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There was plenty to celebrate this week, including two of our cricket teams bringing home premiership cups (see Sport, pages 28 and 26), and Newhaven Primary prep teacher 
Bethanie Williams really captured the moment at Harmony Week, skipping with her students. Read more school news on page 19.
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The key expert witness support-
ing Newhaven West’s future sub-
division agreed he had a confl ict of 
interest, with his company also act-
ing as a lobbyist for the land’s devel-
opers, a hearing was told last week.

Landscape architect Darren Atkin-
son of Human Habitats last Wednes-
day appeared before the state govern-
ment’s two-month hearing on new 
planning controls for Phillip Island, 
under the Distinctive Areas and 
Landscapes project (DAL).

Mr Atkinson was called to give 
evidence on behalf of the owners 
of 906, 910 and 930 Phillip Island 
Road, Newhaven, which fronts 
Churchill Island and adjoins a ma-
rine national park, and is part of the 
internationally-recognised Western 
Port RAMSAR wetland.

Currently the town boundary for 
Newhaven ends at Boys Home Road, 
but the landowners are seeking to 
rezone for future subdivision their 

land behind the chocolate factory.
Mr Atkinson told the hearing 

the site did not have landscape at-
tributes that should exclude it from 
Newhaven’s town boundary.

“I am fully supportive of protect-
ing the distinctive landscapes in 
Bass Coast Shire but of the opinion 
the subject site does not fall into a 
distinctive landscape as it does not 
contain the landscape attributes,” 
said Mr Atkinson, who is a special-
ist in urban landscapes.

“The future landscape of the sub-
ject site can be of high quality. It can 
adequately provide for the replace-
ment of the vegetation previously 
cleared for farming.”

Confl ict?
Under examination from the Plan-

ning Minister’s lawyer Julie Forsyth, 
Mr Atkinson confi rmed he was one 
of fi ve directors of Human Habitats, 
the company that wrote the initial 

submission for the Newhaven West 
landowners for the DAL.

He confi rmed his company had 
been working with the landowners 
for several years and had created 
concept subdivision plans for the 
Newhaven land.

Human Habitats had also been 
lobbying the council to develop the 
land and stood to benefi t from fu-
ture work if it was included in Ne-
whaven town boundaries.

“You as a director would benefi t 
from that future work?” Ms Forsyth 
asked, adding this would impact his 
impartiality.

“Do you understand your inde-
pendence is compromised?”

Mr Atkinson replied “that could 
be seen as correct, yes”. He said 
he believed he was an independent 
witness because he had not read all 
documents in the brief given to him.

Ms Forsyth asked if any of these 
confl icts of interest had been dis-

closed through the DAL process, 
and Mr Atkinson said none of the 
issues had been fl agged.

Panel members questioned Mr At-
kinson’s impartiality and he replied 
his assessment was “completely in-
dependent”.

Two weeks ago consultant Claire 
Scott – who set out criteria for what 
made a distinctive landscape in the 
DAL – was challenged by lawyers 
for developers as having a confl ict 
of interest because her husband 
owned a holiday house in Ventnor.

Ms Scott disagreed with the as-
sertion, saying she had a more in-
timate understanding of Phillip Is-
land and Bass Coast because of her 
connection to the area.

Signifi cant?
Mr Atkinson highlighted a tele-

communication tower at Newhaven 
– behind the garden centre – was 
visible from Samuel Amess Drive, 

while homes at Newhaven were 
visible from Churchill Island and 
therefore these set a precedent for 
further development.

“You drive down the beautiful tree 
lined landscape of Samuel Amess 
Drive and the telecommunication 
tower is a point of reference,” he said.

Ms Forsyth asked if the develop-
ment would be prominent and “com-
pletely change the view to the main-
land” from Churchill Island.

Atkinson: “I can see there’s some 
change to the view, yes.”

Forsyth: “Do you agree the devel-
opment would be detrimental to the 
distinctive attributes of that land?”

Atkinson: “No”.
Continued page 3
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The Crime Statistics Agency has 

released its data for the 12 months 
to the end of December 2022.

Criminal incidents in Bass Coast 
for 2022 were down by 3.8 per cent 
on the previous year, back to 2019 
levels. The rate is below the state 
average.

Family incidents also dropped 
(by 8.7 per cent), but the rate in the 
shire remains well above the state 
average.

The statistics included a break-
down of the number of offences 
recorded in 2022, down by 10.1 per 
cent on the previous year.

In further good news, while the 
number of offences was down, the 
alleged offender tally was up by 
6.1 per cent. This tally shows when 
an individual (or organisation) has 
been linked as an alleged offender.

Wonthaggi and Cowes remain 
the top areas for criminal inci-
dents, with criminal damage and 
breaches of family violence orders 
the principal offences.

The alleged offender incidents re-
late primarily to assault (and relat-
ed offences) and breaches of orders.

In a statement responding to 
the statistics, Victoria Police said 
across the state, overall crime re-
mained well below pre-pandemic 
levels – there were 52,418 less crim-
inal offences committed last year 
than in 2019 (9.8 per cent decrease).

Family violence related offences 
rose slightly and police said they 
will continue to concentrate on 
family violence, with “Family Vio-
lence Investigation Unit detectives 
proactively focussing on known 
family violence offenders and vic-
tims every day, so that we can de-
tect offending and support those 
impacted”.

Police said while burglaries state-
wide were at their second lowest 
levels since 1993, there had been an 
increase in aggravated residential 
burglaries, driven predominantly 
by youth offenders targeting un-
locked homes seeking to steal mo-
tor vehicles.

“Given their overrepresentation 
in serious crimes including aggra-
vated burglaries, car thefts, rob-
beries, and carjackings, youth of-
fenders remain a significant focus 
for Victoria Police,” the statement 
said.

For the details of Bass Coast 
statistics: www.crimestatistics.
vic.gov.au/crime-statistics/latest-
crime-data-by-area

Crime in the spotlight

Criminal Incidents in Bass Coast for 2022 were down by 3.8 per cent on the 
previous year, and back to 2019 levels. The rate is below the state average.

Totally family incidents dropped by 8.7 per cent, but the rate in Bass 
Coast is still well above the state average.

The bridge… 
going, going, gone!

We all love a good April Fool’s prank. Thank you to reader Sue 
Slater who sent us these photos of the day the Phillip Island bridge 
was “auctioned”. The lucky buyer was this elegantly dressed 
koala. Apparently, the prank was organised by then Wonthaggi 
real estate agent Dennis Ginn, and even included a Joan Kirner 
stand-in!

While the date was definitely April 1, Sue wasn’t sure of the year, 
so if anyone knows what year it was, or recognises anyone in the 
photo, please let us know (advertiser@pisra.com.au or 5952 3201).
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Even though the current level of 
human population on Phillip Island 
is “threatening” to the environment, 
land at the Cape Woolamai airport 
and Smiths Beach could be subdi-
vided to benefit nationally-protected 
species.

That’s according to an expert wit-
ness on behalf of the owners of these 
sites who last week gave evidence at 
the state government’s two-month 
hearing on new planning controls for 
Phillip Island, under the Distinctive 
Areas and Landscapes project (DAL).

Best Hooper Property Lawyers’ 
solicitor Geoff Lake last week repre-
sented four clients over two days.

The clients – all seeking to have 
their land rezoned for subdivision – 
are:

1. The 48ha Phillip Island airfield 
site at 1 Veterans Drive (owned by 
Glen Waverley Real Estate)

2. 34ha at 87 Back Beach Road, be-
tween Sunderland Bay and Smiths 
Beach (Jim Goumas)

3. 90ha south of the existing Coro-
net Bay settlement (Coastal Estates) 
and

4. 13ha south-east of Dalyston’s 
settlement boundary (Justin Taylor).

Mr Lake called on four witnesses 
– in planning, economics, landscape 
and ecology – concluding no town 
boundary in any town in Bass Coast 
should be protected, also questioning 
the merits of planning controls to pro-
tect significant landscapes.

Mr Lake said the DAL was “too 
parochial” and focused on the “bi-
ased influence” of residents who had 
moved to the area in recent years who 
“seek to shut the gate behind them”.

Flora, flauna
Brett Lane of Nature Advisory gave 

evidence on behalf of the landowners 
on the ecological importance of the 
airport and Smiths Beach site.

Mr Lane said even though both 
sites had significant biodiversity, 
they would be suitable for subdivi-
sions without “adversely impacting 
the ecology”.

He said Cape Woolamai had more 
than a hectare of high-quality veg-
etation and was home to nationally-
protected animal species, such as the 
short-tailed shearwater, while the 
Smiths Beach property had signifi-
cant coastal vegetation and a dam 
home to protected bird species.

The Planning Minister’s lawyer Ju-
lie Forsyth asked whether this flora 
and fauna would be impacted by in-
creased human populations, dogs, 
cats, and lighting, for example.

Mr Lane agreed but said subdivi-
sions could be managed well with 
careful design and resident compli-
ance, such as paying biodiversity 
levies.

Ms Forsyth asked if good man-
agement of biodiversity could be 
achieved with other projects such as 
tourism under one manager, as op-
posed to housing subdivisions, which 
had many individual owners.

“There are risks with urban devel-
opment and in particular subdivi-

sions and if you don’t allow urban 
development you don’t open up those 
risks,” she asked.

Mr Lane eventually conceded this 
was correct but only after repeating 
the benefits of managed subdivisions 
on protected flora and fauna.

Ms Forsyth asked if indirect threats 
from urban development were “more 
pronounced on Phillip Island” than 
other areas, because of its habitat.

Mr Lane replied the current level of 
human settlement was “potentially 
quite threatening” but Phillip Island 
Nature Parks management had en-
sured species such as hooded plovers 
were protected and enhanced.

“Political risk”
Landscape architect Steve Schutt 

of Hansen Partners gave evidence 
on behalf of the four landowners that 
the methodology used to create the 
DAL was “not sufficiently robust to 
be relied on”, was weak and “not up 
to industry standards”.

Mr Schutt said sections of the land-
scape at the airport were not significant 
enough to be protected and should not 
be locked out of the town boundaries, 
especially where it had been cleared 
and contained airport buildings.

He said while sections of the land 
around Smiths Beach was deserving 
of its ranking as state significant, it 
was unclear why the area closest to 
Back Beach Road was protected from 
development.

Under a three-hour cross-exam-
ination, the Planning Minister’s 
lawyer Julie Forsyth asked whether 
Mr Schutt had approached the Bass 
Coast DAL with “an eye for error”, in-
structed to find weaknesses, to which 
he agreed.

Ms Forsyth challenged Mr Schutt’s 
conclusions by highlighting the meth-
odology used in Bass Coast was the 
same as that applied to the Victorian 
coastline, such as the Great Ocean 
Road, asking whether his criticism 
had been “misleading” and “woefully 
inadequate”.

“I certainly wouldn’t say it’s mis-
leading,” Mr Schutt replied.

“I’ll accept it’s incomplete.”

Ms Forsyth asked Mr Schutt wheth-
er protected settlement boundaries 
were “treated with caution given 
the political risk and uncertainty for 
landowners”, to which he replied he 
was “no more political than anyone 
else who votes”.

VCAT
Bass Coast Shire’s lawyer Da-

vid Vorchheimer asked Mr Schutt 
whether he had declared a potential 
conflict of interest to the DAL panel, 
having represented the owner of 
the same property at 87 Back Beach 
Road, Smiths Beach, on behalf of 
Best Hooper Lawyers, in a VCAT 
hearing last year.

Mr Schutt said he had not declared 
this because he didn’t think it was 
“relevant”.

Last October, the Advertiser re-
ported VCAT knocked back a plan-
ning permit for a home on the Smiths 
Beach property because the south 
coast of Phillip Island is of “state 
significance” (“Coastal beauty wins 
over development”).

Mr Goumas had sought a permit to 
build a 290sqm, four-bedroom home 
57 metres from the cliff edge.

After Bass Coast Shire rejected the 
permit, the owner took the shire to 
VCAT who also refused it.

“Phillip Island has a strong history 
of inappropriate residential develop-
ment,” VCAT member Christopher 
Harty said at the time.

“The Phillip Island western and 
southern coasts are recognised as of 
state significance with policy refer-
ring to protecting the undeveloped 
character of the coastal strip and 
setting back development from the 
coast.”

At the VCAT hearing Mr Schutt ar-
gued the dwelling wouldn’t be visible 
and wouldn’t impact the green break 
between Smiths Beach and Sunder-
land Bay.

Mr Vorchheimer told last week’s 
hearing ultimately VCAT disagreed 
with Mr Schutt’s evidence, adding the 
land represented almost 30 per cent 
of the green break between the two 
hamlets.

An economist last week ac-
knowledged under cross-examina-
tion that simply rezoning land and 
making it for sale did not address 
“market failures” such as afford-
ability, rental pressure and perma-
nent homes versus holiday homes.

Urban economist Chris McNeill 
of Ethos Urban gave evidence on 
behalf of his clients, the four land-
owners – (including the Phillip Is-
land airport, and 87 Back Beach 
Road, Smiths Beach) (see separate 
story) – saying more people wanted 
coastal, lifestyle properties on Phil-
lip Island, rather than conventional 
land in towns such as Wonthaggi.

Under state government policy, 
every Victorian shire must show 
15 years of land supply across a 
municipality.

But Mr McNeill said by his cal-
culation there was just 12 years’ 
supply of lifestyle properties, but 
37 years’ conventional supply in 
Bass Coast.

He focused on his clients’ towns, 
concluding Cape Woolamai was 
“almost fully built out” and Smiths 
Beach had “very limited vacant 
supply” and each “would be a valu-
able addition to Phillip Island’s 
supply”.

Under cross-examination by 

lawyers representing the Planning 
Minister and Bass Coast Shire, 
Mr McNeill agreed simply rezon-
ing land and making it available 
did not address “market failures” 
such as affordability, rental pres-
sure, and buyers opting for holi-
day homes rather than permanent 
houses, but it did “play a part”.

He acknowledged capacity to ac-
commodate growth was limited by 
environmental sensitivities and in 
one sentence he acknowledged ser-
vices and infrastructure needed to 
match population growth, agree-
ing there was a “tipping point 
where towns can’t grow much 
more”.

Panel chair Kathy Mitchell asked 
if buyers were opting for afford-
ability or lifestyle.

Mr McNeill replied he believed 
if coastal properties “dried up”, 
they wouldn’t choose Wonthaggi – 
where the majority of future land 
supply will be made available in 
Bass Coast – even if it was more af-
fordable.

“Whether Wonthaggi is more at-
tractive to those buying in coastal 
townships, I don’t think it will be. I 
think there will be a limited trans-
fer of demand to Wonthaggi,” Mr 
McNeill said.

More land supply does 
not help affordability

More on DAL, see page 5

Airport, Smiths Beach subdivisions 
could “benefit” threatened species

The 48ha Phillip Island airfield site at 1 Veterans Drive was debated at last week’s state government panel 
hearing, with the owners – Glen Waverley Real Estate – seeking to have it rezoned for subdivision. The site 
has high-quality vegetation and is home to nationally-protected animal species.

Last October, the Advertiser reported VCAT knocked back a planning 
permit for a home on this Smiths Beach property because the south coast 
of Phillip Island is of “state significance”. The owner is now seeking to have 
his land rezoned for subdivision through the Bass Coast DAL process.

This is the land proposed for development at Newhaven West. The 
developers’ proposed concept designs – not available to the public – in-
cluded extensive carparking along Phillip Island Road and service roads, 
for mooted tourism facilities.

Newhaven West  
developers argue their case

From page 1
Forsyth: “You think it would be a 

positive change?”
Atkinson: “It could be, yes.”
While Mr Atkinson agreed land 

neighbouring the developer’s site 
was significant, he said his client’s 
site wasn’t significant.

Ms Forsyth highlighted that Mr 
Atkinson had used photos in his 
evidence that “underplayed the vis-
ibility” of the proposed Newhaven 
West development.

She asked if the proposed designs 
would be a different landscape to 
the current farmland and native 
vegetation on the land and Mr At-
kinson agreed it would.

She asked whether any future 
resident on the subdivision would 
be allowed to cut down significant 
vegetation because it was in a bush-
fire zone, and Mr Atkinson agreed.

Environment
Ms Forsyth examined the devel-

opers’ proposed concept designs for 
the Newhaven West land, which in-
cluded extensive carparking along 
Phillip Island Road and service 
roads – for mooted tourism facili-
ties – asserting it wouldn’t provide a 
green break on the tourist road.

Mr Atkinson said he wouldn’t 
want to “experience a sea of car 
parks” on Phillip Island Road but 
bitumen could be softened with tree 
planting.

The Phillip Island Conservation 
Society’s (PICS) Terry Nott asked 

Mr Atkinson whether the lands’ 
proximity to the RAMSAR and ma-
rine national park areas required 
more stringent controls.

Mr Atkinson agreed.
“Absolutely. It’s about best prac-

tice and urban sensitive water de-
sign, whether it’s a paddock (or a 
housing subdivision),” he said, com-
paring this proposed development 
to one in Werribee.

Mr Nott also questioned Mr At-
kinsons selective use of photos, fail-
ing to show environmentally-sensi-
tive areas.

Mr Atkinson replied he had se-
lected photos “I thought would be 
helpful”.

Lawyer Graeme Peake represent-
ed the Newhaven West landowners 
at the planning panel, who include 
Howard Verwey and Geoff Moed.

Mr Peake said according to the 
2010 San Remo, Newhaven and 
Cape Woolamai structure plan, 
this land is “future residential sub-
ject to a detailed structure plan and 
coastal vulnerability hazard assess-
ment”, with the town boundary fin-
ishing at Samuel Amess Drive.

He said if Newhaven’s boundary 
finished at Boys Home Road “there 
would be no more land available” in 
the hamlet for development.

“We don’t dispute the coastal 
landscapes need to be protected. 
But it’s not the same as prohibiting 
development,” Mr Peake said, add-
ing the Newhaven West subdivision 
would be vegetated 2000 sqm lots.
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More residents have warned motorists to 
avoid a favourite viewing area on the Cowes 
Esplanade after receiving parking fines, even 
when idling their car for a few minutes.

Russell said he was challenging a $185 fine 
he received this month after parking his car for 
“no more than three to four minutes” on the dirt 
area on the corner of the Esplanade and Steele 
Street – overlooking Cowes east beach.

“I pulled in off the road to check my diary 
when a council car pulled in front of me and I 
had to drive off around him,” Russell said.

“I would have expected he would at least ap-
proach me and ask me to move on.”

Russell said the infringement notice stated 
his vehicle “was parked or left standing”.

“I was neither parked, nor was the vehicle left 
standing. I was in the car, the engine was run-
ning and I did not leave the vehicle.

“I’m not going to pay it.”
Russell, who runs a contracting business, 

said in challenging the fine, he had sent Bass 
Coast Shire photos of shire workers parking in 
the same area, highlighting “double standards”.

“They were working/mowing in the area, but 
they were definitely “parked and left standing” 
in the same location. There was no one in sight 
and the vehicle was unattended,” Russell said.

“If they are allowed to park wherever they 
wish, the area perhaps should be signed as 
“council vehicles accepted”.

“If the idea is that no vehicles are allowed, 
perhaps the corner should have bollards to 
make it a pedestrian-access only zone.”

Last week former shire councillor Stephen 
Fullarton said in the past month alone he had 
heard from five people who had a similar expe-
rience: parking briefly or even idling their car, 
then receiving a fine in the mail.

“On top of those I’ve personally witnessed three 
people get fined,” Steve said, adding that one was 
a tradie who idled his car while eating lunch.

“People come here to enjoy themselves but 
leave with a sour taste in their mouths because 
of the fun police.”

A shire spokesperson said the area was clear-
ly signed “no stopping”, which means partly 
parking is also not allowed, including dropping 
off or picking up passengers.

“Drivers do not need to have left their vehicle 
for the “no stopping” rule to apply. The offence 
occurs as soon as the vehicle is stopped, even if 
the motor is still running,” they said.

They said parking officers can serve an in-
fringement in person, by post, or by affixing the 
infringement notice to the vehicle.

“As part of issuing an infringement notice, 
our Parking Officers are required to collate evi-
dence of the offence. This includes document-
ing notes and taking photos, enabling an accu-
rate record of the offence to be collected.”

The spokesperson said drivers who have re-
ceived a fine could apply to council to have it 
reviewed.

The Say No group opposing the proposed 
special charge scheme at Surf Beach and 
Sunderland Bay have accused the council of 
failing to publicly reveal details of a Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan for the project.

In a media statement, the group said: “Resi-
dents in Surf Beach and Sunderland Bay are 
aware of a draft Council Due Diligence Cul-
tural Heritage Assessment undertaken in 2022 
but it seems no further action has taken place.

“This draft assessment has not been final-
ised in more than five months. Normally a re-
port of this size is finalised within two weeks. 
The words due diligence indicates that formal 
processes are being followed but it begs the 
question, are they?”

They’ve also questioned if the Bunurong 
Land Council Aboriginal Corporation was 
aware of the initial assessment.

Bass Coast Shire Council has clarified the 
situation, saying while a cultural heritage due 
diligence assessment was undertaken in Octo-
ber 2022, a full management plan would only 
be undertaken if the scheme went ahead.

“The purpose of the assessment was to un-
dertake a Desktop Assessment and field in-
spection (from the road reserve only) to advise 
if a Cultural Heritage Management Plan will 
be required for the potential works,” a council 
spokesperson explained.

“The report determined that a Cultural Heri-
tage Management Plan (CHMP) is required.

“It is standard practice to undertake a CHMP 
prior to construction activities if required by 
the due diligence report. As such, this is one of 

the first activities that would be undertaken if 
the project is approved for construction in the 
future, to manage and protect cultural heri-
tage in the area.

“In terms of consultation, the Victorian Ab-
original Heritage Council appointed Bunurong 
Land Council Aboriginal Corporation as 
Registered Aboriginal Party with rights and 
responsibilities over Aboriginal cultural heri-
tage within this region on July 19, 2017.

