously considering
leaving the island altogether.

In November last year, residents again com-
plained about the state of the site.

Despite reassurances from Melbourne Wa-
ter and Bass Coast Shire Council that it was
properly secured, the temporary fencing was
broken, the site was overgrown and there ap-
peared to be very little progress made on the
wetlands construction.

As of last week, the site was still not secure-
ly fenced, there was rubbish dumped beside
the fencing and large patches remained over-
grown, due to high numbers of nesting birds.

The surrounding streets were covered in
bird poo. When asked why the site still had not
been properly secured and work hadn’t recom-
menced on the wetlands, authorities seemed
unable or unwilling to take responsibility for
the ongoing breaches and delays.

A Melbourne Water spokesperson said the
wetlands were being completed by a developer
as part of the estate development.

“Maintenance of fencing, rubbish and grass
are part of the development’s permit that was
issued by the local council,” the spokesperson
said.

“The responsibility for construction fenc-
ing, grass maintenance and rubbish remains
with the developer and its contractor under the
Council-issued permit.

“Melbourne Water has requested, however,
that the developer addresses these issues.”

The spokesperson said Melbourne Water
would become the land manager of the wet-
lands once it was completed, and they would
not be commenting further on the issue.

Bass Coast Shire Council said it was aware of
the breaks in the temporary fencing.

“It will be reinstated today (January 13) by the
developer’s contractor,” a spokesperson said.

“Officers will undertake inspections to en-
sure this is completed.

“The landscaping in the wetland reserve is
now expected to be recommenced in April due

The residents have again endured the nest-
ing birds for months, with adjacent streets
and houses covered with bird poo.

to dry weather conditions.
“This is to ensure the plantings have the best
possible chance of survival.”

History of failure

Residents of the estate first raised concerns
about the failure of the developer to deliver the
promised wetlands back in 2014.

Five years later, by late 2019 as residents’
complaints grew louder, Council confirmed the
developer had advised the “the works will be
completed this summer”, however the wetlands
failed to materialise.

In February 2020, a similar promise to have
landscaping work done in April and the works
completed, didn’t happen.

In August 2021, work was halted on the wet-
lands site due to nesting sea birds in the area,
with a council spokesperson advising in No-
vember 2021 that once the birds had moved on,
the contractor would recommence work.

In January 2022, another promise was made
that work would be underway shortly, with the
wetland due to be finished by mid-January.

By November last year, residents were again
contacting council about ongoing issues with
the birds and the state of the site, as another
year rolled by without the promised wetlands
being completed.

Over the years, failure to complete the wet-
lands project has been blamed on drought con-
ditions, unseasonal heavy rain, lack of expert
contractors and the nesting sea birds.

Here’s hoping that 2023 will be the year when
the wetlands is finally delivered.

Dental Teeth
Emergency Whitening
Available FREE HOME KIT
Check and Wisdom Teeth
Clean FREE

$199 CONSULTATION

9 Shop 3,209-213 Settlement Rd, Cowes

A bellen Gige sty wilk a4 beauligul smile
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@ www.phillipislanddental.com.au
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Penguin Parade
summer boom

The Penguin Parade was
sold out for 19 nights in a row
over summer, a post-pandem-
ic record.

Nights from December 23
to January 10 were sold out
in advance to a seating ca-
pacity of 2500 visitors, with
subsequent days selling close
to that number.

It is a major turning point
for the parade, which was
closed throughout the past
three years and when open
was at a reduced capacity,
with 100 visitors at the low-
est capacity and up to 1000
people pre-December 2021.

Phillip Island Nature Parks’
CEO Catherine Basterfield
said it signalled the tourist
attraction was getting back
to business as usual.

“We are coming out of a re-
ally rough period and every-
thing is looking very optimis-
tic for 2023,” she said.

“We currently have about
25 per cent of visitors who are
international and 75 per cent
domestic. Pre-Covid those fig-
ures were basically in reverse.

“So we have a lot of oppor-
tunity for growth in off peak
and shoulder season.”

Catherine said China repre-
sented 30 per cent of visitors
pre-Covid.

“I don’t know when we can
expect Chinese numbers to
bounce back, possibly six to
12 months.

“It took eight months for
the rest of our international

visitors to come back when
borders opened, with the first

wave friends and relatives.”

PINP CEO Catherine Basterfield said things were looking
“very optimistic for 2023”, after the Penguin Parade sold out
for 19 nights in a row over summer, a post-pandemic record.

She added visitation would
not be as “reliant on China” with
growth markets coming from
India, Malaysia and Singapore.

Catherine said Nature
Parks management had set a
new seating limit of 2500 in
April last year, below the pre-
pandemic limit of 3800 (tide
dependent).

“We made an assessment
around the amount of seating
that would fit visitors and the
impact on their experience at
the height of capacity and at
2500 the stands are full and
everyone has a good view,”
she said.

“It’s also a capacity that is
financially sustainable. There
weren’t many times in the
year we were getting to 3800.”

Pandemic hit

Last week Nature Parks re-
leased its long-awaited 2021-
22 annual report.

Figures show while PINP
attractions were closed
for a fifth of the year -
and when opened operated
with reduced capacity -
they achieved 415,130
paid visitors, a 30 per cent
increase compared with
2020-21.

Before the pandemic, in-
ternational tourists made
up more than half of visitor
numbers. When operations
returned to full service, do-
mestic tourists made up the
chunk of paid visitation, with
a 16 per cent increase com-
pared to 2018-19.

“The Nature Parks is fo-
cused on maintaining the
domestic market growth
achieved in 2021-22 which
will be complemented by a
returning international tour-
ism market in the years to
come,” the report says.

First hint Nature Parks will
boost wildlife rescues

Phillip Island Nature Parks
will look at ways to provide
more help for Phillip Island’s
only volunteer wildlife shelter
operator.

Late last year volunteer op-
erator Colleen Gilbee said the
local wildlife death toll was
taking an increasing financial
and emotional toll.

Since 2000 Colleen has
helped more than 3000 ani-
mals annually, and since 2019
has run Wildlife Rescue and
Rehabilitation Shelter Phillip
Island and Bass Coast.

It costs her thousands of
dollars every year out of her
own pocket, with about 70
per cent of animals especially
after hours needing to be eu-
thanised because of the extent
of their injuries.

But in an interview with the
Advertiser last week, PINP
CEO Catherine Basterfield
said in the next month they
would review how to provide
more help through their wild-
life rescue and rehabilitation
centre, which operates 7.30am
- 4pm seven days a week.

“We are not in a position to
add more financial resources
given our financial results
(posting a $5.2 million defi-
cit),” Catherine said.

“But what we are commit-
ted to do is work with Wildlife
Victoria and volunteer res-
cuers to make sure what re-
sources we do have are used
in the best way.

“Over the next month we
will look at ways to improve
our services with the resourc-
es we have got so we can pro-
vide better services and sup-
port carers.”

While volunteer wildlife rescuer Colleen Gilbee helps about
3000 animals annually, in her own time and with funds from
her own pocket, Nature Parks’ wildlife clinic team responded
to about 1910 calls in the past year. There is a growing ur-
gency for PINP to provide more help to the volunteer rescuer.

According to PINP’s 2021-
22 annual report, the wild-
life clinic team worked with
Wildlife Victoria to respond
to about 1910 calls for wildlife
rescues and advice.

They cared for 79 little pen-
guins (71 in 2020-21) and res-
cued and cared for 155 other
native animals from 65 differ-
ent species (550 in 2020-2021).

Election

Candidates for Bass in the
lead up to the election were
asked a public question in
early November about the
need for wildlife support.

“There is no dedicated 24-
hour wildlife shelter and more

support is needed for volun-
teer wildlife rescuers. What
would you do to rectify this
situation?” the questioner
asked.

Both the Liberals Aaron
Brown and Nationals Brett
Tessari agreed the program
needed to be funded, while
the ALP’s Jordan Crugnale
said she was happy to look at
other funding options.

Independent candidate Jeni
Jobe said there was a conflict
between tourism and wildlife
safety and said she would 100
per cent support a 24-hour
wildlife rescue service.

“Why don’t we have it in
place already,” Jeni said.



No “cookie cutter Melbourne
development™ survey

Towns are already at capaci-
ty and any new housing should
be in Wonthaggi and not Phil-
lip Island, according to a sur-
vey of Bass Coast residents.

The shire survey found the
majority of respondents said
buildings should be no taller
than two-storeys, while a few
supported taller buildings
along the foreshore if stepped
back.

The survey found most
people believed existing town-
ship boundaries should not be
extended and any new devel-
opments would further strain
existing services and infra-
structure.

The majority of responses
(67 per cent) felt that new resi-
dential development has had a
negative impact on the charac-
ter of their neighbourhoods.

Respondents ~ commented
they didn’t “want cookie cutter
Melbourne style development”
and some said they were con-
cerned about the impact of
traffic and car parking from
an increased population.

The survey in August last
year was part of feedback into
the shire’s Housing Strategy
and Neighbourhood Charac-
ter Study and included written
submissions, pop up events
and online feedback, with 344
written responses and more
than 1500 people providing
general feedback.

Survey respondents agreed
the environment was a key
priority, with planting of trees

frequently referred to as an
important characteristic of
neighbourhoods.

“Community feedback sug-
gested that environmental val-
ues and landscape character
should be prioritised over new
housing and built form,” the
report said.

“The small village feel and
coastal setting of townships
is highly valued by residents.
It’s what makes Bass Coast
unique, and attracts people to
live, work and visit.”

Others agreed there should
be less concrete and more nat-
ural materials on buildings.

Next

The Neighbourhood Charac-
ter Study will ensure new resi-
dential development is sympa-
thetic to local character and is
managed in a way that reflects
community values, ensuring
high quality design.

The Housing Strategy will
manage population growth,
with Bass Coast Shire, like
all councils, required by the
Victorian government to plan
for 15 years of housing supply.
According to a shire strategy,
Bass Coast will need to accom-
modate 10,000 new houses by
2036.

The study and strategy are
running in parallel to the state
government’s Distinctive Ar-
eas and Landscapes (DAL)
project, to guide future plan-
ning in Bass Coast, which
found similar responses from

Top 10 housing
concerns

1. Overdevelopment

2. Township boundary
expansion

3. Loss of coastal/small
village feel

4. Sustainability and envi-
ronmental protection

5. Infrastructure and
services

6. Small-lot subdivision

7. Tree and vegetation
removal

8. Impact of development
on wildlife

9. Dominance/scale of new
buildings
10. Location-specific devel-
opment

Source: Bass Coast Shire

residents during its three years
of consultation.

The DAL will be heard by a
planning committee in March
before coming into planning
law.

Depending on the outcome
of the DAL, the next phase of
consultation on the study and
strategy will be later this year
with final documents released
in 2024.

Details: www.engage.bass-
coast.vic.gov.au/neighbour-
hoodcharacterhousing

Tiny homes “only option”

to housing crisis

There’s a growing push to
resolve affordable housing and
worker shortages on Phillip Is-
land by easing Bass Coast Shire
planning rules, allowing tiny
homes for permanent living.

In a proposed two-year trial,
set to start this year, the Surf
Coast Shire Council will allow
people to live in mobile tiny
homes following a local law
revision.

At the end of last year West-
ern Australia’s Shire of Esper-
ance was the first local council
in Australia to approve a tiny
house planning policy for per-
manent living.

Tiny homes don’t feature in
Bass Coast Shire’s planning
scheme and in a complex set
of rules, how a tiny home is
defined impacts on whether or
not it will require a planning
permit.

If, for example, a tiny home
is considered as a dwelling or
second dwelling — and features
toilet and kitchen facilities — a
permit is required, while an
overlay such as bushfire or
environmental may trigger the
need for a permit.

But tiny homes defined as
a dependent person’s unit are
frequently exempt.

A shire spokesperson last
week told the Advertiser it was
open to the idea.

“Bass Coast and Surf Coast
experience similar issues with
affordable housing, housing af-
fordability and key worker ac-
commodation; as such council
will be following the Surf Coast
tiny homes trial with a great
deal of interest,” they said.

They said until then, council
would continue to develop its
social housing strategy that
will provide advice on how
council can use the planning
scheme, local laws and advo-
cacy to encourage affordable
housing.

“I honestly believe it’s the only option to alleviate the housing
crisis,” says Philip Batty, who has himself couch surfed for a
roof over his head and now runs a tiny home building business.

Couch surfing

Philip Batty, who grew up on
the island, has the perfect so-
lution to the housing shortage.

In December 2021 Philip
started his tiny home busi-
ness, working from a shed in
the Cowes industrial area.

“I honestly believe it’s the
only option to alleviate the
housing crisis,” Philip said.

“I think it’s a really progres-
sive and positive thing to trial.
When professionals like teach-
ers and nurses can’t afford to
live in places then something
needs to change.

“The fastest growing home-
less demographic are women
aged over 55. But there are
also families and many other
people facing similar situa-
tions, living in cars, caravans
or even tents.”

The father-of-two knows
firstthand the challenges of
homelessness.

He moved back to the island
in 2021 and stayed at friends,
also living in a caravan at his
family’s property.

“After a year of homeless-
ness and couch-surfing it

made me realise the need for
a different type of living,” says
Philip, who went to Cowes Pri-
mary and Newhaven College,
and whose father John and
sister Jo still live on the island.
“I have lived through it and
it’s really, really hard.
“If I had a tiny home at the
time, I would have lived in it.”
Tiny houses on wheels are
commonly treated as caravans,
where occupation is limited to
a few days to a few months.
But unlike caravans they are
designed and built with resi-
dential building materials and
construction practices.
Having completed his first
tiny home, measuring just
6.5m long, 24m wide and
4.15m high, Philip says his fo-
cus is now to create one-bed-
room tiny homes in the afford-
able $40,000-range, which are
also environmentally friendly.
“I want to make affordable
living for people who have not
a lot, maybe a spot in a cara-
van park or a friend with land.
“It’s so much nicer than liv-
ing in a caravan. Much more
cosy, comfortable and secure.”

Phillip Island Dance Studio finished off 2022 with two performances at Wonthaggi Arts
Centre. Enrolments are now open for 2023 classes, which start in February.

Time to start dancing ... again

Phillip Island Dance Studio finished off
2022 with two performances at Wonthaggi
Arts Centre.

The shows included a Mary Poppins story
ballet and choreography works of energetic
Jazz and moving contemporary and lyrical
pieces.

As always, the ever-popular preschool class
delighted the audiences, this year performing
as dolls and tin soldiers.

It was a wonderful end to the year and
great way to celebrate being opened for four
full terms, after the disruptions of Covid. The
hard work of the students showed through
their technical improvement and beautiful
dance quality, musicality and joyous smiles
at performing on stage.

Classes resume
Classes for 2023 start in February and en-

rolments are now open.

Phillip Island Dance Studio offers a range
of classes starting with a specially designed
preschool program from 18 months, through
to adult dance and a new Over 55s dance
movement class.

Classes include jazz, contemporary and
lyrical dance as well as classical ballet with
a pre pointe and pointe program for school
aged students.

The school offers fun and creative classes
with qualified dance tuition that focuses on
age appropriate and safe dance practices for
both recreational and students wanting to
pursue dance vocationally.

Classes resume February 6 in Cowes. For
more information about trial classes contact
phillipislanddancestudio@gmail.com.
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After the paralysis, the gratitude

Cowes’ resident Steve Barber
guides his wheelchair to show off the
posh new kitchen accessories, spe-
cially designed for his paraplegia.

An oven door that swings to the
right, pantry shelves with pull-out
drawers and an induction stove to
avoid burns.

After one year in his new unit —
which was built largely through
community fundraising and labour
- the 66-year-old says every day he
continues to be grateful.

“I'm so blessed how everyone
came together and built this for me.
I still wake up every day and appre-
ciate what has been done for me by
the community,” Steve says.

“The one thing I wanted to be able
to do was cook. I love to cook. My
signature dish is chicken and mush-
room fettucine.

“I'm very, very privileged to have
a wonderful group of carers who
look after me.”

Given the positivity and gratitude
you wouldn’t know that this time
two years ago Steve was recovering
from surgery, following “excruciat-
ing” back pain that caused perma-
nent paralysis of his legs.

Put bluntly, it’s amazing Steve is
here.

Steve and his now ex-partner Deb
bought a house in Cowes 22 years
ago, moving here a decade ago,
where Deb worked in ticketing for
Nature Parks and Steve worked as
a cleaner at the CYC, while the cou-
ple both volunteered at the Vietnam
Veterans Museum.

Around that same time Steve suf-
fered a stroke, having to re-learn to
walk, talk and function.

It turned out those skills came in
handy in 2020.

Steve says it all started with a
sore back, which worsened over two
months. Medical tests locally found
no cause and he was sent home with
painkillers.

Deb, who is now one of his carers,
says she “knew something was re-
ally wrong”.

“Steve is a really tough fellow,”
Deb says.

Critical

One morning Steve says he was
walking to the toilet when he sud-
denly couldn’t feel his legs and he
managed to get on to his bed and
phone for help.

With the help of two ambulances,
two fire trucks and paramedics,
Steve was taken to Frankston Hos-
pital, who sent him straight to the
Alfred where an MRI showed he

Steve Barber and his ex-partner Deb, who is now one of his carers, in the self-contained unit built thanks to
the support and generosity of the local community.

needed immediate surgery.

“I was told another five days and
I would have been dead or a quad-
riplegic,” he says.

