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MAJOR PROJECTS

The Victorian government is yet 
to fi nalise a timeline to rehabili-
tate the Phillip Island bridge, af-
ter $50.4 million was allocated 
earlier in the year in the state 
budget to the project.

Last week a local resident who 
has worked in the concrete in-
dustry for decades inspected the 
San Remo side of the bridge and 
was concerned to see the steel in-
terior of pylons was rusted.

“The reinforcing steel swells 
when sea water gets in and it 
rusts, which has popped off a 
section of concrete on one py-
lon,” said the resident, who 
asked not to be named.

“You can easily see three or 
four pylons with cracks and a 
couple where the concrete has 
fallen off.

“It’s getting pretty bad. It 
shouldn’t be cracking like that.”

He said the rusting steel, 
combined with the vibration of 
trucks and years of wear and 

tear, was causing cracking.
The bridge is 56 years old and 

if properly maintained “bridges 
are much older than that”.

He said there were several 
solutions to maintain the bridge, 
such as water proofi ng concrete 
and suggested maintenance 
works had been left too long.

“You can see evidence of 
maintenance work that has been 
done, like drilling holes and in-
jecting in material, but it hasn’t 
stopped the cracking.”

The resident said while he be-
lieved the work was urgent, the 
bridge was safe and suggested 
a load limit for trucks should be 
introduced

A Department of Transport 
(DTP) spokesperson told the Ad-
vertiser last week based on “our 
investigations to date, the bridge 
continues to be safe to use while 
the project delivers repairs”.

“We are fi nalising delivery 
timeframes for the San Remo 
Bridge rehabilitation which 
will be undertaken by Big Build 

Roads,” the spokesperson said.
“To further inform our re-

habilitation methodology, Big 
Build Roads will continue on-
site utility investigations along 
with marine and ecology assess-
ments in late 2025, with major 
works to follow.”

Rehabilitation
In May the government an-
nounced a $50.4 million reha-
bilitation project would ensure 
the bridge “remained safe for 
generations”.

The project is part of the 
2025/26 budget, and would in-
clude replacement of beams, 
pier legs, piles and handrails.

In recent years, the Phillip Is-
land bridge has been subject to 
consistent and progressively more 
thorough inspections by DTP.

This included DTP inspections 
over six days in 2021, and install-
ing sensors to monitor the bridge’s 
structural condition and perfor-
mance in February this year.

DTP also engaged a consul-

tant for a three-month level-3 
investigation, which “collected 
and analysed optical imagery, 
lidar, acoustic and thermal data 
which provided digital insights 
and accurate defect quantifi ca-
tion” of the bridge.

DTP again did not respond 
to the Advertiser’s request for 
the results of the reports and in-
spections undertaken over the 
past four years.

In 2024, some residents spec-
ulated the bridge was well past 
its original use by date and was 
showing signs of deterioration, 
stating several cracks in each 
pylon are visible at low tide, and 
there have been reports of ‘spall-
ing’ – where fragments of con-
crete break off a larger body – of 
which concrete cancer is a cause.

WATER

The desalination plant at 
Wonthaggi may be expand-
ed, under a proposal to en-
sure water supply for the 
future.

The Victorian Govern-
ment last week released its 
Water Security Plan, fl ag-
ging options to increase the 
capacity of the south-central 
water grid, which this region 
has been dependent on since 
drought conditions began.

Options include expand-
ing the desalination plant 
from its current capacity of 
150 billion litres (GL) to pro-
duce a further 50 GL of wa-
ter a year.

The plan moots a second 
desalination plant built in 
Victoria’s west and proposes 
water effi ciency, purifi ed re-
cycled water and stormwa-
ter.

“By the end of 2025 the 
desalination plant will have 
delivered half a trillion litres 
of drinking water, or 28 per 
cent of Melbourne’s total 
water storage capacity,” the 
plan states.

A review of current per-
manent water savings rules 
– which regulate the use of 
hoses and watering gardens 
– will also be undertaken to 
help preserve drinking wa-
ter supplies.

Continued page 3

Bridge works still not fi nalised

A dry climate, 
a growing 
population, 
desal may be 
expanded

The State Government in May announced $50.4 million in the budget to rehabilitate the Phillip Island bridge. However the government is still yet to finalise the 
project’s timeframes, despite years of concern about whether the bridge is past its use by date. A Department of Transport (DTP) spokesperson told the Advertiser 
last week based on “our investigations to date, the bridge continues to be safe to use while the project delivers repairs”, with onsite investigations continuing, and 
“major works to follow”.
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ADon’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

I am here to help.

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire
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COUNCIL

Rules around expenses 
claimed by Bass Coast Shire 
councillors have been tight-
ened, under new governance 
rules endorsed at the Septem-
ber council meeting, which 
saw heated debate.

During the last term of 
council, red flags were raised 
on professional development 
costs, after some councillors 
claimed more than $10,000 in 
courses and were then not re-
elected.

One councillor at the time 
asked whether the com-
munity received “value for 
money”, paying hefty sums 
for professional develop-
ment even when a council-
lor doesn’t “get re-elected, or 
doesn’t stand for re-election”.

At the September meeting, 
the resources policy, as well 
as the gifts, benefits and hos-
pitality policy, were endorsed 
by councillors.

Under the revised policies, 
any discretionary profession-
al development costing more 
than $5000, including the Aus-
tralian Institute of Company 
Directors (AICD) course, must 
be approved by resolution of 
council, with no councillor 
eligible for the AICD course in 
the final year of the term.

Where a cost extends be-
yond the councillor’s term of 
office, council will only pay the 
fees and associated costs relat-
ing to the portion completed 
during the councillor’s term.

Other rules include: 
• confidential council infor-

mation can only be saved 

onto council-provided 
devices and not on personal 
devices;

• Councillor Support will 
manage all councillor invi-
tations received and should 
be the first point of contact;

• all councillor communica-
tion will be through Council-
lor Support, a relevant man-
ager, or other staff member 
approved by the CEO;

• overseas travel cannot be 
booked without a resolution 
of council;

• the gift register will be 
made publicly available on 
council’s website; and

• attempts to bribe and gifts 
from anonymous donors 
and offers of cash gifts 
have been included.

Cr Mat Morgan said the 
new rules were vital given 
“trust in government is on 

the decline globally”.
“These changes are about 

strengthening transparency, 
accountability, and trust be-
tween this council and our 
community,” Cr Morgan said, 
adding “decisions made in 
this chamber must always be 
free from undue influence”.

“They also bring greater 
democratic accountability 
to significant decisions, like 
overseas travel or profession-
al development.”

Heated
Cr Meg Edwards said she 
understood the intent of the 
policies and “I fully endorse 
transparency” but she had 
concerns especially on the 
policy requiring councillor 
support to manage all coun-
cillor invitations received and 
all councillor communication 

through councillor support.
“This doesn’t define what 

kind of invitation,” Cr Ed-
wards said.

“We need to be very care-
ful of not usurping our re-
sponsibility to be clear 
democratically elected repre-
sentatives.

“We need to be free to meet 
with our constituents.

“I feel this point does in-
hibit that role that we play.”

Cr Edwards said she also 
had concerns she worked in 
the construction industry 
and met with developers.

“I think we again are not 
inhibiting our role as coun-
cillors.

“If there’s something that 
crosses over with council 
then obviously clearly we 
need to be straight up front.

“We should not inhibit 
someone’s ability to be a coun-
cillor and still be involved in 
business in the community.”

Cr Mat Morgan respond-
ed, saying “the interpretation 
that councillors can’t meet 
with constituents has never 
been part of our governance 
rules and remains not part of 
our governance rules”.

He clarified with a coun-
cil officer that councillor 
communications referred to 
councillor interactions with 
council staff and not mem-
bers of the public.

“Please, read the policies, 
read the points and listen to the 
clarifications before engaging 
in debate,” Cr Morgan said.

“This is not just a creative 
interpretation of governance, 
this is borderline conspiracy.”

POLICE

BRIEFS

Mobile phone found
San Remo police post-
ed a photo of a mobile 
phone that was found 
at the Children’s 
Beach in San Remo 
on September 24.

If it is yours, or 
you know the owner, 
please contact San 
Remo Police Station 
on 03 5678 5500 or 
email sanremo.uni@
police.vic.gov.au

Speeding targeted
Overnight on September 14, local police 
detected multiple drivers speeding on 
the Phillip Island Road at San Remo:

A 31-year-old male from Pakenham 
was fined $407 and three demerit points 
for driving 76km/h in a 60km/h zone.

A 19-year-old male from Cape Woola-
mai received a $407 fine and three de-
merit points for travelling 75km/h in a 
60km/h zone.

A 23-year-old male from Box Hill was 
fined $407 and three demerit points for 
driving 76km/h in a 60km/h zone.

A 31-year-old female from Cowes was 
fined $550 and three-month loss of li-
cence for travelling 85km/h in a 60km/h 
zone.

A 26-year-old male from Glenroy was 
fined $407 and three demerit points for 
driving 78km/h in a 60km/h zone.

A 32-year-old male from Montrose 
was fined $550 and three-month loss 
of licence for travelling 88km/h in a 
60km/h zone.

At the Bass Highway at Dalyston, a 
52-year-old female from Sunderland Bay 
was fined $661 with three-month loss of 
licence for driving 95km/h in a 60km/h 
zone.

Rules on councillor expenses tightened

Cr Mat Morgan gave a heated response to debate on governance at last 
week’s council meeting, saying “this is not just a creative interpretation 
of governance, this is borderline conspiracy”.
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A dry climate, a 
growing population, 
desal may be expanded

From page 1
The plan states seasonal con-

ditions “remain challenging” 
across many areas of the state 
and “Victoria is also experienc-
ing unreliable rainfall and wors-
ening climate conditions”, with 
rainfall becoming less reliable.

This past summer was the 
driest in Victoria since 2013-14, 
and the fourth warmest on re-
cord for all summers since 1910, 
with infl ows into dams decreas-
ing by 17 per cent.

Water demand has increased 
by about 25 per cent, while the 
population has grown by more 
than 23 per cent.

Demand for water is set to “in-
crease rapidly” over the next de-
cade as the population continues 
to grow and the climate gets drier.

By 2030 the south-central wa-
ter grid – which services 80 per 
cent of Victoria’s population in-

cluding Melbourne and regional 
water authorities like Western-
port Water – will need to provide 
an additional 95 billion litres of 
water, over and above what the 
existing desalination plant is 
able to deliver.

By the end of summer 2024-
25, the grid used 99 million li-
tres more water per day than the 
year before, enough to fi ll more 
than 39 Olympic-sized swim-
ming pools every day.

The plan states investiga-
tions into water security will be 
informed by an expert Water 
Security Taskforce and looks at 
options to be implemented in the 
next 10 years, and longer-term 
options of 20 years or more.

