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WHAT A SCORCHER! The high temperatures over the weekend saw thousands flocking to local beaches. The Cowes foreshore beach was a sea of sunshades, with families enjoying the calm waters
and escaping the heat. The weekend's temperatures were almost 10 degrees higher than the mean maximum temperature for Phillip Island recorded by the Bureau of Metearology (BOM). However, accord-
ing to BOM records, the highest January temperature for the island was 40.2 degrees Celsius, recorded on January 13, 2016.

Erosion protestors demand funding

SILVERLEAVES

The “alarming rate” of ero-
sion at Silverleaves was a “test
case” for all of coastal Victoria,
requiring urgent government
funding, hundreds of protestors
were told on Monday.

More than 200 protestors
gathered at the “red zone” beach
section of Sanders Road to hear
speakers call on the State Gov-
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ernment “to fund emergency
works to save our homes from
being washed away”.

Resident Natalie Gray told
the crowd the risk was “imme-
diate”.

“I am afraid when sleep-
ing in my bed at night during
a storm, when I can hear and
see the waves, held back by
a metre of sand and hear the
crash as banksias fall, hopeful-

ly away from my house,” Natalie
said.

Natalie called on the State
Government to fund a “shovel
ready” sandbag wall “to protect
homes before the king tides at
Easter” and said the state had
failed to maintain groynes to
protect the beach.

“Yet the state has approved
new infrastructure — the most
recent (the Coghlan Road to

Rose Avenue) rock wall — which
has exacerbated erosion,” she
added.

As reported, the Department
of Energy, Environment and
Climate Action (DEECA) have
proposed a sandbag wall cost-
ing up to $500,000 as an interim
measure to stop further erosion,
but funding has yet to be made
available.

Continued page 8
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A stunning
nighttime

display

Fireworks weren't the only stunning display heralding the start
of 2025. On January 2, local photographer Anna Carson captured

this Aurora from Kilcunda at 1.38am.

The Block winner announced

REALITY TV

A 34-year-old Ballarat healthcare work-
er has won the LMCT+ Block Island
draw, opting for the $8 million in cash
rather than the Block resort on Phillip
Island.

Well-known figure on The Block,
Adrian Portelli forked out more than
$15 million on November 9 to secure the
entire property from the 2024 season of
the reality TV show, with all five houses
then listed on his LMCT+ website.

The website sold tickets in a give-
away for the public to have a chance to
win, with entries meant to close on De-
cember 26, but delayed until December
27 after being halted by technical is-
sues, live in front of 111,000 viewers on
Facebook.

The eventual winner was named as
34-year-old Ballarat resident Holly, with
confetti raining on Mr Portelli and The
Block 2024 winners Maddy and Char-
lotte.

A stunned Holly told Mr Portelli “oh
my God, no f**ing way. I didn’t watch
the live draw on purpose because I

thought it would be bad luck”.

She said she would take the night to
figure out whether she would opt for the
houses or the cash, with an announce-
ment then made on LMCT+ Instagram
that she had opted for the cash.

“Thank you Adrian, I can’t put into
words how much this means to me,”
Holly wrote on Instagram.

The decision means Mr Portelli re-
tains The Block houses on Phillip Island.

According to an ABC news report
last year, Mr Portelli and his company,
Xclusive Tech Pty Ltd, face 19 charges
of person conducting/assist in the con-
duct of an unlawful lottery in South
Australia.

The charges range in date from Janu-
ary 2023 to May 2024, with Xclusive
Tech charged over several lotteries that
offered properties from The Block as a
major prize.

Under South Australia’s Lotteries
Act 2019, any lottery not licensed in the
state is unlawful, with organisers facing
a maximum penalty of $10,000.

Mr Portelli is due to face court on
January 15.

POLICE
E BRIEES

New Year’s Eve
There were no arrests or significant
incidents to report for New Year’s Eve
on the island. Police reported overall
crowd behaviour was generally good.
As part of the extra resources al-
located to Bass Coast, the Mounted
Branch came to assist in Cowes.
There were multiple reports of il-
legal fireworks, but police said there
were no ongoing investigations.

Newhaven accident

A four-car accident near the Choco-
late Factory and the Visitor Informa-
tion Centre in Newhaven on Sunday
saw long traffic delays, with the
bridge closed for around an hour
as police and emergency services
cleared the scene.

Police said there were no seri-
ous injuries. The accident occurred
around 12.30pm, and several hours
later there were still long delays in
the area.
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The area in darker green shows Western Port is a protected Ramsar area, one
of about 60 in Australia given international protection. Just as one hydrogen
facility looks set to fail, another has reared its head.

New hydrogen plant
proposed for Western Port

INDUSTRY

The Victorian Government has
failed to provide sufficient infor-
mation on a proposed hydrogen
production facility on Western
Port.

The new project comes after
plans to build the world’s largest
hydrogen demonstration project,
in Western Port, appeared to col-
lapse at the end of last year.

Now the Victorian Planning
Minister has received a request
from Spiire, on behalf of Energys
Australia, to develop hydrogen
production at the Port of Hast-
ings.

Late last year the Minister
released basic details about the
proposal, with public comment
running from November 20 to
December 20, with an assess-
ment and decision expected early
in 2025.

Western Port Biosphere Foun-
dation CEO Mel Barker wrote
a submission calling for better
community consultation about
the nature and scale of the proj-
ect, adding the details released do
“not provide a clear overview” of
the proposal.

“There has been no prior con-
sultation with the local commu-
nity, nor other local businesses
and industrial organisations, to
inform them about the project
and to provide the context,” Ms
Barker wrote.

“This makes it challenging to
provide informed comment.

“The engage.vic.gov.au web-
site is only monitored by a very
limited segment of the commu-
nity, so if this is used as the only
consultation vehicle, it is very

unlikely to provide any useful
insight into the views of the local
community.”

Ms Barker said she under-
stood there would be no further
approvals required.

“Given the highly flammable
nature of hydrogen, and the prox-
imity of the proposed production
facility to other industrial sites
and the Ramsar-listed Western
Port, we request the community
is provided with information as
to how the environmental and
safety risks of the operation will
be managed.”

She said Western Port was a
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve “in
recognition of the international
environmental significance of
the area”.

“The proposed project is in
very close proximity to Western
Port, the core of the UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve and an inter-
nationally protected Ramsar-list-
ed wetland.”

Ms Barker also called for
clarification on the relationship
with this new proposal and the
Hydrogen Energy Supply Chain
(HESC) project

Starting in March 2021, the
HESC was to turn Latrobe Valley
brown coal into hydrogen, with
the cooled volatile gas piped more
than 150km to the Port of Hast-
ings and shipped on the special-
ly-built Suiso Frontier to Japan by
Kawasaki Heavy Industries.

However, at the end of last
year Japanese news outlet Nik-
kei reported Kawasaki Heavy
Industries had withdrawn from
the trial, because it had become
“difficult to procure hydrogen in
Australia within the deadline”.

Wednesday, January 8, 2025 | THE ADVERTISER

3

Local surfers to the rescue... again

BEACH SAFETY

Local surfers Abbey Clarke and
Niamh Moore rescued a couple
who had drifted out to sea at
YCW beach, around 1.30pm on
Saturday, January 4.

The pair were giving a les-
son with the Girls on Board
surf school, when they were ap-
proached by a young girl con-
cerned about her parents in the
water. The 12-year-old had done a
lesson with Girls on Board a few
days before.

“In the lesson, we talked about
the rips and what to do,” Abbey
said, congratulating the young
girl on raising the alarm.

Initially they couldn’t spot the
pair, and just grabbed two of the
surf school’s big foam boards and
started paddling.

“We headed out the back and
looked for the people who were
furthest out.”

Shortly after, the girls spotted
the parents in the water. A surfer
had already reached them, but
with just a short board Abbey
said there was no way he would
have been able to get the two
adults into shore.

“When I paddled up, I said hi,
I'm Abbey, youre going to be al-
right. We’re here to help.”

A member of the Woolamai
Beach Surf Life Saving Club for
two years, an avid surfer, and
about to start Year 11 at Bass
Coast College, Abbey said this
was her first “real life” rescue.

“I love the water and feel super
comfortable in it, so I'm always
happy to jump in.”

She said because the parents
had remained calm, the situation
was easier to manage.

“They were just out swimming
and then couldn’t get back in. They
did the right thing. They were just
floating and not panicking.”

Abbey put the woman on her
board, while Niamh gave her
board to the man, and the two
surfers then guided the pair back
to the beach.

“She gave me a big hug when
we got her back on the shore,”
Abbey said.

Life saving
This is not the first major rescue
Niamh has been involved in.

In February last year, along
with local surfer Leigh Conway,
Niamh helped rescue a family of
three at Smiths Beach, including
a three-year-old baby, who were
being swept out to sea.

Like Abbey, Niamh is a trained
surf instructor and life saver.

Last year she told the Advertis-
er her life saving training flooded

Surfer Abbey Clarke helped rescue two swimmers who had drifted out to sea at
YCW beach on the weekend. Photo: Jo O'Reilly-Stubbs.

Niamh Moore, who helped rescue a family of three in February last year, teamed
up with fellow surfer Abbey Clarke to rescue two swimmers who had drifted out

to sea at YCIW beach on the weekend.

back in during the “intense five
minutes”.

“I don’t want to be seen as a
hero. I was just in the right place
at the right time with the right set
of skills.”

At the time, Niamh stated it
needed “to be drummed into peo-
ple how dangerous it can be” in
the surf, particularly for those not
familiar with local conditions.

One year on, the warnings re-
main the same.

This summer, there has been
an extensive beach safety cam-
paign, coordinated by Surf Life

Saving Victoria, Bass Coast
Shire Council, Phillip Island Na-
ture Parks and Parks Victoria.

The campaign urges people to
only swim at patrolled beaches
and to download the beachsafe
app to get updates on local con-
ditions. There are three patrolled
beaches on Phillip Island: Woola-
mai, Smiths Beach and Cowes.

Abbey said just before the inci-
dent on Saturday, she and Niamh
had been discussing how often
people needed to be rescued, af-
ter friends rescued two girls at
Smiths Beach on Friday.

vveoveroar
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OUR BUMPER ANNUAL SUMMER QUIZ

1. The bush stone-curlew
once called Phillip Island
home, before becoming
extinct in the 1970s due
to foxes. The critically-
endangered bird was re-
leased into Oswin Roberts
Reserve in 2024 as part of
a breeding program. How
many of the birds were re-
leased? And bonus points:
how many of the species
are roughly believed to
exist in the wild in Victo-
ria?

2. Name the buyer of all
five houses on The Block,
the reality TV renovation
show filmed on Phillip Is-
land this year.

3. A report was released
last year that detailed the
amount of foreshore erod-
ed in a “hotspot” zone of
Silverleaves, near Sand-
ers Road. How many me-
tres of foreshore reserve
has been lost in this area?

4. Bass Coast Shire coun-
cil elections were held in
November. Who are the
three Island Ward coun-
cillors?

5. The Phillip Island
Community and Learning
Centre (PICAL) dodged
imminent liquidation
this year after inadver-
tently failing to pay all
staff wages to award re-
quirements. When did
the neighbourhood house
open in Cowes?

6. Western Port’s marine
environment is protected

under an international
treaty. What is the name
of that treaty?

7. Name the State Gov-
ernment project proposed
for Western Port, which
was rejected by the Fed-
eral Environment Minis-
ter last year, but has more
recently been given a sec-
ond life?

8. What is the name of the
Phillip Island charity set
up after Samantha Fraser
was murdered by her es-
tranged husband in 2018,
which works to stop fam-
ily violence?

9. Cowes’ new cultural
centre is called Bernin-
neit. What does the name
mean?

10. What year was the
current Phillip Island
bridge opened?

11. What will start build-
ing this year at 9-10 The
Esplanade Cowes? And
bonus points, how much is
the current construction
cost?

12. How much is the State
Government  mandated
cap on rates’ bills for
24/25? And bonus ques-
tion: how much is the real
increase to rates including
the garbage cost?

13. What will be built at
24 Churchill Road, New-
haven?

14. Oystering was the
first commercial fishery
to be developed in West-
ern Port. When did it start
and for bonus points what
were the oysters first used
for?

15. Each year the Victo-
rian Conservation Regu-
lator issues permits to cull
wildlife around Victoria,
including on Phillip Is-
land. How many permits
were issued for Phillip Is-
land in the past year?

16. At arough guess, how
many jobs does tourism
provide regionally? And
how much of Bass Coast’s
gross regional product
does tourism contribute?

17. Pnillip Island is Bass
Coast Shire’s car crash
hotspot, crash analysis
shows. How many fatali-
ties as a percentage does
the island account for?

18. When does the cur-
rent contract for the Phil-
lip Island MotoGP expire?
And bonus question: is the
next contract secured?

19. According to scien-
tists and ecologists, what
is causing the dieback of
Phillip Island trees, par-
ticularly eucalyptus?

20. How many people
live in Bass Coast Shire,
roughly? What is the big-
gest demographic group,
by age? And what is Phil-
lip Island’s population?

This will start being built in Cowes this year.

Question 11 tells you what it is.

Who is the buyer (pictured) of The Block Phillip

Island (question 2)?

Question 5 examines the crisis that hit the Phillip

Island Community and Learning Centre in 2024.

When does the current contract for the Phillip Island MotoGP expire? (see question 18).