Doctors told him he had an e-coli
infection of his spinal cord that had
spread to his spine, which had been
exacerbated by arthritis drugs he
was taking that lowered his immu-
nity, as well as infection of his tooth
and hand.

The surgery cut out the infection
but — after being sent to Caulfield for
rehabilitation - eight weeks later it
returned and he was again operated
on, this time with rods and screws
inserted into his spine.

For about 11 months Steve was
in rehab and hospital, including
six weeks on drugs that included
nuclear medicine, similar to chemo-
therapy.

Support

Given he suffered permanent
paraplegia, nurses told him he
would be unable to look after him-
self and he would need to live in a
nursing home or shared accommo-
dation.

That’s when the Phillip Island
community rallied in support.

Phil Dressing, the former man-
ager of the Vietnam Veterans Mu-
seum, spoke with the owners of
environmentally-friendly modular
homes, EcoLiv in the Gurdies, then
getting together with Steve’s former
boss at the CYC to kickstart the
build.

Within a remarkable six weeks
Steve had a new home, built in Cow-
es in front of the house Deb and her
partner Ernie now live in.

Selling their carport and cara-
van, combined with GoFundMe
donations and a fundraiser at Phil-
lip Island Lawn Bowls, they raised
enough money to kick off Steve’s
self-contained unit.

EcoLiv then provided the designs
and permits free of charge, Zane
Mattock undertook the concreting,
Neil McRae assisted with the foot-
ings and carpenter Craig Bennett
“went above and beyond”.

The surveyor discounted his fees,
Tradelink supplied the kitchen sink
and basin free of charge, PKB pro-
vided tiles at cost, Wonthaggi Floor-
ing provided a discount on the lino,
Capeview Joinery also provided a
discounted and purpose designed
kitchen cabinetry, and Noel Burrell
of DTM Communications set up the
specialist electrics.

Plasters, painters, tilers all pitched
in.

Other businesses contributed at
varying degrees including Beau-
mont Building Design, Talum Win-
dows, Bowens and Always Cool Air
Conditioning.

Steve and Deb’s son, a plumber,
completed all the plumbing work
while their son-in-law, a sparkie,
completed the electrics.

“12 months on I just want to thank
everybody who got me here. My life
would be very different without that.

“I'm always thankful for that.”

Recovery

Steve now has a rotating shift
of five carers including Deb, who
works 30 hours a week, including
being on call through the night.

Deb and Ernie have been by
Steve’s side throughout, with Deb
admitting she has even been trau-
matised by the process.

“Ifind I question everyone. I won’t
take a straight answer, especially
from doctors.

“I worry all the time.”

She says time with the grandkids
is most difficult.

“We would always surf, go to the
beach, bike ride with them but now
Steve can’t do that. He goes to the
skatepark and watches them and
we go bowling - Steve has a special
ball - and he watches them at Clip
‘n Climb.”

Steve says since moving in a year
ago he has completed all his initial
goals.

“I wanted to cook, get back down
to the bowls club, do my own shop-
ping and play with the grandkids
and I've done all that.

“So now my next set of goals is to
lose weight, get upper body strength
and be able to get on to a slide board
so I can transfer to a car. At the mo-
ment I rely on Maxi Cabs and they
cost $63 one way to Wonthaggi and
that’s with a discount.

“So ultimately I could get a car
with a modified steering wheel.”

Steve would also like to work so
if anyone in the community can of-
fer him any roles that would involve
upper body work, he’d love to hear
from them.

“I think because I had the stroke
and at that time had depression, it
made me stronger.

“I have my good days and really,
really good days and every now and
then a bad day and I want to be left
alone.

“But I've come out of this positive.
I'm upbeat.”

Marine pest risk greater from Port Phillip than overseas

The risk of introducing marine
pests from a proposed hydrogen
project in Western Port is low, ac-
cording to a Marine Species Report,
commissioned by the company in
charge of the project.

However, the marine pest study
failed to investigate the key species
concern, the Northern Pacific Sea-
star.

The report instead found the key
biosecurity risk for Western Port
was the introduction of marine
pests from Port Phillip and other re-
gional ports, due to their high num-
bers of pests, as well as frequent
recreational vessel movements,
short sailing distances, and similar
water quality and temperature.

Last January a world-first ship,
the 116-metre brand new Suiso
Frontier, was in the bay to transport
volatile liquid hydrogen for the half-
billion-dollar trial project being
carried out on the bay.

The Hydrogen Energy Supply
Chain Pilot Project (HESC) is the
largest hydrogen demonstration
project in the world, with Latrobe
Valley brown coal turned into hy-
drogen gas, transported to the Port
of Hastings, liquefied, cooled to mi-
nus 253C, then shipped to Japan.

At the time Westernport and Pen-
insula Protection Council said the
trial would put the bay at “immedi-

ate risk” from the introduction of
marine pests, especially the North-
ern Pacific Seastar.

Kawasaki Heavy Industries then
commissioned the study to assess
the risk of introducing marine pests
from the Suiso Frontier.

“There is currently a small num-
ber of introduced marine species
in Western Port, though far higher
numbers occur in nearby Port Phil-
lip,” the report states.

“The introduction of exotic ma-
rine species is therefore of under-
standable concern to project part-
ners, and the local community.”

Seastar?

The study investigated 14 target
species including wakame or Asian
kelp, European fan worm and titan
barnacle via ballast water and bio-
fouling.

But because a treatment system
on the Suiso Frontier sterilises bal-
last water in a similar way to drink-
ing water treatment - so live larvae
are not transported - crabs and sea-
stars were not targeted by the study,

The study made assessments
before and after the vessel’s ar-
rival at buoys, navigation marks
and wharfs, with divers taking un-
derwater photography, video, and
scrape samplings.

The results showed biofouling
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According to a report, the key biosecurity risk for Western Port is not
from this ship the Suiso Frontier, but the introduction of marine pests
from Port Phillip and other regional ports, due to their high numbers of
pests, as well as frequent recreational vessel movements, short sailing
distances, and similar water quality and temperature.

was “more challenging” to manage
than ballast water “due to the wide
variety of ship surfaces that may be
colonised”.

However, the report found the
biofouling risk was low because the
ship uses antifouling coatings and
it travelled through tropical water
that “would cause significant heat
stress to biofouling organisms, re-

ducing their viability”.
Safety

A report into a “serious incident”
onboard the Suiso Frontier last Jan-
uary is yet to be released.

According to the Australian
Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB)
after the Suiso Frontier took on its
flammable LH2 load at Hastings it

caught fire.

An investigation into the fire was
due to be completed before the end
of last year but will now be released
in the first quarter of 2023.

According to the marine pest re-
port the pilot phase of the HESC
demonstrated hydrogen can be
safely produced from coal and
transported in liquid form by ship
from the Port of Hastings to the Port
of Kobe in Japan.

The next phase of the HESC will
be to analyse the pilot phase and de-
termine whether it is commercially
viable.

The Westernport and Peninsula
Protection Council said while the
Suiso Frontier was small, future
ships would be massive.

“If the hydrogen trial goes com-
mercial, future ships will be very
large, requiring catastrophic dredg-
ing in order to operate from the Port
of Hastings,” council spokesperson
Karri Giles said.

President of the Phillip Island
Conservation Society (PICS) Jeff
Nottle said the more than one mil-
lion tourists who visit Phillip Island
each year “do not come to see an in-
dustrial waterway”.

“Heavy industries and eco-tour-
ism do not co-exist. Phillip Island
recognises that the environment is
our economy,” he said.
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Paula's aiming for
the superstars

Growing up, Paula Wasiak doesn’t
remember ever seeing a female sci-
entist.

In fact, the Senior Research Of-
ficer at Phillip Island Nature Parks
didn’t even have science on her ra-
dar when she was at school.

It was her careers advisor that
suggested she might want to look at
a science degree.

Not quite an accidental scientist —
Paula had done well at biology and al-
ways had a passion for wildlife — she’s
now on a mission to inspire more
women and girls to make a career in
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Maths) ... and she’s about to
become a Superstar of STEM.

The Superstars of STEM pro-
gram supported by the Australian
government and run by Science
and Technology Australia, is out to
smash gender assumptions about
who can work in STEM.

Created in 2017, it aims to create
visible role models for girls and
non-binary people to inspire them
to take up roles in STEM.

Being visible means stepping into
the media spotlight and getting your-
self on television or radio, presenting
at schools, and using social media
avenues to promote the work you do.

As the saying goes “You can’t be
what you can’t see” ... and by be-
ing seen, the STEM Superstars will
hopefully inspire girls and non-bi-
nary Kids to take up the challenge.

Each year, 60 people are selected
to take part in the Superstars of
STEM program, and in 2023, Paula
Wasiak joins them, one of 14 Victo-
rian women selected.

Fighting life-threatening super-
bugs, firing x-rays at nanomaterials,
restoring seaweed forests, building
robots and exploring the universe
and beyond are just some of the proj-
ects of the Victorian participants.

And alongside this impressive
line-up, “investigating the secret
life of penguins to protect them and
our environment”, is penguin ex-
pert Paula.

Paula says she is still processing
the fact that she’s been accepted
and is in awe of the amazing cohort
she’ll be working with.

The impetus to apply for the
course — an application process that
involved a written pitch, question-
naire, head shots from work in the
field and an online interview — came
from a current Superstar.

“I did a couple of TV shows with
Dr Ann Jones, and after the first
one, South Ocean Live, someone
currently in the Superstars program
contacted me, said they loved how I
appeared on screen and that I should
definitely go for it,” Paula explained.

With support from the Nature
Parks, Paula put in her application
and is now set to become a Super-
star over the two-year course, which

Paula Wasiak with a five-week-old penguin chick she’s about to weigh
as part of monitoring program. Paula, a Senior Research Officer at PINP
has been accepted into the Superstars of STEM program.

involves working with a mentor,
attending workshops in different
states, making school presentations
and generating media appearances.

The self-confessed “nature nerd”
loves her job and is passionate
about penguins, and is keen to
spread the word - to protect the
penguins and encourage more
women to work in science.

“They are amazing, tenacious
creatures. I like to call them the
clown of the animal kingdom, but
they are so much more than that.

“I have a lot of respect for them as
a species. I can see the funny side;
I've been to the parade thousands of
times and I still thoroughly enjoy it.

“They are small, but they’re tough
and I love them for it.”

Much of Paula’s work revolves
around studying the local penguin
population, including in set study
sites within the Nature Parks.

Using technology allows Paula
and the team to monitor the popu-
lation without interfering with the
penguins’ routines.

Aswell as monitoring the penguin
pairs in set burrows, the study site
penguins are microchipped, so re-
searchers can see which pair are in
which burrow.

Sometimes Paula and the team
also use GPS devices to track them
as they head out to sea, monitoring
how far the penguins go, how deep
they’re diving, the number of prey

encounters.

There are also three automated
penguin monitoring systems or
weigh bridges on major penguin
pathways around the peninsula
(“penguins are loyal to the path-
ways that they take each evening”)
and when they walk over the plat-
forms, the microchips are scanned
and weight is recorded.

“It’s very important with our re-
search now to get as much informa-
tion as you can, but as hands off as
you can, and employing technology
to do that.”

Paula hopes becoming a Super-
star of STEM will help her become
a better communicator and encour-
age other women to take up a career
in science.

She also hopes to inspire people
to take action on climate change,
which Paula sees as the biggest is-
sue the little penguins face.

“If people know more about the
penguins, when they realise the
depth to them and the importance
of them ... people want to conserve
what they love and understand.

“It’s one thing do all this research,
but it’s not finished until you then
communicate it down to the most
basic level. If you’re not communi-
cating it down to the general public,
what are you doing?”

Follow Paula on Twitter @Pau-
laWasiak and Instagram paula_wa-
siask

Cowes IGA was the third business broken into on Saturday, with thieves
smashing the front door. After searching for cash, the men smashed
computer screens and stole several slabs of beer.

Gang targets local
supermarkets

from page 1

“Then they smashed all the com-
puter screens in the office.

“The alarms were going the whole
time. They weren’'t here for very
long, probably 15 minutes at the
most.”

After checking all the registers
for cash, thieves then made off with
several slabs of beer.

CCTV footage of the incident has
been handed to the police.

Konney said the only serious
damage was to the front door and
the computer screens.

“We feel very lucky. It could have
been so much worse.”

Konney and her husband Paul
worked through the early hours of
the morning cleaning up the glass,
and the store was open for custom-
ers as normal on Sunday morning.

San Remo

Before attacking the Cowes store,
the gang broke into the San Remo
IGA on Marine Parade.

Again, they used a sledgehammer
to break through the front door and
appeared to be looking for cash.

“They checked all the tills and
damaged the till drawers,” said
owner Matt Synan.

“They didn’t get into the office
and didn’t get any cash, so out of
frustration they started damaging
things.”

Matt said several glass doors on
fridges and bottles of alcohol were
smashed.

They took some vodka cruisers
with them when they left.

Again, the 10 men were captured
on CCTV and the footage handed to
the police.

“We have full footage and some of
them look quite young,” Matt said.

Like Konney, Matt said the out-
come could have been worse.

“I'm glad it wasn’t a house they
targeted. No one was injured, no
one was traumatised.

“We can repair anything that was

damaged,” he said.

“We will simply tighten our se-
curity measures. Unfortunately,
it’s part of being in business these
days.”

Matt and his staff cleaned up the
store and had the glass door re-
paired, so it was business as usual
for customers the next day.

He stressed the gang was not from
the area, and that the locals were
“incredibly supportive” of the busi-
ness.

Both owners think the gang tar-
geted IGA rather than major su-
permarkets as they were unlikely
to have staff working through the
night.

“The bigger supermarkets have
night-fill, so they’re open later and
could have someone inside filling
shelves,” Konney said.

Acting Senior Sergeant Scott
Morison agreed the lack of night-fill
could have been a reason the small-
er supermarkets were hit.

He said independent supermar-
kets, particularly in smaller towns,
were often the target of this kind of
raid, although he said it was unusu-
al to see something like this in Bass
Coast at this time of year.

He said local police responded to
the incident, which is now being in-
vestigated by Bass Coast Crime In-
vestigation Unit, in conjunction with
the Southern Metro Crime Team.

Cowes still has a 24/7 service and
officers at San Remo were on duty
until after 3am on Saturday night.

Acting Snr Sgt Morison described
the night as a particularly busy one
for the local teams, with call outs
including an accident at Woolamai
where a vehicle rolled, public order
issues in Cowes, an incident at the
carnival site and complaints about
noisy parties.

“There is plenty going on this time
of year,” he said.

“And the Australia Day weekend
will be a significant one for us, both
on the ground and on the water.”
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summer quiz

1. A 24-hour cat curfew in the shire will

start when?

2. What is PICESS?

3. Anew book called “A Field Guide

13. The Bass Coast Shire’s $42.2 million

Tracks and Trails Strategy, released in
2022, identified how many new trails
could be built?

to the Native Flora of Phillip Island”

is set to be published in 2023. How
many plants are indigenous or
specific to Phillip Island?

14. When did a school in Cowes first open?

Question 11 is about Seal Rocks

15. The Phillip Island Community and
Learning Centre (PICAL) was moved
from its old premises in Church

Street, Cowes, to where?

4. A three-year study into wildlife deaths

from vehicles on the Cowes-Rhyll
Road concluded in 2022. How many

roadkills were counted across how

many species?

5. Why was the arrival of the ship, the
Suiso Frontier, in Western Port last

year so significant?

6. What new school opened in Bass

16. What happened to the latest iteration
of the Cowes to Stony Point car ferry?

17. A new National Vietnam Veterans
Museum is planned for Newhaven.

How much did the state government
commit to the project in 20227

18. How much did the new upgrade of

Coastin 20227 And bonus points for

naming all campuses.

8. What is the maximum speed limit

on Phillip Island?

7. Who named French Island?

the Rhyll ramp cost?

19. Who is the Federal member for
Monash, which includes Phillip

Island and San Remo?

20. What was Cowes named before it

was so named?

9. List true or false for each of the
following: | can walk a dog on-
leash in these areas: a) Scenic
Estate b) Oswin Roberts Reserve
c) Cowes west beach at McKenzie

Road.

10. Name the first steam ferry to
operate between Cowes and

Hastings in 18727

11. How many seals at Seal Rocks
have been found in the SealSpotter

Challenge?

12. Name the building company —
operating in Bass Coast - that went

What was
was Cowe

into liquidation in 2022 and how
much did they owe to locals?
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The cruise ships Seabourn
Odyssey and the Oceania Re-
gatta anchored off Phillip Is-
land last week, with passen-
gers taking the opportunity
to come ashore and explore
the island.

The Seabourn Odyssey ar-
rived on January 8 with 291
passengers and 369 crew on
board, while the Regatta,
which arrived on January 10
was carrying 593 passengers
and 400 crew.

Almost 600 passengers dis-
embarked over the two days,
with many heading off on
pre-booked tours.

The tours included an Eco-
cruise to Seal Rocks, visits to
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the Penguin Parade and the
Koala Conservation Centre
and a Phillip Island high-
lights trip.

Across the two visits, 235
passengers booked tickets to
the penguin parade, with the
koalas proving to be the next
most popular (125), followed
by a boat trip to Seal Rocks
(74).

