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Scott McDonald with Governor of Victoria, the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, after he was presented with the Bronze Medal for Bravery,
for his part in rescuing two women from a burning car in Newhaven in January 2022. Photo: Nico Photography.

Reluctant hero

Scott McDonald doesn’t like
the limelight, but his actions on
January 22 this year made it un-
avoidable.

In the early hours of Sunday
morning, Scott (57) and a pass-
ing motorist Eli Davies (35),
helped police officers pull two
young women from a burning
car that had crashed into a tree
at Newhaven.

Last week, Scott, Eli and the
two police officers were present-
ed with Royal Humane Society
of Australasia Bravery Awards
by the Governor of Victoria Lin-
da Dessau AC in a special cer-

emony at Government House.

A formal event at Government
House was “not something I re-
ally wanted to be doing”, Scott
admitted.

“I’'m not one to be in the spot-
light, but it was a really nice day.
Everyone there was so lovely.”

Two of Scott’s three daughters
and his proud parents were on
hand to see the medal presenta-
tion.

“The girls and mum and dad
really enjoyed it.

“My dad was pretty chuffed,
and I gave him the medal when
we got home, and thanked him

for bringing me up,” Scott said.
The event was a chance to
catch up with his fellow rescu-
ers, and Scott said there were
some “good  conversations”
between the four people who
staged the dramatic rescue.

Fiery rescue

Describing the intense expe-
rience, Scott said it’s not some-
thing he’d want to do again, “but
I'would if I had to”.

Around 4.40am on January 22,
he waswoken by three extremely
loud bangs outside his bedroom
window. A car travelling off the

Ray White Phillip Island
56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
5952 2799
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island had failed to negotiate the
roundabout at Boys Home Road
and was wedged in a tree, on its
side, with smoke billowing from
under the bonnet. Two young
women were trapped inside.

“I got up, threw on clothes and
my boots. As I ran outside, the
police pulled up.”

Coincidentally, the police had
been nearby and observed the
car speeding towards the round-
about, then heard the loud bang.

“It was pretty chaotic. I could
see the car and smoke was com-
ing out of it.
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Too close
to call

No winner has been declared for the seat of
Bass from the weekend’s state election.

Bass is one of 10 “potential close seats” iden-
tified by the Victorian Electoral Commission
(VEC).

On Monday, the VEC website had an early
indication of the results, showing Jordan
Crugnale just 225 votes ahead of Liberal can-
didate Aaron Brown, on the two candidate
preferred vote.

Ms Crugnale told the Advertiser a recheck
of all votes in the Bass electorate was under-
way and postal and absentee votes were yet
to be counted.

She said there were around 3800 postal
votes still to come in.

Absentee votes could be as high as 15,000,
based on the total enrolment figures for the seat.

Last election, postal votes favoured the Lib-
eral Party, while Labor had a narrow lead
with the absentee voters.

As at November 28 the VEC website showed
results for 33,696 votes cast in Bass, 67.4 per
cent of the total enrolment figure.

In 2018, 91 per cent of those enrolled in Bass
voted in the election.

Analysis

In a breakdown of the two-candidate pre-
ferred vote by booth, Ms Crugnale outpolled Mr
Brown in the majority of polling booths in the
Bass Coast area including at Bass, Cape Pater-
son, Corinella, Cowes, Dalyston, Grantville, In-
verloch, Kilcunda, Newhaven, Wonthaggi and
Wonthaggi North.

San Remo and Rhyll went against the trend
with Liberal votes slightly higher (a mere three
votes in Rhyll and 16 in San Remo).

Other areas in the electorate, such as Bayles,
Cranbourne South, Koo Wee Rup and Devon
Meadows favoured the Liberals.

A breakdown of the booths on Phillip Island
showed first preferences went (in order) to La-
bor, Liberals, Greens and Nationals.

While the minor parties did not gather a
significant number of votes, preference from
these will favour the Liberal party.

With new electorate boundaries for this
election, Bass became a marginal seat, with
the Liberals tipped to hold it by 0.7 per cent.

The pre-election promises included $52.3 mil-
lion for Phillip Island from the Liberal/Nation-
als team, including $42 million for an aquatic
centre, compared to $6.1 million from Labor.

Both parties committed to funding the next
stage of the Wonthaggi Hospital upgrade.

Across the electorate, the Liberal/National
promises totalled over $1 billion, outspend-
ing Labor by three to one, who had promised
around $320 million for the electorate.
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Fatal crash on
Phillip Island Road

Bass Coast Highway Pa-
trol officers are investigat-
ing a three-car collision that
claimed the life of a woman
in Phillip Island on Sunday
morning.

It is believed a white Nissan
Pulsar was travelling along
Phillip Island Road towards
Cowes when the female driv-
er lost control about 11.30am.

The Nissan clipped a car
towing a caravan and then
collided head-on with a Jeep.

The driver of the Nissan, a
63-year-old Wonthaggi wom-
an, died at the scene.

Her rear passenger, a nine-
year-old boy, has been airlift-
ed to hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries.

A man and woman in the
car towing the caravan, were
not injured.

The male driver of the Jeep,
and sole occupant, was taken
to hospital with minor injuries.

Police were on scene investi-

gating the exact circumstanc-
es around the collision and
investigations are ongoing.

Anyone who witnessed the
collision, has dashcam foot-
age or information is urged
to contact Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000 or submit a con-
fidential report online at www.
crimestoppersvic.com.au.

So far, there have been 228
lives lost of Victorian roads
this year, 23 more than at the
same time last year.

Need a vaccine?

Being up-to-date  with
your Covid vaccination is
your best protection against
the current wave of Covid
sweeping Victoria.

Last week, the number of
reported cases in the state
increased by 9.5 per cent,
although numbers in Bass
Coast remained stable.

With holidays approaching
visitor numbers to the area
are on the rise, bringing in-

creased risk of infection.

The Mobile Vaccination
Bus will be back in San Remo
on December 8, for anyone
needing a Covid vaccination
or booster.

The bus will be parked in
Marine Parade from 10am -
2pm.

It will also be at the Wont-
haggi Town Hall on Decem-
ber 14 and 20, from 10am to
2pm.

The bus provides free Co-
vid vaccinations and boost-
ers for anyone aged 5 and
over, as well as free flue
shots for people aged 65+. In
San Remo, the Monkeypox
(MPX) Jynneos vaccine is
also available.

No bookings are needed,
but please bring your Medi-
care card or another form
of ID.

Funding for the mobile vac-
cination bus finishes at the
end of December, so these
are the last scheduled visits
to the area.
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Locally owned and operated.

Professional, affordable Funeral Services available 24 hours a day 7 days a week.
Servicing all types of disposition including burial, cremation, natural burial
and aquamation on the Bass Coast including Gippsland.

YOUR FUNERAL, YOUR WAY

Contact: Michelle Brown, 0448 602 005
hello@basscoastfuneralservice.com.an

| www.basscoastfunerals.com.au
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On December 1 Seabourn Odyssey returns to Cowes, the first of 13 cruise ship visits
scheduled between now and March 22 next year.

First cruise ship
returns on Thursday

On December 1 and again on December 7,
Seabourn Odyssey returns to Cowes, the first
two of 13 cruise ship visits scheduled between

now and March 22 next year.

The regular schedule of cruise ship visits to
the island stopped in 2020 due to the pandem-
ic, with cruises allowed back on the water in

April 2022.

The Seabourn Odyssey will carry up to 450
passengers, while the largest ship, the Grand
Princess arriving on December 15 and again
on March 22, carries 2590 passengers and
1100 crew.

In total, there will be potentially 12,600 pas-
sengers on board the 13 cruises, with 6400
crew.

VNeed an

Electrician?

We offer a full range of electrical
services for your home

0412 950 720

Guaranteed on-time, competitive
pricing and quality workmanship

ELECTRICIANS

JOEL SHARPE

www.jselectricians.com.au

The schedule for
cruise ship arrivals is

2022

DECEMBER 1, Seabourn Odyssey
DECEMBER 7, Seabourn Odyssey
DECEMBER 15, Grand Princess

2023

JANUARY 3, Seabourn Odyssey
JANUARY 8, Seabourn Odyssey
JANUARY 10, Regatta

JANUARY 24, Star Breeze
FEBRUARY 4, Seabourn Odyssey
FEBRUARY 9, Seabourn Odyssey
FEBRUARY 12, Viking Neptune
MARCH 9, Seabourn Sojourn
MARCH 17, Seabourn Sojourn
MARCH 22, Grand Princess

HM9097

12 MONTH ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

Only $1.35 a week!

Plus

Read the weekly paper and have access to all past editions.
Unlimited access to breaking news, the latest local news,
sport, special features, Island Magazine and more!

afree copy of
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New accommodation fees

Holiday home accommodation
businesses will now pay an annual
$300 registration fee for Bass Coast
Shire’s new short stay rental law.

Councillors at the November
meeting were set to vote to intro-
duce the new fee, which will be re-
newed annually with CPI.

However, four councillors de-
clared a conflict of interest on the
vote (Michael Whelan, Ron Bauer,
Les Larke and David Rooks), while
Cr Brett Tessari this month has a
leave of absence while standing as
a candidate in the state election.

Because there was not a quorum, a
special committee meeting was called
last Thursday attended by two coun-
cillors and two shire staff officers.

Shire officers said short stay ac-
commodation owners would be
able to register their homes from
January 2023, with the shire in the
process of making an online regis-
tration system.

Homeowners will be required to
register their accommodation by
June 30, 2023, with more informa-
tion on the registration process in
the new year.

Cr Leticia Laing moved the mo-
tion introducing the new fee saying

Holiday home accommodation
businesses will now pay an annual
$300 registration fee for Bass Coast
Shire’s new short stay rental law.

it impacted 2000 businesses.

“Short stay rental accommodation
is vital for our local economy and
growing tourism sector,” Cr Laing
said.

“This new process will help regu-
late and control the use of these
rental properties and ensure there
is an appropriate standard of man-
agement and oversight.

“The fee supports council having
full cost recovery to regulate this
industry. This includes greater re-
sourcing for compliance, the devel-

So pretty, yet theyre cannibals

In our occasional series on weird
stuff found on local beaches comes
this jewel-like purple and white dia-
mond-shaped cluster.

A reader sent the photo into the
Advertiser after finding the sea-
weed-like creation at Cape Woola-
mai beach.

Phillip Island nature educator
Mike Cleeland says it is a dried-up
cart-rut-shell snail egg mass.

“The white egg cases have
hatched, the purple ones not yet,”
says Mike, the education officer at
Bunurong Coast Education.

Apparently, each capsule is be-
lieved to contain hundreds of eggs
and the larvae develop withing the
capsule to a fairly advanced stage
— about four weeks — before they
leave through the hole on top.

The marine snail has a shell with
ridges and grooves like the ruts
made by a cart, and is carnivorous,
cannibalistic and can scavenge.

Seen something strange or fabu-
lous on a local beach? Send it to ad-
vertiser@pisra.com.au and we’ll see
if Mike can identify it for you.

opment of waste management plans
for provider homes and greater abil-
ity to investigate complaints.”

In Bass Coast, short stay opera-
tors are those who rent out proper-
ties no more than 30 consecutive
days to another person.

B&B, horses

Shire officers said short stay reg-
istration should not be confused
with bed and breakfast properties,
which differ as they generally serve
food, and the owner/manager prop-
erty lives onsite.

Recent changes to the Food Act
now includes accommodation pro-
viders who serve food to guests,
such as bacon and eggs, and the
shire now proposes a fee of $200 for
these businesses.

The November 24 vote also in-
cluded new horse-riding permit
fees, including $515 for professional
trainers living in Bass Coast Shire
and registered with Racing Victo-
ria, and $77 for recreational riders
not living in Bass Coast.

Details: www.basscoast.vic.gov.
au/community-support-services/
local-laws/short-stay-rental-ac-
commodation-ssra

Phillip Island nature educator
Mike Cleeland says this is a dried-
up cart-rut-shell snail egg mass.
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Controversial sensor parking is a step closer with electronic signs erected

in Cowes last week.

Sensor parking
operation imminent

Controversial sensor parking is
a step closer with electronic signs
erected in Cowes last week.

The signs — on Thompson Avenue
on Church and Chapel streets — will
alert drivers to the direction of and
distance to available car parking.

In September parking sensors
were installed and have been under-
going monitoring to ensure they are
working correctly.

In December the “smart parking”
guidance mobile app - which will
help drivers find an available bay
- will go live, along with the whole
system.

The $377,000 project has seen
about 500 underground sensors —
difficult to spot at a quick glance —
installed: 375 in on-street bays on
Thompson Avenue, Chapel Street
and The Esplanade; and 123 off-
street bays at the Cowes Transit

Centre; as well as 262 in Wonthaggi.

The sensors will notify parking in-
spectors when a car has overstayed
its time limit, meaning more fines
will be issued, but the sensors are
not paid parking.

The technology has been con-
demned by many locals who say the
money would be better spent else-
where, while many have questioned
why the rollout is occurring, with
zero community consultation.

The shire argues the sensor tech-
nology will “better manage our free
parking using technology to help
drivers save time finding an avail-
able bay and provide better access to
businesses”.

The shire admitted the technology
would be used to aid enforcement,
with real-time data provided to park-
ing inspectors via a portal “assisting
with enforcement efficiency”.

$1,700,000 TO $1,850,000

0412 712 034

VIEWS AND LAND

2-6 PHILLIP STREET, VENTNOR

An extremely rare opportunity awaits, we are always asked for a large land holding and water views. With
two separate homes the possibilities are endless, also the potential to create another block with its own road
frontage STCA. This level parcel of land is perfect for the whole family with easy access to the Ventnor Beach
and a short car trip to all Phillip Island has to offer. This property fronts onto rural land which only adds to the
quiet environment, watch the stunning sun sets and let the stress of Melbourne wash away.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD

$1,425,000

0410 595 130

YOUR NEW LIFESTYLE AWAITS

4 RENNISON ROAD, NEWHAVEN

Rennison Road offers exemplifies carefree Island living. Offering one of the Islands most unique locations,
only a stone throw from the water and surrounded by flora & fauna. Make this your weekend escape or
permanent home. 3 BRM and 2 bath / Indoor Pool / Open fire, plus wood Coonara / Plenty of room for boat
and caravan storage.

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY

vvégLttoar

56-58 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES

PH: 03 5952 3922

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
INFO@PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
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Originally due to be completed by Spring last year, then October 2022, last week a CFA
spokesperson told the Advertiser the new $2.2 million fire station on Ventnor Road is ex-
pected to be completed by the end of the year, with the brigade moving in early in 2023.

CEAs new station
again delayed

The on-again, off-again opening of the new
Phillip Island fire station is off again.

Previously expected to be complete by
spring last year, it was then revised to Octo-
ber this year.

However last week a CFA spokesperson
told the Advertiser the new $2.2 million fire
station on Ventnor Road is expected to be
completed by the end of the year, with the bri-
gade moving in early in 2023, “subject to their
summer operational needs”.

“Unseasonably wet weather has unfortu-
nately continued to delay progress on the new
Philip Island fire station, therefore preventing
the brigade from vacating the current site,” a
CFA spokeswoman said.

“If conditions allow, the new station is ex-
pected to be completed by the end of the year.

“However if there is further inclement
weather, there may be further delays.”

She said the CFA had a lease on the exist-
ing fire station on Settlement Road until June
2023, “however we remain committed to
working with the council to return the prop-
erty to them as soon as we are able to”.

The delay will impact a variety of com-
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munity groups who will be moving into the
Settlement Road site once it is vacated.

Impact

At the November council meeting Phillip
Island resident Mal Pinkerton asked what
renovation works would be carried out at the
Settlement Road CFA building, to make way
for community groups.

CEO Ali Wastie replied once vacated, the
CFA building would be refurbished for use by
the Artists Society of Phillip Island, Phillip
Island Arts and Crafts Gallery, Phillip Island
Contemporary Exhibition Space and Boo-
merang Bags.

“$185,000 was allocated in the 2022/23
capital works for this project which includes
accessible toilet facilities, accessible ramp,
heating and cooling and other cosmetic up-
grades,” she said.

Boomerang Bags will be left homeless once
the Phillip Island Community and Learning
Centre in December moves out of its Church
Street premises to its new home on Warley
Avenue, to make way for the new community
hospital.

The Settlement Road building, where the
CFA have been based since the mid-1970s,
is now “outdated” and run-down, with vol-
unteers calling for a new station for several
years.

The new CFA station will feature four mo-
tor room bays for fire trucks, a breathing ap-
paratus maintenance room, meeting rooms,
kitchen and offices.

The 6400m? land at 110 Ventnor Road, west
of McKenzie Road, was purchased by the
state government, with a planning permit in
2020 detailing a four-vehicle 728 sqm build-
ing, covering about 10 per cent of the site.