'00S'€T 3nogo Jo uoppjndod
y6no. o soy pun)sy dijjiyd ‘69-09
pabp aup quad Jad gT yaiym Jo
(€202 aunr Jo s) 6z/ 'zt i uon
-ojndod s,3414yS 15007 SSDY 02
‘abowop |p21wayd pup Auauiyaow
'S323sUJ ‘U013D31JIPIAD J10S ‘S3JUD
-|pqui Jualuinu ‘snbun/ ‘Aulos
buipnjaul suossaais Jo abupd b 03
Bunuiod 1ng aaisnjauo3ul s3nsad
Ym ‘saauy paoj| pakanans soy
aJpapup pup|st dijjiy4 “sabupya
33pwij3 pup J4330Mm Jo 20| Ag
pasnpa ua1jo ‘passaJis Sl aaJl o
uaym bujaanado s| pup pypJaisny
punodp Buiuaddoy s) 420gaip
‘1s1unynaloqJan pasiubodad Ajjo
-uo3puJaul ub 03 BulpJ0d3y 6T
‘paubis Jo pawuJijuod aq 03 394
S139DJ3U03 M3U 3Y] "9Z0Z |1un
sunJ Xid4 pupJg a)3A34030p ubi|
-DJ3SNy 3Y3 J0J 330J43U02 Y| “8T
‘pUD|SI 3Y3 UO

PaJUna30 Sa131)030/ JUSPIIID JDI
s,aJ1ys ay3 Jo quad yad gg 3j1ym
‘pupjsT dijjiy4 U0 paJJnado Juad

Jad gg 1sow|p ‘adiys ay ui Aunfur
$no1Jas o ul buiynsaa suapia

-3D 43 || Jo smoys supak anif
1SD| ay3 J0J 3SD07) SSDY SS0JID
D3Dp SISA|DUD YSDJ3 JD] )T
‘|ID334 puD U0I33NJ3SUOI
‘3JUD3SISSD [DI20S pUD 3403 Y3pay
34D 3SD07) SSDg U SalJisnpul
15abupj aaJy3 ayj 1spo7 ssog JoJ
10npoud |puoibad ssodb Jo uad
Jad §'gT sainqiJauod pup sqof
|ouoibad 32a41p Jo quad yad gg
Jano 3snf sapinoad wsiunoj gL
'swnssod zzg J0J panssi

sywJad ZT pup salqojjom GTt [[nd

03 panss| siwJad /T adam aday)|

"SUDMS %2D|q 0§ pub ‘00JpbuDby
auo ‘asaab ualupng adoy) £/ paj|oa
-0 Y21ym ‘S3123ds XIS SS0JID [|n3 03

sywJad |py1a| £t panssi Joapjnbay

U0I3DAJaSUO] UDIJ03II/ 3Y[ *ST
'SOG8T 910] 3y1 Ag a3upas
awpaaq s4aisho auojaq yaam Aua
-Aa S3D0q QE 01 dn Ag paisanJoy
adam sua3sAo uazop poo'+T 01dn
'SOG8T 3yl wodf uoiadwnsuod Joj
paisandpy buiag al1ojaq 'sozgT
ayz uy Buipjing 4o awyy Jo aaunos
D sp Ajjpiaiur 3404 uJalsapy wodf
Pa1sanJpy 34am SJ33sAp “yT
"u0133n435U03 Jo ppayp Buising
-punj Aj3uaJan3a si yaiym ‘wnasnw
ay sybiy uaadb wJad panosddo
Apaaisiuiy 3y €202 U pasnjad
som waad aya ‘|yIA 10 1 aybno)
$40323[qo om3 Ja1o Ing 7202

Ul SJ0JJ12Un03 3J1yS 3500 SSog

Aq panoaddp Ajjpiaiul som yarym
wnasnw ay3 aroJddp 03 pauanJajul
aunf 3spj Jajsiulyy Bujuupj, upiiol
-JIA 841 pooY [)1434ny7 Bz 10 3ing
34 03 paip|s SI WN3snyy SUDJSI3)\
Wpu3al/| [puciIDN Mau Ay “ET

All food
scraps g0 in
your green

Organics bin

Visit basscoast.vic.gov.au/whichbin =8 B A SQ
to find out more

COAST

‘uadJad 4t

paspadJauil abupya abnguob ay3
ng 6z/tz Jojuaa ad G/ 7 SI dpa
31DJ pa3ppuDLW JU3WUI3A0 33D3S
alyJ "Sa1nJ aJ1yS 1SD0) Ssng Jiayl
Ul aspadJaui Jual 4ad £ 0 Ag 31y
U33q aAnYy sJaumo A14adod “2T
'S32DdS [ID1aJ 334y

pup sasiwaJd abpJiaraq pup poo)
Jnoj ‘'swooJ 330y £9T apnjaul [jim
yaiym quawdojanap Aa403s-uanas
ay3 panoJddp Ajsnowiupun sJoj
-]12UN03 £202 43qUa1das uT "apou
-pjds3 Samo7 ay3 uo uoi3INJISU0I
14035 03 anp s1 uawdojanap
b1 Jo ajsT uoljiw OETS 3y "TT
"Sydom uoigaadsul buy

-0Buapun upaA 3sp| 34n33nJis pjo
-ID3A-GG ay3 yum ‘696T Ul pauado
som abpluq pupjst dijjiyd 3y "0T
'343U37 M3U 3y

J04,J3y1abol sayinb, buiupaw
(183u-ya-udng paaunouodd) 11au

-UjuJag Jo awpu suoiop 15414 Y3
as0ya 3304 31jqnd 1SD0) SSDF ¥/ 6
‘wos J0J

abupy) siawpu s,A14pya ayj g
‘gny uopanpoJad auigany

puim b 3awodaq Abq ay3 aas ||im
yaiym ‘supyd asoyz pajooqad sby
33035 ay3 INg SUJ3IUOI |DIUSW
-uoJinua Jo asnpaaq upyd |puiblio
341 X2Dq Pa)I0Uu) JU3WUIIA0G
[DJ3pa4 3y] (L3HA) [puIuId]
ABuau3 ajgomauay uplio3ai/ 3yl
S13404 UJ33153p 40 pasodoad
123f04d JUaWUIBA0L) 3101S 3Y] *).
‘T/6T Ul paubis som uoiauaAuod
ay3 adaym ‘upJy uy Joswoy Jo A312
ay3 4314p pawnu s 3] Abq ay1
1333044 03 Swip 30y3 A1DaJ3 |03
-uawuJanobaajul aya S| SpUDjIa|
U0 UOIJU3AUO) JDSWDY 3Y] *Q
‘0867 Ul pauado TyJId °§
‘ualg,0 wij pun [jag A3ap4y ‘(bui
-UJnjad) Janog 3luuoy ‘34D SJo|

-]I2UN03 pJDJ| pUD|ST 33J4Y1 3Y] "
"U0IS0J3 03 350/ U3aq SDY
aJdoysado) Jo saaaw g7 Inogo
‘ppoY S43pups Jpau ,0ds1oy, D Ul
2202 32uls $3a1p3s I WJa3-1Joys
a3 u1 3sp3 samo?) Jo padp up

pUD S3AD3|JaAIS 3D S33ssp Jljgnd
pup A34adoud a1oAud Jo 550 3UDI
-1jiubis, ag Aow auayi buimoys
Uaquialdas ui paspajad som
1J0daJ salpni§ S3ssa304 [D1SD0)
1S3V pup|sddig) :5aADa|JBA|IS

01 U104 U0IIDAJ3SGQ 3Y] “E
'321SGaM +] J] SIY U0 sasnoy aAL)
|10 Buaaljo ‘sawoy x20/g ayy Jo
J3/nq ay3 som 1133404 ublipy *2
‘DIJ0331/\ U] UIDWA3J 03 p330WISa
SpJig 00T 02 0§ uaamiaq Ajuo ao
aJay | ‘aspajad pajndqajal syl Jaijo
uoos 4pd b Aq pajjp» som auo A|pos
puDjsT dijjityd U0 ;207 Ul pasnajaJ
3J3M SM3|N3-3u03S Ysnq aAjam| *T

:S1aMsuy

FUNERAL

andleyéfAnderson

DIRECTORS

Servicing South Gippsland & Phillip Island

Locally owned and operated by
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main office Wonthaggi
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi
(P.O Box 35, Wonthaggi)
Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
ww.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.a

AED.A.




NEWS

Wednesday, January 8, 2025 | THE ADVERTISER 5

Andrew Lerk with the little penguin that he and fellow sea kayaker Greg Spiller rescued near the Sea Caves at Cape Wool-
amai. Unfortunately, Nature Parks staff were not able to save the penguin, which they said was extremely malnourished.

Kayaking trip becomes
a rescue mission

WILDLIFE

A morning paddle by two ocean
kayakers turned into a rescue
mission when the pair spotted
an injured penguin near the Sea
Caves at Cape Woolamai.

Greg Spiller and Andrew Lerk
are members of the Victorian Sea
Kayaking Club and last Monday
headed out from Cleeland Bight
to paddle around the Cape.

Andrew and Greg said they
spotted the penguin swimming
around the rocks, and noticed it
wasn’t diving under the waves.

“We see a lot of penguins out
there, but they’re shy and usu-
ally duck under the water and
escape,” Greg explained.

“This little guy couldn’t dive,
so Andrew and I corralled it and
put it in the kayak.”

Andrew said they didn’t want
to leave the injured penguin out
there, and it clearly wasn’t in
good health.

“When we got hold of it, it
tried to bite me, but didn’t have
much of a go.”

Once the pair paddled back
around the Cape and got phone
coverage, they rang Parks Victo-
ria and were told to take the pen-
guin to the Koala Conservation
Reserve.

Greg then phoned his wife
and asked her to meet them at
Cleeland Bight, to transport the
injured penguin.

Greg said by the time they
made it back to shore, his two
kids Ollie (10) and Sunday (8)
were waiting, with towels and a
cooler bag to collect the penguin.

“The kids named it Waffles
on the way to the conservation
centre. They dropped it off and
the Nature Parks took over from
there.”

The little penguin was trans-
ported to the Wildlife Rehabili-
tation Hospital at the Penguin
Parade, but unfortunately did
not survive.

“It had a large wound on its
back and was extremely mal-
nourished, so it had been strug-
gling for quite a while,” a Nature
Parks spokesperson said.

“Nature Parks provided in-
tensive care to the penguin on
entry into the Wildlife Rehabili-

Greg Spiller’s children, Sunday and Ollie were waiting at Cape Woolamai to help
transport the injured penguin to the Koala Conservation Reserve.

tation Centre but it succumbed
to its injuries the next day.”

Greg said Ollie and Sunday
were sad to hear Nature Parks
staff hadn’t been able to save
Waffles, but as keen travellers
and campers, they understood
sometimes wildlife injuries can’t
be fixed.

“They know that we tried our
best.”

The family are regular visi-
tors to the island, staying with
relatives in Cape Woolamai.

“I love this area and come
down whenever I can,” Greg said.

As a regular kayaker, Greg
said it was not uncommon to see
penguins out in the water.

“We often see them in West-
ern Portinthe bay area and right
out in the ocean, but not usually
that close to the shoreline.

“First you hear them beeping,
and if you go towards them, they
get out of the way very quickly.”

He and Andrew have also

spotted dolphins, seals, and
birds on their trips, and whales
during the migration season.

“When the whales come
through, they chase the schools
of fish and that brings other ani-
mals as well,” Greg said.

“I've seen Orcas, maybe three
times in the last ten years, and
the occasional shark at the surf
break on the San Remo bar.”

To report sick, injured or or-
phaned wildlife, call Wildlife
Victoria’s Emergency Response
Service on 03 8400 7300 avail-
able 24 hours a day, seven days
a week.

Sick or injured wildlife can be
taken to the Koala Conservation
Reserve between 10am and 4pm
daily or to the Penguin Parade
Visitor Centre from 4pm until
closing time (about two hours
after sunset) or to a local vet be-
fore 5.30pm.
www.penguins.org.au/conser-
vation/wildlife-response/

In March the National Vietnam Veterans Museum is hosting an event to mark the
50 year anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War. From left: Nicky Chung (CEQO
AVWA), Phil Dressing (NVVM Board), John Methven OAM (NVVM Founder), Bass
Coast Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead and front, Neville Goodwin OAM (NVVM Board).

Fifty years since
end of Vietnam War

EVENT

The National Vietnam Veterans
Museum is hosting an event to
mark the 50-year anniversary of
the end of the Vietnam War.

The milestone holds deep sig-
nificance for many Australian
Vietnamese, said Nicky Chung,
CEO of the Australian Viet-
namese Women’s Association
(AVWA).

“This period may bring forth a
range of emotions, as it serves as
a poignant reminder of loss and
displacement,” Ms Chung said.

“To honour this significant
anniversary, the National Viet-
nam Veterans Museum (NVVM)
on Phillip Island is collaborating
with the Vietnamese communi-
ty to commemorate this period
in a meaningful way.”

John Methven, the founder
of the NVVM, along with the
Board and staff, is working
closely with the AVWA to en-
sure the anniversary is marked
with respect and sensitivity.

Their goal is to aid in the
healing process for Vietnamese
refugees who began arriving in
Australia 50 years ago, as well
as for the Vietnam Veterans who
served during the war.

Ms Chung is a resident of
Wonthaggi, an active communi-
ty member and a former refugee
herself.

“As a boat person who ar-
rived in Australia shortly after
the war, I am deeply thankful to
be in this wonderful country. We
hold the service of Australian
Veterans in our hearts.”

Thrive 2025

In March next year, the NVVM
will host a significant event at
their Newhaven premises.

Entitled “Thrive 2025”, the
event is expected to draw hun-
dreds of Veterans, members of
the Vietnamese community, and
state and federal parliamentar-
ians from all parties.

The event will highlight
the journey of the Vietnamese
community from their humble
beginnings to becoming an in-
tegral part of Victoria and Aus-
tralia’s vibrant fabric.

John Methven emphasised
the importance of this commem-
oration.

“It is crucial to remember,
interpret, and understand the
Australian Veteran experiences
of the Vietnam War,” John said.

“Commemorating the end of
the war through the eyes of the
Australian Vietnamese com-
munity is extraordinary. We are
witnessing their overwhelming
gratitude and their resilience
in overcoming the hardships of
leaving family behind for a bet-
ter life.”

Jordan Crugnale, State Mem-
ber for Bass, expressed her sup-
port for the event.

“This is such an important
and unifying event to be held
right here in our region that is
imbued with so much meaning
for everyone involved.

