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Block hosts Scott Cam and Shelley Craft were at Berrys Beach on Saturday for a promo shoot.

The Block filming kicks off;
show's creator reveals teasers

EXCLUSIVE

Reality TV show The Block
has officially started filming
in Cowes, with the production
crew, hosts and five teams tour-
ing Phillip Island on the week-
end for a promotional shoot.

Filming came as the show’s
creator and executive producer
gave an exclusive interview to
the Advertiser confirming The
Block would feature a pop-up
McDonald’s, addressing resi-

dent questions around the quick
planning permit for Justice
Road, with the producer also de-
tailing his own personal connec-
tion with Phillip Island.

Filming of the 20th season of-
ficially started last Friday and
will run for three months, with
the show tipped to air after the
Olympics on Channel 9.

On Saturday hosts Scott Cam
and Shelley Craft, and the pro-
duction crew, visited the National
Vietnam Veterans Museum and
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Berrys Beach to shoot promo-
tional footage, with all five cou-
ples also arriving at the Justice
Road property to start building,.
It is believed there are no local
residents among the five teams.
Creator and executive produc-
er Julian Cress confirmed local
tradies and businesses would be
used in the production, in addition
to their own construction team.
“Already contestants have
reached out to local builders and
plasterers,” Julian said, adding
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any trade listed in Hipages could
be contacted.

“We are planning to feature
as many local attractions as
possible too. We will focus our
attention this side of the bridge.

“We’ve not had a warmer
welcome to any place where
we’ve made the show. I tend to
go around wearing my Block
hat and when people realise I'm
with the show they tell me they
are thrilled to have us here.”

Continued page 9
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Last week, workmen were installing new passiv haus standard doors and windows from Germany at

Berninneit, the new cultural centre in Cowes.

New doors for Berninneit

COUNCIL

Last week, workmen were seen install-
ing new doors and windows at Bernin-
neit, the new cultural centre in Cowes.
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Bass Coast Shire Council said passiv
haus standard doors and windows had
arrived from Germany and were being
installed, replacing the existing glass.

“The doors will open out and allow for
mixed indoor and outdoor activation,” a
council spokesperson said.

The passiv haus standard doors and
windows arrived four months after the
building was officially opened in Octo-
ber 2023.

Council was questioned at its recent
meeting about the Passiv Haus certifica-
tion of the building.

The building was constructed to Pas-
siv Haus standards, but is still to be of-
ficially certified.

The council said the final certification
was a “detailed process and involves sig-
nificant testing and assessment”. Final
approval will come from Germany and
results are expected in May this year.

Since opening in October, the new cen-
tre has hosted a range of events, includ-
ing the Festival of Stories, exhibitions by
PICES and Baluk Arts and regular film
screenings. Artists who have appeared
at the new centre include Kate Ceberano,
Brian Nankervis, Teddy Tahu Rhodes,
Kate Miller-Heidke, Ralph McTell and
Steph Strings.
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The Bougainville, which was anchored off Cowes for just over three weeks, left our shores on Friday
afternoon (March 1), headed for repair in Singapore, accompanied by ocean-going tugs Pt Fortitude

and Svitzer Oryx.

Farewell Bougainville

SHIPPING

The stranded tanker, The Bougainville,
which was towed into anchorage off
Cowes on February 7, left our shores on
Friday afternoon (March 1).

In early February the LPG tanker’s
propeller sheared off completely out at
sea off Seal Rocks. The crippled vessel
was first towed into Flinders and then
moved to Cowes, where it anchored for
over three weeks.

A spokesperson for the Australian
Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) con-
firmed the tanker was heading for Singa-
pore.

An ocean-going tug Pt Fortitude ar-
rived last Thursday and by Friday was
joined by the Svitzer Oryx.

The vessel is being towed to Singapore
for repairs, the spokesperson said.

“The crew are reported to be safe and
well, and the vessel has been reprovi-
sioned with food and water.”

History

The vessel found itself in distress a few

Cr Ronnie Bauver
for the Island Ward,
Bass Coast Shire

kilometres off Seal Rocks on February 2
and was taken by tugs first to Flinders,
then towed to anchor off Cowes.

At the time, an AMSA spokesper-
son said the cause of the propeller shaft
failure was yet to be determined and
confirmed the vessel currently holds ap-
proximately 1000 tonnes of Propane gas
on board.

“AMSA takes its role as a maritime
regulator seriously and is satisfied that
the vessel currently does not pose a risk
to the community or the marine environ-
ment,” the spokesperson told the Adver-
tiser.

A local boat operator said it would be a
massive operation to get a propeller back
on the ship, and most likely would need
to be done in a dry dock.

Ship propellers can weigh anything up
to a tonne, depending on the size of the
ship.

Despite dire forecasts on social media
that the ship could be anchored off Cow-
es for “months or years”, as has happened
in other countries, the Bougainville’s stay
off Cowes was just over three weeks.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282
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Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

WATERPROOF
UNDER YOUR DECK

and turn the area into
useable space all year round

BEFORE AFTER

JD03627AA

Call 0417 591 113
for your local distributor
E: huntersales@netspace.net.au

www.underdeck.com.au




NEWS

Measures to stop impacts
of possums, wallabies

WILDLIFE PLAN

Possum populations are higher
here than other parts of Victoria,
according to an update on Phillip
Island’s wildlife plan.

The year two progress update
for the plan also reveals a new
wetland will be established on
Gap Road as a wildlife refuge, in
a bid to draw the animals away
from roadsides and reduce road-
kill, while apex predator species
are being explored.

The Wildlife Plan - originally
released in 2021 by Phillip Island
Nature Parks, Bass Coast Shire,
farmers and the State Govern-
ment - detailed measures aimed
at balancing populations of Cape
Barren geese, wallabies and pos-
sums.At the end of February, the
year two progress update for the
plan was released revealing:

e Possum populations are
higher here than other parts of
Victoria. A possum survey was
carried out last year in Oswin
Roberts Reserve that found
estimated densities of 7.98
possums/hectare for brushtail
possums and 7.59 possums/
hectare for ringtail possums,
which are “significantly higher
than other parts of Victoria”.
Possum surveys will continue
this year, building a database
to inform future management
decisions.

The wildlife plan states tree
planting for conservation had
been impacted by “abundant”
wildlife browsing. As a result
a review into the effectiveness
of exclusion coops at Oswin
Roberts Reserve, Ventnor Koa-
la Reserve and Rhyll Wetland
has started with monitoring,
continuing this year. “To date,
regularly maintained coops
have been effective in prevent-
ing the browsing by wallabies
and reducing browsing by
possums.”

The original plan also prom-
ised to investigate the use of
browsing repellents, such as
Sen-tree. The update states
this will now occur during
this year’s autumn and spring
planting.

The Bunurong Land Coun-

cil Aboriginal Corporation
(BLCAC) is currently under-
taking a recruitment process
for three Tarbuk Biik Ranger
positions (meaning “strong
country”) to focus on natural
resource management activi-
ties, such as control of pests
and wildlife management.

The population of powerful owls will be
the main apex predator for possums
on Phillip Island, with research into the
impact of “abundant” wildlife browsing
on tree planting for conservation.

¢ Bass Coast Shire is trialling
creating fresh water sources
for wildlife away from road-
sides, with the first step the
restoration of Gap Road
wetland and the headwa-
ters of Saltwater Creek with
40,000 wetland and indigenous
plants, an area set aside as ref-
uge habitat for local wildlife.
“Over 200 birds were counted
from 17 species in the first bird
count conducted in January
2024,” the update states. “The
area is an ideal refuge for
wallabies, Cape Barren geese
and possums as it has perma-
nent freshwater and a range of
habitats for both aquatic and
terrestrial animals.

Predators

The 2021 plan promised to ex-
plore the potential to introduce
native predators such as owls
and quolls. But the update states
the focus will be solely on pow-
erful owls.

“Due to the complexities of
re-introducing native land-based
predators into an ecosystem sup-
porting ground-nesting seabirds
and threatened species, focus has
been placed on supporting the
population of powerful owls as
the main apex predator for pos-
sums on Phillip Island,” it states.

“Discussions with ecologists
at Deakin University suggest
that Phillip Island offers limited
habitat which can support no
more than three pairs.

“However, several incidental
sightings and vocalisations have
been recorded at night in wood-
land reserves on Phillip Island.”

Surveys have not identified
any roost sites.
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The update states the 20th spring Cape Barren goose population survey was carried out in October last year, once again

resulting in a count of 2766 geese, which has been the number quoted since 2017.

Wild goose chase? Measures to
control Cape Barren population

WILDLIFE PLAN

Efforts to manage our Cape Bar-
ren geese population are being
stepped up, including egg collec-
tion, according to an update on
Phillip Island’s wildlife plan.

The Wildlife Plan - originally
released in 2021 by Phillip Island
Nature Parks, Bass Coast Shire,
farmers and the State Government
— detailed measures aimed at bal-
ancing populations of Cape Bar-
ren geese, wallabies and possums.

The plan came in response to
criticism in 2019 by farmers and
other groups — such as the golf
course, Grand Prix circuit and
Newhaven College — where Cape
Barren geese were “pooing and
chewing” their way through the
landscape; with residents and
businesses also reporting signifi-
cant damage from swamp walla-
bies and brushtail possums.

The year two progress update,
released at the end of February,
states a trial into the effectiveness
of Cape Barren goose egg col-
lection on the island is being ex-
plored, starting with an analysis of
the effort required to be effective.

This is despite an egg collec-
tion trial on Flinders Island in the
early 2000s being found “ineffec-
tive, as most of the nests were re-
quired to be located over multiple
years to be effective”.

The update states the 20th
spring Cape Barren goose popu-

lation survey was carried out in
October last year, once again re-
sulting in a count of 2766 geese,
which has been the number quot-
ed since 2017.

“This count appears to indi-
cate some stabilisation in the
population since 2019, after see-
ing a sharp increase of 600 per
cent on Phillip Island in the 10
years prior to that,” the update
states.

“Further studies are now re-
quired to determine annual re-
cruitment, dispersal and extent
of emigration.”

Research

The update states there will be
two studies on the goose popula-
tion on Phillip Island, including
a PhD study between Melbourne
and La Trobe universities starting
in May to understand population
dispersal and movements to im-
prove accuracy.

In April last year a population
specialist from the Arthur Rylah
Institute also started working on
a population model to manage
the goose population, focusing on
nesting, flocking and migration,
with a report expected to be re-
leased in June this year.

“This is a significant milestone
for the plan and will be used to
inform decisions on appropri-
ate management of Cape Barren
geese,” the update states.

“The model allows for the

consideration of multiple man-
agement options and provides
scientifically robust predictions
that indicate the levels of effort
required for effective manage-
ment.”

Response

The Victorian Government’s
manager of statewide wildlife ad-
visory services Lachlan Clarke
said Cape Barren Goose counts
had followed the same method-
ology since 1993, with teams of
observers allocated to survey the
island in 32 different sections.

He said the count figures had
been relatively stable since 2017,
with minor fluctuations up to
2023.

“Research is currently being
undertaken to better understand
the population model of Cape
Barren Geese on Phillip Island
and predict the outcomes of dif-
ferent methods and levels of
population control measures,” Mr
Clarke said.

He explained the Arthur Ry-
lah research will examine mod-
elling management decisions of
no intervention, population con-
trol and egg management, and
varying the levels at which these
might be applied.

The data from the PhD study
will fine-tune the accuracy of
the population model, for more
precise predictions of population
trends.

Ouer the bridge

and back again.

Due to popular demand, we're back in stock. A book dedicated to the farmers, chefs,
restaurants and farmgates of Phillip Island and beyond.

Available at Phillip Island and San Remo Advertiser, www.pisra.com.au/over-the-bridge,
Turn the Page and Bass Coast Visitor Information Centres.

RRP: $49
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Atwo-year trial of virtual fencing on the Cowes-Rhyll Road has been abandoned, after research showed it was not effective.

Double blow for roadkill

WILDLIFE

In a blow for wildlife, a two-
year trial to reduce roadkill rates
on the Cowes-Rhyll Road has
proved ineffective.

In 2019 virtual fencing was in-
troduced on a “hotspot” section
of the Cowes-Rhyll Road, which
saw $30,000 funding by Bass
Coast Shire who worked with
Nature Parks, Victoria Univer-
sity and Regional Roads Victoria,
alongside a citizen science road-
kill survey.

The fencing was activated by
approaching headlights, emit-
ting sound and light to alert and
repel animals from the roadside
and was to be extended to other
Phillip Island roads if it proved
successful.

However, Victoria University
environmental science lecturer,
Christine Connelly, who over-
saw the research, last week con-
firmed the presence of virtual
fences “did not reduce roadkill
rates” for the most frequently en-
countered species, swamp wal-
laby and brushtail possum, “nor
for all wildlife species combined”.

“Virtual fences are unlikely
to provide a long-term reduction
in wallaby and possum roadkill
rates,” Dr Connelly concluded.

“Roads present a major chal-
lenge in urban areas, causing a
variety of negative consequences
for motorists and impacting wild-
life populations through habitat
fragmentation and wildlife-vehi-
cle collisions.”

Roadkill

Cowes resident Ron Day carried
out a three-year daily wildlife
roadkill tally on a 3.6km section
of the Cowes-Rhyll Road.
Results showed about 1200
kills across more than 20 differ-
ent species, including kookabur-

The second stage of Phillip Island'’s
speed review on unsealed rural roads
appears to be indefinitely postponed,
with authorities opting for yet more
signage warning drivers to slow down
around wildlife.

ras, long neck turtles, falcons
and echidnas.

Previously Ron said cars
regularly had accidents avoid-
ing collisions with wildlife, their
cars written off.

“It’s only a matter of time
before someone is seriously in-
jured, or even worse, Killed, in
an animal avoidance accident
here on Roadkill Island (Phillip
Island),” Ron said.

It is estimated at least 5000
animals are injured or killed on
Phillip Island roads each year
from vehicle collisions.

However wildlife volunteers
say the number is conservative
and probably the death toll was
well above 5000.

Ron was initially motivated to
start the project because his two
granddaughters were distressed
at the death of two echidnas on
the road.

“If they’re upset then other

people will be too. The carnage
is also off-putting for tourists,”
he said at the time.

Speed review

Meanwhile, the second stage of
Phillip Island’s speed review on
unsealed rural roads continues to
be delayed.

According to the year two
progress update for the Phillip
Island/Millowl] Wildlife Plan (see
separate story), Bass Coast Shire
intends to roll out more warning
and information signs - urging
motorists to slow down around
wildlife — as an alternative to re-
ducing speed limits.

“Increased wildlife road sig-
nage was installed during sum-
mer 2023/24 to increase public
awareness and the effect will be
evaluated,” the update states.

Stage two of the review was
to focus on high-speed unsealed
gravel roads, which currently
have a default speed limit of
100km/hr, with calls to reduce
speed for the safety of humans
and wildlife. Unsealed roads of
concern include: South Coast,
Pyramid Rock, Harbison, Watts
and McFees roads, and Veterans
Drive.

Stage one of the speed re-
view was rolled out in 2021 by
Regional Roads Victoria, which
saw roads on Phillip Island have
a maximum speed limit of 80km/
hr, including Berrys Beach, Vent-
nor Beach and Back Beach roads.

About 30 new signs were rolled
out by Nature Parks and the
shire before summer in known
hotspots for certain species.

The signs include a call to ac-
tion for motorists to phone Wild-
life Victoria’s 24/7 emergency
response service (03 8400 7300)
to report any incidents of sick,
injured, orphaned or deceased
wildlife.
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Thanks to a wet start to summer, Candowie Reservoir is at about 77 per cent capacity.

Summer starts wet,
ends bone dry

WEATHER

Phillip Island has tallied one of its
driest Februarys on record.

But summer overall was above
average, thanks to a wet Decem-
ber and January.

In February the Rhyll moni-
toring station recorded a total
of 3mm, well below the average
rainfall for February of 37mm.

Rhyll — which first began re-
cording data in 1994 - shows the
highest recorded rainfall for Feb-
ruary was in 2005 at 141lmm and
the lowest was 2.6mm in 2022.

In January Rhyll recorded
63mm, with the highest total on
January 8 of 23mm, well above
the average of 39.8mm.

In December, total rainfall
was 64.8mm, with the highest
15mm on December 3, above the
average of 45.5mm.