“This organisation has not been contacted 
for the current level of assessment. This or-
ganisation will be consulted with during the 
CHMP if the project is approved for construc-
tion.”

At the March meeting, Bass Coast Shire 
councillors voted to progress the project, with 
one option to be costed.

Costing and a funding model will be investi-
gated and presented to a future council meet-
ing, including a recommendation whether to 
declare the scheme.

Property owners would then be notified and 
have 28 days to lodge submissions to object or 
support the project.

Under the rules of the special charge scheme, 
which are set out in legislation, if more than 50 
per cent of property owners object, the scheme 
cannot proceed. If less than 50 per cent object, 
council will decide whether to declare the 
scheme.

Updates on the scheme and a copy of the 
cultural heritage due diligence assessment are 
available at engage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/surf-
beachroads.

The old brick house on the corner of the 
Cowes Esplanade and Warley Avenue was 
last week demolished, with surrounding 
neighbours highlighting asbestos concerns.

A Bass Coast Shire spokesperson con-
firmed a building permit had been issued for 
the demolition of the home at 18 The Espla-
nade.

They said a planning application was cur-
rently under assessment – not yet publicly 

advertised – for a community care accommo-
dation building.

While a resident said the day after the de-
molition she witnessed workers in protective 
gear removing what appeared to be asbestos, 
there had been no apparent safety precau-
tions carried out to protect the public.

The spokesperson said “concerns regarding 
the works on site should be directed to the pri-
vate building surveyor and the EPA”.

A former shire councillor said in the past 
month alone he had heard from five people who 
had a similar experience – parking briefly or 
even idling their car at the Esplanade viewing 
spot, then receiving a fine in the mail – while he 
had witnessed a further three people fined.

More fines for favourite 
Cowes viewing spot

Double standards? Shire officers frequently park in the same area where locals are getting fined.

Council has responded to criticism from the Say No group about not releasing a Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan for the Surf Beach Sunderland Bay special charge scheme, say-
ing one would only be prepared if the scheme went ahead.

Council questioned on 
charge scheme process

Neighbours raised asbestos concerns after this home on The Esplanade in Cowes was 
demolished last week.

Esplanade demolition
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As the Distinctive Areas and Land-
scapes (DAL) Standing Advisory 
Committee public hearings continue, 
Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Michael Whel-
an has ramped up calls to protect the 
Western Port Woodlands.

In his weekly column, the Mayor 
said Council was shocked and dis-
appointed last year when the state 
government decided to “green light 
the extension of a controversial sand 
mine in Grantville into the much-
loved Western Port Woodlands”.

“This decision ignored serious 
community and environmental con-
cerns,” Cr Whelan said.

“It permitted Dandy Premix Quar-
ries to clear 13 hectares of native 
woodland, expand their already 
large sand quarry, remove 30 mil-
lion tonnes of sand over 40 years, 
and dig below the water table. Ir-
reparable, the woodlands would be 
gone forever.”

Cr Whelan said Southern brown 
bandicoots, powerful owls, swift 
parrots, koalas, plus countless en-
dangered plant and fungus species 
call Western Port Woodlands home, 
describing it as a crucial ‘biolink’, or 
wildlife corridor, connecting frag-
ments of rare coastal forest.

“Mining this habitat directly con-

tradicts the state’s own mission 
to safeguard areas of outstanding 
environmental and cultural signifi-
cance: Bass Coast was declared a 
Distinctive Areas and Landscapes 
in 2019, one of just four, garnering 
some of the highest planning pro-
tections.

“Council passionately opposes 
this project, so joined the Save 
Western Port Woodlands campaign 
alongside the South Gippsland Con-
servation Society, Victorian Nation-
al Parks Association and more.”

The Mayor said things were now 
at “a critical point, with significant 
progress” and the future of Western 
Port Woodlands has been central to 
the ongoing panel hearings.

“Lawyers and scientists presented 
expert evidence, which at the heart 
questioned why most of this native 
forest is designated an ‘extractive 
industry interest area’,” Cr Whelan 
stated.

“Eight destructive sand mines al-
ready operate there, including five 
in conservation reserves. Another 
11 work permits have been ap-
proved for sand mining, seven more 
are under application.

“Twenty-six sand mines in an 
area of outstanding significance 

is disastrous: they are permanent, 
deep scars on our landscape.”

The Mayor said the Minister’s 
own ecology expert, James Garden, 
agrees.

“At the committee, he publicly 
stated that the Western Port Wood-
lands are of irreplaceable, national 
significance, and that sand mining 
is incompatible with biodiversity 
objectives. Conservation means 
protecting vegetation – not clearing 
it.

“Critically James also agreed that 

post-mining rehabilitation will nev-
er heal the land. Once cleared, veg-
etation is lost permanently.

“Sand mining is not appropriate 
within our vitally important, un-
spoilt areas nor within proximity 
to residents. Resource extraction 
is a threat to our economy, which 
directly relies on our environment, 
especially tourism and agriculture.”

The Mayor said Bass Coast Shire 
Council urgently seeks Extractive 
Industry Interest Areas be removed 
from Bass Coast and that sand min-
ing ends here.

“We ask the Minister to accept 
the recommendations from the 
Distinctive Areas and Landscapes 
public hearing. Our environment is 
our economy in Bass Coast, yet the 
state’s incongruous decision proves 
it does not value both equally, which 
is incredibly concerning.

“I want to personally thank ev-
eryone involved for their passion 
and hard work. I invite you to join 
the next hearing on April 12 at 
Wonthaggi Town Hall, in person 
or online, where Save Western Port 
Woodland will be presenting.

“This is critical for Bass Coast 
and future generations, so let’s keep 
fighting!”

How does Phillip Island’s land-
scape compare to other parts of 
Victoria?

That was the question posed  
by one of the planning panel  
members last week in the state 
government’s two-month hear-
ing on new planning controls for 
Phillip Island, under the Distinc-
tive Areas and Landscapes proj-
ect (DAL).

Landscape architect Steve 
Schutt of Hansen Partners said 
the south and west coasts of the 
island were of “state significance”.

But he said it didn’t compare 
to Wilsons Promontory or the 12 
Apostles – which were both of na-
tional and “potentially” interna-
tional significance.

“The Penguin Parade has some 
international prominence but not 
in relation to its landscape.

“The south and west coast state 
classification is justifiable.”

On social media, locals gave 
their feedback on the state gov-
ernment’s current two-month 
hearing on new planning con-
trols for Phillip Island, under 
the Distinctive Areas and Land-
scapes project (DAL), especially 
on rezoning requests for large 
areas for subdivision including 
Ventnor, Smiths Beach, Cape 
Woolamai and Newhaven.

Bruce: “One claim by the develop-
ers’ lawyers is they need to open 
up the land for more “affordable” 
housing – that is just a falsehood. 
Open up more land away from the 
beach or without water views such 
as in Bass and Wonthaggi then 
the houses may be more afford-
able. Areas near the beach or with 
water views will always attract a 
premium therefore restricting af-
fordability.”
Megan: “I understand Phillip Is-
land is becoming a popular place 
but if we continue to build it up 
then it’s going to lose the charm 
and just become another suburb 
that’s crowded. The beauty of this 
place is the space, the nature.”
Maree: “Having lived in the island 
for 40 years, I have seen it deterio-
rate, be over-developed and it will 
never be the same. It became way 
too popular in the past few years 
and now there is no turning back.”
Sharon: “Totally agree. Leave it 
as is.”
Andrew: “Let them open the land 
up but ensure they improve it: a 
wildlife natural sanctuary for the 
bird life and already relocated ani-
mals that live on the island. Just 
stop turning the island into metro-
politan suburb sprawl.”
Mike: “Cranbourne by the Sea.”
Kellie: “There is plenty of avail-
ability of cheaper housing or 
blocks in Grantville, Bass, Coro-
net Bay, Corinella, Dalyston, Won-
thaggi, Lang Lang: the list goes 
on. No more houses for housing 
developments for Phillip Island. 
One road in – one road out – it’s 
not rocket science. No more traf-
fic is needed to go over that one 
bridge.”
Ash: “(Develop) so we can get 300 
new houses on pristine farmland 
to be bought by cashed up in-
vestors looking to turn the place 
into one giant AirBnB? Yeah, no 
thanks.”
Trevor: “No new residential zoned 
areas on the island. Keep the rural 
and nature areas free of houses, 
to keep the island a unique rural 
nature environment. If the Labor 
government allows more planned 
residential zoned areas they 
need to get developers to pay for 
another bridge, larger sewage, 
water, power, wider roads, stop 
lights and replacement for the 
wildlife killed by more traffic on 
the roads.”
Vanna: “No absolutely no. The 
Island is at capacity. No road ac-
cess at busy times, no phones 
and internet when busy, no park-
ing in towns, no dog park, no 24-
hour police station. I could go on 
and on.”
Steve: “We need a bridge to the 
Mornington Peninsula.”
Eve (regarding the Ventnor sub-
division and the Matthew Guy 
payout): “They have to return 
settlement money if subdivision 
goes through. They got settle-
ment (payout) because they were 
told subdivision would go through 
when it didn’t. Matthew Guy time 
to come clean on who was in-
volved and don’t quote a privacy 
agreement.”

Corinella and Coronet Bay would 
merge into one big town if a developer 
successfully rezones land for subdivi-
sion.

Landscape architect Darren Atkin-
son of Human Habitats last Wednes-
day appeared before the state govern-
ment’s two-month hearing on new 
planning controls for Bass Coast, un-
der the Distinctive Areas and Land-
scapes project (DAL).

Mr Atkinson gave evidence in sup-
port of the landowner, who is seeking 
to rezone property between Norse-
mens Road, Coronet Bay and Cori-
nella Road, Corinella.

Mr Atkinson said the land should 
not be excluded from Coronet Bay’s 
town boundary.

“With policy and appropriate over-
lays, the future landscape of the site 
can be of high quality,” he said.

“I looked at Eagles Nest, San Remo, 
the Nobbies – that is what we’re pro-
tecting in the shire (under the DAL).”

Bass Coast Shire’s lawyer David 
Vorchheimer showed Mr Atkinson a 
Google Earth image of the property 

the landowner was seeking to subdi-
vide.

“It would be a significant area,” said 
Mr Vorchheimer, to which Mr Atkin-
son agreed.

“If the panel were to recommend 
the settlement boundary include this 
area it would represent a significant 
change to the landscape for Coronet 
Bay.”

Mr Vorchheimer said if the land 
was to be developed there would not 
be a break between Corinella and 
Coronet Bay.

Mr Atkinson said the developer 
would make larger lot sizes about 
1km from Agar Road to diminish 
the sense of housing density so it 
wouldn’t be like “metropolitan Mel-
bourne”.

“This is still a rural setting and I re-
spect Bass Coast,” Mr Atkinson said.

This area seeking rezoning has 
changed since the start of the DAL 
process, with four lots being sold by 
the superannuation fund that owned 
them: 443 and 485 Corinella Road, 
and 12 and 24 Norsemens Road.

Community  
has their say on  
development

Next week lawyers for landown-
ers in San Remo and Ventnor will 
call on expert witnesses over two 

days in the Bass Coast Distinctive 
Areas and Landscapes (DAL) plan-
ning panel hearing.

Following this, on Thursday 
March 30 community organisa-
tions will begin presenting includ-

ing the Bass Coast branch of the 
National Trust, and the Victorian 
Farmers Federation.

The public can listen to the hear-
ing via video or phone.

Once concluded, the panel will 

provide an independent report to 
the Planning Minister.

Details: www.planningpanels.
vic.gov.au/panels-and-committees/
projects/distinctive-areas-and-
landscapes-referral-bass-coast

What’s next?

DAL must protect Western 
Port Woodlands, says Mayor

Bass Coast Shire’s lawyer showed a Google Earth image of the property 
the landowner was seeking to subdivide, saying if it were to be devel-
oped it would fill the gap between the two waterline communities.

Coronet Bay, Corinella merger?

Is Phillip Island state or nationally significant?

Is Phillip Island’s landscape equal to ...

… or this landscape at Wilsons Promontory?… this landscape on the Great Ocean Road?
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Lifestyle Phillip Island hosted its 
official launch last Thursday March 
23.

The company said pre-sales for 
the development in Settlement Road 
commenced in December last year 
and was hugely successful, taking 
deposits for 30 per cent of the project.

The launch at the Phillip Island 
Winery gave future homeowners a 
glance into what this new commu-
nity has to offer.

The evening was hosted by James 
Kelly, Managing Director of Lifestyle 
Community.

“This is one of our most exciting 
projects to date in one of Victoria’s 
most beautiful locations, the site is 
truly special,” Mr Kelly said.

“We are thrilled to be able to sup-
port this local community by bring-
ing downsizing housing to the island 
along with employing local talent.

“Downsizing with us will allow 
homeowners to enjoy a more re-
laxed, resort like lifestyle and free 
themselves from the hefty mainte-
nance costs and bills that come with 
a bigger home.”

Whether you’re a Phillip Island lo-
cal looking to downsize to your own 
slice of paradise or a sea changer 
seeking an uninterrupted island 
staycation Lifestyle Phillip Island is 
the ultimate coastal community.

Perfected by 20 years of experience 
and passion for creating enriching 
homes and communities, this serene 
seaside oasis will redefine downsiz-
ing for homeowners.

Featuring modern, low mainte-
nance homes and multi-million-dol-
lar amenities, Lifestyle Phillip Island 
has been thoughtfully designed for 
the next generation of downsizers, 
featuring:

• 25 metre pool
• Spa
• Cold water plunge pool
• Golf Simulator
• Boat house with paddle boards
• Gym
• Peloton
• Reformer Pilates
• InfraRed sauna
• Food hub
• Moonlight cinema and micro 
 deluxe cinema
• Electric car and bike
• Pickleball
• Dog wash
Located on Settlement Road in 

Cowes this ultimate coastal com-
munity is only 350 metres from the 
beach. Homes are on sale now, start-
ing from $470,000.

l i festylecommunities.com.au 
Phone: 1300 50 55 60.
/ Sponsored article /

On Wednesday March 22, Phil-
lip Island welcomed the biggest 
cruise ship of the season, when 
the Grand Princess arrived.

Carrying 2470 passengers and 
1107 crew, many came ashore to 
explore Phillip Island. With full 
shuttles operating all day, Cowes 
was buzzing with many happy 
passengers exploring the town.

Destination Phillip Island 
(DPI) staff, along with council 
staff were on hand to greet the 
visitors.

The arrival of the Grand Prin-
cess marks the end of a success-
ful cruise season.

Between December 22 and 
March 23, Phillip Island saw 11 

cruise ship arrivals, bringing a 
total of 6304 passengers and 4892 
crew. According to DPI, passen-
gers took 3391 tours on the island 
pre-booked through their re-
spective cruises operators, while 
many more booked private tours 
or explored independently.

“Supporting these visits takes a 
team effort,” said a DPI spokes-
person.

“Special thanks to the Rhyll 
Community Group for their set 
up and support of the welcome 
area, our volunteers who meet 
and greet visitors at Olive Justice 
Place, and all other stakeholders 
who have made the 2022-2023 
cruise season a success.”

Lifestyle Communities 
Phillip Island launch

Grand Princess marks end of cruise season

The final and biggest cruise ship of the season ar-
rived last week, the Grand Princess. Photo: Wildlife 
Coast Cruises.

Staff from Bass Coast Shire Council and DPI were 
on hand to greet the passengers from the Grand 
Princess.

Managing Director James Kelly, one of the founders of Lifestyle Communities, with the local team Alice Fee-
han, Abby Morgan, Simone Fox, Tara Holt and Peter and Paula Newman.

Attendee Helen Thompson, with daughters Kellie Thompson and Jaclyn 
Vagai.

A large group attended the launch of Lifestyle Communities Phillip 
Island, at the Phillip Island Winery last week.

Jude Thompson, Jill Short, Brigid Sanders, David and Gayle Jennings at the Lifestyle Communities launch at 
the Phillip Island Winery.

Managing Director James Kelly spoke about the benefits of Lifestyle 
Communities, noting Phillip Island was the 24th community in the com-
pany’s portfolio.
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Lifestyle Phillip Island is the ultimate 
coastal community.
Perfected by our 20 years of experience and passion for 
creating enriching homes and communities, the serene seaside 
oasis will redefine downsizing for our homeowners.

Featuring modern, low-maintenance homes and best-in-
class amenities, this coastal community presents boundless 
opportunities to live your life your way, surrounded by the many 
natural delights of Phillip Island.

Artist Impression

Call 1300 50 55 60 or walk-in to our Lifestyle 
Lounge at 60 Thompson Ave, Cowes lifestyle phillip island

NO stamp duty   NO council rates   NO hidden fees

XL Downsizer homes 
at Phillip Island
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Community consultation has 
opened – until April 6 – on the con-
struction of proposed social hous-
ing in Cowes.

A notice has been erected on the 
vacant land between Roydon Road 
and Wyndham Avenue by Commu-
nity Housing Limited (CHL), a not-
for-profit community housing pro-
vider, to develop the 1599 sqm land 
to build five two-bedroom dwellings 
and remove 12 trees.

Building of the houses will start 
late this year, with completion ex-
pected by the end of 2024.

Bass Coast Shire owns the 97m-
long road reserve, with the shire 
currently undergoing a road closure 
process.

“CHL will enter into a 30-year 
lease with the council and will be 
responsible for the operation and 
maintenance of the development 
for the duration of the lease,” CHL 
states.

“The project will provide accom-
modation for low-income house-
holds with accessibility provisions 
for the less mobile.”

The project will be delivered and 
funded through the state govern-
ment’s Big Housing Build, with the 
Planning Minister the responsible 
authority and not Bass Coast Shire.

Following consultation, the project 

will be assessed by the planning de-
partment on behalf of the minister.

According to CHL, more than 33 
per cent of households renting in 
Bass Coast are under rental stress 
– higher than the regional Victoria 
average – and 565 people are on the 
social housing waiting list in this 
region.

Neighbours
Neighbour John said while he had 

nothing against community hous-
ing he was concerned at the narrow 
three-week community consulta-
tion process.

“My objection is that a double 
block with over 12 trees and abun-
dant native flora and fauna is going 
to be destroyed, and five units built 
over the next 18 months,” John said.

“Would be nice to know how much 
the ratepayer is getting out of the 
30-year lease of our asset.”

On social media others suggested 
the trees would be removed whether 
it was a private or government proj-
ect.

“Personally I would rather house 
a few families in need in the current 
housing crisis than keep trees and 
possums alive,” Jeremy said.

Rob asked why it was a 30-year 
lease and whether rates would be 
levied and the shire didn’t simply 

sell the land.
“Better for the council to have sold 

the land outright and put the funds 
toward the Aquatic Centre or simi-
lar,” Rob said.

Garry responded the build would 
bring money into the local area and 
employ people.

CHL said the terms of any lease 
were yet to be finalised but the land 
and the assets would be owned by 
the shire.

Funding
Councillors in 2021 voted in sup-

port of social housing, with land 
made available for free or at a dis-
count by the shire for the homes to 
be built.

The shire confirmed CHL would 
build up to 18 homes in Cowes and 
Wonthaggi for social housing fol-
lowing $3.6 million in state govern-
ment funding last year.

The new homes will be allocated 
to people who have applied for hous-
ing through the Victorian Housing 
Register.

Last year Wyndham Avenue resi-
dents said a “wildlife corridor” and 
parkland should not be destroyed 
for the social housing construction.

Details: chl.org.au/about-us/our-
developments/cowes-phillip-island-
victoria/

After numerous delays, there is 
still no date for the CFA to move into 
its new Cowes fire station.

The delay will impact a variety 
of community groups who will be 
moving into the Settlement Road 
site once it is vacated.

Meanwhile the CFA has also ad-
dressed concerns the new station is 
a flood risk.

Previously expected to be com-
plete by spring 2021, the on-again, 
off-again opening was then revised 
to October last year.

Last week a CFA spokesperson 
said the station’s construction had 
entered its final stages.

“CFA expects to receive a certifi-
cate of occupancy as soon as possi-
ble to allow the brigade to begin op-
erating from the new site,” they said, 
explaining drainage issues and the 
pandemic had delayed the opening.

The CFA has a lease on the exist-
ing Settlement Road station until 
June 2023 and “remains committed 
to working with council to return 
the property to it within the lease 
period”, they added.

The CFA building will be refur-
bished for use by the Artists Society 
of Phillip Island Region (ASPIR), 
Phillip Island Arts and Crafts Gal-
lery, Phillip Island Contemporary 
Exhibition Space (PICES) and Boo-
merang Bags.

Boomerang Bags is currently op-
erating out of a private home, after 
it was left homeless when the Phil-
lip Island Community and Learn-
ing Centre in December moved out 
of its Church Street premises to its 
new home on Warley Avenue.

$185,000 was allocated in the 
2022/23 Bass Coast Shire budget to 
refurbish the CFA building.

A shire spokesperson last week 
said they were working with com-
munity groups who will use the 
refurbished building to ensure that 
the final design meets their require-
ments.

“However, we cannot start any 
work until the CFA moves into their 
new building, the completion date of 
which is still unknown and council 
continues to seek updates from the 
CFA,” they said.

Flood risk
On social media, local residents 

expressed concern the new Ventnor 
Road fire station was a flood risk, 
with the concrete entry on the same 
level as the road, with no guttering.

Don said he was recently driving 
past and saw “a lot of water laying 
on the road entrance to the fire sta-
tion”.

“Looking at the site there’s no 
proper drainage because it’s level. 
There is no cross fall,” Don said, 
adding he formerly worked for Vi-
cRoads.

“This issue is urgent. Whenever 
you build you must check out the 
drainage first. 

“The next big rain will see that 
section of road flooded. Please fix 
the drainage before it’s too late.”

The CFA spokesperson said CFA 
had been working with VicRoads 
and the shire “to implement both 
short- and long-term resolutions to 
the flooding issue at the Phillip Is-
land Station site”.