Some intrepid visitors
headed to French Island for
a 4WD tour while two pas-
sengers booked in for a Cape
Woolamai Sunset Wildlife
hike and others took a kaya-
king tour around the Rhyll
wetlands.

A spokesperson for Des-

N

Cruise control — two ships arrive last week

tination Phillip Island (DPI)
said the shuttle buses were
kept busy and it appeared
most passengers on the ships
took up the opportunity to
visit Phillip Island.

They said passengers on
the Oceania Regatta were es-
pecially keen to come ashore
and explore, after the ship
missed its last two ports.

Close to 400 passengers
disembarked on the day and
joined different tours.

The next ship to arrive on
the island is the Star Breeze
on January 24, carrying 200
passengers.

The Seabourn Odyssey re-
turns on February 4 and 9.

A local paddles out for a closer look at the Oceania Regatta when it visited Phillip Island on

January 10. Photo: Katrina Lawrence.

One of Germany’s finest ensembles, Chamber Philharmonia Cologne is performing in
Cowes on Friday, January 20 at 8pm, at St John’s Uniting Church.

The Chamber Philharmonia
Cologne is coming to town

One of Germany’s finest
ensembles is performing in
Cowes on Friday, January 20
at 8pm, at St John’s Uniting
Church in Cowes.

The diverse program rang-
es from Antonio Vivaldi and
his famous “Four Seasons” to
W.A. Mozart, C. Saint-Saens
and Niccolo Paganini.

Tickets are available one
hour prior to the concert at
St John’s Uniting Church
(cash sales only).

After several successful
European tours in 2019 and
2020 the Chamber Philhar-
monia Cologne (Germany) is
coming back to Australia.

“Classical music around
the world” is the motto of the

ensemble.
“It is irrelevant for our
musicians whether they

are playing in a little vil-
lage church, open air, in a
cathedral, big theatre, in
their hometown Cologne
or in Sydney,” said a group
spokesperson.

“Their enthusiasm to bring
music to the people’s life
stays the same every time.

“The objective is simple —
we want to inspire as many
people as possible through
all generations to enjoy clas-
sical music.”
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The Chamber Philharmo-
nia Cologne was founded
in Cologne, a city which is
known worldwide for its
University of Music and high
quality of cultural education
and standing.

The Chamber Philharmo-
nia Cologne feels at home all
around the globe with regu-
lar tours to New Zealand,
Australia, Spain, Great Brit-
ain, Ireland, and of course
Germany.

Performing this Friday at
St John’s Uniting Church in
Cowes, at 8pm. Tickets on
sale (cash only) at the door
from 7pm.

See slugs by the seashore

Fancy a day in the water while helping a
good cause?

Then join in San Remo’s annual sea slug cen-
sus, on January 27 and 28.

Coastcare’s Summer by the Sea program
will include guided tours of San Remo’s sea
slug hot spot with marine scientists using a
new guide, the Victorian Sea Slugs booklet.

Prizes will be on offer and all slugs found
will be photographed and submitted to a state-
wide census.

Please bring: sturdy shoes, hat, sunscreen,
clothes that can get dirty, and a waterproof
camera if you have one. Booties or even gum-
boots are recommended.

Bookings are essential. Children under the
age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult.
Please register for tickets for both children and
accompanying adults.

Details: bit.ly/sscsanremo

Nudi community

Last year’s census found 50 species of slugs
in an area considered to be one of the most sig-
nificant species-rich communities in Western
Port, so precious it is protected by law.

Ventnor’s Kade Mills, from the Victorian Na-
tional Parks Association, said the 1.5km stretch
of intertidal foreshore at San Remo - that juts
out north into the channel like a triangle - is
protected by the Flora and Fauna Guarantee
Act, with 93 species of one slug species found
there.

Sea slug, he said, was a poor choice of words.

Nudibranchs - better known as nudis — are
described by scientists as having some of the
most fascinating shapes, colours and patterns
of any animal.

“There is one species of nudi off San Remo
that is a beautiful pink and is camouflaged be-
cause it is found on a pink sponge,” Kade said.

“There is one green that eats seaweed and
stores it on its back like solar panels, to provide
energy.

“The slug count is like a treasure hunt. They
are hard to find but the more you look for them

Commonly known as “nudis”, the nudi-
branch is part of the sea slug family, and
can be found off San Remo, one of the most
significant species-rich communities in
Western Port. Photo: Nick Shaw.

you get rewarded for your persistence.”

Kade explained that while all nudis were sea
slugs not all sea slugs were nudis.

“We tell people if they think it’s a slug, take a
picture just in case.”

Kade said nudis were like “canaries in the
coal mine” in that they have a short one-year
life span and had very specific food require-
ments.

“It’s like an orchid on land. Environmental
conditions need to be met for them to exisgt.
They’re only found in patches in defined cli-
mate and soil.”

“We don’t know if the San Remo nudi popu-
lation is the biggest or the best. There’s so little
we know about this species and that’s why the
count is so important, because it forms a base-
line.”

Kade, who is a professional diver, said he
started the Victorian sea slug count in 2018,
and the San Remo event was the first for this
year, with further events planned in April,
July and October.

“It helps collect information on the presence
of slugs in different seasons.”

FEEL THE SPEED WITH
BREATHTAKING OCEAN VIEWS

Contact the visitor centre to make a booking.

Call 5952 2400 or email ve(@phillipislandcircuit.com.au

381 Back Beach Rd, Ventnor VIC 3922  www.phillipislandgokarts.com.au
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Tenth anniversary Phillip Island Surfing Teams Challenge

Surfing teams are gathering for a
very special Phillip Island National
Surfing Reserve 10th anniversary
teams challenge on Saturday, Janu-
ary 21.

The competition was the brainchild
of Geoff Owens, long-time island
surfer and one of the founding mem-
bers of the Phillip Island National
Surfing Reserve Working Group a
decade ago.

The contest is a favourite on the
annual surfing calendar due to its
unique format which showcases dif-
ferent surfing styles and ages and
allows everyone to take part in the
exciting competition.

“This year’s event is extra spe-
cial as surfers will become part of
the rich history of Phillip Island’s
surfing story,” said event organiser,
Geoff Owens.

“This year marks 10 years since
Victoria’s only Surfing Reserve was
established and sixty years since
the Phillip Island Boardriders Club
began.

“It is perfect that our event will
kick off the Festival of Surfing be-
cause a big part of the Surfing Re-
serve is celebrating the sport’s his-
tory and culture.”

The comp format includes all ages
and styles and is a whole lot of fun
- but there is also sure to be some
fierce-competition as teams strive to
have their name at the top of the hon-
our board and be handed the coveted
Dave Fincher Memorial trophy that
honours a true island legend.

Team ‘Islanders’, captained by San-
dy Ryan, battled it out to win the tro-
phy in 2022 and this year is shaping
up to be another impressive display

$25 UNLIMITED

BOWLING LAZER TAG AND TABLE TENNIS

6.30 -

Minimum four per lane

Geoff Owens, Andy Neal and Danielle Bayliss from the National Surfing Reserve Committee are looking for-
ward to welcoming everyone to the 10th Anniversary Surfing Teams Challenge on January 21.

of surfing styles with teams featur-
ing the island and region’s top surfing
stars registered and ready to go.

Location

The event is scheduled for Cape
Woolamai, although the final loca-
tion will be determined by the swell
on the day. One thing is for certain
— the Surfing Teams Challenge will
take to the waves at one of the four
Phillip Island quality beaches that
make up Victoria’s only National
Surfing Reserve.

The Reserve was launched in 2013
by surfing great Layne Beachley and
is made up of four sites along Phil-

UNLIMITED
DEAL RUNS FRom

BOXING DAY UNTL
AUSTRALIA DAY!

9.30P

Every night over the school holidays

PHILLIPISLAND
TENPIN BOWLING

5952 3977 “Ak

SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES

lip Island’s coast: Cape Woolamai,
Smiths Beach, Summerland and Cat
Bay. The inaugural competition was
held in 2014 and since then, the event
has become a favourite on the surfing
calendar because it reflects what surf-
ing and the Reserve are all about - fun,
family, community and great waves.

Once again, Phillip Island Nature
Parks is presenting this popular surf-
ing comp with strong support from
Bass Coast Shire Council, West-
ernport Water, Phillip Island RSL,
Newhaven College, Cape Kitchen,
Ramada Resort, Rip Curl and Island
Surfboards, among others.

With great prize money on offer

and awards in each category, there is
also alist of other accolades including
awards and amazing prizes for best
unsponsored surfer, team spirit, best
emerging surfer, outstanding perfor-
mance and highest scoring wave.

“I can’t believe it’s been 10 years
since the Reserve was established to
share, respect and preserve the Is-
land’s world-class breaks and unique
surfing culture,” said Geoff.

“We are so happy and blown away
that the Reserve and this comp are
still going strong and that so many
local businesses are supporting this
event and helping us celebrate the
surfing culture of the island.

“It is a community effort and pro-
vides a great boost for the young surf-
ers of tomorrow — which is after all
what the National Surfing Reserve is
all about.”

Along with the surfing action, there
will be a Welcome to Country to be-
gin the day at 8.30am, food truck, in-
formation and stalls.

The presentation at Phillip Island
Boardriders Club (from 5.30pm) is
also not to be missed with the bar
open, complimentary snacks and the
all-important presentations including
the Dave Fincher Memorial trophy.

Music legend Simon Curphy will
be performing with his band to offer
a perfect end to another great day of
surfing and surf culture on Phillip
Island.

Teams can sign up via www.try-
booking.com/events/landing/874198.

The committee will be at the Board-
riders Club on Friday, January 20
from 5pm - 7pm, if anyone needs help
with their registration or has ques-
tions about the competition.

For live updates throughout the day,
follow on Facebook @PhillipIslandN-
SR, Instagram (phillipisland_nsr)

Surfing Teams Challenge Honour Board

The following teams 2014
: 2015
have their names on 2016 Wave Pinchers, Captained by Walter Hiatt
the Dave Fincher 2017 Archysurf, Captained by Luke Archibald
Memorial Trophy: 2018
2019 Team Crushers, Captained by Nick Fostin
2020 Cancelled due to COVID 19
2021 Cancelled due to COVID 19
2022

Pirates Blue, Captained by John Mason
Island Surfboards, Captained by Sandy Ryan

Island Surfboards, Captained by Sandy Ryan

Islanders, Captained by Sandy Ryan

LKO00288AA

PHILLIP ISLAND NATIONAL
SURFING RESERVE

SURFING

OTH ANNIVERSARY

yvS96toar

T —

NATIONAL
SURFING
RESERVES

FUN FOR
SPECTATORS

PREZZ0 FROM
5.30PM MUSIC,
FOOD & PRIZES

ey c18 52,000 11 1$1,000 eI E $500
SATURDAY 21 JANUARY 2023

Rules and entry info can he found on Facehook, website or call Geoff Owens on 0418 521 425. Facehook: Phillipislandnsr | www.penguins.org.au/NSR

PRESENTED BY:

1)11[11 Island
ATURE
PARKS
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Events, entertainment and community news

The Phillip Island and District Railway Modellers annual exhibition is on January 21 and 22
at the Senior Citizens Hall in Lions Court, Cowes.

Model railway show

The Phillip Island and District Railway
Modellers will be holding their annual exhi-
bition on January 21 and 22 at the Senior Citi-
zens Hall in Lions Court, Cowes.

On Saturday the exhibition will be open to
the public from 10am until 5pm, and on Sun-
day from 10am to 4pm.

There will be models large and small, old
and new, simple and sophisticated. Some ex-
hibits will delight the meticulous, while oth-
ers should offer encouragement to those with
two left thumbs. The important thing is to
enjoy yourself.

There will be 13 exhibits with all but two
having been constructed by club members.

The ever-popular U-drive layout for the kids
will feature Thomas and Percy. Whilst David
will bring back fond memories of running a
model railway on the dining room table with
his vintage trains.

Prototypes modelled cover Australia, USA
and the UK. Exhibits have been constructed
in a range of scales ranging from very small
to large.

The two visiting exhibits comprise a Victori-
an Railways shunting layout and a larger scale
British narrow gauge railway.

New and second-hand models and accesso-
ries will be for sale to suit rank beginners and
experts, the rich and the poor, and those of us
who get along somewhere in the middle.

Whatever the weather, kids of all ages can
look forward to enjoying time at the show. And
please talk to the exhibitors; they never tire of
talking to anyone who takes an interest.

There will be models to delight all ages on
display, as well as models and accessories for
sale. The exhibition is open from 10am — 5pm
on Saturday and 10am — 4pm on Sunday.

The crew from the Seniors Club will be
there on Saturday, to see if you can resist the
smells and sounds of a sausage sizzle — so
come hungry.

And in a first for the club, exhibition attend-
ees will be able to choose from a hard copy
exhibition guide or a digital version obtained
via a QR code.

Further information can be obtained from
Martin Murden on 0416 186 589.

/ Sponsored article /
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Model Trains

Senior
Citizens
Hall

Lions Court, Cowes
Saturday 10am - 5pm

Sunday 10am - 4pm

21st and 22nd January, 2023
Adults $8 Children $5 Family $20

Vale Jo Ablett

The Phillip Island community is mourning
the loss of Jo Ablett on the weekend.

A psychotherapist who also taught at schools
across the region, Jo was well-known and loved
in the local community.

Jo grew up in Parkdale with parents Jeff and
Netta Coote.

She graduated as a teacher at Victorian
Teacher’s College, then moved to Phillip Island
permanently where she met and married David
Ablett, raising their children Zac and Carly at
their family home in Ventnor.

Jo taught at Bass Valley Primary School,
Powlett River Primary School, Cowes Primary
School, and was one of the first teachers in the
infancy of Newhaven College.

Through her work with young people she
found her calling as a psychotherapist.

She completed her Masters in Counselling
and continued to work in the field with a fo-
cus on helping young people, specialising in
expressive therapies. She expanded her work
to include supervising and training therapists
through her businesses, Into Blue Expressive
Therapies and Super Vision, while counselling
at San Remo Primary School.

She was also known as an artist, creator and
avid gardener who brought colour and love to
everyone around her.

Adored by many, she was an incredible wom-
an who will be dearly missed by her immediate
family and friends and the broader community
of Phillip Island, San Remo and surrounds.

Hand Crafted on Phillip Island

Island

Beer
Opsi0

4

4

USE YOUR PHONE TO CHECK US OUT

YV269100r

Order Online For Free Island Delivery
www.islandbeer.com.au

PICES POP UP

PHILLIP ISLAND
CONTEMPORARY
EXHIBITION SPACEmc

Ramada Resort Phillip Island
2128 Phillip Island Road, Cowes

January 4 —-January 30
Open daily 10am — 4pm (closed Tuesdays)

Bringing contemporary art to the community

ART SHOW

26 exciting artists from Bass Coast and beyond are participating in
the 4th series of PICES Pop Up weekly exhibitions at:

yyoggtoqr

WWW.pices.com.au
€ @picesartspace

i

Jo Ablett was a teacher, psychotherapist,
artist and avid gardener. She will be dearly
missed by her immediate family and friends
and the broader community of Phillip Island
and San Remo.

yyogétoar

Jver talls:

Clothing ® Toys ® Craft

Q

Rotary

SRNATS

4 »
o)

Home Made Produce ® Fresh Food
Hot Food ® Bill's Bar ® Jewellery

Phillip Island &
San Remo

RHYLL PARK, LOCKROAD _ANe. €5

Bring the whole family!

in conjunction with
Rhyll Community Association
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Funding for endangered
Fairy Tern seabirds

Phillip Island Nature Parks will embark on a
$200,000 conservation project to support the re-
covery of the Critically Endangered Fairy Tern
seabird population around Phillip Island.

Nature Parks staff and volunteers will part-
ner with the Bunurong Land Council Aborigi-
nal Corporation to improve and expand suitable
breeding habitats for Fairy Terns, and install a
series of cameras to monitor the species and to
better respond to feral cats and other threats
such as storm surges.

The project has received funding from the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning Nature Fund, which will comple-
ment co-investment from Phillip Island Nature
Parks, the Penguin Foundation and Melbourne
Water.

Nature Parks Environment Ranger Brandan
Zerafa said the work would centre around the
Fairy Tern’s last known successful breeding
site in Western Port and Port Phillip and will
aim to secure a safe breeding site at Observa-
tion Point.

“The movement and breeding site selection
of the Fairy Tern population is highly variable,
and most breeding attempts fail,” Mr Zerafa
said.

“Since 2016, the only successful breeding
in the Western Port and Port Phillip area was
at our Observation Point on Phillip Island in
2019/20 when 31 Fairy Tern pairs fledged 49
chicks.”

Since then, there has been no successful
breeding of Fairy Terns due to a number of fac-
tors including pest animals, weed infestation
and human disturbance.

“It is our hope that this project will ensure the
long-term breeding success of this critically en-
dangered species.”

The Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal
Corporation will work with Nature Parks and
BirdLife Australia to undertake weed removal,

Phillip Island Nature Parks will embark on a
$200,000 conservation project to support the
recovery of the Critically Endangered Fairy
Tern seabird population around Phillip Island.

revegetation and participate in Fairy Tern mon-
itoring on Country.

“The Fairy Tern is critically endangered in
Victoria and its population has drastically de-
clined in recent decades,” said Bunurong Land
Council Aboriginal Corporation Land and En-
vironment Manager, Shani Blyth.