Westernport Water in Febru-
ary sent householders a reminder
about permanent water saving
rules, which include: gardens
and lawns can be watered with
a hand held hose with a nozzle
at any time, or between 6am-
10am if using a sprinkler system;
hard surfaces can be washed if
stained, but only once per season.

Last week Candowie Reservoir
had about 77 per cent capacity.

Autumn
The Bureau of Meteorology
(BoM) last week released model-
ling for long-range forecasts pre-
dicting a high chance of below
average rainfall in autumn, as
well as above average tempera-
tures.

The BoM said Australia was
on track for its third hottest sum-
mer.

Old clothing,
shoes, bedding
and textiles go
in your

Landfill bin

Visit basscoast.vic.gov.au/whichbin
to find out more

At the end of last year West-
ernport Water released its annual
water outlook for December 2023
to November 30, 2024, which stat-
ed water restrictions for the next
year are not expected, despite
predictions of above average
summer temperatures and below
average rainfall.

“Water supplies will be suffi-
cient to meet supply and demand
requirements ... with no require-
ment to change restriction lev-
els from the ongoing permanent
water savings rules”, the outlook
stated.

The likelihood of restrictions
in the next year is “very rare”,
less than one per cent, according
to the outlook.

“Despite the very rare likeli-
hood of restrictions, extreme
events or emergencies such as
bushfires, major loss of power
supply or water contamination
could require the implementation
of restrictions to manage water
demands,” it states.

The annual report takes into
account winter/spring inflows
and forecasts from the Bureau of
Meteorology, with the BoM advis-
ing drier than average and warm-
er than average conditions are
likely for December to February.

The report states in recent de-
cades there has been a trend in
the region to higher temperatures
and more hot days, reductions in
rainfall during the cooler months,
and increases in extreme, short
duration rainfall in some loca-
tions.

“Some of the rainfall declines
in the cooler months can be at-
tributed to increases in green-
house gas concentrations in the
atmosphere.”
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The SES managed traffic as a contractor on a cherry picker dealt with the broken branches of a
large tree on Marine Parade, San Remo on Sunday afternoon. Photo: Peter Fogarty.

Tree trouble at San Remo ... again

SAFETY

It was a busy afternoon in
San Remo, but fortunately
no one was injured when
a large tree on Marine Pa-
rade (opposite the IGA) lost
a branch on Sunday.

Police, SES and a Bass
Coast Shire contractor
were quickly on scene
to deal with the incident
and remove the hanging
branch.

The same tree lost a
large branch in October
2021, just missing vehicles
parked close by.

In April 2021, a large
branch from another pine
tree fell and narrowly
missed the children’s play-
ground on the foreshore.

Cr Rochelle Halstead
was in San Remo on Sun-
day afternoon, enjoying
“Sanny Day” at the San
Remo Hotel.

“I just happened to be
sitting out the front of the
hotel. Everybody jumped
with the loud crack,” she
said.

“Thankfully no one was
parked there or walking
under the tree.”

Unit Controller for the
San Remo SES Mandy
Chancellor said the unit
received an alert around
5.17pm.

“We had two SES San
Remo resources who re-

sponded. It was deter-
mined the scope of the job
was outside of SES capa-
bilities,” she explained.

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil were contacted and
“promptly arrived on scene,
organising their contractor
to attend”.

Mandy said Victoria Po-
lice were also on site.

“SES San Remo provid-
ed assistance with the traf-
fic management whilst the
tree was made safe and the
hanging branch removed.”

Mandy said it was her
understanding no people
were injured or vehicles
damaged, explaining
smaller branches fell to the
ground, while the largest
branch was caught on an-
other branch, “preventing
it from falling completely”.

She said the incident
was a great example of the
close working relationship
between the SES and coun-
cil.

“Certainly the storm
events of February 13
have seen this relationship
strengthen to the benefit of
not only SES and Council,
but for the community as
well.”

A spokesperson for the
council said it always re-
sponds swiftly to such in-
cidents and it appreciates
“the strong relationship we
have with SES and others”.

Action

Cr Halstead said she
would again raise the is-
sue of the Marine Parade
trees.

“I know we have had ar-
borists reports which have
confirmed the trees were
safe, but what I witnessed
was quite frightening.

“We're being told they
are safe, but obviously you
just don’t know when the
branches will snap and
fall.

“These trees are located
right near car parks and
where people wander.

“Moving forward, we
probably need to do some-
thing more permanent
about those trees. Branch-
es are falling quite regu-
larly.

“We don’t want to wait
for a disaster to occur.”

Cr Halstead said she'd
also received reports of
limbs falling from trees on
the side of the Phillip Island
Road, opposite the Back
Beach Road intersection.

When asked by the Ad-
vertiser if there would be
any further assessment
of the tree and any poten-
tial danger it might pose,
a Council spokesperson
responded: “Our arbor-
ists will continue to moni-
tor trees and take action
where appropriate across
the region.”

NEWS

Melaleuca Lodge Secondhand Book Sale

Open 10-12 every Satt

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES (off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

JOOOSEEAE

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 | THE ADVERTISER 5

30 years on, don't hold your breath
on a pool, transfer station

MAJOR PROJECTS

Bass Coast Shire continues
to avoid a concrete timeline
on two of Phillip Island’s
long-delayed major proj-
ects.

Residents have been
waiting more than three
decades for both a com-
munity pool and a transfer
station.

At the February council
meeting, new CEO Greg
Box gave no indication on a
deadline for either project.

Resident Kym Lightfoot
asked if council could pro-
vide a listing of the stepped
processes needed to enable
the building of an aquatic
centre in Cowes within the
next three years.

Mr Box replied saying in
2022, council advocated to
State and Federal govern-
ments for funding.

“Council was unsuc-
cessful in achieving fund-
ing,” he said.

“Advocacy  continues
throughout 2023/24. The
aquatics projects are shovel
ready and relies on all lev-
els of government funding
to progress further.”

Ms Lightfoot also ques-
tioned council on the 2020
purchase of the Gap Road
property, which was in-
tended as a new transfer
station.

“What process actions
has council undertaken to-
wards the building of the

transfer station currently?”
she asked.

Mr Box replied funds
had been allocated in the
long-term financial plan
and the project was “cur-
rently in the scoping stage”.

Long history

Successive pool commit-
tees and residents have
worked to establish an
aquatic centre on Phillip
Island, since the first pool
committee was formed in
1991.

However last year the
council adopted a timeline
for the pool for between 20
and 30 years away.

In 2021 a Bass Coast
Shire study recommended
Cowes have a “district lev-
el” 25 metre by eight lane
competition pool, com-
bined learn-to-swim and
hydrotherapy area, and
24-hour gym, at a cost of
$45.7 million.

The study also recom-
mended a $41 million new
pool for Wonthaggi: 25
metres x 10 lanes, with a
larger gym, new spa and
sauna.

The shire has since
forged ahead with a “two-
pool strategy”, officially
seeking  $79.3 million
funding from State and
Federal governments for
Phillip Island and Wont-
haggi aquatic centres.

In 1994 it was an-
nounced the Rhyll tip

BREAKTHROUGH WITH ADELE

Adele is a dedicated NLP (Neuro-Linguistic Programming) and Emotional Regula-
tion Practitioner with a profound understanding of debilitating anxiety. Having
personally battled extreme anxiety and emotional dysregulation, she empathises
and understands those with similar struggles. Through the transformative power
of NLP and Hypnotherapy, she empowers clients to conquer anxiety permanently,
to overcome unresolved childhood emotions, triggers, and low self-esteem and
reclaim control of their lives. “You are not broken. Everything you need is already
within you, I'm just your guide.”

would  eventually Dbe
closed, with the Cowes
Recycling Bank on Dun-
smore Road built as an
interim measure in July
2013.

In 2015 the shire ac-
knowledged the island re-
quired a transfer station,
comparable to Wonthaggi.
It explained the Dunsmore
Road Cowes Recycling
Bank did not adequately
meet the needs of the com-
munity and was not a long-
term solution, especially
given the island’s growing
population and interna-
tional tourist status.

About 45 hectares at
380 Back Beach Road - op-
posite the Grand Prix Cir-
cuit (but which has Gap
Road frontage) — was pur-
chased by the shire in 2020
for $1.6 million.

The shire’s 2021/22 bud-
get included $100,000 for
the planning and design of
a new Phillip Island Trans-
fer Station.

According to the shire,
the new transfer station
and council depot would
be housed on about 4.5
hectares on the property.

The use of the remain-
der of the site is to be “de-
termined in consultation
with the community”, but
could include a solar farm
or biodiversity offsets.

Former CEO Ali Wastie
said funding had been al-
located in 2027/28.

COASTAL
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PLANNING

A Ventnor planning per-
mit for two dwellings on
one block has been re-
fused by Bass Coast Shire
councillors, in support of
objectors who are “bat-
tling to save our town-
ships from becoming an
extension of Melbourne”.
The permit for 30 Gros-
sard Point Road was for
the construction of two
homes on a 831sqm block
in the residential zone,
with shire planners rec-
ommending approval.
There were 45 objec-
tions to the permit, with
concerns including loss of
privacy and loss of views,
overdevelopment, a strain
on infrastructure, and
concerns the proposal
was inconsistent with the

guidelines for building
in Phillip Island’s small
townships.

Councillors agreed

with objectors, with Cr
Ronnie Bauer moving an
alternative motion to re-
fuse the permit; but with
Cr Bauer a last-minute
withdrawal from the
meeting, Cr David Rooks
moved the motion instead.

Cr Rochelle Halstead
said the concerns raised
by objectors were “a reg-
ular occurrence in Bass
Coast”.

“It’s all about amenity,
heights, setbacks, vegeta-
tion and a shared vision
by neighbours who wish
to protect the place in

The permit for 30 Grossard Point Road was for the construction
of two homes on a 831sqm block in the residential zone, with shire

planners recommending approval.

which they have invested
for themselves and for
their families,” Cr Hal-
stead said.

“No matter how hard
communities try it just
never seems to make it
into the legislation or
regulations, if it does
there are always those
loopholes that encourage
further development and
greater populations.

“As we battle to save
our townships from be-
coming an extension of
metropolitan Melbourne,
chipping away at the
dwindling beauty that
once drew us to this loca-
tion, we feel powerless to
stop.”

Cr Rooks said the com-
munity had concerns, es-
pecially two double storey
townhouses on one prop-
erty which was “not com-
mon for Ventnor”.

“The look and feel of
this application does not
sit with the current neigh-
bourhood character of the
area,” Cr Rooks said, add-
ing Ventnor was desig-
nated an area for minimal
change where subdivi-
sions and multi-dwellings
were “discouraged”.

“I hope should a VCAT
appeal happen, the tribu-
nal recognises the people
of Ventnor don’t want to
see multi dwellings on one
property.”

Planners said there
had been a number of ap-
provals in previous years
for subdivisions or devel-
opment for two homes,
which was “indicative of
gradual progression to-
wards smaller lot sizes”
and consistent with plan-
ning policy to encourage
infill development in town
boundaries.

NEWS

Ventnor subdivision rejected
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Marcus and Tane enjoying the sunflowers planted in the Our Lady Star of the Sea garden. More

photos at pisra.com.au/education

Bumper Crop at OLSS

EDUCATION

Everyone at Our Lady
Star of the Sea primary
school has been buzzing
with excitement over the
past couple weeks as the
gardens on the school
grounds provide students
with a plentiful supply of
fruit and vegetables.
“During Term Four last
year students from Foun-
dation through to Grade
Six all contributed to
planning, planting, water-
ing and weeding the gar-
den,” explained Principal
Catherine Blackford.
“While the lettuce and
beetroot were already
harvested and enjoyed
last year, the students
returned to school after
the summer holidays to a

bumper crop of strawber-
ries, tomatoes, pumpkin,
capsicum, corn and hun-
dreds of carrots!

“Plus, sunflower seeds
were strategically planted
by the Level 1/2 students,
so the seeds would grow
and beautiful tall sunflow-
ers would bloom in time
to warmly welcome the
preps on their first day of
school.”

The bumper crop has
been enjoyed throughout
the school and the Level
3/4 students were the
lucky class to create “Traf-
fic Light Fritters’ using the
corn, tomatoes, carrots
and capsicum straight
from the garden.

“Several families have
commented that our stu-
dents are now cooking the

fritters at home with their
families.”

As OLSS students are
organic farmers, any
produce that has been
damaged is ‘dissected’ in
class, giving students the
opportunity to learn about
seeds, lifecycles and the
special features of plants
that help them survive.

“The staff and student
at OLSS are very excited
and proud about our gar-
den and would like to ex-
tend an invitation to the
community to visit,” said
Mrs Blackford.

“Every day is open day
at OLSS so give the school
a call today to arrange a
tour with one of our keen
gardeners and Grade 6
School Leaders.”

/Sponsored article /
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Newhaven College Year 12 Leadership for 2024, with Head of Senior School and Vice Principal Jason
Scott and Principal Tony Corr. More photos at pisra.com.au/education

Newhaven College Student Leaders 2023

EDUCATION

Newhaven College nurtures the
whole child, to build the inner
confidence they need to ground
them through adult life.

Students are encouraged to
look at the world beyond them-
selves and aim to make a mean-
ingful difference. Some of the
students who represent these
values are recognised as leaders
among their peers.

At the College’s first all-school
assembly, the Year 12 Leadership
team was inducted by Principal
Mr Tony Corr.

Each student was welcomed
on stage, and applauded by their
fellow students, teachers and
families. The four College Cap-
tains represented their cohort by
hosting the assembly.

A new initiative for 2024 was the
introduction of ‘meet the people’.

“Meet the People involves stu-
dents from the Year 12 leadership
team shaking hands with the
students from the year level the
leadership team started in. This
exciting addition intends to build
on our community, friendships
and connections between sub-
schools at Newhaven College,”
College Captain, Tahlia Williams
explained.

The 2024 Year 12 Leadership
team consists of:

College Captains: Alice Mabilia,
Max Arceo, Tahlia Williams and
Tom Bird.

House Captains: Will Camp-
bell, Becky Heffer, Sienna Michie,
Jack Ryan (Bass), Daniel Caffieri,
Neave Dunstan, Jade Ruffin, Leo
Savona (Clarke), Ella Berry, Ar-
cher Herbert, Sonny McMillan,
Sienna Steiner (McHaffie), Claire
Banks, Heidi Driscoll, Finn Rus-
sell, Amelia White (Sambell).

Head of Junior School Cath Huther with the 2024 Junior School Leadership group.

Sport: Harry Butcher, Lily
Mewett. Drama: Jemima Aitken,
Dean Lyle. Music: Liam Fuery,
Jasmine Turton. Visual Arts:
Chloe Harris, Philippa Thomp-
son-Lord. Wellbeing: William Bar
Bar, Georgia Reich. Social Justice:
Tilia Peres-Anderson, Gabriel
Winterson. Environment and Sus-
tainability: Tahlia Lindley.

As part of the first All School
Assembly, several high achievers
from 2023 VCE were welcomed
back and congratulated.

Dux of College Tess Papas and
proxime accessit Saffi Campbell
Walker spoke passionately about
their time at Newhaven College
and what exciting adventures lay
ahead.

Middle School presented their
2024 student leaders at their first
assembly.

Head of Middle School, Mr
Ralph Arceo, explained the im-

portance of leadership and how
to lead by example.

The Middle School Leadership
for 2024 are:

Captains: Amara Pittorino,
Finn Campbell Walker.

House Captains: Nelly Fox, Wil-
liam Bruce, Maise van der Walt,
Heath McLean (Bass); Amelia
Baxter, Marasai O’Keeffe, Yas-
min Gloria, Angus Kennedy
(Clarke); Phoebe Helps, Millie
Thom, Harvey Leary (McHaffie);
Mia Bowtell, Savannah Bennett,
Bede Prideaux, Bella Rose Grant
(Sambell).

Drama: Koa Humphris. Envi-
ronmental: Mia Tillotson. Music:
Georgia Sanders, Hamish Dak-
ers-Hock. Public Speaking and De-
bating: Scarlette Hill. Wellbeing:
Tierlin Hamley. Sport: Isabella
Stead, Hayden Fenwick. Visual
Arts: Zoe Arnott, Equestrian: Ol-
ivia Curtain.