Mozzie warning in
wake of wet weather

Residents have been urged
to reduce mosquito breeding
areas around their home fol-
lowing recent wet weather,
ahead of an expected bumper
mozzie season.

Last year there were 15 con-
firmed cases of the mosquito-
borne disease Ross River vi-
rus on Phillip Island.

According to the Health
Department there have been
no notified cases of the vi-
rus this season, with the last
case recorded in March this
year. Bass Coast Shire said
they were currently review-
ing mosquito control activi-
ties on council land around
the island and said they were
yet to receive an increase in
complaints about mosquito
numbers.

“However, as the weather
begins to warm — and with it
being a very wet spring and
lots of water about — we should
expect that an increase in
mosquito numbers is likely to
occur,” a shire spokesperson
said.

In previous years, the shire
said six of the seven mozzie
hot spots in Bass Coast are
found on Phillip Island:
the Rhyll and Newhaven
swamps, Fishers wetland near
Churchill Island, Rhyll fore-
shore, Silverleaves, gun club

Residents have been urged to reduce mosquito breeding areas
around their home following recent wet weather, ahead of an
expected bumper mozzie season.

south of Rhyll, as well as the
mouth of the Powlett River at
Kilcunda.

Mosquitoes can fly several
kilometres if the wind condi-
tions are right.

A Department of Health
spokesperson told the Adver-
tiser they had started mosqui-
to surveillance activity earlier
than usual this year, to detect
viruses like Ross River.

“While relatively few cases
of Ross River virus have oc-
curred in Victoria recent
weeks, this will increase over
summer,” the spokesperson
said.

They said the wet and warm
weather had been favourable
for mosquito breeding, how-
ever because not all mosqui-

toes carry diseases “numbers
in themselves do not indicate
whether people are at risk of
mosquito-borne diseases”.

Limiting mosquito bites is
the most important protective
measure to limit the transmis-
sion of Ross River virus, as
well as other mosquito-borne
diseases, such as Japanese en-
cephalitis virus, Barmah for-
est virus and Murray Valley
encephalitis virus.

Where possible, people
should remove mosquito
breeding habitats from around
their home by ensuring no
stagnant water is present.

To avoid mosquito bites
wear long, loose-fitting, light-
coloured clothing, and use in-
sect repellents.

serving members.

out to emergency calls.

port the community”.

San Remo CFA
award night

San Remo CFA last week held their an-
nual dinner, with presentations for long-

This year the Brendan Lynch memorial
award was given to Rod Cameron, “who
has gone above and beyond” over many
decades, including training and mentoring
new recruits as well as routinely turning

Awards were also given to Bill McIntosh,
who has served 55 years and Mike Owen,
for 50 years, “spending half a century dedi-
cating a large portion of their time to sup-

San Remo CFA captain Mark Thiele
presents Rod Cameron with the brigade’s
memorial award.

CARING FOR
SAM’S CHILDREN

Please support the fundraiser for
Sam Fraser’s children, to help cover
the cost of their care and education.

To donate, go to gofund.me/b6e777¢b,
or search gofundme.com for

“Caring for Sams Children™.

Melaleuca Lodge Secondhand Book Sale

Open 10-12 every Satt

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES (off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

JOOCESBAE

Locally owned and operated by

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)

15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

LK5162

SCOUT CHRISTMAS TREES ARE BACK!

Phillip Island Christmas Trees are returning for 2022 with the new edition of Gingerbread Houses.
Trees and gingerbread houses are currently available for pre-order online at
www.phillipislandchristmastrees.com.au
Trees will also be available for sale at the Scout Hall on the following days:
SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER | SATURDAY 3 DECEMBER | SATURDAY 10 DECEMBER

Delivery is available both on the island and to San Remo.
We would like to thank the community for their ongoing support for Phillip Island Scout Group.

YV1Z9T00r
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Cultural centre delay,
sports hub progress

Bass Coast Shire councillors say
they are “confident” bean counters
are working in the bounds of the
global financial environment, de-
spite a $2.4 million deficit.

Meanwhile the shire is seeking
quotes to develop a sports plan for
the old carnival site and has re-
confirmed the new Cowes Cultural
Centre has been delayed, set to open
in the second half of next year.

The shire’s quarterly performance
report provided updates on current
projects as well as finances.

While there is a forecast surplus
of $17 million, once grants of $13.6
million were removed - including
for the Cowes Cultural Centre -
there is a deficit.

It stated there were some “unex-
pected expenses” including “higher
than anticipated” kerbside waste
collection and landfill costs due to
increases in population.

Councillors at the November
meeting, however, were more muted
in their criticism compared to previ-
ous performance reports.

Cr Leticia Laing said shire offi-
cers were “aware of the economic
environment” and were “monitor-
ing it closely” to “cushion the im-
pacts”.

Cr Rochelle Halstead said she was
confident the shire was working
within the bounds of the global fi-
nancial situation.

Cr Ronnie Bauer said he was look-
ing forward to the 2023 budget “to
see how we can achieve savings”
so the budget “can stand on its own
merits and not rely on lucky” grant
funding.

Projects

The report says construction on
the Cowes Cultural and Community

The shire’s quarterly performance report provided updates on current
projects as well as finances, and re-confirmed the new Cowes Culture
Centre is now set to open in the second half of next year.

Centre continues with 75 per cent of
the concrete completed and stage
one steel works completed.

“Inclement weather and supply
chain issues have impacted the pro-
gram with completion now sched-
uled for the second half of 2023,” the
report states.

The report states the shire is cur-
rently seeking quotes to develop a
master plan for the Cowes recre-
ation reserve at the old carnival site
on the corner of the Phillip Island

and Ventnor roads.

The plan will look at the potential
uses for the entire site including the
positioning of facilities, such as the
aquatic and leisure centre, sporting
ovals, walking tracks and more.

The Phillip Island and San Remo
Visitor Economy Strategy will be
reviewed in 2023, while projects
already largely completed include
the Cowes east rockwall, the new
PICAL building on Warley Avenue
and the Rhyll boat ramp.

Respectis choosing
not to laugh at jokes
that put women down.

Respect women.
Call it out.

Respect
Victoria

Preventing
Family
Violence

To learn more

Q respectvictoria.vic.gov.au

Grade 3/4 with Tony Latham and the Marc Van, which finished up at San
Remo Primary School last week. The van has been visiting the school for over
20 years, but with rising enrolments, it is no longer eligible for the program.

Marc Van departs San Remo

San Remo Primary School has
bid a fond farewell to its weekly vis-
its from the Mobile Area Resource
Centre, better known as the Marc
Van.

The department funded program
is for schools with under 100 stu-
dents, and with rising enrolments,
San Remo Primary is no longer eli-
gible for the program.

Principal Karen Bowker said it
was emotional saying farewell to
the van and its two teachers, who
were part of the school community.

The van covers San Remo, Powlett
River, Kongwak, Nyora, Loch and
Bayles Primary Schools.

Ms Bowker said the van had been
coming to the school for more than
20 years.

“It provides library books for the
children to borrow and library lit-
eracy lessons every week.

“That allows teachers time to do
planning for the classroom.

“It’s really important for small
schools, as often they don’t have the
capacity to offer multiple specialist
subjects.

“And they often don’t have a lot of
money to spend on books. The chil-

dren love it, and it is the most fan-
tastic service.

“When I was a teacher in the
classroom, it supported me with
books and resources.

“As a principal, I know it is some-
thing my teachers all look forward
to each week.”

She said the van and staff mem-
bers, Tony Latham and Pete Mat-
thews, would be sorely missed by
their San Remo colleagues.

“We understand we are no longer
eligible, but we will really miss it,
and Tony and Pete most of all.”

She said visiting teachers play a
vital role in smaller schools, going
into the classrooms and teaching
lessons to the children.

“In some small schools, like Kong-
wak, there are only two classrooms.

“Having the van means that once
a week, the schools get to see oth-
er people and teachers have other
teachers to interact with.”

The van, decorated by students
from the participating schools, will
now move to Moe, while the local
schools still eligible for visits, will
be picked up by other Marc Van ser-
vices.

(o] {V.Y

State
Government
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Scott McDonald (second from left) was presented with a Royal Humane Society Bravery Award at Govern-
ment House last week. From left: Bertrand Vaissiere, who received a Certificate of Merit for rescuing two
men from drowning at Squeaky Beach, Scott McDonald, Deputy Commissioner Victoria Police - Rick Nugent,
Governor of Victoria, the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, Major General David McLachlan AO - Director of
Humane Society, Eli Davies, S/C Natasha Collison, S/C Ryan Bateman. Photo: Nico Photography.

Reluctant hero

From page 1

“I ran into a young policewoman
(Senior Constable Natasha Colli-
son) and we ran up to the car and
tried to get the driver out.”

At this point, truck drive Eli Da-
vies, who had been delivering bread
on the island pulled up and also
came to help.

With the car on its side, getting the
women out was not straightforward.

“Tash had to climb inside the car
to release the driver’s seatbelt, and I
think the girl’s foot was stuck under
the pedal.

“Iwas thinking of my own daugh-
ters who were similar ages and I
thought, we’ve just got to get them
out of there.”

After SC Collison got the seatbelt
undone, the two men then helped pull
the young woman out, with Scott and
SC Ryan Bateman carrying her a
safe distance from the vehicle.

They then returned to rescue her
passenger.

At this point, Scott said they could

see fire spreading up from the bon-
net and Eli forced open the passen-
ger door, with SC Collison going
into the burning vehicle to release
the seatbelt. They then dragged the
passenger to safety.

Scott said the memories of the day
are still vivid, and he can get emo-
tional talking about it.

“Afterwards it was quite hard. Ev-
ery day I had to pull into my drive-
way and the burnt tree stump was
still there.”

He’s grateful to the police who or-
ganised counselling for him in the
aftermath, and said it was good to
reconnect with his fellow rescuers
last week.

In an unusual break from proto-
col, the parents of the young driver
were also at the medal presentation.

“We all had a good conversation
with them. I think it’s a long road to
recovery for their daughter.”

Acting Senior Sergeant Scott
Morison of Bass Coast Police was
also at the ceremony.

“It’s great to see police and mem-
bers of the public recognised for
acts of bravery,” he said.

“On this occasion they saved the
lives of two young women unable to
remove themselves from a burning
vehicle at Newhaven.

“If not for them, the outcome could
have lead to the loss of two lives.”

At Government House, S/C Col-
lison received the Silver Medal,
while Eli and Scott were presented
with a Bronze Medal. S/C Bateman
received a certificate of Merit for his
part in the rescue.

The role of a rescuer is a far cry
from Scott’s day job as operations
manager with Bayview Balustrading.

Currently splitting his time be-
tween Melbourne and the island due
to work commitments, after a hectic
year of work, he is looking forward
to some time off over Christmas
back on Phillip Island.

“I'll be doing some fishing and
spending some time with the girls,”
he said.

Calling

Bass Coast Shire Council is look-
ing for artists to celebrate Cowes
culture.

The council is seeking Expres-
sions of Interest (EOI) from experi-
enced artists to create a contempo-
rary public artwork for the town.

Bass Coast Shire Mayor, Cr Mi-
chael Whelan, explained that the
key aim for the commission is to
provide an invitation that welcomes

Cowes

everyone to the culturally dynamic
and activated Cowes town centre.

“We want the local community
and visitors to Cowes to see this
work as a symbol of the cultural
vitality of the township. We hope it
becomes an additional attraction to
the area,” Cr Whelan said.

“We're looking for creativity that
reflects the development of Cowes
as a contemporary cultural centre.”

artists

Artists are required to register
their interest by submitting a port-
folio of previous works and an on-
line application by Sunday January
15, 2023.

Artists can access more infor-
mation, the EOI guidelines and ap-
plication on Council’s website at
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/explore/
arts-and-culture/opportunities-for-
artists/public-art-opportunities

Divers and snorkelers are invited to Victoria’s largest marine citizen
science event, The Great Victorian Fish Count, with an event at
Kitty Miller Bay this weekend (December 3-4).

Kitty Miller fish count

Divers and snorkelers are in-
vited to Victoria’s largest marine
citizen science event, The Great
Victorian Fish Count, with an
event at Kitty Miller Bay this
weekend (December 3-4).

Participants record the num-
bers of important fish species
and report any others not usually
found in the area as part of long-
term monitoring of fish across the
Victorian coast.

The data collected is uploaded
to the Atlas of Living Australia to
improve knowledge of Victoria’s
marine species.

These records have been ac-
cessed for research education,
and environmental management,
according to the Victorian Na-
tional Parks Association (VNPA).

VNPA ReefWatch coordinator
Kade Mills — who lives in Ventnor
- said this year’s Great Victorian
Fish Count marked the 20th an-
niversary of the event.

“Over the past two decades div-
ers and snorkelers have rediscov-
ered the Western blue groper in
Victorian waters and found fish
species never before seen like
the spotted Grubfish, silver dory,
short-nosed boarfish and spiny
anglerfish,” Kade said.

“Not only is the count heaps of
fun, it also makes a really impor-
tant scientific contribution that
highlights the incredible diver-
sity of Victoria’s marine life.”

Kitty Miller

Kade said divers at Kitty Miller
Bay will buddy up, looking for
35 common species such as mor-
wong, leather jackets and blue-
throated wrasse.

The VNPA will provide slates to
count fish, a free t-shirt with priz-
es on offer, while divers should
have some experience snorkeling
in Victorian or similar waters.

“All you need to bring is your-

self, snorkel gear and a sense of
adventure,” said Kade, who will
attend the event.

Anyone without their own
equipment should call Ash Belsar
from OutThere Outdoors on (03)
5952 3695 or 0412 852 291 to ar-
range hire of equipment for the
day.

The event starts at 1lam on
December 3 with a welcome to
country and smoking ceremony,
followed by guided snorkels.

Details: events.humanitix.com/
phillip-island-great-victorian-
fish-count

Anniversary

The 2022 Great Victorian Fish
Count also coincides with the
20th anniversary of the state’s
marine national parks.

The VNPA and other groups
campaigned for over a decade for
the creation of these protected
areas of Victoria’s coastal areas,
which were created in 2002.

“It highlights the need to create
more marine national parks, with
Victoria going from leader to lag-
gard in recent years after the fail-
ure to protect more areas,” Kade,
46, said.

The Great Victorian Fish Count
is organised by the Victorian
National Parks Association in
partnership with participating
groups and supported by Parks
Victoria, Coastcare Victoria, and
Museums Victoria along with
Redmap Australia.

Kade has been showcasing the
island’s ocean and bay in his role
with the VNPA.

Earlier this year for a fortnight
he also ran a Victorian Sea Slug
Count off San Remo, along with
fellow divers counting nudis, or
nudibranchs, slugs described by
scientists as having some of the
most fascinating shapes, colours
and patterns of any animal.

The qift
that keeps giving.

THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT.

A book dedicated to the farmers, chefs, restaurants and farmgates of Phillip Island and beyond.

Available at the Phillip Island and San Remo Advertiser, 60 Chapel St, Cowes. Ph 5952 3201.
Buy online at www.pisra.com.au/over-the-bridge.

RRP: $44.95
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Ten-year-old Byron Humphrey raised over $11,000 for the Leukaemia Foundation on the
weekend, as well as donating his long mullet to Kids with Wigs. Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot

Photography.

It was an emotional moment for the whole
family - so dad Kirk came in to comfort his
son. Photo John Stapleton, Stapo Photos.

Dad Kirk also accepted the $500 challenge to
“go to skin”, with Byron doing the final touch-
es. Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

Brilliant Byron raises thousands

Hats off ... and hair as well ... to
10-year-old Byron Humphry who
raised over $11,000 for the Leukae-
mia Foundation’s World’s Greatest
Shave on the weekend.

His extraordinary mullet was care-
fully cut off, and donated to Wig-
s4Kids, before he had his head shaved.

He was joined by five local men
who also had their heads shaved: Ian
Glass, Sean McWilliams, Jack Un-
derwood, and Byron’s Uncle Malcolm
Anderson and dad Kirk Humphry.

Kirk said he decided to be part of
the Greatest Shave to support his
son and originally he and Byron
were going to get a number four.

But when family friends Tania
and Tim from Berwick Motors of-
fered to donate an extra $1000 - or
$500 each if they went “to the skin”,
they both went all in.

Kirk said the family had several
relatives battling cancer, as well
as friends, so the decision to raise
funds for cancer research was a
personal one.

Before the big event, Tammy, Byron and Kirk Humphry.
Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

“I’ve lost four friends, all under 50
to cancer, and they’ve left kids be-
hind,” he said.

For mum Tammy, it was an in-
credibly proud and emotional after-
noon, especially when the big mo-
ment came.

“I was a mess. I was so proud, I
started crying,” she said.

“Then when Byron saw me cry-
ing, he cried.

