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Home to the world’s largest little penguin habitat, a new masterplan is being developed for the Summerland Peninsula, with community consultation sessions on July 29 and 31.

What would you like to see at Summerland?

CONSULTATION

Two consultation sessions next
week aim to capture community
sentiment on the future of the
Summerland Peninsula.

Phillip Island Nature Parks is
holding the sessions on Tuesday
July 29 at the Penguin Parade
from 5.30pm, and Thursday
July 31 at North Pier Hotel from
12.30pm, as the first stage in put-
ting together a new masterplan
for the Summerland Peninsula.

Jarvis Weston, the Nature
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Park’s General Manager for In-
frastructure and Planning, said
along with targeted sessions
with key stakeholders, the com-
munity’s input is an important
part of development of the new
plan.

He said the consultation had
deliberately been left open-end-
ed, to get a real feel for what the
community wants.

“We could have given some
parameters and some ideas and
concepts, but then you potential-
ly start to stifle the innovation

and creativity,” Jarvis said.

The consultation does include
a focus on the broader strate-
gic aims of the Nature Parks,
including bigger and better
natural areas, thriving wildlife,
Bunurong  self-determination,
and regenerative tourism.

“At the end of the day, the Na-
ture Parks has its values, which
are its guiding principles, if you
like. And nature conservation is
paramount.”

There are two specific areas
of the masterplan that are cer-

tain to attract community atten-
tion: the future of The Nobbies
and the South Coast Road (see
separate stories).

However, making people
aware of the significance of the
entire peninsula as a wildlife
habitat is another of the key aims
of the masterplan, Jarvis said.

“You can drive onto the pen-
insula now, drive out to the Nob-
bies and back again, and not re-
alise you've driven to the world’s
largest little penguin colony.

“People don’t understand the
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significance of the site, so that is
one of the things we’re looking
to achieve.”

He’s keen to hear the com-
munity’s ideas on the best way
to create “some sense of arrival,
that you are entering a sensitive,
significant place”.
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FUNDRAISER

Congratulation to Jack Mont-
gomery who completed an
incredible feat — running 110kms
around Phillip Island on the
weekend, raising money for Free

3D Hands.

Setting off before dawn, and
battling strong winds, Jack final-
ly made it into Cowes, arriving
at Grenache Wine Bar around
7.30pm to a hero’s welcome from
hundreds of supporters.

In the process, he smashed his
fundraising target, raising over
$24,500 for the local charity - an
outstanding effort.

Next week’s paper will include
an interview with Jack giving us
a full report on the gruelling run.

POLICE
E BRIEES

eBike rider nabbed

Police thanked the commu-
nity for their assistance after
a person rode off from Cowes
police station on July 12, on
what police say was an ille-
gally modified eBike.

The rider allegedly headed
towards Settlement Road.

Thanks to information
provided by the public, police
from Greensborough inter-
viewed a 14-year-old from
Thornbury on July 14, and
ascertained the eBike had
a 3000 watt capacity, well
above the 250 watts legally
permitted. Police said the
bike capacity was closer to a
motorbike and will be treated
as such.

The rider will attend Ko-
rumburra Children’s Court
later this year, charged with
failing to stop on police direc-
tion, unlicenced riding, using
an unregistered and unroad-
worthy motor vehicle and giv-
ing a false address to police.

The rider was also ordered
to present the bike to the ve-
hicle impounded yard within
seven days.

Police said the response
showed how strong commu-
nity opinion was on stopping
this kind of behaviour and
said parents needed to be
aware of the types of bikes
their children are using, and
the condition and any modifi-
cations made to them.

Motorbikes stolen
San Remo police are inves-
tigating the theft of three

motorbikes from Cape Wool-
amai. The bikes were stolen
from the shed of a house,
sometime between July 7
and 19.

Vehicles stolen

Cowes police are investigat-
ing the theft of a burgun-
dy Mercedes wagon from
McLardy Court in Cowes
between July 7 and 8. The
vehicle was later found aban-
doned in Cowes.

On July 15, police said
there was an attempted theft
of a vehicle from Seacrest
Crescent in Cowes. A group
of males approached the ve-
hicle, but left the property
when a porch sensor light
came on. Cowes police are
investigating.

On July 12, around lam,
police said unknown offend-
ers entered a residential ad-
dress on Sanders Road in
Silverleaves and took a set
of keys, then stole a white
Audi wagon. The vehicle was
later abandoned in Diamond
Creek. The Bass Coast Crim-
inal Investigation Unit is in-
vestigating.

Police encourage residents
to lock the doors to their
houses and sheds, to always
lock their cars, and to secure
their keys.

The Crimestoppers Victo-
ria website contains tips and
hints for securing your home.
You can also report a crime
or suspicious activity online
at  www.crimestoppersvic.
com.au or call 1800 333 000.
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The July council meeting was held in Cowes, where councillors debated planning permits for homes in areas that have been flagged as a risk to future occupants from coastal inundation.

“Uninsurable and uninhabitable™
councillors debate sea level rise

PLANNING

Homeowners threatened by sea
level rise should be informed of
the risks, with some Bass Coast
Shire councillors questioning
why any housing development
was being allowed in these areas.

At the July council meeting,
which was held in Cowes at Ber-
ninneit, councillors questioned
planning permit approvals for
Silverleaves, which is a land sub-
ject to inundation overlay (LSIO)
zone, as well as continued ap-
provals for tree removal (see sep-
arate story).

The approved permits in-
cluded for the construction of a
single dwelling at 37 Shearwater
Drive, Silverleaves, which was a
replacement dwelling with no net
increase.

A permit was also approved
for 26 Silverleaves Avenue for an
extension to an existing dwelling
with no net increase in dwellings,
and also at 39 Silverleaves Av-
enue, which was for a permit is-
sued in 2021, before LSIO chang-
es were introduced.

In all cases Melbourne Water

did not object to the proposal sub-
ject to conditions.

In the past year VCAT has
refused two planning permits at
Silverleaves (42 Bruce Road and
32 Silverleaves Avenue) because
of risks to future occupants from
coastal inundation and sea level
rise.

Cr Jon Temby criticised coun-
cil’s “consistent approval” of na-
tive vegetation removal, as well
as approval of buildings in land
subject to inundation overlay
(LSIO) zones.

“If we are approving tree re-
moval we are damaging the en-
vironment and potentially bio-
diversity. If we are approving
buildings in LSIO zones we ap-
pear to be putting people at risk,
of which they may not be aware,”
Cr Temby said.

“The current legislation is very
inadequate because it’s based on
sea levels rises that are going to
be exceeded, there’s no question
of that.

“While we don’t have a le-
gal responsibility to stop people
building in LSIO I feel we have a
moral responsibility.”

Cr Temby called for a method
to inform residents of the impor-
tance of vegetation and those in
LSIO zones of inundation risks,
even if that risk was outlined in
their section 32 at sale.

“Their house may be uninsur-
able as of now but may be unin-
habitable in the foreseeable fu-
ture as well.

“I think we need to inform
people of that.

“We need to advocate to
make sure we have control over
these sorts of things. Almost ev-
ery meeting we'’re saying yes to
things that shouldn’t occur.”

Frustrating

Cr Mat Morgan said “over-
whelmingly” he agreed with his
colleagues saying it was frus-
trating to go through planning
applications one by one “which
we have substantial issues with”
but those issues don’t apply to
the planning scheme “so our
hand is forced”.

“We know the State Govern-
ment is dramatically underesti-
mating the amount of sea level
rise in the coming decades and

to be allowing people to develop
when those houses will be unin-
surable and under water within
our lifetimes is disgraceful,” he
said, adding the government
needed to update sea level rise
for planning.

Both Crs Tim O’Brien (see
separate story) and Jan Thomp-
son agreed council should advo-
cate to protect the environment.

A council spokesperson said
every application was assessed
on its own merits, with input
from relevant authorities such
as Melbourne Water.

“Council encourages pro-
spective purchasers or anyone
looking to develop land in areas
covered by a Land Subject to In-
undation Overlay (LSIO) to con-
tact both council and Melbourne
Water early for preliminary ad-
vice,” they said.

“Every site and proposal is
different, and requirements can
vary depending on the context
of the land and what’s being pro-
posed.”

A Melbourne Water spokes-
person told the Advertiser their
assessment of development ap-

plications in flood-prone ar-
eas, including Silverleaves, re-
mained unchanged.

“We apply the state’s Guide-
lines for Development in Flood
Affected Areas to every pro-
posal, ensuring consistency and
transparency in our decision-
making,” the spokesperson said.

“Each application, whether
it is for replacement dwellings
or extensions is evaluated on
its individual merits under the
established guidelines, with
core considerations being, the
site’s designated flood level; the
size and footprint of the pro-
posed extension together with
the existing finished-floor level
relative to the applicable flood
benchmark.”

Asreported in last week’s Ad-
vertiser, councillors this month
endorsed the Distinctive Areas
and Landscapes (DAL), which
states existing structures and
assets should be “decommis-
sioned or relocated” away from
areas that are or will be harmed
by natural hazards”, supporting
retreat in the face of sea level
rise.

So what are the rules on sea level rise?

PLANNING

“We know the State Government
is dramatically underestimating
the amount of sea level rise in the
coming decades and to be allow-
ing people to develop when those
houses will be uninsurable and
under water within our lifetimes
is disgraceful.”

That’s what Bass Coast Shire
councillor Mat Morgan told the
July council meeting last week,
with fellow Cr Jon Temby agree-
ing “the current legislation is very
inadequate because it’s based on
sea levels rises that are going to
be exceeded, there’s no question
of that”.

So what exactly are the cur-
rent levels and why are they “in-
adequate”? And, furthermore,
what’s the plan to change them?

A coastal hazard assessment
for Western Port was released
by the government in 2015, re-
quiring planning for a sea level
rise of not less than 0.8 metres by
2100, which was adopted as the
benchmark for planning permits
in 2023.

Last year the State Govern-

ment released the Port Phillip
Bay Coastal Hazard Assessment,
which stated the effect of higher
sea levels and storm surge would
result in a tenfold increase in in-
undation under a sea level rise
scenario of 1.4 metres by 2100.

The release of the Port Phil-
lip report saw speculation the
government would increase its
planning benchmark for sea level
rise to at least 1.2 metres, pos-
sibly 1.4 metres, in line with the
2019 Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change projection.

A Melbourne Water spokes-
person this month told the Ad-
vertiser they were updating the
Western Port Bay Coastal Haz-
ard Assessment (WPBCHA) “to
provide accurate and fit for pur-
pose flood information for areas
affected by coastal inundation
and sea level rise, this includes
the Rhyll Inlet area”.

The WPBCHA models a range
of sea level rise benchmarks, sim-
ilar to the Port Phillip assessment.

“The update is undergoing
peer review and will be final-
ised by the end of the year,” the
spokesperson said.

Already risen

Satellite monitoring over the past
three decades shows sea levels
are rising and accelerating, with
the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change’s (IPCC) sixth
report, in 2021, finding a global
mean sea level rise per year of
3.2mm from 1993 to 2015, and
3.6mm from 2006 to 2015.

NASA analysis found a fast-
er than expected rise last year,
expecting 4.3mm but instead
recording  5.9mm, because
2024 was the hottest year on
record.

According to CSIRO, for ev-
ery 10cm of sea level rise, there
will be three times more extreme
flooding events, depending on lo-
cation, especially in hotspots.

The Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change’s projections
for sea level rise vary depend-
ing on location and whether the
world meets Paris Agreement
emissions targets.

Even if global warming is
limited to 1.5 degrees above pre-
industrial levels, the IPCC is pre-
dicting global sea level rises of
0.15-0.23 metres by 2050.

This picture was taken at Silverleaves before increasing eraosion led to the con-
struction of the new rock wall between Rose Avenue and Coghlan Road.
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Bass Coast Shire Council has undertaken maintenance work on the Cowes oval, which was showing

signs of wear and tear.

Oval receives some TLC

INFRASTRUCTURE

As the football finals season approaches,
there’s been some TLC for the Cowes
oval, which was showing real signs of
wear and tear.

Turf restoration work over summer
saw the oval in pristine condition in Feb-
ruary, but attacks by hungry flocks of
corellas, dry conditions over autumn, a
heavy playing and training schedule for
Phillip Island Football Club’s hundreds of
players, and now wet winter conditions,
meant the ground was again muddy and
patchy.

Bass Coast Shire Council said its out-
door team has been working to repair the
ground.

“Council has carried out a range of
works last week at the Cowes Recreation
Reserve to help the oval recover and stay
safe for play, including overseeding, roll-
ing, repairs to the synthetic runoff and
coaches box areas, and laying fresh turf,”
a council spokesperson said.

“Verti-draining is scheduled this week
to improve water movement through the
surface and promote healthy growth.
Encouragingly, the drainage installed
as part of last year’s upgrade is working
well, with the ground already drying out
since the weekend.

“We’ll continue monitoring the weath-
er and ground conditions closely and
work with the club on any further chang-
es if needed.

“The veteran’s team has finished for
the season and the senior teams are on a
bye this week and playing away until Au-
gust 9, which will give the surface more
time to recover,” the spokesperson said.

“If poor weather continues, we’ll keep
working collaboratively with the club and
leagues to protect the oval while keeping
as much football at home as possible.”

The council said the work already

done meant the ground looked good for
last weekend’s junior football, with a
scheduled maintenance planned for after
the football season, to prepare for sum-
mer cricket.

Back in 2023, the council undertook
a $300,000 turf renovation on the oval,
which saw the football club locked out of
the ground for the entire summer.

Despite the upgrade, the oval was se-
verely degraded by the end of the 2024
football seasonwith further upgrades (at
a similar cost as the previous year) done
over the 2024/25 summer break. The foot-
ball and cricket club were again unable to
use the grounds during this time

New grounds needed

The state of the current oval highlights
the need for additional ovals for the Phil-
lip Island Football Netball Club (PIFNC),
which is the largest club in Gippsland,
and bursting at the seams.

The club continues to lobby council
saying there is a desperate need for a
second oval and improved facilities, and
spending large amounts of ratepayer
money each year is not sustainable.

In a budget submission last month,
PIFNC successfully called for more mon-
ey to be allocated to the promised new
recreation reserve in Cowes, with the al-
location rising from $250,000 to $440,000.

In the submission PIFNC secretary
Glenn Plymin told councillors the club
had been hit with a “double whammy”,
with a failure to progress the new re-
serve, in addition to dilapidated change
rooms.

“Not only do we not have new grounds
and facilities to use, which have been
promised for four decades, but we also
have rundown existing rooms, including
holes in floors and no dedicated female
changerooms, that the council will not
invest in as the new reserve is ‘coming’.”
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Tree loss snowballing

PLANNING

A Bass Coast Shire coun-
cillor has apologised for
approving continual plan-
ning permits for tree re-
moval, saying they were
powerless to stop the de-
struction.

At the July council
meeting, which was held
in Cowes at Berninneit,
councillors questioned the
constant and blanket per-
mit approvals for cutting
down trees.

According to the coun-
cil’s planning permit appli-
cation tracker, there have
been 43 permits issued for
tree removal by landown-
ers across the shire in the
2024/25 financial year,
each for differing amounts
of trees, from as little as
one to more than 10.

Cr Tim O’Brien said
he was “really bothered”
by the amount of tree re-
moval — and the parallel
destruction of neighbour-
hood character — but he
was surprised “how little
power” council had to im-
pact removal.

“We are helpless under
planning laws, so we ap-
prove tree removal plan-
ning permits with an apol-
ogy,” said the Island Ward
councillor

He said the best mea-
sure would be to ask what
a “sensible person would
do”.

“Would a sensible per-
son approve ... removal of
vegetation so we look like
a densely populated area
of Melbourne?

At its lowest point, native vegetation on Phillip Island was esti-
mated to be just seven per cent coverage in 1997, based on aerial

maps. Photo: Google Earth.

“A sensible person
wouldn’t (allow this).”

Cr O’Brien said coun-
cillors should advocate to
the State Government for
power to be returned to
council to stop vegetation
removal.

His comments were
supported by fellow coun-
cillors including Crs

Mat Morgan, Jon Temby
and Jan Thompson who
agreed council should ad-
vocate to protect the envi-
ronment.

In 2022, a council Bio-
diversity Biolinks report
found Phillip Island was
stripped of 93 per cent of
its trees and plants at the
peak of destruction.

However, over the
past decade tree plant-
ing by farmers and com-
munity groups had seen
that worst-case figure im-
prove, with the island now
covered by 20 per cent of
vegetation.

The council’s urban for-

est strategy has a target of
40 per cent canopy in ur-
ban towns by 2040, with
Cowes currently at about
30 per cent, with about
10,000 street trees and po-
tential for 2000 more.

San Remo has few pub-
lic trees, with just 445, and
potential to plant more
than 1000.

The strategy states no
neighbourhood should fall
below 25 per cent canopy
coverage, when health
and community benefit
decline, with the council
committing to plant 1500
trees annually, an increase
of 1200 trees compared to
the current program.

Also in recent years
the council announced a
crackdown on illegal fore-
shore vegetation destruc-
tion, including -carrying
out proactive surveillance
or monitoring of “hot
spots” to gather informa-
tion which may support
enforcement activities.

Ray White Group chief economist Nerida Conisbee’s had the island as her hot tip as “the next Byron’,
citing the success of The Block and the fact that the Hemsworth family owns property on Phillip

Island. Photo: Michelle Diggins.