“It is also an honour to be
contributing through our Victo-
ria Remembers Grant Program.’
The event has also attracted
additional funding through the
State Government’s 2024-25 Re-
gional Multicultural Festivals
and Events Fund,” Ms Crugnale
said.

“This milestone event is a
chance to celebrate the remark-
able contributions of Vietnam-
ese Australians to our society
while honouring the profound
connection between Vietnam-
ese Australians and Australian
Vietnam Veterans.”

Bass Coast Shire Council is
also supporting the event.

“We are excited to welcome
Thrive 2025 to Phillip Island,”
Bass Coast Mayor Cr Rochelle
Halstead said.

“This event will strengthen
our local community by offer-
ing cultural and educational ac-
tivities that encourage dialogue,
celebrate resilience, promote in-
clusivity, and honour our shared
heritage.”

The event will feature a full
program of activities leading up
to March 1 including a writing
competition to engage the gen-
erations.

The event will include cul-
tural performances and share
success stories of Australian
Vietnamese individuals. Ad-
ditionally, there will be stories
from Australians who served in
Vietnam, providing a platform
for shared experiences and mu-
tual understanding.

This commemoration aims
to honour the past while foster-
ing a sense of unity and healing
within the community.

Any enquiries about the event
may be directed to Nicky Chung.
Email ceo@avwa.org.au, or call
0475 871 5809.
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Response praised
at Cowes collision

TRAFFIC

There were no road fatalities
on Phillip Island over the busy
Christmas and New Year period.

There were a number of inci-
dents which added to the road
congestion including a four car
collision on January 5 (see police
update).

The most serious accident
was a two-car collision in Cowes
at 1lam on December 30, which
saw five people taken to hospital.

Police are still investigating
the incident but believe a driver
in an MG sedan, travelling north
along Thompson Avenue struck
a stationary Holden Commo-
dore station wagon in front of it.

“Subsequently, the MG struck
two female pedestrians walking
along The Esplanade,” the police
stated.

Emergency services and
paramedics were quickly on the
scene and Ambulance Victo-
ria confirmed five people were
transported to hospital in a sta-
ble condition, and no injuries
were life-threatening.

“A woman in her 70s was air-
lifted to The Royal Melbourne
Hospital in a stable condi-
tion with upper body injuries,”
Ambulance Victoria’s media
spokesperson confirmed.

“A child and a teenager were
transported by road to Monash
Medical Centre, both in a stable

A two-car collision in Cowes at 11am on December 30 saw five people taken to
hospital, with the busy intersection blocked to traffic.

condition with upper and lower
body injuries.”

A manin his 80s and a man in
his 30s, both with upper body in-
juries were taken to Wonthaggi
Hospital.

The area was blocked off to
traffic, with emergency workers
and passers-by assisting with
the injured.

Anyone with information
or dashcam/CCTV footage is
urged to contact Crime Stoppers
on 1800 333 000 or submit a con-
fidential report online at www.
crimestoppersvic.com.au

Help
Jim Vlachos, the father of the
two young girls involved in the
incident, took to social media to
express his thanks.

“Our daughters Mia and So-

phia were crossing the street
whilst given way by a waiting
car, which was then rear ended at
speed (by the MG), collecting Mia
and catapulting Sophia and then
catching her under the car ... quite
amiracle they are alive,” Jim said.
“The help and support received
by the public, police, ambos and
surrounding businesses was
nothing short of outstanding.”
Jim made special mention of
Shona, who he said “managed
me and more importantly our
girls with patience and care”.
He thanked everyone on the
scene who helped after the acci-
dent, describing them as a “great
bunch of people”, with a shout
out to the Monash Medical emer-
gency department and “the life-
savers down (on) the island who
assisted with everyone injured.”

Campaign turns
up the volume

FEDERAL ELECTION

Deb Leonard, independent Can-
didate for Monash has kicked off
her 2025 campaign for the feder-
al election, which is expected to
be held by May 17 this year.

Last Friday commuters
across the Phillip Island bridge
were greeted by volunteers wav-
ing Deb Leonard campaign
signs and encouraging honks.

Young volunteers Ollie and
Sunny counted 233 honks of sup-
port and said “it was so exciting
when people honked and waved!”

Deb said this was one of over
40 campaign events planned for
January, with doorknocking
taking place regularly around
the electorate, as well as mar-
ket stalls, “Politics in the Pub”
events and an online meet the
candidate session.

“The major parties have been
ignoring our region for decades”
Deb asserted.

“I'm making it a priority to
hear from as many people as
possible from communities
around the electorate to under-
stand where we need action.”

Deb uploads all the feedback
she receives to her website, and
said this will be used to shape
her policies.

Roads, coastal erosion and
access to health services are the
top local issues for Bass Coast,
according to Deb.

Nationally, issues of cost of liv-

Volunteers waving Deb Leonard cam-
paign signs and encouraging honks
were on the Phillip Island bridge last
Friday, kicking off the 2025 leg of the
independent’s campaign for Monash in
the upcoming federal election.

ing, housing, climate action, and
political integrity remain critical.

“The major parties talk about
addressing these things, but we
are yet to see any meaningful
action,” Deb said.

“As an independent I'll hold
the parties to account, make sure
they deliver on promises, and
ensure we get our fair share of
federal funding for roads, health
services and infrastructure.

“This is a community cam-
paign,” Deb stated.

“It’s not about me; it’s about
community standing up and de-
manding better.”

Deb encourages anyone inter-
ested to get involved by visiting
her website: debleonard.com.au

STAY SAFE
IN BASS COAST

As we enjoy more beautiful weather, the Bass Coast region is
calling all beachgoers to come and enjoy the sandy shores safely.

To help you stay safe, we encourage everyone to download the
Surf Life Saving Australia, Beachsafe app and access important
information available on the Life Saving Victoria website
(Isv.com.au) and throughout the Visitor Information Centres.

beachsafe.org.au

Always swim at patrolled locations whenever possible, and
in hot weather, take steps to protect yourself and others
by keeping cool, staying hydrated, planning ahead and
checking in with others.

We want everyone to keep safe when
exploring the amazing coastline
of Bass Coast.

yysesroar
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Critics mount on State Government's DAL fail

PLANNING

The State Government is under
increasing pressure to approve
the Distinctive Areas and Land-
scapes (DAL) project, with a
high-profile group describing
the delay as “compromising”
and “disrespectful”.

As reported, in November
the Victorian Planning Minister
Sonya Kilkenny again - for the
fourth time — extended the dead-
line for finalising the long-antic-
ipated DAL, a move described
by local planning observers as
“farcical”.

Then a former Tourism Victo-
ria CEO and former chair of Phil-
lip Island Nature Parks late last
year called on the State Govern-
ment to fulfill its election prom-
ise, freeze Phillip Island’s town
boundaries and finalise the DAL.

Now the Victorian National
Trust has come out swinging,
writing a letter to Ms Kilkenny
urging her to finalise the DAL and
“provide the region with the high-
est level of planning protection”,
to “protect distinctive areas and
maintain strict town boundaries”.

Victorian National Trust Bass
Coast branch president Ross
Lloyd wrote the group made a
submission to the government’s
DAL public panel hearings in
April 2023, after which the panel
submitted a report to the minis-
ter in June 2023.

“We believe it is unsatisfac-
tory to have the Bass Coast DAL
unresolved for so long with re-
zonings and other planning de-
cisions being made in the mean-
time,” Mr Lloyd writes to Ms
Kilkenny, in the letter which has
been approved by the Victorian

National Trust.

“Some findings ... could even
be obsolete by the time the pro-
cess concludes.

“We also find it disrespect-
ful that the public, with exten-
sive preparation and time taken
to attend hearings, has still not
seen the report after this extend-
ed period.”

Mr Loyd said the two-year
delay could “potentially compro-
mise” Phillip Island planning,
which “can contribute to uncer-
tain and inconsistent outcomes”.

He called on the Minister to
provide “assurance the govern-
ment remains committed” to
endorsing the DAL and “strong
planning protections for the
Bass Coast region”.

Critics

The National Trust rebuke
comes after former Tourism
Victoria CEO Jeff Floyd, who is
also a former CEO and chair of
Parks Victoria and former CEO
of AAA Tourism, called on Ms
Kilkenny to protect “rural and
environmental values” and fi-
nally approve the DAL.

“On November 3, 2018 the
then Premier Daniel Andrews
made the following commit-
ment: ‘If re-elected, we will
implement the strongest plan-
ning protections that Phillip
Island and the Bass Coast have
ever received — permanent town
boundaries and tough rules that
can only be changed by a major-
ity of both houses of Parliament,
not by Cabinet or Council’,” Mr
Floyd said.

“So, here we are six years’
on and Premier Andrews’ un-
equivocal commitment has still

A high-profile critic of the government fears pressure from developers and
housing lobbies has delayed the final Distinctive Areas and Landscapes (DAL)
project. Developers are hoping to get the green light for vast new housing
developments at Cape Woolamai’s airport land, Newhaven West, Smiths Beach,

Ventnor and San Remo.

not been honoured by the gov-
ernment.

“I get that there is pressure
from the developer and housing
lobbies Minister Kilkenny, but
you need to show some leader-
ship and get this done.”

Mr Floyd writes freezing the
town boundaries on Phillip Is-
land would give farmers a “se-
cure future” and ensure “envi-
ronmental values underpin our
economic wellbeing”.

“Six years is long enough; we
need a decision now.”

The DAL’s final hurdle, the
Statement of Planning Policy
(SPP) was expected in 2023 but
was extended to October 2024.

But late last year, Member for
Bass Jordan Crugnale MP con-
firmed the draft SPP had again
been given an extension, despite
in October saying details would
be finalised by November, when

YOU CAN'T CONTROL FIRE.
BUT YOU CAN CONTROL
WHEN YOU LEAVE.

When the Fire Danger Rating is Extreme or Catastrophic,
leaving early is your safest option. Download the
Vic Emergency app or go to emergency.vic.gov.au

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

it was to be endorsed by public
entities such as Bass Coast Shire
Council, with the final public
SPP expected by April 2025.

Ms Kilkenny at the end of
last year was also made Vic-
toria’s Attorney-General, with
concerns by critics her two ma-
jor portfolios will see her focus
thinly-spread.

Boundaries

In an historic first, the Phillip
Island Conservation Society last
year joined with Island Voice to
oppose the expansion of town
boundaries across the island
and San Remo.

The two groups — who have
not always been like-minded -
released a joint statement ahead
of the council election, also
sending a clear message to the
State Government.

Last year all Island Ward

councillors were elected on
platforms supporting locking in
Phillip Island’s town boundaries.
Long-term planning observ-
ers described last year’s DAL
planning panel hearing as a de-
velopers’ “picnic” and a “forum
to expand town boundaries”,
with proposals including:
¢ The 48ha Phillip Island airfield
site (owned by Glen Waverley
Real Estate);
¢ 34ha adjoining Smiths Beach
to the east of the current ham-
let: “in our view it is a logical
inclusion within the Smiths
Beach settlement boundary”,
according to the lawyers rep-
resenting the developer;
e Lawyers for landowners from
Potters Hill Road to Punch-
bowl Road argued this area
should be included in the pro-
posed town boundaries, this
included land owned by the
Chinese-backed Springway
Corporate Group;
The controversial 24-hectare
land (also owned by Spring-
way Corporate Group) in
Ventnor is also proposed for
subdivision under the DAL. A
decade ago the land embroiled
former state Liberal leader
Matthew Guy in an imbroglio
that resulted in a confidential
taxpayer funded settlement
said to be worth $3 million;
The town boundary for Ne-
whaven currently ends at Boys
Home Road, but landowners
are seeking to rezone for fu-
ture subdivision of their land
behind Panny Letchumanan’s
Chocolate Factory down to
the water’s edge overlooking
Churchill Island, to be called
Newhaven West.

State
Government
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Erosion protestors demand funding

From page 1
Test case
Victorian shadow regional de-
velopment minister Melina Bath
told the crowd Silverleaves was
a “test case” for coastal Victoria.

“Houses here will go under
unless the State Government
funds urgent emergency works,”
Melina said.

Shadow water minister Tim
McCurdy said the “issue is envi-
ronment but the solution is politi-
cal”, adding the sandbag wall was
equivalent to “half an hour of State
Government interest payments”.

Melina moved two motions —
unanimously supported by the
protestors - that:

e “Silverleaves community
calls on the State Government
to immediately fund urgent
mitigation works to save Silve-
leaves from coastal erosion
and save houses;

¢ “The State Government work
collaboratively with the com-
munity in consulting for a long-
term, sustainable solution to
save this area, including hard
infrastructure as required”.

State MP for Bass Jordan
Crugnale was unable to attend
the rally but told the Advertiser
she was working with the Envi-
ronment Minister and the new
Treasurer on funding the sand-
bag wall.

Jordan said the Federal Emer-
gency Management Minister
Jenny McAllister had advised
that DEECA and council could
meet criteria for this year’s di-
saster funding.

Bass Coast Shire mayor Ro-
chelle Halstead told the crowd

Hundreds of people gathered in the hot spot erosion zone of Silverleaves, despite the rain, at the protest on Monday that
demanded funding for a sandbag wall. More photos at pisra.com.au

the new council “strongly sup-
ported” lobbying the State Gov-
ernment for funding.

At the end of December Bass
Coast Shire councillors voted
to meet with the Victorian En-
vironment Minister to lobby for
urgent funding.

Residents

Among the protestors were fore-
shore residents who predicted

their properties would be inun-
dated this year from a king tide
storm surge.

“It’s not solely climate change.
What we are seeing here is mis-
management by government
and council in building the rock-
wall to the west,” Silverleaves
resident Tristan White said.

“We’ve had three years of sig-
nificant erosion and we are not
far off being inundated. It will

Australia

Staying
at Home

A Carer Wellbeing & Respite Program

Helping people
who live with
dementia to stay
at home longer.

