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FOOTBALL

Keeping his colours red, 
white and blue, local footballer 
Zac Walker has been recruited 
to the AFL’s Western Bulldogs.

The young player’s feet have 
barely touched the ground since 
last Wednesday’s announce-
ment, telling the Advertiser 
things still felt “pretty surreal”.

Trading one Bulldogs club for 
another, the 19-year-old Phillip 
Island Football Netball Club (PIF-
NC) player has already moved to 
Melbourne to begin training with 
the Western Bulldogs.

Zac had an AFL Sports Ready 
Traineeship at Newhaven Col-
lege, and the school celebrated 

with him on his fi nal day, saying 
they were thrilled with the news.

Eager students swarmed Zac 
last Thursday, wanting his auto-
graph, offering paper, footballs, 
water bottles, shoes, lip balm 
containers and even some fore-
heads for him to sign.

A similarly enthusiastic re-
ception awaited the new recruit 
when he attended a Phillip Is-
land Bulldogs training session 
that night.

Cam Pedersen, himself a for-
mer AFL player, the club’s head 
coach and a teacher at Newhav-
en College, was full of praise.

“Zac is a hard-working, dedi-
cated individual who seeks feed-
back and acts upon it to better 

himself,” said Cam.
“Talented but humble, he 

makes connections with those 
around him. Phillip Island Foot-
ball Club has long supported 
Zac and could not be prouder of 
the man he has become.”

Chris Ross, President of PIF-
NC said the draft result was 
“seriously the greatest news I’ve 
heard all year”.

“The club couldn’t be any 
prouder of Zac. He’s an extreme-
ly humble, genuine, wonderful 
young man, and all his hard 
work is paying off.

“He started there on Monday 
morning, and is straight into be-
coming a full-time footballer.”

Zac joined the PIFNC as a 

youngster, starting with the 
AusKick program.

Chris described his selection – 
the fi rst local player to be drafted 
to the AFL since Sam Docherty 
– as a feel-good story, saying Zac 
showed perseverance and resil-
ience after he got cut last year 
from Gippsland Power.

“It has brought the club so 
much joy to see him reach this 
goal in his football career,” said 
Chris.

“This is a community club; 
it’s about families and support-
ing each other, and Zac’s story 
illustrates that. Everyone has a 
stake in this.”

That stake was clear to see 
when Zac attended last Thurs-

day night’s training session and 
the weekend games, with kids 
running up to him to get auto-
graphs.

Scott Huther is part of the se-
nior coaching team at PIFNC and 
said it was great to have one of 
the local kids drafted to the AFL.

“He has inspired his mates, 
and the kids coming up through 
the club, even the 20- to 23-year-
olds,” Scott said.

Continued page 16

Swapping kennels: Zac heads to Western Bulldogs
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New Western Bulldogs recruit Zac Walker has been overwhelmed by the reaction after he was drafted to the AFL last week. More photos at pisra.com.au
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AWARDS

Phillip Island’s Sarah Pedersen was named 
2025’s Community Leader, in recognition 
of her charity work supporting breast can-
cer care.

The Contribution to Sports Leadership 
Award was won by the Bass Coast Break-
ers women’s football team.

Twelve-year-old Isla Fillery won the 
Next Generation Award, while the Com-
munity Group award went to the Bass Val-
ley Community Group.

Sarah’s award recognised her work 
as co-founder of Shades of Pink, a char-
ity which raises over $100,000 each year, 
through events like the football Pink 
Round and ladies’ luncheons. Sarah is also 
a fixture at the Phillip Island Football Net-
ball Club, volunteering rain, hail or shine.

In presenting the award, the council 
said, “Sarah’s commitment to community 
and quiet leadership make her a shining 
example of compassion in action”.

The Bass Coast Community Awards 
honour the region’s most dedicated volun-

teers and inspiring community leaders.
Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Rochelle Halstead 

presented awards across four categories: 
Contribution to Sports Leadership, Next 
Generation Leader, Community Group, 
and Community Leader.

Taking home the Sports Leadership 
award, the Breakers were heralded as 
champions of inclusion, leadership, and 
connection. Their annual Pride Match and 
advocacy for causes like road safety and 
organ donation are testament to their far-
reaching impact – on and off the field.

The Community Group Award recog-
nised the essential support provided by the 
Bass Valley Community Group, from aged 
care and digital access to social connection 
and hardship relief.

Next Generation Award winner Isla Fil-
lery was praised for her “extraordinary 
compassion and leadership ... from sup-
porting peers facing mental health chal-
lenges to volunteering with local charities”.

The award presentation night at the 
Cape Paterson Surf Life Saving Club coin-
cided with National Volunteers Week.
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Don’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

I am here to help.

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

FUNDRAISER

A sold-out Phillip Island Health Hub Aux-
iliary’s annual trivia fundraising night, 
held at the Bowling Club in Cowes on Sat-
urday night, was a great success.

Approximately $3000 was raised which 
will go towards the cost of updated anaes-
thetic machines for the facility.

Auxiliary members Gill Scrase, Michelle 
Gaunt, Amanda Drennan, Wayne Stanley 
and Harold Jackson presented the winning 
team Silverleaves Electrical, with their 
prize. From left: Brian and Bev Bond, Jes-
sica Trigg, Phoenix Coulton, Elaine Lloyd, 
Toby Wall, Carly Bond and Inge Royce.

Phillip Island’s Sarah Pedersen was named 
2025’s Community Leader, in recognition of her 
charity work supporting breast cancer care. 
Photo: Piers Buxton.

Community leaders recognised

Health Hub 
anything but trivial
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CLIMATE

Autumn was the driest recorded 
on Phillip Island, according to 
the Rhyll weather station, while 
farmers are reporting the driest 
weather conditions in a century, 
amid an unofficial drought.

Almost half our water sup-
ply has been sourced from Mel-
bourne for about a year, with 
Westernport Water now chang-
ing its language around the po-
tential for restrictions, saying it 
is “actively considering options 
to manage demand in response to 
low rainfall”.

So far this year the island has 
had just 105mm, with 69mm in 
autumn. The Bureau of Meteorol-
ogy says this comes on the back 
of a “severe deficiency” of rain in 
this area since 2023. This March 
total rainfall was 28.4mm, com-
pared to the average 38.6mm.

April’s total was 13.8mm (aver-
age 59.7mm), the lowest recorded 
at the Rhyll weather station. May 
was 27.4mm, a dramatic drop on 
the average of 73.3mm, which is 
roughly the equal lowest recorded.

When this year’s autumn rains 
are tallied, no other autumn was 
drier, with Ventnor’s records going 
back to 1915 and Rhyll’s to 1994.

According to Rhyll, the next 
driest autumn was in 2005 when 
the tally was 90.8mm.

The next lowest in Ventnor 
was in 1945, where March re-
corded 15.7mm, April 17mm, but 
May made up for the loss with 
72.5mm (total 105.4mm).

The Bureau of Meteorology’s 
drought report showed for the 
25-months since April 2023, Phil-
lip Island recorded serious rain-
fall deficiencies, which are record 
low rainfall totals in the lowest 

five per cent since 1900.
While drought declarations 

are no longer used by govern-
ment, the State Government 
last month acknowledged the 
drought by offering support for 
farmers in Bass Coast, acknowl-
edging the rapidly deteriorating 
conditions and the failed season.

Last week the government 
also announced because of the 
drought farmers would be spared 
an increase to the contentious 
emergency services and volun-
teers levy for 25/26.

Nationals’ Melina Bath said 
primary producers in Bass Coast 
were under “enormous stress”.

“Local beef and dairy farm-
ers concerns are consistent – 
little to no fodder, soil moisture 
gone, dams drying up, looking 
at or forced to de-stock, financial 
hardship, mental anguish, and 
inadequate support from govern-
ment,” Ms Bath said.

“Meanwhile the government is 
using water from the Wonthaggi 
desalination plant to supply gar-
dens in Melbourne and Geelong, 
but our farmers are high and dry.”

Local farmers agreed they 
were under considerable stress.

Rhyll sheep farmer Ian McFee, 
a fourth-generation farmer, said 
he had never seen it drier at this 
time of year.

“It’s the worst conditions I’ve 
ever seen by far,” said Ian, 76.

Ventnor dairy farmer Adam 
Eldridge last week secured silage 
from Dubbo, with two trucks of 
feed costing $24,000, which will 
last three weeks.

“Yes I agree, it’s the worst I’ve 
seen,” Adam said.

Surf Beach beef farmer Bill 
Cleeland said conditions had “be-
come much worse”.

“There is very little feed in the 
paddocks and we’re hand feed-
ing daily. Hay supplies in Victoria 
and South Australia have dried 
up so we are now getting hay 
from NSW,” Bill said.

“This will also become 
scarce as they will need it up 
there for flood affected areas so 
there is hay coming down from 
Queensland now.”

Restrictions?
Candowie Reservoir has been 
sitting at a perpetual 42 per cent 
for several weeks, or 1900 million 
litres (ML), with Westernport 
Water taking 45 per cent of our 
overall demand from Melbourne 
since July 1, 2024, or 1011ML.

According to Westernport 
Water policy, if Candowie drops 
to 2150ML then stage one water 
restrictions would be considered.

A decrease to 1650ML could 
see stage two restrictions.

A spokesperson for the water 
authority said there remained 20 
months’ worth of demand from 
the Melbourne allocation, which 
meant supply remained “secure”.

“Westernport Water will con-
tinue to supplement supply from 
the Melbourne Water Supply Sys-
tem whilst inflows remain low,” 
the spokesperson said.

“This has enabled us to keep 
our local water supply stable.”

However, when asked about 
the potential for restrictions, the 
spokesperson said Westernport 
Water was “actively considering 
options to manage demand in re-
sponse to low rainfall”.

In April, the water authority 
answered that question by say-
ing “while there are currently no 
plans to introduce water restric-
tions, we are keeping a close eye 

on conditions”.
They explained the connec-

tion to the pipeline that runs from 
Melbourne to the desalination 
plant was in Bass.

“At any one time, water can 
only flow one way. If Western-
port Water is accessing water 
from the Melbourne Water Sup-
ply System, it is sourced from the 
Desalination Plant when it’s run-
ning (water flows from the plant 
towards Melbourne via Bass).

“If it’s not running, water is 
flowing from the other direction 
from the Cardinia Reservoir to-
wards Bass.”

To see if the desalination plant 
is running go to:

melbournewater.com.au/
water-and-environment/water-
management/water-storage-lev-
els/desalination-data

Details: farmers visit agricul-
ture.vic.gov.au/dryseasons or 
phone 136 186.

The Victorian seasonal bushfire outlook for winter shows an increased risk of 
bushfire in Phillip Island and across Bass Coast.

NEWS

INFRASTRUCTURE

The State Government has said 
the Phillip Island bridge is safe 
for all users, and the $50.4 million 
rehabilitation project announced 
last month would ensure it re-
mained safe for generations.

The project is part of the 
2025/26 budget, and would in-
clude replacement of beams, pier 
legs, piles and handrails.

The announcement prompted 
one local resident to ask if “some-
one, professional or otherwise” 
could provide an assurance the 
bridge was “safe to traverse un-
til the $50 million repairs can be 
carried out”.

“Or do we just cross our fin-
gers, pray for deliverance and 
hope our affairs are in order, just 
in case,” they queried.

A Department of Transport 

and Planning spokesperson said 
the bridge was safe to use.

“The Victorian Budget 2025/26 
has invested $50.4 million to re-
habilitate the San Remo Bridge, 
ensuring the Phillip Island com-
munity remains connected to the 
mainland and can cater to the 3.5 
million tourists that visit every year.

“Works are progressing to fi-
nalise delivery timeframes for 
the San Remo Bridge, including 
expected completion dates.”

In recent years, the Phillip 
Island bridge has been subject 
to consistent and progressively 
more thorough inspections by 
the Department of Transport and 
Planning (DTP).

This included DTP inspections 
over six days in 2021, and install-
ing sensors to monitor the bridge’s 
structural condition and perfor-
mance in February this year.

DTP also engaged a consul-
tant for a three-month Level 3 in-
vestigation, which “collected and 
analysed optical imagery, lidar, 
acoustic and thermal data which 
provided digital insights and ac-
curate defect quantification” of 
the bridge.

The DTP did not respond to 
the Advertiser’s question if the 
results of the reports and inspec-
tions undertaken over the past 
four years, would be made pub-
licly available.

In 2024, some residents specu-
lated the bridge was well past 
its original use by date and was 
showing signs of deterioration, 
stating several cracks in each 
pylon are visible at low tide, and 
there have been reports of ‘spall-
ing’ – where fragments of con-
crete break off a larger body – of 
which concrete cancer is a cause.

Unofficial drought, as water restrictions on the table

The State Government said the Phillip Island bridge is safe for all users, and it 
is working to finalise delivery timeframes for the $50.4 million rehabilitation 
project, including expected completion dates.

Bridge still safe, says government

Above average bushfire risk this winter
CLIMATE

Phillip Island and Bass Coast 
face an increased bushfire risk 
in winter after a warm and dry 
autumn, according to the Aus-
tralian Seasonal Bushfire Out-
look.

March and April saw the 
fourth highest temperatures on 
record, below average rainfall 
across much of Victoria and an 
extension of the Fire Danger Pe-
riod in some parts of the state 
for the first time since 2019.

According to the outlook, 
these conditions – coupled with 
existing underlying dryness – 

has led to a higher level of dried 
grass and vegetation.

In grassland, halted pasture 
growth has led to grazed-out or 
bare conditions.

As a result, an above aver-
age bushfire risk is predicted for 
much of southwest Gippsland, 
extending into central, south-
west and northwest Victoria, as 
well as parts of northeast Victo-
ria this winter.

“The increased risk isn’t for 
long-running bushfires, but 
events caused by uncontrolled 
burn-offs and other activities,” 
the outlook said.

Normal rainfall is expected 

this winter, however fires are 
possible on dry and windy days 
in areas with dry or cured veg-
etation.

The outlook recommends 
registering a burn-off and moni-
toring weather conditions, hav-
ing sufficient equipment and 
water to stop a fire spreading 
and never leaving a burn-off un-
attended.

The Seasonal Outlook for 
winter is developed by the Aus-
tralian and New Zealand Fire 
and Emergency Services Coun-
cil (AFAC) with the Bureau of 
Meteorology, and state fire man-
agers.

Phillip Island farmers, including Rhyll’s Ian McFee, say conditions have “become 
much worse”. Bill Cleeland at Surf Beach says there is scarce feed in paddocks 
and they’re hand feeding daily, with hay supplies in Victoria and South Australia 
unavailable and hay being carted from NSW and soon Queensland.
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NEWS

COUNCIL

More parking may be made 
available on council-owned land 
to ease the parking squeeze in 
towns, with Bass Coast Shire 
councillors debating the problem.

At the May meeting, council-
lors voted six to two in support of a 
motion moved by Cr Ronnie Bauer 
to prepare a report that will also 
examine expanding boat trailer 
parking to cars with no trailers in 
peak season.

The report will also investigate 
making illegal parking on streets 
outside the main CBD of towns, 
as well as extra disability park-
ing. In the last term of council Cr 
Bauer unsuccessfully moved a 
similar motion to expand park-
ing options, but was defeated by 
one vote, with councillors at that 
time arguing the upcoming In-
tegrated Transport Study (ITS) 
would detail parking options.

Now, with the release of the 
ITS and a new group of council-
lors Cr Bauer had more success. 
The draft ITS, which was open 
for community feedback until 
May 11, states building new car-
parks is not a key priority, but 
making better use of existing 
carparks is.

It states building more parking 
spaces “in an attempt to absorb 
spikes in demand during a very 
small portion of the year” is not 
a good use of assets, is costly and 
does not add to the attractiveness 
of towns.

However, Cr Bauer said he was 
a “realist” and the only way to get 
to Bass Coast was by car.

“The ITS deals mainly with 
methods of transport when you 
get here and is very light on strat-
egies on how we accommodate 
the cars,” Cr Bauer said.

“Community members con-
stantly bail me up begging me to 
do something about the parking.

“If we want to project our-
selves as the premier tourist des-
tination, then we have to provide 
much better parking arrange-
ments.

“Hoping people will ride bikes 
and use public transport on de-
mand buses will require a monu-
mental mind shift.”

Cr Bauer said Airbnb’s added 
to the parking squeeze.

“This problem will not disap-
pear.

“We need to look at the here 
and now. We have to alleviate the 
parking congestion.”

Opposed
Cr Tracey Bell voted against the 
motion – with Cr Mat Morgan 
– and said she supported boat 
ramps being used for cars with 
no trailers in the off season and 
some of the parking around Airb-
nb’s was “getting out of hand”.

“The answer to where to put 
the car: Visitors drive to Bass 
Coast and drive to their accom-
modation and leave it there,” Cr 
Bell said.

“Families would be happy on 
holidays to walk or ride their bike 
to town.

“The key that is missing is not 
parking but safe infrastructure to 
ride or walk.

“I’d much prefer the money be 
spent on that than multi-level car-
parks.”

Cr Bell said older residents 
would still have access to car-
parking or could use motorised 
buggies and there should be a 
trial of on demand buses in sum-
mer.

“We have an opportunity with 
the ITS that moves towards the 
ideal,” she said.

“Destination Phillip Island 
and Nature Parks are promoting 
Phillip Island as an eco-destina-
tion and we should be getting on 
board to support that brand. Dis-

couraging the overuse of cars is 
key to that.”

Support
Cr Meg Edwards agreed with 
both arguments.

“We need to lead as a council in 
how we behave. Are we using pub-
lic transport or carpooling when 
we can?” Cr Edwards said.

“That leadership starts with 
us. Until we start walking the 
talk we can’t push it on our com-
munities.”

Cr Jon Temby said carparking 
was recognised as a problem in 
parts of the shire, especially in 
high usage times of the year.

“But it’s really important the 
ITS occur because it looks at all 
the factors,” Cr Temby said.

“It’s important the big picture 
is investigated prior to (when) in-
dividual decisions are made.”

Cr Tim O’Brien said we were 
“stuck with cars for a long time”, 
but issues need to be addressed 
soon.

“Roads are not just for cars 
but for people to get around,” Cr 
O’Brien said.

“We can’t get ahead of the 
game. We have to absorb both 
things that are happening.

“We have to work out what to 
do within the nexus.”

Cr Jan Thompson said she 
was a disabled person who found 
it difficult to get parking in Bass 
Coast, especially in Cowes, and 
the area’s older population can’t 
use buses or footpaths.

“However I see the merits of 
bus on call,” she said.

“I see the merits of both.”
A council officer confirmed it 

could be premature to implement 
some of the actions detailed in 
the motion if the community sen-
timent from the consultation was 
different.

“There is an opportunity for 
councillors through consider-
ation of the ITS in coming months 
to incorporate actions from the 
notice of motion into the docu-
ment. That would be a cleaner 
way,” the officer said.

Cr Bauer responded the mo-
tion would be implemented into 
the ITS and he supported alter-
native ways to travel around the 
island.

“I’m bringing it forward to tai-
lor the ITS, not replace the ITS” 
he said.

Newhaven College is experi-
encing an exciting surge in en-
rolments for its Prep to Year 8 
classes, with nearly all year lev-
els approaching full capacity for 
2026. This growth reflects the 
community’s strong confidence 
in the College’s nurturing envi-
ronment, excellent teaching, and 
commitment to small class sizes 
that support individual learning.

The demand is so high the 
College is actively welcoming in-
terest from families considering 
Prep enrolment for next year with 
the view for potential expansion.

Principal Tony Corr says, “We 
are thrilled by the response from 
families who value the quality ed-
ucation and strong community at 
Newhaven College. Keeping class 
sizes small is a priority for us.”

The Junior School is also 
poised for exciting growth with 
plans underway for new class-
rooms, pending final approvals. 
These new facilities will provide 
modern, flexible learning spaces 
designed to inspire curiosity and 
creativity, reinforcing the Col-
lege’s commitment to fostering 
the whole child.

While Prep to Year 8 buzzes 
with increasing enrolments, Ne-
whaven College’s Senior School 
(Years 9 to 12) continues to offer 
a dynamic and enriching curric-
ulum that prepares students for 
success beyond school.

Limited places are still avail-
able in the Senior School for this 
year, and beyond, providing an 
excellent opportunity for new 

students to join a vibrant learn-
ing community focused on aca-
demic excellence, leadership de-
velopment, and real-world skills.

Families interested in enroll-
ing for Senior School are en-
couraged to explore the range of 
programs with a suite of extra-
curricular opportunities tailored 
to develop confident, capable 
young adults ready for the chal-
lenges of the future.

Anyone interested in learning 
more about the College is encour-
aged to attend the upcoming Col-
lege Tour on Wednesday June 18.

Book through the College 
website: newhavencol.vic.edu.au

For more information or to 
register interest in Prep or Se-
nior School enrolments, contact 
the College Admissions Team 
admissions@newhavencol.vic.
edu.au or 03 5956 7505.
/ Sponsored article /

Newhaven College 
enrolment call

Parking debate: 
more or less cars

Cr Ronnie Bauer successfully moved a 
motion for council to prepare a report 
to examine expanding boat trailer 
parking to cars with no trailers in peak 
season. In May 2024, Cr Bauer failed 
to get support for a similar motion to 
address parking issues in Cowes.