“The Bunurong Land Council Environment
team is looking forward to partnering on this
important project to help secure Observation
Point as a safe haven for the Fairy Terns.”

The Fairy Tern project is one of 16 projects
across the state to improve outcomes for the
state’s most threatened species.

Other projects supported by the latest Nature
Fund announcement include habitat improve-
ments for critically endangered Major Mitch-
ell’s cockatoos in Wyperfeld National Park and
restoring habitat for the endangered Central
Victorian ant-blue butterfly.

For more information go to www.environ-
ment.vic.gov.au/nature-fund

yygoozodr

PRESENTED BY TOTALLY RENEWABLE PHILLIP ISLAND (TRPI)
& RHYLL TWILIGHT COMMUNITY MARKET

Displays by local accredited solar businesses

ALL ABOUT EVs' - Bryce Gaton,
EV transition consultant and EV writer/commentator

Council's plan to develop shire-wide Ev Charging network
- Christian Slattery - Climate Emergency Project Officer

Panel Q&As - Bryce Gaton, Christian Slattery,
John Lovell and Sarah Disher

More information contact Mary Whelan 0408 055 867

The highly acclaimed Melbourne Djembe Creative Dance and Drumming Company will be
performing at the Rhyll Hall and Park, at a special “Gathering of Neighbours” to celebrate
our national day on January 26, presented by the Rotary Club of Phillip Island and San Remo.

Arts on Australia Day

There will be a feast of vi-
sual and performing arts at
Rhyll on Australia Day.

The highly acclaimed Mel-
bourne Djembe Creative
Dance and Drumming Com-
pany will be performing at
the Rhyll Hall and Park on
Thursday January 26.

The family-oriented event,
according to Peter Buiten-
huis, President of the Rotary
Club of Phillip Island and San
Remo, is a significant depar-
ture from the traditional Aus-
tralia Day celebrations.

Peter said: “We understand
that attitudes to this day vary
and we hope that the event
which has been dubbed a
‘Gathering of Neighbours’
can encourage us all to re-
flect on our shared history
and show respect for all cul-
tures bringing us together by
acknowledging that we are
all part of the story.

“The day will also include

Early Morning Magic,
Cowes
by Diana Edwards

an array of food, fun and free
activities for all the family in-
cluding the highly entertain-
ing circus playspace, live mu-
sic, face painters for adults
and children and of course a
magnificent art show in the
historical Rhyll Hall.

“It really will be a day with
a focus on families and just
getting together and having
fun.”

Melbourne’s Djembe will
also be holding workshops
for those interested in learn-
ing drumming skills. “I have
seen them perform and they
are absolutely sensational,”
Peter said.

The Djembe (pronounced
jem-beh) a symbol of West
African culture, is one of the
most versatile and widely
played percussion instru-
ments in the world.

The djembe drum is goblet-
shaped instrument, tradi-
tionally carved from a single

piece of African hardwood,
covered with an animal skin
as a drumhead and is played
by using the hands and fin-
gers.

The fun starts at 1lam and
goes until 3pm on Australia
Day.

Artists exhibiting at the
Rhyll Hall on Australia Day
are all exceptionally talented
and award-winning Phillip
Island locals, whose work
ranges from abstract to clas-
sic styles in various mediums.

Featured artists include:
Carolyn Jane, David Taylor,
Dianna Edwards, Ian Pascoe,
Jan Taylor, Jenny Jackson,
Jill Rogers, Joy Brentwood,
Lois Green, Marilyn Forrest
and Tom Tyrell.

Australia Day at Rhyll
- something for everyone,
starting at 1lam at the Rhyll
Mechanics Institute Hall and
Park on Thursday January 26.
/ Sponsored article /
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Reflections in
the Sand,
Walkerville
by Tom Tyrrell

Happy Moments
Gullivers, Cowes
by David Taylor

Presenting a special art exhibition and sale

COLOUR AND LIGHT

By Artists

DAVID TAYLORAW.LFVA.S, DIANA EDWARDS AGRAF, TOM TYRRELL

Opening Sunday, January |st

Continues daily through January 10am — 4.30 pm.

Recent artwork from the Bass Coast and surrounding districts and many areas
of travel in Australia and overseas.

Enjoy these special moments, a special time of sharing the beauty of art through

the eyes of each artist.

Selected works, both framed and unframed show the passion and journey
explored in recent times for all to enjoy.

STUDIO GALLERY

28 Settlement Road, Silverleaves, Phillip Island, 3922
Phone 0427 947 889 | 0418 565 796
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Aillip end
Sunset
Cruise

Auillyy lfend
Seal Cruise

Di#&o ver

Cape Cruise

WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU CALL 1300 763 739

JD01878AA

OPEN-HOURS:

9am till late - 7 days a week

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060 | 0408 120 908

No weather problems - Crazy Golf is under cover!

(7€ DAILY SURF LESSONS
DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

THE

vvo/gToqr

Take a tour around
Seal Rock and marvel
at Australia’s largest

fur seal colony

\.BOOK NOW Ph: 5952 3443 )

16)

DEADA4EVA Designs

An alternative store offering signature
designs, alternative streetwear, scooters,
scooter accessories and tattoo studio.
Shop 2, 82-84 Thompson Ave Cowes
www.dead4eva-designs.com Ph: 0438 378 061

Visit Penguin Parade,
Churchill Island, Antarctic Journey,
Koala Conservation Reserve

BOOK NOW penguins.org.au

Philliq_]sland

NATURE
PARKS
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NOBBIES

e CENTER
Nobbies |
/'{ Seal Rock
\ Black Rock
$75 - 2 hour lesson - everything provided
225 Smiths Beach Rd, Smiths Beach FUR SEALS

= 4

WESTERNPORT[ERRiES

Get OFF GRID, take yourself OFF LINE & venture OFF ROAD.
Discover this unique, unspoilt, remote destination.... French Island.
naturalistetours.com.au orcall 03 5257 4570

westernportferries.com.au or call 03

w Cowes Foreshore

Patrolled
3 26 Dec - 26 Jan

T

Golf Club

|
Ventnor

VENTNOR | RD COWES - RHYLL | RD

Wimbledon
Heights

PHILLIP ISLAND RD

PHILLIP

Sail to French Island, a pristine, off the grid eco destination.
Perfect for nature lovers, cyclists & walkers!

SilverLeaves

Golf Club

yyergroqr

Restaurant & Bar

www.islandhealing.online

03 5956 7886 13/18 Phillip|Island Road, Cape Woolamai

5922 4374

5257 4565

WESTERN PORT BAY

»
Q A
—5>~_ WE ARE -~

Philip {losnd

www.WeArePhilliplsland.com.au

FOLLOW ON
i 6O

KOALA CONSERVATION JD01742AA
RESERVE
Wander tree-top board-

Phillip Island
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Polished timber floors, high ceilings and extensive use of glass to the north and south accen-
tuate the bright inviting ambience through the spacious open plan living and dining room.

Breathtaking location
with spectacular views

An absolutely breathtaking location direct-
ly above one of the island’s most spectacular
surf breaks affords this unique clifftop prop-
erty with spectacular uninterrupted views of
Berrys Beach and surrounding headlands.

Idyllically situated within the natural envi-
ronment, a haven for local fauna and birdlife
and surrounded by approximately 2.5 acres
(8361sqm) of coastal inspired landscaped gar-
dens with your own mod grass tennis court,
this sensational contemporary coastal re-
treat has been brilliantly designed to provide
ocean views from every room.

Polished timber floors, high ceilings and
extensive use of glass to the north and south

accentuate the bright inviting ambience
through the spacious open plan living and
dining room with open fireplace and a well-
equipped kitchen. Sliding doors open to ex-
pansive decks on both sides offering sheltered
year-round outdoor entertaining options.

Three bedrooms with BIRs and two bath-
rooms includes master with stunning ensuite
featuring a deep relaxing bath overlooking
the ocean. Features include electric heating,
laundry, outdoor shower, double garage, stor-
age and ornamental lake.

Call Alex Scott & Staff today on 5952 2633
to arrange a private inspection, you will not
be disappointed!

Sliding doors open to expansive decks on both sides offering sheltered year-round outdoor

entertaining options.

8 Verdino Terrace San Remo
Price: $800,000 - $850,000
Titled Vacant Allotment - Size: 1116m?

1 Breeze Court San Remo
Price: $1,000,000

Property prices are booming in San Remo, according to the latest data released by
Proptrack, which put the village in the Top 10 growth areas in the state.

San Remo

New data reveals the top
towns with the strongest
growth, with San Remo com-
ing in at number four.

Proptrack has identified
strongest percentage growth
in median house prices be-
tween November 2017 and No-
vember 2022.

In Victoria San Remo had
the fourth biggest increase at
116 per cent just behind An-
gelsea and Somers but ahead
of the likes of Port Fairy, Point
Lonsdale, Barwon Heads,
Blairgowrie and Torquay.

Garth Lisle Property Con-
sultants is extremely proud of
the influence they have had
in achieving this magnificent
growth.

See the table for Top 10 in
Victoria.

In Top 10

VICTORIATOP 10

Nov 17 median  Nov 22 median Growth
Bright 3741 $485,000 $1,250,000 158%
Angelsea 3230 $745,000 $1.692,500 127%
Somers 3927 $820,000 $1,837,500 124%
San Remo 3925 $497,000 $1,075,000 116%
Port Fairy 3284 $487,500 $1,575,000 115%
Trentham 3458 $509,000 $1,080,000 112%
Point Lonsdale 3225 $765,000 $1,575,000 106%
Barwon Heads 3227 $900,000 $1,800,000 100%
Blairgowrie 3942 $855,000 $1,700,000 99%
Torquay 3228 $720,000 $1,375,000 91%

San Remo has recorded the fourth highest median property value increase in Victoria
between November 2017 and November 22.

Titled Vacant allotment - Size: 1585m?

Adjacent to the beautiful Penniwells linear Park providing direct access to
the beach via the walking path, this sizeable 1116m? allotment is uniquely
appealing allowing for more than one dwelling (STCA)

SCOTT LETHBRIDGE 0407 543 154 | MIKE CUNNINGHAM 0412 280 777 | JOHN SHAW 0418 545 041
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Enjoying an elevated northerly aspect and Westernport Bay views and within
a seaside stroll along the pathway to the shopping village; with local schools
and kindergarten nearby plus magnificent beaches, this premium allotment
could be the blank canvas to make your sea change dream a reality.

5678 587

Lot 13 Cappella Court San Remo
Price: $799,000
Titled Vacant Allotment - Size: 969m?

Westernport Views is San Remo’s latest boutique development offering
magnificent unobstructed bay views. With an elevated position and northerly
aspect Lot 13 (No.8 Cappella) is a sizeable 969m? allotment in a quieter
court location allowing for more than one dwelling (STCA)

www.glpc.com.au Property Consultants
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Love your location, but not your home?

Discover just how easy it is to knock down and rebuild your home, with Phillip Island’s KnockDown Rebuild specialists.
Create a more luxurious home that suits you and your family perfectly.

To access your free site assessment, speak to us today.
Call 1300 786 773 to find out more.

Visit a local display today:

Cowes Grantville
64 McKenzie Rd 1 Walker Court
(Seagrove Estate)

metricon

Image depicts items not supplied by Metricon namely landscaping and fencing. CDB-U 52967.
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Beachside and bay views

Located in a highly sought
after position on Coronet Bay’s
beachside is this neatly pre-
sented dual level home. In un-
der a minute, the beach access
from Kowloon Crescent leads
to a family friendly swimming

beach.
The lower level comprises
three  bedrooms, spacious

lounge area with split system
air conditioning, a sleek reno-
vated Kkitchen, bathroom and
separate laundry.

The upper level offers a huge
living space with wood heater
that leads to a full-length deck
facing Westernport Bay and
French Island with water views.

Situated on a fully fenced
602sqm (approx.) parcel of land
with a single garage and plenty
of off-street parking, this is an
ideal family-friendly home.

Alocal general store is nearby
to cater for everyday require-
ments and Coronet Bay is also
close to some great attractions
such as Phillip Island and Bass
Coast wineries.

This wonderful property is
available for inspection by pri-
vate appointment.

Address: 3 Kowloon Crescent,
Coronet Bay

Contact: Stockdale & Leggo,
Jaime Morris — 0408 367 310 or
Camille Morris — 0417 181 961

Located in a highly sought after position on Coronet Bay’s beachside is this neatly presented dual level home.

you on your real estate journey.

Stockdale & Leggo Phillip Island | San Remo

P 03 8583 4701
A 45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922
A 3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo VIC 3925

THINKING OF MOVING ON OR MOVING IN?

Simply relax and enjoy the best of summer.

Jaime Morris
0408 367 310

Let our local team of knowledgeable professionals help

Emma Wouters
0493 117 200

Call 03 8583 4701 to contact your local expert today.

Camille Morris
0417 181 961

Natalie Archer
0435 073 205

Beth Lynch
0493 603 197

Sarah Foster
03 8583 4701

avsostoQr
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Regional demand still strong

According to a new report from the Real Es-
tate Institute of Victoria, ongoing demand for
housing in regional areas holds the reins in
Victoria’s property market growth.

Alongside the usual peaks and troughs, in
2022 the Victorian property market experi-
enced eight interest rate rises and a conflu-
ence of pressures from the rental market.
Despite this, property in regional Victoria
continues its strong performance.

The REIV’s December Quarterly Median
Report reveals that regional Victorian house
prices grew 8.0 per cent over the year to
$610,000 while the annual median for Units
and Apartments rose 6.5 per cent to $425,000.

Although the house prices in Metropolitan
Melbourne saw a 3.3 per cent drop in the an-
nual median (to $1,040,000), there are plenty
of areas that continue to show value, with
pockets of growth across the outer ring of the
city.

Island snapshot

According to the report, prices for homes in
Cowes peaked in the second quarter of 2022,
with a median house sale price of $852,000.
The median currently sits at $820,000, well
above the regional median of $610,000.

The median rental in Cowes is $420, in line
with regional Victoria.

The report records in Cape Woolamai, the
median house price peaked in the third quar-
ter of 2022 at $830,000. It currently sits at
$810,000. Back in 2017, the median house sale
price was just $411,000.

The median house sale price has almost
doubled since 2017.

It’s unclear if the 3925 figures shown for
Cape Woolamai actually also include San
Remo and Newhaven, as there was no price
breakdown provided for those two areas.

Surf Beach saw the median house sale price
rise from $430,000 in 2017 to $840,000in 2022,
while at Ventnor the median price peaked at
$923,000 in the first quarter of 2022.

REIV President Andrew Meehan said the
December data demonstrates good buying op-
portunities for Victorians and a resilient real
estate market across the state.

“The drop we’ve seen in the median prices in
Metro Melbourne must be seen in the context
of the rapid price growth Victoria has record-
ed over the past two years”, said Mr Meehan.

House prices across Phillip Island remain
strong, with most areas recording median
house sale prices well above the average for
regional Victoria, according to the latest
report from REIV.

“Property prices still remain higher than
they were in December 2020 — the post-Covid
real estate boom has placed Victorian prop-
erty in a stronger position than ever before,
a trend we continue to see across numerous
suburbs in metro Melbourne and our regional
areas”.

“Now, as we enter the new year and the
immigration levels return, we will no doubt
see continuous demand in the market as Mel-
bourne’s population grows and investors see
strong potential for growth in our state”.

Toseethedataandinsightsforyourarea,visit
reiv.com.au/market-insights#suburbsearch



Beachmere Sands
Beachmere Bay
Deception Bay
Carindale Eagleby
Bethania Mt Warren Park
Waterford Upper Coomera

@ PALM LAKE RESORT
@ PALM LAKE CARE
O NEW HOMES SELLING NOW

® Bargara

(under construction)

Hervey Bay

Cooroy-Noosa Caloundra Cay

Pelican Waters
(coming soon)

Toowoomba
Tweed River

Banora Point
Ballina

Yamba Old Bar Beach

(coming soon)

Tea Gardens Forster Lakes Q
Fern Bay (under construction)

Truganina : Willow Lodge

Paynesville (coming soon!)

¥ ) -
- Phillip Island

Book your private
tour today:

Palm Lake Resort Phillip Island
holds the reputation of being the
most prestigious and sought after
residential address in Cowes.

Nestled between the Cowes 18 Hole Golf Course and the
Phillip Island Lawn Bowls Club this is exclusive resort-style
living at its best.

When you purchase a home in our Lifestyle Resort, you are
buying peace of mind. At Palm Lake Resort Phillip Island
there are no entry fees, no stamp duty, no council rates, no
corporate fees. All capital gains go to the Resident.

Get in touch with us today to
start your luxury resort lifestyle.

FREECALL 1800 066 482
THE BEST IN OVER-50s LIVING.

malm Lake Resort® THIS IS YOUR TIME.

PHILLIP ISLAND
\ palmlakeresort.com.au
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Perfect
beach
house

Nestled in this quiet
location with excellent
beach access is the per-
fect beach house. With
all the hard work done
just move in and enjoy.

Only metres from the
beach and no roads to
cross, this home is ideal
for all generations to
enjoy. The biggest de-
cision will be whether
to walk into Cowes for

coffee, relax in the rear
courtyard or entertain
family and friends in
style.

Let the stresses from
Melbourne wash away.

Address: 13 Devon Ave,
Cowes

Price: $860,000 — $910,000
Contact: Michael McLeod,
0412 712 034

Features: Three bedrooms,

2 bathrooms

Lifestyle and location — this perfect beach house is only metres from the beach.