The Victorian Housing State-
ment has set a target for 800,000 
new homes over the next decade, 
but demand for water is already 
overtaking our current supply.

TOURISM

The Penguin Parade has record-
ed the strongest winter visita-
tion on record, with 26 sold out 
nights in July and August.

Meanwhile, a tourism round-
table held at Berninneit in Sep-
tember was told recruiting and 
retaining skilled staff remained 
the top tourism industry con-
cern, with operators highlight-
ing shortages in chefs and 
young workers, with continued 
barriers such as housing and 
transport.

The roundtable also heard 
residential building approvals in 
Bass Coast had fallen to the low-
est level in a decade, with 385 
approvals in 2024/25, with the 
next lowest in 2013/14 (357), but 
with an uptick this year.

The roundtable was held by 
Destination Phillip Island (DPI) 
and attended by 45 industry 
representatives, who discussed 
ways to attract more tourists to 
the region.

The forum heard the region 
has fi nally rebounded from the 
pandemic, with fi ve per cent 
growth last year compared to 
2019.

There has been one per cent 
growth in total visitation in 2024 
– compared to the previous year 
– to 2.8 million people, but total 
expenditure is down two per 
cent to $875m.

Data showed a rise in day 
trips but softening of overnight 
visitation, and ongoing work-
force shortages, particularly in 
hospitality roles.

Operators raised the need 
to convert more day trips into 
extended stays, improve trans-
port connections, and continue 
evolving Phillip Island’s image 
beyond its most iconic attrac-
tions.

Bass Coast Shire Council 
data showed 27 per cent of hous-
ing stock was short-stay accom-
modation, one of the highest lev-
els in Australia.

There is more than $650 
million in planned investment 
across Bass Coast, including 
the Isle of Wight ($130m), hot 
springs ($55m) and old boys 

home in Newhaven ($15m).
Silverwater Resort received a 

Victorian government grant in 
April to fund the construction of 
16 new apartments, providing 32 
rooms.

DPI said they continued to 
wait for the State Government’s 
decision on its proposed tour-
ism association merger for San 
Remo and Phillip Island, con-
tinuing to advocate to remain 
standalone.

A tourism merger with Morn-
ington Peninsula or Gippsland 
has been rejected by Bass Coast 
Shire councillors, who have in-
stead opted to stand alone as a 
solo tourist association.

The government proposal is 
for Bass Coast to opt for one of 
three options: merge with the 
Gippsland region; merge with 
Mornington Peninsula; or Phil-
lip Island/San Remo join with 
Mornington Peninsula and the 
balance of Bass Coast to remain 
in Gippsland.

Penguins, visitors
According to the Phillip Island 
Nature Parks (PINP) board 
September report, visitation for 
July and August has seen 26 sell 
out nights, with Nature Parks 
recording the strongest winter 
visitation on record.

There was a strong increase 

in visitation at the Koala Con-
servation Reserve and Churchill 
Island, which “indicates visitors 
to Phillip Island this winter have 
been staying longer (and) are tak-
ing in more than just penguins”.

DPI board member and PINP 
CEO, Catherine Basterfi eld, pre-
sented data at the roundtable 
showing softening overnight 
visitation, an increase in day 
trips, and a resurgence in inter-
national markets, particularly to 
the Penguin Parade.

There were 484,000 interna-
tional visitors to the Penguin Pa-
rade for 2024.

Last week data from Tourism 
Research Australia’s Domestic 
Tourism Statistics and Interna-
tional Visitor Survey showed to 
the year ending June 2025, the 
international expenditure to 
Phillip Island, Mornington Pen-
insula, and Geelong and Bel-
larine more than doubled com-
pared to the year ending June 
2024.

Victoria had 24.7 per cent 
market share of Australia’s total 
visitor spend to June this year, 
overtaking Queensland.

Victoria also led all states for 
visitors, nights and expenditure 
from the Indian market.

China remains Victoria’s top 
market for international visitor 
spend.

ENVIRONMENT

A month after Bass Coast Shire 
councillors refused the removal 
of two mature eucalypts in Vent-
nor, last week the permit was 
approved.

At the August meeting, coun-
cillors argued “we have to fi ght 
like hell” to protect trees and 
stop Phillip Island becoming 
“Pakenham by the Sea” after a 
planning permit at 24 Hastings 
Street, Ventnor, sought the re-
moval of a Sydney blue gum and 
a southern blue gum.

The permit received 22 objec-
tions, with objectors arguing the 
trees were in good health and 
were being removed by the own-
er due to the “inconvenience of 
leaf and bark litter” and their re-
moval would lead to habitat loss 
and privacy concerns.

Council offi cers recommend-
ed granting a permit, with two 
arborists’ reports stating the 
trees were in declining health, 
with risk of limb failure, and 

had low useful life expectancy, 
with remedial works “unlikely 
to prolong the life of the trees”.

The permit – originally re-
fused – was approved at the 
September meeting, with Cr Jan 
Thompson saying council was 
reassured the replanting of eight 
canopy trees and 52 indigenous 
understory shrubs and grasses 
would address habitat loss.

“There has now been strict 
provisions put in place by the 
owner of the property to provide 
to council a replacement plant-
ing plan,” Cr Thompson said, 
adding the owner had notifi ed 
council of a branch falling in the 
past week.

“This plan must be submit-
ted before the two trees are re-
moved.

“A timeframe of three months 
is given to the property owner 
to plant the trees and shrubs. 
This will be monitored by the 
planning authority and if not 
adhered to civil action will be 
taken.”

Council offi cers said the re-
planting requirements were 
“considerable” for a permit to 
remove two trees, but addressed 
the “previous removal of vegeta-
tion from the site”.

Cr Tim O’Brien – joined by 
councillors Ronnie Bauer and 
Mat Morgan – once again voted 
against the permit, saying the 
trees “had stood the test of time”.

“The proponent bought into 
an area where there is evident 
tree canopy,” Cr O’Brien said.

“His neighbours quite right-
ly expect their neighbourhood 
character to be preserved.

“Leaving a denuded block, 
I’m opposed to that.”

Cr Brett Tessari asked council 
offi cers about the ramifi cations 
if the three-month plan was not 
adhered to.

An offi cer said they would 
ask the owner for the replanting 
to occur and if there was further 
non-compliance council would 
either refer the matter to the 
Magistrates’ Court or VCAT.

ENVIRONMENT

Phillip Island’s Golden Cypress 
Avenue in Cowes is a fi nalist in 
this year’s National Trust Tree 
of the Year Award.

It is one of nine entries short-
listed for the award, which the 
National Trust said represented 
a diverse mix of locations across 
the state.

The annual competition at-
tracts thousands of public votes, 
and highlights the importance 
communities place on trees and 
the crucial role they play in sup-
porting biodiversity, enhancing 
liveable communities, and pre-
serving our natural heritage.

Pamela Rothfi eld from the 
Phillip Island and District His-
torical Society said she was de-
lighted the trees had been short-
listed.

“Winning this award would 
not only be an honour for our 
community but would also 
strengthen the protection of the 
Avenue for generations to come.

“To achieve this, we need 
strong community support for 
the public vote.”

She encouraged everyone to 
visit the National Trust website 
and vote for the Golden Cypress.

The National Trust said the 
avenue of Golden Cypress was 
“rare in uniformity and scale”

“These trees are more than 
botanical specimens – they are 
living heritage. The avenue 
stands as a powerful example of 
early 20th-century civic pride, 
community action, and land-
scape foresight.”

Other fi nalists include: a 
Golden Elm at the intersection 
of Punt Road and Alexandra 
Avenue; one of the state’s largest 
olive trees at the Plough Inn in 
Beechworth; and a rare African 
Sumac Tree in Camberwell.

Victorians can view the full 
list of fi nalists and cast their 
vote at nationaltrust.org.au/
treeoftheyear

Or go direct to www.survey-
monkey.com/r/9TTFVD5

Voting is open until midnight, 
Tuesday, October 23 and the 
winner will be announced on 
October 28.

Winter record for penguins, 
region fi nally rebounds

Ventnor tree removal now approved

Vote for our Golden Cypress

Phillip Island’s Golden Cypress Avenue 
in Cowes is a finalist in this year’s 
National Trust Tree of the Year Award, 
with voting open until October 23.

Destination Phillip Island held an industry roundtable at Berninneit this month, 
with 45 attendees discussing ways to attract more tourists.

Map of the south-central water grid, which this region has been dependent on 
since drought conditions began.
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Summer Comfort
Thursday, 9 October – 7pm
Online
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Farmer’s Markets, Food Swaps and Veggie Boxes
Sunday, 12 October – 10am
Wonthaggi Community Garden

Garden Gems

Water Resilience and Drought Proofing
Saturday, 18 October – 10am
Corinella and District Community Garden 

Circular Solutions

Save Energy, Save Money 
Wednesday,  15 October – 2pm
In person | Wonthaggi Library

Bass Coast
Living Lightly

Visit: thecap.com.au for more infomation
Scan To Learn More Or To Stay Up To Date

Visit thecap.com.au for the most up-to-date information.

| Free
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| Free
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Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi 
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi  

(P.O Box 35, Wonthaggi)
Cowes office (by appointment)

15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au 

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
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NEWS

Special charge scheme cost hike questioned
COUNCIL

A special charge scheme 
on The Esplanade between 
Sunderland Bay Road and 
Batman Street at Surf 
Beach will go ahead, af-
ter 53 per cent of residents 
supported it.

However, both a coun-
cillor and residents have 
questioned the hardship 
payments and rising costs.

Council said it had 
undertaken deliberative 
community engagement 
with property owners to 
identify any problems and 
to prepare a concept plan 
to resolve any issues.

In July and August last 
year, council officers con-
sulted with affected prop-
erty owners on a range of 
concept options and costs, 
so a preferred option was 
understood.

A total of 11 (65 per cent) 
submissions were received 
from the 17 affected prop-
erty owners and occupi-
ers, with two (12 per cent) 
objecting to the scheme 
and nine (53 per cent) sub-
missions of support, and 
six (35 per cent) did not 
provide any response.

Four people said their 
main reason for support 
was to reduce dust, while 
two were concerned about 
the increase in cost from 
the abandoned 2023 Sun-
derland Bay and Surf Beach 
special charge scheme.

Following the feedback, 
minor changes were made 

to the charge, including 
the provision of an up-
dated hardship repayment 
option and a correction to 
council’s contribution.

The total project cost is 
$1.6 million, with the max-
imum levy to be recovered 
from property owners 
$409,391 and council’s 
contribution $1.19 million.

Cr Jan Thompson said 
she was concerned about 
the interest rate applied 
for those who seek finan-
cial hardship.

“This is something we 
should address in the fu-
ture,” she said.

“When a homeowner 
can’t afford it – in particu-
lar those on pensions and 
benefits – they are forced 
to pay twice the amount 
of others. We may need to 
address this in the future.”

