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Rugs10% OFF

Huge range instore
Check out our rug studio

155 Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au

Ph: 5952 1488
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COWES SELF STORAGE

BOAT CARAVAN RV STORAGE

52-54 Thompson Ave, Cowes  PH: 5952 5100

SOLAR POWER now available to each unit for battery charging. No extra cost.  

FULLY SECURED—FULL SURVEILLANCE

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100
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Whale removal
a vexed question

The disposal of the 16 metre 
sperm whale that washed up on 
Forrest Caves last week has be-
come a vexed question.

While calls for the removal of 
the whale continue, because of the 
awful stench being emitted, local 
contractors agree that it is im-
possible to access the beach with 
the earth moving equipment that 
would be required to bury it.

And local maritime experts 
agree that if the carcass was towed 
out to sea, as has been suggested, 
it would present a hazard to ship-
ping, at least for an interim period.

Last week, a humpback whale 
which died at sea in Port Phillip 
Bay after becoming entangled, 
was able to be removed.

The huge creature was towed in 

to the beach at Mount Martha by 
authorities, to avoid it presenting 
a hazard to shipping.

Its carcass  was then subse-
quently removed from the beach, 
and has now been successfully 
disposed of.

Why not the same treatment 
here, the Department of Environ-
ment, Water and Land (DEWLP) 
was asked on Monday.

The response:  that the Mount 
Martha beach was accessible for 
the heavy machinery required 
for the task, whereas the Forrest 
Caves beach is not.

“The Humpback whale at Mount 
Martha was entangled at sea, pre-
senting navigational safety con-
cerns. After an options analysis 
was conducted, the animal was 

bought ashore to reduce naviga-
tional safety threats,” the spokes-
person said.

“The deceased Sperm whale at 
Forrest Caves Beach, Phillip Is-
land, does not currently present 
navigational safety concerns as it 
has washed ashore,” the spokes-
person added.

Chris Angwin, Regional Man-
ager of Operations (central region) 
of the Victorian Fisheries Author-
ity (VFA) said on Tuesday that 
there is a possibility that the whale 
could be washed back into the sea.

He said the position of the car-
cass is monitored daily, and it 
could still wash away.

“It is still a possibility on the 
right sort of king tide, such as 
those that we have over Easter, 

that the carcass could be washed 
further along the beach, or even 
back into the water,”  Chris said.

He said Fisheries is monitoring 
the situation closely, particularly in 
relation to the potential for an in-
crease in shark activity in the area, 
and the Authority is taking every 
precaution deemed necessary.

He said a drone was in the air for 
eight hours over a two day period 
as weather conditions allowed last 
week, and will be used again.

Just one small shark, thought to 
be a bronze whaler, was spotted, 
which is not particularly unusual, 
he commented.

Chris said signage has also been 
erected at local beaches, and the 
Victorian Emergency App will be 
updated as required with emer-

gency advice.
“We have also had a boat in the 

water regularly and are using bin-
oculars from the beach.

“No signifi cant shark issues 
have presented

“At this stage we have seen no 
signs of increased shark activity.”

Macabre incident
Meanwhile, in spite of protests 

about the stench, many thousands 
of onlookers have fl ocked to the 
Forrest Caves beach over the past 
ten days, to view what was once a 
grand and noble creature at close 
quarters.

And in what can only be de-
scribed as a macabre incident, 
parts of the whale’s  jawbone were

Continued page 2

Thousands of people have fl ocked to the Forrest Caves beach in the past week to view the 16 metre sperm whale that washed ashore there ten days ago. These two local youngsters 
were among the many who braved the stench they were confronted with,  for the opportunity of being able to view the once magnifi cent creature at close quarters. As for the stench, 
we’d better get used to it, as authorities rule out any possibility of it being removed from the site, on the grounds of navigational safety at sea and inaccessibility on land.
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 removed by unknown person/s 

on Thursday night.
It is an offence for members of 

the public to interfere, take or be 
in possession of parts of a dead 
whale, and the incident is being 
investigated.

A possible motive for such a 
despicable act could be the fact 
that an ivory tooth from a  sperm 
whale is currently fetching up to 
$1500 on the black market.

A post in the Advertiser’s photo 
contributor’s Facebook group  
last week looked at the whale car-
cass from a cultural  perspective.

 “For my culture, we see it (the car-
cass) as a blessing,” the post read.

“Each tribe differs on how they 
treat the whale. Some try and 
return it to the sea ASAP for the 
carcass eaters.

“Other tribes dissect it for many 
purposes on the land. 

“The bones of these whales are 

sacred, and taken by local carv-
ers...these bone carvings are our 
connection to the sea, and a gift 
valued by whoever receives one.”

DEWLP has supplied the fol-
lowing information:

It is an offence for people or 
their dogs to be within 300 metres 
of a whale.

Whales are protected under the 
Wildlife Act – regardless if they 
are alive or dead.

It is an offence under the Wild-

life Act for members of the public 
to interfere, take or be in 

possession of parts of a dead 
whale.

The washing up of a dead whale 
presents a unique opportunity to 
study potential cause of death as 
well as other unique biological 
and ecological information. 

The information and samples 
taken will be accessible to re-
searchers from around the world, 
through Museums Victoria.

The recent events in Forrest 
Caves have sparked much debate 
in the community about what 
should be done with the giant 
sperm-whale carcass that is now 
decaying on the shoreline. 

Last time a large whale washed 
up on Phillip Island was fi fty years 
ago in the 1970s, and the then Phil-
lip Island council dissected it into 
80 half tonne sections, and craned 
each section up the cliff to be buried. 

Today, whales are protected un-
der the Wildlife Act, regardless of 
whether they are alive or dead.

The decision by the Department 
of Environment, Land and Water 
to allow the whale carcass to decay 
naturally has been questioned this 
week as the stench increases; and 
even residents from as far afi eld as 
Rhyll have complained about the 
smell wafting across to them.

So the Advertiser decided to take a 
look this week at how whale carcass-
es affecting residential areas have 
been dealt with around the world. 

The washing out to sea method
On the Yorkshire coast in the UK 

in December last year, 10 sperm 
whales died on shore in what is 
thought to be the biggest mass 
stranding of the cetacean in Eng-
land since records began in 1913.

The animals in this case were 
left to wash back out to sea. Safety 
patrols patrolled the area, offering 
safety and informational advice to 
the public about the whales.

The blow it up method 
In 1970 a whale washed ashore in 

Oregon. The community was at a 
loss as to what to do with it, much 
like the island community is right 
now.

They decided it couldn’t be 
moved, and no one wanted to cut it 
up, so they settled on dynamite as 
the best  option. 

They blew the whale up, with 
many spectators gathering to 
watch the spectacle.

 The dynamite created a magnifi -

cent explosion, and it was amazing 
that no-one was kileed.

The consequences had not been  
fully thought through; and a large 
piece of the whale landed on a 
nearby car, crushing it completely 
under the weight. 

The landfi ll method 
San Onofre State Beach in the 

US  has had a few whales die on 
its shores. In 2016 a 40-foot whale 
washed up on its shore, and they 
decided it was best to cut the whale 
up and dispose of it in landfi ll.

They had to keep the public 
away, because methane can build 
up inside dead whales and cause 
natural explosions.  

The burial method  
One of the more common ways 

around the globe to deal with a 
whale carcass is to bury it on the 
beach. However, this is said to at-
tract lots of sharks to the area in 
which it is buried. That means dig-

ging a hole two stories deep, so the 
whale is safely entombed under at 
least 10 feet of sand. 

Offi cials have buried whales 
stranded on San Francisco’s Ocean 
Beach in this way.

While whale carcasses have been 
dealt with differently around the 
globe, there is one thing that is uni-
versally agreed, and that is: The ter-
rible stench.

The method used depends on fac-
tors relating to the demands of the 
surrounding environment; and be-
cause one method worked in one 
place, it may not be the best solution 
for elsewhere. On Phillip Island, it 
seems that we will just have to sit 
this one out!

Local earth moving contractors 
agree that it is impossible to get 
heavy machinery on to the beach to 
bury the whale.

Seafarers agree that towing the 
whale out to sea would create a mari-
time hazard in the immediate future, 
although it would eventually sink.

In a macabre incident parts 
of the whale’s  jawbone were 
removed by unknown person/s 
on Thursday night.

A possible motive for such 

a despicable act could be the 
fact that an ivory tooth from a  
sperm whale is currently fetch-
ing up to $1500 on the black 
market. Photo: Michelle Cleary

Options for the disposal of whales

Macabre act on whale
Thousands of people have fl ocked to Forrest Caves where a 16 metre 
sperm whale lies dead, over the past ten days. Photo: Michelle Cleary
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Here to make a di� erence in Phillip Island and surrounds.
If you would like to know what your property is worth 

in the current market call one of our sales agents today.

Paralympian  Amanda Drennnan 
last week presented a cheque for 
over $61,000 to the  Phillip Island 
Health Hub.

The funds are the proceeds raised 
from Amanda’s epic swim, ten years 
ago back in 2011, when she circum-
navigated Phillip Island in a shark 
cage, in an amazing achievement 
and one never accomplished before. 

The swim was conducted over a 

five day period, during which a then  
22 year old Amanda, a champion 
paralympian swimmer, became the 
first person to swim the island’s 66 
kilometre circumference .

In completing this impressive feat, 
Amanda not only created history but 
also did it the hard way in raising 
awareness and funds for a 24 hour 
medical centre to be established in 
Cowes.

The response to her appeal was 
heartening and well supported by 
the local community who dug deep 
into their pockets and contributed 
to this event in cash and kind, and 
attended further fundraising events 
organised by her.

The final tally of $61,884 has final-
ly been presented to the Phillip Is-
land Health Hub, and has been used 
to purchase a state of the art bedside 

ultrasound, which enables patients 
to be immedaiately assessed.

“This state of the art equipment is 
the envy of many other health ser-
vices, and can be used by staff to 
make quick decisions on the spot 
without having to wait for radiol-
ogy,” said Lou Sparkes, Acting CEO 
Bass Coast Health, at Monday’s pre-
sentation ceremony.

“Medical specialists visiting the 

Hub are amazed that we have one.”
Lou expressed the sincere thanks of 

BCH to Amanda and her strong sup-
port team, many of whom were pres-
ent for the presentation ceremony.

“It was a huge effort. Amanda was 
motivated to raise awareness of the 
need for improved health on Phillip 
Island . . . and she did.

“We are very fortunate to have this 
piece of machinery here.”

Bedside ultrasound machine for Hub

It was ten years ago, in March 2011, when Amanda Drennan created history by becoming the first person to swim 
the island’s 66 kilometre circumference in a shark cage, to raise funds and awareness of Phillip Island’s need 
for 24/7 health care. Fast forward ten years, and Amanda and her team have presented a cheque for $61,000 to 
the Health Hub, for the purchase of a state of the art bedside ultrasound machine. Amanda (front left) and Lou 
Sparkes, Acting CEO Bass Coast Health (front right) are pictured at the presentation ceremony on Monday with 
some of her her support team: Back from left they are Amanda’s mum Anne Drennan, nursing Amanda’s baby son 
Sidney, partner Ben Strong, Cheryl Overton, Rob Wilkinson and Peter McInnes.

Kirsten Weinzierl, Operations Director at the Phillip Island Health Hub, 
and Liam Nancarrow, Acting Nurse Unit Manager, Urgent Care, admire 
the Hub’s new bedside ultrasound machine, purchased with the funds 
raised by Paralympian Amanda Drennan.
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Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.

Council 
Update

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, 
Wonthaggi | DX 34903 Wonthaggi | PO Box 118, 
Wonthaggi VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or 
(03) 5671 2211 or via the National Relay Service (for 
people with speech or hearing difficulties) on  
13 36 77 | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au   

Tender No 21007 – Annual Supply  
of Tree Maintenance

Council is seeking to establish a register of 
approved contractors to supply personnel and/
or select items of plant as and when required, 
to assist in Council’s tree maintenance program.  
The tender is for a five-year contract. The 
tender period opens 9.00am on Wednesday, 
17 March 2021 and closes at 2.00pm on 
Wednesday, 7 April 2021. Tender documents 
can be downloaded free of charge from  
https://basscoast.etenderbox.com.au 

Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820.

46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820

russell.broadbent.mp@aph.gov.au

03 5623 2064

Russell.Broadbent.94

Supporting local business, 
creates local jobs.

RUSSELL
BROADBENT MP
Federal Member for Monash

Contact our registrar Belinda Manning. 
1770 Phillip Island Road, Phillip Island

P: 5956 7505   E: belinda.manning@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

2022 Year 7
Academic Scholarships

 For information and to apply, visit 
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/scholarships

Applications close 19 March 2021

We invite you to become a trained wildlife rescuer to assist with sic�,

injured or orphaned wildlife in your community! This course covers

rescue techniques for common species in your re�ion plus the chance

to meet and learn from experienced wildlife rescuers.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL 
EXCLUSIVELY OPEN TO RESIDENTS OF PHILLIP ISLAND & SURROUNDS 

Cost $90
https://www.wildlifevictoria.org.au/rescue-and-transport-training-registration 

WILDLIFE RESCUE &
TRANSPORT TRAINING

Saturday March 20 , 2021 | 9 .30 AM - 4 .30 PM

PHILL IP ISLAND VIC

YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU - REGIONAL TRAINING - PHILLIP ISLAND

Hoon drivers are putting the lives 
of drivers at risk around Phillip Is-
land, say concerned residents.

Meanwhile police say illegal burn-
out club meets are a growing prob-
lem across Bass Coast, including the 
island.

Acting Senior Sergeant Garth 
Campbell from Cowes Police said 
hoon driving had made its way to 
Bass Coast from Melbourne in recent 
years.

“There has been a recent increase 
in hoon activity of late which can be 
attributed to both an increase in traf-
fi c to Bass Coast and more recently 
illegal club meets arranging burnout 
meets in the South Gippsland/Bass 
Coast areas,” Acting Snr Sgt Camp-
bell said.

He said police on the island “con-
tinually conducted patrols of areas of 
known high hoon activity”, with Bass 
Coast Highway Patrol. 

Burnout skid marks - as well as 
revving noise at night - indicate is-
land hot spots include Berrys Beach 

Road, Back Beach Road near the race 
track and Ventnor Road, but with 
tyre marks evident along the Phillip 
Island Road and even the bridge.

Acting Snr Sgt Campbell said hoon 
drivers were usually young males 
aged between 17 – 25 years of age. 

Concerned residents said burnouts 
marks and tyre rubber “have left lo-
cal roads looking like a drag strip”. 

Dave, from Cowes, said it was clear 
hoon driving and its excessive speed 
was on the increase and he was con-
cerned about taking his teens out on 
the roads for night driving on their 
L-plates.

“I think the risk of an accident at 
one of those intersections is real,” 
Dave said.

“These hoons obviously have no 
concern for the safety of other road 
users.

“If there aren’t further police patrols 
I fear a serious accident will occur.

“It’s a common occurrence that 
seems to be worsening, with the noise 
of burnouts being heard nightly.”

Dave called on police to step up pa-
trols and arrests.

Acting Snr Sgt Campbell said po-
lice rely largely on the public to in-
form them of hoon activity adding 
the public can report activity on the 
Crime Stoppers Hoon Hotline (1800 
333 000).

“Hoon drivers pose an enormous 
risk to the safety of the public and 
property,” he said. 