More than meets the eye

Nestled in a quiet pocket of
Rhyll and within easy walk-
ing distance to the water,
boat ramp, park and eateries
makes it the ideal location
whether it’s permanent or
holiday living.

This home has had exten-
sive renovation and exten-
sions, and has been designed
for easy living. The large
open plan living area is the
main feature of the house
capturing all the natural light
during the day.

Complete with four bed-
rooms, two bathrooms, and
a second living area for ad-
ditional family or guests. The
house is perfect for entertain-
ing family or friends with
plenty of decking overlook-
ing the rear yard.

Additional features:

e Miele electric wall oven
and dishwasher

e Bosch gas cooktop and

ducted range hood

e Granite Island bench top

e Kitchen cupboards with
large self-closing drawers

e Karndean vinyl plank
flooring

e Flyscreens to all windows

e Ceiling fans to all living
rooms and bedrooms

* 1200mm by 900mm show-
ers to both bathrooms

e Exhaust fan and heater to
main bathroom

e Reverse cycle A/C to liv-
ing rooms and main bedroom

e Large double garage with
rear vehicle access

e Well established garden
and secure yard

Address: 29 Jansson Road, Rhyll
Price: $1,150,000

Contact: Kendall O’Garey, 0410
595 130, First National Real Es-
tate.

Features: Four bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms.

This home has had extensive renovation and extensions, and has been designed for easy living. The large open plan living

area is the main feature of the house.

JD01925AD

Our team are still achieving great prices!

54A Redwood Drive, Cowes

E

With over 100 years of combined local real
estate experience.

ays!
uUnder Contract ofter only 14 day

3 Paringi Court, Cowes

1
ct after only 14 days:

Under Contrd

6 Bernard Court, Smiths Beach

. —
Sold above asking price:

21 Tolley Avenue, Surf Beach

jor to qdvert'\s'mg‘.

Sold pr

Scan here to find
out what your
property is

52-54 Thompson Avenue.
Cowes
5952 6633

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes
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ALEX SCOTT

AND STAFF

143 PYRAMID ROCK ROAD,VENTNOR

« ‘Kurana’ — one of the districts finest farms set on
156 acres (approx.)

* Four-bedroom home with an additional two bedroom
cottage

« First time offered in 80 years

CONTACT AGENT

11 HOPE WAY, COWES

* Brand-new double storey home with large undercover
alfresco area

« Situated in the Shearwater Estate overlooking the Rhyll
Wetlands

* 3 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms/2 Cars

$940,000 to $960,000

92 RED ROCKS ROAD, COWES

* Picturesque rural and water views with a short stroll to
Red Rocks Beach

« Fully fenced rear yard with established gardens

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$890,000

23 PHILLIP ISLAND ROAD, SUNDERLAND BAY

* Modern new home — just move in and enjoy
* Double garage and full concrete driveway

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$690,000

349 COGHLAN ROAD, SILVERLEAVES

« Situated only 100m to the beautiful north facing
Silverleaves beach

* Large north facing open plan kitchen, dining & living area

* 4 Beds/2 Baths/2 Cars

$1,400,000

85 RIDGWAY ROAD, KILCUNDA

10 GLAMIS ROAD, VENTNOR

* Secluded 3.7acres (approx.) with sweeping views of
Bass Strait

* Well fenced for horses or small number of livestock

* Double garage, shedding & workshop

* 5 bed/2 bath/8 car

$2,600,000 to $2,800,000

43 BATMAN STREET, SURF BEACH

* Located on The Esplanade at Surf Beach with superb
ocean views from Cape VWoolamai to Pyramid Rock

* Massive 3 bay garage with entry to the home

* 3 Bedrooms/| Bathroom/4 Cars

$1,950,000 to 2,100,000

216 COWES-RHYLL ROAD, RHYLL

* Totally self-sufficient, 7-star energy rated home.

* Set on 4.48ha (approx.) with sweeping views of
Westernport Bay and French Island

* 3 Bedrooms/ | Bathroom/4 Cars

$3,100,000

25 HOPE WAY, COWES

« Situated in Shearwater Estate,a short walk to Cowes
Golf Club & Silverleaves Beach

* 6.0-star energy rated brick home

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$960,000

THERE’S NEVER
BEEN A BETTER TIME
TO GET A FREE
MARKET APPRAISAL.

CALL US TODAY!

57 GRAMPIAN BOULEVARD, COWES

« Situated in the Whytesands Estate with open plan living
* Large alfresco area with Zip Trak café blinds and wood

heater
* 4 beds/2 baths/2 cars
$850,000 TO $865,000

23 BOOBOOK GROVE, COWES

25 BUNYA DRIVE, CAPEWOOLAMAI

* 780m? vacant allotment within prestigious VWoolamai
House Estate

* Absolute beach frontage, only 100mt from Cape
Woolamai safety beach

$1,100,000

12 BARRY STREET, SUNDERLAND BAY

3 GLAMIS ROAD, VENTNOR

* Breathtaking location, directly above one of the Island’s
most spectacular surf breaks with uninterrupted views
of Berry’s Beach and surrounding headlands

*Tennis court & ornamental lake situated on approx.2.5 acres

* 3 Beds/2 baths/2 cars

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

10 DUNVEGAN CRESCENT, SURF BEACH

* Historic homestead with amazing water and rural views

* Set on an impressive 1956m? allotment with established
gardens

* 4 bed/2 bath/3 car

$2,000,000 to $2,100,000

603 VENTNOR BEACH ROAD, VENTNOR

» Situated on a large 1600m?2 (approx.) allotment
« Short | minute stroll to the beach

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/3 cars
$1,500,000TO $1,600,000

18 DOUGLAS ROAD, COWES

*What a location! One street from main shopping strip
* Set on a huge 1949m? allotment

* 3 bed/| bath/2 car

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

21 GROSSARD POINT ROAD, VENTNOR

* Double storey with amazing water views

* Downstairs has a separate entrance with lounge,
bedroom & bathroom for extra quests

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$890,000 to $930,000

255 SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES
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ere country meets opulence

This character filled residence is located in
the heart of Tenby Point, a stone’s throw away
from the water. Situated on 1303sqm of land
this property is a must inspect.

As you enter the driveway, you are greeted
by the contemporary colour pallet of the home
and will notice the beautifully maintained gar-
dens which are ready to be enjoyed.

This immaculately presented home is newly
painted internally and externally, featuring
LED lighting throughout, dado timber panel-
ling and solid timber floors - this home exudes
warmth and charm.

The modern kitchen has everything you
need, complete with Jarrah timber bench tops,

This immaculately presented and character-filled home is located in the heart of Tenby

Point, situated on 1303sqm of land.

gas cooking, dishwasher and breakfast bar,
this really is the heart of the home.

With all four bedrooms complete with built-
ins and ensuite to the master, this property has
plenty of room for the whole family.

The main bathroom offers a spa and sepa-
rate toilet for convenience. The internal laun-
dry has access to the side of the home along
with a linen cupboard and bench space for all
your laundry needs.

Address: -107 Bayview Ave, Tenby Point
Contact: Fiona Treloar, Eview Real Estate,
0499 889 588

The modern kitchen has everything you need, complete with Jarrah timber bench tops, gas
cooking, dishwasher and breakfast bar.

Newly painted inside and out, featuring LED lighting throughout, dado timber panelling

and solid timber floors, this home exudes warmth and charm.

WHAT'S YOUR PROPERTY WORTH?

50 Beresford Drv, Cape Woolamai

Vacant Land
681m2

1/19 Chapel Street, Cowes

4 bed | 3 bath
239m2

eview

REAL ESTATE

4 pbed | 2 bath | 2 car+
1286m?2

4 bed | 3 bath
239m2

Fiona Treloar
0499 889 588

Leanne Poulton
0437 441127

2 Walters Road, Nyora

2/19 Chapel Street, Cowes

Natalie Miskolczy
0483 056 187

23 Elsa Terrace, San Remo
2 bed | 2 bath
1,115m?2

16 Bermuda Bend, Coronet Bay
3 bed|1bath|2car
524m?2

eview

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION FREE APPRAISALS
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@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE

NESTLED IN A QUIET POCKET OF RHYLL / EASY WALKING
DISTANCE TO THE WATER, BOAT RAMP / PARK AND
EATERIES MAKES IT THE IDEAL LOCATION / LARGE OPEN
PLAN LIVING AREA THE MAIN FEATURE

FOR SALE $1,150,000
29 JANSSON ROAD,

RHYLL

4 BED 2 BATH 4 CAR

OPEN SATURDAY 3-3.30
KENDALL OGAREY
0410 595 130

PERFECT HOME / LIFESTYLE / LOCATION

THE PERFECT BEACH HOUSE / LOCATED IN THE
EXTREMELY POPULAR AND SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION /
EXCELLENT ACCESS TO THE FORESHORE AND SHOPS /

ENOUGH ROOM FOR ENTERTAINING FAMILY AND FRIENDS

FOR SALE $1,250,000 TO $1,350,000
209 SMITHS BEACH ROAD,

SMITHS BEACH

3 BED 2 BATH 2 CAR

MICHAEL MCLEOD
0412 712 034

PERFECT BEACH

EXTREMELY SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION / THE STRIKING
WATER FEATURE ADDS TO THIS TRANQUIL ENVIRONMENT
/ EASY ACCESS TO THE SILVERLEAVES FORESHORE AND
STORE A VERY EASY STROLL / 5290SQM TO WORK WITH
JUST LET YOUR IMAGINATION RUN WILD

FOR SALE $1,500,000 TO $1,600,000
12B SETTLEMENT ROAD,
SILVERLEAVES

2 BED 1 BATH 3 CAR

MICHAEL MCLEOD
0412 712 034

CONTACT US FOR A

56-58 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES
PH: 03 5952 3922

THE COMPLETE PACKAGE

JUST MOVE IN AND ENJOY / HIGHER THAN STANDARD
CEILINGS CREATES IDEAL OASIS / EASY ACCESS TO
COWES GOLF CLUB AND / STUNNING VIEWS EASTERLY
OVER THE NITS

FOR SALE $1,100,000 TO $1,200,000
23 HOPE WAY,

COWES

4 BED 2 BATH 3 CAR

MICHAEL MCLEOD
0412 712 034

PRICE REDUCED

SITUATED WITHIN AN EASY WALK TO THE BEACH /
IMMACULATELY PRESENTED PROPERTY / IDEAL AS A
COASTAL WEEKENDER OR PERMANENT HOME /
FEATURE LIVING AREA WITH RAISED CEILINGS AND
FEATURE WINDOWS

FOR SALE $825,000
5 THE CREST,
VENTNOR

3 BED 2 BATH 2 CAR

KENDALL OGAREY
0410 595 130

VIEWS AND LAND

AN EXTREMELY RARE OPPORTUNITY AWAITS / LARGE
LAND HOLDING AND WATER VIEWS / TWO SEPARATE
HOMES / EASY ACCESS TO THE VENTNOR BEACH

FOR SALE $1,700,000 TO $1,850,000
2-6 PHILLIP STREET,

VENTNOR

5 BED 2 BATH 2 CAR

MICHAEL MCLEOD
0412 712 034

<
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A RARE FIND

CAREFREE ISLAND LIVING / OFFERING ONE OF THE
ISLANDS MOST UNIQUE LOCATIONS / ONLY A STONES
THROW FROM THE WATER / SURROUNDED BY
FLORA & FAUNA

FOR SALE $1,425,000
4 RENNISON ROAD,

NEWHAVEN

3 BED 3 BATH 4 CAR

KENDALL OGAREY
0410 595 130

NORTH FACING RURAL VIEWS

LOCATED IN A QUIET POCKET ONLY MINUTES TO
COWES / FANTASTIC VIEWS OVER THE SURROUNDING
FARMLAND AND WATER VIEWS / LARGE NORTH FACING
DECKING PERFECT FOR ENTERTAINING / PERFECT FOR

PERMANENT OR HOLIDAY LIVING

FOR SALE $670,000 TO $699,000
18 KRAMER RISE,

WIMBLEDON HEIGHTS

3 BED 2 BATH 2 CAR

OPEN FRIDAY 3-3.30
KENDALL OGAREY

0410 595 130

WANT TO KNOW
WHAT YOUR
PROPERTY
IS WORTH?

CALL US TODAY
FOR A FREE
MARKET
APPARAISAL.

FREE NO OBLIGATION MARKET APPRAISAL TODAY

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
INFO@PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
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AIR CONDITIONING

AIR CONDITIONING

ASH BACK!
=

NMENT REBATE

UTHORISED GOVER

Your split system
& ducted experts!

Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi

0400 001 465

*Government rebate T&C'’s apply

AIR CONDITIONING

PDAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

@y

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU51426

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller

PIC. 43216
1109866 REC26099

BLINDS/AWNINGS

Hwsings ||||’

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Mobile Showroom

LK00027AA

BLINDS & CARPET

A: 1565 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
T: 5952 1488

furnishin

CLEANING

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS

* Exposed aggregate paving
* Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
* House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103 ¢
Mob: 0418 560 202

CONCRETER

www.eighthelement.com.au

* Airbnb &accommodation

cleaning
* Linenservice
* Commercial cleaning
* Vacate cleans

Sharon Elliott

0421665227

email: info@eighthelement.com.au

JDO0029AA

LKOO0034AA

Luke Hinrichs

CARAVAN REPAIRS

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES

CARAVAN REPAIRS

Glen Marshall
0405415133

o ALL MAKES AND MODELS
e CUT AND POLISHING
 SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

CAR REMOVAL
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY YOU*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED
BASS COAST RECYCLERS

5672 2946 0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

ADVERTISING

CONCRETER
CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

Exposed Aggregate

Slabs & Foundations

Driveways & Paths

Commercial Concreting
Excavation

Landscaping

Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!
Adam 0423 647 805 Nancy 0402 930 876

CONCRETER

MARRK ATLEY
CON CRETI N G EST 1983

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

JO00419AA

LKO0029AA

28 THE ADVERTISER, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2023

CONCRETER
TIIVI NNIEVWIVIANI

LKOO045AA

CONCRETING
e Exposed aggregate ¢ House slabs
* Driveways ® Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
¢ All concreting needs

Tel/Fax 5956 8791
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@uwaterfront.net.au

o419 312 805

DECKS & VERANDAHS

GAS SUPPLIERS

ﬂ WRIGHTON
\: GAS SUPPLIES [

Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright

Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LKOO040AA

GUTTER CLEANING

N
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,

gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

HANDYMAN

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE

Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote

No job too small
Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495

www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

LAUNDRY SERVICES

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

ISLAND
DECKS

VV6S000X1

John Johnston 0414 714 179

LKO1308AA

Island Premium Laundry offer all
your laundry needs from general house
washing to your pet beds or blankets.
We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,
call 0417 150 566 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

DEMOLITIONS

LAWN MOWING

) REGISTERED

+ DEMOLITIONS «EXCAVATIONS
*BOBCAT «TREES  » CONCRETE CUTTING
 BULK BINS SUPPLIED « HIRE OR CONTRACT
« EXCAVATORS — 0.8, 5 TON, 15 TON & 20 TON

VvS00204aC

FREE QUOTES 0416 705 154

BRICE CONTRACTING COWES

EARTHMOVING

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Rubbish removal

0418 418 615

Servicing all Phillip Island areas

s Skip Hire
+ Earth works

LKOO032AA

ELECTRICIAN

JACKSON ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING

« Reliable & fully insured
« Split system installers
« All types of electrical services
« Air conditioning sales and service
« TV Antenna & data
« Free quotes
« Hot water systems

« Ovens and cooktops

CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667

CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834

JOO00682AA

Dave Costello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

0411175 957

LKO0020AA

LAWN MOWING

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

MARINE MECHANIC

JD01490AA

* kK &***

TOPWATER MARINE
0402 761 692

« Inboard / outhoard motor servicing and repairs

« Accessory Installations and electrical work
« Trailer servicing and modifications
« Anchor winches  « Boat detailing « Insurance work
www.topwatermarine.com.au | topwatermarine@yahoo.com

64 Dixon street, Inverloch




PAINTER
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Free Quote, servicing Bass Coast,
Mornington and South East Suburbs,
over 30 years experience, residential

and commercial painting services.

Contact Brett Moss. £

PLASTERING

118

WONTHAGGIplaster

& Construction Supplies

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
wonthaggiplaster.com.au

CEMINTEL

AAAAAA

POOLS

D SPARKLING CLEAR

Pool Service

G-

L .