If you’re interested in participating in a FREE carer
wellbeing and respite program designed to empower
and upskill carers, scan the QR Code, call 1800 699 799
or visit dementia.com.au/dsa-staying-at-home

Program Details

3 days /2 nights:
21-23 January 2025
Newhaven, VIC
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happen in the next storm season.”
Tristan added there was also a
threat of trees falling on visitors
during the summer holidays.
Resident Eddie said he has
owned his house for 17 years
and it was “mindboggling” the
amount of erosion that had oc-
curred, especially in recent years.
“We understand why the
rockwall was built, it had to go
in, the issue is the impact after it

Water conservation
starts with you!

Permanent Water Saving Rules

Did you know that Permanent Water Saving Rules remain in place year round
across Victoria?

As we face more frequent droughts, reduced rainfall, and higher temperatures due to climate
change, following these guidelines is more crucial than ever.

Brush up on the 5 simple rules to avoid wasting water this summer:

Hand held hoses must be leak free and fitted with a trigger nozzle.

Gardens and lawns can be watered with a hand held hose with a trigger nozzle
at any time, or between 6pm - 10am if you are using a watering/sprinkler system.

Public gardens, lawns and playing surfaces can be watered by means of
watering system (fitted with a rain/soil moisture sensor) between 6pm-10am on
any day.

Fountains and water features cannot be used unless the fountain or water
feature recirculates the water.

Hard surfaces cannot be cleaned using water (including driveways, paths,
concrete tiles, timber decking) except where cleaning up a hazard, or in the
course of construction/renovation. Hard surfaces can be washed if stained, but
only once per season, preferably with a low flow, high pressure device.

*Recycled water customers can enjoy unrestricted water use in accordance
with Class A recycled water guidelines.

WESTERNPORT

was built,” Eddie said.

“Over 17 years there’s been
erosion but not as devastating as
this. It’s mindboggling.”

Natalie said the sandbag wall
was shovel ready, yet the state
was “not prepared to act, putting
the community at risk”.

She has previously told the
Advertiser she was prepared to
take legal action, including chal-
lenging rates and land tax with
the Victorian Valuer General,

Natalie — who works in town
planning and regularly litigates
on behalf of clients — has even
hinted a class action and civil pro-
ceedings against the State Gov-
ernment and the shire could be an
option because erosion acceler-
ated after the rock wall was built.

Last year DEECA released
a long-awaited report — Obser-
vation Point to Silverleaves:
Gippsland West Coastal Pro-
cesses Studies — which states
in two years, since 2022, in the
“hotspot” near Sanders Road,
about 16 metres of foreshore has
been lost to erosion.

The western shoreline of Sil-
verleaves more broadly has erod-
ed about 77 metres since 1953.

The report suggests sea level
rise is coming faster than previ-
ously predicted, with the fore-
shore shifting to the front door of
the most northerly homes along
the length of Silverleaves with-
in the next decade if nothing is
done to stop current erosion.

By 2050 all frontline homes
along Silverleaves may be sub-
merged and by 2100 homes about
150 metres from the current shore-
line could have been breached.
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westernportwater.com.au
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Walk-ins

welcome

You are invited to
Lifestyle Phillip Island’s
Clubhouse Grand Opening

Discover beachside bliss at Lifestyle Phillip Island! Participate in
wellness activities and indulge in a delightful brunch.

Explore our brand-new 25m indoor pool, luxurious cinema, spa,
sauna, gym, and much more. Come see why so many are choosing
to make the move!

Date: Saturday, 18" January 2025
Time: 10am - 2pm

Call 1300 50 55 60, L , ’ Lif
scan the code to RSVP =— — | e.. )
or simply drop by! communimes |~ Unlimited.
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RARDIVANT

A golf course getaway: Your perfect island retreat

Discover the epitome of coastal luxury in

this stunning four-bedroom home, nestled

on the Phillip Island Golf Course. This ex-

quisite property offers breathtaking views

of the fairways and easy access to the

pristine sands of Silverleaves Beach.

¢ Prime location: Enjoy the tranquillity of
a golf course setting, just a short stroll
from the serene Silverleaves Beach.

e Spacious accommodation: The home
features four generously sized bed-
rooms, plus a study, providing ample

ALEX SCOTT
AND STAFF

space for family and guests. ing distance to the Silverleaves General Address: 333 Coghlan Road, Cowes.
e Versatile layout: Two self-contained ar- Store and Anerie Cafe. Price: $1,290,000.

eas offer flexibility for visiting family. This is an incredible opportunity to Contact Alex Scott & Staff on 03 5952 2633
e Panoramic views: Immerse yourself own a piece of paradise on Phillip Island. to arrange a private inspection.

in the beauty of the golf course with
sweeping views from the comfort of
your home.

e Low-maintenance living: Spend more
time enjoying the island lifestyle with
low-maintenance established land-
scaped gardens.

e Convenient location: Within easy walk-

The home’s versatile layout with two self- Immerse yourself in the beauty of the golf
contained areas, offers flexibility for visiting course with sweeping views from the comfort of

PERMANENT RENTALS REQUIRED gt your home.
FREE APPRAISAL - Call 5952 2633

To report rental maintenance

please go to alexscott.com.au/maintenance

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes, Vic, 3922

Ph: 03 5952 2633

| Fax: 03 5952 1877

Email: cowesrentals@alexscott.com.au
Website: www.alexscott.com.au
Shortstays: www.phillipislandshortstays.com.au/
www.facebook.com/AlexScottPhilliplsland

Follow us on Facebook

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

This stunning four-bedroom home is nestled on This beautifully appointed four bedroom home
the Phillip Island Golf Course and offers easy is perfect for relaxing and enjoying the island
access to Silverleaves Beach. lifestyle.

JD04910AA

gg9otvoar

415 DALYSTON - GLEN FORBES ROAD,
RYANSTON  $1,650,000

Escape to the serenity with sweeping rural views from
architect inspired renovation completed in 2024. This
eco-friendly home boast solar power 38 panels and
ducted heating cooling for year round comfort.

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY
0410 595130

6 CRAMMOND ROAD, COWES

$660,000 TO $680,000

An immaculate property, freshly painted inside, ready
for you to call home. Comprising 3 large bedrooms
all with robes, high ceilings throughout, spacious
layout and pristine condition both inside and out.

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY
0410 595 130

13 ANGLERS ROAD, SUNDERLAND BAY
$690,000 TO $750,000

The perfect beach house awaits, all the hard work
has been done, from outdoor entertaining to extra
storage. Did we mention beach access. Set over a
single level this home flows and suits all ages.
CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD

0412 712 O34

7 MCILWRAITH ROAD, RHYLL
$1,500,000

Nestled in this extremely quiet location is the per-
fect place to let all the stress from Melbourne wash
away. The home is awash with natural light and is
perfect for entertaining family and friends.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD
0412 712 034

MORE STOCK UR

56-58 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES
PH: 03 5952 3922

GENTLY NEEDED.

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
INFO@PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
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7 THE BROADWAY, SAN REMO

* Nestled in a quiet court with breathtaking views of
the water and Phillip Island Bridge

* Large open plan living upstairs leading onto huge
undercover deck with amazing views

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/| car

$1,030,000

69 WYNDHAM AVENUE, COWES

* Open plan light filled living with vaulted ceilings and
covered rear deck situated on 795m2 block

« Self-contained zone with its own external access —
adding versatility for guests

* 5 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/2 cars

$895,000

1/2-4 WARLEY AVENUE, COWES

* Amazing location — just steps from The Esplanade,
beach, restaurants and shops

« Light and bright open plan living leading to outdoor
alfresco area

* 2 bedrooms/| bathroom/2 car spaces

$620,000

11 BOWMAN ROAD, WIMBLEDON HEIGHTS

« Spacious corner allotment with convenient side
access for caravan/boat parking

* Generous open living leading to undercover deck

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$650,000 TO $700,000

3553 BASS HIGHWAY, KILCUNDA

* Ultimate coastal living with breathtaking water views
and beach access across the road

* Spacious open living, 2 private covered decks, 823m?
(approx.) block

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$1,085,000

24 MCRAE AVENUE, COWES

* Absolute foreshore reserve frontage with water
views and sandy walking track to beach

* Open plan living upstairs leading to huge
entertainer’s deck

* 4 beds/2 baths/lock up garage

$1,650,000

92 MCFEES ROAD, RHYLL

* FIRST TIME OFFERED - this magnificent farm has
been held by the same family since settlement

* 108.5 acres (approx.) with a natural north facing
slope, adjoining foreshore reserve

CONTACT AGENT

26 LOCK ROAD, RHYLL

* Situated on approx. 1840m? of land in the quiet
township of Rhyll, close to the General Store and
only moments away from the waters’ edge

* Generous open plan living leading to undercover rear
deck

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$1,100,000

1/3 BENAMBRA COURT, COWES

* Stunning townhouse with a Japanese inspired feel
positioned close to the heart of Cowes

* Open plan living, private courtyard, short stroll to
beach

* 3 bedrooms/| bathroom/2 cars

$849,000

7-9 STEELE STREET, COWES

‘The Castle’ - Villa By The Sea
AUCTION SATURDAY IST FEB @ 2PM ON SITE

* This is a rare opportunity to own The Castle — Villa By The Sea, a spectacular
landmark property just metres from the north-facing bay beach and the lively
Cowes shopping precinct. This exquisite residence, lovingly held by the same
family for over 30 years, now offers a new chapter for its next owners.

* Set on an expansive 1,286m? approx. allotment with a significant 35-metre
approx. frontage, this six-bedroom, six-bathroom home occupies one of the
most sought-after positions on Phillip Island.

35 BONWICK AVENUE, SAN REMO

* Refreshed and ready for a new chapter, this brick
veneer gem has stunning panoramic views over the
bay on 998m? block

* Short stroll to stunning beaches and township

* 3 beds/2 baths/double garage & workshop

$880,000 TO $920,000

5 PIANO STREET, CORINELLA

» Situated in the heart of Corinella with the iconic Fig
& The Bay café and beach at your doorstep

* Versatile living spaces, office/study, undercover deck
area

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$685,000

18 KING STREET, VENTNOR

* Beautiful double storey home with open plan living
upstairs and self-contained area downstairs

* Large undercover deck area, stunning Jarrah flooring,
woodfire and established gardens situated on a
604m? (approx.) allotment

* 3 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/5 car carport

$949,000

20 SANDERS ROAD, SILVERLEAVES

* Spacious home offering 2 living areas, floorboards,
energy efficient solar panels, rear covered deck,
double lock up garage with side roller door

« Situated on a 668m? allotment, short stroll to
popular Silverleaves Beach

* 4 beds/2 baths

$969,000

15 LOMANDRA DRIVE, COWES

* Modern single level home in Seagrove Estate with
contemporary open plan living

* Covered deck, ample shedding and side access for
caravan/boat storage

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 car carport

$790,000 TO $810,000

29 HAPPY VALLEY DRIVE, SUNSET STRIP

¢ Close to Smiths Beach and walking distance to
Newhaven College

* Immaculate open plan home with big lockup
workshop, fully fenced

* 2 bedrooms/| bathroom

$585,000

58 GELLIBRAND STREET, CORONET BAY

» Charming cottage, ready to move in

* Polished wooden floorboards, cosy wood heater,
rear undercover deck, established gardens

* 2 bedrooms/| bathroom/2 car carport

$480,000
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0356712470 www.basscoastculturalvenues.com
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2185 PHILLIP ISLAND ROAD, Gl
INSIDE THE PHILLIP ISLAND FAMILY HES(

Swan
Lake
THE PENGbIN ‘K.
2 tt
NOBBIES _ PARADE e
The CENTER | e
Nobbies | |
OPEN HOURS: |
] - Seal Rocl
P! late — SRR NG ! e FUR SEALS Phillip Island is home
{ Black Rock

to the largest Little
Penguin colony
in the world.
Watch them return
from the ocean
nightly at dusk.

Take a tour around
Seal Rock and marvel
at Australia’s largest

fur seal colony

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060 | 0408 120 908

No weather problems = Crazy Golf is under covet!

(7€ DAILY SURF LESSONS \©

DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS BANDICOOT

DISCOVERY TOUR
Experience this endangered
species on a spotlight walk
at Churchill Island.

A guided walk *
with our unique

vv9Lg8t0ar

marsupials!

Immerse yourself in nature
and discover the unique species
that call Phillip Island home.

BOOK NOW
penguins.org.au

$75 - 2 hour lesson - everything provided
225 Smiths Beach Rd, Smiths Beach

thlltq_lsland
\_BOOK NOW Ph: 5952 3443 )

ATURE

-

National Vietham Vetercm's
Museum and Café

FASCINATING
FOR ALL
AGES

Open 7 days from 10am - 4pm - Ph: 5956 6400

Ventnor

25 VETERANS DRIVE, NEWHAVEN, PHILLIP ISLAND

Wimbledon
Heights

PHILLIP ISLAND RD

PHILLIP

Koala
Conservation
Reserve

walks to watch
up close in their
habitat.

GRAND PRIX
CIRCUIT

BACK BEACH RD

Beach Sunderland

Bay

Ventnor

YCW
Bich Smiths |

‘ Beach

Surf
’ Beach

Patrolled weekends SHCOIR

and public holidays
until April 14
Sat 1ipm -5pm
Sun/Public Holidays
10am-4pm

]

Berlys
Beach

PHILLIP ISLAND
NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE. |
The reserve is made up of four
sites along Phillip Island’s coast:
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach,
Summerland and Cat Bay.

Pyramid
Rock

WHALE MIGRATION
Witness the annual
arrival of humpback and
southern right whales
and even the occasional
killer whales from May
to September.

BASS STRAIT

GUIDED KOALA TOUR
Get up close to this
Australian icon at the
Koala Conservation
Reserve!

Shop 3, 68 - 80 Thompson Ave (next to Aldi)
Ph: 03 5952 2046
admin @cowesnewspi.com
Monday - Saturday 8.30am - 5.00pm | Sunday 8.30am - 12.00pm

Come on in for your tattslotto, cards,
newspapers, magazines, board games, inks,

viethamvetsmuseum.org printing and more.