Newhaven College’s Prep to Year 12 campus fosters connections across all age 
groups, with mentorship and cross-age tutoring actively embraced by the entire 
school community. Learn more at the upcoming College Tour on Wednesday June 18.

Junior years near capacity, senior students invited to enrol

The Perpetual Motor Program (PMP) 
helps develop key motor skills and sup-
ports cognitive growth, concentration 
and classroom readiness. Prep Sunny 
Jose enjoys the program on a weekly 
basis. 
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New owners of � e Waterboy Café, Parjit and Aman have taken the reins of this 
well-known and much-loved establishment in Cowes. � e local couple bring decades 
of hospitality experience, and are excited to welcome new and familiar faces to 
their café. Currently open from Wednesday to Sunday, 8am to 2.30pm (with plans to 
open six days a week soon). Pop in and say hi — you’ll be welcomed with big hearts.

THE WATERBOY CAFÉ
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Introducing Magnolia 
Women’s Health, expert 
menopause care close to 
home, now consulting at 
187 Thompson Avenue in 
Cowes.

Navigating the meno-
pause transition can be 
one of the most significant 
changes in a woman’s life 
– physically, emotionally, 
and socially. At Magnolia 
Women’s Health, we believe 
women deserve more than 
generic advice or rushed 
consultations. You deserve 
specialised, respectful, and 
evidence-based care that’s 
tailored to your individual 
needs. That’s exactly what 
we provide, right here in 
our own community.

Founded by Dr Carmen 
Brown, Magnolia Women’s 
Health is a dedicated pri-
vate practice focused ex-
clusively on the care and 
support of women experi-
encing perimenopause and 
menopause.

Dr Brown is a dual-
certified obstetrician and 
gynaecologist, holding 
fellowship with both the 
Royal Australian and New 
Zealand College of Obste-
tricians and Gynaecolo-
gists (RANZCOG) and the 
American College of Ob-
stetricians and Gynecolo-
gists (ACOG). With over 20 
years of clinical experience 
across the United States, 
New Zealand, and regional 
Australia, Dr Brown brings 
a truly global and expert 
perspective to her care.

As a proud member of 
the Australasian Meno-
pause Society, the Interna-
tional Menopause Society, 
and the International Soci-
ety for the Study of Wom-
en’s Sexual Health, Dr 

Brown remains at the fore-
front of the latest research 
and treatment innovations. 
She offers both hormonal 
and non-hormonal ther-
apy options and believes 
in crafting care plans that 
are evidence-based, per-
sonalised, and holistic – be-
cause no two women expe-
rience menopause the same 
way.

What sets Magnolia 
Women’s Health apart is 
not just clinical expertise, 
but a deep commitment 
to accessibility. As a resi-
dent and active member of 
our regional community, 
Dr Brown recognises the 
barriers women can face 
when seeking menopause 
support in rural and re-
gional settings. Too often, 
women are left to navigate 
this stage of life without 
guidance or are forced to 
travel long distances to find 
knowledgeable, compas-
sionate care.

At Magnolia Women’s 
Health, we are chang-
ing that. Whether you are 
struggling with brain fog, 
fatigue, mood changes, hot 
flushes, sleep disturbances, 
low libido, vaginal dryness, 
or just feel that something 

is “off”, help is available 
– and it’s local. You don’t 
have to suffer in silence  
or be told it’s just part of 
ageing.

We aim to offer a sup-
portive environment where 
women feel seen, heard 
and empowered. Our con-
sultations are designed to 
take the time needed to un-
derstand your symptoms, 
lifestyle, health history and 
goals. Together, we create 
a care plan that fits you – 
not a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach, but a collaborative 
journey to wellness.

If you are in perimeno-
pause, post-menopause, or 
just starting to ask ques-
tions about what comes 
next, Magnolia Women’s 
Health is here for you. Let 
us help you rediscover en-
ergy, confidence and bal-
ance during this transfor-
mative stage of life.

Magnolia Women’s 
Health – expert menopause 
care, right where you need 
it most.

Address: 187 Thompson 
Avenue, Cowes

Phone: 03 8548 0350.
www.magnoliawomen-

shealth.com.au
/ Sponsored article /

Menopause health 
expert close to home

FORREST CAVES

Last week, a helicopter delivered new ma-
terial and removed demolished material at 
Forrest Caves, ahead of the final stage of 
construction of beach access in the area.

Phillip Island Nature Parks said the 
aerial delivery occurred following the de-
parture of the short-tailed shearwaters, 
and aimed to minimise impacts on the 
environment by ensuring the sensitivities 
of the dune site are maintained and work 
can be conducted safely and efficiently.

“Importantly, our construction time-
line ensured there was limited work un-
dertaken through the short-tailed shear-
water fledgling period, which finishes 

each year in early to mid-May,” the Na-
ture Parks spokesperson said.

“Construction of the southern stair-
way is now underway and the upgrade 
completion and reopening of the site is 
scheduled for September.

“We would like to thank the communi-
ty for patience as we continue to upgrade 
infrastructure throughout the Nature 
Parks beaches and reserves.”

Nature Parks also advised a helicopter 
would be used this week to lift materials 
from Summerlands to Seal Rocks, “for 
critical maintenance works to our re-
search hut”. Depending on weather con-
ditions, the work is due to take place on 
Thursday, June 5.

Access upgrade in final stage
A helicopter delivers new material and removes demolished material at Forrest Caves, ahead of the 
final stage of construction of beach access in the area.

Magnolia Women’s Health believes women navigating menopause 
deserve more than generic advice or rushed consultations, and 
offer specialised, respectful, and evidence-based care that’s 
tailored to your individual needs. Photo: FreePik.
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What started as a frightening emergency 
has turned into a story of community, com-
passion, and action – thanks to the gener-
ous support of Community Bank Cowes.

Last week, PI Tenpin Bowling & En-
tertainment Centre received a brand-new 
publicly accessible defibrillator and out-
door alarmed cabinet, fully funded and 
donated by Community Bank Cowes.

The lifesaving equipment will be in-
stalled between PI Tenpin and the adja-
cent 24-hour gym, where it will be avail-
able to the public 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.

This donation comes in response to a 
traumatic incident that deeply affected the 
local community.

Just weeks ago, an 86-year-old man – 
a much-loved regular bowler – went into 
sudden cardiac arrest while playing at PI 
Tenpin. In those critical first moments, 
fellow patrons rushed to his aid and per-
formed CPR until paramedics arrived.

Over the next two hours, more than ten 
emergency responders – including an air 
ambulance crew – worked tirelessly to sta-
bilise him. He was eventually airlifted to 
hospital. Remarkably, he has since made 
an incredible recovery – discharged from 
hospital in late May.

In a heartwarming moment, he even re-
turned to PI Tenpin last week to watch his 
team bowl on Thursday night.

The situation was a wake-up call.
“It was one of those moments that stays 

with you forever,” said Craig Holmes, 
Managing Director of PI Tenpin.

“We all did everything we could, but 
there’s no doubt that having a defibrillator 
on hand could have made a huge differ-
ence. We knew we had to act – not just for 
our venue, but for the whole community.”

A proposal was quickly drafted and 
shared with local organisations, and 
Community Bank Cowes was the first to 

respond.
Thanks to the support of the bank’s 

board of directors, including Vice Chair 
John Matthews, the full cost of the defi-
brillator, outdoor alarmed cabinet, and 
delivery has been covered. The unit will 
soon be installed and clearly signposted, 
bridging a critical gap in local emergency 
preparedness.

“We were proud to support this life-
saving device in this accessible location,” 
John Matthews, Vice Chair of the Board 
of Community Banks of San Remo, Cow-
es and Grantville commented.

“This defib can make such a difference 
in a life-or-death situation and gives the 
Cowes community peace of mind as well.”

Vanessa Verzaci, Company Secretary 
to the Community Bank Board, said it 
was the 68th defibrillator the bank had 
placed in the community since 2013,

“From Grantville to Dalyston, San 
Remo to Cowes and many places in be-
tween, we’re honoured to be able to do 

this. And it’s all thanks to the support of 
our wonderful customers and their every-
day banking – we couldn’t do it without 
them.”

PI Tenpin will take responsibility for 
ongoing maintenance, ensuring the de-
fibrillator remains ready for use with 
monthly checks and timely replacement 
of pads and batteries. It will also be regis-
tered with Ambulance Victoria, making it 
visible to GoodSAM responders and Tri-
ple Zero operators during emergencies.

“This is a gift that will never stop giv-
ing,” said Jeremy Westaway, Managing 
Director of PI Tenpin.

“It’s not about ticking a box – it’s about 
knowing that someone walking by at 
midnight, or a young family visiting us on 
the weekend, could get the help they need 
in seconds.

“We’re beyond grateful to John, the 
board, and everyone at Community Bank 
Cowes for making this possible. This de-
fibrillator is for all of us.”

At the presentation of a defib unit by the Community Bank Cowes is PI Tenpin’s Craig Holmes, John Matthews 
(Community Bank), Jeremy Westaway (PI Tenpin), Leonie Brown and Vanessa Verzaci (Community Bank). The 
defibrillator will be located outside the building to allow emergency access by community members.

Another lifesaving defib unit installed Nobbies closed due 
to building concerns
TOURISM

Phillip Island Nature Parks closed the 
Nobbies Centre over the weekend, fol-
lowing issues with the building on Friday 
morning.

On Friday, Nature Parks CEO Cath-
erine Basterfield said the area had been 
cordoned off and VMS boards put in place 
to inform visitors and the community.

“The Nobbies Centre has been temporar-
ily closed as a precaution following an infra-
structure issue at the building this morning.

“The issue occurred on the part of the 
building nearest to the visitor car park and 
boardwalk entrance and will require recti-
fication works,” Ms Basterfield said.

The building, car park and boardwalks 
were closed for the weekend, with an engi-
neer’s inspection expected this week.

Over the weekend, the Penguin Parade 
Visitors Centre opened early, from midday, 
to accommodate any visitors requiring fa-
cilities on the Summerland Peninsula, in-
cluding food, drink and retail options.

Public toilets were also available at the 
Penguin Parade Visitor Centre carpark.

The Nobbies Centre was temporary closed over 
the weekend, due to “infrastructure issues” with 
the building,  the carpark and boardwalks also 
closed. Photo: Connor Vaughan.
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Olive Justice Place in 
Cowes will have a new 
toilet block faster than 
planned after Bass Coast 
Shire councillors voted in 
support of the upgrade.

Cr Ronnie Bauer at the 
May meeting moved a mo-
tion to construct a public 
toilet block at Olive Justice 
Place, as part of the Cowes 
streetscape project, which 
is about to start stage one 
and received an $8 million 
Federal government grant.

Originally the upgrade 
of the area was due in 
stage five, but councillors 
voted to bring it forward to 
stage two.

Cr Bauer said a loo 
could “unobtrusively be 
tucked in the northwest 
corner of OJP” and was 
“desperately needed in the 
centre of Cowes”. 

“The current thinking 
is that the people can go to 
the Cowes Cultural Cen-
tre. I believe that’s unre-
alistic. People will be too 
embarrassed to go to that 
imposing building to use 
the loos,” Cr Bauer said.

Cr Bauer said stage one 
of the Cowes streetscape 
will make Thompson Av-
enue one way and “plant a 
bunch of trees with pretty 
lights” but “won’t bring an 
extra tourist or an extra 
dollar”.

“What we do need is 
facilities to service the 
people, resident and tour-

ist alike who visit the CBD 
of Cowes.”

Originally Cr Bauer 
wanted the new loo as part 
of stage one, but council 
officers said stage one had 
already been tendered and 
it was too late to include in 
the project.

Cr Tim O’Brien said Ol-
ive Justice Place had plas-
tic grass at one end and a 
20ft shipping container 
chipped open on the other 
end and “is not really a re-
flection of the generosity 
of the gift”.

He said the beautifica-
tion in stage two rather 
than stage five would “hon-
our that generosity”, add-
ing those in wheelchairs 
would find Olive Justice 
Place easier to access than 
the Berninneit or the lower 
Thompson Avenue toilets.

Cr Tracey Bell said she 
didn’t see the need for toi-
lets at Olive Justice Place 
as it was a block to other 
toilets.

“I’m curious to know 
how far people in other 
towns have to walk to a 
toilet. I’m pretty sure it 
would be more than one 
block,” Cr Bell said.

“The reason there was 
a toilet there previously 
is because it was the bus 
stop, the transit centre, but 
now that transit centre has 
moved and the toilet block 
has also moved.

“I do want to see Ol-
ive Justice done justice. It 
would be nice to go back 

to the original bequest 
and see why the land was 
given and what was the 
original intention for that 
bit of land.”

Cr Jan Thompson 
said as a disabled per-
son “walking one or two 
blocks is a long way”.

Cr Jon Temby said there 
was logic in having toilets 
in central Cowes, hav-

ing them available sooner 
rather than later.

Controversy
Use of the site has been 
mired in controversy for 
two decades.

The site was the for-
mer home of Olive Justice, 
granddaughter of origi-
nal 1868 settler Charles 
Grayden.

Despite what many in 
the community believe, 
Olive Justice did not leave 
the land to the community. 
When Olive died in 1995 
aged 99 years, she be-
queathed the property to 
the Salvation Army.

The newly-amalgamat-
ed Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil then purchased the 
property at market price 

for public use when it was 
put up for sale by the Sal-
vation Army.

Early plans to turn it 
into a public park and 
rest area were opposed by 
members of the business 
community who argued 
the area was required for 
car parking to service the 
Cowes commercial area.

In 2010 the council of 
the day decreed Olive Jus-
tice Place was surplus to 
requirements, given park-
ing spaces existed at the 
rear of the Cowes Cultural 
Centre and moved that the 
site be sold.

To facilitate the sale, in 
2011, the Exeloo located 
on the land was relocated 
to the prominent corner 
of Thompson Avenue and 
Chapel Street; a move 
which was met with com-
munity outrage.

All of Phillip Island’s 
real estate agents of the 
day then unanimously 
refused to take any part 
in selling the land, on the 
grounds it was not in the 
community’s best inter-
ests for them to do so.

The land was then 
placed by the council with 
a Wonthaggi based agent, 
and put on the market.

The sale of Olive Jus-
tice Place, which had not 
attracted any buyers, be-
came an election issue in 
2012 with the sale process 
then suspended and the 
site remaining in council 
ownership.

Olive Justice “done justice” with new loos

The site was the former home of Olive Justice, granddaughter of original 1868 settler Charles Grayden. 
When Olive died in 1995 aged 99 years, she bequeathed the property to the Salvation Army. The Salva-
tion Army placed the property on the market and it was purchased by the Bass Coast Shire Council.
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Just weeks after Silverleaves residents felt 
reassured with the construction of a new 
rock bag wall comes renewed calls for 
more fortification of the coast following 
last week’s sea level surge.

Vic Emergency last Monday and Tues-
day released new coastal hazard warnings 
stating abnormally high tides could lead to 
sea water flooding of low-lying areas, which 
then saw Silverleaves hit by more erosion.

Silverleaves Conservation Associa-
tion (SCA) president Louise Hill said the 
erosion was most serious east of the new 
165-metre rock bag wall, with sand carved 
out behind the bags, causing a large bank-
sia to fall.

“Consultants recommended emergency 
rock bags extend well past this point to 
near the Silverleaves Reserve track, which 
is 700-800 metres further,” Louise said.

“It has been constructed far shorter 
than this.”

Resident Natalie Gray said given the 
new erosion, “how can we have confidence 
in the recommendations of the consultant 
and the implementation under the man-
agement of Bass Coast Shire”.

“We would like to trust all levels of gov-
ernment. We need an explanation as to 
how this has happened and what is being 
done about it,” Natalie said.

“The only area where sand is building 
up is where there are groynes.”

As reported in November last year, an 
expert cautioned erecting a new wall could 
have an impact on erosion downstream.

FSC Range consultant Andrew Pome-
roy said a sandbag wall (now rock bag 
wall) would hold the line of erosion in the 
current location, but would not recover 
previously lost land.

“That does not mean there might not be 
erosion in other areas not managed by this 

particular intervention,” Mr Pomeroy said 
at the time.

“Hopefully there will be minimum im-
pacts downstream, although impacts may 
still occur.

“Where the works end we will probably 
expect to see impacts at that location as well.”

A new study released by Nature last 
month indicates sea level rise will become 
unmanageable at just 1.5C of global heat-
ing and lead to “catastrophic inland migra-
tion,” displacing hundreds of millions from 
coastal areas.

The scientists said the loss of ice from 
the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets 
had quadrupled since the 1990s due to the 
climate crises and was now the principal 
driver of sea level rise.

Adaptation plan
A Department of Energy, Environment 
and Climate Action spokesperson said the 

rock bag wall had protected the most vul-
nerable section of Silverleaves during the 
weather event.

“Constructed ahead of Easter 2025, the 
intention of the rock bag wall was to pro-
tect against further erosion of the Crown 
land foreshore behind the structure foot-
print,” the spokesperson said.

“DEECA continues to work with Bass 
Coast Shire to monitor coastal hazards in 
Silverleaves through the Victorian Coastal 
Monitoring Program as well as onsite in-
spections.”

The spokesperson said given commu-
nity interest following the weather event, 
DEECA had extended the closing date for 
consultation on the draft East Cowes and 
Silverleaves Adaptation Plan until June 8.

The long-term management of the Sil-
verleaves foreshore was in the draft, they 
said, with planning “an ongoing, continu-
ous process which will not cease”.

The final report will “encompass com-
munity sentiment” and will be released by 
the end of June.

Response
The SCA at the end of May released its 
response to the draft East Cowes and Sil-
verleaves Adaptation Plan.

The SCA urged the State Government 
to reconsider the use of groynes and prog-
ress a proposed trial of a reef construc-
tion to absorb wave energy.

“While we understand that groynes 
are an engineered rather than a nature-
based approach, we believe a careful 
assessment of their feasibility, effective-
ness, and potential side effects along the 
full length of Silverleaves beach would be 
valuable,” Louise said.

The SCA said continued erosion moni-
toring was “essential”.

The SCA said while rock bags were “a 
critical first step”, Silverleaves “requires a 
long-term, coordinated commitment that 
addresses the full extent of environmen-
tal threats, including both coastal erosion 
and land inundation”.

The draft plan recommends no major 
new engineering projects such as groynes 
and rock walls for Silverleaves to stop 
erosion in coming decades.

Instead, it recommends various “na-
ture-based” solutions of “low-profile rock 
sills, shellfish reef or rock berms” to ab-
sorb wave energy, as well as beach nour-
ishment and shoreline plants in the area 
currently most impacted by erosion.

Towards the easterly end of Silver-
leaves, the draft says this area is relatively 
stable compared to western Silverleaves 
and recommends non-intervention, “re-
flecting the lower immediate erosion 
risk”.

Details: engage.vic.gov.au/silver-
leaves-coastal-adaptation-pathways

Silverleaves hit by sea surge

Before: Before the sea surge, this banksia was 
teetering on the edge.

After: Following the sea water flooding of low-
lying areas of Phillip Island, another tree bit the 
dust at Silverleaves.
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The ‘Knitting Nannas’ 
knitting group at Hazel-
grove Court Care Home, in 
Saltburn-by-the-Sea, Eng-
land has produced over a 
dozen mini jumpers for the 
Penguin Foundation.

When the home’s ac-
tivities coordinator heard 
about the program to knit 
jumpers for toy penguins, 
raising money for the Pen-
guin Foundation, they im-
mediately turned to the 
‘Knitting Nannas’ who 
love getting involved and 
using their lifelong skills 
to support others.

The group, made up of 
residents ranging from 
their 80s to over 100 years 
of age, set to work produc-
ing colourful little jumpers 
for the Foundations’ Knits 
for Nature program, which 
has been hugely success-
ful for over 20 years.

It is not the first time this 
incredible group has taken 
up their knitting needles for 
a wildlife cause. Last year, 
they made national and in-
ternational headlines when 
they produced blankets for 
orphaned baby rhinos in 
South Africa.

“The Penguin Founda-
tion is so grateful for the 
support from generous 
knitters around the world,” 
a spokesperson said.

“To continue raising vi-
tal funds for the Penguin 
Foundation, we gladly ac-

cept jumpers, which are 
sold with plush penguin 
toys in retail stores at Phil-
lip Island Nature Parks.”

Knitting and crochet 
patterns can be found at 
Penguin Foundation web-
site with patterns available 
for knitters and crocheters.

HEALTH

The Wonthaggi Medical 
Group has expanded its 
healthcare offering, open-
ing a dedicated skin cancer 
clinic – the sister clinic to 
the highly regarded Icarus 
Skin Cancer Clinic in Koo 
Wee Rup.

The new Wonthaggi-
based clinic offers the Bass 
Coast community expert, 
local access to vital skin 
checks and skin cancer 
treatments without the 
need for a referral.