“Police have witnessed time and 
time again where drivers engaging 
in hoon activities have lost control of 
their vehicle colliding with stationary 
objects such as parked cars, trees, or 
signs and at times onlookers and pe-
destrians.

“Hoon drivers rely on the percep-
tion that they have control of their 
vehicle when in reality it takes one 
error that can end in life changing 
consequences for both victims and 
the driver of the vehicle.” 

If a person is found guilty of three 
hoon-related offences, their vehicle 
can be permanently forfeited. 

People travelling on Phillip Island 
Road over the Phillip Island bridge 
between 14-19 March (weather de-
pendent) may experience travel 
delays of up to ten minutes while 
maintenance inspections take 
place. 

Lane closures and reduced speed 
limits will be in place between 7am 
and 4pm and could result in travel 
delays in both directions. Drivers 
are encouraged to take this into 

account when planning their jour-
neys.

The works are part of Regional 
Roads Victoria’s routine bridge in-
spection program.

Real-time traffi c conditions, in-
cluding road closures, are available 
at  traffi c.vicroads.vic.gov.au or via 
the VicTraffi c mobile app.

For more information go to trans-
port.vic.gov.au, ptv.vic.gov.au or 
vicroads.vic.gov.au.

A young woman is appealing 
for the return of her family heir-
loom engagement ring, should 
anyone have found it, after it 
was lost last Friday (March 12) 
possibly in San Remo, but also 
possible in Cowes.

The ring has huge senti-
mental value for the woman 
and her family, who are dev-
astated by its loss.

The young woman met 
friends for morning coffee in 
San Remo, visiting a couple 

of shops there.
And then shopped in both 

Coles and Woolworths super-
markets in Cowes.

When she arrived home 
she went to put the key in the 
door and saw that her ring 
was missing from her hand.

She has no idea at what 
point the ring slipped her fi n-
ger, but is appealing to any-
one who may have found it 
to call Helen on 5952 5449. A 
reward is offered.

Appeal for lost ring
REWARD OFFERED

Rubber tyre marks can be found on roads around the island, leaving “local roads looking like a drag strip”, 
including here, on the corner of Ventnor Road and Grossard Point Road.

Driven to distraction by hoons

Travel delays on bridge

Some residents have noticed an 
increased number of dead rabbits 
on the roadsides around Cowes and 
Silverleaves.

Allan Pollock of Silverleaves 
raised the issue with the Advertiser 
recently, querying if a new dose of 
myxomatosis had been released to 
address the issue of the growing 
rabbit population.

However, Phillip Island Nature 

Parks has confi rmed there’s no 
baiting program or new release of 
myxomatosis currently underway.

“This is naturally occurring and 
we tend to get spates of suscepti-
bility and immunity as the myxo 
mutates over time,” a Nature Parks 
spokesperson said.

“A wet summer has meant more 
rabbits but also more mozzies 
which spread the myxo around.”

What’s killing the rabbits?
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GIVE ME
THE WORKS

A local earthmoving con-
tractor is calling on the 
Bass Coast Shire to attend 
to unsafe overhanging trees 
across the roadways it con-
trols,  across the entire is-
land.

Neal McRae has lived here 
for 53 years, driving large 
trucks locally for 27 of them.

And he says he has noticed 
a sharp decline in the mainte-
nance of trees on shire roads 
on the island, particularly 
over the last six months, re-
sulting in conditions that are 
unsafe and dangerous.

Neal said the Cowes Rhyll 
Road is of particular con-
cern, but by no means the 
only concern.

For me to travel on that 
road, I have to cross on to the 
wrong side of the road in four 
places,” he comments.

There identified  another 
danger spot in Harris Road, 
Ventnor, where Neil’s revolv-
ing safety beacon on top of 
his excavator was knocked 
off earlier this year by an 
overhanging branch.

Neil said he has contacted 
the shire three times over the 
past six weeks to raise the is-
sue, to no avail.

He said that the person 
who took his call said they 
would file his comments, and 
an appropriate officer would 
get in touch with him.

However, his calls have 

gone unreturned and he has 
not heard from anyone.

“These overhanging 
branches are very unsafe, 
and there are now so many of 
them,” Neal said last week.

“I have been driving earth-
moving equipment here for 
27 years, and I have noticed 
the situation has got a lot 
worse in the past six months.

“I am concerned that I 
could knock a branch and 
it could hit the car behind. I 
am concerned that I am of-
ten forced to go on the wrong 
side of the road.

“I know many other heavy 
vehicle drivers who work 
locally who also share my 
strongly held concerns.”

Neil said that when he rang 
the shire and said a branch 
had knocked his safety bea-
con light off his vehicle, he 
was sent a link to make an 
insurance claim.

“But I am more interested 
in getting the problem re-
solved, before something 
worse happens.

“Overhanging branches 
need to be swiftly addressed. 
The problem is not contained 
to any one road.”

Neal said that Vic Roads 
routes across the island are 
“pretty good” with regular 
maintenance occurring.

He is urging the shire to ad-
dress this issue as a matter of 
urgency.

Grantville residents have 
questioned next week’s State 
Government’s planning pro-
cess into the proposed sand 
mine expansion, saying it is bi-
ased in favour of the developer. 

Last year Victorian Plan-
ning Minister Richard Wynne 
used his powers to override 
Bass Coast Shire and call in 
the Dandy Premix expansion 
plans, convening a planning 
panel on March 22 to provide 
advice on the application to ex-
pand the sand quarry.

The proposal will remove 
the equivalent of eight MCGs 
worth of vegetation and has 
been described by councillors 
as “Melbourne-centric”, with 

no benefit – only distress - to 
the local community.

Last week the Save West-
ern Port Woodlands said they 
were concerned Dandy Pre-
mix had successfully sought 
an extension to the deadline 
for submitting expert witness 
reports a day before the March 
5 deadline.

“Dandy Premix appear to 
have gamed the panel hear-
ing,” Save Western Port Wood-
lands spokesperson, Tim 
O’Brien, said.

“We contend the actions of 
the Panel Chair in acceding 
to this request - despite the tis-
sue-thin reasons provided by 
Dandy Premix, and despite the 

disadvantage to the communi-
ty in granting these extensions 
- casts a serious shadow over 
the integrity of this panel and 
this process.”

“The Victorian community 
can have no confidence in the 
outcome with such a taint of 
partiality to the favour of Dan-
dy Premix.”

He said the dates for lodging 
witness reports to the panel 
were advised on December 23.

“Why wait until the day be-
fore the due date to formally 
request an extension?”

He said he received an email 
from Planning Panels Victoria 
that stated Dandy’s late re-
quest was “less than ideal”.

“Yet still it granted the re-
quest,” Tim said.

“The people of Grantville, 
and the environment of this 
state, deserves better than this. 

He said sand mining was 
destroying the fragile coastal 
forest ecology and its rare and 
endangered wildlife.

“Environmental vandalism 
on this scale is to the great dis-
credit of Environment Minister 
Lily D’Ambrosio and Planning 
Minister Richard Wynne.”

Councillors were last 
month unanimous in their 
opposition to a proposal to 
expand the Dandy Premix 
sand quarry, which has been 
mining since 2013.

Overhanging 
branches a 
serious driving 
hazard

Cry me another riddle!

Waterline residents prepare for mine fight 

Given your recent article 
re Ross River Fever, should 
we accept this open drain at 
Rhyll which has been openly 
discussed with Councillors 
and Council for many years, 
says Peter McMahon : Acting 
Secretary Island Voice.

Why should we be asked to 
wait to have it rectified. 

Is the following the type of 
response from council to our 
concerns that we should be 

happy with.
“The stormwater can exit 

through the existing water 
pathway. However during 
periods of dry weather ,a 
small amount of stormwater 
is captured at the outfall and 
is flushed away when rainfall 
occurs.”

Is this an acceptable re-
sponse and decision from 
council, given the environ-
ment we live in.

The Dandy Premix quarry site, on the fringe of Western Port.

Save Western Port Wood-
lands spokesperson Tim 
O’Brien, from Cowes
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The Fire Danger Period (FDP) fi nished 
at 1.00am on Monday (March 15)  in the 
Bass Coast Shire. 

According to the latest Australian Sea-
sonal Outlook, above average summer 
rainfall has led to 

a reduced bushfi re risk for the autumn 
period.

These conditions have led to a reduced 
fi re activity in both grasslands and for-
ests this summer. 

Much of Victoria will continue to expe-
rience milder conditions and lower bush-
fi re potential over 

the coming months. 
“Victoria’s south east has been fortu-

nate to receive some great rainfall over 
the past several months, reducing the 
bushfi re risk in many parts of Gippsland”  
said CFA Deputy Chief Offi cer South East 
Trevor Owen.  

DCO Owen emphasised that while the 
FDP is coming to an end in some areas, 
it is still 

important to remain vigilant. 
“We’re urging everyone to stay safe, 

whether you’re living in or travelling to 
high bushfi re risk 

areas,” he said. 
“Please monitor the conditions on hot, 

dry and windy days, as we may still see 
some days of 

elevated fi re risk.” 
While the Fire Danger Period will come 

to an end, it is still important that resi-
dents check the 

local conditions are safe for any burn-
off they were considering undertaking. 

“You must register your burn-offs, 
check weather conditions and follow lo-
cal council laws and regulations,” DCO 
Owen said.

The new owners of the old Ne-
whaven Boys Home have this week 
visited the property to inspect and 
secure it.

Realtor Ranjith Panangala of the 
Australasia Real Estate Group said 
the future of the heritage-listed prop-
erty – which sold last November to a 
Melbourne company just shy of the 
asking price of $3.5m – would be de-
termined by the new owners later in 
the year.

“In the meantime they came earlier 
this week to secure the windows and 
ensure the building’s safety,” Ranjith 
said.

“At this stage they’re going through 
all options to fi nd out what’s the best 
for this historic property.”

The 1.4ha site at 54-61 Forrest Av-

enue – including the chapel - was 
bought for $1.65 million in 2015.

Last year the previous owners 
spent about half a million dollars 
gutting the buildings, cleaning up the 
site and erecting a perimeter fence.

Bass Coast Shire last year con-
fi rmed there was a planning permit 
for the site that allowed for: subdivi-
sion into 21 lots; partial demolition 
of existing buildings; construction 
of road and subdivision works; re-
moval of vegetation; construction of 
a garage building and 10 dwellings; 
and making alterations to existing 
buildings.

The building was established by 
the Mission of St James and St John 
in 1928 to house delinquent boys 
aged between 9 and 16.

Old boys home 
locked up, secure

The heritage-listed buildings old Boys Home has a long recent history of vandalism.

Fire danger 
period ends

The Cowes Branch of the ANZ bank in 
Thompson Avenue has informed customers by 
letter that it plans to close its doors in August.

The bank recently reduced its opening hours.
The letter informs customers that more of 

them are choosing the convenience of doing 
their banking when and where it suits them, and 
that they will be able to manage most of their 
banking from the comfort of their own home.

ANZ to close 
Cowes bank
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Revised Strategic Plan 2021-25 and 
Draft Budget 2021-22

The West Gippsland Libraries revised Strategic Plan 2021-25 and 
Budget 2021-22 are available for public comment.

Both documents are available for inspection on our website  
wgrlc.vic.gov.au and in hard copy in all of our library branches and 
mobile library.

Written submissions under Section 223 of the Local Government 
Act 1989 on any proposal contained in these documents are invited 
and will be received until 3pm on Friday 16th April, 2021.

Submissions should be addressed to:

Chief Executive Officer 
West Gippsland Libraries 
2/65 Victoria Street, Warragul VIC 3820 
Email: ceo@wgrlc.vic.gov.au

What do you want for the future of Bass Coast? We want to hear 
from you! Your ideas will help shape the Council Plan 2021-25, Health 
and Wellbeing Plan 2021-25, long-term Community Vision and 10-year 
Financial Plan. We’ll be popping up at community events and markets 
and also inviting you to attend drop-in sessions which will be held at:

•	 Cape Paterson		– Tuesday, 16 March, 6.30pm to 8.00pm         
            Cape Paterson Community Hall

•	 San Remo –        Wednesday, 17 March, 6.30pm to 8.00pm        
                    San Remo Recreation Centre

•	Wonthaggi –       Monday, 22 March, 6.30pm to 8.00pm
        Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club Kirrak Room

•	 Kernot –       Tuesday, 23 March, 11.00am to 12.30pm
        Kernot Hall

•	 Rhyll –       Wednesday, 24 March, 6.30pm to 8.00pm
        Rhyll Mechanics Hall

•	 Cowes –       Monday, 29 March, 6.30pm to 8.00pm
	 	 						Venue to be confirmed

•	Grantville –       Tuesday, 30 March, 6.30pm to 8.00pm
        Grantville Community Hall

•	 Inverloch –      Wednesday, 31 March, 6.30pm to 8.00pm   
        Inverloch Community Hub Hall

•	 Facebook Q&As – Tuesday, 23 March, 6.30pm to 8.00pm

        Tuesday, 13 April, 6.30pm to 8.00pm

        www.facebook.com/BassCoastShire

You can also get involved online by filling out a survey at
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/ourfuture.

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903  
PO Box 118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or 
(03) 5671 2211 basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au 
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au 

By Ajunta Judd

Death and dying are non-discriminatory. Ill-
ness, possibly less so. Life and death are two 
all-encompassing elements on a continuum. 
They are both worthy of our full attention. 

However, we are usually so focussed on life 
and commonly, so fearful or, actively defl ecting 
thinking about death, that we avoid preparing 
for death. And mostly, to our detriment. 

Living a rich, responsible, and fulfi lling life 
can, and should, translate into a responsible 
attitude accompanied by pro-active behaviour 
toward illness, dying and death. 

One day we must all face the inevitable and 
decisions that we make now - when we are still 
able to - may lessen the stress related to illness 
and dying and potentially ease the burden for 
loved ones.

On March 27th local End of Life Consultants 
Ajanta Judd (Mentor, Advocate, Counsellor and 
Tutor/Mentor at Phillip Island Community and 
Learning Centre (PICAL) and Heather Living-
stone (Nurse specialising in Mental Health) will 
be presenting an End of Life Choices Informa-
tion and Planning Session at Cowes Senior Citi-
zens Club.

End of Life Consultants or, Death Doulas ful-
fi ll the role of providing information, educating, 
and supporting a person and their loved ones 
through the process of illness and dying. 

Their role is to objectively support, guide and 
advise in pre death planning and to provide a 

calming, dependable presence holding every-
thing steady for the people involved throughout 
the end of life transition.

The time preceding a person’s journey to-
ward death is laden with emotion, overwhelm 
and vulnerability for everyone concerned. 

It is also a time of complex decision making 
and information overload. 

To ensure that we all have the best possible 
transition into death and that appropriate ar-
rangements proceed according to the dying 
person’s wishes is highly important. 

The End of Life Choices Planning and Infor-
mation presentation will expand your knowl-
edge of choices and services available for end 
of life care and post death arrangements. 

We will cover topics such as: the role of End 
of Life Consultants; the importance of writing a 
will and establishing end of life wishes; advanced 
care planning; medical power of attorney; plus 
pre and post death choices and arrangements. 

This important and informative session will 
run for three hours from 10 am to 1 pm Satur-
day March 27 (registration 9.45 am) at the Cow-
es Senior Citizens Hall, Lions Court, Cowes. 