Are we turning into
.. again?

Byron

REAL ESTATE

Real estate agents are ask-
ing “is Phillip Island the
next Byron Bay”, saying
the association with the
Hemsworth family could
help make the island a
“celebrity studded coastal
paradise”.

Ray White Group chief
economist Nerida Conis-
bee recently shared the
island was her hot tip as
“the next Byron”. If this is
sounding familiar, that’s
because it is.

During Covid, Ms
Conisbee zoned in on
Cape Woolamai, saying

the “popular surf beach

and nice main street”
could make it the next
coastal hotspot.

That attempt in 2021 to
brand it as “the new By-
ron” elicited an amused
and bemused response
from locals.

“Nope, wrong weath-
er,” said one, while oth-
ers pointed out Woolamai
Beach’s reputation for dan-
gerous rips and wild surf.

“Hopefully not,” said
another. “The last thing
we need is a bunch of pre-
tentious wankers taking
over.”

Now, Ms Conisbee has
upped the ante, citing the
success of The Block and

the fact that the Hems-
worth family owns prop-
erty on Phillip Island giv-
ing it the advantage on
other coastal areas.

She also advised those
keen to secure a coastal
property to look in winter,
as there was less compe-
tition, with buyers more
likely to secure a bargain.

And despite the star
power of the Hemsworth
name, Ms Conisbee said
prices on Phillip Island
were generally still under
$800,000. So, it’s not just
the weather that is differ-
ent to Byron, where the
typical house costs around
$2.2 million.



How to reduce
your power bill

ENERGY

Concerned about the cost of your
electricity bill?

Ever wondered how it is calculat-
ed or how it can be reduced?

Then Totally Renewable Phillip
Island’s (TRPI) monthly community
meeting may be able to help.

The free meeting will be held on
July 26, 10am-2pm, at the Cowes
RSL Anzac Room.

According to TRPI's Garry
Busowsky, many households are
unaware of their electricity tariff
and the meeting, titled “Cost of liv-
ing: find the best electricity plan for
Phillip Island”, will simplify the pro-
cess.

“Our goal is to explain the design
of electricity plans and key informa-
tion about how to decide which plan
is best for you,” Garry said.

TRPI will present two local case
studies comparing people’s existing
electricity plans.

Please register your attendance
at: events.humanitix.com/find-the-
best-electricity-plan-for-phillip-
island

TRPI is a community “non-prof-
it, non-commercial, non-political,”
group promoting the transition to
renewable energy, and was part of
the rollout of nine community bat-
teries installed across Phillip Island.

Last month’s meeting discussed
how homes could become energy in-
dependent and save money, with lo-
cal solar providers Sunscape Solar
answering householder questions.

totallyrenewablephillipisland.
weebly.com/
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Price tag for new Vietnam vets' museum skyrockets

COMMUNITY

The proposed new National Vietnam Vet-
erans Museum (NVVM) has had a cost
blowout, with the project now forecast to
cost $80 million.

In 2020 the new build was set to cost $37
million, which was later rounded up to $50
million, but NVVM board member Phil
Dressing said following a revised quanti-
ty surveyor’s report at the end of last year,
the new price tag was much higher.

“The longer you leave it the more expen-
sive it gets, on the back of inflation, Covid,
supply chain issues, and wages,” Phil said.

“There’s not only a financial impetus to
get it underway, but also an emotional im-
petus, with Vietnam veterans ageing and
passing away.

“There has been a degree of frustration
with the process.”

Last year the Victorian Planning Minis-
ter approved the new NVVM.

The new museum was initially ap-
proved by Bass Coast Shire councillors in
2022, but after two objectors fought it at
VCAT, the permit was refused in 2023.

The ministerially-approved permit res-
urrected the museum at 24 Churchill Road,
which is similar to the original permit and
incorporated a number of tweaks that take
on VCAT'’s concerns.

Phil said in the past month counicl
planners had officially endorsed building
plans, which means they could now prog-
ress to stage one.

He said the NVVM board had also re-
cently put out to tender construction for
the road from the Cape Woolamai round-
about, after Department of Planning and
Transport approval, which is the first step
in development.

Once a contractor is employed, construc-
tion of the roughly 50 metre road should
start later in the year, funded from the re-
maining $1.5 million federal grant funding.

Phil said while last year they hired a
professional funding organisation, DGB

In 2020 the new National Vietnam Veterans Museumn at 24 Churchill Road was set to cost $37 million.

A revised quote now puts it at $80 million.

Global, to help boost the coffers, so far
their funding position had not changed,
with $16 million in State and Federal Gov-
ernment grants already promised to the
project.

Late last year NVVM board representa-
tives visited Canberra to present a revised
business case to Minister for Veterans’ Af-
fairs Matt Keogh, requesting $40 million
in government funding,.

“Our request was for $25 million in year
one and $15 million in year two, which
would enable us to embark on stage one,”
Phil said.

“The response we received was posi-
tive. But we are not oblivious to the politi-
cal environment.”

USA

Phil said in August two board members —
the museum founder John Methven and
Vietnam Veterans Association of Austra-
lia (Victoria) president Bob Elworthy — will
visit the USA to seek funds.

“They will attend the Vietnam Veter-
ans of America annual convention in New

Orleans, August 5 to 9, to network in the
veteran movement and focus on high net
worth individuals with links to the Viet-
nam conflict.

“Given Trump’s executive order to re-
duce funding to their equivalent of the vet-
erans affairs department, it’s unlikely their
government will give us any funding.”

Phil acknowledged there was frustra-
tion at the slow pace of progress but they
were “still highly optimistic”.

“Things are moving forward but not as
fast as we'd like.

“The contingencies going through the
roof has not lessened our resolve. If any-
thing it has increased.

“At this stage we are positive we will get
funding from government, the USA and
philanthropic individuals in Australia.”

As previously reported, it is expected to
take up to three years for the completion of
stage one construction.

Once the new building is open, the
current site will transition into offices, a
conservation centre and storage for the
Churchill Road collection.

Public Notice

Consultation for Review of the Bass Gas Offshore Operations EP
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The revised EP includes the operation of the
offshore wells, Yolla Platform and pipeline
in the Bass Strait in commonwealth and
state waters, and the ongoing maintenance
and inspections to ensure safe ongoing field
operations.

Beach Energy (Beach) supplies natural
gas from offshore Victoria to the local
market through existing infrastructure.
In accordance with regulatory
requirements, Beach has commenced
planning and consulting for the 5-year
review of the Bass Gas Offshore
Operations Environment Plan (EP) to
cover ongoing production operations.

Bass Gas Offshore Operations

Community information sessions

Beach is committed to working with local
communities, ensuring people are informed
about our projects and can provide feedback.
Stakeholder consultation is an important
part of our planning as it helps identify

local concerns and ensures management of
potential impacts.

Bass Gas Operations produces natural gas
and condensate from the Yolla gas field in the
Bass Strait. The gas field is serviced by the
Yolla-A Offshore Platform (Yolla Platform),
and an approximately 147 km subsea pipeline
that transports the gas and liquids from the
platform to the Victorian mainland near
Kilcunda. Commercial production of gas from
the Yolla field started in June 2006 and may
extend to 2030.

Consultation on the revised Bass Gas
Offshore Operations EP is open from Monday
14 July 2025 until close of business Friday

10 October 2025.

For information regarding consultation, please see NOSPEMA's
Brochure titled ‘Consultation on offshore petroleum environment
plans’, at consultation.nopsema.gov.au.

Consultation dates and information

engage.beachenergy.com.au
Engage Beach, includes information in different formats including maps; diagrams;
photos; questions and answers; detailed information sheets.

Online consultation hub

For further project information scan the QR code
or visit engage.beach.com.au.

Wonthaggi RSL, 60 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Tuesday 19 August, TTam to 3pm (AEST) (Dedicated First Nations session)
Tuesday 19 August, 6pm to 8pm (AEST) (Open session)

Wednesday 20 August, 11am to 3pm (AEST) (Open session)

Wednesday 20 August, 6pm to 8pm (AEST) (Dedicated First Nations session)

In-person community information
sessions (registration not .
required) We welcome your questions, please contact:

P 1800 797 O
E community@beachenergy.com.au

Online information sessions
(webinars) Please email
community@beachenergy.com.
au to register your interest in
attending a webinar.

Tuesday 9 September, 2.15pm to 3pm (AEST) (Open session)

Tuesday 9 September, 7pm to 7.45pm (AEST) (Dedicated First Nations session)
Wednesday 10 September, 2.15pm to 3pm (AEST) (Dedicated First Nations session)
Wednesday 10 September, 7pm to 7.45pm (AEST) (Open session)

READ MORE

beachenergy.com.au

yvseLsodr
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Airport land seeking new development

SPORTING FACILITIES

The Phillip Island airport
land is being flagged as a
site for a private pool and
recreation ground.

There is little detail of
the proposal available, in
the “pre-embryonic” stage,
with no feasibility study,
business case, or formal
plans submitted to council
or the public.

In 2017 the airport land-
owner offered to build a
community hospital in re-
turn for planning permis-
sion to subdivide the land
for housing.

That hospital proposal
had little detail available
and did not progress in the
face of council scrutiny.

Since that time this
year’s State Government’s
Distinctive Areas and
Landscapes (DAL) deci-
sion in May has further
restricted development on
the land.

The landowner had lob-
bied for housing subdivi-
sion during the DAL but
the 47-hectare site — which
continues to be listed for
sale as “residential” - is
zoned farming and will
not now be rezoned to al-
low housing development.

However, Derek Harbi-
son, who describes himself
as the project manager, is
motivated for a recreation
area to progress.

Derek, who has been
a local secondary school
teacher, and involved in re-
tail, now runs a heat pump

The Phillip Island airport land is being flagged as a site for a
private pool and recreation ground, however there is little detail

of the proposal available, with no feasibility study, business case,

or formal plans submitted to council or the public.

company and is proposing
to use his technology in a
proposed 50 metre warm
water pool on the airport
land.

He said he was working
with the owner of the land
to develop the proposal,
which would see a “con-
cessional lease” model,
with other potential busi-
nesses on the site includ-
ing accommodation and
sports grounds.

“The development will
be privately funded with
no public funds involved or
required,” Derek said.

Phillip Island Aquatic
Centre Fund (PIACF)
secretary Peter McMa-
hon said the project was
“pre-embryonic”, adding
it sounded “strange but
worth a shot” and PIACF
was supporting it.

“The current thinking
is to develop a self-func-
tioning recreation facility
capable of securing power

for the local network, as
well as the entire site,” Pe-
ter said.

“If it is possible, the idea
is the land could be offered
for a set figure and shared
between the current own-
er and parties that take up
residency, still to be con-
firmed.

“The consortium to be
established is to fund the
venture.

“If we don’t try some-
thing we will never see a
centre constructed on the
island.”

Sports hub

Bass Coast Shire council-
lors in 2023 adopted the
Phillip Island Recreation
Reserve Master Plan,
which includes a future
sporting grounds and a

community pool.
Peter said “when the
time is right”, PIACF

would ask the community
to get behind the airport

proposal, “but not yet until
plans proceed”.

“Our numbers are cur-
rently small, as the com-
munity is very apathetic
and don’t want to renew
their ~membership,” he
said.

“This idea has come
about mainly because for
34-plus years our council
has refused to work with
our group.

“Our idea is not to tor-
pedo the shire’s plan. We
believe there is no way
either government can af-
ford it the way it is being
presented.

“The airport site is an
alternative, with the prom-
ise of co-operation from
many, other than govern-
ment to make the aquatic
centre a reality.

“There is a lot of work
that needs to be done be-
fore we unleash too much
information, other than
it is being investigated by
all parties to how it can be
achieved,” Peter said.

PIACF president Don
Turner told a council bud-
get submissions hearing
in June the long-awaited
pool was “ignored” in the
budget.

He told councillors
aquatics had previously
been a council priority in
both the advocacy strat-
egy and the financial plan,
which reflected commu-
nity priorities.

But aquatics was now
missing from all these
policies.

OUT 45868896, 02/07/2025

Community Bank
San Remo District

Branch open 9.30am to 5pm.

B Bendigo Bank

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879

New San Remo
Branch now open!

Come celebrate our new branch
location! Pop in and have a sticky-
beak at our new premises at

57 Phillip Island Rd, San Remo
(cnr San Remo Parade).

Call us on 5678 5833 with any queries.
Parking at rear of branch.

oyooLsodr

New visitor
guide to

be released

TOURISM

First came the Phillip
Island Walking Guide.

Then cycling was
added.

Now Jeff Floyd is pub-
lishing his third fundrais-
ing guidebook, this time
adding in the “best of”
with cafes, restaurants,
dog-friendly places, tour-
ist attractions, wellness,
wineries, farm shops,
clubs, pubs, “every-
thing to do for the island
visitor”.

Jeff said the first two
guides - Phillip Island
Walking Guide and Phil-
lip Island Walking &
Cycling Guide - sold out
quickly, with all proceeds
going to the Phillip Island
Community and Learn-
ing Centre (PICAL).

All proceeds from this
new guide - set to be pub-
lished in September — will
go to Growing Cambo-
dia, the local charity that
supports the education of
more than 1000 Cambo-
dian children.

To help fund the guide,
Jeff said he was calling

Jeff Floyd is publishing his
third fundraising guidebook in
September, with all proceeds
going to Growing Cambodia,
the local charity supporting
the education of more than
1000 Cambodian children.

for advertisers who can
help cover printing costs.
Jeff knows the island
intimately, having been
on the Nature Parks
board for seven years —
as well as chair for four
years, and past president
of PICAL for two years.

YV£00£001
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Farmers of ™

Mental Health

GlppSland 1800 595 212
)

Help Is Available

If you're feeling overwhelmed, need support for your mental health,
or are concerned about someone you care about

— help is just a phone call away.

You can access a range of free, local support services, including:
« Counselling and psychological support

« Alcohol and other drug carer support

« Suicide bereavement counselling

« Mental health nursing
Take the first step. Call the Medicare é
Mental Health phone service today.

You'll speak with trained mental health -
professionals and peer support workers who will ° Q
take the time to listen and connect you with the -
right support for your needs and goals — here in

Gippsland. -
Call 1800 595 212 A\
between 8:30 am and 5:00 pm weekdays \ |

N\

(excluding public holidays) Vs - v

Free. Confidential. No appointment or referral needed.
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With the Nobbies Centre currently closed indefinitely due to structural issues, the Nature Parks is open to all options for
the building, saying the hero of the site was “the views and the boardwalks, the seals and the natural environment”.

Masterplan consultation: The Nobbies

CONSULTATION

Phillip Island Nature Park’s Jar-
vis Weston sees the new Sum-
merland masterplan as a “once
in a generation” opportunity to
address the future of the Nob-
bies, acknowledging the current
building had a checkered past
(see separate story).

He said when the building
was constructed in the 1990s
(originally as the Seal Rocks
Sea Life Centre), the State Gov-
ernment overrode strong com-
munity opposition to the private
consortium project, which erod-
ed trust in government.

“Now is the opportunity to
reverse that, and go out to the
community and say, what do
you want for this place?”

With the Nobbies Centre cur-
rently closed indefinitely due to
structural issues, he said the Na-

ture Parks was open to any and
all options for the site, including
reconfiguring, repurposing or
even demolishing the current
centre.

“That building is only 30
years old and it’s falling down,”
he said noting it would take at
least $5 million for repairs and
maintenance of the current
building, or almost twice that for
a major overhaul.

“We’ve done the financial
analysis, we've tried different
attractions in there throughout
the years, and it’s never worked
as an attraction per se.

“Really, the hero of the site is
the views and the boardwalks,
the seals and the natural envi-
ronment.”

Describing the current cen-
tre as unsuitable for the harsh
coastal environment of its lo-
cation, he believes the master-

plan is a great opportunity for
the community and the Nature
Parks to “put forward what we
want for the site and start to
work towards it”.

Considerations could include
whether any part of the existing
building could be repurposed, if
the existing foundations could be
reuse, or if it would be better envi-
ronmentally to move any building
back from the clifftop and leave
the landscape to be the hero.

When giving feedback, he
stressed people didn’t need to
limit themselves to thinking
about how the existing building
could be used, saying “it is all on
the table”.

However environmental con-
siderations were paramount.

“It’s probably stating the ob-
vious to say whatever we do
needs to fit in with the natural
landscape.”

Masterplan consultation: South Coast Road

CONSULTATION

A key aspect for the future mas-
terplan is the complex issue of
vehicle access to the peninsula,
which is certain to attract feed-
back on the future of the South
Coast Road.

Closure of the road had been
mooted as far back as 1985, and
always fiercely opposed by the
island community.

Previous attempts to close the
road included a 1997 planning
application for the Seal Rocks
Sea Life Centre (a petition oppos-
ing the closure gathered 12,820
signatures); the 2000-2005 Na-
ture Parks management plan
and; in 2010 at the conclusion of
the Summerland buy-back.

In 2016, as part of the Sum-
merland Peninsula Trails Mas-
ter Plan, a partial closure was
proposed, with the road diverted
at Solent Avenue, and the re-
maining 700 metres to be walk-
ing access only.

Again, Jarvis stressed the Na-
ture Parks was not approaching
the issue with any preconceived
ideas — “we’re open to different
ways of doing it”, and stated clo-
sure of the road wasn’t on the
current priority list.