Wonthaggi Medical 
Group Practice Manager 
Gayle Bloch says the deci-
sion to open the clinic had 
been in the works for some 
time, but the timing finally 
felt right.

“Skin cancer manage-
ment is a big part of the care 
we provide, and we’ve seen 
an increase in the need for 
this service from our com-
munity,” she said.

“We’ve seen just how 
well Icarus is serving the 
Koo Wee Rup community 
and now feels like the right 
time to bring that same 
level of care and service to 
Bass Coast.”

Dr Thomas Solano, a 
rural GP with a Masters 
in Skin Cancer Medicine 
from the University of 
Queensland, will be con-
sulting at the new clinic 
three days a week. He 
brings with him a wealth 
of experience, having pre-
viously worked in various 

skin cancer clinics across 
Australia, and alongside 
dermatologists and plastic 
surgeons.

“I’m really excited to be 
part of the new Wonthaggi 
clinic,” Dr Solano said.

“We’re establishing it to 
operate exactly like Icarus 
in Koo Wee Rup – with a 
clear focus on skin, stream-
lined patient care, and a 
holistic view of skin cancer 
management and preven-
tion.”

Early detection crucial
Australia has the high-
est rates of melanoma in 
the world, with two out of 
three Australians likely to 
develop some form of skin 
cancer in their lifetime.

“Early detection is cru-

cial,” Dr Solano explained.
“Regular skin checks 

with your doctor can save 
lives. Most melanomas 
actually appear as new le-
sions on the skin, not nec-
essarily in areas with sun 
exposure.”

A typical skin check 
at the new clinic involves 
taking a medical history, 
assessing risk factors, and 
performing a thorough ex-
amination using a derma-
toscope.

“It’s all about making 
patients feel safe, com-
fortable and informed. 
We’ll talk prevention, 
check the skin, and tailor 
a treatment plan if needed 
– whether surgical or non-
surgical.”

Dr Solano encourages 

anyone over the age of 20 
to start getting their skin 
checked regularly, even 
if they’ve never had skin 
cancer before.

“It’s not just about a 
full-body check. If you 
have one mole or spot that 
you’re unsure about, our 
door is always open.”

Patients don’t need a 
referral to book a skin 
check – appointments can 
be made directly by phone 
or online.

Icarus Skin Cancer 
Clinic Manager and quali-
fied nurse Emily Yeilds 
says having a dedicated 
clinic allows for faster di-
agnosis and treatment, as 
well as enhanced post-op-
erative care.

“It provides the commu-
nity with a facility focused 
solely on skin health,” she 
said.

“Our goal is better pa-
tient outcomes and shorter 
wait times for surgery. 
We’re also looking to ex-
pand the service with a 
dermal clinician who can 
offer laser and light thera-
pies to improve skin health 
and appearance.

“Our mission is to en-
sure patients feel support-
ed throughout their entire 
skin journey – from diag-
nosis through to recovery 
and ongoing care.”

Icarus Skin Cancer 
Clinic, 42 Murray Street, 
Wonthaggi (side entry)

Phone: 03 5671 6439
/ Sponsored article /

Wonthaggi Medical Group expands

Dr Thomas Solano (centre) will consult at the new Wonthaggi Skin 
Cancer Clinic three days a week. Here with Clinic Manager Emily 
Yeilds and Wonthaggi Medical Group Practice Manager Gayle Bloch.

UK Knitting Nannas 
help our little penguins

Hazelgrove Court Care Home 
resident Joyce Wooffindin (83) 
holding one of the knitted jump-
ers the residents created for 
The Penguin Foundation.

Resident  Judith Pearson (79), 
with the package of little woollen 
jumpers destined for Australia.
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Tucked away in one of Cowes’ 
most desirable and tightly held 
pockets, this exceptional dual-
living property presents an un-
matched opportunity for savvy 
investors, lifestyle seekers, and 
extended families alike.

Positioned just 400 metres 
from the golden sands of West 
Cowes Beach and a mere 50-me-
tre laneway stroll to the local Gen-
eral Store, this is coastal living at 
its most convenient and versatile.

Occupying a generous 
740sqm block, 21 A & B Kenwyn 
Court delivers two fully self-
contained residences on a single 
title – an increasingly rare find in 
today’s market. Whether you’re 
chasing a flexible dual-income 
stream, a multi-generational 
family home, or a prime asset for 
your SMSF portfolio, this prop-
erty ticks every box.

Main residence:  
Space, sophistication  
and flexibility
Set across two stylish levels, the 
main home boasts four gener-
ously proportioned bedrooms 
(all with built-in robes), includ-
ing a luxurious master suite 
with ensuite and direct garden 
access. A total of three bath-
rooms and three distinct living 
zones cater effortlessly to mod-
ern family living, while a sleek, 
contemporary kitchen with is-
land bench, dishwasher, and al-
fresco bar window is perfect for 
entertaining.

Upstairs, bedrooms open 
onto private balconies, adding a 
tranquil touch of retreat.

With the addition of a separate 
kitchenette, the main residence 
lends itself beautifully to flexible 

dual-living arrangements – ideal 
for guests, teens or multigenera-
tional households. Year-round 
comfort is assured with four split 
systems, ceiling fans, and a five-
camera security system.

A double garage with inter-
nal access and a private alfresco 
area bordered by mature hedg-
ing complete the offering.

Second residence:  
Character, comfort and charm
Oozing warmth and personal-
ity, the second home features 
soaring exposed beam ceilings, 
a feature fireplace and a classic 
coastal aesthetic.

Comprising two spacious 
bedrooms with built-in robes, 
two versatile living areas and a  
full kitchen with gas cooktop  
and dishwasher, it’s a perfect 
space for tenants, in-laws, or 

Airbnb guests.
A family-friendly bathroom 

with bath, separate laundry, 
and charming veranda over-
looking the spacious yard round 
out the appeal.

Why you’ll love it:
• Two full homes on one title – 

unbeatable value
• Prime court location offering 

privacy and tranquillity
• Walking distance to beach, 

shops, cafes, and amenities
• Subdivision potential (STCA)
• Ideal for Airbnb, dual rental 

income, or extended family 
living

• Low-maintenance gardens 
and appealing street presence

This is not just a property – 
it’s a lifestyle investment that 
offers unmatched flexibility and 
enduring value in one of Victo-

ria’s premier seaside destina-
tions. With inspections avail-
able over the King’s Birthday 
weekend, the time to act is now.

Open for Inspection:
• Thursday June 5: 5.15pm – 

5.45pm
• Saturday June 7: 12pm – 

12.30pm
• Sunday June 8: 12pm – 

12.30pm
This is a rare chance to  

secure two homes, one title  
and endless possibilities in 
beautiful Cowes – don’t let it 
pass you by.

Address: 21 A & B Kenwyn Court, Cowes
Price: $1,050,000 – $1,150,000
Contact: Marius, Flynn Estate Agents, 
0425 853 055
Closing date sale (unless sold prior): 
Friday June 20 at 5pm

Dual living; double the opportunity in coastal Cowes
Occupying a generous 740sqm block, 21 A & B Kenwyn Court 
delivers two fully self-contained residences on a single title – 
an increasingly rare find in today’s market.

Oozing warmth and personality, the second home features 
soaring exposed beam ceilings, a feature fireplace and a clas-
sic coastal aesthetic.

Whether you’re chasing a flexible dual-income stream, a multi-generational 
family home, or a prime asset for your SMSF portfolio, this property ticks 
every box.
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Contact: Kevin Connolly 0412 772 290 
Dan Ryan 0427 572 718

1300 767 802   www.crebrokers.com

FOR SALE - FREEHOLD WITH VACANT POSSESSION
THE GEORGE BASS HOTEL - 24-32 HADE AVENUE, BASS

• 3936m2 (approx) of Township Zoned land
• Sports bar, bistro lounge, various sitting areas, drive through bottle shop

• Including current fit out (furniture, fittings, chattels, plant and equipment)
• 3 bedroom owner’s apartment

** Also available 6181m2 Vacant Land - 4 Lot Subdivision with conditional 
Town Planning Approval

ICONIC VENUE - READY TO LAUNCH

H
M

12
15

6

JD
05483A

A

KING’S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND  REAL ESTATE
Advertising Feature

CRE Brokers present this op-
portunity to purchase a freehold 
hotel together with the fit out for 
an immediate re-launch back to 
its once vibrant self.

George Bass Hotel is located 
just off the Bass Highway in 
the township of Bass en route 
to Phillip Island and the South 
Gippsland coastline.

This well fitted out hotel of-

fers a sports bar, bistro lounge, 
various sitting areas, drive 
through bottle shop, a three-
bedroom owner’s apartment 
and very good back of house fa-
cilities and toilets.

A popular spot, customers are 
drawn from day trippers passing 
through to locals from nearby 
townships including Grantville, 
Woolamai and Coronet Bay, 

as well as from further afield 
including San Remo across to 
Wonthaggi.

George Bass Hotel sits on 
a 3936sqm site which offers a 
90-metre street frontage. The 
land is zoned “township”.

Located at the rear of the ho-
tel is another 6181sqm of town-
ship zoned land which can also 
be purchased. This additional 

land (subject to title registration) 
can be further subdivided into 
five house blocks.

The hotel which is situated 
on Lot 1 is available to purchase 
with Vacant Possession includ-
ing the current fit out (furni-
ture, fittings, chattels, plant and 
equipment) on a where is, as is 
basis (except for the billiard 
tables and kids arcade games). 

The selling price is $1.1 million 
plus GST.

Lot 2 (vacant land) at the rear 
of the hotel is available for sale. 
Selling price is $650,000 plus 
GST.
Contact: Dan Ryan 0427572718 and 
Kevin Connolly 0412 772 290 at Connolly 
Roberts Estate Agents Pty Ltd
For more information: rea-webbooks.com.
au/CRE-Brokers/GEORGE-BASS-HOTEL

Bass Hotel, a brilliant opportunity
The George Bass Hotel in Bass is for sale, with an opportunity to purchase the freehold together with 
the fit out.

The hotel includes a bistro lounge, sports bar, sitting areas, drive through bottle shop and a three-
bedroom owner’s apartment.
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MORE STOCK URGENTLY NEEDED.

 

12 HONEYEATER AVENUE, SILVERLEAVES 
$845,000
Nestled in a quiet pocket just a short stroll to 
the Silverleaves General Store and Golf Course, 
this charming home offers the perfect retreat for 
permanent living or a relaxing holiday getaway.

CONTACT KENDALL O’GAREY   0410 595 130

30-32 CLEARWATER AVENUE,  
CAPE WOOLAMAI 
$1,650,000 TO $1,800,000
An extremely rare opportunity awaits, with the three 
attributes we are always asked for. Nestled in the 
quiet hamlet of Cape Woolamai the perfect home 
awaits, create your dream home with room to move. 
CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD  0412 712 034

20A SETTLEMENT ROAD, SILVERLEAVES 
$1,720,000 TO $1,790,000
Nestled on a sprawling 4737sqm of landscaped 
gardens, this private oasis offers the ultimate in 
relaxed coastal living. Single level residence with 
polished floors throughout, this home is designed 
for effortless indoor - outdoor entertaining.
CONTACT KENDALL O’GAREY   0410 595 130

18 KENWYN COURT, COWES 
$770,000 TO $845,000
When land and house size matter, this very large 
home sits in a quiet court with excellent beach 
access. The north facing balcony flows to the 
upstairs second living area and kitchen. Two living 
areas and two balconies. 
CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD  0412 712 034

JD
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Property styling can give you an advantage
First impressions are everything and in an increasingly tough real estate market, Pint Size Property Styling can help your 
home stand out from your competitors. We know what it takes to create an emotional connection for potential buyers 
which translates to homes that sell more quickly and for higher prices.   Contact Steph on 0412 031 035
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Everything you need and 
more is in this clean and 
spacious holiday apart-
ment, which is located di-
rectly opposite the beach 
in Cowes, and walking 
distance to restaurants 
and shops.

On the third floor (lift 
access) of Cowes’ most 
popular apartment block, 
“The Waves”, is this well 
presented spacious studio 
apartment which sleeps 
four and offers great water 
views from your own pri-
vate north facing balcony.

Enjoy the north facing/
beach view from the bal-
cony while watching the 
sunset or simply just sit 
back, relax and watch the 
world go by.

Step inside to an open 
plan kitchenette/sleeping 
area with two king single 
beds.

The kitchenette area has 
a fridge, microwave and 
ceramic cook top, while the 
lounge area has couches, 
TV and a Queen size bed.

The bathroom has a 
shower, basin, toilet and 

corner spa bath.
There is secure under-

ground parking for one 
car and the apartment has 
free WiFi.

Linen is supplied for all 
bookings.

Relax and enjoy a fan-
tastic getaway in this five-
star reviewed property.
Address: Unit 340 The Waves, The 
Esplanade, Cowes
Features: Entrance/kitchenette 
– two x king single beds; Lounge 
with TV – one x queen bed.
Contact: First National Phillip 
Island 03 5952 3922.

Perfect holiday location

Enjoy the north facing/beach view from the balcony in this centrally located holiday unit in Cowes.

The open plan apartment sleeps four (two king singles, one queen size bed), while the lounge area 
has couches, TV and free WiFi.
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LITERATURE

Phillip Island Festival of Stories 
is back this winter with a power-
ful program of voices and com-
munity connection.

Now in its eighth festival year, 
the much-loved Phillip Island 
Festival of Stories, from July 25 
to 27, will transform Berninneit 
in Cowes into a vibrant weekend 
gathering place.

Festival Chairperson Lois 
Gaskin said this year’s theme 
“What’s Your Story?” is an open 
invitation for us all to reflect on 
the ability of stories to bring 
people together.

“The Festival of Stories is 
about celebrating the voices that 
shape our community and the 
world. Whether you’re a life-
long local or just visiting for the 
weekend, everyone is welcome 
to join us for this special event,” 
she said.

Here’s a sneak peek at the 
2025 program highlights:
• Friday night film screening: 

The Correspondent, starring 
Richard Roxburgh as award-
winning journalist Peter 
Greste

• Saturday morning: Peter 
Greste takes to the stage to talk 
about press freedom and the 
ghastly reality of his story of 
imprisonment and resilience

• Saturday: celebrated garden 
designer Paul Bangay tells us 
about changing fashions in 
gardening

• Saturday evening: comedian 
Sammy J entertains us  
with a playful night of stories 

and music
• Sunday: authors Jane Caro 

and Candice Fox explore the 
public’s fascination with crime 
stories

• Sunday: food writer and ABC 
broadcaster Alice Zaslavsky 
shows us how to cook deli-
cious food with joy

• Sunday: Beau Vernon shares 
the highlights of his journey 
to a bronze medal at the 2024 
Paris Paralympics

Sessions will also cover so-
cial and environmental issues, 
children’s literature and more.

The Festival opens on Satur-
day with a Smoking Ceremony 
acknowledging the Traditional 
Custodians of Millowl and con-
cludes on Sunday afternoon 
with a community After Party 
featuring live music from Ne-
whaven College students.

Held in the heart of winter, 
the Festival of Stories supports 
local businesses during the qui-
eter season, encouraging over-
night stays and extended visits 
to explore the island’s natural 
and cultural attractions.

Tickets are now on sale with 
a range of affordable day and 
weekend passes available. Lo-
cals are encouraged to book ear-
ly, with many sessions expected 
to fill quickly.

“Storytelling connects us 
across cultures, generations and 
experiences,” says Lois.

“This year’s Festival will once 
again enable people to share in 
that magic.”

Tickets at: www.pifestivalofs-
tories.com and TryBooking

What’s  
Your Story?

At this year’s Festival of Stories, Peter 
Greste talks about press freedom and 
his 2013 arrest and imprisonment in 
Egypt. His story is also told in the film 
“The Correspondent”, starring Richard 
Roxburgh, showing on Friday night 
(July 25). Photo: Louie Douvis.

Comedian and broadcaster Sammy J 
is the Saturday night performer (July 
26) for this year’s Festival of Stories. 
Photo: Dara Munnis.

EDUCATION

Now in its fifth year, Newhav-
en College students, staff and 
parents gathered once again to 
walk two laps of the school oval 
in a show of solidarity and re-
spect for First Nations Peoples.

National Reconciliation 
Week, observed from May 27 
to June 3, marks two key mile-
stones in Australia’s reconcili-
ation journey: the 1967 refer-
endum and the High Court’s 
historic Mabo decision.

Newhaven College proudly 
supports Reconciliation Week 
each year and honours the re-
gion’s rich Indigenous heritage, 
formally acknowledging the 
Boonwurrung/Bunurong people 
of the Kulin Nation as the Tradi-
tional Custodians of the land.

Before the walk, Year 9 stu-
dent, River Hume, a Boonwur-
rung of the Yallock-Bullock 
clan, welcomed everyone to 
Country. The ‘Bridging Now to 
Next’ banner was designed and 
painted by Year 12 Art student 

Sienna Bell, and she and friend 
Mackenzie Slidders led the 
walk around the oval with the 
banner.

After the walk, Junior and 
Middle School students partici-
pated in class activities while 
learning more about reconcilia-

tion and what it means to us all.
This year’s theme of ‘Bridg-

ing Now to Next’ is a reminder 
for all Australians to reflect 
on the ongoing connection  
between past, present and fu-
ture, and calls on all Australians 
to step forward together.

Newhaven College  
Reconciliation Week walk

Year 12 Art student Sienna Bell (left) designed and painted the Bridging Now to Next banner. Sienna and fellow Year 12 
student Mackenzie Slidders led the College Reconciliation Walk with the banner.

HEALTH

During National Volunteer 
Week, Bass Coast Health (BCH) 
paid tribute to the 134 active vol-
unteers who help it deliver care 
to the community.

They were acknowledged for 
their contribution across the 
health service at Wonthaggi, 
San Remo and Cowes. BCH also 
presented awards to long-serv-
ing volunteers.

Those acknowledged in-
cluded Phillip Island’s Amanda 
Drennan, Joan Gaunt and David 
Scrase who were presented with 
awards for five years of service.

Mari Mills received a 10-
year award for volunteering at 
Griffiths Point Lodge in San 
Remo.

Volunteers help BCH through 
its concierge service, transport 
driving, residential care visiting, 
gardening, community advisory 
committee, wayfinding, admin-
istration, ward visiting and aux-
iliaries.

“We’re so grateful for the 
dedication our volunteers show, 
the empathy they display, and 
the time and effort they contrib-
ute so that others may benefit,” 
BCH’s Interim Chief Executive 
Officer Simone Alexander said.

The Phillip Island Health Hub 
Auxiliary was acknowledged for 
its Woolamai Race Day, trivia 
nights, barbecues and markets. 
The Auxiliary donated funds to 
supply a trolley and diagnostic 
machine for Midwifery, and is 
now fundraising for the upgrade 
of two anaesthetic machines for 
the Phillip Island Community 
Hospital.

The San Remo Op Shop 
Auxiliary has donated $1 mil-
lion over the shop’s operation, 
and are now fundraising for 20 
hospital beds and two Cardioto-
cography machines for monitor-
ing fetal heart rates and uterine 
contractions in Maternity.

A full list of service awards 
and contributions at pisra.com.
au/health & wellbeing

Volunteers rewarded

Volunteers to receive five-year service awards were, from left, Joan Gaunt, 
Amanda Drennan, David Scrase, Toni Cornelius and Terry Hall, with Bass Coast 
Health’s Volunteer and Fundraising Manager Kerry Redmond and Coordinator 
Snezana Colley. Absent: Alison Dixon, Ross Kelly, Alan Pittard, Grant Wadeson and 
Graeme Bright.

Braving the cool weather, Year 4 Teacher, and organiser of the walk, Fiona 
Smart with Year 4 students (from left): Ava Brown, Millie Van, Georgia Evans, 
Savannah James, Lucy Pedersen and Lily Solibakke.
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Experience Seals, Whales, 
Dolphins & incredible scenery 
Daily Boat Cruises at Phillip Island
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Discover the 
magic in every 
winter waddle
Visit the Penguin Parade 
to witness these little 
wonders as they return 
to their burrows earlier 
each night!

BOOK NOW
penguins.org.au   
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ART

A special ceremony will be 
held on Saturday June 14 to 
unveil the new public art-
work by renowned artist 
Maree Clarke.

The work, titled Yawa 
(Long Journey), comprised 
of 30 intricately crafted 
Murrini glass panels, will 
form a breathtaking glass 
canoe suspended overhead 
in the grand hall at Bernin-
neit in Cowes.

Fabricated at Canberra 
Glassworks, Yawa spans 
an impressive 5000 x 565 
x 290 mm (LWH), crafted 
from glass, stainless steel 
wire, and powder-coated 
steel.

Integral to Yawa’s cre-
ation were community 
workshops held in January 
2025, where over 300 par-
ticipants contributed to the 
patterns adorning the Mur-
rini glass panels.

The unveiling event on 
Saturday June 14, from 
2pm, will be open to the 
public and include a Wel-
come to Country, Smoking 
Ceremony and speech by 
Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Ro-
chelle Halstead.