[fend

0&14&!‘
¢ Sunset Cruise

ruise

ECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU CALL 1300 763 739

WESTERN PORT BAY

KOALA CONSERVATION
RESERVE
Wander tree-top board-

koalas
natural

EASTERN BARRED
a BANDICOOT
Was released on
Churchill Island and
Phillip Island to save it
from extinction.

Forrest Caves

| Cape
Woolamai

The Colonnades

2R
8.
Patrolled weekends %,
and public holidays %
until April 14
Sat 1pm-5pm
Sun/Public Holidays
10am-4pm

SHEARWATERS
There are approximately one million
short-tailed shearwaters that arrive
each year around late September
from the Aleutian Islands near
Alaska. They are a spectacular sight
as they return to their burrows each
night at dusk.

vvosgroar

Photo courtesy of Coast Magazine.
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Get OFF GRID, take yourself OFF LINE & venture OFF ROAD.
Discover this unique, unspoilt, remote destination.... French Island.
naturalistetours.com.au orcall 03 5257 4570

Phillip Island
TENPIN BOWLING

& Entertainment Centre

2952 3977

OPEN 7 DAYS

75 Chapel Street, Cowes
next to Aldi Car park | 03 5952 6400
islandfoodstore@bigpond.com

JD01863AA

~ | 4

Newhaven

{ \ an 5/157 MARINE PARADE,
{ Remo SAN REMO
7.30 AM—-4PM.
F : 7 DAYS A WEEK.

SHOP WHERE THE LOCALS SHOP.
Specialty cut & wrapped cheeses, fully serviced deli and
on-site butcher. Full liquor department and exceptional

customer service. Supporting local suppliers.

OPEN 8AM-8PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK

135 Marine Parade, San Remo, 3925 P 5678 5337 | 9 San Remo IGA

VV§282001

vvzssroar
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ART

The highly successful PICES Pop Up art
exhibition was officially opened last Friday
night (January 3) at Berninneit in Cowes.
The exhibition was opened by Bass
Coast Mayor, Cr Rochelle Halstead, with
artists, PICES committee members and

Tyler and Silvi Glattauer; Martine Za-
jacek (Collage); and paintings by Jenny
Jackson, Julie Lundgren Coulter, Anne
Mestitz, Lindy Patterson, Karen Pres-
ton, Linda Shaw and Kim Wood.

Pop Up 2 Exhibition runs from Janu-
ary 16 to 27 and features: Painters Peter
Brook, Stephen Glover, Melinda Holt,

A_N_N_ THEPULSE _/A\_A_A

PICES Pop Up officially opened

community members in attendance. Carolyne Jane, Candida van Rood and
Throughout January, the two curated Rain White; Wendy Habraken-Flack

Pop Up exhibitions feature 22 artists. (Drawing); Jillian Mitchell (Photogra-
Pop Up 1 Exhibition runs until Janu- phy); Kate Stuart (Pottery); and Kylie

ary 14 and features: Rob Barron (Pot- Watson (Printmaking).

tery); Printmakers Lana de Jager, Liz For more information visit pices.org.au

From left to right: The PICES team: Judy Wolstenholme, Sandra Henstridge, Luke Fricke, Joe La Pira,
Sue Hoare, Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead, Clem Fries, Emily Walker, Carolyne O’Callaghan and Imelda Daly.

vvrssroar

PRESENTING A SPECIAL ART EXHIBITION & SALE

Lenny Van Berkel with artist Liz Tyler, Linda
Huston and Michelle Donohue

Artist Anne Mestitz with her mixed media
art pieces, on display as part of the Pop Up 1
exhibition.

Woodfired stoneware artist Robert Barron of
Gooseneck Pottery, who features in Pop Up 1, on
show until January 14.

Quiet Grazing, Drouin Victoria
David Taylor AW.LF.V.AS.

Morning Adrift, Triabunna Tasmania
David Taylor AW.LF.V.AS.

Summer Days, Spirit of the Island
Diana Edwards A.G.R.AF

Binalong Bay Dreaming
Diana Edwards A.G.R.AF

Watercolour artist Jenny Jackson features in the  New Island Ward councillor Tracey Bell and Bass
first PICES Pop Up exhibition, currently showing ~ Coast Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead at the PICES This exhibit :
s | . : : is exhibition represents spontaneity,
at Berninneit. Pop-Up exhibition opening night. e A e e e
living moments to share from near and
far; Phillip Island, Bass Coast, Gippsland,
Central Australia, and countries abroad.

OPEN DAILY
10AM - 4.30PM

Saturday 4th Jan to
Friday 31st Jan 2025

All works are for sale, including both
frames and unframed works.

A special time to share, with all welcome.

AEDKA,

STUDIO GALLERY

28 SETTLEMENT RD
SILVERLEAVES
PHILLIP ISLAND 3922

0427 947 889 | 0418 565 796

Emily Walker (Exhibition Curator) with her mother  Committee members Karen Preston with Carolyne
Meredith Walker at the PICES opening night. O'Callaghan (PICES events) and Diana Bannister.

JD04894AA



Wednesday, January 8, 2025 | THE ADVERTISER 15
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The circus has many new artists and new acts this year, including tight wire walking and illusions and ~ Crowd favourites, the clowns, return with new routines, along with trapeze acts, juggling and beauti-
the most adorable cheeky baby goats. Tickets are available onsite from one hour before each show.  ful palomino horses. There are performances every day except Thursdays.

Circus brings glamour and excitement

ENTERTAINMENT

Eroni’s Circus draws inspira-
tion from the classical circus-
es of yesteryear.

Beautiful, glamorous cos-
tuming, lively original mu-
sic, immaculately presented
animals, traditional circus
clowns, the smell of sawdust
and popcorn in the air and
the anticipation of what ex-
citing act will come out next,
through the red velvet curtain
... Eroni’s Circus is back on
Phillip Island.

Located at 205 Thompson
Avenue, the circus has many
new artists and new acts this
year. Tight wire walking and
illusions and the most ador-
able cheeky baby goats that
have not performed in Cowes

on previous visits, alongside
crowd favourites clowns, (per-
forming new routines) trapeze
acts, juggling and beautiful
palomino horses.

Performing throughout
the school holidays in Cowes
(next to the RSL) the circus
prides itself as a very family-
oriented circus that caters for
all ages, from grandparents
through to young children.

General admission tickets
are very affordable for almost
two hours of fast paced live
entertainment at only $35 for
adults and $25 for children.

First row ringside are only
an extra $5 per person. Tick-
ets are available onsite from
one hour before each show.

Snack foods such as Dag-
wood dogs, freshly made hot

cinnamon donuts, hot jam
donuts, milk shakes, coffee,
cold drinks, fairy floss, and
freshly popped corn are avail-
able from the circus food trail-
er. There are also games and
novelty souvenirs for sale.
The circus does not book at
all; simply purchase your tick-
ets at the door.

EFTPOS is available, but
bringing cash is recommend-
ed, as sometimes, with in-
consistent internet signal, the
EFTPOS machines can drop
out.

Please note if the tempera-
ture is extremely hot, the 1pm
performance may be can-
celled. Please call ahead on
forecasted hot weekends to
confirm if the 1pm show will
go ahead.

$25 UNLIMITED

BOWLING LAZER TAG AND TABLE TENNIS

6.30 - 9.30P

Minimum four per lane

3952 3977 Y

SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES

DEAL RUNS FROM
BOXING DAY UNTiL
AUSTRALIA DAY!

Every night over the school holidays

PHILLIP'ISLAND
TENPIN BOWLING

UNLIMITED

LK00288AA

COWES

LOCATION:

(Next to the RSL.)

Enquiries on 0477 874 784.

This week’s performances
— Tuesday 7th, Wednesday
8th, Friday 10th: 7pm
Thursday 9th: No show
Saturday 11th: 1pm & 7pm
Sunday 12th: 1pm

Upcoming shows
Monday 13th, Tuesday 14th,
Wednesday 15th,

Friday 17th: 7pm

Saturday 18th: 1pm & 7pm
Sunday 19th: 1pm

Monday 20th, Tuesday 21st,
Wednesday 22nd,

Friday 24th: 7pm

Saturday 25th: 1pm & 7pm
Sunday 26th: 1pm

eroniscircus.com/
/Sponsored article /

SHOWTIMES:

January 3 to January 26.

205-209 Thompson Ave  75m nightly except Thu & Sun.
1pm Sat & Sun + Australia Day

Enjoy the the
circus — for free

GIVEAWAY

The Advertiser has five free double
passes to experience all the excite-
ment of Eroni’s Circus.

To treat yourself to the glam-
our and thrills of this classic cir-
cus, drop by the office at 60 Cha-
pel Street in Cowes after 10am on
Wednesday, January 8.

The first five lucky circus-lov-
ing readers will receive a double
pass to Eroni’s Circus, performing
throughout the school holidays in
Cowes.

: ADULTS $35 eacH

: CHILDREN $25 eacH

! (CHILDREN AGES 3-14)
Ringside extra $5ea

Ticket Office and Doors open
one hour before each show

Door Sales only, no bookings

SPECTACULAR
90 MINUTE SHOW :

Coming soon to Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve.
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The final tickets are on sale for this year’s Ocean Sounds Festival on January 11 at Churchill Island.

Don't miss Ocean Sounds

MUSIC

The final tickets for this year’s
Ocean Sounds Festival on Janu-
ary 11 are selling fast.

Don’t miss your chance to en-
joy a brilliant line up of Austra-
lian music in the stunning natural
environment of Churchill Island.

As well as a first-class musical
line up, Ocean Sounds is a celebra-
tion of local wines and gourmet
food. The family-friendly atmo-
sphere makes it the perfect location
to catch up with friends and family.

Returning for the eighth time,
this year’s festival is a triple head-
liner, featuring Birds of Tokyo,
Boy & Bear and Cat Empire.

As well as sharing a deserved
reputation as great live acts, the
three have between them garnered
30 ARIA nominations as well as
countless awards and hit records.

They are joined on the Ocean

Sounds stage by the Sunshine and
Disco Faith Choir, Jem Cassar-
Daley, Cool Out Sun and Ozone
Street.

There is also a special perfor-
mance by Millowl Dreaming.

Over the years, Ocean Sounds
has captured the ears and hearts
of locals and visitors with its re-
laxed and welcoming atmosphere
and commitment to sustainability.

This year, the festival won
the Bass Coast Business Awards
Business of the Year, as well as
securing the Event Excellence
award.

The judges praised the festival
for the detail of its submission,
noting its “sustainability initia-
tives”. They congratulated the
small team for successfully or-
ganising a large-scale event.

Local punters have voted with
their feet, with Ocean Sounds
consistently selling out.

There’s still time to be part
of this year’s event. Head to the
Ocean Sounds website to secure
your ticket.

Adult, youth and children’s
tickets available, with prices
ranging from $10 to $134. Chil-
dren under the age of 18 must be
accompanied by an adult.

Car passes can be purchased
and tickets for shuttle buses which
operate from Venus Bay, Cowes,
San Remo and Cape Woolamai.

Gates open at midday on Satur-
day, January 11.

Pack your picnic rug, grab your
friends, and head to Churchill
Island to enjoy stunning local
wines, gourmet food, the sum-
mer-sun softly setting over the
ocean and some of Australia’s
most amazing live music.

www.oceansoundsfestival.
com.au/

/Sponsored article /

_N_N_A

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club (WBSLSC) is holding a free Com-
munity Native Plants Working Bee and Beach Cleanup Day on January 25,

from 9am to 12pm.

Surt club working bee

ENVIRONMENT

Woolamai Beach Surf Life
Saving Club (WBSLSC) is
holding a Community Na-
tive Plants Working Bee and
Beach Cleanup Day on Janu-
ary 25, from 9am to 12pm.

Organised in collaboration
with Phillip Island Nature
Parks, the free day is focused
on the importance of sand
dune regeneration and coastal
conservation.

One session will focus on
watering indigenous native
vegetation and weeding non-
native vegetation, to stabilise
the sand dunes, ensuring the
coastline’s long-term health,
as well as repairing wooden
stake and rope fencing.

In another session, partici-
pants will engage in a beach

cleanup, collecting litter and
debris to protect local wildlife.

The event will conclude
with an educational session
for youth participants on envi-
ronmental stewardship, led by
experts from Philip Island Na-
ture Parks. The event is free,
but registration is essential.

Please bring a hat, sun-
screen, gloves (various sizes
provided if you don’t own gar-
dening gloves), sturdy shoes,
a reusable water bottle, and a
packed lunch.

Event: Community Na-
tive Plants Working Bee and
Beach Cleanup Day. January
25, from 9am to 12pm. Meet at
the Woolamai Beach Surf Life
Saving Club

Bookings: summerbythe-
sea.vic.gov.au/.../woolamai-
beach.../

vystéroar

Sun 19" Jan 2025

COWES CLASSIC SAT 8 FEB CHANNEL CHALLENGE SAT 1 MAR
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Join Paddington on an adventure to Peru. Paddington in Peru is screening at Berninneit throughout January, one of

several kids films on offer these holidays.

A holiday feast of film and fun

ENTERTAINMENT

There’s a feast of entertainment
available these holidays at Ber-
ninneit, in the heart of Cowes.

If it’s too hot, too wet or you
just want a break from the beach,
throughout January there are
films and live performances to
keep you and the kids entertained.

Treat the little ones to a
world-class puppet experience
at Bunktopia on January 23.

Hailed in New York as “pure
theatre magic, filling the room
with joy and wonder” (NY The-
atre Now), creator Jeff Achtem
trots out a selection of his fa-
vourite puppetry characters and
clown adventures.

This show appeals to all ages
and is recommended for every-

one four and over.

The show on January 23
starts at 2pm. Tickets start from
$15 and are available for adults,
concession card holders, youth
and children, as well as family
group tickets.