Junior School’s 2024 student
leaders were inducted at their
first assembly. All the students in
attendance offered their support
with riotous applause.

The Junior School Leadership
for 2023 are:

Captains: Chloe Shapardon,
Edward Lee. Vice Captains: Eden
Hallas, Leith Cameron.

House Captains: Cooper Ben-
nett, Sage van der Walt (Bass);
Ava Mannix, Sam Martindale
(Clarke); Rose Deery, Jude Foster
(McHaffie); Olivia Clark, Evelyn
McCabe (Sambell).

Wellbeing Captains: Evie Fel-
stead, Ava Kelly, Charli Pope and
Billy Vecino.

The college community con-
gratulates our 2024 student lead-
ers and looks forward to seeing
them all develop their leadership
skills over the coming year.
/Sponsored article /
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Cowes physiotherapist Tim Tracy ran around Phillip Island on February 24, starting and finishing the 96.6 km run in at
the jetty in Cowes. More photos at pisra.com.au

Tim runs rings around the island

RUNNING

On Saturday February 24, while
most of us were still tucked up in
bed, Cowes physiotherapist Tim
Tracy was off and running.

Just before dawn Tim set off
from the jetty in Cowes to run
around Phillip Island.

Fourteen and a half hours
later, he made it back to Cowes,
exhausted but exhilarated.

So what made him decide to
run 96.6km that weekend?

“That’s a good question, and
I still don’t really know the an-
swer,” Tim laughed.

“I've always run, since I was
a kid, but not competitively, just
for fun.

“I like the challenge of the
long run though.

“Mainly, I'm just keen for ad-
venture. I've done a few runs like
this before, but this is the first
one since I moved here from New
Zealand a couple of years ago.”

The decision to run around the
island wasn’t done on a whim.

He scoped out the potential
route including a couple of food
and water drops along the way.

Then Tim studied the tide cal-
endar and picked out “the per-
fect day, tide-wise” that would
let him circumnavigate the is-
land’s coastline, running mainly
on the beaches.

Fortunately, February 24 also
turned out to be perfect running
weather.

“It was overcast, 20 degrees,
and with a tailwind on the south
coast,” Tim said.

“It couldn’t have been better
really.”

Arriving back at Cowes, Tim was met
by his wife and friends. The run took
around 14.5 hours.

Route

Tim planned his running route to
capitalise on the low tides, saying
the key considerations were on
the island’s south coast, around
Kitty Miller Bay, Pyramid Rock
and YCW and Smiths Beach.

On that rocky part of the coast,
he needed the low tide access.

“I'ran on the beaches as much
as I could, but there were a few
spots where I couldn’t, like the
rocks around the Nobbies.

“Plus there were some areas
of private property, and man-
groves around Churchill Island
and Rhyll, where I had to run on
the main road.”

Along the way, Tim’s friends
and wife met up with him, bring-
ing food and water and cheering
him on.

Three friends even joined
him for part of the run.

“Two mates joined in for

around 10kms.

“My other friend is training
for an ultra-marathon, so he
wanted to run 25 kms with me,
but ended up running 50kms.”

Anticipating the run would
take him around 15 hours, Tim
aimed for a “sustainable pace”
that he could hold the whole way
through.

When he arrived back at the
Cowes jetty in the early evening,
Tim was greeted by his wife
and friends “and a few randoms
cheering me on”.

“I was absolutely stoked,
chuffed that I'd done it.”

After a 10-minute walk in the
water at Cowes beach, Tim said
he headed home for an Epsom
Salts bath ... and bed.

And he survived the chal-
lenge mostly unscathed.

“I held up pretty well, al-
though my ankle has been a bit
sore. And one of my big toenails
is blackened; it’s going to fall off.”

He followed up the island run
with a quick dash and swim in
the Cowes Classic last weekend,
but at this stage he has no plans
for another big run.

“There is a race on in May at
Wilsons Prom, with different
distances. I am thinking about
that one,” he admitted.

“I like the adventure and I
prefer to run on trails rather
than on the road.

“I find it relaxing.”

Meanwhile, his colleagues
at Balance Health gave him a
shout out on social media for his
incredible feat.

“We think he is a little crazy
and a whole lot of legendary!”

Story Gatherers return

LITERARY FESTIVAL

The Phillip Island Festival of
Stories will be held this year at
Berninneit in Cowes from Fri-
day August 2 through until Sun-
day August 4.

“The Island Story Gather-
ers’ Committee is thrilled to
announce that we will be hold-
ing the Phillip Island Festival of
Stories this year at Berninneit in
the format we presented before
we paused the Festival because
of the emergence of Covid,” said
spokesperson Lois Gaskin.

“We’'ve had some changes to
the committee and we’d like to
thank those members whose

efforts have contributed to our
ongoing success in the last few
difficult years.

“We are also pleased to wel-
come several new members who
bring great skill sets and won-
derful experience to the table.

“We are excited about what
this committee can produce
with its energy and positivity.”

Lois said the committee was
deep in the planning process.

“We have a lot of really great
people on our list of possible
presenters and some hugely ex-
citing guests just about locked
in, who we know will be of inter-
est to many people.”

Lois also said as part of the

2024 program and going for-
ward, the Story Gatherers were
partnering with Bass Valley Mu-
sical Festival Inc. to hold a Wa-
terline event during the Festival
weekend.

“We look forward to being
able to share this news with
you as we spread our wings by
bringing our stories across Bass
Coast.”

Lois said the Committee
should be able to make an ini-
tial announcement early next
month as “we confirm and lock
in presenters and we finalise the
structure and content of the pro-
gram”.

“Watch this space.”

Oliver Crane and Orly Moulynox have been accepted into the Victorian State
Youth Ballet for the 2024 season and start training in March for a performance
of The Little Mermaid. More photos at pisra.com.au

It's a double O
dance dream

BALLET

Two local boys are following
their dancing dreams, success-
fully auditioning for the Victo-
rian State Youth Ballet (VSYB).

Eight-year-old Orly Mouly-
nox from Cape Woolamai and
10-year-old Oliver Crane of Co-
rinella learned last week they’ll
be joining the VSYB for the 2024
season, which includes a perfor-
mance of The Little Mermaid
in May. There will be a perfor-
mance of The Nutcracker later
in the year.

The VSYB is the state’s lead-
ing youth ballet company and
offers training, rehearsing and
performing opportunities to the
next generation of dancers.

It provides a unique exposure
and connection to the ballet world,
and the opportunity to be men-
tored by professional dancers.

The two boys, who both at-
tend Spark Studio of Dance in
Corinella, will now travel to
Melbourne every Sunday for re-
hearsals, starting on March 10.

Orly’s mum Jess said both
boys had been dancing for years
and their dream was to become
professional dancers.

“We're all extremely proud of
them both,” she said, describing
the boys as motivated and full of
energy.

The weekly Sunday after-
noon rehearsals start on March
10 and include about two hours

of classical ballet training, an
hour and a half of male ballet
technique and then three hours
of performance class.

Jess said it was inspiring for
the boys to be around influen-
tial male dancers, and she hopes
Oliver and Orly’s story will en-
courage other local boys inter-
ested in dance to give it a try.

The boys both did a summer
intensive at the VSYB, spending
four days over the school holi-
days training at the school from
9am until 3pm.

Now they’re excited to take
on the challenge for the 2024
season, supported by their par-
ents and friends.

“This is 100 per cent driven by
him,” said Jess of Orly’s love of
dance.

“There’s no family back-
ground in dance.”

Both Spark Studio and the
boys’ schools are excited to
watch the boys pursue their
dance dreams.

“Orly is at Our Lady Star of
the Sea and the school is super-
supportive and Oliver goes to
the Village school,” said Jess.

“A lot of the teachers and kids
want to come to the performance.”

The Little Mermaid is at the
Karralyka Theatre in Ringwood
East, May 17 - 19.

Tickets to the performance
are available at: aukarralyka.
sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/
salesevent/114921

-

BUDGET

Bass Coast Shire reported a
$400,000 deficit after higher-
than-expected consultant and
contractor fees.

The quarterly performance
report for the half year ending
December 31, 2023 was pre-
sented at the February council
meeting, showing the forecast
adjusted underlying net re-
sult — which excludes capital
grants and contributions — was
a $400,000 deficit, less than
the expected $500,000.

The report said higher
than budget consultant fees of
$300,000 and contractor costs
($200,000) contributed to the
deficit.

In addition, utility cost in-
creases were forecasted to be

Shire’s financial update

$200,000 or 18 per cent higher
than budget due to an increase
for the contract renewal of
council’s green energy.

There was also higher
than budgeted workers com-
pensation insurance costs
($230,000), as well as price in-
creases ($200,000) for diesel,
bitumen, and asphalt.

Council’s 2023/24 capital
works program is forecast to
be $47.6 million, with 25 activi-
ties and initiatives to be deliv-
ered by the end of June.

One of the key projects de-
livered was the Cowes’ new
cultural centre, with Bernin-
neit opened in October, and the
Wonthaggi Northeast precinct
structure plan completed,
planning ahead for hundreds
of new homes.
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The Block filming kicks off;
show's creator reveals teasers

From page 1

He said Capeview Mitre 10
Cowes was part of the show -
as a key sponsor — but other lo-
cal businesses included South
Coast Flooring Xtra, as well as
Clay & Co Studio.

Julian has been frequenting
The Store in Ventnor for his cof-
fee fix, and he confirmed The
Block would once again feature
a pop-up McDonald’s.

When asked what the impact
of The Block effect was on an
economy, Julian referred to a
2012 Housing Industry Associa-
tion survey that found the effect
from each season was $250 mil-
lion “and that’s not accounting
for the tourism impact”.

“Basically this will be a 60 hour
commercial for Phillip Island.

“We will be pumping a lot of
money into the local economy.

“The Block is shown in 127
countries around the world so
you’ll be seeing a lot of people in
the future from far flung coun-
tries like Estonia.”

Accommodation

Julian said he had been coming
weekly to the island for the last
couple of months before moving
here two weeks ago.

He said the remainder of the
50-plus crew arrived last week,
who will all live on the island
for three months, in addition to
more staff who will not be per-
manently based here.

“I can’t remember a time
when the crew was as excited
as they were to start the series,
which is for two reasons. Firstly

Creator and executive producer of The Block Julian Cress, who has a personal connection to the island.

the location is arguably the best
we have ever had.

“And secondly it’s a meaning-
ful moment to be starting the
20th show.”

Most staff are living at Phil-
lip Island Apartments, as well as
Airbnbs.

“When locals found out we
were making the show here I
was inundated with phone calls
from people telling me their
house was available for rent,”
Julian said.

“We have had no trouble find-
ing accommodation for everyone.

“Even though we’ll all be
working hard, it’s a nice holiday
vibe here.”

Permit
The Nine in Six building team
kicked off work at 113-119 Justice
Road weeks ago, with the pro-
ducers believed to have paid $9.5
million for the property, which
was purchased in October.

Bass Coast Shire planners

approved the planning permit
for The Block - for the $3.3 mil-
lion construction of five dwell-
ings - in record time.

The permit was lodged on
October 17 and approved on No-
vember 27, which is just under
half the required 60 statutory
planning days, and considerably
less than some other delayed
permits.

Julian responded to critics
who questioned the Bass Coast
Shire’s prompt turnaround for

their planning permit.

“I get that people questioned
it, but we are getting no special
treatment and we don’t ask for
or expect special treatment,” he
said, confirming that all five of
the dwellings would be on sepa-
rate titles.

“Essentially most people look
to put more accommodation on a
one-hectare site. But it was very
easy for council to approve our
request because we were turn-
ing nine houses into five.

“People are generally worried
about development increasing
density and we are actually de-
creasing density. That smoothed
the way with planners.

“We are not the sort of devel-
oper who wants to do anything
to make the local community up-
set. We don’t want to leave a leg-
acy of projects people don'’t like.”

Personal connection

Julian has a decade-long asso-
ciation with Phillip Island, in-
troduced to the area through a
landscaper friend and coming
with his children for Christmas
holidays ever since.

“I fell in love with it.”

He is also a confessed motors-
port enthusiast and twice a year
is heavily involved in the charity
drive days at the Phillip Island
Circuit.

He said once the producers
found the Justice Road property
“the timing was right” to film in
Cowes.

“When we saw the holiday
park (Island Cove Villas) we
knew we had found the property.”

Coun

COUNCIL COSTS

Former Bass Coast Shire mayor
Michael Whelan clocked up more
than $48,000 in travel expenses
during his term on council.

And he also tallied the most
“other expenses” with nearly

illor e

$10,400.

But according to the coun-
cillor expenses for the current
term Cr Rochelle Halstead has
the biggest professional devel-
opment costs at $12,400.

The expenses were detailed
in the February council meet-

Xpenses up

ing agenda, including a tally of
councillor and mayoral allow-
ances from November 2020 to
December 2023, totalling more
than $1 million.

This included $229,000 for Cr
Whelan and $153,000 for former
mayor Cr Brett Tessari.

The details of the expenses including reimbursement of expenses for each Councillor paid by Bass Coast
Shire Council during the current term to 31 December 2023 are set out in the following table.

Number of Committees Cr sits on

Travel Other Professional 2020-
Councillor Expenses Expenses Development 2021
CrClare Le Serve
(Mayor 15/11/23 - present) 11,826.80 5,432.90 2,845.95 5
Cr Michael Whelan
(Mayor 17/11/21-15/11/23) 48,677.72  10,393.54 7,278.34 8
Cr Brett Tessari
(Mayor 15/11/20-17/11/21) 19,528.62 7,216.66 7,742.41 8
Cr Leticia Laing
(Deputy Mayor 17/11/21-16/11/22) 10,162.29 8,239.69 9,394.90 5
Cr Rochelle Halstead
(Deputy Mayor 16/11/22 - present) 17,641.63 6,024.41 12,409.68 3
Cr David Rooks 10,217.26 5,412.48 10,326.05 5
CrLes Larke 1,389.24 4,845.74 712.50 1
Cr Ron Bauer 584.50 5,666.03 712.50 2
Cr Geoff Ellis
(swornin as Councillor 14/8/23)  1,484.33 279.26 - -
Cr Bruce Kent
(resigned as Councillor 7/8/23) 6,011.08 4,940.93 - 3
Total 127,523.47 58,451.64  51,422.33 40

The expenses were detailed in the February council meeting agenda, including a tally of councillor and mayoral allowances from November 2020 to December 2023.

2021- 2022- 2023- Total
2022 2023 Present Expenses
5 4 5 20,105.65
9 8 3 66,349.60
4 3 1 34,487.69
10 5 2 27,796.88
5 4 4 36,075.72
5 5 3 25,955.79
- - - 6 ,947.48
3 1 - 6,963.03
- - 2 1,763.59
3 2 - 10,952.01
44 32 20 237,397.44

Cr Whelan’s travel expens-
es ($48,677) were consider-
ably higher than the next most
travelled councillor Tessari on
$19,500.

Cr Whelan’s total expenses
were $66,349, with deputy may-
or Cr Halstead coming second

dated

for total expenses at $36,075.

Crs Ron Bauer and Les Larke
continued to have the lowest ex-
penses, at under $7000.

Former councillor Bruce
Kent, who resigned in August
last year, had total expenses of
nearly $11,000.

The following table contains details of the Councillor and Mayoral
Allowance for the Mayor and Councillors paid during the current

term to 31 December 2023.

Councillor & Mayoral Allowance
(9 Nov 2020 - 31 Dec 2023)

Cr Clare Le Serve (Mayor 15 Nov 2023 - present) 102,821.79
Cr Michael Whelan (Mayor 17 Nov 2021 - 15 Nov 2023) 229,399.96
Cr Brett Tessari (Mayor 25 Nov 2020 - 17 Nov 2021) 153,421.89
Cr Leticia Laing (Deputy Mayor 17 Nov 2021 - 16 Nov 2022) 111,108.97
Cr Rochelle Halstead (Deputy Mayor 16 Nov 2022 - present) 115,677.46
Cr David Rooks 94,444.87
CrLes Larke 94,444.87
Cr Ron Bauer 94,444.87
Cr Geoff Ellis (sworn in as Councillor 14 Aug 2023) 11,852.80
Cr Bruce Kent (resigned as Councillor 7 Aug 2023) 82,153.99
Grand Total 1,089,771.47
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BEAUTY

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

LKO00415AA

Gifts Repairs
Custom Designs Watch Batteries
Y & 7077 A% % % WY

Shop 2, 69 Chapel St, Cowes D : 56785788

Open Tuesday-Friday 95 Saturday 91
Shop 3,15 Warley Avenue, Cowes

HOME

FURNITURE OUTLET COWES
SALE NOW ON

MATTRESSES

ALL SIZES AVAILABLE AT GREAT PRICES
Queen/double/ single/ king single/king size
PLUS Beds / tallboys /bedside chests. Etc. etc.
DELIVERY AND TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE

BEATS PRICES IN MELBOURNE
Furniture Outlet. P/L.153 Thompson Ave. Cowes.
0402 042 576.