However management of
traffic in the area is.

“One of the fundamental is-
sues is how we move people
around,” said Jarvis

“One of (the key concerns)
is the vehicle circulation and

A key aspect for the future masterplan is the complex issue of vehicle access to the
peninsula, and the future of the South Coast Road. Photo courtesy of Google Maps.

usage of the peninsula, where
we've still got people driving
around everywhere, and at peak
times, it just overflows.

“People park all over the road
and traipse over penguin habitat.”

He said controlling traffic
movement around the entire
peninsula, to protect the wild-
life, was a massive challenge,
and closing down the roads
wasn’t an option.

“If it was just a tourism desti-
nation, you could probably look
at that, and have shuttle buses.

“But the community use it a
lot. They use the surf beaches,
it’s a really popular area for the
local community too, so that
adds a layer of complexity.”

“The community is proud of
the peninsula and going forward,
if it’s something they helped de-
sign, they’ll look after it.”

He said any suggestions for
the South Coast Road needed
to consider its proximity to pen-
guin and other wildlife habitats,
and its location near the clifftop
with the potential for landslips
in places.

He said environmental sen-
sitivities also impacted the road
maintenance, meaning normal
road drainage can’t be installed,
“so that in itself causes issues”.

Suggestions on ways to bal-
ance walking or cycling tracks
with vehicle access would be
welcomed, as rising costs meant
options like the boardwalks
and pathways proposed in pre-
vious plans were now “beyond
the realms of being able to be
funded”.

“We need something afford-
able, something that suits every-
one.”

Two consultation sessions next week aim to capture community sentiment on
the future of the Summerland Peninsula, including vehicle access and the future
of the Nobbies Centre. Photo courtesy of Google Earth.

What would you like
to see at Summerland?

From page 1

“There’s so many layers to
this peninsula.

“It is so sensitive in terms of en-
vironmental values, but also ab-
original cultural heritage values.”

The area’s deep history also
includes the European history
from the first settlers, through to
the story of the buyback scheme
—one of the only of its kind in the
world.

And rather than simply be-
ing the location of the Penguin
Parade, Jarvis hopes the new
masterplan will help people see
the Summerland peninsula as a
potential destination.

“So you can pull up here (at
the Penguin Parade) and poten-
tially walk to Swan Lake, or to
Shelly Beach, or walk along the
South Coast Road, or go out to
the Nobbies and explore.”

New plan

Jarvis stressed this will be a
new masterplan, not a rewrite or
refresh of the plan from 2012.

While in some respects the
previous plan had delivered
some major successes, including
the new Penguin Parade centre
and upgrades to the viewing
areas and boardwalks, in other
ways “it hasn’t achieved its pur-
pose,” Jarvis said.

A key aim of the new master-
plan would be to see the upgrade
of the Penguin Parade complet-
ed, and to set a future direction
for The Nobbies.

Working on the masterplan
is JCB - the architectural firm
behind Berninneit and TCL,
landscape architects who re-
cently delivered the upgraded

Werribee Open Range Zoo and
the Point Nepean National Park
Project.

Running the engagement
process is the Tourism Collec-
tive, who worked with Destina-
tion Phillip Island for last year’s
management plan, giving them
a good idea of the issues of the
island.

Jarvis said the plan will need
to be affordable and realistic,
working around the sensitivities
of the site.

“We've got to try and work
with what we’ve got, to a de-
gree and work with the footprint
we've got.

“We want to be as open and
authentic as possible, and we
need people to have some buy-in.”

After the initial consultation,
a draft masterplan will be put
together, and then presented to
the community for further feed-
back, hopefully around October,
with the masterplan finalised by
the end of the year.

Anyone who can’t attend the
sessions for this round of con-
sultation, can also fill in an on-
line survey at www.penguins.
org.au, or email thoughts and
ideas to community@penguins.
org.au

Consultation dates:

Tuesday July 29, 5.30pm - 7pm
at the Penguin Parade Visitor
Centre.

Thursday July 31, 12.30pm -
1.30pm at North Pier Hotel (up-
stairs function room)

www.penguins.org.au/about/
our-community/projects-and-
maintenance/planning-our-
future

Summerland plan:
community concerns

Feedback on community
views for the Summerland
Peninsula has already started,
with submissions to the Na-
ture Parks, and comments on
social media.

Some expressed concerns
about wildlife protection, with
one post saying while the gov-
ernment seemed focused on
“maximising tourism”, they
hoped the fundamental aim of
the Nature Parks wouldn’t be
forgotten.

Others called for the use of
shuttle buses, so the wildlife
“don’t have to deal with thou-

sands of cars”.

“Time to close the South
Coast Road to cars and pro-
mote it as a cycle route,” one
resident suggested, while oth-
ers vehemently rejected the
suggestion.

“This gravel road is not
only iconic to Phillip Island
... it offers rare, uninterrupted
views of Bass Strait,” one sub-
mission stated, saying with
“smart, well-managed plan-
ning” the road could remain
open without compromising
the environment or visitor
safety.
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South Gippsland Legacy's Krishna Methven was presented with her 25-year cer-
tificate at the July group meeting by President Alex Moon.

Special presentation
for Krishna

LEGACY

San Remo’s Krishna Methven
was presented with her 25-year
certificate at the July meeting of
South Gippsland Legacy.

It was fitting that in the photo
of the presentation, by President
Alex Moon, is the Legacy lec-
tern which shares a history with
Krishna.

The lectern was presented to
the South Gippsland group on
the night Legatee Krish was in-
ducted by then group president
Legatee Perry Neill.

A skilled woodcrafter, he cre-
ated the lectern himself to mark
the 50th anniversary of South
Gippsland Legacy, founded in
Korumburra.

The shield depicts the Legacy
logo and a wreath made of scales
from the Lone Pine tree in Cole-
man Park, planted by Legatees.

As Legatee Perry explains,
the wreath circle is incomplete
as Legacy’s work is ongoing.

Unfortunately, he was unable
to attend Legatee Krish’s 25-year
presentation, but sent his con-
gratulations and best wishes.

Council proposal undermines
“democratic right”

COUNCIL

About 200 people signed a peti-
tion fighting Bass Coast Shire
Council’s proposed changes to
public question time, alongside a
range of community submissions.

The Council’s draft gover-
nance rules 2025, which closed
for community feedback last
week, proposed question time
should be for a maximum of 30
minutes unless extended by a
council resolution and if a person
is not present at question time,
the question will not be read out
or included in the minutes.

An online petition, “Stop Bass
Coast Shire Council from unfair-
ly changing the rules of public
question time”, gained support,
while submissions were also
lodged with council.

Resident Kevin Griffin lodged
a submission stating if a person
was unable to be at a meeting to
ask a question, they should be
able to nominate a proxy.

“The new rule will exclude the
greater majority of Bass Coast
community members from partici-
pating in public question time dur-
ing council meetings,” Kevin said.

He also called for question
time to be a maximum of 60 min-
utes, “a reasonable balance of
time which recognises the impor-
tance of question time and does
not unnecessarily delay other
business”.

“The governance rules is a
critical document which can be
used to enhance transparency,

accountability, and public en-
gagement, or it can be misused to
erode (these),” Kevin said.

His submission states question
time is a “democratic safeguard”
and “since 2016 successive Bass
Coast Shire Councils have imposed
tighter restrictions on this right”.

“In many ways public question
time can be the most important
aspect of open democracy.

“But your council’s proposed
changes will largely remove public
questions from council meetings.”

There were a range of pub-
lic questions at the July council
meeting on the governance rules,
with several questions highlight-
ing the difficulties for all resi-
dents to attend a regional council,
given the “distance to travel”.

The final governance rules are
expected to go to the August coun-
cil meeting, but Mayor Rochelle
Halstead at last week’s council
meeting said they may be delayed,
“depending on what council wants
to do” from feedback.

Cr Ronnie Bauer raised con-
cerns about current governance
rules at the July meeting after
he and Cr Brett Tessari — who
were both online - could only be
viewed by Cr Halstead and not
fellow councillors.

“The rules state councillors
and must seen and heard. The
meeting should be run correctly
or not at all,” Cr Bauer said.

“If the mayor alone can see
you there could be undue influ-
ence on their chair. Councillors
all need to be seen and heard.”
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A crowd of 500 angry protestors confronted then-State Planning Minister Ron Maclellan when he inspected the Nobbies site in 1997.

The Nobbies: a checkered history

SUMMERLAND

In August 1996, the proposal for
a two-stage ecotourism devel-
opment at Point Grant was an-
nounced by then Premier Jeff
Kennett. Stage 1 included a Sea
Life and Seal Discovery Centre
with cafes, dining facilities and
an indoor boat trip. Stage 2 in-
volved a 1.5km tunnel leading
to a tower for seal viewing both
above and below sea level.

Under the plan, vehicle access
on both the south coast and into
the Summerland Peninsula be-
yond Shelly Beach was banned.
Allvehicles were required to park
at the Penguin Parade, with pas-
sengers boarding shuttle buses to
Point Grant.

Point Grant was the most visit-
ed attraction on Phillip Island (1.5
million visitors annually) valued
for its magnificent natural beauty
and rugged coastal views.

From the outset, the proposal
was mired in controversy.

There was no community con-
sultation prior to the bombshell an-
nouncement, nor an Environment
Effects Study (ESS) undertaken.

While the tourism benefits
such a development would bring
were welcomed by some, the
plans were strongly opposed by
a large section of the community,
on the basis that a tall and obtru-
sive building, taking up a large
part of the cliff frontage, would
obliterate the natural views and
experience that visitors came for.

Objections included Crown
Land and control of public roads
being handed to a private devel-
oper, and that a unique natural
and world class attraction was
being treated as nothing more
than an exploitable and profit
driven commodity.

Two public protest meetings
were called in Cowes in the space
of three weeks by the Phillip Is-
land Conservation Society. Both
were attended by hundreds of an-
gry residents. From these gather-
ings, The Nobbies Action Group
(NAG) was formed. It became
a community-based movement
backed by a large number of resi-
dents, and formally led the fight
against the proposal.

A petition circulated by NAG
objecting to the plans gathered
over 12,000 signatures in the
space of three months.

One hundred and fifteen sub-
missions were lodged (the high-
est number recorded by the Bass
Coast Shire on any issue) with
109 against and just six in sup-
port of the application.

The saga coincided with a
period during which three (un-
elected) Bass Coast Shire com-
missioners were appointed by
the Kennett following council
amalgamations, replacing elect-
ed councillors. The commission-
ers gave notice of their approval
of the development plans, ignor-

The aftermath of the 2002 waterspout hitting the Nobbies Centre, a building
mired in controversy since it was first announced in 1996.

ing all community concerns pre-
sented.

Their decision was met with
disappointment, anger and dis-
belief. The Nobbies Action Group
immediately gave notice that
it would lodge an appeal with
VCAT.

Soon after, in November, the
then State Planning Minister Ron
Maclellan “called in” the applica-
tion, thus by-passing the VCAT
appeals process.

While inspecting the site in
January, as part of his review, he
was confronted by a crowd of 500
angry protestors.

By March, review completed,
Mr Maclellan recommended the
$54 million Sea Life Centre go
ahead, but with modifications. It
was to be redesigned with a lower
profile, height lowered by 1.4 me-
tres, setback from cliff a further
three metres, and the dusk cur-
few for operation retained.

In a win for NAG and the com-
munity, he recommended all
vehicle access to Point Grant be
retained. Minister Maclellan also
established a Nobbies Working
Group, which included local rep-
resentation.

At the 1999 state election, In-
dependent Susan Davies won
the formerly safe Liberal seat
of Gippsland West. Ms Davies
then aligned with two other
state independent candidates,
which brought down the Ken-
nett government. The savage
swing against the Liberals in the
Gippsland West electorate was
attributed to community anger
over the Nobbies issue.

While initially welcoming the
compromise announced by Min-
ister Maclellan, NAG later re-
leased a statement after viewing
the new plans, stating the process
was flawed; the building was still
too large; and the developer had
only tinkered at the original de-
sign. Of concern also was a new
condition inserted that permitted
the centre to operate until 90 min-
utes after dusk.

Timeline

1998. The Nobbies Sea Life Cen-
tre opened.

1999: The Bracks Labor Gov-
ernment terminated the devel-
opment agreement after major
delays and financial issues sur-
faced.

This resulted in the State
Government ordered to pay out
$60 million in compensation to
the developer after the cancella-
tion, making the Sea Life Centre
one of the most expensive failed
projects in Victorian history.
While the cancellation came too
late to stop construction of the
building, the undersea tunnel
and platform was never built.

2002: The building it was hit
by a waterspout, causing exten-
sive damage and the building’s
closure for years.

A Task Force was subse-
quently appointed by the gov-
ernment to present options on
the future of the building. The
Task Force recommended the
building be removed. The State
Government chose to ignore the
recommendation, instead allo-
cating $7.1 million to rebuild the
centre.

2015: Phillip Island Nature
Parks opened a new exhibi-
tion at the Nobbies, the Antarc-
tic Journey, a $7 million joint
project with the World Wildlife
Fund.

2018: Gale force winds saw
four solar panels dislodged from
the roof with the centre and sur-
rounding boardwalks and car-
park temporarily closed.

2024: The Antarctic Journey
was closed due to “ongoing tech-
nical issues”, and later that year,
the Nature Parks announced
critical repairs were needed for
the building.

2025: The building was closed
due to safety reasons with Na-
ture Parks saying the base of
an external column holding up
the eaves was corroded, “caus-
ing irreparable damage to that
column”.



10 THE ADVERTISER | Wednesday, July 23, 2025

The Inverloch Jazz Festival returns from Friday August 1 to Sunday August 3 August, with tickets on

sale now.

Don't miss a beat:
Inverloch Jazz returns

MUSIC

Get ready for a spectacular weekend of
music, rhythm and community as the In-
verloch Jazz Festival returns from Friday
August 1 to Sunday August 3.

The program is out now, and jazz lov-
ers are urged to secure their spot, as tick-
ets are selling fast.

This beloved winter event, will trans-
form Inverloch into a vibrant jazz hub,
showcasing over 35 bands and 150+ mu-
sicians across four indoor venues - all
within easy walking distance.

The lineup is a smorgasbord of styles,
from trad jazz and bebop to Latin, funk,
swing, big band and modern jazz.

Performance highlights include:

e The Great Composers, featuring the

INVERL

best of “Anything Goes,” “Summer-
time,” and “Over the Rainbow”
¢ Ladies Be Good, bringing playful, high-
energy vocals and vibrant arrangements
e Teen Town, a powerhouse of talent
featuring some of Australia’s most
respected jazz musicians
e Arandu, a vibrant fusion of jazz, Afro-
Cuban rhythms, and pop culture from
Melbourne. Their electrifying sound
blends traditional Latin music with
soulful modern jazz melodies, promis-
ing a dynamic performance that will
leave audiences spellbound.
Tickets start from $65 per session or
$130 for a full weekend pass.
See the program and book your tickets
now: inverlochjazzfestival.com

/Sponsored article /

JAZZ FESTIVAL

- _FriAug1-SunAug3 -

e 40 bands

%

. 2.00‘perfor'me’rs -
* 4Indoorvenues

‘invyjazz.com

Tickets on sale now
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Glow Getters Youth Theatre lights
the way for young performers

ARTS

Lighten Up Theatre is ex-
panding, with a new youth
branch launching in July

on Phillip Island.
Founder Trish Oos-
tendarp is introducing

Glow Getters Youth The-
atre, a creative and inclu-
sive space for local chil-
dren and teens to explore
the stage, grow confidence
and build performance
skills.

“I always wanted to do
something for the youth,”
Trish said.

“It was always part of
the long-term vision.”

Glow Getters will run
weekly sessions at Rhyll
Hall, catering to two age
groups, seven to 12 years
(5.30pm-6.15pm) and 13 to
17 years (6.30pm-7.30pm),
on Tuesday evenings.
Each session will include

acting, singing, movement
and audition preparation.

“It’s not about having
experience,” Trish said.

“Everyone is welcome —
all walks of life. We want
to make this accessible to
everyone.”

The group is planning
a small family showcase
later in the year, with a full
youth production sched-
uled for 2026.

Glow Getters is part of
Lighten Up Theatre - a not-
for-profit group known for
its uplifting theatre res-
taurant-style shows. Their
next adult production is
already in the works, with
auditions set for Thursday
July 24 at 7pm, also at the
Rhyll Hall.

“At Glow Getters Youth
Theatre, we cheer on ev-
ery little light,” said Trish.

“Because when Kkids
feel seen, supported and

Cowes residents Trish Oost-
endarp and Jessica Carroll are
two of the leaders behind Glow
Getters Youth Theatre, the
newly launched youth branch of
Lighten Up Theatre, meeting on
Tuesday nights at the Rhyll Hall
from this month.

celebrated, that’s when the
real glow begins.”

See more details on the
Light Up Theatre Face-
book page.

It's planting time at Red Rocks

ENVIRONMENT

The Red Rocks Saltwater
Creek Coastcare group
is holding a working bee
this Sunday, July 27 from
10am until 12 noon.
They hope to plant
around 200 local indig-
enous species along the
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Red Rocks fire trail, in
the foreshore reserve and
the sand dunes.

They would love to see
lots of volunteers keen to
lend a hand for this im-
portant task.

