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Visitors from Melbourne con-
verged on Phillip Island over the 
weekend, enjoying their fi rst week-
end away since lockdown ended.

The island was abuzz with activ-
ity, with local businesses report-
ing a massive increase in trade.

The IGA supermarkets in Cowes 
and San Remo were both extreme-
ly busy.

“It was fl at stick for us, we no-
ticed a lot of extra people,” said 
Konny Behre from IGA Cowes, 
describing it as on par with a busy 
long weekend.

Shayne Crawford, manager at 
IGA San Remo agreed.

“On Friday, it went mental. Sat-
urday was our busiest day, and 
it was equivalent to summer or 
Christmas sales.”

As soon as the “ring of steel” of-
fi cially disbanded from midnight 
on November 8, visitors and home-
owners started arriving.

Konny said customer traffi c 
built up across the week, although 
there was a defi nite increase be-
fore the end of lockdown.

“It started well and truly before 
the Monday,” she said.

Shayne described it as a gradual 
incline, before exploding over the 
weekend.

“There were fl ocks of people 
everywhere. There was not a car 
space in San Remo all weekend.

“Our sales have been consistent 
through Covid, but now it’s gone 
to the next level.

“We’re going from the busiest 
winter we’ve ever had to what’s 
probably going to be our busiest 
summer.”

“Insane”
Local retailers and hospitality 

were also run off their feet, with 
restaurants booked out across the 
weekend.

Neil Gillin at Rusty Water Brew-
ery Restaurant and Bar said the 
restaurant was fully booked for 
dinner both nights by Friday af-
ternoon, with just a few spots left 
for lunch on Saturday and Sunday.

In Cowes, coffee shop G’day Ti-
ger experienced “pretty substan-

tial” numbers over the weekend, 
with Jonathan Bentley likening it 
to the summer holidays.

“Sunday morning was probably 
our busiest morning ever. It was 
huge.”

Cheryl Owens from Cape Winds 
giftware store in San Remo said it 
was “the most insane weekend we 
have ever had”, and even with the 
10-person limit instore, they had 
record sales on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday.

The huge demand made moni-
toring the numbers instore tricky.

“We had to put an extra person 
at the door to control the 10-per-
son limit.

“But sales-wise, it was absolute-
ly incredible.”

The only sour note was a con-
frontation on Friday with a cus-
tomer refusing to wear a mask 
when asked.

“She was straight up angry, say-
ing ‘it’s my right. I don’t have to 
wear it’.

“I explained to her, it was the 
government guidelines. I’m trying 

to protect the community, other 
shoppers, staff and myself,” Cher-
yl said.

“But mostly people were great. They 
said how much they’d missed us.”

Traffic
Traffi c was busy over the week-

end, reminiscent of summer num-
bers.

Mostly traffi c fl owed smoothly, 
although motorists faced delays 
getting off the island on Sunday 
night.

Reports on the popular Phillip 
Island Traffi c Check Facebook 
page showed travel time between 
Cowes and San Remo on Sunday 
afternoon was over one hour.

Another person reported traffi c 
was banked up to from the island 
to Bass.

The heavy traffi c was the fi rst 
real test for the new roundabouts 
at Woolamai Beach Road and 
Back Beach Road, which they 
passed with fl ying colours, mak-
ing life easier for drivers trying to 
access Phillip Island Road.
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Christmas is just six weeks away 
and the holiday bookings are coming 
thick and fast.

Victorians keen to enjoy a festive 
season after a tough year are snapping 
up houses across Phillip Island, eager 
to secure themselves a happy holiday.

Simone Fox, the Holiday Rental De-
partment Manager at O’Brien Real Es-
tate in Cowes described it as “crazy”, 
saying she had no properties available 
between December 27 and January 3.

“That was the fi rst week to book out, 
but we’ve got people wanting to come the 
week before Christmas, and we’re get-
ting bookings right through to Easter.”

Melbourne coming out of lock-
down and the end of the “ring of steel” 
prompted a fl urry of calls.

“We walked into the offi ce to hun-
dreds of booking requests,” she said.

Adding to the workload, in the same 
week, the schedule for the 2021 Moto 
GP was announced, confi rming Octo-
ber 24 as the date for the race on Phil-
lip Island.

“As soon as the date was released, 
everyone was trying to book for the 
Moto GP.”

And the phone kept ringing, with 
plenty of people keen to visit Phillip 
Island over the weekend.

“I walked in on Monday and there 
were over 40 requests from people 
wanting to come this weekend.”

The busy workload is a relief after 
Covid restrictions decimated book-
ings for the past eight to ten months.

“It’s so much nicer being fl at out and 
busy. I’m grateful for it, that’s for sure.”

Other agents experienced similar 
demand and are predicting a busy 
holiday season.

Alex Scott Real Estate in Cowes 
said the fi rst two weeks of Christmas 
holidays were already fully booked, 
while First National Real Estate said 
they were fully booked from Boxing 
Day until mid-January.

Michael McLeod from First Nation-
al said holiday rentals were extremely 
busy, with bookings going all the way 
out to February.

Bookings for the Moto GP were 
also strong and he called it “a perfect 
storm” when the GP announcement 
coincided with the end of lockdown.

“It’s really nice to have the phones 
going and everyone is busy,” he said.

With enquiries about holiday book-
ings continuing to fl ood in, Michael 
said they were looking for new prop-
erties to meet the demand and predict-
ed a busy summer.

Owners return
The high demand has been exacer-

bated by some owners deciding not 
to rent out their properties during the 
holidays.

“Our owners have been in lock 
down too and many are wanting to 
use the properties themselves,” ex-
plained Simone.

Continued page 4

Christmas 
booked out!

The streets of Cowes were busy over the weekend, with traffi c in Thompson Avenue at summer holiday levels.The streets of Cowes were busy over the weekend, with traffi c in Thompson Avenue at summer holiday levels.

They’re back!
A bumper weekend for local traders

Your Community Voice!
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Extra units were rostered on for 
the weekend to deal with the influx 
of visitors, with local police saying 
there were no major incidents.

Cowes police said it was a very 
busy weekend and there were 
regular patrols to check on Covid 
compliance.

Acting Senior Sergeant Craig 
Van Breugel from Victoria Police 
said they maintained a visible 
presence across the weekend.

“We had additional units from 
Latrobe Valley down for the 
weekend because of the expected 
surge.”

He described the weekend as “a 
bit like the start of a normal holi-
day period” and said that general-

ly people had been well behaved.
“We knew there would be a lot 

of people coming into the area 
and we wanted a decent police 
presence, in light of the fact there 
are still restrictions in place.”

Acting Senior Sergeant Van 
Breugel praised the local ho-
tels for their management of the 
crowds.

“We contacted the licensees 
before the weekend, because we 
were aware there were going to 
be a significant amount of peo-
ple,” he said.

“They were keen to work with 
police to ensure they weren’t in-
advertently breaching restric-
tions.”

He also said police were avail-
able to help any local businesses 
enforce the Chief Health Officer’s 
orders.

In response to reports of cus-
tomers arguing with store own-
ers about wearing masks, he 
said no one “should have to put 
up with that”.

“Business owners have the right 
to admit people or reject them as 
they see fit.

“Owners are entitled to ask 
someone to leave their shop and 
if the person refuses, police will 
come and assist,” he said, say-
ing people could be charged with 
trespass or breaching the peace.

Highway patrols and Operation 

Compass – focusing on traffic be-
haviour and following the road 
rules – were also in action.

“Overall, it was a good result, 
good for business and we were 
pretty pleased with the way peo-
ple conducted themselves,” Acting 
Senior Sergeant Van Breugel said.

With many busy weekends 
ahead, he said police were pre-
pared for a busy season.

“We will be ready. There will be 
extra police here over summer.

“We normally increase num-
bers from mid-December, and 
with Schoolies coming up, we 
will have extra police down here 
from the end of November until 
the end of January.”

Police pleased with weekend

With holiday homeowners re-
turning to the area, green waste 
bins filled to the brim could be seen 
on every kerb across the island.

Bass Coast Shire Council said 
over 900 travel exemption per-
mits were issued in the week 
before the “ring of steel” was dis-
banded.

While Melbourne was still 
under lockdown, the permits 
allowed owners to come and 

prepare their properties for the 
bushfire season.

This was followed by an influx 
of homeowners and visitors once 
Melbourne’s lockdown formally 
ended.

A council spokesperson said 
there had been an increase in 
the amount collected from kerb-
side green bins over the past two 
weeks.

“This could be attributable to 

both people now being able to vis-
it their properties, and the spring 
weather. With warmth, then rain 
and then warmth again, this has 
made conditions perfect for plant 
growth.”

Although council said the first 
weeks of the fee-free green waste 
period had been quieter than usu-
al, they were expecting the next 
two weeks to be extremely busy.

Anyone visiting the council 

waste facilities is reminded they 
must wear a mask and practice 
social distancing.

“We also ask you to stay in your 
vehicle until directed by an atten-
dant,” the council spokesperson 
said.

“In periods of high demand, a 
facility may close 30 minutes be-
fore the scheduled closing time, 
to allow for the unloading of ve-
hicles already on site.”

Green waste collection grows

Cafes, restaurants and bars across the island were filled with visitors happy to escape the Melbourne lockdown.
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Conservationists have been critical – with 
some support – of the Phillip Island Nature 
Parks’ wildlife plan, which seeks to control 
growing populations of Cape Barren geese, wal-
labies and possums.

The draft Wildlife Management Plan, released 
last week and open for community feedback 
until January 17, walks the razor’s edge for a 
wildlife body such as PINP because it proposes 
a “range of control options, including non-lethal 
methods” for these animals.

It seeks to strike a balance with the island’s 
growing human population and comes in re-
sponse to concerns expressed last year by farm-
ers and other groups – such as the golf course 
and Newhaven College – that Cape Barren geese 
were “pooing and chewing” their way through 
the landscape.

The Grand Prix circuit also reported danger-
ous bird strike for drivers, while residents re-
ported significant damage from wallabies and 
possums to gardens and businesses such as a 
winery.

The wildlife plan calls for further research to 
understand goose internal parasites, with “con-
cerns by some community members about the 
spread of pathogens by the geese”, which is cur-
rently being investigated by Federation Univer-
sity and Nature Parks.

The wildlife plan – which has been created 
with PINP, Bass Coast Shire, farmers, and state 
government – suggests methods to control these 
animal populations including:

• Issuing of Authorities To Control Wildlife 
(ATCW) permits for up to three years, includ-
ing geese egg removal and addling (temporarily 
removing fertilized eggs to terminate embryo 
development);

• introduce native predators on Phillip Island 
such as owls and quolls;

• the use of browsing repellents (such as Sen-
tree) on revegetation areas;

• exclusion netting/fencing to protect pasture, 
and decoy crops to remove pressure on commer-
cial pasture;

• alternative fresh water sources for wildlife 
away from roadsides; and

• The Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal 
Corporation could access wildlife on Phillip 
Island for cultural use by its members, such as 
harvesting eggs, in a similar way to the harvest 
of mutton birds on Bass Strait islands. BLCAC 
CEO Dan Turnbull said while the details had yet 
to be decided, this measure would once again 

allow traditional owners to access resources to 
keep cultural practices alive.

The Plan does not rule out lethal methods, and 
adds “the number of applications for lethal con-
trol (of geese) have increased in recent years” 
across Phillip Island, but acknowledges this has 
had limited effectiveness because of the mobility 
of the birds. 

It also acknowledges lethal control is a “point 
of contention” in the community and that farm-
ers prefer to avoid harming birds or “impacting 
the island’s reputation”.

“Where the management of wildlife is justi-
fied, it will be appropriate, humane and effective 
in achieving the desired result,” the plan states.

Conservation response
Conservationists said they were still reading 

the details of the report, with Phillip Island Con-
servation Society president Jeff Nottle critical 
of the initial timeframe of 23 working days for 
community response, describing it as “unrealis-
tic”, arguing for a longer 90 days.

The Nature Parks has since announced con-
sultation will be extended until January 17, 2021.

“It is important the community be given ev-
ery opportunity to consider the issues, many 
of which are considered sensitive,” Mr Nottle 
said, adding anyone still concerned with the 
timeframe should contact the Department of  
Environment, Land, Water and Planning at 
swp@delwp.vic.gov.au

“It should not be rushed through particularly 
with pandemic restrictions in place preventing 
indoor meetings and the issues the community 
is facing at this time.”

He said the draft plan seemed to lack “evi-
dence-based decisions”, while it also needed 
to address the “urgent issue” of destruction of 
habitat and felling of mature trees on private 
properties.

“Living with wildlife is a key issue for conser-
vationists and those who recognise the impor-
tance of our natural world in our local commu-
nity and worldwide,” he said.

“Our wildlife is a key foundation of the Phillip 
Island community and economy and getting this 
plan right is most important.”

Mr Nottle acknowledged the draft plan includ-
ed PICS feedback, including the suggestion that 

drinking water be available for wildlife away 
from roadsides.

The PICS Facebook site had several early com-
ments about the plan, with one respondent stat-
ing: “Why are they proposing to “manage the 
wildlife” and not the humans?”

Another respondent agreed, also critical of the 
short time frame for comment on a “contentious” 
issue, saying there was little time for the plan to 
be “widely circulated in the community to resi-
dents, wildlife rescuers and welfare volunteers, 
or for anyone to get their head around what this 
wordy jargon actually might mean for our pre-
cious wildlife”.

Long-time conservationists Patsy Hunt and 
Maurice Schinkel criticised the Nature Parks for 
releasing this draft wildlife plan, with the organ-
isation now no longer producing their regular 
Environmental Management Plan.

“The last EMP was for 2012-2017 and cov-
ered the whole area of PINP land site by site, 
and dealt with the matters such as actions to 
deal with perceived populations of wildlife. 
The discontinuing of the EMP is an unfortu-
nate occurrence,” they said.

Feedback is now open until January 17, 2021 on the Wildlife Plan, which is looking at ways to control populations of Cape Barren Geese, 
along with wallabies and possums on Phillip Island. Photo Katrina Lawrence.

Nature Parks walks razor’s edge on wildlife plan

The consultation period on the new Phillip 
Island Wildlife Plan has been extended

Originally scheduled for a four-week con-
sultation period, the draft plan will now be 
available for feedback on the Engage Victo-
ria website until January 17, 2021.

A spokesperson for the Department of 
Environment Land Water and Planning 
said the decision to extend the consultation 

came after a number of requests from the 
community.

She said it would allow for careful consid-
eration of the draft plan and provide time for 
community groups to meet before submit-
ting their feedback.

View the draft plan and comment at en-
gage.vic.gov.au/development-phillip-island-
millowl-wildlife-plan

Consultation period extended
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Wildlife plan: the numbers

This festive season you can give the perfect gift and 
support the Victorian businesses you love.

Discover how at
visitvictoria.com/clickforvic

GIVE THE GIFT OF VICTORIA 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON.

Pud For All Seasons, Castlemaine Dirty Three Wines, Inverloch

Christmas 
booked out!

From page 1
“So while we’re busy, there are 

not going to be as many guests.”
A representative for Alex Scott 

said they have had to cancel some 
bookings because owners decided 
to use the house themselves.

And she said as well as the regu-
lar annual visitors, there’s plenty 
of new bookings too.

“We’re mainly booking families. 
They want to come for a week or 
so, not just for three nights.

“Most of our bookings are for 
seven nights or more.

“It’s definitely busier than usu-
al,” she said, predicting a busy 
summer based on bookings so far.

“January is looking pretty full.
“We hope the weather is good so 

everyone can get out and about. It 
will be fabulous.”

Holiday hiccup
For one local landlord, the Christ-

mas wasn’t looking quite so festive, 
after a glitch in the Airbnb website 

lost all their holiday bookings.
The glitch cancelled her book-

ings and wiped her profile from 
the booking site.

With no way to access her pro-
file, she couldn’t contact any of her 
bookings to explain the house was 
still available.

“I had bookings through until 
late next year, including a week 
booked at Christmas.

“They’d paid a deposit, but I couldn’t 
get their details or contact them.”

The certified “super host” who 
has been with Airbnb since 2012 
was in limbo and potentially miss-
ing out on one of the most lucrative 
summer rental markets in years.

After several days and many 
frantic phone calls, the site re-
stored her profile and she said she 
was getting more inquiries than 
normal.

Despite the relief of Airbnb re-
storing her site, she’s feeling fed up.

“This is the third time now I’ve 
had my site compromised.”

Farming
• Cape Barren geese are cost-

ing Phillip Island farmers about 
$2250 per hectare in crop damage, 
or $22,500 for a 10-hectare crop. 
A three-month study last year by 
PINP and Federation University, 
on a Phillip Island sheep and beef 
farm, found wildlife – of which 99 
per cent were geese – were respon-
sible for decreased yield of spring 
crops by 40-65 per cent and summer 
crops by 50-100 per cent;

• Phillip Island land use: 60 per 
cent agriculture, 20 per cent residen-
tial/commercial, 20 per cent PINP.

“Despite the impact of Cape Bar-
ren Geese on crops and pastures, 
many landholders have reported a 
desire to avoid the use of lethal con-
trol due to not wanting to harm the 
birds or impact the Island’s reputa-
tion, safety issues associated with 
the use of firearms and the possible 
repercussion from the community,” 
the wildlife plan states.

“There is a strong desire for more 
effective and sustainable control 
options.”

Cape Barren Geese
• There are few records of geese 

on Phillip Island before 1970. In the 
mid to late 1970s they were released 
at Conservation Hill near Rhyll.

• Annual counts of Cape Barren 
Geese have been undertaken since 
1993 and numbers increased signifi-
cantly in response to the successful 
eradication of foxes from the island. 
There are now about 3000 on the is-
land, up from under 200 in the early 
90s.

Currently the only option for con-
trolling Cape Barren geese on Phil-
lip Island is exclusion, scaring or 
lethal control. Fencing is ineffective 
unless the area can also be covered 
to prevent the birds from flying in. 
Scaring has also proven to be inef-
fective as the birds have become ha-
bituated to humans or the deterrent 
devices.

Swamp Wallabies
• First recorded on Phillip Island in 

the 1850s to 1880s. Through the 1930s 
to 1950s they were scarce and rarely 
seen through to the 1970s. Numbers 
increased through the 1980s;

• GPS trackers attached to 48 wal-
labies in 2018 showed they appeared 
to be more likely to cross roads 
where there are higher speed lim-
its, in more rural and less densely 
populated areas;

• A 2014 study found at least 300 
wallabies are killed each year just 
on the main roads of Phillip Island;

• Wallabies in the Oswin Roberts 
Reserve have been monitored from 
1998 to 2018 indicating the popula-
tion increased for five years.

Wallabies may have benefited 
from the removal of foxes, but the 
increase is more likely due to reveg-
etation projects increasing habitat 
and food

Common Brushtail Possums 
• Established on Phillip Island in 

the 1920s after being introduced by 
local residents;

• They are now abundant on Phil-
lip Island particularly in areas with 
high vegetation, including urban 
zones;

• No repeated surveys have been 
conducted

Exclusion fencing, tree banding 
and control through Authorities To 
Control Wildlife (lethal and non-
lethal) have been used, including on 
eucalyptus trees at the Koala Con-
servation Reserve, to control pos-
sums with “limited success”.

Browsing pressures from pos-
sums – and wallabies – is impact-
ing on vegetation regeneration and 
the recovery of some plants listed 
as vulnerable in Victoria, with 
possums even contributing to tree 
dieback.

Who can you call if you need help 
with injured wildlife?

While a wildlife rescue model is 
not included in the draft Wildlife 
Plan, there are a number of wildlife 
rescue services currently available 
on Phillip Island.

Between 7.30am and 4pm contact 
Phillip Island Nature Parks on 5951 
2800 and select Option 2.

After 4pm, contact Colleen Gilbee 
of Wildlife Rescue and Rehab Shelter 

Bass Coast on 0409 428 162. Colleen 
will attend if possible or provide ad-
vice on what to do. Injured animals 
can be cared for at the shelter and Col-
leen is also a qualified snake catcher.

From 4pm – 7.30am contact Wild-
life Victoria on 8400 7300. (phones 
are staffed until 7pm on weekdays 
and 6.30pm on weekends, with mes-
sages taken outside those hours). 
Cases can also be logged at: wild-
lifevictoria.org.au.