Clarke, a celebrated 
First Nations artist of Yorta 

Yorta, Wamba Wamba, 
Mutti Mutti, and Boon 
Wurrung heritage, brings 
her profound cultural in-
sight and collaborative cre-

ations to Yawa.
For more information 

about Yawa, visit bass-
coastculturalvenues.com/
berninneit-art-gallery

ART

“Warreeny Ngulu (Ocean 
Voice)”, is a compelling 
new exhibition by Millowl 
artist Steve Ulula Parker, 
showing at Berninneit Art 
Gallery until July 20.

The exhibition show-
cases Parker’s latest works, 
featuring a blend of paint-
ing, traditional objects, and 
songline audio recordings 
that reflect his ceremonial 
and contemporary prac-
tices.

A descendant of the 
Boonwurrung, Yorta Yorta, 
and Erub peoples, Uncle 
Steve Parker is not only an 
accomplished artist but also 
a respected cultural educa-
tor and surfer.

Through “’Warreeny 
Ngulu”, Parker invites au-
diences to engage with the 
healing nature of Millowl, 
exploring themes that reso-
nate deeply with his ances-
tral roots.

“People need to tune into 
their own murran marrup 
(body and spirit),” Steve 
said.

“The land has been 
walked on for thousands 
of years and the more you 
connect in a deeper way to 
Country, the more Coun-
try and the Ancestors will 
show you. I believe our 
songlines are still here, it’s 
about bringing them back 
in this part of Country 

where they have been lost.”
Attendees are invited 

to immerse themselves in 
Parker’s artistic journey, 
which embodies both tradi-
tion and innovation.

Painting on canvas, as 
well as contemporary ob-
jects such as surfboards 
and skateboards, Parker 
makes his work accessible 
to diverse audiences and 
communities. A spokesper-
son for Bass Coast Shire 
Council said they were 
thrilled to present the exhi-
bition.

“The exhibition is a sig-
nificant cultural event for 

our region and commu-
nity.”

The exhibition opening 
event on the weekend start-
ed with a traditional smok-
ing ceremony.

An in-depth interview 
with Steve Ulula Parker is 
available in the Autumn 
edition of The Island Maga-
zine, available now.

“Warreeny Ngulu 
(Ocean Voice)” runs until 
July 20 at Berninneit Art 
Gallery, 91-97 Thompson 
Avenue, Cowes. Free entry.

Gallery Hours: Mon – 
Fri: 9.30am – 5pm. Week-
ends: 10am – 4pm.

New artwork to be  
unveiled at Berninneit

The ocean comes to Berninneit

Renowned First Nations artist Maree Clarke at a workshop earlier 
this year, where over 300 participants contributed to the patterns 
adorning the Murrini glass panels.

Steve Ulula Parker with Ezra (left) and Wryker, at the launch of 
“Warreeny Ngulu” on the weekend. More photos at pisra.com.au/
entertainment
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THE
SAN REMO

HOTEL

Join The San Remo Hotel from 12pm
Sunday June 8th

for a sausage sizzle, raffles, music from
The Times and the infamous dunk tank!

Can’t make it on the day?
You can still donate via the QR code!

ll funds raised will go

towards FightMND!
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THE
SAN REMO

HOTEL

Join The San Remo Hotel from 12pm
Sunday June 8th

for a sausage sizzle, raffles, music from
The Times and the infamous dunk tank!

Can’t make it on the day?
You can still donate via the QR code!

ll funds raised will go

towards FightMND!

AA

JJoooiinn TT

rommom

JD
05504A

A

KING’S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND  WHAT’S ON
Advertising Feature

FUNDRAISER

The Big Freeze is back at 
the San Remo Hotel on 
Sunday June 8, raising 
money to help fight Motor 
Neurone Disease (MND).

The fun kicks off at 
12pm and includes the 
infamous ice bath dunk 
tank, as well as great priz-
es to be won, a sausage 
sizzle and live entertain-
ment from The Times.

Big Freeze merchandise 
will also be for sale, with 
all funds raised on the day 
going towards FightMND.

Last year’s event raised 
over $23,500 for the Fight 
MND charity co-founded 
by AFL great Neale Dani-
her who is battling the dis-
ease, and the organisers 
are hoping to beat that total.

At the San Remo event, 
a range of locals have vol-
unteered to be dunked to 
help raise funds. The list is 
being added to daily, with 
announcements on the ho-
tel’s social media.

The line up of those al-
ready signed up to take 
the plunge includes: Kerry 
Dow, Cam Sinclair (Crusty 
Demons), Todd Miller, 
Dean “General” Blake (PIF-
NC), Kane Wookey (KBF-
NC), Amanda Black, Sofie 
Dall’Oglio (Island Pilates), 
Susie Jacob, Craig “Crack-
les” Baumann, Kadek from 
Woolamai Beach SLSC, 

Michael King (Bowens) 
and Mark Andrighetto (Ne-
whaven Medical Centre).

You can also buy a 
“dunk tank” ticket, to be 
in the running to pull the 
dunk leaver on your dunk-
er of choice.

Prior to the event, dunk 
tickets will be available 
from the individual dunk-
ers as well as from the bar 
at the hotel. Tickets will 
also be available on the 
day of the event.

Once again, the Big 
Freeze has been gener-
ously supported by local 
businesses, with a range 
of terrific raffle prizes in-

cluding: a month of free 
groceries from San Remo 
IGA, Phillip Island Sauna 
voucher and gift pack 
($300), Yeti Coolers, and 
vouchers from Her Skin-
spa, IM Hairdressing and 
Wildlife Coast Cruises.

Raffle tickets available 
on the day.

Check the San Remo 
Hotel Facebook page for 
regular Big Freeze updates.

If you can’t attend, 
you can still support the 
cause. Scan the QR code 
to donate direct to the San 
Remo Hotel fundraising 
page.

fightmnd.org.au 

Big Freeze at San Remo

Suited up. Michael Scott, Manager of the Bendigo Community Bank 
in San Remo took the plunge in 2024. Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot 
Photography.

ART

Artist Kate Shaw, who 
splits her time between 
Collingwood and her 
Smiths Beach studio, is in 
the running for the inau-
gural Sorrento Art Prize.

The prize will shine a 
spotlight on 60 of Austra-
lia’s contemporary artists, 
with one to receive the life-
changing $125,000 prize.

Kate’s work channels 
the elemental beauty of 
nature, deep intuition, and 
a lifelong sense of won-
der and connection to the 
landscape which has been 
central to her practice 
since childhood.

“I’ve always been an 
artist for as long as I can 
remember,” she says.

“As a child, I saw nature 
as wondrous-and I still do.”

Her paintings are 
known for their kaleido-
scopic reflections of the 
natural world – lush, lumi-
nous, and often bordering 
on the otherworldly.

She draws inspiration 
from artists like Georgia 
O’Keeffe, Hilma af Klint 
and contemporary force 
Tracey Emin, whose re-
cent work she admires for 
its emotional depth and 
strength. Shaw’s inspira-
tion remains simple and 
consistent.

“Nature. Always.
“I meditate every day 

to stay emotionally dis-
tanced from all the things 
in the world that upset 
me,” she says.

Her favourite places are 
wherever natural beauty 
and her favourite people 
intersect – and says when 
she’s close to the sea or 
immersed in the bush, she 
feels most alive.

And when she’s not in 

the studio, you can find 
her “singing, swimming 
in the sea, and walking in 
nature.”

Kate Shaw’s work will 
be exhibited at & Gallery, 
21 Morce Avenue, Sor-
rento, from June 28 to Au-
gust 31. The winner of the 
Sorrento Art Prize will be 
announced the opening 
event on June 28.

More at: www.andgal-
leryaustralia.net

From Shaw to shore

Artist Kate Shaw, who splits her time between Collingwood and her 
Smiths Beach studio, is in the running for the inaugural Sorrento 
Art Prize, worth $125,000.
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COMMUNITY

The Bass Coast Winter Shelter 
is one step closer to becoming 
reality, with 44 local volunteers 
now fully trained and ready to 
support this vital community 
initiative.

Organised by the Interchurch 
Council of Phillip Island, the 
shelter will provide evening 
meals, safe overnight accommo-
dation and a place of connection 
for people experiencing home-
lessness across the region.

Behind the scenes, volunteers 
have already begun supporting 
key operational areas such as 
administration, co-ordination, 
accounts and training. Once the 
shelter opens, the remaining 
volunteers will take on frontline 
roles, including driving and pro-
viding general support across 
three evening shifts per night.

Volunteers recently complet-
ed comprehensive, face-to-face 
training covering topics such as 
homelessness, trauma-informed 
care, mental health, shelter op-
erations and safety protocols 
– ensuring the team is well-
equipped to provide compas-
sionate, informed support.

Trained winter shelter vol-
unteer Sandra Dentry says, “I 
volunteer at Phillip Island Com-
munity and Learning Centre 
(PICAL) and have seen how 
much need there is here on the 
island. Many people are strug-
gling to make ends meet and it 
can happen so quickly.

“There are a variety of peo-
ple experiencing homelessness 
here, but unlike the city it’s hid-
den,” Sandra said.

“I often meet women, just 
like me. We are all vulnerable, 
anyone of us could experience 
homelessness in our lifetime.

“The volunteer training was 
great. It really did confirm the 
need for a winter shelter in our 
region.”

An additional 37 people have 
registered their interest in vol-
unteering, a further show of 
local support for the shelter’s 
mission. A final training session 
will soon be held for those indi-
viduals.

“It’s a necessity”
Michael, a Phillip Island resi-
dent who has been experiencing 
homelessness since September 
last year, knows firsthand how 
urgently this shelter is needed.

“It wasn’t a crisis or a major 
event. I had a good job but just 
couldn’t find a rental that would 
accept me and my dog, Toast,” 
he explains.

“It wasn’t about money – it 

was about availability and suit-
ability. I’m living in my car now 
and doing my best to stay re-
spectful and move around.”

On the shelter, Michael is 
clear.

“It’s a borderline neces-
sity. Homelessness isn’t always 
caused by crisis. Sometimes, 
it’s just the harsh reality of the 
housing market today.”

Launch
Planning for the inaugural Bass 
Coast Winter Shelter was for 
a June 1 launch. However, this 
date will be pushed out, as se-
curing the necessary planning 
and building permits is proving 
more complex and time-con-
suming than expected.

Once operational, the shelter 
will provide up to three nights 
of accommodation each week 
during June, July and August in 
Cowes.

The program will be open 
to guests from across the Bass 
Coast region, with all guests as-
sessed for suitability to ensure 
safety and wellbeing for all in-
volved.

To bring the shelter to life this 
winter, organisers are now call-
ing on the community to help 
raise the final $8000 needed to 
reach the $20,000 target.

Nearly $12,000 has already 
been pledged through generous 
community donations.

“Since announcing the shel-
ter, we’ve been overwhelmed by 
the generosity of our commu-
nity,” said Project Co-ordinator 
Wendy Elson.

“People have stepped forward 
to volunteer, donate and lend 
support in every way imagin-
able.”

A local philanthropist from 
Wonthaggi has donated $3700 
toward essential permits.

PICAL has provided a trailer 
for daily operations and other 
donations have helped purchase 
bedding and supplies.

Financial support has also 
come from Housing Matters 
Bass Coast, St John’s Uniting 
Church, the Baptist Church of 
Cowes, St Philip’s Anglican 
Church, the Lions Club of Phil-
lip Island and many others.

“This is a true community ef-
fort,” Wendy added.

“Now we’re reaching out to 
everyone – every dollar helps. 
Your donation, no matter the 
size, will go directly to essen-
tials like food and heating. To-
gether, we can make a real dif-
ference this winter.”

To donate or learn more, visit: 
www.basscoastwintershelter.
wordpress.com

EDUCATION

Recently, Prep students at Cow-
es Primary school embraced 
Education Week with great en-
thusiasm, diving into the theme 
“Celebration of Cultures.”

A spokesperson for Cowes 
Primary described the week 
“as a wonderful opportunity to 
highlight the rich diversity of 
our school community and to re-
inforce the importance of every 
child feeling safe, valued, and 
welcome at school”.

Throughout the week, fami-
lies were invited to share their 
cultural heritage with the Prep 
classes.

“The response was truly 
heartwarming,” the spokesper-
son said.

“Each presentation brought 
a unique perspective and of-
fered the children a meaningful 
glimpse into the traditions, lan-
guages, and lifestyles of people 
around the world.

“One highlight was learning 
the classic song Heads, Shoul-
ders, Knees and Toes in Filipino. 
Students eagerly joined in, dis-
covering not only new words 
but also how music connects us 
across cultures.

“Another two sessions took 

students on a journey to Cana-
da, where we explored its loca-
tion on the world map and com-
pared its wildlife, food, sports, 
and currency with our own.

“The children were fascinat-
ed to learn about animals like 
moose and bears, the love for ice 
hockey, and how Canadian mon-
ey looks and feels different from 
Australian coins and notes.”

A special treat came in the 
form of delicious Macedonian 
snacks, generously shared by 
one family.

“The students delighted in 
tasting something new and lis-
tening to stories of Macedonian 
traditions.

“We also spent time learning 
more about Australia’s own In-
digenous cultures, deepening our 
understanding of the First Na-
tions peoples and their profound 
connection to the land we live on.”

The school described each 
presentation as “engaging, inter-
active and informative”.

“The sessions sparked curios-
ity, encouraged questions, and 
helped students appreciate the 
beauty of cultural diversity,” the 
spokesperson said.

“They also reinforced the 
idea that while we may have dif-
ferent backgrounds, we share 
many common values and expe-
riences.”

A celebration of cultures

One school family shared delicious Macedonian snacks, while the students heard 
about Macedonian traditions. More photos at pisra.com.au/education

From page 1
“He’s shown there’s always an 

opportunity if you work hard.”

Sinking in
For Zac himself the reality was 
yet to fully sink in when he 
spoke to the Advertiser on Fri-
day.

“It has calmed down a little. It 
will take a week or two to settle 
in; it all feels a little unreal at the 
moment.”

After the draft announce-
ment – which was caught on vid-
eo, showing Zac and his friends 
celebrating – Zac received a call 
from Head Coach Luke Bev-
eridge congratulating him on 
his success.

A club representative also 
travelled to the island that night 
to meet with him.

On Friday, he visited the club, 
describing the experience as 
“pretty crazy”, including meet-
ing football legends like Bon-
tempelli and Liberatore.

With a new and exciting 
phase of his football career 
about to get underway, Zac was 
full of praise for the local foot-
ball club which has been part of 
his life since he was five.

“To be honest, I’ve spent more 
hours at that club than I have at 
home,” he said.

“I started there with Auskick 
as soon as it was available.”

He said the support of his 
friends and the club had been 
pivotal in achieving his AFL 
dreams.

“I am where I am today be-
cause of great friends. You are 
the person who you surround 
yourself with,” Zac said.

He also singled out four 
people from PIFNC for special 
praise.

“There are four big names; 
Chris Ross, Cam Pedersen and 
Scott Huther, plus Andy Bolton 
when I was younger.

“Scott is a mentor and has al-
ways been there for me, and the 
unreal support from Chris Ross 
is at levels I can’t explain.

“I owe everything to them 
and whatever happens, I’ll al-
ways have a place in my heart 
for them, and the club.”

He said head coach Cam Ped-
ersen had some words of wis-
dom and practical advice.

“He said not to be nervous 
and to go in there and feel like 
part of the club,” Zac said.

“And to always be early ... if 
you’re on time, you are late.”

Resilience
Scott Huther has known Zac 
since his days in junior football, 
and said he was always struck 
by Zac’s willingness to get bet-
ter, and go the extra mile.

“I believe he was drafted be-
cause of his ‘never say die’ atti-
tude and his willingness to give 
everything a go,” Scott said.

“He is humble, well mannered 
and has a team attitude in the 
way he approaches stuff.”

Over the off season, Scott and 
Zac worked one-on-one to im-
prove aspects of his game, and 
Scott believes Zac’s resilience 
and determination played a big 
part in the Western Bulldogs’ 
decision to recruit the young 
player. 

Like everyone in the club, 
Scott will be closely following 
Zac’s AFL career.

“I can’t wait to watch his jour-
ney and I have no doubt he will 
do everything he can to get to 
where he needs to be.

“It’s a great story from a kid 
that wasn’t the best footballer, 
but was willing to do the work,” 
Scott said.

Zac is now sharing an apart-
ment for the next two weeks 
with the Bulldogs’ other draft 
pick, Western Australian Mi-
chael Sellwood, and encouraged 
others wanting to pursue their 
sporting goals.

“You have to be patient and 
keep your head down. If you 
keep working and doing the 
right things, opportunities will 
come to you,” Zac said.

“Continue working on your 
craft and stay fit, running 24-7 
and getting to the gym when 
you can. The biggest thing is 
choosing the right times to have 
fun and when to settle down and 
stay disciplined.”

Western Bulldogs
Announcing the draft pick on its 
website, the Western Bulldogs 
said the childhood Bulldogs sup-
porter was an “impressive inter-
cept defender and reads the ball 
well in the air”.

Speaking on his addition to 
the team, Player Acquisition 
and Strategy Manager, Michael 
Regan commended Zac’s resolu-
tion to overcome setbacks and 
find himself in a position to join 
an AFL club.

“Zac’s a really exciting, raw 
prospect from Gippsland Pow-
er,” Regan said, describing him 
as having “great athletic traits”.

“He’s done it the hard way.
“He was actually cut from 

Gippsland as a 17-year-old but, 
got to work on himself with his 
family and friends down at Phil-
lip Island Football Club – who 
put a lot of work into him, and at 
Gippsland Power who have done 
the same over pre-season.”

Zac heads to Western Bulldogs

Zac with Cam Pedersen, PIFNC head 
coach and a teacher at Newhaven Col-
lege. More photos at pisra.com/sport

Strong support for Bass 
Coast Winter Shelter

Sandra Dentry recently completed volunteer training for the Bass Coast Winter 
Shelter, due to launch later this month.
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D I R E C T O RY
KEEP IT LOCALKEEP IT LOCAL

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

LK
00

41
5A

A

B E A U T Y

B A R B E R

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au   |   03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS 
ON THE ISLAND” 

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! 

ORDERS 5907 6796
RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

F O O D  &  D R I N K

C O M P U T E R  S E R V I C E S

San Remo | 5952 5379
info@printitfast.com.au
www.printitfast.com.au

Shop Local
Support Local
PRINT LOCAL

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

For all your refi nancing or home loan 
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.

Gabriel Caffi eri – Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffi eri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

F I N A N C E

72 Chapel Street Cowes. 
0482 936 843
Walk Ins only

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
www.pisra.com.au

FURNITURE OUTLET
YOUR FURNITURE SHOP

Phone Ron 0419 335 985
sales@furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

153 Thompson Ave., Cowes (near Ampol Servo)
www.furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

• Beds   • Mattresses
• Sofas   • Lounges

• Dining   • Tables   • Chairs
• Office   • TV   • Outdoor

JD
01411A

A

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry 
Self-Service 
NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes , 
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF 
with the CODE: LOCAL15

COWESBOAT 
CARAVANRVSTORAGE

Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  5952 2799

24 hr Video Surveillance

COWES 
SELF 

STORAGE

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

H O M E

Melaleuca Lodge  
Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES 

(off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday

JD
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A
NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8 -10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:

8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910 
to make an appointment!

Locally owned and operated by 
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 

0448 602 005
www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

M E D I C A L

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

Stockdale & Leggo

45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922
P 03 8583 4701
E phillipisland@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

Phillip Island I San Remo

3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo VIC 3925
P 03 8583 4701
E sanremo@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/sanremo

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes 
5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

L E I S U R E

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U
H E L LO @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669 
thecentrecowes 

@hotmail.com

A C C O M O D A T I O N

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night

including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

RANFURLIE BED 
& BREAKFAST

across Phillip Island and Western Port on  
89.1FM

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY STATION  
– GREAT MUSIC AND EVERYTHING LOCAL

JO
02925A

A

Phone, PC & 
Electronic Repairs

0490 424 415

www.itrepairs.net.au

admin@itrepairs.net.au

JD
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Uber
pick up and go

TIM BROWN 0412 572 373Phillip Island

Uber X, Uber XL, and Uber Maxi, up to  12 seater buses

JD
05096A

A

BOOK NOW  
at penguins.org.au

GUIDED KOALA TOUR 
Get up close at the  
Koala Conservation Reserve!
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BLINDS & CARPET

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

A F A B U L O U S F L O O R I N G E X P E R I E N C E

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

LAWN MOWING

LK
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

GAS SUPPLIERS

LK
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A

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

CONCRETER
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Luke Hinrichs
Phill ip Island & surrounding areas since 1999

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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EARTHMOVING

LK
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A

0418 372 399
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

AIR CONDITIONING

JD
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AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

 coastal_refrig_and_aircon
AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

DECK RESTORATION

JD
02457A

A

Enjoy your outdoor space
for years to come with DeckSeal!