A property owner can 
apply to VCAT within 30 
days of receiving the levy 
notice from council.

The road was identified 
as the second-highest pri-
ority for an upgrade by the 
council and was scheduled 
for consideration in 2025.

A council spokesperson 
last week responded to Cr 
Thompson’s comments, 
explaining ratepayers 
deemed eligible under 
council’s financial hard-
ship policy would be “con-
sidered on a case-by-case 
basis for a plan to best suit 
their situation”.

“They will not be 
charged interest on 

overdue payments,” the 
spokesperson said.

“Any property owners 
experiencing financial 
hardship are encouraged 
to contact council’s rev-
enue services team.

“Officers are available 
for a confidential discus-
sion on payment options, 
considering their current 
situation.”

Price hike
At question time, resident 
Philip Davy said council 
costs to construct a nar-
row 5.4m wide residential 
street had doubled in cost 
from $2 million to $4 mil-
lion per km in less than 
two years.

“This is not cost of liv-
ing but appears contractor 
gouging. What is council 
doing to ensure contracts 
are value for money for 
ratepayers,” Philip said.

Council CEO Greg Box 
responded saying con-
struction costs had in-
creased across all sectors 
after the pandemic due to 
labour and material short-
ages, and “prices are now 
beginning to stabilise”.

“Council has several 
measures in place to en-
sure value for money for 
the community.”

He said capital expendi-
ture projects with a value 
of more than $300,000, 
including roads projects, 
went through a public ten-
der process, with minor 
projects subject to a com-

petitive quotation process.
“Council has also estab-

lished annual supply con-
tracts to secure construc-
tion rates for up to three 

years,” Mr Box said.
“Council works with 

industry bodies to review 
construction rates.”

At the September meet-

ing, councillors voted to 
access statewide road vol-
ume discounts and collab-
orative buying group op-
portunities.

HISTORY

A historical plaque lost 
since the destruction of 
the old Cowes cultural 
centre has suddenly been 
found after residents 
grilled Bass Coast Shire 
Council.

At the September 
council meeting, Cowes 
resident Sue Chadwick 
said for many years a 
plaque honouring the 
service of volunteer am-
bulance drivers was on 
the garden outside the 
former cultural centre.

“Councillors, will you 
find this plaque and re-
store it outside Bernin-
neit? As unpaid volun-
teers will always be the 
nucleus of any commu-
nity and rarely acknowl-
edged,” Sue said.

Council CEO Greg 
Box replied the plaque 
was installed on a foun-
tain at the front of the 
former Cowes Civic Cen-
tre and removed “some 
time before the building 
was demolished”.

“The present loca-
tion of this plaque is un-
known,” Mr Box said.

“Council recognises 
and values the substan-
tial contribution made 
by volunteers to our com-
munity.”

However, in a mysteri-
ous about-face, the coun-
cil issued a statement 
five days later saying the 
plaque had “now been 
located in a paddock on 
Phillip Island”.

“At the time of the 
council meeting, the 
plaque’s location was un-
known,” the statement 
said.

“Council will restore 
the plaque to display at 
Berninneit as soon as is 
practicable.

“Council sincerely 
thanks the community 
for their input to locating 
the missing plaque.”

Cr Ronnie Bauer shed 

some light saying he was 
contacted by a resident 
who found the plaque 
– which is mounted on 
a granite stone – in a 
paddock of the council-
owned land on Gap Road.

“The resident called 
me and I informed the 
mayor and it was quickly 
rectified,” Cr Bauer said.

“But I’m furious our 
island’s history is treated 
with such disrespect. The 
plaque deserves a much 
better place than among 
the weeds in a paddock.”

Cr Bauer said the old 
lights from the cultural 
centre were also dumped 
at the Gap Road property.

Mystery of the dumped plaque

Cr Ronnie Bauer has helped solve the mystery of the missing 
plaque, which honours the service of volunteer ambulance 
drivers and was previously located outside the former cultural 
centre.

Cr Jan Thompson said she was concerned about the interest rate applied for those who seek finan-
cial hardship on special charge schemes: “When a homeowner can’t afford it – in particular those on 
pensions and benefits – they are forced to pay twice the amount of others. We may need to address 
this in the future.”
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CRIME STATISTICS

The latest data released by the 
Crime Statistics Agency – show-
ing the 12 months to the end of 
June 2025 – sees a 15.7 per cent 
increase in the number of crimi-
nal incidents in Victoria.

Bass Coast’s incident rate in-
crease remains below the state’s, 
rising 10.4 per cent on the previ-
ous year.

Once again, Wonthaggi (798) 
was the area with the most 
criminal incidents (although it 
was down on the previous year), 
followed by Cowes (458) and In-
verloch (321), then North Wont-
haggi (182) and San Remo (115).

The top location for crime was 
a house, followed by street/foot-
path, retail, supermarkets and 
then driveways.

The highest principal offence 
group continues to be breaches of 
family violence orders, followed 
by criminal damage, theft, assault 
and stealing from a retail store.

Children aged between 10 – 17 
were the second highest offend-
er group (278), after 45+ year 
olds (341).

The number of victim reports 
in Bass Coast rose by 7.2 per 
cent, with more women filing re-
ports than men. The largest co-
hort were people aged over 55.

Family violence continued to 
be the area where Bass Coast’s 
figures were above the state av-
erage.

The number of incidents rose 
by eight per cent. The high-
est number of reports involved 
people in the 35-44 years age 
group, with women represented 
at almost three times the rate of 
men as those affected by family 
violence.

For the year ending June the 
family incident rate per 100,000 
population for Bass Coast was 
2102.6, compared with the Victo-
rian rate of 1499.6.

Police
Police said, when population 
growth is considered, the state 
crime rate rose by 13.8 per 
cent from the previous twelve 
months (8998.9 offences per 
100,000 people).

“As a society, we simply can-
not allow the level of crime we 
are seeing to become normalised 
and accepted,” said Deputy Com-
missioner Regional Operations 
Bob Hill.

The five fastest growing of-
fences are:
• Theft from motor vehicle (86,351 

offences, +24,409 or 39.4 per 
cent) remains the fastest grow-

ing and most common crime 
in Victoria. Number plates are 
the most common item stolen, 
accounting for almost 40 per 
cent of all theft from motor ve-
hicle offences (32,481 offences, 
+10,750 or 49.5 per cent).

• Motor vehicle theft (33,018 of-
fences, +9,786 or 42.1 per cent) is 
at its highest level since 2002.

• Family violence order breaches 
(64,713 +9,252 or 16.7 per cent) 
increased as Victoria experi-
enced a record 106,427 family 
violence incidents (+7,617 or 7.7 
per cent).

• Theft from a retail store (41,667 
offences, +9,004 or 27.6 per 
cent) continues to persistently 
increase.

• Theft (other) offences were the 
fifth fastest growing crime 
(58,593 offences, +7,931 or 15.7 
per cent), with petrol the most 
common item stolen in this 
category (5,891, +1,188 or 25.3 per 
cent).

Police said knife crime re-
mained a major concern, along 
with offending by children.

While children only account 
for 12.8 per cent of all offend-
ers processed, they are overrep-
resented in serious and violent 
crimes such as robberies (62.2 
per cent), aggravated burglaries 
(47.7 per cent), and car theft (26.4 
per cent), police stated.

Police also said a small cohort 
of repeat offenders remain re-
sponsible for a large proportion of 
total crime recorded in Victoria.

Organised crime is also a fac-
tor in a range of crime categories, 
including retail crime where po-
lice said there were retail theft 
syndicates stealing goods worth 
up to $10 million dollars.

“We are working on new ap-
proaches that will deter repeat 
offenders and help stop these 
crimes before they can occur,” 
Deputy Commissioner Hill said.

“This includes a focus on how 
we can get more police out on the 
streets. We will continue to work 
with government and our part-
ners on developing strategies and 
solutions for preventing and re-
sponding to crime in Victoria.

“And we will encourage the 
community to keep taking simple 
steps to help prevent crime, such 
as locking doors and considering 
anti-theft devices for vehicles.

“Victoria Police has set an 
ambitious target of reducing se-
rious and violent crime by five 
per cent each year. There is no 
doubt this will be a challenge, 
but it is a fight we are up for to 
ensure our community remains 
as safe as possible.”

Is the BURT (Bass Coast Unlocking Rural 
Tourism Strategy) suitable for Phillip Island? 

The discussions in the newspapers last 
week reinforces the view that it is not. 

The articles highlight the need for an ur-
gent, planned vision for Phillip Island.

Twelve months ago, Island Voice, Phillip 
Island Conservation Society and the Bass 
Coast Branch of the National Trust Victoria 
and local farmers came together to form a 
United Voice against the implementation of 
the BURT. 

At a subsequent meeting for council can-
didates the BURT was a hot topic.

Candidates Tim O’Brien and Ronnie Bauer 
strongly opposed the BURT and stated they 
would reject the BURT and were duly elected. 
Jeff Floyd also added his voice to reject.

Nearly twelve months to the day the 
BURT was in the Age newspaper last week 
with a comprehensive rejection of BURT by 
Tim O’Brien and Anne Davie. 

Earlier this year the Victorian Govern-
ment released the DAL (Distinctive Areas 
and Landscapes) policy. The United Voice 
group strongly supported the implementa-
tion of the DAL. 

The DAL conflicts with the BURT.
Many see the BURT permanently damag-

ing the island landscape and every parcel of 
land we slice off is gone forever. It is patently 
clear that the BURT is not a one-size-fits-all 
in the Bass Coast shire. It certainly doesn’t 
fit Phillip Island.

What the BURT has done is bring into fo-
cus the question of “What do we want Phil-
lip Island to look like in 2050?”

Will it be a vision realised or a vision that 
was forsaken. Bass Coast Shire Council 
needs to put forward their vision for our fu-
ture. The State Government must do same. 
The vision must surely recognise the envi-
ronment as being of local, state, national 
and international significance and in doing 
so a legacy for all, and legislate accordingly. 
Anything less would be unsatisfactory.

This is a moment in time where we can all 
make a difference.

Bass Coast Shire Council will meet in No-
vember to discuss the BURT. The resulting 
decisions will have an everlasting impact on 
the vision for Phillip Island. October gives 
the community an opportunity to make a 
statement now.

Bad planning and bad policy guarantee 
bad outcomes. This is not a NIMBY reac-
tion to the BURT but a reaction to an ill-con-
ceived BURT. Let the natural beauty of the 
island be, and treasure it for posterity.

Future generations will proudly reflect on 
our advocacy.

Peter Paul, President, Island Voice
You are most welcome to attend the Island Voice AGM 
on Tuesday October 28, 5pm at Phillip Island RSL.

ISLAND VOICE

Concerned  
about BURT?