The entry fee is $15 per head. 
Refreshments and an information pack (gold 

coin donation) will be provided. 
Preferred booking is online through: https://

www.trybooking.com/726736. Please contact 
Ajanta on 0430 104447 for help to book or, for 
further information. This Session is part of the 
PICAL Term One program.

End of Life Consultants Ajanta Judd (Mentor, Advocate, Counsellor and Tutor/Mentor at 
Phillip Island Community and Learning Centre (PICAL) and Heather Livingstone (Nurse 
specialising in Mental Health) pictured, will be presenting an End of Life Choices Informa-
tion and Planning Session at the Cowes Senior Citizens Club on March 27.

End of life choices 

A QUICK ROUNDUP OF NEWS, VIEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

SHORT STACK

Business mentors
Need help or advice on how to recover from 

Covid, implement business plans, improve time 
management and identify new opportunities?

The Business Recovery and Resilience Men-
toring program runs until December 2021 and 
provides fresh eyes and expert advice for small 
businesses and sole traders.

For more information, including on other small 
business initiatives ranging from online short-
course training to digital adaptation grants of 
up to $1,200, and wellbeing and mental health 
support, visit business.vic.gov.au.

Your view on social housing
The government is inviting Victorians to have 

their say on social and aff ordable housing as 
part of a 10-year strategy on safe, suitable and 
secure housing.

A discussion paper has been released to seek 
stakeholder and community feedback, and in-
form the development of the strategy, which will 
be released later this year.

Consultation is open until April 9. To down-
load the discussion paper and have your say, 
visit engage.vic.gov.au.

Super Connector Award
In recognition of her eff orts to improve re-

gional innovation and support for Gippsland 
entrepreneurs and founders, Dr. Elena Kelareva, 
GippsTech CEO, has been awarded the Super 
Connector Award, as part of the 2020 Pause 
Awards by Pause Fest. 

The award honours the signifi cant contribu-
tion that Elena has made to her many clients and 
the community. Elena has a passion for growing 

startup and tech communities in regional areas, 
and helping to create regional jobs. She has 
been the instigator and driving force behind the 
Startup Gippsland and Work My Own Way pro-
grams, to support regional founders and small 
business owners to build and grow their busi-
nesses. GippsTech, which is a social enterprise, 
investing 50 per cent of its profi ts back into the 
Gippsland community, is also home to both 
large- and small-scale innovation, technology, 
and digital projects.

 New women‘s startup fund 
Women-led startups can look forward to dedi-

cated investment support with the $10 million 
Alice Anderson Fund – named after a pioneer-
ing Victorian businesswoman and innovator – to 
open for applications in July. 

In 2019, only 20 per cent of early-stage fund-
ing went to startups led by women. To address 
this imbalance, the Victorian Budget 2020/21 
funded a new dedicated investment fund to be 
developed and led by the state’s startup agency 
LaunchVic. 

The Alice Anderson Fund will operate over 
three years as a sidecar investment fund com-
mitting between $50,000 and $300,000 into 
between 40 and 60 startups led by women. 

Eligibility criteria will follow two pathways. Ei-
ther the startup is 50 per cent owned by at least 
one woman, prior to any investment, or there is 
a 30 per cent ownership stake by women, includ-
ing one woman in an executive role – such as 
chief executive offi  cer or chief technology offi  cer. 

Applications for the Alice Anderson Fund open 
on 1 July 2021. To learn more about the fund and 
apply, visit launchvic.org/general/angel-sidecar. 
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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we live, work and learn, the We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we live, work and learn, the 
Bunurong people. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and future.Bunurong people. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and future.

Say ”I DO”I DO” “
 on your own private island and create 
some unforgettable memories

Sweeping ocean views I Picturesque gardens
Stunning photo locations

Your personal Events Manager will look 
after every detail 

Celebratory drinks I 3 Course sit-down meals
Intimate dinners I Lawn marquees

Choose Churchill Island for your next event
Weddings I Corporate events

Concerts I Festivals

www.penguins.org.au/events
events@penguins.org.au

CELEBRATE AT

CHURCHILL 
ISLAND 

From the Phillip Island Nature Parks

Bells have tolled, knots have been tied, and 
vows exchanged by several loving and happy 
couples over the last few months as celebra-
tions and events are once again on the cards 
at Phillip Island Nature Parks.

Melissa and Jose started the ball rolling 
with an intimate ‘elopement’ ceremony, cel-
ebrated with family in the Nobbies function 
centre. 

The stunning sea views on offer in the up-
stairs function space were only surpassed by 
the beautiful and sophisticated room styl-
ing by Kristie Cameron from Over the Top 
Events. 

Photo opportunities abounded as Melissa 
and Jose headed out to the clifftop board-
walks, where photographer Claire Davie 
from Gumnut Photography worked her mag-
ic, with the Nobbies rock formation and Bass 
Strait providing a spectacular backdrop for 
some lasting memories. 

In contrast the grounds of Churchill Island 
saw two beautiful ceremonies proceed, each 
with their own unique flavour and backstory.

Wonthaggi couple Tamara and Paul had 
made four previous attempts to get married 
during 2020, but each time they were foiled by 
Covid restrictions on travel or gatherings. 

They were finally able to celebrate their love 
and commitment to each other in early Febru-
ary, at a beautiful ceremony on the manicured 
lawns outside the historic Rogers’ cottage.

The most recent celebration saw Rachael 
and Tom tie the knot on Churchill Island in 
early February, and even a spot of rain didn’t 
dampen their enthusiasm or their love.

Tom felt very much at home at Churchill 
Island.

“Everything was beyond our expectations, 
and we couldn’t have asked for a more perfect 
day. The venue was beautiful, and very “us”, 
with little touches of nature, and a spectacu-
lar view of the bay,” Tom said.

“The whole Nature Parks team went above 
and beyond. Nothing was too much effort, 
and the little touches the staff provided made 
the day so special. We cannot recommend 
Churchill Island more highly, we loved every 
single moment.”

Melissa Cashman started working at the 
Nature Parks as Events Co-ordinator last 

year, and has brought with her many years 
of experience managing all types of events, 
from corporate functions and conferences 
to music events and weddings both big and 
small.

“Since starting with the Nature Parks, we’ve 
been able to put together the very successful 
and well-attended Sunday Summer Sessions 
on Churchill Island, a series of small confer-
ences at the Penguin Parade visitor centre, 
and my personal favourites – the weddings,” 
said Melissa.

“It’s been an absolute privilege to be in-
volved in three such beautiful and yet dis-
tinctly different celebrations of love over the 
last two months. 

“Each couple brought their own personali-
ties and styles to their ceremonies, and we 

were so delighted that we could deliver on 
their visions.” 

A range of packages
Melissa has developed a range of wedding 

packages to suit all occasions and styles, 
from celebratory drinks to a 3 course sit-
down meal. 

“Churchill Island offers so many different 
opportunities and settings for couples. There 
are sweeping bay views, picturesque heritage 
gardens, sculpturally inspired ancient moo-
nah trees, and gorgeous historic buildings.

“We can host an intimate dinner, or for 
larger groups, set up a marquee on the lawn 
overlooking the water. The opportunities are 
virtually endless.

“Why wouldn’t you want to say, ‘I do’ to 

your loved one right here, on your own pri-
vate island for the day?”

Melissa personally manages each wed-
ding, function or conference right across 
the Nature Parks locations, which includes 
some great facilities at the new Penguin Pa-
rade visitor centre, the Nobbies and of course 
Churchill Island.

“Churchill Island especially is incredibly 
versatile, and is the perfect location for inti-
mate weddings, corporate groups and even 
large music concerts, so be sure to contact me 
with any enquiries for whatever your func-
tion, big or small.”

Melissa can be contacted at events@pen-
guins.org.au and more information is avail-
able at www.penguins.org.au/events
/ Sponsored Article /

Lifelong adventures start at the Nature Parks

The cliff boardwalk at the Nobbies made for a stunning wedding location for this couple. 
Picturesque Churchill Island is proving to be 
a popular wedding venue location.
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This month, forty years ago, Phillip Island was part of 
an incredible photographic experiment.

A Day in the Life of Australia captured life as it was on 
March 6, 1981.

The brainchild of American photographer Rick Smolan, 
the project saw 110 photographers from across the world, 
including 41 from Australia, spread out across the coun-
try, capturing the Australia way of life in a 24-hour period.

One of those was Julie Millowick, a young photogra-
pher working in Melbourne.

Recommended by John Cato, a legendary Australian 
photographer who had lectured her in college, Julie 
was assigned to cover Rosebud, the general area up to 
Frankston and across to Phillip Island.

About four years into her freelancing career, Julie said 
the chance to be involved in the ground-breaking pro-
gram was exciting, and a little daunting.

“I grew up in South Australia and had never been to 
Rosebud or the island,” she admitted.

“I drove to Phillip Island about two days before to check 
out the locations, working out where I should go and 
where the potential was.”

The team from A Day in the Life organised for her to 
stay in a caravan park at Rosebud and provided a car and 
rolls of film.

After that, Julie was on her own.
“I literally walked around talking to people,” she said.
“I explained the project and said, I’m wondering if I 

could take your photograph. I think the fact that I was a 
lone agent, and just walked in and approached people in 
a low-key way, there was no adverse reaction.

“People were fantastic and revisiting those photos now, 
40 years on, it just brings back positive memories.

“People got into the mood of it.”
Visiting Phillip Island, she was struck by the number of 

partially built homes there were.
“People were living in them or in nearby caravans while 

building.
“It was really noticeable at the time. There were these 

owner-builders all over the place. I knew it was some-
thing I should document.

“I was really lucky for lots of reasons. I photographed 
ordinary, everyday life.

“It’s really interesting to see what people were like 40 
years later and there’s stuff that really sticks out.

“Like the amount of cigarette advertising outside milk 
bars, or kids on BMX bikes.”

She said in one shot, there’s a man in the background 
carrying four glass milk bottles in a special carrier, “obvi-
ously going to get refills”.

“All the shopping was in big brown paper bags. There’s 
not a plastic bag in sight.

“It’s all ordinary, everyday situations. Two people eating 
pies with sauce, another guy filling up the car with petrol.

“It’s simple stuff, but they still talk to me.”
Some of the photos on Phillip Island are Julie’s favou-

rites from the day, but at the time, she had no idea if any 
of the photos would make it into the book.

In this digital age, it’s hard to imagine taking photos 
for 24-hours, without ever being sure exactly what you’d 
captured.

On top of that, she didn’t get to process or edit the pho-
tos before submitting them.

At the end of the 24-hours, Julie had to return to base, 
and hand over all her film and her notebooks.

“They took it all off for processing, then we went on 
with our lives,” Julie said.

“When the book came out in October, I flipped through 
it madly. I hadn’t seen anything. I didn’t know if the pho-
tos had worked.

“I was thrilled to see a two-page spread, plus another 
small photo included.”

About two months later, a box arrived in the post con-
taining all Julie’s negatives and colour transparencies 
from the shoot.

“That was the first time I saw the photos.”

Revisited
Revisiting the photos more recently, Julie enlisted the 

help of Christine Graydon and the Phillip Island Histori-
cal Society to identify people featured in the island shots.

“Christine was absolutely brilliant. She tracked down 
the details of the young male surfers, one of them also 
eating a pie as he sits on the rear bumper of his VW.

“She also identified the couple of owner builders as Do-
ris and Jason Monet. Doris is pregnant with her daughter 
Louise in the photo.”

When it was released, A Day in the Life of Australia 
was a smash hit, selling 250,000 copies.

The book is currently out of print and can only be found 
in second-hand book shops or online, with pre-loved cop-
ies on ebay priced over $200.

Seven of the images she took on that day are featured 
in Julie’s most current exhibition “Eye to Eye” currently 
showing at the Footscray Community Arts Centre.

The project was a life-changer for organiser Rick Smo-
lan, who went on to do similar books in many countries.

“I don’t know if it was life changing, but it was a big 
boost to my confidence,” said Julie.

“I was at the beginning of my career and I was getting 
clients, but all the time you were pushing yourself and at 
the same time doubting yourself.

“It was such an honour to be asked to be part of it, such 
a thrill. It’s still a thrill.”

www.juliemillowick.com/
View her current exhibition, including seven images 

from ADILTA at: juliemillowick.com/portfolio-items/
eye-to-eye/

A day in the life 
of Phillip Island

The penguin parade experience was a little more low-key in 1981.

Filling the tank at the Grantville petrol station. Julie said she noticed 
this location when she drove down a few days earlier. “The petrol station 
at Grantville with a tin shed in the background … that sticks out a mile 
to photographers”.

Doris Monet, a piano teacher at Sunderland Bay, was pregnant with 
her daughter Louise. She lived on Phillip Island with her husband, Jason 
Monet a famous sculptor.

A motorcyclist relaxing at the beach, March 6, 1981.

Photographer Julie Millowick said she has not been able to identify the woman from Summerlands walking 
to the beach.

When the Phillip Island 
Historical Society posted this 
shot on its Facebook page, it 
helped identify these young 
surfers – Mark Christopher, 
Frank Berra and David Lus-
combe at the Surf Beach store. 
Committee member Anne Da-
vie’s daughter Elizabeth said: 
“The one eating the pie is my 
husband, Mark Christopher 
and that’s his VW Beetle.”
Claire Davie also helped out. 
“My grandpa Bob Davie said 
this is definitely the Surf 
Beach store, and that his 
father and brother built it. 
He also said this was the first 
ever coin slot operated self-
serve petrol bowser on Phillip 
Island.”
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www.pih.com.au
Scenic flights everyday

From only
$90 pp

www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org
  NationalVietnamVetsMuseum

 @nvvmuseum @nvvmuseum

25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven 
Phillip Island (behind the helipad) 

PHONE: 03 5956 6400

EN D L ES S LY  FA S C I N AT I N G  A N D  A B S O R B I N G

NUI DAT CAFÉ FOR GREAT COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS   -   OPEN DAILY FROM 10AM - 5PM

NATIONAL VIETNAM 
VETERANS MUSEUM

P H I L L I P  I S L A N D

HOLOGRAPHIC 
LIGHT & SOUND 

SHOW

AUDIO VISUAL 
INTERACTIVE 

DEVICES

AIRCRAFT, 
HELICOPTERS & 

CENTURION TANK 

VEHICLES, 
IMAGES & 
DIORAMAS

THE delightful waterfront en-
clave of Newhaven just over the 
Phillip Island bridge is a favourite 
spot for fi shermen and sailors and 
a perfect spot to get away from it 
all.

Explore the small but eclectic 
range of shops and services, in-
cluding surf shops, galleries and 
health studios, relax in the park 
or drop into a café or restaurant. 

Stroll along the waterfront, or if 
you’re keen to explore the waters 
of Western Port, Newhaven has 
a public boat ramp and a yacht 
squadron.

A little further up the road, im-
merse yourself in history at the 
National Vietnam Veterans Muse-
um or get a birds-eye view when 
you book a scenic helicopter fl ight 
over the island.

THE delightful waterfront en- Stroll along the waterfront, or if 

Newhaven – a quiet escape

Photo by Sally Kirsch

Photo by Michelle Diggins

Photo by Phillip Island Helicpters

Photo by Michelle Diggins

Photo by Gary Parnell
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International Women's Day
 #IWD2021  #ChooseToChallenge

This year’s International Wom-
en’s Day generated a big boost to 
help the Women for Change initia-
tive to improve the lives of women 
and girls across the Bass Coast.