Wildlife rescue continues

Swamp Wallabies were first recorded on Phillip Island between 1850-1880. 
Photo KateCrock @packupandflyaway
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Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.

Council Update

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903 Wonthaggi | PO Box 118, Wonthaggi 
VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or via the National Relay Service (for people 
with speech or hearing difficulties) on 13 36 77 | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au   

Celebrate Social Inclusion Week and International Day of People with disAbility

Fee-Free Green Waste Disposal

Ordinary Council Meeting - 25 November

We're hosting a free online Screening of Award Winning Australian and International Short 
Films to celebrate Social Inclusion Week, 21 to 29 November, and International Day of People 
with disAbility 2020, Thursday, 3 December. Visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/access for more 
information or contact our Community Planning Team on the numbers below.

Council's fee-free green waste disposal period runs until 22 November 2020. During this 
period, residents and property owners are able to dispose of domestic sized loads of green 
waste free of charge at Council waste facilities. For facility locations and opening times  
please visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/wastefacilities. Weed species and species that cannot 
be physically mulched (such as palm fronds) will not be accepted free of charge but can be 
disposed of in your kerbside green-lidded Organics bin. For more information please contact 
Council’s Waste Services Team on the numbers below or visit 

Council’s next meeting will be live-streamed at 1.00pm on Wednesday, 25 November 2020. 
Join us on the live stream link at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/2020meetings.
The proposed items Council may consider:
• Determination of the Period of Office for Mayor and Deputy Mayor
• Election of Mayor
• Election of Deputy Mayor
• Determination of Allowances for Mayor and Councillors
• Recording of Oath or Affirmation of Office by Councillors
• Appointments to Council Committees and External Committees

The agenda is released on Council’s website on Friday, 20 November 2020 
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/2020meetings. There is an opportunity in the Council meeting for 
public questions. If you would like to ask a question please submit your questions in writing 
no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting. 

ROBERT STEEL
0491112240

WWW.4REALPLASTERING.COM.AU

Handmade cookies delivered 
locally and shipped nationally
islandcookiebox@hotmail.com

Between 30 – 40 local business 
operators came to a drop-in session 
at Pino’s Trattoria in Cowes last 
Friday, to discuss plans for outdoor 
dining in the Cowes town centre.

Hosted by the Bass Coast Shire 
Council business support team, the 
session outlined potential options 
for Cowes over the summer season.

While other areas of the shire, 
including Grantville, Inverloch and 
San Remo have moved ahead with 
plans, there is yet to be an agreed 
approach from Cowes traders.

Plans presented at the session in-
cluded Covid circles and temporary 
picnic tables in the Jetty Triangle 
and on the foreshore, a pop-up dining 
area to seat up to 165 at Olive Justice 
Place, laneway closure, and a town 
takeaway system using QR codes and 
online ordering. Examples of signage 
for parklets and fabric space dividers 
were also on display.

The need for more public toilet fa-
cilities was highlighted repeatedly 
as well as who would be responsible 
for cleaning the public spaces.

A “no alcohol” stipulation in the 
proposed town takeaway system was 
also a problem for several traders.

Feedback from North Pier stated: 
“Love this, but to link to our online 
takeaway would require alcohol 
service as well. If we have the li-
cence, why can’t we?”

Pino’s Trattoria also questioned 
the alcohol ban.

“How would we police this, if it’s 
already part of our online order-
ing,” they said.

No road closure
The most contentious issue, the 

potential closure of Thompson Ave-
nue, was not included in the options 
presented at the drop-in session.

Instead Council proposed partial 
road closures and one-way traffi c in 
sections of The Esplanade

According to feedback on the Traf-
fi c Management Plan, many traders, 
including Priceline, Not Just Shoes, 
Wing Lock Restaurant, Anything 
Goes, U-Neek Souvenirs, Front 
Room Boutique, Pollyana, Turn the 
Page and Skunk Ware were opposed 
to a Thompson Avenue closure.

Other traders are lamenting what 
they see as a “missed opportunity”.

Rosa Scarlato from Pino’s could 
not hide her frustration.

“We have a magnifi cent view and 
we don’t do enough with it,” she said.

“We need to embrace the view, have 
party lights and make it (Thompson 
Avenue) more for everyone.”

She criticised the council for not 
doing more to improve the area, 
saying there was “nothing appeal-
ing” about the current streetscape.

“We’re paying rates and making 
money for the council, but get noth-
ing,” she said.

“How much is a coat of paint? 
They need to work on improving the 
streets. There’s no toilets. No facili-
ties for tourists.

“Council should be driving this 
process and it needs an overall vi-
sion. The street is missing out.”

She believes a trial closure of Thomp-
son Avenue “would be very good”.

“Everybody lost money with the 
virus. We should make something 
everybody can participate in.”

Teresa Mahood from Bass Coast 
Shire Council said while some trad-
ers wanted the trial closure, others 
opposed the move, with some stat-
ing it would lose them up to 70 per 
cent of their business.

She said there was the option to 
close Thompson Avenue between 

Chapel Street and The Esplanade in 
the evening over Christmas.

Council will collate all the feed-
back from the session before fi nal-
ising any plans for the area.

Dressed up
Local events businesses will be con-

tracted to help dress the outdoor spac-
es, with representatives from Over the 
Top Events attending the drop-in ses-
sion to explain different options.

Suggestions included artifi -
cial grass, timber fl ooring, clear 
spanned marquees, picnic-style 
tables, festoon and pea style light-
ing and tidying of existing garden 
spaces.

The state government is providing 
grants of up to $5000 for individual 
businesses and up to $250,000 for 
local councils, to organise addition-
al outdoor dining spaces.

Last month it announced it would 
streamline planning approvals to 
make it easier for existing businesses 
to create new outdoor dining areas.

So far, Ocean Reach Brewing, 
Grenache Wine Bar, Hotel, North 
Pier and M&O have applied to create 
“parklets” or outdoor dining areas.

Some attendees told the Advertis-
er the lack of an established traders 
association was hampering discus-
sions in Cowes.

The new Phillip Island Business 
Network was only established last 
month.

“Other areas have active business 
associations that have really driven 
the process,” one said.

Tech geeks will cel-
ebrate, while conspiracy 
theorists may not.

A notice has been 
erected on Chapel Street 
advising an existing site 
mobile phone tower will 
be upgraded to 5G.

The upgrade will see the 
removal of six panel an-
tennas, to be replaced with 
three 5G panels, as well as 
three remote radio units.

Anyone wanting to 
make a submission can 
do so until November 26 
through consultation@ac-
quirecomm.com.au.

A statement from Austra-

lia’s Chief Medical Offi cer, 
Professor Brendan Mur-
phy, earlier this year said 
there was no evidence tele-
communication technolo-
gies, such as 5G, caused 
adverse health impacts.

Telstra has also issued 
a notice advising there 
are no established health 
effects from 5G in rela-
tion to Coronavirus. 

“These claims have 
no basis in science, and 
they have been dismissed 
by both the Australian 
and global scientifi c and 
healthcare communities,” 
the organisation states.

5G comes to Cowes

No clear vision for Cowes

Teresa Mahood and Johana Radford from Bass Coast Shire Council with Kristie Cameron from Over the Top Events 
and Rosa Scarlato from Pino’s at a drop in session to discuss outdoor dining options for Cowes over summer.

Outdoor dining 
plan moving slowly

Over 30 local business operators came to the three-hour drop-in session 
at Pino’s Trattoria in Cowes last week to provide input on plans for out-
door dining in Cowes.
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Every test helps us get closer to a new normal.

Go to work safely. Get back to school. See family.

So even if your symptoms are mild, 

or you’ve been tested before, every test helps.

HELPSEVERY TEST

For testing locations visit 
CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820.

46C Albert Street, Warragul VIC 3820

russell.broadbent.mp@aph.gov.au

03 5623 2064

Russell.Broadbent.94

Supporting local business, 
creates local jobs.

RUSSELL
BROADBENT MP
Federal Member for Monash

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY, CONSULT MAY BE REQUIRED, DEPOSIT REQUIRED

@ R E G E N E R E R M E D I C A LC O S M E T I C S

3 FULL AREAS OF ANTI WRINKLE

$499*

PH: 9555 8401

GIVE ME
THE WORKS

A Ventnor foreshore homeown-
er has criticised Bass Coast Shire 
for destroying a private beach ac-
cess track that has been used by 
three generations of the family.

The criticism comes as the shire 
confirmed several hundred sites 
were currently being investigated 
for encroachment.

Emma Grose said in late Octo-
ber shire officers ripped up stairs 
– leading to the beach on Crown 
land – that had been built and 
maintained by her grandfather 
and great grandfather and used 
by four neighbouring houses.

“My grandparents are heart 
broken, as is our entire family,” 
said Emma, whose family home 
is on Tyro Street.

“We believe this is unfair. At 
no time were my grandparents 
consulted or even advised of the 
closure. We feel this is going to 
destroy the beautiful atmosphere 
of the island we love so much.

“The track is used by an elderly 
resident who cannot use the steep 
purpose-built stairs further down 
the street.

“There are many tracks and 
trails that people utilise for beach 
access, that are not maintained by 
council, but appear after years of 
use and maintenance by residents.”

After dismantling the stairs 
the shire erected a small sign ex-
plaining the “informal beach ac-
cess” had been closed for public 
safety and impact to the environ-
ment.

“Clearing of vegetation on 
Crown land is illegal,” the sign 
said.

“Coastal vegetation protects the 
foreshore and provides essential 
habitat for wildlife. Please use the 
nearest official track.”

A shire spokesman last week 
confirmed the stairs had been 
removed as part of an ongoing 
program, with six other private 
stairs removed in October alone 
across the shire.

“Works under this program are 

being prioritised according to 
safety and risk to the public,” the 
spokesman said.

“Given these stairs in Ventnor 
were not constructed to Aus-
tralian Standards, they were 
deemed a significant risk and a 
high priority for removal.

“As officers identify sites across 
the municipality deemed to be 
illegal and high risk, these will 
also be addressed accordingly.”

The issue comes after coun-
cillors have been unanimous in 
their opposition to private use of 
public land, voting to support a 
clamp down on illegal vegetation 
clearing.

370 sites
The spokesman confirmed 

about 370 sites were currently 
being investigated for encroach-
ment across the shire.

“Encroachment activities that 
pose the highest risk to public 
safety are currently being ad-
dressed as a priority,” he said.

“Where an encroachment ac-
tivity appears to be directly 
linked to an adjacent property, 
the relevant landholder is noti-
fied in writing.

“In contrast, an access track 
and/or stairs such as those in 
Tyro Street are not necessarily 

clearly linked to any one private 
property. As such, the shire does 
not notify adjacent landholders 
but rather acts promptly to best 
protect public safety.”

“Cheeky”
Last year councillors called 

for fines to be increased to 
“$100,000 or more”, as well as 
a roll-out of surveillance, and 
more “tree vandalism” signs 
erected where vegetation has 
been removed.

In 2019 a full-time coast and 
bushland encroachment officer 
started at the shire, who carried 
out an audit of council-managed 
coastal and bushland reserves.

Council has overseen a pro-
gram to address encroachment 
since 2011, clamping down on 
foreshore property owners fur-
tively extending their front 
yards into foreshore land.

This has included one owner 
parking their caravan on Crown 
land, other cases saw house-
holders erect swing sets, sheds, 
a trampoline, firewood storage, 
and a fire pit in a deep hole.

Stairs have also been in the 
shire’s crosshairs, because they 
are not only an encroachment 
issue but also a safety concern, 
when installed by a homeowner 
and not constructed profession-
ally.

Earlier this year, the Adver-
tiser reported that trees along 
Grantville’s foreshore had been 
illegally removed by nearby res-
idents so they could erect home-
made boat ramps.

Former councillor and Silver-
leaves resident Peter Paul said 
encroachment had long been 
an issue on the foreshore, say-
ing the “deliberate” appropria-
tion of Crown land was “beyond 
cheeky”.

“The foreshore belongs to the 
people, everyone has a right to 
access it.”

A 60-year-old former Newhaven College 
music director will appear for trial at the Mel-
bourne County Court on December 8.

Kirk Skinner, a college department head 
until stepping down from the role earlier this 
year, will also appear on contested charges 
at the Latrobe Valley Magistrates’ Court on 
January 29, 2021 for a committal mention.

Mr Skinner, who lives at Woolamai, was 
previously reported to appear at the County 
Court last week. In February Mr Skinner was 
charged with two counts of sexual assault of 
a child under 16, and in August detectives laid 
a further 10 sexual offence charges, charged 
by the Morwell Sexual Offences and Child 
Abuse Investigation Team (SOCIT).

According to the charge sheet, the offences 
occurred across multiple locations, includ-
ing Phillip Island, Woolamai and Wonthaggi, 
dating back every year for the past five years.

Ex-College teacher 
County Court  
appearance set

“Clearing of vegetation on Crown land is illegal,” the Bass Coast 
Shire sign reads, erected after officers destroyed privately-built 
stairs to the beach at Ventnor.

Clampdown on Ventnor foreshore encroachment
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Stay close,
go further.

VISIT THE HIGH COUNTRY

Tarrawingee, High Country

Donovan & Melissa Jacka
Tolpuddle Goat Cheese & Farm FoodsTolpuddle Goat Cheese & Farm Foods

Our cellar door experience is a Our cellar door experience is a 
collaboration with like-minded makers, collaboration with like-minded makers, 
to give visitors a taste of High Country to give visitors a taste of High Country 
cheese and wine. We produce small-cheese and wine. We produce small-
batch delicacies by hand, using only batch delicacies by hand, using only 
the milk from our own dairy goats. the milk from our own dairy goats. 
On Farm Open Days, visitors are invited On Farm Open Days, visitors are invited 
to take things slow – to grab a cheese to take things slow – to grab a cheese 
platter and a bottle of wine, and relax platter and a bottle of wine, and relax 
in the garden, surrounded by our happy, in the garden, surrounded by our happy, 
free-ranging animals.free-ranging animals.

visitvictoria.comvisitvictoria.com
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03 5952 5100    obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes

Joshua Dunstan
General Manager 

0407 558 933

Mike Foenander
Executive Residential 
& Commercial Sales

0408 547 677

Jenni Kent
Property Consultant

 0428 566 643

Greg Davis
Property Consultant

 0488 279 740

Jaime Morris
Property Consultant

 0408 367 310

Michael Wilkinson
Property Consultant

0439 783 294

Oscar Price
Property Consultant 

0467 360 260

 Phillip Island’s most trusted and experienced team.

Here to make a di� erence in Phillip Island and surrounds.
If you would like to know what your property is worth 

in the current market call one of our sales agents today.

The landscape around the newly 
completed roundabout at Cape Wool-
amai is due for a makeover, but no one 
can say when.

With Phillip Island set for a bumper 
summer visitor season, hopefully the 
area will be transformed from a dust 
bowl to a green sea of native plants by 
the time holiday visitors arrive.

Back in August, Regional Roads 
Victoria advised that landscaping 
would begin in September, but to date 
there has been no progress on the site.

When approached again in late Oc-
tober, Sarah Rhodes-Ward, Regional 
Director at the Department of Trans-
port, said they would continue to work 
with Bass Coast Shire Council as the 
landscaping plans were finalised.

“Any landscaping decisions will be 
made in consultation with council and 
will consider the local environment, 
whilst ensuring each roundabout can 
serve its primary road safety func-
tion,” she said at the time.

Last week, a spokesperson for Bass 
Coast Shire Council said 6000 plants 
would be planted in and around the 
roundabout, and that planting will be 

completed progressively, as weather 
permits.

The landscape plan includes a vari-
ety of native species chosen to reflect 
Phillip Island’s diverse landscapes.

The spokesperson said the land-
scape design also “incorporates ele-
ments such as different patterns and 
concrete textures”.

“Plants were selected for their reli-
ability, low maintenance and safety 
with low height indigenous roadside 
plants specifically chosen for their 
natural forms and swamp scrub for its 
improved habitat values.

“Council worked closely with Re-
gional Roads Victoria on the project, 
to ensure the final outcome comple-
mented our unique landscape and did 
not diminish the visitor experience.”

The $10.5 million project at the in-
tersection of Phillip Island and Woola-
mai Beach roads includes a dual-lane 
roundabout, new street lighting and 
footpaths, relocated bus stops and im-
proved pedestrian access. The work is 
ahead of schedule and is expected to 
be completed by late 2020, instead of 
early 2021 as originally planned.

Although the new roundabout at Cape Woolamai is fully operational, 
there is no firm date for when the area will be landscaped. Strong winds 
over the weekend transformed the area into a dust bowl.

No landscape in  
sight for roundabout

Less than one per cent of ratepay-
ers have deferred rate payments or 
entered a formal payment agree-
ment under Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil’s Covid hardship policy.

In the two months since the rates 
notices went out, a council spokes-
person said it had received a lot of 
requests from ratepayers for infor-
mation about payment options.

“Most have found they’re more 
comfortable making regular pay-
ments without entering into a for-
mal payment arrangement.

“At this stage, we’ve deferred rates 
for 35 ratepayers and are waiting on 
a number of deferral forms to be re-
turned,” the spokesperson said.

“Currently 142 ratepayers have 
entered into a formal payment  
arrangement.”

There are currently just under 
34,000 rateable properties in the 
shire, with roughly half being own-
er-occupied.

Council confirmed there had been 
an increase in calls this year en-
quiring about rate payment options.

“Normally we don’t receive calls 
relating to payment arrangements 
and hardship until the new calendar 
year, closer to the pay in full date of 
February 15,” the spokesperson said.

Rate discount?
In October, disgruntled ratepayer 

Ricardo Cusolito told the Advertiser 
Bass Coast Shire Council was ignor-
ing the economic hardship faced by 
residents and holiday homeowners.

He believed the council should 
offer a rebate to everyone in Bass 
Coast and said Monash Council, 
where his Melbourne property is 
located, was offering a 10 per cent 
discount to all ratepayers.

An across the board discount 
would have a significant impact on 
the overall budget.

“If Council offered a rates dis-
count of five per cent it would have 
an adverse impact of $2.5 million on 
the budget while a 10 per cent rate 
reduction would impact the budget 

by $5 million,” a council spokesper-
son told the Advertiser this month.

They said rate deferrals did not 
impact on the budget, “as the out-
standing rates are a secured charge 
against the property”.

Hardship
In May, Bass Coast Shire Coun-

cil adopted a Covid-19 Financial 
Hardship Policy, to “assist ratepay-
ers who have been impacted by Co-
vid-19 pandemic and are experienc-
ing financial hardship”.

The policy allows for payment ar-
rangements and deferment of rates 
payments and states “where pos-
sible the applicant will be provided 
with short term assistance to meet 
their financial commitments.”

The council faced a barrage of 
criticism for sticking with a two 
per cent rate increase in the 2020/21 
budget, despite the economic im-
pact of the pandemic.

Island Voice secretary Linda Mar-
ston stated while the shire adhered 
to a two per cent rate increase, this 
was based on revaluations of prop-

erty that “have increased signifi-
cantly in value over the last decade”.

“For long-standing residents, or 
those on fixed incomes, this has led 
to significant growth in assets but not 
necessarily in disposable income,” 
Linda said, describing any increase 
in fees and charges as “an imposition”

“A large proportion of Shire resi-
dents are employed in the tourism 
and retail industries and receive 
lower rates of pay and indeed many 
may have lost their jobs during the 
pandemic.”

At the time, Bass Coast Shire 
Council defended the increase point-
ing to increased support for ratepay-
ers struggling with payments.

Rates notices went out accompa-
nied by a letter from CEO Ali Wastie.

“We understand that for some in 
our community the burden of CO-
VID-19 and impacts on their liveli-
hood will be significant,” she wrote, 
urging impacted ratepayers to get in 
touch with the shire and discuss the 
hardship policy.

Rates notices were sent out in 
September.

Less than one per cent of ratepayers have asked to defer their rates under 
the Council’s Covid hardship policy.

Rate relief not on the radar
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A $7.5 million Performing Arts Wing is being 
built at Newhaven College.

Local firm TS Constructions will build the 
latest addition to the college, which includes 
a rehearsal hall, theatre, recording studio and 
rooms for music lessons.

Construction will begin this month and is ex-
pected to be completed in October 2021.

The building is stage one of a two-part plan. 
Stage two would see a 450-seat performing arts 
centre constructed.

