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P H I L L I P  I S L A N D  &  S A N  R E M O

A sigh of relief could be heard 
echoing around Phillip Island as 
this week started with no new cases.

Wastewater testing also failed to 
fi nd any further traces of the virus.

Despite 32 exposure site listings, mi-
raculously the island and San Remo 
appear to have avoided any infections.

Bass Coast Health CEO, Jan Child 
said the community had responded 

strongly to the call for testing and 
it was “really good news” that no 
cases had been detected.

But she said it was still too early 
for celebrations.

“We’re not out of the water un-
til the end of this week … then I’ll 
breathe a sigh of relief.

She said most people who were 
isolating or in quarantine due to vis-

iting an exposure site had now had 
their Day13 test.

To date, all had returned a nega-
tive result.

Ms Child congratulated the com-
munity for its fantastic response to 
the Covid crisis.

“From what I hear, people who are 
isolating or who are in quarantine 
are doing the right thing.

“There’s really low mobility 
around town and there’s good use 
of masks.

“Stopping mobility helps enormous-
ly with the spread of the virus. I think 
everyone has done the right thing.”

She praised local businesses for 
implementing good Covid-safe 
plans and said it was a factor in the 
lack of transmission.

She was also thankful that the 
visitors who tested positive, had 
been diligent with checking in and 
wearing masks.

“We had a lot of things going our 
way,” she said.

No new exposure sites have been 
listed on Phillip Island or in San 
Remo since July 19.

Continued page 6

A sigh of relief

It was a slow and quiet week for many locals, with hundreds in quarantine or isolation after visiting an exposure site in San Remo or on Phillip Island. According to the state’s 
Covid Commander Jeroen Weimar, last week there were over 805 local people isolating or in quarantine. Between July 16 and 19, the list of Tier 1, 2 or 3 exposure sites reached 32, 
including 24 in Cowes. Michelle and Greg Harrison spent 14 days in quarantine. They said it brought them closer as a family, while their daughter Caitlin spent her time on some 
lovely art projects. “Family and friends have been so kind,” said Michelle. “My older sister sent us a grazing plate from Grazing Phillip Island. It made such a difference, so we 
paid it forward by sending one to our grocery collector (Rachel Dafner) and the Post Offi ce who have been working on minimum staff.”

A window 
on quarantine
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A proposed residence to be built on Cowes’ 
renowned Lovers Walk has been rejected for 
a second time.

In June, councillors agreed with shire plan-
ners that a planning permit for a property in 
Charmandene Court – which received seven 
objections – be refused because it failed to 
minimise coastline impact and was at odds 
with neighbourhood character.

The owners of the property since lodged 
revised plans, with councillors at the July 
meeting again voting to reject.

Cr David Rooks said while the owners had 
reduced the building footprint, as well as 

changing the setback and including vegeta-
tion, the changes did not go far enough.

“It still fails,” Cr Rooks said.
“It’s still a bulky build on a residential block.”
He said the planning requirement for 35 

per cent vegetation cover included an ease-
ment.

“It’s not possible to vegetate an easement. 
The intent is wrong and does not comply with 
the amount of vegetation cover required.”

The owners in March took the shire to 
VCAT for a failure to decide on the permit 
within the prescribed statutory timeframe, 
with a VCAT hearing pending.

The shire will now inform VCAT of their 
refusal of the plans.

The permit sought to build one double sto-
rey dwelling in the northern section abutting 
Lovers Walk and a single storey dwelling in 
the south.

Objectors said building rules required the 
replacement of any significant trees that 
had been removed in the 12 months prior to 
a planning application being lodged be re-
planted.

Editor’s note: The publisher of this news-
paper was an objector to the original ap-
plication.

When school went back for term 3 at Cowes 
Primary, a new plan to improve the traffic is-
sues on Settlement Road was implemented.

Officers from Bass Coast Shire Council 
along with Victoria Police were present dur-
ing the first week, prior to lockdown, to keep 
everyone safe as the school community, and 
other drivers, got used to the changes.

Principal Rod McKenzie said drop off and 
collection times were incredibly busy for 
most schools and Cowes Primary was no ex-
ception.

“The new drop-off/collection zone is work-
ing well and significantly improving traffic 
flow on Settlement Road, especially from 
3.30-3.45pm,” he said.

“Parents and carers have followed the plan 
well and been responsive to minor adjust-
ments like allowing children time to get to the 
designated area before arriving for the after-
school collection.”

Mr McKenzie thanked Bass Coast Shire 
Council for their support in helping imple-
ment the new scheme.

“They have worked with the school to help 
educate drivers and pedestrians on all as-
pects of road safety.”

Parents and carers have welcomed the new 
initiative.

Natalie Golluccio regularly picks up her 
seven-year-old grandson from school and 
said the new system was fantastic.

“You don’t have to wait for people turning in 
and out of that small car park.

“I used to have to walk in to get him, be-
cause you’d have to park so far away. Now 

you can just drive up, pick them up and on 
you go.”

She said the drop off area was well super-
vised by staff and the school crossing at-
tendant, so she was less worried about her 
grandson’s safety.

“Before there were people waiting to turn in 
from both sides of the road. This system is so 
much easier and safer.

“I love it. Good on them for doing it.”
Natalie said her only suggestion would be 

to install a shelter at the drop off and pick up 
area, so the children didn’t have to wait in the 
rain.

Taryn van Leeuwen also believes the new 
system has made the school drop off far safer.

She and her daughter, who is in Grade 3 at 
Cowes Primary, ride to school each day, from 
the Thompson Avenue end.

“Now there’s no congestion around the 
roundabout on Thompson Avenue, the IGA or 
Melaleuca Lodge.

“From our end, it’s been magnificent.”
She said the traffic this year has been “so 

scary” she stopped letting her daughter ride 
to school on her own, however with the new 
system, things are a lot calmer.

“It genuinely seems like there is less traffic.”
She also praised the work of the local cross-

ing supervisors, who have helped develop the 
new plan.

“Full credit to Carmel and Julie (the cross-
ing supervisors), for keeping our kids safe.”

Taryn believes the new system will give 
more parents the confidence to let their chil-
dren walk themselves into the school.

She hopes the next improvement will be on 
Thompson Avenue, where students are still 
not using the designated crossing area.

“Over the last 12 months to two years, 
Thompson Avenue has gotten very busy.

“Hopefully they can come up with a solution, 
as at the moment, the kids cross everywhere.

“Most of them cross the road at the IGA, and 
use the traffic island to help get across.

“There’s a crossing on the other side of the 
roundabout, but they don’t use it.”

Improvement
At the end of last term, the school unveiled 

the new plan to try and deal with the increas-
ing traffic issues.

“Since the commencement of 2021, Cowes 
Primary School has been working with Vic-
toria Police, Bass Coast Shire Council and 
crossing supervisors to assess traffic and pe-

destrian movement on Settlement Road and 
identify improvement options,” Mr McKenzie 
said at the time.

The work resulted in a newly identified drop 
off and collection zone on Settlement Road.

The designated area can accommodate up 
to eight cars at a time, which Mr McKenzie 
said would allow for multiple drop-off or col-
lections to occur simultaneously.

The supervised crossing will provide a nat-
ural break in traffic that will support vehicles 
to exit the designated drop-off and collection 
zone.

School traffic plan launched

Lovers Walk plan refused again

The new traffic plan hopes to ease the traffic congestion along Settlement Road during 
school pick up and drop off times, like this scene from earlier this year.
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Give your kids
the best start. 
Enrol in Three-Year-Old Kindergarten now. In 2022, children across Victoria will 
have access to at least fi ve hours a week of funded Three-Year-Old Kindergarten.

Find your local services at vic.gov.au/kinder

Almost 60 per cent of Bass Coast 
Health staff are currently fully 
vaccinated.

According to CEO Jan Child, 56 
per cent of staff have received two 
doses of the vaccine, while 76 per 
cent have received one dose.

She admitted more work needed to 
be done to increase the staff uptake.

“We’ve got a big push on now, 
making sure our staff understand 
how important it is to be vacci-
nated.”

With approximately 880 staff, 
Ms Child said most clinical staff 
were vaccinated, however there 
was some vaccine hesitancy in 
other areas.

“We have such a broad group of 
staff, including cleaners, engineers, 
office workers,” she explained.

“They’re all going to come with 
their different ideas and under-
standing of the vaccine risks.”

Ms Child said many of the staff 
concerns reflected concerns with-
in the broader community.

“We have some people who don’t 
want to have the vaccination at all.

“Some are hesitant about Astra-
Zeneca, and others had concerns 
about the vaccines’ impact on 
pregnancy.”

She agreed the community 
needed more information, to en-
able them to make an informed 
choice about vaccination.

“The more information that be-
comes available, the more we have 
to get it out to the community.”

Anyone concerned about vac-
cination should discuss the issue 
with their GP.

Visit www.health.gov.au/initia-
tives-and-programs/covid-19-vac-
cines for information on vaccines 
and eligibility.

Phillip Island’s proposed new pool 
will cost substantially more to build 
than pools built in other rural Victori-
an towns, according to new research.

The Advertiser scoured the state 
to compare aquatic centre costs and 
facilities, finding the island would 
receive less bang for a greater buck.

Bass Coast Shire’s feasibility study 
proposes Phillip Island should have 
a 25m pool, learn-to-swim combined 
warm water pool area, and 24-hour 
gym at a cost of about $45 million.

The study proposes a potential 
stage two for Phillip Island of two 
indoor sports courts, which would 
bring the total cost to $52 million.

The study states the option of con-
structing a 50-metre pool “has been 
analysed but found to not be sustain-
able”, based on population size and 
on the extra $8 million such a pool 
would require to construct.

Bass Coast Shire is now seeking 
funding of $93 million from state 
and Federal governments for Phillip 
Island, as well as a new pool for Wont-
haggi, costed at $41 million for 25m x 10 
lanes, a larger gym, new spa and sauna.

Comparison
In contrast the 2020 Surf Coast 

Aquatic Facility at Torquay – the 
most recent and best comparison to 
that proposed for Cowes – will see a 
50-metre warm water pool, health 
centre, gym and group fitness rooms 
at a cost of $38.5 million.

Surf Coast employed the same con-
sultants, Otium, to produce their fea-
sibility study, and have received $13.5 
million from the Victorian govern-
ment, while the Australian govern-
ment committed $20 million, with the 
shire making up the shortfall.

Surf Coast was told by the Common-
wealth their funding was contingent 
on building a 50-metre indoor pool.

While Torquay has the most simi-
lar demographic and visitation 
numbers to Phillip Island, another 
comparison includes Mornington 
Peninsula Shire who this month 

opened a new 50-metre pool at 
Rosebud, which cost at tender $35.8  
million, although the final cost was 
$47.5 million.

The Yawa Aquatic Centre includes 
a learn-to-swim pool, warm water 
program pool, aqua play/splash deck, 
wellness centre and gymnasium.

Other rooms include a cafe, school 
group and family change rooms.

While Phillip Island residents have 
been lobbying for a pool for about 
three decades, Mornington Pen-
insula residents were celebrating, 
interviewed on TV explaining they 
had campaigned for more than two 
decades for the pool.

Wangaratta – a much larger area 
compared to Phillip Island – in 2020 
received a new 50-metre outdoor 
pool, water polo pool, 17m indoor 
warm water pool, and outdoor splash 

pad but no other sporting courts.
Wangaratta’s pool was funded 

through $4.4m from the Federal gov-
ernment, $1.5m from the Victorian 
government and $100,000 from the 
Wangaratta Swimming Club, as well 
as a $6 million low interest state gov-
ernment loan.

The Advertiser asked Bass Coast 
Shire CEO Ali Wastie why Phillip 
Island’s pool cost more for less.

We asked why, when Surf Coast 
was told by the Commonwealth their 
$20 million funds were contingent 
on a 50-metre pool, does Bass Coast 
Shire say we need to go to government 
for $90m for two 25-metre pools?

And we asked how consultants 
Otium could produce a feasibility 
study in June 2020 for a 50-metre 
pool complex for the Surf Coast at 
a cheaper price for about same size 

shire, yet arrive at such different 
conclusions for Bass Coast?

Ms Wastie said successful aquatic 
and leisure centres were “specifi-
cally designed for the unique char-
acteristics of each region or shire 
they service, to maximise use and 
financial sustainability”.

“For instance, population catch-
ment, population demographics, 
visitor influx, user trends and future 
projections all influence what compo-
nents are recommended for aquatic 
and leisure centres, meaning no two 
centres are the same and therefore, 
don’t cost the same,” Ms Wastie said.

“We anticipate the costings and 
external funding required for the 
delivery of the projects will be fur-
ther fleshed out in a funding strat-
egy, which will be developed in the 
next phases of the project.”

Health staff 
vaccination 
rates rise

The new Yawa Aquatic Centre at Rosebud opened this month and includes a 50-metre pool. The centre also 
includes a learn-to-swim pool, warm water program pool, aqua play/splash deck, wellness centre and gymna-
sium. Photo courtesy of Mornington Peninsula Shire Council.

Island pool: less bang for a greater buck?
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Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi
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Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.
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russell.broadbent.mp@aph.gov.au

03 5623 2064

Russell.Broadbent.94

Supporting local business, 
creates local jobs.
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Don’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

Western Port bay’s en-
vironment could be at sig-
nificant risk if a proposed 
Grantville sand mine is al-
lowed to expand, according 
to a new damning report.

The report, “Potential 
Environmental Impacts of 
Proposed New Sand Mining 
Project at Grantville” by Dr 
(Professor) Dick Wettenhall 
says there has been a failure 
to consider the impact of a 
cocktail of toxic chemicals 
from the proposed Dandy 
Premix mine expansion.

The report was tabled at 
last week’s Bass Coast Shire 
council meeting, with coun-
cillors unanimously voting 
to send the report to State 
Planning Minister Richard 
Wynne.

Last year the Minister 
used his powers to override 
Bass Coast Shire and call 
in the Dandy Premix plans, 
convening a planning panel 
in March to advise on the 
application to expand the 
mine.

A Bass Coast Shire 
spokesperson said with the 
panel now concluding and 
handing its findings to the 
Minister, there had been no 
indication when Mr Wynne 
would make a decision.

If successful Dandy’s open 
cut mine will operate for up 
to 40 years and remove the 
equivalent of eight MCGs 
worth of vegetation.

It would also see 120 
trucks every day use the 
Bass Highway using new 
traffic lights, which resi-
dents say adds up to about 
four hours of stoppage on 
the highway.

Professor Wettenhall’s re-
port, written after the pan-
el’s conclusion, found Dan-
dy Premix’s expert evidence 
failed to assess the risks of 
environmental harm caused 
by heavy metals and toxic 
chemicals.

“The pollutants accumu-
lated in the dredge pond will 
leach into the ground water 
and, from there, released 
into the downstream creeks 
and Western Port Bay mud-
flats,” the report found.

“In these highly signifi-
cant aquatic environments, 
the toxic pollutants are 
likely to inflict considerable 
harm to an array of organ-
isms and, in so doing, dis-
rupt the delicately balanced 
eco systems.”

Professor Wettenhall’s 
report said the expert evi-
dence paid “little or no atten-
tion” in particular to three 
pollutants “with known 

environmental toxicities” 
used to remove fine sand 
particles and contaminants 
from mine slurry, and also 
failed to consider ongoing 
monitoring.

Precedent
Cr Michael Whelan said 

Mr Wynne had recently 
stopped AGL’s plans to es-
tablish a gas plant on West-
ern Port because marine 
discharges would have un-
acceptable effects on the 
bay, which is listed as a wet-
land of international signifi-
cance.

“We are urging the Minis-
ter to take action on this re-
port,” Cr Whelan said.

Cr Leticia Laing agreed.
“For our community this 

is a pivotal moment in the 
quest to protect the environ-
ment for current and future 
generations.