JO01359AA

PLUMBING

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps

LKO0014AA

- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

PLUMBING

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE i #asa11

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

LKOO015AA

ROOF REPAINTER

Metal & Tile
Roof Restoration

yvésTTOqr

julianbird8@gmail.com

SOLAR

TIMBER & TANKS

1E y

s %‘;‘ WE KNOW

<\ © TIMBER, HARDWARE,
RURAL SUPPLIES

A [
‘Mpe®  &BUILDING MATERIALS
Phone 03 5678 8552

www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au
Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

TREE SERVICES

JOO01399AA

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

1300 534 110 REC 19496

ADVERTISING

P P o

0
%
SL Tree Care

NO JOB TOO SMALL

e Qualified e Storm Damage

e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing

e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

TREE SERVICES

LKO0042AA

PLUMBING

Same Day @90

Plumbi“g Morris
Service Brothers

Lic 43482
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

POOL INSPECTIONS

PLUMBING

REINABIRESRIEUNBER

Fast Response at an honest price

o NO CALL OUT FEE
* Leaking taps & toilets
* Hot water systems replaced

o Vanities & water
* Filters installed

* (as fitting

e General plumbing

Tappy The Plumber
0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed wic. no. 119269¢

RESTUMPING

LKOO0044AA

STEEL

SILVERBACK

SERVICES

Specialising in tree
Pruning & Removal

Competetive rates Firewood

Total tree removal  Storm cleanup

Mulch sales Lot clearing
Hedging Hazardous limbs
Pruning

Call now for a free quote

0491 032 999

TREE SERVICES

JOO01252AA

Steel fabrication ¢ Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order ® Sheetmetal fabrication
Guillotine and folding  Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE e Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LK00024AA

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science.
Professional Tree Services
Nicholas Harrison — Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)
soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -

Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

STORAGE

WINDOW CLEANING

Keeping your family safe with compliant pool fences

Pool Barrier Inspections
CALL PETER FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY

0427 352 972

KEANE & SON

House Restumping & Levelling

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995

LK00290AA

Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging
land Security Monitoring
cure On Site Manager
orage 24hr/7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

LKO0023AA

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

JO00933AA

WINDOW
CLEANING

0409 946 839
Glassed Out Window Cleaning

Fully insured

PLUMBING
24/7
PHILLIP ISLAND
EMERGENCY
SERVICE BASS COAST

LIC. NO 28775

JDO0909AA

ROOFING

SOUTHERN,

IMETALYROOEING]

Metal Roofing Specialists

* Domestic & Commercial * Repairs
* New Installation & Renewals © Maintenance
* Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
* Aluminium Gutter Guard  Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

LKO0140AA

TILING/LANDSCAPING

WINDOW CLEANING

We promise sparkling Discoups
windows every time! apply for
Pensionerg

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com
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DEATHS

ABLETT, Joanne
(Née Coote):

6.5.56-15.1.23
Wife of David
Mother to Zac and Carly

Grandmother of
Hazel and Alby

Sister of Carlene and
Craig
Friend to so many

Her endless love and
colour filled our world.

Memorial details to
follow

BUCK, Pam:

Dearly loved friend of
Bev and Peter Emmett
and family.

We shared many laughs.
We will miss you.

BUCK, Pam:

In loving memory,
passed 6.1.2023.

“Loved ones leave foot-
prints in our hearts that
last forever.

Words of comfort alone
may never be enough to
ease our pain.”

Always in our thoughts
“The Sunday Sinners”
Lyn.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Jo Ablett
In honour of Jo —

One of her favourite
things to do was a
Yin Yoga class with An-
drea Kliszewski.

So to honour Jo, the hu-
man collective spirit,
forgiveness, healing and
releasing that which we
no longer wish to carry,
a special Yin Yoga class
this Thursday 19th Janu-
ary, at 7.30 pm in the
Newhaven hall.

Gold coin donation, BYO
mat, and Andrea will be
there leading a beautiful
Yin Yoga practise.

Please share with anyone

who may wish to attend.
0400181 359

1in5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

MSC7939

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

FOR SALE

DOUBLE KAYAK

Scorpio by CKayak.
Comes with accessories,
2 paddles (not original).
Just four years old.
Selling because not used
enough.
Good  for  cruising,
fishing, catching the
sunset or getting a
coffee in Cowes! $800

P: 0412 966 692

GARAGE SALES

COWES,

10 Lobelia Lane
Saturday Jan 21st
9am-1pm

COWES,

21 Wyndham Ave
ANNUAL MEGA GARAGE
SALE

Inner Wheel PI

Saturday, January 21
8am - 2pm

No early birds.

ALL PROCEEDS TO
COWES PS.

PUBLIC NOTICES

ALCOHOLICS  ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA
Cowes Big Book meeting
at St Philip’s Church (opp.
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm,
0417 317 470; Salvation
Army building, McKenzie
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday
1lam, 5672 3627. Phone
head office 9429 1833.

Phillip Island
RSL Community
Men’s Shed

REPAIRS AND
RESTORATIONS

From timber to metal -
small to large projects.
Reasonable prices.
Open Tuesday,
Wednesday & Thursday
9am to noon.

Contact Bob Woods,
0417 149 268

JOO00BAA

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser
is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe
the Standards may
have been breached,
you may approach the
newspaper itself
or contact the
Council by email
info@presscouncil.org.au

or by phone
(02) 8261 1930.
For further
information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

MSC7943

FOR SALE

SITUATIONS VACANT

DISABLED EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
OR MAYBE FOR LOAN.

Includes beds, lifters, slings, trolley, vehicle,
wheelchairs and toilet/shower chair etc...

Everything you need to look after someone at
home. It is a great experience if you are set up
well. If you are considering looking after a loved
one at home, this may be a great chance to try it.

| would deliver and set up for you at no cost.
Please contact rickbanfield®bigpond.com

JD01954AA

PUBLIC NOTICES

COWES CARNIVAL

would like to inform locals and residents that on

Australia Day,
Thursday, January 26,2023

at approx. 9pm there will be a fireworks display.
Animals may be distressed so make sure
your cats, dogs and other pets are
safe indoors or secured.

JD01983AA

YVérLTo0r

Ecoliv Buildings is Victoria's leading
sustainable prefab modular builder
delivering projects all over Australia.

Our growing team located at our
central construction facility at
The Gurdies requires new team
members to support continued business
growth and expansion.

ESTIMATOR
Full Time

CARPENTERS
Full time

All applications to Ashley Beaumont at
ashley@ecoliv.com.au

SITUATIONS VACANT

FOOD & BEVERAGE
EVENT STAFF

Casual positions available

Come and join the Catering team and work in the hub
of the action and experience the atmosphere of the
international world class venue.

We require casual staff for the Superbike World
Championship, held 24-26 February 2023 with the
following experience:

-Counter Staff

-Barista Experience

-Food Prep/Kitchen Hand

-Chef / Cook

Please email resume and cover letter to
emma.nash@phillipislandcircuit.com.au

vvL66todr

Tel: 5952 2710
w:www.phillipislandcircuit.com.au
e:info@phillipislandcircuit.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND HOMES FOR THE AGED ASSOC INC

MELALEUCA SUITES
AND MELALEUCA PLACE
— RETIREMENT LIVING
INDEPENDENT LIVING UNITS

Two beautiful single bedroom Units in the heart of
Cowes for Independent Living.

The Suites complex has a spacious meals &
entertainment wing, undercover parking and
lovely grounds and gardens.

The Place has a garage attached and
lovely grounds and gardens.

Walking distance to Cowes CBD.
Refundable Entry Contribution of $140,000.
Fortnightly Service Fee in the Suites $660 per
fortnight (including two meals per day, electricity,
gas, rates, insurance, and internet).
Fortnightly Service fee in the Place $332.55 per
fortnight (including land and water rates).
For further information or to book an
inspection please call Nina on 03 5952 3266
or email
nina@plhillipislandhomesfortheaged.com.au

JDo1977AA

CLEANER(S) REQUIRED

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

We are seeking expressions of interest
from a professional and dedicated
Cleaning team to provide general

cleaning duties to a multi unit complex

in Cowes.Duties will include a mixture
of tasks to be performed primarily on
two weekday mornings.

The successful applicant will be
required to commence in March 2023.
A full comprehensive task list
will be available to those
who express interest,with quotes
and interviews scheduled for
February 2023.

Expressions of interest are due
by 27/1/23 emailed to
stevenson-peter@hotmail.com

yyttétoqr

yv6661OAr

CERTIFICATE Il & Il
HORTICULTURE TRAINER 2023

Bass Coast Adult Learning is seeking a
qualified and experienced trainer for the
2023 academic year.

Applicants  will  require  Cert Il in
Horticulture plus a TAE40116 Certificate
IV in Training and Assessment.

Responsibilities for this position include
delivery of the accredited courses,
coordination and/or delivery of pre-
accredited  courses, coordination  of
the BCAL training garden and garden
volunteers.

For a position description and
enquiries call 5672 3115 or email
info@bcal.vic.edu.au

Applications need to include a cover letter,
a current CV with two recent professional
referees and o separate statement
addressing the Selection Criteria. All
applications should be sent to the above
email or delivered to BCAL at 239 White
Road Wonthaggi.

Working with  Children  Check and
certified copies of qualifications required.
A police check will also be required on
employment.

Applications close 12 noon, Friday,
27 January 2023.

New Home Sales Consultant

Coldon Homes is an established business
with over 60 years in the building industry,
operating through the South Gippsland
and Bass Coast areas.

We are seeking a highly motivated person
with a background in sales (any sales experi-
ence is advantageous and does not need to
be in residential building) or a person with
relevant building knowledge who has the
ability and ambition to advance their career
to a New Home Sales Consultant.

The successful candidate will form part
of a well organised, successful team and
possess the following skill set:

« Ability to effectively communicate with a
wide range of clients and team members;

« Strong organisational skills;
« High level of attention to detail;

+ Good personal presentation and confi-
dence in working with clients;

+ Well-developed time management skills
with the ability to prioritise;

« Ability to provide outstanding customer
service from initial contact to signing of
contracts;

« Ability to work autonomously and effec-
tively manage enquiries, leads and client
workflow; and

- Demonstrate a high level of integrity,
drive and energy.

Full training and support provided. This is
a highly rewarding role with an attractive
remuneration package on offer.

To apply, please send your resume
and cover letter to Michelle or contact
her with any queries:
michelle.marriott@cv-bp.com.au

Applications close 27th January 2023

vvesétodr

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

CLEANERS REQUIRED
HOLIDAY HOUSE CLEANERS.

We are looking for cleaners to clean holiday homes.
Attention to detail is a must, you will need your own
car and cleaning equipment.

Flexible hours, casual work, suit partner teams.
Call now to discuss - 03 5952 3922

LK02201AA
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CLEANERS WANTED

Phillip Island Holiday Homes is a family business and we are looking for reliable, enthusiastic cleaners
who have an eye for detail and are eager for work. The work is regular, all year round, and can be allocated
based on your preferences and availability. All our cleaners are employed as contractors, so an ABN
is essential, as is your own vehicle and cleaning equipment. If you would like to know more about this

exceptional opportunity, please call us on 9443 7538.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

THE
WESTERNPORT

WESTERNPORT HOTEL REQUIRES:
KITCHENHAND / DISHY (12-40 HRS/WK)
BAR STAFF (12-30 HRS/WK)
WAIT STAFF (12-30 HRS/WK)

Apply to nick@thewesternport.com.au or in person

vvzgétoar

Bass Coast Health

Current vacancies

Registered Nurse -Outpatient
Permanent Part Time - Closes 27/01/2023

Registered Nurse - Acute
Permanent Full Time, Part Time, Casual -
Closes 27/01/2023

Return to Work Coordinator
Permanent Full Time - Closes 22/01/2023

Oral Health Therapist
Permanent Full Time, Part Time - Closes
27/01/2023

Registered Nurse - Urgent Care Centre
Permanent Part Time - Closes 29/01/2023

Administration Assistant
Permanent Part Time - Closes 29/01/2023

Associate Nurse Unit Manager - Emergency
Permanent Part Time/ all hours considered

Intake Coordinator
Permanent Part Time - Closes 227/01/2023

Manager Safety & Emergency Management
Permanent Full time - Closes 22/01/2023

Community Advisory Committee Member
Casual - Closes 29/01/2023

Integrated Family Services Practitioner
Permanent Full Time, Part Time - Closes
28/01/2023

Manager Workforce Bureau
Permanent Full Time - Closes 03/02/2023

Nurse Unit Manager Perioperative Service
Permanent Full Time - Closes 04/02/2023

Surgical Liaison Nurse
Fixed Term Part Time - Closes 03/02/2023

Team Leader Integrated Family Services
Permanent Full Time - Closes 28/01/2023

Associated Nurse Unit Manager - Central
Sterilising Department
Permanent Part Time - Closes 28/01/2023

Physiotherapist
Permanent Part Time - Closes 27/01/2023

Perioperative Services Manager
Permanent Full Time - Closes 03/02/2023

Registered Nurse - Emergency
Full Time, Part Time, Casual - Closes
31/01/2023

To find out more about working at
Bass Coast Health and to apply, visit
the Careers page on our website or

contact our HR team on
hr@basscoasthealth.org.au or 56713151

RN
“‘_}ﬁ, BCH

Bass Coast Health

p 56713151
e hr@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au

JD01995AA

yyooozodr

Meter Reader

(Full time - Fixed term contract
to 2 June 2023, Band 2)

Undertake meter readings,
monitor for abnormal usage
and leaks and interact with
customers in a friendly,
professional manner.

Applications close - 1 Feb 2023

Water Quality Specialist

(Full time - Ongoing, Band 5)

Lead plans, strategies and
performance in drinking water
quality, water catchment

and resource management,
integrated water planning and
dam safety.

Applications close - 6 Feb 2023

For further details, please visit
www.westernportwater.com.au
or call 1300 720 711

4

WESTERNPORT
WATER

Registered Nurse Carrie Grieve assists patient Mark Scott, who thinks the new ward is so
wonderful that Bass Coast Health will have difficulty getting patients to leave.

New acute ward open

The latest service has
opened in the new $115 mil-
lion Wonthaggi Hospital.

The Acute Ward, which
cares for medical and surgical
patients, opened on Level 3 of
the new hospital on January 3.

The 32-bed ward is called
Kodowlinun Ward, an Indig-
enous name meaning “I am
better”. The name was gifted
to Bass Coast Health by the
Bunurong Land Council to
recognise our Indigenous
community.

Staff moved 14 patients
from the old Acute Ward
in the existing hospital and
patients quickly warmed to
their new rooms, illuminated
with natural light, and of-

fering a personalised televi-
sion system, space and views
across Wonthaggi and the
hospital.

One of the first patients to be
moved, Mark Scott, said the
new facility was “fantastic”.

“It’s better than some of
the motel rooms I've stayed
in. The rooms are bright, re-
freshing, very practical and
user-friendly,” he said.

“It’s such a big difference
from the old hospital to the
new hospital and this will be
a great way of improving the
health of our community.”

Registered Nurse Carrie
Grieve said she loves the new
ward.

“It’s awesome. It’s open, it’s

bright, it’s spacious, it’s ev-
erything,” she said.

“It was sad leaving the old
ward because I had been
there for 16 years but what we
have now is like having a new
lease of life.”

The new Acute Ward has so
many features: two high acu-
ity beds for close observation;
a bariatric room; an isolation
room; paediatric beds for the
future, once paediatric inpa-
tient care commences; 16 sin-
gle rooms and eight double
rooms; and a patient lounge
overlooking Wonthaggi.

Visitors to Kodowlinun
Ward can access the ward by
coming to main reception in
the new hospital.

SITUATIONS VACANT

JDo1976AA

PHILLIP ISLAND HOMES FOR THE AGED ASSOC INC
MELALEUCA AGED CARE

SITUATIONS VACANT
KITCHEN/CLEANING STAFF

Permanent Part Time 30hrs per fortnight

ENROLLED ENDORSED
NURSE FOR LEAVE POSITION

- AM, PM & Night Duty Shifts.

Up to full time hours for the right applicant.
With view to permanent position.
Application in writing emailed with CV to Hayley:
hayley@phillipislandhomesfortheaged.com.au

“FULL TIME POSITION"

Do you love working with
people, as part of a team,
and individually?

Do you have exceptional
organisational and
communication skills?

Phillip Island Marine is

a family owned and
operated business and
is currently seeking a
full time shop sales and
administration support
person, responsible for
the diverse day-to-day
operations of this busy
complex.

Key responsibilities
include office and
business administration,
retail sales, book keeping,
people coordination, and
website management.

14 Beach Road, Rhyll
PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

vvSvéTooar

The successful applicant
will have:

« Strong organisational skills.

* High level of attention to
detail.

+ Confidence in dealing with
clients and colleagues.

+ Well-developed time
management skills with the
ability to prioritise.

« Ability to provide outstanding
customer service.

+ Ability to work autonomously
and effectively manage
enquiries.

+ High level of integrity, drive
and energy.

* An interest in boats and
fishing would be a bonus,
but not essential.

Applications close on

19th January and can

be forwarded to cath@
phillipislandmarine.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE
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Gold star for

bright

Staff, families and chil-
dren at Phillip Island Early
Learning Centre and San
Remo Preschool are all
smiles after receiving their
Smiles 4 Miles award.

Smiles 4 Miles is an ini-
tiative of Dental Health
Services Victoria and is im-
plemented locally by Bass
Coast Health.

The centres achieve the
Smiles 4 Miles award by
implementing healthy eat-
ing and oral health policies,
engaging families about the
importance of oral health
and educating children
through a variety of fun
learning experiences based
on the Smiles 4 Miles key
messages — Drink well, Eat
well and Clean well.

Tooth decay, an oral dis-
ease, affects half of all chil-
dren and adolescents and is
five times more prevalent
than asthma.

The percentage of chil-
dren in Bass Coast aged 0-5
attending public dental ser-
vices who have at least one
decayed, missing or filled

smiles

dren with tooth decay and
poor oral health can have
trouble eating, sleeping,
and paying attention at Kin-
dergarten.

“Phillip Island Early
Learning Centre and San
Remo Preschool are lead-
ing the way to help children
form good oral health and
healthy eating habits early,”
Smiles 4 Miles Coordinator
Beth Allan said.