If you would like to
join them, meet at the
Red Rocks car park at

l0am. Please bring a
water bottle and wear
sturdy shoes and suitable
clothing for a cool day
(12C) with some rain.
Gloves and tools will be
provided.

A morning tea will be
held after the working
bee.

vvetLsoar



ENVIRONMENT

At first glance it looks
like scenes from Kakadu
or even the Great Barrier
Reef and could easily be
mistaken for a David At-
tenborough production.

But instead, the three-
minute video is a teaser
for a new documentary
currently being made on
Western Port.

Marine biologist, au-
thor and filmmaker Sher-
ee Marris has captured
remarkable footage of the
waterway on our doorstep
- from fluorescent fish to
world-first footage of baby
elephant sharks hatching
and untouched forests —
to promote her upcoming
doco, Western Port Down
Under.

Sheree, a former Young
Australian of the Year, is
working with scientists to
capture the images for the
full-scale production of
the 45-minute film, which
is set for a 2026 release.

Eight years ago, Sheree
created a documentary
Melbourne Down Under
(melbournedownunder.
com.au), which featured
on Channel 10, with the
Western Port Down Under
project set to be a similar
format.

“Despite that it’s more
ecologically  significant
and complex than Port
Phillip, boasting three to
four times the total number
of species diversity, West-
ern Port remains largely
unknown and underval-
ued,” said the 50-year-old,
who grew up at Hastings.

Sheree said aside from
the documentary, which
will include community
screenings, her team
would also be producing

Former Young Australian of the Year, Sheree Marris is making a docu-
mentary about Western Port and has released a three-minute teaser.

a book, schools education
kit, portal/website, and a
discovery trail — all “de-
signed to connect people
with the heart and soul of
Western Port”.

“People protect what
they understand and love,”
she said.

“This project is about
helping us see the magic of
Western Port’s marine en-
vironment, So we can care
for it. It will help ensure
one of Australia’s most
overlooked marine gems
is protected.

“Western Port Down
Under will live on through
classrooms, homes, coffee
tables, artworks and con-
versations.”

Sheree said in coming
months they would host a
series of community meet-
ings to capture knowl-
edge, stories and ideas.

Biology

Sheree studied marine bi-
ology at Deakin Universi-
ty and has largely worked
on her own projects in
science communications,
“bridging the gap between
science and the public”,

alongside experts from
the likes of James Cook
University.

She has written seven
books, her most recent
Octopuses - Underwater,
about “the planet’s most
extraordinary animals”,
as well as KamaSEAtra —
Secrets of Sex in the Sea,
about the unique repro-
ductive methods of sea
creatures.

She is a former Parks
Victoria board member
and regularly appears on
television including Chan-
nel 10’s The Project and
is a regular contributor
to Ocean Geographic and
Australian Geographic.

For the Western Port
documentary, Sheree will
work alongside a team of
experts including from the
Western Port Biosphere
Foundation, as well as
the Surfrider Foundation,
drone operators, divers
and cinematographers.

She will do much of
the work pro bono, but is
confident she will receive
funding.

Details: www.western-
portdownunder.com.au

Arockalypse returns

MUSIC

Arockalypse Now explodes
back for its fourth year on
August 2, at the Western-
port Hotel in San Remo.

Get ready for an epic
night with Hot Machine,
Willie J's 6v6’s, Pizza
Death, Space Junk, Laura
and the Hell Cutz, The
Dropkicks, The Foxy
Junes, Ratbird, Boxthorn,
Book Runner, and Chrome
Gypsy.

The annual music fes-
tival showcases quality
local musicians and pro-
motes a diverse line up of
artists that blends rock,
punk, blues and soul.

This community-based
festival provides an op-
portunity for local bands
to share the stage with es-
tablished Melbourne acts,
and is the perfect oppor-
tunity for music lovers of
all ages to come along and
enjoy great live music.

Presented by Nick
Carver, PBS 106.7FM, and
the Westernport Hotel,
two stages will rock non-
stop all night long. Tick-
ets are on sale now - grab
yours at thewesternport.
com.au and dive into the
chaos!

Laura And The Hell Cutz are part of the massive line up when
Arockalypse Now returns to the Westernport Hotel on August 2.

Tickets on sale now.

AN_N_ THEPULSE _N\_A_«
Western Port documentary
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First visit to Berninneit

EDUCATION

Grade 5 and 6 students from
Our Lady Star of the Sea en-
joyed a visit to Berninneit
earlier this month to see the
Steve Ulula Parker art exhibi-
tion — Warreeny Ngulu (Ocean
Voice).

The excursion was a great
success with the school’s Per-
forming Arts teacher Christy
Spottiswood describing the
visit as “amazing.”

“We were warmly wel-
comed into the gallery and
told that we are the first school
group to be hosted at Bernin-
neit,” Christy said.

Council’s Visual Art and
Cultural development officer
Rosemary Ford guided the
students through the exhibi-
tion assisting with an interpre-
tation of the exhibits.

The children were also in-
vited to reflect on the theme of
Connection to Country.

“Our guide, Rosemary, gave
us an insightful tour of Steve’s
works that really engaged the
students as they made connec-
tions to their own stories. They
listened to Steve’s Songline
and considered the healing
power of being connected to
Millowl (Phillip Island).

The students also visited
the library where they were
shown the resources available
to them.

Back at school, they re-
flected what was described as
a great experience, using pho-
tos taken during the outing to
make a book to take home and
share with their families.

Cordelia Johnston, Ella Kallstrom and Amelia Kozlovskis-Duffin
at the library during their class visit to Berninneit.
More photos at pisra.com.au/education

Rosemary Ford, Bass Coast Shire Council’s Visual Arts and
Cultural Development officer, guided Our Lady Star of the Sea
students during their visit to Berninneit.

Celebrate Tradies Health Month

SPORTS TRIVIA QUIZ &
MENTAL HEALTH INFORMATION SESSION

Phillip Island Football & Netball Club,
Saturday 16 August 2025
7pm-10pm (doors open at 6.30pm)

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:
* Luke Ross - Registered Psychologist and

Behavioural Expert
e Dr Krista Fisher - Young Men’s Mental Health

* Raffle * Sport Prizes * Giveaways
Bring your own nibbles. Bar available.
Tickets $25. To book, scan the [g]

QR code or go to:
https://events.humanitix.com/ =

vysoLsoar

Research Fellow, Movember

[

celebrate-tradies-month2025 [=]®

All funds raised will help
to purchase medical

equipment for the Phillip
Island Community Hospital
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FESTIVAL OF STORIES 2025

Welcome to the 2025 Festival of Stories

Once again, our small committee has sat around kitchen tables and what we are trying to achieve, and we also thank
been courageous in putting together what we believe is a weekend our sponsors and community partners, without
of thoughtful discussion, topics that will enlighten and sometimes whom we would not be here.

challenge, encourage laughter and an understanding of who we are.

Again, all of the presenters have gone above

As our second full Festival since the days of Covid, we have and beyond and with a theme of “What’s your
worked hard to keep the stories relevant, interesting and to provide story” we will hear how they have responded to

a program that has something for everyone.
As President of this group, I thank past committee members

life’s personal challenges, as well as from changes
in society, in politics, the media, the environment

who have helped build this Festival and in particular, Kay Setches. and what we face in the future.

Kay, one of our founding members, stepped back this year, but we

We hope all attendees enjoy this Festival and everyone takes

recognise her as our Patron for all the energy and emotion that she away at least one valuable message and that the meaning of what
contributed since our first Festival in 2019. I am so proud of the work we present will help us see the world through the eyes of others.

the current committee have done and contributed to this year’s Fes-
tival. We thank the crew at Berninneit who have encouraged us in

President, Island Story Gatherers

Presenters at this year's Festival of Stories

PAUL BANGAY is one of Australia’s pre-eminent land-
scape designers and gardening authorities. Author of
13 books, his work has featured in dozens of publica-
tions over his 30+ year career. Paul has consistently
given his time to charitable, philanthropic, and civic
endeavours, and in 2018 was awarded an OAM for
service to landscape architecture.

JANE CARO is a Walkley-winning columnist, author,
novelist and social commentator who has appeared
on television, made speeches, and writes regularly
in The SMH, The Age and The Saturday Paper. She's

written 14 books and her novel, The Mother, is a best-
seller. She launched her new book Lyrebird, in April
this year.

CANDICE FOX is the author of 11 crime novels and the
winner of three prestigious Ned Kelly Awards. She
has also co-written seven New York Times bestsellers
with James Patterson, the world's bestselling thriller
writer and her novels have been adapted into a major
ABC TV series. As a volunteer for WIRES, she has
rescued countless wild animals.

PETER GRESTE is an award-winning foreign cor-
respondent who spent 25 years working for the BBC,
Reuters and Al Jazeera in some of the world's most
volatile places. He became a headline himself, when
he and two colleagues were arrested in Cairo and
charged with terrorism offences. He is a vocal cam-
paigner and advocate for media freedom.

GIDEON HAIGH has been a journalist since 1984,
written 52 books and contributed to more than 100
newspapers and magazines. He is the co-presenter,
along with Peter Lalor, of the podcast Cricket et al,
where they talk about life in general and, of course,
cricket.

JUDY HORACEK is a freelance Australian cartoonist,
writer and children’s book creator. She has published
10 collections of cartoons, and 11 picture books, five

on her own and six with Mem Fox, including the

wildly successful Where is the Green Sheep? She lives

in Melbourne and has holidayed on Phillip Island her
entire life.

ANN JONES is the ABC's nature nerd, with a special
affinity with all things land and nature. She can be
heard showcasing the best of nature, adventure and
scientific research with Radio National's What the
Duck? She has also hosted science and nature docu-
mentaries for ABC TV and is part of the children’s
nature-adventure podcast Noisy by Nature.

KON KARAPANAGIOTIDIS OAM is the founder and
CEO of the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre, which
has helped more than 300,000 asylum seekers and
refugees. Kon is a qualified lawyer, social worker and
teacher and is a twice published author; his memoir
The Power of Hope and the best-seller Greek cook-
book co-authored with his mother, Sia.

SIA KARAPANAGIOTIDIS is a passionate home
cook, avid gardener and co-author of the best-selling
Greek cookbook Philoxenia — A Seat at My Table. Sia
loves growing her own food, is fiercely proud of her
Greek culture and passing it onto her two children,

and being a positive role model for women and girls.

FOONG LING KONG is CEO and Publisher at Mel-
bourne University Publishing. She has also worked at
Penguin, Hardie Grant and Allen & Unwin. She was
Chair of the Feminist Writers Festival, on the boards
of the Stella Prize and Overland, and managing
editor of Anne Summers Reports. She spent the last
seven years as Editor of Debates at the Parliament of
Victoria, recently returning to MUP.

Proudly supported by the Phillip Island & San Remo Advertiser ‘

PETER LALOR worked for News Ltd as a news and
feature reporter, and chief cricket writer for 30 years.
Peter and fellow Australian journalist, Gideon Haigh,
produce the podcast Cricket et al. Peter has writ-
ten numerous biographies and is a member of the
Chappell Foundation Board raising funds for youth
homelessness in Australia.

MICHELLE LESH, an international lawyer, taught at
the Melbourne Law School and London School of Eco-
nomics, worked at the United Nations and is a mem-
ber of the International Bar Association War Crimes
Committee. Together with her stepfather, Raimond
Gaita, she edited her husband Mark Raphael Baker's
memoir, A Season of Death, published posthumously
in 2024.

BRIAN NANKERVIS has been writing, producing and
co-hosting the music quiz show RocKwiz since 2005.
Brian co-hosts The Friday Revue and hosts Saturday
Breakfast on ABC Radio Melbourne, just some of
his many radio stints. A writer/performer on Let The
Blood Run Free, he also appeared regularly on Hey
Hey It's Saturday as the poet Raymond J
Bartholomeuz.

SAMMY J is an Australian comedian, author, composer
and broadcaster. He's performed around the world,
had a sitcom on Netflix, is one half of the man/puppet
comedy duo Sammy J & Randy, hosted the ABC Radio
Melbourne breakfast show and created viral satiri-
cal sketches and songs on politics, parenting, and
everything in between. At this year’s Festival of Sto-
ries, Saturday evening’s Sing a Song with Sammy is an
amusing stroll through stories and music on the piano.

JORDANA SILVERSTEIN is an award-winning his-
torian, writer and podcaster who researches migra-
tion history, focusing on questions of statelessness,
belonging, nationalism, identity, sexuality and
memory. She's the author of Anxious Histories: Nar-
rating the Holocaust in Jewish communities at the
Beginning of the Twenty-First Century and, Cruel Care:
A History of Children at our Borders.

BEAU VERNON is a proud product of Phillip Island
whose journey of resilience and leadership has in-
spired people across Australia. Beau has refused to let
adversity define him. In his festival session he talks
about being an elite wheelchair rugby athlete with
the Australian Steelers, and what it was like winning
a Paralympic bronze medal at the Paris games.

PAULA WASIAK is a conservation scientist reintro-
ducing bush stone-curlews to Milawul, Phillip Island,
after spending 15 years elbow-deep in penguin bur-
rows. She is a passionate science communicator who
likes to blend research with humour to spark joy and
a desire for conservation action.

ALICE ZASLAVSKY is a broadcaster and an award-
winning author of four internationally bestselling
cookbooks including her latest, Salad for Days. Host
of TV show A Bite to Eat with Alice, she inspires home
cooks of all skill levels to explore new and fresh fla-
vours, connect through food, and cook with curiosity
and creativity.
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PROGRAM

BERNINNEIT, COWES

9.00am
10am - 10.45am

1lam - 11.45am

12pm —-12.45pm

1pm-2pm
2pm —2.45pm

3pm-—3.45pm

9.30am -10.15am

10.30am —11.15am

11.30am - 12.15pm

12.15pm —1.30pm
1.30pm —2.15pm

2.30pm —3.15pm

3.15pm - 4.30pm

FRIDAY JULY 25

The Correspondent: Starring Richard Roxburgh
as Australian journalist Peter Greste. This
screening ties in with the Saturday morning in
conversation session.

SATURDAY JULY 26

Smoking Ceremony, Berninneit forecourt

Truth is not the only casualty: Peter Greste talks
to Gideon Haigh about his terrifying ordeal of
being falsely accused of terrorism and gaoled in
Egypt, before the Australian Government finally
managed to get him released.

Changing fashions in gardening: A fascinating
exploration of the gardener’s art from the
master of design, Paul Bangay.

What the duck?!: The ABC's own nature nerd, Ann
Jones, and PINP’s Paula Wasiak, laugh their way
through the mysteries and strange antics of the
natural world.

Lunch break

Food: much more than a meal: From cultural
icons to a weapon of war, Kon and Sia
Karapanagiotidis and Jordana Silverstein talk
about the uses and abuses that humanity has
around food.

It's easy being green: Renowned illustrator
and cartoonist Judy Horacek talks about her
children’s book Where is the Green Sheep? and
other environmental questions.

Sing a song with Sammy: an amusing evening
stroll through stories and music at the piano,
from the ever inventive Sammy J, who says he
has “had more career eras than Taylor Swift".

SUNDAY JULY 27

The price of love: Publisher, Foong Ling Kong
talks with authors Michelle Lesh and Gideon
Haigh about remembering the life of a loved one
through writing.

The mystery of murder: Why do people find
murder so fascinating? Authors Jane Caro and
Candice Fox delve into the darkest mystery of all.

From Murdoch to the new media: With 60+years
of experience in journalism between them, Peter
Lalor and Gideon Haigh abandoned familiar
shores for the new terrain of podcasting: they
discuss why and what happened next.

Lunch break

In praise of veg: Alice Zaslavsky, award-winning
author, broadcaster and tastemaker, known
for bringing vibrancy and vitality to every plate
through great produce and clever tricks, talks
with Brian Nankervis.

Olympic-sized dreams: Beau VVernon in
conversation with Peter Lalor talks about being
a part of the Steelers wheelchair rughy team and
winning bronze at the Paris Paralympics 2024.

After party (Community Room): Join us for
drinks and nibbles, with music from Newhaven
College students. Share your thoughts on our
event and future festivals.

While every effort will be made to adhere to this schedule, please be aware
there may be small changes due to unforeseen circumstances.

Unless otherwise noted, all sessions are in the theatre at Berninneit,
91 - 97 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.