Principal Gea Lovell said the new build would 
be jointly funded by the school and a govern-
ment grant.

“Last year we received a $1.5 million grant 

from the Federal Government to support this 
$7.5 million build.

“Through careful management of funds, we 
will be able to fund the rest of the building our-
selves with our normal revenue and a bank loan.”

Building
A three-level construction, the new wing in-

cludes a basement and two above-ground levels.
It consists of a concert rehearsal hall, a 120 

seat Black Box theatre, state-of-the-art record-
ing studio and rooms for music classes and pri-
vate instrumental lessons.

Board Chair Greg Price said the building was part 
of the College’s masterplan and would provide a 

performing arts school for dance, drama and music.
The external façade of the building will also 

provide shelter for students waiting for the 
school buses.

Mrs Lovell said planning for the building had 
taken two years.

“I thank the Board for all their hard work dur-
ing this planning phase.

“I particularly thank David Jobe who has led 
the Board’s project control group throughout 
this process.”

Mrs Lovell described the project as “one of the 
most exciting builds that the College has under-
taken.”

The second stage of the Performing Arts mas-

terplan is the yet to be designed or funded, 450-
seat performing arts centre.

The estimated cost of the centre is more than 
$20 million.

Credentials
The performing arts wing was designed by 

Hayball Architects, who have a long and suc-
cessful association with Newhaven College.

Hayball designed the school’s senior learning 
centre and a specialist Science, Arts Technology 
and Media wing (completed in 2017) and the 
school gym which was formally opened in 2019.

The design of the building takes advantage of 
the natural slope of the site and will look out 

1770 Phillip Island Road, Phillip Island       Phone: 03 5956 7505    
 Email: belinda.manning@newhavencol.vic.edu.au   Website: www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Newhaven College is an 
independent, ecumenical and 

co-educational school offering a 
diverse academic curriculum with

a caring pastoral approach. 
 

Please contact our Registrar 
Belinda Manning 
for details or to 

book a College tour. 

Newhaven College
2021 Enrolment opportunities 

Prep to Year 2
 

Our Junior School Music 
Curriculum develops students  
ability to create, present, and 

respond to music through vocal 
and ensemble work with a range 

of instruments. 

Our Middle and Senior students 
assist in developing a supportive 

environment for our Junior 
School students.  

Newhaven College building the future
—   A D V E R T O R I A L   —

The three-level construction includes a basement and two above-ground levels and is part of the 
College’s masterplan to provide a performing arts school for dance, drama and music. Artist’s 
impression of the  upper ground foyer, including an in-situ concrete sopranos balcony.

The 120 seat Black Box Theatre will include retractable seating, sprung floors, theatre lighting 
and block out blinds.

Stage one of the $7.5 million Performing Arts Wing includes a rehearsal hall, theatre, recording studio and rooms for music lessons. Artist’s impression of the external façade of the building, with 
finishes of concrete, colorbond and anodised aluminium.
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across the school grounds and playing fields.
TS Constructions also has a history with the 

college, with Director Trevor Bowler saying they 
had built the original sports pavilion.

The company has extensive experience with 
commercial construction, including the Urgent 
Care Centre in Cowes.

In recent years they have worked with several 
local schools including Our Lady Star of the Sea 
in Cowes and St Joseph’s Primary in Wonthaggi.

Mr Bowler said the project was an exciting 
one for the company, which provided opportu-
nities for local employment.

“We always use local trades on our projects,” 
he said.

Creating a new campus
The Newhaven College Phillip Island Road 

Campus was purchased in 2004 and originally 
served as the site of the Year 9 Learning Centre.

A staged plan was developed to move the en-
tire school from the original Boys Home Road 
location in Newhaven to the 82-acre site.

In 2009 work began on the new junior school 
and by 2011, Prep to Year 6 had relocated to the 
new campus.

In the following three years, sports facilities 
were expanded, a middle school and trade skills 
centre constructed, and an administration and 
library wing built.

By the end of 2017, construction of the spe-

cialist wing and senior school was complete and 
the 2018 school year started with all students 
attending the new campus.

Since then a state-of-the-art gym has been 
completed and an amphitheatre constructed.

New soccer fields should be finished next 
week, with tennis courts and hockey fields com-
pleted by the end of the year.

Outdoor netball courts are slated for con-
struction next year.

Mrs Lovell said careful planning and financial 
management was key to the College’s approach, 
including for the performing arts wing.

“We are not wealthy. We are a low fee-pay-
ing school and this has been in progress now 

for 10 years.
“For this project, as well as the grant we’re us-

ing funds we saved and taking out a loan. Then 
we pay that off and move on to the next one.”

Plans for a school pool have also been com-
pleted.

With both state and Federal government 
looking to support infrastructure projects to 
boost local economies during the Covid-recov-
ery, Board Chair Greg Price said the pool project 
was “shovel ready” if grant opportunities be-
came available.

“If we go ahead with the pool, it will be 
built before the performing arts centre,” he 
predicted.

2005 2017

2019

2006
2009

2014

2015

2020

2020
2020

2012

2014

2014

2020

        
        2004 2004 - 82 acres of land were purchased for future development.
   2005   2005 - The Year 9 Learning Centre opened with 108 Students.
   2006    2006 - The oval was constructed and sown and stage one of the Pavilion commenced.
   2009   2009 - Work commenced on the new Junior School.
   2011   2011 - Prep to Year 6 relocated from Boys Home Road to the new Junior School.
   2012   2012 - A second story was added to the Pavilion and the first Multipurpose Sport Court was 
              built. 
   2013    2013 - Two extra rooms were added to the Junior School.
   2014    2014 - Year 5 to 8 moved into the new Middle School. The Trade Skills Centre and Food 
              Technology Wing were completed. A second Multipurpose Sport Court was built.
   2015   2015 - The Administration and Library Wing opened. Newhaven College gained registered
              training organisation (RTO) accreditation. The Boys Home Road site was sold.
   2016    2016 -  Building of the Senior School and Specialist Art, Science and Technology Wing
      commenced. 
   2017 2017 - A 242kw rooftop solar system was installed on three buildings. The Specialist Wing 
              and Senior School were completed, along with extensive parking, internal roadworks,
      and the front entry.
   2018    2018 -  History was made as the school came together on one site. First Prep class completed
              Year 12. The double court Gymnasium was completed.
   2019    2019 -  Boys Home Road Boulevard was completed. Work started on the Amphitheatre, Tennis/
      Hockey Pitch and Soccer Field. We recieved a grant for the Performing Arts Centre.
   2020    2020 -  We completed the Amphitheatre. The Wetlands, Tennis/Hockey Pitch and Soccer Field 
      are due to be completed by the end of the year.  Work on the Performing Arts Centre 
           commences in November.  

     

Newhaven College Newhaven College 
1770 Phillip Island Road, Phillip Island.   

03 5956 7505, info@newhavencol.vic.edu.au, www.
newhavencol.vic.edu.au

2018

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
   Newhaven College is committed to further developing the College facilities, ensuring that   
   we have an environment where creativity, academic, emotional, spiritual, physical and life
   skills are nurtured. As can be seen, this won’t happen overnight, but the staged 
   implementation of the masterplan has seen huge success.

   Our Phillip Island Road property was purchased in 2004 and has undergone extensive
   building works during the past 16 years.
 
   The College facilities have grown to include 3 sub schools - Junior, Middle, Senior and the
   Year 9 Learning Centre.  Specialist buildings include an Arts, Science and Technology
   Wing, Trades Skills Centre, Gymnasium, Sports Oval, Multipurpose Courts, Canteen and
   Open-Air Amphitheatre.

   Building works are currently underway for our Wetlands, Synthetic Tennis/Hockey Pitch,
   and natural turf Soccer Oval. Work on the Performing Arts Centre commences in 
   November.  

Newhaven College building the future
—   A D V E R T O R I A L   —

Construction of the first stage of the Performing Arts Wing is expected to be completed in 12 months. 
An artist’s impression of the upper ground mezzanine level of the new Performing Arts Wing.

Standing on the site of Newhaven College’s new Performing Arts Wing are (Front left to right): 
Gea Lovell (Principal) and board members David Jobe and Megan White. At back (from left to 
right): Board Chair Greg Price, Architect Paris Murphy from Hayball Architect, Stuart Robinson 
(Business Manager) and Trevor Bowler (TS Constructions)
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Read | Listen | Watch | Learn | Play | Connect

Discover your library on demand
Download the new library app
wgrlc.vic.gov.au/app

Rochelle Halstead arguably pulled off the 
biggest coup of this year’s Bass Coast Shire 
council elections.

A relative newcomer – who has lived in San 
Remo for just three years and who by her own 
admission has “limited community contacts” – 
ousted popular councillor Geoff Ellis to run sec-
ond in Westernport Ward, behind Bruce Kent 
and ahead of long-time favourite Clare Le Serve.

So how did she pull it off?
“I think I listened to the community,” Ro-

chelle says, adding she has already been lob-
bied hard by residents wanting a Grantville 
supermarket, and others concerned about the 
proposed new airfi eld at Bass.

“The downside of being elected is that an 
established councillor dropped off, so it’s a 
double-edged sword.”

Most surprisingly, the 51-year-old mother-
of-fi ve at the start of 2020 wasn’t even consid-
ering a tilt at local politics.

So why stand?
Rochelle says “the fi re in the pit of her bel-

ly” was ignited by no less than the building of 
a private home near hers during Covid lock-
down, which she (correctly as it turns out) 
believed was being built against regulations.

Like “a dog with a bone” she hounded the 
shire, then the Victorian Building Authority, 
which saw a stop work placed on the site.

But the experience – which is still yet to 
be resolved – showed her the frustrations of 
local planning and how the system is insur-
mountable for the average person.

The experience was enough to convince Ro-
chelle – who runs a restaurant with her hus-
band Tony in Tooradin called Tides – to throw 
her hat in the ring.

But given her victory, did she act in haste, 
now repenting at leisure?

“I don’t regret it at all, but I do know council 
takes a lot of time if you want to do it well and 
I do want to do it well. I want to give the com-
munity a voice.

“I’m lucky my husband understands my 
passion.

“I think the other councillors, especially those 
in for a second term, think I fell out of the sky.”

While it may appear Rochelle fell into coun-
cil, she certainly didn’t come down in the last 
shower and this is not her fi rst foray into local 
politics.

State politics
She grew up in Western Australia, then 

Melbourne, working initially in reception at a 
real estate agency where she met her then hus-
band, (who passed away after illness in 2011).

With no interest and little understanding 
of politics, Rochelle worked as an electorate 
offi cer for two state Liberal MPs: Gary Rowe 
and Ken Smith for six years.

The work gave her an insight into how poli-
tics can help people and so in 2003 she suc-
cessfully ran for one “heated, volatile” term on 
Frankston City Council, including as mayor.

“Compared to working in state politics, 
when I got into local council I felt like I had 
been slapped across the face 100 times. It was 
a minefi eld, and I found the politics, both left 
and right, confronting.”

In 2006 she was preselected to stand in the 
Victorian election as a Liberal candidate in 
Frankston, failing in that bid. She again stood 
for preselection in 2010 but withdrew when 
her husband became ill.

Despite clear Liberal leanings, Rochelle in-
sists she is a centrist, only standing as a Lib-
eral candidate because it’s easier being part 
of “the system” in parliament and adding that 
she disliked the partisan nature of her time at 
Frankston council.

As such, she says her decisions won’t be 
based on politics.

“I don’t like to commit until I have done all 
my research – not just relying on reports from 
shire offi cers – and have spoken to the com-
munity. Then I will consider the best outcome 
for the majority; although sometimes deci-
sions need to be made that aren’t popular.

“I think it’s sad when issues get overtaken 
by minority groups who often have the loud-
est voices.”

How can the majority voice be determined?
Rochelle agrees it can be diffi cult and ulti-

mately her decisions are made on “core issues”.
For example, she says, there have been a 

lot of voices in the debate about whether the 
Cowes Cultural Centre should have been bull-
dozed and a multi-million-dollar loan taken 
out to rebuild.

“Some people think it should just have been 
renovated. I think with this, it’s an argument 
for future planning. It’s not just about now but 
the future of Bass Coast. The centre will be a 
fabulous asset for the community.”

Environmental protection
While she hovers around the centre-right, 

Rochelle says when it comes to the environ-
ment, she’s all about conservation.

In a pre-election community zoom meet-
ing for all candidates, she received gasps of 
shock from those watching when she replied 
to a question about whether she supported a 
new, long-awaited pool being built in Cowes, 
rather than a rebuilt pool in Wonthaggi.

Rochelle responded that given the island is 
“one way in and one way out”, locating the 
shire’s biggest pool in Cowes would create a 
giant bottleneck.

“I hear candidates and councillors talking 
about the need for less development and en-
vironmental sustainability on the island, yet 
if we see major projects in Cowes, which is 
the furthest destination from anywhere in the 

shire, we need to keep in mind it’s one way in 
and one way out.”

She says Phillip Island is a “special place 
that needs to be protected”.

“If we continue to build infrastructure, that 
will encourage people to go there in their droves 
and that will have an impact on the island.

“That’s not to say I’m against sensitive de-
velopment. But we do need to be mindful that 
more infrastructure puts more stress on the 
environment.”

She believes Regional Roads Victoria’s 
plans to make four lanes in San Remo is a 
good idea, but in Newhaven needs further 

community consultation, and she does not 
support four lanes across the whole island.

She is against a regional skate park at Ne-
whaven and believes Shetland Heights Road 
in San Remo needs to be urgently sealed and 
upgraded.

Rochelle supports dogs on designated off-
leash beaches, as long as wildlife is protected.

In fact when she’s not working, her great-
est joy is walking her Golden Retriever Invee 
(named after Inverloch) on the San Remo beach.

“And I’m thinking about getting back to the 
gym because Covid lockdown hasn’t been 
kind to me.”

Do you want to learn a new 
skill? Are you looking for new 
job opportunities? Interested 
in professional development?

Whether you’re trying to 
decide on a career path, a job 
seeker looking for advice and 
ways to upskill, or just want-
ing to learn something new, 
West Gippsland Libraries have 
a range of resources to help.

Not everybody has the time 
or finances to complete a de-
gree, but with access to two 
short course providers free 
with your library member-
ship, you can get started on 
your next career path with-
out worrying about either. 

The on-demand short 
courses cover a wide range of 
subjects for professional or 
personal development and 
best of all they are available 
to you online, anytime.

Experienced in online 
course delivery, Torrens Uni-
versity has been providing 
online education for many 
years. These short courses 
are self-contained, self-paced 
learning modules of one to 
two hours duration, featur-
ing industry leaders. 

From AI and UX, to Social 
Media Marketing and more, 
these specialised courses 
make it easy to enhance your 

skillset and stay ahead in a 
rapidly changing job-scape.

Access lifelong learning 
courses in over 30 subject 
areas with Universal Class. 
There are more than 500 on-
demand short courses avail-
able, from exercise and fit-
ness, entrepreneurship, arts 
and music, home and garden 
care, cooking, computers 
and technology, health and 
medicine, home-schooling, 
job assistance, law and legal, 
parenting and family, to pet 
and animal care.

Job seekers are facing in-
creased challenges with the 
impacts of both the COVID-19 

pandemic and the bushfires 
during summer of 2019/20.

West Gippsland Libraries 
have teamed up with GBS Re-
cruitment to provide a series 
of short videos filled with tips 
and tricks from the profession-
als about how to find work in 
a job search market; what hir-
ing managers are looking for, 
transferable skills and how to 
perform well during interviews.

These resources are avail-
able online at West Gippsland 
Libraries and will help with 
deciding your future study 
and career options and make 
applying for that job a little 
easier. wgrlc.vic.gov.au

Upskill, reskill and 
Job Seeker tips

West Gippsland Libraries have a range of resources avail-
able to help anyone wanting to learn a new skill or wanting 
job seeker advice.

—   A D V E R T O R I A L   —

Rochelle only decided to stand for council this year after a frustrating battle with the planning department: “I know council takes a lot of 
time if you want to do it well and I do want to do it well. I want to give the community a voice.”

Rochelle a surprise council winner
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Concrete slabs
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Retaining walls Excavation

�

 Tennis courts

�

 Driveways and more!

RING FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

Adam 0423 647 805 

Nancy 0402 930 876

LK0474

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

CONCRETE & EXCAVATION
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26

 Exposed Aggregate
 Slabs & Foundations 
 Driveways & Paths
 Commercial Concreting 
 Excavation 
 Landscaping
 Retaining walls & MUCH MORE

Your Phillip Island and San Remo property guide
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www.phillipislandfn.com.au     OPEN 7 DAYS     60 Thompson Ave, Cowes     5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

URGENTLY NEED PROPERTIES FOR SALE
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For Sale $549,000
4 Waratah Close, 
Cowes
The perfect investment 
awaits, nestled in this 
extremely quiet loca-
tion, the north facing 
outdoor entertaining 
area is perfect for 
catering for family and 
friends. With easy walk-
ing access to Cowes 
Schools and Shops is 
another attribute. The 
current tenant has been 
in this property for 7 years, with the current rental shortage a 
secure investment is assured. Invest now and enjoy the peace of 
mind of a secure investment.

For Sale $825,000
14 Beach Road, 
Rhyll
Here’s the ultimate 
lifestyle with a foreshore 
position making coastal 
living a dream. Located 
opposite the Rhyll jetty 
and within easy walk-
ing distance to cafe, Tavern, boat ramp and park. This light and bright 
captures all the northerly aspect and is perfect for entertaining family 
and friends on the large north facing decking area. The main bedrooms 
features it’s own balcony with views of the Bay as well as ensuite & WIR. 
Other features include polished hardwood floors, spacious kitchen with 
stone benches and 900mm cook top. The large main living area also 
features open wood fire and reverse cycle heating and cooling.
This highly sought after foreshore property has a great permanent rental 
history also, returning $1625 per month making it the ideal investment.

For Sale $475,000
3 Kramer Rise, 
Wimbledon 
Heights
The ideal low main-
tenance home awaits, 
created with a second 
living area and double 
garage, there is noth-
ing to do but shift in. 
Enjoy the quiet area of 
Wimbledon Heights 
with easy access to all 
Phillip Island has to offer, 
a safe bike or walking 
access track is another 
feature. This home could be the perfect start to an investment 
portfolio, just so many options.   

For Sale $850,000
3 Salmon Row, 
Smiths Beach
Set over three levels, 
the perfect investment 
or holiday home awaits. 
With excellent access 
to Smiths Beach this 
exclusive location is 
perfect to escape the 
Melbourne madness , let 
the stress just drift away 
as you enter the prop-
erty. Walk to the stun-
ning foreshore, enjoy a 
swim, surf or just walk 
the dog. All the options 
are yours to enjoy.  

For Sale $699,000
36 Fisher Street, 
Ventnor
This substantial 6 bed-
room home is set on the 
hill and within walking 
distance to the beach,  
the home has been craft-
ed to provide the perfect 
place to gather together 
and enjoy coastal life. The 
downstairs section fea-
tures a second kitchen and bathroom making it fully self contained.The 
large entrance fills the home with natural light and the second storey 
allows an expansive outlook and partial views. The open fire is sure to 
please those on cold winter days, and the hardwood floors gives it that 
coastal feel. The extra large garage is perfect for additional storage. This 
large home is sure to please and would be perfect for holiday living.

For Sale $559,000
39 Goodwood Drive, 
Cowes
Walk in and just enjoy 
all the creature com-
forts you could require. 
This single level home 
is the perfect start with 
two living areas, the rear 
one flows to an out-
door fire pit. Ideal for 
investment or just move 
in.  With the peace of 
mind of the balance 
of new build warranty. 
Walk to the beach and 
take advantage of all 
Phillip Island has to offer.

PERFECT INVESTMENT 
(BRICKS AND MORTAR)

FANTASTIC FORESHORE

LOW MAINTENANCE/  
PERFECT INVESTMENT

PERFECT HIDEAWAY

HUGE FAMILY HOME

COMPLETE PACKAGE

Home & Garden

Set over three levels, the perfect investment 
or holiday home awaits. 

This home has a double garage, three living 
areas, views, reverse cycle split system, mas-
ter bedroom with ensuite, and two balconies.

With excellent access to Smiths Beach , this 
exclusive location is perfect to escape the 
Melbourne madness. Let the stress just drift 
away as you enter the property.