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au     

www.deckseal.com.au

DECK SANDING, CLEANING, OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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A

TIM NEWMAN

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
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40

5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

HANDYMAN
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SJC HOME MAINTENANCE
Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small

Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495
www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

CARPENTER

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs

Window Replacement   |   Decks
John 0447 975 626

C A R P E N T RY
Est 1982
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ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST  
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS 
MARK: 0418 105 262

JD
04223A

A

EARTHMOVING

Free quote / consultation
Experienced local business
Innovative solutions
Quality workmanship
Transparent communication
Full compliance / insurance
Tight access specialists

EARTHWORKSMKMMMMKMKMKMMMKMMKKEKEKKKKMKMKMKKKMKMKMMK

em: mkearthworks@gmail.com
ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Excavations
Demolitions
Drive/Pathways
Retaining walls
Spoil removal

* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *

JO
02
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6A

A

CABINET MAKER

J O I N E R Y S M O O T H
R E C Y C L E D T I M B E R C A B I N E T R Y

K I T C H E N ’ S
I N S T A L L A T I O N S E R V I C E
T R A D I T O N A L S A U N A ’ S

B E S P O K E D E S I G N

0 4 5 7 2 3 9 6 0 0
M I T C H . J O I N E R Y S M O O T H @ G M A I L . C O M

W W W . J O I N E R Y S M O O T H . C O M . A U
J O I N E R Y S M O O T H
A C N 6 7 2 4 4 6 7 6 9

JD
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CAR REMOVAL

JD
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A

BASS COAST  
CAR REMOVALS

Call Shane  
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616

CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

Unwanted cars removed free

GARAGE DOORS

CONCRETER

JD
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Matt Burgess 0405 533 456

BLINDS/AWNINGS

0418-965-140
C A L L  N A T H

Outdoor Blinds

Internal Blinds

Curtains & Sheers

Aluminium Shutters

Plantation Shutters

S E P R I T  S H A D ES E P R I T  S H A D E
S O L U T I O N SS O L U T I O N S

EARTHMOVING

• SITE CUTS    • SITE CLEANS

• DEMOLITION    • LANDSCAPING

• RETAINING WALLS

O400 633 030

EVERYTHING
EARTHWORKS

ELECTRICIAN

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
SAN REMO & PHILLIP ISLAND

TRUSTED FULLY LICENSED
A-GRADE ELECTRICIAN

NEW BUILDS AND RENOVATIONS
SWITCHBOARD UPGRADES

POWER AND LIGHTING SOLUTIONS
AND MUCH MORE

CONTACT JACK TODAY

0431 296 703
GROUNDSWELLELECTRICAL@OUTLOOK.COM

REC:29004

JD
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A

LANDSCAPING

Landscaping & Concreting

Retaining Walls
Paving

Small Brick Repairs
Concreting

Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew  
0408 822 263

JD
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BUILDER

JD
05470A

A
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PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBERRELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell – 0438 520 546
daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

SOLAR

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496
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MARINE MECHANIC
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www.topwatermarine.com.au   |   info@topwatermarine.com.au 
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

• Authorised Suzuki Marine dealership and service center
• Sales and service of new Suzuki outboard motors

• Suzuki genuine spare parts
• Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs

• Accessory Installations and electrical work
• Trailer servicing and modifications

• Anchor winches    • Boat detailing    • Insurance work

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching 
or just not sliding properly?

Now Servicing Phillip Island 

>  Timber & Aluminium 
Sliding Doors

>  Bi Fold Doors 
>  Cavity Doors 
>  Wardrobe Doors

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

>  Security Doors
>  Track & Roller 

Replacements 
>  Screen Replacements 
>  New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Ph 0438 538 244
info@asdrm.com.au

www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

RESTUMPING

RESTUMPING & 
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,  
House Raising & Repacking,  

all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788
Licence DBL24625

MOTORCYCLE REPAIR

Also Servicing Melbourne  
& Gippsland Regions

*Breakdowns *Flat Tyres *Race Tracks  
*Shows & Events *Dealer Deliveries *Auctions 

*Local & Interstate *Group Discounts  
*Show Bike Specialists

motorcycletow.com.au  0431 655 749
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ROOFING
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• Metal Wall Cladding • Domestic & Commercial
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes • Aluminium Gutter Guard
30 Years Experience

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
ME TAL ROOFINGME TAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

ADVERTISING

More
Business Guide
 on next page.
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LAWN MOWING
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Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

LAWN MOWING

LK
00

02
0A
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Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello
GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

LANDSCAPING AND DESIGN

0424 426 932
FACTORY 14, 71 FRANKSTON GARDENS DRIVE, CARRUM DOWNS

WWW.THESTONESTORE.COM.AU

VICTORIA’S PREMIER DESTINATION 
FOR ALL THINGS NATURAL STONE 

AND PORCELAIN TILES.
OVER 500 HUNDRED PRODUCTS TO CHOOSE FROM!

HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL 

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies. 
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi

(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

LAWN MOWING

Phil’s Mowing
and Lawn care

0408 559 408
Prompt   Honest   Reliable

Servicing Phillip Island and Surrounding Areas 
From San Remo to Cowes, Wonthaggi to Grantville
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LANDSCAPING

Landscaping & Concreting

Retaining Walls
Paving

Small Brick Repairs
Concreting

Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew  
0408 822 263
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PAINTER

RED
OCHRE
PAINTERS

P H I L L I P  I S L A N D

Contact us today on 0425711217
to transform your space! 

Repair, Refresh, Renew 
your home or business with 

Red Ochre Painters

“Fantastic job!! 
Love your work... looks amazing! 

- Peter, Cape Woolamai

Repair, Refresh, Renew  
your home or business with  

Red Ochre Painters
“Fantastic job!!  

Love your work... looks amazing!  
- Peter, Cape Woolamai

Contact us today  
on 0425 711 217
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

MANAGEMENT
TRAFFIC

EOGTRAFFIC.COM.AU
5900 2932
projects@eventopsgroup.com.au

BASS COAST
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STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au
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WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

Ph: 5672 2056

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TREE SERVICES
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TREE CARE

Qualified Arborist with 
15 years experience and 
committed to maintain the 
health, safety and beauty 
of your trees ensuring they 
thrive and enhance your 
home. Servicing Phillip 
Island and surrounds. 

0484 776 399

Specialising in Pruning &  
Hazardous Tree Removals

 Habitat Trees
 Cable Bracing
 Qualified Arborist
 Mulch & Firewood Sales

 Storm Damage
 Stump Grinding
 Fully Insured

JD04860AA
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BISSET, Elaine Joan: 
Died peacefully at 

Banfields Aged Care, 
Cowes on May 28, 2025, 

aged 90. 
Mum had a wonderful 
life, playing tennis into 
her mid-seventies, and 
giving the gardener a 

run for his money upon 
entry to Banfields in 

September 2022. 
Much loved daughter 

and sister to Richard, Ida 
and Keith Wardle,  

wife to Peter,  
Mum to Mark,  

Michael and Julie. 
Adored Nana of 

Nicole, Julian, Luke, 
Tom, Edward, Kim, Nick, 
Cameron and Stephanie. 

Great-grandmother to 
Camilla and Harrison. 

Privately cremated. 
Special thanks to the 
fabulous, caring staff  

at Banfields.

JANSSON, John:
1/9/1948  –  25/5/2025 

A remarkable  
Island historian. 

John Jansson was a 
cherished community 

member – quiet, 
intelligent, and  

deeply involved in 
various volunteer 

organisations. 
He selflessly shared 
his wealth of Island 

knowledge and 
guidance, driven by 
passion rather than 

recognition. 
Coming from a  
pioneer family,  

he earned the respect  
of many. 

Acknowledgment, 
respect and  

memories matter. 
Rest easy John Jansson. 

The Chadwick family, 
Cowes.

HORNER, Ross Kenneth:
4.4.1961 – 30.5.2025

Died peacefully at home.
Adored husband  

of Wendy.
Loved son of Ken (dec) 

and Myrna, loved 
brother of Bronwyn, 

Greg and Sharyn,
brother-in-law of David, 

Katrina, Noel,  
Jenny and Mark (dec.).
A much loved and fun 

loving uncle and a loyal 
friend to many.

There are souls in this 
world who have  

the gift of finding joy 
everywhere,

and leaving it behind 
them when they go – 

Frederick Faber.

COWES:  
34 Seagrove Way 
Saturday June 7th 
(Kings Birthday Weekend) 
8am - 1pm
Moving House Sale

COWES:
MOVING HOUSE SALE 
9 Waterford Drive, 
Sat 7 & Sun 8, June  
from 9am - 3pm. 
Lots of books, records, 
DVD’s, Bric a Brac, clothes 
and shoes.

COWES: 
96 Red Rocks Rd 
Saturday 7th & Sunday 
8th June, 9am - 3pm.
Cash sales only
Great variety sporting 
equipment, furniture, 
caravan and camping 
equipment, tools, rhino 
rack and basket, some 
vintage items and so 
much more!

SAN REMO: 
13 Keam Cres, San Remo.  
Sat 7 June, 8am start.   
Many items incl garden 
bench seats, fridge, table, 
bikes incl electric, boat, 
plants, tools.

SMITHS BEACH:
228 Smiths Beach 
Road, Saturday June 7,  
from 8.00 am till 2.00 pm.
Giant Garage sale all  
proceeds go to Kids in 
Cambodia.

VENTNOR:
2 St Andrews Drive, Sun-
day 8 June from 8.30 am 
to 2.00 pm.
House moving sale, Furni-
ture, Wood working tools, 
garden equipment.
Everything must go.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings 
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA 
Cowes Big Book meeting 
at St Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 
0417 317 470; Salvation 
Army building, McKenzie 
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.

HORNER

A Memorial Service to 
Celebrate the Life of  

Mr. Ross Horner  
will be held at  

The RACV Inverloch,  
70 Cape Paterson-Inver-

loch Road, Inverloch 
NEXT WEDNESDAY  

(June 11, 2025)  
commencing at 2:00pm.

A Private family burial 
will precede the service.

For live-streaming go to 
www.handleyandander-

sonfunerals.com.au

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

DEATHS GARAGE SALES

We need active members willing to commit to the 
tasks required if another family is to be welcomed.  

Upon joining our team and attending regular 
working group meetings, you will receive training 
and support to make a valuable contribution to our 
group’s work and build rich relationships with our 

new arrivals.
We invite you to a ‘Planning Conversation’ on 

Thursday 19th June at 1.30pm at Mitchell House. 
If you can’t make it on that date, 

please email us your interest and willingness 
to join our small group: bcrsg2021@gmail.com

For more information, check out these websites: 
BCRSG: www.bcrsg.com.au

CRSA: (Community Refugee Sponsorship 
Australia is the organisation that coordinates the 
CRIS Program) www.refugeesponsorship.org.au
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HOUSEKEEPER
Casual Position

Experience preferred but not essential  
– just a good attitude.

On the job training will be a major part  
of the job from the beginning.

5 to 12 hours/week mainly on Friday,  
some Saturday work may also be required  

once proficient.

Heidi & Stuart Hawking, Resort Managers
Island Breeze Resort

Cowes. Vic. 3922
Tel: 03 5952 2188  |  Mob: 0417 364 876

Email: islandbreeze@holidayconcepts.com.au
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ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING  
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

ADMIN ASSISTANT/RECEPTIONIST
San Remo Campus

Family Leave Position, commencing September 1, 2025 
2 days/week 8:30am – 4:30pm

Applications close on Tuesday, June 10, 2025
Bass Coast College is seeking a suitably qualified and / or experienced person 

to join its team in 2025 for the above position.  
Applications need to be made via School Jobs Vic: www.vic.gov.au/school-jobs  

Job Vacancy ID:1477743
Further details are available on School Jobs Vic or for more information  

please contact Gabe Windsor – Business Manager on 5611 4000
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FRONT OF HOUSE ATTENDANT
• Mixture of work across bar and floor.

• Weekend, daytime hours.
• Experience preferred but not essential.

Applications to  
manager@phillipislandwinery.com.au

PRIMARY TEACHER
Full Time Junior School Classroom Teacher for 
Semester 2, 2025

 For more information and details on requirements, duties 
and responsibilities, visit our website.

Newhaven College is an independent  
co-educational school on Phillip Island 
offering quality education for students 
from Prep to Year 12

Newhaven College is seeking applications for:

Commencement Semester 2, 2025. 
Applications to be submitted to: 
recruitment@newhavencol.vic.edu.au 
Applications close Monday 9 June, 2025
Newhaven College is a child safe environment. Every child has a right 
to be safe, and at the College we have a zero tolerance for child safety 
risks (including child abuse and reportable conduct).  As such, preferred 
applicants will be subject to child protection screening, background and 
reference checks, verification of identity checks and must adhere to the 
College’s child safe practices, as outlined in the Child Protection Program 
policies available on the College website.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
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FOLLOW US
FOR MORE NEWS
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• FINANCIAL LITERACY MADE SIMPLE

In a move anticipated by many, the Re-
serve Bank of Australia (RBA) has re-
duced the cash rate by 25 basis points, 

bringing it down to 4.10%. This decision 
marks the first rate cut in over four years 
and signals a pivotal shift in Australia’s 
monetary policy. The implications of 
this adjustment are multifaceted, affect-
ing borrowers, savers, and the broader 
economy.

Impact on Mortgages and Loans
For homeowners and prospective buy-

ers, the rate cut offers a glimmer of relief. 
The big four banks have announced cor-
responding reductions in their home loan 
variable interest rates by 0.25% per an-
num, effective from February 28, 2025. 
This reduction translates to tangible, al-
beit small, savings for borrowers. For in-
stance, on a $600,000 mortgage, monthly 
repayments could decrease by approxi-
mately $92.

However, the benefits extend beyond the 
offerings of the major banks. Research 
indicates that Australian homeowners 
could save nearly $40,000 over a 30-year 
mortgage on a 5.59% variable interest 
rate which is currently being offered by 
some non-bank lenders. This competi-
tive environment empowers borrowers to 
shop around for more favourable terms, 
potentially easing the financial burden 
amid rising living costs.

Returns on Savings
While borrowers may rejoice, savers 

face a different reality. Interest rate cuts 
typically lead to reduced returns on sav-
ings accounts and term deposits. Finan-
cial institutions may adjust their deposit 
rates in response to the RBA’s decision, 
meaning individuals relying on interest 
income might see diminished returns. 

Economic Outlook and  
Future Rate Cuts

The RBA’s decision is rooted in its as-
sessment of the current economic cli-
mate. Deputy Governor Andrew Hauser 
emphasised the need for additional posi-
tive news on inflation before considering 
further interest rate cuts. While policy-
makers are optimistic about receiving 
favourable inflation reports, they require 
concrete evidence of this improvement 

before easing monetary policy further.
Economists, including Dr. Shane Oliver, 

Head of Investment Strategy and Chief 
Economist at AMP, have weighed in on the 
potential trajectory of interest rates. Dr. 
Oliver suggests that the RBA may contin-
ue its easing cycle, with the cash rate po-
tentially falling to 3.6% by the end of the 
year. This projection is contingent upon 
various economic indicators, including 
inflation trends, employment figures, and 
global economic conditions.

It’s important to note that while rate 
cuts can stimulate economic activity by 
encouraging borrowing and spending, 
they are not without risks. Prolonged low-
interest environments can lead to asset 
bubbles and may not address structural 
issues within the economy. Therefore, the 
RBA is likely to approach future cuts with 
caution, ensuring that each move aligns 
with the broader goal of sustainable eco-
nomic growth.

Broader Economic Implications
Beyond the immediate effects on loans 

and savings, the rate cut reflects the RBA’s 
commitment to steering the economy to-
wards its inflation target of 2-3%. The 
decision comes in the context of easing in-
flationary pressures, with underlying in-
flation recorded at 3.2% in the December 
quarter, indicating a faster-than-expected 
decline.

This monetary policy adjustment aims 
to support economic growth, particu-
larly in sectors sensitive to interest rates, 
such as housing and consumer spending. 
However, the effectiveness of this strategy 
will depend on various factors, including 
consumer confidence, global economic 
trends, and fiscal policy measures.

Conclusion
The RBA’s recent cash rate cut signifies 

a strategic response to current economic 
indicators, aiming to balance the needs of 
borrowers and savers while steering the 
economy towards sustainable growth. As 
the year progresses, all eyes will be on the 
RBA’s subsequent moves and the unfold-
ing economic landscape, with stakehold-
ers across the spectrum adjusting their 
strategies in response to these develop-
ments
*www.amp.com.au

The information above does not constitute 
financial or other professional advice and is 
general in nature. It does not take into ac-
count your specific circumstances and should 
not be acted on without a full understanding 
of your current situation and future goals 
and objectives by a fully qualified financial 
advisor. Before you make any decision about 
whether to acquire a certain financial prod-
uct, you should obtain and read the relevant 
product disclosure statement.

Rate current 1 March 2025. There is a risk that investors may achieve lower than expected returns. RELI Capital investments are not bank 
deposits, and investors risk losing some or all of their money. Generally there is no right of early withdrawal prior to maturity of the investment 
term and there is a risk that redemption at maturity may be delayed. Before deciding to invest consider RELI Capital’s Product Disclosure 
Statement and Target Market Determination by visiting relicapital.com.au or our office.

*

Scan For More

  03 5662 2529      relicapital.com.au

Over 45 Years of
Investments in Real Estate Loans

6.75
%
p.a.*

Variable interest rates starting from:

Fixed term investment with
no entry, exit or ongoing fees.
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RBA’s  
Rate Cut
-  Implications and Reactions
By David Caporale,  
Chief Investment Officer of RELIcapital
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COUNCIL

A proposed medical cen-
tre in Cowes has been re-
jected by Bass Coast Shire 
councillors following ob-
jections by 23 nearby resi-
dents.

As previously reported, 
the new $3.2 million, nine-
doctor medical clinic was 
set to be built at 227-229 
Settlement Road, on the 
corner of Market Close, 
currently the site of a self-
storage building.

The permit proposed 
to subdivide the land into 
two lots, constructing a 
double storey medical cen-
tre with nine practitioners, 
and five tenancies, as well 
as a residential dwelling.

The permit also sought 
to reduce the car parking 
requirement, with 28 on-
site spaces in lieu of 31, 
although creating confu-
sion, the proposal claims 
to be meeting the require-
ment.

Council planners at the 
May council meeting rec-
ommended approval, ex-
plaining that following ob-
jections by residents, the 
developer had reduced the 
number of doctors to eight, 
which meant the plan met 
car parking requirements.

However, Cr Tim 
O’Brien successfully 
moved an alternative mo-
tion – which he said was 
supported by all Island 
Ward councillors – to re-
ject the proposal.

Cr O’Brien said objec-
tors and councillors were 
not opposed to a medi-
cal centre, but opposed to 
the building’s impact on 

neighbourhood character, 
especially the predicted 
parking and traffic in the 
“quiet cul de sac” of Mar-
ket Close.

“No one is saying they 
don’t want a medical cen-
tre.

“It’s about access to the 
centre ... and the residents 
whose right to a quiet 
amenity are being run 
roughshod.

“The plan has been de-
veloped without sufficient 
consultation with the com-
munity.”

Objections
Cr Ronnie Bauer said all 
three Island Ward council-
lors visited the site and af-
ter discussions with resi-
dents, “it is clear to me that 
if we approve this applica-
tion, the residents will ap-
peal it and if we reject the 
application the developer 
will appeal it”.

“From looking at the 

plans and the footprint of 
the development, I can’t 
understand why the Set-
tlement Road access is not 
better utilised,” Cr Bauer 
said.

“To my untrained eye 
all access to the various 
parts of this development 
could be achieved via 
Settlement Road. Market 
Close is narrow and very 
hard to manoeuvre in.”

Objectors’ submissions 
said there was insufficient 
car parking and the build-
ing would reduce property 
values.

Council officers said 
VCAT had “consistently 
found property values are 
speculative and not a plan-
ning matter”.

Planners recommend-
ed approval saying there 
was an overall benefit to 
the community, operating 
hours were “modest”, and 
the site was currently un-
derutilised.

TRANSPORT

A long-awaited Cowes to 
Ventnor shared path is 
a step closer after Bass 
Coast Shire councillors 
voted to fund its design 
and construction.

And the final stages of 
the Cowes to Rhyll trail 
have also been given the 
green light.

As reported in Febru-
ary, a proposed Cowes to 
Ventnor walking trail was 
put on ice, after councillors 
supported a motion to pro-
tect the shoreline vegeta-
tion between the two areas.

In the Tracks and Trails 
strategy 2022-2032 adopt-
ed by the previous council 
in November 2022, a trail 
along the foreshore be-
tween Cowes and Ventnor 
was identified as a high 
priority.

At the time, there was 
a concerted community 
campaign opposing the 
trail, with the Phillip Is-
land Conservation Society 
(PICS) also not support-
ing the proposal due to its 
impacts on sensitive flora, 
fauna and dunes. PICS 
said the foreshore reserve 
provided an “essential and 
finite” corridor for wildlife.

At the May council 
meeting, the new Cowes to 
Ventnor trail location was 
not identified, but council 
officers said funding had 
been secured to deliver the 
design and construction, 
with a $1 million grant and 
$1 million from council.

