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Purple tribute at 
Change for Sam vigil

Bad weather forced a change of venue, but didn’t dampen the spirits of the local community who turned out to support Change for Sam’s Candlelight Vigil last Wednesday, to honour and remember those 
who lost their lives due to family violence. Gabriel Di Falco, and Joey, Isla and Emma Thompson with vigil organiser, Change for Sam’s Lija Matthews. For a full report, turn to page 12.

SILVERLEAVES

No major new engineering proj-
ects such as groynes and rock 
walls are planned for Silver-
leaves to stop erosion in com-
ing decades, according to a new 
draft report.

The Department of Energy, 
Environment and Climate Ac-
tion (DEECA) released the draft 
East Cowes and Silverleaves 
Adaptation Plan at the end of 
April, which is out for commu-
nity comment until May 30.

Residents have responded to 
the report, demanding groynes 
be constructed the length of Sil-
verleaves (see separate story).

The draft outlines a list of 
long-term management options 
for managing erosion along the 
Silverleaves foreshore for the 
coming decades.

It emphasises a “signifi cant 
portion of the land” is subject to 
permanent inundation from sea 
level rise from Rhyll Inlet rather 
than coastal erosion.

“Future sea levels in Rhyll 
Inlet are likely to fl ood land 
with low elevations,” the report 
states, adding this fl ooding risk 
requires further studies.

The draft report divides Sil-
verleaves into three sections, 
starting at the western edge 
near Coghlan Road, then contin-
ues eastward to the section that 
has experienced the most recent 
erosion, and fi nally fi nishing at 
the easterly end of Silverleaves 
Avenue, which is the Ramsar 
boundary.

For the western end, near 
Coghlan Road, the draft report 
recommends minor repairs 
and realignment of the existing 

1970s rock revetment.
In the central section, it rec-

ommends a “nature-based hy-
brid solution” of “low-profi le 
rock sills, shellfi sh reef or rock 
berms” to absorb wave energy, 
as well as beach nourishment 
and shoreline plants.

The draft report was pro-
duced before the rock bag wall 
was built in the erosion hotspot 
around Sanders Road, but says 
that wall could now be buried 
in dune reconstruction, “where 
it would act as a last line of de-
fence against erosion” and also 
enhance habitat.

In this erosion hotspot, the 
report does not recommend 
groynes “in isolation”, “because 
it may not effectively mitigate 
erosion or inundation hazards 
without continued beach nour-
ishment (bulldozing sand)”.

At the fi nal section, towards 
the easterly end, the draft says 
this area is relatively stable com-
pared to western Silverleaves 
and recommends non-interven-
tion, “refl ecting the lower imme-
diate erosion risk”.

Despite these recommenda-
tions, the draft East Cowes and 
Silverleaves Adaptation Plan 
emphasises there is “signifi cant 
uncertainty” with erosion risk 
because of unpredictable coast-
al and climate conditions – espe-
cially sea level rise – and regular 
monitoring was necessary to as-
sess potential risks over time.

Don’t build?
The draft report is based on 
Victoria’s coastal policy, which 
steers away from projects that 
have an environmental impact 
and has seven steps, starting 

at non-intervention or allowing 
erosion to occur, then moving 
to building new developments 
away from risks.

The fourth step in the coastal 
policy is “accommodate” or de-
signing buildings to reduce ex-
posure to risk.

This is followed by “retreat” – 
or moving homes and assets

Continued page 10

New erosion report steers away from big projects
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Don’t hesitate to 

contact me, 
I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

I am here to help.

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

LITERATURE

Award-winning children’s 
author and illustrator Alison 
Lester visited Cowes last week 
for a talk and book signing.

More than 50 parents and 
children lined up for the sign-
ing at Berninneit, for the pop-
ular author who has produced 
more than 50 books.

An exhibition of Alison’s 
original illustrations from 
her 2004 book “Are We There 
Yet?” – on tour from the 
Gippsland Art Gallery collec-
tion – is at Berninneit until 
May 25.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Berninneit has received an-
other award, this time receiv-
ing the Australian Timber 
Design Awards Sustainability 
Prize.

Berninneit has already won 
a raft of architectural awards, 
including the William Wardell 
Award for Public Architec-
ture, and the AIA National 
Architecture Awards for Pub-
lic Architecture.

The Sustainability Prize 
was judged by Anthony 
Burke, host of Restoration 
Australia and Grand Designs 
Australia, and Rebecca Gill-
ing, Planet Ark’s CEO.

The centre uses glulam col-
umns sourced by Australian 
Sustainable Hardwoods and 
cross-laminated timber pan-
els from Xlam’s state-of-the-
art Albury-Wodonga facility.

“This is the full sustainabili-
ty package,” Burke, a professor 
of architecture at UTS, said.

“You’ve got a beautiful use 
of materials featuring timber 
throughout the entire build-
ing, as well as community in-
volvement.”

According to Gilling, who 
in late 2022 took over as CEO 

of Australia’s most trusted 
ENGO from long-time leader 
Paul Klymenko, there are so 
many sustainability elements 
to the project: “(This) includes 
local sourcing of materials, the 
Passivhaus envelope, which 
ensures the ongoing running 
costs will be minimised, and 
(of course) using timber as the 
carbon store.”

The Jackson Clements Bur-
rows-designed building sup-
ports a range of uses, includ-
ing a theatre, library, gallery, 
museum, community function 
rooms, and offices.

“The design feels inherently 
connected to and of its place. 
Warm, pink-cream brick ref-
erences nearby dunes and 
beaches, whilst internal timber 
columns speak to the island’s 
jetties and pier structures,” ac-
cording to Jackson Clements 
Burrows’s design statement.

“The building creates a dy-
namic and interactive destina-
tion that will become a source 
of civic pride. Bringing togeth-
er the cultural and social as-
pirations of the community, it 
draws visitors to showcase the 
region’s history and culture.”

Awards collected by Ber-
ninneit include:

• 2024 National Architecture 
Award for Public Architec-
ture

• William Wardell Award 
for Public Architecture at 
2024 Victorian Architecture 
Awards and shortlisted 
in three other categories: 
Regional Architecture, Sus-
tainable Architecture, and 
Interior Architecture

• Excellence in Geographic 
Place Naming award at the 

2024 Victorian Geospatial 
Excellence awards (received 
by Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil and the Bunurong Land 
Council Aboriginal Corpo-
ration)

• The Australian Interior 
Design Award for Public 
Design

• 2024 Sustainability Awards 
– Public Building

• Australian Timber Design 
Awards Sustainability Prize.

Another accolade for Berninneit

Berninneit has won the Australian Timber Design Awards Sustainability 
Prize, praised for its use of sustainable hardwoods and cross laminated 
timber panels. Photo: Peter Clarke.

Alison 
Lester 
visits 
Cowes

Shandelle Parkes with her son Drew, (left), came from Korumburra for the event. With author and illustrator 
Alison Lester (middle), and Sarah Westwood and son Finlay from Cowes (right).
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SAFETY

A $50,000 grant from the State 
Government’s Tiny Towns fund-
ing program has secured the fu-
ture of the Smiths Beach Rescue 
Tower.

Woolamai Beach Surf Life 
Saving Club (WBSLSC) Presi-
dent Jason Close said the club was 
thrilled to receive the news the 
project had been given a grant.

The money from the Tiny 
Towns fund, alongside generous 
support from donations and lo-
cal community groups means 
the urgently needed repairs and 
rehabilitation of the rescue tow-
er can go ahead.

“We are very grateful to the 
Victorian State Government and 
the support for the project re-
ceived from our local member 
Jordan Crugnale MP,” Jason said.

“Due to the generous support 
of the local community, the Ro-
tary Club of Phillip Island and 
San Remo, the Smiths Beach-
combers Association, the Vic-
torian State Government and 
Phillip Island Nature Parks, the 
Smiths Beach Rescue Base proj-
ect has now reached its fund-
raising target.

“Woolamai Beach Surf Life 
Saving Club is now able to confi-
dently proceed with the project,” 
continued Jason.

“The club is currently plan-
ning the upgrade, liaising with 
local authorities, and finalising 
project specifications. We ex-
pect to commence the project in 
the coming months.”

As a voluntary emergency 
service, serving the community 
of Phillip Island and surrounds, 
the club is still raising funds 
for other important services, 
lifesaving facilities and rescue 
equipment.

“However the funds that we 
have received will now enable 
the upgrade and some of the on-
going maintenance required for 
the Smiths Beach Rescue Base,” 
Jason said.

The project will include wall 
panel works, inside painting, 
and stair removal and replace-
ment.

Fundraising
In October 2024, WBSLSC re-
ceived an $83,960 grant from the 
State Government’s Volunteer 
Emergency Services Equipment 
Program (VESEP) for repairs to 

the rescue tower.
The club had been seeking 

$140,000 in funding to ensure 
the safety of the rescue base 
structure, which was built only 
seven years ago.

It raised around $25,000 to-
wards the repairs and The Phil-
lip Island and San Remo Rotary 
Club also donated $20,000 to the 
project.

The tower is a vital part of 
the WBSLSC summer patrols, 
with over 11,000 people visit-
ing Smiths Beach during patrol 
hours each summer.

In recent years, the club has 
recorded thousands of preven-
tative actions – pro-active steps 
taken to avoid rescues, includ-
ing directing swimmers back 
between the flags.

The base is also equipped 
with a solar panel and battery, 
part-funded by Westernport Wa-
ter, which ensure radios – cru-
cial for communication and co-
ordination of rescues and beach 
safety – are able to be charged.

Moreover, the base includes 
a first aid room and a fresh wa-
ter tap, both essential assets for 
lifesavers and lifeguards when 
treating members of the public.

ELECTION

Liberal candidate Mary Al-
dred has been declared the 
winner in Monash, after a 
week of counting by the Aus-
tralian Electoral Commission.

Aldred led the first prefer-
ence vote at 32.08 per cent, 
well clear of nearest rival, La-
bor’s Tully Fletcher, and after 
preferences took the seat with 
54.31 per cent of the vote.

On her campaign Facebook 
page, Mary Aldred acknowl-
edged it had been “a long and 
complicated process”  to get a 
result.

“I understand with my elec-
tion comes the expectation 
from day one to deliver local-
ly and take a strong national 
stand on behalf of the people 
of Monash. And that’s exactly 
what I intend to do.” 

Ms Aldred thanked her 
volunteers and supporters for 
working tirelessly, and her 
family for “their unconditional 
love”.

She also thanked the Vic-
torian and National Liberal 
team saying they were part of 
her success.

“In particular, I want to rec-
ognise Russell and Bronwyn 
Broadbent, for their service to 
the former electorates of Cori-
nella and McMillan, and to the 

electorate of Monash. They are 
good people and I wish them 
well,”  Ms Aldred said.

“We live in the best part 
of the best country on earth. 
Gippsland’s regional success 
fuels our national prosperity, 
and I will always stand on the 
side of the jobs and industries 
that sustain this.

“Much of the nation’s wealth 
is generated in regions like 
ours, and I will fight to ensure 
we have the infrastructure and 
services we need.”

Ms Aldred said the task 
ahead for the Liberal Party 
was enormous but not insur-
mountable.

“In my view, that job in-
cludes recrafting our econom-
ic message to be the Liberal 
Party’s central offering of as-
piration and opportunity to all 
Australians.”

She signed off with a mes-
sage to the electorate.

“To the people of Monash: 
I will work my heart out for 
you.”

In a statement on the result 
on Monday night, Tully Fletch-
er said he had called Mary  
Aldred to concede the seat.

Up until Monday May 12 
Monash was one of only three 
seats in the entire country 
where AEC had yet to nomi-
nate a leading party.

FIRE EQUIPMENT

Fire Equipment Maintenance 
(FEM) is a critical part of fire 
prevention and a key source of 
funding for many CFA brigades, 
including the Phillip Island Fire 
Brigade and the San Remo Fire 
Brigade.

Phillip Island and San Remo 
brigades have been servicing 
the local area for over 20 years.

As part of the FEM services, 
brigade members visit local 
businesses and facilities across 
Phillip Island and San Remo to 
inspect and maintain essential 
firefighting tools such as fire 
extinguishers, fire blankets and 
hose reels. 

This ensures equipment is 

fully functional and compliant 
with safety regulations, ready 
to respond in the event of an 
emergency.

This maintenance is not only 
vital for public safety but is also 
legally required for business 
owners and occupiers. Busi-
nesses pay a fee for this service, 
with all funds directly reinvest-
ed into the local brigade to sup-
port operations, equipment up-
grades, and member training.

“Every dollar raised through 
FEM or donated by our commu-
nity helps us improve our capa-
bilities and ensure the highest 
level of fire safety for Phillip 
Island and San Remo,” a Phillip 
Island Fire Brigade spokesper-
son said.

“Importantly, FEM allows us 
to have face-to-face conversa-
tions with business owners and 
staff about fire safety, helping to 
educate and reassure our com-
munity while promoting pre-
paredness.

“We currently service more 
than 200 businesses on Phillip 
Island and San Remo.”

If you would like to get in 
contact with the fire brigades’ 
FEM service, please email: phil-
lipislandfem@outlook.com or 
sanremo.fem@cfa.vic.gov.au

“At Phillip Island Fire Bri-
gade and San Remo Fire Bri-
gade we are proud to be part  
of this effort – keeping our  
community safe, connected and 
prepared.”

Protecting the community 
and supporting our brigade

Phillip island Tenpin Bowling has been utilising the Fire Equipment Maintenance 
service provided by the Phillip Island Fire Brigade for 15+ years. Craig, owner of 
the bowling centre, with Anita and Wayne, service technicians for Phillip Island 
Fire Brigade.

Aldred wins: finally  
a result for Monash

Liberal candidate Mary Aldred takes the seat of Monash, after a week of 
counting by the AEC.

A welcome rescue for 
Smiths Beach tower

The future of the Smiths Beach Rescue Tower is assured, after a Tiny Towns grant helped Woolamai Beach Surf Life Sav-
ing Club meet its fundraising target, to undertake urgently needed work on the tower.
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For more information, contact Kristen Yates-Matthews:                                    
Kristen.Yates-Matthews@basscoasthealth.org.au

Join our Community 
Advisory Committee

Do you have strong community 
connections and a passion for local 
healthcare? 

BCH is seeking Expressions of 
Interest for members of our 
Community Advisory Committee, 
to act as a conduit between the 
community and the Board and 
Executive. 

You will convey community needs 
and expectations to the Board and 
share with our community our ever 
expanding services. You will 
provide feedback and advice, and 
represent the community on 

committees that ensure consumer 
voice is central to the delivery of 
our services.

We seek members of all ages and 
backgrounds bringing lived 
experience and skills. See our  
committee members here:                     
basscoasthealth.org.au/cac

This is an exciting time to join BCH, 
with significant growth in services 
and infrastructure. This is your 
opportunity to shape your 
sub-regional health service, now 
and for the future. Expressions of 
interest close Wednesday 28 May.  
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NEWS

ENVIRONMENT

If you ever get peckish 
walking along Phillip Is-
land’s many nature trails, 
fear not, food is closer 
than you realise.

According to Jessica 
Moulynox, the island is 
a virtual kitchen pantry, 
which she proves on her 
coastal foraging walks 
in Cape Woolamai and 
Rhyll, with the next walk 
on May 25, 10am – midday 
on Cottesloe Avenue, Cape 
Woolamai.

Earlier this year the 
38-year-old botanist 
started Backyard Botany, 
encouraging sustainable 
living practices through 
native edible garden de-
sign for schools and com-
munity groups, as well as 
for individuals.

Jess then opened her 
Cape Woolamai home 
garden to the public ear-
lier this year as part of the 
Bass Coast Edible Garden 
Tour, to showcase the 22 
native edibles she’s plant-
ed, as a forerunner to her 
coastal foraging walks 
and workshops.

She has since run sev-
eral walks, with the aim to 
encourage not only a love 
and respect for nature 
and native foods, espe-
cially the island’s endemic 
plants, but also to inspire 
people to plant native spe-

cies in their own yards.
This includes buying lo-

cal varieties at Barb Mar-
tin Bushbank, on the Phil-
lip Island Road, or buying 
native edible plants at 
Bunnings.

“I want people to learn 
about the plants, plant 
them and use them at 
home,” she says.

On the walk, the moth-
er-of-two introduces par-
ticipants to about 20 edible 
or medicinal plants that 
are native to the island.

Jess emphasises she 
has a Bass Coast Shire 
Council permit that al-
lows her to forage at Cape 
Woolamai and Rhyll and 
so anyone keen to develop 
their foraging skills must 
also apply for a permit.

“I am allowed to pick 
plants and give samples to 
people,” she explains.

And, she adds, she has 
permission from First Na-
tions’ elders to do this work.

Importantly, she ex-
plains, plants should be 
washed thoroughly before 
eating, or plucked from 
the top branches, so you 
don’t eat anything at dog 
pee level.

Pantry
On the Cape Woolamai 
walk, participants go only 
a few metres before Jess 
spots an edible native plant.

She picks a frond of 

young coastal saltbush 
and nibbles it, explaining 
it is a handy salt substi-
tute, or can be fried like 
burnt butter sage on top of 
pasta.

“It is a fantastic antivi-
ral and can also be eaten 
raw.”

Old man saltbush is 
generally considered the 
culinary version of salt-
bush, she adds, with that 
plant also to be found at 
Bunnings.

She walks a little fur-
ther to a common-looking 
branch.

Seaberry saltbush has 
berries that are “jam-
packed” with antioxidants.

“When modern medi-
cine wasn’t around 1000 
years ago they had to rely 
on nature, eating small 
amounts regularly to sus-
tain their health.”

Seaberry saltbush is so 
common anyone who has 
strolled anywhere on the 
island would be familiar 
with it, yet will have prob-
ably entirely ignored it.

Jess calls this “plant 
blindness”.

So too, pigface is a com-
mon Phillip Island plant, 
whose flowers transform 
into fruit, which when 
opened contain “little 
salty strawberry kiwis”.

“This,” she points to 
a stock standard green 
creeper kind of plant, “is 

native spinach”.
“I like to blanche it and 

add to a pie.
“It’s not Warrigal greens. 

It’s the sister plant.”
She points to lemon-

scented tea tree, explain-
ing she extracts the oils to 
make homemade deodor-
ant for her family, even for 
her husband Trev who is a 
consulting arborist.

And so it continues.
A coastal wattle has 

water in its root that can 
help with survival.

The acacia tree has sap 
that’s sweet, while the 
coast beard heath has a 
white berry that “tastes 
like lemonade”.

The headache vine ap-
parently lives up to its 
name, Jess says, putting 
a crown of entwined vine 
around her head.

“The heat from your 
head releases the oils from 
the vine, which can help 
relieve a headache. And 
the fluffy flowerheads are 
great as tinder,” she says, 
adding an anecdote about 
her son who has been 
learning how to start fires 
using soft wood timber.

“He also made a bow 

and arrow out of tea tree 
the other day.”

Be educated
Jess grew up in a family 
that loved camping and it 
was accepted practice to 
forage for wild food.

One of her earliest 
memories is walking 
through paddocks with 
her grandfather when she 
got stung and he grabbed 
a bracken fern frond and 
opened the root, rubbing it 
on the bite.

“The roots have an an-
tihistamine that can be 
used on stings and bites 
and it brings immediate 
relief,” she says.

Jess studied a Bachelor 
of Environmental Science, 
majoring in biology at 
Deakin University, also 
taking subjects at Mel-
bourne University in the 
flora of Victoria.

Because she studied a 
minor in indigenous stud-
ies Jess also calls herself 
an ethnobotanist, study-
ing the relationship be-
tween humans and plants.

Jess and Trev moved to 
Phillip Island in 2018 be-
cause she was a dedicated 

surfer who wanted to be 
closer to the breaks.

Since Backyard Bota-
ny’s launch, Jess has in-
stalled native edible gar-
dens at the Ramada resort, 
as well as PICAL and Our 
Lady Star of the Sea.

The foraging walks oc-
cur in the warmer months, 
while through the cold 
months Jess will run talks, 
including one at Island 
Healing on June 29.

The walks and talks are 
not just for foodies or gar-
deners.

As she demonstrates, 
nature is also a medicinal 
pantry and offers lessons 
in botany and indigenous 
culture, with handy tips 
for doomsday preppers on 
survival skills.

“People are sometimes 
nervous eating wild plants 
with me, coming from an 
expert.

“But I tell them, don’t 
be afraid, be educated, 
there’s a big difference be-
tween the two.

“The whole idea of 
Backyard Botany is to con-
nect with nature, to look 
after the planet, to elimi-
nate the fear of nature.”

The food isle, Jess style

Botanist Jessica Moulynox runs coastal foraging walks, and encourages sustainable living practices 
through designing native edible gardens for schools and community groups.
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RENEWABLES

Phillip Island’s $10 million big 
battery on Gap Road, which 
was opened in 2023, saved about 
14,250 litres of diesel over sum-
mer.

And a battery forum at Cow-
es last Monday was told the is-
land’s sixth neighbourhood bat-
tery fi nished installation last 
week, all to be operational along 
with the fi nal battery at Bernin-
neit by August.

The forum, which included a 
question-and-answer session, 
had speakers from Mondo and 
AusNet, who have installed both 
the neighbourhood and Gap 
Road big batteries.

As reported, the State Gov-
ernment last year gave $2.1 mil-
lion to the island for the seven 
neighbourhood batteries.