Or if kicking back and en-
joying some live music is more
your thing, join local surf band
El Rollo on the lawn at Bernin-
net on Friday, January 24 from
6.30pm until 8.30pm.

On screen
The Berninneit cinema has a
great holiday program, with
films catering for the kids and
adults.

Screenings for the kids in-
clude Sonic the Hedgehog 3,
Paddington in Peru, Moana 2

and Magic Beach.

Adults can enjoy the new Cate
Blanchett film Rumours, Piece
by Piece (a Lego animation of the
life and career of Pharrell Wil-
liams), a sing-a-long session of
Wicked Part 1, plus screenings
of surf film You Should Have
Been Here Yesterday, the new
Jesse Eisenberg film A Real Pain
and Andrew Garfield and Flor-
ence Pugh in We Live in Time.

Visit the BassCoastCultural-
Venues website for screening
times and to book your tickets.

Tickets can also be purchased
at Berninneit, open from 9.30am
—5pm weekdays and 10am - 4pm
weekends.

www.basscoastculturalve-
nues.com/berninneit-cowes

/Sponsored article /

Library

Customer and
Visitor Services

Theatre & Cinema

Art Gallery
Museum
Venue Hire

Community Rooms

vv998voar

Berninneit

91-97 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

08 5671 2470

www.basscoastculturalvenues.com

_N_N_A

10AM -4PM
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Bass Coast celebrates
New Year in style

A stunning fireworks display
was watched by hundreds of
people on the Cowes foreshore,
welcoming in 2025.

Over in Coronet Bay, 9.30pm
fireworks delighted families
and friends, as they saw in the
new year. Both displays were
presented by Bass Coast Shire
Council. A third fireworks dis-
play was held at the Inverloch
Rec Reserve.

The council is calling for
feedback from the community
on the displays, as part of a re-
view of fireworks at Christmas
and New Year. Feedback is open
until January 31.

engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
eoycelebrations

The Cowes NYE fireworks on the jetty,
captured by Samantha Kruizinga from
Erehwon Point.

Photographer Michelle Diggins was at Coronet Bay to catch the 9.30pm fire-

works display on New Year's Eve.

PHILLIP ISLAND TEXTILES GROUP PRESENT

TEXTILE GALA EXE

yvé06voqr

ITION

DISPLAYING WEARABLE ART & CREATIONS
MADE BY OUR TALENTED TEXTILE GROUP

18-19TH
JANUARY

CREATIVE ARTS
STATION

119 SETTLEMENT
ROAD COWES

FREE ENTRY - ALL WORK ON DISPLAY IS FOR SALE - EFTPOS AVAILABLE

LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS ALL WEEKEND INCLUDING

WEAVING-FELTING-SEWING-EMBROIDERY-SPINNING-LINO CUT-STRING MAKING-FABRIC BASKETRY
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AIR CONDITIONING CABINET MAKER CONCRETER ELECTRICIAN

TIIVI NIEWIVIARNI JACKSON ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING

yyvSzvoqar
LKOO045AA

« Reliable & fully insured « All types of

. . electrical services
JOINERY SMOOTH CONCRETING « Split system installers
Q- Y CLED TIMBERSERBINETR Y * Exposed aggregate ¢ House slabs « Air conditioning sales + Free quotes
INSTALLATION SERVICE ¢ Driveways ® Footpaths e Sheds & garages and service « Hot water systems
L Eaan® * All concreting needs
b - 230 500 Tel/Fax 5956 8791 « TV Antenna & data  « Ovens and cooktops
LSO NS MOOTHE GMATL. COM RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@uwaterfront.net.au

WWW.JOINERYSMOOTH.COM.AU
JOINER VSN E o T 0419 312 805 CALL MICHIAEL 0427 633 667

AIR CONDITIONING BUILDER CONCRETER GARAGE DOORS

JO02421AA

l MITSUBISHI
"W\ ELECTRIC
DIAVOND DEALER
GIFT CARD CAMPAIGN /

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION,

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE Constructions

Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi S PE C IALI STS IN:

0400 001 465 Lake Hinrichs

citytocoastair.com

LKOOO34AA

Phillip Island & surrounding areas since 1999

AIR CONDITIONING DECKS & VERANDAHS GAS SUPPLIERS

4 alists i WRIGHTON
DAlKIN ISLAND e ] WRIGHTON B
COASTAL  ossemssio DE c K S and verandahs Agency for ELGAS

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING oﬁﬁce@plcra.com.au

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright

AIR CONDITIONING CAR REMOVAL DECK RESTORATION GUTTER CLEANING

southcoast air | ALY H).Xy
Air conditioning CAR REMOVALS

& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

© Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning
coastal_refrig_and_aircon
AUS1426

YV6S000M1

LKOO040AA

P
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

Unwanted cars removed free
CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

Call Nick on 0411 988 401

0402 044 377 '?,fg_e“'\é';"l%r Call Shane basscoast@deckseal.com.au 0427 393 291
1109866 REC26099 5678 2002 or 0407 599 616 www.deckseal.com.au swgippsland@guttervac.com.au
BLINDS & CARPET CARPENTER DRIVEWAY RESTORATION HANDYMAN
- ﬂ‘ Painting interior & exterior
— \ CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST 15 years experience
e — Pressure cleaning weatherbords
CARPENTRY AND RESEAL Flat pack assembly

Doors installed, handles fitted
Lawn mowing

— Est1982 ——

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS
MARK: 0418 105 262

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs
Window Replacement | Decks

Q 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 0359521488 John 0447 975 626

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

Frank No job too big
0455 596 433 | ortoosmall

yvezzvoqr

JD03567AA
JDO4630AA

BLINDS/AWNINGS CONCRETER EARTHMOVING HANDYMAN

(g s %M EARTHWORKS affordable quality

JD04880AA
JO02676AA,
JDO03819AA

. BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING home malntalnance and repalr
Decks. Verandahs. Pergolas.

g‘ — e Excavations . Eree q.uofej;:onslt_gfaf.ion R t d t ’
— oge e Experienced local business
lrvnings E N sans dersins
— . rive /Pat WQAYS .« CQuality workmanship
1 e Retaining walls * Transparent communication l
. Spoil rer?\oval e Full compliance / insurance DB_U 838[]

e Tight access specialists
TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *
em: mkearthworksegmail.com
ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

*

Peter Stasinowsky
Ph 0408149488 email. pstaza@hotmail.com

LK00027AA

ADVERTISING CONCRETER EARTHMOVING HANDYMAN

RAY MATTOCK SJC HOME MAINTENANCE

c o N c R ETI N G Al aspect_s 9f earthmoving, d.riveways, Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience
draining and landscaping

AND EXCAVATIONS Rubbish removal Call for a Free Quote

* Exposed aggregate paving 0418 372 399 No job too small
« Coloured - Slate - Brick paving Servicing all Phillip Island areas Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

* House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

Fays Skip Hire Call Mick 0424 414 495
+ Earth works www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

LKOO038AA
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HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL

Design and fabrication.
We also stock industrial supplies.

Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi
(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.

MOTORCYCLE REPAIR

RESTUMPING

yversvoar

LANDSCAPING AND DESIGN

Also Servicing Melbourne
& Gippsland Regions
*Breakdowns *Flat Tyres *Race Tracks
*Shows & Events *Dealer Deliveries *Auctions
*Local & Interstate *Group Discounts
*Show Bike Specialists

motorcycletow.com.au 0431 655 749

PLASTERING

18

WONTHAGGIplaster

& Construction Supplies

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
wonthaggiplaster.com.au

CEMINTEL ~

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

Dave Costello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

0411175 957

LKOO020AA

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

LKOO014AA

Brendan Duncan

PIC No. 26296

LAWN MOWING

Phil’s Mowing
and Lawn care

0408 559 408
Prompt Honest Reliable

Servicina Phillip Island and Surrounding Areas

From San Remo to Cowes, Wonthaggi to Grantville

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

KEANE & SON

House Restumping & Levelling

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995

LK00290AA

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

BASS COAST

MANAGEMENT

EOGTRAFFIC.COM.AU
5900 2932
projects@eventopsgroup.com.au

all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788

Licence DBL24625

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Avre your doors sticking, catching
or just not sliding properly?

© Timber & Aluminium € Security Doors

Sliding Doors © Track & Roller
© Bi Fold Doors Replacements
© Cavity Doors © Screen Replacements

€ Wardrobe Doors © New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Now Servicing Phillip Island

Ph 0438 538 244

info(@asdrm.com.au
www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

SOLAR

RESTUMPING TREE CARE
RESTUMPING &
RELEVELLING
Restumping, Levelling,
House Raising & Repacking, Qualified Arborist with

15 years experience and
committed to maintain the
health, safety and beauty
of your trees ensuring they
thrive and enhance your
home. Servicing Phillip
Island and surrounds.

Specialising in Pruning &
Hazardous Tree Removals

Habitat Trees Storm Damage
Cable Bracing Stump Grinding
Qualified Arborist Fully Insured
Mulch & Firewood Sales

0484 776 399

TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing

24 HOUR SERVICE i

* Gas * Hot water units
« Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

LKOOO15AA

PLUMBING

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
WWW.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

Same Day WQQ

Plumbing BVt
Service Brothers

Lic 43482

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

MARINE MECHANIC

* ke k &***

TOPWATER MARINE
0402 761 692

« Inboard / outhoard motor servicing and repairs

« Accessory Installations and electrical work
« Trailer servicing and modifications
« Anchor winches < Boat detailing « Insurance work
www.topwatermarine.com.au | info@topwatermarine.com.au

64 Dixon street, Inverloch

JDO01490AA

PLUMBING

RERIABISERRIEYMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

o NO CALL OUT FEE

e Leaking taps & toilets
 Hot water systems replaced
o Vanities & water

o Filters installed

* (as fitting

e General plumbing

Tappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed wic.no. 113269c

LKO0044AA

JO01399AA

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

1300534110 ___

STEEL

(o)
>
SL Tree Care

NO JOB TOO SMALL

® Qualified e Storm Damage

e Tree Maintenance ¢ Lawn Mowing

e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

LK00042AA

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Steel fabrication ¢ Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order ® Sheetmetal fabrication
Guillotine and folding e Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE e Genie lift and generator hire
Call for a quote WE DELIVER
14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LKO0024AA

Ph: 5672 2056

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

INDUSTRIAL

STORAGE

WINDOW CLEANING

Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging
land Security Monitoring
cure On Site Manager
orage 24hr/7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

LKO0023AA

We promise sparkling Discounts
windows every time! apply for
Pensioners

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com
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BEAUTY

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

BARBER

LKO00415AA

HOME

PROPERTY CARE - PEACE OF MIND

Do you own an unoccupied property?
Do you need small jobs attended to?

o Small external maintenance painting requirements
o Specific garden, spraying and watering requirements
* Bin management

Contact johnmc7251@gmail.com | Mobile 0407 760 167

Meat scraps,
bones and
seafood shells

go in your

Organics bin

—_—

B visit basscoastvic.gov.au/whichbin B8 B A SQ
to find out more COAST

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry
Self-Service

NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes,

Every Tuesday Local's Day 15% OFF >
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

with the CODE: LOCAL15

9 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes (\ 03 59521488

COWESBOAT [ ej0 )", "4 2=

CARAVANRVSTORAGE SELF

STORAGE

! Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 5952 2799

FURNITURE OUTLET COWES
SALE NOW ON

MATTRESSES

ALL SIZES AVAILABLE AT GREAT PRICES
Queen/double/ single/ king single/king size
PLUS Beds / tallboys /bedside chests. Etc. etc.
DELIVERY AND TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE

BEATS PRICES IN MELBOURNE
Furniture Outlet. P/L.153 Thompson Ave. Cowes.

0402 042 576.

I vvrrerear

LEISURE

OPEN 7 DAYS from 10am
1805 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes
Ph: 03 5952 2283
amazenthings.com.au

GUIDED KOALA TOUR‘k

Get up close at the
Koala Conservation Reserve!

BANDICOOT U=, W
pIscovery Tour

Experience a spotlight
walk on Churchill Island.

BOOK NOW

Phileflz_Island 0
at penguins.org.au

NATURE PARKS

Wildlifeion

cruises

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling

& Entertainment
Centre

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Call 1800 247 669

thecentrecowes
@hotmail.com

Venue for Hire

p—

1300 OURCAB (687222)

SouthCoastTaxi

ACCOMODATION

RANFURLIE BED
& BREAKFAST

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night
including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

PET SITTING

Ri-jana’s Paw-fect

ONZO  Pet Sitting

O anne Ranic | 0432 728 913
Ri-jana’s Paw-fect Pet Sitting

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

www.pisra.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

FINANCE

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

For all your refinancing or home loan
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.
Gabriel Caffieri - Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffieri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

YellowBrickRoad

Home Loans

PHILLIP ISLAND BRANCH

« Home Loans
» Personal Loans
- Refinance
« Investor
« Self Employed
« Commercial Lending
- Private Lending
« SMSF

Yellow Brick Road Finance Pty Lid ACN 128 708 109, Australian Credit Licence 393195
8 Vista Place

Cape Woolamai 3925
phillip.island@ybr.com.au

Joe Reilly
M 0402 005 933
T 03 5956 6892

FOOD & DRINK

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au | 03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS
ON THE ISLAND”

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO!

ORDERS 5907 6796

RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

AUTOMOTIVE

7Y sevicecene |

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

\\\\P Isl4
~ °

TYRE

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

S, Qfl PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU
0"‘05 ci“‘\ HELLO@PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU

COMPUTER SERVICES

San Remo | 5952 5379 Shop Local

PRINT LOCAL

www.printitfast.com.au

MEDICAL

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8-10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven

Opening hours:
8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910

to make an appointment!

Handlex(%Anderson
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Locally owned and operated by
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

0448 602 005

www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

REAL ESTATE

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALES APPRAISAL
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL.