Crime continues to climb

The number of criminal incidents in Bass Coast rose by 10.4 per 
cent, but the rise is below the state’s increase of 15.7 per cent.

Figures for family violence in Bass Coast were above the state 
average. The family incident rate per 100,000 population was 
2102.6, compared with the Victorian rate of 1499.6.

Children aged between 10 – 17 were the second highest offender 
group (278), after 45+ year olds (341). Across the state, police 
said offending by children remained a major concern.
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FUNDRAISER

On October 10, the annual Dani-
her’s Drive for FightMND, is 
coming to San Remo.

Close to 250 cars have regis-
tered for the drive, which aims 
to raise awareness and funds 
for the fight against motor neu-
rone disease (MND). It’s a major 
fundraiser for FightMND, the 
charity established by former 
AFL player and coach Neale 
Daniher.

The drive, which started in 
2015, travels to regional areas, 
this year stopping in Marysville, 
San Remo and Torquay.

Jan Daniher, Neale’s wife, 
has been on every drive, and is 
looking forward to visiting San 
Remo, an area she knows well.

“My parents had a holiday 
house in Cowes for about 30 
years,” she said.

“I love the island. It’s a beauti-
ful part of the world.”

There is also a strong connec-
tion with the San Remo Hotel, 
which holds a Big Freeze event 
each year. Jan said she is so 
grateful for the support.

“They’ve been amazing over 
the years. I’m looking forward 
to dropping in.”

Jan expects many of the par-
ticipants in the drive will visit 
the hotel on Friday afternoon, 
before heading to the auction 
and trivia night at Silverwater 
Resort.

Although tickets to the night 
have already sold out, Jan said 
there’ll be plenty of opportuni-
ties for locals to interact with the 
Daniher Drive, which is expect-
ed to arrive in San Remo around 

4pm on Friday.
The drive then heads out to 

the Phillip Island Go Karts on 
Saturday morning (October 11), 
before departing for the final 
destination in Torquay.

“You won’t miss us. There are 
decals on the cars, and there will 
be a lot of participants in Cowes 
and San Remo.

“If you see anyone wearing 
a Daniher’s Drive polo or cap, 
stop and say hello,” she said.

All participants will have do-
nation tins, as well as QR codes 
if people want to make an online 
donation.

The community can also sup-
port the cause by buying a ticket 

in the Daniher’s Drive Jayco 
raffle.

You could win a Jayco Discov-
ery Caravan (valued at $85,990). 
Tickets are $40 or three for $100 
and are available at raffletix.
com.au or via the FightMND 
website.

Entries close October 26 at 
11.59pm and the winner drawn 
on October 27 at 12pm.

Donations can also be made 
at all Chemist Warehouse stores 
throughout October.

Like a family
All teams registered for the 
drive have been fundraising all 
year, holding community events 

including trivia nights and sau-
sage sizzles.

As well as the incredible 
amount of money the event rais-
es for FightMND, Jan said the 
annual drive is a chance to con-
nect, with many participants 
personally affected by MND.

“We’re like a family. Anyone 
can join the drive, and we have 
10 new teams this year, but peo-
ple love getting back together.

“It’s a very close and tight 
group. It feels like belonging to 
something really important – 
trying to find a cure for this dis-
ease.”

Once again, Jan says her 
team – known as the Shady La-

dies – will include a group of 
friends who have been fundrais-
ing for MND for over 10 years.

Other family members, in-
cluding Neale’s brothers Terry, 
Chris and Anthony will be driv-
ing, as well as Jan and Neale’s 
daughters Lauren and Bec.

She said Neale won’t be tak-
ing part, but hopes to get to some 
of the stops along the way.

Neale’s car from the early 
events – Rollicking Rowdy – is 
now being driven by some of his 
friends.

“It’s about having fun, raising 
awareness,” Jan said.

“The days aren’t long; there’s 
not a lot of driving. But we try to 
get to as many communities as 
we can each day.

“We stop off at venues and 
towns along the routes. We love 
catching up with local commu-
nities, and always get such a 
warm welcome.”

This is the second time the 
drive has visited San Remo.

“We came down in year two, 
and are really happy to be com-
ing back,” Jan said.

“And I do want to say a big 
thank you to the San Remo Ho-
tel, who have raised a lot of mon-
ey for us over the years.”

And while there’s no official 
fundraising target, Jan said every 
Big Freeze and each drive is “one 
step closer to finding a cure and 
good treatment” for the disease.

“One day, if someone is diag-
nosed with MND, it will not be a 
death sentence. People will have 
hope.

“These events give us a really 
positive way to focus.”

fightmnd.org.au/

Daniher’s Fight MND drives into San Remo

Neale Daniher and his family. Wife Jan and daughters Bec and Lauren, are taking part in this year’s Daniher’s Drive, which 
is staying overnight at San Remo on October 10.
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The 2025 Community Giving Program is open to local groups, 
schools, and nonprofits seeking funding for small projects and 
events in Bass Coast.

We support initiatives that drive social change, promote 
conservation, and champion sustainability.

For further information and 
to apply, please scan the QR code or 
email community@penguins.org.au
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ROADS

Wimbledon Heights urgently needs a 
safe crossing to Phillip Island Road for 
families and school students, according 
to a petition.

The petition, currently on change.org, 
was also supported by Bass Coast Shire 
councillors at the September meeting, with 
Cr Tracey Bell moving a motion calling for 
a report no later than the November coun-
cil meeting on the crossing’s progress.

Cr Bell also called for the council to 
write to state MP Jordan Crugnale re-
questing her support and for faster grant 
applications for funding for the crossing.

The petition states a safe crossing near 
Bowman Road is urgently needed along 
with a speed limit reduction from 80km/h 
to 60km/h to “promote independence for 
young riders, and create a safer environ-
ment for all road users and wildlife”.

Cr Bell said about 64 pupils who com-
mute from Wimbledon Heights to Cowes 
Primary, Our Lady Star of the Sea, and 
Newhaven College every day “rely on 
their parents to drive them because the 
crossing is too risky”.

“For around 10 years, residents have 
been working to raise awareness about 
the dangers of the pedestrian crossing lo-
cated just after the turnoff to Gap Road, 
on the way into Cowes,” Cr Bell said.

“Despite their efforts towards both 
VicRoads and Bass Coast Shire Council, 
there has been little traction.”

She said the crossing was “extremely 
hazardous” because it was in an 80km zone 
with limited visibility, was poorly marked, 
and “many drivers are unaware it exists”.

“Unlike other intersections on the is-
land, the speed limit does not reduce to 
60km/h, making it particularly unsafe 
for children, elderly individuals, and peo-
ple with disabilities,” she said.

“Compounding the issue is the lack of 
school bus access for families in Wimble-
don Heights.

“The suburb is within the catchment 
area that is considered close enough to 
walk or cycle, so there is no provision for 
a school bus. However, the current road 
conditions make this route unsafe for 
children.”

Cr Bell said the Department of Trans-
port (DoT) contacted the council on Sep-
tember 10 with a promise to investigate 
crossing options at this site.

“The parents in Wimbledon Heights 
and I are hopeful for a collaborative ef-
fort to ensure the safety of our children.”

Other concerns
Council officers said the road was man-
aged by DoT who had confirmed they were 
investigating options including refuges, 
road markings, signing, and holding rails.

“Changes to the existing speed zones 
to support these treatments will also be 
examined,” officers said, adding funding 
options were being investigated.

The officers said it was difficult to de-

termine a timeline, with any potential 
council funding determined through fu-
ture budgets.

Cr Ronnie Bauer said previously he 
called for a shared path along Coghlan 
Road to Phillip Island Road for children 
from Silverleaves and the Shearwater 
Estate and last week he also called for a 
pedestrian crossing at A Maze’N Things 
so cyclists can cross Phillip Island Road.

“Otherwise, cyclists and pedestrians hit 
the end of the path at the blind bend at the 
Coghlan Road intersection and take their 
lives into their own hands,” Cr Bauer said.

Cr Tim O’Brien questioned why it was 
so difficult for DoT to escalate roads “to 
our level of concern”.

“We can’t wait for a child to be injured 
before it’s acted upon,” he said.

Petition
The petition, so far signed by 123 people, 
states children were eager to ride bikes to 
school but face “safety risks due to high 
vehicle speeds”.

“Bike clubs and visitors attending the 
Phillip Island Grand Prix are also af-
fected by the lack of a safe crossing,” the 
petition says.

Signatory Lee said considering the 
council’s transport strategy wanted more 
people walking and riding, the safe cross-
ing was “a must”.

“In addition to this a simple footpath 
down Ventnor Beach Road to connect to 
this crossing and Gap Road are needed,” 
Lee commented.

“My kids would ride to school if there 
was a safe crossing here. Bass Coast Shire 
and its councillors need to stop forgetting 
about the residents of Wimbledon Heights.”

Sarah said a safe road crossing was 
“essential if you want to encourage fami-
lies and children to walk and ride”.

Details: www.change.org/p/safe-road-
crossing-wimbledon-heights

GRANTS

Phillip Island Nature 
Parks is set to open round 
two of its Community Giv-
ing Program offering sup-
port for local not-for-prof-
it, volunteer, community 
and school groups across 
Bass Coast.

Applications for the 
second round of commu-
nity giving are open from 
October 1 until November 
30.

Each year, the Nature 
Parks commits funds and 
in-kind support as a way 
of ‘giving back’ to the Phil-
lip Island community.

Community Engage-
ment Officer Kimberley 
Dunstan said the Nature 
Parks values its connec-
tion to the Bass Coast com-
munity and is committed 
to giving back through 
sponsoring projects and 

events that align with the 
organisation’s strategic 
objectives and values.

“The community is 
a key stakeholder and 
partner in our conserva-
tion achievements, and 
through this program we 
aim to support incorpo-
rated community groups, 
management commit-
tees, volunteer groups and 
schools, to achieve mutu-
ally beneficial outcomes,” 
Ms Dunstan said.

“We invite applications 
for sponsorship for events 
and projects that support 
the Bass Coast commu-
nity, educate and raise 
awareness about nature, 
conservation and sustain-
ability, and respect Ab-
original and Torres Strait 
Islander histories and cul-
tures.”

The Nature Parks has 
been a long-term sup-

porter of local organisa-
tions, charities and events 
across Bass Coast.

In round one of the pro-
gram earlier this year, the 
Nature Parks provided 
sponsorship and dona-
tions across a range of 
conservation and commu-
nity initiatives and fund-
raising events including 
Arts Society Phillip Island 
Region Inc, Island Story 
Gatherers Inc, Phillip Is-
land Landcare, Corinella 
and District Community 
Centre, Shades of Pink 
– Phillip Island Football 
Netball Club, Wonthag-
gi Power Football Club, 
Gippsland Wrens Basket-
ball, Phillip Island Scout 
Group, and various local 
schools.