RINTITFASTA

Shop Local

www.printitfast.com.au PRINT LOCAL

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry
Self-Service

NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes,

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF "
/ y Y 2nd Floor, above M&O Café

with the CODE: LOCAL15

@ 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  { 0359521488

LEISURE

OPEN 7 DAYS from 10am
1805 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes
Ph: 03 5952 2283
amazenthings.com.au

Penguin Parade, - See more
Churchill Island & & SAVE
Koala Conservation Reserve with a
3 PARKS
PASS

Choose from an array of native and
endemic plants to Phillip Island (Millowl).

9am-3pm Wed, Thur, Sat & Sun

Next to Koala Conservation Reserve,
1810 Phillip Island Rd, Phillip Island
penguins.org.au/bushbank T 0427 897 448

FINANCE MEDICAL

Your local bank for locals NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC
San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383

Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Shop 5 8-10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven

Opening hours:
8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910

to make an appointment!

For all your refinancing or home loan
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.
Gabriel Caffieri - Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffieri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770

LK00393AA

FOOD & DRINK

Handlex(%Anderson
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Wildlifeo

cruises

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling

& Entertainment
Centre

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

PHILLIP 1
MAR

OPEN 7 DAYS

5956 9238 14 Beach Road, Rhyll

COWESBOAT &0 )", "4 0=

CARAVANRVSTORAGE SELF

STORAGE

! Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 5952 2799

Old clothing,
shoes, bedding
and textiles go
in your
Landfill bin

-
[ | EOAASS§

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669

thecentrecowes
@hotmail.com

1300 OURCAB (687222)

SouthCoastTaxi

RANFURLIE B&B
WEEKENDER COWES

A quiet retreat offering 3 large and cosy bedrooms,
which sleeps 2 per room.

For $150 per night per room, incl a continental breakfast.
For reservations and availability, please call

0434 174 251

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

www.pisra.com.au

ADVERTISER

FRESH TAKE AWAY Locally owned and operated by
LOCAL
s Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

SALES

ORDERS
OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm 5678 5206 FISH & CHIPS

0448 602 005
PHILLIP
WINERY www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

ISLAND h

www.phillipislandwinery.com.au
(03) 8595 2155

REAL ESTATE

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

THE JETTY
phillip island

Private functions welcome
thejettyphillipisland.com | thejettyphillipisland@gmail.com

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALES APPRAISAL
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL.

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU 5952 3922

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au | 03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

THE

waterboy

CAFE—
58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765 £3(©)

Selling more properties
on Phillip Island than

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS any other agency
ON THE ISLAND"” 5952 2799
ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! raywhitephillipisland.com.au
ORDERS 5907 6796

RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

0
PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO
AUTOMOTIVE

7Y sevice e

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland
|

ALEX SCOTT
ANDSTAFF /', 1886

1 13a Thompson Avenue, Cowes
59522633 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

514"

°_ 3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
0359523 305

e, ~~ & PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU
QI/,CE ce® HELLO@PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

COMPUTER SERVICES

(03) 59523312 \ waterfrontcomputers.com.au
fixme@waterfrontcomputers.com.au



Elmo's Circus Dream

THEATRE

The wait is over. ElImo and
all your Sesame Street fa-
vourites are heading to re-
gional Victoria, with EImo’s
Circus Dream.

The circus rolls into Won-
thaggi on March 14, at the
Community Arts Centre,
with two shows at 10.30am
and Ipm.

The shows are part of a
massive tour that includes
Shepparton, Echuca, Wan-
garatta, Albury, Bairnsdale,
Sale, Traralgon, Ballarat,
Hamilton, Horsham, Mildu-
ra and Bendigo. This thrill-
ing theatre show takes you
on an enchanting journey
with Elmo and his friends
as they discover their hid-
den talents and dreams at
the circus. Get ready to be
entertained by their amaz-
ing acts, catchy songs, and
heart-warming  moments
that will leave you smiling
from ear to ear.

It all begins with Elmo’s
enchanting bedtime story
about the circus. As Elmo
falls asleep, he is magi-
cally transported to his
dreamtime circus where he
is warmly greeted by his
friends Abby, Cookie Mon-
ster, Grover, Bert, and Ernie.

The show bursts into
high energy as the talented
cast sings and dances to the
iconic Sesame Street theme
song, but with a twist - they
are embarking on an excit-
ing adventure to the circus.

With their vibrant cos-
tumes and catchy tunes,

Join Elmo and friends on an enchanting journey as they discover
their hidden talents and dreams at the circus. Wonthaggi Com-

munity Arts Centre on March 14.

they express their deep de-
sire to join the circus and
become part of its magical
experience. From hilarious
clowning and daring stunt
attempts to mesmerising
dog acts and captivating
dance routines, the stage
comes alive with their
boundless energy, skill, and
infectious enthusiasm.

But the excitement
doesn’t stop there. Brace
yourself as internationally
renowned circus perform-
ers take the stage, show-
casing their extraordinary
talents. Prepare to be spell-
bound by their impressive
acrobatic  displays, jaw
dropping juggling acts, and
mind-bending illusions that
will leave you in awe at their
incredible feats.

‘Elmo’s Circus Dream’ is
more than just a show - it’s
an immersive experience
that ignites the imagina-
tions of children, encour-
ages self-expression and
teaches valuable life lessons

in a fun and engaging way.

Get ready to be dazzled
as the magic of the circus
unfolds before your eyes,
leaving you with unforget-
table memories and a re-
newed belief in the power
of dreams. Don’t miss out!
Get your tickets now and
join Elmo and his Sesame
Street friends at Elmo’s Cir-
cus Dream - it will leave you
beaming from ear to ear
and believing that anything
is possible!

Wonthaggi Union Com-
munity Arts Centre, 96
Graham Street, Wonthaggi.
Thursday March 14. Ses-
sions at 10.30am and 1pm.

Tickets at: www.trybook-
ing.com/events/1178674/ses-
sions

www.basscoastcultural-
venues.com/wonthaggi-
union

www.facebook.com/ses-
amestreetcircus
www.instagram.com/
sesamestreetcircus
/ Sponsored article /

sesamestreetcircus.com.au

WONTHAGGI

UNION COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE

96 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

4 MARCH 2024

10:30Am & 1:00Pm SHOWS

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO SECURE YOUR TICKETS

www.sesamestreetcircus.com.au/tickets

© 2024 Sesame Workshop. All rights reserved.
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There will be some classic cars on the streets of Cowes this Friday (March 8) as part of the Phillip

Island Classic - Festival of Motorsports.

Historic cars on show

EVENT

There will be some classic cars on the
streets of Cowes this Friday (March 8) as
the island gears up for the Phillip Island
Classic — Festival of Motorsports.

Fast becoming a tradition for the Phillip
Island Classic is the Cowes Car Show on
the Friday afternoon.

Starting at 4pm and stretching through
to mid-evening, this free car show is set up
in the centre of Cowes.

But this isn’t just any car show.

The event, proudly presented by
Bowden’s Own and held in association
with the Phillip Island Classic — Festival
of Motorsports and the Bass Coast Shire
Council, is in Thompson Avenue, and ev-
eryone is invited to come along.

In attendance each year are several
classic historic race and road cars that are
sure to get the blood pumping. Some of the
cars even make their way straight from

the track!

This year’s Phillip Island Classic — Fes-
tival of Motorsport will be celebrating 50
years of the mighty L.34 Torana and as part
of this celebration, there will be a gaggle of
race-prepared L34 Torana’s on show at the
Cowes Car Show as well as a collection of
Group C race cars.

Thompson Avenue will be shut down to
all traffic for the duration of the event to
give onlookers the chance to get up close
and personal with these magic machines.

Merchandise and discounted Sunday
race tickets will also be on sale at the event.
Don’t miss all the action. Friday, March 8,
4pm - 8pm, Thompson Avenue, Cowes.

The 2024 Phillip Island Classic Festival
of Motorsport takes place from March 8 —
10 at the Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit.

Tickets at the gate. Patrons under 17
years of age are free to enter if accompa-
nied by an adult.

/ Sponsored article /

Proudly Presented by the Bass Coast Shire

B

(
1y

Friday 8th March

Sponsored by .

VHRR Merchandise
& discount Sunday race
Tickets available

All Invited to Attend

Thompson Ave Cowes

4pm to 8pm

In Association with the

.« BILLIP
- [SLAND

FESTIVAL or MOTORSPORT
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Tattoo lover aiming for the cover

COMPETITION

Local woman Tracey Cu-
pid is out to win the Inked
Magazine Cover Girl com-
petition.

The international com-
petition lets the public vote
on who should be on the
next cover of the magazine.

Tracey is currently at
the top of her group, but
she said there is still a long
way to go.

“Whilst that sounds
great there’s still 30,240
women competing world-
wide.

“Next cut is Top 10

which will reduce to 20,160.
Then goes Top 5, and then
I need to stay first to move
to quarter finals,” she ex-
plained.

As part of the publicly
voted competition Tracey
is in the running to win
$25,000, trip to the Baha-
mas, photoshoot, and tat-
too from a world-renowned
tattooist.

Tracey’s tattoos are cur-
rently all done locally.

“I only go to local tattoo-
ist Lindsay Becker since
2017, who’s now set up with
Hectic Clothing in Cape
Woolamai.”

She says her current
favourite tattoo is her
“new left arm sleeve ... It’s
my first real go at getting
colour in my ink journey”.

She’s hoping with the
support of her Instagram
and Facebook followers,
plus the local communi-
ty, she’ll be able to keep
moving up the competi-
tion rankings.

And if she wins?

“I would love to be
able to buy a house and
$25,000 would be a good
start as a deposit.

“I want a permanent
roof over our heads in-

JO02381AA

151 Thompson Ave, Cowes
(03) 5952 2605

stead of the constant fear
of our landlord decid-
ing to sell, and we have
to move again.” Vote for
Tracey at: cover.inked-
mag.com/2024/tracey-
cupid or via the QR Code.

Local woman Tracey Cupid is out to win the Inked Magazine Cover
Girl competition and is hoping the community will support her and
Jjump online to vote. Photo: Claire Davie

COWES, PHILLIP ISLAND

POTTERY CLASSES

TO FIND OUT MORE CONTACT

m Hand building and pottery wheel

JB.Pottery@outlook.com

(©) +61 438 315 951

m Tuesdays and Wednesdays

m Suitable for all abilities

43(0) %
theislandmarketplace@gmail.com r-{'F& l:-"-.-
0 the i

place

Open 7 days a week 10am - 4pm




Sign up for the
Deb Rielly Run

EVENT

Preparations for the
Deb Rielly Run for the
Kids on March 10 are
well advanced and or-
ganisers are encour-
aging sporting clubs,
schools, workplaces and
other groups to register
as a team.

The team with the
most participants will
win a cash prize of $250.

The Deb Rielly Run
for the Kids is in mem-
ory of Deb Rielly who
devoted her life to sup-
porting the community
and creating opportuni-
ties for disadvantaged
young people.

The run on Sun-
day March 10 starts
at the main Kilcunda
Foreshore car park at
9.30am.

You can register on
site up until 9.15am and
teams will also be regis-
tered on site.

Runners and walkers
will all cross the iconic
trestle bridge and take
in the fantastic Bass
Strait coastline.

“Deb was passion-
ate about being fit and
getting out and about
in our amazing envi-

ronment and this event
hopes to encourage as
many people as possible
to get active and appre-
ciate our surroundings,”
said event organiser
Frank Angarane.

Starting and finish-
ing at the main car
park on the Kilcunda
Foreshore it will in-
clude 2km, 5km and
10km runs and a family
friendly walk.

Prizes will be award-
ed for different age cat-
egories.

Online registrations
have been steady with
the most interest being
in the 10km run, Frank
said.

Though it will be pos-
sible to register on site
participants are encour-
aged to register on line
to help streamline the
process on race day.

To register as an
individual online go
to raceroster.com/
events/2024/85147/deb-
rielly-run-for-the-kids.

For further informa-
tion contact event co-
ordinator Frank Anga-
rane on 0418 529 310 or
ontheroad3995@gmail.
com.

/Sponsored article /
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Last week Cowes Primary School students gathered on the school

oval to mark the 150 Year milestone with an aerial photo. The commu-

nity is invited to join the celebrations at the Annual Fete on March 3.

The Grade 3/4 students display their sock creations from last

Friday’s crazy sock day.

Fabulous fete as part of 150 celebrations

EVENT

The famous Cowes Pri-
mary School fete returns
this Saturday, March 9
from 10am until 2pm, as
part of the school’s 150
Years celebrations

On the day of the fete
parents and volunteers
will be running a variety
of stalls, including the
ever-popular gift basket,
raffle (with some fantas-
tic prizes), cake, BBQ and
showbag stalls.

This year, a delicious
Devonshire Tea will be
served alongside a 150
Year display set up by the

Registrations

yyvzscoar

https://raceroster/events /2024 /85147 / deb-rielly-run-for-the-kids

school and Phillip Island
Historical Society.

All members of the
school and local commu-
nity are encouraged to
come along and relive the
memories of Cowes Pri-
mary School across the
decades.

Other fun activities in-
clude a petting zoo and
multiple rides/amuse-
ments for all ages to enjoy.

There will be a giant
jumping castle, inflatable
slide, three lane bungee
run and a chair ‘o plane.

Other options include
trying your luck at the
Chocolate toss, getting

JD03643AA

your face painted or your
hair colour sprayed.

The CFA will be set-
ting up a display of their
historic Austin Fire Truck
and The Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife
will be in attendance with
their education trailer.

A local dance group
and singer Daniel Lunn
will be providing enter-
tainment throughout the
day.

Socks

In preparation for the
big event, last Friday stu-
dents wore their craziest
socks and brought along

a block of chocolate to
be used for prizes on the
Chocolate Toss stall at the
school Fete.

“The day was a huge
success, and it was won-
derful to see so much ex-
citement and creativity
from students,” Principal
Rod McKenzie said.

Come and enjoy a fan-
tastic community day and
help celebrate the 150
year history of Cowes
Primary.

Cowes Primary School
Fete, Saturday March 9,
10am - 2pm. 177 Settle-
ment Road, Cowes.

cowesps.vic.edu.au/
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 2024

In this year’s IWD feature, a local woman who
has made an extraordinary contribution to the
health of Australia and the globe.

Kylie Lindorff won a World Health Organisa-
tion award for her work on tobacco control in
2022 and is currently focused on the health risks
posed by the increasing use of vapes.

Most locals know Kylie
Lindorff as the owner of
the Cowes’ book shop,
Turn The Page, alongside
her husband Brendan.

However, when she’s not
stocking shelves or recom-
mending the best crime fic-
tion, Kylie is lauded across
the globe for her 25-year
fight against tobacco.

It’s a battle that has seen
her receive prestigious
gongs, including by the
World Health Organisation,
asked to speak at interna-
tional conferences, and take
on the current role as chair
of the board of the Global
Alliance of Tobacco Con-
trol, the peak non-govern-
ment global organisation.

“This is a global indus-
try and it needs a global
response,” she says mat-
ter-of-factly to the Adver-
tiser in the lead up to In-
ternational Women’s Day.

Kylie didn’t set out on a
path to take on big tobacco.

She grew up on a dairy
farm in Drouin and stud-
ied a degree in physical ed-
ucation at Victoria Univer-
sity before later a Masters
in public health (“I played
a lot of sport as a kid -
hockey and softball”).

“A lot of women are
drawn to working in the
health sector,” she adds.

“A lot of people who
have mentored me have
been women.

“We’re a tight group
and support each other.”