More than $5000 was raised over 
two separate events to grow and ex-
pand the Women for Change fund, 
to support local women to be the 
best they can be.

An initiative of the Bass Coast 
Community Foundation, Chairper-
son Carol Blair said the appeal at 
the two events during International 
Women’s Day surpassed the Foun-

dation’s expectations.
“We are so grateful to everyone 

who donated at these events – your 
support will make a big difference 
in making our grants programs 
even bigger and better next year.”

A concert held in perfect weather 
on March 7 at Archie’s Creek fea-
tured renowned musician Rebecca 
Barnard and resulted in approxi-
mately $2500 in donations. 

Attendees at a breakfast event on 
March 9 hosted by Bass Coast Shire 
Council, Bass Coast Health, Phillip 
Island Nature Parks and Western-

port Water raised a similar amount.
“Recent data shows us that wom-

en in Bass Coast are much more 
likely to be on lower individual in-
comes and living in fi nancial stress 
– we want to put the spotlight on this 
issue through practical initiatives to 
address this,” Carol said.

“Our work is just getting started 
but we are humbled by the willing-
ness of local people to support those 
who need it in our own region.”

Donations for the Women for 
Change initiative can be made di-
rectly at bccf.org.au/donate/

Women for Change
Women for Change event organisers pictured at the Archies Creek function are from left  Sam Lemann (band) 
Joanne Dixon BCCF/W4C, Kirsty Mawer  Exec Offi cer BCCF/W4C, Melanie Mumford (Women for Change) 
Monique di Mattina (band), Rebecca Barnard (band) , Carol Blair  Chairman BCCF/W4C, Nina Barry- Macaulay  
and baby Florence . Photo: Snapchat Photography

Gracie and Finlay Dempsey, pictured supporting the Women for Change 
initiative. Photo: Snapchat Photography

Supporting the Archies Creek event are from left  Sharyn Hosking, 
Susan Hulme, Mary Taylor, Nici Cahill, Maria Kirwan, Caroline Coghlan 
and Deb Fry.  Photo: Snapchat Photography

Pictured at Silverwater Resort at San Remo to celebrate International Women’s Day are from left Cr Leticia Laing (Bass Coast Shire Council), 
Carol Blair (Chair Bass Coast Community Foundation), Catherine Basterfi eld (CEO Phillip Island Nature Parks) Ali Wastie (CEO Bass Coast Shire 
Council), Dr  Renee Kelsall (Chief Medical Offi cer, Bass Coat Health) Lisa Caldwell (General Manager Corporate and People, Westernport Water), 
Aunty Dr Doseena Fergie OAM.

International Womens Day at Silverwater
Guests from across the 

Bass Coast Shire enjoyed 
a luncheon together at 
the Silverwater Resort in 
San Remo last week to 
celebrate International 
Women’s Day

The event, hosted jointly 
by the Bass Coast Coun-
cil, Phillip Island Nature 
Parks, Westernport Water 
and Bass Coast Health, 
was held to raise aware-
ness around gender equal-
ity and equal participation 
in the workplace and in 
society. 

Be they social, politi-
cal, economic or cultural, 
it’s a time to celebrate the 
achievements of women, 
was the message from 
speakers on the day.

Challenge inequity, 
call out bias, break down 
the stereotypes of non-
traditional careers and 
actively encourage en-
gagement and participa-
tion of women at all lev-
els, to help forge a more 
inclusive world, was the 
strong message that came 
through.
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International Women's Day
 #IWD2021  #ChooseToChallenge

Women from across Phillip Island 
and San Remo gathered together 
at the Phillip Island Winery last 
week, to celebrate International 
Women’s Day, and help raise funds 
for a good cause at the same time, 
with the White Ribbon organisa-
tion benefi � ing.

Pictured are Susie Ellis, Kate Berryman and Leanne Grisold, at the Phillip Island Winery event.

Jenny Cook, Karin Rodger, Jan Klain, Trish Rutter, Lyn Steele and Karen Otto .

Enjoying a day out together and supporting a good cause are. Back from left Trish Cerini, 
Myra Wood, Nancie Robinson and Mary Ueckerman. Front row from left are Anita Silva, 
Margaret Fairweather, Rosemary Brown and Faye Courtney.

Karen Timoshenko, Lisa Cooper, Judy Glover and Delyse Graham, at the PI Winery for 
International Women’s Day.

Picture are (front) Kaylene Fusinato, Lisa Barbar and Kellie Nichols; and (back) Carly 
O’Brien, Lisa-Anne Prendergast, marking International Women’s Day. Melissa Cashman, Rachael Duggan, Lynelle Patch and Jules Morris.

Margie van der Zalm, Bella Kelly, Kristin Kelly, Delia Cave, Tammy Humphry, Maree McKi-
ernen and Lauren Cave at the Phillip Island Winery last week.
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Melaleuca Lodge Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES (off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday
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Melaleuca Lodge Secondhand Book Sale

(off Settlement Road)

Open 10-12 every Saturday
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The Bass Coast Writers 
group is releasing their latest 
anthology at a launch event to 
take place on Monday March 
22nd at the Community Hub in 
Inverloch.

The Bass Coast Writers 
group was founded in 2003 and 
ever since has been publishing 
a yearly anthology of  work. 

The group meets weekly 
throughout the year and write 
to a topic; and they are then 
free to share their work with 
the group and discuss it. 

At the end of the year the 
writings are compiled into an 
anthology.

This year’s anthology, is enti-
tled ‘Waves of Inspiration’, and 
encompasses works from 2019 
and 2020.

Due to covid the group was 
not able to publish last year.

However they did not miss a 
weekly meeting, making use of 
online platforms to keep going 
during lockdown. 

The 2019/2020 anthology is 
dedicated to Ian Fell who was 

a talented painter and writer 
and sadly passed away before 
this anthology was able to be 
published. 

The book opens and closes 
with his story.

The launch event promises to 
be a great night.

Bass Coast Shire Council 
Mayor Cr Brett Tessari will 
open the evening and guest 
readings from  ladies from the 
Inverloch library will feature.

‘Waves of Inspiration’ com-
piles the works of twelve writ-
ers from the group, and will 
be available for purchase from 
Turn the Page in Cowes, Arts 
Space in Wonthaggi, News Ex-
press in Inverloch and Nextra 
in Leongatha. 

The Bass Coast Writers meet 
on Thursdays from 1-3 pm 
at the Inverloch Community 
House. 

If anyone would like more in-
formation on the event or about 
the Bass Coast Writers you can 
contact Gayle Marien on gay-
leb@ozemail.com.au 

THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news

96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
phone: 03 5671 2470

Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

Wonthaggi
Arts Centre

Mar 19 - Mar 21
CINEMA

• You can purchase tickets at our Box 
oce or online

• Please view our COVID Safe guidelines 
on our website

wonthaggiartscentre.com

March 19 - 21
On Sale Now!

Pain & Glory [MA15+]

Corpus Christi [MA15+]

The Translators [M] Another Round [M]

The Painter and the 
Thief [M]

The Tru�e Hunters [M]

Pinocchio [M]
Fri 19        7:00pm Sat 20        10:30am

Sat 20         1:00pm

Minari [PG]
Sat 20            7:00pm Sun 21            11:30am

Sun 21            2:30pm Sun 21            5:00pm

Sat 20        4:00pm

COMING SOON

Easter School 
Holidays

April 3 - 15

Bass Coast Writers anthology launch

Bass Coast Writer’s member Gayle Marien is excited about the coming 
launch of the group’s 2021 anthology “Waves of Inspiration.”

The Phillip Island Scout Group has been working on a project to remove the invasive weed 
Sea Spurge from the coastline near the Ventnor Beach Rd beach, and took part in a beach 
clean up there as a Clean Up Australia event. The good news was that just six bags of rub-
bish were collected this year, compared to 18 in 2020. Which is very good news for the beach!

Over the last 12 months, the Phillip Island 
Scout Group has been working with a Nature 
Parks Ranger and scout dad Pete Cleary, and 
Bass Coast Shire Council, with support also 
from Phillip Island Landcare Group, to re-
move the invasive weed Sea Spurge from the 
coastline near the Ventnor Beach Rd beach.

The Scout group has focussed on this proj-
ect for our Clean Up Australia Day events. 

The Scout group is focussing on six special 
interest areas in the new Scouting program, 
including  Creating a Better World, and En-
vironment.

This means not only caring for our world, 
but actively improving it through taking ac-
tion on community-based projects, whilst 
also contributing to the United Nation’s Sus-
tainable Development Goals, including Goal 
23 to combat climate change. 

This means thinking globally while acting 
locally, something Scouting does exception-
ally well!

The group’s most recent Sea Spurge work-
ing bee in early March involved Cubs, Scouts, 
Venturers, Leaders and parents working on 
different sections of the beach, all with QR 
code electronic recording of attendees due to 
COVID-19 of course! 

While 18 bags of rubbish were collected last 
year, only six were this time.

The group didn’t get anywhere near the 18 
bags collected last year, no doubt because of 
fewer visitors because of the Covid lockdown.

There were just 6 bags this time.
But that’s very good news for our beaches! 

Our Scout group remarked.

Clean Up Australia Day 
removal of Sea Spurge

Members of the Macleod Secondary College Big Band gave a won-
derful impromptu performance last week, much enjoyed by passers 
by who happened to be in the right place at the right time on Thurs-
day afternoon. 

The students, who ranged in age from Year 7 to Year 12, were enjoy-
ing a three day tour on Phillip Island, after having most of their plans 
and presentations dashed in 2020 because of Covid.

“Last year was tough for them,” their music teacher said.
“Performance opportunities fell through, so it is great to be able to 

go on tour this year.”
The Big Band and entourage were staying at the Big Wave Back-

packers hostel in Newhaven, so what better place to set up a gig than 
on the Big Wave itself, with passing traffi c enjoying the unusual sight 
and sounds.

The students gave performances at a number of local primary 
schools during their visit, as well as fi tting in visits to local attrac-
tions including the Phillip Island Circuit Go Karts, Penguin Parade 
and A Maze N things.

Seven time Supercars winner Jamie Whinchup, 37, the all-time 
record holder for Supercars Championship race wins, with 122 ca-
reer victories — enjoyed dinner at Beach Headquarters on Friday 
night, in the lead up to the Shannons Motor Sport Championships 
held at the Circuit over the weekend.
Beach HQ staff members Filipe Masilasila and Zac Lewis were 
delighted to welcome the famous racing driver to the restaurant.
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D I R E C T O R Y

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

C O M M U N I T Y

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

M A R K E T S

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  
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F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   

New team 
New Stockdale

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Sri Lankan Specialty Curries

Takeaway
O P E N  M O S T  DAY S

P H O N E :  0476 302 477

ISLAND EATS

Monday to Friday 10.30 to 2.30. 5956 7249BREAKFAST
• Raisin toast $4.0 with jam $4.5 

• Bacon & egg sandwich  $6.0

• Bacon & egg roll  $7.0 

• Brekkie burger  $8.0 
 bacon, egg, cheese, 
 hash brown & sauce 

• Breakfast wrap  $9.5
 bacon, scrambled eggs, 
 hash brown,cheese,spinach,
 tomato & sauce

• Veggie wrap  $9.0
 scrambled eggs, hash brown,
 cheese, tomato, spinach,
 mushrooms & sauce

CROISSANTS
• Jam $4.0
• Cheese $5.0 
• Cheese & tomato $5.3
• Ham & cheese $6.5
• Ham, cheese & tomato $6.8
• Ham, cheese, tomato & onion $7.0
• Chicken & cheese $6.5
• Chicken, cheese & pineapple $7.5

TOASTIES
• Cheese $4.5
• Cheeses & tomato $4.8
• Ham & cheese $6.0
• Ham, cheese & tomato $6.3
• Chicken & cheese $6.0
• Chicken, cheese, pineapple & onion $7.3
• Salami, cheese, pineapple & capsicum $7.5

SMOOTHIES
Choose from the following 
or create your own  All $7.5
• Banana • Blueberry 
• Strawberry • Raspberry
• Mango • Passionfruit
• Mango, Banana & Passionfruit
• Banana & Mixed Berries
• Banana & Strawberry

JUICES
Medium $7.0   Large $8.0
• Beetroot, Carrot, Apple, Pineapple, 
 Celery & Ginger 

• Apple Pineapple & Watermelon
• Cantelope, Watermelon & Orange

• Celery, Carrot, Beetroot, Apple & Ginger
• Celery, Carrot, Beetroot & Orange

A
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ABOUT OUR DAILY SPECIALS

BR
EA

KFA
ST FROM 6AM

COFFEE
Small $4.0  Medium $4.5  Large $5.0

• Cappucino • Latte • Short Black

• Long Black • Macchiato • Mocha 

• Hot Chocolate

• Iced Coffe $7.5

• Iced Chocolate $7.5

TEA
All $3.5

• English Breakfast • Cammomile • Green
• Peppermint • Earl Grey 

PHONE ORDERS 03 5952 5065
1 1 7 - 1 3 3  T H O M P S O N  A V E ,  C O W E S

ISLAND EATS Add an extra 

• Honey 50¢ 
• Soy Milk 50¢ 
• Protein Powder $2.0

MILKSHAKES
Small $6.0  Large $6.5  Malt extra 50¢

• Chocolate • Caramel • Strawberry

• Banana • Lime • Blue Heaven

Delivering to the whole island including  
San Remo, min orders $15, phone orders  
$2 delivery fee, menulog $5 delivery fee.

F O O D  &  D R I N K

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

List your business here for only

$17.50 per week
ads@pisra.com.au

F O O D  &  D R I N K

Support the businesses at the Ê of our community

Embroidery
for gifts or workwear

www.allmakeclothing.com.au

Workwear – HiVis 
Work boots – Casual wear
Kid’s workwear & work boots – Towel sets

 Golf towels – Hospitality – Chef wear

2/69 Chapel St, Cowes
5951 9941

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

The Phillip Island Specialists.

We are currently experiencing high demand  
for both sales and rental properties across Phillip Island.

Call today to arrange your free market appraisal.

52-54 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

After four failed attempts to see 
her father, Peter, during the may-
hem of 2020, Lisa fi nally got to see 
her dad last week: “I was so desper-
ate for a hug.”

Lisa McLure, from Smiths Beach, 
entertained us through lockdown 
with a weekly column on how her 
family - husband Tim, and two kids 
Angus, and Evie - coped in 2020.

Now she is back by popular de-
mand.

Last week Lisa wrote that she was 
nervously counting down the days 
to see her father in Newcastle, after 
four failed attempts during Covid 
lockdown.

So did she manage to get there 
without a hitch?

“It was so weird that I just couldn’t 
get excited about going home and 
seeing dad. I was scared something 
would happen.

Every other time last year we’d 
made plans there was a build of ex-
citement and then they would come 
crashing down.

Even driving from the airport to 
dad’s house last week I was think-
ing what if I have an accident or a 
meteor crashes to earth.

It was only when I pulled in to his 
driveway I thought ‘I’m here, I’m 
here’ and I grabbed dad and hugged 
and hugged and hugged him. Then I 
hugged my step mum and then again 
went back to dad and hugged him.

All the stress and anticipation just 
melted away.

I hadn’t realised what a stress 
it had become, even just thinking 
throughout last year, please don’t 
let anything happen to them before 
I can see them again.