“Children take lessons
they learn at a young age
with them, right up to adult-
hood. By promoting healthy
habits early in life, together
we can decrease the likeli-
hood of poor oral health
later in life”.

Educator Paige Kouts
from Phillip Island Early
Learning Centre was excit-
ed to see the service award-
ed.

“We know that good oral
health is essential to overall
health and wellbeing and
it’s rewarding to achieve
our award and know we’re

teaching children these
good habits early in life,”
she said.

tooth is 25 per cent. Chil-

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Who’s gonna save us?
Take 5

Partly responding to the Bass
Coast Shire’s Communications and
Engagement Review, the document
implies feedback is encouraged.
In practice, it’s how the Shire tells
us what they’re doing. It asks for
community feedback, by phone or
email, but my experience is they
take no notice.

Many of us are blacklisted, so
emails are intercepted by a modera-
tor, pending their discretion about
forwarding to anybody. If received
at all, replies are usually mean-
ingless. The problem is true up to
and including sending photos of
things like a large branch, dropped
from tree adjacent to kiddies’ play-
ground. Very dangerous, but after
10 days no action by the Shire.

The starting point might be for
the shire to tell the truth. There is
so much expertise devoted to disin-
formation.

Now Bass Coast outsources
to consultants. For example, the
“energy efficient” building, like
PICAL, ignoring orientation site
and building. Most windows
should face north, to capture solar
daylight and warmth. Where’s the
solar PV? Where’s the double glaz-
ing? Where’s space for 50 per cent
growth by 2035? More false econ-
omy?

Bernie McComb, Cowes

Say No has no answers

A member of the Say No group
visited Sunday, to gain my sig-
nature for the petition against
the Surf Beach Sunderland Bay
Roads and Drainage Improvement
Scheme. She said it will cost me
$30,000 but was unable to provide
any evidence.

I find it offensive how the group
(who don’t want to contribute to
the cost of the legally established
scheme under the Local Govern-
ment Act) are misleading our com-
munity with their version of costs
to scare us into signing their peti-
tion.

Given council has not voted on
the preferred option, calculated the
cost or provided this to rate payers
—this scare tactic needs to be called

out!

Pioneer Bay ratepayers paid as
little as $14,000 (average $18,000)
for their roads, drainage and paths.

It can be paid over time and finan-
cial support is available for those
who need it.

When asked about the dust that
chokes our lungs, many of us can’t
go outside or open windows, flood-
ing and potholes, she provided no
solution and seemed indifferent to
these impacts.

Her group is putting our commu-
nity’s health and wellbeing in jeop-
ardy. When asked what guarantee
they have Council would pay to ad-
dress these issues if they stopped
the scheme, she had no answer.

Council has clearly explained the
scheme is the only permanent solu-
tion to stop the dust, fix the drain-
age and potholes. They won't be
wasting tax-payers money imple-
menting temporary spray seals
again and simply move on to intro-
duce it to Smiths Beach.

We will be left languishing, com-
plaining about the dust, flooding
and potholes just like Sunset Strip.

Their petition, in my opinion, is
a marketing tactic to gain property
owners’ email addresses, to send
their misinformation, creating a
database of every house in our es-
tate, noting who has signed and tar-
geting houses that haven’t.

They are asking people to con-
tact neighbours, real estate agents
and even pretend to be putting up a
fence to gain our contact informa-
tion, dubious tactics questionably
in breach of the Privacy Act.

Council uses the legal process
to engage with property owners.
When presented with the petition,
place it where it belongs, in the re-
cycling bin.

Gavan O’Connor, Surf Beach

We’re voting Yes

Sunderland Bay and Surf Beach
are growing communities of mod-
ern homes that cater for permanent
residents and holiday homeowners.
We believe they should not have to
tolerate substandard roads and a
drainage system from a past era.

There is an increasing number of
cars on our roads and the unmade
roads require a high level of main-
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tenance. In addition there are con-
tinual problems of dust, noise and
safety. Modern residential areas re-
quire properly constructed roads,
with appropriate calming arrange-
ments and a well-designed drain-
age system.

Safety is a major issue with un-
made roads with poor drainage
arrangements. Residents use the
roads for walking to the beach
and for walking/jogging as exer-
cise. This includes the elderly and
family groups, often walking dogs
on leads and pushing children in
strollers. Bike riders have to nego-
tiate the rough edges as they cope
with passing cars. Some roads have
large open drains on either side
preventing access to nature strips,
where they do exist, for walking.
As a result residents and visitors
are frequently required to walk on
the roads.

The present drainage system
does not cope with the seasonal
rain and the drains are often full
of water, weeds and rubbish. The
drains are poorly constructed and
maintained, are often unsightly
and become breeding grounds for
mosquitoes. The poor drainage sys-
tem does not allow water to drain
away from some properties which
leave the yards as mini swamps.
For a modern growing community
the drainage system is completely
inadequate.

We realise cost is a major factor
for some residents but the Council
has attempted to help with this mat-
ter. There is a need to balance cost
against safety, dust, noise, traffic
management and drainage require-
ments. It is inevitable that the road
and drainage issue will need to be
addressed and delaying the matter
will only lead to higher costs in the
future, which will be passed on to
future generations.

Reg Elder and Cathie Roby, Surf
Beach

Safety, seriously

Like many residents of Red Rocks
and Ventnor, I'm deeply concerned
by the spate of terrible traffic col-
lisions (including the fatal incident
on Christmas Day) at the inter-
section of Ventnor and Red Rocks
roads.

Platitudes from authorities do
nothing to heal broken hearts, or
prevent future tragedies.

Far more effective would be a
detailed assessment of this deadly
intersection, followed by a serious
safety upgrade.

Helen Brown, Red Rocks

Surf Beach dust up

I am one of the community mem-
bers walking around the Sunder-
land Bay and Surf Beach estates in-
forming people of Council’s special
charge scheme and seeking sup-
port to halt the current proposals
put forward by Bass Coast Shire —
that is the one size fits all approach
and let’s change a gorgeous seaside
village into a concrete jungle that
services the tourists rather than the
residing community.

Speaking to ratepayers of Sun-
derland Bay and Surf Beach there
is a consensus from both sides of
the Special Charge Scheme discus-
sion that Council is currently filling
potholes created by the wet season
and undertaking their usual tourist
season superficial roads tidy up by
putting down less than suitable ag-
gregate.

Ratepayers have voiced their con-
cerns regarding the quality of the
aggregate, that the aggregate size
is larger than used previously on
our roads and that this aggregate
appears to be producing more dust
than previously.

It may be coincidence or fact, only
suppliers and Council will know
the truth, but the timing seems
to suit Council as it tries to push
through a scheme that clearly more
than 51 per cent of the community
are strongly and vocally against.

Again, we ask that Council meet
with the Say No group to discuss
a more suitable, environmentally
friendly, water smart, cost effective
solution to the dust and drainage is-
sues for our community.

You can sign the Say No petition
at the local bottle shop or coffee
van at Surf Beach.

Susie Wickes, Surf Beach

Penalties for Barro Group

Australia’s  biggest  concrete
company is facing huge penalties
before it starts sand extraction at

Paige Kouts (right) from Phillip Island Early Learning Centre receives the Smiles 4 Miles award from Coordinator Beth Allan.
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Grantville.

Victoria’s Environment Protec-
tion Authority has cancelled Barro
Group’s licence to operate its Sun-
shine Landfill site at Kealba. Action
against the company began in Oc-
tober 2022 after many complaints.
The EPA said Barro Group failed
to meet compliance issues required
under its licence. Bass Coast resi-
dents are concerned that the com-
pany will show equal contempt for
its permit conditions at Grantville.

Charges issued alleging non-
compliance with the General En-
vironment Duty have a maximum
penalty of $1.8 million for the com-
pany and $360,000 for each direc-
tor.

Barro Group has a sand extrac-
tion permit on a site adjoining Bass
River in McGrady Road, Grantville.
Neighbouring landholders, Anne
and Philip Westwood have advised
Bass Coast Shire Council that they
believe the company has already
breached its permit conditions but
the Shire has taken no action.

Phil Westwood, Grantville

Wrong way-go back

Referring to the front page of last
week’s Advertiser (January 11).

Points of compass/navigation/di-
rections are all no go zones for me,
but having said that, I'm 99.9 per
cent sure that if I'm driving from
The Esplanade towards Chapel
Street, I would be heading south
not north. Lots of visitors here atm
... don’t want them confused.

Bronwyn Raeck, Cowes

Stop the circus

Stop the circus that is circulat-
ing regarding Vote No for the Surf
Beach Sunderland Bay Special
Charge Scheme.

When submissions to rate pay-
ers have been sent, then that is the
time to vote and I assume one vote
per household ... As it stands now,
the “No” enthusiasts are banging
on doors and asking people to sign
their names to have the scheme
dropped. On scrutiny you will find
more signatures than rate payers!
Please take this seriously, it’s far too
important for the games that are be-
ing acted out. Let’s be adults here.

Judith Doyle, Smiths Beach



A Grade

The A grade travelled over to Scorpion Park
for a grand final rematch in a must win round
10 clash. Losing the toss in stifling conditions,
the Sharks were made to field.

Marcus and Charith opened the bowling in a
new combination and were stingy with the new
ball on a ground conducive to runs.

Whilst not getting any wickets the game was
still in balance, as the heat started to take ef-
fect. Simon was introduced into the attack and
struck immediately.

Another partnership was building until
Charith ragged one to take the stumps of the
Town captain which saw the Scorpions 2/98.

At the 30 over mark the game was slipping
away from the Island boys as Leongatha Town
were 2/138 with 10 overs to go, before a great
catch by Eli off the bowling of Kirton saw the
league’s most damaging bat on his way and a
big sigh of relief for the Sharks.

From there we were able to put the clamps on
the scoring whilst also getting some wickets.

Some clinical death bowling from Baxter
who finished with 2/40 and Silky who finished
with 3/19 from his eight overs, saw Town finish
on a very chaseable 173.

A new look batting order saw the Sharks off
to a flyer, with TK (24 off 15) taking a liking to
the new ball.

With his departure the score was 40 off 7
overs and we were well in front of the game.
It also brought debutant Tom Blackwell to the
crease, who was looking solid until copping the
yorker of the year from the Town quick.

Jarrod Black fell shortly after for a well-made

26 after a great job behind the stumps earlier.

These wickets brought in-form Silky to the
crease alongside out of form captain Mock.
With the game in the balance it was an impor-
tant partnership for the Sharks.

After a slow but steady start, the partnership
started to blossom and runs started to flow as
the pair hit the Town attack to all parts, in a
run-a-ball 94 run partnership and all but sealed
the game.

Silk was dismissed for a well-made 56. Short-
ly after the boys got over the line with seven
overs remaining, with Mocky finishing with a
well-made but overdue 53 not out.

A great win by the Sharks which will help set
up the rest of their season.

Man of the match was Shiran Ratnaike 3/19
and 56.

A2 Cricket

Looking to lock in a top 4 spot the A2 cricket
team took on bottom placed Glen Alive in a one-
day fixture at Cowes.

Skipper Clint Wilson won the toss and de-
cided to field, hoping to dismiss the opposition
early and avoiding the heat.

Things started well for the Island with a ter-
rible mix up from the Alvie openers handing us
a run-out for an early wicket.

From there Alvie skipper Harris was making
the most of the lighting quick outfield, picking
up boundaries regularly off our openers Tom
Niven and George McCausland.

With the score 1/65 off 12 overs, Wilson
brought himself and Tim Niven into the attack
with immediate success, Tim having Harris out

Sharks set up the season

to a great catch by George McCausland for 40.

With the breakthrough, Clint brought Heath
Womersley on at his end, Heath getting a wick-
et via a good catch by his dad Dave at mid-on.

With the score 3/83 off 20 and the heat rising,
we were keen to knock over the Alvie middle
quickly and Tim Niven pulled off a brilliant
direct hit run out from side on to get a wicket.
When Dave Womersley got his own wicket
next over, Glen Alvie were in strife at 6/103 with
15 overs still to go.

For the remainder of their innings Glen Alvie
just occupied the crease as the temperature re-
ally started to rise in the middle.

All bowlers did a great job as we restricted
them to a final tally of 148 off 40 overs.

Dave Womersley 1/12/4 was tidy and Heath
Womersley 1/13/6 bowled a great spell un-
changed, Skipper Wilson finishing with the
miserly figures of 1/11/8.

Daniel Bourke opened with Kurt Lane with
the latter keen to unleash his big hitting and get
the chase over quickly.

After a couple of tight overs Kurt found his
range and quickly got to 25 before Bourkey de-
cided he wanted to bat with someone else, hit-
ting a ball so close to the bowler and running
that Kurt was run out by half the pitch.

Luckily Kurt took it really well, so Bourkey
didn’t feel too bad!

Sarith Angelo joined Bourkey, and the pair
really started to take full toll on some loose
bowling by Glen Alvie, Gelo in particular hit-
ting a massive six to go with his seven bound-
aries on his way to a run-a-ball 43, his wicket
ending a 77-run partnership and we were 2/108

off 18 overs.

Dave Womersley was in next, and he was
happy to rotate the strike as Bourkey really
started to find his groove, playing some beauti-
ful strokes including two delightful drives for
SiX.

As we neared the victory tally, Bourkey was
trapped in front LBW for a fantastic 57, Kohen
Beaumont joining Dave to tick off the last four
runs as we passed the required total with 14
overs still to go.

The victory puts us two games clear in sec-
ond spot with a huge away game against third
placed Wonthaggi this week, a win in that game
could sew up a top two spot and a home final.

RSL man of the Match was Daniel Bourke.

Novice champion

Congratulations to Lynne Thomas from
Phillip Island Bowls Club being Strzelecki
South Novice Champions winning against
Cheryl Floyd from Corinella 21 - 10. A great
game to watch and both players bowled
like seasoned bowlers. It was commented
after the game that the quality these two
ladies displayed it was hard to believe they
were novices. Well done!

Bridge results

The new partnership of Ann Hodgson and
Caroline Shaw got off to a good start, wining
the day on 69.63 per cent.

In second place were Deb Anglim and Greg
Nicholson on 61.48 per cent. Shirley Stewart
and Bron Sund finished third on 55.19 per cent.

On Wednesday, January 11, there were only
two and a half tables, so it was agreed to have
fun and play social bridge, so no results to re-
port.

Thursday social bridge will recommence on
Thursday, January 26.

It is an opportunity to practice play, share
knowledge, and support new players.

To ensure there are sufficient numbers
please register attendance with Wendy
Mckergow on 0459 200 265.

The game was held at Lang Lang Bowls
club and was another great day for our fam-
ily of bowlers.

30 of our team turned up at Lang Lang for
this week’s challenge, and what a challenge it
was,  have never seen so many drawn match-
es ever before.

The weather was a bit on the warm side
with most of our players heading for the
shade between shots.

The green was in excellent condition, but it
was still a bit tricky for quite a few players.

A few wrong bias shots added to our RCH
tin which is always good.

Winners today on 35 points were Peter McWilliams / Lindsay Russell
(Co-Skips), Joy Brown (2) and Shirley Corcoran (L).

Midweek bowls

And, as usual, quite a bit of friendly ban-
ter between players as well as quite a bit of
laughter across all rinks.

Winners today on 35 points were Peter
McWilliams / Lindsay Russell (Co-SKkips),
Joy Brown (2) and Runners up on 30 points
were Michael Dady (S), Laurie Bell (3), Frank
D’Unienville (2) and Wayne Stevens (L).

Shirley Corcoran (L).

Runners up on 30 points were Michael Dady
(S), Laurie Bell (3), Frank D’Unienville (2) and
Wayne Stevens (L).

Best One Game winners were Mark Andre-
atta (S), Robyn Coulson (3), Chris Coulson (2)

and Bob Arnold (L).

It was great to see so many players who
have been missing over the past few months
turning up.

Also good to see Jan who came along to
have a look even though she is recovering
from a bad fall.

A big shout out to Marianne and Colin in
the bar, Vern who cleared up the green after
the match and Marianne again with Bev in
the kitchen after the match.

Next week we will meet at Corinella for yet
another great day of bowls.

So looking forward to seeing everyone on
site by 10am to allow time to get the teams
in order.

Meanwhile, have a great week and hoping
everyone has a good win at this week’s pen-
nant matches.

Runners up on 30 points were Michael Dady (S), Laurie Bell (3),
Frank D’Unienville (2) and Wayne Stevens (L).
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The first event of the Bass Coast Series, the Cape Aquathon, is on this week. It’s followed
by the San Remo Channel Challenge (pictured) on February 4, and Cowes Classic on Febru-
ary 18. Registrations are open online at www.basscoastseries.com.au.

Bass Coast Summer
Series underway

The first event of the Bass Coast Series
kicks off this weekend when 150 - 200 com-
petitors hit the water at Cape Paterson for the
Annual Cape Aquathon on Sunday, January
22 at 10am.

This is followed by the Channel Challenge,
which takes place in San Remo on Saturday,
February 4 at 11am. The Cowes Classic follows
a fortnight later on Saturday February 18.

The Little Penguin Dash for 7 — 14-year-old
competitors will also be held at Cowes on the
morning of the Cowes Classic.

There are nearly 100 competitors already
registered for the Cape Aquathon with many
of those aiming to complete the trifecta of
Aquathons held each summer in the Bass
Coast Shire.