Walk to the stunning foreshore, enjoy a 
swim, surf or just walk the dog. All the op-
tions are yours to enjoy. 

Currently tenanted at $1,863.00 pcm. In-
spection a must.

Call Kendall at First National Phillip Island 
on 0410 595 130.

3 Salmon Row Close, Smiths Beach

Escape from the busy city 
and enjoy island living in a 
beautiful architectural custom-
built family home with four 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, just 
a short stroll to the beach and 
town centre.

It does not get better than this.
This new modern home has 

an open light bright airy feeling 
throughout giving it a sense of 
space and light with large, dou-
ble-glazed picture windows.

When you pull up to this 
unique property, it feels like 
you have arrived home. As 
you walk in you are greeted 
with a large wide entrance hall 
and the first double bedroom. 
As you continue through you 
walk past the incredible main 
bathroom with a stunning free-
standing bath.

Continue through a glass 
separation door and you are 
greeted with a spectacular 
hostess kitchen with water-
fall Caesar stone benches, soft 
closing drawers, a 900mm oven 
and a huge walk in pantry. The 

formal dining area comple-
ments this area and opens into 
a large living space with di-
rect access to the undercover 
outdoor kitchen/alfresco area. 
Enjoy sunsets sitting in the al-
fresco overlooking the park. 
Square set plaster gives you 
that extra sense of space.

The generous master bed-
room offers a large walk-in 
robe and a large ensuite with 
twin vanities and walk-in 
shower. A further two bed-

rooms and large laundry com-
plement this beautiful home.

A large double remote garage 
is situated at the front with in-
ternal access into your new 
home.

All this with very low mainte-
nance landscaped gardens and 
a child and pet friendly yard.

Call Alex Scott & Staff on 
5952 2633 and we would be 
pleased to arrange a private 
viewing.
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 cars.

A spectacular hostess kitchen includes waterfall Caesar 
stone benches, soft closing drawers, a 900mm oven and a 
huge walk in pantry.

Rare architectural custom-
built home on Phillip IslandA perfect escape

Set over three levels with sea views and two 
balconies, this home is the perfect escape.

The house includes three living areas, and is 
just a minute’s walk to the beach.

The house boasts spacious balconies, a double 
garage and excellent access to Smiths Beach.

Living areas with ocean views, this exclusive 
location is waiting for you to enjoy.

This beautiful custom-built family home is just 
a short stroll to the beach and town centre.

Enjoy sunsets sitting in the undercover outdoor 
kitchen/alfresco area overlooking the park.
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Service Agent for Daikin & All Major Brands 
Commercial & Domestic Refrigeration & Air Conditioning

Licensed Split System Installer 
Sales, Installation and Service of ALL  Major Brands

AH’S COMMERCIAL BREAKDOWN EXPERT AFTER SALES SERVICE

COASTAL COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

UNIT 1, 31 THE CONCOURSE  COWES  VICTORIA 3922
T: 03 5952 2300  F: 03 5952 2733
jeremy@archisign.com.au

PRODUCTION & ADMINISTRATION
CLIENT COASTAL REFRIGERATION
PROJECTREBRAND

ARCHITECTURAL+ACCESS SIGNAGE
SIGNchi

COASTAL COASTAL
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

Refrigerant Trade Auth No: AU 22840 - PI 48651
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Rick North  Phone: 5678 5190
Servicing Phillip Island & Surrounding Areas  Factory 1, 60 Genista St, San Remo

Home & Garden

Coastal Refrigeration and 
Airconditioning is a locally 
owned and operated business 
with over 30 years’ experience 
in the trade and more than 20 
years in the Bass Coast area.

Proprietors Rick and Deb 
North offer expert service and 
advice to all their customers.

Supplying and install-
ing Daikin air conditioning 
as a fully authorised dealer 
with extensive experience, 
Rick and the team are fully 
qualified technicians with 
full Australian Refrigeration 
Council (ARC) licencing.

Using an authorised dealer 
guarantees all aspects of 
your air conditioning needs, 
from sales installation to 
maintenance and repair, will 
be taken care of.

“We don’t just install. We of-
fer maintenance and repair in 
all areas of refrigeration and 
air-conditioning,” Rick and 
Deb said.

“We pride ourselves on our 
after sales commitment to 
our customers.”

Stay in control
Choosing the right air con-

ditioning solution will turn 
your home into an oasis of 
comfort, all day, every day.

Daikin’s advanced air con-
ditioning technology and 
an array of smart features 
means that you can enjoy 

much more than just cooling 
and heating. You have the 
ultimate in temperature con-
trol, quality air, cost-savings 
and have a sleek contempo-
rary design whichever sys-
tem you choose.

Rick and his team can be 
relied on to give expert ad-
vice when it comes to select-
ing the right unit for your job.

The Daikin range offers 
both cooling and heating op-
tions, including split system, 
multi-split and ducted air 
conditioning systems, de-
pending on whether you wish 
to control the temperature in 
just a few rooms or through-
out your entire home.

With plenty of warm weath-
er ahead, you can have peace 

of mind knowing Daikin’s re-
verse cycle technology is ex-
tremely energy efficient.

For allergy and asthma 
sufferers, Daikin split sys-
tems offer an extra level of 
assurance.

Designed with an air-puri-
fying filter, with many models 
fitted with a more advanced 
Titanium Air-Purifying filter, 
Daikin split systems carry the 
blue butterfly symbol – ap-
proved by the National Asth-
ma Council Australia’s Sensi-
tive Choice® program.

Talk to Rick, Deb and the 
team at Coastal Air Condi-
tioning. They can be relied on 
to give expert advice on the 
best product to suit all your 
cooling and heating needs.

This incredible home offers spectacular wa-
ter views to Surfies Point, Pyramid Rock and 
beyond. Surfies Point is a popular surf beach 
enjoyed by many locals and visitors and con-
sidered to be one of the best surfing spots this 
side of Melbourne.

This home is perfect for those looking for 
something very special, a sea change or holi-
day home away from the hustle and bustle.

The downstairs area consists of a large liv-
ing space, two large bedrooms and a large 
bathroom/laundry facilities.

The second level offers a large open living 
space with great water views looking out to 
Surfies Point and Pyramid Rock. The kitch-
en has a functional design and comprises of 
a dishwasher, an electric cooktop and oven, 
with the island bench providing plenty of 
storage and a great preparation area. A sepa-
rate formal dining area is also on this level.

The master bedroom has direct access to a 
totally private deck, and the second bathroom 
is also located on this level.

The sun deck at this property is a great 
area for entertaining on those balmy summer 
evenings, or a relaxing spot on a sunny day 
to read a good book while taking in the in-
credible water views. Sit back and reflect in 

the peaceful surroundings while enjoying big 
blue water views.

This lovely home is situated on an allotment 
of approx. 850m2, with plenty of space for a boat 
and/or caravan and room for family and friends.

Call Alex Scott & Staff on 5952 2633 and we 
would be pleased to arrange a private viewing.

$785,000 
2 living areas, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms

Popular surf beach 
with water views

Coastal Refrigeration and Airconditioning is a fully autho-
rised dealer supplying and installing Daikin air conditioning.

Transform your 
home into an oasis

Enjoy spectacular water views, and there’s 
plenty of room for a boat or caravan on this 
850m2 block.

The kitchen on the second level includes an 
electric cooktop and oven and plenty of storage.

Offering spectacular water views, this home is 
the perfect escape from the hustle and bustle.
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D I R E C T O R Y

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

range available at www.local.clothing

wear. support. local.
10% of all sales donated locally each month

F A S H I O N

2/69 Chapel Street, Cowes  5951 9941

WORK & CASUAL WEAR
EMBROIDERY

W O R K W E A R

visit
www.wearephillipisland.com.au

LOOKING FOR AIR CONDITIONING?

S E R V I C E S

Regional Farmers Market
Churchill Island 

8am - 1pm Saturday, 5 December  
fa r m e r s  m a r k e t S  

F A R M E R S .  P R O D U C E R S . M A K E R S

Regional  

G R O C E R Y

visit
www.wearephillipisland.com.au

LOOKING TO BUY CAMPING GEAR?

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

L E I S U R E

C O M M U N I T Y

visit
www.wearephillipisland.com.au

LOOKING FOR A COMMUNITY GROUP?

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

F O O D  &  D R I N K

Open 4pm-7.30pm 
Closed tuesdays 

Burgers & Beers

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai    5956 6552

www.phillipislandwinery.com.au

Open 
Fri/Sat/Sun 
11:30-5:30

P: (03) 8595 2155

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

alexscott.com.au   5952 2633

www.phillipislandfn.com.au  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FORTHCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, November 3 at 1pm

Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes
Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

R E A L  E S T A T E

Office is open with social 
distancing in place.

We’d love to hear from you! 
5952 2799 

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes 5952 5100

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922   

New team 
New Stockdale

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  

LK
00

80
6A

A

Office is open with 
social distancing  

in place.
We’d love to  

hear from you!

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Embroidery
for gifts or workwear

www.allmakeclothing.com.au

Workwear – HiVis 
Work boots – Casual wear
Kid’s workwear & work boots – Towel sets

 Golf towels – Hospitality – Chef wear

2/69 Chapel St, Cowes
5951 9941

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  

LK
00

39
3A

A

F I N A N C E

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals
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After a challenging year, Year 12 
students are looking forward 
to letting their hair down once 
exams are over.
We asked local residents if 
Schoolies should be allowed to 
come to Phillip Island this year.

Victoria McGregor-Dawson, Cowes – Tourists are 
tourists and we need them here. My heart goes 
out to the local businesses who need tourists to 
survive – without them Phillip Island businesses 
can’t exist.

Pam Maag, Sunset Strip – Only 
the well-behaved ones ... so 
perhaps not!

Kim Carter, Cowes – Yes they 
should. Personally, I’ve never had 
a problem with them. There may 
be the extra odd beer can on the 
streets, but that’s no big deal.

Derrick Wilkinson, Cowes – Yes, 
I think they’ve had a very hard 
year and they should be allowed 
to celebrate within reason.

Emma Le-Mar, Cowes – I think Schoolies can often 
be disruptive to the community but I also under-
stand how it can be a valuable experience for the 
kids. If restrictions were put into place, I don’t 
think they’d be followed anyway.

Daniel Masny, Cowes – They can’t go over the border 
into NSW where they often go, so why not here!

After reassuring Phillip 
Islanders they had no inten-
tion of selling, the owners of 
the old Newhaven Boys Home 
last week put the heritage 
building on the market.

The 1.4ha site at 54–61 For-
rest Avenue is for sale at $3.5 
million, well above the ask-
ing price of $2.7 million the 
current owners were seeking 
when they last had it for sale.

A group of 10 investors 
bought the site for $1.65 mil-
lion in 2015, with the build-
ings vandalised and neglect-
ed over the past five years.

From the start of this year 
the owners have spent about 
half a million dollars gutting 
the buildings, cleaning up the 
site and erecting a perimeter 
fence.

The owners planned a three 
stage $9 million development, 
with the first stage including 
a restaurant in the chapel, as 
well as accommodation for 
14 in the Boys Home which – 
pre-Covid – they hoped would 
be ready by the end of this 
year.

Agent from the Australasia 
Real Estate Group Ranjith 
Panangala said there was an 
approval for 21 townhouses 
or the land could be re-devel-
oped – subject to council ap-
proval – “for a luxurious tour-
ist accommodation including 
restaurants, reception hall, 
tennis courts, swimming pool 
and other sporting facilities 
and shops”.

Owner spokeswoman Jane 
Wang last month told the Ad-
vertiser their development 
plans were on hold because 
of the pandemic.

“If they opened the doors 
to Australia that would give 
property investors hope,” 
said Jane, from Fusion Proj-
ect Acumen.

“At the moment we are hap-
py to put everything on hold 
until the situation is clear, 
because Australia has shut 
down. We don’t want to put 
any money into it.”

Jane at the time confirmed 
they had no plans to sell and 
last week did not return the 
Advertiser’s phone calls.

However, according to an-
other owner Jeremy Wang, 
infighting had forced the own-
ers to put the site on the mar-
ket, adding owners had been 
arguing and having “issues”.

Development history
Bass Coast Shire earlier this 

year confirmed there was a live 
planning permit for the site that 
allowed for: subdivision into 21 
lots; partial demolition of exist-
ing buildings; construction of 
road and subdivision works; re-
moval of vegetation; construc-
tion of a garage building and 10 
dwellings; and making altera-
tions to existing buildings.

The building was estab-
lished by the Mission of St 
James and St John in 1928 to 
house delinquent boys aged 
between 9 and 16.

It was sold to Knox School 
in the early 2000s, which ap-
plied to develop the site into 
housing about a decade ago.

Concerned local residents 
formed the Newhaven Resi-
dents Group, objecting to 
the development at VCAT. 
Although amendments were 
made through mediation 
the development never went 
ahead and the site was sold to 
the current owners.

The residents group wel-
comed the fence and redevel-
opment this year, after long 
calling for the neglect and 
vandalism to be stopped.

While the Knox School had 
a caretaker for the build-
ing, the current owners dis-
missed the caretaker and let 
the grounds deteriorate, with 
vandals wreaking havoc, in-
cluding smashing the marble 
altar in the chapel.

Heritage
Last year president of the 

National Trust’s Bass Coast 
branch Greg Buchanan wrote 
to the shire calling for an 
urgent review to protect the 
Boys’ Home, which has a her-
itage overlay.

“We believe there is an 
urgent need for council to 
review its approach to this 
site and strongly advocate at 
state government level for as-
sistance, and additional legal 
power if necessary, to protect 
this significant heritage as-
set,” Mr Buchanan said.

“We query the point of 
council having a heritage 
overlay on the site with strong 
controls under the planning 
scheme if it is not able to en-
sure protection of buildings.”

Last year the shire respond-
ed, explaining the heritage 
overlay was only “reactive” and 
could not compel the owner to 
maintain the site any further 
than is required under building 
and local law regulations.

“Listing a place on the Vic-
torian Heritage Register at 
the state level allows Heri-
tage Victoria to issue repair 
orders, but this is not avail-
able for places affected only 
by the heritage overlay,” a 
shire spokeswoman said.

The shire is currently re-
viewing its heritage planning 
program and the Boys’ Home 
is expected to form part of 
that process.

Love decorating your home 
or business for Christmas?

Council is urging every 
home and business to be part 
of Bass Coast’s Christmas 
Display Competition 2020.

Decorate your home or busi-
ness and you could win one of 
six hampers full of local goodies.

This competition aims to 
spread a bit of Christmas joy, af-
ter what has been a challenging 
year. Council said all prizes and 
other material needed for the 
competition have been sourced 
locally, to support our local 
businesses and community.

Business
Each business located in 

Bass Coast can enter the 
competition and upload the 
best photo of their Christmas 
display via the entry form on 
the council website.

The public will then have 
the chance to vote on their fa-
vourite display. A winner will 
be named in each of the three 
wards and receive a hamper 
full of Bass Coast produce.

The Island Ward winner 
will receive an extra prize 
sponsored by Phillip Island 
Business Network.

Business entries close on 
December 6. Voting will run 
from December 10 to 17.

Home displays
Every house in Bass Coast 

is eligible to enter, by simply 
loading a photo of their dis-
play on the council website.

A winner from each ward 
will receive a hamper of Bass 
Coast produce.

Entries must be received 
before Sunday, December 13. 
The entries will be judged by 
Bass Coast Shire councillors, 
with the winners announced 

during Christmas week (from 
December 21).

As always, safety first. Please 
visit the Energy Safe Victoria’s 
page on ‘Christmas light safety’ 
for tips to ensure your Christ-
mas doesn’t end in disaster.

Full details of the competi-
tion, including entry forms and 
frequently asked questions are 
available at www.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/community-support-ser-
vices/reignite-bass-coast/christ-
mas-display-competition-2020

Looks like one of Santa’s little elves has 
come to work early.

Last month residents of Shearwater Estate 
found a note in their letterboxes, suggesting a 
united Christmas effort this year.

The mystery elf asked people to put up Christ-
mas lights on all the houses from the start of 
December, as “one small way to end this year 
and have a bright light to look forward to”.

“To all residents of Shearwater Estate,” the 
note said.

“2020 has been a very difficult year for ev-
eryone, on many levels.

“I have had an idea to try and brighten our 
days. This would be to get as many homes as 
possible in our estate to decorate their homes in 
Christmas lights starting the 1st of December. 
It is one small way to end this year and have a 
bright light to look forward to moving into 2021.

“Together we can make this one small area 
bright, happy and joyous. We don’t not have to 
go overboard, just some pretty lights at the front.

“I hope we can all join in this together. This 

is just an idea.”
The suggestion has been warmly embraced 

online.
Hopefully this little message of Christmas 

joy can spread right across the island.

Phillip Island Victoria State Emergency 
Service volunteers could not look after their 
communities without the support of their 
families and friends.

Through a challenging year, Phillip Island 
volunteers continue to respond to emergen-
cies day and night, with those at home hold-
ing down the fort to ensure they can turn out.

“The people in the ‘background’ are still 
part of our response to emergencies, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week” said Alan 
O’Connor, Unit Controller for VICSES Phillip 
Island Unit.

“They may not wear the orange uniform, 

but their sacrifices are just as crucial.”
Over the weekend, VICSES celebrated the 

love, patience, and sacrifices of friends and 
families that helps volunteers to do what they 
do best.

“The unsung heroes behind VICSES are our 
family and friends – they cook meals, keep 
the wheels turning, help with the kids, and 
also provide a hug and a listening ear after 
a tough job. We’re grateful for their support,” 
said Deputy Controller Ray Desem.

For information on volunteering with VIC-
SES in your area, please visit ses.vic.gov.au/
volunteer.

Newhaven residents had welcomed the clean-up of the old 
Boys Home earlier this year – including the chapel (pictured) 
– and had anticipated a new development. But now those 
plans are up in the air with the heritage-listed buildings yet 
again on the market.

Old Boys Home on the market

Enter the Christmas Display Competition and be in the run-
ning to win a hamper full of fantastic local produce. Photo 
Aswathy-N-Unsplash

Get in the Christmas spirit

 One Shearwater Estate resident is hoping 
the entire estate can start an early Christ-
mas celebration.

Lights up for Christmas

SES: Celebrating support of family and friends
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Remembrance day

Remembrance Day in Cow-
es this year was a different 
commemoration.

Usually a large crowd gath-
ers at the Cenotaph in the 
Jetty Triangle for a service 
officiated over by the Phillip 
Island RSL.

This year, Covid restric-
tions meant a public event 
was not possible, however the 
day was marked in a small 
private ceremony at the RSL’s 
Memorial Garden.

President Chris Thompson 
said: “On this day, above all 
days, we remember those 
Australian men and women 
who died or suffered in the 
great tragedy of war.

“On the morning of April 
25th, 1915, Australian and 
New Zealand troops landed 
under fire at Gallipoli, and it 
was then and in the violent 
campaign which followed, 
that the ANZAC tradition 
was forged. The elements of 
that tradition have inspired 
and offered an enduring ex-

ample to later generations of 
Australians.

“Each year we pay hom-
age not only to those origi-
nal ANZACs, but to all who 
served, died, or were disabled 
in their service to this coun-
try. They enrich our nation’s 
history. Their hope was for 
the freedom of mankind and 
we remember with pride 
their courage, their compas-
sion and their comradeship. 
They served on land, sea, 
and in the air, in many places 
throughout the world.”

His speech also acknowl-
edged the latest Victorian 
Cross recipient, a posthu-
mous award for Ordinary 
Seaman Sheean, noting it 
had taken almost 78 years for 
the young man’s service to be 
fully recognised.

Also attending the service 
were members of the Phil-
lip Island RSL community 
including Peter and Glenyce 
Paul, former President Greg 
Mead, Terry Heffernan, Bar-

rie Goldsbury, Cheryl Over-
ton, RSL Chaplain The Rev 
Jo White, Paul Waylon and 
Cr Ronnie Bauer.

The flags were at half-mast 
as a recording of James Mor-
rison performing The Last 
Post was played, with the 
notes drifting across the 
town, where people stood, 
heads bowed, to observe a 
minute’s silence.

“We today, honour the 
memory of all Australians 
who have fallen in battle; 
we share the sorrow of those 
who have mourned them, and 
of all who have been the vic-
tims of armed conflict,” said 
Chris.