Mondo – a commercial sub-
sidiary of power supplier Aus-
Net – has installed the batteries 
and will maintain and operate 
them, working with Bass Coast 
Shire Council and Totally Re-
newable Phillip Island (TRPI).

The forum heard the batteries 
will charge during the day when 
there’s high solar generation 
and release in the evening when 
electricity demand is high.

“They won’t prevent power 
outages,” TRPI’s Mary Whelan 
told the forum.

“Their function is to improve 
the network’s ability to absorb 
solar or export it.”

Cowes residents Lis and Rob-
ert Blandamer have a home 
battery with their solar system, 

across the road from one of the 
new neighbourhood batteries.

The couple said when they 
have additional power it will go 
to the community.

“It’s better than going into the 
ether,” Lis said, explaining they 
still received the same tariff 
feed-in price.

“There’s no fi nancial benefi t 
to us, but there is an environ-
mental and community benefi t.”

TRPI chair Simon Helps an-
swered questions from the audi-
ence, including why the neigh-
bourhood batteries had been 
placed in fi ve public parks.

Simon explained both Nature 
Parks and Westernport Water 
wanted to house batteries, but 
the “complexities” of the com-
mercial lease agreement with 
AusNet made it too diffi cult, 

whereas the shire was able to 
work with the “constraints”.

Simon said the LFP batteries 
used the “safest chemistry avail-
able”, which was “safer than a 
petrol car, which people put in 
their garages all the time”.

TRPI will be running a bat-
tery information session at the 
start of June on helping resi-
dents understand the benefi ts, 
installation and equipment re-
quired for installing batteries.

In what is believed to be a 
fi rst, a percentage of any rev-
enue made from the batteries 
will be donated back to the com-
munity for further renewable 
projects.

Big battery
The 5MW Phillip Island Com-
munity Energy Storage System 

(PICESS) was built by Mondo 
in 2023, on behalf of AusNet, “to 
stabilise the grid” and provide 
extra energy in peak periods, 
such as during the Grand Prix, 
replacing the need for diesel 
generators.

The forum heard over sum-
mer PICESS was used in place 
of large diesel generators and 
saved about 14,250lt of diesel.

AusNet’s Matthew Charles-
Jones told the forum PICESS 
enabled more local renewables, 
“soaking up” renewables and 
releasing it for evening summer 
demand.

He said the big battery sup-
ported Phillip Island in extreme 
peak energy use times in place 
of generators.

“As PICESS is connected to 
the main feeder, it can provide 
network support for the en-
tire island when it’s needed the 
most, such as in summer, and 
the MotoGP,” Matthew said.

The forum heard by 2035, 95 

per cent of current coal genera-
tion will be closed, according to 
the National Energy Market 
(NEM), with increased solar, 
wind, and hydro “fi rmed up” 
with battery storage “at all lev-
els”.

The sites of the neighbour-
hood batteries are:
• Berninneit – Thompson Ave-

nue (205 kWh) – which has the 
potential to become an emer-
gency centre to charge phones 
when the power is down

• Corner Kembla Road and 
Pasadena Drive, reserve, (410 
kWh)

• Corner Seagrass Avenue and 
Everton Drive, reserve, (205 
kWh)

• Goodwood Drive and Elving-
ton Avenue, reserve, (410 kWh)

• Hallway Drive, Wimbledon 
Heights, reserve, (205 kWh)

• Council depot – Settlement 
Road (205 kWh)

• Katherine Circuit, park, (205 
kWh)

Ba� eries powering Phillip Island

“Batteries come in all shapes and sizes”, according to a presentation on Phillip 
Island’s new neighbourhood batteries in Cowes last week.

FUNDRAISER

On Thursday May 22, Alex 
Scott & Staff in Cowes are 
hosting a morning tea at 
the front of their offi ce at 
113a Thompson Avenue, 

from 10am.
Everyone is welcome and 

there will be a coffee cart out 
the front.

Entry is a donation, with all 
proceeds going to the Cancer 
Council.

The Biggest Morning 
Tea comes to town

SUPPORTED BY

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Before you know it, 
your e-scooter is on fire.
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COUNCIL

Bass Coast Shire Council is re-
viewing its Domestic Animal 
Management Plan (DAMP) for 
2026-2029 and wants to hear 
from you – whether you’re a pet 
owner or not.

The DAMP is a four-year 
Plan that council says provides 
a “a strategic, balanced ap-
proach to ensuring responsible 
pet ownership”.

The DAMP sets out how 
Council manages domestic ani-
mals, trains authorised officers, 
and supports a healthy balance 
between pets, their owners and 
the broader community, and 
covers aspects like microchip-
ping and registration, to leash 
laws and dog parks.

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Ro-
chelle Halstead, knows the im-
portance and joys of responsible 
pet ownership firsthand.

“Our family has two dogs, 
Invee and our newest addition, 
Sanny,” Cr Halstead said.

“I was proud to register San-
ny using Council’s new online 
system. It’s quick, easy, and 
part of what responsible owner-
ship looks like – alongside mi-
crochipping, vaccinations, and 
good training.”

The previous Domestic Ani-
mal Management Plan 2021-25 
included the phased rollout of 
24/7 cat containment. Other 
achievements include a notable 
increase in pet registrations, up-
graded pound facilities, improve-
ments in signage, more beach pa-
trols, a subsidised cat de-sexing 
program, and community edu-
cation campaigns that boosted 
awareness around registration 
and responsible pet ownership.

Consultation
As part of this consultation, 
Council is seeking feedback on 
responsible pet ownership and 
managing dogs in public spaces.

Off-leash facilities and regu-
lations at three key locations 
have been identified for poten-

tial upgrades:
• Blue Gum Reserve, Cowes 

(119-133 Settlement Road)
• Headland Way Reserve, Inver-

loch (31-41 Ullathornes Road)
• Rhyll Recreation Reserve, 

Rhyll (42-52 Lock Road)
You can attend one of the up-

coming community engagement 
sessions.
• Berninneit, Cowes: Tuesday 

May 20, 12pm – 2pm
• Inverloch Community Hub: 

Thursday May 29, 3pm – 5pm
• Wonthaggi Plaza: Monday 

June 2, 4pm – 6pm

• Corinella & District Commu-
nity Centre: Thursday June 5, 
10am – 12pm

Stage one of community con-
sultation is open until June 9.

Council said community in-
put will help shape the Draft 
DAMP, which will be released 
later this year for further com-
munity feedback.

It is a requirement under the 
Domestic Animal Management 
Act 1994 to develop and imple-
ment a DAMP every four years.

To learn more go to: engage.
basscoast.vic.gov.au/DAMP

PLANNING

A rare single-storey redevelop-
ment is planned for Marine Pa-
rade in San Remo.

A planning permit for 115 
Marine Parade, San Remo, on 
the corner of Edgar Road, is cur-
rently out for public comment, 
and includes additions and alter-
ations to the existing buildings, 
a reduction in the car parking 
requirement, and removal of na-
tive vegetation.

The proposal is in contrast to 
other recent developments along 
San Remo’s main street that in-
clude 125 Marine Parade, a $4.2 
million building with two retail 
shops on the ground floor and 14 
apartments on the upper levels; 
and at 131-133 Marine Parade a 
$6 million four storey, 22-apart-
ment complex with four retail 
shops is also planned.

Despite the relatively mod-
est plan, the development still 
requires a significant parking 
waiver of 31 car spaces.

The proposed development 
plans to “reactivate” two current 
buildings, one of which has re-
mained vacant for a number of 
years. 

“Both buildings have reached 
the end of their serviceable lifes-
pan in their current form,” the 
planning permit states.

The proposed additions in-
clude three shop tenancies on 
the 440sqm site, with minimal 
changes to the external facades.

“The proposed development 
essentially revitalises an under-
utilised premises with an im-
proved street presentation and 
internal spaces.”

A traffic engineering assess-
ment states the proposed de-
velopment has a statutory car 
parking requirement of 32 car 
spaces, including 28 spaces for 
the restaurant and three spaces 

for the retail tenancy.
One car space will be provid-

ed, leading to an overall short-
fall of 31 spaces.

The assessment states the 
level of traffic generated by the 
proposal can be accommodated 
by the local road network.

“The site is small. As such, it 
is not possible to provide on-site 
car parking to the statutory rates 
while also maximising commer-
cial use of this property,” the per-
mit states, concluding car parking 
demand can be accommodated 
by public car parking areas.

A vegetation report says a 
drooping sheoak will need to be 
removed for the proposal.

ENVIRONMENT

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Sav-
ing Club (WBSLSC) and Phillip 
Island Nature Parks success-
fully secured a Landcare Grant 
to help restore the dunes around 
the clubhouse at Cape Woola-
mai.

Vice President Fi Blackmore 
said the club was grateful for the 
grant funding supplied by Land-
care and BUPA.

She said the money would 
support “ongoing work in re-
vegetation of the vital dunes 
which enhance the coastal envi-
ronment surrounding the club-
house”.

“This grant, which is for 
just under $5000, will support 
the planting of 200 indigenous 
shrubs and groundcovers and 
will be completed by November 
30, 2025.

“Woolamai Beach SLSC is 
grateful to Landcare, BUPA and 
Phillip Island Nature Parks for 
their support of continued plant-
ing and support works in the 
dunes next to our clubhouse,” Fi 
said.

“As well as stabilising the 
dunes, it generates fauna habitat 
and aids the ecology of this sen-
sitive coastal area. The works 
also include removal of marram 
grass and sea spurge, to enable 
normal dune movement.

“The club is fortunate to op-
erate within this beautiful area 
and through our volunteers’ 
planting activities is contribut-
ing to its conservation.”

Over the weekend, volun-
teers were working around the 
clubhouse area, planting in the 
dunes, to support revegetation.

This will be an ongoing activ-
ity over the next three years, Fi 
said.

Last weekend’s works were 
from a grant from Coastcare 
Victoria’s Summer by the Sea 
program, originally planned for 
January but deferred given un-
favourable growing conditions.

In all, this additional round 
of Landcare Grants Program 
funded 41 projects, and support-
ed planting of an extra 24,000 
trees, shrubs and ground cover, 
increasing the program’s impact 
by almost 30 per cent.

FUNDRAISER

Phillip Island’s Stephen Fullar-
ton is off and walking again, 
raising money for the Stroke 
Foundation.

Last year, Stephen took on the 
challenge to walk 76km in May, 
but this year, his goal is 131km.

He said the target set by the 
Stroke Foundation has risen, re-
flecting the increase in people 
having strokes.

“Every day 131 people in Aus-
tralia have a stroke,” he said.

Last year, Stephen tackled 
all the island’s different scenic 
walks, surpassing the 76km 
goal, and walking 115.5km.

Along the way he raised $1618 
for the Stroke Foundation.

This year he hopes to exceed 
the 131km goal, aiming to reach 
150km. He also hopes to beat 
last year’s fundraising total.

He’s started the month 
strongly, walking 6km most 
days, doing a lap around Cowes.

“Last year, I did all the Nature 
Park walks and I’ll be doing that 
again, on the weekends,” said 
Stephen.

Friends are already volun-
teering to accompany Stephen 
on some of the scenic walks and 
are pledging donations through 
a link on his Facebook page.

“I even had one guy walk into 
my office and say, ‘I’m not on 
Facebook’, and then handed me 
$100.”

Stephen, who suffered a 
haemorrhagic stroke while on 
his stand-up paddle board at 
Crazy Birds in 2021, is an out-
spoken advocate for the work of 
the Stroke Foundation.

The foundation promotes 
stroke awareness, including the 
signs of a stroke and how quick-
ly you need to respond.

He’s also been working with 
the Stroke Association, taking 
part in their regular support 
meetings for stroke survivors 
and their carers at PICAL.

You can support Stephen’s 
fundraiser by making a dona-
tion via his Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/stephen.
fullarton

Read more about the work 
of the Stroke Foundation at: 
strokefoundation.org.au

It’s time to talk domestic 
animal management plan

Dunes restoration 
gets a boost

Stephen is stepping 
out ... againA smaller development for Marine Parade

The current building on the corner of Edgar Road.

Cr Rochelle Halstead with her dog Invee and new puppy Sanny. A community 
engagement session about the Domestic Animal Management Plan (DAMP) will 
be held in Cowes at Berninneit on Tuesday May 20 from 12pm until 2pm.

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club received a Landcare grant to support 
ongoing revegetation of the dunes surrounding the clubhouse.
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AMBULANCE

According to the latest response 
time data from Ambulance Vic-
toria (AV), between January and 
March 2025, our local paramed-
ics received the highest number 
of Code 1 calls in the past 12 
months (793) and improved their 
response rate from the previous 
quarter.

Close to 55 per cent of Code 
1 calls were responded to in less 
than 15 minutes.

Compared to other urban 
centres, Wonthaggi performed 
well, with an average response 
time of 13:07 minutes, and 79.9 
per cent under the 15-minute 
target. Ambulance Victoria said 
this was the second biggest im-
provement in the state.

Bass Coast Code 2 cases were 
also up during the quarter, with 
an average response time of 
44:31 minutes.

This was an improvement 
on the previous quarter’s 
46:15-minute average response, 
with paramedics attending 30 
more cases during the quarter.

Wonthaggi also improved its 
Code 2 wait times, down to 45:49 
from 51:10 in the previous quarter.

The figures show a significant 
improvement from the previous 
quarter (October 1 and Decem-
ber 31, 2024), which showed wait 
times hit their highest quarterly 
average in over a decade.

AV Executive Director Re-
gional Operations Danielle 
North said overall, demand had 
dropped compared with the 
last three months of 2024, but 
said there was a 31.8 per cent 
increase in Code 1 cases since 

the COVID-19 pandemic began 
more than five years ago.

In the Gippsland Region 
crews responded to 6039 Code 
1 cases between January and 
March 2025, down from 6130 
in the previous quarter. The 
biggest improvements were in 
Wonthaggi and Drouin.

Triage
Gippsland Regional Director 
Ross Salathiel said, since last 
November, there have been 119 
new paramedics statewide, in-
cluding graduate paramedics 
and qualified paramedics from 

New South Wales, Queensland, 
the Northern Territory and New 
Zealand. 

Mr Salathiel said AV’s sec-
ondary triage team of paramed-
ics and nurses made a real differ-
ence, “connecting patients with 
the care they need while help-
ing free up crews for patients in 
time-critical emergencies”.

“From January to March, 
43,858 people who did not need 
an emergency ambulance were 
instead connected to more ap-
propriate care by paramedics 
and nurses in Secondary Triage.

“In 2023-24, paramedics re-

ferred nearly 43,000 patients to 
the Victorian Virtual Emergen-
cy Department (VVED), with 
over three quarters cared for 
without transport to a physical 
ED.”

Mr Salathiel encouraged Vic-
torians to do their part to ensure 
AV’s highly skilled paramedics 
were available for patients most 
in need.

“There are many options peo-
ple can access when they need 
timely medical care and health 
advice but don’t need an emer-
gency ambulance, including the 
Victorian Virtual Emergency 
Department and Urgent Care 
Centres,” Mr Salathiel said. 

“We know demand on our 
hard-working paramedics and 
first responders will rise as we 
head towards winter.

“That’s why we also urge Vic-
torians to book in their annual 
flu vaccination, keep regular 
check-ups with your GP or spe-
cialist and stay home if unwell 
– we can all help to protect our-
selves and people most at risk in 
the community.” 

From January to March 2025, 
AV crews across Victoria re-
sponded to 65.6 per cent of Code 
1 cases within the state-wide tar-
get of 15 minutes, up from 64.9 
per cent in the previous quarter.

The state-wide average re-
sponse time to Code 1 emergen-
cies was 15 minutes and 25 sec-
onds, an improvement from 15 
minutes and 42 seconds three 
months ago. 

Compared with the previous 
quarter, performance improved 
in 45 Local Government Areas 
(LGAs).

EDUCATION

On a sunny Friday, a Newhaven 
College Junior School paper 
plane competition, initiated by 
Year 4 student Jude Thompson, 
raised $122 for the Phillip Island 
Community and Learning Cen-
tre (PICAL).

With help from Odin Jamie-
son in Year 2, Jude planned, ad-
vertised and judged the compe-
tition, and students soared into 
action to raise funds for PICAL.

The two winners for the lon-
gest throw were Joey Leary and 
Ari Loizou and, amongst some 
very strong entries, Maverick 
Steel took out the prize for most 
creative plane.

The college congratulated 
Jude and Odin, saying the com-
petition showcased creativity, 
fun and community spirit.

Flying 
high for 
PICAL

Newhaven College Year 1 student Jude 
Brown takes aim during the Planes for 
PICAL fundraising event. More photos 
at pisra.com.au/education

Code 1 response lifted in Bass Coast

Between January and March 2025, local paramedics received the highest 
number of Code 1 calls in the past 12 months (793) and improved their response 
rate from the previous quarter.
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EDUCATION

Last week, Cowes Primary cel-
ebrated Mother’s Day with an 
egg and bacon breakfast.

“It was a lovely way to say a 
special thank you to our moth-
ers, grandmothers and special 
others,” said a school spokes-
person.

EDUCATION

Newhaven College celebrated 
Mother’s Day through many dif-
ferent events last week.

Celebrations started with 
the hugely popular Mother’s 
Day stall run by the Parents 
and Friends Association (PFA), 
where students purchased lovely 
gifts for their mums, grandmoth-
ers and other special people in 
their lives. The PFA’s Mother’s 
Day Raffle created a buzz as 
well, the prize being a hamper 
full of goodies, won by Year 4 
student Jennifer O’Connell.

On Friday morning, Junior 
School students welcomed their 
mums and special people with 

a hot coffee and muffin for the 
College’s annual Mums and 
Muffins visit. Students wel-
comed their loved ones into their 
classroom to create some lovely 
artworks.

After the success of the New-
haven College Mother’s Day 
lunch last year, over 80 mums, 
grandmas and friends converged 
on Phillip Island Winery to en-
joy a delicious lunch. The atmo-
sphere was one of happy conge-
niality, celebration and love for 
the special women in our lives.

The College thanks Phillip 
Island Winery, the PFA and ev-
eryone involved in making this 
such a special Mother’s Day cel-
ebration.

LITERATURE

Celebrated Australian author 
Lia Hills captivated an appre-
ciative audience earlier this 
month at a Literary Luncheon 
hosted by Turn the Page book-
shop, held at the Phillip Island 
Winery.

Lia, whose literary career 
was launched with the criti-
cally acclaimed The Beginner’s 
Guide to Living, spoke to an 
appreciative audience about 
her extensive body of work and 
the stories that have shaped her 
writing since.

Her debut novel was short-
listed for the Victorian, 
Queensland, and Western 
Australian Premier’s Literary 
Awards, as well as the New 
Zealand Post Book Awards. 
Her second novel, The Crying 
Place, was longlisted for the 
prestigious Miles Franklin Lit-
erary Award and recognised 
as the Australian Indepen-
dent Booksellers’ Book of the 
Month.

Other noted achievements 
include an award-winning po-
etry collection, The Possibility 
of Flight, and her translation 

of Marie Darrieussecq’s ac-
claimed novel, Tom is Dead.

Lia lives and works on Wu-
rundjeri Country in Victoria 
and her most recent novel, The 
Desert Knows Her Name, was 
the topic of her address at last 
week’s luncheon.

Set in a fictional Wimmera 
town, the book explores the 
deeply human connections 
people of diverse backgrounds 
have with the history and spirit 
of the land they inhabit ... its 
author leaving an enthralled 
audience with much to con-
sider.

Award winning author 
inspires at literary lunch

Award winning author Lia Hills (left) at last week’s Literary Lunch at the Phillip 
Island Winery, with hosts Kylie Lindorff and Brendan McDonald of Turn the Page.

College celebrates 
Mother’s Day

Newhaven College mum and PFA member, Jo Vohland, talks through gift options 
with Year 1 student Shiyu Tong. More photos at pisra.com.au/education

Attendees at the Newhaven College Mother’s Day Lunch enjoyed a lovely meal at 
Phillip Island Winery. Photo: Katrina Lawrence.

A special Mother’s Day morning
A quick bite before class. Arlo and Malia with staff member and mum Jen at the Cowes Primary School Mother’s Day breakfast.

Mum Katherine gets a hug from 
Evanthe at Cowes Primary’s Mother’s 
Day breakfast. Josee with mum Joelle, enjoying the Cowes Primary School Mother’s Day breakfast.

It was a double treat for Dylan with nana Janette and mum Anita at the Cowes 
Primary School Mother’s Day breakfast. More photos at pisra.com.au/education
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EROSION

Residents say groynes should now 
be constructed to stop erosion 
along the length of Silverleaves, 
criticising the recent rock bag 
wall as insufficient.

The call comes in response 
to the release of the draft East 
Cowes and Silverleaves Adapta-
tion Plan by the Department of 
Energy, Environment and Climate 
Action (DEECA), which is out for 
community consultation until 
May 30 (see separate story).

The report does not recom-
mend groynes “in isolation” at the 
erosion hotspot around Sanders 
Road, “because it may not effec-
tively mitigate erosion or inunda-
tion hazards without continued 
beach nourishment (bulldozing 
sand)”, which followed a report 
last year that said Cowes east 
groynes were “relatively ineffi-
cient”.

Instead, it recommends a va-
riety of “nature-based” solutions 
including “low-profile rock sills, 
shellfish reef or rock berms” to 
absorb wave energy, as well as 
dune reconstruction.