“One of the guys came up to me
later and said you had all us blokes
crying. There was hardly a dry eye
in the house.”

Fundraising

Prior to the event, Bryon’s online
fundraiser with the World’s Great-
est Shave had raised $4060.

Then on the day, thanks to a power
of work from Tammy and the gener-
ous support of local businesses and
the community, another $7714 was
raised.

As well as donations, on the day
there were raffles and a silent auc-

tion, thanks to the support of local
business: Nici Cahill Massage, Phil-
lip Island Winery, Westernport Ho-
tel, Island Equipment Hire, Always
Cool Airconditioning, Marios, The
Wash Shop, The Wooli Tavern, Lat-
itude Trading, Silverwater Resort,
Cape Winds, The Middle Hotel Ko-
rumburra, San Remo Fisherman’s
Co-op, Beand, Gippsland Coffee
Roasters, Bass Strait Direct and the
San Remo Butcher.

“Thanks also to the San Remo
Hotel for hosting us on the day,”
Tammy said.

Money was also raised by “auc-
tioning off” the other head shavers.

MC on they day was Daniel May,
whose daughter is in the same class
as Byron at Newhaven College,
while local musicians The Laing
Brothers entertained the crowd.

You canstill donate to the fundrais-
ing effort through Byron’s World’s
Greatest Shave fundraising page. Go
to worldsgreatestshave.com/ and
search for Byron Humphry.

Byron enjoyed his hairdressing duties ... others not so
much! Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

Byron took up the challenge to “go to skin” for $500, adding to his
already impressive fundraising tally. Kim from Beachside Hair did the
honours. Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

More photos at pisra.com.au

The Laing Brothers entertained on the day, getting into the
mullet spirit! Photo: John Stapleton, Stapo Photos.

Beach patrols are back

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Sav-
ing Club (WBSLSC) is welcoming
everyone back to the beach, an-
nouncing their new summer patrol
schedule.

“With the summer holidays upon
us, WBSLSC would like to remind
everyone to stay safe around the
water,” said Ryan Box, the club’s di-
rector of communications.

“Please make sure you swim be-
tween the flags and know your lim-
its, and have a chat to one of our
friendly Lifesavers or Lifeguards
who will be able to give you more
information on the conditions.”

Patrols started at Woolamai Beach
and Smiths Beach on the weekend.

The timetable which will operate
through to Christmas Day means

both beaches will be patrolled from
10am - 6pm on weekdays.

On Saturdays, patrols on both
beaches start at 10am, finishing at
5pm at Woolamai and 6pm at Smiths.

On Sundays, Woolamai patrols
will finish at 4pm, while Smiths will
be patrolled until 6pm.

From December 26 — January 26,
Cowes Foreshore beach will also be
patrolled, with all three beaches pa-
trolled from 10am - 6pm, seven days
a week.

From January 27 until February
19, the patrols will return to the pre-
Christmas schedule, with patrols
only at Smiths and Woolamai.

Then, through to Easter, patrols
will only operate on weekends
and public holidays at Smiths and

Woolamai: Saturday lpm to 5pm
and Sunday 10am - 4pm on both
beaches.

Any changes to the schedule will
be shared on Facebook @Woola-
maiBeachSLSC.

Ryan encouraged all beach goers
to look at the signage displayed be-
fore going into the water.

“If you have any questions about
our timetable or other general ques-
tions, please contact us on Facebook
@WoolamaiBeachSLSC or Insta-
gram @woolamaislsc

“We can’t wait to see you down on
the beach this summer so come and

say hi!”

For more information about the
club visit www.woolamaibeach.
org.au

Patrols started at Woolamai Beach and Smiths Beach on the weekend.
The timetable which will operate through to Christmas Day means both
beaches will be patrolled from 10am — 6pm on week days.
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Kinder enrolment defended

Bass Coast Shire Council has de-
fended its kinder enrolment process
saying every effort was made to en-
sure all families received a kinder-
garten offer.

Last week, local families contacted
the Advertiser upset their children
who attended three year old kinder
at San Remo Pre-school, had missed
out on a place in the four-year-old
program in San Remo.

Instead, they’d been allocated a po-
sition at the yet-to-be built Newhaven
Kindergarten through the centralised
registration system (CRS) handled by
the council.

One mother said the process lacked
transparency.

“Other places and shires have a
check list when you register,” she said.

“You're asked questions about your
existing enrolments, work commit-
ments, where youre sending the
child to school.”

These are used to help to decide
placements, but in Bass Coast she felt
the process lacked transparency, de-
scribing council’s response as “very
vague” when she asked how the posi-
tions were allocated.

Despite her daughter already at-
tending three-year-old kinder at San
Remo, she was told she didn’t get her
first and second preferences (both
at San Remo), as there was “high
demand”, and was instead offered a

place at Newhaven.

“I found out that pre-existing regis-
trations hadn’t been considered when
determining places.

“The response they gave me didn’t
give me any confidence there had
been any structure to the allocation,
even though on their website, it says
they have a fair and transparent pro-
cess.”

A spokesperson for the council
said while every effort was made to
ensure families received an offer of
a kindergarten place, not all families
received their first or second prefer-
ence.

“The allocation process is ex-
plained to families who enquire di-

rectly to us and each pre-school can
also explain this process to families
as well,” the spokesperson said.

“The allocation system has the pri-
ority of access values built into it and
the system allocates places based on
the priority criteria.

“Existing 2022, 2023 or 2024 reg-
istrations and waitlists families that
have already registered for kinder-
garten in 2022, 2023 or 2024 will be
allocated to the kindergarten they
have registered with, ahead of other
families selecting that kindergarten
as their preferred service, except for
children that would be allocated a
place under the DET Priority of Ac-
cess. These children will take priority.

“Families on existing waitlists
will also be allocated a place ahead
of families that were not registered
prior to the CRS.”

The spokesperson said the registra-
tion form also collected the hours of
work or study for a parent or guard-
ian each week, although the form
did not ask what days or how many
hours each day, or any existing work
or study commitments.

Parents could also fill in an addi-
tional consideration section, provid-
ing details of what was required for
their child and/or childcare needs.

The form had no specific questions
about existing enrolments, or where
the child was enrolled for school.

Approved parklets in San Remo for this summer are the San Remo and Westernport hotels. Council consulta-
tion on parklets across the shire is open until December 15.

Approved parklets in Cowes this summer include M & O, Hotel, Fig & Olive and Ocean Reach Brewing. Coun-
cil consultation on parklets across the shire is open until December 15.

Outdoor dining - have your say

Bass Coast Shire Council invites
community and business to help
define the future of outdoor dining
in our region, by taking part in a
consultation on parklets until De-
cember 15.

Parklets allow business to safely
extend their outdoor trading area
beyond the footpath. It usually
involves the temporary use of on-
street car parking spaces for out-
door dining and trader use. For
community, parklets provide open
areas to gather, encouraging us
to slow down, connect and spend
more time in our neighbourhoods.
Increased foot traffic also drives
revenue for local business.

Current approved 2022 Bass
Coast Shire parklets include:

San Remo

San Remo Hotel Motel,
145 Marine Parade.

Westernport Hotel,
161 Marine Parade.

Cowes

Hotel Phillip Island,
11-13 The Esplanade.

Ocean Reach Brewing,
47 Thompson Avenue.

M&O Cafe and Tapas,
1/14 The Esplanade.

Fig & Olive and Fork and Waffle,
115 Thompson Avenue.

“By developing a clear outdoor
dining parklet policy for Bass Coast
Shire we can enable more local
businesses to take advantage of this
highly popular opportunity,” said
Bass Coast Shire Council Mayor, Cr
Whelan.

“Parklets are a global phenom-
enon that began in San Francisco in
2005, that aimed to rethink how we
use public space. The idea spread
through the US then Europe, when a
redundant loading bay in East Lon-
don was reclaimed for bike stands,
benches, planters and solar lighting
by Hackney Council and sustain-
ability groups.

“A vital solution during the pan-
demic, parklets allowed many hos-
pitality businesses to survive under
social distancing. They created a
new way to increase seating capac-
ity then, and now remain due to the
huge benefits of socialising outside
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—individually and as a community.

“With this new policy council
aims to balance the needs of resi-
dents, business owners and visi-
tors while facilitating economic
development. Parklets will provide
enhanced streetscape vibrancy, in-
creased dwell time and more access
to dine-in experiences.”

With the outdoor dining parklet
policy and fee structure council
aims to provide: a clear application
and approval pathway; assessment
guidelines and requirements; mech-
anism for agreements, maintenance
and permit renewals.

Responses from the call out will
be collated into a consultation re-
port, available in January 2023. The
council said this will then inform
development of a policy, guidelines
and fee structure for parklets across
Bass Coast, to be considered by
council in early 2023, aiming to be
active by July 2023.

To make your online submission
or for further information on the
parklets policy, guidelines and fee
structure, please visit engage.bass-
coast.vic.gov.au/parklet or contact
council.

Care-less? Not an option

Bob Hosking is concerned about
the state of the planet and he doesn’t
mince words.

“The way things are headed, when I
leave the planet, the Kkids are left with
a s#@t hole.”

The keen surfer and swimmer has
put his money where his mouth is,
taking out a series of ads in papers in
Bass Coast, the Mornington Peninsu-
la and Melbourne, calling for better
protection for Western Port.

He believes local councils and the
state government are failing to pro-
tect one of the planet’s most impor-
tant ecosystems.

And with Phillip Island surrounded
by Western Port, he says the commu-
nity needs to do all it can to make sure
those in power look after the precious
natural resource.

“The wetlands are a haven for
wildlife, they filter pollution and
they’re important stores of carbon.
But they’re also one of the Earth’s
most threatened habitats, disappear-
ing three times faster than forests,
threatening thousands of animal and
plant species,” he explained.

He said the biodiverse wetlands of
Western Port and Phillip Island are
part of a UNESCO listed reserve and
fall under the global Ramsar agree-
ment for the protection of wetlands.
They deliver vital ecosystem services
to humanity that have remained pro-
tected by the agricultural uses of the
surrounding lands.

Itis also home to 1300 different spe-
cies and provides critical habitat for
millions of migratory birds each year.

Bob would like to see an indepen-
dent administrator appointed, re-
sponsible for ensuring the health and
safety of all of Western Port.

“The Ramsar wetlands and coastal
landscapes are at risk from rezoning
and development,” he said.

“We have totally unqualified people
looking after a huge asset.

“We need to pay attention to West-
ern Port now and moving forward, as
it is only going to get worse.”

While he is critical of many local
decisions in terms of developments
on Phillip Island, his main concern
is getting an independent author-
ity, with a broad overview, who will
monitor and protect Western Port.

“You can’t swim in Port Phillip and
soon it’s going to be the same in West-
ern Port.

“The whole system is faulty, it’s dys-
functional.”

Bob isn’t alone in his call for greater
protection for the environmentally
sensitive area, and is working along-
side groups like Save Westernport,
Phillip Island Conservation Society,
Victoria National Parks Association
and the Biosphere Organisation.

While he is talking to the different
groups, and supports the work they
do, he believes he can make a bigger
impact operating as a lone agent, able
to express his own feelings.

“I don’t want to have to play nice
with this issue.

“I'm not Labor or Liberal, I'd sup-
port anyone who makes a concerted
effort to protect Western Port.”

He’s hoping his advertising cam-
paign will help galvanise community
support behind the issue.

A website he created, www.
caredphillipisland.au is a wealth of
information about the threats facing

Phillip Island and the Westernport
Wetlands are under threat says
Bob Hosking and he thinks a lot
more needs to be done to protect
this precious natural resource.
He’s calling for an independent
administrator for the area.

Western Port, as well as providing
links to the Ramsar Convention and
the Environment Protection and Bio-
diversity Conservation Act, and even
offering movie recommendations.

Bob believes Australia isn’t living
up toits obligations under the Ramsar
agreement, the Bonn Convention
or other migratory bird agreements
with Japan, China, and Korea, and
the constant development and rezon-
ing of the land surrounding Western
Port is causing irreparable damage.

You can sign up on the website to
“show you care” and support the call
for “a genuinely independent adminis-
trator, with the power to enforce envi-
ronmental standards and regulations”.

“We're testing the waters and try-
ing to see if people support the con-
cept,” Bob said.

“If we get a good response, the next
step would be to go to parliament and
try and get an independent adminis-
trator.”

He wants everyone who lives on
Phillip Island, to understand what a
special and unique environment it is,
and how important it is to protect it.

“When decisions are made to ap-
prove developments, they have to
take into consideration how that will
impact future generations,” he ex-
plained.

“And if you don’t have all the scien-
tific facts, you have to err on the side
of caution.

“I don’t think Bass Coast Shire
Council is doing this when approving
developments.

“Our aim is to educate people about
where they live, so they can make an in-
formed decision about the kind of place
Phillip Island will be in the future.”

He said caring for Phillip Island
and protecting Western Port go hand
in hand.

Without an independent author-
ity in place to protect them, he fears
the wetlands and waters surround
the island will become increasingly
degraded.

“We need a commitment to a con-
tinuing effort of housekeeping. It’s
like keeping your kitchen clean - if
you don’t, you get diseases.

“The kitchen is Port Phillip Bay
and Western Port and the surround-
ing estuaries.”

Find out more at www.care4phil-
lipisland.au
/ Sponsored article /



Ollie the 16-year-old python with Phillip Island snake catcher, Ahsien Nelson. The mum-of-three owns 18
snakes and 10 lizards, offering demonstrations with Island Pythons, but also catches about five snakes a
week in spring and summer. She says snake season has started earlier than usual this year and yes they are

all copperheads on the island.

Snake season started
earlier this year

As Phillip Island’s snake catcher,
Ahsien Nelson is fearless when
called out to homes and businesses
to catch our resident copperheads.

But when it comes to spiders, she’s
as human as the rest of us.

“I get lots of teary phone calls
from people telling me they’ve got
a snake in their backyard,” says the
33-year-old mother-of-three.

“But if a huntsman crawls up
alongside me I'm the one who gets
teary and sweaty.

“We all tend to have different ani-
mal phobias.”

In three years catching snakes
around the island, through to Grant-
ville, Ahsien (pronounced Ash-en)
estimates she’s caught and released
about 300 of the venomous serpents,
averaging about five per week.

In just the past month she has
caught copperheads at the Nobbies
kiosk and the Grand Prix track, as
well as the usual hotspots of Cape
Woolamai and Ventnor, including
in a swimming pool and under the
bed of a caravan, with a recent catch
on the Cowes front beach at Mussel
Rocks.

She says snake season has started
earlier than usual this year — from
the start of October rather than the
end of October.

“All the rain washed them out
of their holes, because the water
rose they have had no choice but to
move,” Ahsien says.

“Because these are lowland cop-
perheads, they are very resilient and
deal well with our cold weather.”

And yes she and all the regional
snake catchers agree they are all
copperheads on Phillip Island, even
the black and brown ones.

“I've never caught any other spe-
cies than copperheads and in 12
years five other catchers have said
the same thing. One time I thought
it was a red-bellied black but it
turned out to be a copperhead.

“Copperheads come in a range of
colours from jet black to brown with
aring around their necks.”

She adds that other snakes would
easily be transported to the island,
on hay bales for instance, but would
not survive long in our cold weather.

“Off-island there are other species
and when it gets cold they can travel
to warmer areas.”

Pythons

When on a job, Ahsien makes it
look easy, burning sage to smoke

them out of a hidey hole, then grab-
bing them by the tail, using a shaking
technique to keep them away from
her body and placing them in a bag.

She then takes them home, en-
sures they have water and food, be-
fore releasing them in conservation
areas about 24 hours later.

And when she’s not catching
snakes she’s running her business,
Island Pythons, with snake demon-
strations for birthday parties and
events — including on January 28 at
the Phillip Island Adventure Resort
- as well as Scouts and Girl Guides,
where she is a leader.

All up Ahsien owns 18 snakes and
10 lizards in her Cowes home, with
two sides of her double garage cheek-
to-jowl with snake enclosures.

She owns nine different species of
snake, with the largest being three
metres and because most of them
are rescues, or re-homed unwanted
pythons, she’s not sure of their age
or gender.

“My python Ollie is one of the
deadliest snakes in Australia not
because he’s venomous but because
of his strength. They constrict if
they think you’re food or feel inse-
cure like they’re going to fall off.

“If he decides to constrict it can
take three or more people to get him
off me, he’s that strong.”

Ahsien says Ollie is a softie, but
her most “narky” snake is Woma,
“who generally thinks I'm food,
even if she has eaten”.

“When she bites me there will
be a trickle of blood but I don’t no-
tice that because the pressure is so
strong. I either spray her in the face
with water, put my hand in a bucket
of water or take a credit card and

put it above and below her teeth to
wedge them off

“If you pull them off the teeth can
be left behind.