“The report shows very 
clearly the chemicals we are 
talking about cause muta-
tions.

“This needs to be treated 
with the urgency it de-
serves.”

Councillors agreed it was 
“regrettable’ Professor Wet-
tenhall’s advice was not 
available for the panel hear-
ing “nonetheless it should be 
taken into account in the de-
cision by the Minister”.

Council’s role
Save Western Port Wood-

lands’ Tim O’Brien asked 
two questions at the council 
meeting, including whether 
the shire knew the chemi-
cals used in sand washing 
processes in another sepa-
rate mine at Sand Supplies 
and whether the shire would 
conduct environmental test-
ing for toxicities around all 
mines in Grantville?

Shire CEO Ali Wastie 
responded saying the Re-
sources branch of the De-
partment of Jobs, Precincts 
and Regions (DJPR) was 
responsible for regulating 
mining activities in Victoria, 
including enforcing, moni-
toring and managing com-
pliance.

She said miners needed to 
meet conditions and provide 
an approved work plan to 
DJPR.

“Council is not privy to 
the details, including spe-
cific processes or chemicals 
used,” Ms Wastie said.

“Council has neither the 
authority nor capacity to test 
for water-born pollutants 
around all licenced mines in 
Grantville’s forest corridor.”

Police were called to the Grantville Na-
ture Conservation Reserve earlier this 
month after the manager of a nearby 
sand mine accused a group of walkers of 
trespassing.

A local resident told the Advertiser 
a group of walkers using designated 
tracks to walk through the reserve on 
July 1 were met on their return by the 
mine operator from Sand Supplies who 
accused them of trespassing.

Wonthaggi police confirmed two of-
ficers were called but took no action.

Save Western Port Woodlands spokes-
person Tim O’Brien said the incident un-
derscored resident concerns about the 
expanding sand mine industry.

He said a buffer zone around the mine 
was extending over part of the desig-
nated tracks within the Crown reserve.

“Our group is very unhappy with the 
activities and attitude of this miner,” 
Tim said.

“His actions show the indifference 
of sand miners in the Grantville forest 
corridor to the wishes of the commu-
nity, and their assertion of their right to 
destroy valuable and vulnerable forest 
ecosystems to get to the sand below it.

“Threatening actions by sand miners 
will not deter us in the least. The walk-
ers are simply ordinary people wishing 

to enjoy this vanishing remnant forest 
in crown reserves and are strongly de-
termined to protect it.”

Sand Supplies’ Robbie Viglietti said 
the group had trespassed into the 
mine’s 50 metre buffer zone.

“We control the 50 metres beyond the 
fence line. The buffer zone is clearly 
sign posted,” Robbie said.

“The reason we don’t have an addi-
tional fence to ring that zone is because 
it would require clearing of a swathe of 
bushland, which I don’t want to do.”

Robbie said they had installed secu-
rity cameras on the perimeter, with 
the cameras issuing him an “intruder 
alert”.

“They were not bushwalking but tak-
ing photos as part of a campaign to 
present an image of what we’re doing 
as illegal or wrong,” Robbie alleged.

“This is the fourth time they’ve been 
here and I’ve told them repeatedly not 
to.”

Shire response
During last week’s council meeting, 

a public question asked whether Sand 
Supplies had a right to erect the section 
of fence beyond their work boundary.

Shire CEO Ali Wastie said the mine 
manager secured approval from Parks 

Victoria to erect the fence adjacent to 
the mine, because the fence would ben-
efit the Nature Conservation Reserve 
(NCR).

She said the 50 metre wide native veg-
etation buffer zone formed part of the 
gravel extraction reserve and was not 
part of the nature reserve managed by 
Parks Victoria.

“Council is confident that the sand 
mining company has no interest or 
rights within the formal Nature Conser-
vation Reserve,” Ms Wastie added.

“As a gazetted reserve, this is per-
manently protected from all extractive 
uses.”

Opposition
In May residents packed the Corinella 

Hall to express their opposition to sand 
mining.

In a separate incident earlier this 
year, Sand Supplies was accused of up-
rooting ancient grass trees – some pos-
sibly up to 700 years old – later found to 
be permitted.

Tim said subsequent replanting of the 
grass trees “does not reflect the num-
bers of grass trees removed”.

Robbie questioned how the group 
knew with confidence what grass trees 
had been replanted across the mine.

Cocktail of toxic 
chemicals in the bay?

Temperatures rise 
over sand mining

There is increasing tension in Grantville between residents and sand miners.
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From 15th July to 15th October 2021, OBrien Real Estate
is giving away $10,000 to spend at Harvey Norman on home 

improvements. The lucky winner can choose from a wide range
of the latest in kitchen appliances or heating and cooling.

*Terms and conditions apply. Visit obre.com.au/win for details.

Book a sale or rental market appraisal 
with us for your chance to win!*

Scan the relevant QR code 
to book your appraisal.

RentalsSales

A business plan to relocate the PICAL Com-
munity Garden has been sent to Bass Coast 
Shire Council, in the latest step to secure a new 
home for the garden.

The plan to move the garden to an area of 
Blue Gum Reserve appears to be back on track, 
with the community voicing strong support for 
the garden to be established in the area.

In May, PICAL expressed concern the garden 
move had been put on the back burner by Bass 
Coast Shire, after it failed to allocate money in 
the 2021/22 budget for the relocation.

It was then told the move would require an 
amendment to the reserve Masterplan; howev-
er recent consultation sessions indicated strong 
support for the proposal.

PICAL chair, Jeff Lloyd believes the site at 
Blue Gum Reserve has great potential.

“It offers an exciting new vision for the com-
munity garden to further grow its programs 
and involvement with the wider community,” 
he said.

Jeff said he was very pleased with the busi-
ness case the organisation had prepared and its 
vision for the relocated garden.

“PICAL is only seeking Council’s support for 
a ‘like-for-like’ move by council of the existing 
community garden.”

Plan
The business case proposes Council replicate 

the garden’s current operations and physical 
infrastructure, “either by moving our portable 
infrastructure or reinstating new infrastruc-
ture on a like-for-like basis”.

This includes 750 square metres of in-ground 
garden beds, a portable building including ex-
ternal decks and ramps, undercover workshop 
areas, shaded pergola, two metal machinery 
sheds and a wheelchair friendly toilet block.

The report stated the new site “will require 
disability and vehicular access” and parking 
arrangements for PICAL, the CFA and SES 
would need to be resolved.

PICAL plans to salvage timbers from the ex-
isting beds for reuse in the new garden.

Timbers donated from the Cowes Jetty by 
Parks Vic would be used as part of the perim-
eter fencing, garden beds and for wheelchair 
friendly pathways.

An existing portable building from the cur-
rent site would need to be moved to accommo-
date The Boomerang Bags operation.

Future
The business case outlines future expansion 

plans for the garden, including improved dis-
ability-friendly paths, a bigger workshop area 
and new tools, additional water tank, a new 
shade house for propagation, a green house, 
solar power, amphitheatre and a Zen Garden.

The estimated cost of these expansions is up 
to $79,600.

PICAL said once Council approved the relo-
cation to the Blue Gum Reserve site, it would 
mount a major fund-raising drive for the gar-
den upgrade and expansion

Community contribution
PICAL said the Community Garden provides 

important social connections and mental health 
benefits for over 40 volunteers each week.

The garden hosts community gardening 
clubs and an adult education program that in-
cludes subsidised horticulture/permaculture 
training, hospitality and food preparation 
training, DYI repurposing of used timber and a 
Japanese Raku-style pottery course.

The report noted PICAL contributes $30,000 
annually of its own resources, including staff 
and overheads to manage the garden, and co-
ordinating the education program.

In addition, over the past five years it has 
raised approximately $50,000 in grants, do-
nations and in-kind assistance to support the 
Community Garden.

Produce from the garden is also an important 
part of the PICAL food relief program.

PICAL is now the largest emergency food re-
lief outlet in South Gippsland, feeding almost 
6000 people last year. It regularly feeds more 
than 500 people each month.

New home
PICAL is set to move to a new location at the 

end of the year, after its existing Church Street 
site was purchased by the state government for 
the new community hospital.

Last year the shire confirmed they had pur-
chased a new PICAL home at 16 Warley Av-
enue in Cowes, allocating almost $1.3 million 
for construction of 550 square metres of floor 
space. The building is due to be completed by 
Christmas or early in 2022.

However, the Warley Avenue site is about a 
quarter of the size of the space PICAL currently 
occupies and cannot accommodate all the cur-
rent services, with the garden and Boomerang 
Bags needed to be housed in a different location.

A concept drawing of the new PICAL Community Garden, part of the business case presented to Bass Coast Shire Council to help secure 
a new home for the garden.

PICAL garden plans blossom
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Council Update

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903 Wonthaggi | PO Box 118, Wonthaggi 
VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or via the National Relay Service (for people with speech 
or hearing difficulties) on 13 36 77 | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au   | www.basscoast.vic.gov.au  

Wonthaggi Public Art: Join the Working Group

Have your Say: Draft Smiths Beach Town Plan

Council is establishing a Working Group to steer the delivery of a Public Art Commission, to be 
located in Wonthaggi. The Working Group will consist of local residents and stakeholders who 
can guide the process and ensure the local community is represented and expressed throughout 
the project. This is an opportunity to be involved in the process of contributing to the identity 
and character of your town. The first meeting will be held in the foyer of the Wonthaggi Union 
Community Arts Centre on Monday, 9 August from 5.30pm until 6.30pm. To participate, contact 
Team Leader Arts and Culture, David Burrows on david.burrows@basscoast.vic.gov.au or on the 
numbers below to register. It is anticipated that the Working Group will meet at least five times 
over the commission period:
1. Establish the theme and site for the artist brief (August 2021)
2. Review and approve the artist brief (August 2021)
3. Select the shortlist of artists from the field of entries (November 2021)
4. Select the preferred project from the shortlisted artists (January 2022)
5. Celebrate the delivery of the project (June 2022) 

In 2020, we started a conversation about the future of Smiths Beach and invited the community 
to share their ideas. The Draft Smiths Beach Town Plan builds upon this community engagement 
and is being developed in collaboration with a panel of community members and a reference 
group of key organisations including the Smiths Beachcombers Association, Phillip Island Nature 
Parks and the Woolamai Surf Life Saving Club.
The Smiths Beach Town Plan presents a vision for Smith Beach’s future across eight key 
dimensions and includes four “gamechanger” projects, including a new trail, upgrades to the 
Smiths Beach and YCW Beach Car Parks and a proposed shared zone on Smiths Beach Road 
among other actions and initiatives across the wider community. 
To view the plan and to have your say online, please visit: www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/smithsbeach
We are also running three drop in sessions* at the following times:

• Saturday, 7 August 11.00am-4.00pm at Smiths Beach Car Park**
• Thursday, 12 August 4.00pm-8.00pm at Phillip Island Information Centre, Newhaven
• Thursday, 19 August 11.00am-4.00pm at YCW Beach Car Park**

* In the case of public health restrictions preventing in-person events, these drop-in sessions will 
be held virtually.
**In the event of bad weather sessions will be relocated to the Phillip Island Information Centre 
in Newhaven.
The closing date for consultation is Tuesday, 31 August 2021. 
For any enquiries regarding this project, please contact Council’s Strategic Planning Team the 
numbers below or email strategic.planningadmin@basscoast.vic.gov.au 
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A sigh of relief
From page 1

Testing sites
Ms Child said while the Walk-

in clinic closed on Tuesday, the 
drive through site in Cowes 
would continue to operate.

“We will keep the tent open, 
but will talk with council 
about the possibility of a dif-
ferent location.”

Operating hours would 
fluctuate, based on demand.

Between July 16 and 25, the 
drive through site conducted 
2071 tests, peaking at 411 on 
July 18.

She said if cases were de-
tected in the area, Bass Coast 
Health was well placed to  
respond.

“If this ever happens again, 
we know the Leisure Centre 
is a great walk-in site.

“And if we need more sites, 
the Bass and San Remo loca-
tions worked really well.

“We’ve tested the plan and 
know it works, so we will be 
able to put it in place quickly 
if it’s ever needed again.”

Ms Child said testing would 
continue to be a key part of 
managing Covid, and urged 
people to get tested if they ex-
perienced any symptoms.

“Testing is a key preventa-
tive tool to understand what’s 
happening,” she said.

Updates on site opening and 
wait times are regularly post-
ed on BCH’s Facebook page.

Wastewater
Last week, Gippsland Re-

gion Public Health Unit said 
wastewater testing in the 
region had been ramped up 
since the positive cases were 
identified two weeks ago.

Previous tests taken on July 
6, 13 and 17 had not detected 
any viral fragments, however 
fragments were detected on 
July 19 and 20.

Daily tests on July 21, 22 
and 23 were all clear.

A spokesperson said the 
two days that had positive 
wastewater results were un-
likely to have been caused by 

the visitors who had sparked 
the original crisis, as they had 
all returned to Melbourne.

“COVID-19 should clear 
quickly in waste if the cases 
leave the area, within 24 hours.

“The current assumption 
was the positive wastewater 
was due to a potentially undi-
agnosed case.

“However, like everything, 
there is uncertainty. The 
more people get tested, the 
more clarity we will have.”

For details of wastewater 
testing, go to: www.dhhs.vic.
gov.au/wastewater-testing-
covid-19

See the most up-to-date list 
of exposure sites at: www.
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/expo-
sure-sites

With PICAL set to move by 
the end of the year, a new home 
is needed for the historic Coels 
Shed, which was relocated to 
the current site in 2018.

In a report to Bass Coast 
Shire Council, PICAL pro-
posed council run a commu-
nity consultation process to 
determine the best location 
for the shed, and who should 
be its custodian.

The report states “several 
historical and conservation 
groups have expressed inter-
est” in taking responsibility 
for the shed.

However PICAL said it 
would be happy to continue 
its custodial role if it was de-
termined that the new com-
munity garden site is the best 
home for Coels Shed.

“PICAL will integrate the 
shed into the garden design … 
(and) will commit the $13,000 
in funds held for Coels Shed 

to its further restoration,” the 
report stated.

“If the process determines 
an alternative preferred home 
and custodian … PICAL will 
contribute these funds to the 
new custodian.”

History
The Shed is classified by the 

National Trust of Australia as 
an Historical Workshop.

Plans in 2018/19 were for the 
Shed to be used to store tools 
and materials in the PICAL 
garden and potentially out-
fitted with modest amenities, 
such as a small kitchenette; 
and for a storyboard to be 
erected outlining its history.

Bass Coast Council allo-
cated $25,000 for the pur-
pose, describing the Shed 
at the time as an important 
part of island history, with 
councillors and the commu-
nity pleased that the disused 

building was going to be re-
stored, used and maintained.

Coels Shed was built 80 
years ago by early islander 
Rudi Coels, who was a master 
builder in Cowes.

He was a carpenter, joiner 
and furniture maker, who 
married Edith Harris, a grand-
daughter of early settler Jo-
seph Richardson. He lived at 
Ventnor and rode his bicycle 
into Cowes to work each day.

He built the shed in 1927 
for convenience, so he could 
store his tools and timber 
closer to his jobs there, and 
used it for over 50 years.

Many of his buildings still 
stand today, a tribute to his high 
standard of workmanship.

He also made the pews for 
St Philips Church in Cowes; 
and repaired the ferry Estelle 
Star after the superstructure 
was badly damaged in rough 
weather at the Cowes jetty.

Where next for Coels Shed?

Reports of online abuse involving local stu-
dents are under investigation.

Senior Sergeant Andy O’Brien confirmed 
police were aware of the incidents.

He said advice was being sought from a 
specialist police unit that works in schools, 
and police would be speaking to the people 
involved.

He described the online behaviour as “un-
acceptable”.

“Online abuse including racism can be in-
vestigated as a crime,” he said.