Resident Natalie Gray said they 
were previously advised by DEE-
CA a reef was not feasible at Sil-
verleaves because of tides.

“As a result, I am not confident 
a reef will work, nor will it be safe 
for water users. Dune reconstruc-
tion does not provide long term 
security, as shown historically,” 
Natalie said.

“Groynes have been proven to 
work well to the west. I still believe 
that groynes are the best answer 
... They should be extended to the 
extent of development.”

She said the new rock bags, 
installed in April, would last five 
to 10 years, and given the report 
states the area would be reviewed 
in 2040 there would be “a signifi-
cant hiatus”.

“The bags look very much like 
emergency works and have no 
natural character.

“This temporary and third 
world result does not reflect well 
on Phillip Island and Victoria as a 
major tourism location and envi-
ronmentally sensitive community.

“Judging by the efforts that 
have been taken to achieve the 
rock bags, I have no confidence in 
the will of Bass Coast Shire or the 
state to plan for Silverleaves in an 
orderly way, creating unreason-
able stress.

“The uncertainty is not reason-
able in a civilised society and can 
be very divisive.”

Natalie said it was disappoint-
ing there had been no opportunity 
for the community to ask the con-
sultant questions about technical 
issues.

Resident Steve Lapin said he 
was disappointed members of 
the community reference group 
(CRG) – of which he is a member – 
had not been listened to.

“Many of the CRG members 
have advocated the tried, tested 
and successful implementation 
of groynes which have proven to 
build up the beach,” Steven said.

“This is clearly demonstrated 
by the success of the groynes be-
tween Erewhon Point and Rose 
Avenue. Groynes should have 
equal success.”

Steve said a detailed plan was 
needed of the reef option, to give 
confidence in the process.

He disagreed with the report’s 
conclusion that erosion was not 
occurring at the easterly end 
of Silverleaves, adding groynes 
should also be reinstalled in this 
area.

“This section should be pro-
tected now rather than wait for 
further deterioration. Again the 
early reinstalment of the groynes 
would be the best time-tested ap-
proach.”

“Made in China”
Cowes East Foreshore Preven-
tative Action Group (CEFPAG) 
chair Ken Hailey said he was “be-
wildered” by the draft report be-

cause nearly every recommenda-
tion was “nature based”.

“This plan gives no comfort to 
residents that their homes and 
other assets will be protected.

“We feel vulnerable and have 
an uncertain future,” Ken said.

“Property values have tumbled, 
insurance premiums have risen, 
extensions and improvements to 
homes are difficult to achieve.”

He said the proposal to vegetate 
and add a dune to the western half 
of Silverleaves would have “ques-
tionable success”.

“The rock reef that will be 
hidden at high tide will also be 
a danger to boats, canoes, and 
swimmers that flock to this area 
in summer.”

He said repairs to the 1970s re-
vetment could be avoided by re-
placing some groynes that were 
allowed to completely degrade.

“As recently as two years ago 
DEECA was supervising the 
Cowes East rock revetment and 
groyne installation between Rose 
Avenue and Coghlan Road.

“Why are groynes not part of 
these recommendations?”

Resident Catherine Sonsini 
said the new rock bags were a 
“complete eyesore” and “not even 
a medium-term solution” as she 
found a tear in a bag at Easter, 
with rocks spilling out.

“The bags made in China will 
not last, as is already evident and 
the material is completely open to 
vandalism and further destruc-
tion.

“There has been no communi-
ty consultation on what the next 
steps are, how much of the fund-
ing has been allocated, and to 
what the permanent solution in 
likely to be.

“Groynes are the only answer 
that will work but the time to act 
is now.”

In 2021 the construction of 
eight timber groynes in Cowes 
east – measuring 30 metres long 
and spaced about 60 metres apart 
– cost $ 730,000.

COMMUNITY

Alice Mackiewicz celebrat-
ed her 100th birthday this 
month with a party at Me-
laleuca Aged Care, where 
she is the oldest resident.

Alice, a resident of 
Cowes for half a century, 
received letters from the 
King, the Prime Minister 
and Governor General of 
Australia, as well as the 
Victorian Premier and 
flowers from MP Jordan 
Crugnale.

The Phillip Island Uku-
lele Group sang happy 
birthday while everyone 
enjoyed black forest cake.

Her grandson Ricky 
Glaser – a professional 
skateboarder from Los An-
geles – flew back to Austra-
lia for the celebration.

Other attendees in-
cluded her children: son 
George and his wife San-
dra, Lech and wife Ester 

and daughter Grazyna 
from Cape Woolamai; as 
well as grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Alice studied to be an 
accountant, one of the few 
women to do so in those 
times, and migrated to 
Australia in 1960 from Po-
land.

After separating from 
her husband she worked in 
factories and as a cleaner 
to raise her three children 
in Melbourne on her own.

The family spent every 
summer holidays in the 
1960s at Phillip Island, first 
in a big canvas tent on the 
block of land they bought 
in Cowes, then in a room at 
a caravan park.

Alice worked the “roll-
down clown” stall at the 
Cowes Cummins foreshore 
carnival for just $1 an hour 
to fund their holidays, with 
her children working in 
the ticket box selling and 

collecting tickets on the 
merry-go-round.

Alice settled perma-
nently on Phillip Island in 
the 1970s along with her 
sister Jadwiga and elderly 
parents Rozalia and Adolf.

She lived in Settlement 
Road on the outskirts of 
Cowes just beyond the pri-
mary school, surrounded 
by vacant blocks and tall 
gums with only the CFA 
station beyond.

Alice never drove a car 
and walked everywhere, 
growing all her own or-
ganic vegetables.

She still walks two 
hours every day around 
the garden and down the 
Cowes main street with her 
daughter Grazyna, and en-
joys playing wordfind, ex-
treme sudoku and rummy.

“Walking, lots of walk-
ing, a healthy diet with no 
junk food, no smoking or 
drinking – except an occa-
sional dash of Irish cream 
in my coffee – and be posi-
tive,” Alice said of the se-
cret to living a century.

“I am lucky and grateful 
every day to be here, well 
cared for, with no pain and 
in this lovely garden.”

Alice celebrates 
her century

Silverleaves’ residents call 
for more erosion works

From page 1
away from the risk – and fi-
nally the last resort option 
is engineering works such 
as groynes, rock walls and 
bulldozing sand.

Based on this, the draft 
recommends other actions 
for Silverleaves, including 
updating planning controls 
to reflect potential hazards 
over the life of a building.

DEECA this month con-
firmed a planned sandbag 
wall will now not go ahead 
following the construction 
of the rock bag wall.

Consultation
Consultant FSC Range 
worked with DEECA to 
write the draft report, the 
same consultants who wrote 
last year’s report Observa-
tion Point to Silverleaves: 
Gippsland West Coastal 
Processes Studies.

That report showed 
about 16 metres of the fore-
shore at Silverleaves ero-
sion hotspot had been lost 
to erosion, blaming a com-
bination of causes including 
the new nearby 2022 Cowes 
east rock wall, as well as the 

associated “relatively ineffi-
cient” groynes that “reduce 
the amount of sand avail-
able further downstream”, 
in addition to sand bulldoz-
ing that was required.

The report also states the 
nearby 1970s rock wall ex-
acerbated erosion.

This draft has incorpo-
rated input from the Silver-
leaves Community Refer-
ence Group and is based 
on community consultation 
last year.

The consultation found 
erosion was the commu-
nity’s primary concern, but 
with “mixed preference” for 
engineered solutions such 
as rock walls and groynes.

“A recurring theme was 
frustration over the per-
ceived lack of urgency and 
action from local councils 
and government agencies,” 
the draft states.

“The community believes 
more planning and proac-
tive measures are required 
to address long-term coastal 
hazards effectively.”

Details: engage.vic.gov.
au/silverleaves-coastal-ad-
aptation-pathways

New erosion  
report steers 
away from  
big projects

The yellow line shows the vegetation line as it was in 1968.

Alice Mackiewicz says the secret to living to 100 is “walking, lots of walking, a healthy diet with 
no junk food, no smoking or drinking”.
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RACING

The Phillip Island Auto 
Racing Club (PIARC) pro-
moted Round 3 of the Mo-
torsport Australia Victori-
an State Race Series 2025 
is providing ‘access to mo-
torsport’ this weekend at 
Phillip Island Grand Prix 
Circuit.

The event includes nine 
categories and over 150 
cars to date, competing in 
the 27 Races scheduled at 
Australia’s most pictur-
esque circuit.

The largest field is the 
Excels with a fantastic 
34 cars, closely followed 
by Saloons with 23 (as of 
Monday).

Formula Ford and For-
mula Ford 1600 have 30 en-
tries, Formula Vees 15 and 
the Improved Production 
E30 Racing BMWs 17.

Action aplenty is as-

sured from 9am to 5pm 
daily on this fantastic cir-
cuit, with family friendly 
admission prices (book-
ings via Ticketebo).

It is excellent value with 
adults weekend passes a 
mere $40, Sunday only 
$35, Saturday $30 and 
kids under 16 admitted 
free all weekend.

This meeting is the 
second of the race meet-
ings being promoted by 
PIARC for 2025, and one 
of four this year with Club 
involvement, all with the 
added importance of help-
ing the island’s great his-
tory as a racing Mecca.

PIARC spokesperson 
Geoff Bull says the club is 
hoping for more entries be-
fore closure for this event of 
this series which has such a 
rich and successful history.

“Make sure you come 
along and see it live as 

there will not be any 
streaming for this Round 
3 of the 2025 Motorsport 
Australia Victorian State 
Circuit Racing Champion-
ships,” Geoff said.

The championship is 
being conducted at Phil-
lip Island and Sandown 
throughout the year, with 
a Winton event earlier in 
the year at Benalla.

“Make a note in your 
diary for this weekend, 
great budget priced ad-
mission and action from 
9am to 5pm daily at Phillip 
Island,” Geoff said.

Advance admission on-
line via Ticketebo, by eft-
pos, or cash.

www.ticketebo.com.au/
victorian-state-race-series/
vsrs-round-3-phillip-island-
grand-prix-circuit

More information www.
piarc.com.au and www.
vicstateraceseries.com

State Race series at the circuit
The Phillip Island Auto Racing Club (PIARC) promoted Round 3 of the Motorsport Australia Victorian 
State Race Series 2025, is on this weekend at Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit. Photo: Alia Schonberg.

FUNDRAISER

The Phillip Island Pink 
Ladies hosted the inaugu-
ral Mother’s Day Classic 
on Sunday May 11 with 
more than 60 participants 
walking and running from 
Berry’s Beach to Pyramid 
Rock and back, raising 
funds for breast and ovar-
ian cancer.

The picture-perfect 
morning was rounded off 
with a sausage sizzle and 
raffle prizes donated by 
Phillip Island Hotel, En-
dota Spa, Turn the Page 
Bookshop and Ella Sun 
Boutique.

With over $3000 raised 
by the Phillip Island Pink 
Ladies already, they are 
expecting the final total to 
be announced by the end 
of the week.

Event host, Donna 
Boucher said “we were 
thrilled with the turn up 
and from here on out, it can 
only get bigger and better.”

Additionally, the event 
was supported by Jim 

Harris, Annie Hawley, 
Kaz Anderson and Chris 
Walton.

Running winners: 1st 
Erin Close, 2nd Rino Pre-
sutto and 3rd Michelle Mc-
Mahon.

Inaugural Mother’s Day Classic
More than 60 participants took part in the inaugural Mother’s Day Classic over the weekend.

Event organisers Kaz Anderson, Donna Boucher, Chris Walton and 
Annie Hawley. More photos at pisra.com.au

IS YOUR RENT GOING UP?  
IS YOUR TOILET BROKEN?

RENTERS,   
YOU HAVE  RIGHTS

Learn more at  
consumer.vic.gov.au/ 
 fundarentals
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COMMUNITY

Strong wind and rain forced a 
change of venue, but it did not 
dampen the community spirit 
at last week’s Candlelight Vigil, 
hosted by Change for Sam.

Moving from the Jetty Tri-
angle to Berninneit, the centre 
threw open its doors and bathed 
the building and surrounding 
trees in purple, with over a hun-
dred people gathering to mark 
the event.

The vigil was part of a na-
tional campaign to honour and 
remember those who lost their 
lives due to family violence.

Change for Sam, the charity 
established in the wake of Sa-
mantha Fraser’s death in 2018, 
organised the event, which saw 
people from across Bass Coast 
and beyond, come together to 
honour Sam’s memory, and sup-
port the good work being done 
in her name.

Change for Sam works to 
support victim-survivors of 
family violence – especially 
those who don’t meet the strict 
criteria set by traditional sup-
port systems.

“We provide free, 24/7 secu-
rity-monitored personal safety 
devices through our partner 
agencies, giving them the flex-
ibility to support people who 
would otherwise miss out,” said 
Change for Sam’s Lija Mat-
thews, the event organiser.

“These devices offer peace of 
mind and real-time emergency 
response at the press of a button 
– a critical tool during the high-

risk period of leaving a danger-
ous relationship.”

“Not alone”
The formal part of the evening 
kicked off with a short speech 
from Island Ward councillor 
Ronnie Bauer.

“Tonight we are gathered 
here to remember the violent act 
perpetrated on one of our com-
munity, Samantha Fraser,” Cr 
Bauer said.

“We are from many back-
grounds, different faiths and 
creeds. We have found Sam’s 
murder so upsetting that we 
hold a candlelight vigil every 
year in the hope that behaviours 
will change.”

Cr Bauer also acknowledged 
the violence perpetrated against 
First Nations people, and the 
traditional owners of the land.

Welcoming everyone to the 
event, Lija said the vigil meant a 
lot “not just to me but to so many 
of you here”.

“I know some of you have 
lived through family violence 
yourself, or supported someone 
who has. Please know you’re 
not alone here.”

Lija described her friend Sam 
as “kind, clever, brave – and she 
deserved so much better”.

She said the Change for Sam 
personal safety devices are one 
small way to help those facing 
family violence “who don’t meet 
traditional selection criteria, but 
are still at high risk”.

Change for Sam has now 
funded 142 devices which have 
been distributed across Victo-

ria, thanks to the support of do-
nors, and successfully securing 
grants.

“That’s over $184,000 in life-
saving support going straight 
into our communities,” Lija said.

“I’m incredibly proud of 
that, and I’m incredibly grate-
ful to every single person who’s 
helped make that possible.”

She thanked Bass Coast 
Shire Council, Westernport Wa-
ter, Phillip Island Nature Parks 
and the Advertiser for helping 
to organise the vigil.

Lija also thanked Phillip Is-
land and San Remo Rotary for 
providing the free BBQ, Brooke 
at Island Cookie Box who jumped 
in and supplied dessert at the 
last minute, and musician Travis 
Thompson whose playing provid-
ed a soundtrack for the evening.

Supporters at the vigil in-
cluded members of Samantha 
Fraser’s family, local police, 
councillors and representatives 
from Cowes Primary School, 
Westernport Water, Bass Coast 
Shire Council, Rotary, Free 3D 
Hands and the Gippsland Cen-
tre Against Sexual Assault.

A group of 20 or so bike 
riders, from Frankston, Cran-
bourne and Dromana, rode into 
Cowes especially to attend. The 
ride organiser, Shivers, said 
several clubs as well as individ-
ual riders made up the group.

Close to $1000 was raised in 
donations on the night, with the 
Rotary Club of Phillip Island 
and San Remo also presenting 
Change for Sam with a cheque 
for $2000.

Candles in the wind
Sue Grant, Annie Hawley, Sue Wagg and Jo Scholes attended the Candlelight Vigil last week, which 
moved to Berninneit due to bad weather.

Friends Sari, Fiona, Deb and Gilly at last week’s Candlelight Vigil. More photos at pisra.com.au

Representing Cowes Primary School, Principal Rodney McKenzie with Carly 
O’Brien, Bree Rutherford and Sarah Tyrrell.

Berninneit in Cowes was bathed in purple light as part of the Candlelight Vigil 
organised on May 7 by Change for Sam.

Rotary President Gea Lovell, with Samantha Fraser’s father Trevor at the Candle-
light Vigil organised by Change for Sam.

This group of bikers travelled from Frankston, Cranbourne and Dromana to support Change for Sam, here with organ-
iser Lija Matthews (back, second from right).

Manning the BBQ for Rotary, Cr Ronnie Bauer, Graeme Turner and Syd Hadley.
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THURSDAY JUNE 19 at 9:30am 

PLEASE MEET SARAH TYRRELL OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL OFFICE.

• Meet our committed staff

• Hear about our approach to literacy, numeracy 
and wellbeing

• Hear about our specialised staff and programs

• View our well-equipped learning spaces

Excellent academic and wellbeing 
outcomes, caring staff, strong 
community links, modern facilities 
and well equipped learning spaces.P R I M A R Y S C H

O O
L

CO
WES

FOR ENQUIRIES: PRINCIPAL: Rodney McKenzie  PHONE: 5952 2132
EMAIL: cowes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
WEB: www.cowesps.vic.edu.au

On the morning you will:

Are you contemplating where to 
send your child to school in the 
next few years? 

SCHOOL 
TOUR

We invite all prospective 
families to join us for a...
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A

EDUCATION WEEK  2025 – CELEBRATION OF CULTURES
Advertising Feature

At Cowes Primary School, we be-
lieve that every child deserves an 
excellent education and we strive 
to provide a safe, nurturing and 
academically rigorous learning 
environment that helps students 
to achieve their full potential.

We believe in evidence-based 
teaching methods grounded in 
the Science of Learning, ensur-
ing that our students receive 
the highest quality education. 
Our structured approach to lit-
eracy, focusing on phonological 
awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary and comprehension 
has strengthened academic out-
comes for our students.

The school employs a speech 
pathologist and learning tutors to 
assist in providing our students 
with the best possible education.

Celebrating cultures
At Cowes Primary School, we 
believe every student should feel 
proud of who they are and where 
they come from. That’s why we’re 
excited to embrace the 2025 Edu-
cation Week theme – Celebrating 
Cultures – by recognising the 
rich cultural diversity within our 
school and local community.

Throughout Education Week, 
students will take part in experi-
ences designed to deepen their 
understanding of other cul-
tures and celebrate their own. 
As part of this, we are inviting 
families and community mem-
bers to share stories, traditions, 
food and music that reflect their 
unique backgrounds.

In an exciting extension of 
this year’s theme, we’re proud 
to share that Cowes Primary 
School has been selected to take 
part in the 2025 ASEAN Bridge 
Program, facilitated by Asia Ed-
ucation Foundation at Asialink. 
From hundreds of applicants 
across the country, just 19 Aus-
tralian schools were chosen – 
and we are one of them.

As part of the program, we 
have been paired with Suanku-
larb Wittayalai Nonthaburi 
School in Thailand, located 
north of Bangkok. Over the next 
18 months, students and staff 
will collaborate across coun-
tries, working on joint projects 
that promote global understand-
ing, digital communication and 
shared learning. We will also 
welcome our partner school 
to Cowes, and in 2026, teacher 
Alice Hurst will represent our 
school during a visit to Thailand.

This exciting opportunity 
shows how Cowes Primary 
School is not only committed to 
local learning – but also to prepar-
ing students for a global future.

Supporting the whole child: 
Wellbeing at Cowes PS
It’s not just academic achieve-
ment that sets Cowes Primary 
School apart. Our dedicated and 
caring staff are the heart of our 
school, working tirelessly to pro-
vide care and support to all stu-
dents. We believe the wellbeing of 
our students is just as important 
as their academic success and 

our team is committed to creat-
ing a nurturing and inclusive en-
vironment where everyone feels 
safe, supported and respected.

We are proud to be part of 
the Mental Health in Primary 
Schools (MHiPS) initiative. As 
part of this program, Cowes 
Primary School employs a full-
time Wellbeing Teacher, who 
provides targeted wellbeing sup-
port across all year levels. In ad-

dition, our Disability Inclusion 
Coordinators support inclusive 
practices across the school and 
offer individual and group-based 
skills training to develop social 
skills, confidence, communica-
tion and peer connection.

Open Morning
Making the important decision 
about where to send your child 
to school should be a considered 

one. Whether your child is start-
ing school in 2026 or beyond, or 
you’re exploring new options for 
their education, we invite you 
to join us at our upcoming open 
morning.

Come and see our school in ac-
tion, meet our staff, tour the facili-
ties and learn about the programs 
that make our school great.

Opening Morning – June 19 at 
9.30am.

Cowes Primary – nurturing and inclusive

As part of the Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) initiative, Cowes Primary School employs a full-time Wellbeing 
Teacher, David Kelsey, seen here with student leaders.
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COUNTRY UNIVERSITIES CENTRE BASS COAST

Studying in 2025?
•  At CUC Bass Coast we offer a FREE safe, secure 

study facility located in Wonthaggi for students 
studying at ANY university or higher education 
institution.

•  When you are a registered student at 
CUC Bass Coast you have access to:

21-23 Baillieu Street, Wonthaggi (directly opposite Town Hall)  
www.cucbasscoast.edu.au I degrees@cucbasscoast.edu.au I 0472 741 451

REGISTER YOUR 
INTEREST HERE

H
M
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32

6

A quiet place to study
Academic, wellbeing & administrative services
High-speed internet
Printing and copying services
Dual screen computers & video conferencing
Exams invigilation services
Networking with other local students
Student access 5am – midnight 7 days a week
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The Country Universities Centre (CUC) 
Bass Coast has celebrated a significant 
milestone with its highest ever enrolment 
in Semester 1 2025, of 190 Students.