“I have walked around the house
for 10 minutes with a snake at-
tached to my arm.”

The lizards, on the other hand, are
easy, including three bearded drag-
ons and a few blue tongues, as well
as a turtle.

“I know it seems weird, but they’re
all so cute.”

Her pet food bill is about $700 ev-
ery three months for frozen rodents
and rabbits.

Skill

Ahsien inherited the pythons -
and her love of snakes — from her
father, Phillip Island’s former snake
catcher Greg Marrinan, who passed
away last year.

For the past three years Ahsien
learnt the ropes from her dad be-
fore taking over the snake-catching
business last year.

She has all the required licences
and permits and has completed
courses on snake handling.

Her three children, aged one,
eight and 10, all love the snakes, and
while her husband Shane will help
her on snake catching jobs to do the
heavy lifting, he does not share her
love of the creatures.

“People have a fear of them
whereas I see a beautiful creature
who just wants to hide and be left
alone. They are shy and elegant.

“They are so important in the en-
vironment to keep the ecosystem in
balance.

“And for me there’s also the adren-
aline in carefully catching a snake.”

Snake tips

Ahsien says copperheads are
generally shy and as long as
they’re not prodded or provoked
will leave people alone.

If you spot one, stay still, take a
few steps back and walk around
it, giving the snake a wide berth.

“They will do anything to stay
away from you,” she advises.

If bitten, call Triple Zero (000),
and avoid panicking to keep
blood flow low. Apply a pressure
bandage to the area and then ban-
dage above the region and ideally

splint with a stick.

Ahsien says there is no anti-
venom for copperheads, but hos-
pitals use red-bellied black or
brown anti-venom and even then
people who have been bitten re-
quire up to a year of rehabilitation
“because it messes with your ner-
vous system and thickens your
blood, making you very ill”.

She says it’s virtually impos-
sible to prevent snakes in a
backyard, but to minimise the
risk keep gardens clean, lawns
mowed, with no wood piles or
tubs of water “or anything to at-
tract frogs”.

SHORT STACK

A QUICK ROUNDUP OF NEWS, VIEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Farmers needed for
national soil testing program

Southern Cross University and the
Environmental Analysis Laboratory
(EAL) are inviting farmers and land
managers across the country to par-
ticipate in an incentivised soil sam-
pling and analysis program.

They can receive $275 per sam-
pling site, capped at $10,000 per
ABN, towards the cost of soil sam-
pling and analysis and sharing the
data through ANSIS. They can also
receive assistance from Common-
wealth-funded soil extension officers
to interpret their soil test results.

For more information on the pro-
gram visit www.scu.edu.au/pilot-
soils-program/, email soiltest@scu.
edu.au or phone 02 6620 3489.

The program ends on June 30, 2023
and is supported by funding through
the Australian Government National
Soil Strategy (Department of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Forestry).

Salvo’s Christmas Appeal

The Salvo’s have launched their
annual Christmas Appeal and aim to
raise $23 million to support Austra-
lians in need this festive season.

The Salvation Army nationally
distributes over 64,000 hampers
and vouchers to those struggling
to make ends meet and hundreds
of thousands of gifts and toys to
families.

To donate: salvationarmy.org.au
or call 13 SALVOS (13 72 58). You can
also donate at any Salvo’s Store.

COUNCIL BRIEES

Grave concerns for
San Remo cemetery

The standard of San Remo cem-
etery is “embarrassing” and should
be urgently maintained, according to
a Bass Coast Shire councillor.

Cr Rochelle Halstead said with the
shire the trustee of the cemetery — as
well as Wonthaggi — “we should be
embarrassed at the standard they
have been left to remain in”.

“I ask that officers move swiftly
... to encourage a more satisfactory
arrangement for maintaining both
sites,” Cr Halstead said.

Councillors voted on the budgets of
the two cemeteries, with San Remo’s
finances improved, returning a profit
of more than $6000, with projections
that the last plot sale will be about
300 years from now, with the last in-
ternment in 2324.

Wonthaggi returned a $49,000 prof-
it and has enough plots until 2081.

Councillors previously voted to sup-
port capital works to deliver supply of
burial sites and install restrooms.

Council also signed off on a contract
for grave digging at the two cemeter-
ies, to cost more than $242,000 over
three years.

Shetland Heights Road upgrade

After a long resident battle, San
Remo’s Shetland Heights Road has
received the final go-ahead to be
sealed. Bass Coast Shire councillors
at the November meeting voted to
award the road construction tender of
$1.9 million to SR Excavations, from
Penniwells Drive to Potters Hill Road.

Works will include road pavement
construction, road sealing, kerb and
gutters, concrete footpath and drain-
age works, starting in February 2023.

Cr Rochelle Halstead said residents
around the new Bass Coast Sec-
ondary College San Remo Campus
would celebrate the project getting
up and running “after the opening of
the school caused a lot of concern for
students’ safety”.

“Locals all knew that Shetland
Heights Road would be used as an
access point and was without foot-
paths, sealed roads and a crest that
can make visibility difficult on sun-
set,” Cr Halstead said.

Skate park budget blow out

The planned Kilcunda skate park
has had a budget blow out of more
than $148,000. Bass Coast Shire coun-
cillors at the November meeting voted
to increase the budget to $720,000.

They also voted to award the tender
for the construction of Kilcunda fore-
shore local-level skate park to Grind
Projects, with construction expected
to start in March 2023.

Cr Les Larke argued the extra
funding came from borrowings and
not cash reserves, however Cr Ro-
chelle Halstead asked shire officers if
this was correct.

The officer said the extra funding
came from the shire’s skate park re-
serve fund.

Planning permits

Councillors approved two signifi-
cant planning permits in Cowes.

There will be a subdivision of land
into 28 lots in the Cowes industrial
estate, at 16 Shorland Way.

And the former Islander Caravan
Park at 137-143 Thompson Avenue,
Cowes, received approval to build a
swimming pool, alongside the exist-
ing camping and caravan park.

Approval was also given for sus-
tainable home builder Ecoliv to erect
a display home centre, and other
buildings at their new site at 1114
Bass Highway, The Gurdies.

Special charge scheme

Residents quizzed council about
the potential cost of the Sunderland
Bay and Surf Beach special charge
scheme to upgrade roads.

Ross Bencraft asked if the shire
could provide the average cost to
ratepayers in the newly-finished
Pioneer Bay road scheme, as well as
the minimum individual ratepayer
contribution and the maximum rate-
payer payment.

“What is the estimated average
cost to individual ratepayers for the
completed Surf Beach Sunderland
Bay road and drainage improvement
scheme,” Ross asked.

Shire CEO Ali Wastie replied Pio-
neer Bay totalled $4.6 million and 230
residents contributed to 92 per cent of
the cost.

“This equates to an average amount
of $18,400 per property. Costs ranged
from $13,898 to $52,098 depending on
the property size,” Ms Wastie said.

“Costs have not yet been deter-
mined and will depend on the pre-
ferred design options selected by the
community which is the basis of the
current community consultation.”

Resident Natasha Crestani said
because visitors benefitted the most
from these roads, would the shire
contribute more funds, also asking
what profit the shire would make.

Ms Wastie said special charge
scheme costs were proportioned
based on community benefit.

“Where there is greater community
benefit, council contributes more to-
wards the project,” Ms Wastie said.

“Council does not make a profit
through a Special Charge Scheme
process.”

Sand mining

Grantville residents Phillip and
Anne Westwood asked why the
strategy allowing sand mining in the
Grantville area was not detailed in the
Bass Coast Shire planning scheme.

CEO Ali Wastie said while not for-
mally incorporated into the planning
scheme, the regional sand strategy was
referenced as a background document.

“Background documents provide
useful context in interpreting the
planning scheme, but cannot be re-
lied upon in assessing permit appli-
cations and planning scheme amend-
ments,” Ms Wastie said.
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Peter Reith AM Memorial Prize recipient Joey Thompson with College Chair David Jobe

and Principal Tony Corr.

College staff awarded for 20+ years of service to the school (from left to right): Karyn
Scott, Lauren White, Amanda Price, Andy Neal, Sonya Neal, Mitsuko Horiguchi, Shona

O’Dempsey, Gemma Van Cuylenburg, Karen Milkins-Hendry, Sian Adnam, Geoff White,

Elaine Epifano. (Not pictured Barb Blair, Belinda Manning and Chris Appleby).

Presentation evenings at Newhaven College

To celebrate the conclusion of a
full year on campus, Newhaven
College held two Presentation Eve-
nings for the Junior School and
Middle/Senior School.

The Year 5-11 Presentation Eve-
ning was hosted by the 2023 Col-
lege Captains Gabriel Pascoe, Brinn
Hamley, Niamh Moore and Oscar
Healey, in their first formal captain-
cy duties. The Junior School Cel-
ebration Evening hosts were 2022
Captains, Flynn Doig and Addison
O’Connor, and Vice Captains Cal-
lan Reilly and Scarlett Rennie.

Junior School

The focus of the Junior School
Celebration was on how the school
navigated its way safely through the
year, by following CovidSafe guide-
lines. This resulted in a full aca-
demic year onsite. It was therefore
appropriate for the achievements of
every student in the Junior School
be recognised. All Junior School
students were presented with a
certificate of achievement for com-
pleting a wonderful year of learn-
ing and improvement. The students
again demonstrated their talents by
singing, dancing and performing
music, with some very talented per-
formances and lots of laughs! Head
of Junior School, Ralph Arceo, ex-
pressed his gratitude for such a suc-
cessful year.

“Thank you to all our families for
your attendance, support and en-
couragement. It means a lot to the
students and the staff in the Junior
School.”

Middle and Senior School

The school celebrated an evening
of song, words and awards during
the first all-present Presentation
Evening since 2019. It was an eve-
ning to celebrate the successes of
our students, in academics, sport-
ing, values and music. The proces-
sion of award presentations was
interspersed with some stunning
musical performances. The Middle
School Choir and Guitar ensemble
performed Lingmarra, a beautiful
song about coming together. The
Senior Vocal Ensemble performed
Don’t Stop Me Now, followed by In-
die and the Bones performing Devil

Donald Cameron OAM Award recipient Harry Butch-
er, with Mr Steve Munro, President Phillip Island

Went Down to Georgia. The school
is very proud of all of the award re-
cipients.

Newhaven College Board Chair,
David Jobe, made a moving trib-
ute to Peter Reith, the Founding
Secretary of Newhaven College.
Mr Reith was integral to the initial
development of Newhaven College,
something which he was very proud
of throughout his life. Mr Jobe re-
ferred to John Howard’s memorial
speech where he described Mr Reith
as someone committed to making
a difference. Someone with a laid-
back sense of humour, who was
able to make friends even among
those he disagreed with. Someone
with relentless energy for effect-
ing change. In conclusion, Mr Jobe
looked to the future.

“As we embark on the next chap-
ter of our College’s journey, we are
committing ourselves to a path of
constant improvement across the
key areas of learning, care, commu-
nity, sustainability and innovation.
In doing so, we can honour Peter’s
legacy and the community spirit
that created Newhaven College.”

Staff Awards

Newhaven College is incredibly
proud of its teaching and non-aca-
demic staff. Fifteen staff members
received recognition for twenty
years or more of service and dedi-
cation. Recipients include Karen
Milkins-Hendry, Geoff White, An-
drew Neal, Elaine Epifano, Belinda

Manning, Sian Adnam, Chris Ap-
pleby, Mitsuko Horiguchi, Gemma
Van Cuylenburg, Barb Blair, Shona
O’Dempsey, Sonya Neal, Amanda
Price, Lauren White and Karyn
Scott.

Student Awards

A wide range of awards were pre-
sented to recognise outstanding
achievement in academic studies,
leadership, music, sport, values,
public speaking and debating, dra-
ma, design, visual arts, technology
and Building and Construction.

Senior School Dux Awards for
Year 9 — Maisie McMurray, Year 10
— Alice Mabilia, and Year 11 — Tess
Papas

ADF Long Tan Youth Leadership
Award - Charlotte O’Brien (Year 10)

ADF Future Innovators Award -
Alice Mabilia (Year 10)

Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars
Program - Tilia Pires-Andersen
(Year 10)

Luke Bolding Memorial Scholar-
ship - Henry Peppard (Year 11)

Peter Reith AM Memorial Prize —
Joey Thompson (Year 9)

Donald Cameron OAM Award -
Harry Butcher (Year 10)

Rev John Leaver Award - Ella
Grummisch (Year 11)

Duke of Edinburgh Award -
Bronze - Grace Howlett, Sophia
Hungerford, Abby Papas and Grace
Morris (Year 9)

Duke of Edinburgh Award - Sil-
ver — Chloe Harris (Year 10)

Rev John Leaver Award recipient Ella Grummisch with Mrs Louisa Warnock,
Executive Officer Ecumenical Schools Australia, and Principal Tony Corr.

Lions Club and Mrs Pamela Cameron, Life Governor.
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Luke Bolding Memorial Scholarship recipient, Henry
Peppard with Robyn Bolding.

Senior School Dux Awards recipients Maisie McMurray, Tess Papas and
Alice Mabilia with Karen Milkins-Hendry.

ADF Long Tan Youth Leadership Award — Charlotte O’Brien (Year 10) on
left and ADF Future Innovators Award — Alice Mabilia (Year 10) on the
right with Vice Principal Jason Scott and College Chair David Jobe.

Year 2 students getting into the spirit.

Year 1 students singing their hearts out at the Junior School Celebration
Evening.
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Events, entertainment and community news

Phillip Island Dance Studio is performing two shows at Wonthaggi Union community Arts

centre on Saturday December 10.

Dance Studio

Phillip Island Dance Studio is performing
two shows at Wonthaggi Union community
Arts centre on Saturday December 10.

The dance studio is presenting a Mary Pop-
pins ballet and other choreography works of
moving lyrical, contemporary and energetic
jazz dances.

The students have been back in the stu-
dio for a full year since the pandemic began
and have spent three terms building on their
strength and technique.

Term four saw the students excited to use
these skills to bring their hard work together
in eight weeks to present their end of year

performance

performances.

Phillip Island Dance Studio offers classes
for students from 18 months through to adult.

Classes include pre-school dance program,
Jazz, Lyrical, Contemporary, classical ballet,
pointe and adult ballet.

“I'm excited to be introducing a new over
55s dance movement class for 2023,” said Ro-
wena Campbell, who runs the popular dance
school.

Tickets for the end of year performance can
be purchased at Wonthaggi Union Arts cen-
tre or via Trybooking: www.trybooking.com/
events/landing/978483

A double dose of Churchill

Award-winning folk singer/songwriter Kim
Churchill is performing at Churchill Island
as part of the Ocean Sounds Festival on
December 10.

vv699toar

PHILLIP ISLAND LIBRARY IS

MOVING!!!!
WITH PICAL

The Library will closed from
Thursday November 24
and re-open on
Tuesday December 6
at new premises
16 WARLEY AVENUE, COWES
For more info call 5644 3320.

@myli

community
library

myli.org.au

Award-winning folk singer/songwriter Kim
Churchill is performing at Churchill Island as
part of the Ocean Sounds Festival on Decem-
ber 10.

The show is part of a tour around the coun-
try, coinciding with the release of his new sin-
gle “Come Back Free”

A joyous and tender ode to overcoming fail-
ures, this latest single is another taste from
Kim’s forthcoming album, titled Dawn Sounds
and scheduled for release on January 13, 2023.
What a way to start the new year!

The 11-track album will feature already re-
leased singles “Fighter” and “Please Come
Home” along with the brand new “Come Back
Free”.

Warmed by a hushed rhythmic pulse and
rich in earthy acoustic tones, the surf-soaked
single is a reassuring anthem of hope.

Finding clarity in the face of life’s obstacles,
Kim reflects on what “Come Back Free” means
to him.

“The single is about putting yourself out there
and getting back up when it doesn’t work out.
The mark of a life well lived is failure and lots
of it!

“It’s an integral part of figuring out who you
are and what you do well and how to feel well.
I've been learning that the most important
thing is the joy you feel when you let go of fail-
ure and embrace it as an important part of the
process of life.”

Described as “aromping high energy one man
band show”, Kim has performed at renowned
festivals across the globe, including Glaston-
bury Music Festival, Montreal’s International
Jazz Festival and South By South West, along
with a stack of home grown festivals.

Raised on the coastal town of Merimbula,
the songwriter was previously crowned Aus-
tralia’s National Youth Folk Artist of the Year
and nominated for the National Live Music
Awards Roots Act of the Year.

Don’t miss Kim Churchill at Ocean Sounds
Festival on Churchill Island, December 10,
alongside Tash Sultana, Pierce Brothers,
Kee’ahn, Little Green and Mark Howard.

Kim’s tour continues through until March 2023.