“To reduce overflow of stormwater 
at the station, the drainage channel 
out the front has been cleared and 
deepened. This will increase the ca-
pacity of the retention of stormwa-
ter on the site,” they said.

The new community garden in 
Blue Gum Reserve has been delayed 
by two months.

Previously set to open by the end 
of this month, Bass Coast Shire last 
week provided an update to say it 
will be completed by May.

The garden was relocated to Blue 
Gum Reserve as there was not suffi-
cient space at the new Phillip Island 
Community and Learning Centre 
(PICAL) site in Warley Avenue.

PICAL had to move as its old site 
in Church Street was purchased by 
the state government for the new 
community hospital.

A shire spokesperson confirmed of-
ficers had been working with garden 
volunteers to progress the project. 

“Our goal is to have the shed and 
accessible toilet installed by the end 
of March or early April, subject to 
weather and material availability,” 
the spokesperson said.

“Following this, we plan to install 
perimeter fencing, pathways, and 
water tanks, with a projected com-
pletion date of May.”

PICAL president Jeff Floyd issued 

a one sentence response: “PICAL 
is looking forward to the ultimate 
completion of the Phillip Island 
Community Garden.”

The total project cost is $384,107, 
including council’s contribution of 
$239,343, an RSL contribution of 
$106,000 and a PICAL contribution 
of $38,764.

More Newhaven Primary School 
kids are set to increase their social, 
emotional and leadership skills and 
create positive change in their com-
munities, as they launch into a third 
year of delivering the Kids as Cata-
lysts program.

Newhaven Primary School teach-
ers shared their experiences to grow 
the program in three other schools 
across Bass Coast – Bass Valley, 
Wonthaggi North, and Powlett Riv-
er, as part of a professional develop-
ment day supporting teachers and 
educators to deliver the program in 
their schools.

Bass Coast Community Founda-
tion chair Phil Friedlos said the 
growth of the program is a credit to 
Newhaven Primary School and the 
other local teachers and schools’ 
commitment delivering it, as well as 
the growing support of local com-
munity organisations.

“The 78 grade five and six students 
involved in last year’s program have 
clearly demonstrated improvements 
in positive social and emotional 
skills, connections and engagement 
with the community, and greater un-
derstanding and practice of leader-
ship skills,” he said.

“These are exactly the reasons the 
Foundation is funding the program 

– to help grow aspirations and com-
munity connections for local kids.

“We are very proud to continue to 
support Kids Thrive, a forward-look-
ing local organisation, to have such 
a positive impact on the lives of chil-
dren’s mental health and wellbeing.

“A huge thank you also to the 17 
local community organisations and 
volunteer groups who have supported 
the program and provide such a posi-
tive experience for the kids,” Phil said.

Bass Coast Kids as Catalysts is an 

evidence-based program that uses 
creativity to engage and educate 
children, supporting young people 
to be positive change makers and 
leaders by partnering with local 
organisations to deliver community 
action projects.

You can see the program in action 
at Newhaven Primary School in a 
short video: vimeo.com/789142492.

Follow the Bass Coast Commu-
nity Foundation on Facebook or go 
to bccf.org.au.

The new community garden in 
Blue Gum Reserve has been de-
layed by two months.
Previously set to open by the end 
of this month, Bass Coast Shire 
Council said it will now be com-
pleted by May.

Community garden 
further delayed

On social media, local residents expressed concern the new Ventnor 
Road fire station was a flood risk, with the concrete entry on the same 
level as the road, with no guttering.

Still no D-day for CFA

Staff and team members from the Kids as Catalysts team, and prin-
cipals and educators from the four participating schools, Bass Valley, 
Powlett River, Wonthaggi North and Newhaven Primary at Kilcunda 
Community Centre.

Newhaven leads the way 
for Kids as Catalysts

The road reserve between Roydon Road and Wyndham Avenue is set to be developed by Community Housing 
Limited (CHL), a registered community housing organisation, into five dwellings, removing 12 trees.

Cowes social housing 
consultation kicks off
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There’s no need to travel to see a medical specialist. 
We off er consultations and treatment with these experts in 
their fi elds at Wonthaggi Hospital and Phillip Island Health Hub.

Unless indicated, specialists run public clinics. To see them, your medical practitioner can refer you by emailing 
Access@basscoasthealth.org.au or fax 03 9102 5307. To see a private specialist, phone their number stated. 

— GENERAL SURGERY —

— ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY —

— WOMEN’S HEALTH —

— ONCOLOGY —

— CARDIOLOGY - RAPID ACCESS CLINIC —

— CARDIOLOGY - ATRIAL FIBRILLATION —

— HAEMATOLOGY —

— NEPHROLOGY — — OPHTHALMOLOGY —

— GERONTOLOGY — — GASTROENTEROLOGY —

— PLASTICS — — PAIN & PALLIATIVE — — UROLOGY —

— DERMATOLOGY —

— STRESS ECHOES —

— CARDIOLOGY - CHRONIC —

Dr Sarah Birks,
Breast & General

Surgeon

Dr Kostas 
Syrrakos,

General Surgeon

Dr Naseem 
Mirbagheri,

General Surgeon

Dr Andy Gray, 
Hepatobiliary, 
Pancreatic & 

General Surgeon

Dr Melissa 
Beitner, 

General & 
Bariatric Surgeon

Dr Saifulla Syed, 
Breast & 

General Surgeon

Mr Travis Ackermann,
Hepatobiliary, Pancreatic 

& General Surgeon. 
* Private. Phone 5671 3175

Dr Chandika 
Wewelwala,

Breast & General
Surgeon

Dr Carmen Brown,
Clinical Director of 
Women’s Health
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Gastroenterologist

& Hepatologist

Dr Jessica Ryan,
Nephrologist

Dr Juli Jaw,
Nephrologist

Dr Liv Amos,
Nephrologist

NEPHROLOGY

* All Ophthalomologists are private. Phone 5672 4300.

Dr David Ehrlich,
Ophthalmologist

Dr Ross MacIntyre,
Ophthalmologist  

OPHTHALMOLOGY 

Dr Himanshu 
Solanki,

Ophthalmologist

Dr Andrew Shaw,
Ophthalmologist

Mr Brian Loh, 
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

Mr De Juan Ng,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Mr Rabi Solaiman,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Mr Andrew Gong,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Mr Ruchith Dissanayake,
Orthopaedic Surgeon 

Mr Dan Fisher,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Dr Osama Elsewaisy,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Mr Kosta Calligeros,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Mr James Canty,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Prof. Hany Elsaleh, 
Radiation Oncologist

Dr Mitchell Chipman, 
Medical Oncologist

Unless indicated, specialists run public clinics. To see them, your medical practitioner can refer you by emailing 
Access@basscoasthealth.org.au or fax 03 9102 5307. To see a private specialist, phone their number stated. 

Dr Owen Niall,
Urologist,

* Private. Phone 
9415 6299

Dr Foti Sofiadellis,
Plastic and 

Reconstructive 
Surgeon

PLASTICS

Dr Corry DeNeef, 
Pain Management 

WOMEN’S HEALTH UROLOGYPAIN SPECIALIST

Dr Jessica Holden,
Consultant 

Obstetrician &
Gynaecologist

Dr Carmen Brown,
Clinical Director of 
Women’s Health

Dr Jodi Keane,
Gynaecologist

Dr Carolyn 
Wilde, 

Gynaecologist 

Dr Colin Sabau,
Gynaecologist,

* Private. Phone 
9508 6084

Dr Angeline Leet,
Cardiologist

Dr Chris Anthony,            
Stress Echoes

Prof. David Kaye,
Cardiologist

Dr Hitesh Patel,
Cardiologist

Dr Peter Bergin,
Cardiologist

Dr James Hare,
Cardiologist

Dr Caitlin Cheshire,
Cardiologist

Dr Sarah Gutman, 
Cardiologist

STRESS ECHOESCARDIOLOGY - RAPID ACCESS CLINIC

There’s no need to travel to see a medical specialist. 
We offer consultations and treatment with these experts in 
their fields at Wonthaggi Hospital and Phillip Island Health Hub.

GENERAL SURGERY

Mr Travis Ackermann,
Hepatobiliary, 

Pancreatic & General 
Surgeon. * Private. 
Phone 5671 3175

Dr Kostas 
Syrrakos,
General              
Surgeon

Dr Andy Gray, 
Hepatobiliary, 
Pancreatic &  

General Surgeon

Dr Chandika 
Wewelwala,

Breast & General 
Surgeon

Dr Sarah Birks,
Breast &          
General              
Surgeon

Dr Naseem 
Mirbagheri,

General Surgeon

Dr Melissa Beitner, 
General & Bariatric 

Surgeon

Dr Saifulla 
Syed, General 

Surgeon 

Dr Andrea Knox, 
Medical Oncologist 

Assoc. Prof. Victoria Mar,
Dermatologist

Prof. Mark Shackleton, 
Medical Oncologist

Assoc. Prof. Andrew      
Haydon, Medical Oncologist

ONCOLOGY DERMATOLOGY

Dr David Bertovic,
Cardiologist

CARDIOLOGY - ATRIAL FIBRILLATION CARDIOLOGY - CHRONIC

Dr Hariharan Sugumar, 
Cardiologist

Dr Nalin Dayawansa, 
Cardiologist Prof. Peter Kistler,

Cardiologist
Dr David Chieng, 

Cardiologist
Dr Liang-han Ling,

Cardiologist
Dr Sandeep Prabhu, 

Cardiologist

Dr George Grigoriadis,
Haematologist

HAEMATOLOGY

Dr Abbey Willcox,
Haematologist

Dr Ahmad Zargari,
Haematologist

Dr Jonathan 
Zimmerman,
Geriatrician

Dr Alvin Tay,
Geriatrician

Dr Brenton Tay,
Geriatrician

GERONTOLOGY

Dr Anton Rajadurai,
Gastroenterologist & 
Endoscopist * Private. 

Phone 5671 3175

GASTROENTEROLOGY

Dr Matt Kitson, 
Gastroenterologist

& Hepatologist

Dr Jessica Ryan,
Nephrologist

Dr Juli Jaw,
Nephrologist

Dr Liv Amos,
Nephrologist

NEPHROLOGY

* All Ophthalomologists are private. Phone 5672 4300.

Dr David Ehrlich,
Ophthalmologist

Dr Ross MacIntyre,
Ophthalmologist  

OPHTHALMOLOGY 

Dr Himanshu 
Solanki,

Ophthalmologist

Dr Andrew Shaw,
Ophthalmologist

Mr Brian Loh, 
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

Mr De Juan Ng,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Mr Rabi Solaiman,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Mr Andrew Gong,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Mr Ruchith Dissanayake,
Orthopaedic Surgeon 

Mr Dan Fisher,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Dr Osama Elsewaisy,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Mr Kosta Calligeros,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

Mr James Canty,
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon 

* All Ophthalomologists are private. Phone 5672 4300* All Nephrologists are private. Phone 5671 3175
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Council Update

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | PO Box 118, Wonthaggi 
VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or via the National Relay Service on 
13 36 77 | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au | www.basscoast.vic.gov.au 

Notice of Intention to discontinue roads

Cowes (reference F23/1161)
Notice is hereby 
given in accordance 
with Section 206 and 
Schedule 10(3) of the 
Local Government Act 
1989 to commence 
procedures for the 
discontinuance of a 
Road Reserve between 
Roydon Road and 
Wyndham Avenue 
Cowes, an area of 
approximately 1535m2, 
as shown by the green shaded area on the plan above.

Wonthaggi (reference F23/1162)
Notice is hereby 
given in accordance 
with Section 206 and 
Schedule 10(3) of the 
Local Government 
Act 1989 to commence 
procedures for the 
discontinuance of a 
Road Reserve between 
Ivor Street and Back 
Lane Henry Street 
North Wonthaggi, an 
area of approximately 
2400m2, as shown by the green shaded area on the plan above.

Submissions
If discontinued, Council proposes to retain the land from the Road 
for affordable housing purposes. Any person affected by the Road 
discontinuance may make a written submission quoting the relevent 
reference number addressed to Bass Coast Shire Council and sent by email 
to basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au or by post to PO Box 118 Wonthaggi 
3995 or delivered to the Council office at 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi. 
Council will consider submissions received by 12 noon on 26 April 2023.

Any person who has made a written submission to the Council and 
requested that they be heard in support of the written submission, 
is entitled to appear in person or by a person acting on their behalf 
before a Committee of the Council. All submissions will be considered in 
accordance with section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. Enquiries 
to: Vicki Tuchtan, Coordinator Property on the numbers below or by 
email at property@basscoast.vic.gov.au.
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Goose shootings
A Coronet Bay resident 

called on councillors to 
support alternative ways 
to control Cape Barren 
geese populations other 
than shooting.

Resident Joy Button said 
the state department of en-
vironment had authorised 
permits to shoot geese on 
land in Agar Road, Coro-
net Bay, surrounded by 
residential homes.

“I am unaware other 
means of reducing the 
wildlife, such as harvest-
ing of eggs, haven’t been 
implemented,” Joy said.

“Can the community 
be advised by council of 
planned dates of shoot-
ing?

“Why have no other al-
ternative plans such as 
those stated in council’s 
wi ld l i fe /env ironmenta l 
plan 2021 been implement-
ed?”

CEO Ali Wastie replied 
it was a government is-
sued permit and concerns 
about alternate options 
should be directed to the 
department.

Dis-engagement?
The shire’s CEO has 

dodged a question on if 
and when community 
council meetings will re-
start, which were can-
celled in the wake of Co-
vid.

Resident Kevin Griffin 
said community connec-
tion sessions were “valu-
able engagement opportu-
nities”.

“When will council rein-
troduce proposed agenda 
item lists, and community 
connection sessions?” he 
asked.

CEO Ali Wastie replied 
council recently adopted 
its communications and 
engagement strategy 
“which outlines how it will 
continue to engage with 
the community”.

When released last year, 
the strategy stated rate-
payers said they were 
concerned “community 
engagement should be re-
spected and actually uti-
lised to shape council ac-

tions”.
Ratepayers also said 

the shire should be “clear 
when engaging what in-
fluence community can 
have”.

Rhyll path
A Rhyll resident has 

questioned councillors 
about a controversial path 
through the town, calling 
for it to be paused.

About 100 Rhyll resi-
dents in a town meet-
ing recently “gave a very 
clear thumbs down” to the 
planned path, which will 
run from Conservation 
Hill to McIlwraith Road, 
then to Beach Road.

Resident Andrew Mar-
ston asked where the 
current path route origi-
nated, as it does not fol-
low the routes previously 
proposed by council and 
informed by community 
consultation.

“Will council commit to 
pausing all further work 
until such time as they 
have properly engaged 
with the community to 
address their concerns 
and also discuss potential 
significant cost savings of 
the order of $250,000,” An-
drew asked.

CEO Ali Wastie said 
council adopted its tracks 
and trails strategy in No-
vember last year.

“Council will be under-
taking further community 
engagement on this proj-
ect before proceeding fur-
ther,” she said.

Recycling
Melissa Dagg ques-

tioned whether the shire 
complied with EPA regu-
lations on the disposal  of 
solar panels and wind tur-
bine blades.

Ms Wastie replied the 
shire did not accept or dis-
pose of any waste it cur-
rently is not licenced for.

Silent partners
Bass Coast Shire coun-

cillors gave in-principal 
support for a new partner-
ship policy to guide exist-
ing and future community 
partnerships.

Each year, the shire allo-

cates about $2.6 million in 
cash and in-kind support 
through 174 partnerships 
with community groups, 
industry bodies and 
events, including $1.4 mil-
lion in subsidised rent of 
council-owned facilities.

Partners are invited to 
provide feedback on the 
draft before council con-
siders the policy at the 
May meeting.

Special charge scheme
There were 10 questions 

at the council meeting on 
the proposed Surf Beach 
Sunderland Bay special 
charge for road upgrades.

All 10 were not read out 
at the meeting, but in-
cluded in the minutes, and 
received the same answer: 
“Councillors will consider 
and debate all aspects and 
implications of this issue 
as part of Council’s agen-
da.”

Councillors at the meet-
ing voted to progress one 
of three options to be cost-
ed.

Susie Wicks asked about 
the format of the question 
– “if I do not agree with the 
special charge scheme” – 
council will pose.

“Will it be a simple yes/
no box or an open-ended 
question?”

Geoff and Pauline Park-
er agreed asking whether 
any future survey would 
include a yes/no question 
of “are you opposed to all 
three proposed options?”.

Maxine Sando asked if 
the cost for the proposed 
special charge would be 
capped, “bearing in mind 
that construction costs 
will increase before the 
project” starts.

“How will the protected 
Shearwater colony at Surf 
Beach be managed,” she 
asked.

Tania Edmonds asked 
what the cost penalties for 
people who can’t pay are 
“as budgets are already 
strained”.

Natasha Dunston ques-
tioned whether the shire 
had researched alterna-
tives to bitumen and kerb 
and channel.

COUNCIL BRIEFS

A research project undertaken on Phillip Is-
land is the focus for two students at Gippsland 
Region Public Health Unit (GRPHU) on place-
ment from Deakin University.

Megan Dodds and Aoife McHugh are both 
studying their Masters of Dietetics and are 
using their placement opportunity to identify 
opportunities to improve healthy eating and 
drinking options at venues throughout the re-
gion.

The focus for Megan and Aoife during their 
time with the GRPHU will be to upscale healthy 
food and drink choices when eating out, in-
formed by a pilot project previously undertaken 
with eateries on Phillip Island.

“The aim of this project is to support the nutri-
tional wellbeing of the community by increas-
ing the number of healthy options available and 
support customers to identify the most nutri-
tious options when eating out,” Ms Dodds said.

With an interest in nutrition and healthcare, 
both were delighted to have the opportunity to 
understand the role of local public health units 
(LPHUs) in disease prevention.

With the role of the GRPHU now extending 

far beyond COVID-19 outbreak management, 
Operations Director, Annelies Titulaer, said 
LPHUs throughout Victoria were also now sup-
porting positive change in disease prevention 
and population health.

“The GRPHU works with local partners and 
stakeholders across the region to keep our com-
munities healthy, safe and well,” Ms Titulaer 
explained.

“We use local knowledge, community-based 
relationships and direct engagement to inform 
locally tailored and developed interventions to 
improve population health outcomes.”

Ms McHugh decided to pursue nutritional sci-
ence after completing her Bachelor degrees in 
both nursing and veterinary science.

“I realised I am passionate about providing 
others with evidence-based nutrition advice 
and would like to work to decrease the burden 
of diet-related disease,” she said.

“The GRPHU staff are passionate, extremely 
knowledgeable and welcoming. We look for-
ward to supporting the nutritional wellbeing 
of the Gippsland community during our place-
ments.”

Healthy eating a focus for visiting dietetic students

Megan Dodds and Aoife McHugh are dietetic students on placement at the Gippsland Region, 
who will focus on a research project undertaken on Phillip Island during their placement.



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W E D n E S D A y,  M A R c H  2 9 ,  2 0 2 3 1 1

Bass Coast College 
San Remo Campus
85 Potters Hill Rd San Remo
www.basscoast.vic.edu.au

Information 
Evening for 
prospective 
students 
and families 
(grade 5&6)
Tuesday, April 4, 6pm
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5 6 – 5 8  T H O M P S O N  AV E N U E ,  C OW E S
P H :  0 3  595 2  3 9 2 2
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I N F O @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D F N .C O M . AU

2 3  H O P E  WAY,
C OW E S
$ 1 ,0 5 0,0 0 0

All the thought that has gone into this property 
means you dont have to do a thing. Set over a single 
level with higher than standard ceilings creates the 
ideal oasis in this crazy world. With easy access to 
Cowes golf club and Silverleaves foreshore. The 
stunning views easterly over the Nitts only adds to 
this extremely sought after location. With double 
glazed windows creating a very warm and inviting 
environment. The larger than normal garage with an 
extra carport means storage is just simpler. The home 
is 3 yrs old so peace of mind mind with the remaining 
4 yrs of warranty, 6kw of solar to help with the cost 
of living.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD   
0412 712 034

PR ICED  TO  SELL

3  G I L M O R E  S T R E E T,
S M I T H S  B E AC H
$ 1 ,070,0 0 0

The quality of a great property is how the residence 
interacts with its surrounds and this beautifully 
presented property is an excellent example of an 
indoor/outdoor setting that works exceptionally 
well together. The property is tucked away in a 
quiet court and is only a short walk to Smiths Beach 
and general Store. Complete with a private low 
maintenance landscaped yard. Complete with 4 
spacious bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 separate living 
zones, reverse cycle heating & cooling, double 
carport, secure yard and an easy 5 minute drive back 
into Cowes.

CONTACT KENDALL O’GAREY  
0410 595 130 ENTERTA INER ’S  DEL IGHT

MORE STOCK URGENTLY NEEDED.

Who was Johnny Gayfer, racegoers at Woola-
mai this weekend may well say, when they see 
an intriguing race name on the program for the 
Phillip Island Health Hub race day at Woolamai 
on Saturday.

Yes, Race 2 is called “There was only one 
Johnny Gayfer”.

The answer to that question, say his grieving 
mates, is a much loved and larger than life char-
acter, who was a mainstay at the outings their 
tight knit group shared together at the Woola-
mai picnic races for over 20 years, and who will 
never be forgotten by them.

Johnny passed away in 2021.
He was certainly one of a kind, says close 

friend Noel Henderson.
“What better way to pay tribute to Johnny 

than by sponsoring a race at the course he loved 
in his name and in his memory,” Noel comments.

Particularly as the group were unable to at-
tend his funeral because of Covid restrictions 
back in 2021.

It was Noel, involved at the Woolamai Surf 
Life Saving Club since the 90s, who instigated 
the enduring Woolamai race day tradition the 
group of 10 family and friends have enjoyed to-
gether for over 20 years.

“Johnny was always the life and soul of the 
event,” he comments.

“He organised all of the food, packed the es-
kies; and all of the beer as well.

“He was a catering legend, cooking up a storm 
for all our big events.”

In fact the pair, who met during their univer-
sity days, ran a catering business together for a 
while.