It was when she was

employed by the Heart
Foundation in Darwin that
she began to understand
“just how evil the tobacco
industry was”.

“I then got a bee in my
bonnet about the whole
thing.

“People who work in
tobacco control generally
stay there for a long time.
I've worked in it 25 years
and that’s not unusual.
The more you get into it
the more you realise this
industry has to be stopped.

“They are selling a
product that kills two out
of three long-term users in
order to make a profit for
their shareholders. That is
their business model.

“Anything - like cli-
mate change — where there
are big multinational com-
panies that make lots of
money where people die
as a result - how can you
not be passionate about
that?”

Having worked vari-
ously for the Victorian
and Australian Govern-
ments, a short-term ad-
visory role for the World
Health Organisation and
Cancer Council Victoria,
Kylie now works part-time
remotely — from her island
home - as the senior advi-
sor for national and inter-
national tobacco policy for
the NSW Cancer Council.

The battle

Previously Kylie has been
at the forefront of advanc-

Kylie knows, where there's smoke theres fire

Phillip Island resident Kylie Lindorff has received globally presti-
gious gongs, including by the World Health Organisation, is asked
to speak at international conferences, and is currently chair of
the board of the Global Alliance of Tobacco Control.

ing tobacco laws in Aus-
tralia, particularly plain
packaging laws.

She says the fight now
is all about restricting
access to tobacco and
stopping vapes, or e-ciga-
rettes.

“The big gaping hole
in policy is how available
it is. In Victoria you don’t
need a licence to sell to-
bacco. You've got to have a
licence to be a newsagent
or a pharmacy, or sell li-
quor, but not cigarettes,”
Kylie says, adding that
states other than Victo-
ria, NSW and Queensland
have more restrictive li-
cencing,.

“It’s early days on the
health impacts of vapes,
but we know there are re-
spiratory problems, den-
tists say they cause atro-
cious decay and even oral
cancers in children, as
well as mouth mould.

“They need to addict
another generation of
young people to continue
to generate profits.”

Decompress

Kylie and Brendan owned
a holiday house on the is-
land for 15 years, before
buying the bookshop and
moving here full time in
2022.

It’s not surprising Kylie
has a gym membership
but struggles to find time
to use it.

Instead, in what down
time she finds, she walks
or runs her active Kelpie.

“I like to read to de-
compress. Always fiction,
never non-fiction, it’s too
much like work. I like to
escape.”

In recent weeks Kylie
has just returned from a
conference in Panama.

“As the chair of the
Global Alliance for To-
bacco Control board I'll be
on a teleconference from
1lpm to lam because of
the different time zones.

“Thankfully Brendan
takes most of the load at
the book shop, which is
open seven days a week.”

Given tobacco control is
a multi-decade fight, how
does she stay motivated.

“I get really frustrated
and it can be disheartening.

“There would be noth-
ing better for me than to
have to find another job.
Thatis everyone’s ultimate
goal in the field I work in.

“The big picture is we
are not going to let these
companies win. It’s a mat-
ter of life and death.”

Leeane and Allison, founders of Tarra Care, a home care service
that provides support to people across Gippsland.

Tarra Care: compassion
and community

Leeane and Allison
are not only partners in
life, but also in business.
They are the founders of
Tarra Care, a home care
service that provides sup-
port to people across the
Gippsland region.

The couple moved to
Phillip Island in 2014, and
married at Smiths Beach
in 2019.

They decided to start
their own business in-
spired by their passion for
helping others.

They named it Tarra
Care, after the Aboriginal
word for “river”, which
symbolises life and con-
nection. Allison’s heritage
traces back to the Dharug
people on her maternal
side.

Tarra Care is a beacon
of compassion and com-
munity support.

“Everything is driven
in us to give back to the
community,” Leeane and
Allison said.

“We want to give people
an opportunity to feel val-
ued.”

Their mission extends
far beyond business—they
aim to enhance the lives,
health, and well-being
of individuals across the
greater Gippsland region.

They offer a range of
services, such as person-
al care, shopping, meal
preparation, dog walking,
outings, medical appoint-
ments, and more. They
cater to people from birth
to end-of-life, respecting
their dignity and prefer-
ences.

Leeane and Allison
are an example of women
who are not only success-
ful entrepreneurs, but also
inspiring leaders and role
models.

They embody the spirit
of International Women’s
Day, which celebrates the
social, economic, cultural,
and political achievements
of women. They also re-
mind us of the importance
of kindness, empathy, and
solidarity in these chal-
lenging times.

www.tarracare.com.au/
/Sponsored article /

Home and Community Care

We offer a wide range of services, to be deliv-
ered to your home. Allow us to support you
or your loved one in personal care, respite,
shopping, meal preparation, dog walking,

outings, medical appointments, and much

more.

Disability Supports
Our spccialist team can assist you or your
loved one with the day-to-day Supports to

vvo99£oar

allow you to live your life to the best. Our tal-
ented pool of staff can support from 1 hour to
24-hours a day.

Aged Care

Let our specialist care staff assist and care for

you or your aged loved one in their home, or

in a supported facility, high care, and special-
ist care. We will tailor our packages and staff
to meet the unique requirements of your care.
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 2024

Newhaven College celebrates I

Access to a fulfilling education for girls
and young women is an intrinsic hu-
man right, however, not all girls receive
the same level of education around the
world.

At Newhaven College, this does not
go unnoticed as the College’s female pop-
ulation appreciates the privileges that
an intensive and holistic education can
provide.

On Friday March 8, the College cel-
ebrates International Women’s Day, by
shedding light on the transformative
impact that educated girls can have on
a global scale.

Year 12 student Tilia Pires-Andersen
has a strong passion for STEM subjects
and urges girls to take up subjects in sci-
ence and maths.

“International Women’s Day offers a
chance for me to see the women I admire
get the recognition they deserve, in a
society where they have been systemati-
cally underrepresented,” Tilia says.

“It is a reminder of the constant
achievements of women, specifically
women in leadership, and an inspiration
for me. School is a place for opportunity,
and I think we should take advantage of
everything that school provides us with,
as these are things that will actively ben-
efit our future.”

College students are taught about the
value of education and how to embrace
all the opportunities they are given. No
matter what gender, all students are pro-
vided with an open-minded, progres-
sive appreciation for learning, sharing
knowledge and embracing challenges.

After 42 years of teaching, Art Teach-
er and local artist, Sian Adnam thinks
back to when girls were not even encour-

aged to surf, let alone speak up in class.

“At co-educational schools, girls can
be overlooked and overwhelmed by the
presence of boys. IWD focuses on girls
using their voice and being given the op-
portunities to do that.”

When asked what IWD means to her,
Lucinda Schenk, an enthusiastic mem-
ber of the College’s Learning Support
team, reflected that the day provides
“time to reflect and acknowledge amaz-
ing women who have demonstrated in-
credible accomplishments, celebrating
their bravery and strength”.

The College certainly emphasises the

achievements of girls and boys alike,
seeing many of the College’s dux and
highest achievers being girls over the
past few years.

Newhaven College Careers Advisor,
Anthea Bennett, said that 20 years ago
when she started teaching, “the oppor-
tunity for women in leadership roles was
non-existent”.

“Significant change and progress has
been made over the years and the land-
scape has certainly changed with wom-
en in leadership.”

This is true at Newhaven College,
where the College Board and the Lead-

ership teams are populated with an
equal balance of women and men. This
was not the case just a few years ago.
Women being in a position of power and
mentorship normalises this to the Col-
lege’s staff and students. If you see it,
you can be it.

Final words to all women and girls
from Anthea Bennett: “Be courageous,
take opportunities and back yourself”
and from Tilia: “Make use of every sin-
gle opportunity you are given, and keep
supporting girls around you, as we are
in this together.”

/Sponsored article /

We inspire
inclusion

better world.

who work in water.

A WESTERNPORT

vvssocoqr

At Westernport Water we understand and value
women’s inclusion, and together, we forge a

We acknowledge and celebrate all women

vv189c0ar

vyoregoar

Committing to Inspiring Inclusion

Leading by example are Ella Arnold - Membership and Leadership Development Inverloch SLSC and
Alice Webb - Co-Club Captain Venus Bay SLSC who also organised the successful 2024 Pink Patrol Brunch.

International Women'’s Day is a time to come together
to acknowledge, reflect and celebrate  women'’s
contributions and achievements in our family, our
community, our society. A day that we focus in on the
every other day as we galvanise our collective efforts to
progress gender equality and opportunity for Victorian
women and girls.

When women and girls are inspired to be included,
there is a sense of belonging, relevance and
empowerment.

We see it at our local Surf Clubs, in our SES Units,
Sporting Clubs, Schools, community organisations,
Councils, service agencies, local businesses all creating
the space, the support, the environment and leading
the way with programs, initiatives and leadership
opportunities —we are all the better for it when we are
at the table bringing our learnings, our history, culture,
experiences and story.

The Allan Labor government has an unwavering
commitment to improving outcomes for women and
girls, our Gender Equality Strategy and Australia's first
ever Gender Equality Act is about action and outcomes
—T10 of them to be delivered across government over
the next 4 years as a start.

We continue to invest in programs and services to
increase participation and create opportunities for
women and gender diverse Victorians of all ages and
backgrounds.

In fields including manufacturing, energy, STEM,
construction through to supporting
apprenticeships, Emerging Leaders, free tuition and
scholarships in areas like nursing, midwifery, mental
health and more.

We focus in on the gender pay gap, housing,
women's health, parenting, housing. Our Change
our Game initiative works towards leveling the
playing field for women and girls in sport and active
recreation, you will also see more public art of
inspirational women by women.

We are undertaking an Inquiry into women'’s pain,
have Free pads and tampons in all government
schools, underway also are the big systemic reforms
like Best Start — Best Life.

We've come a long way - always more to do.
We are community and we have a story to tell.

Thank you to all the amazing inspiring people that
are walking this inclusion journey with us.

Happy International Womens' Day

jordan
crugnale m

STATF MFMRFR FOR RASS

E: jordan.crugnale@parliament.vic.gov.au T:5672 4755
9 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi 3995 F: JordanCrugnaleMP
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Record day at Cowes Classic

The Bass Coast ‘Summer Series
of Aquathons’ finished on a great
note last Saturday with record
entries in both the Little Penguin
Dash and the 31st Cowes Clas-
sic, which was the final leg of the
Bass Coast Series.

This means that all four
Aquathons - the Cape Paterson
Aquathon, the San Remo Chan-
nel Challenge, the Little Penguin
Dash for Juniors (U/15) and the
Cowes Classic — all set new re-
cords for the number of competi-
tors entered into each event.

Last Saturday again saw ideal
conditions and at 10.30am there
were 140 youngsters lined up to
participate in the increasingly pop-
ular Little Penguin Dash (LPD) for
seven to 14-year-old Juniors.

The previous best number was
108 last year and this event has
seen increased entries in each of
the five years it’s been held.

The LPD is not conducted as
a race, with times not recorded,
and no prizes for placegetters,
but the emphasis is on partici-
pation and ‘having a go’. Every
youngster that makes it to the fin-
ish line receives a medallion for
having finished the event.

Then later, when the competi-
tors in the 31st edition of the Cow-
es Classic lined up at the start at
2pm, it was very satisfying for the
organisers from the Phillip Island
Football Netball Club (PIFNC)
and the Woolamai Beach Surf

Life Saving Club (WBSLSC) to
note the 393 competitors who
entered exceeded the previous
record by 80 - a terrific result for
all involved.

“The highlight of the racing
was undoubtedly seeing top Aus-
tralian triathlete, Callum Mc-
Clusky, make a clean sweep of
all three Bass Coast events, and
we wish him well in his quest to
represent Australia at the Paris
Olympics,” said Ron Nicholson
from the organising committee.

“There was also an impressive
effort by local competitor, Justin
Tilley, who is in the O/40 Masters
category, as he recorded the sec-
ond fastest time of all competitors
in the Classic.

“Another local, Zoe Adams,
was first home in both the Se-
nior Open and Local Female cat-
egories while local girl, Emma
Moore also won both of the O/50
Veteran Female categories.

“For the third time this sum-
mer we saw local O/40 competi-
tors Justin Tilley, Mark Rowe and
Stephen Noble finish 1st, 2nd and
3rd in both the Open and Local
0/40 categories,” Ron said.

“Local boy, Callum McLeod,
again did well to push a Victo-
rian Institute of Sport competitor
in the Open Junior Male section
and win the Local Junior Male
category.”

There was a strong local con-
tingent in the race, as well some

high profile visitors, including
ABC TV Breakfast host Michael
Rowland, who described himself
as a “pretty happy” veteran, post-
ing his results from the Cowes
Classic on his Instagram page to
his 41,5000 followers.

Series

The Cowes Classic was the third
and final leg of the Bass Coast
Series and the cheques for each
of the twenty category winners
were presented along with the
prizes for Saturday’s event.

The closest finish was in the
Veteran Local Male category
where Kris Harris and Jim Cor-
bett entered the final leg all square
on points and in the deciding race
only 14.5 seconds separated them
over their 25-minute race.

The Bass Coast Series was ex-
panded this year to include a cat-
egory for competitors for those
competitors over 60 years of age
(Super Veterans) and it has been
a popular concept which is defi-
nitely one of the reasons for the
increased numbers at each event
this year.

“There is a great deal of satis-
faction for those who enter and
finish in all three events each
summer and the Bass Coast Se-
ries is fully sponsored by the
Bass Coast Shire who were rep-
resented at the presentations by
Cr Rochelle Halstead, the Deputy
Mayor,” Ron said.

The winner of the 2024 Cowes Classic was Callum McClusky, who romped home almost a minute and a

half ahead of the rest of the field in a time of 18:19 minutes. Winner of the Cape Paterson Triathlon and
San Remo Channel Challenge as well earlier this year, Callum, who is from Canberra, is currently training
in Melbourne, and is aspiring to represent Australia in the triathlon event at the Paris Olympics. Callum

(centre) with Baden Maoney, runner up, (right) and Michael Kernahan (third placing)

Phillip Island footy club Under 16 and Under 18 footballers turned out in force to compete in the

Cowes Classic on Saturday.

“It is also an enjoyable chal-
lenge for the local competitors
to take on the visiting contingent
and this year we congratulate
the four locals who won both the
Open and Local sections of the
Bass Coast Series.

“It has been a fantastic sum-
mer of events for the organisers
from WBSLSC, Cape Paterson
SLSC and the PIFNC as well as
for the competitors who travel
from far and wide to participate
in these events which bring many
strands of the local community
together,” said Ron.

“We all hope to see even bigger
numbers at the events in 2025.

“The organisers also wish to
thank the many sponsors and
organisations who make these
events possible.

“It is a big job, and an expen-
sive one, to put these events to-
gether and without the support
from the local community they
may not be possible.”

Bass Coast Series Results

Open Senior Male:
Callum McClusky
Open Senior Female:
Mia Foster

Local Senior Male:
Andre Hetebrueg
Local Senior Female:
Tiarnie Ellingworth
Open Junior Male:
Callum McLeod

with Mia and Alana in eight and 11th overall respectively.

Open Junior Female:
Erin Maloney

Local Junior Male:
Callum McLeod

Local Junior Female:

Abbey Clarke

Open Masters O/40 Male:
Justin Tilley

Open Masters 0/40 Female:
Sarah Smith

Local Masters O/40 Male:
Justin Tilley

Local Masters O/40 Female:
Sarah Smith

Open Veteran O/50 Male:
Aurel Wachter

Open Veteran O/50 Female:
Emma Moore

Local Veteran O/50 Male:
Kris Harris

Local Veteran O/50 Female:
Emma Moore

Open Super Veteran Male:
Mark Knight

Open Super Veteran Female:
Janice Stephens

Local Super Veteran Male:
Bill Yusko

Local Super Veteran Female:
Carol Brewster

For more photos,
visit pisra.com.au/sport

Phillip Islander Zoe Adams (centre) was the winner of this year's female category of the Cowes
Classic event, in a time of 21:50, ahead of Mia Foster (right) from Seaford, and Alana Leabeater, of
Coburg. Close on the heels of the male competitors, Zoe finished in a fantastic seventh place overall,

Phillip Island netballers competing in Saturday’s biathlon event are from left Rachael Cameron,

Jackie Clark, Meg Ondshoorn, Bella Ondshoorn and Kate Williams.
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Sixth generation islanders Lachlan and Archie Dallinger with their
grandfather Pot Dallinger, who holds the distinction of being the
only person to compete in all 38 Channel Challenge events, and

Local netballer Lily Hewett (left) won the local female junior cate- was a regular at the Cowes Classic over the years. The boys look
gory of the biathlon. With fellow netballer Aisha Hibbert and Jasper ~ Under 9 biathletes Cooper Bennet and Leith Cameron were first like following in their grandad’s footsteps with Lachlan (right)
Saunders who took out second place in the mixed relay category. and second over the finish line in their age group. first over the line in the Under 8 event.