Located in Wonthaggi and supported 
by the Commonwealth Government’s 
Regional University Study Hub program, 
CUC Bass Coast offers a free study and 
learning space for individuals pursuing 
degrees, diplomas or Certificate IV quali-
fications through any Australian univer-
sity or higher education institution.

The government recently announced 
another ten centres across Australia, 
making higher education more accessi-
ble for regional students. Research shows 
people living in regional and rural parts 
of Australia are 50 per cent less likely to 
engage in higher education.

The Regional Partnerships Program 
Pool (RPPP) funding bridges this gap by 
enabling CUC to widen its reach in the 
community. As part of this, CUC run par-
ticipation programs for current second-
ary school students in the region, to build 
aspiration while they’re still in school.

CUC Bass Coast Centre Manager, Sar-
ah Bourke, emphasised the importance 
of these efforts.

“We’ve had double the number of stu-
dents under the age of 25 register so far 
this year, which demonstrates the re-
sponse from our widening participation 
programs in schools.

“Not only have we had the highest ever 
registrations since the Centre opened in 
March 2021, but we’ve also seen the dif-
ference it makes having a connected and 
supportive environment, where students 
feel comfortable to approach us for local-
ised support in their studies,” said Sarah.

“We’ve seen a vast increase in the 
number of requests in Learning Skills 
Advisor sessions, and higher than ever 
usage of the facilities, up 50 per cent from 

this time last year.”
Learning Skills Advisor (LSA) ses-

sions provide academic support to assist 
students in building essential study skills 
such as academic writing, time manage-
ment, critical thinking, referencing, exam 
preparation, and research strategies.

These sessions are delivered by the 
CUC team and align with the student’s 
coursework or assessment schedule to 
help students develop and strengthen the 
core skills needed for successful inde-
pendent learning at university.

CUC is a dedicated local learning hub 
that collaborates with schools, tertiary 
partners, and other educational organ-
isations to expand opportunities for stu-
dents throughout the region.

Students have access to the centre 
seven days a week, providing high speed 
technology, academic mentoring and a 
network of like-minded students to cre-
ate a community learning environment.

For more information, please give the 
team a call on 0472 741 451 or visit www.
cucbasscoast.edu.au

As Education Week high-
lights innovative approach-
es to learning across Victo-
ria, Phillip Island Village 
School (PIVS) is celebrat-
ing its deeply child-cen-
tred model – one that sees 
students not just as future 
members of society, but as 
people already living their 
lives with agency, curiosity 
and insight.

Set on the peaceful 
edges of Phillip Island, 
PIVS offers a small-scale, 
relationship-rich learning 
environment where chil-
dren are trusted to follow 
their interests, explore 
their identity and learn in 
ways that feel purposeful 
and real.

“Our philosophy is 
grounded in the belief that 
children are capable, curi-
ous and deeply thought-
ful,” says Principal Kate 
Eastcott.

“We offer them trust, 
time and meaningful 
choices. In return, they 
show us just how much 
they can achieve when 
their learning is relevant 
and their voices are heard.”

At PIVS, teaching and 
learning unfold through 
structures designed to 
support both autonomy 
and community:
• Inquiry- and project-based 

learning gives students 
the chance to pursue self-
directed projects based on 
their interests.

• Out ‘n’ Abouts take 
students into the local 
community and natural 
environment, encour-
aging learning that is 
rooted in real life.

• Bush School provides 
time for unstructured 
play and exploration in 
the island’s bushland, 
nurturing confidence and 
connection to Country.

• Presos and Focus Ses-
sions offer targeted 
instruction in literacy, 
numeracy and specialist 
areas like science and 
design.

With mixed-age group-
ings, co-created rules and 
decision-making struc-
tures that include children, 
the school intentionally 
cultivates autonomy, com-
munity connection and 
emotional intelligence.

“Children are natural-

ly curious and driven to 
learn,” Kate adds.

“When we create the 
right environment – where 
they feel safe, seen and have 
space to express who they 
are – they show us what 
they’re truly capable of.”

The school’s approach 
draws from current re-
search and is inspired by 
both progressive and dem-
ocratic education models 
but shaped by the local 
community’s values and 
the rhythms of island life. 
Learning is meaningful, 
relational, and woven into 
the world around it – from 
chickens in the garden to 
discussions about sustain-
ability, equity and culture.

For more information 
or to arrange a visit, go 
to www.pivillageschool.
org.au or follow @pivillag-
eschool on Instagram.

CUC’s bumper enrolment

Located in Wonthaggi, CUC Bass Coast offers a free study and learning space for individuals pursu-
ing degrees, diplomas or Certificate IV qualifications through any Australian university or higher 
education institution.

Students have access to the centre seven days a 
week, providing high speed technology, academic 
mentoring and a network of like-minded students 
to create a community learning environment.

Nurturing curious, capable 
humans in a changing world

EDUCATION WEEK  2025 – CELEBRATION OF CULTURES
Advertising Feature

Students exploring during Bush School at Scenic Estate Conservation Reserve.

A literacy group learning outdoors at the Phillip Island Village School.
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Join us for our Open Days  
on Tuesday 13th May 9.30am – 10.30am

or Wednesday 21st May 6pm – 7pm.
RSVP 5678 5354 or san.remo.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.san-remo-ps.vic.gov.au

SAN REMO
PRIMARY SCHOOL
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San Remo Primary offers:
•  Experienced teachers who deliver 

comprehensive and engaging  
curriculum prep to year 6 

• A stimulating and supportive learning 
environment for all students

•  Specialist subjects of Art, Japanese,  
Music, Physical Education and Library

• Dedicated and caring teachers
•  Nurturing OSHC, Before School Care, 

After School Care, Curriculum Day and 
Holiday program

San Remo Primary 
delivers quality 
educational programs 
that engage and support 
our children to achieve 
their best. Students learn 
and grow academically 
and socially in a safe and 
caring environment.

San Remo Primary School 
continues to shine as a 
vibrant and welcoming 
school community, proud-
ly upholding a strong aca-
demic focus while nurtur-
ing the wellbeing of every 
student.

With a proactive ap-
proach to student welfare 
and a commitment to ex-
cellence in education, the 
school has become known 
not only for its outstand-
ing results but also for its 
warm and supportive at-

mosphere.
This term has been 

a particularly busy and 
exciting one, filled with 
events and opportunities 
for students to connect, 
learn and grow.

“One of the highlights 
last year was a whole 
school Bush Dance with 
it being so successful par-
ents asked for this to hap-
pen again,” said Principal 
Karen Bowker.

“So, our Music teacher, 
Ian Chambers is deliver-

ing with a much-antici-
pated whole-school Bush 
Dance later this term.

“The event brought to-
gether students, staff, and 
families for an evening of 
music, dancing, and cel-
ebration – a true testament 
to the spirit of community 
that defines San Remo 
Primary.”

In the classroom, stu-
dents have continued to 
impress with their creativ-
ity and curiosity.

“The Grade 6 cohort 

recently presented their 
ancestry suitcases, an en-
gaging project filled with 
artifacts from their family 
histories,” said Karen.

“These carefully cu-
rated displays were both 
educational and deeply 
personal, drawing praise 
from all who viewed 
the exhibition for their 
thoughtful presentation 
and cultural richness.”

Meanwhile, younger 
students in Prep, Grade 1, 
and Grade 2 are eagerly 

preparing for an educa-
tional farm visit as part 
of their inquiry into farm 
animals. This hands-on 
experience will support 
their learning with real-
world context and provide 
plenty of opportunities 
for exploration and dis-
covery.

Behind all of this activ-
ity is a team of dedicated 
teachers who go above 
and beyond every day to 
support their students.

With their guidance, 

and the ongoing support 
of families and the wider 
community, San Remo 
Primary School continues 
to provide an environment 
where every child feels 
valued, supported, and 
inspired to achieve their 
best.

As each year progress-
es, San Remo Primary 
looks forward to more ex-
citing initiatives and the 
continued success of its 
students both in and out of 
the classroom.

At the heart of the Phillip 
Island community is our 
Early Learning Centre, 
offering both sessional 
kindergarten and long 
day care for local fami-
lies. We take immense 
pride in providing high-
quality early education 
that nurtures each child’s 
development in a cultur-
ally inclusive environ-
ment.

One of our recent 
achievements was the 
launch of our Reconcilia-
tion Action Plan, celebrat-
ed through a meaning-
ful Smoking Ceremony. 
Families, children, staff 
and community members 
gathered together on this 
special day to connect, re-
flect and learn.

The children were 
captivated by the stories 
shared and they fully par-
ticipated in the event that 
sparked a series of mean-
ingful conversations 
about land, language and 
First Nations cultures that 
have continued to flow 
into our daily programs.

We’re also excited to 
have set up a connection 
with a ‘Sister Centre’ – 
the Gap Community ECE 
in Alice Springs. This 
partnership allows us to 
exchange educational 
resources and teaching 

experiences, deepening 
our understanding of cul-
tural perspectives across 
Australia and strengthen-
ing the way we approach 
teaching and learning.

Our Centre proudly 
welcomes families from 
all over the world, and 
we cherish the rich tap-
estry of languages, tradi-
tions and stories that they 
bring. These cultural con-
nections help shape an 
environment where every 

child feels seen, valued 
and empowered to learn.

Education is about 
community, culture, and 
curiosity. When children 
grow up celebrating di-
versity and learning from 
one another, they grow 
into adults who embrace 
the world with open 
minds and kind hearts. At 
our Centre, we’re not just 
shaping young learners – 
we’re shaping a more con-
nected, inclusive future.

PIELC: Celebrating  
education and culture

One of the recent PIELC achievements was the launch of its Recon-
ciliation Action Plan, celebrated with a Smoking Ceremony, part of 
its commitment to shaping a more connected inclusive future.

A thriving hub of learning and community spirit
The ancestry suitcases were both educational and personal, another example of the school’s commit-
ment to providing opportunities for students to connect, learn and grow.

In the classroom, students impress with their creativity and curiosity, with Grade 6 presenting their 
ancestry suitcases, filled with artifacts from their family histories.

EDUCATION WEEK  2025 – CELEBRATION OF CULTURES
Advertising Feature
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For further information or to register please visit our website or contact the college:

Mary MacKillop
Catholic Regional College

nrobinson@mmcrc.catholic.edu.au  |  (03) 5662 4255  |  115 Horn Street, Leongatha

Faith in their future
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Mary MacKillop Catholic Re-
gional College offers coeduca-
tional classes from Year 7 to 
Year 12 and has provided edu-
cation to the South Gippsland 
and Bass Coast communities for 
more than 39 years.

The college offers students 
many pathways to success 
and opportunities for personal 
growth.

Rather than creating exclu-
sive classes, students are in-
vited to represent the college in 

a wide range of fields suited to 
their talents and interests. These 
include sporting competitions, 
music, participation in extension 
programs, entering academic 
contests, debating, applying for 
leadership opportunities and nu-
merous other activities that ex-
pand pupils’ learning horizons.

As students move through the 
various year levels, they choose 
programs which best suit their 
needs and ambitions. The col-
lege offers a range of subjects 

based on student aspirations 
with the pathways through the 
senior years including VCE and 
VCE Vocational Major.

College programs focus on 
development of the whole per-
son, providing the opportunity 
for students to grow in faith, 
learning and self-esteem. Dur-
ing their time at Mary MacKillop 
Catholic Regional College, the 
college supports students with 
career counselling, pastoral care 
and personal counselling.

Parents are involved in the 
life of the college, particularly 
through the online Parent Ac-
cess Module, as well as being 
encouraged to discuss matters 
with staff directly.

Throughout students’ six-
year journey at Mary MacK-
illop Catholic Regional College, 
the school works in partnership 
with families to assist graduates 
to mature into intelligent and re-
sponsible adults who can make 
wise choices and provide valu-

able contributions to society.
Grade Six Activity Days have 

recently concluded; however, 
you are still welcome to attend 
one of our Open Mornings – Col-
lege Tour and Meet the Principal 
– on Tuesday, May 20, at 9.15am.

Alternatively, you can book 
a personal tour of the college.  
For more information or to regis-
ter, please visit www.mackillop- 
leongatha.catholic.edu.au
Article courtesy of South Gippsland  
Sentinel Times.

Opportunities for success
Former student and Olympian Eleanor Patterson with students at Mary MacKillop College. College programs focus on development of the whole person, providing the opportunity for students 

to grow in faith, learning and self-esteem.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK  2025
Advertising Feature
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OPEN DAY IS EVERYDAY      Offering Before and After School Care Everyday

Courage, Compassion & Creativity
We believe in providing a welcoming, friendly and safe environment where everyone is respected 

and treated fairly and justly. Taking pride in environmental sustainability, the surrounding wetlands and 
“green areas” on the school site will engage students in authentic studies within a natural environment.
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Our Lady Star of the Sea
Catholic Primary School – Cowes

“Pil
grims of Hope”
imimi

Catholic Education Week
16 May to 23 May 2025

Celebrating

Visit a Catholic school
Open Day and discover the

difference!
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Hope is alive in our Catholic schools
Catholic primary and second-
ary schools across the Diocese of 
Sale will be opening their doors 
to the community with Open 
Days and activities to celebrate 
Catholic Education Week from 
May 16 to May 23.

This year’s theme is “Pilgrims 
of Hope”, to align with the 2025 
Jubilee Year of Hope proclaimed 
by Pope Francis, inviting com-
munities to reflect on the signifi-
cance of hope and faith in their 
lives.

Mr Paul Velten, Director of 
Catholic Education for the Dio-

cese of Sale, said schools will be 
helping to spread the message 
of hope in their communities as 
part of Catholic Education Week.

“Some schools have created 
‘Hope Walls’ adorned with mes-
sages and artwork that reflect 
what Hope means in their school 
communities, while others are 
undertaking social justice and 
fundraising projects to support 
those in need,” he said.

“The ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ theme 
highlights the importance of 
faith, compassion, and communi-
ty, and the transformative power 

of education in shaping students 
into tomorrow’s leaders.”

Catholic Education Week 
will be celebrated with a Dioc-
esan Mass led by Bishop of Sale, 
Most Reverend Greg Bennet on 
Wednesday May 21 at St Francis 
Xavier College, Beaconsfield. A 
celebration of student learning in 
primary and secondary schools 
will take place at the conclusion 
of Mass.

There are 39 Catholic primary 
schools and seven Catholic sec-
ondary schools in the Diocese of 
Sale educating more than 20,000 

students. A new school, St Jose-
phine Bakhita Catholic Primary 
School opened its doors in Clyde 
North this year.

Catholic schools empower stu-
dents to develop their capabilities 
academically, spiritually, and so-
cially, preparing them to be com-
passionate and capable leaders 
in the communities of the future.

Catholic schools invite fami-
lies to attend an Open Day or 
contact a school for an individual 
tour and enrolment information. 
Visit a school and see the Catho-
lic education difference.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK  2025
Advertising Feature

Catholic schools across the Diocese of 
Sale will hold open days and activities 
to celebrate Catholic Education Week 
from May 16 to May 23, including Our 
Lady Star of the Sea in Cowes.
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Newhaven College – the heart of our community

At Newhaven College, we get to know your child and shape our 
teaching to match their needs. We nurture them and nudge 
them to discover their talents, so they carve their own path to 
success. We’re ambitious for them to succeed. 

When you set foot on Newhaven College’s grounds, you 
know you’ve arrived somewhere special.  If you’re considering 
Newhaven College, book a tour and come and see us in person. 
We’d be delighted to show you around.

A haven of growth 
and belonging

1770 Phillip Island Road,

Phillip Island, Victoria

newhavencol.vic.edu.au

To find out more contact our Admissions 
Team on 03 5956 7505 or email 
admissions@newhavencol.vic.edu.au
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EDUCATION WEEK  2025 – CELEBRATION OF CULTURES
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Nestled on 33 hectares of 
untouched coastal land-
scape on Phillip Island, 
Newhaven College is an in-
dependent, co-educational 
school catering to over 900 
students from Prep to Year 
12. Families are drawn to 
the strong sense of com-
munity, and Principal 
Tony Corr is proud to lead 
a school where students 
truly thrive.

“When you set foot 
on Newhaven College 
grounds, you know you’ve 
arrived somewhere spe-
cial,” Mr Corr says.

“Our stunning natu-
ral environment – rich in 
flora, fauna, wetlands and 
wildlife – offers a magnifi-
cent setting for students to 
think, learn and grow. Our 
size ensures that we know 
each student personally, 
allowing us to nurture 
their individual strengths 
and help them reach their 
full potential.”

A culture of learning
At Newhaven College, stu-
dents are encouraged to 
approach learning with 
curiosity, creativity and a 
commitment to personal 
excellence. An inclusive 
and supportive environ-
ment ensures wellbeing 
and collaboration are at 
the heart of the academic 
journey. The College is 
dedicated to providing 

meaningful learning ex-
periences that recognise 
individual needs and pre-
pare students for an ever-
changing world.

Visual and  
performing arts
Newhaven College is a 
vibrant hub for creativ-
ity, boasting a state-of-
the-art Performing Arts 
Wing and expansive cre-
ative studios. Students are 
guided by a talented team 
of educators who not only 
teach technique but also 
inspire artistic exploration 
and individuality. School 
musical productions and 

exhibitions provide op-
portunities for students 
to build confidence and 
share their talents with the 
wider community.

The College also offers 
a comprehensive instru-
mental music program led 
by professional tutors. Stu-
dents can take individual or 
shared lessons in strings, 
woodwind, brass, percus-
sion, piano, guitar, electric 
bass, drum kit and voice.

Director of Music, Mat-
thew Goss, believes pas-
sionately in the program’s 
strength.

“We believe Newhaven 
College offers the very 

best environment for mu-
sicians to flourish. Wheth-
er joining choirs, ensem-
bles or bands, students are 
nurtured in a vibrant and 
supportive musical com-
munity.”

Sport and outdoor  
adventures
Physical activity plays a 
key role at Newhaven Col-
lege. Students enjoy a wide 
range of sporting oppor-
tunities, including class 
sports lessons, House 
competitions, carnivals, 
and inter-school tourna-
ments – all set against the 
backdrop of beautifully 
maintained grounds.

Specialised programs 
include a nationally rec-
ognised Equestrian Team, 
a Surf Academy, a Ten-
nis Academy, and the 
recently launched Moun-
tain Biking Academy. A 
well-equipped gym, out-
standing sports facilities, 
and dedicated staff help 
ensure every student can 
achieve their best.

Included in the Col-
lege’s tuition fees are 
camps, catering to ev-
ery age group. While the 
Year 2s enjoy a sleepover 
on campus, with a dem-
onstration from the local 
CFA, senior students en-
joy adventurous outdoor 
experiences such as hik-
ing and kayaking in re-
mote regions across Vic-
toria.

Principal Tony Corr 
appreciates the benefits 
of camps provided by the 
College.

“Camps remain a cen-
tral part of the school 
experience. Whilst other 
educational sectors have 
had to compromise or 
remove camp programs, 
Newhaven continues to 
offer valuable overnight 
and camp experiences 
tailored for each year lev-
el,” he says.

House mentoring  
and wellbeing
The College’s House sys-
tem fosters a strong, sup-

portive community where 
every student is known 
and valued. Through a 
range of strategies pro-
moting physical, social 
and emotional wellbeing, 
students build authen-
tic relationships, develop 
critical thinking skills, 
and grow into thoughtful, 
caring and courageous in-
dividuals.

Scholarships
Newhaven College offers 
scholarships to students 
who demonstrate excep-
tional aptitude across a 
range of abilities. Schol-
arships currently avail-
able include General Ex-
cellence, Music, and the 
Peter Reith Scholarship. 
Applications are open via 
the College website: new-
havencol.vic.edu.au.

Applications close 
Monday May 26. Contact 
the College Admissions 
Team admissions@ne-
whavencol.vic.edu.au or 
03 5956 7505 for any en-
quiries.

Embraced as part of Newhaven College community, Vikas and Jyoti Sharma, with 
2025 Prep Akitav and Year 4 student Kavish, were warmly welcomed on Akitav’s 
first day at school.

Newhaven College’s Prep-Year 12 campus encourages interactions between stu-
dents of all ages. Mentorship and cross age tutoring are embraced by everyone.
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Bass Coast College (BCC) 
is the heart of public sec-
ondary education in the 
Bass Coast and we are 
very proud of our students, 
staff and community. 

Student numbers con-
tinue to grow with enrol-
ments tipping over 1700 
in 2025, and we remain 
focused on fostering ex-
cellence in Learning and 
Wellbeing through a holis-
tic approach to education.

At the heart of our ef-
forts is the commitment 
to creating a positive, in-
clusive and engaging en-
vironment where every 
student feels supported to 
thrive academically, so-
cially and emotionally. 

To achieve this, we are 
implementing several key 
initiatives throughout 2025.

At the end of 2024, 
our dedicated staff be-
gan training in the Berry 
Street Education Model, 
a framework designed to 
enhance student engage-
ment and wellbeing by 
addressing the complex 
needs of learners. 

This model equips our 
teachers with practical 
strategies to build stron-
ger relationships, promote 
self-regulation and create 
safe, predictable learning 
environments.

This work complements 
the School Wide Positive 
Behaviour Supports that 

we have been working on 
over the last 12 months. 
We look forward to seeing 
the positive impact this 
approach will have on our 
classrooms and broader 
school community.