The Channel Challenge has 220 competitors

entered already. There is also $3400 in prize-
money to be awarded to the best competitors,
Open and Local, in 16 categories for points
awarded over the whole Bass Coast Series.

A reminder to all intending competitors that
the Channel Challenge and Cowes Classic
are only open to online entries.

The Channel Challenge Race Centre will be
open for two shifts for competitors to collect
their race packs - on the Friday evening be-
tween 5.30pm and 7.30pm when on the spot
registrations will be taken and on Saturday
morning from 8am - 10.30am when race
packs will be available for online registered
competitors.

Register for all events in the Bass Coast
Series, and the Little Penguin Dash at www.
basscoastseries.com.au
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Hunter and Reece McRae celebrate with their Mum Natasha after getting big personal

bests in their races.

Swimmers shine at Traralgon

While many holiday mak-
ers were enjoying a sleep-in
throughout the region, 75
South Gippsland Bass swim-
mers headed off to Traralgon
to compete in GSI 7 on Janu-
ary 2.

For many it was the chance
to get back into race mode af-
ter the summer break, with
the major meets the next two
weekends for the more expe-
rienced members of the team.

For many of the juniors, it
was a chance to have another
swim and build up their expe-
rience and get back into race
mode again.

There were an incredible
number of Personal Bests
(PBs) achieved on the day,
with some swimmers not
having raced competitively
for six weeks.

Many of those PBs amongst
the older squad members have
meant that several swimmers
will now be swimming next
weekend competing in the
State Sprints championships.

Several SGB swimmers
were lucky enough to be part

Emily Croatto, Jedda Tagell and Eden Roberts were very
pleased to have qualified for the State Sprints championships
next weekend with impressive swims int he 50m freestyle.

of the D21 team where they
received extra coaching to try
and help them go that second
or half a second faster that is
needed to have them swim at
Vic Countries in a fortnight.

Coach Dylan was pleased
with their efforts.

“The months of training
have paid off for the swim-

mers and those heading to
competitions are looking fan-
tastic in the water and we had
some great times.

“Idid love seeing our junior’s
swim. They are really going to
have such fun swimming over
the next few weeks at school
competitions and upcoming
Gippsland champs.”

Phillip Island Football Netball Club

2023 season is coming!!!
Senior player registration day Sunday 5th of February at 3pm.

(D,C,B,A grades)

Registration and tryout games.
2023 Trials registration is now open for all junior teams.
Register via the link below before 5:00pm Friday 3rd February.

Dates:
Sunday 5th February
Sunday 12th February

Important information:
- My Netball registration must be paid prior to trial
- Attendance at 1 trial session is compulsory for all age groups
and teams. Attending 2 is even better!

- If numbers allow we will be entering second teams in the
Leongatha & District Netball Association. This competition
season aligns with WGFNC season, LDNA support teams from
other local football leagues and importantly it is good to support
our regional netball competitions.

Any queries regarding the 2023 season please contact Netball
Operations directly on 0404 019 852.

JO01751AA




Lucas Chihotski, winner of

the weekend’s Junior Points
competition, after steering

a salmon from the water to

weigh-in.

Helen Ismail had the biggest
snapper of the weekend,
weighing 1035 grams, and
won the Senior Heaviest
Weight competition prize.

Paul Goodwin conjured the
best King George whiting

of the weekend, worth 1708
points (610 grams), to win the
Senior Points competition.

Angling Club fishing competition

The Rhyll-Phillip Island
Angling Club (RPIAC) re-
sumed their 2022/2023 an-
gling competition, with the
seventh competition for the
season held over the week-
end.

A preliminary forecast
promised scorching heat and
sunshine for Saturday with
cooler and windier weather
for Sunday.

Indeed, the forecast deliv-
ered great summer weather.

Considering a water tem-
perature around 22 degrees
and reports of monstrous
King George whiting and
ravenous snapper, anglers
were poised for extraordi-
nary feats.

The Rhyll boat ramp web-
cam confirmed that an early
start meant a short stroll to
the pontoons, whilst late-
sleepers walked slightly
further from the foreshore.
A few large vessels used the
recently upgraded facility as
a private marina and recre-
ational boaters struggled to
find space and temporarily
moor for launch and retriev-
al.

Thankfully the large ves-
sels were gone by midday,
and Rhyll’'s harmony was
restored.

A total of 36 fish and four
sharks were weighed-in at
the RPIAC clubrooms with-
in the designated 4.30pm to
5.30pm weigh-in window for
each day.

Russell Gallagher, the
RPIAC weigh-in master, and
Chris Leonardos, RPIAC
Club Captain, were swift and
focussed, ensuring all data
was collected.

The range of eligible spe-
cies included pinkie snapper,
King George whiting, flat-
head, salmon, and gummy
sharks.

At the 5.30pm Sunday con-
clusion of weigh-in, the re-
sults were finalised, and the
pace slowed to island-time.

Anglers and supporters
gathered at the RPIAC club-
rooms for the post-compe-

tition presentation and en-
joyed a meal of Cafe Bazarre
pizzas, complemented by
salads, ice creams and slices.

A great deal of effort by
volunteers, particularly Lor-
raine, Nikky, Jill, and Peter,
made the whole weekend a
great success.

The RPIAC’s Extraordi-
nary Catch Incentives for
eligible species, caught by
members on competition
weekends, remain banked.

None of these $1000 first-
to-catch prizes have been
claimed this season, al-
though many are optimistic
about catching an eligible
species that equals or ex-
ceeds the nominated weight:
King George whiting (1000
grams), snapper (10 Kkilo-
grams), gummy shark (20
kilograms), mulloway (25
kilograms) and kingfish (25
kilograms).

RPIAC encourages par-
ticipation in recreational
angling and welcomes new-
comers to learn more about
participation in the club’s
activities.

RPIAC offers complimen-
tary membership to chil-
dren, aged 16 and under, so
they can develop skills and
an awareness of sustainable
and responsible angling.

With holidays coming to a
close for many, the Squidgie
category, for anglers aged
nine and under, was uncon-
tested this weekend.

The Junior Weight compe-
tition was won by Lucas Chi-
hotski who steered a salmon
weighing 535 grams out of
the water and into the weigh-
in room.

The Junior competition
welcomed Mitchell Smith,
who reeled-in a King George
whiting worth 1400 points
(500 grams) to win the Junior
Points prize.

With an abundance of pin-
kie snapper in Westernport
the challenge was to find the
biggest.

The Senior Heaviest
Weight competitions were

won by Helen Ismail and
Peter Cubeta, weighing in a
pair of snapper of 1035 grams
and 930 grams, respectively.
King George whiting were
the species that dominated
in the Senior Points competi-
tions.

Paul Goodwin conjured
the best King George whit-
ing of the weekend, worth
1708 points (610 grams), to
win the Senior Male Points
competition.

Female Club Champion
Carrianne Peatey took the
Senior Female Points prize
for a King George whit-
ing worth 1218 points (435
grams).

Despite reports of squid all
around Phillip Island, none
greater than the one-kilo
minimum weight made it to
the weigh-in room, leaving
the squid/cuttlefish competi-
tion uncontested.

Anglers were keen to
bring their gummy sharks
to weigh-in and the most
impressive, caught by Mark
Griffin, tipped the scales at
6280 grams to win the shark

competition.
The Secret Weight prize
was awarded to Tenille

Preddice, closest to the se-
cret weight with a 335 gram
King George whiting (secret
weight 346 grams).

The RPIAC clubroom is
located adjacent to the Rhyll
boat ramp and is open to
members and visitors on Fri-
days (from 5pm) and compe-
tition weekends coinciding
with weigh in.

The next angling com-
petition will be held over
the weekend of February 4
and 5.

There are still many oppor-
tunities to take part in the
scheduled angling competi-
tions and compete for comp-
weekend prizes and the club
championships.

For further information
about the club, events, com-
petitions, and rules, please
visit the website: www.rpiac.
com

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31
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The Phillip Island Boardriders Club is celebrating 60 years of surfing this year, with a Festi-
val of Surfing throughout January and February.

Boardridel.:s
celebrates its 60th

The Phillip Island Boardriders Club (PIBC),
which started in 1963 is celebrating 60 years
of surfing this year.

The celebration coincides with the Phillip
Island National Surfing Reserve’s 10th anni-
versary, since it was declared a National Surf-
ing Reserve in 2013.

To mark the occasion, PIBC is hosting a
Festival of Surfing throughout January and
February showcasing surfing and its culture
through events, competitions, displays, art,
and live music.

With 14 surfing events and activities on of-
fer, including state and local events, it is sure
to appeal to all kinds of surfers of all ages and
abilities.

“We are proud to present the Festival of
Surfing with our partners Bass Coast Shire
Council, Surfing Victoria, Surfers Rescue
24/7, Phillip Island National Surfing Reserve,
Phillip Island Nature Parks, Island Surf-
boards, Girls on Board and the Disabled Surf-
ers Association Bass Coast,” Club President
Hannah Eisen said.

“I invite the surfing community to come
celebrate the sport that we all love and check
out the awesome program of events on our
website.

“With three generations of members active-
ly involved in the club, we have tried to make
sure there is something for everyone.”

The Festival of Surfing program of events
kicks off on January 21 with the National
Surfing Reserve’s 10th Annual Surfing
Teams Challenge and concludes with the Cut-
back Festival and the Victorian Teams Titles
on the last weekend in February.

During the Festival there is a range of ac-
tivities on offer, including free Surfers Res-
cue and CPR courses, come and try surfing
sessions with Island Surfboards, the popular
Supergroms program supported by the Phil-
lip Island RSL and the Disabled Surfers As-
sociation Bass Coast will be offering a surf-
ing experience for people with a disability at
Smiths Beach.

To bring the event to a close, the club is
hosting the Cutback Festival, a community-
focused, family-friendly music festival with
local artists. It invites the surfing community
to join them for an epic day of live music and
good vibes to celebrate 60 years of the Phillip
Island Boardriders Club.

The Cutback Festival’s musical line-up in-
cludes bands 3 Humps and Ozone, as well as
solo artists Steve Cousins, Felipe Baldomir,
Cassandra Craddock, Nira Quinn and duo
Dannielle Baylis and Jacquie Sterling.

A highlight during February is the Phillip
Island Boardriders Club competing in the
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Australian Boardriders Battle.

The club is representing Victoria for the
fourth consecutive time in Newcastle where
the team will surf against the country’s best
Boardriders Clubs, in Australia’s biggest
grassroots club event. Keep an eye on the
club’s socials for streaming details.

“Events like this Festival of Surfing are only
possible with strong community supporters,”
said Hannah.

“I’d like to thank the following businesses
who support the club year-round, including
Bang Bang, Young Henrys, Archi Sign, Rip
Curl, Eisen Property, McHenry Motors, Atoll
Travel, Flock Surfboards and many more.”

Program of events

January

21st: Phillip Island National Surfing Reserve’s
Teams Challenge

February

3rd: Festival Opening at Bang Bang with Vintage
Surfboard Display

4th: Come and Try Surfing, book with Island
Surfboards

4th—s5th: Woolworths Victorian Junior Surfing
Titles — Round 1

PIBC team representing at the Australian Board-
riders Battle Newcastle

11th: Cat Bay Longboard Classic — hosted by PIBC
11th: Supergroms program at Smiths Beach

12th: Disabled Surfers Association Smiths Beach,
volunteers needed

15th-16th: 24/7 Surfers Rescue Program,
book online

18th: Twin Fin Specialty Event — PIBC

18th-19th: Indigenous High Performance Training
Camp with Surfing Australia

25th: Victorian Open Round 3, Cutback Festival -
at the Phillip Island Boardriders Clubhouse

26th: Victorian Teams Titles

CASUAL TENNIS
COURT HIRE

RHYLL
$15.00 per hour
Bookings General Store
5907 6796
BBAQ facilities available in Rhyll Park
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PHILLIP
ISLAND
MARINE

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au
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Claudia Croatto placed third and is with her

proud coach Caiden after receiving her award. backstroke.

Standing on the same starting
blocks where their idols stood
just over a month ago, 49 South
Gippsland Bass (SGB) swimmers
competed in the 2023 Victorian
Sprints Championship.

All events are 50m and in age
groups, with SGB having swim-
mers competing in all categories,
swimming against the best of all
of Victoria.

Only swimmers who had quali-
fying times were able to compete,
so competition was fierce. To
have 11 swimmers make the fi-
nals is a superb effort for the club.

In a competition where the dif-
ference between 10th and 30th
can be half a second, the SGB
swimmers can hold their heads
up high with their results.

Several swimmers made fi-
nals and many of the swimmers
achieved PBs — an amazing effort
given how frequently they have
raced lately.

Coaches Dylan and Caiden
were really impressed with the
effort of the swimmers.

“Watching the swimmers’
progress throughout the season
and have the success they have
had over the weekend, with PBs
or making finals has made me
proud,” Dylan said.

“They have worked so hard,
they are really seeing all their
training and you can just see it
paying off.”

Proud family watched on from
the stands as swimmer after
swimmer emerged from their
race pleased to have qualified,
to have done their best and most
with PBs.

The SGB team: Rebecca Bar-
clay, Lillian Bassed, Freya Berry,
Billy Boyd, Maddy Boyd, Max
Brocklesby, Rex Brocklesby,
Claudia Croatto, Emily Croatto,
Isabel Croatto, Tomei Dal Pozzo,

Olivia and Will celebrate making finals at

Warm up time at MSAC.

Ebony Donohue, Billy Fisher,
Maggie Fisher, Cormac Flynn,
Lachie Grimes, Kuga Heenan,
Olivia Holmes, Joshua Hunt, Si-
enna Hunt, Holly Hurst, Kiar-
nah Kranen, Mostyn Lumsden,
Isabella Lynch, Rahni Matheson,
Sienna Matheson, Taylah Mathe-
son, Sophie Mckenzie, Harper
McRae Hugh Munro, Skye Mun-
ro, Trinity O’Keefe, Lachlan Pa-
terson, Cooper Quaife, Gypsy
Quaife, Eden Roberts, Miah Rob-
erts, Jade Ruffin, Jasmine Ruffin,
Jemma Rump, William Simmons,
Aidan Smyth, Archie Smyth, Ar-
chie Smyth, Lara Smyth, Jarrah
Tagell, Jedda Tagell and Mason
Wiggins.

Heats

Heats were held on Saturday,
with the following swimmers
returning Sunday to compete in
finals.

Rex Brocklesby, 1lyrs U 50m

the Victorian Sprints Championships.
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Rec Brocklesby celebrates second place in

Jasmine Ruffin enjoying the day.

Olivia Holmes, with one of her two second

place medals.

SGB sprints to success at championship

Fly, 50m Back, 50m Free.

Claudia Croatto, 13yrs 50m
Breast.

Tomei Dal Pozzo, 19yrs O 50m
Back, 50m Breast.

Olivia Holmes, 13yrs 50m Fly,
50m Free, 50m Back.

Mostyn Lumsden, 15yrs 50m
Fly.

Rahni Matheson,
Breast.

Sienna Matheson, 16yrs 50m
Breast.

Sophie Mckenzie, 18yrs 50m
Butterfly, 50m Breast, 50m Free.

Miah Roberts, 13yrs 50m Back.

Archie Smyth, 11yrs U 50m Fly.

Will Simmons 13yrs 50m Free-
style.

There was no rest for swim fam-
ilies, with over 70 of the swimmers
heading to Wangaratta for the
weekend to compete in the Coun-
tries Long Course event where
SGB hopes to finish in the top 4
again for regional based teams.

l4yrs 50m

Finals results

Pretty impressive effort given
this is the best for each age group
for the whole state!

Rex Brocklesby, 11yrs U som Fly sth,
s5om Back 2nd, som Free 7th.

Claudia Croatto, 13yrs som Breast
3rd.

Tomei Dal Pozzo, 19yrs O som Back
5th, som Breast 5th.

Olivia Holmes, 13yrs som Fly 4th,
som Free 2nd, som Back 2nd.

Mostyn Lumsden, 15yrs som Fly 4th.

Rahni Matheson, 14yrs som Breast
6th.

Sienna Matheson, 16yrs som Breast
1oth.

Sophie Mckenzie, 18yrs som Butter-
fly, sth, som Breast 1st, s5om Free 4th.

Miah Roberts, 13yrs som Back gth.
Archie Smyth, 11yrs U som back 7th.
Will Simmons, 13yrs som Free 8th.

Team manager Janelle and Katherine are all

smiles with the swimmers’ success.
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AND STAFF

92 RED ROCKS ROAD, COWES

* Picturesque rural and water views with a
short stroll to Red Rocks Beach

* Fully fenced rear yard with established gardens

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$890,000

23 PHILLIP ISLAND ROAD,
SUNDERLAND BAY

* Modern new home — just move in and enjoy!
* Double garage and full concrete driveway

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$690,000

3 GLAMIS ROAD,VENTNOR

* Breathtaking location, directly above one of
the Island’s most spectacular surf breaks with
uninterrupted views of Berrys Beach and
surrounding headlands

* Tennis court and ornamental lake situated on
approx. 2.5 acres

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

WE HAVE
CASH
BUYERS
READYTO
PURCHASE

NOW!

CALL US
TODAY FORA
FREE MARKET

APPRAISAL.

HOLIDAY
RENTALS
REQUIRED

I 13aThompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633
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