It felt like a piece had been miss-
ing and I hadn’t had that kind of 
feeling since mum died as a kid.

Other people I know who had 
plans crumble in 2020 – like wed-
dings – also felt the same thing, 
too worried to get excited until the 
event was actually happening.

So once I got there I fi nally un-
clenched and just breathed. I was 
there and could relax and enjoy it. 

It was wonderful.
We didn’t plan a lot but it was just 

about being there.
My brother and sister were there 

also without their partners so it was 
like we were kids again. We put the 
mattresses on the fl oor and had a 
movie night and my parents couldn’t 
wipe the smile off their faces.

We had coffee in the morning, 
beer in the afternoon.

I saw my girlfriend for the fi rst 
time in two years and talked and 
drank. I think I needed a liver trans-
plant after that catch up.

There were not enough hours 
to get all the words out with her. I 
needed a million hours to catch up.

I only went for four days but I 
would have gone up for one night, 
just to see them and get a hug. I was 
so desperate for a hug.

After four days, I started to miss 
the kids and Tim. Now we’ve also 
planned to go up in April again to 
Newcastle. 

My brother is moving to the USA 
at the end of May to live with his fi -

ancé and become a real estate agent. 
I think he’s bonkers. It’s America. I 
can’t see we’ll visit him any time in 
the next two years until the world 
has sorted itself out.

Being at the airport and on a 
plane was a bit weird.

The carpark was empty so that 
was eery.

Everyone wore masks and they 
changed the safety message on 
board to say remove your mask be-
fore attaching the oxygen.

But apart from that it was busi-
ness as usual.

Even at the baggage carousel ev-
eryone was jammed in, no social 
distancing.

It’s strange that something that 
should seem so natural seemed so 
foreign.

I felt so happy the airline staff had 
their jobs.

Coming back to the island felt like 
home.

It’s such a special, magical, beau-
tiful place here and sometimes you 
don’t realise that until you leave.”
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WHAT A FIND!

VACANT LANDTAKE A STEP BACK IN TIME!!

www.phillipislandfn.com.au OPEN 7 DAYS    
60 Thompson Ave, Cowes  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

For sale $829,000
Kenwyn Court, Cowes
The perfect family home, three bed-
room, two bathroom, office, double 
garage, double carport, room for boat/
caravan, split system, wood fire and 
lovely outdoor entertaining areas. 
Nothing left to do - low maintenance.  
Walk to the beach and the shops! 
Inspection a must – won’t last long! 
Call Kendall
0410 595 130 / 5952 3922

For sale $365,000
34 Hastings Street, Rhyll
• Vacant land 
• Quiet location
• Build your dream home 
Inspections are by appointment only.

For sale $500,000 - $550,000
27 Alvina Crescent, Surf Beach
Take a step back in time!!
The perfect project awaits, nestled in this quiet 
pocket of Surf Beach. With excellent access to 
one of the best beaches on Phillip Island. Let all 
the stress wash away while you enjoy this pris-
tine location. Let the creative juices run wild as 
this could be the perfect holiday home project.

PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED
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Coronavirus has claimed anoth-
er economic scalp with the closure 
of a popular Cowes restaurant.

Citrus and Vine owner Sarah 
Pederson last week announced 
they would close the doors of their 
family restaurant on the Phillip 
Island Road this Saturday (March 
20) 

“It is with great sadness and 
heavy hearts that we have not been 
able to recover from the Covid-19 
lockdowns. We have had to make 
the tough decision to close, and we 
are going to miss you all so much,” 
said Sarah, speaking for her hus-
band Cam, as well as staff.

“With our rental increase, a third 
lockdown, loss of wedding func-
tions and other parties on top of 
family health issues, it’s time to put 
life into perspective and decrease 
our stress. 

“If Covid has taught us anything, 
it’s family and health comes first.”

The closure follows last year’s 
news that Fork n Waffle’s owners 
would step away, replaced by new 
management, while other restau-
rants such as Cheeky Goose’s Rob-
ert van den Brink reported losing 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in revenue.

News of the closure received an 
outpouring of sadness and support 
from about 100 customers on Face-
book.

Julie Johnston commented Cit-
rus and Vine was a “wonderful 
asset to Phillip Island, adding it’s 
“so tough running a business in a 
seasonal town”.

Lynda Alcock wrote it was a 
“shame” and “Phillip Island’s 
loss”.

“It’s so hard for small businesses 
to survive due to Covid. You are 
so right to put family and health 
first,” Lynda said.

Ant Bast wrote: “As a fellow 
business owner I understand the 
gravity of this decision but I must 
say I really respect and admire 

the tough decision you have had 
to make”.

The restaurant will be open 
this Thursday and Friday nights 
(March 18th and 19th) with lim-
ited bookings available on their 
final night at $45 per head includ-
ing food, live music and a cocktail 
shot on arrival.

No relief
Last April Sarah told the Adver-

tiser they were digging into sav-
ings and adding debt to pay bills, 
only “keeping our heads above 
water” with takeaway meals.

Since closing in March 2020, 
they had let go their five casual 

staff, but were keeping on their 
chef thanks to JobKeeper.

At the time Sarah said because 
her restaurant – on the Phillip Is-
land Road - had only opened in 
February 2019, she did not have fi-
nancial security to buffer against 
the impacts of the closure.

“We’re not making a profit be-
cause we’ve only been open a year 
and now we have a lot of debt. 
We’re making no income but have 
to keep paying bills. It’s hellish.

“If we owe other small business-
es money it’s not fair we don’t pay 
them.

“Because of the fires, we had a 
poor summer and no Easter with 

the virus, and I don’t know how 
bad winter is going to be or when 
this will end. We’re looking at 
starting takeaway deliveries but 
that will be another wage.”

Worst of all, Sarah said their 
landlord was offering no rent re-
lief, despite her continued pleas 
for empathy.

“It has been a flat no from our 
landlord and they’ve said if we 
don’t pay rent then we’ll hear from 
their solicitor,” she said, adding 
both the agent and landlord were 
not local.

“We did a $250,000 renovation 
to this building when we moved 
in, but they simply don’t care.”

San Remo residents have 
urged Bass Coast Shire coun-
cillors to reject amendments 
to an already approved $6 
million complex on Marine 
Parade, arguing it creates a 
“dangerous precedent”.

Five objections have now 
been lodged with the shire to 
the amendment for 131-133 
Marine Parade, which seeks 
approval to add a fifth storey, 
151m2 “penthouse” comprised 
of a living room and deck area 
on the roof of the building, as 
well as a basement for storage 
and car stacker pits.

One objector described the 
amendment as “a blight on the 
aesthetics of the foreshore”.

“Allowing these changes to 
proceed will set a very dan-
gerous precedent for future 
developments in San Remo,” 
the objector wrote.

“I understand that future de-
velopment is vital for regional 
employment and prosperity 
however this application for 

amendment is a step too far.”
Another submitter agreed.
“The proposed additional 

development creates a fifth 
level in further breach of the 
three-storey limit on Marine 
Parade with a maximum 
height of 10.5 metres,” the sub-
mitter wrote.

“Increasing the height limit 
in contravention of the plan-
ning guideline sets a prece-
dent for future developers who 
can argue, as this developer 
has, that as other buildings in 
Marine Parade are already in 
breach of height limits, they 
can go even higher.

“There has to be a clear 
limit set for heights which is 
adhered to and which stops 
this practice of ‘height creep’. 
Precedent is powerful.”

A further objection said the 
fifth level made “a mockery” 
of the height limit, suggesting 
the developer doesn’t “give 
a fig for local character” and 
“got away with bending the 

rules last time, so let’s see how 
much further we can bend 
them”.

Objectors said 60 per cent of 
the parking was in car stack-
ers “and only suitable for 
small sedans”.

“All parking is locked be-
hind a security door with 
remote control access with 
no public parking available,” 
they said.

“There is so much wrong 
with this ill-conceived proj-
ect that it needs to be stopped 
now and be reassessed.”

Locals battled the initial 
plans in 2019, with Bass Coast 
Shire councillors rejecting the 
proposal because of concerns 
about parking, car stackers 
and height, but with VCAT 
overturning council and ap-
proving plans last year.

The approved plans are for 
a 22-apartment complex with 
four retail shops at four-sto-
reys high, above San Remo’s 
three-storey height limit.

More anger on Marine Parade plans

Virus claims another economic casualty

“It is with great sadness and heavy hearts that we have not been able to recover from the Covid-19 lock-
downs. We have had to make the tough decision to close,” said Citrus and Vine owner Sarah Pederson.

Nature Parks has responded to pri-
vacy concerns over wildlife monitoring 
cameras dotted around the island.

Last month some residents criticised 
the use of wildlife cameras on Ventnor 
beach as “a place where cameras don’t 
belong”, particularly around children.

However, a Phillip Island Nature 
Parks spokeswoman said there was 
currently only one motion-sensor cam-
era on Ventnor beach, which was with-
in the small roped and signed Hooded 
Plover refuge. 

“It is set back on the beach and point-
ed directly at a nest. The camera has a 
very short range, it only triggers with 
movement made within about 2-4 me-
tres,” the spokeswoman said.

“Cameras can only be set up after the 
clutch is complete and egg incubation 
has started. They are removed once the 
eggs hatch.

“We started the research project now 
to capture data for the remainder of the 
2020-21 breeding season.”

Cameras will monitor up to five 
Hooded Plover nests on beaches the 
Nature Parks manages during the 
2020-2023 breeding seasons using 
cameras to “better ascertain the rea-
sons for nesting failure”. 

“This will greatly assist our efforts in 
protecting this Threatened Species and 
supporting the population that call the 
island home.”

She said they were the same sensor 
cameras used to monitor wildlife in 
other areas of Phillip Island and were 
managed in accordance with Birdlife 
Australia’s Protocols for use of remote-
sensing cameras at Hooded Plover 
nests. 

During the 2019/20 breeding season 
(September 2019 – April 2020) 19 Hood-
ed Plover breeding pairs made 41 nests 
with a total of 90 eggs. 

Of the 30 failed nesting attempts 
that contained eggs – 10 (33 per cent) 
failed due to unknown causes, with a 
further 18 (60 per cent) failures being 
best guesses based on the available 
evidence. 

Cameras for 
wildlife, not people
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CLEANING
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D A R R Y L  L E A S  C L E A N I N G
L O S E  T H E  M O P  A N D  W E ’ L L  C L E A N  T H E  S L O P

Offering all cleaning services

• Lawn
• Yard maintenance

Please call or email for a quote

 0435 015 234
 Wikdas351@icloud.com

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&

LK
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A

EARTHMOVINGEARTHMOVING

LK
51

85

611 Ventnor Road, Cowes
0418 383 881 - 5956 8615

Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

l 10m3 tippers l Bobcat
l 4 ton excavators l Post hole borers

l Driveways l Rubbish removed
l Quarry materials supplies l Blocks cleared

EXCAVATIONS
NEAL McRAE
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AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
Phillip Island

5956 9551 / 0417 141 035

• Registered building practitioners
• Worksafe approved l Fully insured

• All areas/free quotes LK
00

03
9A

A

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU22840

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

STILL OPEN

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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CONCRETER
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0402 454 742

Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,

Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS
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CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

CONCRETER
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* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

EARTHMOVING
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

BUILDER

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING
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CARPENTER

Island Carpentry
All things timber and much more.

Property  maintenance.
Concreting

0459287540Glen Aylett

glen aylett.ga@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

• Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
• Commercial - domestic - upholstery

• Rental bond specialists 
• Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING LK
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0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

BLINDS & CARPET

Carpets
Blinds

Furniture
155 Thompson Ave, Cowes

www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au
Ph: 5952 1488

CONCRETER
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CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

ELECTRICIAN

Onshore Electrical Services
• INDUSTRIAL  • COMMERCIAL  • DOMESTIC

Text or call

Jason 0409 177 871

Servicing Bass Coast for 30 Years
R.E.C. 12814

CLEANING

CAR REMOVAL

JD00562AA

BASS HWY CAR 
REMOVAL
UNWANTED CARS  

& SCRAP METAL REMOVED

FREE
7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL SHANE 

0407 599 616  
OR 5678 2002

CHIMNEY/FLUE CLEANING
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Richie Laing
Since 1987

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

CHIMNEY/FLUE CLEANING
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BASS COAST
CHIMNEY SWEEP

SPLIT SYSTEM 
CLEANING

0400 353 290
coastalchimneysweep@outlook.com

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs
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CAR REMOVAL

JD00050AA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY YOU*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED

BASS COAST RECYCLERS
5672 2946   0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834
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FENCING
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ISLAND TIMBER 
AND FENCING

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers, 

brush panels etc.
ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber 

NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

FENCING

FENCING
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Paling Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls

FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au

LAWN MOWING
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LAWN MOWING

ISLAND HOME SERVICES 
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

• Edging  • Clean Up
• Fully Insured • Plus more services

For free appraisal:
Call Russell 0400 626 961

white.rc@hotmail.com

GLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS
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GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

GLASS

LK00012AA

• Residential locksmithing & key cutting • Flyscreens
• Shower screens • Re-glazing • Security doors l Glass balustrading 

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes

sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LEWIS BETTS         A.B.N. 37 053 127 216

Glazing the Island and district

BETTSY'S

GLASS

LAWN MOWING

LK
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64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
58
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5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

Cowes 
Painting & Plastering

0431 992 027

Re-paint specialists, real estate, 
insurance work, domestic & commercial 

Free quotes/over 25 years exp. 
Competitively priced/professional 

reliable service
julianbird8@gmail.com

LAWN MOWING

LK
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637
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PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649
PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

SECURITY

Specialising in Security Doors,
Fly Wire Doors &  

Security Window Grilles
Brett@staysafesecuritydoors.com.au

www.staysafesecuritydoors.com.au

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

and appliances sales

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

PAINTER
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HANDYMAN
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FOR ALL OF YOUR PROPERTY
CARPENTRY, MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
HAYDN 0409 809 902

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monotoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au
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SEWING & ALTERATIONS

FENCING

• All aspects of timber fencing • Gates
• Demolition and removal • Residential homes

• Holiday homes • Repairs
For a free measure and quote 
Call Pat 0431 514 518
coastalfences01@gmail.com

HANDYMAN
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Call Tony....

FOR ALL HOUSEHOLD 
NEEDS
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR,
INSTALL
REASONABLE RATES

PAINTER

Internal & external.
No Job to big  
or to small.
Will provide a  
friendly service with 
reasonable prices

0410 621 189
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TREE SERVICES
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

• Tree & Stump removal
• Pruning 
• Chipping

Fully insured

TREE CARE NOW

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANINGWINDOW CLEANING

JD
57
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ventnor property
maintenance
free quotes, no job to small

tim waterton
lawn mowing, rubbish removal, cleanups, 
windows cleaned, all general odd jobs.
M: 0491 141 580
E: twaterton3@hotmail.com

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

Business Guide Business Guide
LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services

ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business 
Guide

CONTACT JANE ON 
5952 3201 OR EMAIL 
ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

Residents at San Remo’s Griffith Point 
Lodge, which is run by Bass Coast Health, 
were vaccinated last Thursday, as part of 
the ‘Phase 1A rollout to community mem-
bers deemed most at risk to exposure of CO-
VID-19.

A team of 17 health professionals were in-
volved in the vaccination process with Kirrak 
House in Wonthaggi being vaccinated on the 
same day.