In addition to these 
wellbeing-focused initia-
tives, our staff remain 
committed to delivering 
a dynamic and engaging 
curriculum that caters 
to the diverse needs of 
all learners. We are also 
continuing to build on the 
fantastic VCE results from 
last year and expand our 
VCE VM offerings and 
VET opportunities.

This year we are sup-
porting students in an ex-
tensive senior school pro-
gram with 39 VCE subjects 
running and nine VET 
studies delivered on cam-
pus, with plumbing, health 

services and hospitality 
introduced this year due to 
the growing demand.

To support this work 
we have strategically built 
strong leadership teams to 
work with students, staff 
and the community.

We are proud of the 
achievements of our Col-
lege and the significant suc-
cess achieved by staff and 
students in recent years. 
Growing student popula-
tion, new campuses, and 
the addition of many high-
quality staff has been re-
warding, but throughout it 
all the key focus has been 
on BCC’s academic and ho-
listic support of its students.

This remains our very 
clear focus and we are par-
ticularly well placed for 
this with this high-quality 
support team available for 
students and families.

Phillip Island Dance Stu-
dio is a vibrant communi-
ty-based school that has 
been teaching students of 
Phillip Island and Bass 
Coast for over 24 years.

We nurture friendship, 
creativity and teamwork, 
inspiring every student to 
gain confidence and self-
worth.

Our experienced and 
qualified dance teach-
ers provide high-quality 
dance tuition grounded in 
strong dance pedagogy, to 
help each child reach their 
full potential.

Through dance our stu-
dents develop focus, disci-
pline and determination, 
skills that support them 
well beyond the studio.

Many go on to achieve 
outstanding results in 
their academic pursuits, 
while others have contin-
ued into performing arts.

Our alumni have been 
accepted into prestigious 
programs such as The 
Australian Ballet School 
ITP, VCASS, VCA, Dea-
kin University Perform-
ing Arts and performed 
professionally in produc-
tions like Disney’s Beauty 
and the Beast and Chunky 

Move contemporary dance 
company.

We offer a wide range 
of classes starting from 18 
months to adult ballet and 
over 55s dance movement 
classes.

Our curriculum in-
cludes kinder dance, Jazz, 
Contemporary and lyrical 
styles with a strong focus 
on classical ballet, also 
providing a pre-pointe and 
pointe program.

Phillip Island Dance 
Studio is proud to offer 
fun, creative and social 
classes that emphasise 

age appropriate, child safe 
dance practices and in-
jury prevention for young 
students to dance for rec-
reational enjoyment or for 
students pursuing dance 
more seriously.

Class prices range from 
$9.50 to $13.50 per session 
with affordable costume 
hire for our end of year 
stage performances held 
annually in Cowes.

Classes are held in 
Cowes; to learn more or 
book a trial class please 
email phillipislanddances-
tudio@gmail.com

Decades of dance 
and achievement

The studio offers a wide range of classes starting from 18 months 
to adult ballet and over 55s dance movement classes.

At the heart of education

With over 1700 students enrolled in 2025, Bass Coast College is 
the heart of public secondary education in Bass Coast.

EDUCATION WEEK  2025 – CELEBRATION OF CULTURES
Advertising Feature

T H E  A D V E R T I S E R ,  W E D N E S D A Y, F E B R U A R Y 3 , 11 2

w

BASS COAST COLLEGE
www.basscoast.vic.edu.au

Principal
Leith Cummins

HM12498

“Achieving success in a caring and creative environment”
Bass Coast College proudly continuing the 100 year tradition 

as the area’s government secondary school presence. 
We remain committed to providing outstanding support 

for the young people of the Bass Coast area.

DUDLEY CAMPUS
Years 7-9

03 5672 0900 

SAN REMO 
CAMPUS
Years 7-9

03 5610 2020

FLOW CAMPUS
Flexible Learning 

Options Years 
7-10

WONTHAGGI 
CAMPUS

Years 10-12
03 5611 4000
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FUNDRAISER

An elegant evening of fine 
dining, inspiring conver-
sation, and community 
giving at a fundraiser sup-
porting the Bass Coast 
Community Foundation 
and all that it does in the 
Bass Coast Community is 
being held in July. This spe-
cial event brings together 
local leaders, philanthro-
pists and community mem-
bers to celebrate a shared 
mission of strengthening 
and supporting the Bass 
Coast community. 

Guests will enjoy a 
gourmet dinner and an 
inspiring keynote speech 
from Beau Vernon, a cham-
pion whose journey has 
changed his life, the lives 
of his community and audi-
ences who listen to his un-
believable story of opportu-
nity and optimism

The evening will also 
showcase the Foundation’s 
accomplishments, high-
light success stories, and 
present opportunities for 
guests to make a lasting 
difference through dona-
tions and sponsorships. 
The funds raised at this 
event will be put towards 
extending the Foundation’s 
support for a financial 
management basics pro-
gram for teens called Cen-
tsible Teen Talk.

Developed and deliv-
ered by local experts Re-

becca Casey and Jackie 
Newman, the Centsible 
program teaches partici-
pants about budgeting and 
financial management 
through topics such as bud-
geting, how to buy a house, 
affluenza and the Diderot 
effect, money manage-
ment, credit scores, bank-
ing, credit cards, resumes, 
cybercrime, superannua-
tion and insurance.

Event Highlights:
• Keynote Address by 

Beau Vernon
• Gourmet two course din-

ner with canapes and a 
complimentary drink on 
arrival

• Live entertainment and 

time for networking
• Auction to benefit com-

munity initiatives
Date and time: 7pm – 

10pm, Saturday July 26
Location: Silverwater 

Resort, 17 Potters Hill 
Road, San Remo

Cost: $130 per person 
or $950 for a table of eight

Tickets: www.trybook-
ing.com/CZNQT

Sponsorship package 
available by contacting Deb 
Watson at info@bccf.org.au 
or 0493 110 802. Your sup-
port will directly impact 
programs which ensure 
that our community thrives 
for generations to come.

/ Sponsored article /

Gala Dinner
with

Beau Vernon

BeauVernon is a champion whose journey has
changed his life, the lives of his community and
audiences who listen to his unbelievable story of

opportunity and optimism

Join us for a night of inspiration.

Saturday 26 July 2025
Silverwater Resort
17 Potters Hill Rd, San Remo
7pm - 10pm
$130 per person/$950 per table of 8
Bookings via Trybooking
https://www.trybooking.com/CZNQT

Opportunity

and

Optimism

Canapes & complimentary drink on arrival
Two course dinner - mains and desserts

Drinks at Bar Prices
Tea and Coffee
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Bass Coast Community 
Foundation Gala Dinner

Beau Vernon is the special guest at a Gala Dinner for the Bass 
Coast Community Foundation on July 26 at Silverwater Resort. 
Beau proudly displaying his bronze medal at the Paralympic 
Games in Paris, with his daughter Layla.

HEALTH

The Phillip Island Bicycle 
User Group (BUG) is cur-
rently running a Bike Ed 
program for adults. The 
program is designed for 
adults who have not rid-
den before, or have not 
cycled for some time.

The program shows rid-
ers how to mount and dis-
mount safely and easily, 
how to ride in a straight 
line, as well as how to use 
brakes and gears. Bike con-
trol skills of balance, steer-
ing, turns and negotiating 
hazards are to be covered 
also. The program is run by 
BUG volunteers, who have 
up to two decades of assist-
ing with Bike Ed in schools, 

and there are enough vol-
unteers to ensure riders 
are able to progress at their 
own rate.

“Although the program 
has already commenced, 
new riders are welcome,” a 
BUG spokesperson said.

“And we can keep the 
program going until rid-
ers feel competent to ride 
safely on footpaths, shared 
paths and on quiet roads, 
both individually or in a 
group.”

The program operates 
on Friday mornings at the 
PICAL Garden carpark, 
Settlement Road Cowes. 
To register, and for more 
information, contact Trev-
or, the BUG Secretary, on 
0408 574 360.

Bike Ed for adults

The Phillip Island Bicycle User Group (BUG) runs a Bike Ed pro-
gram designed for adults who have not ridden before, or have not 
cycled for some time. It operates on Friday mornings at the PICAL 
Garden carpark, Settlement Road, Cowes.

ENTERTAINMENT

The opening night of 
Lighten Up Theatre’s next 
production, Jungle Fever, 
is this Friday May 16.

This is the second pro-
duction for the not-for- 
profit community theatre 
group following their de-
but performance Mystery 
on the Orient Express last 
year.

Group founder Trish 
Oostendarp said the re-
sponse to their first pro-
duction was so positive, a 
second one was called for.

“The main comment we 
received was when is the 
next one,” Trish said.

“So here we are again 
ready to do what we love 
and that is bring fun, up-
lifting feelgood theatre.”

Jungle Fever will be 
performed at the Senior 
Citizen’s hall in Cowes, 
as a cabaret style where 
the audience sit around 
tables with their family or 
friends and bring along 
food and purchase drinks 
from the licensed bar.

Performances will be 
8pm on: May 16-18 and 
May 23 and 24, with the 
last performance a mati-
nee on May 25.

Trish said the show was 
a “raunchy romp in the 

African Jungle, and not 
for the innocent or faint 
hearted”.

Trish, who has lived 
on the island nearly nine 
years, is both a director 
and actor in community 
theatre and has led plays 
and a musical in Western 
Australia and Queensland.

She said she had a de-
sire to reignite her passion 
and took a leap of faith to 

start Lighten Up at the end 
of 2023.

“What started as a 
small group of like-mind-
ed souls who decided to 
take part in this at times 
crazy journey, has cer-
tainly been a rollercoaster.

“But it has shown the 
community desperately 
needs something of this 
kind.

“This year we also 

have had many new mem-
bers join us which again 
is what my vision for the 
group was. We believe in 
giving everyone a chance 
to show their inner diva.

“Our cast are an eclec-
tic group from all ages and 
background.”

Tickets: $30 or $25 con-
cession. Bookings: www.
trybooking.com/DASPB 
or call 0400 817 481.

Lighten Up Theatre’s 
opening night this week

The cast of Jungle Fever will perform five shows at the Cowes Senior Citizens, starting this Friday 
May 16.
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COMMUNITY

A recent Winter Clothing 
Donation Drive led by OB-
rien Real Estate has drawn 
a heartwarming response 
from the local community, 
with hundreds of quality 
items collected to assist 
those most vulnerable 
during the colder months.

The OBrien Real Estate 
team was overwhelmed 
by the public’s generos-
ity and put considerable 
thought into finding the 
right organisation to re-
ceive the donations.

After speaking with 
several local community 
groups, the team found a 
strong alignment with the 
mission and values of the 
Bass Coast Winter Shel-
ter, a volunteer-led initia-
tive gearing up to provide 
emergency winter accom-
modation to people ex-
periencing homelessness 
across the region.

Planning to operate 
three nights a week from 
June through August, the 
shelter will offer more 
than just a warm bed – it 
will provide dignity, care, 
and a safe environment 
for those doing it tough.

However, during initial 
conversations between 
Bec Becker from OBrien 
Real Estate and Bass 
Coast Winter Shelter’s 
project coordinator, Wen-
dy Elson, an unexpected 
challenge emerged. While 

the shelter was grate-
ful for the offer, they ex-
plained they simply didn’t 
have the storage capacity 
to take in all of the dona-
tions.

“Determined to find a 
solution, I discussed the 
hurdle with our Director, 
Jodie Hanssen, and it was 
agreed that OBrien Real 
Estate would donate the 
use of one of our own stor-
age facilities to support 
the shelter in managing 
stock throughout the win-
ter season,” explained Mrs 
Becker.

Chair of the Bass Coast 
Winter Shelter Commit-
tee, David Rooks, ex-
pressed his appreciation 
for the collaboration, 
highlighting the serendip-
itous alignment between 
the two organisations.

He noted that it was a 
perfect example of com-
munity at its best – two 
independent local entities 
coming together with a 
shared purpose.

Mrs Becker recently 
met with Mr Rooks to 
discuss the alignment of 
their efforts, with OBrien 
Real Estate committed to 
further supporting and 
growing the partnership 
in the months and years 
ahead.

“We’re excited to be 
part of such a meaningful 
community initiative,” Ms 
Hanssen added.

“It’s more than a one-

time gesture – we’re com-
mitted to supporting the 
shelter wherever we can, 
now and into the future.”

Should any other local 
businesses want to know 
more about the various 
ways they can contribute 
to supporting the Bass 
Coast Winter Shelter 
committee please email 
OBrien at operations.jw@
obre.com.au or contact the 
shelter at basscoastwin-
tershelter.wordpress.com/

Biggest Morning Tea
Building on its recent com-
munity outreach, OBrien 
Real Estate is also invit-
ing locals to come together 
for another cause close to 
many hearts.

On Tuesday May 20, 
from 10am to 12pm, the 
team will host a Biggest 
Morning Tea outside their 
Cowes Sales Office (54 
Thompson Avenue, Cow-
es), raising vital funds for 
the Cancer Council.

“Everyone has been 
touched by cancer in some 
way – whether personally 
or through a loved one, 
we want to bring the com-
munity together to raise 
funds and offer support in 
a meaningful and positive 
way,” is the message being 
shared from the team.

Attendees can enjoy 
sweet treats, light refresh-
ments, and a range of 
mini games to win prizes 
generously donated by lo-

cal businesses including 
Ocean Reach Brewery, 
Flowers of Phillip Island, 
Phillip Island Tenpin 
Bowling, Ember & Oak, 
Bang Bang, and more.

These sweet treats and 
prize opportunities will be 
on offer in exchange for a 
gold coin donation, all of 
which will go to the wor-
thy cause. Furry friends 
and kids are most wel-
come to attend the day as 
well.

In addition to the fun-
draising from the morn-
ing tea, OBrien Real Es-
tate will be donating $20 

to the Cancer Council for 
every appraisal booked on 
the day – whether it be for 
Sales, Permanent, or Holi-
day Rentals.

“These are no-obliga-
tion appraisals, but they 
can have a real impact,” 
Ms Hanssen said.

“It’s a simple way to 
support a great cause 
while gaining insight into 
your property’s market 
value – now or for the fu-
ture.”

For those unable to at-
tend in person, donations 
can still be made online 
by simply scanning the 

QR code and following 
the prompts to make your 
donation. Alternatively, if 
you wish to make a cash 
donation, you can stop 
into OBrien’s Cowes, San 
Remo, or Wonthaggi of-
fice, as all have donation 
jars readily available to 
accept these donations.

“Every dollar counts, 
together, we hope to make 
a meaningful contribu-
tion to cancer research 
and support services – and 
we’d love to see as many 
people as possible join us 
on the day.”
/ Sponsored article /

Local generosity warms hearts ... and bodies
OBrien Real Estate staff with some of the many items donated to its Winter Clothing Donation Drive.

Bec Becker (right) from OBrien Real Estate, with David Rooks, a member of the Bass Coast Winter 
Shelter Committee.
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Get a group of friends together, tables up to 8. 
If you are not in a team, we can find one for you!

Where: Cowes Bowling Club, Dunsmore Rd, Cowes
When: Saturday 31st May 2025

7-9pm (doors open 6.30pm)
Tickets: $10 per head

BYO nibbles, Drinks at Bar prices
Bookings essential

Call Amanda to book 0407 684 838

All proceeds going to the
New Phillip Island Community Hospital

Raffles Door 
Prizes
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THE PULSE

MUSIC

On Sunday, May 18, Phil-
lip Island Jazz Club pres-
ents Anita Harris and the 
Swingeroos.

The popular vocalist is 
performing at the Phillip 
Island Bowling Club, 40 
Dunsmore Road in Cowes, 
from 2pm until 4.30pm.

Joining Anita are the 
Swingeroos: her dad Kim 
Harris on keyboards, Phil-
lip Island Jazz favourite 
Ron Anderson on reeds, 
Steve Temple on trumpet, 
Doug Kuhn on bass and 
Alan Richards on drums.

Anita always gives a 
quality performance, and 
this will be no exception. 

She was once described 
by Australian Jazz Scene 
as “one of those very rare 
vocal stylists who have a 
wide appeal to a range of 
age groups and jazz prefer-
ences in her audiences”.

Anita has a large reper-
toire of jazz gems, a grow-

ing catalogue of recordings 
and some of Melbourne’s 
finest musicians on hand to 
work by her side.

This will be a great af-
ternoon of music and won-
derful vocals. Please book 
early if possible, to give 

organisers an idea on how 
many tables and chairs will 
be needed for the day.

Tickets are $20 for mem-
bers and $25 for visitors.

For more information 
please contact Jill Boyce 
on 0417 416 300.

Swing into jazz this weekend

LIBRARY

National Simultaneous 
Storytime (NSS) is back 
for 2025, and Phillip Is-
land Library is excited 
to take part in this fun, 
nationwide celebration of 
reading, on Wednesday 
May 21.

Each year, thousands 
of libraries, schools, and 
early learning centres 

across Australia read the 
same book at the same 
time – and you’re invited 
to join in.

This year’s featured 
title is The Truck Cat by 
Deborah Frenkel, illus-
trated by Danny Snell. It’s 
a sweet and thoughtful 
story about friendship, 
belonging, and life on the 
road. 

There will also be a 

fun craft activity for ev-
eryone to enjoy after the 
storytime.

Join the Storytime at 
the Cowes Library in Ber-
ninneit (91-97 Thompson 
Avenue) on Wednesday 
May 21, from 10.30am un-
til 11.30am.

The event is free, but 
please register your at-
tendance via Eventbrite, 
or visit myli.org.au

A special storytime 
event in Cowes

Join the National Simultaneous Storytime at the Phillip Island Library on May 21 at 10.30am, reading The 
Truck Cat by Deborah Frenkel.

Sunday, May 18, Phillip Island Jazz Club presents Anita Harris and the 
Swingeroos at the Phillip Island Bowling Club from 2pm to 4.30pm.

COMMUNITY

The Waterline Library has 
opened the doors of its 
new home at Unit 3, 1524 
Bass Highway, Grantville.

The team has been hard 
at work to create a wel-
coming space where book 
lovers, curious minds and 
community connections 

can thrive.
Opening hours for the 

new library location are:
Tuesday: 3pm – 6pm
Thursday: 10am – 1pm
Saturday: 10am – 12pm
Weekly programs in-

cluding Storytime, Baby 
Rhyme Time and STEAM 
Club.

Details of an official 

“grand opening” coming 
soon. Details will also be 
released shortly for any-
one who has registered 
their interested in the 
Open Access membership.

If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the 
MYLI Support Team via 
support@myli.org.au or 
1800 44 6954.

New home for Waterline Library

FILM

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil and Latrobe Commu-
nity Health Service are 
proud to present a special 
screening of Off Coun-
try, a Reconciliation Film 
Club documentary for 
National Reconciliation 
Week 2025.

The documentary 
screens on Wednesday 
May 28 at 11am at Ber-
ninneit. Tickets are free, 
but you must reserve 
your seat (via Trybook-
ing.com).

From inside the Gee-
long Grammar boarding 
house, on the sports fields 
and in the classroom, Off 
Country follows the 2020 
school year as the school 
is thrown into chaos as 
the pandemic hits. Stu-
dents wrestle with their 
identities as they move 

between boarding life 
and home life and offer 
complex portraits of what 
it is to be an Indigenous 
child in Australia today.

Directed by Rhian 
Skirving and John Har-
vey, this PG rated film 
runs for 80 minutes.

WARNING: Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait 
Islander viewers are 
warned that this program 
may contain footage of 
deceased persons. Re-
serve your seat now at: 
www.tr ybooking.com/
DBHWO

Off Country – A Reconciliation 
Film Club documentary

Reserve your seat now at the free screening of “Off Country” on 
May 28 at 11am at Berninneit, as part of Reconciliation Week 2025.
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2025 
Bass Coast 
Volunteer 
Gathering
As part of National Volunteer Week, 
we are celebrating the 2025 theme 
of ‘connecting communities’ and 
bringing together volunteers from 
across the Bass Coast shire.

Date: Tuesday 20 May 2025

Time: 10.00 am to 12.00 pm

Where: Nobbies Centre

Connecting Communities Week
Volunteer

19-25 MAY 2025

Tuesday 20 May 2025

10.00 am to 12.00 pm

As part of National Volunteer Week, 
we are celebrating the 2025 theme 

bringing together volunteers from 

ting Communities WeekWeekW

This event is proudly 
supported by PICAL, 
Bass Coast Health, 

Bass Coast Shire Council, 
Phillip Island Nature Parks and 

MYLI – My Community Libraries.

Register at www.trybooking.com/DAWMB
or scan the QR code 
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THE PULSE

THEATRE

Offshore Theatre returns 
to the stage with a piece of 
classic Australian theatre 
– David Williamson’ Emer-
ald City. The show runs for 
five nights, between May 
23 and 31, at the Black Box 
Theatre at Newhaven Col-
lege.

Offshore Theatre’s pres-
ident, Remi D’Agostin said 
the group was looking for 
something lighter than its 
previous productions, and 
was struck by how come-
dic it was.

“David Williamson has 
an amazing ability to cap-
ture a time period through 
dialogue; he’s very witty,” 
she said.

Although the play is set 
in the 1980s, Remi believes 
it will resonate with today’s 
audience.

“Every play, we are 
looking for something that 
does connect to now. That’s 
why, as a company we are 
interested in doing Austra-
lian works. There’s always 
a theme, idea or character 
that we can relate to.”