The incident involved abuse of a student 
from Wonthaggi Secondary College but oc-
curred outside of school hours.

A Department of Education and Training 
spokesperson said Wonthaggi Secondary 
College was only made aware of the incidents 

on Monday, July 20.
Principal, Darren Parker said: “The health 

and wellbeing of our students is our top priority.
“Any form of racism or bullying is utterly 

unacceptable.
“We’re very proud of our reputation as a 

diverse and multicultural school that is wel-
coming and safe for all students.

“We will fully investigate these claims, and are 
providing full support for the student affected.”

The school’s Bullying Prevention Policy 
was updated in February 2021.

Anyone who needs crisis support should 
call Lifeline (24 hours a day) on 13 11 14 or 
visit www.lifeline.org.au. 

Teenagers experiencing bullying or abuse, 
including online can visit kidshelpline.com.
au/teens/issues/bullying or call 1800 55 1800.

Online abuse investigated

Coels Shed was built 80 years ago by early islander Rudi Coels and moved to the current 
PICAL site in 2018. With a community hospital being built on the Church Street site, a new 
home needs to be found for the historic shed.

Wonthaggi Cowes Drive through Cowes Walk in San Remo Bass
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COVID TESTS: JULY 16–25

Test times at Cowes drive through on Thursday were one 
and a half hours or less.

Between July 16 and 25, the drive through site in Cowes conducted 2071 tests, peaking at 
411 on July 18. In total, 4912 tests were taken across the five sites in Bass Coast.
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FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED
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www.phillipislandfn.com.au     OPEN 7 DAYS     60 Thompson Ave, Cowes     5952 3922

1/54 Back Beach Road, Sunset Strip
The perfect low maintenance investment awaits, with easy access to 
Smiths Beach also the walking/ bike path that starts in Cowes and can 
go all the way to Wonthaggi. The current tenant pays $680 per fortnight, 
with a very few properties available for rental this property in ideal for 
the firm time investor.    

17 Franklyn Street, Rhyll
This well presented home is sure to impress. Fully renovated so all the 
hard works being done. Comprising of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large 
under cover decking area which perfect for entertaining with some Bay 
views. Other features include double garage as well double carport, 
reverse cycle heating & cooling, spacious rear yard and an easy walk to 
the Foreshore, Park, boat ramp and eateries.

Apartment 250 in Waves Complex

LOW MAINTENANCE/ PERFECT INVESTMENT WHEN COMFORT COUNTS

SOLD SOLD SOLD – Before Advertised!

A wish list – including $66 million 
for two pools, $25 million for San 
Remo’s roads and $5 million for the 
Cowes Cultural Centre – has been 
released by the Bass Coast Shire in 
the lead up to next year’s state and 
Federal elections.

Councillors at last week’s meeting 
voted in support of the report out-
lining its advocacy priorities – ef-
fectively a begging bowl of projects 
needing government funding, with 
some seeking state funding, some 
Federal, others a combination of 
both.

Here are the wish list items:

1. Pool
Top of the list is two community 

pools, with a total $66 million re-
quired from government funding.

The advocacy report firstly de-
tails a request for $31.5 million to-
wards construction of Wonthaggi’s 
pool, with total costs $42 million.

This is followed by Phillip Island 
Aquatics Centre, with the shire 
seeking $34.5 million in govern-
ment funding (total build $46 mil-
lion).

“For more than two decades the 
(Phillip Island) community has lob-
bied for an aquatics facility,” the re-
port states.

2. Cowes Cultural  
and Community Centre

After already securing several 
grants and a low interest state gov-
ernment loan for $10 million, the 
shire is now seeking an additional 
$5 million in Federal government 
funding for the construction of the 
Cowes Cultural Centre.

At a total cost of $20 million, the 
CCCC will include a library, the-
atre, museum, gallery, café, com-
munity hall, and meeting spaces.

“After more than a decade of plan-
ning, including significant commu-
nity consultation, the Centre is now 

designed and ready for construc-
tion,” the advocacy report states.

“Catering to projected high popu-
lation growth and addressing im-
pacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Centre will generate 69 con-
struction jobs, 30 ongoing jobs and 
$51.8 million in economic benefit to 
the region.”

In addition, the shire is requesting 
annual state government funding of 
$112,000 over the next three years to 
support programs at the new CCCC.

3. Roads
The shire is seeking $2.35 mil-

lion to upgrade about 900 metres 
of Shetland Heights Road in San 
Remo, as well as a footpath.

“The development of the junior 
campus fails to provide upgrades 
for either vehicles or pedestrians 
along Shetland Heights Road and 
the school will undoubtedly place 
additional burden on this road,” the 

report states. 
In addition, they are asking the 

Victorian Government to allocate 
$23 million to Regional Roads Vic-
toria to upgrade Back Beach Road 
and Bergin Grove in San Remo to 
improve access issues onto Phillip 
Island Road.

“Current access issues are antici-
pated to worsen,” the report states, 
adding that Phillip Island expects 
an additional 4300 visitors per day 
by 2035.

In total the shire wants $32.85 
million state government funding 
for road upgrades, which includes 
upgrading dirt roads, as well as an 
increase of $5 million per year over 
the next four years from the Com-
monwealth’s Roads to Recovery 
Fund.

4. Erosion
The shire is asking for $4.01 mil-

lion from the Federal government 

to tackle climate change and $2.16 
million from the state government 
for erosion control, which includes 
$1.86 million to build eight timber 
groynes and a 300-metre rock sea-
wall at Cowes East.

“In Bass Coast, climate change and 
severe weather events are impacting 
our coastal communities and envi-
ronments now,” the report says.

“Rising sea levels and coastal ero-
sion is a concern for our communi-
ty, with the Inverloch coast experi-
encing significant erosion in recent 
years.”

Having declared a climate emer-
gency, Bass Coast Shire is aiming 
for zero net emissions by 2030.

So they are also requesting: $1.5 
million to change street lighting 
to more efficient LED lighting; 
$500,000 for improved agricul-
tural and farming practices; and 
$150,000 for electric vehicle charg-
ing stations.

5. Broadband, mobile connection
Inadequate fixed line broadband 

and mobile coverage is hurting 
Phillip Island businesses and even 
schools, according to the advocacy 
report.

“Newhaven College had to resort 
to setting up a radio signal to gain 
access from the Mornington Penin-
sula and the Phillip Island Nature 
Parks Koala Conservation Reserve 
was so restricted to internet access, 
they could not set up their office as 
intended,” the report states.

“Internationally acclaimed at-
tractions in Bass Coast such as the 
Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix 
and Phillip Island Penguin Parade 
have been identified as having ma-
jor shortfall in supply and this is 
also seen across major tourist towns 
including Phillip Island, San Remo 
and Inverloch with usage spikes af-
fecting supply.

“Businesses and vendors report in-
terrupted connectivity, connections 
and reduced speed impacting their 
growth, sales and level of service.”

While there is no price tag on this 
item, the shire is nevertheless re-
questing this region is prioritised in 
the next round of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s Mobile Blackspot Pro-
gram.

6. Dinosaur trail
About $7 million in government 

funding is needed to kickstart the 
proposed Bass Coast Dinosaurs 
Trail.

Running 40km from San Remo 
to Inverloch, the proposed trail will 
include six art sites that link polar 
dinosaur fossils, accessible by car, 
bike or foot.

A museum/cultural centre will be 
built in Inverloch alongside a sound 
and light installation linking sci-
ence, Aboriginal culture history and 
the environment.

Continued page 17

Shire’s begging bowl to government

Having pulled down the Cultural Centre in Cowes, the shire is now seeking $5 million in Federal government 
funding for its construction. This is on top of the grants and low interest loans they’ve already secured.
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Wonthaggi
Arts Centre

2021 - 2022
LIVE EVENTS

The performances 
below have been post-

poned to new dates

Dates for the perfor-
mances below are still 
being finalised. Please 

visit our website or face-
book page for the latest 

updates

Marina Prior & David 
Hobson - ‘The 2 of Us’

Wallflowering by Peta 
Murray

New show added
Matinee 1:00pm

Wed
3 Nov
2021

Sat
13 Nov

2021
The Australian Bee 

Gees Show

Margaret Fulton
The Musical

Mary MacKillop 
Catholic Regional 

College
13 (Musical)

A Taste of Ireland

Wed
17 Aug
2022

THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news

Cowes resident Olivia Drazzi is 
doing a virtual run to raise mon-
ey to help fi nd a cure for cancer.

This year, the Run Melbourne 
event is going virtual due to Co-
vid restrictions, but Olivia and 
Team Pedro will be at the start 
line, raising funds in memory of 
Olivia’s uncle Peter.

Peter was diagnosed with bow-
el and stomach cancer in April 
2019 and the team came together 
to raise funds and support him on 
his cancer journey.

Working around lockdown re-
strictions, Team Pedro joined the 
fundraising efforts again in 2020.

Unfortunately Peter passed 
away in December 2020, so this 
year the team is more determined 
than ever to take part in the 2021 
event.

“Despite the devastating news 
that Run Melbourne is once again 
cancelled this year, Team Pedro 
will be participating virtually 
in an attempt to raise money for 
Cure Cancer,” Olivia said.

“As a team we have agreed to 
participate by walking or run-
ning within 5km of our homes to 
comply with current lockdown 
restrictions.

“Our team is very diverse in 
that we have members participat-
ing virtually from the Gold Coast, 
Canberra and even Canada. On 
the day we will share photos with 

our team of scenery or progress 
of our walk/run.”

The 40 members of Team Pedro 
are all family or friends of Pete, 

“so this cause is important to all 
of us”, Olivia said.

“I will be walking 5km with my 
partner in memory of my Uncle 

Peter and to continue the tradi-
tion that we began two years 
ago,” Olivia said.

She remains inspired by her un-
cle’s positive outlook throughout 
all his treatment, including the 
work he did to raise awareness of 
the disease.

“The loss of Peter was devastat-
ing to our entire family. We were 
lucky enough to get to spend a 
year and a half with Peter after he 
was diagnosed, and we all cher-
ished this by spending as much 
time with Peter as we could,” Ol-
ivia said.

“I believe in this cause very 
dearly because not only is it es-
sential to raise money for cancer 
research, but it is also important 
to raise awareness about regu-
lar health checks to help prevent 
more deaths from cancer.

“I personally miss the tight 
bear hugs my uncle would suffo-
cate me in every time we visited 
and, by creating Team Pedro, I 
hoped that we could gain enough 
awareness to make sure that can-
cer does not prevent anyone else 
from hugging their loved ones.”

You can help Team Pedro raise 
funds for Cure Cancer by donat-
ing at runmelbourne21.grass-
rootz.com/curecancer/run-mel-
bourne-for-team-pedro

To fi nd out more about Cure Can-
cer visit www.curecancer.com.au

The business mentoring work-
shops originally scheduled for 
the end of July have been resched-
uled due to the Covid lockdown.

Presented by the Phillip Island 
Business Network, with subsi-
dised funding from the state gov-
ernment, mentor Andy Rookes has 
developed the sessions specifi cally 
for businesses of Phillip Island. 

This workshop usually costs 
$800 per person, but is being of-
fered at a special discount price.

PIBN Members will pay just 
$100 per person for 2 x 3-hour ses-
sions, while PIBN non-members 

can attend for $200 per person.
The workshop will be held at 

the Phillip Island Penguin Parade 
Visitors Centre and there are lim-
ited places still available.

Workshops will now be held on 
Monday, August 30, 8.30am - 

11.30am (group 1) and 1pm – 4pm 
(group 2)

Monday, October 4, 8.30am - 
11.30am (group 1) and 1pm – 4pm 
(group 2)

Morning tea and lunch provided.
To fi nd out more or to book, vis-

it www.pibn.com.au under News 
& Events

Although the 
four bronze 
harmony bells 
have been sto-
len,  fi ve new 
artworks re-
main on dis-
play at the site 
of the old Cul-
tural Centre.

Last year 
Bass Coast 
Shire Council 
commissioned 
fi ve Phillip 
Island-based 
artists to cre-
ate murals 
on plywood 
boards to the 
theme “My Is-
land Home” to 
brighten up the vacant and fenced 
Cultural Centre site.

The artwork showcases the ex-
traordinary artistic talent pres-
ent in and around Cowes with 
local artists Marian Quigley, 

Steve Ulala 
Parker, Lynda 
Horsborough, 
Darren Hen-
derson and 
Graham Gil-
bert contrib-
uting to the 
project.

Meanwhile, 
i n for mat ion 
sessions on 
the new Cul-
tural Centre 
designs sched-
uled for July 
21 were post-
poned due to 
lockdown.No 
new date has 
been set yet.

Bass Coast 
Shire Council said they will be re-
scheduled to a date when they can 
be carried out in person, hopefully 
in early August. The new designs 
can be viewed at www.basscoast.
vic.gov.au/cowesccc

Many local families have en-
dured 14 days in isolation, after 
visiting one of the 19 Tier1 ex-
posure sites across Phillip Island 
and San Remo.

After Cowes Primary School 
was notifi ed that a number of their 
families were caught up in the Co-
vid scare,  staff swung into action, 
putting together wellbeing packs 
to send to the affected families.

“Spending 14 days at home 

would be tough, especially with 
young children,” said Principal 
Rod McKenzie.

The wellbeing packs included 
food, treats, games, mindful co-
louring books and many other 
little bits which aimed to provide 
a surprise and boost spirits. 

“The families were very appre-
ciative and many sent through 
photos of children with big 
smiles,” Rod said.

Packs to soothe isolation blues

David Kelsey (wellbeing coordinator), Rodney McKenzie (Principal) 
and Sarah Tyrrell (Assistant Principal), helped put together packs 
to send to Cowes Primary School families in isolation.

Art celebrates 
local environment

 “My mural is an ode to Woolamai and Phillip Island, its clear, clean 
ocean and the wildlife that inhabits it,” said Darren Henderson.

Business mentoring 
workshops rescheduled

Olivia’s virtual run

Olivia Drazzi and Team Pedro are taking part in Run Melbourne, in 
memory of her uncle Peter, who passed away in December 2020.

“My design concept is based on 
the idea of Phillip Island being a 
meeting place for my people. In 
the sea, beyond the shoreline, are 
the many creatures that hunter-
gatherers brought home for their 
tribe,” Graham Gilbert said.
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OPEN MORNING

All families with children from 0-4
years are invited to our:

An open invitation is extended to all parents of
children who are considering Cowes Primary
School. Come along to our ‘Open Morning’ and
learn about the school and what it has to offer
your child. There will be a presentation that will
allow you to gain a deeper understanding of the
programs we offer, followed by a school tour.
 
 
We will also cover how you can support your
child’s preparation for a successful start to
school.

FOR ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT:
PRINCIPAL: Rodney McKenzie      PHONE: 5952 2132

EMAIL: cowes.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
WEB: www.cowesps.vic.edu.au

 

Tuesday 27th August at 9:30am
When:

Where:
Cowes Primary School

INFORMATION SESSION

Are you contemplating where
to send your child to school in

the next few years?

Please meet Sarah Tyrrell in the school office. 