For more information, 
please email community@
penguins.org.au
/ Sponsored article /

Wimbledon Heights  
“urgently” needs safe crossing

Supporting the 
community that 
supports us

Applications for the second round of Phillip Island Nature Parks community giving program are open 
from October 1 until November 30, to support projects and events that align with the organisation’s 
strategic objectives and values.

An online petition states children are eager to 
ride bikes to school from Wimbledon Heights but 
face “safety risks due to high vehicle speeds”. 
Cr Tracey Bell is supporting the call for a safety 
upgrade.
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Nestled on a level acre of land, this re-
markable contemporary brick home in 
Ventnor is more than just a house; it’s 
your very own botanical paradise. From 
the moment you arrive, you’ll feel the 
peaceful embrace of a coastal lifestyle 
escape, where the hard work is done and 
all that’s left is for you to relax and enjoy.

Step inside and discover a home de-
signed with family and connection in 
mind. The generous floor plan flows ef-
fortlessly, offering two large living areas 
where laughter and conversation can fill 
the air. The open-plan kitchen and dining 
area serves as the heart of the home, per-
fect for everything from quick breakfasts 
to celebratory family gatherings.

This home comfortably accommo-
dates a large family, with four bedrooms 
including a private master suite complete 
with a walk-in robe and ensuite. What 
truly sets this property apart is its in-
genious design for visitors. A separate, 
self-contained zone offers a sanctuary 

for guests, featuring two double bed-
rooms, their own bathroom, a beautiful 
sunroom, and a private entrance. This 
thoughtful layout is ideal for hosting vis-
iting family, or it could easily be trans-
formed into a fantastic Airbnb, offering a 
unique opportunity to share this slice of 
paradise with others.

But the real magic happens outdoors. 
A magnificent north-facing veranda 
beckons, creating the ultimate indoor-
outdoor dining and barbecue space. It’s a 
place for long summer evenings, family 
gatherings, and lazy afternoons enjoying 
the sea air. The stunning garden is a true 
masterpiece – a park-like setting with 
over 20 established fruit and citrus trees, 
all protected in a special enclosure so you 
can enjoy your bounty without sharing 
with the local possums and birds. The 
established native garden provides a se-
rene backdrop, creating a sanctuary of 
natural beauty. The home has a two-car 
garage with secure entry plus additional 

sheds with power, providing the perfect 
space for hobbies, a workshop or extra 
storage. Other extras include a huge solar 
energy installation plus five connected 
water tanks providing more than 100,000 
litres of water to your home and garden. 
Town water is also connected.

Located just a short, easy walk down 
Graydens Road to some of Phillip Island’s 
most beautiful swimming beaches, this 

home offers both a private retreat and 
easy access to the best of coastal living. 
This isn’t just a home; it’s a legacy of 
peaceful, joyful living. All the hard work 
has been done, and it’s now waiting for 
you to write its next chapter.
Call Alex Scott & Staff on 03 5952 2633 to 
arrange your private inspection or enquire 
about our next open for inspection. You 
will not be disappointed.

Your coastal lifestyle starts here

The open-plan kitchen and dining area serves as 
the heart of the home, which can comfortably 
accommodate a large family.

The generous floor plan flows effortlessly, of-
fering two large living areas, and provides the 
perfect coastal lifestyle escape.

Nestled on a level acre of land, this remarkable contemporary home in Ventnor is your very own 
botanical paradise.
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NEED SOME FAMILY FUN THIS
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS?

Book online and race the 750m replica 
of the world-famous 

Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit

Open 7 days
Mon - Fri: 9.30am - 4.30pm

Sat - Sun: 9am - 4.30pm

phillipislandgokarts.com.au

JD
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ENTERTAINMENT

This summer, sail into the 
sunset with Wildlife Coast 
Cruises.

The Island Sunset cruis-
es start from November and 
run through until March.

Thanks to a State Gov-
ernment grant through 
Creative Victoria, every 
cruise will feature local 
musicians to entertain 
passengers.

“The Creative Victoria 
Music grant will allow 
Wildlife Coast Cruises to 
support local musicians 
for 40 gigs on board our 
Island Sunset cruises,” 
said Belinda Armour from 
Wildlife Coast Cruises.

“Our Island Sunset 
cruises run every Wednes-
day and Saturday nights 

for one hour and 45 min-
utes departing the San 
Remo jetty. 

“The cruises include 
live music by talented duo 
musicians (supported by 
Creative Victoria), a graz-
ing platter which includes 
fresh fruit, cheddar cheese 
and crackers.

“There’s a licensed bar 
onboard and sweeping 
scenery of the bay and its 
islands, with the chance to 
see marine life. Passengers 
also have the option to pre 
purchase prawn buckets or 
upgrade the grazing box.”

Some of the talented 
local musicians that will 
be playing onboard in-
clude Olly and Scuzzi, The 
Times, The Laing Broth-
ers, No Promises, Alysha 
and Duffy, Wilson and 

White and Travis Thomp-
son and Adam Booth.

Island Sunset cruise 
prices are $75 for adults, 
$67 concession, $52 for 
children (three to 15) and 
infants under two are free.

Book for a group of 
five or more, and the adult 
price is $61.50 per person. 
Check the website for ad-
ditional cruises during 
peak periods.

To celebrate the success 
of Creative Victoria’s music 
grant, Wildlife Coast Cruis-
es is offering 10 per cent off 
Island Sunset cruises using 
promo code MUSIC25 (ex-
cluding group rates).

For more information, 
or to book please visit 
www.wildlifecoastcruis-
es.com.au or call the office 
on 03 5952 9500.

Sail into the sunset

SLAND GUIDEi
Advertising Feature

SLAND GUIDEi
Advertising Feature

The Island Sunset cruises start from November and run through until March, with entertainment 
provided by local musicians.KIDS PIZZAS $14 | MEGA SHAKES $14

COMBO DEAL $25

AVAILABLE EVERY DAY 22 SEPT - 3 OCT*

12PM  - 5PM
AVAILABLE EVERY DAY 22 SEPT - 3 OCT*AVAILABLE EVERY DAY 22 SEPT - 3 OCTAVAILABLE EVERY DAY 22 SEPT - 3 OCTAVAILABLE EVERY DAY 22 SEPT - 3 OCT

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Kids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids Menu
SCHOOL HOLIDAYSSCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Kids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids MenuKids Menu

Mega O.T.T. Shakes - $14
Over-the-top shakes stacked high with 

goodies- no two sips the same!

Choc Overload · Fairy Bomb · Cookie Monster
Banana Bash · Milo Mayhem

Kids Pizzettas - $14
A kid-sized cross between focaccia and 

pizza, baked fresh every day

Cheesy Hug · Hawaiian Holiday
BBQ Chicken · Happy Garden · Margie

*Terms & Conditions apply

  

PIRSL.COM.AU

/PHILLIPISLANDRSL

225-243 THOMPSON AVE COWES VIC

JD
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ADVENTURE BAY
COMES TO A MAZE’N THINGS

THESE SPRING HOLIDAYS!

SEE AMAZENTHINGS.COM.AU FOR MORE INFO

MEET THE
PAW PATROL PUPS!

Meet & Greets - First two weekends only!
PLUS! COMPETITIONS, ACTIVITIES, MAGIC SHOWS,

FACEPAINTING & FUN FAMILY ADVENTURES!

20TH SEPT - 5TH OCT

©2025 &TM Spin Master Ltd. All rights reserved.

1805 Phillip island Rd cowes vic (03) 5952 2283
please visit amazenthings.com.au

adventure!
fun, magic & 
mini golf • ROPES • illusions • parties!
adventure!adventure!
fun, magic & fun, magic & 
adventure!
fun, magic & 
adventure!

 parties!

book
online

JD
05904A
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TENPIN BOWLING

In September, Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling and Enter-
tainment Centre marked a 
remarkable milestone – 20 
years since the bowling al-
ley first opened its doors in 
September 2005.

What began as a con-
verted go-kart track has 
grown into one of the is-
land’s most loved family 
and community venues.

The celebration was 
packed with fun, laughter 
and nostalgia, as the cen-
tre’s history and future 
came together in one un-
forgettable night.

The original owners, 
Steve Davie and Ritchie 
Laing, joined current own-
ers Craig Holmes and Jer-
emy Westaway, who have 
proudly run the centre 
since 2008. Together, they 
recreated the iconic 2008 
handshake photo to sym-
bolise the journey from 
past to present.

Guests were treated to 
a party atmosphere com-
plete with balloons, a gi-
ant 20 helium centrepiece, 
a spectacular birthday 
cake shaped like bowling 
pins and a ball, and even 
custom biscuits decorated 
with the PI Tenpin logo.

The highlight of the 
night was undoubtedly 
the live performance by 
The Laing Brothers – Jim, 

Ritchie and Darren – who 
had the crowd rocking all 
evening with music, ener-
gy and laughter.

Reflecting on the cen-
tre’s growth, Steve and 
Ritchie remarked on how 
far the business has come 
since its early days and 
praised what it has be-
come – a thriving hub for 
locals and visitors alike.

For Craig, who has been 
involved since day one, 
and Jeremy, who started 
working at the centre 
in 2007 before stepping 
into ownership alongside 
Craig the following year, 
the celebration was a 
proud milestone.

“This place has always 
been about more than just 

bowling. 
“It’s about community, 

connection, and creating 
memories. To celebrate 
20 years with so many fa-
miliar faces, including the 
people who started it all, 
was really special,” said 
Jeremy.

The night was also an 
opportunity to thank the 
dedicated PI Tenpin team 
– past and present – whose 
energy, warmth and hard 
work have made the cen-
tre what it is today.

Staff members are not 
just employees, but part 
of the PI Tenpin family, 
and their role in welcom-
ing guests, running events 
and creating a fun, inclu-
sive space has been cen-
tral to the centre’s success.

Today, PI Tenpin Bowl-
ing and Entertainment Cen-
tre is known not only for 
bowling, laser tag and ar-
cade fun, but also as an ex-
citing venue for live music, 
celebrations and functions.

From birthday parties 
and school groups to com-
munity events and corpo-
rate nights out, the centre 
continues to prove that it’s a 
place where people come to-
gether, celebrate and enjoy 
unforgettable experiences.

The 20th birthday was 
not just a look back at the 
past two decades, but a 
celebration of the friend-
ships and fun still to come.

Loved venue celebrates 20 years

Owners Jeremy Westaway and 
Craig Holmes celebrating Phil-
lip Island Tenpin Bowling and 
Entertainment Centre’s 20th 
anniversary.

$25 UNLIMITED
BOWLING, LAZER TAG & TABLE TENNIS

91-97 Settlement Rd Cowes

5952 3977

PHILLIP ISLAND
TENPIN BOWLING
& ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

www.pitenpin.com.au

EVERY NIGHT OVER THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS!