After last year’s success-
ful presentation of My Sis-
ter Jill at Berninneit, Remi 
said Offshore was excited 
to step back into the Black 
Box space.

“We don’t have the ca-
pacity to do big shows like 
that (at Berninneit) all the 
time.

“We feel very lucky to 

have access to both these 
spaces, which allows us to 
play around with the kind 
of plays we present,” she 
explained.

“The Black Box has an 
experimental intimacy to 
it. The theatre seats about 
100 people, and you have to 
walk onto the stage to get to 
the seats.

“Although there’s no 
audience involvement, you 
are very close up.”

Directorial debut
Emerald City is the di-

rectorial debut for Marni 
Johnston, who audiences 
last saw as Christine, the 
lead role and narrator in 
My Sister Jill.

For Marni, the opportu-
nity is an exciting chance 
to use her directorial train-
ing from the National The-
atre Drama School.

“I’d say I’m more of an 
actor’s director than a tech-
nician’s one,” said Marni.

“I really love the creative 
process and being able to 
step back and look at the 
bigger picture – something 
that’s harder to do when 
you’re focused on just one 
role. That said, I’m also act-
ing in this production, so 
it’s definitely keeping me 
on my toes.”

Set in 1987, the play ex-
plores contemporary urban 
values, cultural rivalries, 
and the fierce passions that 
drive the pursuit of success.

Colin, a screenwriter, 

and his wife Kate, a pub-
lisher, leave introspective, 
drizzly Melbourne for the 
glittering lure of Sydney-
the so-called Emerald City-
where fame and fortune 
seem just within reach.

But as they navigate the 
cutthroat world of showbiz, 
they begin to discover their 
journey to success is full of 
unexpected twists.

The cast includes some 
new and old faces.

The lead role of Colin 
introduces new member 
Adam Gooderham.

“He’s a great find and 
brings real depth to the role 
of Colin, a vulnerable but 
very successful screenwrit-
er,” said Marni.

Kate Bindley Jones is 
returning for her second 
Offshore production, after 
playing Martha, the mum 
in My Sister Jill.

“This time, she’s taking 
on the lead female role of 
Kate – yes, Kate playing 
Kate.

“She’s Colin’s wife: 
sharp-witted, intelligent, 
and a real force in the sto-
ry.”

Also featured are Ash-
ley Read (as Mike), Melissa 
McMillian (as Denise) and 
Nina Prideaux (as Elaine).

Marni said the play’s 
staging stays true to the 
late 80s era, “so get ready 
for big hair, shoulder pads, 
neon colours and dial 
phones”.

Audiences can expect 

to be entertained and pro-
voked.

“David Williamson’s 
writing is known for be-
ing sharply satirical and 
grounded in realism, and 
this play is no exception.

“It captures the con-
tradictions of ambition, 
vulnerability, and hu-
man connection with 
both humour and insight. 
One of the most strik-
ing elements of the play 
is the use of direct ad-
dress – monologues that 
are not only funny and 
disarmingly honest, but 
also offer a rare intimacy 
between character and 
audience.”

Membership
Tickets for Emerald City 

are available online, with 
five shows in total: Friday 
May 23 and Saturday May 
24, then Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday the following 
week (May 29-31).

“In the past we found 
word-of-mouth is really big 
for our shows, so the sec-
ond weekend is usually a 
big one,” explained Remi.

“So we changed the way 
we do things, with the extra 
show in the second week.”

Remi is also hoping au-
dience members will con-
sider signing up for an Off-
shore Theatre membership.

“You can sign up on the 

night, and receive a free 
glass of wine, and a key-
ring,” she explained.

“If you buy a member-
ship, you get a discount on 
tickets and a free wine with 
every show. There are oth-
er benefits – script club and 
theatre club – throughout 
the year.”

You don’t have to aspire 
to be on the stage to be a 
member (although that is 
always welcomed) assures 
Remi.

“We want to build an 
audience, plus people who 
want to be part of what we 
are doing.”

Like many small com-
munity companies, Off-
shore suffered a loss of 
momentum and member-
ship during Covid and is 
hoping to build back up in 
the coming year, including 
getting its website back up 
and running.

“We’d love to have 
more actors and directors, 
but we really need a solid 
community who is going 
to support us.

“I feel we are small, but 
we are mighty,” Remi said.

Director Marni also hopes 
the community will support 
the latest production.

“We’d absolutely love to 
see you there, and feel free 
to come and say hi after the 
show,” she said.

Tickets available now 
at: www.trybooking.com/
events/landing/1380060
/ Sponsored article /

Offshore heads to the Emerald City

Offshore Theatre presents David Williamson’s Emerald City for five 
nights from May 23 – 31 at the Black Box Theatre at Newhaven Col-
lege. Adam Gooderham and Kate Bindley Jones play the leads Colin 
and Kate. Tickets are available now through trybooking.com. 
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CLEANING

0488 522 950   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT
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Island Flue Island Flue 
CleaningCleaning

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic

• Rental bond specialists • Fast, efficient service

0415 106 443
islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

RICHIE & DI LAING

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

BLINDS & CARPET

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

A F A B U L O U S F L O O R I N G E X P E R I E N C E

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

CONCRETER
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Luke Hinrichs
Phill ip Island & surrounding areas since 1999

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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EARTHMOVING
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0418 372 399
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

AIR CONDITIONING

JD
00

51
4A

A

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

 coastal_refrig_and_aircon
AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

DECK RESTORATION
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02457A

A

Enjoy your outdoor space
for years to come with DeckSeal!

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au     

www.deckseal.com.au

DECK SANDING, CLEANING, OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

HANDYMAN
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SJC HOME MAINTENANCE
Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small

Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495
www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

CARPENTER

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs

Window Replacement   |   Decks
John 0447 975 626

C A R P E N T RY
Est 1982
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ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

LANDSCAPING AND DESIGN

0424 426 932
FACTORY 14, 71 FRANKSTON GARDENS DRIVE, CARRUM DOWNS

WWW.THESTONESTORE.COM.AU

VICTORIA’S PREMIER DESTINATION 
FOR ALL THINGS NATURAL STONE 

AND PORCELAIN TILES.
OVER 500 HUNDRED PRODUCTS TO CHOOSE FROM!

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST  
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS 
MARK: 0418 105 262
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EARTHMOVING

Free quote / consultation
Experienced local business
Innovative solutions
Quality workmanship
Transparent communication
Full compliance / insurance
Tight access specialists

EARTHWORKSMKMMMMKMKMKMMMKMMKKEKEKKKKMKMKMKKKMKMKMMK

em: mkearthworks@gmail.com
ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Excavations
Demolitions
Drive/Pathways
Retaining walls
Spoil removal

* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *
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CABINET MAKER

J O I N E R Y S M O O T H
R E C Y C L E D T I M B E R C A B I N E T R Y

K I T C H E N ’ S
I N S T A L L A T I O N S E R V I C E
T R A D I T O N A L S A U N A ’ S

B E S P O K E D E S I G N

0 4 5 7 2 3 9 6 0 0
M I T C H . J O I N E R Y S M O O T H @ G M A I L . C O M

W W W . J O I N E R Y S M O O T H . C O M . A U
J O I N E R Y S M O O T H
A C N 6 7 2 4 4 6 7 6 9
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CAR REMOVAL
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BASS COAST  
CAR REMOVALS

Call Shane  
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616

CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

Unwanted cars removed free

GARAGE DOORSCONCRETER
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Matt Burgess 0405 533 456

BLINDS/AWNINGS

0418-965-140
C A L L  N A T H

Outdoor Blinds

Internal Blinds

Curtains & Sheers

Aluminium Shutters

Plantation Shutters

S E P R I T  S H A D ES E P R I T  S H A D E
S O L U T I O N SS O L U T I O N S

EARTHMOVING

• SITE CUTS    • SITE CLEANS

• DEMOLITION    • LANDSCAPING

• RETAINING WALLS

O400 633 030

EVERYTHING
EARTHWORKS

ELECTRICIAN

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
SAN REMO & PHILLIP ISLAND

TRUSTED FULLY LICENSED
A-GRADE ELECTRICIAN

NEW BUILDS AND RENOVATIONS
SWITCHBOARD UPGRADES

POWER AND LIGHTING SOLUTIONS
AND MUCH MORE

CONTACT JACK TODAY

0431 296 703
GROUNDSWELLELECTRICAL@OUTLOOK.COM

REC:29004
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LANDSCAPING

Landscaping & Concreting

Retaining Walls
Paving

Small Brick Repairs
Concreting

Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew  
0408 822 263
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RELIABLE PLUMBERRELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell – 0438 520 546
daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

SOLAR

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

JO
01

39
9A

A

MARINE MECHANIC
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www.topwatermarine.com.au   |   info@topwatermarine.com.au 
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

• Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs
• Accessory Installations and electrical work

• Trailer servicing and modifications
• Anchor winches    • Boat detailing    • Insurance work

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching 
or just not sliding properly?

Now Servicing Phillip Island 

>  Timber & Aluminium 
Sliding Doors

>  Bi Fold Doors 
>  Cavity Doors 
>  Wardrobe Doors

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

>  Security Doors
>  Track & Roller 

Replacements 
>  Screen Replacements 
>  New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Ph 0438 538 244
info@asdrm.com.au

www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

RESTUMPING

RESTUMPING & 
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,  
House Raising & Repacking,  

all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788
Licence DBL24625

MOTORCYCLE REPAIR

Also Servicing Melbourne  
& Gippsland Regions

*Breakdowns *Flat Tyres *Race Tracks  
*Shows & Events *Dealer Deliveries *Auctions 

*Local & Interstate *Group Discounts  
*Show Bike Specialists

motorcycletow.com.au  0431 655 749
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ROOFING
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• Metal Wall Cladding • Domestic & Commercial
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes • Aluminium Gutter Guard
30 Years Experience

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
ME TAL ROOFINGME TAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

PAINTER/DECORATOR

SHANE FENECH
Painting & Decorating
Quality Tradesman
New homes . Renovations. Re-paints
Free Quotes

0419 523 299
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LAWN MOWING
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Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

LAWN MOWING

LK
00

02
0A
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Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

EARTHMOVING
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0418 372 399
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

HANDYMAN
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SJC HOME MAINTENANCE
Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small

Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495
www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

LANDSCAPING AND DESIGN

0424 426 932
FACTORY 14, 71 FRANKSTON GARDENS DRIVE, CARRUM DOWNS

WWW.THESTONESTORE.COM.AU

VICTORIA’S PREMIER DESTINATION 
FOR ALL THINGS NATURAL STONE 

AND PORCELAIN TILES.
OVER 500 HUNDRED PRODUCTS TO CHOOSE FROM!

HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL 

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies. 
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi

(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

LAWN MOWING

Phil’s Mowing
and Lawn care

0408 559 408
Prompt   Honest   Reliable

Servicing Phillip Island and Surrounding Areas 
From San Remo to Cowes, Wonthaggi to Grantville
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LANDSCAPING

Landscaping & Concreting

Retaining Walls
Paving

Small Brick Repairs
Concreting

Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew  
0408 822 263
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PAINTER

RED
OCHRE
PAINTERS

P H I L L I P  I S L A N D

Contact us today on 0425711217
to transform your space! 

Repair, Refresh, Renew 
your home or business with 

Red Ochre Painters

“Fantastic job!! 
Love your work... looks amazing! 

- Peter, Cape Woolamai

Repair, Refresh, Renew  
your home or business with  

Red Ochre Painters
“Fantastic job!!  

Love your work... looks amazing!  
- Peter, Cape Woolamai

Contact us today  
on 0425 711 217
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WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

Ph: 5672 2056

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

MANAGEMENT
TRAFFIC

EOGTRAFFIC.COM.AU
5900 2932
projects@eventopsgroup.com.au

BASS COAST
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STORAGE

LK
00

02
3A

A

Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TREE SERVICES
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TREE CARE

Qualified Arborist with 
15 years experience and 
committed to maintain the 
health, safety and beauty 
of your trees ensuring they 
thrive and enhance your 
home. Servicing Phillip 
Island and surrounds. 

0484 776 399

Specialising in Pruning &  
Hazardous Tree Removals

 Habitat Trees
 Cable Bracing
 Qualified Arborist
 Mulch & Firewood Sales

 Storm Damage
 Stump Grinding
 Fully Insured

JD04860AA

CLASSIFIEDS  
SEEK, BUY AND SELL

No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, 

YES

FRIENDS OF THE KOALAS 
INC.  
ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING  
Saturday May 24th 2025 
2pm  
Meeting Room  
Koala Conservation 
Reserve  
All welcome  
Inquiries: 0419552385 or 
0484921028

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings 
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi – Tuesday 8pm; AA 
Cowes Big Book meeting 
at St Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) – Tuesday 7pm, 
0417 317 470; Salvation 
Army building, McKenzie 
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.

PUBLIC NOTICES

CAIRNS:

The Funeral Service to 
Celebrate the life of 

Marnie Cairns will be 
held at St. Johns Uniting 

Church, Cowes on 
FRIDAY (May 16, 2025) 

commencing at 2:00pm.

A Private Cremation  
will follow.

In lieu of flowers 
donations to Melaleuca 

Aged Care would be 
appreciated.

For live-streaming go to 
www.handleyandander-

sonfunerals.com.au

CAIRNS, MARGARET 
ELIZABETH (MARNIE):

5/9/1935 – 9/5/2025

Beloved wife of Ian  
for 64 years.

Adored mother of 
Catherine and Stewart 

and mother-in-law  
to Clare. 

Loved Gran of Meg, 
Lachie, Harry,  
Lucy and Kate.

Great grandmother of 
Jack, Ray and Freddie.

Forever in our hearts 
now in God‘s loving care.

CAIRNS, Marnie: 

A loved and loving sister 
to Fergus, sister-in-law 
to Chris, cherished aunt 
to Dugald, Hugh, Kristie, 

and Susannah, and 
adored great-aunt to 

Mackenzie, James,  
and Charles.

Marnie leaves behind  
a legacy of love, 

warmth, and quiet 
resilience that will live 

on in our hearts forever. 

Thank you Marnie, 
you will be deeply 

missed and forever 
remembered.

CAIRNS, Marnie: 

Many hugs and love 
for Ian, Stew, Clare and 

Cath and families, as 
they mourn the loss of 

Marnie, a wonderful  
and caring lady.

Now at Rest 

Pam and the  
Cameron Clan.

CAIRNS, Marnie: 

To Ian and the  
Cameron Family.

So sorry to hear about 
the loss of  

the lovely Marnie.

She was a very  
special lady.

She will be  
greatly missed.

Chris Monk  and Jane DD

Phillip Island and San 
Remo War Widows Club 

regret the passing of:

MORGAN, Mary:

Loved by all and will  
be missed by 

Legatees and  
members alike.

Rest in Peace

DEATHS DEATHS
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 INNER WHEEL 
CLUB OF 

PHILLIP ISLAND 
INC.

Presents “A Taste of Of Inner 
Wheel” for Women 18 and over.

Come along and join members 
for drinks and nibbles and meet other 
like minded local women and fi nd out 

about this local friendship group.

Thursday 7th June 5.00pm – 6.00pm 
at 6 Settlement Rd Cowes.

For more information, or to RSVP 
contact Club Secretary Julie Holloway on 

0430 712 734 or email 
iiw.au.phillipisland@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

FUNERALS

DID YOU  
KNOW  

YOU CAN  
EMAIL YOUR  

CLASSIFIEDS?

ads@pisra.com.au

GRANT FUNDING

The Phillip Island Yacht Club was one  
of 130 recipients of the State Govern-
ment’s Change Our Game Community 
Activation Grants program announced 
this month.

The club received $2400 for a female 
sailing program to provide a forum for 
women and girls to both develop or reac-
tivate their sailing skills to better partici-
pate in the club’s sailing program. Their 
training will be provided by female in-
structors over four sessions.

The only other local recipient was 
GippSport, which received $9980 to fa-
cilitate leadership and governance train-
ing to encourage young women to step 
into leadership roles in local community 
sport.

The funding will also help create a 
network of peer support and intergenera-
tional mentoring in connection with their 
Changing Gippsland’s Game Profession-
al Network.

Member for Bass, Jordan Crugnale 
MP congratulated the two recipients on 
securing the grants.

“These grants support the work our 
wonderful clubs and community sport 
organisations are doing to create posi-
tive change whether it is in participation 
or leadership programs for women and 
girls,” Ms Crugnale said.

“I want to thank Cowes Yacht Club 
and GippSport who are active, devising 
programs, putting in the time, dedication 
and energy to creating a level playing 
field and breaking down barriers.”

The Change Our Game Community 
Activation Grants program delivers 
grants of up to $10,000 to community 
sport and recreation clubs to help inspire 
women and girls to take part – including 
new women’s programs, opportunities 
for club leadership roles and other on and 
off field options. 

For more information about Change 
Our Game programs, visit changeour-
game.vic.gov.au

Supporting women  
and girls in sport

The Phillip Island Yacht Club received a $2400 grant for a female sailing program to provide a forum 
for women and girls to both develop or reactivate their sailing skills to better participate in the club’s 
sailing program.

NEWS
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D I R E C T O RY
KEEP IT LOCALKEEP IT LOCAL

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

B A R B E R

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au   |   03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS 
ON THE ISLAND” 

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! 

ORDERS 5907 6796
RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

F O O D  &  D R I N K

C O M P U T E R  S E R V I C E S

San Remo | 5952 5379
info@printitfast.com.au
www.printitfast.com.au

Shop Local
Support Local
PRINT LOCAL

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

For all your refi nancing or home loan 
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.

Gabriel Caffi eri – Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffi eri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

F I N A N C E

72 Chapel Street Cowes. 
0482 936 843
Walk Ins only

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
www.pisra.com.au

FURNITURE OUTLET
YOUR FURNITURE SHOP

Phone Ron 0419 335 985
sales@furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

153 Thompson Ave., Cowes (near Ampol Servo)
www.furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

• Beds   • Mattresses
• Sofas   • Lounges

• Dining   • Tables   • Chairs
• Office   • TV   • Outdoor

JD
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Eco Friendly Wash & Dry 
Self-Service 
NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes , 
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF 
with the CODE: LOCAL15

COWESBOAT 
CARAVANRVSTORAGE

Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  5952 2799

24 hr Video Surveillance

COWES 
SELF 

STORAGE

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

H O M E

Melaleuca Lodge  
Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES 

(off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday
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NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8 -10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:

8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910 
to make an appointment!

Locally owned and operated by 
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 

0448 602 005
www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

M E D I C A L

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

Stockdale & Leggo

45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922
P 03 8583 4701
E phillipisland@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

Phillip Island I San Remo

3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo VIC 3925
P 03 8583 4701
E sanremo@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/sanremo

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes 
5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

L E I S U R E

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U
H E L LO @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669 
thecentrecowes 

@hotmail.com

A C C O M O D A T I O N

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night

including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

RANFURLIE BED 
& BREAKFAST

across Phillip Island and Western Port on  
89.1FM

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY STATION  
– GREAT MUSIC AND EVERYTHING LOCAL
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Phone, PC & 
Electronic Repairs

0490 424 415

www.itrepairs.net.au

admin@itrepairs.net.au
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Uber
pick up and go

TIM BROWN 0412 572 373Phillip Island

Uber X, Uber XL, and Uber Maxi, up to  12 seater buses
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BOOK NOW 
at penguins.org.au

Penguin Parade, Churchill Island, 
Koala Conservation Reserve

Watch the little penguins 
waddle home See more

& SAVE 
with a 

3 PARKS 
PASS
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Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

A rescued Pearl
Do you own a Golden Lab-
rador called Pearl who 
was recently lost near Li-
ons Park in San Remo?

If so, you may like to 
contact the Bass Coast 
Specialist School to thank 
a group of staff and stu-
dents who kept Pearl safe 
initially?

I was passing and saw 
them scanning the road, 
so stopped to see if I could 
help too.

A dog lead from my 
car secured her safely 
and then one of the staff 
members kindly lifted her 
into the car so I could take 
her to the Newhaven Vet 
Clinic, as she did not have 
obvious ID. One of the stu-
dents, Ethan, was most 
helpful too. Thankfully a 
call to Bass Coast Shire 
this morning revealed the 
dog’s name and that she 
had been reunited with 
her owner.

Helen Beyer, San Remo

Salvos Red  
Shield Appeal
The 61st Red Shield Ap-
peal is here. The collecting 
outside your local shops, 
the knocks on your front 
door, and the emblazoned 
Red Shield around the 
town means that it is time 
to dig deep to support Aus-
sies in need.

It is a time of year that 
isn’t just about the funds 
raised. The Salvos are 
always blown away by 
the ways the community 
comes together across the 
country in support. We are 
in awe of our Army of vol-
unteers, this year aiming 
to be 20,000 strong, who 
make all of this happen.

Why is the Red Shield 
Appeal so important? 
Because it allows for the 
most vulnerable and dis-
advantaged in our society 
to get the support they vi-
tally need and deserve. It 
means we can continue 
our work in areas like 
homelessness, family and 
domestic violence, youth, 
drug and alcohol rehabili-
tation, financial hardship 
and so much more.

Whether you are able 
to give financially, or give 
your time through vol-
unteering, every little bit 
supports us to continue 
what we do best – helping 
people.