PRINCIPAL: Rod McKenzie PHONE: 5952 2132
EMAIL: cowes.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
WEB: www.cowesps.vic.edu.au

EARLY LEARNING CENTRE DIRECTOR:
Karen Treppo PHONE: 5951 2300
EMAIL: office@pielc.com.au

FOR ENQUIRES PLEASE CONTACT EITHER:

PROVIDING A 
SEAMLESS 
EDUCATION 
SPANNING 
FROM BIRTH 
TO YEAR 6

 Excellent academic results

 Caring, dedicated and supportive staff

 Full-time Welfare Officer

 Social skills and wellbeing curriculum

 Modern technology including iPads, laptops and  
 interactive televisions

 Exciting new STEM curriculum

 Excellent modern facilities

 Strong community links

 Environmental initiatives

 Swimming, tennis courts and vegetable garden

 A range of specialist classes including Music, Art,  
 Japanese, P.E., Library and STEM

Our state of the art Early Learning Centre offers a 
dedicated Kindergarten program in purpose built rooms 
in addition to long day care services for students ranging 
in age from 6 weeks to 5 years

AT COWES PRIMARY SCHOOL & EARLY LEARNING 
CENTRE WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON:

P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

COWES

 
 

 

 

  Excellent academic results
  Caring, dedicated and 

supportive staff
 Full-time Welfare Officer
  Social skills and wellbeing 

curriculum
   Modern technology 

including iPads, laptops 
and interactive televisions

   Exciting new STEM 
curriculum

   Excellent modern facilities
  Strong community links
  Environmental initiatives
   Swimming, tennis courts 

and vegetable garden
   A range of specialist 

classes including Music, 
Art, Japanese, P.E. and 
STEM

PROVIDING A 
SEAMLESS EDUCATION 
SPANNING FROM 
BIRTH TO YEAR 6

AT COWES PRIMARY 
SCHOOL & EARLY 
LEARNING CENTRE WE 
PRIDE OURSELVES ON:
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Cowes Primary School and Early 
Learning Centre is a vibrant educa-
tional setting where learning and 
relationships are central to school 
life. They aim to deliver opportuni-
ties and positive educational expe-
riences which will stay with their 
students for a lifetime.

As students only pass through 
their school years once, Cowes Pri-
mary School knows that their learn-
ing foundations must be sound in 
preparation for future growth.

A school is only as good as the 
teacher in front of the class and 
that is why Cowes Primary School 
strives to ensure there is a great 
teacher in front of every class, a 
welcoming environment and en-
gaging learning spaces that are 
well resourced to maximise stu-
dent outcomes.

At Cowes Primary School, teach-
ers work in professional learning 
teams to collaboratively plan units 
of work that engage students’ cu-
riosity and allow them to explore 
areas of personal interest. They im-
plement best practice and tailor the 
classroom learning experiences to 
the needs of their students which 
maximise the achievement of all.

Facilities
Cowes Primary School is spa-

ciously spread across 14 acres and 
is much larger than traditional gov-
ernment school sites. The luxury 
of space has allowed the school to 

provide students access to a 25-me-
tre pool, tennis courts, vegetable 
garden, Early Learning Centre, 
large grass oval, four purpose-
built playgrounds, including a spe-
cialised sensory play space and a 
three-acre native bush sanctuary.

The school is currently building 
a competition sized gymnasium to 
meet the growing needs of students 
and the local community. The new 
gym will give students a multi-pur-
pose play space, and the local com-
munity will be able to share these 
state-of-the-art facilities outside 
school hours.

Last week the roof was installed 

on the gymnasium and it is hoped 
the project will be finished later 
this year in readiness for the Year 
6 graduation.

A new bike shed is also in the 
planning phase and is expected to 
be completed this year. Cowes Pri-
mary School has a large number of 
students who ride to school each 
day and the new facility will ac-
commodate up to 90 bikes.

Phillip Island Early  
Learning Centre (PIELC)

Construction is well underway at 
PIELC in an effort to accommodate 
more children thanks to a grant 

obtained through the Building 
Blocks: Three-Year Old Kindergar-
ten Infrastructure Strategy. The 
new space will be ready for new 
students in 2022 which will help 
meet the unprecedented demand.

High Abilities Program 
Cowes Primary School currently 

has a number of students partici-
pating in the Victorian High-Abil-
ity Program.

The Victorian High-Ability pro-
gram will provide 48,000 high-abil-
ity students in Years 5 to 8 at gov-
ernment schools the opportunity to 
participate in online extension and 

enrichment programs in English 
and Mathematics.

After completing the 10-week 
virtual program delivered by Vir-
tual School Victoria, students will 
participate in a face-to-face mas-
terclass with other high-ability 
students from schools in their lo-
cal area organised by high-ability 
practice leaders. Cowes Primary 
School is looking forward to run-
ning a numeracy masterclass. All 
masterclasses will incorporate the 
latest COVID-19 advice and risk 
mitigation strategies to maintain a 
safe environment for students and 
staff.

Seamless education choices
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Newhaven 
Primary School 

Your local neighbourhood School

At Newhaven Primary School the following 
programs and facilities are offered:
•  Modern well maintained classrooms with the 

latest technology
•  Strong Focus on Literacy, Numeracy and Science
• A mini hall and a gymnasium
•  Open space playground for all students  

to play and smile 
• Buddy program • Vegetable garden  
• Art • Beautiful library
• P-6 Music Program • Science 
• Physical Education • Excursions and Camps  
• Bike Education • Swimming Program
• Breakfast Club every morning
• Prep Transition Program 
• Individual iPads in grades 3-6 

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL
www.facebook.com/newhavenprimaryschool/videos/307483457029512

12-22 School Avenue, Newhaven
Ph: 5956 7326

PLAYGROUP ONSITE EVERY MONDAY 9-11AM – ALL WELCOME.

Last week, the roof was installed on the new gymasium. When completed 
it joins the school’s  facilities including a 25-metre pool, tennis courts, 
vegetable garden, oval, four playgrouds, ELC and a three-acre native 
bush sanctuary.Year 2 students Frankie and Mila enjoying the new playground
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San Remo Primary off ers:
•  Comprehensive and engaging 

curriculum prep to year 6
•  Specialist subjects of Art, Japanese, 

Music, Physical Education and Library
• Dedicated and caring teachers
•  Nurturing OSHC, Before School 

and After School program

Quality educational programs that engage 
and support our children to achieve their 
best. Students are given many opportunities 
to grow and learn academically and socially 
in a safe and caring environment.

SAN REMO
PRIMARY SCHOOL

If you would like more information on our school please contact the principal:
Karen Bowker on 5678 5354 or karen.bowker@education.vic.gov.au

www.san-remo-ps.vic.gov.au
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San Remo Primary School prides 
itself on being a community school.

“We work together with families 
and students to make sure everyone 
feels they’re in a safe environment, 
but one where education is really val-
ued,” said Principal Karen Bowker.

With students who are engaged in 
learning, and teachers who are not 
only highly skilled in the curriculum, 
but also caring and supportive, Kar-
en said the school is justifiably proud 
of the range of classes on offer.

This year, it is taking part in the 
Primary Maths Specialist program.

“Two of our teachers are training in 
this program run by the Department 
of Education, with a focus on the best 
maths practices and working with 
maths professionals,” Karen said.

“They then come back and share 
that knowledge with other staff, im-
proving the curriculum in the class-
room.”

That translates to the students get-
ting “hands on” with maths.

“It’s not just about getting the right 
answer. It’s the journey. The children 
are thinking about how they got the 
answer,” Karen explained.

The program will see the children 
leave primary school with “strong 
foundations and real maths knowl-
edge”; with strategies they can use 
throughout their lives.

The school also offers a vibrant 

range of specialist subjects, includ-
ing art, physical education, Japanese, 
music and library, while outside the 
classroom, the school veggie garden 
and other outdoor spaces play an im-
portant role in school life.

Another unique feature is the out of 
school hours program.

“It’s been running for over 15 years 
and is very valued by the school com-
munity,” Karen said.

“It’s run by the school community and 
includes before and after school care.

“A lot of schools outsource out of 
school care, but our school council 
employs a local co-ordinator, Jenny 
Ramage, who works in the school 
part time as well.

“It’s a really vibrant program that 
the children are happy to go to and 
parents are very appreciative of.”

The program which runs from 
7am to 9am and 3.30pm until 6pm, 
includes outdoor activities, board 
games, craft and cooking.

Already this year, the school has 

moved to remote learning during two 
lockdowns and works hard to ensure 
the students and parents can cope 
with the disruption to the normal 
classroom schedule.

“The students have coped very well, 
and we’ve designed a curriculum that 
isn’t too hard for parents to manage, 
as they juggle their own work as well.

“We just try to make sure everyone 
is properly supported.”

After the latest lockdown upended 
plans for a school open day, it has 

been rescheduled and all being well, 
will go ahead on August 3.

Karen encourages any interested 
parents and families to come along.

“Our buildings might not be the 
most glamorous in our area, but 
what’s happening inside our build-
ings makes up for that.

“Our parents love the community 
feel.”

Contact the school on 5678 5354 to 
confirm your attendance or find out 
more details.

Vibrant school community
Nestled in the centre of San Remo is a little school with a big heart.

San Remo Primary School prides itself on being a community school. 
“We work together with families and students to make sure everyone 
feels they’re in a safe environment, but one where education is really 
valued,” said Principal Karen Bowker.

This year, the school is taking part in the Primary Maths Specialist pro-
gram and that translates to the students getting “hands on” with maths.
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The intentionally small al-
ternative primary school is 
part of a group of three local 
Village Schools, including 
Koonwarra Village School 
(opened in 2012) and Village 
High School (opened in 2020). 

All three schools share an 
underlying philosophy and 
an emphasis on social and 
emotional learning, autono-
my and shared decision mak-
ing, and connection to peo-
ple, nature and the rhythms 
of life.

PIVS suits families that are 
interested in an individual-
ised approach to education, 
which values student voices 
and sees children as capable 
partners in their learning. 

The development of indepen-
dence and decision-making 
abilities is scaffolded through-
out each child’s educational 
journey, in which skills in-
troduced and practiced in the 
early years of school are sup-
ported to mature and progress 
as the child grows.

Play-based learning is a 
central part of the Victorian 
Early Years Learning and 
Development Framework 
(EYLDF), which is the cur-
riculum structure used for 
students in Foundation to 
Level 2 at PIVS.

“The teaching team at PIVS 
are passionate about provid-
ing time and space for early 
years students to be able to 

play, as this has so many 
well-documented benefi ts, 
including the development of 
social and emotional skills, 
harnessing the natural curi-
osity of children to explore 
and experiment with the 
world around them, and an 
ability for children to focus 
on and develop their own in-
terests.” explains Jo Huckett, 
Principal.

“The PIVS Mentors know 
each individual student well, 
allowing them a deep under-
standing of how each child 
learns, and how best to tailor 
educational experiences to 
their learning style.”

Detailed planning under-
pins a rich but relaxed daily 
program, which incorporates 
a mix of guided play and 
learning, adult-led learning 
and child-directed play and 
learning. The key outcomes 
of the EYLDF align well with 
PIVS’ expectations for stu-
dents in the fi rst few years 
of school including develop-
ing a strong sense of identity, 
having connection with, and 
contributing to their world, 
having a strong sense of well-
being, being confi dent and in-
volved learners, and becom-
ing effective communicators.

PIVS has recently refi ned 
their enrolment process for 
Foundation students, includ-
ing the level of detail provid-
ed to families about what is a 

good fi t between the school 
and each child.

Lien Sim, Community 
Leader explains.

“For families of students 
entering Foundation, we look 
for a shared understanding 
about what success looks 
like, an understanding of 
whether our teaching and 
learning approach matches 
with the student and whether 
our philosophy matches with 
the family’s values around 
education.”

A focus on students’ interests 
starts in the early years of pri-
mary school and is developed 
throughout the middle and 
later years through PIVS’ fo-
cus on project-based learning. 
This then follows on naturally 
to the Individualised Learning 
Plans that are co-created with 
and by each student at Village 
High School.

“PIVS students have so 
many opportunities to ex-
plore their passions and re-
ally develop an understand-
ing of what drives them,” 
explains Lien.

“This will give them the 
best chance of reaching the 
end of their secondary learn-
ing journey having a clear 
understanding of their own 
goals and strengths, and in 
many cases, they will already 
have experience in industries 
they are passionate about be-
fore they fi nish high school.”

It takes a Village

It is an amazing time for the entire 
Bass Coast community as Wont-
haggi Secondary College embarks 
on an exciting future as Bass Coast 
College. 

This will coincide with the open-
ing of our fourth campus in San 
Remo at the beginning of the 2022 
school year.

Our college is a school of strong 
performance with a positive learn-
ing culture that is refl ected in our 
school vision: “Achieving success in 

a caring and creative environment”.
We are very proud of our history 

and reputation of academic and per-
sonal excellence, along with provid-
ing many opportunities for student 
success in the areas of sport, the per-
forming arts (music, drama, school 
productions), the human powered 
vehicle, indigenous programs, stu-
dent wellbeing and student leader-
ship programs. 

We actively seek and respond to 
students’ needs across all levels of 

the school, by providing accelerated 
learning (eg. Select Entry Acceler-
ated Learning), learning support 
programs (eg. Tutoring, Select En-
try Literacy Program, Program for 
Students with a Disability) and al-
ternative fl exible learning programs 
(through the FLOW Campus).

Genuine empathy for our students 
is central to our practice. 

An understanding of them and 
their personal circumstances is 
essential in a holistic approach to 

their learning. 
Our priority is supporting young 

people in developing the key knowl-
edge and skills necessary to contrib-
ute positively to their community. 

These skills include our school 
values of emotional intelligence, a 
sense of adventure and aspiration, 
respect for oneself and others, re-
sponsibility, organisation, team 
work, communication, creativity, 
critical thinking, leadership, resil-
ience and problem solving.

Like generations of students from 
Wonthaggi Secondary College’s 
history, our Bass Coast College 
students will leave us with strong 
academic results, high levels of vo-
cational readiness and the personal 
skills necessary to be successful in 
their future endeavours.
Dudley campus: Years 7-9.
San Remo campus: Years 7-9
Wonthaggi campus: Years 10-12
FLOW campus: Flexible Learning 
Options Years 7-10

Bass Coast College

Phillip Island Village School (PIVS) in Ventnor, is now in its sixth year.

Play-based learning is a central part of the Victorian Early Years Learning and Develop-
ment Framework (EYLDF), which is the curriculum structure used for students in Founda-
tion to Level 2 at PIVS.

“Achieving success in a caring 
and creative environment”

The school values include emotional intelligence, a sense of adventure and aspiration, 
respect for oneself and others, responsibility, organisation, team work, communication, 
creativity, critical thinking, leadership, resilience and problem solving.

Wonthaggi Secondary College (to be known as Bass Coast College from 2022) offers many 
opportunities for students, including sport, the performing arts (music, drama, school 
productions), the human powered vehicle, indigenous programs, student wellbeing and 
student leadership programs.
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BASS COAST 
COLLEGE

“Achieving success in a caring 
and creative environment”

It is an amazing time for the entire Bass Coast community as 
Wonthaggi Secondary College embarks on an exciting future as 

Bass Coast College. This will coincide with the opening of our fourth 
campus in San Remo at the beginning of the 2022 school year. 

BASS COAST COLLEGE
www.wonthaggisc.vic.edu.au

Wonthaggi: 5611 4000
Dudley: 5672 0900

Principal
Mr Darren Parker

WONTHAGGI CAMPUS
Years 10-12

DUDLEY CAMPUS
Years 7-9

SAN REMO CAMPUS
Years 7-9

FLOW CAMPUS
Flexible Learning 

Options Years 7-10
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6 Cowes-Rhyll Road, Cowes    info@olsscowes.catholic.edu.au      www.olsscowes.catholic.edu.au

OPEN DAY IS EVERYDAY  Please contact us for further information on 5951 1700

Courage, Compassion & Creativity
We believe in providing a welcoming, friendly and safe environment where everyone is respected 

and treated fairly and justly. Taking pride in environmental sustainability, the surrounding wetlands and 
“green areas” on the school site will engage students in authentic studies within a natural environment.
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Our Lady Star of the Sea
Catholic Primary School – Cowes

It is with great excitement that we 
await approval for us to move into our 
new rooms and outside spaces.

We have watched as our spectacu-
lar outdoor kitchen took shape, as our 
sensory gardens were created, our 
discovery centre (library) with its own 
amphitheatre was constructed and 
our new playgrounds were installed.