Design will be com-
pleted in 2025-2026, com-
munity engagement and 
procurement in 2026-2027, 
followed by construction 
in 2027 to 2029 financial 
years.

Council officers said 
stages one and two of the 
Cowes to Rhyll trail were 
complete, stage three was 
under construction, with 
stages four and five in the 
final stages of design.

“With completed de-
signs council can apply for 
grant funding,” officers 
said, adding construction 
will cost $700,000.

Councillors at the May 
meeting also voted to fund 
the Wonthaggi to Inver-
loch shared path, which 
is already underway, and 
has a budget of $3.7 mil-
lion including a grant of 
$1.5 million.

The total funding com-
mitment from council over 
the two delivery plans is 

$7,000,000, which equates 
to $1 million a year.

Cr Tim O’Brien said 
while he was committed to 
alternative transport and 
reducing carbon emis-
sions “I’m not sure if the 
community is right with 
us”.

Cr Mat Morgan said un-
less there was a “dramatic 
reduction in speed limits”, 
for the safety of cyclists 
the council should advo-
cate for funding to state 
and federal governments 
for active transport.

Support
In 2022 an online petition 
calling for a path between 
Cowes and Ventnor was 
signed by more than 400 
people.

The petition called for 
a shared path for pedestri-
ans and cyclists between 
the two towns.

“There is currently no 
safe route between the 
two locations,” the petition 
stated, adding there is no 
link between Cowes and 
Ventnor other than by car.

The petition said local 
roads were not designed 
with cyclists in mind, and 
were particularly unsuit-
able for young families.

New Cowes medical 
centre refused

NEWS

Cowes to Ventnor path resuscitated

This proposed new medical centre on Settlement Road has been 
refused by Bass Coast Shire councillors who say it doesn’t respond 
to objectors’ concerns.
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COUNCIL

The planned removal of dust 
suppressant from streets in 
Cowes west and Rhyll has of-
ficially been paused until April 
2026, in a major Bass Coast 
Shire Council U-turn.

At the May council meeting, 
councillors voted to pause all 
dust suppressant seal removal 
works on: Outlook, Scenic and 
Bayview drives, Park Lane and 
Maxwell Street, Cowes, as well 
as Reid Street, Rhyll.

At the meeting updated peti-
tions were lodged by residents, 
including one signed by 58 Rhyll 
residents urging a postponement 
of works, as well as another 121 
signatures from residents in the 
Koala Estate in Cowes west, also 
calling for a halt to works.

As reported, in early March 
property owners on these streets 
were sent letters advising them 
of the council’s intention to re-
move the dust suppression seals.

“Between 2005 and 2007, 
council treated a selection of 
unsealed roads around the shire 
with a dust suppressant product 
as a trial, to control dust issues,” 
council officers explained.

“The treatment has now de-
teriorated and council routinely 
removes remaining dust seals 
in accordance with its manage-
ment strategy, adopted in 2013.

“This practice sees the remov-
al of the remaining dust suppres-
sant seal to return the roads to a 
compacted gravel surface.”

Following sustained opposi-
tion by residents, the council has 
now agreed to pause the remov-
al of the dust seals.

Property owners interested in 
options under the Urban Roads 
and Drainage Policy (URDI) 
would continue to be supported 
through this process.

URDI allows large road up-
grade projects to be broken into 
smaller ones and community-
initiated road projects to be 
made easier to achieve.

A minimum of 50 per cent of 
property owners in a particular 
area are required to contribute 
to an upgrade to be considered 
for reprioritising a priority proj-
ect list.

Cr Meg Edwards acknowl-
edged resident concerns about 
removal of dust suppressant 
but also acknowledged “there’s 
a history here perhaps people 

weren’t aware of when they pur-
chased their property that a dust 
suppressant status was in place” 
and “council has listened and 
delayed accordingly”.

“At the same time we need to 
find a way through this that is 
economically viable and meets 
their concerns,” Cr Edwards 
said.

Cr Tracey Bell said she hoped 
there was sufficient progress 
to ensure “we don’t reach April 
next year with the same con-
cerns and we have solid plans 
with these communities”.

Surf Beach upgrade
Meanwhile, a special charge 
scheme will finally go ahead at 
Surf Beach.

Councillors at the May meet-
ing voted for a preferred concept 
option and funding for a road 
and drainage upgrade project 
along The Esplanade between 

Sunderland Bay Road and Bat-
man Street, Surf Beach.

The total project cost is 
$1,601,748, the maximum total 
levy to be recovered from prop-
erty owners is $409,391 and 
the total council contribution is 
$1,192,357.

Construction will start in 
2026-27 and will not include the 
carpark at Surfies Point.

In February last year council 
received a petition from proper-
ty owners requesting a road and 
drainage upgrade project.

After 2023’s Surf Beach and 
Sunderland Bay scheme for 
1000 properties was abandoned 
following a bruising two-year 
campaign, councillors last year 
approved the revised URDI.

Since then, URDI has proved 
popular with some residents 
in those estates and there have 
been many petitioning for a road 
upgrade in their area.

COUNCIL

Bass Coast Shire Council is fur-
ther in debt after councillors ap-
proved refinancing of a loan.

And council’s financial per-
formance for the past quarter 
shows a forecast $4.8 million 
deficit.

At the May meeting, council-
lors voted to refinance the in-
terim loan of $12.5 million and a 
new loan of $5.9 million, making 
a total of $18.4 million loan.

The new borrowings are tied 
to funding for the Cowes Activ-
ity Centre Plan ($725,000), new 
tracks and trails ($2.2 million – 
see separate story) and mainte-
nance of the Wonthaggi and San 
Remo cemeteries ($3 million).

Council officers recommend-
ed council capitalise on a reduc-
tion in short-term interest rates 
from global instability.

“In Australia the financial in-
stability has weighed on the im-
pact to our major trading part-
ners, and this has resulted in the 
market now expecting a sharper 
interest rate easing cycle.

“This has resulted in a diver-
gence between short-term rates, 
which have fallen sharply, and 
long-term rates, which have not 
moved.”

As such officers said loans 
should be packaged into $8.4 
million over three years and $10 
million over ten years.

Financial performance
Councillors at the May meeting 
also voted to approve the quar-
terly performance report, which 
showed a forecast full year op-

erating surplus of $7.5 million, 
but forecasts a full year adjusted 
underlying net result (which ex-
cludes capital grants) of a $4.8 
million deficit.

Council officers said the defi-
cit was due to $3.25 million for 
the transfer of the Wonthaggi 
and San Remo Cemeteries to the 
Southern Metropolitan Cem-
eteries Trust.

The deficit result is in the 
high-risk band by the Victorian 
Auditor General.

The report includes results 
of the Annual Action Plan for 
2024/25, which shows the Cowes 
Streetscapes project is at risk of 
not being completed.

“While Council successfully 
obtained funding for the Cowes 
Streetscapes project, delays in 
securing the funding agreement 
have postponed the start of 
on-site work, which is now an-
ticipated to begin in the fourth 
quarter,” the report states.

The transition of council’s 
fleet to electric vehicles to re-
duce emissions is only half com-
plete, and at risk of not being 
achieved.

“Electric and hybrid vehicles 
currently make up 32 per cent of 
Council’s light vehicle fleet and it 
is projected that this will increase 
to 36 per cent by the end of the 
financial year,” the report states.

“The 50 per cent target is 
currently unattainable because 
while electric vehicles are avail-
able for deployment as tools of 
trade utility vehicles, none of 
the Australian market entrants 
meet the mandatory 5-Star AN-
CAP safety rating.”

COUNCIL

At Bass Coast Shire’s May 
council meeting, the first 
councillor expenses were re-
vealed since last year’s Octo-
ber elections.

The expenses show Mayor 
Cr Rochelle Halstead (total 
$9468) and Deputy Mayor 
Brett Tessari (total $3982) had 
the highest totals, with those 
roles requiring more travel.

Cr Halstead is on seven 
committees and Cr Tessari on 
three.

Next highest was Island 
Ward councillor Tracey Bell 
with a total of $4298, which 
includes $3900 in professional 
development.

The Advertiser asked Cr 
Bell, who sits on one commit-
tee, for the details of the train-
ing, and received a reply by 

the council’s communications 
team, who said as a first-term 
councillor, Cr Bell was com-
mitted to building “knowledge 
and skills”.

“It’s expected that new 
Councillors may undertake 
more training in their first 
year than those with sever-
al years of experience,” the 
council spokesperson said.

“Under the Local Govern-
ment Act 2020, all Victorian 
Councillors are now required 
to complete professional de-
velopment activities each year 
from the second year of their 
term.”

The spokesperson said 
Cr Bell started professional 
coaching in February.

Following Cr Bell was Cr 
Tim O’Brien at $2005, which 
included $1530 in travel ex-
penses.

Cr O’Brien sits on one com-
mittee and said he had made 
no major trips.

“Just a lot of running 
around – having a V6 Ute puts 
me at a higher rate of reim-
bursement on travel costs,” Cr 
O’Brien said.

“My travel claims are nor-
mally made monthly, but 
there is a two month claim in 
there.”

He said travel costs were at 
a set rate, including all trips 
into and out of Wonthaggi to 
council meetings, briefings 
and other council matters.

“I can support all of my 
claims on kilometres travelled 
and the purpose of the trip.”

The five remaining coun-
cillors all had expenses to-
talling between $103 (Cr Meg 
Edwards) and $259 (Cr Jan 
Edwards).

Value for money?
In 2023 then Mayor Michael 
Whelan defended councillor 
training expenses, saying it 
was important to ensure coun-
cillors had the skills needed to 
properly carry out their duties.

One-term councillor David 
Rooks, who was voted out at 
the last election, in 2023 had a 
financial year claim of $14,367, 
which included $9499 on pro-
fessional development.

Island Ward councillor Ron-
nie Bauer at that time said 
while he had no problem with 
councillors doing courses – “the 
more educated the councillors 
are, the better” – he believed the 
system could be fine-tuned.

“Do we get value for mon-
ey?” he asked.

“Councillors are elected ev-
ery four years, so what value 
does the community get if they 

don’t get re-elected, or don’t 
stand for re-election?”

He believes for more expen-
sive courses, councillors should 
pay upfront, then for every 
year of tenure, a portion of the 
course fee is refunded.

This would ensure the coun-
cil gets the best possible value 
from its investment he said.

At that time Cr Halstead, 
who completed a company di-
rector course, said you don’t 
put your hand up to be a coun-
cillor for the money.

“We all know the remunera-
tion is incredibly low and the 
commitment of hours high if 
you wish to do the role justice,” 
Cr Halstead said.

“Investment in professional 
development allows councillors 
to operate at their optimum and 
this can only hold a positive 
benefit for our communities.”

Dust settles on road concerns

Grave debt concerns

New councillor expenses revealed

After 2023’s Surf Beach and Sunderland Bay scheme for 1000 properties was 
abandoned following a bruising two-year campaign, a special charge scheme will 
now go ahead along The Esplanade between Sunderland Bay Road and Batman 
Street, Surf Beach.

The transfer of the San Remo and Wonthaggi cemeteries out of Bass Coast 
Shire Council hands and to the Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust has 
helped thrust council into further debt.

NEWS
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Penguins show grit in 
spirited battle at Wonthaggi

SOCCER

On Saturday May 31, the 
Gippsland Soccer League cel-
ebrated their 2025 Representative 
Squads with a Jersey Presenta-
tion at Drouin Dragons’ new fa-
cility.

With their biggest event, the 
Country Championships, taking 
place next weekend, this was a 
chance to acknowledge our teams 
and share in the excitement prior 

to the long weekend.
The event saw over 300 at-

tendees across three age group 
presentations, cheer on our Rep-
resentative Squads.

The main event of the Rep-
resentative Squad season is the 
annual Country Championships 
which sees all country soccer 
associations gather for a three-
day tournament across the long 
weekend. This year our squads 
will travel to Albury Wodonga 

and face opponents from leagues 
such as Geelong and Sunraysia.

This year the GSL is sending 
six squads: U12, U14 and U16 
boys and girls teams.

It is the first year the league 
has submitted equal girls and 
boys teams.

The GSL would like to thank 
Drouin Dragons for hosting the 
event and wishes our represen-
tative players and families a safe 
and fun tournament.

SOCCER

Senior Men’s: Phillip Island 
Breakers 3 d Wonthaggi United 
1.

Senior Women’s: Phillip Is-
land Breakers 12 d Wonthaggi 
United 1.

Men’s Reserves: Phillip Island 
Breakers 6 d Drouin Dragons 
Maroon 2.

Under 17 Mixed: Phillip Is-
land Breakers 2 d Wonthaggi 
United 1.

Under 15 Girls: Wonthaggi 
United 3 d Phillip Island Break-
ers 2.

Under 14 Mixed: Wonthaggi 
United 3 d Phillip Island Pen-
guins 0. Inverloch Stars 6 d Phil-
lip Island Stingrays 3.

Under 12 Girls: Wonthaggi 

United 8 d Phillip Island Break-
ers 7.

Under 12A Mixed: Phillip Is-
land 6 d Wonthaggi United 0.

Under 12B Mixed: Phillip Is-
land Penguins 9 d Wonthaggi 
United 4.

The Gippsland Soccer League 
have a bye round over the King’s 
Birthday weekend and Round 7 
will be played on Sunday June 
15.

Full GSL results at pisra.com.
au/sport

GOLF

The Red Rocks Golf Club proudly 
joined the global celebration of 
International Women’s Golfing 
Week, which runs from May 27 
to June 4, by opening its course 
to women of all skill levels for a 
fun and inclusive day of golf and 
camaraderie.

The event, held under perfect 
skies, featured a relaxed team Am-
brose competition – a format ideal 
for beginners and experienced 
golfers alike. The day was part of 
the worldwide Women’s Golf Day 
initiative, which aims to engage, 
empower and support women and 
girls through the game of golf, 
while also contributing to chari-
table causes at a local level.

The response from partici-
pants was overwhelmingly posi-
tive. Many remarked on how the 
event not only encouraged more 
women to take up the sport, but 
also highlighted the joy of the 
game’s social aspects. Laughter, 
teamwork and a touch of friendly 
competition made for a thorough-
ly enjoyable afternoon.

After the final putt dropped, 
players gathered at the clubhouse 
for a celebratory afternoon tea, 

complete with wine and good 
company. The relaxed setting 
allowed new friendships to form 
and the spirit of the day to contin-
ue well beyond the final scores.

Red Rocks Golf Club is to be 

commended for embracing the 
vision and mission of Women’s 
Golf Day – making the game of 
golf accessible, inclusive, and, 
above all, fun for women and 
girls in the local community.

GOLF

Tuesday, May 27
Men’s Comp 18H Stroke  
Mid-Week Monthly Medal
Winner: Mike Fitzmaurice (19) 
Nett 70.

A Grade winner: A-1 Michael 
Taylor (10) Nett 71 c/b.

A-2 winner: Craig O’Neill (11) 
Nett 71.

B Grade winner: B-1 Mike 
Fitzmaurice (19) Nett 70.

B-2 winner: Michael Coghlan 
(17) Nett 74 c/b.

C Grade winner: C-1 Kristien 
Formasa (28) Nett 71.

C-2 winner: John Daire (25) 
Nett 74 C/B.

BDL to Nett 75.
NTP: 5th Bob Fabiny, 7th Sam 

Orr, 10th Tony Shannon and 17th 
Gino Manfredi.
Men’s 9H Stableford
Winners: John Monk (24) 20 pts, 
Richie Nettleton (26) 20 pts C/B.

BDL to 16 pts C/B.

Wednesday, May 28
Women’s 4 Person  
Knockout Ambrose 18H
Winners: Kim Rippon-King/Pam 
Rothfield/Maureen Ellard/Emma 
Hall 61.25.

Runners up: Lesley Meadow-
croft/Miyuki Yamaguchi/Liz 
O’Neill/Ada Anglin.

BDL to 68.375.
NTP: 5th Cheryl White, 7th 

Stacey Meder, 10th Pam Roth-
field and 17th Ada Anglin.
Women’s 9 H Stableford
Overall winner: Carolyn Roberts 
(33) 15 pts C/B.

BDL to 12 pts.

Thursday, May 29
Open 18H Stableford
Overall winner: Art Lyons (22) 41 
pts C/B.

A Grade winner: A-1 Morgan 
Ward (11) 41 pts.

A-2 winner: Paul Cashman 
(12) 39 pts.

B Grade winner: B-1 Rickardo 
Meder (18) 37 pts.

B-2 winner: Rowan Wales (15) 
35 Pts C/B.

C Grade winner: C-1 Art Ly-
ons (22) 41 pts.

C-2 winner: Warren Barratt 
(26) 39 pts.

BDL to 33 pts C/B.
NTP: 5th Sam Orr, 7th Craig 

Morris, 10th Leigh Hayhurst and 
17th Rowan Wales.
Men’s 9H Stableford
Overall winners: Brian Baker 
(20) 21 pts, John Withington (24) 
19 pts.

BDL to 17 pts.

Saturday, May 31
Men’s 18H Stableford
Overall winner: Chris Reynolds 
(11) 43 pts.

A Grade winner: A-1 Chris 
Reynolds (11) 43 pts.

A-2 winner: Michael Taylor 
(11) 40 pts.

B Grade winner: B-1 Stephen 
Mack (18) 41 pts.

B-2 winner: Mark White (14) 
39 pts.

C Grade winners: C-1 Peter 
Rymer (19) 38 pts

C-2 winner: Bob Fabiny (19) 37 
pts C/B.

BDL to 34 pts C/B.
NTP: 5th Neville Thurgood, 

7th Graeme Niven, 10th Wayne 
Morris and 17th Chris Sander-
son.
Women’s 18HStableford
A Grade winner: A-1 Vicki Ram-
age (18) 35 pts C/B.

A-2 winner: Trish Jamieson 
(31) 35 pts.

BDL to 30 pts.
NTP 5th N/A, 7th Vicki Ram-

age, 10th Trish Jamieson and 
17th Deb Orr.
Open 9H Stableford
Winner: Steve Rieger (126) 18 pts 
C/B.

BDL to 16 pts.

Sunday, June 1
18H Stableford
Winner: Chris Ross (9) 37 points.

Runners up: Max Mattock (16) 
36 pts C/B.

BDL: 33 pts.
9H Stableford
Winner: Ken Ballingall (40) 15 
points.

GOLF

Saturday May 31
Par Plus
Winner: Pamela Rothfield 

(21) PIGC – +3.
Runner up: Ray Pobjoy (4) +2.

Sunday June 1
Stableford
Winner: Victor Petropoulos 

(15) 42 points.
Runner up Phil: (18) 35 points.

Red Rocks results

Results from the green

Phillip Island Round 6 results

SOCCER

U12A Penguins
The Phillip Island under 12A 
team had a fantastic game 
against Wonthaggi on the first 
day of winter. 

The Breakers got off to a 
strong start and were moving 
the ball around nicely.

There was lots of great move-
ment off the ball and switching 
of play. At half time the Break-
ers led by five goals to nil.

Wonthaggi came out hard in 
the second half and attacked re-
ally well only to be denied by Mi-
cah in goal making some great 
saves along with some good de-
fensive work from the team.

The game finished 9-0 to the 
Breakers with goals from Harry 
and Flynn (2), Micah, Lily-Mae, 
Wes and Henry (1) and an own 
goal.

U14 Stingrays  
versus Inverloch
The U14 Stingrays played an 
excellent home game against In-
verloch, showing determination 
and grit from the first whistle.

Inverloch played a great 
game which saw the Breakers 
down by 5-2 at halftime.

The Breakers never gave 
up and continued to pressure 
their opponents throughout the 
match. 

The final score was 6-3 in In-
verloch’s favour, but it was a per-
formance filled with heart.

Every Stingrays player 
worked tirelessly to slow down 
the opposition, contest every 
ball, and chase hard across the 
field. 

Their effort and teamwork 
were sensational, and they 
should be very proud of the way 
they played.

Callum scored twice and was 
central to the attack.

Jordy held strong in defence, 
and Manny impressed with a 
solid shift at the back after time 
in goal. 

Oscar earned the weekly 
award for his fearless efforts, 
particularly post-injury.

A day to celebrate International Women’s Golfing Week was held recently at Red 
Rocks Golf Club, with a relaxed team Ambrose competition.

International Women’s Golfing Week

Gippsland Soccer League’s  
Representative Squad presentations

U16 Boys: Back (L-R): Daren Dempsey (Coach), Aaron Kelly, Quincy Hay, Sam Scott, Thai Townley, Lincoln Newton, Peeraphan 
Panyo (Captain), Fletcher Middleton, Daniel Prentice and Tony Bals. Front (L-R): DJ Meadows, Myka Sylvio, Stefan Tumino, 
Josh Taylor, Jonah Foster, Will Langley-Jones and Heath Clifford. More team photos at pisra.com.au/sport

More soccer reports at  
pisra.com.au/sport
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FOOTBALL

U10 Red
On a crisp, sunny morning, Levi 
N stepped up as captain with 
late notice and delivered a rous-
ing speech to fire up the Pups for 
their match up against Wonthag-
gi Power.