“On this day we remember 
with sympathy those Austra-
lians who have suffered as 
prisoners of war, and those 
who, because of war, have 
had their lives shortened or 
handicapped.

“May we and our succes-
sors prove worthy of their 
sacrifice.”

A different Remembrance

From left to right: Glenyce Paul, RSL Chaplain The Rev Jo White and committee member 
Cheryl Overton at the service.

Newly elected councillor Ronnie Bauer and Peter Paul, observe a minute’s 
silence at the Phillip Island RSL’s private Remembrance Day service.

Left to Right – Back Row: Terry Heffernan – Treasurer, Greg Mead, Peter Paul, Barrie Goldsbury, Chris Thomp-
son – President. Front Row: The Rev’d Jo White – RSL Chaplain, Glenyce Paul, Cheryl Overton, Cr Ronnie Bauer.

In his first official duty as a councillor, Ron-
nie Bauer laid a wreath at the private Re-
membrance service at Phillip Island RSL.

Barrie Goldsbury with the flag at half mast, 
during the Phillip Island RSL’s Remembrance 
Day service.

Newly retired RSL President Greg Mead laid 
a wreath in the Phillip Island RSL memorial 
garden.

Paul Waylon place a wreath on behalf of the 
Bendigo Community Bank.
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Remembrance day

Alex Hayward still has a 
transcript of a letter written 
by her uncle Private Edward 
Waterston to his sister (Mrs 
S J Trestrail) describing the 
Gallipoli landing.

The letter was written from 
the Southern General Hospital 
in Birmingham, where he was 
recovering from his wounds.

Extracts from the letter are 
included below.

“As the moon was shining 
very brightly we had to wait 
until it was down and that was 
after 3 o’clock. By the way, 
each destroyer was towing six 
dinghies from the transport 
ships to take us ashore. About 
4 o’clock or before we could see 
land and knew then there was 
something not far ahead for 
us to do. If you or anyone had 
seen us that night before we 
changed on the destroyer while 
we were on our own boats, they 
would never have thought we 
were going into action.

“They would have thought 
we were near Australia or go-
ing on furlough with a pocket-
ful of money. We absolutely 
went mad. Singing, dancing 
and carrying on until the of-
ficers came down and stopped 
us and put out the lights. After 
we got on the destroyer it was 
perfect silence and no smoking. 
No lights to be shown on deck 
under any consideration. Of 
course we managed to sneak a 
few smokes by getting below in 
the sailors quarters.”

Private Watherston praised 
the work of the navy men who 
helped them ashore, saying 
they “were splendid. It’s impos-
sible to say enough about them. 
They are absolute heroes.”

Filled with fervour he de-
scribed the charge as “splen-
did”, describing the enemy as 
“very treacherous”.

But his letter also captur-
ing the mayhem, pain, hun-
ger and fatigue of the troops, 
many who were mere boys. 

Describing being separated 
from his Company, with an-
other soldier Percy Mackay, 
he said:

“In the advance we had got 
cut off from the other crowd. 
We stayed together until about 
4 o’clock in the afternoon, 
shrapnel and bullets dropping 
around us like hailstones.

“At that time, we were with 
men from every battalion. I 
think MacKay got hit with 
shrapnel in his arm and as 
things were too hot to leave 
he decided to stay a while, but 
a short time afterwards he got 
a bullet in the heel. We stayed 
there for about half an hour af-
ter that, and up till then I had 
not been hit, but there was a 
shell burst about ten feet in 
front of us when a young chap 
from the 5th Battalion I think, 
got the most of it in the fore-
head. It made a ghastly wound, 
exposing his brains. He never 
lived long. I got part of it in the 
right buttock – only flesh, and 
a little later on a bullet through 
the over lapping sole of my 
boot and another through the 
heel of the boot.”

Despite his wounds, Private 
Watherston continued to fight.

“We got in the line with the 
9th and stayed with them un-
til the next evening at 5.30. 

“All that night we were kept 
awake and firing at intervals. 
We kept in readiness for a bay-
onet charge as it was thought 
the Turks might make a charge, 
but they did not, worse luck. 

“It was a remarkable thing 
that no one thought of eating 
or smoking. I had a few dry 
bits of biscuits which I had in 
my pocket and a mouthful of 
water.

“The next day was pretty 
quiet. On the left flank the 
Turks were making some very 
fierce attacks. The New Zea-
landers were there and they 
held out splendidly. It was 

splendid the way the Austra-
lians acted, not a man funked 
it and the young boys were 
like old and tried soldiers. 
There were many casualties 
on Sunday, nearly 2000 I think, 
but on Monday there were less. 
Tuesday was a very still day on 
some parts of the line, and the 
New Zealanders lost heavily.”

After a brief respite, that in-
cluded rations and finally some 
sleep, it was back into battle.

“The 3rd brigade (the re-
mains of the) about 300 men, 
had received orders to go back 
to the firing line and act in re-
serve … well, it happened while 
advancing up a wide gully 
where our artillery was, which 
had got into position the night 
before. The enemy were sweep-
ing the gully with shell fire in 
search of our batteries. This 
was the fire which we had to 
advance under, and it was then 
that I got knocked.”

Soon after he was taken 
back to the beach and then 
onto a transport acting as a 
hospital ship, finally arriv-
ing at the hospital in Bir-
mingham.

“I think in this hospital every 
regiment in the British army is 
represented. Most of the Brit-
ish troops are from France and 
some of their chaps have been 
out there for nine months. They 
can tell some stories. I am in 
hopes of being sent out there. 
There were a lot of chaps in 
here suffering from poisonous 
gases. That is a terrible thing 
as it affects the internals and 
finally reaches the heart and 
then “good night”.

“Well Syd, I can’t think of 
anything more at present. I 
hope to be able to write more 
later from experience if I get 
the chance.”

Lance Corporal Edward 
Watherstone was killed in 
action in France on July 23, 
1916.

Remembrance 
Day has always 
had a special 
significance for 
Alex Hayward.

The 92-year 
old from Cape 
Woolamai said 
her family holds 
a heartbreaking 
record.

Her four uncles 
– Frank, Cyril, 
Edward and 
James Wather-
ston, as well 
as their cousin 
Sidney were all 
killed in World 
War 1.

Alex said war 
historian Charles 
Bean told her 
“that was a re-
cord for an Aus-
tralian family, 
but in England 
it was six broth-
ers.”

Alex’s mother Christina 
was the youngest sister of 
the four brothers killed in the 
war.

The siblings were all ex-
tremely close after the nine 
children were orphaned 
when their parents died in a 
boating accident.

Alex said Remembrance 
Day was always a special 

day in their family, although 
it was usually a private occa-
sion.

“My mother had cards nam-
ing all the brothers and she 
and her sisters talked about 
them all the time.

“But I’m not sure they went 
to any of the official ceremo-
nies.”

The story of the Watherston 
brothers caught the attention 

of historian Lee 
Clayton after he 
purchased two 
plaques at an 
auction near Port 
Lincoln in South 
Australia.

The WWI Su-
preme Sacrifice 
Plaques, also 
known as “Dead 
Man’s Pennies” 
were presented 
to relatives of sol-
diers, sailors and 
nurses killed in 
the war.

The ones pur-
chased by Lee 
were for Cyril 
and Edward 
W a t h e r s t o n , 
and he eventu-
ally located all 
five Watherston 
plaques.

His research 
lead him to Phil-
lip Island in 

2012/13 to meet with Alex.
Lee said Alex’s memories 

provided him with “a wealth 
of anecdotal family stories 
going back many decades”.

“Her knowledge and wit 
was extensive,” he wrote in 
the introduction to his book 
“Rising Sons – The Wather-
ston Soldiers”, which docu-
ments the family’s war story.

A voice from the past

Historian Lee Clayton has written a book about the 
four Watherston brothers, and their cousin, who were 
killed in World War 1.

A private Remembrance

Rochelle Halstead’s first 
official duty as a Bass Coast 
Shire councillor, was to lay a 
wreath at the San Remo Ceno-
taph on Remembrance Day.

She and her councillor col-
leagues were sworn in last 
Monday.

Cr Halstead said she was 
delighted to be undertaking 
the solemn task, both on be-
half of the shire council and 
in honour of her grandfather 
Eric Brokensha, who served 
as an engineer in Papua New 
Guinea in World War II.

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil Citizen of the Year Don 
Turner, also laid a wreath, re-
membering his own military 
service as well as that of his 
father Cliff Turner, a member 
of the 2nd/14th Field Regi-
ment, which saw action in 
Borneo and New Guinea dur-
ing World War II.

Don was in the Army Re-
serve and Citizen Military 
Forces as a member of the 
2nd/15th Field Regiment 
based in Dandenong. He 
said in the early 1980s, the 
2nd/14th was looking for a 
flag bearer for the Melbourne 
Anzac Day parade. Don 

proudly took that honour as a 
tribute to his father.

Vietnam veteran John 
Methven OAM led last 
Wednesday’s brief com-
memoration. Fellow Vietnam 
veteran Bill Noble read The 
Ode and in her capacity as 
president of South Gippsland 
Legacy, Legatee Jane Ross 

read the poem In Flanders 
Fields. Fellow Legatee Krish-
na Methven responded with 
the poem The Answer.

Peter Buitenhuis delivered 
a moving rendition of The 
Last Post and Reveille.

Those gathered did their best 
to sing the National Anthem 
through their Covid masks.

Wreath laying her 
first official duty

Vietnam veterans Gordon Skidmore (left) and Bill Noble (right) with Bass Coast Shire Citi-
zen of the Year and former Army reservist Don Turner at the San Remo Remembrance Day 
commemoration.

Bugler Peter Buitenhuis, who gave a flawless rendition of The 
Last Post and Reveille at the San Remo Cenotaph.

Cr Rochelle Halstead, newly minted Bass Coast Shire Councillor, undertook her first official 
duty by laying a wreath at the San Remo Cenotaph on Remembrance Day. She is pictured 
with Vietnam veteran John Methven, who led proceedings.
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The future of local media is in your hands
We need your help to secure 
the future of local newspapers
Go to localnewsinnovation.org or scan the below QR code
to be a part of Australia’s largest survey on local news:

                       Enter the draw to win one of 10 iPads

This study has 
Deakin University 
ethics approval,
(ref: HAE-20-141). 

is in your hands

one of 10 iPads

A new Local Produce Hub at the 
Rusty Water Brewery Restaurant 
and Bar is helping promote Phillip 
Island producers and has forged 
new business relationships.

Like most local businesses, this 
year’s Covid lockdown had a devas-
tating impact on business.

But it also brought a new oppor-
tunity.

“When Covid hit initially, we 
closed down for two weeks,” said 
Neil Gillin.

“In those two weeks, we looked at 
what was happening in the restau-
rant trade on the island. Everybody 
reverted to takeaway.”

Neil was keen to create a point 
of difference and came up with the 
concept of creating space in their 
restaurant for local produce.

“We always wanted to do some-
thing like this, but you get busy do-
ing the day to day routine, and we 
never got around to it.

“Covid gave us the opportunity to 
sit down and analyse how we want-
ed it to work, what products to have 
in there, and give it a trial.”

The new Local Produce Hub at 
Rusty Water Brewery features prod-
ucts from Phillip Island and Bass 
Coast businesses.

Purple Hen Wines. Green Gully 
Brewing Company, Phillip Island 
Wine Estates, French Island Vine-
yards, The Gurdies Winery, Phillip 
Island Honey, Bassine Specialty 
Cheeses, Farmhouse Fudge Compa-

ny, Top Hill Farm Meats, Kitehaven 
Olive Oil, Phillip Island Brewing 
Company, a mix of teas, relish and 
jams from the Wild Food Farm, 
and pasta from Prego Pasta are all 
available.

Neil said the Hub created a point 
of difference for the restaurant, 
helped support other businesses 
and forged new relationships.

“We have always believed in tak-
ing a collaborative approach, and 
we were trying to develop a win-
win situation, that was good for all 
parties.

“For example, the Farmhouse 
Fudge Company is a relatively new 
business that focused on selling at 
markets,” Neil said.

“When those stopped, they need-
ed another way to sell their product. 
We were able to help with that.”

As well as providing an outlet for 
other producers, the new relation-
ships has led to Phillip Island Brew-
ing Company beers being available 
at Purple Hen and Phillip Island 
Wine Estates and will soon arrive 
on French Island.

Neil’s also working with the other 
producers to put together Christmas 
Hampers that will be available lo-
cally and through the Click for Vic 
website.

“We’re excited about the opportu-
nity the hub will provide to showcase 
the island and Bass Coast produce.

“And it brings another dimension 
to our business.

“You’re welcome to drop in and 
buy something, you don’t have to be 
eating in,” Neil explained.

“Just drop buy, have a look and 
hopefully take home some local 
products.”

On display
Initially conceived as a temporary 

measure, a grant from Bass Coast 
Shire Council’s Covid support fund 
has helped turn the Local Produce 
Hub into a permanent fi xture.

“We applied for money to remodel 
the lower bar area, fi lling in some 
walls and creating additional space 
for the hub,” Neil explained.

“Part of the application was 
for custom made shelving for the 
venue.”

Receiving the grant provided sup-
port for two more local businesses.

“Dave from McLaren Builders did 
all the remodelling and restructur-
ing work, while Luke Marshall Cab-
inets designed and built the custom-
made cabinets.

“Now everything is really well 
displayed and it’s easy for custom-
ers to look at and buy,” said Neil.

“We’re really excited about how it 
will go now Melbourne people are 
back on the island. There’s people 
everywhere – it’s great. It’s what we 
wanted.

“It’s been a pretty tough six 
months for everybody. Seeing peo-
ple back is good for the spirits and 
good for the island.”

The National Vietnam Veterans Mu-
seum formally reopened its doors last 
week on Remembrance Day.

“Coronavirus has certainly had sig-
nifi cant impacts upon our Museum,” 
said General Manager Phil Dressing.

“Although our Nui Dat Café was 
open throughout the pandemic, offer-
ing take away food and drink, the Mu-
seum proper was closed from March 
25 after the fi rst wave, reopened on 
June 1 then closed again August 5.

“We’ve already seen an infl ux of 
visitors and we suspect that this year’s 
holiday season will be bigger than 
ever, once again proving we are a re-
silient lot. We knew we’d come back 
stronger than ever.”

While the doors were closed, work 
at the Museum continued in the back-
ground.

“We successfully applied to the Fed-
eral Government’s Building Better Re-
gions Fund for a grant to have a forty 
(40) square metre Education Facility 
constructed by EcoLiv Sustainable 
Buildings,” Phil said.

“The building was delivered and set 
down on a pre-prepared foundation 
around four weeks ago. It will be used 
as an adjunct to our Vung Tau Room 
and our Caribou Classroom.”

A further grant from the Bass Coast 
Shire enabled the Museum to fi t out the 
room with a small fridge and television.

A formal opening of the new facil-
ity is being arranged and Phil said 
invitations have been extended to the 
Federal Minister for Veterans Affairs, 
The Honourable Darren Chester MP, 
local Federal Member, The Honour-
able Russell Broadbent MP and local 
councillors.

“Additionally, our unabashed am-
bition to build a new, purpose-built 
Museum on land recently purchased 
fronting Phillip Island Road continues.

“Town planners have been appointed 
to develop and lodge a planning permit 
with Council and an architect, experi-
enced in similar projects, has been ap-
pointed to draft a primary design.”

Phil said that these projects are be-
ing carried forward despite Coronavi-
rus impacts.

“It was important to maintain the 
fabric of our Museum moving forward 
into a different future than we expect-
ed,” he said.

“Our biggest challenge is to now 
generate signifi cant local and tourist 
interest enabling us to become more 
fi nancially secure allowing us to move 
confi dently forward”.

Everyone in the community, 
especially young people, is en-
couraged to continue to get tested 
for COVID-19 to build resilience 
against a third wave.

You should be tested if you dis-
play even the mildest Covid symp-
toms, including: fever, chills or 
sweats, cough, sore throat, short-
ness of breath, runny nose, or loss 
of sense of smell or taste.

With the return of visitors and 
part-time residents from Mel-
bourne, there is expected to be in-
creased demand for tests and on 
medical services, so testing times 
have been adjusted.

Cowes:
• Phillip Island Health Hub (24 

hours a day). Call 5951 2100.

• Pre-operation testing 2pm – 
3pm daily.

• The quickest time for testing 
will be before 8am and after 8pm.

Wonthaggi:
BCH is trialling extended test-

ing hours at the Wonthaggi Hos-
pital drive through.

• Tuesday, November 17 to 
Thursday, November 19 Novem-
ber: 9am – 1pm

• You can also book a test with 
Wonthaggi Medical Group, Mon-
day to Friday from 1pm – 5pm. Pre-
operation testing between 10am 
– 11am. Ph: 0492 036 568.

People should phone their doc-
tor or the Coronavirus hotline on 
1800 675 398 if their symptoms 
get worse.

A government grant has enabled the Vietnam Veterans Museum to purchase 
a new Education Facility, built by local fi rm EcoLiv Sustainable Buildings.

Museum open 
once more

Take the test

A Covid silver lining
Neil Gillin at Rusty Water Brewery Restaurant and Bar said the new Local Produce Hub is a way to showcase-
quality products from Phillip Island and surrounds.
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BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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FENCING
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ISLAND TIMBER 
AND FENCING

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers, 

brush panels etc.
ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber 

NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

EARTHMOVINGEARTHMOVING

LK
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85

611 Ventnor Road, Cowes
0418 383 881 - 5956 8615

Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

l 10m3 tippers l Bobcat
l 4 ton excavators l Post hole borers

l Driveways l Rubbish removed
l Quarry materials supplies l Blocks cleared

EXCAVATIONS
NEAL McRAE
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CLEANING FLUE/CHIMNEY
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Richie Laing
Since 1987

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ELECTRICIAN

JBROWN 
ELECTRICS 

JOSHUA BROWN 
M 0448 804 321
E jbrownelectrics@gmail.com

REC: 28634

JBROWN 
ELECTRICS 

JOSHUA BROWN 
M 0448 804 321
E jbrownelectrics@gmail.com

REC: 28634

Your local and reliable electrician, no job too big or too smallYour local and reliable electrician, no job too big or too small

ANTENNAS & TV
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Digital antenna installs & service, TV wall-mounting  
& install, home theatre & surround sound set-up, 

satellite dish supply, install & service, 
new house/extension pre-wiring for TV & AV, TV 

points, telephone & data paints & cabling ...and more!
Call for advice or book in today!

0400 722 503

4 Glen Isla Court
Cowes 3922

E mavtvs@gmail.com
W: mavtv.com.au 

ABN 72 837 466 589

ELECTRICIAN

Onshore Electrical Services
• INDUSTRIAL  • COMMERCIAL  • DOMESTIC

Text or call

Jason 0409 177 871

Servicing Bass Coast for 30 Years
R.E.C. 12814

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE
Service & Repairs

20 The Concourse • Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

•  Short & Long term  
hire available with  
mechanic onsite  
for service & repairs
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ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
Phillip Island

5956 9551 / 0417 141 035

• Registered building practitioners
• Worksafe approved l Fully insured

• All areas/free quotes LK
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ELECTRICIAN

New homes and  
renovations
Emergency  
service calls
Maintenance  
and repairs
New appliance  
installations
Fault finding
Phone, data, TV  
installs and repairs

0401 851 831
maxroyalelectrical@gmail.com

LIC: A56425  REC: 27368

FREE
no obligationquotes
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FENCING

• All aspects of timber fencing • Gates
• Demolition and removal • Residential homes

• Holiday homes • Repairs
For a free measure and quote 
Call Pat 0431 514 518
coastalfences01@gmail.com

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU22840

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

STILL OPEN

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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CONCRETER
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0402 454 742

Luke Hinrichs – Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,

Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS
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CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

CONCRETER
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* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

MARK ATLEY 
CONCRETING

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

EST. 1983

EARTHMOVING
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

BUILDER
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R & K Burt – Builders
Servicing Phillip Island since 1987

• New homes • Extensions  • Renovations
• Decks • Maintenance repairs

Ring Ray 0417 107 835

DB - U9108 521191
Member

BUILDER

INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER  DB-U 61563

CARPET CLEANING

Glen: 0405 415 133
Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

• Carpet • Rugs • Deck • Floor Tiles
• STEAM CLEANING

• Truck mount machine

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING
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CARPENTER

Island Carpentry
All things timber and much more.