Tickets: www.pifestivalofstories.com
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CAR REMOVAL CONCRETER EARTHMOVING
B ASS C 0 AST TIVI NNEWIVIAN Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire
All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
CAR REMOVALS draining and landscaping
CONCRETING
® Exposed aggregate ® House slabs
Unwanted cars removed free e Driveways e Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages

LKO0D45AA

DIAMOND DEALER

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION,

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
e All concreting needs
- CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE
Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi Tel/Fax 5956 8791 2 's. skip H i re
0409 0?1 465 Call Shane RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au ?I-"Ea rth works
Cltytocoastair.com
! 5678 2002 or 0407 599 616 0419 312 805
AIR CONDITIONING CARPENTER DECK RESTORATION ELECTRICIAN
’r 'Q?gr‘ space. j‘\C“(S;()hIIELJE(:11QI(:I\L
DAIKIN = \ /ith DeckSeal! & AIR CONDITIONING
_ OILING AND MAINTENANCE. « Reliable & fully insured » All types of
COASTA L 035678 5190 . . electrical services
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING ofﬁce@plcra.com.au C A R P E N T RY O SP|It SyStem Installers F t
W [£] CzaASFa\ RedF_rtivgervat?on — Est 1982 T « Air Conditioning Sa|es * Free quotes
cjastal,‘r(;?r{gl,a‘:dl,a%rcom Home Renovations and service » Hot water syStems
Maintenance & Repairs Call Nick on 0411 988 401 «TVAntenna & data  « Ovens and cooktops
Window Replacement | Decks 3 basscoast@deckseal.com.au 3
& CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667 &
]ohn 0447 975 626 é www.deckseal.com.au CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834 3
AIR CONDITIONING CLEANING DECKS & VERANDAHS GARAGE DOORS

S O u t h CO a St a i r I SLAN D ST Specialists in all
cARPET CLEANING et L

& refrigeration : .
Cooling & heating specialists » Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
» Commercial - domestic

Split system sales & complete installation » Rental bond specialists * Fast, efficient service
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 bic asole 0415106 443

1109866 REC26099 islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com John Johnston 0414 714 179

VV65000341

BLINDS & CARPET DRIVEWAY RESTORATION GAS SUPPLIERS

ISIand FI ue CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST ﬁ WRIGHTON

- GAS SUPPLIES [/
Cleaning AND RESEAL soercy i ELGAS

* CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
* NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS For all household gas supplies

0488 522 950 5956 6888 MARK: 0418 105 262 Bruce Wright

richandi@hotmail.com RICHIE & DI LAING Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

vyszzroar

LKOO040AA

Q 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes {\ 03 59521488

BLINDS/AWNINGS CONCRETER EARTHMOVING GUTTER CLEANING

GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy
FREE MEASURE & QUOTE Matt Burgess 0405 533 456
Mobile Showroom
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

LK00027AA

HANDYMAN

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE

Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

BUILDER CONCRETER
EXTENSIONS RAY MATTOCK

el CONCRETING
MAJOR REPAIRS

PECKS AND EXCAVATIONS

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small
Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495

www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

» SITE CUTS - SITE CLEANS
* DEMOLITION <+ LANDSCAPING
* RETAINING WALLS

0400 633 030 ¥

* Exposed aggregate paving

ISLAND ¢ Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
LESIEN & BUILD ¢ House slabs - Garages

0417 503 003

RoOB NORTON
INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

LKOO038AA

vyoLrSoqr

EARTHMOVING HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL

EARTHUWORKS R@TARET

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

CABINET MAKER CONCRETER

yvvSeroar
JO02676AA

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERIN!

Excavaiions Free quote / consultation

JOINERY SMOOTH o : ! ’
JEyave) e Experienced local business H : A :
RECYCLED TIMBER CABINETRY e Demolitions « Innovative solutions Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
INSTALLATION SERVICE .| | » Drive/Pathways . cuality workmanship Design and fabrication.
TRADITONAL SAUNA’S S e Retaining walls - ;rallnspareﬁf com}n_unicaﬁon We also stock industrial supplies.
BESPOKE DESIGN I . o Full compliance / insurance -
g ® SPOII removal e Tight access specialists FaCtory 2’(33c)¥,cslgge559té‘4l.‘lonthaggl
0457 239 600
MITCH.JOINERYSMOOTH@GMAIL.COM R * TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER * . 2
WWW.JOINERYSMOOTH.COM.AU |.(.I|(Q |'|IIII'IC|'IS em: mkearthworksegmail.com Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au
ACN 673 446 7600 Phillip Island & surrounding areas since 1999 ph: Mick - 0408 575 472 We are More than Just Hose and Fittings
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LANDSCAPING

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

00D PAVING
& LANDSCAPES

o All Aspects of Landscaping
« Excavator, Bobcat & Tip Truck Hire
« Garden Restorations
« Servicing Phillip Island
‘ & Surrounds for over 25 years

P: 0408 322 652

eastwoodpavingandlandscapes

&

JDO5714AA

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
WWW.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

Same Day @%&

Plumbing Morri S
Service Brothers

Lic 43482
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435 |

LANDSCAPING

GRAYDEN

LANDSCAPES

All aspects of landscape
design and construction

Call Tom -0432216 813

LANDSCAPING

PAINTER/DECORATOR

SHANE FENEC:

Painting & Decorating
Quality Tradesman

New homes . Renovations. Re-paints »
Free Quotes

0419 523 299

O\

PAINTER

PLUMBING

REIRABINERRIEUMBIER!

Fast Response at an honest price

© NO CALL OUT FEE
e | eaking taps & toilets
¢ Hot water systems replaced

o Vanities & water
o Filters installed

* (as fitting

e General plumbing

Tappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vi. no. 119269

<
<
3
=
S
S
S
4
3

RESTUMPING

TREE CARE

JD04860AA

Qualified Arborist with

15 years experience and
committed to maintain the
health, safety and beauty
of your trees ensuring they
thrive and enhance your
home. Servicing Phillip
Island and surrounds.

Specialising in Pruning &
Hazardous Tree Removals

Habitat Trees Storm Damage
Cable Bracing Stump Grinding
Qualified Arborist Fully Insured

Mulch & Firewood Sales

0484 776 399

STORAGE

JD05372AA

Landiscaping & Concrefing

Retaining Walls
Paving
Small Brick Repairs
Concreting
Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew
0408 822 263

Repair, Refresh, Renew
your home or business with
Red Ochre Painters
“Fantastic job!!

Love your work... looks amazing!
- Peter, Cape Woolamai

Contact us today
on 0425 711 217

RED
OCHRE
PAINTERS

PHILLIP ISLAND

RESTUMPING &
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,
House Raising & Repacking,
all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788

Licence DBL24625

Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging

Island Security Monitoring
ecure On Site Manager

orage 24hr/7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

LK00023AA

ROOFING

SOUTHERN
METAYRCCEING

Metal Roofing Specialists

* Metal Wall Cladding © Domestic & Commercial
* New Installation & Renewals * Maintenance
* Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes ¢ Aluminium Gutter Guard
30 Years Experience

M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

JDO5010AA

TREE SERVICES

LAWN MOWING PLASTERING SOLAR TREE SERVICES
]
Dave (ostello 1 . w7
For all your lawnmowing, SL Tree Care ’
landscaping & """L""“G‘flp'asfe’ NO JOB TOO SMALL
e Qualified e Storm Damage

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

LKOO020AA

0411175 957

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
wonthaggiplaster.com.au

CEMINTEL

MARINE MECHANIC

PLUMBING

JD05496AA

* Kk * Kk
TOPWATER MARINE

0402 761 692

o Authorised Suzuki Marine dealership and service center
« Sales and service of new Suzuki outboard motors
« Suzuki genuine spare parts
« Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs
« Accessory Installations and electrical work
« Trailer servicing and modifications
« Anchor winches < Boat detailing < Insurance work

www.topwatermarine.com.au | info@topwatermarine.com.au
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

LKOO014AA

Brendan Duncan

PIC No. 26296

PLUMBING

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE x4

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

LKOO015AA

daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

1300 534 110 __

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching
or just not sliding properly?

© Timber & Aluminium € Security Doors

Sliding Doors © Track & Roller
© Bi Fold Doors Replacements
(> ) Cavity Doors © Screen Replacements
€ Wardrobe Doors € New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Now Servicing Phillip Island

Ph 0438 538 244

info@asdrm.com.au
www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing
e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

WASTE MANAGEMENT

LK0OO042AA

Ph: 5672 2056

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

INDUSTRIAL

WINDOW CLEANING

We promise sparkling Discoyngs
windows every time! Pply for
Pensionerg

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com
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KEEP IT LOCAL

DIRECTORY

OPEN 7 DAYS from 10am
1805 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes
Ph: 03 5952 2283

amazenthings.com.au
| MAGIC | ADVENTURE

RANFURLIE BED
& BREAKFAST

FUN

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night
including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

Watch the httle penguins
waddle home

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry
Self-Service

NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes,
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

Phill\q_lsland
ATURE

i
N
PARKS BOOK NOW

at penguins.org.au

Every Tuesday Local's Day 15% OFF

with the CODE: LOCAL15
WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU

Cruise the Island
Deify Boef Tours

° 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes t 0359521488

COWESBOAT &0 )", "4 0=

CARAVANRVSTORAGE SELF

STORAGE

A
Wildlifecoast

cruises

yvoéSToQr

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling
& Entertainment

Centre

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5959 3977

! Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 5952 2799

FURNITURE OUTLET
YOUR FURNITURE SHOP

+Beds - Mattresses
+Sofas - Lounges
+Dining ¢ Tables ¢ Chairs
+ Office + TV «Outdoor

PHONE RON 0419 335 985
sales@furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au
153 Thompson Ave., Cowes (near Ampol Servo)
www.furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669

thecentrecowes
@hotmail.com

7Y e o

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

Melaleuca Lodge
Secondhand Book Sale

Open 10-12 every Saturday

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES M 1,

QU
(off Settlement Road) T Y R E
0437 949 029 ‘% ~~ «q? PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU
®Vcg ce™ HELLO@PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

www.pisra.com.au

www.printitfast.com.au PRINT LOCAL

YVSz6200r

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY STATION
- GREAT MUSIC AND EVERYTHING LOCAL

across Phillip Island and Western Port on

89.1FM

Mabile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8-10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:
8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910

to make an appointment!

LKO0415AA

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773
Locally owned and operated by
t & Sharon Anderson 5672

For all your refinancing or home loan
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.
Gabriel Caffieri - Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffieri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

0448 602 005

www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au | 03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS
ON THE ISLAND”

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO!

ORDERS 5907 6796

RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

CATERING
FOR ALL
0CCASIONS

Selling more properties
on Phillip Island than
any other agency
5952 2799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO
ARCADE, 22 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES
PHONE 0412 566 055

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

AND STAFF

I 13aThompson Avenue, Cowes
59522633 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

CHLEX 5COTT

Est.1886

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE




CLASSIFIEDS

SEEK, BUY AND SELL

DEATHS

CUTLER, Robert Murray
‘Bob’:

FUNERALS

WILLCOCKS (nee Jory),
Lois Olive:

SITUATIONS VACANT

The Funeral Service for
Mtrs. Lois Olive Willcocks
will be held at St. John’s

yvyézLsoar

Passed away peacefully
on 16th July, 2025.

Aged 87. Uniting Church,
Chapel Street, Cowes

Loved husband on THURSDAY

of Lee. (July. 31,2025)

Loving Dad and Corg;n(e)g;lr:g at
father-in-law of ; :

Scott and Heather, A private cremation BUS DR I VE RS WANTED

Justin and Heidi. will follow.

South Coast Bus is seeking experienced Heavy
Vehicle Drivers for casual employment. The
work will be covering a mix of school runs as
well as general charter from our Cowes Depot
and suit someone with previous exposure to
driving medium rigid vehicles, with bus industry
experience an advantage but not essential.
There is plenty of work for the right candidates.

Lois’ service will be live
streamed. Please go to
www.handleyandander-
sonfunerals.com.au
for details.

Adored Pa to
Hamish and Audrey
and a Pa figure to
Dylan and Chloe.

In Our Hearts Forever.

Privately Cremated.
PUBLIC NOTICES

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

Editorial: advertiser@pisra.com.au

The successful applicants must be good with
people, able to follow instruction and hold at
least a MR license. You will be required to obtain
a passenger endorsement (drivers certificate)
and working with children check card if you
don’t already have one.

Please call 5951 4600 or send your resume to

email: operations@southcoastbus.com.au
or post PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922

Advertising: ads@pisra.com.au

vv9seroar

Sport: sport@pisra.com.au

HOUSEKEEPER

Classifieds: ads@pisra.com.au Casual Position

Experience preferred but not essential

Suite 2, 60 Chapel Street, Cowes, 3922. ~ just a good attitude.

Phone (03) 5952 3201
Fax (03) 5952 3024

00

Publication No. VBF 9005897
Registered by Australia Post.

On the job training will be a major part
of the job from the beginning.

5 to 12 hours/week mainly on Friday,
some Saturday work may also be required
once proficient.

Heidi & Stuart Hawking, Resort Managers
Island Breeze Resort
Cowes. Vic. 3922
Tel: 035952 2188 | Mob: 0417 364 876
Email: islandbreeze@holidayconcepts.com.au

Subscribe online

WWW.pisra.com.au

PUBLIC NOTICES

AN

Parks

VICTORIA

French Island is located within the traditional Country of the Bunurong People.

EMAIL YOUR CLASSIFIEDS TO

‘ ads@pisra.com.au ’

PHILLIP ISLAND &§ SAN REMO
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Around twenty locals gathered at the NRMA Phillip Island Beachfront Holiday Park to show support
for mental health awareness and to be part of the community initiative. More photos at pisra.com.au

Turning blue for mental
health awareness

COMMUNITY

Last week a large blue
tree was installed at the
NRMA  Phillip Island
Beachfront Holiday Park
in Cowes.

The tree is part of the
national Blue Tree Proj-
ect, a mental health initia-
tive encouraging people to
“start the conversation” by
creating public blue trees

across Australia.
Despite the light rain,
around twenty locals

gathered at the park to
show their support and
acknowledge the impor-
tance of mental health in
the community.

Park manager Daniel
Rutter, who led the proj-
ect, shared a personal
story about the loss of a
young apprentice named
Chad - a tragedy that left
a lasting impact and in-
spired him to take action.

“Today isn’t about mon-
ey or fundraising,” Daniel
said.

“It’s about creating a
space where people feel
safe to open up, to talk,
and to be there for one an-
other.”

A large blue tree — do-
nated and created by Ar-
chisign — has been mount-
ed to the park’s chimney.
A QR code links to mental
health support resources,
and attendees were in-
vited to leave their stories,
either shared aloud or
written anonymously into
a box on-site.

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cillor Tracey Bell also
spoke at the event high-
lighting the significance
of the project.

“Blue trees are not sym-
bols of loss — they are sym-
bols of hope,” she said.

“They encourage us to
check in with one anoth-
er, to reflect, and to keep
these conversations alive.”

Daniel’s wife, Kelly Rut-
ter, reminded attendees
that even on holiday, many
are still quietly struggling.

“Mental health doesn’t
take a break,” she said.

The tree, designed and donated by Archisign, was mounted on the
park’s chimney, with a QR code displayed so visitors can scan and
learn more about the Blue Tree Project and how to access mental

health support.

“If this tree helps just
one person speak up, it’s
already done its job.”

The event also included
a free community barbe-
cue, with kids and fami-
lies painting the area sur-
rounding the tree in blue
and leaving white hand-
prints as a show of support.

Now standing bright
against the sky, the new
blue tree is more than just
a visual landmark - it’s a
reminder to listen, reach
out, and never let mental
health go unspoken in our
community.

The Blue Tree Project is
a national campaign that
began in Western Austra-
lia after the tragic suicide
of a young man. In his
memory, friends painted a
tree on their property blue.

Since then, the movement
has spread across Austra-
lia, with painted blue trees
appearing in communities
as a symbol of hope and a
reminder to “start the con-
versation” about mental
health.
bluetreeproject.com.au

If you or someone you
know needs help:

Call Lifeline Australia on
13 11 14, for 24/7 crisis sup-
port,

Lifeline Text is also
available from 12pm to
midnight by texting 0477
13 11 14.

Call Beyond Blue on
1300 22 4636 or visit www.
beyondblue.org.au

For local services, visit
gippslandmentalhealth.
org.au
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Public notice of intention to declare a special charge for the
purpose of constructing and improving roads and drainage
along The Esplanade (Sunderland Bay Road to Zephyr Court),

Sunderland Bay

In accordance with a resolution of Bass Coast Shire
Council (Council) made at the 16 July 2025 Council
Meeting, notice is given that at the 19 November
2025 Council Meeting, Council proposes to declare

a Special Charge (Special Charge) under section

163(1) of the Local Government Act 1989 (Act), and
otherwise according to law, for the purpose of
defraying costs and expenses incurred and/or to be
incurred by Council in relation to the construction
and improvement of roads and drainage along The
Esplanade (Sunderland Bay Road to Zephyr Court),
Sunderland Bay situated within the municipal district
of the Council (Street), such works involving the full
upgrade of roads and drainage, including the provision
of road pavement and sealing works, the provision

of underground surface and storm water drainage

in the Street, the provision of kerb and channelling,
nature strip works, road narrowings for local traffic
management and other ancillary works necessary to
complete the construction of the project known as
the ‘The Esplanade (Sunderland Bay Road to Zephyr
Court) Special Charge Scheme’ otherwise in accordance
with the concept plans approved by Council at the 16
July 2025 Council Meeting (Scheme). So far as can be
reasonably ascertained from available records of the
Council and can reasonably be concluded, Council has
ascertained that the roads or any component of the
roads for which it is proposed the Special Charge will
be declared have not previously been constructed by
way of a special rate or charge.

The criteria which form the basis of the Special Charge
are the ownership of rateable land in the Scheme
area based on equally sharing the costs of some
portions, front or side boundaries of the properties
in the Scheme (modified where appropriate) for
some portions and the area of the properties in the
scheme (discounted where appropriate) for some
portions which abut the roads to be constructed or
upgraded and which rateable land is situated within
the geographical area of the proposed declaration are
included.