They hit the ground running, 
spreading out just as coach Steve 
had asked.

The backline stood tall all 
game, taking strong marks and 
manning up brilliantly.

Across the ground, play-
ers worked hard to get in front, 
showing great awareness and ef-
fort.

There was excellent shepherd-
ing as the ball moved end to end 
in a tenacious contest. The team 
maintained their intensity all 
game, showing real improve-
ment and teamwork.

A fantastic all-round effort 
from the Pups. Awards: Harvey 
E, Leo, Mason and Sol.

U12 Red
It was turning into a beautiful 
sunny day as the Dogs took to 
their home ground to face Won-
thaggi Power, led by captain Nic.

The team came out firing in 
the first quarter, with selfless acts 
and shepherding standing out.

Billy was outstanding, slot-
ting several goals and assisting a 
couple more.

The Dogs were on a roll in the 
second quarter, moving the ball 
cleanly out of the centre and set-
ting up big opportunities in the 
forward line to extend their lead.

Wonthaggi started the second 
half with the momentum, but the 
Dogs soon steadied and fought 
back.

There were strong contests 
through the middle, with effort 
lifting across the ground as the 
Dogs gradually extended their 
lead.

Reef’s incredible sprint to 
save a certain goal showcased 
the team’s commitment. An out-
standing team performance.

Phillip Island: 10.10.70 defeat-
ed Wonthaggi Power: 4.2.26.
Awards: Billy Easton, Ryan Brett, 
Oliver Wright and Olly Spottis-
wood.

U14 Red
Phillip Island Red Doggies were 
at their home ground, playing 
Wonthaggi.

The Dogs played a strong 
game, their communication and 
skill throughout allowed for them 
to hold the lead for the first three 
quarters. Unfortunately, with 30 
seconds left in the fourth quarter, 
Wonthaggi kicked a goal, allow-
ing them to take the lead.

A disappointing finish for the 
Bulldogs, however they should be 
very proud of their game.

Wonthaggi – 4.6.30 defeated 
Phillip Island Red – 03.10.28.
Goals: Xavier Holmes, Denver 
Preddice-Firth and Zane Larsson.
Best: Zane Larrson, Harvey Pat-
terson, Jaxon Summerfield, Fly-
nn Doig, Loklan Newstead and 
Bowie Edwards.

FOOTBALL

U10 Blue
The young Bulldogs were roaring 
to get into the action this week, 
playing away against arch-rivals 
Kilcunda-Bass on Sunday morn-
ing. The opening quarter was 
evenly matched, with both teams 
locked in a fierce midfield con-
test.

In the second quarter, the Bull-
dogs found their rhythm, pushing 
forward with intensity. Skipper 
Hugo Joyner took a spectacular 
mark in the goal square and con-
verted cleanly for the Bulldogs’ 
first major.

Kensani Gardner added to the 
momentum, slotting two impres-
sive goals before the main break.

Kilcunda-Bass responded 
strongly in the third quarter, 
dominating the midfield with re-
peated forward entries.

However, the Bulldogs’ de-
fence stood tall, keeping the Pan-
thers goalless for the term.

The final quarter was a thrill-
ing shootout, with both sides trad-
ing goals in a fast-paced finish. It 
was another wonderful morning 
for the young Pups, who continue 
to grow both individually and as 
a team each week.

Award winners: Morrison 
Conway, Luca Tubino, Aidan 
Gooderham and Billy Kimber.

U12 Blue
Captain Zed Findlay led his team 

out after giving his speech.
Five quick points went to the 

Island, unlucky with four of them 
hitting the post.

First goal went to Kash Schei-
bel.

A really good start with Noah 
Hollings taking the game on 
moving the ball forward and Ol-
lie Hellmuth-Pask had a great run 
with two bounces in his stride.

The Pups kept the opposition 
scoreless going into the break.

The second quarter was quiet 
for the Pups as they didn’t add 
to the score, Killy-Bass bagged 
the only two goals scored for the 
quarter.

Rylan Lucas was working 
hard, and Sam Martindale did a 
great job moving the ball around.

Third quarter there was great 
moments, and the Pups had all 
the ball. Sam Martindale assisted 
Kash Schiebel to bag his second 
goal.

Otis Joyner got plenty of 
touches and Nicolas Davidson 
was scouting around the pack.

Cody Naismith was directing 
the traffic well and kept Killy-
Bass from scoring this quarter.

Last quarter saw Kash Schieb-
el take a strong mark and kick 
his third goal.

Cooper Bennett had solid body 
work and contributed a goal from 
a set shot.

Oscar Innes played hard, tak-
ing a strong mark in the forward 
with a centring kick.

This was the best quarter for 

the Pups as they played well as a 
team and really came together.

Despite a quick goal to Killy-
Bass in the seconds before the 
siren the Pups were triumphant 
with breaking away to win 31-15.

Best: Kash Schiebel, Ray 
Wolfenden, Oscar Innes, Cooper 
Bennett, Sam Martindale and 
Oliver Hellmuth-Pask.

U14 Blue
With the winter sun shining, the 
team scored early in the first 
quarter and remained in the lead 
for the game.

There was solid defence from 
Brax Scheibel, Miller Sund and 
Riley Whyte.

Contests were fought hard, 
and the centreline kept control 
enabling ball movement, pres-
sure and linked play.

Tijian Coldora remained his 
lightning best, holding posses-
sions and taking off at high 
speed. Callum Chambers, Jax 
Marshall, Ry Sheers and Rocco 
Archer worked hard, with Ari De 
Fazio, Archie Dallinger and the 
Smith brothers Aiden and Spen-
cer keeping the ball at Phillip Is-
land’s end.

A full team effort resulted in 
goals and a win. Phillip Island 54 
defeated Killy Bass 20.

Goal kickers: Kai Denblyden 
4, Balin Riky 2, Taj Piera and 
Flynn Riley 1.

Award winners: Kolby Carton, 
Jarrah Rutherford, Robin Bo-
daan and Kai Denblyden.

FOOTBALL

U14 Girls
The Under 14 girls celebrated 
their first win for the season 
against Leongatha on Friday 
night.

Goals this week came from 
Charlee, Madi and Sera and the 
team as a whole showed great 
teamwork as they transitioned 
the ball smoothly through the 
midfield thanks to our persistent 

and tough backline.
The girls had worked hard 

during the week especially on 
their handball skills at home and 
with serious drive and determi-
nation their efforts paid off.

Credit to Rej and the coaching 
team for their unwavering posi-
tivity to get the girls to their first 
win. Awards: Indi K, Jada, Heidi, 
Ellie and Charlee.

Phillip Island: 3.3.31 defeated 
Leongatha: 0.2.2.

The girls take victory against 
Leongatha under lights

Young Reds show growth and great footy

Blue Bulldogs deliver on game day

U14 Red award winners: Zane Larsson, Bowie Edwards, 
Jaxon Summerfield and Jasper Reynolds-Mallo.

U12 Red award winners: Olly Spottiswood, Billy Easton, 
Ryan Brett and Oliver Wright.

Great win for our U14 Girls footy team against Leongatha.

Charlie’s Country Academy
Local Phillip Island footy tal-
ent Charlie Fischer, who plays 
for the Gippsland Power, has 
been selected to join the U16 
AFL Victoria Country Academy 
team. Charlie will take the field 

for the representative squad 
in July, when they head to the 
Gold Coast for their next clash, 
a huge achievement and proud 
moment for Charlie and proud 
parents Aileen and Glen.
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FOOTBALL

Seniors
This week we returned home, 

to take on Koo Wee Rup.
As a part of Fight MND 

round, we pulled on our bright 
blue socks.

Koo Wee Rup started fast, 
kicking three in the first term 
and leading by six at quarter 
time.

In the second quarter it was a 
closer game, and fast ball move-
ment was a key part of both 
teams’ success.

At halftime Koo Wee led one.
After the major break, Killy 

Bass had a really good quarter 
and led by 22 at the final break, 
then the last quarter held on to 
win by 14.
Final score: KB 11.9.75 defeated 
KWR 8.13.61
Best player: Angus McGillivray.

Reserves
Following a tough couple of 

weeks, the Reserves were keen 
to get their season back on track.

The start of the game was a 
good fight.

Through the early afternoon, 
the weather was beautiful.

The crowd began to pack out 
the Bass recreation reserve and 
were treated with a competitive 
game in the reserves.

Unfortunately, Koo Wee Rup 
slowly took control of the game, 
controlling the tempo, and pos-
session for most of the day.

The boys played hard and put 
up a better fight than the margin 
shows.
Final score: KWR 10.6.66 defeat-
ed KB 5.3.33
Best Player: Ben Wemyss.

U16
At home against a tough op-

ponent in Koo Wee Rup and 
with several players suffering 
from illness, the match began as 
an arm wrestle.

As the game progressed, our 
midfield got going.

Led by a strong contested 
game from ruckman Brodie, the 
rovers were able to win clear-
ances and get the ball going for-
ward.

With a good spread of goal-
kickers and our small forwards 
causing havoc, the scoreboard 
started ticking over.

Around the ground saw 

plenty of gut running and slick 
ball movement which set up the 
talls, Harvey, Gus and Ty, who 
marked everything that came 
their way.

A great team effort saw the 
boys come away with the points 
and go into the bye week with 
plenty of momentum.
Best Players: Charlie Burgess, 
Gus Oats, Perry McKay, Harvey 
Leary and Blake Eden.

FOOTBALL

U14
Great conditions down at Bass, 
the boys faced off against anoth-
er top four team in Phillip Island 
Blue.

The first quarter was a great 
hit out with back-and-forth foot-
ball, seeing the Island going into 
quarter time with a one goal lead.

The second and third quarter 
was much the same with some 
great passages of play.

Heading into the last trailing by 
15 points, the boys ran out of legs 
with the Island kicking three con-
secutive goals to finish the game.

A great effort and the team 
are improving every week.

Keep up the great work.
Best: Justin Braumann-Hall, 

Sebastien Rennie, Jackson Hen-
derson, Brady Van Steensel and 
Noah Margrie.

U12
A truly gutsy performance by 
the Kilcunda Bass U12s on Sun-
day, showing heart and deter-
mination against a much bigger 
and physically stronger Phillip 
Island outfit.

Despite being undermanned 
due to illness and injury, the team 
never gave up and kept the con-
test alive right until the final siren.

Led brilliantly by captain Le-
rah, who set the tone with her 
physicality and never-say-die at-
titude, the kids stood tall under 
pressure.

Max was a standout in de-
fence, using his pace and game 
sense to turn back wave after 
wave of Phillip Island attacks.

The team’s leadership group 
stepped up in style, with Miles, 
Bailey, Alfie and Chaze all put-
ting in terrific efforts across the 
ground.

Bailey Pool provided the 
scoreboard highlights, slotting 
both of Kilcunda Bass’s goals 
with confidence.

While the scoreboard didn’t 
fall in our favour, the spirit and 
fight shown by every player was 
something to be proud of.

The kids matched it with 
a tough opponent and never 
backed down, a true credit to 
their character and commitment.
Final Score: Phillip Island: 4.7 
(31) to Kilcunda Bass: 2.3 (15).
Goals: Bailey Pool 2.
Best Players: Lerah Schonewille, 
Miles Leary, Bailey Pool, Alfie 
Russo, Max Milner and Chaze 
Poulton.
Awards: Darby Quinlan, Max 
Milner, Coby Dobson, Alfie Rus-
so and Maverick Loughridge.

Well done to all the players, 
your bravery, teamwork and effort 
were nothing short of inspiring.

U10
The kids played so well and 
fought hard all day.

Killy Bass held Phillip Island 
Blue scoreless until the second 
quarter and the game was pretty 
even the whole way through.

In the last quarter the kids fi-
nally got some reward for effort 
with Bentleigh Frith kicking two 
goals, they were super proud.

The team will enjoy the long 
weekend break and be back to-
gether the following week to 
play Leongatha.

FOOTBALL

U16 Girls
This was the match of the round 
in the Female Football Gippsland 
Under 16 competition.

Both Warranor and Phillip Is-
land had only suffered one loss 
for the season so far and were 
sitting second and third respec-
tively on the ladder.

Led by their captain for the 
day Ruby Kent-Ford, the Island 
girls got off to a great start, 
with Bethany Grenness running 
amok up forward and snagging 
a beautiful long goal to set the 
tempo for the day. Olivia Holmes 
and Gisele Smith dominated 
around the ball, while Phoenix 
Stedman and Mia Ward played 
great games on the wings.

The second quarter saw the 
girls put their foot down on the 
pedal and pile on four goals 
straight to take a commanding 
lead in the game.

Scarlette Rees and Kyra Car-
ton were providing strong tar-
gets up forward, while Piper 
Nicolaci and Stellah Tilley were 
holding their space and getting 
into dangerous attacking posi-

tions on numerous occasions 
and were unlucky not to score 
more goals.

Unfortunately, Luna Bowker 
went down in the quarter with a 
wrist injury and had to leave the 
game. We wish Luna a speedy 
recovery.

Lily O’Loughlin, Lily (Elbow) 
Bow and Gemma Fischer once 
again provided plenty of run and 
carry for the team, while Tess 
Ricardo and Georgia Niven were 
solid and reliable in defence.

The goals continued and a 
sensational handball assist from 
Scarlette (Scar) Rees to Ruby in 
the forward line saw the captain 
snag her second goal for the day.

This was a fantastic team 
game, with some exciting pas-
sages of play and you can see 
that the girls are really starting 
to gel together as a team.
Final Score: Phillip Island 8.11.59 
defeated Warranor 0.2.2.
Best: Olivia Holmes, Gemma 
Fischer, Ruby Kent Ford, Gisele 
Smith and Mia Ward.
Goals: Olivia Holmes, Kyra Car-
ton, Bethany Grenness, Scarlett 
Rees, Stellah Tilley, Lily Car-
ville and Ruby Kent-Ford 2.

Kilcunda Bass takes on Koo Wee Rup

Killy Bass Juniors fight it 
out against Island Blue

Blake Eden had a great game and named as one of the Best on for Killy Bass 
U16s against Koo Wee Rup on the weekend.

U14 Kilcunda Bass Best on Ground 
awards: Jackson Henderson, Brady 
Van Steensel, Seb Rennie, Noah Marg-
rie and Justin Braumann Hall.

U12 Killy Bass team get around goal 
kicker Bailey Pool.

Island strong against Warranor

Ollie Duggan receives his senior debut jumper in front of 
proud family members Rach, Steve, and Ella.

Jack Huther proudly receives his first senior gurnsey, 
No.14,  just like his dad once wore, along side family Scott, 
Cath and Maya.

Kirby Fuller flies high for the Reserves, 
pulling down a strong mark during 
Saturday’s clash against Dalyston.

U18’s Jasper Cashman launches into 
the contest with a strong fist pump to 
spoil during Saturday’s match.

Another rising star, Bailey Hennessy 
stepped up with confidence in Satur-
day’s senior match.
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NETBALL

A Grade
Phillip island A graders put 
on a great show against 
Dalyston on the weekend, 
competing goal for goal all 
through the game. Unfor-
tunately, Dalyston came 
away with the end in the 
final quarter.

Dalyston 47 defeated 
Phillip Island 41.

B Grade
B Grade put up a fiery 
performance against Da-
lyston in a tightly contest-
ed match.

The score was locked in 
at the end of the first quar-
ter, showcasing the intense 
competition.

The Island girls stepped 
up in the second quarter, 
playing with confidence 
and determination, and 
took a three-point lead into 
halftime.

Dalyston found their 
rhythm in the third quar-

ter, shifting the momen-
tum in their favour and 
taking the lead.

The fourth quarter was 
a nail-biter, with both 
teams giving it their all.

Despite everyone’s hard 
work, we couldn’t quite 
hang on, and Dalyston ul-
timately took the win.
Best on: Abbey and So-
phia.

Dalyston 49 defeated 
Phillip Island 38.

C Grade
A solid performance this 
week, claiming a convinc-
ing win over Dalyston.

The game got off to 
a slow start, with both 
teams taking time to settle 
into their rhythm.

However, Phillip Island 
remained composed and 
stuck to their game plan, 
gradually finding their 
flow.

By halftime, the team 
had established a strong 
nine-goal lead, setting the 

tone for the remainder of 
the match.

The second half saw the 
girls lift even further, with 
tight defence, smart ball 
movement and consistent 
shooting stretching the 
lead and putting the result 
beyond doubt. 
Awards: Abby Papas and 
Lawri Piera.

Well done, ladies – a 
great team performance 
and a well-earned win

Phillip Island 41 defeat-
ed Dalyston 38.

D Grade
Phillip Island 24 defeated 
Dalyston 19.

U17
The Under 17s brought the 
heat on a crisp Saturday 
morning, turning in a bril-
liant team performance 
to take a well-earned win 
over Dalyston at home.

The Island girls started 
strong, with an 8–5 lead 
at quarter time, thanks to 

sharp shooting from Aisha 
and Ellie and rock-solid 
defence from Olivia and 
Tilly.

Dalyston responded in 
the second quarter, sneak-
ing ahead 16–13 by half-
time, but our girls weren’t 
done yet.

The third quarter saw 
the momentum swing 
back our way.

Ava was outstanding 
through the centre, con-
trolling the pace and driv-
ing the play. Jasira, Piper 
and Abbey were instru-
mental across the mid-
court, applying pressure, 
creating turnovers, and 
linking beautifully from 
defence to attack.

Heading into the final 
term with a five-goal lead, 
the girls held their nerve.

Aisha and Ellie contin-
ued to convert under the 
post, while the whole team 
defended as one to shut 
down Dalyston’s come-
back hopes.

Best on: Jasira and Ava.
Phillip Island 32 defeat-

ed Dalyston 26.

U15
Phillip Island 31 defeated 
Dalyston 15.

U13
Phillip Island 32 defeated 
Dalyston 13.

U11
The girls put on a fantas-
tic display in their match 
against Dalyston, coming 
away with a commanding 
victory.

From the opening cen-
tre pass, the team showed 
great energy and cohe-
sion.

In an effort to continue 
developing skills and ver-
satility, players were ro-
tated through a variety of 
positions.

Each player embraced 
the changes with a posi-
tive attitude, adapting 
well and showing growth 

across the court.
It was a great oppor-

tunity for the team to ex-
plore new roles and build 
confidence in different ar-
eas of play.

Sophie Blake and Mila 
Potter were named Best 
on Court for their out-
standing performances.

Sophie’s strong posi-
tioning, accurate passing 
and defensive pressure 
were outstanding.

Mila was dynamic 
through the midcourt, us-
ing her speed and aware-
ness to link defence and 
attack with confidence 
and composure.

The whole team worked 
hard, and it was a well-
rounded performance and 
a great example of team-
work, sportsmanship and 
skill.

Congratulations to all 
the players on a terrific 
game.

Phillip Island 27 defeat-
ed Dalyston 6.

SPORT

NETBALL

A Grade
The team had a great hit 
out again with Koo Wee 
Rup.

Coming off a win the 
previous week, the girls 
were fired up to continue 
this winning streak.

A great start helped the 
girls to break away early, 
however Koo Wee put the 
pressure on.

The girls played a solid 
four quarters of netball 
and showed what they can 
do as a group; an exciting 
team game.
Best on court: Sophie.

B Grade
The girls have been put-
ting in the work at train-
ing, particularly focusing 
on refining their set plays 
and it certainly showed on 
game day.

They hit the court with 
intensity and a clear deter-
mination to work hard for 
one another.

This commitment paid 
off, and by quarter time 
they had edged ahead with 
a three-goal lead.

As the game wore on, 
a few small errors began 
to creep in, and by three-
quarter time the momen-
tum had shifted, with the 

girls finding themselves 
three goals down.

However, showing im-
pressive resilience and 
composure, the team re-
set heading into the final 
quarter with renewed fo-
cus.

Sticking to their team 
goals, they were able to 
force crucial turnovers 
and convert under pres-
sure, ultimately claiming a 
thrilling one-goal victory.

Final score Kilcunda 
Bass 47 defeated Koo Wee 
Rup 46.

It was a well-earned win 
and one the team should 
be very proud of.
Best on court, and recipient 
of the Cape Pilates: Isabella 
Santorini.

D Grade
This week was a milestone 
for D Grade, with the full 
side available for the first 
time this season.

The team started 
strong, full of energy and 
focus, and trailed by just 
one goal at quarter time.

Despite slippery court 
conditions, the girls adapt-
ed well and moved the ball 
confidently in the second 
quarter, heading into half 
time only three goals be-
hind.

Koo Wee Rup gained 

momentum in the second 
half, capitalising on turn-
overs and extending their 
lead.

While a few errors crept 
into the game, the Killy-
Bass team never dropped 
their heads, showing fan-
tastic determination and 
sportsmanship right to the 
final whistle.

The team continues to 
build strong connections 
each week and should be 
proud of their growth.
Final score: Kilcunda Bass 
21 defeated by Koo Wee 
Rup 37.
Best on Court (Grantville 
Foodworks vouchers): 
Lynne Boad, Miranda 
Eden.