It takes a huge team of volunteers from the Phillip Island Foot-

ball Netball Club and the Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club to

enable Saturday’s fundraising biathlon events to go ahead. Local

netballers Charlie Ross, Nikki Williams and Lexie Walton manned the ~ From left Skye Finn, Miller Potter and Ruby Pirouet proudly display ~ First over the finish line in the Under 12 event was Gustav Egdal
water table after they finished working on the registration tables. their Under 8 age group medals after the race. (centre) with Hannah Lucas (2nd) and Josh McCoy (3rd).

Ron Nicholson, who heads the Cowes Classic and Bass Coast Series
biathlon events, watched proudly as his grandchildren James and
William Speakman competed in the Penguin Dash on Saturday. Wil-
liam (second left) bolted home in first place in the Under 14 event.
The bays with their dad David Speakman and Ron. From left Frankie O'Brien, Sophie Clark, Georgia Poaston, Olivia Clark and Ari Loizu at the finish line of their swim and run race.
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AIR CONDITIONING

BOAT REPAIRS

MOBILE BOAT
D SMALL ENGINE
MECHANIC

icing boats, caravans,
ilers, mowers, farm
plant equipment.
anical electrical and
uctural repairs.

n 0413 569 836!
Bfg-01.webself.net

JDO3511AA

CONCRETER
TIIVI NNEVWIVIANI

CAR REMOVAL
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY YOU*

LKOO045AA

CONCRETING
e Exposed aggregate ¢ House slabs
¢ Driveways ® Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
e All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

o4q19 312 805

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED
BASS COAST RECYCLERS

5672 2946 0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

AIR CONDITIONING

BUILDER

. MITSUBISHI
A7 ELECTRIC
DIAMOND DEALER

GIFT CARD CAMPAIGN

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION,

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi

0400 001 465

citytocoastair.com

SPECIALISING IN
EXTENSIONS,
RENOVATIONS AND
MAJOR REPAIRS
OVER 35 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE

ISLAND

PDESIGN & BUILD
0417 503 003

ROB NORTON
INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

CAR REMOVAL DECK RESTORATION

BASS COAST
CAR REMOVALS

Unwanted cars removed free

CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

D MAINTENANCE.

Call Nick on 0411 988 401

AIR CONDITIONING

PDAIKIN

035678 5190

office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING
@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning
coastal_refrig_and_aircon
AUS1426

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller

PIC. 43216
1109866 REC26099

BLINDS/AWNINGS

CARAVAN REPAIRS

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES

CARAVAN REPAIRS

Glen Marshall
0405415 133

o ALL MAKES AND MODELS
e CUT AND POLISHING
o SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

CARPET CLEANING

Hwings ||||’

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Mobile Showroom

LK00027AA

BLINDS & CARPET

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

(, 0359521488

9 155 Thompson Avenue,

WOMAN OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

Truck mounted Steam cleaning
system for Carpet, Upholstery,
Mattresses and Rugs.

End of lease, Air bnb, prepare home
for selling, refresh and stain removal.

Contact Tracy

0400 481 891

info@allfloor.com.au

Call Shane basscoast@deckseal.com.au
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616 www.deckseal.com.au
CLEANING DECKS & VERANDAHS
I S LAN D ST I SL A ND Specialists in all
types of decks

CARPET CLEANING

* Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
» Commercial - domestic
* Rental bond specialists ¢ Fast, efficient service

0415106 443

islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

and verandahs

DECKS

VV6S000M1

John Johnston 0414 714 179

EARTHMOVING

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Rubbish removal

0418 372 399

Servicing all Phillip Island areas

o= Skip Hire

+ Earth works

Island Flue
Cleaning

e CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
e NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

5956 6888

richandi@hotmail.com RICHIE & DI LAING

0488 522 950

COMPUTER REPAIRS ELECTRICIAN

All types of
electrical work

wv1oreoar

- Domestic
+ Commercial
- Renovations
+ Repairs
+ Maintenance

(03) 59523312 | waterfrontcomputers.com.au
fixme@waterfrontcomputers.com.au

PC & Mobile Accessories, Ink & Toner Exetel NBN & Mobile
Reseller, Modems, Routers, WiFi, Powerline & Extenders,
Websites, Email & Domain Hosting Services, Computer

- Electrician - Phillip Island + Surrounds REC: 23011
Training .

CALL ANDREW ON: 0413 335 059

DIGITAL LIFE

ELECTRICIAN
JACKSON ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING
» Reliable & fully insured » All types of
« Split system installers & CETE] B EES

« Air conditioning sales
and service

« TV Antenna & data
CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667

CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

« Free quotes
« Hot water systems
« Ovens and cooktops

* Exposed aggregate paving
* Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
* House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

JO02421AA

LKOOO38AA

ADVERTISING CARPENTER CONCRETER ELECTRICIAN
/i N\ ELECTRICIAN
CARPENTRY * Domestic ¢ Commercial * Industrial
—— Est1982 ——

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs
John Norton

0447 975 626

CALL LOCKY
0404 490 539

REC 18769

LKOO034AA

Luke Hinrichs

JD03567AA

FACTORY 3, THE CONCOURSE
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GAS SUPPLIERS

SOLAR

LAWN MOWING POOLS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

Agency for E I_GAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright

Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LKOO040AA

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured D o )
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

JO01359AA
JO01399AA

SPARKLING CLEAR

L Pool Service

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

1300 534 110 __

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
Www.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

GUTTER CLEANING

LN
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,

gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

HANDYMAN

SJC HOME MAINTENANGE

Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small
Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495

www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

MARINE MECHANIC STEEL

JDO01490AA

ok k &***

TOPWATER MARINE
0402 761 692

« Inboard / outhoard motor servicing and repairs

« Accessory Installations and electrical work
« Trailer servicing and modifications
« Anchor winches Boat detailing e« Insurance work
www.topwatermarine.com.au | topwatermarine@yahoo.com

64 Dixon street, Inverloch

Steel fabrication e Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order ® Sheetmetal fabrication
Guillotine and folding ¢ Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE e Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LK00024AA

PAINTER PLUMBING STORAGE

Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging

REIRABINERRIEUMBIER!

Fast Response at an honest price

Internal & external.

No job too hig N0 CALL OUT FiE Island Security Monitoring

or too small. « Leaking taps & tolets ecure 2‘cl)hn /S|7t% Manager

Will vrovide a « Hot water systems replaced 9 r ay access
p * Vanities & water

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

friendly service with
reasonable prices.

0410 621 189

-I—t-h—P-I—r o Filters installed
appy e Flumber * (as fitting

JOE'S

PAINTING 0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vi. no. 119269

e General plumbing

LKO0044AA

LK00023AA

HANDYMAN PLASTERING RESTUMPING TREE SERVICES
THE ODD JOB BLOKE ulj KE ANE E S['N
= FOR ALL HOUSEHOLD WONTHAGGIplaster House Restumping & Levelling SL Tree Care ,
NEEDS E REPAIR A & Construction Supplies NO JOB TOO SMALL
= MAINTENANCE, , g
INSTALL T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786 Paul Keane ¢ Quallfied ¢ Storm Damage
" REASONABLE RATES 42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI 0427 080 309 « Tree Removal |« Garden Maintenance
(C)azoiy4 616 300 wonthaggiplaster.com.au (eanesrestumping@outlook, com 2| | * Uit Tiee Pruning_FREE QUOTES .
‘orprock B o) PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995 ¢  caiishaun 0423 910 554
LANDSCAPING & DESIGN PLUMBING RESTUMPING WINDOW CLEANING
R E ST U M P I N G & We promise sparkling Discoungs
windows every time! pgggz]for
ers

RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,
House Raising & Repacking,
all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788

Licence DBL24625

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps

LKOO014AA

- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages
Brendan Duncan

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

LAUNDRY SERVICES

ADVERTISING

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

PLUMBING

LKO1308AA

Island Premium Laundry offer all
your laundry needs from general house
washing to your pet beds or blankets.
We also wash 3, oonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,
call 0459 %23 536 or email
islandpremiumlaundry @gmail.com

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE .ic# s

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

Are your doors sticking, catchlng
or just not sliding properly?

© Timber & Aluminium © Security Doors

Sliding Doors © Track & Roller
© Bi Fold Doors Replacements

(>) Cavity Doors
€ Wardrobe Doors

© Screen Replacements

€ New Locks Fitted

LKOO015AA

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING And Much More

Dave Costello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

LK0O020AA

0411175 957

) Now Servicing Phillip Island
Same Day @Q
Plumbing Morris
Service Brothers

Lic 43482

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts Ph 0438 538 244

0403 116 435 |

info(@asdrm.com.au
www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au
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Rural lifestyle close to Cowes

This property presents an excel-
lent opportunity to secure a beau-
tiful farm close to Cowes and ev-
erything that Phillip Island has to
offer.

“Kurana” is 156 acres, (63.39
ha) and one of the district’s finest
farms.

First time offered in 80 years;
the property features a four-bed-
room home with views across the
island’s farmland plus a fully self-
contained two-bedroom cottage.

The main home features four
bedrooms, a master bedroom
with ensuite and built-in robes,
a big country style kitchen with
a light-filled family room plus a
second large living room with an
open fire.

The home has sweeping rural

views of the island’s farmland to-
wards Ventnor.

A newer two-bedroom cottage
designed for visiting family and
friends has open plan living and
kitchen, plus two generous bed-
rooms and bathroom.

The house yard has a three-
car garage and an adjoining
three bay machinery shed. The
property has additional excel-
lent shedding, with four large
haysheds, two large machinery
sheds plus workshop, and stock
shelters. There is also a not active
herringbone milking shed com-
plete with very good all weather
stock handling facilities.

A central laneway system
with frontage to Ventnor Road
and Pyramid Rock Road servic-

The property has additional excellent shedding, with four

large haysheds, two large machinery sheds plus workshop,

and stock shelters.

ALEX SCOTT

The house yard has a three-car garage and an adjoining
three bay machinery shed.

es the entire property. A whole
farm plan with more than twenty
paddocks across the 156 acres
are easily accessible on the all-
weather gravel laneway system.

The property has three phase
power, town water plus four dams
and a fully reticulated stock wa-
tering system with drinking
troughs in each of the main pad-
docks.

This has been a much-loved
family farm that grows an abun-
dance of grass backed by a first-
class fertiliser history. This is a
premium rural holding that will
impress anyone looking for that
special rural property.

Contact Alex Scott & Staff on 5952
2633 to arrange a private inspection.

AND STAFF

“Kurana”is 156 acres, (63.39 ha) and one of the district’s finest farms.

The property has a main home with four bedrooms, and a two-bedroom cottage
designed for visiting family and friends.

23 KATHERINE CIRCUIT, COWES

* Open plan living, private backyard & undercover
outdoor area for relaxing

* Fully landscaped gardens on a 530m? (approx.) allotment

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$820,000

5 SANCTUARY DRIVE, COWES

* Situated in Shearwater Estate

* Generous 700m? (approx.) level allotment, ready to
build your dream home

* Easy walk to Golf Club & beach

$650,000

104 VENTNOR BEACH ROAD,
WIMBLEDON HEIGHTS

*Vacant allotment of approx. 603m?

* Running North South, neighbouring farmland
* First time offered since 1970

$390,000 TO $405,000

28 LANSELL DRIVE, COWES

* Walking distance to town centre, Primary Schools
and RSL

* Fully fenced yard with double garage

* 3 bedrooms/| bathroom

$630,000

2/28-30 MCKENZIE ROAD, COWES

* Spacious open plan living leading onto private deck
area

« Short stroll to North facing beach

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$670,000TO $710,000

86 VENTNOR BEACH ROAD,
WIMBLEDON HEIGHTS

* Open plan kitchen, living and dining with spacious
front verandah

* Set on approx. 612m?

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$530,000 TO $550,000

27 BINGLEY CRESCENT,VENTNOR

* Stunning home, short stroll to beach

* Spacious open plan living with large undercover deck,
perfect for entertaining

* 2 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/3 cars

$780,000

1/6 ELANE STREET, SUNDERLAND BAY

» Amazing views across Sunderland Bay & Pyramid Rock

* Features: new carpets, double glazed windows, gas
log fire, stone benchtops

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$800,000

20 SUNDERLAND BAY ROAD,
SUNDERLAND BAY

* Meticulously maintained older home situated on
585m? (approx.) allotment

* Spacious open plan living opening to covered rear deck

* 3 bedrooms/| bathroom/| car

$680,000 TO $700,000

33 HOMER STREET, COWES

« Solid brick home with separate bungalow/studio

* Well maintained gardens, just a short walk to the beach
¢ 3 bedrooms/| bathroom/2 cars

$670,000

20/48-80 SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES

« Situated | Palm Lakes Resort, a secure, gated over
55’s community

* Open plan living, kitchen & dining

* 2 bedrooms/| bathroom/| car

$365,000

WE HAVE
CASH BUYERS READY
TO PURCHASE NOW!

CALL USTODAY FORA
FREE NO OBLIGATION
APPRAISAL.



@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

8 MOORE STREET,
SILVERLEAVES
$990,000

rgIsreoy

With the beautiful presentation of this property,
any new owner will easily be able to visualise

the high quality lifestyle that the property would
provide. North facing and set on a substantial
667sqm allotment , this residence takes full
advantage of its orientation with the 6.6KW Solar
System. The property comprises 4 spacious bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 separate living zones living
zones. The large undercover deck is perfect for
entertaining family and friends and can be used
all year round. Plenty of room for parking with 3
bay carport which could easily be converted into

agarage. PERFECT BLEND OF COMFORT
CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY AND CONVENIENCE
0410 595130

37-39 LAVER & FRASER STREET,
WIMBLEDON HEIGHTS
CONTACT AGENT

Extremely rare opportunity to secure a large par-
cel of land 1811sqm set over three blocks, unlock
the potential, enough space for inter-generation-
al to build and still have privacy. The main home
has all the features required but still let your
creative flair take hold. This property must be
sold as we have instructions from the family.

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY
0410 595 130

RARE OPPORTUNITY

MORE STOCK URGENTLY NEEDED.

56-58 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES
PH: 03 5952 3922

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
INFO@PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
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Atop floor three bedroom apartment in central Cowes is just minutes away from the beach.

Stress-free living in Cowes

A very rare opportunity awaits, nestled in
central Cowes. This top floor apartment,
which is located right in the middle of
town, is an easy stroll to the beach.

Let the stress wash away as you enter
the secure car park, ride the lift to your
apartment, and think about what you will
do here on Phillip Island.

A gentle walk to the beach; visit your
favourite coffee shop; entertain family and
friends; or simply relax in this light filled

setting. There are many options for this
property.

It would make an ideal permanent
home; or a holiday house, and is suited also
for holiday or permanent rental. Whoever
moves in will enjoy!

Price: $795,000

Features: 3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom, 1 Car
Contact: Kendall O’Garey, First National 0410
595 130

NO stamp duty NO councilrates NO hidden costs

Homes from $555K"

Experience unlimite

luxury at (/‘Q 07(— wpwl(

With stunning homes and multi-million dollar
amenities just 350m from the beach, there's
never been a better time to downsize.

Book a tour today!

Call 1300 50 55 60, or pop
in to our Lifestyle Lounge.

60 Thompson Road, Cowes

and

*Price correct as of February 2024

4

e ()
~~ "PHILLIP ISLAND

By Lifestyle Communities®

Q_ lifestyle phillip island
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Exclusive retreat at luxury haven

Welcome to your new home in the
beautiful Cape Woolamai.

This six-bedroom, four-bath-
room residence is the epitome of
coastal luxury. A place for those
seeking a blend of thoughtful de-
sign and style, this home boasts
a wealth of amenities and luxury
build choices.