Council considers that each rateable property included
in the Scheme area that is liable to pay the Special
Charge will receive a special benefit through the
provision of proper, safe and suitable roads, drainage
and property services and there will be a special
benefit to the persons liable to pay the Special

Charge because there will be a benefit over and
above, or greater than, the benefit to persons who

are not subject to the Special Charge and, directly

and indirectly, the works to be provided will enhance
or maintain the value and the use, occupation and
enjoyment of the properties included in the Scheme,
through the provision of proper, safe and suitable roads
and drainage and property services.

In proposing the declaration of the Special Charge,
Council is performing functions and exercising powers
in relation to the peace, order and good government
of the municipal district of the Council, in particular
the provision of proper, safe and suitable roads,
drainage and property services in the area for which it
is proposed the Special Charge will be declared.

The total cost of the performance of the functions and
the exercise of the powers referrable to the Scheme
(and the amount which the Council intends to declare
and levy) is an amount of $1,741,550 being the estimated
cost of the Scheme works to be undertaken) with
Council intending to declare and levy by way of the
Special Charge an amount of $499,128, but excluding
other related costs (which will be borne solely by
Council) totalling $108,000 for the contribution towards
downstream drainage works.

The Special Charge will commence on and from the
making of any Council decision to declare the Special
Charge and will remain in force until such time as the
Special Charge has been paid in full.

The Special Charge will be declared and assessed

in accordance with the amounts which have been
calculated and appear alongside each property in

the Schedule attached to and forming a part of

this proposed declaration of Special Charge (being
Schedule 2), such amounts having been calculated
based on both a road component cost and a drainage
component cost as referrable to a combined method
of sharing some costs equally and to the length of the
frontage and/or sideage of each property included in
the Scheme (for the road component) and the area of
each property included in the Scheme (for the drainage
component).

The Special Charge will be levied by Council sending a
notice of levy to the persons who are liable to pay the
Special Charge. Incentives will be given for payment
before the due date for payment as set out below.
The levy notice to be sent will include four options for
payment which are as follows —

(a) Payment Option 1: Lump Sum Payment — upfront
payment of the Special Charge in full within 30 days of
the date of issue of an invoice, with a 5% discount and
no interest.

(b) Payment Option 2: Lump Sum Payment — upfront
payment of the Special Charge in full within 90 days of
issue of an invoice, with no discount and no interest.

(c) Payment Option 3: Instalment Payment Plan

— payment of the Special Charge in 40 quarterly
instalments over 10 years, with interest. Interest will

be charged on the reducing balance of the principal
each quarter at the rate of 1% above the estimated
borrowing costs of the Council. If a ratepayer is late
with payment of an instalment, penalty interest will be
charged on the balance of principal due each quarter.

(d) Payment Option 4: Hardship Payment Plan - a
payment plan, extended beyond 10 years to a
maximum of 20 years, tailored to the individual needs
of the ratepayer upon receipt of a completed Financial
Hardship Application Form. Interest will be charged
on the reducing balance of the principal each quarter
up to the maximum rate of 1% above the estimated
borrowing costs of Council. This option is subject to
Council assessing the property owner as experiencing
financial hardship, in accordance with the Council’s
Hardship and Financial Hardship Policy.

Ratepayers who elect to pay by instalments will receive
subsequent quarterly instalment notices.

Because the performance of the functions and exercise
of the powers in respect of which the Special Charge is
to be declared and levied relates substantially to capital
works, the Special Charge will be levied on the basis of
an instalment plan being available to ratepayers (being
the ‘Payment Option 3: Instalment Payment Plan’ or the
‘Payment Option 4: Hardship Payment Plan’). Quarterly
instalments will include a component for reasonable
interest costs, which will be charged at the rate of

1% above the estimated borrowing costs of Council

in respect of the construction of the roads and the
provision of the drainage works.

—== BASS
COAST

Council will consider all and any cases of financial (and
other) hardship and may negotiate other payment
options for the Special Charge, in accordance with
Council’s Hardship and Financial Hardship Policy.

For the purposes of having determined the total
amount of the Special Charge to be levied under the
Scheme, Council considers and formally determines
for the purposes of sections 163(2)(a), (2A) and (2B)

of the Act (and in accordance with the Benefit Ratio
Statement adopted by Council) that the estimated
proportion of the total benefits of the Scheme to
which the performance of the functions and exercise
of powers relate (including all special benefits and
community benefits) that will accrue as special benefits
to all of the persons who are liable to pay the Special
Charge is in a ratio of 0.2866 or 28.66%.

Any declaration of the Special Charge will expire if
the Special Charge is not levied to each person liable
to pay it within 12 months after the day on which the

declaration which relates to the Special Charge is made.

Copies of the proposed declaration of Special

Charge, a detailed plan of the Scheme area, a list of
the rateable properties included in the Scheme and
the amount of the Special Charge payable by each
property included in the Scheme are available for
inspection at the offices of Bass Coast Shire Council,
76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi during normal business
hours and on the internet website of Council until 5pm
on 17 September 2025.

Any person may make a submission about the
proposed declaration to the Council under sections
163A and 223 of the Act. In addition, any person who
will be required to pay the Special Charge to be
imposed by the proposed declaration has a right to
object to the proposed declaration under section
163B of the Act. Submissions and/or objections must
be received by the Council by 5pm on 17 September
2025. Submissions and/or objections must be in
writing and addressed and sent by mail to the Chief
Executive Officer, Bass Coast Shire Council, PO Box
118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995. In accordance with sections
163A,163B and 223 of the Act, the Council will consider
all written submissions and take into account all
objections that are received by the closing date.

Any person who has made a submission under section
223 of the Act may request to be heard in support of
their written submission. If such a request is made,
the person is entitled to appear in person or to be
represented by a person specified in the submission
before a Committee appointed by the Council to
hear submissions under section 223 of the Act. The
day, time and place of the Committee hearing will be
advised in writing.

Council will treat all submissions and objections
received (and any personal information contained
therein) in accordance with its Privacy Policy and with
applicable legislation, including the Privacy and Data
Protection Act 2014.

Any person requiring further information about the
proposed declaration of Special Charge should contact
Council’s Sustainable Transport and Movement Team
on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or email
roadupgrades@basscoast.vic.gov.au.

Greg Box
Chief Executive officer

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903 | Wonthaggi PO Box 118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or via the
National Relay Service (for people with speech or hearing difficulties) on 13 36 77 | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au | www.basscoast.vic.gov.au
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit).
Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Waste of space

Every issue of the Adver-
tiser features a promi-
nent advertisement for
Councillor Ronnie Bauer.
I had a couple of issues so
I emailed Ronnie. After
a month, having had no
response, I called Ronnie
who said he gets a lot of
emails and didn’'t remem-
ber anything.

He was ‘dreadfully
busy’, and I should con-
tact him again in about a
month. I did. No response.
I phoned and left a mes-
sage. No response.

I accosted him at a Phil-
lip Island Jazz Club event
and handed him a printed
copy of my emails and at-
tachments. He promised
to get back to me.

The following day, June
16, 1 followed up send-
ing an email asking for
his help on two separate
issues. I received no re-
sponse.

After two more weeks
I resent the email. Two
weeks later, I still had not
received the courtesy of a
response.

So, I called Cr Bauer
and he actually answered!
But he had no idea who I
was and couldn’t remem-
ber any emails, phone calls
or messages — but he did
manage to find the emails.
I kept asking why he ad-
vertises every week say-
ing, ‘Don’t hesitate to con-
tact me — I am here to help’.

Obviously, nothing could
be further from the truth.

Marcus Tarrant, Red
Rocks

Editor’s note: Cr Bauer has
responded to the issues
raised by Mr Tarrant.

“I can confirm that I did
receive  correspondence
from Marcus. As a Coun-
cillor there is only so much
I can do. Every now and
again a constituent is not
happy with the progress
or the outcome of an issue
and the whipping boy is
the local councillor. I have
relodged Marcus’ com-
plaint to council and for-
warded his movie synop-
sis to DPL I hope that his
issues have a positive out-
come.” - Cr Ronnie Bauer

History: a shared vision
I am writing further to Mr
Jarosch’s letter Where’s our
history? (Advertiser July 9)
which questioned the lack
of visible public recogni-
tion of the island’s heritage,
suggested ideas for poten-
tial exhibits/displays, and
highlighted the absence of
a government body or local
representative to discuss
these issues with.

I share his visionary
outlook and understand
how difficult it can be to
find others willing to en-
gage meaningfully with
such ideas. His sentiments
echo my own hopes for a
pro-active and forward-
thinking island communi-
ty interested in enhancing
where we live. Although
we benefit from many won-
derful, dedicated volunteer

groups, there remains a no-
table gap. It appears there
is no community organisa-
tion currently focused on
broader hands-on local im-
provements; projects like
graffiti removal, showcas-
ing our history in visible,
creative ways, ‘Tidy Town’
type initiatives or revitalis-
ing shared spaces and our
villages through beautifi-
cation and innovation. The
broader challenge lies in
the absence of a grassroots
group driven by communi-
ty entrepreneurship — one
that can turn fresh ideas
into visible outcomes.

Across Australia, many
towns are supported by ac-
tive local associations driv-
ing beautification and civic
pride. So, why not here on
the island? Surely others
share this vision. Are there
locals with the passion,
time and drive to help cre-
ate a volunteer community
movement dedicated to en-
hancing the island’s charm
and liveability?

Warwick Nelson, Cowes

Diabetes awareness
National Diabetes Week is
the perfect time to educate
ourselves on the growing
impact of diabetes in our
community and what can
be done to improve our
health outcomes.

Diabetes is now one of
the leading drivers of se-
rious health issues across
eastern Victoria, behind
only cardiovascular dis-
ease and cancer.

People living with dia-
betes are significantly
more likely to suffer heart
attacks or strokes, and
the condition is a leading
cause of blindness, kidney
failure and amputation.

Diabetes impacts fami-
lies, communities, and our
healthcare system.

Despite its growing
prevalence, three out of
four Australians still un-
derestimate how wide-
spread diabetes is.

This year’s National
Diabetes Week theme
“Check today for a health-
ier tomorrow” is a remind-
er to all of us to prioritise
health checks. Whether
it’s checking your risk,
booking a GP appoint-
ment, or reviewing your
annual cycle of care, ev-
ery step matters.

Early detection and ef-
fective management of
diabetes can prevent life-
altering  complications.
That’s why organisations
like Diabetes Victoria
are urging people to act,
not just during Diabetes
Week, but year-round.

Recently Diabetes Vic-
toria attended state parlia-
ment to raise awareness
and help MPs learn more
about its health impacts,
detection and treatment.

Raising awareness is
key to making a differ-
ence.

By talking about diabe-
tes, encouraging regular
checks, and supporting
those affected, we can all
play a part in reducing the

toll of this growing health
issue.
National Diabetes Week
ran from July 13 to 19.
Melina Bath. Nationals
Member for Eastern Vic-
toria

Governance concerns
Policies are written by
companies and councils
alike, not to promote ro-
bust debate, but rather to
stifle different views to
those of the policy maker.
In BCSC’s proposed 2025
Governance Policy (com-
ments closed July 17) the
major change planned is
to force persons to attend
council meetings in order
to be allowed to ask ques-
tions, and limiting ques-
tion time to 30 minutes.

This change is discrimi-
natory against the major-
ity. Council states, “53.1
Public question time must
be held at each Council
meeting fixed under Rule
9 to enable members of the
public to submit questions”.

In 2022 under the 2020
Governance Policy, coun-
cil attempted to ban ques-
tion time and subsequently
disobey their own policy
by failing to read out and
answer approximately 121
questions over a six-month
period.

Another clear example
of council policy changes
seeking to influence out-
comes, is BCSC’s 2024
URDI policy. When the
Sunderland Bay Surf Beach
Special Charge Scheme
failed, BCSC then collabo-
rated with a few disgrun-
tled ratepayers who obvi-
ously bought in the area for
capital gain. The new 2024
URDI policy was altered to
enable a scheme to proceed
under different rules, re-
ducing from 70 per cent to
50 per cent the number of
ratepayers needed to sign a
petition enabling schemes
to proceed. This policy
change was designed for
BCSC to save face after
losing the “unlosable”, and
making it easier for council
and disgruntled ratepayers
to achieve their goal.

This 2024 URDI policy
pits  neighbour against
neighbour. A question re-
garding this was disallowed
at the last council meeting
because the mayor didn’t
like the wording! Another
question containing the
word “aggressive” was also
disallowed. Previously,
“pathetic” was disallowed.
Governance Rule 53.8 states
that “a question may be
disallowed if the Chair de-
termines that it is defama-
tory, indecent, abusive, of-
fensive, irrelevant, trivial or
objectionable in language or
substance”. Under both the
current and proposed Gov-
ernance Policy, council can
disallow any question they
wish and thereby silence
those seeking answers.
If council is changing the
Governance Policy, perhaps
they should provide a glos-
sary of words or phrases
that are acceptable.

Philip Davy, Surf Beach
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This beautifully presented beachside home offers exceptional convenience and easy living.

The house features an open plan kitchen/dining
area, and is as practical as it is stylish.

Set over a single level for ultimate ease of living,
the property is exceptionally well presented, of-
fering low-maintenance coastal living.

Ideal living; perfect location

This beautifully presented beachside
home is within walking distance of Cow-
es’ beach and town centre.

Perfectly positioned in a quiet court,
this immaculate single-level home offers
exceptional convenience and easy living.

Bathed in natural light, the home fea-
tures a north-facing entertaining area
ideal for relaxed indoor-outdoor living.
Boasting three generous bedrooms (in-
cluding a master with ensuite), two well-
appointed bathrooms, and a double ga-

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

rage with internal access, this home is as
practical as it is stylish.

Set over a single level for ultimate
ease of living, the property is exception-
ally well presented, offering low-main-
tenance coastal living without compro-
mise.

Address: 19 Blue Gum Court, Cowes

Price: $670,000 to $710,000

Contact: Kendall 0'Garey,

First National Phillip Island, 0410 595 130
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20 CYPRESS BEACH
$670,000 TO $ 710,000

This original beach house is set in the perfect
location with a north facing living area which is

ideal for entertaining family and friends. Easy

access to Red Rocks beach is a huge feature for all
generations, the perfect way to start or finish the day.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD 0412 712 034

35 HOMER STREET, COWES
$640,000 TO $ 660,000

This low maintenance home has all the bases
covered, set over a single level with ample room to
have boat or caravan even both. The high ceilings
create a warm and inviting setting with a rear deck
which is perfect for entertaining family and friends.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD 0412 712 034

12 HONEYEATER DRIVE, SILVERLEAVES
$825,000

Nestled in a quiet pocket just a short stroll to the
Silverleaves General Store and Golf Course, this
home offers the perfect retreat for permanent
living or a relaxing holiday getaway. Spacious, fully
fenced yard ideal for children and pets.

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY 0410 595 130

335 SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES
$349,000

Whether your dreaming of building your forever
home, a coastal retreat, or a smart investment, this
blank canvas offers the perfect foundation. Ready
to build on now all services available, close to all
local amenities.

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY 0410 595 130

MORE STOCK URGENTLY NEEDED.

56-58 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES
PH: 03 5952 3922

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
INFO@PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
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NEWS

Celebration for Member for Monash

POLITICS

An ecstatic group of supporters
welcomed Mary Aldred to a din-
ner at the Wonthaggi Golf Club
last month, as she takes on her
new role of Federal MP for the
people of Monash, which takes
in Phillip Island, San Remo, Bass
and South Gippsland.

The dinner, organised by Lib-
eral Party branch members from
across the electorate, was held to
congratulate Mary on her victo-
ry, and to pledge ongoing support
throughout the parliamentary
term ahead.

MC Alan Brown, a former
State Liberal leader, described
Mary’s win as far from a fore-
gone conclusion, in the face of
fierce and very well-resourced
opposition.

The fact she prevailed was
due to the hard work she put in
over an 18-month period, during
which she resigned from a senior

position with Fujitsu, to cam-
paign in the run up to the elec-
tion, he said.

“She worked day and night,
with no pay, out on her own,
to get her message across. The
commitment she gave was total.
She put it all on the line, giving
everything she had, and was in-
spirational in her candidacy,” Mr
Brown said.

The end result, after a nail-bit-
ing fortnight, was a win by 8300
votes on a two party preferred
basis. Mary now holds the saf-
est Liberal seat in Victoria, and
Monash was the only Federal seat
not to register a swing against the
Liberal Party.

Recognising the resounding
defeat of the Liberal Party at the
election, and as one of only seven
Liberal female lower house mem-
bers now sitting in the Federal
Parliament, Mary said it is very
clear to her that more female Lib-
eral representation is vital, be it in

state or federal parliament, in the
interests of better government.

She told those gathered
that her number one priority
is to stand up for the people of
Monash, and for the people of
Australia.

She spoke of the power of be-
ing part of a team, to achieve re-
sults for constituents, in relation
to their particular needs, and
pledged a laser focus on getting
things done for the benefit of the
region. As the founding CEO of
the Committee for Gippsland, a
leading industry voice to govern-
ment, Mary said she is aware of
the issues confronting small busi-
nesses, and is keen to tackle these.

“If there is something you
would like to discuss or ask, please
don’t hesitate to contact me,” is her
message to constituents.

Mary’s Monash electoral of-
fice has recently opened and is
located at 46C Albert Street War-
ragul. Phone: 03 5614 3600.