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU 5952 3922

Selling more properties
on Phillip Island than
any other agency

59522799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

038583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

ALEX SCOTT
ANDSTAFF /', 1886

1 13a Thompson Avenue, Cowes
59522633 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE
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SEEK, BUY AND SELL

DEATHS

Kevin Wood

Service Details:
3771189
Australian Army

The President,
Committee, Members,
Management and
Staff of the Phillip
Island RSL Sub-
Branch deeply regret
to announce the
passing of Kevin
Wood, a respected
Service Member of
our Sub-Branch. Our
sincere condolences
are extended to
The Wood Family

LEST WE FORGET.

PUBLIC NOTICES

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser
is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe
the Standards may
have been breached,
you may approach the
newspaper itself
or contact the
Council by email
info@presscouncil.org.au

or by phone
(02) 8261 1930.
For further
information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

MSC7943

GARAGE SALES

SHED SALE

Cowes

9 Birdwood Ave,
10.00 am-1.00 pm

Furniture

-Glass sq kitchen table
-Black leather recliner x 2
-Electric lift chair

-TV unit and side board
-Single bed (white)

-Long single electric lift
chair (as new) + more

Other Items
-Electric treadmill
-Table tennis table
-Electric tools/tools
-Nails/Bolts

-Dog Kennels

And lots more.

FOR SALE

ROYAL DOULTON
Dinner Set
Mostly a setting for 8.

White, Gold and Olive
Green. Stunning!

Photo available $900
Not Negotiable.
P: 0419 893 247

PUBLIC NOTICES

Yv889voadr

Thompson Ave., Cowes

The next market is
on Sat, Jan 11

9am-2pm

Inquiries: Monica
0412 710 276

PUBLIC NOTICES

CASUAL TENNIS
COURT HIRE

Rhyll
$15.00 per hour
Bookings General Store
5907 6796
BBQ facilities available in Rhyll Park

yyrossoar

SITUATIONS VACANT

THE

waterboy

—CAFE—

HEAD CHEF WANTED

SITUATIONS VACANT

Meter Reader
(Full time - Ongoing, Band 2)

Responsible for undertaking
meter reading in accordance
with designated routes,
uploading meter reads,
inspecting meters for
damage, restricting water
supply at the meter as
required, monitoring

for abnormal usage and
leaks, and interacting with
customers in a friendly,
courteous and professional
manner.

Applications close 14 Jan 2025

For application details go to
www.westernportwater.com.au

WESTERNPORT
y WATER

yyrieroar

ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

MATHS TEACHER

Full Time Position — Ongoing
Commencing 28/01/2025
Job Vacancy ID: 1459887

ENGLISH TEACHER

Full Time Position — Ongoing
Commencing 28/01/2025
Job Vacancy ID: 1459895

The Waterboy café is seeking
a Head Chef to manage
all aspects of our café kitchen,
reliable, highly motivated with
excellent communication skills.

Breakfast, lunch only, no nights.

If this sounds like you,
we want you!

Email resume to

info@thewaterboycafe.com.au

SCIENCE TEACHER

Full Time Position — Ongoing
Commencing 28/01/2025
Job Vacancy ID: 1459890

Bass Coast College is seeking suitably
qualified staff to join its team in 2025
for the above positions.
Applications can be made via
DET Recruitment Online

For further information please contact
Leith Cummins - College Principal
Leith.warren@education.vic.gov.au

VY 1£82001
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

N/

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor
(350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au,
or submit online at pisra.com.au

Don't “pass the buck” to
climate change

I applaud the councillors’
lobbying for action at Sil-
verleaves Beach. How-
ever, their invocation of
climate change in the Ad-
vertiser (December 18) is
both misleading, and dis-
ingenuous.

Prior to mid-2022, the
Silverleaves beach and
dune structures appeared
to be in a state of equilib-
rium, with a steady drift
of sand moving from west
to east, with longstanding
vegetation providing sta-
bility for the dunes.

During FY2021-22,
council completed the
Cowes East Foreshore
Restoration Project,
consisting of eight new
groynes, and the rock
revetment structure, to
the west of Silverleaves
beach. (Revetments are
structures that prevent
soil erosion by slowing the
flow of water and catching
sediment). Beach sand has
successfully banked up
against the western side
of each of the eight new
groynes. Clearly, the east-
erly drift of sand has been
captured and is accumu-
lating at these groynes as

expected.

However, since early
2023, the Silverleaves
foreshore dunes have

suffered a tragic and ir-
retrievable loss of native
flora and habitat, includ-
ing the felling of scores
of mature banksia trees.
The dunes are not being
replenished, but are be-
ing washed away. A direct
consequence of the good
works east of Rose Av-
enue.

So please, do not use
climate change as an ex-
cuse to bury the unin-
tended consequences of
direct human intervention
- namely the Cowes East
Foreshore Restoration
Project of 2022 between
Rose Avenue and Coghlan
Road.

Ian Gordon, Cowes

Water restrictions
needed

On Wednesday (Decem-
ber 18) I drove onto the is-
land and saw the current
supposed water level sign

at 58 per cent.
No forecast of sig-
nificant rain, January

and February our driest
months and Christmas
holidays upon us, then fol-
lowed by Easter. This to
me spells one thing: trou-
ble. You can also discount
at least 15 per cent of that
total as silt build up, so in
reality you have just over
40 per cent left.

Increased water restric-
tions are needed now: no

car washing or boats and
caravans, no driveway
washing, limited garden
watering just for a start.

Time to act now West-
ernport Water. I saw this
happen in the Millennium
drought. Don’t let it hap-
pen again.

Geoff Lee, Longwarry

(Former member of
the Westernport Water
board)

Backyard smoke

and neighbours

It is very rewarding hav-
ing friends and family
over to share food, con-
versation and laughter,
particularly now summer
is upon us.

As much as we all like
to spend quality time out-
doors, there is a problem.
There shouldn’t be. Wood
fired BBQ’s and fire pits
have increased in popu-
larity as a convivial way
today to socialise during
the weekend and holi-
days.

Smoke however,
doesn’t observe property
boundaries and can on its
own accord infiltrate and
fill neighbours properties.
Affected residents retreat
inside and close up their
homes. Asthmatics and
those with respiratory
problems can be adverse-
ly affected.

The concern is not so
much for the occasional
use of wood fired outdoor
burners but more for those
who make it a weekend rit-
ual, without any concern
for those denied access to
their own backyards due
to smoke pollution.

Council by-laws cover
such things as barking
dogs, loud and sustained
music but not smoke pol-
lution. Why?

The thought is that
much of this anti-social
behaviour is unintention-
al. The aggrieved might

well be their very friendly
non-aggressive neigh-
bours.
Smoky home, smoky
outdoors, smoky washing.
D Hoare, Cowes

A noisy Blitz

Well, we all got the ad-
vance letter in the mail
warning us that Blitz Golf
was coming to Phillip Is-
land to be held at the Red
Rocks Golf Club. It was
advertised in the newspa-
per on December 18, but
no-one could have envi-
sioned that the “please be
aware of amplified music”
would be so loud that it
probably would have bro-
ken the legal neighbour-
hood noise limits of what
locals should put up with.

It went for eight long,
horrendous hours. I would
be surprised if the 1200
people expected to show
up for the event didn’t
have some form of hear-
ing damage being up close
and personal at ground
zero with music played at
that level. In fact, the mu-
sic was so loud, our homes
were vibrating. Probably
fit for the Melbourne Sta-
dium, but not the local
neighbourhood.

As locals living near
the golf course, the quiet
rural area of Red Rocks
and Ventnor was shat-
tered by the event. It not
only put residents under
extreme stress, but also
affected the wildlife that
surround the golf-course
which live and graze in
the bushland all around
us. The consensus and
post event discussions
held by the residents was
the Red Rocks Golf Club
will have a huge fight on
their hands if they even
consider the idea of run-
ning this event ever again,
in what is supposed to be
a quiet rural community.

A Schade, Cowes

SPECIAL

DELIVERY

Welcome Tiara

Tiara Brittini-Jade Rogan was born at Wonthaggi Hospital on Novem-
ber 18, weighing 3.57kg. She is a daughter for Shaun and Kehoma
Rogan of Phillip Island, and a sister for Blayde (15) and Eli (11).
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SPORT

The high temperatures saw the busiest weekend of rescues in 20 years across Victoria. At Smiths Beach, extraordinarily large
crowds saw lifeguards kept busy with several rescues also taking place. Photo: Greg Spiller. More photos at pirsa.com.au/sport

Surtf life savers on the go

BEACH SAFETY

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving
Club (WBSLSC) had a busy start
to summer, with the hot condi-
tions over the weekend attracting
hundreds of beach goers.

WBSLSC  President Jason
Close said the high temperatures
saw the busiest weekend for res-
cues statewide in 20 years.

Jason said there were 146 res-
cues on Saturday and 21 on Sunday
recorded by Life Saving Victoria.

“The combination of extremely
hot weather, January school holi-
days and strong swells, currents
and rips led to a larger than usual
number of rescues and incidents
across the state.

“In addition to the rescues,
there were thousands of preven-
tative actions carried out at pa-
trolled beaches by lifeguards and
volunteer lifesavers.”

In the Bass District which in-
cludes clubs such as Woolamai
Beach, Cape Paterson, Wont-
haggi, Inverloch, Venus Bay and
Waratah Beach there were 31 res-
cues across the weekend.

“A large mass rescue at Woola-
mai saw life savers rescue eight
swimmers in one incident,” Jason
said.

“Consequently the beach was
then closed for several hours due
to the conditions becoming more
dangerous with the incoming tide,
large swell and side currents feed-
ing in to rips.”

He said because of the vigi-
lance of WBSLSC volunteer life
savers, they were able to get to the
swimmers quickly and return ev-
eryone safely to shore.

At Smiths Beach extraordinari-
ly large crowds saw lifeguards
kept busy with several rescues
also taking place.

“Life savers were Kkept busy
with hundreds of preventative
actions which also took place at
each beach,” said Jason.

“While lifesavers were kept
busy at patrolled beaches, we
would also like to acknowledge
the efforts of surfers at other
beaches who assisted swimmers
who found themselves in trouble.

“However we would urge all
people to swim only at a patrolled
beach as you can’t always count
on help being readily available if
you are in a remote unpatrolled
location.”

Woolamai, Cowes and Smiths
Beach are currently patrolled
from 10am until 6pm every day.

“Phillip Island has approximate-
ly 100km of coastline and life sav-
ers and lifeguards cannot be every-
where all of the time,” Jason said.

“There are simply not enough
volunteers or resources available
to be at every beach.

“There are also a number of
beaches which due to their re-
moteness, limited accessibility
and beach conditions, that we sim-
ply do not want people to swim at.”

The club President stressed
that swimming at any unpatrolled
beach is not advisable, but An-
zacs, Colonnades, Forrest Caves,
Surf Beach, Berrys Beach and Kil-
cunda were of particular concern.

“Each of these beaches is unpa-
trolled and can be hazardous for
swimming.

“Their remoteness means it
takes time for help to arrive, and
this can often mean it is too late.

“Some of these beaches can also
be very difficult for first respond-
ers to access. These are some of
the reasons that Woolamai Beach
and Smiths Beach when patrolled
are better options.”

Beach goers are encouraged to

download the BeachSafe app be-
fore heading to the beach.

Last summer five lives were
lost from drownings at remote,
unpatrolled beaches on Phillip Is-
land and one at nearby Kilcunda.

There were also several near
misses at remote or unpatrolled
beaches where swimmers found
themselves in trouble and were
rescued by surfers, off duty life
savers or members of the public.

Training
In addition to the regular patrols,
WBSLSC also recruited a new
team of volunteers to help with
beach safety, running Surf Res-
cue Certificate (SRC) training ses-
sions on the final weekend of 2024.

The SRC course provides skills
and knowledge needed to partici-
pate in lifesaving operations. All
patrolling members must com-
plete the course, which includes
basic first aid and emergency care
skills, surf awareness and surf
rescue skills.

The popular Nippers program
also ran from December 29 to
January 5.

Important beach safety tips

e Plan ahead.

¢ Always swim between the red
and yellow flags at patrolled
beaches. If lifesavers can’t see
you, they can’t save you.

e Check the Beachsafe app for
more information about which
beaches are patrolled and for
beach and weather information.

¢ Read safety signs and assess
conditions before entering the
water.

¢ Be sun smart. Stay hydrated.
Stay safe and enjoy the beach
responsibly.

Details:  www.woolamaibeach.

org.au

Joel Robinson receiving his award for Male Junior Athlete of the year.
Photo courtesy of Basketball Victoria.

Joel Rohinson
awarded Male Junior
Athlete of the year

BASKETBALL

Basketball Victoria’s Coun-
try Commission Award re-
cipients showcase the re-
markable contributions of
athletes, coaches, officials,
administrators, and volun-
teers who continue to ele-
vate basketball in regional

Victoria.

Phillip Island Rips Grad-
uate Joel Robinson was
awarded the Ray Borner
Award for Male Junior
Athlete of the year.

This year has seen ayear
of phenomenal achieve-
ments for Joel including;:

e Captained Victoria Coun-
try Bushrangers in their
gold medal win at U18
Australian Junior Coun-
try Cup in January.

e Part of Phillip Island Rips
U18 boys team that fin-
ished third at Basketball
Victoria Country Cham-
pionships in February.

e Leading scorer at U18

Australian Junior Na-
tional Championships in
Brisbane playing for Vic-
toria Country in April.

¢ Played for Australian
Ul7 national team at
World Cup in Turkey in
June.

¢ Played for U18 Australia-
Select team at China
International Invitational
Tournament in Shanghai
in August.

e Selected for Victoria U20
team at upcoming Na-
tional Championships.

Joel has grown up play-
ing his junior career for
Phillip Island Basketball
representing RIPS from
Ul0s graduating in 2024 in
his top age of Ul8s.

It is a huge achievement
to be awarded such a pres-
tigious award in a tough
cohort of country athletes.

2024 saw great success
for Phillip Island Basket-
ball with our association
receiving three awards.

.