It was called Over Cater.
And over cater was what the larger-than-life 

Johnny did. Both keen fishermen, Noel and 
Johnny named the boat they shared OverCater 
as well.

While Johnny loved going to the races, he was 
not big on betting, his mates say.

“He would have a bet on the long shots; but it 
was the social side of the day that appealed to 
him.”

Noel and Johnny’s mates will catch their usual 
race day bus to Woolamai this Saturday – as 
per the tradition followed for many years – but 
there’s a slight change of plan this year.

They’re going corporate for this occasion, in a 
course marquee complete with a tribute banner.

Johnny’s spirit will no doubt loom large on the 
day as they drink a beer or two in his honour, 
and hopefully it might urge a few of the long-
shots he would have backed on to greater things.

Specially designed stubby holders have been 
created for the event.

A song, written by mate Dennis Miller, com-
posed in Johnny’s honour, will no doubt be sung 
lustily after Race 2 is run.

Johnny’s three children will also be trackside 
to make the trophy presentation.

This coming Woolamai Race Day, the legend 
of the one and only Johnny Gayfer will certainly 
live on.

The race day is a fundraiser for the Phillip Is-
land Health Hub Auxiliary, with proceeds going 
to the Health Hub, Urgent Care Centre and the 
new community hospital.

Phillip Island’s Community 
Orchard (PICO) Harvest Fes-
tival held last Saturday was a 
great success.

A feature of the annual event 
this year was a tree care and 
grafting workshop run by 
Craig Castree, vice president 
of the magnificent Werribee 
Park orchard.

With 100 fruit trees now well 
established in the community 
orchard, the workshop was 
well received and timely.

Rhyll resident and PICO 
member Jacki Hood, brought 
along a cutting from an his-
toric 100-year-old pear tree in 
Rhyll, which was grafted by 
Craig on to a tree in the or-
chard, thus enabling this piece 
of history to continue to flour-
ish.

The Phillip Island Commu-
nity Orchard was established 
10 years ago, on land near 
Wimbledon Heights that is 

leased from Westernport Wa-
ter, and has proved to be an 
ongoing success.

Since then it has matured 
into a very beautiful place, 
tended by 40 or so PICO mem-
bers, who also have individual 
plots where they grow their 
own fruit and vegetables.

Unlimited access to recycled 
water has contributed to the 
success of the orchard, and 
the production of strong and 
healthy trees and plants over 
the ten-year period.

A highlight on Saturday was 
harvesting a number of boun-
teous apple and pear trees. 
Other species also flourishing 
in the orchard include apricot, 
peach, plum, lemon, lime, or-
ange, mandarin, grapefruit, 
pomegranate, fijoa and nashis 
– and berries are also grown.

“The orchard is a very popu-
lar place for members to come 
and go to,” says PICO president 

Annette Mackenzie, with 25 
plots allocated for individual 
use.

“The place is so popular that 
there is a waiting list for plots 
to become available,” she com-
mented.

During the year, PICO mem-
bers tend their own plots; set 
up a share table at the monthly 
general maintenance working 
bees; and benefit from four 
workshops held annually by 
gardening experts.

The highlight annually is 
however, the Harvest Festival, 
celebrated on Saturday after 
the apple and pear harvest 
with a barbecue picnic and live 
music provided by local talent 
Cassandra Cradddock.

A number of PICO’s activi-
ties are generously sponsored 
by Westernport Water.

islandorchard.wordpress.
com or www.facebook.com/
islandorchard/

There was only one 
Johnny Gayfer

Race 2 at the Phillip Island Health Hub 
races at Woolamai on April 1st has been 
named “There’s only one Johnny Gayfer” by 
mates who have sponsored the race. Johnny, 
a keen fisherman, passed away in 2021.

Picnic harvest at 
community orchard

Craig Castree – horticulturalist with 40 plus years’ experience, conducted a workshop for 
members at the Phillip Island Community Orchard Harvest Festival on the weekend. Work-
shop topic was grafting and fruit tree pruning and management. More photos at pisra.com.au
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A new Women’s Friendship Café 
has started at the Phillip Island 
Community and Learning Centre in 
Cowes.

Friendship Café Coordinator 
Donna Boucher started the group 
in February, meeting once a week at 
PICAL’s new Warley Avenue home, 
Wednesday 9.30am-12.30pm.

“We all start by sitting around 
having a cuppa, tea or coffee and 
just having a chat. We share stories 
about our lives and we discuss a lot 
of subjects,” Donna says, adding 
women can drop by or stay the three 
hours.

No booking is required and there 
is no limit on numbers and so far 
about 10 women across all ages and 
all backgrounds have joined, from 
young mothers in their mid-20s, to a 
woman in her 80s who felt isolated, 
as well as new residents to the island.

Donna brings fruit, cakes, dips and 
biscuits, adding flowers to the table, 
and so there is a gold coin donation.

She has already created a book 
exchange and in coming weeks will 
offer scrapbooking through to vi-
sion boards, while there are plans 
to teach knitting, cooking and self-
defence and add guest speakers.

“It’s a fun place for women to gath-
er, with no criteria to join. It’s about 
meeting new people and having a 
space where they feel comfortable 
to come to, with no judgement, to 
laugh, cry and ponder.”

Donna is a life coach and says it’s 
“part of my nature to ask questions,” 
but the café is not about her job.

“My life experience and my coach-
ing skills help women but it’s not the 
focus.”

Background
Several years ago Donna was re-

covering from a painful divorce 
when she joined a women’s friend-
ship group in Pakenham, which had 
up to 40 women and which she loved 
so much she eventually co-ordinat-
ed.

“Through the divorce I lost a lot of 
friends and family and had to start 
again,” she says.

“I made a lot of friendships in 
that group. It lifted me up and I re-
alised that this is my calling: to help 
other women, whether they’re going 
through divorce or other circum-
stances or just after a friendship.”

The mother-of-three and grand-
mother-of-one moved to Cowes last 
year, quickly seeing the same need 
for a friendship café here, for women 
to make time for themselves.

So far the PICAL group has dis-
cussed favourite movies, children, 

grandchildren, pets, and “other 
things we have loved or not liked so 
much in our lives” and a chat about 
menopause “had us in fits of laugh-
ter”.

“Talking with other women helps 
to embrace the changes of body and 
life, and to be gentler as we age.

“There are several experienced 
women to guide us with their wis-
dom. We talk about life experiences, 
whether you’re a mother or a single 
women.

“The café can also be a place where 
you can escape from the difficult 
things in your life for an hour or two, 
to just stop have a break and say hi to 
some friendly faces or seek guidance 
for help in areas of your life

“You are surrounded by help at 
PICAL and we can refer you to the 
appropriate resources.”
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The Phillip Island World Vision 
club has raised $5500 for the World 
Vision Turkiye and Syria Earthquake 
Appeal.

Members and friends of the club 
were rostered to collect donations 
over three weekends in March.

“We are very grateful to Coles in 
Cowes and IGA in San Remo for per-
mitting us to collect at their premises, 
and thankful for the community’s 
generosity,” a club spokesperson said.

Due to the generosity of donors 
World Vision teams and local part-
ners on the ground are providing life-
saving essentials to survivors of this 
terrible disaster.

So far 19,155 people have received 
heating supplies, 12,753 people have 
received ready-to-eat hot meals and 
11,985 people have received vouchers 
to buy food and other essentials.

World Vision has also provided 
shelter, warmth, first-aid and other 

disaster related activities.
Anyone wishing to contribute to 

the Phillip Island World Vision Club’s 
appeal can make a donation to their 
bank account: World Vision Austra-
lia – Phillip Island Club. BSB 633000   
Account 189180375.

Kindly reference any donation 
‘Earthquake’, and if you require a re-
ceipt email John Hendrie, Treasurer 
at piworldvision@gmail.com

Phillip Island World Vision Club 
supports the work of World Vision 
Australia both here and overseas.  
They meet on the second Wednes-
day of each month and welcome new 
members.

Friends of PIWVC are a second tier 
of supporters who help the Club as 
needed.

For enquiries regarding member-
ship please email our Secretary, 
Christine Hammond: piworldvision@
gmail.com

Christine Hammond (left) and Ruth Routley collecting at Coles for the 
World Vision Turkiye and Syria Earthquake Appeal

World Vision 
earthquake appeal

Women’s Friendship Café Coordinator Donna Boucher. The group meets 
once a week at PICAL in Warley Avenue on Wednesday, 9.30am – 12.30pm

Women’s Friendship 
Café at PICAL
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RE-FURBISHED ANTIQUE
TIMBER FURNITURE

RE-CLAIMED
TIMBER FURNITURE

Call 0418 173 388 for a free quote  |  Shire wide pick up and delivery
Factory 3/5, Harvey Drive

www.thewoodwizardcowes.com  |  bob_hee@hotmail.com

HYPNOTHERAPY IS A FAST  
AND EFFECTIVE TREATMENT FOR:

0490 308 983   |   susan@wildertherapies.com.au   |   www.wildertherapies.com.au

Focus on  a brighter,  
clearer, happier future for you.

• Insomnia and sleep disorders

• Clearing negative habits such as smoking

• Managing stress and anxiety

• Identifying emotional blockages

• Releasing issues from the past

• Creating new goals and paths to success

• Focusing on study and career achievements 

• Provides a sense of deep relaxation  
and clarity

JD
02290A

A

Susan from Wilder Therapies provides 

therapeutic support for a wide range 

of issues including relationship, family 

conflict, grief and loss, rebuilding after 

divorce, mental health, substance mis-

use and specialist family violence and 

trauma.

Clinical hypnotherapy and counselling 

is available at Health on Course,  

8/28 The Concourse. Phone 0490 308 983  

or visit www.wildertherapies.com.au  

to book now.

EXPLORE THE CONCOURSE
Advertising Feature

Bob Hee is undoubtedly a 
wizard with wood.

Hence the name “The Wood 
Wizard” on the door of his 
factory premises in the indus-
trial estate.

His great love is furniture 
restoration and antique furni-
ture in particular, but he can 
turn his hand to anything, 
from making furniture to or-
der for a particular space, to 
letter boxes, bird houses and 
trophy shields at the other 
end of the scale.

Bob’s love of wood dates 
back to the 1960s when he 
undertook a five-year appren-
ticeship after leaving school, 
with a chair and couch maker.

He won the Apprentice of 
the Year award at the end of 
his training, for two Chippen-
dale chairs, which he still has, 
that he made from scratch.

His first job was with a 
company called Danish De-
Luxe making teak furniture; 
and from there he went into 
furniture sales.

It is safe to say that Bob 
knows the furniture business 
inside out.

Although he moved across 
to industrial sales – he and 
his wife Robyn operated a 
first aid and safety supplies 
business for three decades 
– he kept his hand in with 
woodworking, his first love, 
building up an enviable ma-
chine and tool collection in 
this pursuit over the years.

On retirement in 2013, Bob 
and Robyn moved to Phillip 
Island in 2018, where he de-
cided to turn his love of wood 

into a retirement past time.
He purchased a factory in 

Harvey Drive and has been 
operating out of it ever since.

Over the past seven years 
Bob has built up a very ap-
preciative clientele, mostly 
restoring much loved furni-
ture pieces.

It’s what he loves best, with 
dining suites a particular 
specialty.

“I enjoy restoring as much 
as making new furniture for 
clients. It is a hobby as much 
as a job,” he comments enthu-
siastically.

Virtually anything re-
quired in timber, Bob can do. 
Wooden shields for sporting 
groups are a specialty.

Bob can be found in his 
factory five days a week, in 
the morning from 10.30am 
to 12.30pm, and is back after 
lunch from 1.30pm to 5pm. He 
offers a pick-up and drop-off 
service for clients, anywhere 
in the Bass Coast Shire.

The Wood Wizard is lo-
cated in the Concourse, at 5 
Harvey Drive, Cowes. Bob 
can also be contacted on 0418 
173 388.

Bob Hee is a wizard with wood. Virtually anything that 
requires using timber, Bob can do. Restoring much loved 
pieces of furniture is a specialty, but he is just adept at 
making something new. 

A wizard with wood
Susan Wilder is a clinical 

hypnotherapist and counsel-
lor providing support for anx-
iety, depression, family and 
relationship, grief and loss, 
substance misuse and trauma.

“Wilder Therapies is an 
inclusive and welcoming 
environment where we ac-
knowledge that survivors of 
trauma, grief and loss and 
violence are of all ages, abili-
ties, genders, sexes, spiritual 
and religious, racial and cul-
tural identifiers,” said Susan.

“My passion is to empower 
people in their emotional and 
mental wellbeing.”

During her career, Susan 
has worked extensively with 
individuals, families, youth 
and children, as a counsellor 
and family support practi-
tioner and brings this expe-
rience to support her com-
munity in Phillip Island and 
surrounds.

Hypnotherapy and counsel-
ling helps to manage anxiety 
and depression and provide 
relief from fears and phobias, 
stop smoking or other addic-
tions.

“Hypnosis creates a state of 
deep relaxation and comfort, 
allowing your subconscious 
to respond to gentle guidance 
and verbal suggestion of the 
therapist,” Susan explained.

“The sessions focus on 
shifting blockages to create 
a clearer, happier, more hope-

ful state of mind.”
Clinical hypnotherapy can 

help you:
• Break behavioural pat-

terns
• Improve sleep, insomnia 

and nightmares
• Achieve your goals and 

improve study and exam rou-
tines

• Reframe past negative ex-
periences

• Manage IBS
• Reduce stress
Susan will work with you to 

“identify your inner strengths 

and create goals for what you 
would like to achieve within 
therapy”.

In person and Zoom ap-
pointments available. Con-
cession available for health/
pension card holders, chil-
dren. Private health funds 
may be rebated.

Wilder Therapies is located 
with Health on Course, 8/28 
The Concourse, Cowes.

To book, call Susan on 0490 
308 983 or book online at 
www.wildertherapies.com.
au/contact

Susan Wilder is a clinical hypnotherapist and counsellor 
providing support for anxiety, depression, family and rela-
tionship, grief and loss, substance misuse and trauma.

Focus on a brighter, 
clearer future
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CUSTOM
EXHIBITIONS, 
DISPLAYS &
ACTIVATIONS

106 THE CONCOURSE
COWES 3922

CALL OR VISIT
0419 896 840

JD02375AA 1

• Ready to burn dry split hardwood  
$250 per cubic metre plus delivery

• Garden mulch $65 per metre  
plus delivery

• Tree pruning & removal  
• Tree reports • Stump removal  

• On sitemulching • Garden makeovers
• Timber slabs

A L L  S E R V I C E S  P R O V I D E D  
B Y  A  C E R T I F I E D  I V  

Q U A L I F I E D  A R B O R I S T

Servicing Phillip Island and San Remo

PHONE US NOW ON 

0427 052 173

19 Harvey Drive Cowes

JD
02368A

A
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Accident 
Repairs 

Insurance 
& Private

Monday-Friday  
8.00am-4.30pm

BRIAN WITKOWSKI
2 Shorland Close, Cowes

Phone: 5952 1010
info@phillipislandbodyworks.com.au

h ll slan
o yworks

JD
02372A

A

15

JO
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14

- Marine engine servicing, all makes
- Trailer Servicing

- Fibre glass repairs
- Authorised SavWinch Stockist

Ph 5981 2002
22 Harvey Dr, Cowes

JD
02382A

A

13

Swim Lessons &  
Aqua Fitness/Pilates.

JD
02320A

A

2 4  T H E  C O N C O U R S E ,  
C O W E S  V I C  3 9 2 2

 0 4 0 0  6 6 2  7 2 2

12

92 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes and  
886 Phillip Island Rd, Newhaven

5952 3855
M-F 7:30am-5:00pm;  
Sat 8:00am-3:00pm;  
Sun 9:00am-1:00pm;  
PH 9:00am-1:00pm
www.bggc.com.au

JD
02384A

A

11

JD
02341A

A

Luke Hinrichs
FACTORY 3, THE CONCOURSE

10

JD
02336A

A

Custom Timber Furniture
Home Renovations  |  Landscaping

0438 077 814
 @bearandwoodaus
37 The Concourse

17

Island Premium Laundry offer all  
your laundry needs from general house  
washing to your pet beds or blankets.

We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,  
call 0417 150 566 or  

email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

Factory 3, 17-19 The Concourse cowes

JD
02383A

A
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Monday to Friday 8am to 4pm
0417 598 968

12 Industrial Way, Cowes
www.phillipislandwaste.com.au

JD
02385A

A
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Interior Design 
Studio & Showroom

• Taps, Tiles, Vanities, Basins
• Cabinetry & Stone Selections

• Window Furnishings & Flooring
• Wallpaper & Artwork

• Custom Furniture & Upholstery
5/26 The Concourse     |     5951 9829

JD
02378A

A

2

JD
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A

RE-FURBISHED ANTIQUE
TIMBER FURNITURE

RE-CLAIMED
TIMBER FURNITURE

Factory 3/5, Harvey Drive 
0418 173 388

www.thewoodwizardcowes.com
bob_hee@hotmail.com

4

Opening Times: 
Monday – Friday 7am – 5pm

Saturday 8am – 3pm
Sunday Closed

(03) 5952 5633
phillipisland@bowens.com.au 83-85 Settlement Rd, Cowes

Specialising in Timber, Hardware  
& Innovative Products for your next build.

Deliveries & Pick Ups available.

JD
02295A

A

5
JD

02293A
A

P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U
H E L L O @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

6

Factory 3/87-89 Settlement Rd

5932 0604

JD
02337A

A

THE NUMBER ONE 
REPAIR CENTRE

Lawn mower  
& garden  
machinery
repairs,  
service  
& parts

7

At Cowes Total Car Care Centre, we 
are committed to providing a wide 

range of services to keep your vehicle 
running smoothly and reliably.  

Whether you need routine maintenance 
or major repairs,  

we have the expertise and equipment  
to get the job done right.  

Contact us today to schedule an  
appointment and experience the  

Cowes Total Car Care Centre  
difference.

1/27 The Concourse, Cowes (03)  
5952 2059, 5952 2491

Log Book Servicing

Tyres – Wheel Alignment

Airconditioning Servicing  
(ARC Authorisation Number: AU23153)

Batteries

Mechanical Repairs

24hr Vehicle Towing

RACV Roadside Assistance

RACV Pre-purchase 
inspections

Latest Autel Scantool – 
Comprehensive engine 
diagnostic tool

Latest Hunter Wheel 
Alignment Machine

JD
02369A

A

TOWING & MECHANICAL REPAIRS

8

Bass Coast Mechanical 
& Towing Service

(03) 5952 2721
neely4@bigpond.com
116-118 Dunsmore Road, Cowes

JD
02386A

A

9

INTRODUCING SUSAN WILDER  
COUNSELLING & CLINICAL 

HYPNOTHERAPY
• Massage   • Scenar 

• Myotherapy   • Chiropractic 

NEW YOGA CLASSES

Book online or direct 5952 5686    |   8/28 The Concourse    |    www.healthoncourse.com.au

JD
02322A

A
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C&K WELDING & FABRICATION.
3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922
03 5900 2995  |  CNKWELDING@OUTLOOK.COM

C&K
WELDING & 
FABRICATION
MILD STEEL, STAINLESS STEEL, 
ALUMINIUM AND METAL FABRICATION

C&K WELDING & FABRICATION.
3/96 DUNSMORE RD, COWES, 3922

JO01858AA 22

31 The Concourse, Cowes
0409- 454 003  |  0416 199 372  |  nabbdev@gmail.com

Trade Price
Windows

BASS COAST

ALUMINIUM WINDOWS AND DOORS
Servicing Bass coast – Supply and Installation available

Single and double Glazed – Alfresco’s
Sliding doors – Sliding windows – Awning windows

French doors – Servery windows

JD
02

38
0A

A 23

With a strong combination of experience 
and skills, the team at McHenry Motors 
bring a fresh, friendly yet very professional 
and efficient approach. 
We offer service and repair with a focus on 
good old-fashioned values and honesty.

McHenry Motors are currently looking  
to hire a qualified mechanic. 

7/28 The Concourse, Cowes 3922
03 5952 5077   |   mchenrymotors.com.au

JD
02377A

A

24

When it comes to the Crunch …

Shayne Gislingham – 3/100 Dunsmore Road, Cowes

Servicing the Island for 37 years.

JD
02370A

A

Island Panels Smash Repairs

3

EXPLORE 
THE 

CONCOURSE
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Swim Lessons available 
for all ages & abilities
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Load size
Bags up to 70 litres

120 litres

240 litres

All other vehicle loads 
charged at trailer rates

Trailers

up to 6 x 4

over 6 x 4

All tandem trailers

Domestic waste

$3.50
$6.50

$13

$18.50

Green waste

$1
$2
$4

$6

$15 $25 $35

$20 $35 $50

$25 $50 $95

Cowes Recycling Bank
Waste disposal fees
Monday – Tuesday: 10.30am - 3.30pm
Wednesday – Thursday: 1.00pm - 5.00pm
Friday – Sunday: 10.30am - 3.30pm 

All municipal, commercial and industrial waste loads larger than the above, including trucks and skip bins, will 
only be accepted at Grantville.