SPORT

Midweek bowl winners were Shirley Corcoran (L), Michael Dady (S) and Robyn
Dahl (3). More photos at pisra.com.au/sport

Out on the green

MIDWEEK BOWLS

Quite a few of our family of bowl-
ers turned up at Lang Lang to
once again, fight it out for players
of the day.

John and Bev and Vern signed
us in while Marianne ensured
all the visitors were looked after
with hot drinks and biscuits.

Once we were all assigned
teams we went out to the green
and were welcomed with rain.
Luckily this didn’t last too long so
we had a great morning of bowls.

Then after lunch the game
was still great fun but with the
increase of the wind the greens
seemed to fight against the bowls
and the temperature seemed to
drop to pretty much freezing con-
ditions. Lots of fun though across
all the rinks.

Not a lot of wrong bias bowls
but a few of bowls looked some-
what suspect, but on examina-
tion were just “off target”.

Winners on 37 points were:
Shirley Corcoran (L), Michael
Dady (S) and Robyn Dahl (3).

Runner up winners on 34
points were: Ron Hughes (2), Raff
Merante (3), Chris Sharpe (L) and
Phil Nielson (S).

Best one game winners on 19
points were: Luke Monckton (3),
John Williams (S) and Bob Ar-
nold (L).

A big thank you to Marianne
for all her hard work in the bar
as well as the Kkitchen. Also, to
John and Laurie for clearing up
outside, as well as Marianne and
Colin for all their work in the
kitchen and clubroom.

This week the team will be
meeting up at Loch and District
Bowls club to once again fight it
out for players of the week.

Please, be on site by 10am as
the numbers are getting quite
high and if you are in after the
books are full then you may have
to miss out.

Red Rocks results
GOLF

Saturday, July 19

Pro Stroke

Winner: Rob Stead (16) +2.
Runner up: Anthony Fradkin
(16) +4 C/B.

NTP: 16 John Kneebone.

Putting Comp
David Pearce 34 putts.
Rob Stead 34 putts.

Sunday, July 20

Stableford

Winner: Steve Wurt (6) 39 points.
Runner up: Ian Murray (19) 38
points.

NTP: 1 Steve Wurt, 18 Daniel Rutter.

CARDS

Bridge
results

Monday July 14: Duplicate Bridge 5 1/2 Tables:
Lorrie Read and Neville Chapman 1st, 57.06 per
cent. Power off Wednesday, so no Bridge.

Mary Aldred (centre) with Phillip Island supporters from left: Julian Glynn, Lau-
rie Litaize, Pam Cameron, Bob Woods, Chris Woods, Maddie Baker, Robert Clarke
(former Liberal Government Victorian Attorney General) and Christine Thomas.
Seated: Melva Smith and Liz Van Vliet Hays.

Basketball
and tennis
get the grants

SPORTS FUNDING

Phillip Island’s Basketball As-
sociation and the Rhyll Ten-
nis Club both received funding
from the State Government in
the latest round of the Sporting
Club Grants Program

Phillip Island and District
Basketball Association received
a grant of $1000 to replace ju-
nior singlets and basketballs.

The Rhyll Tennis Club’s $990
grant is for uniforms and equip-
ment and pickleball equipment.

The two grants were among
the 827 grants for sports clubs
across the state, announced last

week by the Acting Minister PhillipIsland and District Basketball Association received $1000 to replace
Jjunior singlets and basketballs through the latest round of the Sporting Club
Grants Program, while the Rhyll Tennis Club received $990.

for Community Sport Gayle
Tierney.

Results

GOLF

Tuesday July 15

Men’s 18H Stroke Monthly Medal
Overall winner: Steven Sloss (11)
71 C/B.

A Grade winner: A-1 Steven Sloss
(11) 71 C/B.

Winner A-2: Ian Smith (10) 72.

B Grade winner: B-1 Mitch Dickie
(14) 71.

B-2 winner: Greg Hyndman (14)
72 C/B.

C Grade winner:
O’Brien (35) 71.

C-2 winner: Carl Russo (26) 74 C/B.
BDL to 75 C/B.

NTP: 5th Michael Taylor, 7th Ian
Barnes, 10th Anthony Shannon
and 17th Gino Manfredi.

Men’s 9H Stableford

Overall winner: John Withington
(25) 20 pts from Neil Dewar (34)
18 pts.

BDL to 17 pts.

Wednesday July 16

Women’s 18H Stroke

Monthly Medal

Overall winner: Emma Hall (4) 70.
A Grade winner: A-1 Emma Hall
) 70.

B-1 winner: Jane Sellenger (32) 75.
BDL to 79 C/B.

NTP: 5th and 7th Cathy Jones, 10th

C-1 Mitch

from the green

Kaye Beaton, 17th Emma Hall.

Women'’s Stableford 9H

Overall winner: Sarah Gordon
(44) 21 pts from Pamela Williams
(38) 16 pts C/B.

Thursday July 17

Open Stableford 18H

Overall winner: Heath Grace (13)
43 pts.

A Grade winner: A-1 Craig O’Neil
(12) 42 pts.

A-2 winner: Ron Young (12) 40 pts.
B Grade winner: B-1 Heath Grace
(13) 43 pts.

B-2 winner: Rob Davison (14) 36 pts.
C Grade winner: C-1 Jeffrey Sell-
enger (20) 37 pts.

C-2 winner: Steven Mclntyre (19)
36 pts C/B.

BDL to 33 pts C/B.

NTP: 5th Scott Lethbridge, 7th
Peter Ablett, 10th Ron Young and
17th Anthony Shannon.

Great score: Ron Young hole in
one on the 10th.

Men’s 9H Stableford

Overall winner: Neil Delwar (32)
20pts from Basil Moloney (15) 19 pts.
BDL to 16 pts C/B.

Saturday July 19
Men’s Comp Stableford 18H
Overall winner: John McCaffrey

(33) 41.

A Grade winner: A-1 Ben Walsh
) 37.

A-2 winner: Andrew Hewett (9) 36.
B Grade winners: B-1 Steve Reg-
nier (15) 39

B-2 winner: Max Disher (17) 35 C/B.
C Grade winner: C-1 John Mc-
Caffrey (33) 41.

C-2 winner: John Shaw (32) 36
C/B.

BDL to 32 C/B.

NTP: 5th Lawrence Ferrari, 7th
Glenn Paterson, 10th Adrian
O’Gorman and 17th Brady Ross.

Women’s 18H Stableford

Overall winner: Lesley Meadow-
croft (13) 35 pts from Helen Cogh-
lan (16) 33 pts.

BDL to 30 pts C/B.

NTP: 5th Karen Green, 7th Jea-
nette Diss, 10th Rhonda Boyd
and 17th Emma Hall.

9H Stableford

Winner: Basil Moloney (16) 18 pts
from Harold Jackson (40) 17 pts.
BDL: 14 pts.

Sunday July 20
18H Stableford

Overall winners: James Bain (9)
36 pts from Hary Bentley (11) 35
pts C/B.

BDL.: to 33 pts C/B.



SPORT

U15 soccer girls had a great match against Korumburra City ending in a draw.

Breakers sizzle in chilly weekend matches

SOCCER

Us1s Girls

If their previous meet was any-
thing to go by, Sunday’s match
against Korumburra City was
always going to be a tight contest.

Taking control early and keep-
ing the ball predominantly in
their forward for the first half, the
Breakers engaged their passages
of play with precise and intense
focus.

However, it was not until just
over halfway into the first half
that Hannah backed herself and
took the ball for a run down the
pitch, effortlessly slotting the ball
past the outstretched City keeper.

Intensity increased, yet the
Breakers defence, comprising of
Talia, Lily T, Lily J and Mia, were
able to ensure that ball stayed
clear of their goalkeeper Tamsin.

Closing in on the half-time
whistle, Ava was able to sneak a
shot at goal amidst some strong
tackles.

City was quick off the mark in
the second half getting one back
on the home team, with a high
flier well over the head of Talia
holding calm in goal.

Standing strong, the Break-
ers showed some real pressure
moments, putting some of their
training hustles into action.

With a bit of to and fro be-
tween each end, City was able to
even the score late in the second
half. A draw at the final whistle,
another close one for these even-
ly contested teams.

It has really been amazing
seeing the growing confidence of
players in this team.

From holding ground, to inter-
cepts, to chasing down balls, the
desire and hunger is golden and
moments that are cherished from
the cheering spectators. Go girls.

U14 Stingrays

The Ul4 Stingrays turned on
the style on Sunday, deliver-
ing a sizzling 16-0 victory over
Lang Lang in what can only be
described as a goal-scoring bo-
nanza.

Playing a new 4-4-2 formation,
the team embraced the change and
absolutely thrived, passing beau-
tifully, taking on new roles, and
having a whole lot of fun in the
process.

Callum kicked things off with
a cracking goal after a perfect
setup from Hunter.

Ferg followed up with a con-
fident finish before Cooper
pounced for a quick third.

The goals kept coming: Ben
nailed one after a lovely pass
from Kaylan, Jackson bagged a
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U14 Stingray were on fire against Lang Lang, in a game described as a goal

scoring bonanza.

double and Blair slotted a well-
deserved goal of his own.

Bailey showed grit and calm
under pressure to get two on the
board, including a sweeping fin-
ish while Kavish and Harvey also
joined the party.

Ferg couldn’t be stopped, end-
ing the day with an incredible
four-goal haul. The team took full
advantage of the chance to try
different positions.

Manny even stepped out of
goals for a run in the field, with
Callum taking the gloves for the
second half. The back four held
strong, the midfield delivered
sharp link-up play, and the for-
wards made it count.

It rained goals for a team who
have worked hard all season to
find their rhythm. A top-tier per-
formance from a Stingrays side
hitting their stride at just the right
time.

Final Score: Stingrays 16 — Lang
Lang 0.

Goals: Ferg 4, Bailey, Jackson,
Callum, Cooper and Ben 2, Blair,
Kavish and Harvey 1.

U14 mixed

There is no better way to begin a
Sunday morning than to watch
the mighty Ul4 mixed-team win.

Despite a slow start on yet an-
other chilly morning, the team
displayed some exceptional skills
(testament to the extra training
the team has committed to of
late).

As the team began to build,
there were some lovely passes
from Blake to Levi while An-
gus made sure he was available
whenever needed. Breakers
started the scoring with a lovely
pass from Hannah to Rueben less
than five minutes after Rueben
was subbed onto the field.

Next, James took an excep-

tional corner to score the second
goal of the day. Again, the ever-
reliable duo, James assisted Rue-
ben to score the third goal before
half time.

Both teams started the second
half with grit and determination
and Korumburra scored two
quick goals taking the scoreline
to 3-2.

In response, James chipped it
in over the goalie’s head to ensure
the Breakers maintained their
lead. Korumburra tried to come
back only to be intercepted by
Zac to deny them.

With the taste of success brew-
ing, Georgia scored a ripper after
passing all the Korumburra de-
fenders to score the fifth goal for
Breakers. Korumburra did not go
down without a fight and replied
to bring the final score to 5-3.

A wonderful display of football
growth and determination from
the team. Players and coaches
should be proud.

U12A

A solid performance from Phillip
Island Ul12A team against Ko-
rumburra on the weekend. Some
wonderful teamwork showed
throughout the game and positiv-
ity from both sides.

There were some great goals
scored throughout the game and
some excellent team goals with
lots of passing in the build-up.
Final Score: Phillip Island 15 — Ko-
rumburra 1.

Goals: Harry 3, Henry, Darcy,
Wes and Elliott 2, Marlo, Flynn,
Ryder and Kelsey 1.

Special mention to the team
for supporting Kelsey and Elliott
to get their first goals of the sea-
son.

Korumburra did really well,
and Liam scored their goal with
a long-range chip.

Diego Monteirao (right) with coach Carlos Viera at the IBJJF Asian Jiu-Jitsu
Championship, where he took out second place in the Master 2 White Belt divi-
sion over 80kg, competing against athletes from across the continent.

Local Jiu-Jitsu champ
on the podium

JUI-JITSU

The IBJJF Asian Jiu-Jitsu Cham-
pionship is one of the most re-
spected and competitive tourna-
ments in Asia, organised by the
International Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
Federation (IBJJF).

This year’s championship
took place from June 19 to June
22, at the Chiba Port Arena in
Chiba, Japan and Phillip Is-
land’s Diego Monteiro shone
on the world stage, competing
against athletes from across the
continent.

Diego entered the Master 2
White Belt division over 80kg.
He was accompanied to the
tournament by his coach Carlos
Viera, representing his academy

CIA Paulista Australia.

After a series of challenging
matches against Japanese op-
ponents, Diego took out second
place, saying “I embraced the true
spirit of Jiu-Jitsu; respect, cour-
age and continuous growth”.

Diego said competing in a
major international tournament
was about “more than chasing
medals”.

“It is about gaining valuable
experience under pressure,
learning from every exchange,
being part of the Jiu-Jitsu com-
munity, and developing a strong,
critical sense of my inner self.

“Every fight, win or lose,
contributes to the evolution of
Jiu-Jitsu in Asia and around the
world,” he said.

IBJJF Asian Jiu-Jitsu Championship took place from June 19 to June 22 in
Japan. Phillip Island’s Diego Monteiro came second in the Master 2 White Belt

division over 80kg.

Round 12 soccer results

SOCCER

Senior Men’s: Phillip Island
Breakers 4 d Korumburra
City 0.

Senior Women'’s: Phillip Island
Breakers 7 d Korumburra City
0.

Men’s Reserves: Phillip Island
Breakers 14 d Korumburra
City 0.

Under 17 Mixed: Phillip Island
Breakers 1 drew Korumburra
City 1.

Under 15 Girls: Phillip Island

Breakers 2 drew Korumburra
City 2.

Under 14 Mixed: Phillip Island
Penguins 5 d Korumburra City
3 and Phillip Island Stingrays
16 d Lang Lang United 0.
Under 12 Girls: Phillip Island
Breakers 7 d Korumburra City
1.

Under 12A Mixed: Phillip Is-
land Breakers 7 d Korumburra
City 1.

Under 12B Mixed: Phillip Is-
land Stingrays 7 d Leongatha
Knights White 3.
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A splashing finish to
the holidays for SGB

SWIMMING

It was a busy end to the school
holidays for the 27 SGB swim-
mers competing at the Traral-
gon Doc Shop cup on Sunday at
the Regional Aquatic Centre.

The majority of the team rac-
ing were competing for qualify-
ing times at next month’s short
course Country Championships
and there were several happy
swimmers, adding more swims
to their events list.

The longer distance events
were run as mixed events so
swimmers got to race against
their training partners to see
who got to claim bragging
rights.

Coach Dylan was pleased
with their efforts.

“They have swum really
well and I'm really looking for-
ward to watching them compete
against regional Victoria’s best
in Bendigo in a couple of weeks.”

It's all smiles for the SGB swimmers Billy Fisher, Bec Barclay, Bel Croatto, Penny
Carruthers, Daisy Giliam-Rodda, Amalia Lofgren and Jordan Gallicchio.

Several SGB swimmers end-
ed up in the hot heats, where the
winner of the heat won a prize.

This was fiercely contested,
especially by sisters Bel and
Emily Croatto who finished with
three second PBs and 0.4 of a

second between them.

This week is the last chance
to swim a qualifying time for the
Country Championships, with
the club hosting a home meet at
the pool in Leongatha on Sun-
day.

Seen here at the Victorian Longboard titles in May, a contingent from Phillip
Island are competing in the Australian Surf Championships on the Tweed Coast
this week. From left: Graeme Burgan, Sian Adnam, Jacquie Chambers, Natalie
Van Der Heyden and Ebony Maier. Photo: Andrew Lidsey @bunpix

Island longboarders head north

SURFING

A group of Phillip Island surfers
have headed north to compete
in the Longboard division of the
Australian Surf Championships
on the Tweed Coast between
July 22-27.

The 31-strong Victorian Long-
board team includes five Phillip
Islanders: Ebony Maier and Nat-
alie van der Hayden competing
in the Open Women category,
Jacquie Chambers in Over 50
Women, Sian Adnam in Over 50
Women and over 60 Women, and
Graeme Burgan in Over 70 Men.

“Good luck to all Victorians
competing in the event over the
coming weeks” said Surfing

Victoria CEO Adam Robertson.

“Longboarding is going from
strength to strength in Victoria
and we are proud to have one
of the strongest pathways for
longboard surfing in the coun-
try. The representative team
that goes to the Australian Surf
Championships each year is a
key part of that, and I look for-
ward to following the results.”

Live scores and results can be
followed online via australians-
urfchampionships.com

For more information, please
visit australiansurfchampion-
ships.com/longboard.

Entry to the Australian Long-
board Titles is by state qualifica-
tion or invitation as a wildcard.

Killy Bass faces strong Cora Lynn

NETBALL

A Grade

Killy Bass put on a great effort
against a solid Cora Lynn team.

The girls had a great start and
kept Cora Lynn on their toes.

The girls adjusted to the con-
ditions and played for each other.

The full court defence stepped
up this week but couldn’t get
them over the line for the win.
Best on: Grace Rand.

B Grade
It was a windy day on the court
at Cora Lynn this week.

Unfortunately for Bass the
conditions didn’t work in the
girls’ favour as they faced a
strong Cora Lynn side.

The breeze made passing
tricky and Cora Lynn’s shooters
made the most of their chances,
rarely missing.

Bass’ defenders, Liz, Esther
and Ally, worked hard all game
and made the most of every op-
portunity to intercept floating
passes, despite the pressure
from Cora Lynn’s sharp shoot-
ers.