Some Griffiths Point Lodge staff members 
were also vaccinated

“This is terrific news for residents and staff, 
and offers some relief after twelve months of 
managing the COVID-19 risk on a daily ba-
sis”,  Louise Sparkes, Acting CEO Bass Coast 
Health, said last Thursday, after the vaccina-
tions were carried out.

Residents Betty Finnen and Rhonda 
Schubert also said that they were very pleased 
to have been offered protection against Covid 
19.

The vaccine was delivered by the Gippsland 
Region Public Health Unit, and is the first of 
two doses required.

The second will be delivered in three weeks.
Bass Coast Health nursing staff were on 

hand to assist residents and to monitor their

response to the vaccine.
Joel Sanchez, the new Nurse Unit Manager 

at Griffiths Point Lodge, said the vaccination 
process had gone very smoothly, and resi-
dents had been monitored afterwards, with 
no-one experiencing any ill effects.

Ms Sparkes said that there is significant de-
mand for COVID-19 vaccines to help end the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and this means initial 
doses available must be allocated to priority 
groups at greatest risk of COVID-19 infection 
and serious illness. 

Locally, Bass Coast Health’s frontline staff 
working in Residential Care, Emergency, Ur-
gent Care are a priority.

Testing and suspected COVID wards are 
next in line to be offered the vaccine.

Bass Coast Health is working with the 
Gippsland Region Public Health Unit to de-
termine when and how the roll out of vaccines 
will happen beyond Phase 1A.

Residents of Banfields, Grossard Court and 
Melaleuca Lodge nursing homes, which are 
privately operated, were vaccinated a fort-
night ago. 

The COVID-19 Vaccines National Rollout 
Strategy details the phases in which vaccines

will be available. 

Griffith Lodge residents Rhonda Shubert (front right) and Betty Finnen are pictured after 
receiving their Covid 19 vaccination shots last Thursday. The ladies, pictured with Paula 
Bradley (left) who also got the jab, and Joel Sanchez, suffered no ill effects.
Paula is the Operational Director for residential, sub acute and acute care at Griffiths Point 
Lodge. Joel, who started in the position two weeks ago, is the new Nurse Unit Manager there.  

COVID-19 vaccine 
for Lodge residents

The  Australian Technical Ad-
visory Group on Immunisation 
(ATAGI) has advised the Austra-
lian Government on which groups 
should be prioritised for the first 
doses of the  COVID-19 vaccina-
tion in Australia. 

This advice is consistent with 
guidance from the World Health 
Organization (WHO).

Phase 1
Quarantine, border and front 

line health care workers 
Frontline health care worker 

sub-groups for prioritisation:
• frontline staff in facilities or ser-
vices such as hospital emergency 
departments,COVID-19 and re-
spiratory wards, Intensive Care 
Units and High-dependency Units
• laboratory staff handling poten-
tially infectious material
• ambulance and paramedics ser-
vice
• GP respiratory clinics
• COVID-19 testing facilities

(All other healthcare workers 
are included in Phase 1b, includ-
ing medical and tertiary students 
with placements in these health-
care settings)

Phase 1A
• Aged care and disability care 
staff
• nursing and personal care staff
• allied health professionals who 
routinely provide care kitchen, 
cleaning, laundry, garden and of-
fice staff
• Aged care and disability care 
residents

Phase 1B
• Elderly residents aged 80 years 
and over
• Elderly adults aged 70-79 years
• Other health care workers
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
lander adults
• Other health care workers
• Begin vaccinating Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander adults

Phase 1b (continued)
People will need to provide 

proof of these conditions to dem-
onstrate their eligibility for vac-
cination via My health record, a 
health professional referral if re-
quired, or a declaration form.

 
• Adults with a disability who 
have a specified underlying medi-
cal condition
• Critical and high risk workers 
including defence, police, fire, 
emergency services and meat 
processing
  • Workers will need to provide 
proof of occupation to demon-
strate their eligibility.
• Critical and high risk workers 
including defence, police, fire, 
emergency services and meat 
processing
  (Workers will need to provide 
proof of occupation to demon-
strate their eligibility).

Phase 2a 

Adults aged 60-69 years
Adults aged 50-59 years
 Other critical and high risk work-
ers

Phase 2b 
Balance of adult population
 
More information is available 

on ATAGI’s advice to Government 
on priority population groups for 
COVID-19 vaccination. These 
groups may change as more infor-
mation becomes available.

ATAGI is regularly reviewing 
data and evidence for vaccines.  It 
may update its advice to govern-
ment as new information becomes 
available.

 Balance of adult population
Catch up any unvaccinated Aus-

tralians from previous phases

More information is available 
on ATAGI’s advice to Government 
on priority population groups for 
COVID-19 vaccination.

Vaccination rollout program Everyone in the community is encour-
aged to get tested for COVID-19 to help 
contain the spread of the virus, if you 
display even the mildest Covid symp-
toms.

These include: fever, chills or sweats, 
cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, 
runny nose, or loss of sense of smell or 
taste.

Everyone who is tested is required to 
self-isolate until test results are received. 
Waiting times for test results may take 
2-3 days.

Cowes:
* Phillip Island Health Hub (24 hours a 

day). Call 5951 2100. To avoid delays, the 
quickest time for testing will be before 
8am and after 8pm.

Wonthaggi Hospital Drive Thru Clinic:
* 9am – 4pm daily.
You can also book a test with Wont-

haggi Medical Group, Monday to Friday 
from 1pm – 5pm. Please book online or 
phone 0492 036 568.

People should phone their doctor or 
the Coronavirus hotline on 1800 675 398 
if their symptoms get worse.

Take the test
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BATTY: Makaela Rose 
(Missy) (Batty) 

10.8.2003 – 8.3.2021 

Loved and loving 
daughter of Jo. 

Loved sister of Isaac. 

‘I love you more in the 
whole wide world, 

goodnight.’ 

Till we meet again

LACCO, Jenny 
(nee Cook): 

05.03.2021 - 12.03.2021 

Loved and loving 
Husband to Snow. 

Most beautiful mother 
to Brett, Kelly and Jodie. 

Friend of Julie, Tim 
and Kevin. 

Cherished Grannie to 
Erin, Dylan, Ryan, Noah, 

Eliza, Hunter, Surrey 
and Astrid. 

Daughter of Mary and 
Arthur (both dec.) 

Sister to Peter (dec.), 
Billy, David and Barbara. 

Friend of Krissy 
and Cathy. 

Kinder teacher to many. 

Extraordinary role 
model and friend. 

Will be forever in 
our hearts.

LACCO, Jen (Cook): 
To my best friend 

and mate, 
Forever Snow

LACCO, Jenny 
(nee Cook): 

Death leaves a 
heartache no one 

can heal, Love leaves 
memories no one 

can steal. 

Loved mother of Brett 
and Julie and treasured 

Grannie to Erin and 
Andrew, Dylan and 

Ellie and Ryan. 

Forever loved.

LACCO, Jenny: 
Treasured memories of a 

lifetime friendship. 
Judy and Ray Dickie

LACCO, Jenny: 
Passed peacefully on 

March the 12th. 

Dearly loved and long 
time friend and work 
mate of Doris. Always 
so helpful and kind to 

everyone. 

She will be sadly missed 
by Doris and family. 

Deep in my heart your 
memory is kept never 

to forget.

LACCO, Jenny, 
(nee Cook) : 

Loving memories of our 
special family friend. 

Our love and sympathy 
are with husband Snow 
and children Brett, Kelly 

and Jodie along with 
their partners Julie, Tim 
and Kevin and adored 

grandchildren. 

Our thoughts are also 
with brothers David 

and Billy. 

Love from the Fleisner 
(Theriault and Carias) 

families.

DEATHS
BATTY: 

The Funeral Service for 
Makaela Rose Batty will 
be held at Phillip Island 

Winery, 414 Berry’s 
Beach Road, Ventnor on 
THURSDAY (March 18, 

2021) commencing 
at 3.00pm.            

A Private Cremation will 
follow. 

  

LACCO:  
The Funeral Service for 
Mrs. Jenny Lacco will be 
held at the Newhaven 

Hall, 23 Cleeland 
Street, Newhaven on 

FRIDAY (Mar. 19, 2021) 
at 2.00pm. 

A Private Cremation will 
follow. 

FUNERALS

  

WIMBLEDON HEIGHTS:

42 Ventnor Beach Road, 
Mar, Sat 20 from 

8am to 5pm. 

Tools, furniture & 
lots of different 

household items.

GARAGE SALES

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS: 

Weekly meetings Bass 
Coast Shire, Wonthaggi - 
Tuesday 8pm; AA Cowes 

Big Book meeting at 
St Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 

0417 317 470; Salvation 
Army building, McKenzie 
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.

I am with 
you, that is 

all you need. 
2COR 12:9
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Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
RepaiRs and 

RestoRations 
From timber to metal - 
small to large projects

Reasonable prices
Open Tues & Thurs 

9am to noon

Contact Terry on 
0438 808 428

M
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The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser

is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,

you may approach the
newspaper itself  

or contact the  
Council by email

info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone 

(02) 8261 1930. 
For further

information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

Members should check their 
church websites for details of 
service times and guidelines.

UNITING CHURCH:
www.cowes.unitingchurch.org.

au/minister.php

www.facebook.com/
pages/St-Johns-Uniting-

Church/828979940479969 

BAPTIST CHURCH:
www.islandbaptist.org.au/

HOPE CHURCH:  
are emailing members

www.islandhopechurch.com/

CATHOLIC CHURCH:
www.cdsale.org.au/ 

coronavirus 
www.cdsale.org.au/
prayer-and-reflection

ST PHILLIP’S ANGLICAN 
CHURCH: 

www.anglicanparishbass- 
phillipisland.org/ 

www.facebook.com/ 
stphilipscowes/

PHILLIP ISLAND SURF 
CHURCH:

www.facebook.com/pages/
category/ 

Christian-Church/Surf-Church-
Phillip-Island- 

360300548086709/ 

CHURCH 
NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Qualified carer and 
companion, lives 

on Island, has own 
transport. 

A personalised service 
for elderly citizens and 
people with disabilities 
that need casual/part 
time care weekdays 
and/or weekends. 

Available for sleepovers 
and 24/7 care if needed.  

Reliable, honest 
and kind. 

I have worked on and off 
Island for many years. 

Written and phone 
references available.  

Phone Beth 
0487 083 897

SITUATIONS 
WANTED

CLEANER/S 
Required for AirBnB in 

San Remo. May grow to 
include multiple sites (all 

in San Remo). 
10am-2pm, 2-4 x pw. 
Must have an eye for 

detail and be self-
motivated. 

Contact Nick 
0419 899 734

SITUATIONS 
VACANT

CHEF – FT, FRONT OF 
HOUSE STAFF 
(cas, 10+hrs), 

CELLAR DOOR STAFF 
(CAS, 10+HRS):

Phillip Island Winery. 
Thurs-Sun, Mainly days. 

Must be passionate 
about quality produce, 

professional & level 
headed. 

App to nick@phillipis-
landwinery.com.au

HEAD CHEF (FT), 
CHEF (FT) & FRONT 

OF HOUSE STAFF
(cas, 20+hrs):

Westernport Hotel
Mix of days, nights 

& w/ends 
App to nick@

thewesternport.com.au

REWARD
Engagement ring.
Family heirloom
(03) 5952 5449

LOST

LOST

PHILLIP ISLAND  
VIEW CLUB 

AGM LUNCHEON
Phillip Island Golf Club 

Monday, Mar 22  
at 11am

Bookings essential  
5952 3447 or  
0409 023 835

Members & visitors 
Welcome 

VIEW 
(Voice, Interest &  

Education of Women)
Proudly supporting  
The Smith Family.

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its 
journalism in accordance with 
the guidelines of the Australian 
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity
1. Ensure that factual material 
in news reports and elsewhere 
is accurate and not misleading, 
and is distinguishable from 
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or 
other adequate remedial 
action if published material 
is significantly inaccurate or 
misleading.

Fairness and balance
3. Ensure that factual material 
is presented with reasonable 
fairness and balance, and that 
writers’ expressions of opinion 
are not based on significantly 
inaccurate factual material or 
omission of key facts.
4. Ensure that where material 
refers adversely to a person, 

a fair opportunity is given for 
subsequent publication of 
a reply if that is reasonably 
necessary to address a possible 
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person’s 
reasonable expectations of 
privacy, unless doing so is 
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing 
materially to substantial 
offence, distress or prejudice, 
or a substantial risk to health 
or safety, unless doing so is 
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency
7. Avoid publishing material 
which has been gathered by 
deceptive or unfair means, 
unless doing so is sufficiently in 
the public interest.
8. Ensure that conflicts of 
interests are avoided or 
adequately disclosed, and that 
they do not influence published 
material.

NOTICE 
OF AGM

Sunday 4th. APRIL
ANZAC Room

10am for 10:30am start

PHILLIP ISLAND CEMETERY 
TRUST 
The Phillip Island Cemetery Trust is seeking 
expressions of interest from suitably qualifi ed 
members of the community who would be 
interested in becoming honorary trust members. 
Women and those from a diverse background 
are actively encouraged to seek appointment to 
ensure that the trust’s membership accurately 
refl ects the composition of the community it 
serves.
Cemetery trust members are appointed by the 
Governor in Council for a term of up to fi ve years 
and are responsible to the Minister for Health 
for the proper and effi  cient management of the 
public cemeteries under the control of the trust, 
including the provision of future cemeteries 
services and the preservation of local history. 
Being appointed to a cemetery trust provides 
successful applicants with a unique opportunity to 
develop their competencies as a board member. In 
addition, the Department of Health provides free 
governance training to all trust members.
Current and previous cemetery trust members 
may apply for reappointment as part of a 
competitive selection process.
More information about the role of cemetery trust 
members is available at: https://www2.health.vic.
gov.au/public-health/cemeteries-and-crematoria/
cemetery-trust-appointments/class-b-cemetery-
trust-appointments
To register your interest please contact 
the Phillip Island Cemetery Trust as 
follows within two weeks of the date of 
this advertisement: 
m. 0418 368 607 
The Victorian Government is committed 
to ensuring that government boards and 
committees refl ect the rich diversity of the 
Victorian community. This includes appropriate 
representation of women, people of all ages, 
Aboriginal people, people with disability, people 
from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, and lesbian, gay, bisexual, gender 
diverse and intersex people.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Cowes Primary School is currently 
looking for an enthusiastic, reliable 
and skilled person to join our team 

as Canteen Manager for a Fixed 
Term period in 2021.