Recycling*

E-waste $5 each Free e-waste - TVs, computers, computer 
parts, printers, tablets, mobile phones

Free

Mattress or base - single $10 Whitegoods Free

Mattress or base - double, queen, king $20 Fluorescent light bulbs and tubes Free

Batteries - car and household Free Scrap metal Free

Paper, cardboard, plastic bottles and 
containers, glass bottles and jars, aluminium 
cans and foil, aerosol cans and steel tins

Free Paint tins - scraped empty with lid off Free

Motor oil (up to 20 litres) Free

*Conditions apply Site Operator’s decision is final

Children and dogs must remain in vehicles at all times
•	All directions from Site Operator must be followed •	Council reserves the right to refuse any load

Cnr Settlement Road and Dunsmore Road, Cowes

5.00

Load size

Bags up to 70 litres

120 litres

240 litres

All other vehicle loads 
charged at trailer rates

Trailers

up to 6 x 4

over 6 x 4
All tandem trailers

Green waste

$1.50

$2.50

$4.50

$6.50

$16 $26.50 $37

$21 $37 $52.50
$26.50 $52.50 $98

Domestic waste

$4

$7

$14

$19.50

Recycling*
E-waste $5.50 

each
Whitegoods 
*appliance degassing fee

Free 
POA

Mattress or base – any size $32.50 Batteries – car and household Free

Fluorescent light bulbs $0.50 Motor oil (up to 20 litres) Free

Fluorescent light tubes $1.00 Scrap metal Free

Paper, cardboard, plastic bottles and 
containers, glass bottles and jars, aluminium 
cans and foil, aerosol cans and steel tins

Free Paint tins – scraped empty with lid off Free

Polystyrene – Domestic Waste rates apply POA

All municipal, commercial and industrial waste loads larger than the above, including trucks and skip bins, will only be
accepted at Grantville.

*Conditions apply Site Operator’s decision is final

2022/23

www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/waste

Load size
Bags up to 70 litres

120 litres

240 litres

All other vehicle loads 
charged at trailer rates

Trailers

up to 6 x 4

over 6 x 4

All tandem trailers

Domestic waste

$3.50
$6.50

$13

$18.50

Green waste

$1
$2
$4

$6

$15 $25 $35

$20 $35 $50

$25 $50 $95

Cowes Recycling Bank
Waste disposal fees
Monday – Tuesday: 10.30am - 3.30pm
Wednesday – Thursday: 1.00pm - 5.00pm
Friday – Sunday: 10.30am - 3.30pm 

All municipal, commercial and industrial waste loads larger than the above, including trucks and skip bins, will 
only be accepted at Grantville.

Recycling*

E-waste $5 each Free e-waste - TVs, computers, computer 
parts, printers, tablets, mobile phones

Free

Mattress or base - single $10 Whitegoods Free

Mattress or base - double, queen, king $20 Fluorescent light bulbs and tubes Free

Batteries - car and household Free Scrap metal Free

Paper, cardboard, plastic bottles and 
containers, glass bottles and jars, aluminium 
cans and foil, aerosol cans and steel tins

Free Paint tins - scraped empty with lid off Free

Motor oil (up to 20 litres) Free

*Conditions apply Site Operator’s decision is final

Children and dogs must remain in vehicles at all times
•	All directions from Site Operator must be followed •	Council reserves the right to refuse any load

Cnr Settlement Road and Dunsmore Road, Cowes

5.00

Load size

Bags up to 70 litres

120 litres

240 litres

All other vehicle loads 
charged at trailer rates

Trailers

up to 6 x 4

over 6 x 4
All tandem trailers

Green waste

$1.50

$2.50

$4.50

$6.50

$16 $26.50 $37

$21 $37 $52.50
$26.50 $52.50 $98

Domestic waste

$4

$7

$14

$19.50

Recycling*
E-waste $5.50 

each
Whitegoods 
*appliance degassing fee

Free 
POA

Mattress or base – any size $32.50 Batteries – car and household Free

Fluorescent light bulbs $0.50 Motor oil (up to 20 litres) Free

Fluorescent light tubes $1.00 Scrap metal Free

Paper, cardboard, plastic bottles and 
containers, glass bottles and jars, aluminium 
cans and foil, aerosol cans and steel tins

Free Paint tins – scraped empty with lid off Free

Polystyrene – Domestic Waste rates apply POA

All municipal, commercial and industrial waste loads larger than the above, including trucks and skip bins, will only be
accepted at Grantville.

*Conditions apply Site Operator’s decision is final

2022/23

www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/waste
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EXPLORE THE CONCOURSE
Advertising Feature

Helping your child respect 
and enjoy being in the water 
is a lifelong investment, which 
offers incredible rewards.

Phillip Island Swim School 
offers swim lessons for chil-
dren of all ages and abilities.

Run by Lawri and Lucas 
Piera, the school has taught 
thousands of local children to 
swim since it started five years.

For the past three and a half 
years, the school has been 
in the Concourse, offering 
classes for children aged four 
months and up, in its heated 
17-metre pool.

Head coach Lawri is a fully 
qualified swimming teacher 
and primary school teacher, 
who loves working with chil-
dren and helping them reach 
their full potential, in and out 
of the pool. She says teach-
ing children to swim is about 
more than water skills.

“Swimming improves chil-
dren’s essential skills, like 
balance, posture, coordina-
tion and concentration,” Law-
ri explained.

“It also helps in the early 
development of fine and 
gross motor skills.

“Learning water safety and 
how to swim are life saving 
and lifelong skills.”

Lessons for babies up to age 
three or four include parents in 
the pool and aim to teach the 
children to swim independent-
ly. Older children are grouped 
by their ability, and lessons are 
customised for each child’s in-
dividual goals and needs.

“Our coaches are good at 
giving one-on-one attention 
to every child in every lesson.”

The school offers preschool 
classes (four months to five 
years) Monday to Saturday 
mornings, between 9am and 
1pm. School aged classes 
run Monday to Friday from 
3.45pm to 6.45pm.

“A lot of kids at the start 
won’t even want to get wet or 
put their face in the water,” 
Lawri said.

“By the end of term, they’re 

swimming freestyle down 
the pool.”

Parents are welcome to 
visit the centre and observe 
a class, or “come and try” 
to decide if the lessons are 
right for their child. Private 
lessons are available for chil-
dren with NDIS funding.

Phillip Island Swim School. 
4/24 The Concourse, Cowes. 
Call 03 5952 3078.

Cowes Recycling Bank ac-
cepts all sorts of household 
waste for recycling and dis-
posal. Whitegoods, scrap met-
al and batteries can all be re-
cycled for free; charges apply 
to recycle other items such as 
e-waste, mattresses and fluo-
rescent light bulbs or tubes.

Household recyclables such 
as paper, cardboard, plastic 
bottles and containers, glass 
bottles and jars, aluminium 
cans and steel tins cans can 
all be recycled at no cost – 
very handy when you’ve had 
visitors and your kerbside 
Recycling bin is full!

You can also empty your 
120L red-lidded Landfill bin 
for just $7 ($14 if you have the 
larger 240L bin) as domestic 
waste is accepted at Cowes 
Recycling Bank (up to 0.35cu-
bic metres – or a standard car 
boot load).

Local businesses can use 
the Recycling Bank to recy-
cle cardboard for free, which 
is taken direct to Visy to be 
made into new cardboard 
products. Polystyrene can be 
recycled at Cowes Recycling 
Bank (charges apply).

Council recently introduced 
a new drop off service for 
glass only – by putting glass 
bottles and jars in a separate 
bin, more of them can be re-
cycled into new products.

Due to site constraints and 
safety considerations, trucks 

are not permitted to access 
Cowes Recycling Bank. It 
cannot accept any building or 
renovation waste – including 
bricks, asbestos, concrete, 
tiles, timber and toilets.

Other items that cannot be 
accepted include furniture, 
gas bottles and fire extin-
guishers, tyres, non-mulch-
able garden waste and soil or 
clean fill – you can dispose of 
these items at the Grantville 
Transfer Station.

Sorting your waste and re-
cyclables into separate types 
before you arrive helps to re-
duce waiting times. Custom-

ers are required to unload 
their own vehicles; items lon-
ger than 1.8 metres in length 
or single items weighing over 
25kgs may not be accepted 
– and the site operator’s de-
cision is final. Check before 
your visit if you’re not sure 
about a particular item.

For more information on 
what can be recycled at Cowes 
Recycling Bank, or for any 
other waste and recycling 
queries, visit Council’s web-
site www.basscoast.vic.gov.
au/wastefacilities or contact 
Council’s Waste Services team 
on 1300 BCOAST (226 278).

Make the most of 
your recycling bank

Cowes Recycling Bank accepts all sorts of household waste 
for recycling and disposal and household recyclables can 
be recycled at no cost. You can also empty your 120L red 
Landfill bin for just $7.

Getting into the swim of it

Lessons for babies up to age three or four include parents in 
the pool and aim to teach the children to swim independently.

School aged classes run Monday to Friday from 3.45pm to 
6.45pm. “By the end of term, they’re swimming freestyle 
down the pool,” says coach Lawri Piera.
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Support the businesses at the  of our community

R E A L  E S T A T E

FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM. AU  5952 3922

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALE S APPRAISAL  
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL .

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

H O M E

FURNITURE OUTLET COWES
 SALE NOW ON

BEATS PRICES IN MELBOURNE 
Furniture Outlet. P/L. 153 Thompson Ave. Cowes. 

0402 042 576.

MATTRESSES  
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE AT GREAT PRICES 

Queen/double/ single/ king single/king size
PLUS Beds / tallboys /bedside chests. Etc. etc.
DELIVERY AND TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE

JD
01411A

A

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

LK
00

41
5A

A

Elsvana Hair Studio 
A private modern luxe studio with one on one service 

Call 0448 867 387 to make an appointment 
Bayview Grande Arcade, 16 The Esplanade, Cowes.

B E A U T Y

JEWELLER

Shop 2, 69 Chapel St, Cowes : 5678 5788

Gifts
Custom Designs

Repairs
Watch Batteries

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  

LK
00
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A

F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

For all your refi nancing or home loan 
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.

Gabriel Caffi eri – Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffi eri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669 
thecentrecowes 

@hotmail.com

All MORNING MELODIES  
planned for Cowes

at 223 Settlement Road

HAVE BEEN CANCELLED.
Dates planned are:

Fri. 14/4 – John Rowles Tribute
Fri. 12/5 – Oldies but Goodies 50s, 60s & 70s 

Fri. 9/6 – Olivia Newton John/ 
Shirley Bassey Tribute

Also, the Saturday Night Live “Back to the 80s”
planned for Saturday 29th April is also cancelled.
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www.WeArePhi l l ip Is land.com.au
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Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

F O O D  &  D R I N K

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

Open 7 days from 7am
24 Phillip Island Rd, 
Newhaven
3925espresso.com.au

Private functions welcome
thejettyphillipisland.com   |   thejettyphillipisland@gmail.com

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au   |   03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS 
ON THE ISLAND” 

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! 

ORDERS 5907 6796
RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U
H E L LO @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U

0412 297 500     www.connect2electrical.com.au

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?

San Remo | 5952 5379
info@printitfast.com.au
www.printitfast.com.au

Shop Local
Support Local
PRINT LOCAL

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry 
Self-Service 
NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes , 
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF 
with the CODE: LOCAL15

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8 -10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:

8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910 
to make an appointment!

Ranfurlie B&B Weekender Ranfurlie B&B Weekender 
is a quiet retreat located in the heart of Cowes.  

Offering 3 large bedrooms incl a twin.  
For $150 per night per room. 

Wake up to a continental breakfast with full access  
to the kitchen day and night.

This is a family friendly establishment with  
plenty to see and do for all.

For reservations and availabllity, 
please call 0434 174 251

•

•

•

•

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

Stockdale & Leggo

45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922
P 03 8583 4701
E phillipisland@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

Phillip Island I San Remo

3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo VIC 3925
P 03 8583 4701
E sanremo@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/sanremo

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO
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SATURDAY 1ST APRIL 

                GATES OPEN AT 11.00AM

All bookings on line - www.woolamairaces.com.auwww.woolamairaces.com.auAll bookings on line www.woolamairaces.com.auwww.woolamairaces.com.au

Bring your family and friends to the beautiful venue at Woolamai Picnic Races 

Monies raised will help the Phillip Island Health Hub and Phillip Island help Phillip Island Health Hub and Phillip Island 
Community Hospital provide the best facilities & resources for our health care!

     With thanks to the Phillip Island & San Remo Advertiser for their continued support

Cheers to our sponsors!      The Big Wave   No Fuss Event Hire     Bass Strait Direct        Cheers to our sponsors!Cheers to our sponsors! The Big Wave   No Fuss Event
Johnstone & friends    Performance Property Advisory    Family & Friends of J Gayfer                          
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THE PULSE
Events, entertainment and community news

Health Hub race day
Come and enjoy country racing at its finest at 

Woolamai this Saturday, and support the Phil-
lip Island Health Hub Woolamai Race Day. 

The Woolamai Race Course, set in a pictur-
esque country setting at the foot of the Bass 
hills with tranquil views over the surrounding 
farmland, is just a 30 minute drive from Cowes.

Or catch the special race day buses from Cow-
es and San Remo, run by South Coast bus lines. 

On course facilities are outstanding.
There’s shaded areas under lovely old elm 

trees, with picnic tables available or you can 
bring a rug and foldout chairs and sit on the 
lawn area.  A great day of racing is always as-
sured, with full bookmaker and TAB facilities 
on course for those who like a flutter. 

The kids are well catered for with children’s 
entertainment. 

And two bars and kiosks run by local sport-
ing clubs provide a wide variety of great food 
and refreshments at very reasonable prices.

The day presents a great opportunity for the 
Phillip Island Health Hub Auxiliary to raise 
funds for both the Hub and the new community 
hospital, and our community is urged to come 
along and assist with this important cause. Fa-
cilities such as chemotherapy and renal dialysis 
will be available, when the new hospital opens.

This week, Jan Child CEO of BCH,  has ad-
vised that planning for the new hospital is pro-
gressing well.

An early works program being undertaken 
by TS Constructions over the last few weeks 
has prepared the site for construction with site 
benching undertaken to ensure the Health Hub 
and adjoining new hospital are at the same 
street level. Bass Coast Health has advised the 
tender process for the main works is on track 

and it’s anticipated the main works contractor 
will be appointed in the coming weeks.

Fundraising efforts will be ongoing by BCH 
and the Phillip Island Hub Auxiliary to ensure 
that when the building is ready to open mid to late 
2024, the community will have access to state-of-
the-art equipment, and therapeutic gardens.

Race Day details
The Health Hub Race Day is on Saturday 

April 1. Gates open at 11am. General admission 
ticket is $15, with children under 16 free.

You can purchase your ticket online: country.
racing.com/calendar/2020-03-15/woolamai-
picnic-race-day or buy at the gate on the day.

Special race day bus services are available 
from Cowes and San Remo. Bookings are es-
sential. Call South Coast bus lines on 5952 2500.
/ Sponsored article /

On Easter Saturday morning, April 8, the Li-
ons club of Phillip Island will be holding a fund-
raising BBQ outside Cowes IGA, from 8am, to 
raise funds to help defeat childhood cancer.

IGA have generously set aside part of their 
carpark fronting Thompson Avenue for the 
event.

Part of the Australian Lions Biggest BBQ 
2023, this event in Cowes will help raise funds 
to combat childhood cancer.

Many of the other 1200 Lions Clubs across 
Australia will be running similar BBQs through-
out 2023 to add their contributions to this fight.

Since 1996, Lions Australia Childhood Can-
cer Research Fund (ALCCRF) has contributed 
over $12 million to childhood cancer research. 
This effort has helped the development of safer 
and more effective blood stem cell transplanta-
tion for leukaemia patients following chemo-
therapy, leading to shorter hospitalisation and 
more rapid recovery.

The ALCCRF has now announced it will pro-
vide $1.05 million of funding to the Telethon Kids 
Cancer Centre.

Chair of the Telethon Kids Institute, the Hon. 
Julie Bishop said, “we are so grateful for Aus-
tralian Lions Childhood Cancer Research Foun-
dation’s support. This $1.05 million in funding 
will enable the Telethon Kids Cancer Centre 
to continue its leading research into childhood 
cancer – particularly in the area of cancer immu-
notherapy, which focuses on supercharging the 
body’s natural defences to destroy cancer cells.”

Lions Club of Phillip Island also welcomes the 

assistance provided by Bakers Delight in Cowes 
for this battle against kids’ cancer.

If you would like to get involved in any of the 
Lions Club Community Service activities on 
Phillip Island please email lionsclubphillipis-
land@gmail.com, or phone 0433 191 654.

There are exciting times ahead for Bass Coast 
and surrounds, as Bass Coast Landcare Net-
work prepares to host this years’ Sustainability 
Festival at the River Garden in Bass.

This year, local groups, businesses, organisa-
tions and community members are invited to 
participate in a one-day festival-style event on 
Sunday May 21 from 10am to 3pm, with gold 
coin entry donation for participants.

“Unlike 2021’s festival which was held online 
and in person over six weeks due to covid re-
strictions, we are looking forward to a more 
engaging event with lots of community connec-
tion this time,” said organiser Lisa Wangman of 
the Bass Coast Landcare Network.

“The theme for the 2023 Festival is ‘Empow-
ering People to Adapt’. With rises in the cost of 
living, erratic weather, and environmental sys-
tems in decline, now is the time to find better 
ways of living a little lighter on our earth.

“If you have a business, group or offering that 
can help our community respond to changes 
in our climate in positive ways, then we would 
love to hear from you.”

The festival is also looking for innovative, 
interactive demonstrations that visitors to the 
festival can participate in, as well as engaging 
speakers for the festival stage, which will fea-
ture live presentations throughout the day.

The festival is a chance for local communi-
ties across Gippsland and beyond, to speak to a 
massive audience, to share their products, mis-
sion or passions.

Energy and water efficiency, zero waste op-
tions, recycled/recyclable products, sustainable 
gardening and farming, innovative housing so-
lutions, electric vehicles and more will all be 
showcased at this year’s Festival.

The Festival location at the River Garden is 
an exciting space in itself, with swales of veg-
etables, herbs and fruit trees, a nuttery and 
orchard, all surrounded by the beautiful Bass 
River.

Applications for stallholders, food, demon-
strators and presenters will be open very soon 
at the Festival website www.basscoastland-
care.org.au/sustainabilityfestival2023.html

Express your interest by filling out an appli-
cation form.

“Hosting a stall or interactive demonstration 
at the market is a great opportunity to not only 
sell your wares but to connect directly with fu-
ture customers,” Lisa explained.

“People can connect with the face of your 
business and learn how and why you do what 
you do.

“There are also various sponsorship opportu-
nities available for businesses that would like 
to increase their reach into the community by 
association with the Festival and Landcare.”

If you would like to discover, learn about, 
and implement sustainable actions into your 
life to save yourself some hard-earned cash or 
increase your comfort, then there is definitely 
something in this year’s festival for you.

This event is supported by Bass Coast Shire 
Council and run by the Bass Coast Landcare 
Network.

For more information about the Sustainabil-
ity Festival head to www.basscoastlandcare.
org.au/sustainabilityfestival2023.html

For all enquiries, please contact Lisa Wang-
man, Education, Training and Communica-
tions Manager for Bass Coast Landcare net-
work at lisa.wangman@basscoastlandcare.
org.au

Country racing 
at its finest

Lions President Steve Munro and IGA Cowes 
Owner Phill Behre join the fight against 
kids’ cancer. The Lions Club will hold a fund-
raising BBQ outside IGA Cowes on Easter 
Saturday Morning, April 8, from 8am.

Early works on the site of the new commu-
nity hospital are preparing the site for con-
struction, with soil and vegetation removal 
complete. Money raised at the Health Hub 
Auxiliary race day will go towards the hub, 
UCC and the new community hospital.

Lions and IGA Cowes join 
to fight childhood cancer

The River Garden in Bass is the location for this year’s Sustainability Festival on Sunday, May 21.

Bass Coast Sustainability 
Festival is back for 2023
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Events, entertainment and community news

Last Friday, Cowes Primary School celebrat-
ed National Ride 2 School Day with an incred-
ible turnout of students who rode, skated, or 
scooted to school.

The school said a record-breaking number of 
students participating in the active commute, 
and it was great to see so many students and 
families enjoying an active and safe travel to 
school.

“The event was a fantastic community event, 
with many parents, teachers, and community 
members coming together to support the stu-
dents,” said Principal Rodney McKenzie.

“The Phillip Island Bicycle Users Group 
(BUG) played an important role in the event 

by assisting students in riding safely to school. 
Their support was greatly appreciated, and it 
helped to make the event a safe and enjoyable 
experience for everyone.”

Cowes Primary School would like to thank 
the Island Grocer for supplying fresh fruit for 
the students.

“This healthy treat was a wonderful way to 
start the day and helped to fuel the students for 
their busy day of learning,” Mr McKenzie said.

Owen Bentley from BUG said it was fantastic 
to see so many kids riding to school.

“It was a pleasure to be able to help out. Let’s 
make every day #ride2schoolday on Phillip Is-
land, and around Australia.”

Newhaven Primary School has been busy 
celebrating Harmony week.

Throughout the week, students have 
learned about the school community’s cul-
tural connections across the grades.

This culminated in a fun day, where the Ne-
whaven kinder kids were also invited to join 
in the festivities. What a wonderful day with 
children showing “everybody belongs’ in har-
mony.

Harmony week celebrations

Cowes Primary rides to school

Newhaven Primary celebrates Harmony Week. Photo: Craig Bester.

Prep parent Nithia creating cultural paint-
ing with rice flour, with Xavier and Hudson 
looking on. 

Newhaven Kindergarten children joined 
in the Harmony Week celebrations with a 
sack race.

A record-breaking number of students participating in the active commute, with students 
and families enjoying an active and safe travel to school.

Grade 6 students at Cowes Primary School, 
Raven, Eliza and Ella, getting ready for Ride 
to School day.

Members of the Phillip Island Bicycle Users 
Group (BUG) were on hand to help students 
ride safely to school.

Bass Coast College was very proud to have 
some fantastic student representation during 
the recent Moomba Festival in Melbourne.

As part of the Moomba Festival, the Aus-
tralian Skateboarding Leagues hosted their 
Melbourne finals during the eighth annual 
Moomba Street Championships at Riverside 
Skate Park.

Following a successful qualifying event on 
the Saturday, 14-year-old Ted Stapleton tore it 
up to impress both the crowds and the judg-
es and was one of only eight boys invited to 
participate in the under 16s division finals the 
next day.

Nailing some seriously impressive moves 
and competing with great competition, it was 
fantastic to see Ted’s skills in this field earning 
him an honourable fourth place in the final.