Upon entering, you are greet-
ed by an expansive open-plan
kitchen and dining area, featur-
ing stone benchtops, and beauti-
ful tiled floors both seamlessly
integrated into a contemporary
design. The spacious layout al-
lows for both family meals and
group entertainment.

Stepping outside you will find
a north-facing deck and balcony
to enjoy your view over an easily
maintainable garden providing pri-
vacy from the street. Entertain in
style with the outdoor kitchen and
dining area in the back of the prop-
erty, perfect for summer barbecues
and alfresco dining. Attached is a
private backyard, adorned with
lush landscaping, providing a
peaceful retreat to unwind.

For the discerning hobbyist or
DIY enthusiast, the large garage/
workshop space offers endless
possibilities. Whether it’s a place
to tinker with projects or safely
store your boat, car, or other
prized possessions, this versatile
area adds an extra layer of func-
tionality to the property.

On the upper level of this resi-

dence there are five generously
proportioned bedrooms, three of
which have their own private en-
suites featuring floor-to-ceiling
tiles. These rooms connect to a
north-facing living space and
balcony, providing a great place
to enjoy the sunlight and relax.
Take in the luxury of spacious
bedrooms and ensuites that el-
evate your living experience.
Experience coastal living with
this Cape Woolamai gem, a prop-

erty that seamlessly combines
luxury, thoughtful design, and
the tranquillity of its natural sur-
roundings. Where every day is
your own private retreat.

Address: 5 Broadwater Avenue,
Cape Woolamai

Features: 6 Bedroom, 4 Bathroom,
3 Living, 3 Garage

Price: 51,100,000 - $1,200,000
Contact: Jaime Morris,

Stockdale & Leggo 0408 367 310

Experience coastal living with this Cape Woolamai gem, a property that seamlessly
combines luxury, thoughtful design, and the tranquillity of its natural surroundings.

An expansive open-plan kitchen and dining area, features stone benchtops, and

beautiful tiled floors both seamlessly integrated into a contemporary design.

This luxury home boasts a wealth of amenities and luxury build choices.

vyr99coar
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DEATHS

BOAG, Patricia
(nee Stringer)
‘Pat’:

18-12-1922 -
1-3-2024

Late of Hampton, Stony
Creek and Rhyll.

Dearly loved wife
of Len (dec).

Loving mother and
mother-in-law of Bar-
bara and Gerard, John

and Fay, and Norma and
Bruce (dec).

Adored Grandma/
Nana Trish to all her
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Mrs Patricia Boag

Service Details:
885
Australian Women'’s
Land Army WWII

The President,
Committee, Members,
Management and
Staff of the Phillip
Island RSL Sub-
Branch deeply regret
to announce the
passing of Patricia
Boag, a respected
Service Member of
our Sub-Branch. Our
sincere condolences
are extended to
The Boag family.

LEST WE FORGET.

GARAGE SALES

COWES
2 Waterview Rise

Saturday 9th and Sunday
10th March

9.00am - 2.00pm

Lots of newand old goods
to be cleared.

VENTNOR

3 Alandale Close
Saturday 9th March
8.30-1.30

Clothes, household,

books and bargains

SITUATIONS VACANT

DEATHS

DIPPLE, Stanley Alfred:
10/11/1931
-24/2/2024

Son of Alfred and Ger-
trude (both dec.)

Husband of 68 years
to Beverley.

Father of Julie & Grant,
lan & Marika and foster
father to Stephen.

Grandfather of 10 and
great-grandfather of 2.

A life of faith lived with
kindness and generosity.

Much loved and
deeply missed.

FUNERALS

The Funeral Service

of Mrs. Patricia (Pat)

Boag will be held at

Uniting Church,
86 Chapel S, Cowes on
WEDNESDAY (Mar, 13
2024) commencing at
2:00pm.

A Private Cremation
will follow.

The Memorial Service of
Celebration for the Life
of Stan Dipple will be
held at St John’s
Uniting Church,

86 Chapel St. Cowes on
THURSDAY (Mar. 7, 2024)
commencing at 10.30am

A Private Cremation
will follow.

The service will be live-

streamed, go to www.

handleyandanderson-
funerals.com.au

PUBLIC NOTICES

2v982£0Qr

The next market is
on Sat, Mar 9
9am-2pm

Inquiries: Monica
0412 710 276

REGISTERED NURSE MIDWIFE OR
REGISTERED NURSE
RN Grade 2 up to 1.0 EFT (negotiable EFT)

PODIATRIST
Grade 1 or Grade 2
0.84 EFT, permanent part time
For more information

www.southgippslandhospital.com.au/
employment-2/

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST -
VOLUNTEERS:
« Consumer Information
and Communications

« Transition Care Program

www.southgippslandhospital.com.au/
volunteers/

JD03670AA

PUBLIC NOTICES
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Alumni Reunions

To book your ticket visit
www.trybooking.com/CPLJO

vvot9goar

FRIENDS OF
PHILLIP ISLAND LIBRARY
(FOPIL)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Saturday 23rd March at 10.30pm
at new Library, Thompson Ave. Cowes

All welcome, more members needed.

Phone Irene McKell, 0409 023 835.

SITUATIONS VACANT

practices, as outlined in the Child Protection Program oalicies

vveL9goar

Applications are warmly invited
for the position of:

Director of
Business

This is an exciting opportunity for an experienced Director
of Business who is committed to making a significant
contribution to the continuing growth and development of
Newhaven College.

The position requires:

» Demonstrated knowledge and experience in financial management and reporting

* A purposeful leader, who displays qualities of trust, respect, integrity and
confidentiality

* An outstanding communicator who fosters collegiality, building capacity in all
stakeholders

Applications close Monday 18 March.

Please go to the Director of Business listing on SEEK for more information.

NEWHAVEN
COLLEGE

Yv999£0ar

Join us at the Nature Parks

The Nature Parks is an inspiring workplace and, as
the largest employer on Phillip Island, offers a range
of career opportunities. Our people are enthusiastic,
committed, and professional in what they do.

Sales Manager

The purpose of the role is to deliver exceptional, authentic, and
inspiring customer service excellence to all Nature Parks visitors,

trade partners and stakeholders.

Senior Ranger — Reserves

This is a diverse, hands-on role that will work collaboratively with
other Conservation Department team members to implement
a range of projects. More specifically, fire and emergency

management will feature strongly in this role.

Experience Lead

The purpose of this role is to support service delivery, by leading
staff and volunteers in the provision of an exceptional visitor
experience.

For further information on this position and how to apply visit our website:
www.penguins.org.au/about/employment/our-people-our-work/

Phillyp Island
NATURE
PARKS

penguins.org.au

yvéL9goar
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CLASSIFIEDS

SEEK, BUY AND SELL

SITUATIONS VACANT

PHARMACY ASSISTANT

Are you interested in joining an award-winning
team providing outstanding healthcare outcomes
to our local community? An exciting opportunity

has opened to join Phillip Island Pharmacy,
working 2-3 days a week including some
weekend work with responsibilities
in the healthcare environment.
No qualifications needed;
we will provide all training needed.

Apply to: Phillip Island Pharmacy
Email: pi.pharmacy@bigpond.com
164-166 Thompson ave Cowes 3922
0359 522 299

vvevrosoar

CLEANERS REQUIRED FOR
SCHOOL CLEANING IN BASS AREA.
Part time shifts commencing 3pm,
Monday to Friday.

Must have or will get
WWC and Police check.

Federal Award rates apply,
training available to right candidates.

Please send resume to
customerservice@sebastiangroup.com.au

with a BSP desirable.

JD03586AA

Disability Support Provider
looking to hire staff.

Working with an NDIS participant based in San Remo. Support shifts
available, Tuesday's Wednesday's, Saturday's and Sunday's 9:30am-
4pm. Potential for sleepovers. Seeking staff with current First Aid, CPR,
NDIS Worker Screening Check. Experience working with individuals

Contact 0482 987 311 / Resume'’s to chelsea@experiencelife.com.au

Island Kids ELC provides care and
education to the children and families
of Phillip Island and surrounding areas.
Our hours of operation are 7am - 6pm,
51 weeks per year (closed between
Xmas and New Year), including all
school holidays.

\¥e are a long day care and funded
kindergarten situated in Cowes indus-
trial estate next to Clip ‘n Climb.

Our Bachelor trained Early Childhood
Teachers deliver a funded 3 & 4 year
old kindergarten within our long day
facility.

A fully qualified chef plans menus and
prepares healthy, nutritious meals and

JD03568AA

Island Kids Early Learning Centre
currently has vacancies!

snacks for all children aged 6 months
to 5 years.

We offer a school holiday program
of exciting activities, incursions and
excursions.

If you are interested in a tour of our
facility, just call in, no appointment
necessary.

For further information,
call 5952 1781 or go to our website
www.islandkidscc.com.au

Application form available on website.

accountancy firm? Look no further!

further information.

Join Our Team
as an Office Administrator

Are you organized, detail-oriented, and ready to take on a key role in a thriving

At Coastal View Financial Services, we’re seeking a dedicated Office Administrator
to support our team in providing top-notch accounting services to our clients. As
the Office Administrator, you’ll be at the heart of our operations, ensuring smooth
administrative processes and contributing to the overall success of our practice.

Expressions of Interest email team@coastalview.com.au and we will send out

1/100 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes | Ph: 5952 3222 | team@coastalview.com.au | www.coastalview.com.au

vyST9s0Qr

SPORT

Finals underway for Sharks

From page 28

With the score at 2/21
the Sharks had their tail
up.
Archie took a wicket
straight away with a great
catch from Drew Fusinato
at mid-off.

With the great pressure
the Sharks were putting
on, Jackson Allan took
another two wickets and
was on a hat trick, leaving
Korumburra 5/54 off the
20 overs.

After lunch Jobe and
Archie continued on their
partnership before Archie
was caught on 38.

Ethan Rhee then came
to the crease to support his
captain with Jobe continu-
ing to score runs and hit
boundaries.

He finished with 53-not-
out and retired.

Ethan Rhee battled
on but the tail end were
struck out, Ethan finished
with 14 and Phillip Island
set a score of 8/135.

Phillip Island protected
their run brilliantly.

Jackson Allan took his
fifth wicket early on, Bry-
don Marshall bowled a
great spell also finishing
with two wickets, Zack
Sund finished with one
along with Jax Marshal
also taking a wicket.

Korumburra finished
10/96 giving Phillip Island
a 39 run win.

Jobe Williams took out
player of the game with
his brilliant 53 not out.

Jackson Allan finishing
5/17 off seven and Brydon
Marshall finishing 2/11 off
three.

The kids are off to the
Grand Final next Sun-
day against Glen Alvie at
Outtrim Rec.

The Ulls junior team from left. Back: Tyler, Oscar, Thomas and
Levi. Front: Ollie, Jordy, Ethan, Billy and Seb, along with their coach

Mick Cleary.

The U13s blue junior team from left. Back: Nash, Callum, Ziggy,
Miller, Sonny and Jaxen. Front: Seb, Max, Bowie and Clem, along-

side their coach Tony Hornsby.

The U13s yellow juniors from left. Back: Zac, Liam, Kolby and Seb.
Front: Declan, Fergus, Ryan and Ethan and coach Darryl Hughes.

Midweek at Corinella

BOWLS

It was another lovely sum-
mer’s day to meet up with
friends to fight it out once
again for team of the day
at Corinella Bowls Club.

This week 44 of us met,
with the promise of a mild
to warm day.

Terry prepared the
drinks and was wonder-
ful enough to look after
both the bar, as well as the
kitchen. Thank you Terry.

As the day kicked off,
the weather was a little
threatening and a bit cool,
but nothing came of the
threats and it turned out to
be a lovely summer day.

A fair amount of laugh-
ter was heard from all
corners, with some great
competition.

Scores were quite low
as teams appeared to be
very well matched.

There were not a lot
of wrong bias bowls to
be seen, however there’s
still money going into the
charity jar — keep it up la-
dies and gentlemen.

It was good to see visits
from some of our members
who couldn’t play, Sonya,
Allan and Steve.

Winners on a score

This week’s winners: David Smith (S), Jenny Smith (L), Mark Hanra-

han (3) and Sue Wright (2).

of 35 were: David Smith
(S), Mark Hanrahan (3),
Sue Wright (2) and Jenny
Smith (L).

Runners up on a score of
30 points were: Peter Bor-
radale (S), Gillian Harper
(3) and Jim Nunan (L).

Best one game win-
ners on 24 points were:
Peter Grattan (S), Frank
D’Unienville (3) and Tony
Morris (L).

As always, a huge
thank you to Peter and
Pauline for all the hard
work they do, both on site
and the background work

they do from home.

Let us not forget John
our President, for his mas-
ter of ceremony duties
each week.

Next week we will be
meeting at San Remo by
10am.

Meanwhile to those still
in the running for Pennant
Premiers, we wish you all
the best and look forward
to seeing our members
win the trophies.

So good luck to those
players.

Stay safe and see every-
one next week.
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Joe Van Dijk is one of three open surfers heading to Queensland as part of the PIBC team for the

Boardriders Battle on March 9 and 10.

Boardriders head off for Battle

SURFING

A team from the Phillip Island Boardriders
Club (PIBC) is heading to Queensland for
the Grand Final of the Australian Board-
riders Battle on March 9 and 10.

Normally held in Newcastle, this year
the battle has moved to Burleigh Heads,
a location organisers describe as “more
challenging”.

A team from PIBC has competed every
year for the past 15 years and this year
the team includes Carl Wright, Harry de
Roth, Joe Van Dijk, Sage Goldsbury, Ash
Easton, Sam Patterson and Tate Russell.

Supporting the team will be team man-
ager Jake Eisen, club secretary Jo O’Reilly
Stubbs and Geoff Russell.

Billy Easton, Ash’s 10-year-old son is
the team’s “official board caddy”.

Jake said the team has been training
hard over the summer and is excited to be
part of the national competition.

“Sam and Tate are our number one and
two juniors in the club,” said Jake.

“Tate is a goofy foot and he’s been a
stand-out over the summer.

“Sage is our female surfer and she’s
been following the world qualifying series,
and is fresh off a semi-final finish in the
last WQS contest in Port Stephens.”

Carl Wright, Joe Van Dijk and Harry De
Roth, three previous Victorian champions
are competing for the two open surfer spots.

“Carl is the older statesman of the
group, and Ash Easton, our club captain
will be our Masters (over 35) surfer.”

Jake said the conditions on the day will
influence the selection of the final team.

Although the club has competed for the
past 15 years, the new location poses some
additional challenges.

“This year, the comp is slightly differ-
ent,” Jake explained.

“It’s going to be a little more strategic.
You have to do a run around the point and
jump off the rocks.

“The rocks can be really treacherous, so
that’ll provide a bit of theatre.”

Harry and Sage are already in
Queensland doing the qualifying series,

and the rest of the team are flying up this
week.

Fundraising throughout the year has
helped cover the travel costs.

“Throughout the year, the grommets
do a raffle at all the aggregated contests
and we did a T-shirt fundraiser as well via
Heavy Press, who sponsored the club with
screen printing,” Jake said.

“There is prize money at the comp and
we’ll have to get through at least two heats
to help us break even for the trip.”

Jake said if “everything falls into place”,
they expect to get through a couple of
heats.

“We’ve been training every Wednesday
night and encouraging younger surfers to
participate in training sessions,” he said.

“We were at Woolamai and at Surf-
ies Point last week — to try and replicate
the type of conditions we’re expecting in
Queensland.”

He said it was likely Carl Wright would
be the team’s power surfer (who gets dou-
ble points), as he’s “a cool head and very
experienced”.

Competition
The Boardriders Battle sees 42 clubs from
around the country contest the tag-team
format, with five members in a team.

Competitors will have to run from the
top of Burleigh Hill, navigate rocks, and
rock jump to get into the surf. Each surfer
has 11 minutes in the water, then has to
run back up the hill to tag their teammate.

Competition is expected to be fierce, and
some clubs have former world champions
and pro surfers competing for their teams.

Byron Bay Boardriders will be keen to
defend their 2023 title.

The Australian Boardriders Battle is
the world’s biggest team surfing event.

PIBC is one of three Victorian clubs
who made it through to the final, along
with Peninsula and Torquay boardriders
clubs. All three are in the Top 21 clubs to
qualify.