The Salvos are aiming 
to raise $38 million this 
year for our Red Shield 
Appeal. We trust Austra-
lians will be generous, and 
for that, we offer a sincere 
thank you.

And the best part is, 
when you see the folk 
collecting outside the su-
permarket, or receive a 

friendly knock on the door, 
you can know that funds 
raised locally in your com-
munity will remain local, 
supporting your fellow 
community members do-
ing it tough.

So please, if you can 
this year, consider sup-
porting the Salvos Red 
Shield Appeal.

To donate or volunteer 
for The Salvation Army’s 
Red Shield Appeal or if 
you need support from the 
Salvos, visit salvationar-
my.org.au or call 13 SAL-
VOS. You can also donate 
at any Salvos Store.

Major Bruce Harmer, 
The Salvation Army

No to nukes
When he unveiled the Co-
alition’s nuclear energy 
ambitions last June Peter 
Dutton said, “I’m very 
happy for the election to 
be a referendum on en-
ergy, on nuclear.”

It was, and the result 
was a resounding rejec-
tion of high cost, high 
risk nuclear power. The 
election result is clear, as 
is the wider lesson: when 
the Coalition pushes nu-
clear, Australia pushes 
back. In 2007, John How-
ard took nuclear to an 
election where he lost 
government and his own 
seat. In 2025, Peter Dut-

ton said nuclear and Aus-
tralia said no – and good-
bye.

Thanks to those in the 
community who identi-
fied and acted on the risk 
of potential nuclear for 
making a positive differ-
ence in Bass Coast and 
far beyond. Australians 
have spoken and it’s now 
time to draw a line under 
this unproductive distrac-
tion and get on with real 
action to meet our na-
tion’s climate and energy 
challenges.

Dave Sweeney, Aus-
tralian Conservation 
Foundation, Sunderland 
Bay

It’s a good sign
In August 2023 the Ad-
vertiser ran an article 
“Phillip Island’s most 
confusing road speeds”, 
relating to the Cowes/
Rhyll Road between Phil-
lip Island and Coghlan 
roads. The article was the 
result of council erecting 
an 80km/h sign only 50 
metres west of the 60km/h 
sign on the South side of 
the road (when entering 
said road from Coghlan 
Road), thereby match-
ing the existing speed of 
80km/h on the north side 
of the road.

Well, it would seem that 
common sense has finally 

prevailed and speed limits 
have again been changed. 
The speed limit is now 
60km/h on both sides of 
the road all the way be-
tween Coghlan and Phil-
lip Island Road except 
for 40km/h during school 
crossing times at Our 
Lady Star of the Sea Pri-
mary School. Hallelujah.

Ron Day, Cowes

Mobile coverage  
concerns
The issue of adequate mo-
bile phone coverage on 
Phillip Island appears to 
still be unresolved, par-
ticularly during higher 
demand periods.

This issue has been 
taken up by the Adver-
tiser in the past – but I 
respectfully submit that 
it is a matter that beckons 
to again be refreshed.

The existing systems 
do not appear to have ad-
equate bandwidth to cater 
for the demand placed on 
them for considerable pe-
riods of time.

Over Easter for ex-
ample, it was not possible 
to download documents 
onto my phone, including 
the Age newspaper for 
example. Just too many 
people on the line for the 
system to function ad-
equately it would appear.

Is it timely for an up-

date article on the status 
of upgrades that Telstra 
and Optus are to put in 
place on the island?

Rob McKaige, Cowes

Island Astronomy 
needs a home
Our club has been now 
running for over five 
years within Bass Coast 
and we are at a stage of 
moving to a permanent 
home. Discussions with 
the Bass Coast Mayor Ro-
chelle Halstead, unfortu-
nately have broken down 
and we are left with seek-
ing a permanent home 
through the private in-
vestment sector.

Our objective is to es-
tablish a high-end astron-
omy centre on Phillip Is-
land enjoying the benefits 
of our dark skies we love. 
To do this we need private 
support for some land, 
good visual area and the 
opportunity to operate 
viewing for public events, 
school astronomy and 
members astronomy cen-
tre including a large em-
phasis on Astronomy and 
dark skies tourism.

Any interested par-
ties, please make contact 
with the President, Eden 
White: email edend-
white22@gmail.com

Eden White, Silver-
leaves

DARTS

The Phillip Island and Dis-
tricts Darts League roared 
back to life on Monday 
night, with the darts cen-
tre buzzing as over 40 
players across 10 teams 
hit the oche for an action-
packed Round 7.

Five matches were 
played and competitors 
fought for crucial points 
with the finals fast ap-
proaching.

A standout moment 
came during the team’s 
leg when Paul Gleeson lit 
up the board with a per-
fect 180.

Meanwhile, luck was fi-
nally on the side of Laurie, 
a long-time member and 
first-time raffle winner, 
who proudly walked away 
with the San Remo Butch-
ers meat tray. His smile 
was almost as big as Glee-
son’s score.

With the ladder begin-
ning to take shape, every 
match now carries extra 
weight. Next week prom-
ises even more excitement 
as players face off in the 
prestigious John Stewart 
Memorial Singles Cham-
pionship – a drawn 501 
knockout tournament 
open to all members.

Gleeson hits 180 
as finals loom

Congratulations to Laurie Jones who took home the San Remo 
Butchers meat tray.

BOWLS

The Phillip Island Bowl-
ing Club hosted their 
2024/25 presentation 
night on May 9, with 
members attending to 
witness club champions 
receive their trophies.

For Marilyn and Pe-
ter Forrest it was a fam-
ily affair, respectively 
taking out the Ladies’ 
and Men’s Singles Titles, 

along with the Ladies’ 
and Men’s Bowler of the 
Year Award.

Additionally Marilyn 
also won the Ladies’ 100 
Up Handicap and the 
Mixed Pairs Champion-
ship with Peter. Peter also 
took out the Men’s 15 End 
(two bowl singles) and the 
Men’s 100 Up Handicap. 
Congratulations to both 
players who have had an 
outstanding season.

Presentation night for bowls crew

Congratulations to Marilyn and Peter Forrest on their great per-
formance this season at the Phillip Island Bowls Club.

BOWLS

Last week, the South 
West Gippsland Midweek 
Bowls Group headed to 
Loch and District Bowls 
Club to fight it out for team 
of the week.

Players were greeted 

by Pauline and Vern while 
Peter, David and Claire 
prepared teams with over 
50 bowlers attending.

A few showers beat 
down on the green but 
players managed to get 
through the day without 
reducing the ends played.

The RCH tin continues 
to fill.

The group give their 
thanks to volunteers in-
cluding Trevor behind the 
bar and Andrea in the 
kitchen.

Winners on a great 
score of 36: Jenny Smith 
(L), Trevor Loughridge (S) 
and Wendy Pownall (3).

Runners up on a score 
of 34: Raff Merante (3), 

Steve Muhi (S) and Bob 
Arnold (L).

Best one game winners 
on a score of 19: Michael 
Saunders (3), Jenny Hard-
ing (L) and Bill Sherriff 
(S).

This week, midweek 
bowls will be played at 
Lang Lang Bowls Club.

Please arrive on time to 
avoid missing out as num-
bers are close to full.

Midweek at Loch

Congratulations to last week’s winners on 36 points (from left): 
Jenny Smith (L), Trevor Loughridge (S) and Wendy Pownall (3).

Runners up: Raff Merante (3), Steve Muhi (S) and Bob Arnold (L).
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GOLF

Tuesday, May 6
Men’s 18H Stableford

Overall winner: Daniel 
Pearce (2) with 37 pts C/B.

A Grade winner: A-1 
Daniel Pearce (2) with 37 
pts.

B Grade winner: B-1 
David Nicoll (16) with 34 
pts C/B.

C Grade winner: C-1 
Warren Dickie (23) with 
37 pts.

BDL: 32 pts C/B.
NTP: 5th Daniel 

Pearce, 7th Cam Cristia-
no, 10th Peter Officer and 
17th Brent Scott.
Men’s 9H Stableford

Winners: David Hen-
stridge (21) with 19 pts C/B 
from David Scrase (39) on 
19 pts.

BDL: 16 pts C/B.

Wednesday, May 7
Women’s 18H Stableford

Overall winner: Anne 
McCallum (41) with 40 pts 
from Megan Elbaz (26) on 
38 pts.

BDL: 31 pts C/B.
NTP: 5th Judy Henry, 

7th Dianne Ray, 10th Hel-
en Coghlan and 17th Patri-
cia Jamieson.
Women’s 9H Stableford

Overall winner: San-
dra Barker (44) with 17 
pts from Barbara Moloney 
(38) on 16 pts.

BDL: 15 pts C/B.

NTP: 7th Lisa Cooper.

Thursday, May 8
Open 18H Stableford

Overall winner: Chris 
Sanderson (13) with 38 pts.

A Grade winner: A-1 
Chris Sanderson (13) with 
38 pts.

B Grade winner: B-1 
Rickardo Meder (18) with 
36 pts.

C Grade winner: C-1 
Mike Fitzmaurice (20) 
with 37 pts C/B.

BDL: 33 pts C/B.
NTP: 5th Daniel Pearce, 

7th Paul Cashman, 10th 
Tony Gay and 17th Bren-
ton O’Brien.
Men’s 9H Stableford

Winners: John Niven 
(26) with 19 pts C/B from 
Brian Carvell (30) on 19 
pts.

BDL: 16 pts C/B.

Saturday, May 10
Men’s 18H Stableford

Overall winner: Mark 
White (15) with 40 pts.

A Grade winner: A-1 
Anthony Shannon (10) 
with 36 pts C/B.

B Grade winner: B-1 
Mark White (15) with 40 
pts.

C Grade winner: C-1 
Joel Panozzo (19) with 37 
pts.

BDL: 33 pts C/B.
NTP: 5th Tony Owens, 

7th Travis Johnson, 10th 
Andrew Hewett and 17th 
Aaron Saric.

Women’s 18H Stableford
Overall winner: Adri-

anne Anglin (14) with 37 
pts C/B from Lesley Mead-
owcroft (13) with 37 pts.

BDL: 32 pts.
NTP: 5th Lesley Mead-

owcroft, 10th Cheryl White 
and 17th Adrianne Anglin.
Open 9H Stableford

Winners: Laurie Pe-
trusch (26) with 18 pts 
from Steve Rieger (26) 
with 16 pts C/B.

BDL: 16 pts C/B.

Sunday, May 11
Open 18H Stableford

Winner: David Mur-
doch (23) with 35 pts from 
Chris Sanderson (13) on 32 
pts.

BDL: 32 pts.

Results from the green

GOLF

Friday, May 9 – 9H Sta-
bleford: 1st Neil Mal-
colm (19) with 19 pts.

Saturday, May 10 – 
Stableford: 1st Victor 
Petropoulos (16) with 
42 pts, 2nd Ian Mur-
ray (18) with 41 pts, 3rd  
Steven Cerni (15) with 
40 pts. 

Sunday, May 11 – 
Stableford: 1st Neil Mal-
colm (17) with 41 pts.

Red Rocks 
results

TENNIS

More than thirty play-
ers participated in the 
Phillip Island Tennis 
Club’s Autumn 2025 

Tuesday Night Men’s 
Competition which 
wrapped up on May 
6, with Team FC win-
ning the Team’s Com-
petition.

Tuesday Night Men’s Comp

Congratulations to Team FC, winning the Tuesday Night Men’s Team Competition. From left: Ron 
Walker, Geoff Clements, Kevin Donnelly and Rod Shell.

Section 1 winner, Ron Walker.
Section 4 winner, Anthony 
Johns. Section 2 winner, Paul Smeele.

SOCCER

The Phillip Island Break-
ers Women’s Senior Team 
delivered a strong perfor-
mance in their away clash 
against Korumburra, fin-
ishing with a resounding 
16-0 win.

Leading 6-0 at half-time, 
the Breakers showed no 
signs of slowing down in 
the second half.

Jarrah van Stekelen-
burg made a sensational 
return from a preseason 
ankle injury, netting an 
incredible double hat-trick 
(six goals).

Kelly Wall was in fine 
form, capping off her hat-
trick with a fourth goal late 
in the game.

Joss Geronimo and Tiki 
Reed added two goals each 
in the second half, while 
Ella Roos (making her de-
but for the Breakers), also 
found the back of the net 
with a confident finish.

Midfielder Annie Demp-
sy controlled the tempo 
in the middle of the park, 

distributing the ball with 
precision and was well sup-
ported by Evie Titmarsh, 
both getting on the score-
board.

The Breakers’ backline 
was rock-solid, with An-
drea Dempsy commanding 
the goal and Luka Alford 
anchoring the defence as 
sweeper.

Niamh Moore im-
pressed with her tireless 
work rate in the centre 
back role, while Yarlini 

Baum and Helen Masters 
held a strong defensive 
line, breaking down oppo-
sition attacks and deliver-
ing composed passes out 
wide to wings Ailish Flynn 
and Miki Marr.

The team now looks 
ahead to their first home 
game of the season against 
Trafalgar Victory.

Breakers dominate away match 
against Korumburra City

The Phillip Island Breakers Women’s Senior Team put on a great per-
formance against Korumburra over the weekend, coming away with 
a 16-0 win. From back left: Yarlini Baum, Ella Roos, Kelly Wall, Andrea 
Dempsy, Ailish Flynn, Jarrah Van Stekelenberg, Luka Alford and Coach 
Benita Russell. Front: Tiki Reed, Joss Geronimo, Michaela Marr, Annie 
Dempsy, Niamh Moore and Evie Titmarsh. Absent: Helen Masters.

SOCCER

U17
The Phillip Island Break-
ers U17s hit the road this 
weekend, cruising to a 5-0 
victory over Korumburra 
City.

Oli Raso worked hard, 
putting the Breakers 
ahead and mounting the 
pressure against Korum-
burra.

Shortly after, Dylan 
Gregory doubled the ad-
vantage, latching onto 
a perfectly timed assist 
from Harley Drayton.

While the goals rightly 
caught attention, it was 
the Breakers’ defensive 
unit that quietly dominat-
ed and shut down Korum-
burra’s advances.

Joss Geronimo, Mi-
chaela Marr, Ben West-
wood and Justin Tran 
were rock-solid at the 
back, ensuring goalkeeper 
involvement was minimal 
and kept Korumburra well 
away from any meaning-
ful chances.

With a 2-0 lead at half-
time, the Breakers showed 
no signs of slowing down.

The second half was 
more of the same.

Evie Titmarsh, Jasper 
Saunders and Tiki Reed 
each found the back of the 
net, taking the scoreline to 
an impressive 5-0.

A second goal from 
Dylan Gregory was unfor-
tunately disallowed.

With a bye next week, 
the Breakers will return to 
the League action on May 
25 against the Leongatha 
Nights at home.

U15 Girls
As Female Football week 
came to an end, fittingly 
on Mother’s Day, the Phil-
lip Island Breakers U15 
Girls, led by Georgia (Cap-
tain), put in a hard-fought 
effort against Korum-
burra City.

In a match that was fast 
paced with many high-
flying balls behind power-
ful kicks, the team showed 
improved cohesion and 
awareness.

With some impressive 
attempts at the goals, the 
match could have gone 
either way, however both 
Izzy and Lily J remained 
calm and in control by the 
goals.

The defence was strong 
with both Talia and Mia 
proving a force to be reck-
oned with, chasing down 
and intercepting many 
balls.

Amara, Lily T and Han-
nah showed eagerness to 
take a chance at goals for 
the Breakers, with full 
force and support from 
Ariana, Tamsin and Ebo-

ny up forward.
Both Billie and Scarlett 

showed speed and agility 
down the line, getting the 
ball to the attacking line.

Showing increasing 
confidence, Elisabeth and 
Grace held their positions 
well in midfield, passing to 
the attacking players.
Final score: 1-0 going the 
Breakers way (Amara the 
team’s sole goal scorer).

The team are pleased 
with the positive start to 
the season under the guid-
ance of coaches Megan 
and Annie.

U14 Penguins
The U14 Mixed Penguins 
team triumphed over Ko-
rumburra with a stunning 
7-0 win on a beautiful 
Mother’s Day morning.

Blake scored four goals 
while Reuben, Angus and 
James each added one.

The defence, led by 
Reuben and James, was 
rock-solid, while Oisin 
controlled the midfield 
with finesse.

Blake’s attacking prow-
ess kept the team on the 
offensive. Each person 
played their part in secur-
ing a win.

Breakers cruise to victory

U14 Stingrays, U12 Girls 
and U12A reports at  
pisra.com.au/sport

GSL scores and fixtures  
at pisra.com.au/sport

U17s Breakers, Evie Titmarsh, Oli Raso, Dylan Gregory, Charlie Anderson, Justin Tran and Joss Geronimo.

Winners:
Section 1: Ron Walker.
Section 2: Paul Smeele.
Section 3: Peter Williams.
Section 4: Anthony Johns.
Section 5: Andrew Cornthwaite.
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BRIDGE

It is Club Pairs Champion-
ship month at the Bridge 
Club and the first round 
was played on Monday.

Winners will be de-
cided based on best ag-
gregate scores over three 
weekly sessions.

Eleven pairs competed 
in Round 1 with 62.50 per 
cent proving best score of 
the day by Jean Barbour 
and Greg Nicholson.

Currently in second 
place sit Lorrie Read and 
Neville Chapman with 
58.80 per cent.

Not in the winner’s cir-
cle, but not last either, the 
club welcomed brand new 
member Jenny Johnston.

Jenny has been playing 
Tuesday afternoon super-

vised sessions for a few 
weeks and has now ad-
vanced to full club mem-
bership.

Jenny partnered with 
Brigid Sanders, a relative 
newcomer, who has also 
been taking supervised 
lessons at the club. The fu-
ture looks bright.

Wednesday saw Du-
plicate Bridge played by 
eight pairs and winners 
were Anne Hodgson and 
Caroline Shaw on 63.10 
per cent.

News from the table

Ladies’ winner: Leonie 
with eight wins.

Men’s winner: Mark 
with five wins.

E n c o u r a g e m e n t 
award: Beverly.

Euchre results

SURFING

Congratulations to Cape 
Woolamai’s Scarlett Ren-
nie who won the Under 14 
Girls category in Round 
Three of the Victorian 
Junior Surfing Titles on 
Phillip Island on the 
weekend.

The win secured Scar-
lett second place in the 
titles overall, finishing 
behind Estella Carbonelli 
of Jan Juc.

Cowes surfer Evie Lutz 
took out fourth place in 
the Under 16 girls Round 
Three event, while Angus 
Kennedy came third in 
the Under 16 Boys.

The round kicked off 
at Smiths Beach, with 
day one of the competi-
tion bringing plenty of 
excitement in quick suc-
cession, with both Un-
der 14 divisions running 
through to the finals. It 
was a clean day down at 
Smiths Beach, with the 
sun shining and two-foot 
peaks rolling through the 
lineup.

Day two of the compe-
tition was moved to Cape 
Woolamai as the swell 
dropped at Smiths Beach, 

offering more consistent 
waves and better condi-
tions for the highly antici-
pated Under 16 and Under 
18 divisions to showcase 
their skills and battle it 
out for valuable points 
toward the State Cham-
pionship. Local surfers 
were unable to score the 
win, although Lillian 
Bassed came fourth in the 
Under 18 Girls, while Rye 
Cicero took out fourth in 
the Under 18 Boys.

With performances 
lifted high and the crowd 
entertained, it was the 
perfect conclusion to the 
2025 No TXT No Wrecks 
Victorian Junior Surfing 
Titles.

Under 18 Title: Girls 
Ava Holland (Dromana); 
Boys Jarvis Barrow (Jan 
Juc).

Under 16 Title: Girls 
Rose Holland (Dromana); 
Boys Kato Mogi (Bel-
mont).

Under 14 Title: Girls 
Estella Carbonelli (Jan 
Juc); Boys Teddy Robert-
son (Torquay).

Full results and scores 
and schedule can be 
found online at www.
surfingvic.com/live

Scarlett chalks up 
a round three win

In the Under 16 Girls, Evie Lutz (left) came fourth in the Round 
Three event of the Victorian Junior Surfing Titles held on Phillip 
Island over the weekend.

NETBALL

A Grade
Kilcunda Bass’ A Grade 
came out hoping for re-
demption after a tough 
loss in their previous 
round.

The girls had patches 
of solid netball through-
out the game and kept 
Dalyston in their sight 
throughout.

A dominant final quar-
ter allowed Bass to get 
within four goals, however 
Dalyston came away with 
the four points in the end.
Best on ground: Caity 
Egan.

B Grade
What a battle it was this 
week as the Kilcunda Bass 
B Grade went head-to-
head with a fiery Dalyston 
side who came out swing-
ing.

With superstar mid-
courter Kiz out, the girls 
knew they would need to 
dig deep and that’s exactly 
what they did.

Midcourt legends Ally, 
Kiara and Ciara worked 
their socks off, running 
the house down and giv-
ing every ounce of hustle 
they had.

A massive shoutout to 
Ciara Santorini, who took 
on WA.

Stepping out of her 
comfort zone, she gave it 
a red-hot crack, brought 
the energy and absolutely 
earned her spot as this 
week’s best on. Go C.

Down in defence, it was 
nothing short of electric.

The Dalyston shooters 
were strong and steady 
but they had not met “The 
Duo”.

That’s right, Lizzy and 
Esther were an unstoppa-
ble force in the ring, flying 
for intercepts, reading the 
play like pros and giving 
Daly a headache all game 
long.