6:30PM - 9:30PM
MINIMUM OF 4 PLAYERS REQUIRED

JD
05938A

A
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Ventnor

BASS STRAIT

WESTERN PORT BAY

Ventnor

Smith
Beach

Wimbledon
Heights

Sunderland 
Bay

Surfi es Point

Smiths 
Beach

Pyramid 
Rock

Berrys 
Beach

Kitty 
Miller 
Bay

Swan 
Lake

Patrolled weekends 
and public holidays 

until April 14
Sat 1pm -5pm

Sun/Public Holidays 
10am-4pm

Patrolled weekends 
and public holidays 

until April 14
Sat 1pm-5pm

Sun/Public Holidays 
10am-4pm

YCW
Beach

Forrest Caves

The Colonnades

Woolamai Surf Beach

Sunset
Strip

Rhyll

SilverLeaves

COWESCOWES

San San 
RemoRemo

Surf 
Beach

CapeCape
WoolamaiWoolamai

Churchill
Island

NewhavenNewhaven

VentnorVentnor

Seal Rock
Black Rock

The 
Nobbies
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CENTER
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OR ROAD PH
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P 
IS
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D

ISLAND RD

Koala 
Conservation 

Reserve

Golf Club

Golf Club

OSWIN ROBERTS 
RESERVE

CAPE WOOLAMAI 
STATE 

FAUNA RESERVE

Scenic 
Estate

Conservation 
Reserve

RHYLL WETLAND
& BIRD SANCTURY

CONSERVATION HILLCONSERVATION HILL
RESERVERESERVE

VENTNOR    RD COWES - RHYLL    RD

PHILLIP

PHILLIP ISLAND RD

BACK BEACH RD

PENGUIN 
PARADE

Phillip Island is home
to the largest Little

Penguin colony
in the world.

Watch them return 
from the ocean 
nightly at dusk.

WHALE MIGRATION
Witness the annual 

arrival of humpback and 
southern right whales 

and even the occasional 
killer whales from May 

to September.

PHILLIP ISLAND 
NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.

GRAND PRIX GRAND PRIX 
CIRCUIT

PELICAN FEEDING
Watch daily at 12 noon, 
on the foreshore next to 

the San Remo Pier.

EASTERN BARRED 
BANDICOOT

Was released on 
Churchill Island and 

Phillip Island to save it 
from extinction.

10am-4pm10am-4pm
SHEARWATERS

There are approximately one million 
short-tailed shearwaters that arrive 

each year around late September 
from the Aleutian Islands near 

Alaska. They are a spectacular sight 
as they return to their burrows each 

night at dusk.

KOALA CONSERVATION 
RESERVE

Wander tree-top board-
walks to watch koalas 

up close in their natural 
habitat. 

FUR SEALS
Take a tour around 

Seal Rock and marvel 
at Australia’s largest 

fur seal colony

Forrest CavesForrest Caves

The Colonnades
PHILLIP ISLAND PHILLIP ISLAND 

NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.Summerland and Cat Bay.

Smith
Beach

Shop 4, 22 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
Phone 0412 566 055

ALL DAY BREAKFAST,  
LUNCH & CATERING 

OPEN 8AM UNTIL 2.30PM
7 DAYS PER WEEK

JD
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OPEN
7

DAYS

OPEN HOURS:
9am till 5pm – 7 days a week

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060  |  0408 120 908

No weather problems - Crazy Golf is under cover!

JD
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8A

A
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Shop 1, 4 The Esplanade, Cowes, Pillip Island

5952 39775952 3977
OPEN 7 DAYSOPEN 7 DAYS

Phillip IslandPhillip Island
TENPIN BOWLINGTENPIN BOWLING
           & Entertainment Centre           & Entertainment Centre

JD01863AA

OPEN DAILY
10.30AM - 7.00PM

More than just great fish & chips

JD
05967A

A

FAMILY FRIENDLY
Open everyday 10am to late

www.pirsl.com.au

JD
05977A

A
• Holographic light & sound show. 
• Audio visual interactive devices. 
• Aircraft, helicopters & Centurion Tank. 
• Nui Dat Café for coffee and snacks.

25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven, Phillip Island 
vietnamvetsmuseum.org

National Vietnam Veterans 
Museum and Café

Open 7 days from 10am - 4pm - Ph: 5956 6400

FASCINATING 
FOR ALL

AGES

Nui Dat Café is openNui Dat Café is open
 at the museum.  at the museum. 
Come and meet Come and meet 

Vicki, Gina & Connor.Vicki, Gina & Connor.
Open 10am-4pmOpen 10am-4pm

25 VETERANS DRIVE, NEWHAVEN, PHILLIP ISLAND 
vietnamvetsmuseum.org

JD
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$75 – 2 hour lesson – everything provided
225 Smiths Beach Rd, Smiths Beach

BOOK NOW Ph: 5952 3443

DAILY SURF LESSONS
DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

JD
01876A

A

Nature 
awaits!
Immerse yourself in nature 
and discover the unique species 
that call Phillip Island home. 

BOOK NOW
penguins.org.au

GUIDED KOALA TOUR 
Get up close to this 

Australian icon at the 
Koala Conservation 

Reserve!

PENGUINS ULTIMATE 
ADVENTURE TOUR
Join this private tour

and venture to a secluded beach 
away from the Penguin Parade

to watch the little penguins
as they return home for

the evening.

JD
05906A

A

RACE THE REPLICA 
OF THE ICONIC PHILLIP ISLAND 

GRAND PRIX CIRCUIT
Book online: phillipislandgokarts.com.au

JD
05910A

A
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25 OCTOBER 9AM ONWARDS

Join us for scones, tea, coffee, and
laughter all in support of The Brain Cancer
Centre, honouring our dear Submerger
Sarah.
We’re raising awareness and funds as we
take on the world’s toughest half
marathon Point to Pinnacle this
November.

Local businesses, we’d love to have
you involved!
Contact Julie: 0407 080 702
Or donate via the QR code.

Morning TeaMorningg TeTeT a
Fundraiser
St Philip’s · 102 Thompson Ave, Cowes

25 OCTOBER 9AM ONWARDS

Join us for scones, tea, coffee, and
laughter all in support of The Brain Cancer
Centre, honouring our dear Submerger
Sarah.
We’re raising awareness and funds as we
take on the world’s toughest half
marathon Point to Pinnacle this
November.

Local businesses, we’d love to have
you involved!
Contact Julie: 0407 080 702
Or donate via the QR code.

Morning Tea
Fundraiser
St Philip’s · 102 Thompson Ave, Cowes

25 OCTOBER 9AM ONWARDS

Join us for scones, tea, coffee, and
laughter all in support of The Brain Cancer
Centre, honouring our dear Submerger
Sarah.
We’re raising awareness and funds as we
take on the world’s toughest half
marathon Point to Pinnacle this
November.

Local businesses, we’d love to have
you involved!
Contact Julie: 0407 080 702
Or donate via the QR code.

Morning Tea
Fundraiser
St Philip’s · 102 Thompson Ave, Cowes

25 OCTOBER 9AM ONWARDS

Join us for scones, tea, coffee, and
laughter all in support of The Brain Cancer
Centre, honouring our dear Submerger
Sarah.
We’re raising awareness and funds as we
take on the world’s toughest half
marathon Point to Pinnacle this
November.

Local businesses, we’d love to have
you involved!
Contact Julie: 0407 080 702
Or donate via the QR code.

Morning Tea
Fundraiser
St Philip’s · 102 Thompson Ave, Cowes

25 OCTOBER 9AM ONWARDS

Join us for scones, tea, coffee, and
laughter all in support of The Brain Cancer
Centre, honouring our dear Submerger
Sarah.
We’re raising awareness and funds as we
take on the world’s toughest half
marathon Point to Pinnacle this
November.

Local businesses, we’d love to have
you involved!
Contact Julie: 0407 080 702
Or donate via the QR code.

Morning Tea
Fundraiser
St Philip’s · 102 Thompson Ave, Cowes
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THE PULSE

COMMUNITY

The Annual Phillip Island Toy Run is a vol-
unteer-run event in December that collects 
gifts for families in need at Christmas.

Each year, hundreds of gifts and 
vouchers are collected for distribution to 
local families.

The Toy Run is now appealing for help 
from the community, to cover storage of 
all the donations.

“Last year, we supported nearly 100 
families, providing gifts to 217 children 
from local schools and organisations,” 
said Toy Run organiser Samantha Hamp-
stead.

“This year, we’ve had to lease a stor-
age unit for the growing number of do-
nations, and our community has been 
incredible in helping cover the costs.

“However, the burden is becoming 
challenging.”

To help cover the cost of storage, the 
Toy Run has set up a GoFund Me account 
and is selling a limited-edition t-shirt.

“With the help of the Phillip Island 
RSL, we’re selling tees to fund our mis-
sion,” explained Samantha.

“Every contribution counts, and to-
gether we can ensure no family is left 
without joy this holiday season.”

The t-shirts are $39.95 each and can 
be purchased from Dead4Eva Designs in 
Cowes, or ordered online via the Annual 
Phillip Island Toy Run Facebook page.

This year’s event on December 7 will 
see hundreds of motorcyclists leave Cal-
dermeade Farm at 11am and ride to Cow-
es to deliver gifts and raise funds.

To help cover the Toy Run storage 
costs, visit gofund.me/add9e2b06

For details of this year’s event or to 
purchase a t-shirt online visit the Annual 
Phillip Island Toy Run Facebook page.

COMMUNITY

Phillip Island Scout Group 
is celebrating the 40 years 
of service to Scouts by 
member Wayne “Mang” 
Carter.

“We are so fortunate 
to have had Mang as our 
Cub Leader over the last 
eight years, thrilling our 
Cubs and fellow Assistant 
Cub Leaders with his vast 
knowledge of Cubbing 
skills, games and how to 
make Scouting fun for this 
age group,” said Group 
Leader Robyn Mylius.

“Mang started as an As-
sistant Cub Leader at 2nd 
Knox Scout Group in 1980, 
then in 1990 he moved to 
1st Tyabb Scout Group 
where he was a Cub Lead-
er until moving to Phillip 
Island in 2017 with his wife 
Heather, and became a 
Cub Leader with the Phil-

lip Island Scout Group.”
Robyn said Mang had 

attended many special 
Scouting events, including 
an Australian Jamboree 
in Sydney, and six Victori-
an Cuboree camps in Vic-
toria, including three with 
Phillip Island Cubs (2017, 
2021 and 2023).

“After a long and distin-
guished career as an active 
Cub Leader, Mang has de-
cided to retire, but will still 
be available to us in Scout-
ing Fellowship, so he can 
help us run our kayaking, 
snorkelling and other wa-
ter activities that he does in 
his daily life,” Robyn said.