We have had such a wonderful 
space to work with and the final prod-
uct is certainly a winner, with eight 
classrooms, new inside and outside 
student kitchens, an extended staff-
room, four playgrounds, a synthetic 
oval with three running tracks, our 
flexible library/discovery centre en-
trance facade and natural gardens 
and grounds.

Our students have been involved 
with the planting of the new vegeta-
tion and are very proud of their ef-
forts, as they have worked with the 
landscape gardener and our science 
teacher to learn about the importance 
of being environmentally aware and 
our role in looking after our world. 

As sustainability is part of our phi-
losophy we had solar panels and new 
water tanks installed as part of stage 
two of our master plan.

Our learning spaces are designed to 
allow the students to learn both inside 
and outside and always have bright, 
stimulating outlooks.

We welcome enquiries and tours as 
‘Open Day’ is every day for our school 
community.

OLSS shining inside and out

Our Lady Star of the Sea learning spaces are designed to allow the students to 
learn both inside and outside and always have bright, stimulating outlooks.

Stage two of the school’s masterplan includes new play-
grounds, as well as an outdoor kitchen, sensory gardens, 
discovery centre, and amphitheatre.
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Newhaven College is an independent, ecu-
menical and co-educational school which 
was founded in 1980, and now caters for over 
900 students from Prep through to Year 12. 
Offering a diverse academic curriculum with 
a caring pastoral approach, our students en-
joy excellent facilities and a diverse range of 
co-curricular opportunities.

We are committed to further developing 
College facilities, ensuring that we have an 
environment where creativity, academic, 
emotional, spiritual, physical and life skills 
are nurtured. This year’s building projects in-
clude the completion of our full-sized synthet-
ic Hockey Pitch including 12 Tennis Courts 
and grassed Soccer Oval. Building works are 
almost completed on our Netball Courts and 
Cricket Nets. Our new Performing Arts Wing 
is due to be completed later this year. This 
state-of-the-art facility will include a key-
board lab, black box theatre, recording studio, 
hair and makeup studio, rehearsal hall, and 
teaching spaces for small groups, ensembles, 
or private music lessons. 

Music
Newhaven College has a proud musical 

tradition and offers comprehensive music 
education from Prep to Year 12. Prep to Year 
4 students develop the ability to create, pres-
ent, and respond to music through vocal and 
ensemble work with a range of instruments. 
Our String program gives all Year 3-4 stu-
dents the opportunity to experience weekly 
violin and cello tuition.

Year 5-7 students learn an instrument of 
their choice in a small group setting. Year 
8-10 students can choose Music as an elective 
subject and VCE students have the opportu-
nity to study Music Performance.

In addition to the curriculum, we offer an 
extensive program of individual or shared 
instrumental music lessons conducted by our 

professional music tutors. Tuition is available 
in strings, woodwind, brass, percussion, 
drum kit, piano, guitar, electric bass, and 
voice.

Our Music Department regularly hosts 
performance events for students in the Ju-
nior School and Senior College Productions, 
Spring Concert, Bands Night, Cert III Music 
Industry nights and evening Solo Soirées 
showcasing excellence and providing stu-
dents with vital performance experience. 
Students also perform at local community 
events, assemblies, lunchtime concerts, in-
formation evenings, open days, and presen-
tation evenings.

Drama
Newhaven College has an exceptional Dra-

ma Program that is engaging and encourages 
creativity, confi dence and social interaction. 
Our Junior School Drama program encour-
ages students to develop their experiences, 
opinions, and ideas in the practical format, 
enhancing their dramatic skills in the pro-
cess. Students experiment with developing 
dramatic form: staging, role, movement, sto-
ry, and improvisation.

Years 5-6 students develop confi dence 
and performance skills through speech and 
movement and perform to their peers in 
group and solo activities. Year 7-8 students 
learn dramatic elements, theatrical conven-
tions and performance skills. Year 9-10 stu-
dents can choose Drama as an elective sub-
ject and VCE students have the opportunity 
to study Drama and Theatre Studies.

Junior School students participate in the 
Junior School Biannual Production. Middle 
and Senior School students have the oppor-
tunity to audition for the annual College Mu-
sical Production. Non acting opportunities 
are also available in crew, lighting, sound, 
costume, set design and set construction.

Enrolment Opportunities 
& College Tours

Newhaven College has limited places 
from Prep - Year 12, please contact our 
Registrar Belinda Manning for details. 
You are invited to visit our College dur-

Virtual Tour

ENROL NOW 
for 2022 & beyond

Newhaven College caters for over 900 
students from Prep to Year 12. 

Offering a diverse academic curriculum with 
a caring pastoral approach, our students 

enjoy excellent facilities and a diverse 
range of co-curricular opportunities. 

Staff are committed to ensuring that every 
student has the opportunity to maximise 
their potential in their academic, social, 

sporting and cultural lives and to graduate 
with a clear and optimistic sense of their 

future study and work possibilities. 

Please contact our Registrar Belinda Manning 
P: 5956 7505   E: belinda.manning@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

1770 Phillip Island Rd, Phillip Island    www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Newhaven 
College

Transitional Curriculum Structure 
Social Emotional Learning Programs 

Extensive Sporting Programs 
Instrumental & In Class Music Lessons 

Creative Drama and Visual Arts 
Japanese Language/Cultural Studies 

Leadership Opportunities 
Level 2 Building & Construction 
VCE Course Selection Guidance
School Based Apprenticeships

Equestrian Team  
Surfing & Academy 

Tennis Academy 

Newhaven College – Be your best!
ing our scheduled tours www.newhaven-
col.vic.edu.au/enrolments/college-tours 
or contact our Registrar to arrange a private 
tour.

Phone: 5956 7505, Email: belinda.man-
ning@newhavencol.vic.edu.au
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Mary MacKillop Catholic Regional College celebrates 

200 years of catholic education 

The community of Mary MacK-
illop Catholic Regional College has a 
strong focus on student wellbeing. It 
is supported by a shared vision and 
programs in order for everyone to 
feel safe and well cared for through-
out their educational journey.

The college acknowledges that 
feeling comfortable at school and 

being happy and healthy has a di-
rect impact on each student’s ca-
pacity for optimal learning – and 
for them to flourish in their chosen 
field.

Equally, enjoying school and be-
ing engaged in learning influences 
a student’s wellbeing in particular 
their confidence and resilience.

The relationship between wellbe-
ing and learning is critical to the 
development of the whole person 
and why the college chooses to fo-
cus on the wholistic development of 
our students.

Students are supported and mo-
tivated to develop their strengths, 
grow and learn from challenges 

and complexities and develop posi-
tive relationships as the foundation 
for their learning.

A commitment to fostering posi-
tive behaviour with the college un-
derpins wellbeing at the college.

The new $4.5 million Senior 
School building is an innovative 
learning precinct where year 11 

and 12 students and staff can work 
together to create positive learning 
experiences.

The building is surrounded by 
outdoor landscaping that provides 
students and staff with a contempo-
rary space.

Take ownership, think deeply, 
make connections, be courageous.

Students come first
Feeling comfortable at school and being happy and healthy has a direct impact on each student’s capacity for 
optimal learning.

Students are supported and motivated to develop their strengths, grow 
and learn from challenges and develop positive relationships.
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Continued from page 7
7. Bike paths

A total of $7.35 million is being 
sought for tracks and trails across 
the shire, including a path from 
Cowes to Rhyll ($800,000) and one 
from Cowes to the Penguin Parade 
($250,000).

Others include Inverloch to Wont-
haggi and Woolamai to Nyora.

8. Sand mining
According to a Victorian Govern-

ment report, trucking from Grant-
ville’s growing sand mining indus-
try is expected to see truck journeys 
per day on local roads increase from 
607 vehicle movements a day in 2015, 
to 2586 movements per day in 2025, 
and 3940 in 2050.

“The estimated B-Double truck 
movements on local freight routes 
represent 5.4 vehicle movements a 
minute in a 12-hour working day,” 
states the shire.

As such the shire is seeking fund-
ing to develop a study into the poten-
tial impact of extractive resources 
industries on Bass Coast.

“The study would recommend 
projects to offset the impact of the 
extractive resources industry and 
improve local amenity, infrastruc-
ture, environment and liveability in 
Bass Coast.”

And there’s more
In addition, the shire has request-

ed:
• $400,000 state government fund-

ing towards the development of Ac-
tivity Centre Plans for San Remo 
and Inverloch.

• $500,000 for a study and design 
of the Wonthaggi alternative freight 
route and $8 million towards con-
struction of roundabouts in Wont-
haggi.

• A review of service levels of pub-
lic transport in Bass Coast.

In seeking funding, shire mayor 
Brett Tessari said Bass Coast was 
the fastest growing economy in re-
gional Victoria and the third fastest 
growing economy in Victoria.

“Since 2007 our economy has 
grown 45.6 per cent, out pacing all 
other local government areas except 
Wyndham and Melton,” Cr Tessari 
said.

“This anticipated growth brings 
challenges, but also many opportu-
nities. Signifi cant challenges include 
seasonal visitor fl uctuations, labour 
and skills shortages, key worker ac-
commodation concerns, traffi c con-
gestion and transport linkages, glob-
al economic uncertainty, increasing 
environmental pressures including 
climate change, and increasing com-
petition from other destinations.”

What do we want and when do we want it? The shire is asking for $4.01 
million from the Federal government to tackle climate change and $2.16 
million from the state government for erosion control, including at 
Cowes East (pictured).

Shire’s begging 
bowl to government

Smiths Beach mum-of-two 
Lisa McLure writes in this 
week’s lockdown column, 
about the trials of home-
schooling kids Evie and An-
gus. She continues to fi nd 
relief in dressing up their un-
happy cat Eric, who now has 
an internet following.

“What a year this week has been: 
lockdown, home-school, it’s all back 
with a vengeance.

The week has been a mental mine-
fi eld: friends in quarantine for two 
weeks, masks outdoors again, so 
many businesses shut down or ex-
tremely short staffed.

Home-school brings its own chal-
lenges.

I don’t know how parents with a 
toddler do it.

Having an eight and 11-year-old to 
navigate is hard enough, let alone do-
ing it with a small human destroying 
the house and demanding attention.

How about those with more than 
two kids, in varying levels of prima-
ry and high school – my heart goes 
out to you.

My kids like to take it in turns 
each day: one going for student of 
the week, while the other breaks my 
brain down piece by piece.

Then the next day they swap roles, 
and the rollercoaster of emotions 
starts all over again in a different 
form.

I try to remember this is tough on 
them too, missing their friends and 
not having the structure of the class-
room.

As a bonus I am getting a refresher 
on transitive verbs, similes and ono-
matopoeia (what for the love of god 
is that?).

Thank you Google search and Siri.
I swear Siri is doing a better job 

than I am at being the home teacher.
And don’t get me started on grade 

5 math, eek.
The bright light in all this is that 

I enjoy listening to the children talk 
with their teacher on the Google class 
meets.

Cowes Primary teachers are so 
caring, checking in with the kids 

one-on-one when need be.
They have been so accessible dur-

ing home-school, even though they 
all have a massive home/work/fam-
ily balance in their personal lives.

Eric the cat has been my mental 
saving grace, doing his silly cat vid-
eos each day for social media, mak-
ing little sets to video. Coming up 
with fun ideas for new videos has 
kept me sane.

I’ve had friends sew him little cos-
tumes and make props with their 
kids.

Eric has been very compliant when 
we dress him up and move him 
around.

Although he may possibly need cat 
therapy after lockdown and possibly 
I’m turning in to a crazy cat lady.

My sole purpose for these is mak-
ing people laugh, interact online and 
hopefully lift their spirits.

Some days I’m full of motivation to 
get things done and be productive, 
other days I am watching the clock, 
calculating precisely how long it is 
until I can open that bottle of wine 
and fi nd a quiet place to get some 
mental clarity and me time.

I love my family but by crikey some 

alone time would be nice, on a tropi-
cal island, with a chef, masseuse and 
a fully stocked bar. A girl can dream.

I’ve lost track of days and time, 
glancing at the calendar, watching 
as events pass by that are now can-
celled.

I booked Evie and I in to go and see 
Frozen the musical last week.

My thinking when I booked it was 
to book it straight away, ASAP in the 
event we could possibly be locked 
down in a month or so.

Our tickets have been re-sched-
uled for late November.

Evie was very understanding. I 
think we underestimate our kids 
sometimes, and their resilience.

It’s so important to connect with 
friends and family. Even your 
healthcare professional. We are not 
alone in this. Reach out to a friend 
or family member you haven’t heard 
from, check in with them.

A simple text asking how they are 
feeling can go a long way.

We can’t fi x each other’s problems 
but knowing that someone out there 
cares can make a big difference.

I lost my mum to brain cancer 
when I was 16, her legacy was: “If I 
can make just one person smile each 
day, then it has been a good day”.

Better Boating Victoria has admit-
ted the proposed upgrade to the An-
derson Road boat ramp won’t entirely 
solve the problem of sand build-up.

A decade after being given a 
$500,000 facelift – at the time criti-
cised by fi shermen who said it would 
fail to improve the facility – new plans 
for the upgrade were unveiled at a 
community meeting a fortnight ago.

Daily sand build-up makes launch-
ing and retrieving vessels diffi cult 
and costs more than $65,000 (2016 
fi gure) annually for a grader to regu-
larly clear the area of sand.

Water users also agree the neighbour-
ing small jetty, built in 2011, is a white 
elephant and unusable at low tide.

Better Boating Victoria (BBV) earli-
er this year commissioned AW Mari-
time Pty Ltd to create the upgrade 
plans to improve safety, allow more 
boats to be berthed and to increase 
capacity.

The plans recommend:
• increasing the ramp’s height to 

minimise sand build up on the ramp 
surface and add a patterned surface 
fi nish. There will be no edge kerbs, 
with the width of the ramp reduced. 
An additional third lane could be 
built in the future;

• installing timber groynes on ei-
ther side, to the west and east;

• extending the existing jetty;
• dredging a basin at the end of the 

ramp to 0.5m;
• the turning circle at the top of 

the ramp be realigned, making “ma-
noeuvring cars and trailers easier 
and safer”, as well as improved ap-
proach and reversing lanes.

BBV response
However BBV Director Katherine 

Grech last week told the Advertiser 
the boat ramp would continue to have 
“some sand impacts”.

She said further assessments on lo-
cations of the groynes and potential 
reduction of sand build up would be 
undertaken in the next phases of the 
project’s design.

“The project to upgrade the ramp is 
in the early stages of concept design,” 
Katherine said.

“It’s much needed work and is go-
ing to lead to improved boating and 
fi shing.”

She said the ramp was impacted 
not just by sand movements, but also 
signifi cant tidal variation and a fl at 
grade and so needed to be steeper 
and higher.

She did not answer questions 
about why the ramp was having its 
side wings removed and why it was 
set to be smaller, effectively halving 
capacity.

Anderson Road ramp is main-
tained by Bass Coast Shire but BBV 
is working with the shire to progress 
the designs.

She said timing of the project was 
contingent on council support and 
approvals and because the project 
was in its early stages, costs were not 
known.

She said the Anderson Road boat 
ramp upgrade was being funded by 
the Victorian Government, along-
side upgrades at Rhyll and proposed 
repairs and a new pontoon at Ne-
whaven jetty.

Concern
Lionel Bradley, who has been fi sh-

ing off the Anderson ramp for 60 
years, said he opposed most of the 
design. 

“At the moment four cars can 
launch off the ramp but this design 
is making two lanes so the ramp will 
be useless,” Lionel said.

“Why cut it in half? A lot of peo-
ple drive down and turn their cars 
around instead of backing down 50 
metres, but under this plan you won’t 
be able to do a U-turn.”

He said the smaller ramp would 
also add to congestion.

“Under this plan waiting times will 
be far worse. It will double.”