Servicing the Bass Coast &
Gippsland for over 30 years

Scan the QR code for our
extensive range of new Quintrex
models or pop into our Inverloch
showroom to find your next boat

29-31 Bear Street
Inverloch

56741520

inverlochmarine.com.au
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SURFING

Phillip Island Boardrid-
ers Club (PIBC) presents
an evening celebrating
surfing, photography, and
community.

On Tuesday, January
14, PIBC is honoured to
host Ted Grambeau Slide
Night, an evening dedi-
cated to celebrating the
artistry, adventure, and
storytelling of one of the
surf world’s most iconic
photographers.

Known for his breathtak-
ing surf imagery, Ted’s ca-
reer has spanned decades,
taking him from Phillip
Island’s rugged breaks to
some of the world’s most
iconic surf destinations.

Ted’s journey began on
Phillip Island, where he
captured images of early
PIBC members navigating
the island’s iconic waves.

These formative expe-
riences paved the way for
a remarkable career that
has taken him to places
like Hawaii, Tahiti, and
Indonesia, and seen him
work alongside the biggest
names in surfing,.

His portfolio includes
jaw-dropping  moments
from prestigious World
Surf  League (WSL)
events, as well as historic
competitions like the Rip
Curl Eddie Aikau Big
Wave Invitational, one of
the most revered contests
in the surfing world.

Stunning and
captivating

At this special event, Ted
will share recent, exclu-
sive images from the 2025
Eddie Aikau Contest,
where the world’s best big
wave surfers challenged
towering waves on Ha-
waii’s North Shore.

This rare showcase
includes shots of Ross
Clarke-Jones, a former
Eddie winner and now a

SPORT

PIBC presents Ted Grambeau Slide Night
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PIBC presents the Ted Grambeau Slide Night on Tuesday January 14 from 7.30pm. Mark Healy at the Ed-
die Aikau Contest in Hawaii. Photo: Ted Grambeau.

proud Cape Woolamai res-
ident who surfs daily with
PIBC members.

Through Ted’s lens, at-
tendees will experience
not just the raw power
of waves like those at
Waimea Bay or Teahupo’o
but also the culture, cama-
raderie, and personal sto-
ries behind each photo.

Ted will narrate the
highs and challenges of
his career, from navigating
treacherous conditions in
the water to capturing mo-
ments that define the sport.

In addition to his work
at the Eddie, Ted’s photog-
raphy has also documented
the evolution of profession-
al surfing, including World
Surf League events and the
introduction of surfing to
the Olympics in Tokyo.

Whether photograph-
ing the intensity of com-
petition or the beauty of
remote surf destinations,
Ted has an unparalleled
ability to bring these mo-
ments to life.

Community, surfing,
and legacy

PIBC President Jake Eisen
reflected on the signifi-
cance of this event for the
local surfing community.
“As kids, many of us grew
up idolizing surfers in
magazines and dreaming
about the waves Ted was
photographing.

“This was before digital
cameras and social media,
so we’d eagerly wait every
month for the latest issue
of Tracks magazine to see
Ted’s photos and learn
about what was happen-
ing in the surfing world,”
Jake said.

“To now have him here
sharing his stories and
work with us is a surreal
and humbling experience.

“Events like this aren’t
just about the art - they’re
about bringing our com-
munity together, celebrat-
ing our shared love of surf-
ing, and honouring a local
who has captured the spir-
it of our sport for decades.”

BOAT SERVICING!! FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY

Phillip Island and San Remo areas
Call 0359 569238 NOW to book in

HUGE STACER STOCK RUNOUT

HUGE SAVINGS on all Stacer / Mercury Packages
Runabouts, BowRiders, Tinnies and more IN STOCK NOW!
14 BEACH RD, RHYLL PHILLIP ISLAND

yvosgzoar

This event also pays trib-
ute to Phillip Island’s surfing
heritage and its connection to
the global surfing tribe.

“Ted’s work reminds us of
the deep bond that unites surf-
ers across generations, from
groms to legends like Ross
Clarke-Jones, and how pho-
tography can inspire and pre-
serve those moments forever.”

Event: Tuesday January 15,
2025, 7.30pm

Entry Fee: $15 payable on the
door

Who: Open to all, surf enthusi-
asts, art lovers and community
members alike.

PIFNC COURTS

Phillip Island golf

GOLF

Tuesday,

December 31

Men’s Competition
Stableford 18H

Overall winner: Lucas
Piera (2) 38 pts c/b.

A Grade winner Lu-
cas Piera (2) 38 pts c/b.

B Grade winner: Mi-
chael Taylor (13) 38 pts.

C Grade winner: Ni-
gel Firth (20) 36 pts.

BDL to 33 c¢/b.

NTP: 5th Mark
Haringsma, 7th Bez
Moustafa, 10th John
Enbom and 17th Bai-
ley Hennessy.

Men’s 9 Hole Stableford.

Overall winner:
Cheryl White (20) 25
pts from Vic Mitchell
(28) 21 pts.

BDL 17 pts.
Women’s Competition
Stableford 18H
Overall, Winner: Trac-
ey Cuff (21) 37 pts from
Rhinda Boyd (18) 35 pts.

BDL 33 pts c/b.

NTP: 5th N/A, 7th
Jeanette Diss, 10th
Tracey Cuff and 17th
Debra Orr.

Saturday, January 4
Men’s Competition
Stroke Monthly Medal
18H

Overall winner: Ross
Payne (22) 64.

A Grade winner:
Adrian O’Gorman (7)
69.

B Grade winner:

Sean Ambler (15) 68.

C Grade winner:
Ross Payne (22) 64.

BDL to 74 c/b.

NTP: 5th Adrian
O’Gorman, 7th Brent
White, 10th Rickardo
and 17th Steve Keily.

Great score Brent
White Eagle 18H.

Great score
Richardson
18H.

Women Competition
Stableford 18H
Overall winner: Julia
Mascitelli (38) 41 pts
from Deb Orr (16) 40
pts.
BDL.: 32 pts c/b.
NTP: 5th and 17th
Debra Orr, 7th Kaye
Pittman and 10th
Rhonda Boyd.

Open Comp
Stableford 9H
Overall winner: Rob
Davison (9) 18 pts
from Peter Hiam (35)
17 pts c/b.

BDL.: 16 pts c/b

Sunday, January 5

Open Comp
Stableford 18H
Overall, Winner: Vicki
Amato (24) 39 pts from
Conner Epifano (18) 37
pts.

BDL 33 pts.

Open Comp

Stableford 9H

Overall, Winner: Liz
Gleeson (20) 17 pts
from Sara Gordon (45)
15 pts.

Jim
Eagle

31ST JANUARY & 6TH FEBRUARY
U11, U13, U15 & UT7

netballtrials.com/clubs/phillip-island-football-netbal/
Registrations close strictly
7pm, Wednesday 29th January
No late registrations will be accepted.

Players must attend one trial to be considered for selection.

Please turn up 15 minutes before your time slot
for check-in and warm-up.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31 | HIGH TIDE 1S MARKED IN BLACK

WED 8 JAN THU 9 JAN

12:55 am
Low 0.75m

1:43 am
Low 091m

7:26 am
HIGH 287m

8:03 am
HIGH 279m
1:28 pm
0.48 m

2:11 pm

Low 0.42m

Low

8:17 pm
273m

9:15 pm

HIGH 2.73m

HIGH

FRI 10 JAN SAT 11 JAN

2:34 am
1.08 m

3:30 am
1.23m

LOow Low

8:45 am
269m

9:33 am

HIGH 259m

HIGH

2:58 pm
0.39m

3:50 pm
0.40 m

LOowW Low

10:17 pm
273 m

11:22 pm

HIGH 275m

HIGH

SUN 12 JAN MON 13 JAN

4:34 am
1.34m

HIGH 12:30 am

Low 278 m

HIGH

10:33 am
250m

Low 5:48 am

HicH 1.39m

Low

4:52 pm
044 m

HIGH 11:43 am

Low 243 m

HIGH

6:01 pm

Low 0.47m

Low

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct. No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.
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1:36 am
2.83m

7:06 am
1.35m

12:59 pm
241m

7:12 pm
0.48m

ISLAND

MARINE

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au
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Archie Symth celebrates with his family, Aidan and Lara who swam and Darby who cheered loudly for them.

SGB break records and bring
home medals in state success

SWIMMING

It was a massive end of year
for the experienced swimmers
from South Gippsland Bass
Swimming Club.

While many of their con-
temporaries from school were
relaxing after a busy year, 34
swimmers were giving it their
all, competing at the Victorian
Mattioli Championships at
MSAC Dec 14-18.

Many of the swimmers
competed in seven or eight
events and some finals, mak-
ing it a hectic five days.

It was a busy weekend,
with 1589 swimmers compet-
ing at the event, with competi-
tors not only from Victoria,
but also coming from inter-
state and overseas.

However this did not hinder
the SGB swimmers who gave
it their best and held their
own, coming in 12th position
in the team standings.

This is even more impres-
sive when you consider many
of the larger clubs had relays
which helped their team point
score, while SGB didn’t.

The coaches recognised it
was a busy time for families
and they could return home
instead of hanging around for
the evening session.

Personal bests
Coach Dylan was thrilled
with their results.

“They all swam so well,
pretty much on PB times and
there was no one who had real
disaster swims or efforts.

“There were a number who,

HOME DELIVERY

Call your local
newsagency

ISSN 2200-100X

9772200100002

Bowen Gough with Emily, Bel, Miah and Claudia. two of the girls won the
same swimming trophy as Bowen at Inverloch Kongwak primary school.

despite all the racing they had
done, lifted on the big stage
and still took a few seconds
off their best time. We had a
third of the swimmers making
finals and then a quarter of
our swimmers coming home
with a medal.”

Archie Smyth broke the
Country record in the 12-year-
olds 100m Backstroke, with a
new time of 1:03:57, breaking
the old record by two seconds.

Another highlight of the
event was the chance for the
swimmers to meet and talk
to several Olympians and
seek advice, with many of the
Dolphins there to chat to the
young swimmers.

For the SGB swimmers, the
one they all wanted to talk to
was former SGB swimmer
and Dolphin, now Perfor-
mance Pathways Co-ordina-
tor, Bowen Gough, who took

PHILLIP

time to chat and pose for pho-
tos with the young swimmers.

The event has races rang-
ing from 50m to 1500m events,
with SGB swimmers racing in
all distances.

The eventwaslive streamed
with families, friends and oth-
er squad members cheering
on at home over the five days.

The commentators were
very positive in their com-
ments about the SGB swim-
mers and what they and their
coaches have achieved.

The swimmers have a short
break over the Christmas pe-
riod, with two major cham-
pionship - the State Sprints
at MSAC and the Country
Championships in Mildura -
coming up in January.

Results
Max Brocklesby 15yrs: 9th
800m Freestyle.

Gemma Cook 12yrs: 3rd
50 Backstroke, 2nd 50 Breast-
stroke, 1st 200m Freestyle,
1st 100m Backstroke, 1st 50m
Freestyle, 2nd 200m IM, 2nd
50m Butterfly.

Claudia Croatto 15yrs: 4th
100 Breaststroke, 3rd 200m
Breaststroke, 10th 50m Free-
style, 10th 200m IM.

Emily Croatto 12yrs: 11th
200m IM, 3rd 200m Breast-
stroke.

Sienna Hunt 14yrs:
200m Butterfly.

Levi Jarrett 12yrs: 2nd 50
Backstroke, 2nd 50 Breast-
stroke, 2nd 100m Breast-
stroke, 2nd 100m Backstroke,
2nd 50m Freestyle, 2nd 200m
IM, 2nd 100m Freestyle.

Mostyn Lumsden:
200m Butterfly.

Rahni Matheson 16yrs: 2nd
100 Breaststroke, 11th 50m
Freestyle, 5th 100m Back-
stroke.

Hugh Munro 16yrs: 8th
200m Backstroke, 13th 400m
IM.

Georgia Perry 13yrs: 3rd
50m Freestyle.

Miah Roberts 15yrs: 3rd
100m Backstroke, 4th 200m
Backstroke, 5th 400m IM.

Archie Smyth 12yrs: 1st
200m Backstroke, 1st 100m
Backstroke, 1st 50m Free-
style, 5th 200m Freestyle, 7th
200m IM.

Zac Sherar 16yrs: 4th 800
Freestyle, 11th 100m Breast-
stroke, 9th 100m Freestyle,
6th 200m Freestyle, 3rd 400m
Freestyle.

More photos at pisra.com.au/
swimming

6th

10th

ISLAND &8 SAN REMO
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ALEX SCOTT
AND STAFF

Ect. 1886

COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave

5952 2633

49 MANNA GUM DRIVE, COWES

* Centrally located, light & bright open plan living
leading to extensive fully enclosed back deck

* Fully fenced, established gardens overlooking
above ground swimming pool

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/| car

$770,000

4/2 KATE COURT, COWES

* Quiet court location just a short stroll to Cowes
north facing beach and Anderson boat ramp
* Open plan living downstairs with a rumpus and
bedroom upstairs
* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/!| car
$650,000 TO $670,000
6/34-36 DUNSMORE ROAD, COWES

* Situated over 4 split levels, open plan living,
balcony overlooking Cowes Golf Course

* Short stroll to Cowes main street and beach

* 2 bedrooms/| bathroom/| car

$589,000

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade

5678 5408

35 BONWICK AVENUE, SAN REMO

* Refreshed and ready for a new chapter, is this
brick veneer gem with stunning panoramic views
over the bay.

¢ Just a short stroll to stunning beaches and
township.

* 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, double lock up
garage plus carport and workshop, 998m? block.

$880,000-$920,000

6 PINEDALE AVENUE, CAPE WOOLAMAI

» This well-proportioned, single level brick home
is the perfect haven for the next family to enjoy.

* 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 dining areas,
extensive undercover outdoor entertainment
area & double garage.

* Just a 10-minute walk from the family friendly
bay swimming beach and coastal walking tracks.

$890,000

www.alexscott.com.au
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