A further six students from Bass Coast Col-
lege – Alex Beale, Dylan and Neva Cleary, 
Rhiannon Orchard, Noah Robertson and Jef-
frey Yu – took part in the amazing and colour-
ful Moomba Parade. These students marched 
as part of the Victorian State Youth Brass 
Band (VSYBB), which is composed of stu-
dents from across the state and run through 
the incredible dedication of Skunkworks 
Community.

The VSYBB is made up of young brass and 
percussion players who come together to re-
hearse once a month, make lifelong friend-
ships and produce some high-quality music 
for gigs which they have more than a hoot 
performing throughout the year.

Brilliant efforts and contributions Bass 
Coast College!

Moomba Magic for Bass 
Coast College students

Harmony Day was celebrated at San Remo 
Primary School on March 21.

Students and staff dressed in a splash of 
orange and participated in activities that fo-
cussed on inclusiveness, respect and a sense of 
belonging for everyone.

The school’s Student Support Leaders ran in-
clusive games and activities in the yard at recess 
and lunchtime, with music playing and student 
working together. Activities included dodge ball, 
parachute games and a scavenger hunt. 

Teachers planned Harmony Day activities 
in their classroom where there was collabora-
tion, togetherness and understanding of the 
multiculturalism of our local community and 
beyond.

Lauren Hamer, Disability Inclusion and Well-
being Leader at San Remo Primary School 
said, “Harmony Day is a great opportunity for 
us to celebrate who we are and what we stand 
for, ensuring everyone feels a sense of belong-
ing, within our school and community.”

Harmony Day at San Remo 
Primary School

The whole school coming together to celebrate that “Everyone Belongs”, on Harmony Day 
at San Remo Primary.

Sisters, Harli and Sienna, and siblings 
Frankie and Monty with Alex, coming 
together during the playtime, as part of San 
Remo Primary’s Harmony Day activities.

Evie, Gemma and Scarlet working together 
and having fun, as part of Harmony Day 
activities at San Remo Primary School.

Six students from Bass Coast College – Alex Beale, Dylan and Neva Cleary, Rhiannon Or-
chard, Noah Robertson and Jeffrey Yu marched in the Moomba Parade as part of the Victo-
rian State Youth Brass Band (VSYBB), which is composed of students from across the state.
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LAUNDRY SERVICES
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Island Premium Laundry offer all  
your laundry needs from general house  
washing to your pet beds or blankets.

We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,  
call 0417 150 566 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

LAWN MOWING
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

CONCRETER
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CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

BLINDS & CARPET

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

A: 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes       
T: 5952 1488       

W: southcoastfurnishings.com.au  
E: sales@southcoastfurnishings.com.au     

SOUTH COAST   

CONCRETER
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Luke Hinrichs
FACTORY 3, THE CONCOURSE

CONCRETER
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* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain

* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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CLEANING

www.eighthelement.com.au

Airbnb & accommodation

Linen service

Commercial cleaning

Vacate cleans

cleaning

0421 665227

email: info@eighthelement.com.au

Sharon Elliott
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EARTHMOVING

LK
00

03
2A

A
0418 418 615

Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

CARAVAN REPAIRS

• ALL MAKES AND MODELS
• CUT AND POLISHING

• SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES
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AIR CONDITIONING
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DEMOLITIONS

• DEMOLITIONS • EXCAVATIONS 
• BOB CAT  • TREES • CONCRETE CUTTING 
• BULK BINS SUPPLIED • HIRE OR CONTRACT
• EXCAVATORS – 0.8, 5 TON, 15 TON & 20 TON

FREE QUOTES 0416 705 154
BRICE CONTRACTING COWES

JD
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COMPUTER REPAIRS

JD02128AA

SALES, REPAIRS & UPGRADES TO PC & MAC
PC & Mobile Accessories, Ink & Toner
Exetel NBN & Mobile Reseller partner

Modems, Routers, WiFi powerline & extenders
Web, Mail & Domain hosting services

130 Silverleaves Ave   |   Ph 5953 23312
Open 9 to 5 Weekdays, Sat 9 to 12

EST. 1994

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

CHIMNEY/FLUE CLEANING

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

Island Flue Island Flue 
CleaningCleaning

0488 522 950   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com  RICHIE & DI LAING
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CARPENTER

0432 220 766
Renovations  Bathrooms  Kitchens  Decks  Pergolas  Feature Fences

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Timber window  
& door restoration
Construction, glazing

Cabinet renovation or 
construction
Small carpentry repairs

0417 629 271

Old fashioned quality, workmanship and service
Retired Master Builder QBCC Lic no 24775(Qld) 

BLINDS/SHUTTERS

ISLAND SHUTTER  
and BLIND COMPANY

• Interior/Exterior Shutters & Blinds
• Soft Furnishings
• Design Consulting
• Complimentary Measure & Quote

Jennifer 0400 221 327

ADVERTISING

I have been able to test 
that the advertising is working, 

as according to Westernport 
Water we have about 

5000 more permanent residents 
than before COVID.

A couple of new ones had found 
me by word-of-mouth,  but in 
January I wasn’t sure I was 

going to survive in business, so 
the advertising has defi nitely 
been working, and things are 

looking up again.

Dale, Waterfront Computers

CAR REMOVAL

JD00050AA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY YOU*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED

BASS COAST RECYCLERS
5672 2946   0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

CARPET CLEANING

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic

• Rental bond specialists • Fast, efficient service

JD
00
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2A

A

0415 106 443   5956 6888
islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981
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STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBERRELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

LAWN MOWING

LK
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64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

LAUNDRY SERVICES
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Island Premium Laundry offer all  
your laundry needs from general house  
washing to your pet beds or blankets.

We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,  
call 0417 150 566 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LK
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PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

LAWN MOWING

LK
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

ROOFING
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• Domestic & Commercial • Repairs
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
• Aluminium Gutter Guard • Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
METAL ROOFINGMETAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

TILING/LANDSCAPING

JO
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• Paving & Coping

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

CONCRETER
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Luke Hinrichs
FACTORY 3, THE CONCOURSE

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

ROOF REPAINTER

COWES ROOF 
REPAINTERS

JD
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COWES
ROOF REPAINTS

Metal & Tile
Roof Restoration

0431 992 027
julianbird8@gmail.comjulianbird8@gmail.com

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995

LK
00

29
0A

A

EARTHMOVING
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

DEMOLITIONS

• DEMOLITIONS • EXCAVATIONS 
• BOB CAT  • TREES • CONCRETE CUTTING 
• BULK BINS SUPPLIED • HIRE OR CONTRACT
• EXCAVATORS – 0.8, 5 TON, 15 TON & 20 TON

FREE QUOTES 0416 705 154
BRICE CONTRACTING COWES

JD
02005AA

PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

PAINTER
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Free Quote, servicing Bass Coast,
Mornington and South East Suburbs,  
over 30 years experience, residential  

and commercial painting services.  
Contact Brett Moss.

Phillip IslandPhillip IslandPhillip IslandPhillip Island

LAWNS & GARDENSLAWNS & GARDENSLAWNS & GARDENSLAWNS & GARDENS

LAWN MOWING

JD
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A0400 500 4150400 500 415

SOLAR

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496
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DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

POOLS

SPARKLING CLEAR
Pool Service

Gary Gaskin
0407 053 311 • gary.gg@bigpond.com

• Pool Maintenance
• Tiling & Coping Repairs
• Equipment Replacement
• Renova� ons

SPARKLING CLEAR
Pool Service
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HANDYMAN
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SJC HOME MAINTENANCE
Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small

Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495
www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

MARINE MECHANIC
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www.topwatermarine.com.au   |   topwatermarine@yahoo.com
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

• Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs
• Accessory Installations and electrical work

• Trailer servicing and modifications
• Anchor winches    • Boat detailing    • Insurance work

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching 
or just not sliding properly?

Now Servicing Phillip Island 

>  Timber & Aluminium 
Sliding Doors

>  Bi Fold Doors 
>  Cavity Doors 
>  Wardrobe Doors

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

>  Security Doors
>  Track & Roller 

Replacements 
>  Screen Replacements 
>  New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Ph 0438 538 244
info@asdrm.com.au

www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

HEATING AND COOLING

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 

03 5672 2426
enquiries@easyair.com.au

Service, Installation and Repairs
Air conditioners, Heaters & Electricals

AU33404

HOME MAINTENANCE

FLATPACK ACEFLATPACK ACEACE

A helping hand
Can turn a nightmare into a dream

With Flatpack assembley

Out-door
Furniture
Home/Office
Furniture
Garden
Furniture
Domestic
Sheds

0402 304 767 Servicing
Bass Coast
& Surrounds

LANDSCAPING & EXCAVATION

JD
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Excavation, landscaping 

Call Peter 0418 265 615 
sundconstruction@hotmail.com
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ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business Guide
CONTACT JANE ON 5952 3201 
OR EMAIL ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANING

JO
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WINDOW 
CLEANING  

0409 946 839

Glassed Out Window Cleaning
Fully insured

TYRES AND WHEELS

P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U
H E L LO @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U

3 HARVEY DRIVE 

COWES

03 59 523 305

TREE SERVICES

Call now for a free quote

0491 032 999

Competetive rates

Total tree removal

Mulch sales 

Hedging

Pruning

Firewood

Storm cleanup

Lot clearing

Hazardous limbs

JO
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Specialising in tree  
Pruning & Removal

SILVERBACK

TREE 
SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

LK
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TREE SERVICES

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -
Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Nicholas Harrison – Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)

soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
Art & Science. 

Professional Tree Services
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Seek, buy and sell

RHYLL HALL  
LOCK RD RHYLL  
SATURDAY 8TH APRIL  
15 GARAGE SALES!!! 

FROM 9AM ONWARDS 

Get a free map from 
the Rhyll Hall and find a  
treasure trove of  
bargains and bric-a brac. 

Rhyll Community  
Association

Private Fireworks  
Display 
Thur 6th April at approx. 
9.20pm at The Shearing 
Shed, Gap Rd, Cowes. 
Please restrain all pets. 
Any queries, call 0407 
955 306.

Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
REPAIRS AND  

RESTORATIONS 
From timber to metal – 
small to large projects. 

Reasonable prices.
Open Tuesday,  

Wednesday & Thursday  
9am to noon.

Contact Bob Woods,  
0417 149 268

JO0006AA

Housing in Cowes area. 
Backpacking Couple 
Seeking Accommoda-
tion for 1-2 months. 
Friendly, tidy and quiet 
backpackers 
Max. $300/wk, $500 bond 
Phone: 0432 862 774 
Email: 
robertjh99@gmail.com

NOTICE OF AGM
18 April 2023

(Tuesday)
7.00pm

ANZAC ROOM 
All Members Welcome

(Members must be financial to attend)
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STRATMANN, Kipp:

The Chair, Board, 
Management and 
members of CFA 

regret the passing of 
their colleague  Kipp 
Stratmann, and offer 

their deepest sympathy 
to his family and the 
Phillip Island Brigade 

Members.

MURDOCH, Arthur:

The Chair, Board, 
Management and 

members of CFA regret 
the passing of  
their colleague  

Arthur (Artie) Murdoch, 
and offer their deepest 
sympathy to his family 
and the Phillip Island 

Brigade Members.

WESTERNPORT HOTEL – SAN REMO
BAR/BISTRO SUPERVISORS

30+ hours. Must have previous experience.
BAR/BISTRO STAFF

15-30+ hours. No experience required.
CHEF POSITION

Must have previous experience.
KITCHEN HAND

15-30 hours. No experience required.
These roles will incl days, nights & w/ends.

Applications to jeff@thewesternport.com.au or in person.

JD
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Sales Training 

O437 227 535
www.salesbasics.com.au

For new or 
inexperienced 

sales staff

JO
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Full Time and Part Time Available.
Please text or email Joseph.

Tel: 0403 577 724
jobs@midex.com.au

CLEANERS REQUIRED FOR  
AGED CARE FACILITY IN COWES

WANTED TO RENT

GARAGE SALES

DEATHS

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT PUBLIC NOTICES

FOLLOW US
FOR MORE NEWS
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Seek, buy and sell

For application details go to
www.westernportwater.com.au

Join our 
team

We are looking for an ICT 
superstar to join our team.

ICT Manager
(Full time, Ongoing)

The successful applicant 
will enable and assist the 
Corporation to meet its 
regulatory obligations and 
strategic corporate objectives 
through the delivery of the 
ICT strategy and operations, 
improvement initiatives and 
the provision of high-level 
customer service.

Applications close 17 April 23
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CLEANERS WANTED
Phillip Island Holiday Homes is a family business and we are looking for reliable, enthusiastic cleaners 
who have an eye for detail and are eager for work. The work is regular, all year round, and can be allocated 
based on your preferences and availability. All our cleaners are employed as contractors, so an ABN 
is essential, as is your own vehicle and cleaning equipment. If you would like to know more about this 
exceptional opportunity, please call us on 9443 7538.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Time Fraction: 0.6 FTE
The South Eastern Independent Schools As-
sociation (SEISA), a small sporting and cul-
tural co-curricular association of independent 
schools in the Gippsland/South-East Mel-
bourne region, is seeking a highly-organised 
individual to take on the position of Executive 
Officer. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sports administration, togeth-
er with excellent communication skills and 
sound financial management skills.
SEISA’s Executive Officer will ideally be able 
to be based at one of the member schools 
– Beaconhills College, Newhaven College,  
St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School or 
Gippsland Grammar School – with the re-
quirement to be in attendance at various  
SEISA events and meetings. There would 
also be scope for the Executive Officer to 
work from home when not required on site 
or at events.
While the position is 0.6 FTE, there will be 
busy weeks during the year where more 
than this is required, yet other weeks where 
a lesser amount of time is needed. Conse-
quently, the successful applicant will need to 
have flexibility, together with an ability to be 
an independent worker and a self-manager, 
to succeed in the role.
A suitable salary will be negotiated with the 
preferred candidate, together with addition-
al benefits such as the provision of a laptop 
computer.
For further information about SEISA, please 
visit www.seisa.com.au or email Cobie Giliam 
at secretary@seisa.com.au.
To apply for the position, please send a cover 
letter and resume to Cameron Herbert, SEISA 
Chair, at principal@stpaulsags.vic.edu.au. 
Closing Date for Applications:  
Monday 27 March 2023.

SEISA
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South Gippsland Water (SGW) are currently seeking a qualified and  
enthusiastic person to join us as a Network Maintenance Technician.  

The key requirements of the role are:

Network Maintenance Technician

• Demonstrated qualification or equiva-
lent experience gained in an operations, 
maintenance, or equivalent industry.

• Demonstrated ability to work and par-
ticipate as part of a team and autono-
mously.

• Demonstrated knowledge and under-
standing of water/sewer/network and 
other systems.

• Strong verbal and written communi-
cation skills along with well-developed 
computer skills including knowledge 
and understanding of Monitoring sys-
tems (SCADA). 

• Permanent Full Time
• Starting Location Leongatha/Toora, 

Victoria
• Flexible Work Arrangements Available 
• SGW Enterprise Agreement Band O3 
At SGW diversity is celebrated and re-
spected as important for our wellbe-

ing and success. We strive for a work-
place that is equitable and inclusive.  
We welcome diversity in applicants.
Please go to  
https://www.sgwater.com.au/careers/ 
for more details about SGW, the role and 
how to apply. 
All SGW employees and workplace par-
ticipants must have received, at minimum, 
their first and second doses of a COVID-19 
vaccine in accordance with SGW COVID-19 
Vaccination Requirements Policy.  Evi-
dence requirements will be collected or 
viewed and may be stored strictly in ac-
cordance with SGW’s Privacy Policy.
Applications Close
Wednesday 5th April 2023 at 5:00pm
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SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

Registered Nursing 
(RN) – Night Shist 

Banfi elds Aged Care is seeking a 
motivated and dedicated Registered 
Nurse specifi cally for night shist s to be a 
part of our team.

Your responsibilities will be to provide 
nursing care guided by the Director of 
Care including medication management, 
clinical practice and supervision, 
documentation, wound management, 
and palliative care.

THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES 
WILL HAVE:
• Registered Nurse qualifi cations and current 

AHPRA registration (RN only).

• Previous experience in residential aged 
care essential.

• Ability to lead, motivate & educate staff .

• Strong communication skills.

• Team player qualities.

ADDITIONALLY, YOU WILL NEED:
• Current infl uenza vaccination

• Three COVID-19 vaccinations

• Current Police Check

• Current Victorian Drivers Licence

We are a non-smoking facility.

If you believe you have the qualities 
and skills we are looking for, please 

forward your resume to Reception via 
email reception@banfi elds.com.au

Banfields Aged Care
192 Thompson Avenue Cowes VIC 3922

03 5951 2500 www.banfields.com.au
AUSTRALIAN
AGED CARE GROUPPTY LTD

From the moment you arrive at Banfields Aged Care, you know you are entering an 
aged care facility that cherishes the quality of life. This brand new, world-class residential 
facility is situated right within the heart of Cowes offering the ultimate in luxury living 
at a competitive price. 

Set amongst beautiful landscaped gardens in the grounds of the former Banfields cinema and 
restaurant complex, Banfields Aged Care is a state-of-the-art Extra Services residential aged 
care facility with hotel-style amenities. The single level facility provides care to 90 residents, 
catering for both low care and high care needs with ageing in place programs and also offers 
dementia specific care in a dedicated 14 bed dementia specific wing. The spacious and elegant 
facility consists of six separate wings, adjoining central lounges, café, bar, reception centre and 
provides an extensive range of services to assist residents in remaining active and engaged. 

Features include: 
n Single, spacious rooms with ensuite bathrooms 

and comfortable living area 

n Low and high care with ageing in place programs 

n Suites with fully equipped kitchenettes and 
lounge area for a larger style of living 

n Spacious lounge, sitting and dining areas 
within the fully air conditioned facility 

n Individually controlled heating and air 
conditioning in every room 

n Telephone and Foxtel connection points 
in every room 

n Ample car parking 

n Courtyards and outdoor sitting areas 

n Covered pedestrian walkways 

n Hairdressing & Beauty Salon 

n Chapel (non denominational) 

n Theatre / Cinema 

n Café and Bar 

n Physiotherapy room and Gym 

n LED TV screens in every room 

n Men’s Shed 

n Music Therapy 

n Dedicated bus for resident outings 

To discuss your individual requirements and 
experience the Banfields Aged Care lifestyle 
firsthand, please phone (03) 5951 2500
or visit www.banfields.com.au

Aged Care
Exceptional Care Built on Solid Foundations

BANF I ELDS

JD
02409A
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DID YOU KNOW 
YOU CAN 

EMAIL YOUR 
CLASSIFIEDS?

ads@pisra.com.au

On Saturday March 25, Newhaven College 
hosted the annual College Open Day and 
Alumni reunions.

Graduates from years 1993, 2003, 2013 and 
2018 joined prospective families visiting the 
school on the day. The College’s stunning 82-
acre campus was looking its best as visitors 
teemed from the Gym to the Year 9 Environ-
mental Centre, taking in everything in between.

Open Day
Hundreds of prospective students and 

their families visited the College and stu-
dent leaders took guided tours, sharing their 
knowledge and passion for their school with 
visitors. It was impressive to see so many stu-
dents and staff helping out on the day.

Highlights included the equestrian display 
located near the Year 9 Environmental Cen-
tre, where families watched some of Victo-
ria’s best junior riders show off their skills.

The gym was home to fun sporting activi-
ties, as well as displays on the school’s surf 
and tennis academies.

Displays and presentations were on offer 
throughout the school’s main locations.

Visitors were treated at every location 
around the campus: enjoying the soft vocals 
of the choir at Junior School; making little 
wooden cars and watching cooking demon-
strations at the Trades Centre; partaking in 
some ice cream making with liquid nitrogen 
or making a clay sculpture in the Specialist 
Wing; being serenaded by some of the school’s 
top performers in the new Performing Arts 
Wing; plus lots of other fun interactive activi-
ties dotted across the day’s program.

A focus on Newhaven College’s House 
structure and pastoral care was well received 
by visitors.

For those unable to attend, Newhaven Col-
lege tours can be arranged through the Col-
lege’s Registrar Belinda Manning at belinda.
manning@newhavencol.vic.edu.au, 5956 7505 
or book online through the Newhaven College 
website.

Alumni Reunion
Newhaven College is in the process of grow-

ing its alumni connections, so the annual re-
union is the perfect place to get things moving.

The school welcomed back students who 
graduated in 1993 (30 years), 2003 (20 years), 
2013 (10 years) and 2018 (5 years).

They were met by Principal Tony Corr who 
guided the group on a tour of the school.

For many of these students, even the most 
recently departed, there were plenty of new 
and exciting facilities. For some, it was their 
fi rst-time setting foot on the Phillip Island 
Road campus.

The tour was followed by morning tea in the 
school pavilion with some of our long-term 
staff. Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to 
catch up and reminisce.

More photos at pisra.com.au

Open Day 
and Alumni 
Reunion 
Success

Ethan Lynch and Flynn Wright guiding a 
group of prospective families at the Ne-
whaven College Open Day.

Principal Tony Corr guiding a tour for New-
haven College returning alumni.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Rhyll pathway
It is incredible that the proposed 

Rhyll Pathway with drawings clearly 
marked “for construction” should 
have been made without any input 
from Rhyll residents.

There has been no consultation 
with the Community Associations or 
residents in Rhyll in developing the 
pathway plan.

Council should abandon its current 
plans of a shared pathway through 
Rhyll and instead implement the pre-
viously proposed headland gravel 
pathway along the north coastline of 
Rhyll.

This proposal is about a third of the 
cost of the path in the construction 
drawings made by Council and more 
environmentally friendly by not re-
quiring 80 tonnes of concrete and not 
producing 80 tonnes of CO2.

Nor does it require a 2.5m concrete 
pathway covering the roots of trees 
on the east of McIlwraith Road, an 
area posted by Council as of signifi-
cant vegetation.

The headland route is currently 
favoured by many cyclists and pe-
destrians as it has many lovely bay 
views. I am very aware of this as I 
live on the north coast of Rhyll and 
daily see the number of cyclists and 
pedestrians on this route.