Concept designs and survey: 
https://betterboating.vic.gov.au/
consultations/cowes-boat-ramp/

A losing battle with erosion?

Eric, the McLure’s cat, continued 
to gain social media fame with his 
daily lockdown videos. In this one 
he conducted a cooking segment.

Dapper Eric here wears a bow tie 
and penguin suit

Ramp upgrade won’t fi x sand problem

With extra high tides and strong northerly winds in the last few 
weeks, excavators once again took to Cowes east to try to stop 
increasing erosion from breaching into foreshore properties.

Lionel Bradley, who has been fi sh-
ing off the Anderson ramp for 60 
years, said he opposed most of the 
design upgrades.
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D I R E C T O R Y

Support the businesses at the  of our community

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

15years experience, including 
2 at Beachside Hair & Beauty.
Bookings: 5952 5669

In� oducing Chantelle

From 2nd Aug

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  
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F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

F O O D  &  D R I N K

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   

New team 
New Stockdale

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

15years experience, including 
2 at Beachside Hair & Beauty.
Bookings: 5952 5669

In� oducing Chantelle

From 2nd Aug

Alicia Miran-Khan  0407 056 526

Yphillip islandc
INTERIORS
 @phillipislandinteriors

H O M E

Interior Design  
& Decoration

Homewares & Gift
Shop 6, 34 Thompson Ave Cowes

btdesign.com.au

Bass Coast Shire will lobby for 
Inverloch to be kept in the state 
electoral seat of Bass, after the 
Electoral Boundaries Commis-
sion recommended it be moved to 
the Gippsland South electorate.

And councillors will also call 
on the commission to give Bass 
a new name that better represent 
First Nations people.

Last month the commission 
released a report into electoral 
boundary changes ahead of the 

2022 state election, recommend-
ing Phillip Island remain within 
the Bass electorate.

However under the review, In-
verloch would be removed, while 
other Western Port communities, 
such as Warneet, Tooradin, Nar 
Nar Goon, Garfi eld, and Bunyip 
would become part of Bass.

Shire mayor Brett Tessari ex-
plained the review only impacted 
state government electoral bound-
aries, not municipal.

“Regardless of the outcome, In-
verloch will remain part of the 

Bass Coast Shire,” Cr Tessari 
said.

“Our submission will propose 
that retaining Inverloch within 
the District of Bass is important 
as it will maintain the sense of 
community.

“Bass Coast’s coastal commu-
nities share a number of unique 
challenges, such as addressing 
the impacts of climate change 
and coastal erosion, seasonal 
visitation compounded by issues 
related to geography, population 
growth and land development.”

Bass Coast Shire will instead 
propose an alternative option that 
sees electors in the northern part 
of the electorate move across to 
Gippsland South instead.

Cr Bruce Kent supported the 
move saying “Inverloch doesn’t 
want to lose us and we don’t want 
to lose Inverloch”.

Cr Leticia Laing moved a mo-
tion to request the EBC consult 
with the Bunurong Land Council 
to consider changing the name of 
the Bass electorate.

The review is required because 

each electoral district must be 
within 10 per cent of the state av-
erage in terms of enrolled voters, 
to ensure the vote is evenly dis-
tributed.

At the moment, Bass is almost 41 
per cent above the state average, 
making it the second highest of 
any electoral district in Victoria.

To read the full report or to 
make a submission, go to www.
ebc.vic .gov.au /CurrentRedivi-
sion/ProposedBoundaries.html.

Submissions close at 5pm on 
July 30.

Shire to lobby on electoral changes
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With no positive cases detected 
from the recent spate of exposure 
sites, the focus has now turned to 
increasing local vaccination rates.

The Gippsland Region Public 
Health Unit (GRPHU) said to date 
9787 vaccines have been adminis-
tered through the mass vaccination 
clinic in Wonthaggi.

This is made up of 6331 Pfizer and 
3456 AstraZeneca vaccines. Addi-
tional vaccinations have also been 
done through local GPs.

Data was not available on how 
many of these doses were for first 
or second shots.

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan Child 
said it was important that people 
continued to come forward and be 
vaccinated.

She believes high vaccination 
rates are the only answer.

“It’s our way out of this. It’s the 
single thing that is probably going 
to make the difference between 
whether we are doing this stuff 
(restrictions and lockdowns) next 
year, or sitting back and enjoying 
things more.”

Vaccination is currently open to 
people aged 40 years and over.

People over 60 are eligible for the 
AstraZeneca vaccine unless they 
are in a specific category, such as a 
health care worker, or have an un-
derlying medical condition.

People between 40 and 60 will re-
ceived the Pfizer.

Ms Child agreed there was a de-
gree of vaccine hesitancy in the 
community.

“All the tussle with AstraZeneca 
has not helped and the clotting risk 
is a big factor in people’s minds.

“I think that’s certainly meant 
people across the board think all 
vaccines are tricky.”

However she urged people not to 
put off having the vaccine, saying 
the past week’s events had shown 
that even in the regions, the com-
munity was vulnerable to a Covid 
outbreak.

Pfizer
Ms Child said this week the Won-

thaggi clinic was focused on getting 
Pfizer to the 1A workforce – health-

care workers, paramedics and aged 
care and disability workers.

However, with additional supplies 
of Pfizer due at the end of the week, 
Ms Child said more bookings for the 
public should become available.

“Appointments will open up as 
soon as supplies open up.”

From this week, women who are 
pregnant (aged 16 years and over) 
can now receive the Pfizer vaccine 
through the vaccination centre.

The latest Covid information re-
leased by the Victorian Government 
stated Pfizer was the preferred vac-
cine for pregnant women and that 
global data had “not found any sig-
nificant safety concerns with CO-
VID-19 vaccines given at any stage 
of pregnancy”.

Ms Child urged anyone wanting a 
Pfizer vaccine – either for their first 
or second dose – to make a booking.

GRPHU advised bookings were 
required for the Pfizer vaccine at all 
community clinics in Gippsland.

AstraZeneca
With a plentiful supply of Astra-

Zeneca on hand, Ms Child urged 
eligible people to come forward, 
including those due for their second 
dose.

“If you’ve had one dose – please 
have the second. There are no clini-
cal concerns around the second 
dose of AstraZeneca,” she said.

“AstraZeneca is still a safe vac-
cine for people in their older years.”

The clinic will accept walk-ins for 
AstraZeneca vaccinations.

In line with advice from AGATI, 
although Pfizer is still the preferred 
vaccine for people under 60 years, 
adults over 18 years who can pro-
vide “informed consent” can receive 
AstraZeneca through GPs.

The Community Vaccination 
Clinic at the Wonthaggi Town Hall 
is currently open from 9am to 4pm 
on Monday, Tuesday and Friday, 
and 10am – 6pm on Wednesdays.

Clinic hours may change based on 
staffing and demand.

For the latest opening hours, visit 
www.covidbasscoasthealth.org.au/
covid-19updates or check the BCH 
Facebook page.

To book an appointment go to 
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-
your-vaccine-appointment or call 
1800 675 398.

For information on vaccines and 
eligibility, visit www.health.gov.
au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-
19-vaccines

After spending 14 days in quar-
antine, Stephanie and Mark Ippel 
said they’re grateful for the sup-
port from friends, family and the 
local community.

“Iso has had its challenges but 
we are all safe and well,” they said.

“Basically we’ve had to call the 
ambulance here and they were 
amazing!

“And our neighbour who we 
hadn’t met yet picked up our shop-
ping and made us some fresh muf-
fins.

“Our other neighbours own the 
French restaurant, and they gave 
us some free meals from the pay it 

forward they have and so did the 
Indian restaurant.

“I also got a delivery from two 
friends of some cookies from Is-
land Cookies and have had friends 
collect shopping and petrol be-
cause otherwise when I got tested 
again I would run out.”

They said there wasn’t really a 
chance to prepare, as they had to 
isolate with no real warning.

“There are lot of little things you 
don’t think of.”

To date, there have been no posi-
tive results returned from any of 
the 805 local people in isolation or 
quarantine.

A Cowes yoga business has sent 
a desperate SOS to the community, 
asking for help to stay open.

Barefoot Potential owner Claire 
Sawatzky posted an urgent plea on 
her Facebook page, saying “Bare-
foot is in trouble”, able to financially 
last only 30 days.

Claire said “with a heavy heart” 
she penned the open letter to the 
community, explaining because of 
the pandemic the yoga and pilates 
business was in the red, after clos-
ing for a total of nine months.

The single mum of two said she 
had used her savings to keep the 
four-year-old Barefoot Potential 
afloat and spent the last 18 months 
living under a minimum wage, with 
no government support.

“I haven’t shared how difficult it 
has truly been, it’s not my style – 
sharing publicly for me means this 
is true, real rock bottom.”

Claire said few people had taken 
up online classes and after every 
lockdown Barefoot has lost a “wave 
of members”.

“We have been subject to some 

of the harshest restrictions with 
closures far longer than most and 
capacity restrictions that meant 
we essentially earn zero,” she said, 
adding she wasn’t “knocking the 
public health response”.

As such, Claire called on the com-
munity to buy a family, friend or 
yourself a pass to classes

“We are calling on the community.
“If you want us to stay open, we 

need your financial support.”
The shout-out comes after the tal-

ly of Covid economic victims con-
tinues to climb with the loss of Ko-
rea Garden in Cowes in early July 
after opening three years ago.

Last month the Advertiser report-
ed 11:eleven café owner Raj Ruthi 
and partner Kirsten closed the doors 
of their Thompson Avenue business 
“after a long and challenging 15 
months”, describing it as a “sad and 
uncomfortable time for us”.

That closure followed the end of 
Citrus and Vine restaurant in March 
and last year’s news that Fork n 
Waffle’s owners would step away, 
replaced by new management.

A revived camping and caravan 
park at Forrest Caves was again re-
jected by Bass Coast Shire council-
lors, who said it would be “culpable” 
to build.

For the fifth consecutive year the 
controversial park plan has been 
proposed, with a planning permit 
for a 266-site caravan park devel-
opment lodged in 2016, which later 
received 41 objections.

Late last year the developers sub-
mitted new plans for Bass Coast 
Shire approval for the 1285 Phillip 
Island Road land.

To be called Surf Park Phillip Is-
land, the plans propose 207 camp 
sites – including 27 drive through 
caravan sites, 37 large camp sites 
and 114 tent sites – as well as a re-
ception building, two amenities 
blocks, and caretakers residence.

Under the plans, the 8ha site will 
have 18 car parks, as well as park-
ing for vehicles at each camp site, 
with a left and right turn lane land 
at the entrance to Phillip Island 
Road.

The plans received 59 objections 
and one submission in support, and 
is set to go to VCAT for a five day 
hearing from October 18 because 
the shire failed to make a decision 
on the application within the statu-
tory timeframe.

Shire planning officers recom-
mended refusal of the plans because 
they contravene state and local 
planning policies.

Cr David Rooks agreed with the 
refusal, saying the community has 
repeatedly rejected the plans.

“This has come up over a number 
of times and each time it is knocked 
back by council,” Cr Rooks said.

Cr Rooks said he did not sup-
port the proposal for many rea-
sons, including it was an urban 

development outside existing town 
boundaries, while the surrounding 
environment was sensitive.

Cr Clare Le Serve said a caravan 
park should not be located near the 
neighbouring “highly hazardous” 
Forrest Caves surf beach.

“The beach there is not consid-
ered to be safe by Surf Lifesaving 
Australia,” Cr Le Serve said, adding 
the land was zoned farming and a 
caravan park was therefore “inap-
propriate”.

“Visitors from all over Australia 
will be visiting. It’s highly risky.”

Cr Michael Whelan said it would 
be “culpable” to attract tourists to 
such a “treacherous beach”.

He said that section of the Phillip 
Island Road was also “treacherous”, 
explaining there was a fatal acci-
dent nearby at Surf Beach several 
years ago.

“Imagine trying to turn with a 50-
foot trailer on the back … and with 
a crest coming down the hill,” Cr 
Whelan said, adding that all visi-
tors would be required to drive to 
get even basic groceries.

Bass Coast Shire councillors in 
September 2017 unanimously voted 
to reject the development and the 
developers took the proposal to 
VCAT, with four hearing delays up 
to March 2019.

Objectors
In 2016, Traffix Group completed 

a traffic report and once again they 
have submitted a new report, using 
traffic studies from 2014 and 2018 
to conclude “traffic associated with 
the development will be modest”.

However most objectors strongly 
disagreed, predicting the proposed 
caravan park would invite serious 
traffic accidents.

A nearby resident argued the 

developer’s traffic study was “seri-
ously flawed” and should have been 
carried out in peak season.

Many objectors highlighted that 
Forrest Caves was a dangerous un-
patrolled beach, with large rips that 
are “often not visible”, and “one of 
the most treacherous stretches of 
beach on the whole of Phillip Is-
land”.

According to a flora and fauna as-
sessment, the site contains areas of 
environmental significance and is 
habitat for the Short-tailed Shear-
water and the threatened Hooded 
Plover.

As such the developers propose a 
30-metre habitat protection buffer 
from the northern edge of the shear-
water breeding burrows and a non-
climbable conservation fence along 
the southern boundary stopping ac-
cess to the conservation area.

Objectors, however, were critical 
of the proposal’s close proximity to 
a shearwater colony.

Several submissions highlighted 
that “almost every year” the land 
was subject to flooding, which 
stopped development of the neigh-
bouring Scenic Estate reserve, “now 
a wetland managed beautifully as a 
tourist walk”.

Submitters asked how it was even 
possible to propose a caravan park 
in land that is zoned farming.

There was just one submission in 
support of the park plan.

“Phillip Island is a tourist desti-
nation and requires more caravan 
parks as four have now permanent-
ly closed in Cowes for development 
purposes,” the supporter wrote.

“The site is useless as farmland.
“The site is central to the island 

and located on the main road, that 
is great for access. A roundabout 
should be installed for access.”

Bass Coast Health is urging everyone to book in for their vaccination. 
Photo: Steve Cornfield -Unsplash.

Focus on vaccination

Forrest Caves van plan canned again

Covid threatens to 
close another business

Stephanie and Mark Ippel with son Isaac said they were grateful for 
the support from the community. “Our neighbour who we hadn’t met 
yet picked up our shopping and made us fresh muffins.”

A positive outlook

Are you confused about who is 
currently eligible to get vaccinated?

Are you unsure which vaccine you 
should be receiving?

Gippsland Region Public Health Unit 
has provided this summary of who is 
currently able to receive a vaccine at a 
Community Vaccination Clinic.

Pfizer eligibility:
• Phase 1a / Phase 1b Cohorts (under 
60 years **)
• Pregnant woman
• General Population 40 years to 59 
years

AstraZeneca eligibility:
• Phase 1a / Phase 1b cohorts who 
are 60 years and over
• General population 60 years  

and over
Please note:
**The following priority cohorts 
have additionally been granted ac-
cess to Pfizer (irrespective of age);
• Healthcare workers
• aged care workers
• disability workers
• family of hotel quarantine workers
• border enforcement workers

Keen to get an AstraZeneca shot, 
but you don’t fit into any of the cat-
egories listed above? Anyone under 
60 who is not in a priority cohort 
may be able to speak with and ac-
cess it via their GP.     

To book an appointment, go to 
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-
your-vaccine-appointment or call 
1800 675 398.