Ocean Sounds details and tickets at www.
oceansoundsfestival.com.au

www.kimchurchill.com

Lions raffle raises funds fr

local school communities

The Lions Club of San Remo and Newhaven’s
All Schools/Traders Raffle has raised more
than $10,000. Over 5000 tickets were sold by
the Newhaven and San Remo Primary Schools,
San Remo Pre-school and the Bass Coast Col-
lege San Remo Campus.

“The generosity of the local traders who con-
tributed over fifteen hundred dollars in prizes
made the raffle possible,” said Club president
Mike Newton.

“Special thanks must also go to Print it Fast

in San Remo who donated the cost of printing
the tickets.

“This was an excellent example of the whole
community coming together in support of a
good cause.”

The raffle was drawn at Newhaven Primary
School and the funds raised will be distributed
between the participating schools.

First prize was won by Daniel Petersen, sec-
ond prize by the Mol Family and third prize by
Willie Pepper.

Drawing the Lions Club All Schools/Traders Raffle is Sharyne Munday, Principal at Ne-
whaven Primary School (second left), with Catherine Rogerson (right) and school captains

Jazzy Campbell and Riley Goodwin.

Jubilee planting day

It was shovels at the ready for the Phillip
Island Golf Club last week, with a special
Queen’s Jubilee Tree Planting Ceremony.

The club has recently planted over 100 trees
through funding from the Federal govern-

ment’s Planting Trees for the Queen’s Jubi-
lee program. Member for Monash, Russell
Broadbent was at the event, alongside club
and committee members.

Golf Club Vice Chair Liz Gleeson with Member for Monash Russell Broadbent at the tree

planting ceremony last week.

Back: Doug O’Keeffe — General Manager, Mark Jamieson — Chairman, Ryan Hall — Course
Superintendent, Howard Jones — long term member, Phil Ellard — Men’s Captain. Front: Liz
Gleeson - Vice Chair and Russell Broadbent MP. More photos at pisra.com.au.

FRIDAY 2nd Dec.

Showtime 10.30am

TOM JONES
Tribute Show

By EDDIE JAMES

97047304 / 0428712783

Backed by SISTER DIVA
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL:

At: The CENTRE COURT COWES Admission $'|5ph
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Join in choir’'s Christmas carols

In the mood for some festive cheer?

Then join the Island Harmony
Choir who will be performing a
Christmas program at St John’s
Church in Cowes at 2pm on Sunday,
December 4.

“There will be lots of carols, some
old familiar songs and some you
may not have heard before,” choir
member Terry Norquay said.

“There will also be musical items
and some comedy pieces performed
by members of the choir, and a
chance for you to join us in some of
the carols.”

Terry said the audience can meet
members of the choir over afternoon
tea.

“And take this opportunity to find
out more information if you think
you might like to join our happy
group next year.

“We are a four-part harmony choir
and would welcome new singers to

join our ranks.”

There are no auditions and mem-
bers are not required to read music
“but it helps”.

“Especially if people are familiar
with four-part harmony singing for
soprano, alto, tenor and bass.”

She says the choir performs all
styles of music from classic to folk,
opera to gospel and “ballads to the
Beatles”.

“We are prepared to challenge
ourselves with new music all the
time.”

The group draws members main-
ly from Phillip Island and as far as
Tooradin, is generally for 50+ age,
but is open to anyone, “we always
need more men”.

Aside from rehearsals and con-
certs, they also perform to aged
care homes around the island.

Details: www.islandharmony-
choir.au

RSL backs new Cadet venture

Three years ago, the Phillip Island
RSL sub-branch received a call from
a colonel at the Royal Australian
Army Headquarters based at Victo-
ria Barracks in St Kilda Road.

The colonel wanted to gauge
thoughts on setting up a School Army
Cadet unit in the area.

The Phillip Island RSL committee
was fully supportive of the concept
and offered to provide assistance
where possible. Finding a venue was
difficult as there were no army facili-
ties within the zone. An army facility
was preferred as no leasing or rent
would have been required.

Eventually the future command-
ing officer, Captain Clinton George
identified Wonthaggi North Primary
School as ideal for all requirements.

There was just one hitch — an an-
nual lease charge was required. This
was not within their budget.

Phillip Island RSL was again con-
tacted, this time with a request for fi-
nancial support, knowing that some
students from Bass Coast Secondary
College’s San Remo campus were to
be involved.

At the RSL Gala Awards Night dinner in August, Greg Mead presented
$2500 to Major Geoff Pike to help establish the Bass Coast Army Cadets.

This conversation resulted in the
Phillip Island RSL confirming ongo-
ing financial support of up to $2500
for 2022 and up to $5000 per year for
up to five years, as long as the Won-
thaggi cadet unit is operational and
functional.

This unit is now named 36 Army
Cadet Unit and is restricted to sec-
ondary school students, male and
female, between the ages of 13 and 17.

RSL treasurer Greg Mead said:

“Phillip Island RSL is proud to be in-
volved in youth development within
our area and regard the school cadet
unit as a kindred body.”

Recruits joined in July with uni-
forms issued in August, with the
cadets attending an annual field ex-
ercise during the September school
holidays.

The Phillip Island RSL look for-
ward to the cadets participating in
future RSL event commemorations.

Thousands raised to support Waterline nurse

The Waterline community has
raised almost $7000 in support
of nurse practitioner Deb Garvey
through a series of fundraisers.

The fundraisers, which included
a Market of Treasures and a Living
Library session culminated in a mu-
sical afternoon on November 19.

The fundraisers were organised
after a Medicare review concluded
that nurse practitioner Deb Garvey
was spending more time with her
patients than Medicare allowed and

she’s been directed to repay money,
with further restrictions placed on
the Medicare items she can access.

The community rallied behind
Deb, with $3086 raised through
ticket sales and raffles at the music
afternoon, $1535 from a Silent Auc-
tion and a further $2110 from the
Market of Treasures.

“A great amount was raised which
will not solve Deb’s problems but
will clearly show the love the Wa-
terline townships have for the un-

tiring and inspirational work that
Deb does daily,” said the event
organisers.

They thanked the community for
their support, as well as the volun-
teers who helped set up for both
events and everyone who donated
goods for the silent auction, and
the amazing musicians who enter-
tained the crowd.

A GoFundMe page has been set
up: www.gofundme.com/f/help-the-
nurse-practitioner-clinic.

Island Harmony Choir

a Sunday Concert

yyzoLtoar

presents ...

“The Spirit of Christmas”

Beautiful Carols

* The Holly and the Ivy
* The Nativity Carol

* Silent Night

* Coventry Carol

*  Whisper

*  Christmas is Coming

... and many more ...

Also ...

Come along
and enjoy an afternoon of ...
... some familiar, some new

* Do You Hear What I hear

* Instrumental pieces
* Comedy moments

... and a chance to join the choir in song.

Sunday

December 4
at 2pm

St. John's

Uniting Church
86 Chapel Street, Cowes.

Tickets

Will be available at
the door, or by booking
Contact:

Tony - 0418 134 709

(Includes afternoon Tea)

$15

Supported by: Lions Club, Phillip Island, St. John’s Uniting Church, Cowes
and ... Phillip Island Community and Learning Centre Inc.
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WESTERNPORT
& WATER
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Since 2000 Colleen Gilbee has helped more than 3000 animals annually, since 2019 running
Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Shelter Phillip Island and Bass Coast with a handful of

volunteers.

Wildlife rescue’s financial
and emotional cost

Phillip Island’s wildlife death toll is taking
an increasing toll on the island’s only volun-
teer wildlife shelter operator.

Since 2000 Colleen Gilbee has helped more
than 3000 animals annually, since 2019 run-
ning Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Shel-
ter Phillip Island and Bass Coast with a hand-
ful of volunteers.

She said the financial costs over the last 23
years had been “massive”, with thousands of
dollars every year out of her own pocket.

“Petrol, bullets and food is a lot to have on
the shoulders of one volunteer on top of deal-
ing with everyday daily living costs,” Colleen
said.

But the emotional toll was even bigger, with
many animals especially after hours needing

to be euthanised.

More than 70 per cent of animal rescue calls
ended in euthanasia due to their injuries or
health condition being too severe to save, to-
talling hundreds of animals a year.

“Euthanising animals when vets are not
open or police cannot help, is a very emo-
tional and hard thing to do, even after all this
time, it takes a little piece of my heart every
time.

“Some weeks it can be five animals or more
needing their suffering ended as soon as pos-
sible.”

For donations: Wildlife Rescue & Rehabili-
tation Shelter Phillip Island & Bass Coast

BSB: 633 000

Account number: 169 091 246

Awards’ Sponsors:
Bendigo Community Banks of
Cowes, San Remo & Grantville
Phillip Island R.S.L.

Alex Scott & Staff Real Estate
Phillip Island Winery
Westernport Hotel

Brinnie T Design

Lightique

Turn the Page

Senior Art Supplies
Woolworths

ARTS
SOCIETY
PHILLIP
ISLAND
REGION

The Arts Society Phillip Island Region
acknowledges the wonderful support it received that ensured the success
of the ASPIR Cup Weekend Exhibition and Young Artist Award

vvesitoar

Community Grant:

Bass Coast Shire Council

Raffle Donors:

Lori Head, Artist

The Wooli Tavern

Super Cruzer E-Bike Hire
Her. Skin & Day Spa
Grumpys Crazy Golf

Venue:
Newhaven College and Staff

Volunteers:
ASPIR members, familes and friends
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Wildlife shelter
struggling to stay open

Generous local residents have offered to do-
nate money and support Phillip Island’s only
volunteer wildlife shelter, which is struggling to
keep the service running due to the emotional
and financial cost.

Meanwhile Phillip Island Nature Parks has
avoided answering questions on whether they can
provide more staff to help with wildlife rescue.

The call for help comes after all candidates in
the run-up to the state election vowed to back a
dedicated 24-hour wildlife shelter on the island.

Cape Woolamai resident Serra Clisby put a
call out on the Phillip Island Noticeboard Face-
book page, alerting locals that there was no paid
after-hours care for wildlife on Phillip Island.

“There is one wildlife shelter — Wildlife Res-
cue and Rehabilitation Shelter Phillip Island
and Bass Coast — run by Colleen and a handful
of volunteers,” Serra said.

She said on busy weekends — such as racing
events like the Grand Prix — Colleen and some
volunteers were “absolutely pushed to their lim-
its with no support”, with Colleen called out to
euthanise a growing number of animals hit but
not killed by cars.

“Recently Colleen has been struggling to
keep the rescue shelter going mainly due to fuel
cost and bullets,” Serra said.

“It doesn’t seem fair that the only person on
the island that has been doing this for over
three decades not only goes out on her own, but
often has to euthanise wildlife while copping
abuse from members of the public that say she
should “be doing more”.

“Let’s rally behind her and prove to her that
she’s not alone.”

For donations: Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilita-
tion Shelter Phillip Island & Bass Coast

BSB: 633 000

Account number: 169 091 246

Support

Several residents offered to step up to help.

Didee offered to donate cash, as well as old
towels and sheets.

Ashley said she would donate a percentage
from sales from her business to help with rais-
ing funds.

Simonne encouraged residents to take part in
one-day Wildlife Victoria training on Decem-
ber 3.

“But it’s not just doing the training — you need
to then be willing and able to accept wildlife
cases once trained,” Simonne wrote.

Zann said she was a former wildlife volunteer
on the island.

“There was a band of us working all night at
one time doing injured wildlife. It was volun-
teering for the Nature Park who should really
be on 24/7 to help all wildlife on the island not
just the penguins,” Zann said.

“This is a wildlife island. Most people seem to
have forgotten that. Koalas used to walk down
the streets in the olden days. Now all you see is
run over wildlife on roads and not many have
the time to stop and take them off the road in
respect of their lives.”

Nature Parks

In 2019 Colleen became the sole wildlife shel-
ter and rescuer. Since 2000 she has helped more

Wildlife volunteers are called out day and

night to help injured animals. This file pic-
ture was taken of a live wood duck with an
arrow going through its body at the Shear-
water estate opposite the Cowes golf club.

than 3000 animals annually.

At the time the community called on Phil-
lip Island Nature Parks to step up and take on
wildlife rescue, however they ruled out taking
over the 24/7 service and instead offered a ser-
vice run from 7.30am-4pm.

Last week the Advertiser asked the Phillip Is-
land Nature Parks if they could do more to help
wildlife rescue or provide funding, support and
expertise to the volunteer rescuers.

PINP spokesman, Simon Pristel, whose pub-
lic relations company represents the Nature
Parks, said they wouldn’t have “anything spe-
cific to add at this stage”.

He provided information on helping if birds
nests fall out of trees, if echidnas visit your gar-
den and what to do if you have a snake in your
backyard.

Election

Candidates for Bass in the lead up to the elec-
tion were asked a public question in early No-
vember about the need for wildlife support.

“There is no dedicated 24-hour wildlife shel-
ter and more support is needed for volunteer
wildlife rescuers. What would you do to rectify
this situation?” the questioner asked.

Both the Liberals Aaron Brown and Nation-
als Brett Tessari agreed the program needed
to be funded, while the ALP’s Jordan Crugnale
said she was happy to look at other funding op-
tions.

Independent candidate Jeni Jobe said there
was a conflict between tourism and wildlife
safety and said she would 100 per cent support
a 24-hour wildlife rescue service.

“Why don’t we have it in place already,” Jeni
said.

Details: wildlifevictoria.org.au/get-involved/

Rising roadkill death toll

It is estimated at least 5000 animals are in-
jured or Killed on Phillip Island roads each year
from vehicle collisions.

Citizen scientist and Cowes resident Ron Day
made the estimate based on his three-year daily
wildlife roadkill research on a 3.6km section of
the Cowes-Rhyll Road.

However wildlife volunteers say the number
is conservative and probably the death toll is
well above 5000.

Ron’s research — which is currently being
analysed by Victoria University researchers
- recorded about 1200 kills and more than 20
different species, including kookaburras, long
neck turtles, falcons and echidnas.

He said extrapolated out across all the major
arterial roads on Phillip Island it was “not an
unreasonable estimate”.

Ron said drivers regularly had accidents
avoiding collisions with wildlife, their cars
written off.

“It’s only a matter of time before someone is
seriously injured, or even worse, Killed, in an
animal avoidance accident here on Roadkill Is-
land (Phillip Island),” Ron said.

Anyone who runs over or sees an injured ani-
mal should stop, make sure the animal is dead
and move it off the road, or call for help:

e For all wildlife on Phillip Island call Phillip
Island Nature Parks 7.30am-4pm seven days a
week: 0409 558 482. If they don’t answer leave

This turtle was run over on Harbison Road
in November. The pregnant female was alive
for more than an hour before passers-by
called wildlife rescue.

a message, send a text and call back.

e Wildlife Victoria 03 8400 7300, phones
staffed 24/7 365 days a year.

e Large animals (wallabies, kangaroos and
wombats) that need to be euthanised call police
(they can’t attend if there is a human emergen-
cy and the person must wait with the injured
animal) Cowes: 03 5952 2037, San Remo: 03
5678 5500, or Wonthaggi 03 5671 4100

e Cowes vet 03 5952 2936, Newhaven vet: 03
5956 7262, or the Wonthaggi vet: 03 5672 1044.

o Wildlife rescuer Colleen: 0409 428 162.
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Phillip Island Tyre Service

101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

BAANURIBYY

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

i
Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620 :

Call 0448 867 387 to make an appointment
Bayview Grande Arcade, 16 The Esplanade, Cowes.

Gifts Repairs

Custom Designs ﬁ Watch Batteries

Shop 2, 69 Chapel St, Cowes U : 5678 5788

FLEANEE

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833

B Bendigo Bank Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

For all your refinancing or home loan
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.
Gabriel Caffieri - Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffieri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421338 914

69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770

LKOO393AA

HIOM

FURNITURE OUTLET COWES
SALE NOW ON

MATTRESSES

ALL SIZES AVAILABLE AT GREAT PRICES
Queen/double/ single/ king single/king size
PLUS Beds / tallboys /bedside chests. Etc. etc.
DELIVERY AND TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE

BEATS PRICES IN MELBOURNE
Furniture Outlet. P/L.153 Thompson Ave. Cowes.
0402 042 576.