Cyclists daily use the gravel path 
from Conservation Hill to McIlwraith 
road and then continue on the head-
land route to the Rhyll Yacht Club.

As a property owner in Rhyll since 
1973 and a permanent resident since 
1996, I am amazed that this project 
has gone so far without any consul-
tation or consideration for the people 
of Rhyll.

I urge Council to reconsider and 
consult with the residents of Rhyll.

John Swarbrick, Rhyll

Where’s the care?
As Councillors and CEO of BCSC 

you have a duty of care, responsibil-
ity and indeed an obligation to the 
community, ratepayers to be fully 
informed and to listen to residents’ 
concerns. Ultimately your actions 
will impact our environment with 
long term negative consequences, if 
you proceed with the current plan for 
the Rhyll pathway. If you have never 
been to Rhyll then make it your busi-
ness to visit and compare your cur-
rent plan with our considered and 
informed alternative.

I sincerely hope you have availed 
yourselves to Mr Peter Balfe’s (retired 
civil engineer and respected resident 
of Rhyll) power point presentation in 
which he provides detailed analysis 
of the BCSC proposed plan and the 
residents preferred alternative gravel 
path following the headland. Signifi-
cant positive benefits are to be gained 
by following the headland, these in-
clude substantial cost savings, safety 
and the environment. You failed to 
consult with the Rhyll community, 
now you have a chance to reform. 
Make it a positive one in favour for 
the environment. What we have is 
extremely rare, precious and valued, 
that is to say … the environment, un-
like concrete!

Vickie Cunningham, Rhyll

Condescending councillors
Councillors have the community’s 

interests at heart, right? How wrong 
I was. Watching their meeting to find 
out how the Surf Beach and Sunder-
land Bay road scheme was progress-
ing it was obvious that they are stra-
tegic, condescending bullies. Fancy 
having an agenda item about bully-
ing then leading into the road scheme 
with claims the Say No group are 
bullies with an anecdotal story and 
no evidence.

I’ve got my own claims of council 
sending biased propaganda to suit 
their needs. Next, some story of par-
ents in the old days not having two 
pennies to rub together. How about 
Pioneer Bay being an excellent exam-
ple. Residents are still fuming about 
the poor design and additional costs. 
Being told the roads would have been 

cheaper in the past and more expen-
sive in the future. What about right 
now? People are dealing with interest 
rate hikes and cost of living burdens 
after a global pandemic. And why 
wasn’t it done as part of planning in 
the past by council anyway?

Was any of their discussion factual? 
No. Not one question was discussed 
or debated in the meeting. There was 
no fact, debate or stakeholder needs 
addressed. How stupid do they think 
we are? Who is representing us, be-
cause I sure don’t feel represented. 
The core group doing the hard yards 
and being put in the firing line by 
these councillors are representing us, 
that’s who. I just want to thank these 
people for  listening to us and for all 
the hard work they do!

Danielle Inwood, Surf Beach

You’re kidding  
– summer dog fines

I was surprised to read (The Adver-
tiser March 22) the Bass Coast Shire 
Rangers had only issued 10 penal-
ties to dog owners over the holiday 
period. On a slow day I could get 10 
each morning around Cape Woola-
mai alone. Dogs uncontrolled on 
the dog beach, dogs out of hours on 
the beach, dogs out of control on the 
streets and dogs at the surf beach. I 
have no issue with dogs, and many 
owners do the right thing, but I don’t 
want to be rushed, I don’t want to be 
jumped on. I don’t want my beach 
towel sniffed and slobbered on and 
covered in sand.

If your dog rushes at people, you 
don’t have it under effective control 
and the leash needs to be at work.

Come on some owners and Bass 
Coast Rangers. Do better!

Stuart Box, Cape Woolamai

No community support
The recent Council meeting 

showed clearly that Council knows 
they do not have the support of the 
community for the Special Charge 
Scheme that they are attempting to 
bulldoze through at Surf Beach and 
Sunderland Bay.

This is a problem for Council as it 
would make any future scheme on 
their Special Charge list untenable, 
Smiths Beach is next in line.

So, what does Council do – well for 
starters Councillors behave badly at 
Council meetings, they spread misin-
formation, they make up stories, they 
publicly laugh and scoff at the com-
munity and generally behave like 
schoolyard bullies, all recorded on 
video and uploaded to YouTube.

The next problem is that the CEO 
seems unable to manage this sort of 
behaviour of her councillors, so tends 
to join in.

And another problem, Council 
changes the rules and goalposts at a 
moment’s notice to suit their agenda. 
No consultation, no suitable notice and 
no process of recall for the community.

The Minister for Local Government 
seems to be freed up now since another 
regional council has just been put into 
administration after a damning com-
mission of inquiry report was tabled at 
parliament a couple of weeks ago.

Everyone is watching Bass Coast 
Shire Council, not just the Say No 
group. You only need to open the lo-
cal papers, see the questions lodged 
with Council or speak with anyone 
in a local village or shopping strip 
across the shire.

The community is sick and tired 
of being pushed around by a group 
of self-serving bureaucrats. If only it 
was an election year.

Susie Wickes, Surf Beach

Depressed for our wildlife
How depressed I became when 

reading last week’s Advertiser 
(March 22) on the plight of native ani-
mals and birds on this island.

I was already depressed after we 
drove through Five Ways a few weeks 
ago to see a dead koala on the side of 
the road, one of the three or four left 
to roam in the wild.

To think that in the early 70s a ko-

ala could sit happily and safely on a 
grassed no through road at our house 
at Rhyll and have its photo taken.

Olga Bolitho, Cowes

Questions but no answers
Ten ratepayers took the time to 

write to the Bass Coast Shire Council 
with a broad range of public ques-
tions about the Surf Beach/Sunder-
land Bay roads and drainage scheme, 
to be addressed at the Council meet-
ing March 15.

The questions were published two 
weeks ago  but none of the subjects 
were addressed directly by council. 
Ten questions, no answers.

To quote Mayor Whelan’s response 
to the 10 questions asked: “Coun-
cil has received questions from 10 
individuals regarding Surf Beach/
Sunderland Bay road and drainage 
preferred concept design ... a group 
response for these questions is ‘coun-
cillors will consider and debate all as-
pects and implications of this issue as 
part of councils agenda today.’”

This identical response was also 
later sent to each individual’s ques-
tion via email: “Councillors will 
consider and debate all aspects and 
implications of this issue as part of 
Council’s agenda.”

Ten questions, one response, no an-
swers.

One question which did receive its 
own “unique” response was this one 
asked by a Say No group member. Q: 
“What does the word “unique” mean 
to council staff and councillors?” 
Council’s reply: “This is a courtesy 
email to advise that the below ques-
tion was disallowed in accordance 
with the governing rule 54.6.2. It is 
inflammatory, indecent, abusive, ir-
relevant, trivial or objectionable in 
language or substance.”

Really?
Bass Coast Council’s Community 

Engagement Policy states the objec-
tives of the policy includes, to under-
take community engagement activi-
ties: with respect; by building trust; 
with openness and accountability.

In light of this, do you believe that 
the above-mentioned actions by the 
CEO, the mayor and the councillors, 
in response to the 10 questions from 
ratepayers, is adequate?

Does council’s response to the 
questions fulfil any of the objectives 
of their own policy?

Is a commitment to transparent 
good governance and a commitment 
to ensure the voices of all residents 
are represented, evident in the coun-
cil’s conduct here?

Don’t ever forget that it’s your rates 
paying for this type of service.

Ross Bencraft, Surf Beach

Disillusioned ratepayer
Bass Coast councillors had their 

monthly meeting on March 15. Dur-
ing these meetings there is an op-
portunity for rate payers to ask coun-
cillors questions by email. I lodged 
a question in relation to Surf Beach 
Sunderland Bay proposed charge 
scheme: What does the word ‘unique’ 
mean to council staff and council-
lors? Given that this is how council 
has described the area in past pro-
posed charge scheme newsletters 
emailed to ratepayers.

I was appalled by their response: 
“This is a courtesy email to advise 
that the below questions were disal-
lowed in accordance with the Gover-
nance Rules 54.6.2: is defamatory, in-
decent, abusive, offensive, irrelevant, 
trivial or objectionable in language or 
substance.”

This is typical of our local coun-
cillors and their arrogance towards 
ratepayers and an example of their 
inability to listen to our concerns 
throughout this process.

They push ahead with the proposed 
urbanisation and destructive scheme 
knowing full well there is over 51 
per cent of rate payers not wanting 
the options that have been proposed 
by council. Considering councillors 
are elected by ratepayers to govern 
on their behalf, this isn’t happening 
at BCSC. When voting next year in 

council elections, it will be my chance 
to change the councillor in this area. 
It is time for a fresh approach and 
to remove our precious lot that con-
tinues to waste ratepayers time and 
money on this proposed scheme that 
the majority don’t want in its present 
form.

Anne Clements, Surf Beach

No meaningful responses
At last week’s council meeting 

(March 15), CEO Ali Wastie, Mayor 
Whelan and councillors successfully 
avoided providing meaningful re-
sponses to the questions asked about 
the Surf Beach Sunderland Bay spe-
cial scheme.

However, some councillors did 
manage to speak about it.

Cr Le Serve patted herself on the 
back for her success in implementing 
a similar scheme in Pioneer Bay, and 
assured us (without supporting data) 
it was popular amongst locals.

Cr Halstead spoke of bullying/ha-
rassment by some ratepayers, care-
fully avoiding naming the Say No 
group which it appeared she was 
implying was the guilty party. Fortu-
nately, Cr Halstead clarified that im-
plication when she stated on the front 
page of the Sentinel Times that she 
“is adamant the reports about oppo-
nents of the scheme behaving badly 
are bona fide”.

Cr Rook wanted to “thank the com-
munity for sticking with the process 
council is running amongst all the 
negative energy that’s been going 
on”. What choice have we ever had 
since the initiation of this “process” 
other than to “stick with it”? And why 
has there been so much “negative en-
ergy” going on?

Finally, Cr Tessari regaled us with 
stories of his early life growing up 
poor and his enjoyment of playing 
cricket on the road as his justifica-
tion for the scheme. Then turned his 
attention to the alleged bullying. He 
smugly stated “I look out in the gal-
lery for the ones we were expecting 
to come and voice their opinions to-
day and there’s no-one”. Is Cr Tessari 
so out of touch that he has forgotten 
council’s policies? Council’s “Public 
Question Time” policy (displayed on 
their website) states:

1. In the current COVID-19 envi-
ronment, the meeting will be virtual 
for the health and safety of our com-
munity, Councillors and staff.

2.At this stage, the forum will not 

provide the opportunity for submit-
ters to ask their questions directly.

How, Cr Tessari, would those you 
were “expecting” have been able to at-
tend and voice their opinions? Oops!

So rather than answering ratepayer 
questions with genuine or factual in-
formation, this was the level of robust 
questioning and debate that occurred 
amongst councillors, regarding a $32 
million project council expects rate-
payers to pay for.

Leanne Sumpter, Surf Beach

Residents have said no
The Surf Beach and Sunderland 

Bay Scheme debate continues. Why? 
The Say No petition recorded 51 per 
cent of people against the scheme. 
The Bass Coast Shire Council’s de-
voted public servants downgraded 
this number, but their acceptance 
of 399 signatures still outweigh the 
265 “pro” votes that the Council polls 
claim. Some specious comments say 
that the 526 (51 per cent) no response 
means that residents want to leave 
it up to the Council to decide. Wish-
ful thinking by some! An alternative 
view is that with three “for” options 
included and no negative responses 
allowed, 526 people disregarded the 
biased, stacked poll as undemocratic. 
The Council’s “for” votes also include 
20 residents who front Phillip Island 
Road, who already have pavement 
and kerb and channel. Why is this 
group included? Stacking? I under-
stand that some areas have drainage 
problems. My street has not been 
flooded in the 21 years that I’ve lived 
here. We have no potholes. How are 
raised intersections, speed humps 
and pavements on my street going to 
solve flooding problems  three kms 
away? And Council’s recent decision? 
They seem to think that residents are 
only against the scheme because we 
don’t understand the costs? Offer it to 
me free, I’ll still object. I don’t want 
what the Council wants to impose 
on me. But what really worries me 
is that given the strong objection to 
the scheme from residents, given the 
ludicrous rationale for an over-engi-
neered solution to cover the whole 
region, given the incredible devotion 
the Council has for the scheme is 
why? If it’s not what residents want, 
then I just don’t understand why? 
Why is the Council fixated on this 
scheme? Clearly it’s something other 
than what voters want.

Chris Rowles, Surf Beach

A QUICK ROUNDUP OF NEWS, VIEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

SHORT STACK

Women leading locally
Applications are open for the sec-

ond round of Women Leading Locally, 
which aims to build gender equality 
on local councils.

The program is equipping 125 lo-
cal leaders with the connections and 
tools to campaign as candidates in 
the 2024 council elections.

Applications close on April 14. Visit 
localgovernment.vic.gov.au.
Nominate your beautiful town

nominations are open for the Keep 
Australia Beautiful Victoria Tidy 
Towns and Sustainable cities awards.

There are 10 categories: education, 
environment, energy, community, lit-
ter, EPA waste reduction and preven-
tion, heritage and culture, Indigenous 
culture, wellbeing and young legend.

Entries close June 18. www.kvb.
org.au/
Working with Children  
check goes digital

you can now apply for and display a 
digital version of the Working with chil-
dren card on the Service Victoria app.

you can easily and securely apply 
for, update, and renew your clear-

ance through the app – with an ap-
plication process as robust as ever.

If you are a current clearance-holder 
and wish to obtain a digital Working 
with children check card, go to ser-
vice.vic.gov.au or download the app 
at the App Store or Google Play Store. 
The check’s customer Support Line is 
open 9.00am – 3.00pm weekdays.

Optus Business  
Plus Tech Grants

Small businesses are invited to ap-
ply for an Optus Business Plus Tech 
Grant to support the adoption of new 
technology into their business.

There are $30,000 in tech grants 
available which then allow business 
to apply for one of two 1:1 business 
mentorship opportunities available 
nationally. 

To enter, eligible businesses sim-
ply need to enter their details at 
www.optus.com.au/content/optus/
en/business/optus-business-plus-
mentorship-grant-competition.html, 
and in 50 words or less explain why 
you need an Optus Business Plus 
Mentorship Grant.

Open to existing Optus Business 
customers only.
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SPORT

The second year of the super-
sized Around French Island Cat-
amaran Challenge last Saturday 
was a resounding success.

Ant Richards from the West-
ernport Yacht Club secured the 
coveted Isle of Wight trophy for 
the second successive year.

The ramped-up pre-event activ-
ity included a free sausage sizzle 
and raffle, sponsored by the Isle 
of Wight.

Over 50 entrants, including 
several from interstate (NSW, 
ACT and SA), took to the water 
at 12 noon, for a clockwise lap of 
French Island.

The instructions were simple. 
Leave Cowes, then keep French 
Island to Starboard (right), round 
Eagle Rock and the turning buoy 
near Lang Lang, then get back as 

quick as you can!
Westernport Bay served up 

some magnificent weather, with a 
range of conditions and hazards 
that tested competitors to their 
limits.

The race started with a gusty 
southerly wind that stayed for 
most of the racing, providing 
good sailing conditions.

Although the course is ap-
proximately 100kms (in a direct 
line), GPS trackers on the boats 
showed many travelled well over 
that distance.

The first boat made it home in 
just over four hours, with the final 
competitor arrived back after five 
and a half hours.

Race organisers said, as ex-
pected, there were lots of chal-
lenges for competitors with bro-

ken spinnaker poles, tillers and 
rudders.

“Some were fixed on the run but 
others just had to persist, testing 
strength and endurance further,” 
said Cowes Yacht Club Commo-
dore Tom Modra.

“Overall the race was a huge 
effort by club members who will 
need a lot of rest but it was won-
derful to see the yard and beach 
so full of boats and people with 
so much excitement pre-race and 
many stories post-race.

“Like so many events it would 
not have been possible without 
the sponsors’ generosity and club 
volunteers support.”

After the event, everyone en-
joyed dinner and an awards 
presentation at the Cowes Yacht 
club.

“The overall winner came back 
by power boat from Balnarring 
after freshening up – stuck on a 
falling tide,” said Tom.

“There was a special award for 
the youngest ever competitor to 
complete the event – Leo Holroyd 
aged 11 who crewed on a Mosqui-
to Sloop with his father Jon.

“Congratulations to Ant Rich-
ards – Taipan 4.9 from Western-
port Yacht Club, who was the 
overall winner on Handicap and 
Division 2 winner, so he records 
back to back wins of the Isle of 
Wight trophy.”

Division 1 Winner: Emma 
Rankin and Beau White – F16 
Sloop, Royal Prince Alfred Yacht 
Club, NSW.

Division 3 Winner: Robert Lott 
– Mosquito, Bendigo Yacht Club.

On Monday March 20, line honours 
for North/South went to Matti Shub 
and John Quayle with 59.22 per cent. 
Jill Short and Wendy Mckergow had 
a good day netting 55 per cent.

Albert Thomas who is visiting from 
Hong Kong played with Greg Nichol-
son and finished with 50.71 per cent.

Ann Hodgson and partner Caro-
line Shaw set the benchmark for 
east/west with an impressive 73.33 
per cent. Hannah Martin and Mau-
reen Stiles followed with 59.58 per 
cent. Shirley Stewart and John Farr 
weren’t far behind on 58.75 per cent.

Wednesday March 22 winners 
were Leng Haggith and Caroline 
Shaw on 63.89 per cent. In second 
place were Greg Nicholson and 
Diane Coleman on 60.42 per cent. 
Shirley Stewart and Albert Thomas 
came third with 56.25 per cent.

Two exciting red points events are 
happening in April.

First our mid-week pairs on 
Wednesday, April 5 and then April 
12. Round up your partner and let’s 
try and get at least six tables for this 
event (normal start time).

The second is the postponed Life 
Members pairs on April 24 (start 
time to be advised).

Caroline Shaw and Graham Mck-
ergow have been refreshing the home 
page of our website. Check it out on 
www.bridgewebs.com/phillipisland/

Ladies winner: Leonie Brennan – 
6 wins.

Men’s winner: Les Walton – 6 wins.
Encouragement award: Joan Baker.
Please contact Bob Hee for any 

further information on 0418 173 388.
Come along everyone and have a 

great night out.
Tables booked for those wanting 

dinner before games start.

Sunday, March 19, Stableford
18 Hole – Winner Tony Valena (9) 

with 35 points from Jake Wright 
and Heath Kolac.

9 Hole – Winner Cheryl White (20) 
with 21 points from Russell Wright 
15 points.

Tuesday, March 21 
Men’s 18 Hole Stableford

A Grade winner: David Nicoll 
(27) with 39 points from Peter Cart-
wright (6) with 35 points c/b.

B Grade winner: Bez Moustafa 
(21) with 39 points from William 
Lang (18) 38 points.

C Grade winner: John Maglica 
(27) with 44 points from Victor Pet-
ropolous (24) with 39 points c/b.

NTP: 5th Alan Schache, 7th Steve 
Mack, 10th Steve Mack, 14th, Paul 
Adams and 17th John Leheny.

BDL to 36 points.
Men’s 9 Hole Stableford

Winner: Peter Matthews (33) with 

21 points from Mal Macarthur (28) 
with 20 points.

BDL to 17 points c/b.

Wednesday, March 22
Ladies 18 Hole Stableford

A Grade winner: Cheryl White 
(19) with 38 points.

B Grade winner: Vicki Amato (29) 
with 4 points.

C Grade winner: Christine Riley 
(43) with 36 points c/b.

BDL to 35 points c/b.
NTP: 5th Zoe Frost, 7th Debra 

Orr, 10th Vicki Amato and 17th Mi-
yuki Yamaguchi.

Ladies 9 Hole Stableford
Winner: Ros Wells (39) with 20 

points countback from Pauline Sco-
ble (45) 18 points c/b.

Thursday, March 23
Open Stableford

A grade winner: Alan Schache (5) 
38 points from Christian Lloyd (12) 

37 points.
B Grade winner: Steve Sloss (15) 

with 35 points c/b from Dan Hall 
(16).

C Grade winner: Paul Hewitt (29) 
with 40 points c/b from Lloyd Daire 
(31).

BDL to 33 points c/b.
NTP: 5th Wayne Morris, 7th Geoff 

Owen, 10th Paul Wagner, 14th Steve 
Mack and 17th Steve Mack.
Open 9 Hole Stableford

Winner was Basil Moloney (15) 
with 21 points from Len Fenton (16) 
19 points c/b.

BDL to 17 points.

Saturday, March 25 Stableford
Men’s results:
A Grade winner: Mark Haringsma 

(8) with 38 points from Ian Smith (8) 
37 points.

B Grade winner: Greg Williams 
(15) with 41 points from Rick Ban-
field (14) 38 points.

C Grade winner: John Fitzpatrick 
(21) with 42 points from Phil Foster 
(21) 36 points.

BDL to 34 points c/b.
NTP: 5th Jeff Sellenger, 7th Phil 

Ellard, 10th Rob Purcell, 14th Craig 
O’Neill and 17th Greg Stewart.

Ladies’ results:
Winner was Marlene Gibson (27) 

with 41 points from Pam Williams 
(41) with 40 points.

NTP: 5th Sheryl Smith, 7th Megan 
Elbaz, 10th Helen Coghlan and 17th 
Helen Coghlan.

BDL to 34 points c/b.
9 Hole Open Stableford

Winner was David Hensbridge 
(20) with 22 points.

BDL to 16.
The 9 Holers play the Laurie Cook 

memorial honour board event each 
year over four rounds.

The winner was our 9 Hole Cap-
tain Ron Hately with a great score 
of 56 points, runner up with 54 
points was Malcolm MacArthur, 
third place went to Alan Tindale 
with 51 points.

This event was once again spon-
sored by the Phillip Island RSL.