Can I get vaccinated?
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BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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BUILDER

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

FENCING
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ISLAND TIMBER 
AND FENCING

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers, 

brush panels etc.
ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber 

NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

BLINDS & CARPET

Carpets
Blinds

Furniture
155 Thompson Ave, Cowes

www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au
Ph: 5952 1488

CONCRETER
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* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

CLEANING

Bass Coast Holiday aCCommodationBass Coast Holiday aCCommodation

Cleaning and linen serviCeCleaning and linen serviCe

by the 8th Element
0421 665 2270421 665 227

sharon@eighthelement.com.ausharon@eighthelement.com.au

- Cleaning and linen service- Cleaning and linen service
- Property set-up and styling- Property set-up and styling

EARTHMOVINGEARTHMOVING

LK
51

85

611 Ventnor Road, Cowes
0418 383 881 - 5956 8615

Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

l 10m3 tippers l Bobcat
l 4 ton excavators l Post hole borers

l Driveways l Rubbish removed
l Quarry materials supplies l Blocks cleared

EXCAVATIONS
NEAL McRAE
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DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU22840

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

EARTHMOVING
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

CAR REMOVAL

JD00562AA

BASS HWY CAR 
REMOVAL
UNWANTED CARS  

& SCRAP METAL REMOVED

FREE
7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL SHANE 

0407 599 616  
OR 5678 2002

ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
Phillip Island

5956 9551 / 0417 141 035

• Registered building practitioners
• Worksafe approved l Fully insured

• All areas/free quotes LK
00

03
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EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs
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CARPET & FLUE CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic – upholstery

• Rental bond specialists 
• Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING

0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

RICHIE & DI LAING

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT
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Island Flue Island Flue 
CleaningCleaning

CONCRETER
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CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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CONCRETER

JO
00

76
6A

A

• Shed Slabs   
• Driveways   
• Cross Overs  
• Watertank  

& Aircon pads

0459 477 370 – Dave Anderson
   @SouthenRockConcrete

SOU T H E RN

R O C K

CONCRETE

CONCRETER
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• Epoxy Flake Garage Floors
• Spray on Paving

• Concrete Grinding & Sealing
• Concrete Clean & Seals

www.kustomconcretefloors.com.au

Phone: 0418 822 661

C O N C R E T E  F L O O R S

CONCRETER
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0402 454 742

Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,

Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS

W
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Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business 
Guide

CONTACT JANE ON 
5952 3201 OR EMAIL 
ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

GLASS

LK00012AA

• Residential locksmithing & key cutting • Flyscreens
• Shower screens • Re-glazing • Security doors l Glass balustrading 

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes

sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LEWIS BETTS         A.B.N. 37 053 127 216

Glazing the Island and district

BETTSY'S

GLASS

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

and appliances sales

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637

LK
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PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

LAWN MOWING

LK
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Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

0431 992 027

Re-paint specialists, real estate, 
insurance work, domestic & commercial 

Free quotes/over 25 years exp. 
Competitively priced/professional 

reliable service
julianbird8@gmail.com

TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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SEWING & ALTERATIONS

STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TILING

Tiling
Bathroom repairs
Leaking showers

Re-grouting
30 yrs experience and no jobs too small.

Rob Davies – 0418 522 044
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TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TREE SERVICES
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

• Tree & Stump removal
• Pruning 
• Chipping

Fully insured

TREE CARE NOW

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS
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GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

LAWN MOWING
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

LAUNDRY SERVICES
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Island Premium Laundry offer all  
your laundry needs from general house  
washing to your pet beds or blankets.

We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,  
call 59 522 889 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au
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WINDOW CLEANING
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WINDOW 
CLEANING  

0409 946 839

Glassed Out Window Cleaning
Fully insured

LAWN MOWING
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Lawn & block mowing  |  Tree services & removals
Rubbish removals & yard clean ups
Stone masonry  |  Gutter clearing

0434 288 779  |   WWW.JOEYSMOWING.COM
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Seek, buy and sell

BUCKLEY, 
Doreen Adeline:

Passed away peacefully 
on July 25, 2021. 

Loved and loving Mum 
and mother-in-law of 

Paul and Marie. 
Adored Nana to Mark, 

Simon (dec), Andrea and 
their families. 

Treasured Memories

CANNIZZARO, Patrick: 
21.06.1934 - 22.07.2021 

Beloved husband 
of Maureen. 

Loved father and father-
in-law of Doreen & 

David, Stephen, Charlie, 
Kathy & Phillip. 

Loving Pop to all his 
grandchildren and great 

grandchildren. 
We would like to thank 
all the staff at Griffiths 

Point Lodge for their 
love and care of Dad and 

San Remo Pharmacy. 
Patrick’s service will 

be live streamed. 
Please go to www.hand-

leyandandersonfuner-
als.com.au for details.

HALL, Kay: 
My buddy, my bestie. 

How I will miss our 
caravanning trips, our 
beers around the fire, 
our keeping of secrets 

and your “blokey” 
chats with Dicky. 

But most of all, I will 
miss you mate. 

Your “honey bunch” 
Julie.

NORTON, Brian William: 
03/01/1946 - 
22/07/2021 

Passed away peacefully 
in the Alfred Hospital. 

Dearly beloved 
husband of Janet. 

Father and father-in-law 
to Shane and Sophie. 

Pop to Joshua and Oliver. 
Reunited With 

Loved Ones. 
A private cremation 

will be held.

SCHAEFER (Reid) 
– Joan Evelyn:

20.8.1926 – 17.7.2021 
Passed away peacefully. 
Loved and loving mother 

of Loretta, Frank 
and Karen, 

mother-in-law of Norm, 
Leanne and Eric. 

Adored Nana to all her 
grandchildren and 

great grandchildren. 
Treasured Memories 

and Always Loved 

For funeral details 
please go to 

www.handleyandander-
sonfunerals.com.au 

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meet-
ings Bass Coast Shire, 
Wonthaggi - Tuesday 
8pm; AA Cowes Big 
Book meeting at St Phil-
ip’s Church (opp. Coles) 
- Tuesday 7pm, 0417 
317 470; Salvation Army 
building, McKenzie St., 
Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.

Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
REPAIRS AND  

RESTORATIONS 
From timber to metal – 
small to large projects 

Reasonable prices
Open Tues Wed & Thurs 

9am to noon
Contact Terry on 
0438 808 428

JO0006AA

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

DEATHS DEATHS

About the Organisation
Baptcare is a purpose driven 
organisation focused on delivering 
the best of care to people of all ages, 
cultures, beliefs and circumstances 
across Victoria, Tasmania and South 
Australia. We deliver better outcomes 
for more than 13,000 people in our 
community, combining best practice 
with a social heart.

About the Role
We are currently seeking a casual 
Personal Care Worker with experience 
in Home & Community Care who 
is willing to travel to client homes 
to provide care. This role is in our 
friendly and professional team. Our 
clients are located in Cowes, Phillip 
Island and the surrounding areas.

•	 Supportive work environment
•	 Award wages plus KM allowance 

plus time travel allowance
•	 Salary packaging available
•	 Ongoing training and development 

opportunities year round

Duties, Skills and Experience
•	 Hold a minimum of Certificate 3 in

Aged Care/Individual Support or 
Home and Community Care

•	 Hold a current minimum Level 2 
First Aid Certificate

•	 Have a recent Police Check
•	 Must have own roadworthy 

vehicle, Australian Driver’s Licence 
and own mobile smart phone

•	 Excellent verbal and written 
communication and intermediate 
computer skills

How to apply
Please visit our website to apply for 
this position and to view the Role 
Statement at www.baptcare.org.au
Then click ‘Apply Now’ to submit
your application.

Send applications by:
August 15th, 2021
Appointment to this position is subject to 
a satisfactory National Police Clearance, 
a Current Influenza Vaccination and a 
current Driver’s Licence.

baptcare.org.au

To apply please visit: baptcare.org.au/vacancies

Personal Care Worker
Casual

• Home & Community Care
• Cowes & Phillip Island
• Work in Your Local 

Community
• Salary Packaging Options
• Flexible Work Arrangements
• Supportive and Dynamic Team

Baptcare subscribes to a mobile
and flexible work environment.
Baptcare is committed to building
a respectful and inclusive
workplace, appointing the
best person for the role and
supporting diversity. We
welcome applicants who
may require adjustments.
If you require support
with the application
process, please contact
pcservices@baptcare.org.au

Position Vacancies
Bass Coast Health
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t 5671 3333   f 5671 3300
e info@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au

Bass Coast Health is seeking applications for 
the following positions:
ALLIED HEALTH ASSISTANT 
Permanent Part Time – Closes 30/07/2021
CHRONIC DISEASE MANAGEMENT NURSE 
Permanent Part Time – Closes 28/07/2021
HOSPITAL MEDICAL OFFICER 
Fixed Term Full Time – Closes 22/07/2021
PLUMBER 
Permanent Full Time – Closes 30/07/2021
REGISTERED MIDWIFE 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closes 02/08/2021
REGISTERED NURSE 
Full Time, Part Time, Casual  
– Closes 02/08/2021
REGISTERED NURSE HITH 
Permanent Part Time – Closes 27/07/2021

Bass Coast Health has a range of exciting 
employment opportunities.

For more information and to apply, please 
visit Bass Coast Health’s recruitment page at:
https://basscoasthealth.mercury.com.au/

SearchResults.aspx 
or contact Human Resources via email  

hr@basscoasthealth.org.au

SITUATION VACANT

CARE MANAGER 
Melaleuca is a 37 bed Residential  

Aged Care Facility in Cowes, and is part of 
Phillip Island Homes for the Aged Assoc. Inc.  
We are seeking a Registered Nurse Division 

1 to fill the role of Care Manager Full time 
equivalent. (Part time/ Job share will be 

considered for suitable applicants).
The successful applicant should have 
experience in Residential Aged Care, 

demonstrate skills and knowledge of ACFI, 
electronic documentation and Accreditation.  

The ability to manage the aged care team and 
co-ordinate holistic care and advocacy for 

residents will be required.  
Applications to be addressed to Secretary, 

Phillip Island Homes for the Aged Assoc. Inc.  
1 Watchorn Road. Cowes Vic 3922  

or emailed to  
admin@phillipislandhomesfortheaged.com.au

LK01619AA

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its 
journalism in accordance with 
the guidelines of the Australian 
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity
1. Ensure that factual material 
in news reports and elsewhere 
is accurate and not misleading, 
and is distinguishable from 
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or 
other adequate remedial 
action if published material 
is significantly inaccurate or 
misleading.

Fairness and balance
3. Ensure that factual material 
is presented with reasonable 
fairness and balance, and that 
writers’ expressions of opinion 
are not based on significantly 
inaccurate factual material or 
omission of key facts.
4. Ensure that where material 
refers adversely to a person, 

a fair opportunity is given for 
subsequent publication of 
a reply if that is reasonably 
necessary to address a possible 
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person’s 
reasonable expectations of 
privacy, unless doing so is 
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing 
materially to substantial 
offence, distress or prejudice, 
or a substantial risk to health 
or safety, unless doing so is 
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency
7. Avoid publishing material 
which has been gathered by 
deceptive or unfair means, 
unless doing so is sufficiently in 
the public interest.
8. Ensure that conflicts of 
interests are avoided or 
adequately disclosed, and that 
they do not influence published 
material.

Notice of the 2021 Phillip Island  
Medical and Health Action Group Inc.  

Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General 

Meeting scheduled for August 10th has been post-
poned due to COVID 19-restrictions.   

Advice of new date will be given as soon as possible.

JO
00

95
6A

A

PUBLIC NOTICES
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1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge
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PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

Visit salvationarmy.org.au
or scan the QR code

I NEVER THOUGHT 
I’D BE HOMELESS.”
More people are now facing 
homelessness than ever before.

“

Santa arrived early this year!
On Friday, July 23, residents and staff 

from Grossard Point Aged Care celebrated 
Christmas in July with a fabulous lunch.

The staff and residents alike dressed up 
in festive attire, tables were adorned with 
animated, singing and dancing Christmas 
decorations, and a traditional Christmas 

lunch with all the trimmings was served.
Even those residents unable to leave their 

rooms were treated to festive and Christ-
mas themed meal trays.

Kerrie Barr, the Grossard Point Lifestyle 
Coordinator said the staff go to great pains 
to make it a fantastic event and a good day 
was had by all.

Christmas in July at Grossard Point

Dennis Tregonning 
Harris OAM

1/05/1938 – 18/07/2021

The Members and Board 
of the Woolamai Beach 

Surf Life Saving Club
are saddened by the 

loss of our inspirational 
Life Member and friend 

after he passed away 
peacefully on Sunday 

with his beloved 
family close by.

Dennis has been 
recognized many times 

for his community 
work in the Bass Coast  
but he is particularly 
remembered for his 

legendary fundraising 
activities for Surf Life 
Saving on behalf of 

the WBSLSC over the 
past four decades and 

particularly for his work 
with the 

Channel Challenge 
and Cowes Classic 

events involving the 
Wooolamai & 

PIFN Clubs.

We will miss his energy 
and enthusiasm and his 
gregarious and friendly 

nature that saw him 
acquire a legion of 

friends and admirers 
within the Bass Coast 

District.

A life very well lived.

Tony Crennan with Allyson Bennett, who 
dressed up for the occasion.

Maureen Foldi could see straight through to 
Christmas with these special reindeer specs!
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So they sold the business and 

although being set up comfort-
ably he started his next venture 
restoring vintage MG’s at home in 
Mt Waverley. 

He was often reminiscing on 
the many colourful characters 
he came across in their Prahran 
business, especially Lindsay Fox 
when he was starting out in his 
original one truck operation. 

Lindsay and he became lifelong 
friends and members of the Com-
monwealth Golf Club.

With their holiday house on the 
Island it was only natural that 
his daughters, Sarah and Kylie, 
would follow his love of the ocean 
and when they joined the Surf 
Life Saving Club at Woolamai he 
was in his element. 

Firstly it was as an organiser 
and driver of the growing Nippers 
program. Then he progressed to 
the main committee where he be-
came Treasurer and focused on 
the club’s fundraising activities as 
well as his mechanical expertise 
leading to the club becoming one 
of the first Victorian SLC Club’s to 
have a mobile rescue vehicle oper-
ating on the beach.

Projects such as the sale of the 
Life Saving branded sunscreen 
continually flowed from his ac-
tive brain. 

Once the club launched the 
inaugural Channel Challenge 
event in 1986 in conjunction with 
his childhood friends, Lyle and 
Elaine Williams (Elaine grew up 
on a property next to the Harris 
family), he was off and flying. 

Dennis loved the events and the 
involvement it gave him with the 
local community. It wasn’t long 
before he had helped organise 
an event at the Cowes end of the 
Island in conjunction with his old 
Phillip Island footy club friends 
and we now have the Cowes 
Classic as part of the Bass Coast 

Series. However he will be best 
remembered for his work each 
year with the Hole-In-One golf 
tournament he ran at the Chan-
nel Challenge. 

Each year he would spend 
months visiting golf clubs around 
Melbourne cadging thousands of 
golf balls and as many old golf 
clubs as he could find and this 
was a perennial and lucrative 
favourite on Channel Challenge 
day until the loud voices from 
the politically correct had it shut 
down. 

Major raffles and collections, 

the “Woolamai Wipeout” and “a 
day at the Woolamai Picnic Rac-
es” were all under the supervision 
of Dennis.

Another idea attributed to Den-
nis and his good friend, Brian 
Taylor, was the concept of build-
ing an accommodation residence 
close to the clubhouse so the 
older, experienced leaders of the 
club had somewhere to stay with 
their growing families and re-
main involved with the club. 

Dennis often stated that he 
picked up this idea from mem-
bers of the Coolum Surf Life Sav-

ing Club where he often parked 
his caravan next to, in the depths 
of the Melbourne winter, and of 
course it wouldn’t be long before 
he was striking up a conversation 
with them as they went for their 
daily 9am surf.

Over the years Dennis has re-
ceived many awards and recogni-
tion from our own club and from 
the shire of Bass Coast where he 
is a former Citizen Of The Year. 

However he was especially 
appreciative of his recent OAM 
awarded by the Federal gov-
ernment as recognition for his 
hardworking efforts and achieve-
ments for various community 
causes, especially that of the Surf 
Life Saving movement based at 
his beloved Phillip Island. 