FOOD S Dgt] )
Open 7 days from 7am
24 Phillip Island Rd,

3920 i

m 3925espresso.com.au

Burgers & Beers

Open 4pm-7.30pm
Closed tuesdays

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai 5956 6552

FRESH TAKE AWAY
LOCAL

SEAFOOD
SALES

ORDERS
5678 5206

FISH & CHIPS

OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

OPEN 7 DAYS from 10am
1805 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes
Ph: 03 5952 2283

amazenthings.com.au

FUN | MAGIC | ADVENTURE

Ja
wildl; st

cruises

Phillip Island

Tenpin Bowling
& Entertai t
THE JETTY A

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes

phillip island
59592 3977

Re-opening soon | Private functions welcome
thejettyphillipisland.com | thejettyphillipisland@gmail.com

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au | 03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

THE

waterboy

—CAFE—
58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765 [£1(0)

HEAL ESTATE

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
OPEN 7 DAYS

www.phillipislandfn.com.au 5952 3922

Selling more properties
on Phillip Island than
any other agency

59522799

Interior Design & Decoration
Homewares & Gift
Shop 6, 34 Thompson Ave, Cowes
Visit us : 5/26 The Concourse, Cowes
Phone us: 03 5951 9829
website: brinniethome.com.au
@brinnietdesign @brinniethome

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS

5956 9238 14 Beach Road, Rhyll

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669
thecentrecowes

@hotmail.com

MORNING MELODIES
1st Friday of every month
At The Centre Court,
223 Settlement Rd. Cowes

Bookings 9704 7304 / 0428 712 783

SPECIAL
OFEFER

FREE FOR FOUR WEEKS*

*PRICES STARTING FROM $10 AT WEEK FIVE
ads@pisra.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

Support the businesses at the ) of our community
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AIR CONDITIONING BLINDS & CARPET

A: 1565 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
T: 5952 1488

furnishin

AIR CONDITIONING

CLAIM UP TO ASH BAcK!*
gy o

NT REBATE

CARAVAN REPAIRS

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES

UTHORISED GOVERNME

Your split system
& ducted experts!

Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi

0400 001 465

*Government rebate T&C'’s apply

AIR CONDITIONING

PDAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

CARAVAN REPAIRS

Glen Marshall
0405415133

o ALL MAKES AND MODELS
e CUT AND POLISHING
* SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

@y

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU51426

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller

PIC. 43216
1109866 REC26099

RUBBISH REMOVAL

RUBBISH REMOVALS

No Job Too Small - We Load for YOU!

WE CAN ALSO REMOVE YOUR
UNWANTED CARS FOR FREE

Call Shane
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616

vveZotoqr

BLINDS/AWNINGS CAR REMOVAL

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

FREE CAR REMOVAL

WE PAY YOU*
BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED

BASS COAST RECYCLERS
5672 2946 0417 556 593

Hwings ||||’

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Mobile Showroom

LK00027AA

CARPET CLEANING

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING

EARTHMOVING

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Rubbish removal

0418 418 615

Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Qaqg- Skip Hire :
+ Earth works g

ELECTRICIAN

JACKSON ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING

« Reliable & fully insured
« Split system installers
« All types of electrical services
« Air conditioning sales and service
« TV Antenna & data
« Free quotes
« Hot water systems

« Ovens and cooktops

CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667

CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834

= Carpet = Rugs = Deck = Floor Tiles
= STEAM CLEANING
« Truck mount machine

Glen: 0405 415 133

Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

CONCRETER

MARRK ATLEY
CONCRETING estos

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

LK0O0029AA

JO00682AA

CONCRETER
CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

ELECTRICIAN

Need an Electricia

Exposed Aggregate

Slabs & Foundations

Driveways & Paths

Commercial Concreting
Excavation

Landscaping

Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CALL FOR A FREE QUQOTE!
Adam 0423 647 805 Nancy 0402 930 876

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS

» Exposed aggregate paving
 Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
* House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103 ¢
Mob: 0418 560 202

We offer a full range
of electrical services
for your home

JO00419AA

<

ELECTRICIANS

Guaranteed on-time,
competitive pricing and
quality workmanship

JOEL SHARPE - 0412 950 720
www.jselectricians.com.au

g
<
=]
3
3
5

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE

>>> Service & Repairs <<<

« Short & Long term
hire available with
mechanic onsite
for service & repairs

20 The Concourse « Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

GAS SUPPLIERS

JFA WRIGHTON [
N4 GAS SUPPLIES {4

Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

LKOO021AA

CONCRETER

WEW WAaye
CONCRETING

Luke Hinrichs - Specialising in
Driveways, Patios, Pool Surrounds
Pattern, Plain and Exposed Aggregates

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS

0402 454 742

@

LKO0034AA

LKOO040AA

Bruce Wright

Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

*Conditions apply
ADVERTISING CLEANING CONCRETER GUTTER CLEANING
www.eighthelement.com.au TIIVI NIEVWIVIANI § A
’ GUTTER-VAC
+ Linensenvice Clean. Safe...Easy
: \Clomtme‘fc‘a'deamng CONCRETING Vacuum gutter cleaning,
e Exposed aggregate ¢ House slabs )
Sharon Elliott e Driveways e Footpaths ® Sheds & garages gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
e All concreting needs ceilin iti | i
0421 665227 g cavities cleaning.
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
£| | RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922 E:tnewman@uwaterfront.net.au 042 7 3 9 3 29 I
email:info@eighthelement.com.au é 0419 312 805 swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

CARPET CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

* Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry

EST1981

e Commercial - domestic — upholstery
* Rental bond specialists ¢ Fast, efficient service

0415106 443 5956 6888

islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com
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DECKS & VERANDAHS

HANDYMAN

THE ODD JOB BLOKE

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

ISLAND
DECKS

= FOR ALL HOUSEHOLD
NEEDS

u MAINTENANCE, REPAIR,
INSTALL

u REASONABLE RATES

YV65000X1

Call Tony....

0414 616 300

John Johnston 0414 714 179




LAUNDRY SERVICES PLUMBING RESTUMPING TIMBER & TANKS

CHUNKS KEANE & SON 0g
1| PLUMBING | _ s, WEKNOW
All types of plumbin House Restumping & Levelling - TIMBER, HARDWARE,
24 HOUR SERVICE ver 2o A "W\ o, RURAL SUPPLIES
o e - Gas « Hot water unts Paul Keane “pe®  &BUILDING MATERIALS
wzlishing ﬁ)gour pet bﬁds or blankets. ° Sev;\elrs' Srorrp \t’;;atzr' t')IOCkages 042 7 080 309 Ph 03 5678 85 5 2
We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors. ocal, reliable business
To contact us or book i: your lauzdiy needs, Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546 : keanesrestumping@outlook. com £ www.gar:Eteenseltimbers.com.au
call 0417 150 566 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au § PO Box 696, Wonthaggh Vic, 3995 % Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville
LAWN MOWING PLUMBING ROOFING TREE SERVICES
Dave Costollopy | | o e Day @gy SOUTHERN
For all your lawnmowing, . IMETALNROOEING)
|andscaplng & Plumb‘ng MOI’I’IS Metal Roofing Specialists SILVERBACK

* Domestic & Commercial  Repairs
* New Installation & Renewals * Maintenance
* Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
e Aluminium Gutter Guard * Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

rubbish removal Service Brothers

Lic 43482

SERVICES

Specialising in tree
Pruning & Removal

Call for a free quote

0411175 957

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435 |

LK0O0020AA

LKOO140AA

LAWN MOWING POOLS ROOF REPAINTER
< Competetive rates Firewood
Call 131 546 | | |
/ FREE QUOTES g Total tree remova Storm cleanup
v Fully insured iy Mulch sales Lot clearing
v Police checked D SPARKLING CLEAR Hedgi H d limb
v/ OH&S compliant - edging azardous limbs
v All work guaranteed Pool Service Metal & Tﬂe Pruning

Roof Restoration

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
Www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call now for a free quote

julianbird8@gmail.com 0491 032 999

LK5164

yvéstToar
JOO01252AA

MARINE MECHANIC SOLAR TREE SERVICES
‘ Z :
g g ‘“4
*okk QI ’
TOPWATER MARINE SL Tree Care
0402 761 692 NO JOB TOO SMALL
« Inboard / outhoard motor servicing and repairs * Qualified e Storm Damage
« Accessory Installations and electrical work SO LAR - BATTERI ES - O FF G RID e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing
« Trailer servicing and modifications »» e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
« Anchor winches  « Boat detailing « Insurance work ) e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES .
www.topwatermarine.com.au | topwatermarine@yahoo.com b g
64 Dixon street, Inverloch 1 300 534 1 1 0 REC 19456 Call Shaun 0423 910 554 g
PAINTER PLUMBING STEEL TREE SERVICES
0418 323 101 SOUTHERN ARBORISTS
g 8 Art & Science.
24/7 PHILLIP ISLAND, Professional Tree Services
EMERGENCY S S Soash Nicholas Harrison — Arborist
SERVICE WEST GIPPSLAND Steel fabrication ¢ Stainless/Aluminium fabrication Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)
Steel sales cut to order ¢ Sheetmetal fabrication soararsc@gmail.com
Free Quote, servicing Bass Coast, Guillotine and folding  Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

Truck mounted CRANE HIRE e Genie lift and generator hire

Mornington and South East Suburbs,
over 30 years experience, residential Call for a quote WE DELIVER
and commerecial painting services. PLUMBING & GAS 14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432
Contact Brett Moss. 0 Lic. No 26775 Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -

Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

LK00024AA

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

PLASTERING PLUMBING STORAGE ADVERTISING

RIEMABINEARIEYNBER? Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging

u—" Fast Response at an honest price Security Monitorin
« NO CALL OUT FEE land Y 9

cure On Site Manager

WONTHAGGIplaster « Leaking taps & toilets
A & Construction Supplies « Hot water systems replaced orage 24hr/7 day access
T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786 - s e Phone 0400 214 446
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI Tappy the Plumber ., q iing 4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
wonthaggiplaster.com.au 0427 776 808 - General plumbing < Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
CEMINTEL WM e email: tappy@waterfront.net.au i Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au £
GYPROCK E ©)] Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed ue o tiszsoc g Web: www.islandstorage.com.au g
PLUMBING PRESSURE CLEANING TILING/LANDSCAPING
Phillip
Island
Pressure
- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps § C I ean | n g

- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

Peter Evans
Brendan Duncan (0418 342 649 | | Ph. 0414 534 644

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au Email: pipcservices.pwe@gmail.com

JD01448AA
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CLASSIFIEDS sSseek, buy and sell

PUBLIC NOTICES

FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICES

CARAVAN FOR SALE
JAYCO DESTINY POP TOP
$15,500 - PHONE Jim
0458711684

4-WHEEL

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Large rear bag, front
mesh basket, battery
charger, instructions,
original owner.
$700.00

Tel 0422 009 283

GARAGE SALES

COWES, 2 Chapel St.,

(Entrance in Dunsmore
Rd.)

Saturday December 3rd
from 8am to 4pm

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser
is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe
the Standards may
have been breached,
you may approach the
newspaper itself
or contact the
Council by email
info@presscouncil.org.au

or by phone
(02) 8261 1930.
For further
information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

MSC7943

JDo1778AA

The all Schools and

Traders Raffle drawn
Friday November 25.

Organised by the San Remo/Newhaven Lions Club
FIRST PRIZE: Ticket No. 6780, Daniel Petersen
SECOND PRIZE: Ticket No.5599, Mol Family
THIRD PRIZE: Ticket No. 1706, Willie Pepper

All household contents

for sale!

PUBLIC NOTICES

THANK YOU TO THE
PEOPLE OF COWES
AND OUR LOVELY
NEIGHBOURS

We just wanted to of-
fer our thanks to all the
people that helped us
after my accident at a lo-
cal store and my subse-
quent hospital stay.

1ind
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

You are very appreci-
ated!

Linda and Tony Andrews

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm;

AA Cowes Big Book
meeting at St Philip’s
Church (opp. Coles) -
Tuesday 7pm, 0417 317

470; Salvation Army VisC7939
building, McKenzie St - -
Wonthaggi,  Saturday | Initiative of Phillip Island
1lam, 5672 3627. Phone Masonic Lodge
head office 9429 1833.

vyosLtoqr

0 vodafone

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE VODAFONE MOBILE
PHONE BASE STATION AT COWES INCLUDING 5G

3150 Cowes: 148 Thompson Ave, Cowes VIC 3922
(RFNSA 3922004)
The proposed facility consists of the addition of new equipment and
associated works, including 5G, as follows:
* Removal of existing Vodafone antennas and equipment
* Installation of three (3) panel antennas, 2.7m long, on the
existing headframe
* Installation of three (3) panel antennas, 0.8m long, on the
existing headframe
* Installation of ancillary equipment including fifteen (15) remote
radio units, antenna mounts, cabling and works within the
equipment shelter
. Vodafone regards the proposed installations as Low-impact
Facilities under the 7elecommunications (Low-impact Facilities)
Determination 2018 ("The Determination”), based on the
description above.

. In accordance with Section 7 of £564:2020 Mobile Phone
Base Station Deployment Code, we invite you to provide
feedback about the proposal. Should you require further
information or wish to comment, please contact Vanessa Wan
at Axicom, 02 9495 9000, community@axicom.com.au or
Level 1, 110 Pacific Highway, St Leonards NSW 2065 by
Thursday, 15 December 2022. Further information may
also be obtained from www.rfnsa.com.au/3922004.

N

PHILLIP ISLAND
FOOTBALL & NETBALL
CLUBS AGM

7/12/22 at 6pm
At Football Club Rooms
For info email info@pifnc.com.au

JDo1721AA

DID YOU KNOW
YOU CAN EMAIL
YOUR CLASSIFIEDS?

‘ ads@pisra.com.au ’

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its
journalism in accordance with
the guidelines of the Australian
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity

1. Ensure that factual material
in news reports and elsewhere
is accurate and not misleading,
and is distinguishable from
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or
other adequate remedial
action if published material
is significantly inaccurate or
misleading.

Fairness and balance

3. Ensure that factual material
is presented with reasonable
fairness and balance, and that
writers’ expressions of opinion
are not based on significantly
inaccurate factual material or
omission of key facts.

a fair opportunity is given for
subsequent  publication  of
a reply if that is reasonably
necessary to address a possible
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person’s
reasonable expectations  of
privacy, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing
materially to substantial
offence, distress or prejudice,
or a substantial risk to health
or safety, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency

7. Avoid publishing material
which has been gathered by
deceptive or unfair means,
unless doing so is sufficiently in
the public interest.

8. Ensure that conflicts of
interests are avoided or
adequately disclosed, and that

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

vyotLtoor

ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

MATHEMATICS TEACHERS
ENGLISH TEACHERS

Full Time Positions
— 38 hours (5 days) per week

Bass Coast College is seeking suitably
qualified and / or experienced people to join
its team in 2023 for the above positions.

For further information please contact
Darren Parker, College Principal
-5611 4000

YV60L1001

ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

2023 TRAINEESHIP

CERTIFICATE 11l SPORT & RECREATION

Commencing January 27, 2023

Forward letter of application to
Bass Coast College via email at:

bass.coast.co.wonthaggi@education.vic.gov.au
or PO Box 119, Wonthaggi 3995

Applications close: December 5, 2022

For further information please contact
Aaron Coyle — 5611 4000

JDo1707AA
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Aged Care

Exceptional Care Built on Solid Foundations

Registered Nursing (RN)
Staff and Endorsed Enrolled
Nursing (EEN) staff required

Positions for permanent part time and
casual shifts at Banfields Aged Care

Banfields Aged Care is part of a family-
owned Australian Aged Care Group Pty Ltd
(AACG), which prides itself on imagination
and innovation in caring for the aged.

We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue,
Cowes, a short stroll into town for the local
beach and shops.

Set amongst beautiful landscaped grounds.
Banfields Aged care is a 90 bed residential
care facility which provides an extensive
range of services.

We are seeking motivated and dedicated
Registered Nurses and Endorsed Enrolled
Nurses to be part of our team.

Your responsibilities will be to provide
nursing care guided by the Director of Care
including medication management, clinical
practice and supervision, documentation,
wound management, and palliative care;

The successful candidate will have:

* Registered Nurse qualifications and
current AHPRA registration (RN only)

« Current registration with AHPRA as
an Enrolled Nurse with medication
endorsement (EEN only)

* Previous experience in residential aged
care essential

* Ability to lead, motivate & educate staff.

+ Strong communication skills.

* Current Police Check.

» Team player qualities.

* Current influenza vaccination.

» Both COVID-19 vaccinations.

* Current Victorian Drivers Licence.

**We are a non-smoking facility.**

If you believe you have the qualities and
skills we are looking for, please call
Reception or forward your resume to

reception@banfields.com.au

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

CLEANERS REQUIRED
HOLIDAY HOUSE CLEANERS.

We are looking for cleaners to clean holiday homes.
Attention to detail is a must, you will need your own
car and cleaning equipment.