You can follow the event and watch all
the action live at: australianboardriders-
battle.com

SPORT

Islanders in the hunt at titles

SURFING

Phillip Island Boardrid-
ers’ Sam Patterson made
it through to the finals of
the Ul8 Boys at the Ju-
nior Surfing Titles at Bells
Beach on the weekend.

Sam took out third
place, with Sandy Point
Surfers Rye and Jarrah Ci-
cero in second and fourth
respectively. Max Bassed
of the Surf Coast was the
U18 Boys winner. Islander
Tate Russell was equal fifth
with Ocean Wright, with
Tate scoring the highest
heat total (15.80).

In the U18 Girls, PIBC’s
Sarah Seuren made it
through to the Semi Finals.
The U18 Girls was won by
Sara Hickson (Mornington
Peninsula).

In the U16 girls, our lo-
cal surfers performed bril-
liantly. Lily Bassed came

PIBC was well represented in the Girls U16 final, with Lillian
Bassed, Evie Lutz and Savannah Bennett taking out Znd, 3rd and
4th spots, behind winner Chloe Muscroft of Jan Juc. Photo: Surf-
ing Victoria. More photos at pisra.com.au/sport

second, Evie Lutz third and
Savannah Bennett fourth,
with Chloe Muscroft tak-
ing out the title.

The U16 Boys was won
by Remy Filer (Jan Juc),
with Rose Holland (Drom-
ana) taking out the Ul4

Girls.

In the Ul4 Boys, Tor-
quay’s Teddy Robertson
took out top spot, with
Dusty Rayner of Inverloch
in 3rd.

Final results and scores:
www.surfingvic.com/live

From left: Michelle Fincher and Dannielle Baylis who placed 2nd and 1st respectively in the Senior Women's
(35+) competition. Photo: Jo O'Reilly Stubbs. More photos at pisra.com.au/sport

PIBC's aggregate competition

SURFING

On Saturday March 2, the
Phillip Island Boardriders
Club held its Aggregate 4
competition at Summer-
lands, organised by Club
Captain Ash Easton and
his team.
Results are:

Senior Men’s (28-45):
1st Adrian Maier, 2nd Jack
Matthews and 3rd Bill
Hosking.

Senior Women’s (35+):
1st Dannielle Baylis and
2nd Michelle Fincher.

Masters (45-60): 1st
Adrian Maier, 2nd Dumpy
and 3rd Drew Johnstone.

Legends (60+): 1st Mal
Gregson and 2nd William
Yusko.

Open Women’s: 1st
Dannielle Baylis, 2nd Mi-
chelle Fincher and 3rd
Jade Ricardo.

Open Men’s: 1st Ash
Easton, 2nd Carl Wright and
3rd Dylan Thomas James.

BOAT SERVICING!! FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY

EXTENDED TO AUGUST Phillip Island and San Remo areas
Call 0359 569238 NOW to book in

HUGE STACER STOCK RUNOUT

HUGE SAVINGS on all Stacer / Mercury Packages
Runabouts, BowRiders, Tinnies and more IN STOCK NOW!
14 BEACH RD, RHYLL PHILLIP ISLAND

vvosgzoar

Life Member Shield presented

BRIDGE

Congratulations to Neville Chapman and
Lorrie Read on winning the 2024 Phillip
Island Life Member Shield at the Phillip
Island Bridge Club.

Congratulations as well to Claire
Murphy on being awarded the Richard
Meares Encouragement Award for 2024.

Life Member Shield results (Febru-
ary 26): 1st Neville Chapman and Lorrie
Read (70 per cent), 2nd Lois Dwyer and
Ann Gibson (67.67 per cent) and 3rd Mar-
nie Myall and Paul Waylen (65 per cent).

Nationwide results (February 28): 1st
Marnie Myall and Caroline Shaw (57.87
per cent), 2nd Molly Dowling and Mi-
randa Sage (55.56 per cent) and 3rd John
Farr and Bronwyn Sund (55.09 per cent).

If you are looking to learn bridge,
brush up on your skills or you just feel
like a social game please come and join
us for casual Tuesday night Bridge.

All are welcome. For further details
call Jill on 0438 248 578.

Life member Shirley Stewart presents Life Mem-
ber Shield to Neville Chapman and Lorrie Read.
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Harley Griffin caught three fish worth
55 points and finished in second place
during the weekend'’s Squidgie Mixed
Bag points competition.

Saige Nicolaci won the Squidgie Mixed
Bag points competition with three fish
worth 60 points.

Success for anglers

FISHING

The weather forecast leading up
to the 10th Rhyll-Phillip Island
Angling Club (RPIAC) angling
competition on March 2 and 3
left many anglers unsure and
onshore.

Despite a bit of a challenge
from the winds, anglers across
each category showcased excep-
tional talent and determination.

That said, there was still con-
siderable cause for celebration
onshore as an esteemed RPIAC
life member Len Bates, celebrated
his 80th birthday with family and
friends throughout the weekend.

It’s likely that those who hear
“yarr matey” at the clubrooms
will start looking for pirates, al-
though there is a possibility that
it’s just Len announcing his age
(“I'm 80”).

There was no real formula for
success, as some anglers trans-
formed fishing into catching and
others worked harder to turn a
reel.

Overall, there was a respect-
able number of eligible species
presented at weigh-in, includ-
ing King George whiting, snap-
per, flathead, trevally, mackerel,
pike and a shark.

A total of 40 fish and one shark
were weighed-in over the week-
end and Club Captain, Chris
Leonardos was entertained by
the variety of stories and species.

None of the $1000 first-to-
catch prizes offered in the sea-
son’s RPIAC Extraordinary
Catch Incentives were claimed.

With two more competitions
remaining in the season, the
members only incentives for eli-
gible species caught on competi-
tion weekends stay banked.

Angling members remain op-
timistic about the possibilities for
catching an eligible species that
equals or exceeds the nominated
weight: King George whiting
(1000 grams), snapper (10 kg),
gummy shark (20 kg), mulloway
(25 kg) and kingfish (25 kg).

RPIAC encourages all anglers
to develop skills and awareness
of sustainable and responsible
angling and welcomes young
anglers to engage in its angling
competitions, offering comple-
mentary membership to chil-
dren aged 16 and under.

Participation involves bring-
ing eligible species caught dur-
ing the competition weekend to
weigh-in at the RPIAC clubroom
between 4.30pm and 5.30pm on
Saturday or Sunday.

The Squidgie Mixed Bag
points competition (for anglers
aged nine and under), was a
close contest and opportuni-
ties to participate in the last few
competitions are still available.

Harley Griffin caught three
fish worth 55 points to finish the
weekend in second place, whilst
Saige Nicolaci caught three fish
worth 60 points to take out first
place.

The Junior competition (for
anglers aged 10 to 16) was domi-
nated by Gus Fahnle and RPI-
AC’s reigning Junior Champion,
Denver Firth.

Gus weighed in with a snap-
per that was 705 grams to claim
the Junior Weight competition.

Denver took out the Junior
Points competition with a King
George whiting worth 1582
points (565 grams).

The Senior Heaviest Weight
competitions were won by Al-
bert Abram and Carrianne
Peatey, each weighing in a pinky
snapper of 1445 grams and 1105
grams respectively.

The Senior Points compe-
titions were won by RPIAC’s
reigning Club Champions Dun-
can Firth and Kate Jinnette.

Duncan had the best King
George whiting of the weekend,
worth an impressive 1652 points
(5690 grams), whilst Kate scored
1386 points (495 grams) which
was a very reasonable catch.

With no entries in the squid
and cuttlefish competition only
two possibilities for a prize re-
mained.

In the shark competition,
Trevor Gleeson won with a
cleaned gummy shark — weigh-
ing 3485 grams.

Along with Debra Orr who
was awarded the Secret Weight
prize for a 600 gram snapper
which was closest to the secret
weight (624 grams).

The RPIAC clubroom is lo-
cated adjacent to the Rhyll boat
ramp and is open to members
and visitors on Fridays (from
5pm) and competition weekends
coinciding with weigh in.

The next angling competition
is scheduled for the weekend of
March 16 and 17.

There are still many opportu-
nities to take part in the sched-
uled angling competitions and
compete for comp-weekend
prizes along with the club cham-
pionships.

For further information about
the club, events, competitions
and rules, visit: www.rpiac.com.
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Sunderland Bay, Kitty Miller Bay, Pyramid Rock and Cowries Raock Platform, as well as all rock platforms between Bore
Beach and Kilcunda are now mandated areas where fishers must wear a lifejacket.

Island sites added to the high-risk fishing list

OCEAN SAFETY

Sunderland Bay, Kitty Miller
Bay, Pyramid Rock and Cow-
ries Rock Platform, as well as
all rock platforms between Bore
Beach and Kilcunda have been
mandated areas where fishers
must wear a lifejacket.

The ruling has been put in
place while the Victorian Fish-
eries Authority (VFA) evaluates
the results of a two-year trial
into improving safety by mak-
ing lifejackets mandatory at
high-risk fishing locations.

The trial, which included Pyr-
amid Rock, Punchbowl Rocks
and Potters Hill Road in San
Remo, mandated the use of com-
pliant lifejackets — level 50S or
greater — for adults fishing at the
designated high-risk zones, with
children under 12 required to
wear a level 100 or greater life-
jacket whether they are fishing
or not.

Between 2000 and 2022, there
were six deaths of anglers at
Punchbowl, representing a third
of all rock fishing deaths in Vic-
toria in the last two decades.

VFA Chief Executive Officer

Dart season
kicks off

DARTS

The Phillip Island and District
Darts League Kkicked off its
regular season last Monday
night with the energy abuzz at
the darts centre.

New faces and teams joined
our returning players, filling
all four boards with competi-
tive spirit.

The night saw some impres-
sive victories.

Storm dominated Dart Vad-
ers (6-1), Vikings shut out the
Jaggers (7-0), Joes Hornets stung
the Mustangs (5-2) and That’s
All bested the Riverboys (6-1).

Adding to the excitement,
Jamie won the much-anticipat-
ed meat tray raffle sponsored
by the San Remo Butchers.

Travis Dowling last week an-
nounced the trial results will be
evaluated to determine longer-
term arrangements, with the
lifejacket mandate still in effect
in designated high-risk zones
whilst the evaluation is being
conducted.

Three new high-risk zones
have been identified by the VFA
on the island, with Sunderland
Bay, Kitty Miller Bay and Cow-
ries Rock Platform joining the
existing zone at Pyramid Rocks.

High-risk zones at Punch-
bowl Rocks and Potters Hill
Road, near San Remo, will be
extended to include all rock plat-
forms between Bore Beach and
Kilcunda.

State wide
All rock platforms along a more
than 40-kilometre stretch of
coastline between Point Nepean
and West Head near Flinders
will be deemed high-risk and
fishers must wear a lifejacket.
This includes rock platforms at
Fingal Beach, where a fatality
occurred in November 2023.
Existing zones at Artillery
Rocks (west of Lorne), Sheoak

Falls (south of Lorne) and Cape
Bridgewater (near the blowholes
car park), remain classified as
high risk, with fishers requiring
a compliant lifejacket. In Lorne,
Jump Rock has been added to
the high-risk list.

“We know lifejackets save
lives and we urge rock fishers to
wear one no matter where they
are right along the coast be-
cause no snapper is worth your
life,” said CEO Travis Dowling.

“The new and extended zones
have been identified through
the two-year trial and will be
added to the high-risk locations,
meaning these important rules
remain in place while we review
the data and consider preventa-
tive measures.”

Educational material is avail-
able in several languages detail-
ing high-risk locations, types
of compliant lifejackets and
how rock fishers can stay safe.
This information and signage at
beach tracks will be amended to
include the new zones.

To find out more and view
maps of the high-risk zones,
visit  www.vfa.vic.gov.au/rock-
fishing

Jamie, this week’s winner of the meat tray raffle.

The league also extended
a warm welcome to Boutique
Tails Dog Grooming (a new sil-
Ver sponsor).

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31 | HIGH TIDE 1S MARKED IN BLACK

While the Riverboys enjoy a
bye this week, the competition
is poised to intensify as round
two gets underway.

PHILLIP

WED 6 MAR THU 7 MAR FRI 8 MAR SAT 9 MAR

@ SUN 10 MAR

MON 11 MAR TUE 12 MAR

ISLAND
MARINE

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au
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The Kids V. Parents game saw the Kids claim victory with a one run win. A fantastic way to finish off the season at Rhyll Cricket Ground.

Finals underway for Sharks

CRICKET

B1

The Sharks headed over to
battle it out against the Im-
perials trying to secure top
spot after a long season and
a home win the week before.

The Sharks were shocked
to witness the captain win the
toss, who chose to bowl.

With Harry Arceo finally
getting the pick of the ends
with Tim Niven chosen to
play A Grade, we got off to
a slow start with the Imperi-
als’ openers refusing to play
a shot.

Jobe was into the wind and
the young duo went wick-
etless for seven overs with
Aidan Williams replacing his
young fella, along with Heath
Womersley ripping a three
foot in swingers at the right-
handed openers.

It took another slips classic
from Kurt off the bowling of
Jobe in the 19th over to start
the rot at 1/27.

To cut a long, boring story
short, it was a classic tale of
missed chances from Andrew
“Tin Man” Finlayson with the
gloves on.

Two absolutely cracking
chances were gone begging
at point from Jonty Manning
and a failed run out from, you
guessed it, “Tin Man” who

HOME DELIVERY

Call your local
newsagency

ISSN 2200-100X

9772200100002

The U15s squad. Back (from left): Sienna MacMillian, Archie Williams, Zack
Sund, Bailey Parry, Brydon Marshall, Ethan Rhee, Drew Fusinato and Jobe
Williams. Front: Zack Hughes, Jax Marshall and Jackson Allan.

forgot you needed the ball to
hit the stumps not just your
belly.

Fifty-five overs later of bor-
ing dead batting the Imperials
finished all out for 90 with K
Lane 3/8, H Womersley 2/6, J
Williams 2/9 and the master-
ful, creative and obvious first
choice spinner M Arceo 2/19.

The time had come to bat
against a stacked bowling
line up with rumours compar-
ing them to the West Indies of
the late 90s.

Max Arceo saw off 20 odd
balls before falling, leaving

Heath to play his role and the
world’s most nervous human
Henry Peppard out there do-
ing a job for his club finishing
the night with nine-not-out.

The team were 1/26 off 15,
requiring 65 more to win, who
are now hoping it’s enough to
finish on top.

u15s
The Under 15 Sharks were re-
warded with a home semi-fi-
nal on Sunday after finishing
the home and away season on
top of the ladder.

The finals format for the

Under 15s was 20/20/20/20.

Korumburra won the toss
and elected to bowl first -
it looked like Korumburra
made the right call as we
lost our opening pair Drew
Fusinato and Brydon Mar-
shall in quick succession,
leaving the Sharks chasing
their tails at 2/3.

Vice-Captain Archie Wil-
liams and Zack Hughes came
to the crease to steady things
up for the island.

Archie and Zack batted
beautifully getting runs for
the home side.

Zack Hughes was caught
on 12, with the score at 3/35.

Captain Jobe Williams
came out to help tick the scor-
ing over with Archie.

Phillip Island finished the
first 20 overs on 3/72.

The island then went out to
bowl hoping to protect their
first innings score of 72.

Jobe Williams and Jax
Marshall opened the bowling
for the island, with both bowl-
ing a very tight line and keep-
ing the runs down.

Jackson Allan and Archie
Williams then came onto
bowl.

Phillip Island finally struck
a wicket to Jackson with a su-
perb catch from Bailey Parry.

Jackson struck again with
another wicket.

Continued page 24
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33 RED ROCKS ROAD, COWES

* North facing with open plan living
* Short walk to Red Rocks Beach
* 5 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$720,000

2/13 DOUGLAS ROAD, COWES

* Open plan living with private rear courtyard

* Excellent location, short stroll to shops and
north facing beach

¢ | bedroom/| bathroom

$325,000

8 KEMBLA ROAD, COWES

* Double storey home opposite Whytesands
reserve

* Upstairs open plan living leading to
undercover deck

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$940,000

PERMANENT
RENTALS
URGENTLY
NEEDED
NOW!

CALL US
TODAY FOR
A FREE
RENTAL
APPRAISAL.

I 13aThompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

JDo2783BI
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