The “wheel of life” has recently 
turned full circle with the four 
grandsons of Kath and Dennis – 
Aidan, Blake, Leo and Jasper – all 
becoming involved with the club. 

Blake has recently used his 
training to help someone after a 
car accident and he and Aidan 
were both involved in a difficult 
rescue of someone who floated 
out to sea near their house.

We will all miss him but we also 
know that we were fortunate to 
have shared our lives with a ter-
rific bloke who gave more than 
most and lived a full, happy and 
productive life.

Farewell Dennis, you were one 
of the best!

Our condolences to Kath, 
Sarah, Kylie and their families 
and they should know that our 
thoughts are with them.

There is a Facebook page being 
organized where people are in-
vited to post stories and photos of 
Dennis’ active life.

There is definitely a plan for us 
all to get together some time in 
the future and celebrate the great 
life of D. T. Harris along with his 
family and other friends.

WEST GIPPSLAND 
COMPETITION LADDERS

SENIOR FOOTBALL

RESERVES FOOTBALL

THIRDS FOOTBALL

FOURTHS FOOTBALL

NETBALL

THIS WEEKEND DRAWS
WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION

Round 14, Saturday July 31

W L % % WON
Tooradin-Dalmore 9 0 1029.36 95.00
Cora Lynn 8 1 377.35 85.00
Garfield 8 2 352.38 80.00
Inverloch-Kongwak 7 3 167.85 70.00
Phillip Island 6 4 202.83 60.00
Kilcunda Bass 6 4 200.00 60.00
Nar Nar Goon 4 6 58.99 40.00
Korumburra-Bena 3 7 35.64 30.00
Bunyip 2 8 30.70 20.00
Koo Wee Rup 1 9 21.37 10.00
Dalyston 0 10 10.67 0.00
Warragul Industrials 0 0 0.00 0.00

W L % % WON
Garfield 8 0 424.68 100.00
Inverloch-Kongwak 7 2 364.18 77.78
Nar Nar Goon 7 2 245.23 77.78
Phillip Island 6 3 319.58 66.67
Korumburra-Bena 6 3 181.10 66.67
Cora Lynn 4 5 82.45 44.44
Bunyip 2 6 45.10 25.00
Koo Wee Rup 2 7 66.93 22.22
Kilcunda Bass 1 6 17.29 14.29
Dalyston 0 9 10.04 0.00
Warragul Industrials 0 0 0.00 0.00
Tooradin-Dalmore 0 0 0.00 0.00

W L % PTS
Tooradin-Dalmore 10 1 384.56 40
Bunyip 9 2 343.87 36
Inverloch-Kongwak 8 3 172.86 32
Phillip Island 7 4 172.33 28
Nar Nar Goon 7 4 153.40 28
Cora Lynn 6 5 145.23 24
Koo Wee Rup 6 5 103.06 24
Warragul Industrials 6 5 90.42 24
Kilcunda Bass 3 8 51.24 12
Garfield 3 8 44.40 12
Korumburra-Bena 1 10 29.77 4
Dalyston 0 11 18.19 0

W L % PTS
Phillip Island 10 1 302.99 40
Inverloch-Kongwak 9 2 156.80 36
Tooradin-Dalmore 8 3 154.31 32
Nar Nar Goon 8 3 129.14 32
Cora Lynn 8 3 123.17 32
Garfield 7 4 114.47 28
Warragul Industrials 5 6 111.62 20
Bunyip 4 7 75.33 16
Kilcunda Bass 3 8 73.80 12
Korumburra-Bena 2 9 54.10 8
Koo Wee Rup 1 10 48.00 4
Dalyston 1 10 33.44 4

17 & UNDER Pts %
Inv-Kongwak 40 217.51
Koo Wee Rup 36 212.87
Phillip Island 36 186.73

Cora Lynn 32 148.70
Kor-Bena 30 150.57

Warragul Indus 24 133.70
Tooradin-Dal 22 86.71

Dalyston 20 118.64
Bunyip 12 70.25

Nar Nar Goon 8 78.84
Kilcunda Bass 4 43.27

Garfield 0 7.89

C-GRADE Pts %
Inv-Kongwak 42 176.25

Dalyston 40 132.29
Bunyip 36 146.44

Cora Lynn 32 133.09
Nar Nar Goon 24 136.16
Koo Wee Rup 24 117.86

Warragul Indus 20 117.33
Tooradin-Dal 18 122.77
Phillip Island 16 112.26

Kor-Bena 8 88.15
Kilcunda Bass 4 26.66

Garfield 0 34.74

B-GRADE Pts %
Phillip Island 40 187.79
Tooradin-Dal 40 152.62
Inv-Kongwak 36 117.38

Warragul Indus 32 119.47
Bunyip 24 114.99

Kor-Bena 24 112.02
Koo Wee Rup 18 101.09

Cora Lynn 18 88.11
Garfield 16 80.12
Dalyston 8 83.17

Nar Nar Goon 8 55.44
Kilcunda Bass 0 58.89

A-GRADE Pts %
Dalyston 44 180.99
Kor-Bena 36 176.68

Tooradin-Dal 36 137.53
Bunyip 34 170.61

Warragul Indus 30 139.89
Nar Nar Goon 20 78.65
Phillip Island 16 91.70
Inv-Kongwak 16 76.23
Koo Wee Rup 16 67.20

Cora Lynn 12 76.20
Garfield 4 46.71

Kilcunda Bass 0 2.27

Phillip Island v Cora Lynn
Kilcunda-Bass v Korumburra-Bena

SOUTHERN GIPPSLAND  
JUNIOR FOOTBALL COMPETITION

Round 12, Sunday August 1

YOUTH GIRLS FOOTBALL COMPETITION
Round 10, Sunday August 1 

Phillip Island Red v Dalyston
BYE - Phillip Island Blue

Bunyip v Phillip Island

14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

PHILLIP 
 ISLAND
  MARINETIDE 

GUIDE

23/06/2021 Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology

www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/print.php?aac=VIC_TP013&type=tide&date=28-7-2021&region=VIC&tz=Australia/Melbourne&tz_js=AEDT&days=7 1/1

Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/

© Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 2021, Bureau of Meteorology (ABN 92 637 533 532)

WED 28 JUL

HIGH 3:31 am
2.73 m

LOW 9:18 am
0.54 m

HIGH 4:22 pm
3.11 m

LOW 10:03 pm
0.85 m

THU 29 JUL

HIGH 4:25 am
2.75 m

LOW 10:06 am
0.64 m

HIGH 5:00 pm
3.05 m

LOW 10:45 pm
0.78 m

FRI 30 JUL

HIGH 5:14 am
2.73 m

LOW 10:50 am
0.76 m

HIGH 5:34 pm
2.96 m

LOW 11:25 pm
0.73 m

SAT 31 JUL

HIGH 5:59 am
2.70 m

LOW 11:31 am
0.89 m

HIGH 6:04 pm
2.87 m

SUN 1 AUG

LOW 12:00 am
0.70 m

HIGH 6:41 am
2.66 m

LOW 12:10 pm
1.01 m

HIGH 6:32 pm
2.78 m

MON 2 AUG

LOW 12:35 am
0.70 m

HIGH 7:22 am
2.63 m

LOW 12:47 pm
1.13 m

HIGH 7:00 pm
2.69 m

TUE 3 AUG

LOW 1:10 am
0.71 m

HIGH 8:05 am
2.60 m

LOW 1:27 pm
1.25 m

HIGH 7:31 pm
2.60 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – July / August 2021

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK

Dennis Tregonning Harris OAM

Woolamai Beach Surf Life 
Saving Club is one of 86 clubs 
to receive a grant from the 
Change Our Game fund, to 
help promote gender equality 
in sport.

The $5000 grant will allow 
the club to introduce JAMs 
– a junior development pro-
gram that provides a holistic 
approach to educational and 

training opportunities.
The Club said the program 

will focus on participants 
personal development within 
the club building self-confi-
dence, leadership, teamwork 
and communications skills.

Member for Bass, Jordan 
Crugnale said the grant was 
great news for the club and 
congratulated it for its “com-

mitment and passion to being 
leaders in our community.

“I look forward to seeing 
even more women and girls 
in our community get active 
and involved in grassroots 
sports,” she said.

Grants from the program are 
designed to celebrate and show-
case women and girls in all lev-
els of sport and recreation.

Midweek bowls
Notice to all our midweek bowls mem-

bers, as Covid is with us again midweek 
bowls was cancelled last week (July 22), as 
we were in another seven-day lockdown.

Hopefully this week (July 29) we will be 
able to resume our bowling weather and 
Covid permitting, if so, we will be playing 
at San Remo not Tarwin Lower.

10.30am at club for an 11am start, BYO 
lunch and everyone welcome.

For more information or to register, 
please contact Peter McWilliams on 5678 
5974 the night before.

Hopefully we will see you on the green.

Congratulations to the Westernport Field 
and Game Association, one of 29 recipients in 
the latest round of the Shooting Sports Facili-
ties Program.

The club received the grant to extend and 
renovate their buildings.

Other successful recipients include the Mal-
lacoota Gun Club which received a grant to 
rebuild its facilities after the devastating 
bushfires, and Sale Pistol Club who success-
fully applied to install solar panels to bring 
power to the site.

Additional funding will be provided to clubs 
that shoot outdoors to develop an Environ-
mental Management Plan to support them to 
manage their environmental obligations.

For more information about the program 
visit sport.vic.gov.au/grants-and-funding/our-
grants.

Bullseye for local 
shooting club

State Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale with Brendan Smart and Members of Cape Woola-
mai Beach Surf Life Saving Club

Surf club supported 
for gender equality

Dennis Harris left, with Rob Williams, who organised the very first 
Channel Challenge event, and Ron Nicholson (right) co-ordinator of 
the event over the past few decades.
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

45 LYALL STREET, VENTNOR
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WE HAVE QUALITY  
TENANTS WAITING

RENTAL  
PROPERTIES 
URGENTLY 
WANTED

1 GALLEON CRESCENT,  
SUNSET STRIP

$640,000 TO $690,000 
• Immaculately presented double story home
• Set on a large 616m2 allotment
• 3 bedrooms/1 bathroom

$2,200,000
• Coastal luxe meets country charm
• Contemporary design featuring barn doors, 

double height ceilings and 2 living areas
• All this on a 5612m2 (approx.) allotment

170 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES

 WE HAVE  
CASH BUYERS 

READY TO  
PURCHASE  

NOW!

SOLD

P H I L L I P  I S L A N D  &  S A N  R E M O

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local
newsagency

Olivia Curtain and her super-
star pony Dalgangle Hugs & 
Kisses (Popeye) are show jump-
ing champions.

Oliva and Popeye represented 
Newhaven College at the Hygain 
Victorian Equestrian Interschool 
Series (VEIS) earlier this month.

Competing in the Freshman’s 
division (primary school aged 
level) against schools from all 
over Victoria, Olivia and her fam-
ily travelled to the prestigious 
Werribee Park National Eques-
trian Centre for the last competi-
tion event of this series.

Olivia was trailing the series 

points leader in second place 
coming into this last round, but 
rode Popeye like a champion and 
won both the A2 and Grand Prix 
events for the day.

This gave her maximum points 
winning the day’s event. 

This result along with her 
scores from the previous rounds 
meant Olivia ended up winning 
the overall Freshman’s Show 
Jumping Champion for 2021.

Olivia and Popeye’s result helped 
take Newhaven College Equestri-
an Team combined score against 
all VEIS schools to eighth out of 78 
schools in the final leader board.

This is an amazing achievement 
for Olivia in her first year com-
peting at Interschool Show Jump-
ing (ISJ’S) and for the Newhaven 
College Equestrian Team.

Next Olivia will represent Ne-
whaven College in the Encourage 
division after the final Boneo se-
ries ISJ’s in September this year.

In the Encourage division Ol-
ivia will be competing against all 
age groups up to year 12 and the 
jumps go to 75cm in height

 Olivia and Popeye are looking 
forward to their next big chal-
lenge representing Phillip Island 
Pony Club in State Team Games 

and Pairs Dressage next month.
In addition Olivia is cur-

rently coming first in the West 
Gippsland Zone Show Jumping 
Series E Grade 75cm which has 
four rounds to complete. 

Olivia will be setting her goals 
on competing in show jumping at 
State’s in April 2022.

Olivia would like to thank all the 
people involved in helping her since 
she started riding three years ago at 
Phillip Island along with her coach-
es Emily from Hillview Equestrian, 
Amelia from Australian Institute of 
Ponies and of course mum and dad 
for all their support.

By Ron Nicholson, Woolamai Beach 
Surf Life Saving Club

I know how much we will all miss 
that infectious smile and those 
bright sparkling eyes that reflected 
Dennis’ love of life and people.

Also his enthusiasm and en-
ergy, his positive and gregari-
ous nature and his penchant for 
a yarn and a story or two (occa-
sionally with extra sauce).

The Woolamai Beach SLSC will 
certainly miss his tireless fund-
raising work and his endless ideas 
to help keep the club in the black.

Mostly we will miss a really 
good and loyal friend, a devoted 
family man and a “True Blue” 
Aussie who squeezed the most 
out of his 83+ years on this planet.

Dennis Harris was at heart a 
country boy who grew up on Phil-
lip Island during a much less con-
gested and hectic era. 

His father was at one time the 

Phillip Island Shire Council pres-
ident and the family was always 
involved in community activities. 
He loved the freedom of a coun-
try childhood with all the sport 

he could cram in, especially foot-
ball and cricket with local clubs, 
surfing, golf and athletics. He 
also loved following the fortunes 
of those horses trained on the 

Island by his cousin, Cefn Price, 
and also those trained by their 
close friend, Cyril Beechey.

Once he moved up to the “Big 
Smoke” he took up professional 
athletics and played football with 
Prahran in the VFA alongside his 
good mate, Kevin Sheedy. 

He was particularly fond of 
Kevin’s remark at a recent Prah-
ran FC luncheon that there were 
only two people Kevin knew from 
Prahran FC that had received an 
Order of Australia Medallion – 
“Dennis Harris and himself”.

Once Dennis had met and mar-
ried his life partner, Kath, he 
and his brother-in-law, Murray 
Close, worked hard to establish 
and prosper in an automotive me-
chanical business of their own.

Dennis never did things by half, 
and he worked so hard that the 
doctors told him he had to slow 
down or he wouldn’t see fifty. 

Continued page 23

Dennis Tregonning Harris OAM
Life Member of the Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club

1/05/1938 – 18/07/2021

Olivia jumps to the top!
Olivia and Popeye’s result helped take Newhaven College Equestrian Team combined score against all VEIS schools to eighth out of 78 
schools in the final leader board. Photo: www.oneeyedfrog.com

In 2013, Dennis was made Bass Coast Shire Citizen of the Year. Dennis 
and his wife Kathy with daughters Sarah McDougall and Kylie Harris 
Smith, sons in law Andrew McDougall and Mick Smith, and grandchil-
dren Jasper and Leo McDougall, and Aaron and Blake Harris Smith.


	PHIL-M-210728-001
	PHIL-M-210728-002
	PHIL-M-210728-003
	PHIL-M-210728-004
	PHIL-M-210728-005
	PHIL-M-210728-006
	PHIL-M-210728-007
	PHIL-M-210728-008
	PHIL-M-210728-009
	PHIL-M-210728-010
	PHIL-M-210728-011
	PHIL-M-210728-012
	PHIL-M-210728-013
	PHIL-M-210728-014
	PHIL-M-210728-015
	PHIL-M-210728-016
	PHIL-M-210728-017
	PHIL-M-210728-018
	PHIL-M-210728-019
	PHIL-M-210728-020
	PHIL-M-210728-021
	PHIL-M-210728-022
	PHIL-M-210728-023
	PHIL-M-210728-024