In the midcourt, Kira and
Kiara gave it their all, running
tirelessly and keeping the ball
moving.

Up front, our rotating shoot-
ers Kylie, Bell and Ciara faced
a tough and physical contest but
held their ground well and kept
the scoreboard ticking over.

Killy Bass couldn’t quite bring
home the win for Kylie’s birth-
day this week but are proud of
the effort and looking forward
to bouncing back next week.

C Grade

Kilcunda Bass showed strong
defensive efforts in their match
against Cora Lynn, creating
plenty of turnovers and applying
consistent pressure.
Unfortunately, windy condi-
tions made shooting difficult,
and their pass placement let
them down at key moments.
These errors proved costly,
as the team struggled to convert
defensive gains into goals.
Despite the loss, the team
showed great fight and will look
to improve on their connections
moving forward.
Best on: Alice Mabilia and Phoe-
be Steendam.

D Grade

In very trying, windy conditions,
the Kilcunda Bass girls got off
to another slow start, unable to
convert the first centre pass.

The team battled through the
first quarter, but a few costly
mistakes saw them go down by
six goals early.

The girls reset at quarter time
and really brought the game to a
strong Cora Lynn side through-
out the second and third quar-
ters, working hard to close the
gap.

Heading into the final term
Killy had reduced the margin to
just four goals and were right in
the contest.

However, in the fourth quar-
ter, Cora Lynn pulled away once
again to take the win, with a fi-
nal score of Cora Lynn 33 to Kil-
cunda Bass 20.

An all-round great -effort
from everyone on court, the girls

U15s GH Paige OBrien.

never dropped their heads and
fought hard for the most part.

Best wishes and a speedy re-
covery to Jess, who sustained an
injury early in the game.

Best on court, receiving the
Grantville Foodworks voucher:
Kim Pike.

u1iz
Cora-Lynn defeated Kilcunda-
Bass 61-8.

Despite the score, everyone
played well and the team were
getting around each other.

The defence end had a tough
run, however persisted through-
out the game and didn’t give up.

The mid-court and attack-
ing end worked well together to
move the ball down and help out
the defenders where they could.

In the second half, Killy
mixed up positions and had a
fun run.

Regardless of the score, it was
a good and fun game.

Ul1s WA Zeally Effernberg.

Best on court went to Alana
Dakin and Maisie Van der Walt.

u1s

Killy Bass knew this game was
going to be a tough one so went
into it with a plan to make some
changes and try out some differ-
ent combinations and that’s ex-
actly what the team did.

The girls gave it their best and
the score did not reflect their ef-
forts out on court.

Some good playing combos
were put into place and they
will take them into the next few
weeks, put the best foot forward
and keep working hard to stay
in finals contention.

As a coach I am proud of the
girls for never giving up and
keeping their heads held high and
always supporting each other.

Onwards and upwards for us
from here.

Best on: Ciara Santorini and
Maya Andersen.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31 | HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK. LOW TIDE IS MARKED IN RED.

WED 23 JUL THU 24 JUL

@ FRI25JUL

SAT 26 JUL SUN 27 JUL

MON 28 JUL

TUE 29 JUL

ui3

Facing the top team in the com-
petition was always going to be
a challenge, and the well-drilled,
disciplined Cora Lynn side
proved too strong.

In the final quarter, the team
mixed things up with a few po-
sitional changes, the girls had
fun and their smiles remained
as they walked off the court at
the end of the game.

Killy Bass look forward
to seeing what this team can
achieve as they meet Phillip Is-
land next week.

With no main awards, the
much-loved Babes Chocky
Awards went to Summer Chris-
tian and Claire Feehan.

u1

In windy conditions it was a re-
ally challenging game for the
kids who are still learning a lot
of the basics.

Cora Lynn are very well
drilled team with exceptional
skills for their age and unfortu-
nately for the team they just ran
away with the game.

Killy Bass had some great
individual performances where
some of the kids used skills that
were practiced at training.

Others proceeded to lead
into the space and lead onto the
ball but scoring today proved
difficult in the windy condi-
tions and with such a fierce op-
position.

The girls tried their hearts
out all game and as always left
the court all smiles.

Best on: Matilda.
Maccas award: Molly.

PHILLIP
ISLAND
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2:52 am
2.66 m
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NEW & USED BOAT SALES
14 Beach Road, Rhyll
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Tough tussle against
Inverloch for KB juniors

FOOTBALL
ui4

The first quarter was neck and
neck with both teams moving
the ball well from end to end.

Inverloch going into the sec-
ond with a narrow lead.

The second was much the
same, Inverloch extending their
lead by one point.

The third was much tougher
with Inverloch capitalising on
Killy Bass mistakes and taking
a three-goal lead into the last.

The boys came out and kicked
two quick goals putting us right
back in it.

Keeping the opposition score-
less in the last and kicking three
goals was a great effort.

Keep up the hard work and

success will come.
Awards: Justin Braumann-Hall,
Cooper Brown, Travis Hockley,
Kayden Webber, Dominik Acu-
na and Harrison.

u12

It was a tough day at the office
for Kilcunda Bass Ul2 team, as
they came up against a well-
drilled and determined opposi-
tion in Inverloch.

Inverloch was switched on
from the first bounce and made
their intent clear early, outplay-
ing Killy in the opening half and
setting the tone for the match.

To the boys’ credit, we showed
a lot more grit and determina-
tion in the second half.

Once Killy Bass found their
rhythm, they started to play
some of the best footy for the
day, moving the ball with more
purpose and linking up well
through the middle.

Unfortunately, the damage
had already been done and while

U14 Hilly Bass awards (from left): Kayden Webber, Travis Hockley, Justin Brau-

mann Hall and Cooper Brown.

the boys clawed back some mo-
mentum, it was too little too late.

Clancy Quinlan and Max
Milner led from the front, work-
ing tirelessly all day and setting
a great example with their effort
and composure.

Alfie Russo and Bailey Pool
were also key contributors, reg-
ularly pushing the ball forward
and giving the team chances to
hit the scoreboard.

Rory Nicholas, Jack Caffrey,
Chaze Poulton and Miles Leary
provided strong, consistent ef-
forts across the ground, show-
ing plenty of heart.

Meanwhile, Levi Fisher, Mav-
erick Loughridge, Austin Ben-
nett, Spencer Sunderland and
Darby Quinlan kept cracking in
and didn’t stop trying all game,
great resilience from all of them.

Goals: Jack Caffrey and Max
Milner.

Best Players: Clancy Quinlan, Max
Milner, Alfie Russo, Bailey Pool,
Rory Nicholas and Jack Caffrey.
Awards: Austin Bennett, Levi
Fisher, Darby Quinlan and
Spencer Sunderland.

u10

Sunday, saw the young U10 Pan-
thers take on Inverloch at home.
In what was a really even con-
test all day, the kids played with
great energy and their pressure
was amazing for four quarters.

Each week the kids keep im-
proving and are really coming
together as a team.

With three games remaining
Killy Bass are looking forward
to seeing what the rest of the
season brings.

Derby Day for the pups

From page 24

U10 Blue v Red
The future of the Phillip Island
Bulldogs was on full display this
weekend as the junior Red and
Blue teams faced off in a spirited
intra-club match.

Despite a cool eight-degree
morning, the action on the field
was hot from the first bounce in
a game that showcased tenac-
ity, teamwork and a thrilling
change of momentum.

The first half was a tale of
Red team pressure.

From the outset, the Red side
dominated possession, keeping
the ball locked in their forward
50 for long stretches.

The Blue team’s defence was
tested early and often, but they
held firm with standout efforts,
consistently in the right place to
intercept and clear the ball.

After a tough, contested
struggle, Red’s persistence paid
off with a goal, giving them a
well-earned lead heading into
the later quarters.

While the Red team managed
another quick goal after the
main break, the tide began to
turn in the final term.

In a dramatic shift, the fourth
quarter was all Phillip Island
Blue.

Finding another gear, the
Blue side took control of the con-
test, surging into their forward
50 on at least five separate occa-
sions and putting the Red team’s
defenders under immense pres-
sure.

The match was marked by
fierce tackling and relentless ef-
fort from players on both sides.

Blue’s Harper Dykes was a
force in the packs, while Red’s
Quil Edwards took several cru-

cial marks to stem the Blue tide,
both deserving winners of the
Beau Vernon Medal.

As the final siren sounded,
both teams were cheered from
the ground for a contest that
highlighted the club’s devel-
oping talent and great sports-
manship, capped by a roaring
rendition of the club song as
both teams joined forces on
the field.

The game was a fantastic
display of junior football, prov-
ing the future looks bright at the
Kennel.

U10 Blue, Beau Vernon Medal:
Harper Dykes.

Awards: Kody Sheers, Judd
Lock, Lachie Dallinger and Billy
Kimber.

U10 Red, Beau Vernon Medal:
Quil Edwards.

Awards: Levi Dedrick, Xander
Janssen and Mason O’Connor.

H .
FOOTBALL

Seniors
Windy conditions down at Cora
Lynn this week.

Kicking against the strong
wind in the first quarter, the
boys defended well, limiting the
opposition to just three goals.

The next three quarters were
hard work, and despite our best
efforts, we were beaten on the day.

We’ll look to bounce back
next week against Phillip Island.

Reserves

Another tough week for the re-
serves.

ly Bass head to Cora Lynn

Despite another defeat, our
boys put in a massive effort.

They battled hard all day and
put pressure on the ball carrier
every contest.

It was a gritty performance,
which impressed our supporters.

We look forward to the clash
with the Island next week.

Olivia Holmes with Coach Justin Tilley. Olivia had a standout performance in the
U16 match and was awarded the Beau Vernon Medal.

Sun shines on
Bulldogs' big win

FOOTBALL

u16 Girls
It was a beautiful day on Phillip
Island as the Bulldogs U16 Girls
took to the field against War-
ranor and they certainly didn’t
disappoint.

With blue skies and a strong
home crowd behind them, the
girls put on a great display of
footy, taking the win 56 to 23.

The standout on the day was
Olivia Holmes, who Kkicked a
brilliant five goals and was
awarded the Beau Vernon Med-
al for best on ground.

Olivia worked hard all over
the ground and showed great
leadership, especially inside 50.

There were strong efforts
right across the team.

Bethany Grenness was sol-
id through the midfield, Piper
Nicolaci kicked two goals and
Jasmine Trapnell was also
strong in the forward, Kkicking
a valuable goal for the Bulldogs.

Sadie Davies pushed forward,
Stella Tilley, Mia Ward, Tess Ri-
cardo and Georgia Niven were
strong in the back line while
Ruby Kent and Mackenzie May
helped keep Warranor quiet
with strong defensive pressure.

Coach Justin Tilley said it was
one of their best games of the year.

“The girls played for each oth-
er. They backed themselves in,
and it really paid off. I'm proud
of the effort from all players.”

It was a great day of footy on
the island and the Bulldogs are
showing they’re a team to watch
as finals approach.

Final Score: Phillip Island 8.8.56
defeated Warranor 3.5.23.

Best: Olivia Holmes (Beau Ver-
non Medal), Bethany Grenness,

Captain Ellie Hughes was presented
with Beau Vernon Award in the U14
Girls match.

Lily Bow, Gisele Smith, Mia
Ward and Stella Tilley.

Goals: Olivia Holmes 5, Piper
Nicolaci 2 and Jasmine Trapnell 1.

u14 Girls

Despite the scoreboard, the Phil-
lip Island Ul4 girls showed in-
credible spirit and determination
in their clash against Inverloch.

Captain Ellie Hughes led by
example, attacking every con-
test and was deservedly award-
ed the Beau Vernon Medal.

The girls had several promising
opportunities but were just unable
to convert in the final metres.

Hazel impressed with her re-
lentless on-ball pressure, while
Hailey’s work in defence and
midfield was tireless.

Sera gave her all in every po-
sition she played and Holly’s run
and carry helped move the ball
into the right areas.

The team’s resilience reflects
ayoung group growing stronger
each week.

Final Score: Phillip Island 0 def
by Inverloch 75.

-

Phillip Island RSL has donated a much-needed marquee to the Phillip Island
Football Netball Club. Chris Ross, PIFNC President, was very pleased to
receive the generous donation from Peter Paul, Phillip Island RSL president.

J
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U14 Beau Vernon medal winners from left: Zane Larson (Red team) and Taj

Piera (Blue team).

U12 Beau Vernon medal winners from left: Kas Scheibel (Blue team) and

Fletcher Hennessy (Red team).

Derby Day for the pups

FOOTBALL
U14 Blue v Red

Another sunny Sunday wel-
comed both sides to the Kennel.

For the Blues it was a
chance to continue their good
form and for the Reds it was
an opportunity to prove them-
selves after the disappointing
effort in the first derby.

Both teams were missing a
couple of players due to injury,
illness and holidays, so were
ably bolstered by the keen un-
der 12 players.

The first quarter saw the
Blues jump out of the blocks
with a goal through some
slick ball movement.

Red dug in and were win-
ning a lot of the ball through
the middle but were unable to
capitalise in front of goal.

After some great tackling
pressure Red put one through
the big sticks to go into quar-
ter time practically level.

The Red team were deter-
mined to put in a great effort,
and this is exactly what they
did.

Unfortunately, they
couldn’t convert on the score-
board due mainly to the excel-
lent work of the Blue team’s
back half.

Once they had absorbed
what Red could throw at
them, they were able to coun-
terattack with great accuracy
and speed.

The waves of players mov-
ing up the ground proved too
much for the Red backs and
were able to put on three goals
for the quarter.

An early goal to Blue in the
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9772200100002
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U10 Beau Vernon medal winners from left: Quil Edwards (Red team) and

Harper Dykes (Blue team).

third and you could see the
game getting away from Red.

However, they didn’t give
in and at times had the lion’s
share of the play.

With a little more poise in
front of goal the Red team
would have been able to put
some scoreboard pressure on
their opponents.

The Blue team had played
well to go into the last quarter
with a healthy lead and the
Red team would need a lot to
go right to close the gap.

It would prove to be a
bridge too far for Red as they
continued to battle through

the last quarter.

Both teams traded goals
in the last with the final siren
seeing the Blue team run out
victors by four goals.

Blue 6.5.41 def Red 2.5.17.

As always, the game was
played in the right spirit and
shows why the Bulldog pups
are the envy of many teams
within the district.

Well done to all the volun-
teers that make these days a
highlight of the football cal-
endar.

Each team is awarded a
Beau Vernon medal which
values determination, bravery

and skill.

Blue’s recipient was Taj
Piera and Red’s was Zane
Larsson. Both players had ex-
cellent games.

U12 Blue v Red

It was a fantastic day for footy
asour U12 Mixed teams battled
it out in the annual Beau Ver-
non Medal Round - a special
round recognising players who
embody courage, mateship,
discipline, and enjoyment.

In a high-energy local
derby, U12 Blue came out fir-
ing with strong team play and
accuracy up forward, holding
off a determined Red team to
claim a 16-point win.

Final Score: Phillip Island
Blue 5.7 (37) defeated Phillip
Island Red 3.3 (21).

Beau Vernon Medal Win-
ners: Kash Scheibel (Blue),
Fletcher Hennessy (Red).

Both players showed out-

standing leadership, effort,
and sportsmanship - true
Bulldogs spirit!

Best players Ul2 Blue:

Fletcher Hennessy, Taj Hen-
zen, Jasper Goodall, Izaac
Naarden and Billy Easton.

Best players Ul2 Red: Kash
Scheibel, Oliver Hellmuth-
Pask, Sam Martindale, Yadin
Kershaw, Noah Hollings and
Jett Fawaz.

Huge congratulations to all
players and coaches for a bril-
liant display of junior footy.
What a way to celebrate a
round that means so much to
the club.

Read Ul2 Blue report on-
line at pisra.com.au/sport

Continued page 23

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO
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ALEX sCOTT
AND 5TAFF

COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave

5952 2633

85 GRAMPIAN BOULEVARD, COWES

Est.1886

* Well appointed kitchen, two living areas, well
maintained established gardens on a fully fenced
allotment

» Situated in Whytesands Estate, walking distance
to beaches and all Cowes has to offer

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 car garage

NEW PRICE - $760,000

100 GRAMPIAN BOULEVARD, COWES

* Featuring two inviting living spaces, hostess
kitchen with stone bench tops, wood heater and
split systems

* Stunning undercover outdoor area leading to a
private & peaceful backyard

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 car garage

$789,000

1/2-4 WARLEY AVENUE, COWES

* Amazing location just steps away from
The Esplanade, Cowes front beach, restaurants
and shops

* Light & bright open plan living leading to outdoor
alfresco area

* 2 bedrooms/| bathroom/2 car spaces

$599,000

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade

5678 5408

1/13 OCEAN GROVE, SAN REMO

* Perfectly positioned 2-bedroom, |-bathroom,
single level unit with single garage

* Fully fenced north facing courtyard

* Short walk to beach and 10-minute walk to
foreshore shopping strip

$480,000

17 WONTHAGGI CRESCENT, SAN REMO

* Expansive 4-bedroom, 3-bathroom coastal retreat
that sits privately in a peaceful cul-de-sac

* Includes 2 living zones, games room and study and
a large 779m? (approx.) allotment

* Short walk to swimming beach and playground

$890,000

www.alexscott.com.au
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