“We had a really lovely 
celebration afternoon tea 
for Mang on August 24 at 
the Phillip Island Scout 
Hall, with guests from his 
previous Scout Groups, 
including 1st Tyabb, and 
Scout Camp Niall in 

Moorooduc, on the Morn-
ington Peninsula.

“Some of these Lead-
ers were Cubs when Mang 
was Cub Leader, which is 
a pretty amazing legacy.

“Mang [the bat from 
The Jungle Book by Ru-
dyard Kipling] as we like 
to call him, has mentored 
many other Leaders in his 
time at Phillip Island, and 
also at Ist Tyabb Cub Pack,

“We will miss Mang’s 
weekly involvement in our 
Cub nights, but are very 
glad to have had so much 
fun along with the benefit 
of his extensive Scouting 
knowledge for so long, and 
of course his Halloween 
celebrations are a high-
light of the Cub year.”

Wayne Carter is also 
a valued member of the 
CFA, and is a “truly excep-
tional community mem-
ber”, said Robyn.

Celebrating 40 years of Scouts’ leadership

The Phillip Island Scout Group hosted a celebration for Wayne “Mang” Carter, who is retiring after 
four decades with Scouts.

Toy Run needs storage funds
Organisers of the Annual Phillip Island Toy Run, Samantha and Jason Hampstead are appealing for 
help from the community to cover storage costs of all the donations collected by the event.
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Shopping

Dining

Local Services

Your one-stop guide to:

Covering Phillip Island, 
San Remo and surrounds

A
 ractions

Beaches

Walks

JD
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www.pisra.com.au/phillip-island-directory
info@phillipislanddirectory.com.au
03 5952 3201

5 ticket to hunt
Get your tickets from 

visitgrantville.com.au

to hunt

Over 50 witches will 
be  on display at local 
Bass Coast businesses

is on
during

October 
2025

Locate and list the 
identity number

of at least 15 witches in at least 3 different 
towns on your ‘TICKET TO HUNT’ and return it 

to GO IN THE DRAW TO WIN THE PRIZES

over

50 WITCHES
to find!

Brought to you by the GRANTVILLE BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION.
For more information or it you would like to display a witch please email: GreatWitchHuntEvent@gmail.com 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
TheGreatWitchHuntEvent

Plus more great prizes from these sponsors

– bonus prize – 
EVERY entrant who finds EVERY witch wins a Phillip Island Ten Pin Bowling $20 arcade game voucher

Major Sponsors

3 park pass 
for a family 

of four

Major Major 
prizeprize

2nd:

Family pass for park 
and golf + Koala 

Feeding Experience

4th:

Bowling, Lazer tag and 
$100 arcade voucher 

5th:

A Maze’N Day Family 
Pass Voucher.

Puzzle Island, Magic 
Manor, Giant Maze, 

Mini-golf   

3rd:

Family 
Seal Cruise 

Voucher

2 nights accommodation 
for a family of four

&

JD
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4/10 THE BEATLES LEGACY SHOW - $20+BF
5/10 PETE DAVIS - 5PM

5/10 NRL GRAND FINAL - 7PM

11/10 50/50 DUO - 8.30PM
12/10 RENEE & DAVE - 5PM

18/10 EUROGLIDERS - $39+BF
19/10 820 DOOR JAMS - 5PM

24/10 MARK FISHER - 8PM
25/10 ALYSHA & DUFFY -8PM

26/10 DAN LUNN- 5PM

PLUS:
WEDNESDAY NIGHT
$17 PARMA NIGHT
THURSDAY NIGHT

$20 BURGER NIGHT
FRIDAY NIGHT
MEAT RAFFLE

SUNDAY
$25 ROASTS

WWW.THEWESTERNPORT.COM.AU

JD
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COMMUNITY

Fire up your broom and 
get ready to explore as 
The Great Witch Hunt re-
turns this month, as we 
approach Halloween.

Fifty-one witches are on 
display at businesses right 
across the Bass Coast Shire 
and everyone is encour-
aged to explore our region 
to hunt down the witches 
and locate their unique 
identification numbers.

This annual commu-
nity event is hosted by 
the Grantville Business 
and Community Associa-
tion. Head to their website 
(www.visitgrantville.com.
au) to purchase an entry 
ticket for only $5 and then 
download the map and get 
hunting!

There are a range of 
great prizes on offer this 
year including first prize of 
a two-day family get away 
at Kaloha Holiday Resort in 
Cowes and three-park pass 
from Phillip Island Nature 
Parks. The total prize pool 
is worth over $2000 with a 
special prize for every en-
trant who successfully lo-
cates all of the witches.

The event is sponsored 
by Panny’s Chocolate Fac-
tory and the Bass Coast 
Shire Council.

“This volunteer run 
community event is a 
great way to explore Bass 
Coast businesses and at 
the same time be donating 
to a not-for-profit event,” 
said a spokesperson for 

the organisers.
“Any funds that are 

raised are 100 per cent re-
turned to the community 
through the running of 
other local events.

“Hard copy printed 
tickets and maps are also 
available from the Ne-
whaven and Inverloch 
information centres, the 
Artspace and information 
centre in Wonthaggi and 
Maru Koala and Animal 
Park in Grantville.”

This year 40 of the origi-
nal large life-size witches 
have been retired and re-
placed with the smaller size 
witches. Those large witch-

es are now being offered 
for sale to anyone who may 
be interested in them for 
their own Halloween deco-
rations. If you would like to 
purchase one, visit www.
trybooking.com/DFRFO.

To stay up to date with 
the hunt, follow the Great 
Witch Hunt Facebook 
page for tips and clues on 
location of the witches.

This year there will also 
be three ‘virtual’ witches 
only seen on the Facebook 
page.

So start flying around 
our beautiful Bass Coast 
now and get hunting.
/ Sponsored article /

The Great Witch Hunt returns
THE PULSE

The Great Witch Hunt returns this month in the lead up to Hal-
loween, with 51 witches on display in businesses right across Bass 
Coast. Locate them all to be in the running for one of the great 
prizes on offer.
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CAR REMOVAL

JD
01076A

A

BASS COAST  
CAR REMOVALS

Call Shane  
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616

CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

Unwanted cars removed free

CLEANING

0488 522 950   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

JD
00

12
2A

A

Island Flue Island Flue 
CleaningCleaning

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic

• Rental bond specialists • Fast, efficient service

0415 106 443
islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

RICHIE & DI LAING

LANDSCAPING

All aspects of landscape 
design and construction

Call Tom – 0432 216 813

JD
05690A

A

BLINDS & CARPET

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

A F A B U L O U S F L O O R I N G E X P E R I E N C E

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

To advertise your trade business, 
contact Jane on 5952 3201 
or email ads@pisra.com.au

GAS SUPPLIERS

LK
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A

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

CONCRETER

LK
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A

Luke Hinrichs
Phill ip Island & surrounding areas since 1999

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&

LK
00

02
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A

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS

LK
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EARTHMOVING

LK
00

03
2A

A

0418 372 399
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

AIR CONDITIONING

JD
00
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A

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

 coastal_refrig_and_aircon
AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

DECK RESTORATION

JD
02457A

A

Enjoy your outdoor space
for years to come with DeckSeal!

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au     

www.deckseal.com.au

DECK SANDING, CLEANING, OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791

LK
00

04
5A

A

TIM NEWMAN

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
58

40

5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

HANDYMAN

JD
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A

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE
Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small

Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495
www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

CARPENTER

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs

Window Replacement   |   Decks
John 0447 975 626

C A R P E N T RY
Est 1982

JD
03
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A

ELECTRICIAN

JO
02
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1A

A

JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST  
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS 
MARK: 0418 105 262

JD
04223A

A

EARTHMOVING

Free quote / consultation
Experienced local business
Innovative solutions
Quality workmanship
Transparent communication
Full compliance / insurance
Tight access specialists

EARTHWORKSMKMMMMKMKMKMMMKMMKKEKEKKKKMKMKMKKKMKMKMMK

em: mkearthworks@gmail.com
ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Excavations
Demolitions
Drive/Pathways
Retaining walls
Spoil removal

* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *

JO
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A

HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL 

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies. 
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi

(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

GARAGE DOORS

CONCRETER

JD
04

88
0A

A

Matt Burgess 0405 533 456

EARTHMOVING

• SITE CUTS    • SITE CLEANS

• DEMOLITION    • LANDSCAPING

• RETAINING WALLS

O400 633 030

EVERYTHING
EARTHWORKS

BUILDER

JD
05470A

A

HANDYMAN

JD
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HANDYMAN

JD
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SOC… HOME SERVICES
Home Maintenance  
& Handyman Services
With over 30 years’ experience  
in the building industry
NDIS certified  –  Island Based

Call Peter 0434 649 877

CARPET CLEANING

SPECIALISING IN
3 Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
3 Water Damage Restoration
3 Emergency Flood Restoration
3 Vinyl Floor Strip & Seal
3 Tile & Grout Cleaning 
3 Leather Cleaning
3 Fabric Protection

Houses, Rental exit carpet clean, Offices,      
Schools/Kindergartens, Aged Care, 
High-rise Apartments.

For Quality Carpet Care!

Phone: 0409 010 106
sterlingcc@bigpond.com.au
Working with Children Check
Police Checked
Fully Insured

Sterling  
Carpet Care
0409 010 106

JO
03035A

A

Established 2004

LANDSCAPING AND DESIGN

JD
06

01
4A

A
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LANDSCAPING

All aspects of landscape 
design and construction

Call Tom – 0432 216 813

JD
05690A

A

PLUMBING

LK
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RELIABLE PLUMBERRELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

PLUMBING

MB

LK
00

03
1A

A

Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLUMBING

LK
00

01
5A

A

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell – 0438 520 546
daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLUMBING

LK
00

01
4A

A

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

SOLAR

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

JO
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39
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MARINE MECHANIC

JD
05

49
6A

A

www.topwatermarine.com.au   |   info@topwatermarine.com.au 
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

• Authorised Suzuki Marine dealership and service center
• Sales and service of new Suzuki outboard motors

• Suzuki genuine spare parts
• Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs

• Accessory Installations and electrical work
• Trailer servicing and modifications

• Anchor winches    • Boat detailing    • Insurance work

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching 
or just not sliding properly?