Flexible hours, casual work, suit partner teams.
Call now to discuss - 03 5952 3922

FOLLOW US

FOR MORE NEWS

PHILLIP ISLAND &§ SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

<
<
4. Ensure that where material they do not influence published g 6@00
refers adversely to a person, material. %
WINDOW CLEANING WINDOW CLEANING WINDOW CLEANING ADVERTISING

yyezrToar

RPM WINDOW
CLEANING

CALLROD 0448 270 250

LEADLIGHT, SALES, COMMISIONS & REPAIRS

WINDOW

JO00933AA

CLEANING

0409 946 839

Glassed Out Window Cleaning

Fully insured

We promise sparkling Discounts
windows every time! bply for
Pensioners

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIEDS sSeek, buy and sell

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

Bass Coast Health

Current vacancies

Registered Nurses - Nurse Bank
Casual - Closes 31/12/2022

Reception and Admin Support
Permanent Part Time - Closes 24/12/2022

Spiritual Care Coordinator
Permanent Part Time - Closes 11/12/2022

Social Worker
Permanent Full Time - Closes 02/12/2022

Pharmacist
Permanent Part Time - Closes 09/12/2022

Medical Workforce Officer
Permanent Part Time, Full Time - Closes
02/12/2022

Medical Workforce Manager
Permanent Full Time - Closes 02/12/2022

Associate Nurse Unit Manager - Emergency
Permanent Part Time/ all hours considered

Midwifery Team
Full Time/ Part Time, Casual -
1/12/2022

Coding Educator / Auditor
Permanent Part Time - Closes 31/12/2022

Closes

Registered Nurse - Urgent Care Centre
Permanent Full Time, Part Time - Closes
31/12/2022

Registered Nurse - District Nursing and
Palliative Care
Casual - Closes 31/12/2022

Pharmacotherapy Regional
Outreach Worker
Fixed Term Part Time - Closes 16/12/2022

Midwifery Graduate
Fixed Term Part Time - Closes 16/12/2022

Physiotherapist
Fixed Term Full Time - Closes 02/12/2022

Dental Therapist
Permanent Full Time, Part Time - Closes
02/12/2022

Perioperative Services Manager
Permanent Full Time - Closes 03/02/2023

Nurse Unit Manager Perioperative Service
Permanent Full Time - Closes 04/02/2023

Surgical Liaison Nurse
Fixed Term Part Time - Closes 03/02/2023

To find out more about working at
Bass Coast Health and to apply, visit
the Careers page on our website or

contact our HR team on
hr@basscoasthealth.org.au or 56713151

HBCH

Bass Coast Health

2B
&

p 56713151
e hr@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au
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Newhaven College is an independent

co-educational school on Phillip Island

offering quality education for students
from Prep to Year 12

We are seeking applications to join our
collaborative team in the role of

in an ongoing full time position

For details on requirements, duties and
responsibilities, visit our College website
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/about/work-
at-newhaven

yvisLtoqr

=] 1
Applications close 5.00pm, Monday 5 December

2022 and to be submitted to
katrina.lawrence@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Newhaven College is a child safe environment. Every child has
a right to be safe, and at the College we have a zero tolerance
for child safety risks (including child abuse and reportable
conduct). As such, preferred applicants will be subject to
child protection screening, background and reference checks,
verification of identity checks and must adhere to the
College’s child safe practices, as outlined in the Child
Protection Program policies available on the College website.

Newhaven College is an independent

co-educational school on Phillip Island

offering quality education for students
from Prep to Year 12

We are seeking applications to join our
collaborative team in the role of

This newly created role shall guide the
pedagogical development of the Strings in Junior
School (Year 3-4), Middle School (Year 5),
Instrumental Tuition Program and Co-Curricular
Music program at Newhaven College.

Permanent - part time position

For details on requirements, duties and

responsibilities, visit our College website

www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/about/work-at-¢
newhaven

Lto@r

vy

Applications close 12 noon, Monday 12
December 2022 and to be submitted to
Recruitment@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Newhaven College is a child safe environment. Every child has
a right to be safe, and at the College we have a zero tolerance
for child safety risks (including child abuse and reportable
conduct). As such, preferred applicants will be subject to
child protection screening, background and reference checks,
verification of identity checks and must adhere to the
College’s child safe practices, as outlined in the Child
Protection Program policies available on the College website.

Read the Advertiser on your computer, phone
or device, go to www.pisra.com.au Q@O Q

KEEP CONNECTED

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER
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Aged Care

Exceptional Care Built on Solid Foundations

There is a wonderful opportunity
for volunteers to become a part of
Banfields Aged Care

Banfields Aged Care is part of the Australian Aged Care Group which prides itself on imagination
and innovation in caring for the aged, with a mission to excel in providing quality care services and
accommodation. We are located at 192 Thompson Avenue, Cowes and the 90-bed facility is set
amongst beautiful landscaped grounds.

Banfields Aged Care is inviting volunteers to become a part of the ‘Lifestyle Teams Innovated Pro-
gram’ which is planned to enhance the residents’ lifestyle.

Some of the ways you may wish to assist and support the program are by being involved in the:
bus outings that occur one to two times a week (this varies week to week so flexibility is required);
supporting residents with garden walks; wheelchair walks; bingo; hoy; happy hour; men’s group
activities; craft; art therapy; quizzes; BBQs; group discussion; etc.

This is a great opportunity to become involved with your local community and for further informa-
tion, please do not hesitate to contact Reception on (03) 5951 2500.

It is a requirement that all volunteers have a current adult aged/disabled care police check and evi-
dence of current influenza vaccination and 3 Covid-19 vaccinations.

Male volunteers are encouraged to apply!

JD01706AA

Health chair

farewelled

The outgoing chair of Bass
Coast Health, Don Paproth, is
passing the baton to Deputy
Chair Ian Thompson after
seven years at the helm of
Bass Coast Health.

Mr Paproth said one of his
proudest achievements is the
Cancer Centre that opened at
Wonthaggi Hospital in April
2021.

The centre was funded with
support from the Federal gov-
ernment, plus a huge dona-
tion from the Rigby Family.

Stage one of the Wonthaggi
Hospital Expansion (WHE) -
due to open in December - fol-
lows as a close second on Mr
Paproth’s list of achievements.

“I look at the magnificent
new facilities at Wonthaggi
Hospital and I'm so thrilled
that this is happening.

“Apart from the obviously
impressive building itself,
the new operating theatres
and sterilising area, the new
Emergency Department and
the wonderful inpatient facil-
ity are brilliantly designed.”

Mr Paproth is stepping
down from the Board due to
personal family reasons.

He stated his pride in BCH’s
local focus in the services
it offers and the economic
boost it gives. With more
than 1200 employees, BCH
is the largest single employer
in the local region and is con-
tinuing to grow.

“In addition, both the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition
have pledged over $250 mil-
lion to build stages two and
three of the WHE,” he said.

“We have also received ex-
traordinary support from the
Department of Health as we
have grown as a sub-regional
health service and we earnt
that support by delivering
what we were asked to de-
liver: growing our workforce
and growing the number of
services.”

Mr Paproth said he had full
trust and belief in incoming
chair Ian Thompson.

Outgoing Bass Coast Health Board Chair Don Paproth (left)
wishes incoming chair Ian Thompson well in a new theatre
in the Wonthaggi Hospital Expansion.

Mr Thompson has pledged
to continue the work of the
Board developed by Mr Pa-
proth, including the con-
struction of the Phillip Island
Community Hospital, the
second and third stages of the
WHE, and a continued focus
on quality and safety.

“I am honoured and enthu-
siastic to be appointed Board
Chair. We have a talented and
experienced Board and I will
be ably assisted by Deputy
Chair Nicky Chung.

Mr Thompson joined the
BCH Board in July 2016 fol-
lowing more than 30 years’
experience in financial mar-
kets in Australia and the
United Kingdom.

His community service also
extends to being a member of
the board of the Snowdome
Foundation - a charity that

funds blood cancer research
- an independent member of
the State Sport Centre Trust’s
Audit and Risk Committee,
and a member of the Uniting
Church’s (Victorian and Tas-
manian Synod) Risk Man-
agement Committee.

Mr Thompson is also a
board member of the Austra-
lian College of Critical Care
Nurses, and the Finance and
Risk Committee of the Aus-
tralian College of Optometry.

Mr Thompson and his
family have a house in Cape
Woolamai. He said joining
BCH’s board was a great way
to contribute to, and be a part
of, the thriving Bass Coast
community.

Mr Paproth’s board position
is being filled via a process to
fill vacancies on health ser-
vice boards across Victoria.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Not this little black duck

I don’t write strange tales or tales
of the unusual, but this amazed me...

My wife and I accompanied our
grandson to the Cowes Health Hub
on the morning of November 22. He
had a suspected arm fracture.

While my wife and grandson
were with the Doctor, I noticed a
tall, unkempt man enter the Hub.
There was much discussion with
the young lady at the entrance, but
he eventually entered with a mask
near his face. And a black duck ac-
companied him. While waiting for
him, the duck defecated at the en-
trance. Hub admin staff rushed to
clean it up. The man took no interest
in this event, and walked through
the entrance to his consultation, fol-
lowed by the duck.

About 10 minutes later the man
went towards the exit, the duck
following. It defecated twice more.
Again, the man took no interest in
this and walked on oblivious. Hub
staff quickly cleaned up the mess.

The man exited the Hub, but the
duck, following behind, did not reg-
ister with the automatic door and
was stuck inside. Hub staff activat-
ed the door and the duck left. The
man did not assist.

This is a true depiction of events.
AsKk the staff.

This happened at the Hub. People
need to register to enter and wear a
mask. Ducks? Defecate on the floor
if you want.

Amazing!

Chris Rowles, San Remo

Hairbrained bus trial

I have concerns about the Bass
Coast councillors that gave support
to the hairbrained trial bus proposal
for Phillip Island. To believe in such
nonsense those councillors should
be voted out at the next election.
With such insight to solve the pres-
ent traffic and parking programs
that exist during busy periods, rate-
payers can no longer rely on them

for even the basic services that the
council should provide. During my
short period on the community ref-
erence group committee, we were
able to have some input into the
improvement of traffic movements
along the Phillip Island Road with
the construction of two new round-
abouts. Further proposals are to
have some sections of the road du-
plicated, a further roundabout at
Newhaven, major traffic enhance-
ments at San Remo, park and ride
locations for major events and im-
provements in bicycle paths. To date
nothing has transpired with any of
these proposals other than talk.
One obvious traffic solution that
keeps doing the rounds is the pro-
posed vehicular ferry service. Such
a service would ultimately attract
much of the major event and tourist
trade, notwithstanding the minimal
cars it would carry, but with fare
paying passengers. It would also ca-
ter for the many bicycle groups that
the present service has much diffi-
culty with. With improved train and
bus services at Stony Point, such an
all-weather transport service would
be welcomed by even the extreme
knockers, that come out at the mere
mention of the word ferry. The local
bus company may also purchase a
few electric buses to be utilised in a
more practical way, for transporting
tourists and major events visitors. A
ferry service capable of transport-
ing 500 people/hour would go a long
way in reducing traffic congestion
during both major events and hot
summer days. At nearly 80 I live in
the hope that both council and gov-
ernment can get off their bums to
make the ferry service happen be-
fore I expire.
Norm Hall, Cowes

Keep Lovers Walk lovely

Iwalk the Lovers Walk path near-
ly every day and if it ever has any
holes they get filled in by chunks of
metal chips instead of the fine yel-
low sand when it first was made.

I've got photos of a lovely path
in London near where one of our
daughters lives. Could our Lovers
Walk path look as lovely please?

L J Boyle, Cowes

Thank you PISRA

I have been impressed with the
information garnered from read-
ing the Phillip Island and San
Remo Advertiser. If it were not for
the Advertiser, I would not have
known about many past and cur-
rent council projects or that the
shire’s draft 2023-2026 Communi-
cations and Engagement Strategy
is extended for community consul-
tation until January 6. Interesting
that feedback from the initial round
of consultation found that rate-
payers said they were concerned
“community engagement should be
respected and actually utilised to
shape council actions” and should
be “clear when engaging what in-
fluence community can have on a
project” and they should allow “ad-
equate time for the community to
consider information to give feed-
back”. The strategy seeks to build
and maintain transparent and open
communications about council’s
activities and provides opportunity
for everyone to provide input into
council decisions”. I, like a number
of ratepayers, submitted questions
at Council’s October meeting, only
to not have the questions read out
or receive an official answer from
Council. Honesty, transparency,
accountability should be crucial re-
quirements for council and council-
lors.

The recent dummy spit from Cr
Whelan toward Cr Larke where
a council spokesperson said the
emails weren’t blocked, but rather
triaged confirms that council is
not very healthy and in dire need
of a change of direction. A mayor
that won’t answer questions and
is trying to abandon council ques-
tion time? Maybe a transplant of an
administrator would help. Or as an-

other letter writer mirrored my very
thoughts “De Amalgamation”. What
a great thought, it has happened in
a number of other areas. Philip Is-
land did stand in its own right un-
til bureaucrats decided otherwise
and now milk from the cash cow is
spread around the shire to the detri-
ment of Philip Island and San Remo.
Council to me is not being conduct-
ed in a democratic way but more a
dictatorship. Council is not passing
the pub test but it did pass the pub
in Cowes, ignoring ratepayer plan-
ning concerns and fought ratepay-
ers, with ratepayer money. Did the
pub pay council compensation for
the parking spaces that council
gave away?
Phil Davy, Surf Beach

Where are
car parking plans?

Nature now sends us ever more
messages about our mistakes. If ex-
treme fires, including Arctic Circle,
with floods nearly half the size of
Pakistan, are too subtle, just listen
to COP27 news. On Phillip Island,
latest of previously ignored mes-
sages, is about car parking.

In recent planning in Cowes, how
ironic that two hotels propose base-
ment/underground parking while
Cowes Cultural Community Centre
and hospital get away with no on-
site provision at all. Don’t you won-
der how supermarkets felt about
instructions for hotel guests to use
overflow parking?

In successive plans, “Melbourne
2017 to 2050 Plan”, or Regional
Growth Plans, or recent prolifera-
tion of plans at engage@basscoast.
vic.gov.au, mention is made, just
in passing, about ever-increasing
problems from dependency on cars.
Specifically, again, just in passing,
it’s recommended planners look
for “opportunities for underground
parking” and/or “park and ride”.
Both opportunities are ignored,
despite being broadcast by commu-

nity groups, for yonks.

Now hosting MotoGP on Phillip
Island, can we continue to disre-
gard parking problems? This year,
with extreme weather, no camping
at the track and then advice not to
drive because all the car parks were
water logged, more traffic than ever
was diverted to Cowes.

What can be done? Do we need
huge increase in areas of concrete
and asphalt, in Cowes or at the
track, so car parking, at least, is ex-
treme weather resilient? Or make a
start with park-and-ride, diagonally
opposite RSL, with electric shuttle
buses back and forth to town?
Where are the car parking plans?

Bernie McComb, Cowes

U5

SPECIAL

DELIVERY

Good golly
Miss Molly

Molly Mae McLean-Randall was
born at Wonthaggi Hospital on No-
vember 14, 2022, weighing 3.4kg.
Molly is a daughter for Tamara
Randall of Coronet Bay and a
sister for Lucy.

Business Network's new committee

The new Phillip Island Business Network committee hosted a morning tea for its new committee members at The Nobbies on November 24. The new committee includes local busi-
ness operators, as well as representatives from Destination Phillip Island, Bass Coast Shire Council and Phillip Island Nature Parks.

The new Phillip Island Business Network committee. Back: Jess Janson — PIBN Marketing Officer, Lauren Van Strijp, Kimberley Brown, Judi Pay, Jess Patman and Megan Darby.
Front: Kim Storey, Jo Dixon, Peta Wittig, Simonne Liberman, Dianne Holbery, Kally Van Venrooy. More photos at pisra.com.au.
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Evie is covered in colour at the Fun Run, which raised over $39,000 for the school.

Hope spread her wings, taking on the colourful Fun Run with Ms Chiron.

Cowes Primary gets a splash of colour

Last week, students at Cowes Pri-
mary School enjoyed a fun filled
and colourful afternoon.

The Big Show Fun Run, coordi-
nated by the School Council Fund-
raising Committee, was the school’s
major fundraiser of 2022 and will
certainly be deemed a highlight of
the school year by many.

The event included a t-shirt design
competition where students submit-

ted entries that were then short-
listed by the Junior School Council
judging panel. The design produced
by Reuben in Year 5 was chosen and
printed on t-shirts as part of the fun-
draiser.

Katrina Knight, School Council
member and Big Show Fun Run
organiser, said she was once again
blown away with results which
raised over $39,600.

It has been an amazing fundrais-
ing feat by many students, with
some of them making over $2000.
Ziggy was again the top earner in
2022 but was pushed to the very end
by Evie.

Rodney McKenzie, school Princi-
pal, acknowledged the amazing ef-
fort of organisers Carly McShane,
Lorey Sheers, and Katrina Knight
who put in a power of work to en-

Mr Malone getting splashed with colour by parent volunteers who operated the powder
and water stations to ensure everyone was showered in colour.

sure the days success.