For a copy of the selection criteria 
please phone: 03 5952 2132, email
cowes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

or visit the school office.
Applications close March 22 at 12pm

CANTEEN 
MANAGER 
POSITION

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

Position Vacancies
Bass Coast Health

For full position details, a position 
description and how to apply, please refer 
to the BCH website basscoasthealth.org.au 
or contact Human Resources via 
email hr@basscoasthealth.org.au
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t 5671 3333   f 5671 3300
e info@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au

Bass Coast Health is seeking applications for 
the following positions:

DENTIST
Full Time/ Part Time - Closes 22/03/21

INTEGRATED FAMILY SERVICES 
PRACTITONER
Part Time – Closes 22/03/21

ASSOCIATE NURSE UNIT MANAGER - 
KIRRAK 
Fixed Term Full Time - Closes 19/03/21

PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTS OFFICER
Fixed Term Full Time – Closes 18/03/21

INDIGENOUS TRAINEE
Fixed Term Part Time – Open Ended

REGISTERED NURSE
Casual – Open Ended

CLINICAL DIRECTOR ANAESTHETICS
Part Time – Closes 24/03/21

ORAL HEALTH THERAPIST
Fixed term Full Time – Closes 22/03/21

DENTAL THERAPIST
Full Time – Closes 26/03/21

MEDICAL SPECIALIST
Full Time/Part Time/Sessional – Open Ended

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT REGISTRAR
Full Time/ Fixed Term Full Time – Open Ended

CAREER MEDICAL OFFICER
Full Time/Part Time/ Casual – Open Ended

Bistro
Gaming/Bar Positions

The Phillip Island RSL is offering exciting 
opportunities to become a member of our fantastic 

team. The successful applicants should possess 
the appropriate and necessary qualifications or 

be willing to obtain for the above positions and be 
available to work nights and weekends.

The Phillip Island RSL is looking for self-motivated, 
enthusiastic, customer service orientated and 

positive individuals. Commencing with casual hours 
(20+) with the view to permanent part time hours for 

the right person/s. 

Quick start applicants and experience in hospitality 
is an advantage.

Training is provided. 

Please forward resumes indicating the position of 
interest to:

Operations Manager
Phillip Island RSL

P.O Box 503, Cowes 3922
info@pirsl.com.au
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  COOK/CHEF - Full-time 
(must have experience)

KITCHEN HAND/SOUS CHEF - Casual
 (must have experience)

BAR & WAIT STAFF - Casual 
(must have experience)

 Please email resume to:
sherwoods2.0@outlook.com

(previous applicants need not apply)

-HIRING- 
SHERWOODS RESTAURANT
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South Coast Taxis is seeking Drivers to join our 
busy team. The positions would suit both those 

looking to earn some extra income or those looking 
for more a regular job. The shifts are available from 
both our Cowes and Wonthaggi Depots working the 
areas of Phillip Island, Wonthaggi or Leongatha with 

a mix of days, nights and weekends available.
 

The successful applicants must enjoy people, be 
experienced drivers and hold an appropriate 

Drivers license. The Taxi Driver Accreditation and 
WAV endorsement can be sourced easily.

 
Please phone: 5951 4600 or send your 

resume to Brendan at: 
operations@southcoastbus.com.au 

or post: PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922

Come join our friendly team!

TAXI DRIVERS 
WANTED

CHAPLAINS AT:
Wonthaggi Secondary College (3 day/week)
Bass Coast Specialist School (2 day/week)

Korus Connect is seeking Chaplains who are 
passionate about supporting the wellbeing 

of the school community. Successful 
applicants will have a minimum Cert IV in 

Youth Work, Counselling, or equivalent and 
a valid WWCC. Applicants are required to 
demonstrate personal commitment to the 
Christian faith and values by providing a 
Minister endorsement and adherence to 

Korus Connect’s Statement of Faith.

Contact Impact@korusconnect.org.au or call 
(03) 9811 0900 for more information and a 

full list of selection criteria. 

Korus Connect is committed to child safety 
and maintaining child safe and child friendly 

environments.

CLEANERS REQUIRED AT BUSY HOLIDAY 
RENTAL HOUSES AND APARTMENTS IN COWES

CLEANERS
Eye for detail essential, mix of days and 
weekends, some back to back bookings 

otherwise cleaning times flexible.
Call: 03 5952 3201 

for more information.

SITUATIONS VACANT
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There is a wonderful opportunity
for volunteers to become a part of

Banfields Aged Care
Banfi elds Aged Care is part of the Australian Aged Care Group which prides itself on imagination 
and innovation in caring for the aged, with a Mission to excel in providing Quality Care Services 
and Accommodation We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, Cowes and the 90 bed facility 
is set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds.
Banfi elds Aged Care  is inviting Volunteers to become a part of the ‘Lifestyle Teams Innovated 
Program’ which is planned to enhance the residents lifestyle.
Some of the ways you may wish to assist and support the program is by being involved in 
the: Bus Outings that occur one to two times a week (this varies week to week so fl exibility 
is required); supporting residents with Garden Walks; Wheelchair Walks; Bingo; Hoy; Happy 
Hour; Men’s Group Activities; Craft; Art Therapy; Quizzes; BBQ’s; Group Discussion; etc.
This is a great opportunity to become involved with your local community and for further 
information please do not hesitate to contact the Receptionist on (03) 5951 2500.
It is a requirement that all Volunteers have a Current Adult Aged/ Disabled Care Police Check 
and evidence of current Infl uenza vaccination..

We are a Non Smoking Facility. JA
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The identity of the first white woman to 
set foot on Phillip Island has finally been re-
vealed, 123 years after she was referred to in 
a newspaper article back in 1897.

Rather than a case of dedicated detective 
work, the mystery was solved through a hap-
py accident.

Volunteers archiving material at the Phil-
lip Island and District Historical Society, 
preparing for their move to new premises, 
found a letter which unlocked the woman’s 
identity.

Pamela Rothfield, secretary of the Phillip 
Island and District Historical Society shares 
the story of Mr and Mrs X.

Back in July 1897, The Herald newspaper 
published a story on the lives of Mr and Mrs 
‘X’.

The article covered a lady’s recollection of 
her 57 years in Victoria, starting with her 
1839 travel from England to Hobson’s Bay 
(Melbourne) with her parents and siblings 
on board the Westminster, at the age of fif-
teen. It went on to describe her shipboard 
romance which resulted in marriage the 
following year (1840) having attained the 
age of sixteen. The story captured many 
other interesting details of her life, however 
throughout the article the lady’s name re-
mained anonymous. As detailed in the ar-
ticle:

“The lady, who presumed to love at fifteen 
and marry at sixteen, declines to allow us 
to mention her name. She would not have it 
made public, she says, for the world, though 
she is aware that hundreds of friends will 
recognise the narrative in the account of 
reminiscences which she is quite willing to 
give The Herald. The condition must be re-
spected.

The bulk of our readers may know the 
lady as Mrs X, and rest satisfied with our as-
surance that Mrs X is really a most charm-
ing and entertaining old colonist, with an 
individuality which is emphasised by the 
probability that she is the only woman now 
alive who was married in Melbourne so far 
back as May, 1840, and the undoubted fact 
that she was the first European woman to 
put foot on Port Phillip Island, Westernport 
Bay, which is now a most delightful and 
fashionable summer resort, having as its 
capital a township bearing a no less distin-
guished name than that of Cowes ...”

The information or “undoubted fact”, that 
Mrs X was the first white woman to set foot 
on Phillip Island has intrigued local histori-
ans since The Herald article was rediscov-
ered in 1958 with the publication of Phillip 
Island in Picture and Story written by Josh-
ua Gliddon.

But who were Mr and Mrs X?
According to The Herald article the couple 

came to Phillip Island in the early 1840s – 
most likely before David and John McHaffie 
took physical possession of the Island – and 
stayed for about three months. The article 
seems to suggest that trade of certain prod-
ucts such as wattlebark and swan skins 
may have been the primary attraction for 
their move from Melbourne.

Mystery revealed
Fast forward to 2020 – 72 years after 

Gliddon’s book was published and 123 
years since the publication of The Herald 

article.
In sorting through the Phillip Island 

and District Historical Society archives 
as they prepare for relocation due to the 
building of the new Cowes Cultural Cen-
tre, local historian John Jansson came 
across a letter dated 1988 from Mrs Shir-
ley Cameron of Canberra.

Mrs Cameron was looking for informa-
tion on her ancestors Mary Ann and Fred-
erick Hitchins. Both had come out from 
London on the Westminster in 1839 and 
had married in Melbourne in 1840 and had 
spent time on Phillip Island in the early 
1840s.

John had what is often referred to as a 
eureka moment, realising these details 
matched the description of the mysterious 
Mr and Mrs X of the Herald article.

Unfortunately, back in 1988, when Mrs 
Cameron’s letter was received, no one in 
the Society associated her ancestors with 
Mr and Mrs X and subsequently respond-
ed to her that they could offer no informa-
tion on her Hitchins forebears. Sadly, Mrs 
Cameron passed away three years ago.

Back in 1843, after their three months 
stay on Phillip Island, the conditions were 
so primitive and water so scarce, that Mr 
and Mrs X – now revealed to be Mary Ann 
and Frederick Hitchins – left the Island 
with their two small children and headed 
to Geelong where Mr Hitchins established 
a successful timber business. Eventually 
they moved back to Melbourne.

Is this the end of the story?
Not exactly. The investigation into the 

identity of Mr and Mrs X revealed that 
descendants of Mary Ann and Frederick 
Hitchins have returned to Phillip Island – 
unaware of the significance of their ances-
tor’s early foray into the Island’s history.

It was Florence Annie Hitchins, grand-
daughter of our Mr and Mrs X, Mary Ann 
and Frederick, who brought their descen-
dants back to this region.

In 1893, Florence was working as a tele-
graph operator in Melbourne and married 
James McNabb a grazier from Corinella. 
Florence and James had five children, 
many of whom continued to live and work 
within this region.

Granddaughter of Florence, Marj Bea-
ton, is our local link back to Mr and Mrs X.

She moved to the Island some 67 years 
ago with her husband Tom from Wonthag-
gi, managing the local grocery store in 
Thompson Avenue, Cowes. Marj and Tom 
(who passed away in 2013) had two daugh-
ters, Sue and Kaye, both of whom continue 
to live on Phillip Island today.

Marj, Sue and Kaye were delighted to 
learn about her ancestors’ great adventure 
to Phillip Island almost 180 years ago.

Historical Society continues
The Phillip Island and District Historical 

Society is temporarily closed to the public 
pending the move to the new premises.

But Pamela said as custodians of the dis-
trict’s post-colonisation history, the Soci-
ety will welcome the donation of historical 
items at some point. 

“We also welcome new members to our 
Society, especially those who are inter-
ested in learning about the local history 
and the ebb and flow of growth on Phillip 
Island and surrounds,” she added.

“We  look forward to once again present-
ing our quarterly talks, when COVID re-
strictions permit.”

For more information, www.PIDHS.org.
au or contact Pamela Rothfield at histo-
ry@waterfront.net.au

The Discovery of Mr and Mrs ‘X’

Marj Beaton, with great grandson Jude, is a 
descendent of Mary Ann Hitchins, the first 
white woman to set foot on Phillip Island, 
when she came here with her husband in the 
1840s.

Florence Annie Hitchins, the granddaughter 
of Mr and Mrs X (Mary Ann and Frederick 
Hitchins) brought the family back to the 
region in 1893.

Keeping local and regional newspapers alive 
is important – to us and to you!

As the debate over the fate of news on Face-
book raged, with most media outlets, including 
the Advertiser, unable to post to their Facebook 
page for a period, it was gratifying to discover 
that for many people, local news – and the print-
ed paper – remains a vital part of life.

Late last year, we invited our readers to be 
part of a survey commissioned by the Country 
Press Association to find out just what people 
in regional and rural Australia thought about 
local newspapers.

The survey is part of a submission to the Sen-
ate Inquiry on media diversity and preliminary 
results of the survey have been released.

One finding was that there was a preference 
for getting news in print, rather than online.

Turns out we love our newspapers, and while 
the popularity (and circulation) of metropolitan 
newspapers is declining, local communities 
are passionate about maintaining local news-
papers.

Survey results
Results released from the survey show there 

is a strong demand and passion for print media 
in regional areas.

Some of the key findings include:
• There was a preference for getting news in 

print, rather than online.
• Readers preferred online news sites with 

the look and feel of a printed paper.
• Audiences considered the printed version 

of their local newspaper as an essential ser-
vice for the community.

• People believed they should be able to 
have a say about government policies and 
decisions that affected the future of local pa-
pers.

• In general, people were five times as likely 
to go directly to a local news website for their 
local news than Google or Facebook, and al-
most 10 times as likely to go to the local news-
paper website over a local council website for 
their local news and information.

• Overwhelmingly, respondents said any 
additional funding for local news should be 
directed to employing more local journalists, 
over increasing digital connectivity and digi-
tal products.

With the media landscape increasingly 
under threat, people surveyed also strongly 
believed local newspapers should be collab-
oratively funded by a range of relevant stake-
holders to ensure their future.

How do you like your news?
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The Phillip Island Section 4 
Junior team played Poowong 
in a very close semi-final 
on Saturday.  Phillip Island 
won a total of 21 games over 
Poowong’s 17.  The win sees 
the team move into the Grand 
Final in Wonthaggi next 
week.   This season is the first 
time the Phillip Island Junior 
team have played comp ten-
nis; finishing on top of the 
ladder is an amazing achieve-
ment. 

Allambee Mirboo  
and District  
tennis association  
semi finals

Section 1: Inverloch 6.53 de-
feated Korumburra 1.32 (last 
2 mixed sets washed out) and

Leongatha North 4.52 de-
feated Westernport 2.40 (3 
mixed sets washed out mid-
way through).

Section 2: Outtrim 9.72 de-
feated Korumburra Blue 0.25 
and Korumburra Green 6.53 
defeated Baromi 3.44.

Not an ideal day for tennis 
this week, with some matches 
pushing through the horrid 
conditions to get a result.

It was windy and then the 
rain came through making it 
pretty cold.

Section 2 were able to finish 
before the rain set in.

Section 1 were not so lucky 
but came to a decision in each 
match.

Let’s hope for better weath-
er next week for the grand 
final.

Inverloch v Korumburra 
wasn’t the closest match of 
the day, but it looked to be 
good hitting by both teams.

Leongatha North v West-
ernport was a bit closer, with 
quite a good contest between 
both teams.

Outtrim, who have been on 
top of the Section 2 ladder all 
year, won well again in the 
first final.

This match played a little 
early to try to beat the weath-
er which paid off and they 
managed to get through be-
fore most of the rain hit.

In the Korumburra Green v 
Baromi match, the men’s sets 
were even and the Baromi la-
dies won two of their sets.

Going into the mixed, Baro-
mi had a small lead.

Korumburra Green won all 
three mixed sets and with it 
the match by 9 games.

Next week will see Outtrim 
v Korumburra Green.

Next week’s grand finals 
will see:

Inverloch v Leongatha 
North in Section 1; and

Outtrim v Korumburra 
Green in Section 2

Korumburra and Western-
port need to provide umpires 
for the Section 1 final and 
Baromi and Korumburra 
Blue for Section 2.

Please ensure you are there 
on time so all matches can get 
started.

The Presentation night will 
follow the grand final next 
week at McCartins Hotel.

Each club needs to provide 
a raffle donation, so please 
make sure you work that out.

South West Gippsland mid-
week bowls winners were 
Rob Jeffrey, Jim Nunan (Tri-
ple)and Vicky Barnes.

Runners up were Michael 
Dady, Robyn Coulson, Pau-
line McWilliams and Elaine 
Fitt.

One game winners were 
John Nicholson, Sue Wood, 
Marg Dillon and Graham 
Turner.

Midweek bowls was played 
at Koo Wee Rup with 29 
bowlers.

The usual happy banter 
could be heard across the 
rinks.

The green was very slow 
but in beautiful condition and 
a pleasure to play on once we 
managed to master it.

The day turned out to be 
very pleasant with a very 
slight breeze.

12 ends were played. The 
first game as the day pro-
gressed it became warmer, 
so the last game was short-
ened to 10 ends and we were 
all grateful to finish and have 
a cold drink.