Property  maintenance.
Concreting

0459287540Glen Aylett

glen aylett.ga@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

• Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
• Commercial - domestic - upholstery

• Rental bond specialists 
• Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING LK
00

00
8A

A

0415 106 443   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

BLINDS & CARPET

Carpets
Blinds

Furniture
155 Thompson Ave, Cowes

www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au
Ph: 5952 1488

CONCRETER

EXCAVATION & TIPPER HIRE

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  2.5 m3 TIPPER & 1.7T EXCAVATOR      
WITH OPERATOR

n  TIGHT ACCESS EARTH WORKS
n  CONCRETE / RUBBLE / SPOIL REMOVAL
n  HOLE DRILLING 
n  DRIVEWAYS & PATHS
n  TRENCHING & FOOTINGS
n  FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED
n  SITE PREP & MUCH MORE!!
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LANDSCAPING
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GRACE LANDSCAPES
Design Solutions, Beautiful Landscapes

www.heathgracelandscapes.com
8 Vista Place, Cape Woolamai

Heath Grace 0404 596 504
heath@heathgracelandscapes.com

ROOFING
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• Domestic & Commercial • Repairs
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
• Aluminium Gutter Guard • Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
METAL ROOFINGMETAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

FENCING

SIMPLE
F E N C I N G

Phillip Island and surrounds

0406 225 442
simplefencing@hotmail.com

LAWN MOWING
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FREE QUOTES  
Call Brent  0431 075 090

 Hawker’s Lawn Mowing & Maintenance  
bmhawker44@gmail.com

Lawn mowing, Garden maintenance,  
end of lease clean, ride on and push mower

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

and appliances sales

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

LAWN MOWING
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LAWN MOWING

ISLAND HOME SERVICES 
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

• Edging  • Clean Up
• Fully Insured • Plus more services

For free appraisal:
Call Russell 0400 626 961

white.rc@hotmail.com

SECURITYGLASS

5952 5570      0419 525 5885952 5570      0419 525 588

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 

Darren AndersonDarren Anderson

Reglazing Showers  Mirrors
Splashbacks  Balustrading

‘when quality counts’ WORKSWORKS
GLASS
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GLASSGLASS
Phillip Island

GLASS

LK00012AA

• Residential locksmithing & key cutting • Flyscreens
• Shower screens • Re-glazing • Security doors l Glass balustrading 

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes

sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LEWIS BETTS         A.B.N. 37 053 127 216

Glazing the Island and district

BETTSY'S

GLASS

LAWN MOWING
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Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

SEWING & ALTERATIONS

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

PAINTER & DECORATOR

0431 992 027

Old homes, restorations, real estate, 
insurance work, domestic & commercial 

Free quotes/over 25 years exp. 
Competitively priced/professional 

reliable service
julianbird8@gmail.com

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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RUBBISH REMOVAL

RUBBISH REMOVAL
We load for you - No job too small!

FOR A FAST FREE QUOTE
CALL SHANE 0407 599 616 OR 5678 2002

We can also remove unwanted cars, trucks, 
motorbikes and scrap metal for FREE

LOCAL TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

- 7 days - LK00026AB

FENCING

LK
00

03
0A

A

Paling Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls

FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au

LAWN MOWING
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello
PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fi tting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

Business Guide Business Guide
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MOWER REPAIRS

PAINTER

Internal & external.
No job too big  
or too small.
Will provide a  
friendly service with 
reasonable prices.

0410 621 189

PEST CONTROL

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE

H    H    H    H    H

Treatment
of all 
pests

23 years experience 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COMPETITIVE PRICES

• Termites • Rodents • Fleas • Bees
• Cockroaches • Spiders • Wasps

• Soil treatments • Red Stop Barriers Installed

Mobile: 0419 543 637
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PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546
chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLASTERING

ROBERT STEEL
0491112240

WWW.4REALPLASTERING.COM.AU

LAWN MOWING
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

TREE CARE NOW
• Lawn Mowing  

– Acreage/Residential
• Stump Grinding

• Chipping
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TREE SERVICES
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Sean 0439 900 091
www.treecarenow.net

• Tree & Stump removal
• Pruning 
• Chipping

Fully insured

TREE CARE NOW

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANINGWINDOW CLEANING
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ventnor property
maintenance
free quotes, no job to small

tim waterton
lawn mowing, rubbish removal, cleanups, 
windows cleaned, all general odd jobs.
M: 0491 141 580
E: twaterton3@hotmail.com

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TIMBER & TANKS

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au 

Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

WE KNOW  
TIMBER, HARDWARE,  
RURAL SUPPLIES  
& BUILDING MATERIALS

STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monotoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au
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STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au
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ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business Guide
CONTACT JANE ON 5952 3201 
OR EMAIL ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

Wildlife plan a joke
Shame on Phillip Island Nature 

Parks! Instead of embracing all the 
wildlife on our beautiful island you 
are disposing of them in the cruel-
lest way. 

The Millowl Project is frankly a 
joke as locals know there have been 
at least 100 geese killed already; 
you don’t care what the public con-
sultation period says as you’ve al-
ready started the killing! 

I am appalled that this project 
went anything past the first email, 
the wildlife was here first. 

If farmers have issues, then they 
can build fencing, obtain their own 
“management” licence, or they are 
welcome to relocate. The island 
could be an amazing natural at-
traction, but instead the very people 
that are meant to be looking after it 
are destroying it. Wonder how PINP 
would feel if people started com-
plaining about their little money 
penguins? This is disgusting, it’s 
all about money and that’s not what 
our island should be about. 

J Burns, Cowes

Wildlife plan concerns
The Draft Phillip Island (Millowl) 

Wildlife Plan to “manage” Cape Bar-
ren Geese, Swamp Wallabies and 
possums is on the Engage Victoria 
website for public consultation. 

While appearing nice and hav-
ing some good suggestions, like 
Strategy 1 that actions should be 
evidence-based and Task 26 to tri-
al providing alternative water for 
wildlife to lure them away from 
congregating at farmers dams and 
roadside ditches, it also has some 
very concerning proposals. 

Are people aware methods of 
“wildlife management” include 
“harvesting and lethal control”? 

Some proposals are particularly 
concerning – to issue long term 
ATCW permits to landowners giv-
ing them authority to “control” Cape 
Barren Geese, Swamp Wallabies 
and Possums; develop conditions 
to facilitate the use of carcasses for 
“research” and “cultural purposes”. 

There are many unanswered 
questions: which animals, how 
many to be killed, by what means, 
who would oversee it to ensure the 
killing was humane? 

Why are no animal welfare, rescue, 
pro-wildlife groups included on the 
Steering Group working on this Plan? 

The proposal to look at the feasibil-

ity of authorising “commercial use” 
of wildlife including commercially 
harvesting Cape Barren Geese eggs 
is also concerning, when their own 
data (Appendix 1) shows numbers 
have stabilised and have actually 
been decreasing in the last couple 
of years. Phillip Island is a special 
place because of its natural environ-
ment and precious wildlife. 

Cape Barren Geese are unique, 
found nowhere else except a few small 
areas on the south coast of Australia. 

Our Swamp wallabies are shy and 
solitary, living mostly in dense veg-
etation with research (Appendix 2) 
showing wallaby grazing has no 
significant impact on vegetation di-
versity or cover. 

I know our community, visitors 
and tourists love our geese and 
wallabies, they’re a drawcard to be 
spotted in the wild. 

I encourage everyone to read the 
draft Plan and respond to the sur-
vey if you have any objections or 
concerns to any of the proposals. 

If you don’t have your say now, si-
lence will be taken as consent, that 
you agree with what is being put for-
ward to “manage” and “control” our 
precious wildlife on Phillip Island.

Grazyna Mackiewicz, Cape Woolamai

AGL wildlife risk
I am unable to understand how the 

AGL proposal for a gas import termi-
nal in Crib Point is being considered. 
The proposed gas import facility is 
in an area protected for migratory 
birds under the international Ramsar 
agreement; Australia should stand by 
this agreement. Westernport Bay is a 
wetland tidal bay, holding the second 
most southerly forest of white man-
groves in the world, the most south-
erly is at Tidal Bay abutting Wilsons 
Prom. Mangroves have been shown 
to sequester large amounts of carbon, 
and to put this at risk is unacceptable. 
To put the wildlife, dolphins, seals, 
whales, penguins, unique underwa-
ter wildlife at risk is unacceptable. 
Businesses of Phillip Island and the 
Mornington Peninsula rely on the 
natural experiences that bring people 
to the area, to put this and the wildlife 
at risk is unacceptable.

Del Skinner, Somers

Environmental  
wonderland destroyed

Australia is a major exporter of 
gas yet AGL continues pushing for a 
gas import terminal and industriali-

sation of Crib Point in Westernport 
Bay.

Monstrous, 300m length lique-
fied gas ships will enter our beauti-
ful bay almost weekly and dump 47 
kilos of chlorine into the sea daily 
while converting to gas.

What about the wildlife – pen-
guins, dolphins, fish, sea-grasses 
and the birds taking sanctuary in 
the Ramsar wetland of internation-
al importance, not to mention all the 
residents who vehemently oppose 
this proposal?

The directors of Rio Tinto were 
forced to resign after blowing-up 
indigenous rock shelters in WA, but 
AGL’s directors should resign now, 
before this magnificent environ-
mental wonderland is destroyed. It 
will be too late afterwards. 

Lynn Trakell, Somers on Western-
port Bay

Noise, noise, noise
The Covid shutdown period had 

some positives. The best outcome for 
the island was the return of birdlife.

The morning and evening sound 
of native birds included the appear-
ance of many species missing for 
the last 30 years.

Wedge tailed eagles, black cocka-
toos, wattle birds, kookaburras, 
magpies and many small visitors.

Suddenly, that is a memory. 
The racetrack has resumed 95 

dBA for nine hours a day for 300 
days per year. Helicopters are a con-
stant in the afternoons.

The noise discharge is a blatant an-
nouncement of fossil fuel burning. It 
is in direct contradiction to Council’s 
climate change emergency. Phone 
calls to EPA are told it is a Council 
problem. BCSC says it is EPA. Col-
lectively, there is no control.

Both authorities argue that there 
are minimal complaints. That is 
correct. Since 1989 when the church 
hall was full to the brim with con-
cerned locals complaining about 
constant noise, the numbers willing 
to resist have dwindled. 

There is no response to requests 
for control, what can people do?

The Visitor Economy Strategy 
(VES) states that the environment is 
the economy. It can be argued that the 
racetrack and helicopters create jobs. 

So does coal mining.
The island is now able to take ad-

vantage of the new international 
travel restrictions with greater de-
mand for local destinations. 

There is a need to deliver an en-

vironmentally sensitive product. Is 
it time Council set up a complaint 
phoneline where it is easy to regis-
ter unacceptable noise? 

In line with the VES, all business-
es should be required to develop an 
Environmental Management Plan 
in which all impacts including solid 
waste are reduced each year. 

Pizza boxes come to mind.
Other local sources of unacceptable 

noise are small planes, jet skis, dogs 
barking on the beach and all night. 

Do we have an entitlement to peace 
and bird listening? The wind and the 
ocean make their own music. 

Phil Wright, Smiths Beach

Don’t destroy  
thriving biosphere

I am a resident of Crib Point, a small 
town south of Hastings on Western 
Port Bay, and I am strongly opposed 
to the proposal by AGL to install a 
Floating Regasification Storage Unit 
at the end of Crib Point jetty. 

I am sure you are aware that AGL 
have presented an Environment Ef-
fects Statement (EES) to the Depart-
ment of Environment, Land, Water & 
Planning (DWELP), which is current-
ly undergoing Hearing Procedures 
following the receipt of a record 
10,000 Submissions against the EES.

AGL intend to daily dump over 40 li-
tres of chlorine into Western Port Bay 
in order to clean their vessel, as well as 
withdrawing hundreds of thousands 
of litres daily from the Bay, returning 
it at temperatures that will potentially 
kill seagrasses, fish, waterbirds and 
destroy a thriving biosphere.

The Crib Point community has 
many concerns regarding AGL’s 
proposal, but I write to emphasise 
serious threats which also impact on 
other communities bordering West-
ern Port Bay, such as Tooradin, Pak-
enham, Phillip Island and the Shires 
of Cardinia, Mornington Peninsula 
and Bass Coast, which rely heavily 
on a large tourist industry, support-
ed by Fairy Penguins, Koalas, Vine-
yards, hospitality and more.

As we emerge from the winter hi-
bernation that lockdown enforced 
upon us, we acknowledge our depen-
dence on the beautiful assets of West-
ern Port Bay. We are reminded of the 
fragility of our environment and en-
croaching effects of climate change. 
We cannot allow AGL’s dirty gas 
proposal to threaten this natural bal-
ance. By allowing an annual increase 
of at least 40 huge gas tankers into 

the bay we compromise the safety of 
whales travelling north; we endanger 
penguins, seals, dolphins and other 
important life in our waters; and we 
increase the risk of a collision that 
would have irreparable repercus-
sions to the ecology of our coastline.

Sara Elizabeth, Crib Point.

Cowes possible progress?
As Phillip Island heads into traffic 

jam season, everybody has an opin-
ion about how to get more people 
here, or fewer. One recent report 
on general problems with traffic in-
forms that proportion of urban real 
estate now dedicated to cars is more 
than 20 per cent. For a town want-
ing to attract visitors, obviously this 
percentage needs to be bigger.

It was front page news in Advertis-
er recently that another small part 
of Cowes Activity Plan might hap-
pen soon, partial closure of Thomp-
son Avenue, between Chapel Street 
and Esplanade. Evidently traders 
flip and flop between opinion that 
they’ll lose trade if customers can’t 
park their car on the door step and 
opinion that vehicle movements are 
already too many and too noisy, es-
pecially when big trucks, buses and 
boy racers roar up and down.

On the day of Melbourne Cup, when 
relaxation of regulations allowed out-
door dining, it was too late notice for 
anybody to do anything. What an op-
portunity missed, to make the whole 
street pedestrian only? With regular 
visits to Sydney, a few years ago, one 
particular street near The Rocks was 
completely transformed with upside 
down umbrella type shades, connect-
ed to be even rain proof, with market 
and other stalls of interest. And heaps 
of people. In comparison, no business 
in Cowes can ever be viable based on 
customers from precious car parking 
space in front of their shop.

Cars are the problem, not solution, 
from a bloke old enough to know life 
before cars. In Australia, the score 
is as low as 1.2 people per car on the 
road. If all plans, by all planners, 
from Shire to Tourism to even good 
old VicRoads aim to deliver more 
people into Cowes, then cars need to 
stay out, at least as far as the carnival 
site, with free shuttle bus, electric of 
course, back and forth down Thomp-
son Avenue to Chapel Street. Surely 
there’s enough time to organise it 
this year, before Thompson Avenue 
is choked, noise and smell going no-
where, no pleasure for anybody?

Bernie McComb, Cowes.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au
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CLASSIFIEDS SEEK BUY SELL

TRAILER TENT
Best quality canvas with 
full size zippered and 
fully enclosed annexe. 
Excellent condition 
$2900.00 ONO. 
Phone 0407 900 989

1 PARKWOOD PELLET 
HEATER
Excellent condition
Flu included
Most eco friendly heater 
on the market
Asking Price - $750
Ring 0400 274 909

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meet-
ings Bass Coast Shire, 
Wonthaggi - Tuesday 
8pm; AA Cowes Big 
Book meeting at St Phil-
ip’s Church (opp. Coles) 
- Tuesday 7pm, 0417 
317 470; Salvation Army 
building, McKenzie St., 
Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.
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Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
RepaiRs and 

RestoRations 
From timber to metal - 
small to large projects

Reasonable prices
Open Tues & Thurs 

9am to noon

Contact Terry on 
0438 808 428

Members should check their 
church websites for details of 
service times and guidelines.

UNITING CHURCH:
www.cowes.unitingchurch.org.

au/minister.php

www.facebook.com/
pages/St-Johns-Uniting-

Church/828979940479969 

BAPTIST CHURCH:
www.islandbaptist.org.au/

HOPE CHURCH:  
are emailing members

www.islandhopechurch.com/

CATHOLIC CHURCH:
www.cdsale.org.au/ 

coronavirus 
www.cdsale.org.au/
prayer-and-reflection

ST PHILLIP’S ANGLICAN 
CHURCH: 

www.anglicanparishbass- 
phillipisland.org/ 

www.facebook.com/ 
stphilipscowes/

PHILLIP ISLAND SURF 
CHURCH:

www.facebook.com/pages/
category/ 

Christian-Church/Surf-Church-
Phillip-Island- 

360300548086709/ 

CHURCH 
NOTICES

RETAIL STAFF WANTED

Well established shop 
in Cowes, Great oppor-
tunities of seasonal or 
long term Retail Assis-
tant jobs. Enthusiastic, 
reliable and experi-
enced candidates are 
welcome. 

Please contact: 

ChiChi 0407 550 480

Due to uncertainty of Corona Virus rules  
the AGM Members wishing to attend  
by Zoom will need to register before  

Friday 27th November 2020.

To register: Email your name and email address  
to barbaraowen1943@gmail.com

Barbara Owen, Secretary.                                                          

Annual General Meeting  
for 2020 will be held by Zoom.
Sunday 29th November  
at 2.00pm

1. The proposed facility comprises the replacement of six (6) redundant panel antennas 
(2630mm L) with three (3) new 5G panel antennas (810mm L) and three (3) 4G panel 
antennas (2533mm L); reconfiguration of three (3) existing panel antennas; ancillary 
equipment to be upgraded including new remote radio units, swap out of tower mounted 
amplifiers, cabling and feeders; and internal works within the equipment shelter to improve 
Telstra’s mobile phone network including 5G.

2. Telstra regards the proposed installation as a ‘Low impact’ Facility under the 
Telecommunications (Low Impact Facilities) Determination 2018 based on the
description above. 

3. In accordance with Section 7 of C564:2018 Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment Code, 
we invite you to provide feedback about the proposal.  Further information and/or 
comments should be directed to: Planning Consultant on behalf of Telstra, via email to 
planning.vic@servicestream.com.au, via post to Planning Consultant, Servicestream, 
PO Box 14570, Melbourne, VIC 8001 by 5pm 4th December 2020.

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE A TELSTRA MOBILE 
PHONE BASE STATION AT 46 COWES-RHYLL RD, 

COWES 3922, TELSTRA SITE ID: COWES RT 
WWW.RFNSA.COM.AU/3922007 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/DRAFTSPERSON – Full Time
Award winning building design company Beaumont Building Design is seeking an experienced architectural 

draftsperson to join our new San Remo office. Candidates will possess relevant qualifications and have 
experience in documentation of residential and commercial building projects. The ability to prepare  

production drawings from beginning to end using Autocad OR Revit drafting program is advantageous.

Applications by COB Friday 4th December 2020

Ashley Beaumont

Email: ashley@beaumontbuildingdesign.com.au

Intermediate/
Senior Accountant
At Flourishing Figures, we want to 

inspire family businesses to understand 
their money story and by 2022, we 

want to be the go-to business advisors 
for female-led small businesses in the 

Gippsland/Bass Coast region. 

About you:
• You know your tax stuff 

(minimum 3 years tax experience)
• You know how to prepare 

Financial Accounts, Tax Returns 
and BAS for different entity types

• Experience with SMSF’s is a bonus
• You love Xero 
• You love technology and finding 

ways to automate tasks
• Great communication skills 

(there’ll be lots of talking to clients 
and getting to know them)

• Attention to detail
• Problem solving skills

• CA or CPA or working towards
  

Send your CV and cover letter
 to Shelley, at info@ff.tax 

1300 865 624
www.flourishingfigures.com.au
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Gippsland Disability Advocacy is a community-
based Disability Advocacy organisation covering 
the Gippsland region. Our mission is to advocate, 
promote, and be responsive to the welfare, rights, 
and interests of people with disabilities, and to 
build a more inclusive community. Our vision is 
that through advocacy, people with disabilities are 
empowered to exercise their rights.

As a result of new ILC funding, an opportunity exists 
for enthusiastic, self-motivated, and self-disciplined 
individuals for two place-based positions. 

Project Coordinator – Information 
Linkages and Capacity Building.
18 hours a week (0.5 FTE) 
– Fixed Term period ending October 1st, 2022.