“It is wonderful to have such com-
mitted parents who go above and
beyond for the benefit of the school
and the students.

“The event was such a wonder-
ful afternoon and everywhere you
looked there were beaming smiles
from ear to ear which was so pleas-
ing to see,” said Rodney.

There was also a great show of

support on the day from parent vol-
unteers who operated the powder
and water stations to ensure every-
one was showered in colour.

As an added incentive to raise
funds, Sliming the Teacher was
again a highlight of the event, with
the highest money earners getting
the chance to slime the Principal,
Assistant Principal and classroom
teachers.

Destiney and Aiden getting colourful at the Cowes Primary School Big Show Fun Run.
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Round one of the Victorian Junior Surfing Titles will be held on Phillip Island on February 4 and 5 next year. In
previous years, the series has seen surfers like Sage Goldsbury compete. Photo: @bunpix.

Island to host first
round of junior champs

Surfing Victoria is excited to an-
nounce the Woolworths Victorian
Junior Surfing Titles dates and lo-
cations for the 2023 series, starting
on Phillip Island.

The three-event series crowns
Victorian Junior Champions in Un-
der 14, Under 16 and Under 18 divi-
sions.

The first step in the pathway to
the Australian Junior Surfing Titles

and ultimately the ISA World Junior
Surfing Championships, the series
has seen surfers such as Nikki van
Dijk, Sage Goldsbury and Xavier
Huxtable compete as well as cur-
rent Under 16 ISA World Junior
Champion Willis Droomer.

Kicking off at Phillip Island on
February 4 and 5, the series will
then head to Bells Beach on Febru-
ary 18 and 19 before finishing on the

Mornington Peninsula on March 25
and 26.

“Giving our up and coming surf-
ers the chance to surf in the best
waves across the state is a key part
of their development and I am look-
ing forward to seeing the next crop
of surfers take their surfing to the
next level.”

Entries are now open online via
www.surfingvic.com/events

On Sunday November 20, Phil-
lip Island Swimming Club held its
official 40th anniversary celebra-
tion.

Past and present members came
together for a lovely afternoon
filled with great food, lots of chats
and laughs, drinks and a success-
ful raffle.

After his first official speech as
club president, Kris Harris wel-
comed Nadine Newman to share
the history of the club and coaches
announced the 2023 club captains.

Kris also welcomed life members
of the club, Don Turner and Jodie
Thompson to cut the birthday cake
where every member under 16 was
lined up ready for a taste test.

On behalf of the club, the com-
mittee would like to thank Phil-
lip Island Swim School, Isola Di
Capri, Woolworths, Island Surf-
boards, Blue Gum Garden Centre,
Island Equipment Hire, YMCA
Wonthaggi and San Remo Butch-
ers for all of their fantastic dona-
tions towards our raffle.

We would also like to say a big
thank you to San Remo Hotel for
donating their upstairs function
room for the afternoon.

Congratulations to our 2023

Swim club members enjoying the celebration —Jen Sokac,
Taya Murdoch, Rachel Costello, Isabel Mahon, Louisa Poll,
Maddi Maund and Seth Mcbean. Congratulations to 2023 club
captains Isabel Mahon and Louisa Poll and vice captains Seth
Mcbean and Maddi Maund who will be leading the swim team.

Swim Club celebrate 40th anniversary

Nadine Newman shared the history of the club with life members Don

Turner and Jodie Thompson.

club captains Isabel Mahon and
Louisa Poll and vice captains Seth
McBean and Maddi Maund who
will be leading our team proudly

Don Turner and Jodie Thompson cutting
the cake at the PISC 40th anniversary
celebration.

when our carnival season Kkicks
off on Sunday December 4, at Le-
ongatha.
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Winners of Midweek bowls played at Koo Wee Rup Luke Monckton (3)
and Peter Thorley (L).

Fun and games at Koo
Wee Rup Bowls club.

Another lovely day for Midweek
bowls last week, when 26 of our
bowlers turned up to Koo Wee Rup
to fight for superiority for the day.

Lots of laughter, lots of friendly
banter, and lots of top rate bowling
were the highlights of the day.

The green ran true on all the rinks
which certainly helped the quality
of the bowling.

David from Koo Wee Rup was
well and truly appreciated for all
the assistance he gave to our mem-
bers, including his duties as barman
as well as cleaning up the green and
kitchen after the match.

Winners on a score of 36 were
Mark Andreatta (S), Luke Monck-
ton (3) and Peter Thorley (L).

Runners up also on a score of 36
were Terry Floyd (S), Laurie bell (3)
and Cheryl Floyd (L).

Best One Game winners on 22
were Tony Heppleston (S), Fran
DUnienville (3) and Peter Taylor (L).

We look forward to heading to Lang
Lang on Thursday to once again meet
up with our friends, have a laugh, as
well as having a game of bowls.

Please be on site by 10am to help
Peter and keep the game flowing
smoothly.

Social bowls

It was another beautiful day on
the island for social bowls with
bowlers enjoying the mild condi-
tions with no wind or rain.

Runners up were Skip Tony Stew-

ard, 3rd Lyn Rogerson and Lead
Eric Wild.

Congratulations to the win-
ners, Skip Sandra Read, 3rd Barry
Grazules and Lead Marlene Puncher.

Tenpin bowling

2s Company final scores: 1st on
31.5pts Jail, 2nd on 30.5pts Alley
Cats and 3rd on 27pts King Pins.

Seasons high scores: Raff Merante
204 and Tricia Niessink 178.

ABL (Almost Bowling Legends) final
scores: 1st on 203pts Just Bowl Al-
ready, 2nd on 187pts Storm and 3rd
on 182.5pts Pinpals.

Seasons high scores: Scott Lynch
233 and Mary Dardha 207.

Business Early - final: 1st Bettsys,
2nd Old Timers, 3rd Balls Deep and
4th Happy Hour.

Business Late - final: 1st S&R
Clarke Auto, 2nd Show Us Ya Splits,
3rd City Lights and 4th 3 Stooges.

The top 4 teams from each early
and late league battled it out Thurs-
day night in a knockout round, the
last team left standing was crowned
this season’s champions!

Congratulations to S&R Clarke
Auto (Steve Clarke, Matthew Clarke
and Josh Clarke) for taking the win!

2s Company winners Gail: Jennie-
Ann Sciore and Gal Marsh.

Season high scores for business: Be-
long too, Toby Durdin 214 and Tricia
Niessink 175.

Phantom final: Presentation for the
results will be held on Thursday De-
cember 1, at 2pm.

ABL winners from left Just bowl already: Scott Lynch, Chloe Else, Justin

Porthouse and Al Kokcam.



New for 2022 was the Porsche Michelin Sprint Challenge. Photo: Alia Schonberg.

The event included the CoolDrive Auto Parks Formula Ford and Formula Ford 1600. Photo: Alia Schonberg.

The Magic returns

The 32nd Island Magic returned to
Phillip Island on the weekend, with
the best in state and national motor-
sport categories battling it out.

IARC President Nick Scarcella not-
ed the importance of Island Magic to

the club, the Phillip Island area and
Australian Motorsport as a whole.
“This is our grand final, and in the
club’s 70th year to assemble high cali-
bre categories, with large grids, is a
testament to the event and the stature

it holds in the motorsport landscape.

“Phillip Island holds a special place
in every driver and motorsport offi-
cial’s heart and to see the town back
up and firing after a few hard years
is great.”

The Ramada Resort Phillip Island 50k Plate for Sports Sedans is a favourite for both drivers and fans alike.

Photo: Alia Schonberg.

TIDE
GUIDE

Men’s Club Champion Lucas Piera with Men’s captain Phil Ellard.

Phillip Island golf results

Tuesday November 22, Men’s
9-hole Stableford

The winner was Ron Hately (34)
with 21 points from Tom Jacobson
(35) with 18 points on countback —
BDL to 16 countback.

Wednesday November 23 - La-
dies 9 Hole stableford

A Grade winner was Rhonda Boyd
(21) with 19 points countback. B
Grade was Alice Schofield (26) with
20 points on countback and C Grade
winner was Barb Haydon (34) with 19
points.

NTP: 5th Debra Orr and 7th Cheryl
White.

BDL to 17 points countback.

Thursday November 17, Open
9-hole Stableford

A Grade winner was Mark Dykes
(10) with 17 points on countback to
Ian Smith (9). B Grade winner was
Ian Hulbert (18) with 21 points on
countback from Daryl Vernon (13). C
Grade winner was Reg Browne (35)
with 19 points on countback from
John Monk (21).

BDL to 17 points on countback.

NTP: 5th Daryl Vernon and 7th Ron
Wadey.

Saturday, November 26, Men’s
Stroke Club Championships round 4

Men'’s results: A grade Winner was
Reece Jamieson (11) with 66 nett

from Mark Collison (10) with 71 nett.
B Grade winner was Andrew Hewett
(15) with 71 nett from Craig O’Neill
(13) with 73 nett. C Grade winner
was Robert Niven (19) with 69 nett on
countback from Phil Foster (24).

NTP: 5th Rob Brown, 7th Mark Be-
aton 10th, Andrew Hewett and 17th
Max Brown.

BDL to nett 74 countback.

9-hole winner was Patrick Owen
(22) with 22 points from Paul Dick-
son (16) 20 points — BDL to 18 points
countback.

Ladies results: Ladies competition
winner was Cheryl White (21) with
38 points from Lorraine Hammon (2)
with 36 points).

NTP 5th Karen Green and 17th
Cheryl White.

BDL to 33 points countback.

Sunday, November 9, hole Stable-
ford winner was Paul Kelly (17) with
19 points.

Men’s Club Championships con-
cluded on Saturday, November 26
and the Men’s Club champion for
2022 is Lucas Piera, nett winner was
Peter Cartwright.

B Grade Champion is Travis John-
son, nett winner Jim Richardson. C
Grade Champion is Chris Lawrence
and nett winner was Max Brown. D
Grade Champion is Phil Foster, and
the nett winner was Mark Hill.

Congratulations to the winners
and all the members that partici-
pated.

Phillip Island bridge

On November 21, the second week
of the club teams was postponed due
some team members having Covid.

The match will be rescheduled
later.

Six tables were present and played
a standard duplicate game.

Deb Anglim and Greg Nicholson
came first on 62.59 per cent.

Next were Lorrie Read and Neville
Chapman on 60.37 per cent. Third
place went to Moya Crowley and Paul

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31 | HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN RED
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Waylen on 54.81 per cent.

On November 23, Sohan Pal and
Robert Maclellan won the day on
61.11 per cent.

Not far behind on 60.65 per cent
were Karen Klym and Paul Waylen.

Moya Crowley and Diane Coleman
finished third on 57.41 per cent.

It was good to see new players
Hikaru Dunn and Leeanne Eames
having a good day and achieving
53.24 per cent. Well done.
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MARINE

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au
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Heath's five wicket haul
guides A2 to victory

A1 Cricket

Chasing Inverloch’s 200, our undermanned
A Grade were in for a fight to get the 12 points.

Jarrod Black and Steve Mclntyre got us
started against the new ball and looked com-
fortable from the outset.

Getting through to the first drinks break
unscathed with the scoreboard ticking, the
Sharks were looking on track.

Jazzy, battling a crippling virus fell with
the score on 46 and in form skipper Mock fell
shortly after for a well-compiled 0.

Shiran and Macca rebuilt the innings be-
fore Silk fell for a good-looking 20.

A few quick middle order wickets, includ-
ing the gritty Macca for a 130 ball 36, saw us
reeling at 6/101.

Some counter-attack batting from Marcus
Baxter gave us a glimmer of hope, but unfor-
tunately with his wicket, the game was over,
and we fell 60 short.

Congrats to Tim Niven for finally getting
his first A Grade game in after five failed at-
tempts.

We will look to bounce back this week
against a strong Town outfit.

RSL man of the Match: Shiran Rathnayake.

A2 Cricket

Having set Nyora 169 to win on a wet first
day, the teams were greeted with the best con-
ditions for the season, the Cowes oval in bril-
liant condition with a fast outfield making our
job even harder.

Fill in skipper Clint Wilson decided to open
with himself, and youngster George McCaus-
land and the pair bowled a beautiful line and
length, giving the Nyora openers nothing loose.

Somehow, George had both openers given
not out from very confident appeals, but Clint
broke through the next over to have Nyora
1/11 off 9.

The pair continued to keep the pressure up,
George finishing his eight over spell with a
luckless 0/17.

Dave Womersley came on to replace George
and kept up the theme and Geoff Odgers re-
placed Clint after his magnificent spell of 1/5
off 9 overs as we got to drinks with the score
1/36 off 20 overs.

After a short spell, Kurt Lane replaced Dave
and he broke through in his first over, dis-
missing the Nyora skipper LBW for 32.

Clint replaced Kurt bowling up the hill for
the first time in living memory, and he contin-
ued his miserly spell of bowling, Odgy doing
the same, frustratingly creating some edges
that just kept falling short or going into gaps.

With the tea break nearing, Clint struck to
have Hackett LBW for 33.

Heath Womersley replaced Odgy, and Har-
ry Arceo was brought on for his first over in A
Grade cricket, and on the stroke of tea, Heath
grabbed the other Hackett for 22 to a sharp
catch by Tony Hornsby in gully.

Tea was called with the score 4/97 off 40
overs.

Clint was confident we could push for vic-
tory if we kept up the pressure and could grab
an early wicket after tea, and Heath respond-
ed immediately, grabbing another wicket in
the first ball of his next over, and again three
balls later to have Nyora in trouble at 6/103.

With Clint back on from the bottom end,
it didn’t get any better with Heath grabbing
another wicket in his next over, this time to a
great catch by dad Dave.

When he again struck three balls later clean
bowling another batsman, he had grabbed an
unbelievable bag of five wickets and the op-
position were in all sorts at 8/103.

George was brought back into the attack,
and he picked up a well-deserved wicket to a
great reflex catch from Odgy at short cover,
and in the next over Clint finished them off,
Nyora dismissed for 116 in the 51st over.

A great team effort with the ball, Clint fin-
ishing with the outstanding figures of 3/17 off
19.2 overs and Heath a fantastic 5/18 off 7, but
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Satchin Sirirathnage took his first wickets for Phillip Island on Saturday with a fantastic
bowling performance, 2 for 8 off 7 overs. He also made 20 valuable runs which helped C1

defeat Koonwarra

the RSL Man of the Match was Dave Wom-
ersley, his unbeaten 81 last week giving us a
target to bowl at.

B2 Cricket

With the best weather of the season so far, a
young Phillip Island team took on Leongatha
Town on a picturesque Newhaven ground.

Leongatha won the toss and decided to bat
with Phillips Island youngster Jobe Williams
striking early in his first senior game for the
club leaving town at 1-30.

It was all downhill from here as Town’s
opening batter Davies took his chances after
being dropped multiple times to pile on 101 off
97 balls. Town went on to set a massive 253 off
their 40 overs.

Daniel Caffieri bowled very well with no re-
ward, as well as Chris Fall, and Tarryn Allan

continued his wicket taking form picking up
a few wickets.

Phillip Island then went into bat knowing
that chasing 253 was going to be a big task
and losing two early wickets didn’t help the
cause.

With the score at 2-2 Max Arceo came to the
crease with opener Connor Epifano and the
two launched a nice counterattack putting on
an 85-run partnership, including Arceo’s first
ever six, before he fell for well-fought 23.

From there it was a similar collapse to pre-
vious weeks losing the remaining wickets in
quick succession before Epifano fell on 96 on
the last ball of the innings.

The Sharks were all out for 143 and the
young team learnt the importance of holding
our catches.

RSL Man of the Match: Connor Epifano.
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AND STAFF

3 GLAMIS ROAD,VENTNOR

* Breathtaking location, directly above one of
the Island’s most spectacular surf breaks with
uninterrupted views of Berry’s Beach and
surrounding headlands

* Tennis court & ornamental lake situated on
(approx.) 2.5 acres

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

85 RIDGWAY ROAD, KILCUNDA

* First time offered in 60 years, set on |8 acres
(approx.) with creek frontage

* Well maintained 2-bedroom brick home with
open plan living and established gardens

* Sweeping views of the Kilcunda Coast

AUCTION SATURDAY 14TH JANUARY

2023 @ 12PM ON SITE

10 GLAMIS ROAD,VENTNOR

* Secluded 3.7 acres (approx.) with sweeping
views of Bass Straight

* Well fenced for horses or small number of
livestock

* Double garage, shedding & workshop for 8 cars

* 5 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms/3 spacious living zones

$2,600,000 TO $2,800,000

WE HAVE
CASH
BUYERS
READYTO
PURCHASE

NOW!

CALL US
TODAY FORA
FREE MARKET

APPRAISAL.

HOLIDAY
RENTALS
REQUIRED

I 13aThompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

JD01000AV
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