On hand to present the prizes to 
the winners was President Greg 
Mead, a huge thank you to the RSL 
and congratulations to the winners 
and all that participated.

Phillip Island golf

Euchre results

Bridge results

Ladies winners from Wednesday, Christine Riley, Cheryl White and Vicki Amato. Men’s Stableford winner from Saturday, John Fitzpatrick.

Spectacular sailing in this year’s challenge
The race started with a gusty southerly wind that stayed for most of the racing, providing 
good sailing conditions. Competitors Robbie and Lachie in action.

There was a special award for the youngest ever competitor to complete the event – Leo 
Holroyd aged 11 who crewed on a Mosquito Sloop with his father Jon.

Ant Richards – Taipan 4.9 from Westernport 
Yacht Club, was the overall winner on Handi-
cap and Division 2 winner, so he records back 
to back wins of the Isle of Wight trophy.



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W E D n E S D A y,  M A R c H  2 9 ,  2 0 2 32 6

SPORT

Are you a young girl or woman of any age 
above 15 and interested in trying soccer and 
making new friends?

If this might be you, then keep on reading.
Football fever is about to sweep across this 

country like it never has before, with our 
Matilda’s taking centre stage when the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup is hosted by Australia 
this July.

Why not join a local soccer team this season 
before the football frenzy begins?

The popularity of women’s football around 
the world has skyrocketed in the last ten 
years with millions of girls and women tak-
ing up the game and there are now massive 
global career opportunities in the sport.

With the Women’s World Cup coming to 
Australia, this is an extremely exciting time 
for women’s football in this country.

At Phillip Island Soccer Club located at 

Newhaven, we have a fantastic soccer facil-
ity and a brilliant community club that offers 
beautiful green grassed playing pitches, a 
brand new club rooms building that provide 
exclusive female change rooms and bath-
rooms and most importantly we provide a 
fun, safe and family friendly atmosphere that 
places a high value in developing and promot-
ing girls and women in sport.

Whether you might have big football 
dreams or whether you’re just interested in a 
social kick, it can all begin at Phillip Island.

Please come and try soccer by coming to 
training, held on Thursday nights at 6pm 
starting March 30 at Newhaven Recreation 
Reserve.

It’s free to try, and no experience is neces-
sary.

If you are interested or have any queries 
please contact Jake on 0407 098 196.

The Phillip Island C graders headed to Out-
rim to take on the Korumburra Cobra’s in the 
Grand Final on Saturday.

The Cobra’s won the toss and elected to bat.
Satchin and Cleary opened the bowling for 

the Sharks.
The Cobra’s didn’t get off to a good start as 

Cleary removed both openers, bowled and 
LBW.

Francis was then introduced into the attack 
and had immediate success when Marshall 
took the catch, Korumburra 3/27.

The Cobras steadied and got to drinks 3/38.
Fall and Francis kept bowling and Ivey was 

particularly excellent in the field, saving plen-
ty of runs.

Mani was introduced into the attack and got 
the breakthrough when Cleary took a catch in 
cover 4/78.

Mani backed it up with another when Parry 
took a catch.

Tharu Asurummui was introduced and 
caused absolute destruction of the Cobras’ in-
nings.

Firstly he removed the captain when Cleary 
took an outfield catch in front of the bump 
crowd.

He then claimed three caught by keeper Pa-
terson, three of the greatest wicket-keeping 
catches ever taken.

Mani then claimed his third when Excell 
took a catch and the Cobras were all out for 
100.

Cleary 2/15, Satchin 0/27, Francis 1/6, Fall 
0/15, Mani 3/28 and Asurumui 4/7.

The Sharks opened with Manning and Ex-
cell and needed a steady start as the Cobras 
desperately needed early wickets.

Jonty and Gav delivered, as they have done 
all year.

Jonty was out LBW for 16, 1/32.
Excell tore a muscle, so Paterson was intro-

duced as runner.
Gav battled on and was bowled for 26, 

Sharks 2/52.
Mani was batting solidly and was joined by 

Tharu.
Tharu in an awesome display, quickly took 

the game away from the Cobras, hitting the 
boundary and clearing it with some massive 
sixes.

Mani hit the winning runs with a beautiful 
boundary, Sharks 2/103.

Mani finished on 22 not out and Tharu 33 not 
out.

Player of the match was Tharu Asurumui 
with his 4/7 and 33 not out.

Back-to-back premiers for C Grade, a fantas-
tic season.

Continued from page 28
The Island concluding their innings on an 

imposing 6/385; Town certainly rueing their 
decision to bowl first.

Overcast conditions greeted the combat-
ants on day two, and with 385 runs to chase, 
everything had to go right for Leongatha to 
chase down the mammoth Island total.

Simon Kirton opened the bowling with Tom 
Keily, and it was not long before Simon had 
the first breakthrough, clean bowling Hume 
for 2 in the fifth over and it was 1/14.

Just four overs later TK grabbed the wick-
et of Town skipper Giardina bowled for 21. 
When TK had Abeysinghe caught for 8 a few 
overs later, Town were in some early trouble 
as we went to drinks with the score 3/38 off 
15 overs.

With former skipper Max Royal now intro-
duced into the attack, the bowling pair were 
giving the opposition few chances to get their 
game going, and it wasn’t too long before Max 
struck, bowling Madusanka middle stump.

When he then removed Hanrahan LBW 
in his next over, Town were reeling with the 
score 5/56 and the Island score of 385 was 
looking like Mt Everest.

The dangerous Ratnaike supported by 
Gallage held the remaining Town’s hope in 
their hands, and the pair successfully negoti-
ated the remaining overs to the lunch break. 
The score 5/80 off 33 overs and the Sharks 
well and truly in the box seat.

Things did not get much better for Town as 
Max struck yet again straight after the break, 
trapping Gallage LBW with the score on 84, 
and when he removed Riaz just six runs later 
after a brilliant diving catch from Charith it 
was 7/90 and the fat lady (it might have been 
Macca) was warming her tonsils.

With Town gun Ratnaike the only real re-
sistance remaining at the crease, the crowd 
was in raptures next over as yet again Max 
drew a false shot from the batsmen; Mocky 
taking the easiest of catches as Town were out 
on their feet at 8/103.

Max securing 5 for 44 in a Grand Final 
bowling spell for the ages off 15 unchanged 
overs.

Charith picked up his first wicket for the 
day next over, and when Max was inexplica-
bly rested for the next over, the re-introduced 
Simon Kirton clean bowled the last remain-

ing Town batsmen to dismiss Leongatha for 
just 109.

The crowd erupted into applause as the 
players celebrated and proud family mem-
bers and club-mates mobbed them.

An unbelievable effort after a tough season 
in which we looked like we might miss the 
finals altogether, only to seal a command-
ing premiership victory, securing a very rare 
back-to-back premiership success.

RSL Man of the Match was Shiran for his 
brilliant century.

Go Sharks!

Sharks go back to back!
Shiran Rathnayake receiving his man of the match award in the A1 Premiership match 
against Leongatha Town.

Phillip Island Soccer Club is inviting women and girls to come and try soccer at their Thurs-
day night training sessions starting at 6pm, from March 30, at Newhaven Rec Reserve.

Women’s soccer

Back-to-back 
Premierships 
for C Grade

C Grade Premiers – players and family thrilled with their back-to-back premierships.

Man of the Match Tharu Asurumui (left) 
with 4/7 and 33 not out, and Satchin, who 
was man of the match in the semi final hold-
ing the C grade Premiership cup.



T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W E D n E S D A y,  M A R c H  2 9 ,  2 0 2 3 2 7

14 Beach Road, Rhyll
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PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au
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WED 29 MAR

LOW 12:41 am
0.92 m

HIGH 6:43 am
2.71 m

LOW 12:45 pm
0.38 m

HIGH 7:43 pm
2.91 m

THU 30 MAR

LOW 1:15 am
1.00 m

HIGH 7:15 am
2.62 m

LOW 1:18 pm
0.50 m

HIGH 8:17 pm
2.78 m

FRI 31 MAR

LOW 1:50 am
1.10 m

HIGH 7:46 am
2.51 m

LOW 1:53 pm
0.64 m

HIGH 8:54 pm
2.65 m

SAT 1 APR

LOW 2:27 am
1.20 m

HIGH 8:23 am
2.39 m

LOW 2:30 pm
0.79 m

HIGH 9:36 pm
2.52 m

SUN 2 APR

LOW 2:10 am
1.29 m

HIGH 8:07 am
2.28 m

LOW 2:15 pm
0.95 m

HIGH 9:28 pm
2.42 m

MON 3 APR

LOW 3:06 am
1.36 m

HIGH 9:10 am
2.19 m

LOW 3:17 pm
1.09 m

HIGH 10:31 pm
2.37 m

TUE 4 APR

LOW 4:20 am
1.36 m

HIGH 10:35 am
2.17 m

LOW 4:39 pm
1.18 m

HIGH 11:39 pm
2.38 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – March / April 2023
Please note: Daylight savings ends on Sunday, 2 April, when clocks will go back one hour. The predictions are in daylight saving time when it is observed.

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN RED

The days are getting shorter, the 
water is cooling down … all signs 
that we are heading towards winter. 
The only thing that isn’t showing 
signs of winter is the fishing.

There are less people fishing but 
the quality of the reports is as good 
as we have seen all season both in 
the bay and offshore.

We had a customer offshore who 
has done several trips this season, 
telling us the tuna was everywhere.

They found them in close and all 
the way out to Cody banks.

If you are going to be catching to re-
lease, change out your trebles to sin-
gle hooks as they make it much easier 
to release the fish without injury.

The fish reported in the bay are 
not quite jumping in the boats, the 
sizes are very mixed up and a little 
more driving around and patience 
is needed.

Snappers – we are back to smaller 
pinkies with the occasional bigger 
one. There is no pattern to the re-
ports, and we are seeing the pinkies 
everywhere.

Mostly, anything bigger is being re-
ported from deeper water near chan-
nels while the shallows have more of 
the smaller ones, but then someone 
comes in with an opposite report.

Everywhere you fish for whiting 
lately has produced good numbers 
but the sizes are all over the place.

The fish are still very healthy, and 
you will get a good feed off half a 
dozen or so, although some have 
been lucky enough to land on a good 
patch and catch their bag.

Those catching a bag of fish don’t 
have any or many over the 40cm 
mark whereas those only finding 
smaller numbers are getting much 
better fish. Where? Fish your favou-
rite whiting spot where the condi-
tions will allow you to.

Our reports have come from ev-
erywhere lately and even a few 
showing up from the land-based 
customers as well.

Calamari, gummies and flathead 
are all being reported, however whit-
ing and tuna seem to be the targeted 
species and the rest just a bonus.

There is quality, quantity, under-
size, and none at all in the other 
species.

There is another handful of spe-
cies that I could add to the list as is 
the nature of this time of the year 

which just shows how healthy the 
bay is at the moment.

Fish responsibly
Fishermen are their own worst en-

emy, is a phrase I hear in the shop 
often. It’s becoming more frequent-
ly used, not just from fishermen but 
plenty of concerned members of the 
public as well.

You don’t even have to spend five 
minutes on the computer to find a 
dozen groups trying to stop fishing.

For example, the PEW group. This 
group is funded better than many 
small countries that start spot fires 
all round the world with one agenda.

Admittedly most is concerning 
overfishing on the commercial 
side with almost all of that about 
overseas countries but it’s the gen-
eral public that goes for a walk and 
brings me a dozen empty bait pack-
ets they find on the beach.

They are the ones that will one 
day have a big enough voice to stop 
us doing what we do.

The easiest way to counter that 
takes no effort at all.

We are finding in the shop it’s the 
older customers that get it and are 
thinking about what they are doing. 
They bring in a bag for their bait, 
they ask about the environmen-
tally friendly alternatives and they 
are picking up the rubbish off the 
beaches.

It’s those younger who should be 
the ones concerned that are still 
asking for plastic bags, and telling 
us they didn’t throw the empty bait 
packet in the water so it’s not their 
problem to pick it up.

Removing plastic is the buzz thing 
at the moment. There have been 
huge steps made by the suppliers 
to reduce this, however its going 
to take time and pressure from the 
consumer to force quicker change.

Do some research for yourself and 
see how much effort and money is 
being put in by the “other side” us-
ing whatever angle they can. The 
easy counter is to just be respon-
sible; it wont just be a commercial 
fishing problem.

Don’t forget the Easter Good 
Friday Fishing competition if you 
haven’t entered as yet.

We will also have extended hours 
over the Easter weekend opening at 
6am every day.

Junior surfers Scarlett Rennie 
(Cape Woolamai), Arch Rayner 
(Inverloch) and Rye Cicero (Sandy 
Point) put in solid performances at 
the final round of the Victorian Ju-
nior Surfing titles on the weekend.

As the final round of the competi-
tion, the results also determined the 
Junior Surfing titles for the year, 
with Arch Rayner crowned Under 
14 boys champion, while Scarlett 
Rennie and Rye Cicero came second 
in the Under 14 girls and Under 16 
boys respectively.

The final round was held at Gun-
namatta.

On the day, Rye Cicero won round 
3 of the Under 16 boys competition, 
Scarlett Rennie came second in the 
Under 14 girls and Arch Rayner 
took third spot in the Under 14 Boys.

Full results for round 3 and the 
overall results for the Victorian 
Junior Surfing Titles at www.surf-
ingvic.com

Phillip Island Bowls Club had 
a perfect day for social bowls on 
Thursday with fine warm and sun-
ny conditions for 24 bowlers to show 
their talent.

Runners ups for the day with two 
wins and +24 were Skip Robyn Den-

nis, 3rd Rod Swyak, 2nd Graeme 
White and Lead Marlene Puncher.

Congratulations to the winners 
with 2 wins and + 35, Skip Lind-
say Meredith, 3rd Glenda Grazules, 
2nd Michael Frost and Lead Joan 
Farmer.

2s Company: 1st on 10pts King 
Pins, 2nd on 9pts Alley Cats and 3rd 
on 9pts Palms.

ABL (Almost Bowling Legends): 1st 
on 71pts Knackers, 2nd on 60.5pts 
Pinpals and 3rd on 55pts Fairlanes.

Business Early: 1st on 11pts 
Balls Deep, 2nd on 10pts Sassy 
Gronks,3rd on 8pts Happy Hour 
and 4th on 8pts Old Timers.

Business Late: 1st on 11pts Dy-
namic Painting, 2nd on 9pts Team 
Rich, 3rd on 7.5pts 3 Stooges and 
4th on 6.5pts City Lights.

Phantom: 1st on 3pts AlleyGator, 
2nd on 3pts Lucky13 and 3rd on 3pts 
Dish.

Top Scores for this week across 
each league are:

Men: Jack Aitken 196, Matt Ed-
wards 193 and Raff Merante 192.

Women: Chloe Else 181, Karen 
Klym 179 and Barbara Burns 140.

Social bowls winners from left: Michael Frost, Glenda Grazules, Joan 
Farmer and Lindsay Meredith.

Phillip Island bowls

AROUND THE BAY
WITH JIM’S BAIT AND TACKLE

Ten Pin bowling

Another great day as 25 bowlers 
turned up at San Remo to continue 
the weekly challenge.

Once again lots of laughter and 
friendly banter from all rinks.

There doesn’t appear to be too 
many wrong bias bowls these 
days but, the RCH tin is still head-
ing in the right direction.

A big shout out to Bob, Rob and 
John for helping out in the kitchen 
as well as Peter T in the bar.

Once again thank you to Peter 
and Pauline Mac for all the behind 
the scenes work as well as to John 
for his master of ceremonies du-
ties each week.

It was lovely to see Elaine drop 
in to say hello; after almost a year 
it was a pleasure to see her.

Looking forward to her return 
when she is fully recovered.

This week’s winners with 35 
points were: Craig Brown (S), 
Chris Brooks (3) and Peter Thor-
ley (L).

Runners up on three points were: 
Rob Jeffries (S), Gillian Harper (3) 
and Bob Arnold (L).

Best One Game on 21 points 
were: Mark Andreatta (S), David 
Talbot (3) and Shirley Corcoran 
(L).

Next Thursday we are looking 
forward to playing our final sum-
mer match at Koo Wee Rup and 
hope that all our group members 
can make it.

So be there at 10am for a 
10.30am start.

Midweek bowls

Midweek bowls winners last week 
were: Chris Brooks (3), Peter Thor-
ley (L) and Craig Brown (S).

Best One Game winners were 
David Talbot (3), Shirley Corcoran 
(L) and Marl Andreatta (S).

Scarlett Rennie (left) second in round 3 of the Under 14 girls, and first place getter Rose Holland (Dromana). 
The pair also took out the same places in the overall championship. Photo: Noah Clifford, Surfing Victoria.

Local juniors shine

Rye Cicero (Sandy Point) won the round 3 Under 16 boys event, and came 
second in the championship overall. Photo: Noah Clifford, Surfing Victoria.
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

HOLIDAY  
RENTALS  
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 WE HAVE 
CASH  

BUYERS 
READY TO  

PURCHASE 
NOW!

CALL US 
TODAY FOR A 
FREE MARKET 

APPRAISAL.

• Open plan living leading onto undercover 
alfresco area

• Fully fenced yard with established gardens
• 4 bedrooms/1 bathroom/2 cars
$720,000

15 HALLWAY DRIVE,  
WIMBLEDON HEIGHTS

LOT 2, 95-99 SHETLAND HEIGHTS ROAD, 
SAN REMO

• Vacant allotment on a generous 2000m2 

(approx.), perfect canvas for your dream home
• Build your home to capture the panoramic 

views from every angle 
$850,000

35A JENNER AVENUE, COWES

• Townhouse situated only 700m from north 
facing Cowes beach

• Kitchen, living, dining area opens onto rear 
balcony for entertaining

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars
$850,000

In a re-match of last season’s Grand Final 
Phillip Island and Leongatha Town met in a 
two-day clash at the picturesque Korumburra 
Recreation Reserve to decide this year’s pre-
mier A1 team; Phillip Island searching for 
back-to-back titles and Town seeking redemp-
tion.

With the ground in perfect condition and 
the pitch appearing to offer something for the 
bowlers, Town won the toss and sent the Island 
into bat.

Eli Richards opened with Lachie Cleeland 
and Eli started positively, attacking anything 
loose and had quickly moved to 17 when he 
was out, caught driving off the bowling of 
Gallage. The Island were 1/19 off six overs.

Captain Daniel Mock joined Lachie and was 
soon given a life on five when he was dropped 
by the keeper off the express bowling of Riaz.

From there the pair batted smartly, doing 
their best to survive the openers but keeping 
the scoreboard ticking over and at drinks had 
pushed the score to 1/50 off 16.

After the break, Riaz continued to bowl 
quickly and dangerously in tandem with the 
spin of Madusanka, but the Island batsmen 
were up for the challenge, continuing to blunt 
the Town attack.

The pair maintained an attacking edge, capi-
talising on anything too full or short, Lachie 
bringing up a fantastic 50 off 82 balls. When 
lunch was called shortly after, the Sharks had 
set a fantastic platform with the score 1/109 off 
33 overs, skipper Mock on 37 himself.

When play resumed it was Town who start-
ed best when Ratnaike had the Island skipper 
Mock caught behind for 40 ending a vitally im-
portant 93-run stand.

Lach was given a life shortly after at second 
slip and when new batsmen Daniel Bourke on 
three popped one back to the bowler Hume, 
Town could feel the momentum swinging, 
with the score now 3/134.

Shiran was in next and sensing an opportu-
nity Riaz was re-introduced by Town. Howev-
er the batting pair settled into the job at hand, 
steadying the innings and taking the Sharks to 
the next drinks break with score 3/158 off 49 
overs, Lachie batting beautifully on 79.

The Island pair began to attack after the 

break, punishing the Town bowlers with some 
great batting and quickly bringing up our 200 
in the 56th over and Shiran made his 50 a few 
overs later.

Unfortunately for the Island supporters 
shortly after this, Lachie was caught in the 
deep on 92 off the bowling of Madusanka, an 
unbelievable effort from the Island opener, 
ending another crucial 80-run partnership 
with the score now 4/214 off 62 overs.

Once Jarrod Black was out LBW in the next 
over without troubling the scorers, the Town 
players were up and about and another quick 
wicket or two would have them right back in 
the contest.

With the tea break now concluded, the 
Sharks had 26 overs remaining in the day and 
what occurred could well decide the direction 
of the contest.

Tom Keily joined Shiran and the pair began 
to lift the tempo, taking the attack to the Town 
bowlers. They pushed the score to 5/282 off 76 

by the next drinks break, Shiran edging ever 
closer to three figures on 98.

The crowd did not have to wait long after the 
break, Shiran playing a glorious pull shot off 
Riaz that screamed to the boundary to bring 
up his maiden 100 for the club to the applause 
of the entire crowd in attendance.

TK and Shiran now really started to take it 
to the tiring Town attack, racing to 300 and 
beyond. Shiran was finally out caught on the 
boundary for a spectacular 112, with the score 
now 321, ending a brilliant 106-run partnership.

With eight overs to go, Brodie Johnston 
joined TK, and he immediately set about 
quickly turning the strike over to TK, who was 
brutalising the Town attack racing to post his 
own 50.

The pair staying together to the end of the 
innings, Brodie finishing with a valuable con-
tribution of 22, TK destroying the opposition 
to finish not out 84 off just 92 deliveries.

Continued page 26

Sharks go back to back!
A1 Premiers - Back Row: Lachie Cleeland, Simon Kirton, Max Royal, Jarrod Black, Daniel Bourke and Tom Keily. Front Row: Brodie John-
ston, Daniel Mock (C), Shiran Rathnayake, Eli Richards and Charith Keerthisinghe.

The dads celebrate their premiership win against Leongatha Town with the kids. From left: 
Daniel Mock, Jarrod Black, Tom Keily, Charith Keerthisinghe and Simon Kirton. Kids (from 
left): Parker and Hudson Mock, Macey Black, Ollie Keily, Delansa and Delasna Keerthisng-
he and Elsie Bell Kirton
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