U17s
The Under 17 girls were 
fired up for their match 
against Koo Wee Rup, 
led by a strong pre-game 
warm-up from co-captain 
Matilda Feehan.

They brought high in-
tensity and defensive pres-
sure to the first half, tran-
sitioning smoothly from 
turnovers into attack.

Defenders Hope, Matil-
da, Sadie, Jilli, Keely 
(U15s), and Jya worked 
tirelessly to contain Koo 
Wee Rup’s strong forward 
line.

In attack, Maisie, Millie, 
Alana, Payton and Matilda 
focused on front cuts and 
reworking the ball in and 
out of the ring, applying 
skills practised at training 
to create better shooting 
opportunities.

Despite the scoreboard, 
the team showed impres-
sive development, with 
growing confidence and 
cohesion each week.
Final score: Koo Wee Rup 
33 def. Kilcunda Bass 13.
Best on court: Matilda Fee-
han and Sadie Davies.

U15
This week, the girls 
showed incredible com-
mitment.

With illness sweep-
ing through the team, ev-
ery player dug deep and 
turned up ready to give 
their all, a victory in itself.

While a win over Koo 
Wee Rup was always go-
ing to be tough under the 
circumstances, the team 
gave everything they had 
and should be proud.

A big thank you to our 
U13 girls, who train with 
us each week and support 
from the bench without 
hesitation. Your contribu-
tion is always valued.

A special mention 
to Frankie Leary, who 

backed up after a full game 
in the 13s to play in both 
the midcourt and goals, a 
true team effort.

Savannah Bennett had 
a standout game, tagging 
her opponent, creating 
key turnovers and helping 
drive the ball forward.
Best on court (Sanny Pub 
Voucher): Savannah Ben-
nett for her strength and 
determination.
Coach’s Award: Ciara San-
torini for her leadership 
and grit despite illness.

U13
Under 13 girls put up a 
brave fight against Koo 
Wee Rup, but ultimately 
fell short by a narrow 
margin, losing by just four 
goals.

From the outset, the 
game was a competitive 
contest, with both teams 
displaying great energy 
and skill.

The players showed de-
termination and resilience 
throughout the match es-
pecially dealing with the 
rain and a wet court.

Despite conceding a 
few early goals, the girls 
regrouped well, producing 
some fine defensive efforts 
and connecting nicely in 
attack.

The team moved the 

ball with confidence, cre-
ating scoring chances that 
kept the opposition on 
their toes.
Best on court: Asha and 
Frankie.

U11
The early morning dew 
saw wet court conditions 
for the U11 team.

The girls started posi-
tively shooting the first 
goal of the game, unfor-
tunately, Koo Wee Rup 
took control after that and 
didn’t see another score 
for Killy Bass until the 
third quarter.

Facing stronger and 
more experienced opposi-
tion in the West Gippsland 
competition is proving 
challenging week in and 
week out for our team, 
most who are new to the 
game this year.

The players maintain 
their smiles and enthusi-
asm and give it their all 
each week and that’s all 
you can ask.

The team will keep 
working hard at training 
and learning the game and 
hopefully we will see im-
provement in the second 
half of the season.
Awards: Sage and Ka-
lani, Zoe (Babe’s Chocky 
Award).

Strong performances from Island against Dalyston

Kilcunda Bass netballers back the Big Freeze
The Kilcunda Bass Under 17 netballers proudly wore their Big Freeze socks on game day to support 
the fight against Motor Neurone Disease. A fantastic show of team spirit for a great cause.

U11 Killy Bass netballers show their support for MND, proudly wearing their Big Freeze blue socks.
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WED 4 JUN

LOW 12:18 am
1.01 m

HIGH 6:39 am
2.55 m

LOW 12:17 pm
0.94 m

HIGH 7:07 pm
2.82 m

THU 5 JUN

LOW 1:01 am
1.01 m

HIGH 7:33 am
2.48 m

LOW 1:02 pm
1.12 m

HIGH 7:42 pm
2.70 m

FRI 6 JUN

LOW 1:44 am
1.00 m

HIGH 8:30 am
2.44 m

LOW 1:52 pm
1.29 m

HIGH 8:18 pm
2.59 m

SAT 7 JUN

LOW 2:29 am
0.99 m

HIGH 9:30 am
2.46 m

LOW 2:48 pm
1.43 m

HIGH 9:00 pm
2.50 m

SUN 8 JUN

LOW 3:17 am
0.96 m

HIGH 10:32 am
2.53 m

LOW 3:51 pm
1.52 m

HIGH 9:47 pm
2.43 m

MON 9 JUN

LOW 4:09 am
0.92 m

HIGH 11:30 am
2.64 m

LOW 4:58 pm
1.55 m

HIGH 10:42 pm
2.39 m

TUE 10 JUN

LOW 5:01 am
0.86 m

HIGH 12:25 pm
2.77 m

LOW 6:00 pm
1.53 m

HIGH 11:39 pm
2.40 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC  –  June 2025

2/7/25, 12:36 PM Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology
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Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK. LOW TIDE IS MARKED IN RED.

SPORT

SURFING

Congratulations to island surfer 
Tyler Duell who came fourth in 
the Junior Boys category of the 
Australian Indigenous Surf-
ing Titles at Bells Beach on the 
weekend.

Tyler also competed in the 
Open Men’s category.

The Junior Boys was won 
by Charlie Chisolm (Torquay), 
while the Open Men’s was won 
by Landen Smales (Noosa 
Heads), who also took out the 
Men’s Longboard.

Open Women’s champion 
was Lehaini Zoric (Byron Bay) 
who also won the Junior Girls, 
with the Women’s Longboard 
won by Melissa Combo (Bund-
jalung NSW).

Rhys Collins from Red Hill 
won the Masters Men, while By-
ron Bay’s Kirsty Zoric took out 
the Women’s category.

The Over 50 Men’s was won by 

Jay McKenzie (Cronulla NSW).
Zac Maloney (Killarney Vale, 

NSW) was honoured with the 
Community Spirit Award for his 
uplifting attitude and consistent 

encouragement of fellow com-
petitors throughout the event.

Full scores and results can be 
found at: www.australianindig-
enoussurfingtitles.com

DARTS

After nine intense rounds of 
triples, doubles, and nail-biting 
finishes, the regular season of 
the Phillip Island and Districts 
Darts League has officially 
wrapped up and the stage is now 
set for a thrilling finals cam-
paign.

Flying high and throwing 
true, The Vikings have emerged 
as the team to beat, claiming top 
spot on the ladder and marching 
confidently into the A Grade Fi-
nals.

Their consistency and pre-
cision at the oche have made 
them the benchmark across the 
season, and now the real battle 
begins.

They’ll be joined in the A 
Grade showdown by the other 
top-tier contenders, positions 
one to four now locked in. Mi-
ramar, Aulin and Joe’s Hornets 
will be fighting for darts glory 
in what promises to be a fiery 
finals series.

Meanwhile, those sitting in 
positions five to eight will battle 
it out in the beloved (and fierce-
ly contested) Gumboot Final, 
where pride, passion and per-
haps a few good laughs are on 
the line.

But spare a thought for teams 
nine and ten, who enter next 
week staring down the ultimate 
dishonour: the dreaded wooden 
spoon.

But before the finals heat up, 
there’s still one more twist, next 
week’s Lightning Premiership, 
a fast and furious round-robin 
event where every team plays 
each other once in a game of 801.

Expect chaos. Expect car-
nage. Expect darts.

And if that wasn’t enough ex-
citement, a shoutout must go to 
the man, the myth, the meat-tray 
winner, Jeff, who stepped up as 
a fill-in and walked away with 
the mighty San Remo Butcher’s 
meat tray raffle.

They say heroes come in all 
forms, some even bearing snags.

Congratulations to all teams 
who’ve thrown their hearts out 
this season.

Whether chasing trophies or 
avoiding spoons, every player 
has added to the spirit, cama-
raderie, and fierce competition 
that makes this league a stand-
out in the community.

After next week’s lightning 
clash, the league takes a brief 
breather for the King’s Birthday 
holiday, before the finals series 
kicks off in earnest.

TENNIS

The Phillip Island Tennis Club 
raised $1282 for the Cancer 
Council at its recent Biggest 
Morning Tea.

More than 30 people attended 
the event which included not 
only the expected big morning 
tea plus a range of fund-raising 
games and activities including 
a Round Robin, a raffle (with 
prize donated by Terry White 

Chemist), and a bell display with 
prizes for Most Popular and 
Prettiest, Smallest, Most Unusu-
al, and Most Annoying.

The fund raising also includ-
ed over $200 collected from re-
cycling cans and bottles over the 
last few months.

Thank you to everyone for 
their contributions, whether it be 
helping to set up, playing tennis, 
donating their time, money and 
goods or cleaning up afterwards.

EQUESTRIAN

Oliva Curtain from Rhyll is pre-
paring to represent Victoria on 
the national stage after earning 
selection for the 2025 Australian 
Interschool Championships in 
Sydney.

Olivia, who is in Year 9 at Hai-
leybury Pangea, has just been 
named to the Victorian Eques-
trian team and will compete at 
the prestigious championships 
in September.

She secured her spot follow-
ing a standout performance at 
the recent five-day Petstock In-
terschool State Championships, 
held at Boneo Park.

Olivia began riding when she 
was just eight years old and now 
trains four or five times a week 
on her 12-year-old mare, Ngahi-
wi-Lady Blu.

She fits in training, compet-
ing and caring for her horse 
around her online schooling 
schedule, showing a level of dis-
cipline well beyond her years.

“I love everything about  
horses, riding and competing,” 

Olivia said.
“Training and improving 

your skills is hard work, but so 
rewarding. It’s an amazing feel-
ing when you finally nail some-
thing you’ve been working on.”

Olivia currently has three com-
petition horses and often trains 
for at least three hours a day.

Her selection is a reflection of 
her dedication, commitment and 

love for the sport.
“I’m so proud to be part of 

the Victorian team, and I would 
love to represent Australia at the 
Youth Olympics and the Olym-
pic Games one day,” she said.

The former Newhaven Col-
lege student’s passion and work 
ethic make her one to watch in 
Australia’s rising equestrian 
ranks.

CROQUET

Phillip Island Croquet Club had 
their annual Singles Golf Cro-
quet Tournament on the week-
end.

Players from different parts 
of Victoria (Queenscliff, Wont-
haggi, Sorrento, Kyneton, Drys-
dale, Monash) played.
Section 1 winner: Paul Andrews; 
runner-up Marj Prendergast.
Section 2 winner: Claire Earl; run-
ner-up Neil Warburton.

New club president, Lillian 

Wagstaff presented the prizes 
on Sunday and Claire presented 
the prizes on Saturday.

A huge thank you to all who 
put on this tournament, espe-
cially the tournament manager, 
Robert and a big thank you to 
everyone in the club who helped, 
and the players.

Next tournament is on June 
28 and 29.

Anyone is welcome to come 
and watch at the Blue Gum Re-
serve on Dunsmore Road in 
Cowes.

BOWLS

A lovely cold morning brought 50 
bowlers to San Remo to fight it 
out in the weekly challenge.

The bowlers were welcomed 
to the club by the esteemed presi-
dent John, while Rob and Claire 
arranged the teams.

It was immediately clear it was 
going to be a hard day with such 
great teams on the green.

As usual, there was plenty of 
laughter and friendly banter be-
tween the players and some bril-
liant bowls being played.

Only a couple of wrong bias 
bowls today, but it all helps to fill 
the RCH tin.

Winners of Midweek bowls on 
34 points were: Vern Elliott (S), 
Sue Wright (2), Michael Saunders 
(3) and Aggie Gratton (L).

Runners up on a score of 33 
points were: Peter Taylor (L), Da-
vid Talbot (3) and Peter Gratton 
(S).

Best One Game winners on a 
score of 18 were: Tony Heppleston 
(S), Gwen Jeffrey (2), Richard 
Kerr (L), and Steve Edge (3).

Many thanks to all the volun-
teers, including Mark in the bar 
as well as Claire and John in the 
kitchen.

This week we will be meeting 
at Koo Wee Rup as they return to 
the fold following their recent re-

build of the club house.
Hoping to have a full house to 

welcome them back.
The team will meet at 10am to 

allow time to prepare the teams 
prior to our 10.30am start.

Please be on time as the num-
bers are getting quite high and if 
you are in after the books are full 
then you may have to miss out.

Midweek at San Remo

Rhyll teen selected for Victorian team

Indigenous titles at Bells

Tennis Club Biggest Morning Tea

Vikings reign supreme

Singles tournament

Tyler Duell in action at the Australian Indigenous Surfing Titles at Bells Beach. 
Photo: Elley Harrison, Surfing Victoria.

Olivia Curtain, of Rhyll, in action with her mare Ngahiwi-Lady Blu. The talented 
Year 9 rider will represent Victoria at the 2025 Australian Interschool Champi-
onships in Sydney this September.

More than 30 people attended the event which included the big morning tea and a 
range of fund-raising games and activities including a Round Robin tournament.

Euchre results
Ladies winner: Phillis 7 
wins.

Men’s winner: Darrell 5 
wins.

Encouragement award: 
Mary Anne.

And a very happy birth-
day to Lorraine.
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1/40 CHAPEL STREET, COWES

• Exceptional brick townhouse nestled in the heart 
of Cowes just a short 300m stroll to the beach

• Bright & airy open plan, 2 living areas, undercover 
outdoor area, fully fenced backyard

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars
$790,000

22 PALL MALL, VENTNOR

• Absolute waterfront luxury designed to take full 
advantage of its breathtaking location

• FEATURES: double glazed windows, Hybrid 
flooring, designer kitchen, stone benchtops, 
premium appliances, uninterrupted water views, 
boat mooring

4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/3 cars
$2,200,000 TO $2,300,000

173 SMITHS BEACH ROAD,  
SMITHS BEACH

• This 6-star luxury double storey architectural 
masterpiece is a few minutes’ walk to iconic 
Smiths Beach with beautifully established gardens 
and ample room for the caravan or boat

• Featuring hardwood flooring, quality finishes, 
dual ovens, build-in coffee machine, wood fire, 
air conditioning, 2kw solar system, several 
undercover alfresco areas, fire pit, outdoor 
kitchen, 2 driveways  

6 bedrooms/4 bathrooms/ample car parking
$1,590,000

COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave
5952 2633

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade
5678 5408

www.alexscott.com.au

7 THE BROADWAY, SAN REMO

• Exquisite property with breathtaking water views 
including Phillip Island bridge and Cape Woolamai

• Large upstairs balcony designed to take in the 
views, hostess kitchen with stone benchtops

• 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, study
$985,000 TO $995,000 

17 WONTHAGGI CRESCENT, SAN REMO

• Expansive 4-bedroom, 3-bathroom coastal retreat 
that sits privately in a peaceful cul-de-sac

• Includes 2 living zones, games room and study on 
a 779m2 allotment

• Short walk to swimming beach and playground
$920,000
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SPORT

FOOTBALL

Seniors
Phillip Island went up against 
Dalyston this weekend at 
Cowes on the first day of win-
ter in perfect conditions.

The Bulldogs’ senior side 
stormed to another impressive 
win, controlling the game from 
start to finish with clean ball 
movement, relentless pressure, 
and a potent forward line.

A strong home crowd en-
joyed every bit of the 80-point 
triumph.

Nick Anderson put togeth-
er a masterclass up forward, 
finishing with five goals and 
proving nearly unstoppable.

His effort was matched by 
consistent contributions from 
Cam Pedersen (three goals) 
and Jack Huther (three goals).

A special shout-out to Char-
lie O’Garey, who impressed 
again in just his second senior 
game, showing poise and pol-
ish beyond his years.

And the Island couldn’t be 
prouder of Ollie Duggan, who 
stepped up for his senior debut 
slotting two goals, a brilliant 
start to what promises to be 
an exciting journey.

Hayden Bruce, Charlie 
Bruce, Jaymie Youle, Tyce 
Kleverkamp, Jay Ladson and 
Jack Taylor were all influential 
across the ground, continuing 
to drive the Bulldogs’ fast-paced 
and disciplined brand of footy.

Phillip Island 19.15 (129) de-
feated Dalyston 7.7 (49).
Goal kickers: Nick Anderson 
5, Cam Pedersen and Jack 
Huther 3, Jaymie Youle, Jack 
Taylor, Charlie O’Garey and 
Oliver Duggan 2.
Best: Hayden Bruce, Charlie 
Bruce, Jaymie Youle, Nick 

Anderson, Tyce Kleverkamp 
and Jay Ladson.

Reserves
The Reserves continued their 
winning momentum, putting 
on a clinical performance and 
showing great depth across 
the squad.

The 71-point margin re-
flected the Bulldogs’ ability to 
spread the load and play team-
first football.

James Nicolaci was simply 
outstanding, kicking three 
goals and being named among 
the best in a performance that 
had class written all over it. 
Whether it was clean hands, 
strong marking, or composure 
around goal, James delivered.

Connor Thompson, Finlay 
Cousins, and Jack Keating set 
the tone early, while Ben Tay-
lor, Damien Holmes, and Lu-
cas Chihotski provided con-
sistent drive.

Nine individual goal kickers 
underscored a real team per-
formance. This group contin-
ues to build nicely, the pressure 
is on for spots and that’s exact-
ly where the team wants to be.

Phillip Island 14.7 (91) de-
feated Dalyston 2.3 (15).
Goal Kickers: James Nicolaci 3, 
Bryce Pewtress, Jack Keating 
and Max Mattock 2, Ben Tay-
lor, Connor Thompson, Mikka 
Paulsen, Lucas Chihhotski 
and Brayden Kleverkamp 1.
Best: Connor Thompson, Fin-
lay Cousins, Jack Keating, 
James Nicolaci, Ben Taylor 
and Damien Holmes.

U18
The U18 boys kicked off the 
day in dominant fashion, put-
ting together a four-quarter 
performance that showcased 

their teamwork, pressure, and 
ability to finish.

The scoreboard tells the 
story, with a strong 66-point 
win at home.

Max Taylor was on fire up 
forward, slotting three goals 
and proving a constant threat.

Jeremy Kelly, ChaCha 
Fischer and Ayden Fawaz were 
standouts across the ground, 
combining grit and class.

Dean Rizzo found plenty of 
the ball and also hit the score-
board with two majors, while 
Harry Arceo and George Mc-
Causland contributed to a 
complete team effort.

A special moment came 
when Finniss Gibson kicked 
truly and was mobbed by 
teammates, a celebration that 
sparked even more energy in 
the side and lifted the whole 
group.

Congratulations to Oliver 
Duggan, who made his senior 
debut later in the day. A fan-
tastic reward for hard work 
and a proud day for the club.

Phillip Island 10.16 (76) de-
feated Dalyston 3.3 (21).
Goal Kickers: Max Taylor 3, 
Dean Rizzo 2, Jasper Cash-
man, Ayden Fawaz, George 
McCausland, Finniss Gibson 
and Jeremy Kelly 1.
Best: Jeremy Kelly, ChaCha 
Fischer, Max Taylor, Ayden 
Fawaz, Dean Rizzo and Harry 
Arceo.

U16
The U16 lads were ready to get 
back on the winners list this 
week against Dalyston.

It was a dominant first 
quarter, but the boys were un-
able to capitalise on the score 
board, kicking seven behinds.

After the first break the 

lads were determined to get 
the scoreboard ticking over.

Captain Sam O’Garey got 
the first goal for the island 
and the dominance continued 
through the second quarter.

All the play coming off the 
backline with Felix and Ar-
chie reading the ball well and 
Ethan Rhee running havoc in 
the midfield.

A four goal second quar-
ter saw the Island lead by five 
goals at half time.

After the half time break a 
steady third quarter saw the 
Island continue to keep the 
pressure on.

Jack and Hayden took con-
trol in the midfield and gave 
our forwards first look every 
time.

Goals to Caleb, Lewis and 
Sam saw Phillip Island in-
crease their lead.

Heading into the last quar-
ter with a 40-point lead, the 
confidence grew as the lads 
were able to continue hitting 
the scoreboard.

Jacko was able to kick his 
first goal of the year along 
with Archer.

The backline held incred-
ibly strong only giving up one 
goal for the entire game.

Phillip Island: 9.18 (72) de-
feated Dalyston 1.3 (9).
Goal kickers: Caleb Cantwell 3, 
Sam O’Garey 2, Jackson Al-
lan, Lewis De Fazio, Levi Ad-
dison and Archi Bailey-Cox 1.
Best: Ethan Rhee, Hayden 
Power, Jack Mascaros, Jack-
son Alla, Archie Williams, Fe-
lix Bathgate, Caleb Cantwell 
and Levi Addison.

Clean sweep for the  
Island against Dalyston

Phillip Island young guns Ollie Duggan (left), Charlie O’Garey (centre), and Jack Huther (right) playing their first senior matches. All three stepped up and 
played their roles helping the Bulldogs to secure a massive win over Dalyston. More photos on page 25.

More photos at  
pisra.com.au/sport
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