Thank you to George who 
was our very obliging bar 
man. 

Thank you to the members 
who brought in goods for the 
free raffle table that consist-
ed of fresh produce, jewel-
lery, books and a variety of 
Knick knacks.

It’s a lot of fun and we all 
enjoy as you never know 

what you will end up with.
Our money raffle is quite 

substantial. Also the wrong 
bias tin for the children’s hos-
pital did very well with three 
of our members contributing 
to it and as usual Jimmy Nun-
an was our best customer.

Next week we will play at 
Lang Lang. 10am at venue 

for a 10.30am start.
BYO lunch and everyone 

welcome to come and have 
a great day of good bowling 
and friendship.

To register or for more 
information please con-
tact Peter McWilliams on 
56785974 

See You on The Green.

The Club championships have 
now been played.

The ladies 100 Up Handicap 
was very close with 95 shots each 
before last end, with Karen Cash-
en the eventual winner with 102 
shots to 98 over Marilyn Forrest.

The Ladies Drawn Pairs win-
ners were Jan Stubbs, and Bev 
Hyslop with 11 shots to 9 over Di 
Pollock and Julie Pora.

It was a long hot day for these 
competitors.

The Men’s Triples was won by 
the team of Hans Olierook, John 
Parker, and Arthur Denny, with 
runners up, Russell May, Glen 
Cohen and Jimmy Kirk.

The rain that was predicted, 
came with a vengeance and made 
the last few ends difficult for all.

Congratulations to all that par-
ticipated in these finals.

We have our Division 1 team 
in the Midweek grand final to be 
played at Leongatha against In-
verloch.

Their win last week allowed 
them to maintain 2nd position. 

Such a good result with the re-
stricted season of 2021.

I’m sure many of us will be 
there to support them and hope-
fully celebrate another flag for 
the club.

Many of our men will be at Ben-
digo competing in Country Week.

They will enjoy the competition 
there.

Section 4 Junior Tennis Team: L to R: Daniel Patch, Lachlan Paterson, Talitha Rachelle, 
Eli Bowker

Pictured is Daniel Patch from the Phillip Island section 4 
tennis team, who played in the winning semi-finals team 
against Poowong.

Phillip Island junior tennis

46 shooters attended our 
shoot this month.

Congratulations to Jack 
McFee for shooting a 25.

High Gun: James Wood 
(68).

AA Grade winners:
1st David Mioni (55).
A Grade winners:
1st Curtis Hillbrick (66), 

2nd Jack McFee (63) and 3rd 
Shane McRae (62).

B Grade :
1st James Thomas (60), 

2nd Michael Braden (57) 
and 3rd Travis Paterson 
(53).

C Grade winners:
1st Bronislaw Oles (58), 

2nd John Burns (34) and 3rd 
Brendan Goodman (29).

Ladies winners:
1st Kassi Moat (53), 2nd  

Kerri Moat (37) and 3rd Fin-
gal McIntosh (28).

Veterans winners:
1st Lionel Bradley (65), 

2nd Stanley Wade (51) and 
3rd Gordon Macalpine (51).

Juniors winners:
1st Jake Wagg (58), 2nd 

Will Witkowski (55) and 
 3rd Jordn Moat (47).

Our next shoot is April, 

Saturday 17 which will con-
sist of 50 Target Novelty 
event celebrating our 50th 
anniversary with nomi-
nations commencing at 
9:00am.

We are hosting a dinner 
Saturday, if you would like 
to attend please contact 
Jenn on 0408 300 749.

Our April shoot is on Sun-
day 18th April which will 
consist of 75 targets.

Clay target shooting is 
suitable for all ages, gen-
ders and fitness levels with 
juniors shooting for free.

Clay Target Shooting results

Phillip Island bowls

South West Gippsland midweek bowls

100 Up Handicap runners up [L] Marilyn Forrest and 
[R] Winner Karen Cashen.

Pair’s runners up [L] Di Pollock and Julie Pora, [R] 
Winners, Beb Hyslop and Jan Stubbs.

Best One Game winners were John Nicholson (S), Graham 
Turner (L), Sue Wood (3) and Margot Dillon (2).

Runners up at midweek bowls were Robin Coulson (3), Mi-
chael Dady (S), Elaine Fitt (L) and Pauline McWilliams (2).

Midweek bowls winners played at Koo Wee Rup were Jim Nunan (3), Vickie Barnes (L) 
and Rob Jeffries (S).
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14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BOLD

TIDE GUIDE

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  
No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point
Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31
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Thu 18 5.09am 11.01am 5.44pm 11.23pm
 2.76m 0.54m 2.86m 0.84m

Fri 19 5.36am 11.32am 6.15pm 11.55pm
 2.74m 0.49m 2.88m 0.88m

Sat 20 6.03am 12.03pm 6.48pm
 2.72m 0.47m 2.88m 

Sun 21 12.27am 6.30am 12.34pm 7.21pm
 0.93m 2.68mm 0.47m 2.84m

Mon 22 12.59am 7.00am 1.04pm 7.57pm
 0.99m 2.63m 0.51m 2.78m

Tue 23 1.31am 7.33am 1.36pm 8.35pm
 1.08m 2.55m 0.57m 2.69m

Around the Bay 
WITH J IM’S BA IT A N D TACKLE

SPORT

Events for the last 12 months 
have been all but extinct, however 
as things start to make more sense 
and management of Covid chang-
es, there is the odd event that is in 
the planning or about to happen. 

Confidence seems to be com-
ing back into local markets along 
with trust in those running them 
to take all the necessary precau-
tions to make them happen,  and 
attendance is getting better.

Events will start the same way, 
and be sure that if it is an event 
with the backing of the Bass 
Coast Shire, there will have been 
many conversations around what 
and how to do things safely.

The Walk for the Kids Good 
Friday walk is one event com-
ing up that raises money for the 
Royal Children’s Hospital Appeal 
along the very scenic George 
Bass Walk.

For those who have been in-
volved you will notice several 
changes to comply with DHHS 
and information can be found 
on their Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/walkforth-
ekidskilcundatosanremo) or by 
dropping into the San Remo Ho-
tel or Jim’s Bait and Tackle.

We of course have our fishing 
competition at Easter time, also 
raising money for the Good Fri-
day Appeal and you can find de-
tails and the prize list on our So-
cials, Facebook, and Instagram 
pages.

There are also a few other 
events happening around the 
area over the next few weeks and 
Easter.

Jump on to the Bass Coast 

Shire’s events page to keep up to 
date with what’s on.

It’s also important to remember 
that the event organisers are do-
ing everything and understand 
the importance of following these 
guidelines that are required to 
minimise any risk , and also 
feel it’s important for everyone’s 
mental well-being that we all try 
to get back to some type of a nor-
mal before we head into the usual 
dreary winter period.

Weather permitting it will be a 
busy Easter holiday period and 
based on the reports of the last 
few weeks there will be plenty of 
fish still around.

Tuna are biting
There are reports of tuna be-

ing caught in the area this week 
and it appears that they are in 
no hurry to go anywhere.

While the size hasn’t changed 
a lot for the whole time they 
have been here, 15kg to 40kg 
mostly on the lower end, the 
lures they are taking has.

It definitely started off with 
very small skirts and typically 
different days were different 
colours whereas over the last 
couple of weeks we have seen 
far more variety of lures being 
successful.

We are still hearing of people 
finding them and the tuna not 
taking anything, sometimes for 
hours before they turn on and 
will take everything you throw 
at them.

Finding that time is the prob-
lem, and many give up before 
they do turn on.

Because the tuna isn’t taking 
the lures you are throwing at 
them don’t straight away think 
you have the wrong colour 
or type, you simply have the 
wrong time of that day.

Over the long weekend we had 
the same story from over a dozen 
customers, “we trawled around 
and couldn’t get the tuna to take 
lures and then we changed to x 
lure and off they went.”

The biggest problem with 
those reports was where every 
one of those dozen people got 
them to bite on a different lure 
and at different times of the 
day, sort of blows the theory of 
them only taking one type/co-

lour of lure out the window.
Have variety in size, type and 

colour and keep changing them 
around; eventually everything 
will line up.

One bycatch of the tuna has 
been some very big 3kg plus 
salmon and plenty of kingfish.

Several good bags of flathead 
offshore this week as well.

Back in the bay and the whit-
ing are still a little fussy but 
better than the last few weeks.

Pinkies are all over the place 
despite it looking like we were 
getting a second run, along 
with a handful of gummies that 
were all on the smaller side, 
with keepers that just made it.

Tuesday, March 9 – Men’s 18 Hole Stabl-
eford: Winner was David Theriault H/c (18) 
with 41 points from Tony Gay H/c (13) with 
40 points.

Men’s 9 Hole Stableford: Winner was 
David Schofield H/c (22) with 20 points 
from Malcolm MacArthur H/c (29) with 19 
points.

Wednesday, March 10 – Ladies 18 Hole 
Stableford: Winner was Sue Brown H/c (20) 
with 39 points from Faye Morris H/c (10) 
with 39 points on a countback from Lyn 
Dunne also with 39 points.

Round 2 of the Walton Knockout Singles: 
Winners were:

Vicki Roff-Smith defeated Lorraine 
Hammon.

Marg Frith defeated Megan Havers.
Pam Rothfield defeated Liz Gleeson.
Kim Rippon-King defeated Liz O’Neill.
Ladies 9 Hole Stableford: Winner was 

Shirley Watts H/c (39) with 11 points from 
Bet Stevenson H/c (45) with 7 points.

Good luck to all qualifiers playing the 
Webster Noonan Pairs Knockouts this 
Wednesday, March 17.

Thursday, March 11 – Men’s and Ladies 
18 Hole Stableford: Winner was Mike 
Fitzmaurice H/c (16) with 43 points from 
Steve Waters H/c (16) with 41 points.

Men’s and Ladies 9 Hole Stableford: Win-
ner was Brian Baker H/c (18) with 19 points 
on a countback from Reg Brown H/c (32) 
also with 19 points.

Saturday, March 13 – Men’s and Ladies 18 
Hole Stensons Stableford: Men’s winners – 
R. Jansson, S. Orr, J. Savas and C. Russo 
with 107 points on a countback.

Men’s runners up – R. Magill, M. Wyzen-
beek, S. Davies & L. Betts also with 107 
points.

Ladies winners – D. Orr, J. Juster, T. Ja-
mieson and R. Docker with 99 points.

Ladies runners up – R. Reid, J. Magill, J. 
Zelman and L. McCole with 92 points.

Men’s and Ladies 9 Hole Stableford: Win-
ner was Basil Moloney H/c (13) with 19 
points from Charles Mizzi H/c (32) with 17 
points.

Phillip Island Golf

Men’s winner: Brian Cahill - 5 points.
Women’s winner: Bet Stephenson - 7 points.
Encouragement award: Mary-Ann Ucker-

man - 1 point.
Please come and join the fun with us.
Dinner tables booked for anyone wanting to 

eat beforehand at 6pm.
Games start 7.30pm.
Call Bob Hee for any queries 0418 173 388.

Euchre club results

The look of delight says it all. Scott Huther had just hauled in this 
rare beauty off the Nobbies. Reports of other good catches of tuna 
have been coming in.

ABOVE: U18’s RIPS Phillip Island bas-
ketball team are pictured after winning 
their basketball grand final against 
Waverley Falcons in the South East Mel-
bourne Basketball Tournament.
L-R: (Team Manager) Jodi Kennedy, 
Sonny Maddocks, Tully Dickie, Jed 
Rosenow, Hayden Lloyd, Dino Masinovic, 
Tyson Masinovic, Vince Kennedy, Dale 
Robinson, (Coach) Christian Lloyd.

LEFT: U14’s basketball team recently 
played in the South Eastern Junior 
Tournament and were runners up in their 
grand final against Camberwell, it was 
a hard fought game, and the final score 
was 43 to 40.
Pictured from L-R (Coach) Kris Funslow, 
Xavier Osmond, Sam O’Garey, Austin 
Finlayson, Ash Smith, Charlie Fischer, 
Jeremy Kelly, Henry Dean, Jack Mascaros

Premiers

Runners-up
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

41 PANORAMA DRIVE, 
CAPE WOOLAMAI

17 SEAGROVE WAY, COWES

149 MCKENZIE ROAD, COWES
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CONTRACT

WE HAVE QUALITY  
TENANTS WAITING

RENTAL  
PROPERTIES 
URGENTLY 
WANTED

$875,000 to $920,000 
• Short stroll to beach
• 3 bed/2 bath/2 car
•	Large	entertaining	deck	with	woodfire

CONTACT AGENT
• Designed home overlooking wetlands area
• 4 bed/4 bath/2 car
• Great sized allotment of 780m2 (approx.)

 WE HAVE  
CASH BUYERS 

READY TO  
PURCHASE  

NOW!

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local 
newsagency

ADVERTISERPHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

LK00109

National Mounted Games 
training weekend here

The National Mounted 
Games held their annual 
training camp at the Phillip 
Island Pony Club last week-
end. 

Mounted Games is a team 
sport that requires agile 
and accurate riders and po-
nies, and is popular with 
riders and spectators alike.

The (usually) six events 
at a competition include 
skills from horse and rider 
such as turning around bar-
rels or flags on poles, ba-
ton handovers, vaulting or 
mounting quickly, and gal-
loping against other teams.

Teamwork, accuracy, agil-
ity, concentration, speed, 
hand to eye co-ordination 
and good sportsmanship 
are required, all the while 
having fun.

Squads of different age 
groups from senior down 
were put through their pac-
es by their coaches, with 

riders working hard to for 
an opportunity to compete 
at the national event in Sep-
tember. 

The squads were selected 
at Yarrambat Pony Club 
a month ago, and this was 
their second training week-
end since then. 

The days were action 
packed to say the least, 
with an  adrenaline rush for 
riders and spectators alike, 
and nothing like the final 
gallop to the finish line to 
get the heart racing. 

The training and riding 
calendar is tight with most 
riders also being members 
of the Mounted Games As-
sociation; a separate affili-
ation where the competition 
extends to open riders. 

The combination sees the 
riders and their steeds trav-
elling all over the state to 
compete and train. 

The local riders involved 

are excited to be holding a 
training camp so close to 
home. 

A strong incentive is be-
ing able to have a swim 
at the beach at day’s end, 
rather than a dip in the ice 
bucket that is the alterna-
tive at other venues.

As Phillip Island is a small 
club it relies on the commu-
nity for support. 

The Pony Club thanks the 
numerous local businesses 
which  have donated goods 
and services to help raise 
some much needed funds. 

Phillip Island Pony Club, 
located at the Ventnor Rec-
reation Reserve holds its 
club days (rallies) on the 
first Sunday of the month, 
and always welcomes new 
members and their ponies!

RIGHT: Gisele Smith, Phillip 
Island Pony Club, in action 
last weekend.

Emma Vanderdyt, Wonthaggi Pony Club, and Emily Oliver, Mooroolbark/Lilydale Pony Club, were among about 40 young riders to attend 
the National Mounted Games annual training camp at the Phillip Island Pony Club last weekend

Wonthaggi Pony Club members Gemma Vandeydy carries out some 
nifty manoevres at the Phillip Island Pony Club grounds at Ventnor 
on Sunday.

Phillip Island Pony Club member Gabe Smith in action at last 
weeken’s traing camp.
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