The dynamic duo were 
coordinated and on fire, 
putting on a masterclass 
in defensive pressure.

And just when we need-
ed a spark – enter Bells.

Her first game back and 
she lit up the court like she 
had never been away.

Calm, classy and com-
manding, she was every-
where and brought serious 
leadership to the floor.

They may not have 
walked away with the 
win, but the grit, the fight 
and unity were all Bass.

Dalyston took the 
points this time, but the 
girls have unfinished busi-
ness and you better be-
lieve they will be coming 
back stronger.

C Grade
Kilcunda Bass’ C Grade 
had a slow start to the 
game, with both teams 
struggling to find their 
rhythm early on.

At the end of the first 
quarter, the score was tied 
and it appeared it could be 
anyone’s game.

However, Kilcunda 
quickly adjusted to their 
opposition and gradually 
took control of the game.
Final scores: Kilcunda Bass 
33 def Dalyston 17.
Best on court: Juliette 
Townsend.

D Grade
Coming off a disappoint-
ing loss, the team was ea-
ger to get back on court 
and prove what they’re 
made of.

Despite missing players 
due to injury and unavail-
ability, the group adapted 
seamlessly to new posi-
tions, maintaining their 
focus and determination.

Kilcunda Bass came 
out firing, executing set 
plays with precision, just 
as practiced at training, 
resulting in a strong 8–3 
lead at the end of the first 
quarter.

The team’s hard work, 
persistence and teamwork 
were evident throughout 
the match as they contin-
ued to build momentum 
and extend the margin.

Final scores: Kilcunda 
Bass 33 def Dalyston 20.
Best on court and recipient 
of the Foodworks voucher: 
Charlotte Adam.

U17s
Coming off a team build-
ing pilates and dinner 
night, team morale was 
high.

Focusing on voice on 
the court, supporting each 
other and effort, the girls 
set out against Dalyston.

They had a consistent 
four quarters, with every-
one putting in effort and 
contributing to the team.

Goalers had a tough 
job but handled the extra 
pressure well.

Due to missing play-
ers and coaches, positions 
were shuffled however 
that did not phase anyone.

The team give a shout-
out to Charlotte for coach-
ing her first game and Mil-
lie Gold who played well in 
the ring.

Final scores: Kilcunda 
Bass 12 def by Dalyston 
34.
Best on ground: Hope Oats.

U15s
A week off to reset and work 
hard at training proved to 
be just what the Kilcunda 
Bass U15s needed.

The girls went into 
this weekend’s game with 
a fair bit of confidence 
which they had been lack-
ing over recent weeks and 
with that newfound confi-
dence came a reconnected 
team.

Putting what they have 
been working on at train-
ing out onto the court 
and seeing it come to life 
makes all the hard work 
worth it.

The girls have been 
working to correct mis-
takes in past games and 
sometimes that’s the win-
ning formula.

Dalyston didn’t let Kil-
cunda Bass have it all 
their own way, applied 
pressure leading the team 
to work harder to ensure 
the scoreboard continued 
to tick over.

With the pressure on, 
Kilcunda Bass adjusted 
their game and lifted the 
intensity, seeing the girls 
come away with a con-
vincing win at the end  

of the match.
Best on court: Ciara Santo-
rini for her dominance in 
the goal ring and Kealey 
Trewavis for her strong 
defensive work.
Final scores: Kilcunda Bass 
33 def Dalyston 22.

U13s
The Kilcunda Bass U13s 
took to the court with de-
termination, energy and 
great team spirit, paying 
off with a well-deserved 
second win of the season.

From the first whistle, 
the team showed fantastic 
communication and move-
ment, with strong passes 
and clever play down the 
court.

Defence worked hard, 
making it tough for Da-
lyston while Kilcunda 
Bass’ shooters stayed cool 
under pressure and nailed 
some impressive goals.

Every player gave their 
all, and the teamwork 
and sportsmanship shone 
through.

The improvement from 
the start of the season is 
clear, and the smiles at the 
end said it all, this team is 
growing in confidence.
Best on court: Frankie and 
Emily.

U11s
The sun shone bright as 
Kilcunda Bass’ U11s took 
on Dalyston this week.

With a full team on 
board, coaches were able 
to give the kids a turn in a 
few positions.

The team made up of a 
few newbies, it was good 
to see them having a go 
and trying to implement 
some things they have 
been working on at train-
ing.

Dalyston in their usual 
form always bring a good 
brand of netball and were 
a little too strong, run-
ning away to a nine-goal 
win. Best on court: Molly 
for her improvement in 
defence, implementing 
the turn and box the team 
have been working on.
Maccas award: Ebony for 
her good intercepts.

Kilcunda Bass bring strong 
performance on the courts

A Grade’s Grace Rand working hard in Wing Attack.Esther Evans remains composed in Goal Defence during the  
B Grade match.
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WED 14 MAY

HIGH 1:25 am
2.50 m

LOW 7:24 am
0.67 m

HIGH 2:33 pm
3.02 m

LOW 8:17 pm
1.25 m

THU 15 MAY

HIGH 2:05 am
2.56 m

LOW 8:02 am
0.60 m

HIGH 3:12 pm
3.10 m

LOW 8:54 pm
1.21 m

FRI 16 MAY

HIGH 2:43 am
2.60 m

LOW 8:40 am
0.56 m

HIGH 3:48 pm
3.12 m

LOW 9:29 pm
1.19 m

SAT 17 MAY

HIGH 3:20 am
2.63 m

LOW 9:16 am
0.55 m

HIGH 4:25 pm
3.11 m

LOW 10:02 pm
1.18 m

SUN 18 MAY

HIGH 3:57 am
2.63 m

LOW 9:51 am
0.57 m

HIGH 5:00 pm
3.06 m

LOW 10:36 pm
1.18 m

MON 19 MAY

HIGH 4:33 am
2.61 m

LOW 10:27 am
0.60 m

HIGH 5:34 pm
3.00 m

LOW 11:11 pm
1.17 m

TUE 20 MAY

HIGH 5:12 am
2.58 m

LOW 11:03 am
0.66 m

HIGH 6:08 pm
2.93 m

LOW 11:46 pm
1.16 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – May 2025

2/7/25, 12:34 PM Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology

www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/print.php?aac=VIC_TP013&type=tide&date=14-5-2025&region=VIC&tz=Australia/Melbourne&tz_js=AEDT&days=7 1/1

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK. LOW TIDE IS MARKED IN RED.

From page 32
With impressive team-

work and skills, the boys 
took to the ground and se-
cured the lead against In-
verloch Kongwak from the 
beginning.

Callum Chambers in 
the ruck was spot on, and 
defence was strong from 
Miller Sund, Archie Dal-
linger, Ari de Fazio, Ry 
Sheers and Max Carville.

A Flynn Riley goal early 
in the first quarter set the 
team in motion.

Movement in the middle 
and pressure from Brax 
Scheibel, Kolby Carton, 
Jarrah Rutherford, Balin 
Riky and Jax Marshall 
motivated the boys who 
found the space and won 
the contests.

Tijian Coldora was 
catch-me-if-you-can and 
goals from Kai Denblyden, 
Flynn Riley, Taj Piera and 
Archie Robinson saw the 
Island ahead for the whole 
game.

A shoutout to Jett Fawaz 
who played up, played well 
and kicked a goal.
Awards: Riley Whyte, Roc-
co Archer, Tijian Coldora 
and Callum Chambers.
Final scores: Phillip Island 
63 def Inverloch Kongwak 
25.

U14 Girls
On Friday night led by Cap-
tain Hailey, the U14 Girls’ 
football match between 
Phillip Island and Dalyston 
was a showcase of grit, 
with Dalyston ultimately 
taking the win, but not 
without a serious challenge 
from Phillip Island.

Dalyston came out 
strong early, using clean 
ball movement and sharp 
kicks to take the lead.

However, Phillip Island 
refused to back down.

With standout perfor-
mances from Isla H, Char-
lee, Madi and Indi C, they 
forced several turnovers 
and kept the pressure high.

Although Phillip Island 
couldn’t close the gap on 
the scoreboard and despite 
the final score not falling in 
their favour, Phillip Island 
impressed with their defen-
sive pressure throughout 

the match.
The backline worked 

tirelessly, constantly push-
ing back against Dalyston’s 
attacking force and making 
every goal hard-earned.
Final scores: Phillip Is-
land: 1.0.6 def by Dalyston: 
8.7.55.

U12 Blue
In a home match against 
Inverloch, the U12 Blue 
Bulldogs put on a strong 
four-quarter performance, 
claiming a well-deserved 
win and delivering the per-
fect Mother’s Day gift.

After Inverloch opened 
the scoring midway 
through the first, the Bull-
dogs hit back quickly with 
goals from a fast-moving 
forward line.

Defenders Zed, Kash, 
Zaine and Cody worked 
hard under pressure, keep-
ing Inverloch at bay with 
disciplined marking and 
long, clearing kicks.

The second quarter saw 
some standout play, with a 
brilliant chain from Jett to 
Max, then to Reeve, setting 
up another forward push.

Noah’s clean ground-
ball work earned him goal 
of the match, before Max 
capitalised on his own 
midfield efforts with a well-
earned major.

Despite a strong Inver-
loch push early in the third, 
the Bulldogs answered 
through dominant ruck 
work from Ray and a classy 
left-foot snap from Max.

Final-quarter goals from 
Noah and Max sealed the 
game.
Awards: Remy, Reeve and 
Max.
Mother’s Day Award: Bea, 
Alison and all the other 
mums.

U12 Red
The U12 Red team trav-
elled to Leongatha and 
were greeted with perfect 
conditions.

Brock Larsson led his 
team and they put in a 
gutsy performance.

Although the score-
board didn’t fall in their fa-
vour, the team fought right 
to the final siren.

The team’s sportsman-

ship stood out and each 
player showed encourage-
ment towards each other.
Awards: Brock Larsson, 
Logan Regnier, Jasper 
Goodall, Leith Cameron 
and Eddie Maier.

U10 Blue
The sun shone brightly 
over the field for the highly 
anticipated Mother’s Day 
match against Inverloch.

The U10s delivered an 
inspiring performance 
showcasing determina-
tion, teamwork and heart 
in a goal-for-goal contest.

The boys never gave up, 
fighting hard and playing 
an exciting game.

A special congratula-
tions goes to well-deserv-
ing award winners. Cody 
Sheers was named best on 
ground for his outstanding 
play, while Lathan Lucas, 
Kai Soussa and Morrison 
Conway were also rec-
ognised for their efforts 
throughout the match.

The team would also 
like to give a heartfelt 
thank you to Lisa Lucas, 
team manager.

Her dedication, or-
ganisation and tireless 
contributions behind the 
scenes play a huge part in 
keeping the team running 
smoothly.

U10 Red
This past Sunday morn-
ing, the U10 Red pups trav-
elled to Leongatha to take 
on the Parrots.

It was a glorious au-
tumn morning, with the 
sun shining for a perfect 
Mother’s Day game.

The pups came out 
strong from the first quar-
ter, displaying excellent 
teamwork, moving the 
ball smoothly and capably 
through the field whilst 
working with unified ef-
fort and skill throughout 
the quarters.

The team did a sensa-
tional job at reading the 
field and staying in pro-
cession of the ball for most 
of the game.

Well done to the team.
Best player awards: Nate, 
Sid, Seb, Levi N and  
Xander.

SPORT

Island juniors work hard
U12 Reds: Logan Regnier, Leith Cameron, Jasper Goodall, Brock Larsson and Eddie Maier.

FOOTBALL

Seniors
After a week off, Kilcunda 
Bass’ Seniors were excited 
to get back into things and 
there could be no better 
way to do that than taking 
down rivals from down the 
highway in Dalyston.

Dalyston jumped Bass at 
the start, kicking the first 
three goals of the game, be-
fore Kilcunda Bass finally 
hit the scoreboard with a 
major in the 15th minute of 
the first.

For the remainder of 
the first half, it was a hard 
scrap.

At half time, Kilcunda 
Bass led 41-38.

After half time the match 
proved much of the same.

A tough fought battle 
with both teams kicking 
crucial goals.

By the final quarter 
though, Kilcunda Bass 
switched into another gear 
and ran with it, kicking 
seven goals in the fourth 
quarter compared to Da-
lyston’s two.

Final scores: Kilcunda 
Bass 103 def Dalyston 69.

Best on ground: Trent 
Cartmel.

Reserves
From years past, the Kil-
cunda Bass Reserves knew 
that the game against Da-
lyston was going to be a 
tough slog.

Kilcunda Bass looked in 
great shape heading into 
this one and were confident 
they could get the job done.

The whole game was a 
hard fight, but Kilcunda 
Bass looked the better side 
all day with some great ball 
movement and fantastic 
teamwork.

Final scores: Kilcunda 
Bass 73 def Dalyston 44.

Best on ground: Angus 
McGillivray.

Veterans
It was an even contest for 
the Veterans throughout 
the first half, with neither 
side giving an inch.

At three-quarter time, 
Tooradin held a narrow 
11-point lead.

In the final term, they 
managed to pull away, 
eventually securing a 
17-point win over a deter-
mined Kilcunda Bass side.

Both teams played with 
great spirit and skill in a 
hard-fought game.

U14s
The weekend’s Mother’s 
Day round was a tough 
outing for Kilcunda Bass in 
their latest U14s clash, tak-
ing on a well-drilled and 
fast-starting Wonthaggi 
outfit.

From the first bounce, 
Wonthaggi asserted domi-
nance, kicking six unan-
swered goals in quick suc-
cession during the opening 
quarter.

Their midfield pressure 
and clean ball use gave 
them control early, putting 
Kilcunda Bass on the back 
foot.

Despite the early blow, 
Kilcunda Bass showed 
plenty of grit.

After halftime, they be-
gan to find their rhythm, 
tightening up defensively 
and pushing forward with 
more purpose.

The second half saw a 
much more balanced con-
test, with Kilcunda Bass 
matching Wonthaggi in 
intensity and producing 
some strong passages of 
play.

However, the damage 
had been done early and 
Wonthaggi’s lead proved 
too much to reel in.

While the result didn’t 
go their way, Kilcunda  
Bass can take plenty of pos-
itives from their second- 

half performance.
The team will now look 

to carry that momentum 
into next week’s match and 
aim for a four-quarter per-
formance.

Best on ground: Justin 
Braumann-Hall, Jarvis 
Stafferton, Harvey Oates, 
Hunter Bettles, Brady 
Van Steensel and Cooper 
Brown.

U12s
Mother’s Day was celebrat-
ed at Bass when Kilcunda 
Bass played Wonthaggi 
Power in a physical hard 
game with strong tackles 
from both sides.

Bass led halftime by 
17-points with Power kick-
ing two points for the half.

Power responded kick-
ing two quick goals after 
the break but Bass’ mid-
field and forward pushed 
back and kicked three 
goals for the quarter while 
the backline only conceded 
another point.

Bass dominated the last, 
kicking 3-6 and keeping 
Wonthaggi scoreless, ce-
menting the win by 46.

Eight goal contributors 
assisted Bass, with Alfie 
Russo leading with two.

Coach Nick Russo 
praised the entire team for 
their efforts and attack on 
the ball.

Awards: Austin Bennett, 
Jack Caffrey, Rory Nicho-
las, Byron Dinnie and Kai-
den Evans.

U10s
Coming off a tough game 
last week the Kilcunda 
Bass kids had some things 
to practice at training as 
they prepared for their 
match against Wonthaggi. 
Working hard all game, the 
kids displayed impressive 
effort and intensity, and 
should feel proud of their 
efforts.

Strong team performance 
in Mother’s Day round

Kilcunda Bass Senior, Daniel Mock moves in for a tackle against Dalyston.
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2 TOSCANA RISE, COWES

• Situated on an elevated allotment of approx. 1003m2 
with breathtaking views of Westernport Bay and 
beyond, just a short stroll to Red Rocks Beach

• FEATURES: double glazing, 2 living areas, 
hardwood floors, internal lift, plantation 
shutters, expansive entertainer’s balcony, walk-
in butler’s pantry, fully fenced established yard

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/4 cars
$1,950,000 TO $1,980,000

2/3 SAPPHIRE VIEW, SAN REMO

• Beautifully appointed ground floor apartment 
with private patio offering breathtaking views

• Undercover alfresco area, light & bright open 
plan living, stone benchtops, modern appliances

• 2 bedrooms/1 bathroom
$440,000 TO $450,000

532 VENTNOR BEACH ROAD, VENTNOR

• Situated on a sprawling 4000m2 (approx.) 
block in a Low-Density Residential Zone, this 
property presents a unique opportunity for a 
2-lot subdivision (STCA)

• Beautiful home featuring 2 expansive living areas, 
brand new open plan kitchen, separate cottage/
bungalow

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 car garage 
NEW PRICE - $1,490,000

COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave
5952 2633

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade
5678 5408

www.alexscott.com.au

31 GENISTA STREET, SAN REMO

• Two for one!  Best of coastal living with 2 
separate homes perfect for extra rental income 
or work studio/office.

• Stunning bay views and prime location, 5-minute 
stroll to township and 10 minutes to family 
friendly swimming beach.

• 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, double lock up 
garage, 959m2 block.

$1,200,000-$1,300,000 

6 PINEDALE AVENUE, CAPE WOOLAMAI

• This well-proportioned, single level brick home 
is the perfect haven for the next family to enjoy.

• 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 dining areas, 
extensive undercover outdoor entertainment 
area & double garage.

• Just a 10-minute walk from the family friendly 
bay swimming beach and coastal walking track

$845,000
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Island juniors work hard
FOOTBALL

U16 Girls
The Phillip Island Youth Girls 
bounced back this week after 
their tough loss to Warragul.

In picture perfect condi-
tions at Nar Nar Goon on 
Mother’s Day, the girls took 
control of the game from the 
first bounce.

Ruby Kent-Ford was domi-
nant in the ruck while on-
ballers Gisele Smith, Lily 
“Elbow” Bow and Miki Leary 
consistently won the clear-
ances.

Gemma Fischer was relish-
ing her time up forward get-
ting her hands on the ball on 
numerous occasions, while 
Scarlett “Scar” Rees was a 
strong presence up forward.

After a couple of minor 
scores, the girls finally got 
their first goal on the board 
and did not let up for the rest 
of the game.

Continual rotations saw all 
girls get an opportunity up 
forward.

Luna Bowker demonstrat-
ed great attack at the ball, 
while Jazz “Cuz” Campbell 
continues to improve and im-
press each week.

Welcomed back for her first 
game was Piper “Pip” Nicolaci 
and it didn’t take long for the 
Nicolaci sisters to combine, 
with older sister Brinkley pro-
viding a great shepherd for 
Piper who ran in to score a 
goal.

Stellah Tilley was also re-
warded with her first goal ever 
and Kyra Carton was out to 
prove that she prefers to play 

forward snagging a quick fire 
three goals in the second half.

Lily “Elbow” Bow showed 
her footy smarts throughout 
the game racking up numer-
ous possessions and even 
taking three or four bounces 
from the wing into the 50 to 
set up another goal.

Captain Tess Ricardo also 
lead from the front in defence 
and when on the ball, seemed 
to step seamlessly through 
traffic and was unlucky not to 
score her first goal of the sea-
son.

The team also welcomed 

back Ruby “Kingy” King to 
the team for her first game.

This was a fantastic team 
effort with Scarlett Rees also 
putting in a solid quarter in 
the ruck and Lili O’Loughlin 
dominating both in defence 
and when thrown forward.

Thanks to all the girls who 
volunteered and played a 
quarter for the Nar Nar Goon 
team and to Jayla Loughridge 
(injured) and her mum who 
drove all the way to the Goon 
to support the team.
Final score: Phillip Island 
11.6.82 def Nar Nar Goon 0.1.1.

Best: Lily “Elbow” Bow, Lili 
O’Loughlin, Gemma Fischer, 
Ruby Kent-Ford, Gisele Smith 
and Brinkley Nicolaci.
Goals: Kyra Carton 3, Stel-
lah Tilley, Brinkley Nicolaci, 
Lily “Elbow” Bow, Ruby Kent-
Ford, Piper Nicolaci, Gisele 
Smith, Miki Leary and Gem-
ma Fischer.

U14 Red
The U14 Reds took on Leon-
gatha on Mother’s Day.

Captain Zane said some 
lovely words to the mums pre-
game to acknowledge all the 
duties throughout the season.

Leongatha started strong 
with early goals and plenty of 
hands on the ball.

The Island had many op-
portunities to kick a goal but 
unfortunately couldn’t con-
vert and added a few behinds 
to the scoreboard.

Half time scores: Leon-
gatha 23 and Island 3.

In the third quarter, the Is-
land came out firing with two 
quick goals and were back in 
the game with goals coming 
from key players Zane and 
Denver.

The fourth quarter was 
evenly matched, but Leon-
gatha converted on several oc-
casions to increase their lead.

Phillip Island went down 
by 33 points.
Best players: Roy, Jeadah, Fly-
nn, Kane and Lachie.

U14 Blue
It was a cracking day full of 
sunshine and a home ground 
win for the U14 Blue team and 
their mums on Mother’s Day.

Continued on page 31

The Island U16 Girls and their mums. The team celebrated a decisive win over Nar Nar Goon. More photos at pisra.com.au/sport

U14 Red players (from left): Roy Paterson, Jedah Chard-Richards, Kane 
Patton, Loklan Newstead and Flynn Doig.
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