• 1 position located in East Gippsland 

• 1 position located in Bass Coast 
or South Gippsland.

Using a Community Development focus, Individual 
Capacity Building (ICB) activities build the collective 
capacity of people with disability by ensuring they 
have the knowledge, skills, and confi dence they 
need to set and achieve their goals. The activities 
must be for the primary and direct benefi t of 
people with disability, developed and delivered in 
collaboration with people with disabilities. 
Establishing and supporting Peer-Led Support 
groups in designated townships is imperative to 
these roles. 

To apply, you must supply a covering letter as 
well as addressing the Key Selection Criteria and 
Resume including the name of three (3) professional 
referees to: administration@gdai.org.au

For more information on the role contact Adrian 
Terranova – Executive Offi  cer Gippsland Disability 
Advocacy on 0428 971 390. 
Position Description can be obtained via 
www.gdai.com.au  

These two positions close at 5.00pm 
on Wednesday 3rd December 2020. 

We are looking for bar and waiting staff  
who are focused on providing  

excellent customer service. 

Experience is preferable but not essential. 

Applicants must be available  
to work evenings and weekends.

Current RSA required. 

Current TAB accreditation  
is an advantage. 

Please forward your resume to:
Ben Fisher, San Remo Hotel-Motel,

145 Marine Parade, San Remo 3925
office@sanremohotel.net

SITUATION VACANT

BAR AND WAIT STAFF
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The YMCA is an equal opportunity employer and iscommitted to the safeguarding of children and young people.

Go online for the full Position Description andother careers at www.ymca.org.au/careers

Program Coordinator
S/S Grade 4: $ 28.70 per hour + 

super
An amazing opportunity awaits two community 
focused, fitness leaders to join the Y Bass Coast 
in the position of Program Coordinator at each of 
the YMCA Bass Coast and Phillip Island centres. 
With responsibility to lead the health & wellness 
teams and drive the growth and excellence of 
fitness and stadium based programs at the Y.

For more information please contact:
 rreebbeeccccaa..wwiillssoonn@@yymmccaa..oorrgg..aauu

Applications close 23 November 2020.

Top Inva Care Pegasus 
Scooter, with 2 new 
batteries and 1 charger 
- $800. 
0439 801 323

FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

“Beloved, let 
us love one 
another, for 

love is of God; 
and everyone 
who loves is 
born of God 
and knows 

God,” 

1 John 4:7, NKJV

The Minister for Health, Martin Foley MP, is 
pleased to invite applications for part time 
board positions of public hospitals (including 
multi purpose services and early parenting 
centres) with terms of office commencing 
from 1 July 2021.   

Safe and high quality healthcare for all  
Victorians is a priority of the Victorian Govern-
ment. Applicants for board directorships must 
be able to demonstrate and provide evidence 
in support of the skills they identify in their 
applications. 

These positions provide an exciting oppor-
tunity for members of the Victorian public 
with relevant experience and qualifications to 
contribute to the strategic leadership of public 
health care delivery to the community.  

Bass Coast Health (BCH) is seeking appli-
cations for board director positions; board 
meetings are normally held monthly on the 
fourth Thursday, during business hours. Board 
directors are encouraged to join a board 
sub-committee; these meetings are normally 
held on the same day as the board meeting. 

The Victorian Government is committed to en-
suring boards and committees broadly reflect 
the diversity of the Victorian community. Appli-
cations are welcomed from women, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people, people of 
all ages, people with disabilities, people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds 
and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, gender 
diverse and intersex people. 

Applications close at 5.00 pm  
Monday 30 November 2020. 

Further information including how to 
apply, please visit  
www.health.vic.gov.au/governance JO
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t 5671 3333   f 5671 3300
e info@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au

Appointments to the boards of 
directors of public hospitals  
(including multi purpose services  
and early parenting centres)

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES SITUATIONS 
VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT
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CLASSIFIEDS SEEK BUY SELL

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206

OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

Need staff 
for Summer?

P: 5952 3201      ads@pisra.com.au
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Cover all your bases 
by advertising with us:
  Social Media     Print
  Online Subscribers

Position Vacancies
Bass Coast Health

Bass Coast Health is seeking applications for 
the following positions:
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Part Time – Closes 22/11/20
PLUMBER 
Full Time – Closes 27/11/20
PHYSIOTHERAPIST – Grade 2  
Fixed Term Part Time – Closes 18/11/20
PHYSIOTHERAPIST – Grade 2 
Permanent Part Time – Closes 20/11/20
INTERGRATED FAMILY SERVICES  
PRACTITIONER  
Permanent Full Time – Closes 20/11/20
REFERRAL CLERK 
Permanent Full Time – Closes 22/11/20
GENERAL EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST – 
QUALIFIED CHEF 
Casual – Closes 24/11/20
REFERRAL CO-ORDINATOR 
Permanent Part Time – Closes 27/11/20
ASSOCIATE NURSE UNIT MANAGER  
– EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closes 30/11/20
REGISTERED NURSE – Grade 2 
Fixed Term Part Time – Closes 30/11/20
For full position details, a position 
description and how to apply, please refer 
to the BCH website basscoasthealth.org.au 
or contact Human Resources via email  
hr@basscoasthealth.org.au JO
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t 5671 3333   f 5671 3300
e info@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au

Mary MacKillop
Catholic Regional College

Teachers for 2021  
with combinations of:

- Religious Education 
- Mathematics 7-10 
- Physical Education  

(Possible PE KLA) 7-10 
- English 7-12 
- Agricultural Science  

and General Science 
- Humanities 7-10

Full and part time positions available

All Staff must demonstrate an active  
commitment to the ethos of a Catholic school. 
Mary MacKillop College is a Child-Safe school.

For further information please visit our website  
or contact the Principal’s Personal Assistant,  

Carly Kitchingman  
ckitchingman@mmcrc.catholic.edu.au 

Applications close 9am,  
Tuesday 24th November 2020.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newhaven College is an independent 
co-educational school on Phillip 

Island offering quality education for 
students from Prep to Year 12. 

 

Property Manager 
 

For details on requirements, duties and 
responsibilities, visit our College Website 
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/about/

work-at-newhaven 
 
Applications close 5.00pm, Friday 27 

November 2020 and should be 
submitted to 

katrina.lawrence@newhavencol.vic.edu.au 
 

Newhaven College is a child safe environment. 
Every child has a right to be safe, and at the 

College we have a zero tolerance for child safety 
risks (including child abuse and reportable 

conduct).  As such, preferred applicants will be 
subject to child protection screening, background 

and reference checks, verification of identity checks 
and must adhere to the College’s child safe 
practices, as outlined in the Child Protection 

Program policies available on the College website. 

 

South Coast Taxis are preparing for a busy  
summer and the easing of restrictions by  
seeking more Taxi Drivers. 

The positions would suit both those looking 
to earn some extra income or those looking for 
more regular job.

The shifts are available from both our Cowes 
and Wonthaggi Depots working the areas of 
Phillip Island, Wonthaggi or Leongatha.

The successful applicants must be experienced 
drivers, be available to work a mix of days, 
nights and weekends and hold the appropriate 
licenses including the Taxi Driver Accreditation. 
(which can be sourced once successful).
Please phone 5951 4600 or send your resume to 
Brendan at: operations@southcoastbus.com.au 
or post PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED.

We are seeking a passionate retail worker to join 
us as a store manager to take the reins in store 

now that we have a thriving online retail presence 
in addition to our storefront on Phillip Island.  

Candidates must have retail experience, an eye 
for detail, amazing customer service skills and 

proven sales history. Skills and experience within 
an online retail platform, visual merchandising, 
rostering, inventory management and general 
store management looked upon favourably.  

Hours and salary are negotiable  
for the right candidate.

Please apply with a cover letter and resume  
to Garane at shop@kidsplaytoys.com.au 

outlining your relevant experience,  
your ideal work hours and relevant references.

STORE MANAGER
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EXPRESSIONS 
OF INTEREST 

SCHOOL 
CLEANING 

CONTRACTOR

Cleaners are required to attend a 
site inspection to be conducted at 

3pm on Tuesday 24th November 2020.

Contract documents will be available at that time. 
Contractors must register their attendance on 

5952 2132 prior.

All applicants must have Department approved 
cleaning panel status to clean any Victorian 

government school.  

Only short-listed applicants will be contacted.

Expressions of interest are invited from cleaning 
contractors to clean Cowes Primary School.

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT
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The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser

is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,

you may approach the
newspaper itself  

or contact the  
Council by email

info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone 

(02) 8261 1930. 
For further

information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings 
Bass Coast Shire: Cowes 
- Sunday 5-6pm, St Phil-
ip’s Church (opp. Coles); 
Wonthaggi - Friday 11am, 
Salvation Army Hall (149 
McKenzie St.). Phone 1300 
652 820 or visit na.org.au

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

South Coast Taxis are preparing for a busy  
summer and the easing of restrictions by  
seeking more Taxi Drivers. 

The positions would suit both those looking 
to earn some extra income or those looking for 
more regular job.

The shifts are available from both our Cowes 
and Wonthaggi Depots working the areas of 
Phillip Island, Wonthaggi or Leongatha.

The successful applicants must be experienced 
drivers, be available to work a mix of days, 
nights and weekends and hold the appropriate 
licenses including the Taxi Driver Accreditation. 
(which can be sourced once successful).
Please phone 5951 4600 or send your resume to 
Brendan at: operations@southcoastbus.com.au 
or post PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED.

South Coast Taxis are preparing for a busy  
summer and the easing of restrictions by  
seeking more Taxi Drivers. 

The positions would suit both those looking 
to earn some extra income or those looking for 
more regular job.

The shifts are available from both our Cowes 
and Wonthaggi Depots working the areas of 
Phillip Island, Wonthaggi or Leongatha.

The successful applicants must be experienced 
drivers, be available to work a mix of days, 
nights and weekends and hold the appropriate 
licenses including the Taxi Driver Accreditation. 
(which can be sourced once successful).
Please phone 5951 4600 or send your resume to 
Brendan at: operations@southcoastbus.com.au 
or post PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED.South Coast Taxis are preparing for a busy  
summer and the easing of restrictions by  
seeking more Taxi Drivers. 

The positions would suit both those looking 
to earn some extra income or those looking for 
more regular job.

The shifts are available from both our Cowes 
and Wonthaggi Depots working the areas of 
Phillip Island, Wonthaggi or Leongatha.

The successful applicants must be experienced 
drivers, be available to work a mix of days, 
nights and weekends and hold the appropriate 
licenses including the Taxi Driver Accreditation. 
(which can be sourced once successful).
Please phone 5951 4600 or send your resume to 
Brendan at: operations@southcoastbus.com.au 
or post PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meet-
ings Bass Coast Shire, 
Wonthaggi - Tuesday 
8pm; AA Cowes Big 
Book meeting at St 
Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 
0417 317 470; Salva-
tion Army building, 
McKenzie St., Wont-
haggi, Saturday 11am, 
5672 3627. Phone head 
office 9429 1833.
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SPORT

With good weather days almost 
equalling the ordinary ones now 
together with Melbourne visitors 
allowed back we are starting to 
see the lines at the boat ramps and 
1.5m apart shoulder to shoulder on 
the jetties.

While the growing number of 
people is not for everyone, for the 
business owners it is a welcome 
sight. It’s also great to push the but-
tons at the end of the day and reg-
ister more than a handful of dollars 
in sales.

The place actually looks alive 
again with people walking in the 
streets and the tables out the front 
of the cafes full of people.

It can be a bit frustrating at the 
boat ramps with a lot of people try-
ing to get in or out, but it certainly 
helps with the reports and getting 
an idea where the fish are.

With the fine weather and ex-
tra people around the reports this 
week have been very good with 
quality size and plenty in the es-
kies.

We even managed to put the boat 
in the water for a run and a quick 
fish on Tuesday.

Following some reports we head-
ed to the Rhyll bank on the last 
hour of the out-going tide to chase 
a whiting.

Being only half prepared and 
armed with some very soft old pil-
chards and a handful of pippies out 
of the home freezer it took two min-
utes before we had our first whit-
ing.

Within the hour another 10, six of 
which were keepers, four were over 
44cm, two salmon around 1.5kg, 
one pinkie at 38 and lost count of 
those undersize, four flathead, 
three leatherjackets and countless 
amount of toadies we headed home. 

I decided to take out one of the 
Hookem scaler bags to give them a 
try and once I got the speed right, 
which took a couple of attempts, 
and had it tumbling in the wake it 
took no time at all and all scales 
and slime was gone.

We fished in about 5m of water 
off the Rhyll bank and the whiting 
all took pilchard fillet and the pin-
kies all took pippies then as soon as 
the tide changed, all stopped.

We had plenty of other whiting 
reports and most contained sever-
al over 40cm but all, regardless of 
length were in excellent condition.

There were plenty who came 
back with none and it was a case of 
you needed to be there at the exact 
right time or nothing.

Working that out was the hardest 
thing and almost everyone told us 
the right time was that hour or so 
before or after the tide change with 
virtually nothing outside of those 
times.

It didn’t seem to matter a lot 
which whiting spot you were fish-
ing around the bay providing you 
were fishing those times.

As well as pippies and pilchard 
fillet we had a handful of reports 
from those using octopus heads 
and fresh calamari strips.

Calamari, while still elusive to 
some, are continuing to improve 
from all areas and if you are in a 
boat you shouldn’t have too many 
problems finding a couple for a 
day’s fishing.

Land based customers are report-
ing them to be a little more difficult 
to find and very timid, chasing jigs 
but not actually taking them.

You will also find they will prob-
ably disappear during the day from 
around the San Remo jetty while 
the dredge is working. Evenings 
or very early mornings might be a 
better time.

For the first time this season the 
reports from those using artificial 
jigs out fished the baited jigs with 
one thing common to all, the size 
of the calamari wasn’t anything to 
complain about.

Snapper reports continued to 
come in and are as regular as ex-
pected for this time of the year with 
the fish showing signs that they are 
not far off spawning.

The patterns are becoming far 
more obvious now and they seem to 
have settled and are schooling up.

Early morning fish head to the 
deeper water, channel edges.

As the sun gets up start to fish 
across the corals, deeper areas bet-

ter then as we get into the evening 
head to the shallows and the mud.

There are always exceptions and 
tides will have a little to do with ex-
actly where or when but from the 
reports this week that was the defi-
nite pattern.

If you don’t like catching very 
small pinkies, don’t go snapper 
fishing because there is no avoid-
ing them, they are everywhere.

The reports we get from custom-
ers that have decent snapper all 
tell us they had to put up with the 
pinkies before eventually catching 
bigger ones.

While we have seen quality snap-
per this year I would say the aver-
age size is below that of the last 
few years. Only a small handful 
of snapper over 6kg reported and 
most closer to the high 4kg but 
plenty of quality table ones just un-
der, just over 40cm.

Again, we must say a huge than-
kyou to all our local customers who 
have been supporting us over the 
last few months helping get us to 
where we are today, “still open”.

It’s also a welcome back to our 
customers from Melbourne, many 
who weren’t fishing this weekend 
but just dropped in to say hi, hav-
ing not been able to come down for 
a while.

In business you often question if 
what you are doing is right, espe-
cially in times like these, so to have 
so many Melbourne customers in 
over the weekend that waited to be 
able to come in to purchase tackle, 
rods or reels rather than from one 
of the bigger Melbourne stores was 
gratifying and much appreciated.

We had a great response to our 
Melbourne Cup weekend fishing 
comp and to continue our theme 
of giving back we are going to run 
another during December. It will 
be free entry, open to everyone and 
have a prize pool over $500. Keep 
an eye on next week’s report or on 
our Facebook page for more infor-
mation and don’t forget our weekly 
Facebook auctions.

Section 1: Koonwarra 6.62 defeat-
ed Leongatha 3.40, Korumburra 
5.59 defeated Westernport 4.58 and 
Inverloch 9.72 defeated Leongatha 
North 0.21.

Ladder: Inverloch 22, Korum-
burra 17, Koonwarra 9, Western-
port 8, Leongatha North 7 and Le-
ongatha 3.

Section 2: Outtrim 7.68 defeated 
Leongatha Barty 2.31, Leongatha 
Millman 5.57 defeated Baromi 4.56 
and Korumburra Green 7.67 defeat-
ed Korumburra Blue 2.51.

Ladder: Outtrim 16, Korumburra 
Green 13, Baromi 12, Leongatha 
Millman 11, Korumburra Blue 9 
and Leongatha Barty 4.

After early rain, the weather was 
good for tennis.

Teams were looking for fill-ins 
for both sections this week but 
managed to field teams.

Alas scoresheets only show the 
score, not the rallies and recover-
ies in some of the games.

Inverloch won all sets against 
Leongatha North in Section 1 this 
round.

This match was one of those with 
rallies and recoveries but unfortu-
nately for Leongatha North, no re-
ward in the final result.

Korumburra v Westernport was 
the closest match of the section.

The Burra boys won all three 
sets, but the ladies had a tiebreaker 

each way – the other set going to 
Westernport.

The end result, Korumburra by 
one game.

Koonwarra and Leongatha had a 
good match, with the win going to 
Koony.

The young boys Luke Marshman 
and Harry Taylor-Smith kept the 
game alive for Leongatha, but un-
fortunately it wasn’t quite enough.

In Section 2 we had the Burra der-
by, with Green and Blue facing off.

Green were the winners this time, 
but it was an enjoyable day with all 
players appreciating the comradery.

Well done to all those players.
Outtrim showed their experience 

with a win over Leongatha Barty.
It’s always a lovely day out at 

Outtrim.
Baromi v Leongatha Millman 

was the match of the round this 
week in Section 2.

Baromi won all the men’s sets 
and the Millman ladies won all 
their sets keeping the game even 
before the mixed.

Games were level as second 
mixed battled it out and finished 
after a tiebreaker – the set going to 
Leongatha Millman, and thus the 
match.

It was a good day’s tennis all 
round with all players pleased to 
have the game up and running 
again.

Section1: Leongatha 43, West-
ernport/Grantville 42, Inverloch 
Diamonds 31, Inverloch Emer-
alds 27, Bena 25, and Wonthaggi 
Chooks 22.

Section 2: Korumburra 57, Bena 

51, Phillip Island 33, Foster 22 and 
Nyora 21.

Section 3: Wonthaggi Owls 51, 
Inverloch Blue 45, Phillip Island 
Red 39, Kongwak Kookies 27 and 
Phillip Island Green 21.

Phillip Island surfer Poppy Cor-
bett finished fourth in the 16 and 
Under Girls division of the Rip 
Curl Gromsearch at Jan Juc on 
the weekend.

The event was dominated by 
Surf Coast Groms who won five of 
the six divisions.

In small clean waves, the best 
16 and Under surfers from around 
the state kicked off the new com-
petitive season with an incredible 
display of innovative surfing.

Ethan Huxtable (Jan Juc) won 
the 16 and Under Boys final, while 
Emily McGettigan (Torquay) won 
the girls’ event.

14 and Under was won by Isla 
Huppatz (girls) and Willis Droom-
er (boys), with Sophie Wilkinson 
and Remy Filer taking out the 12 

and Under events.
The top three from each division 

will progress to the National Final 
to be held at URBNSURF Wave 
Pool in Melbourne next year.

Finals Results:
16 and Under Girls
1st Emily McGettigan - 13.34
2nd Ellie Harrison - 12.67
3rd Mia Huppatz - 8.57
4th Poppy Corbett - 7.30

16 and Under Boys
1st Ethan Huxtable - 15.50
2nd Willis Droomer - 15.00
3rd Asher Lens - 10.67
4th Charlie Farrer - 9.10

Results for all divisions at www.
liveheats.com/events/4179

Boasting a 27-year history of sen-
sational historic bike racing, the In-
ternational Island Classic held on the 
Australia Day long weekend, is an 
institution at the Phillip Island Grand 
Prix Circuit.

But in this brave new COVID world 
even long-held traditions are subject 
to change, with confirmation this 
week the 2021 Island Classic meet for 
historic bikes will be postponed.

The Phillip Island circuit manage-
ment announced the decision this 
week, saying the Island Classic will 
hopefully be held later in the year, but 
in 2021 would not feature the hotly 
contested multi-nation competition, 
the International Challenge.

General Manager of the circuit, 
David Bennett, said the ongoing com-
plexities and risk associated with the 
COVID-19 pandemic had halted plan-
ning of the historic bike event.

“We had desperately hoped the situ-
ation would be different and would 
have loved to welcome everyone to an-
other Island Classic.

“But the worsening situation over-
seas and the ongoing restrictions im-
pacting the events industry locally, 
has led us to making this difficult de-
cision” said Bennett.

“We are hopeful of staging an Island 
Classic in 2021, but not in January.

“Scheduling though will be subject 
to state borders reopening, quarantine 
requirements being lifted and govern-
ment restrictions easing sufficiently to 
run a viable event. We have to wait to 
see how the COVID situation evolves 
locally in the coming months.

“We will continue to review our op-
tions to host an historic race meet at 
some stage in 2021 and look forward 

to welcoming Australian riders, his-
toric teams and race fans back to Phil-
lip Island soon.”

Run for the past 27 years on Janu-
ary’s Australia Day long weekend, 
the International Island Classic has 
attracted bike racers, their legendary 
historic bikes and hordes of race lov-
ers to Phillip Island from around the 
world.

It is one of the largest historic motor-
cycle meets in the world today.

Midweek Ladies Tennis ladder

Tennis results

Phillip Island’s Poppy Corbett (back left) finished fourth in the Rip 
Curl Gromsearch 16 and Under Girls division on the weekend.

Groms battle the 
weekend waves

Around the Bay 
WITH J I M’S BA IT A N D TACK L E

The International Island Classic, normally held on the Australia Day long 
weekend, has been postponed for 2021.

Covid-19 brings a temporary halt to historic Island Classic

Gummies are always a possibility 
this time of the year while chasing 
snapper.

Gareth is pictured with a couple 
of quality snapper for the dinner 
table.
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PHILLIP ISLAND NETBALL CLUB

Applications for Head Coach, 
(Playing or Non-playing)

Other coaching positions are B, C, D Grade  
and Under 17, 15, 13, 11.

All Positions interviewed by  
Netball Operations Manager.

Submit your resume to netball@pifnc.com.au

SPORT

A Grade
The Islands 1st XI made the 

scenic drive to Outtrim to play 
the OMK diggers for the second 
game of the season.

Losing the toss and bowling 
first the Sharks struggled to get 
a breakthrough against the tal-
ented opposition.

Until Captain Max Royal 
brought himself on and made 
it look easy taking a wicket 
with his second ball getting the 
dangerous Wyatt with a great 
catch from L. Cleeland in slips.

The opposition Captain, D. 
Mock also made the same drive 
to Outtrim as the Sharks but 
playing for OMK got off to a 
flying start with a classy drive 
for four along the carpet and 
ended up top scoring with 68.

The diggers put together 
partnerships and continued to 
find the boundary as they are 
known for and ended up mak-
ing 245 from their 40 overs.

Kirton 5 for 42 off 8, Royal 3 
for 41 off 8, Shiran 1 for 50 off 8 
and Charith 1 for 35 off 8.

The Island then went out to 
bat but lost its first wicket on 1.

Eli Richards then joined L. 
Cleeland and was batting well 
before having his off-stump 
cartwheeling for 10 when the 
score was on 28.

Cleeland and Shiran put on a 
partnership of 68, before Clee-
land was caught out for a de-
structive 56. Brodie Johnston 
put up a good fight for his 30 
and Royal found the fence on 
multiple occasions and cleared 
it once for a quick fire 28.

The wickets gradually fell, 
and the scoreboard pressure 
mounted.

In the end it was too much for 
the Islands 1st XI.

Unfortunately, this time we 
were not able to bring home a 
win from Outtrim.

Next week we will play Won-
thaggi Club and can hopefully 
bring home the points.

Go Sharks!

B Grade
A tough day that started bad-

ly and got worse!
A big round two clash saw us 

taking on rival OMK at Cowes 
and although we lost openers 
Niven and Excell prior to the 
game, we won the toss and 
elected to bowl.

We opened with Blake 
Young and it is fair to say it did 
not go well as he was belted for 
22 runs off the opening over of 
the day.

Big Marn Matty Wright 
pushed up the hill for his eight 

overs bowling very well with-
out luck to finish with 0/26.

Andrew Tolley was brought 
on after the first over down-
hill and had a few chances go 
to ground as well as just wide 
of fielders, including one just 
wide off Dave Wommersley, 
which saw him injure his quad 
in a diving effort and ended up 
with 0/41 off his 8 overs.

With Dave unable to bowl, 
we turned to Liam Dayson 
who did a good job to pick up 
two wickets in his spell of 2/44 
off 7.

The two old boys Horns and 
Wilson both bowled well, and 
were reigning in the scoring 
well, until Horns went down in 
his bowling stride with what 
appears to be a serious knee 
injury.

Horns finished 1/21 off 6 be-
fore his injury and Clint Wil-
son was best again with 3/16 
off his 8.

Fair to say it was not a great 
40 overs with OMK finishing 
5-187 after their 40 overs with 
some loose bowling and slop-
py fielding not helping along 
with the injuries.

We didn’t get off to a great 
start with skipper McIntyre 
getting out to a blinder of a 
catch on 5, but Connor Epifa-

no and Kev Taylor dug in and 
were putting us into a competi-
tive position reaching 51 when 
Epifano skied one to be out for 
solid 22.

Toll was in and out quickly 
and when Kev Taylor ran him-
self out for a well-made 29 
soon after we were quickly in 
trouble at 4-61.

From there it did not get bet-
ter with only Clint getting to 
double figures as the side ca-
pitulated to be all out for 80 in 
a bad day for the team.

A tough day and an early re-
ality check, but a big week on 
the training track and we will 
be ready to bounce back next 
week at home against Koon-
warra.

C1 Cricket
Phillip Island batting first 

lost a couple of early wickets 
before Captain Matt Parsons 
(21) consolidated with Tom 
Niven, who was playing as a 
batsman only due to a back 
injury.

Once Matt was out Tom, 
(54) and The Pres Dan Mc-
Causland (37) combined well 
to see PI post 5/178 after their 
40 overs.

Phillip Island then forced 
the pace in the field getting 

through their overs quickly 
with wickets falling regularly 
to see the opposition all out for 
80.

All bowlers bowled well with 
the standouts Matt Parsons 5 
for 8 and Dan 3 for 9 – in a very 
good win. Special mention to 
veteran wicket keeper Liam 
Keating who executed several 
classic stumping’s standing up 
to the medium pacers. A good 
even team performance keeps 
C1 undefeated.

C2 Cricket
Phillip Islands C2 had to 

play on Sunday so there were 
a few changes to last week’s 
side.

We welcomed back Gav 
Excell and John Parry along 
with young guns 14-year-old 
Tim Niven and Heath Wom-
ersly.

Skipper Johno lost the toss 
and was asked to bat.

Wade Patterson put his 
hand up to replace the wily 
old Muscat but regretted it 
with a bottom of bat swat to 
the keeper.

John Manning and Gav then 
put on a resounding 60 odd 
partnership in quick time.

Manning out for 30 and Pete 
Francis joined Gav they put 

on a similar partnership when 
Gav out was out for a very 
stylish 55.

Wickets came and went but 
the old boy Franga hung in 
there and made a brilliant 77.

Young Heath made 7 and 
not out bat Tarryn Allen a 
solid 18. 

We finished at 6-234.
Steve Burchill after mak-

ing 15 with the bat opened the 
bowling after two balls.

Dynamic in fielder Dan Ste-
phenson pounced on a ball 
and threw back to Steve and 
we had our first wicket.

We continued getting wick-
ets with new guy Tarryn Al-
len picking up his first wicket 
for the club, one being a great 
caught and bowled.

The wickets kept tumbling 
with the bowling honours go-
ing to Johno 3 – 18, Franga 3 
–3, Tarryn 2 – 20 and a special 
mention to Gav for stepping 
into the keepers role after 
Wade complained of soreness 
after batting for two overs and 
making one and Gav picked 
up three catches to share man 
of the match honours with 
Franga.

Good result and we move on 
to next week against friendly 
rivals Killy Bass.

Island Sharks go down to OMK

The past week has again 
proven to be a challenge. It 
appears this coming week 
will be much of the same, 
with hopes the following 
week will see less restric-
tions.

Tuesday and Saturday 
were a mixture of Pairs and 
Triples.

Tuesday winners were 
Alan Beddows and Jay Al-
len-Dale.

Saturday winners, John 
Parker, Anne Allan and Di 
Pollock, with runners up 
John Routley and Alan Bed-
dows.

The Ladies and Men’s Sin-
gles first rounds have been 
played.

The Men’s has had some 
surprise winners, which is 
good for the club.

Sometimes that last point 
is the hardest to achieve and 
anything can happen.

The Ladies Pairs final on 
Sunday was won by Robyn 
Dennis and Sandra Read, 
the runners up were Jan 
Dyer and Di Bateman.

The gusty wind conditions 
tested the players, but spec-
tators were treated to a good 
game.

Final score 24 to 12 after 
17 ends.

Dee Reynolds and Robyn 

Eames are moving to Ben-
digo this week. They have 
been hard working mem-
bers with the club’s interest 
at all times.

They will be missed.
We wish them well with 

their relocation and we are 
sure a Bendigo club will 
welcome them.

Tuesday, November 10 – 
Men’s 18 Hole Stableford: Win-
ner was Steve Waters H/c (17) 
with 39 points from Michael 
Coghlan H/c (22) with 38 points.

9 Hole Stableford winner was 
Peter Wrigley H/c (10) with 21 
points from Brian Carvell H/c 
(27) with 20 points.

Wednesday, November 11 – 
Ladies 1st Round Club Cham-
pionships and Medal of Medal-
list Stroke Events.

First Round of Club Cham-
pionships: Leaderboard (gross 
scores).

These are the top few posi-
tions for each grade, and the 
full leader board will be dis-
played in the club rooms.

A Grade – Taylah Robinson 
79, Karen Green 84 and Faye 
Morris 85.

B Grade – Kris Anastasiou 
94, Lorraine Hammon 97, Vicki 
Roff-Smith 99, Judy Magill 99 
and Dianne Ray 99.

C Grade – Mary Whelan 100, 
Cathy Jones 103, Marlene Gib-
son 104 and Lorraine Brown 
104.

D Grade – Pam Ardern 116, 

Lynne Dunne 119 and Kaye 
Johnstone 123.

With a further two rounds to 
go, there is certainly a competi-
tion out there in all grades.

Keep up the great golf ladies!
Winners of the Daily Stroke 

event 18 holes: 70 players.
A Grade – Taylah Robinson 

(12) 67 nett.
B Grade – Liz Gleeson (24) 64 

nett.
C Grade – Alicon Bennie (39) 

74 nett (Kings Cove visitor).
Medal of Medallists Winner – 

Lesley Meadowcroft 70 nett
9 Hole Competition – 9 players
Winner was Lyn Ward H/c 

(29) with 19 points.
Thursday November 12 – 

Mens and Ladies 18 Hole Par.
Men’s winner was Michael 

Taylor H/c (12) with +5 from 
Paul Waylen H/c (29) with +3.

Men’s and Ladies 9 Hole 
Stableford winner was Robert 
Leak H/c (29) with 24 points 
from Malcolm MacArthur H/c 
(29) with 19 points on a count-
back from John Rodakis H/c 
(35) also with 19 points.

Saturday, November 14 – 

Men’s 18 Hole Stroke – Septem-
ber Monthly Medal, Sponsored 
by Car Find Phillip Island.

Men’s A Grade winner – Jeff 
Bennett H/c (10) with 65 points.

Men’s A Grade r/up – Ian 
Smith H/c (11) with 69 points.

Men’s B Grade winner and 
Monthly Medal winner – Ron 
Young H/c (15) with 65 points.

Men’s B Grade r/up – Reece Ja-
mieson H/c (14) with 70 points.

Men’s C Grade winner – John 
Hammon H/c (22) with 68 
points.

Men’s C Grade r/up – Paul 
Kelly H/c (24) with 70 points.

Ladies competition winner 
was Dawn Andrews H/c (18) 
with 67 points from Lorraine 
Hammon H/c (21) with 70 points.

Next week’s event for Men is 
Round 2 of the Club Champi-
onships and October Monthly 
Medal sponsored by Dryforce.

Men’s and Ladies 9 Hole 
Stableford: Winner was Reg 
Browne H/c (33) with 21 points 
from Marilyn John H/c (32) 
with 20 points.

Sunday, November 15 – Men’s 
and Ladies 18 Hole Stableford: 
Winner was Paul Cochrane 
H/c (7) with 38 points from 
Gary Johnstone H/c (9) with 37 
points.

58 shooters attended our 
shoot this month.

High Gun: Jarryd Passarin 
with a score of 65.

Grade winners are:
AA Grade: 1st – David Mioni 

(59), 2nd – Peter Onley (57) and 
3rd – Alan White (57).

A Grade: 1st – Peter Passarin 
(56), 2nd – John Kamaris (53) 
and 3rd – Daniel Briscoe (52).

B Grade : 1st – Brayden Robert-
son (48), 2nd – Graeme Cole (46) 

and 3rd – Bill McFee (45).
C Grade : 1st – Rob-

ert Gerlach (40), 2nd – Adrian 
Ward (38) and 3rd – Sam Guz-
zardi (35).

Ladies: 1st – Sheree Chaplin 
(34), 2nd – Sarah Fritsch (21) 
and 3rd – Sandra Jarvis (20).

Veterans: 1st – Warwick 
Cumberland (50), 2nd – Antho-
ny Stevens (45) and 3rd – Dan-
ny Genovese (39).

Juniors: 1st – Jeht Townley 

(52), 2nd – Will Witkowski (41) 
and 3rd – Dusty Braden (35).

Our next shoot is on Sunday, 
December 20 which will con-
sist of 75 targets.

Pre-nominations are re-
quired by messaging Jenn on 
0408 300 749.

No nominations on the day.
Only Field and Game finan-

cial members are allowed to 
attend due to Covid operating 
requirements.

Westernport Field and Game  
November Clay Target shoot results

Phillip Island bowls Phillip Island golf

Dee Reynolds and Robyn Eames have been extremely hard-
working members of the Phillip Island bowls club over the years 
and are relocating to Bendigo.
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

14 KILLARA CLOSE, COWES

31 SEAVIEW CRES, SURF BEACH

136 VISTA DRIVE, CAPE WOOLAMAI
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WE HAVE QUALITY  
TENANTS WAITING

RENTAL  
PROPERTIES 
URGENTLY 
WANTED

$547,000
• Private landscaped gardens
• 3 bed/2 bath
• Double remote garage

$785,000
• Open living with amazing water views
• 3 bed/2 bath
• 850m2 approx allotment

 WE HAVE  
CASH BUYERS 

READY TO  
PURCHASE  

NOW!

UNDER

CONTRACT

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local 
newsagency

ADVERTISERPHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO
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Under 12s
After a well organised and struc-

tured preseason the time had come 
for the “Baby Sharks” to take to the 
field for their first game of the sea-
son.

Twelve of the boys playing their 
very first “real game of cricket” 
so nerves were evident as they ar-
rived. This was quickly put behind 
them as our warm up B-grade 
Captain and Transition Squad 
Coach, Steve “Macca” McIntyre, 
put the kids minds at ease with 
some warm up drills and wise 
words.

With 15 available players and 
Bass being a bit short it was de-
cided to even up the teams, a 
big shout out to Ryan Hughes, 
Arch Cox, Flynn Deng and Jai 
Larcombe who went across and 
played for Bass, all boys showing 
great skills with bat and ball and 
more importantly sportsmanship!

We opened the bowling with Ar-
chie Williams and Cub Cantwell, 
both first gamers who showed 
they will be great little cricketers 
for years to come.

Captain for the week Arch Cam-
eron lead by example along with 
Hazza Bentley, Ollie Parsons and 
Zac Hughes all who are our ex-
perienced players and it showed 
with their great talk and encour-
agement to the younger boys.

Our fielding was a real highlight 
with all the boys showing great 
endeavour and plenty of nice 
returns to our keepers Zac and 
Harry which was noticed by the 
crowd in attendance.

Some great bowling from Jacko 
Allan, Sai Sadhubugga, Bryce 
Lawrence, and Bud Marshall kept 
the Bass batsman on their toes.

A special mention to our um-
pire, Andy O’Brien, who was help-
ing encourage the kids each and 
every ball and was even heard 
saying “I would pay to come and 
watch this”.

After a short drink break coach-
es Tarryn Allan and Luke Mar-
shall got the sharks padded up 
and ready to bat, with Ollie and 
skipper Arch taking the shine off 
the new ball with ease.

Some great running between the 
wickets from speedsters Bryce, 
Zac, Koby and Cub was one of the 
highlights of our batting innings.

Running was not required from 
Arch Williams with a total of five 
fours hit from his innings. 

A big thanks to all the club mem-
bers, parents and kids for making 

the season start possible in these 
different times and we look for-
ward to a fun season for the under 
12 Baby Sharks!

Under 14s
On a wet and rainy Saturday 

morning in Inverloch, the U14 
Sharks lined up to face Inverloch.

Sad news came through that Si-
enna McMillan was injured and, 
in her place, came Heath Womer-
sley. The Sharks lost the toss and 
Inverloch elected to bat.

George McCausland and Sam 
Bennett opened the bowling with 
Sam bowling the opening batter in 
the 4th over.

Another wicket fell as Jake 
Hughes took a beautiful catch off 
the bowling of Thomas McMillan.

The train of wickets didn’t end 
there with Jake Hughes getting a 
run out.

However, the Sharks weren’t 
able to get any more wickets in 
the game even though a great, late 
spell from Xavier Godena, Harry 
Arceo and Drew Fusinato came 
close to getting some.

Inverloch finished the innings 
on 80 runs.

A steady start in the batting 
from Heath Womersley and Con-
nor McMillan ended when Heath 
was stumped on 16 runs.

The two brothers (Connor and 
Thomas McMillan) batted well 
together until Thomas was caught 
on seven runs.

Still needing 36 runs to win, 
George McCausland and Con-
nor McMillan batted well until a 
mix-up in the calling between the 
wicket occurred and Connor was 
run out after a superb innings of 
19 runs fell to an end.

Batting debutant Justin Tran 
strode out to the crease with confi-
dence and hit key runs to keep the 
score ticking.

George McCausland retired in 
the 18th over after scoring 25* 
with the Sharks needing a run to 
win. Sam Bennett hit the winning 
runs on his first ball.

Despite the game already over 
Tyler Duell displayed excellent 
batting.

A great win for the Sharks as 

they take on Koonwarra next 
week.

Under 16s
Faced with a bye, members of 

the team had a net session at Cow-
es, on Saturday morning.

This proved to be a warmup for 
many of the players who had also 
been selected to play seniors in the 
afternoon.

Coach Dave Womersley worked 
individually with the bowlers to 
develop their skills and to finetune 
the way they bowl as an attacking 
unit.

This was aimed at building on the 
work PIDCC Junior bowling coach, 
Lee Fuller has been teaching the 
players at midweek practice.

Zac Walker has responded well 
to the encouragement he has re-
ceived and proves to be a very 
promising pace bowler for the 
club, at both U16 and senior levels.

Overall, the team is practising 
hard and many of the players are 
showing good promise.

They are hopeful of a particu-
larly good season in 2020-21.

Phillip Island Club Coach, Charith Keerthis-
inghe has been appointed coach of the regional 
Leongatha District Cricket Association team for 
the current season.

Charith and PIDCC President, Daniel Mc-
Causland, were informed of the appointment by 
LDCA Junior Chairman, Scott Checkley.

Scott told the pair he appreciated that a coach 
of Charith’s standing was available to guide 
young players and acknowledged the outstand-
ing work Charith did coaching the LDCA U12 
team in the 2019-20 season.

Charith is a qualified Level 2 coach and has 
played First Class Cricket in his native Sri 
Lanka.

Daniel McCausland said Charith had “a won-
derful manner with players of all ages and has 
much to offer through his deep understanding of 
the game”.

Congratulations Charith.
The PIDCC wishes Charith and the LDCA U15 

team every success in the coming representative 
calendar.

PIDCC President, Daniel McCausland, with Charith Keerthisinghe who has been ap-
pointed coach of the regional Leongatha District Cricket Association team for the 
current season

Island Coach appointed to coach U15 rep team

Great start to junior cricket season

PIDCC U14 team, after their victory over Inverloch at Inverloch on Saturday.
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