Now Servicing Phillip Island 

>  Timber & Aluminium 
Sliding Doors

>  Bi Fold Doors 
>  Cavity Doors 
>  Wardrobe Doors

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

>  Security Doors
>  Track & Roller 

Replacements 
>  Screen Replacements 
>  New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Ph 0438 538 244
info@asdrm.com.au

www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

RESTUMPING

RESTUMPING & 
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,  
House Raising & Repacking,  

all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788
Licence DBL24625

ROOFING

JD
05

01
0A

A

• Metal Wall Cladding • Domestic & Commercial
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes • Aluminium Gutter Guard
30 Years Experience

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
ME TAL ROOFINGME TAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

To advertise your trade business, 
contact Jane on 5952 3201 
or email ads@pisra.com.au

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

To advertise your trade business, 
contact Jane on 5952 3201 
or email ads@pisra.com.au

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

LAWN MOWING

LK
00

02
0A

A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

EARTHMOVING

LK
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A

0418 372 399
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

ELECTRICIAN

JO
02

42
1A

A

JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL 

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies. 
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi

(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

GARAGE DOORS LANDSCAPING

Landscaping & Concreting

Retaining Walls
Paving

Small Brick Repairs
Concreting

Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew  
0408 822 263

JD
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STORAGE

LK
00
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TREE CARE

Qualified Arborist with 
15 years experience and 
committed to maintain the 
health, safety and beauty 
of your trees ensuring they 
thrive and enhance your 
home. Servicing Phillip 
Island and surrounds. 

0484 776 399

Specialising in Pruning &  
Hazardous Tree Removals

 Habitat Trees
 Cable Bracing
 Qualified Arborist
 Mulch & Firewood Sales

 Storm Damage
 Stump Grinding
 Fully Insured

JD04860AA

TREE SERVICES

LK
00
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A

• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TREE SERVICES

JD
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A

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

Ph: 5672 2056

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

HANDYMAN
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HANDYMAN
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SOC… HOME SERVICES
Home Maintenance  
& Handyman Services
With over 30 years’ experience  
in the building industry
NDIS certified  –  Island Based

Call Peter 0434 649 877

RUBBISH REMOVAL

RUBBISH REMOVALS
No Job Too Small – We Load for YOU!

WE CAN ALSO REMOVE YOUR  
UNWANTED CARS FOR FREE

Call Shane  
5678 2002 or 0473 983 995

JD
05871A

A

LANDSCAPING AND DESIGN

JD
06

01
4A

A
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BOOK NOW 
at penguins.org.au

Penguin Parade, Churchill Island, 
Koala Conservation Reserve

Watch the little penguins 
waddle home See more

& SAVE 
with a 

3 PARKS 
PASS

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8 -10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:

8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910 
to make an appointment!

Locally owned and operated by 
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 

0448 602 005
www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

M E D I C A L

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

OPEN
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 
(extended opening hours coming soon!)

11:30am-5:30pm

www.phillipislandwinery.com.au   
(03) 8595 2155

hello@phillipislandwinery.com.au   
@hello@phillipislandwinery.com   

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au   |   03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS 
ON THE ISLAND” 

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! 

ORDERS 5907 6796
RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

C A F É S  &  R E S T A U R A N T S

ARCADE, 22 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
Phone 0412 566 055

CATERING  
FOR ALL  

OCCASIONS

JD
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A C C O M M O D A T I O N

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night

including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

RANFURLIE BED 
& BREAKFAST

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
www.pisra.com.au

FURNITURE OUTLET
YOUR FURNITURE SHOP

Phone Ron 0419 335 985
sales@furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

153 Thompson Ave., Cowes (near Ampol Servo)
www.furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

• Beds   • Mattresses
• Sofas   • Lounges

• Dining   • Tables   • Chairs
• Office   • TV   • Outdoor

JD
01411A

A

COWESBOAT 
CARAVANRVSTORAGE

Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  5952 2799

24 hr Video Surveillance

COWES 
SELF 

STORAGE

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

R E T A I L

S T O R A G E

Melaleuca Aged Care  
Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES 

(off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday

JD
04

30
1A

APhillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

A T T R A C T I O N S

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Cruise the Island
WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU

Daily Boat Tours

JD
01590A

A

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669 
thecentrecowes 

@hotmail.com

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry 
Self-Service 
NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes , 
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF 
with the CODE: LOCAL15

across Phillip Island and Western Port on  
89.1FM

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY STATION  
– GREAT MUSIC AND EVERYTHING LOCAL

JO
02925A

A

S E R V I C E S

San Remo | 5952 5379
info@printitfast.com.au
www.printitfast.com.au

Shop Local
Support Local
PRINT LOCAL

Phone, PC & 
Electronic Repairs

0490 424 415

www.itrepairs.net.au

admin@itrepairs.net.au

JD
05
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A

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

LK
00

41
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A

H A I R  &  B E A U T Y

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

For all your refi nancing or home loan 
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.

Gabriel Caffi eri – Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffi eri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

72 Chapel Street Cowes. 
0482 936 843
Walk Ins only

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

Stockdale & Leggo

45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922
P 03 8583 4701
E phillipisland@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

Phillip Island I San Remo

3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo VIC 3925
P 03 8583 4701
E sanremo@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/sanremo

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes 
5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM. AU  5952 3922

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALE S APPRAISAL  
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL .

Shopping

Dining

Local Services

A� ractions

Beaches

Walks Submit a listing here

Your one-stop 
guide to 
Phillip Island, 
San Remo and 
surrounds.

PHILLIP ISLAND 
DIRECTORY
Covering Phillip Island, San Remo and surrounds

JD05872AA

The business most trusted by the
international motor sport teams, property

owners & guests for 30 years!

Est. 1995
ACCOMMODATION MANAGEMENT EXPERTS.

Phillip island, San Remo & the Bass Coast region.

03 5678 5885
basscoastholidays@phillipisland.com.au

JD
05874A

A
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Anchorage Studio, Ventnor.   

ART CLASSES 
Mon: 9.30-12.30;  

Tues & Wed: 9.30-12.30 & 1.30-4.30. 
Realism – working with either scratchboard  

or charcoal/pencil or watercolour. 
Email or text your preference to  

scratchboardartclasses@gmail.com  
or 0437 878 174.  

Special fees for Seniors.

JO
03029A

A

Phillip Island World Vision Club  
are holding an Art & Craft Exhibition and Sales,  

with Devonshire Teas available,
on Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th October, 2025. 

Rhyll Hall, 54 Lock Road, Rhyll (gold coin entry),  
from 10.00am to 3.00pm each day.

JD
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A

CLASSIFIEDS  SEEK, BUY AND SELL
No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, 

YES

DUMERGUE, Peter 

27/2/1945 – 11/9/25 

Soul mate to Marg. 

Beloved father of  
Yvette and Jean-Paul. 

‘Pete’ to Lulu. 

You will live on  
forever  

in our hearts. 

TRIGT, John: 
31-1-1941 –  
28-9-2025 

Phillip Island Progress 
Association – Island 

Voice extends our very 
sincere condolences to 
John’s son Adrian and 
daughter Judith plus 
their families on the 

sudden passing of  
their father. 

We found John a very  
intelligent and  

principled individual. 
We will all miss his sharp 

wit and friendship. 
Regards 

Peter Paul | President  
Peter McMahon 

TRIGT, John: 

Passed away on  
September 28, 2025  

at Beleura Private 
Hospital.

Beloved Father of  
Adrian and Judith.

Father-in-law of  
Sharon and Neil.

Cherished Opa of  
Lauren, Lachlan,  

Amelia and Connor.

May he rest in peace.

TRIGT:
 The Funeral Service for 

Mr. John Trigt will be 
held at St. John’s Uniting 

Church, Chapel Street, 
Cowes THURSDAY WEEK 
(Oct. 9, 2025) commenc-

ing at 12:30pm.
John’s service will be 
live-streaming, go to 

www.handleyandander-
sonfunerals.com.au.

A Private family burial 
will follow.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT I,  
DALE BURGDORF

am no longer part of Waterfront Computers.
I am now a Sole Trader as a 

Specialist Computer Technician.
Home, Business & Medical PCs.

36 years experience with Windows, Mac & Linux Systems.
Hardware & Operating System Repairs & Upgrades.

P: 0466 660 021    E: xtek59@gmail.com
130 Silverleaves Avenue, Silverleaves

Available 9.30 am - 3.00pm weekdays by appointment 
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BRASS SPECIALIST
WOODWIND SPECIALIST
Part-Time (0.4FTE). Fixed term 2026 with the 
possibility of ongoing.
These roles will guide the development of Brass and 
Woodwind in Middle School, Instrumental Tuition Program 
and Co-Curricular Music programs. For more information 
and details on requirements, duties and responsibilities, 
visit our website or contact Director of Music, Matthew Goss 
via email: matthew.goss@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Newhaven College is an independent  
co-educational school on Phillip Island 
offering quality education for students 
from Prep to Year 12

Newhaven College is seeking applications to join 
our collaborative team in the following roles:

Commencement 23 January 2026 for the 
academic year. Applications to be submitted to: 
recruitment@newhavencol.vic.edu.au
Applications close Friday 24 October, 
12pm
Newhaven College is a child safe environment. Every child has a right 
to be safe, and at the College we have a zero tolerance for child safety 
risks (including child abuse and reportable conduct).  As such, preferred 
applicants will be subject to child protection screening, background and 
reference checks, verification of identity checks and must adhere to the 
College’s child safe practices, as outlined in the Child Protection Program 
policies available on the College website.
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Manager Asset 
Planning
Senior Executive 
Officer

Newhaven, VIC

Lead strategic asset 
management, safety culture, 
land development, and 
investment planning while 
driving corporate initiatives 
and team leadership.

Applications close 12 October

More information:

Hazel Executive & Boards

www.hazelexecutive.com.au

Shape the
future

Make a world of 
difference in the 
world of water.

JD
06048A

A

DEATHS DEATHS SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICES

EMAIL YOUR 
CLASSIFIEDS TO

ads@pisra.com.au

PUBLIC NOTICES

FUNERALS

COMMUNITY

Congratulations to Meryl Reid who was 
awarded the Lions Member Achievement 
Award at the Phillip Island Lions meeting 
in September.

If you have visited the Lions second 
hand yard – Steptoes – located in Dun-
smore Road (next door to the recycle cen-
tre), you have probably met Meryl.

She is one of the friendly faces of the 
operation there. Meryl will meet, greet 
and chat to visitors to the yard; answer 
any questions and point you in the right 
direction to choose your piece of treasure.

The Award was presented by Lions’ 
new President John Jackson, another 
friendly person to help and assist every-
one.

The yard is open to the public every 
weekend: Saturday 9am – 12.30pm and 
Sunday 9am – 12noon.

If you have furniture or bric-a-brac to 
donate please send photos and text de-
scription to 0433 191 654.

Better still, if you would like to join our 
happy group, come to the yard or contact 
Madeleine on 0423 315 372.

Meryl  
awarded  
for her 
achievements

Phillip Island Lions Club member Meryl Reid 
received the Lions Member Achievement Award 
at the September meeting.

SPECIAL

DELIVERY

Hello Violet
Violet Rita David-
son was born at 
Wonthaggi Hospi-
tal on June 22, 2025, 
weighing 2.57kg.

Violet is a daugh-
ter for Tessa John-
ston and Cameron 
Davidson of Cowes.

Welcome Isla
Isla Matsunaga was 
born at Wonthaggi 
Hospital on August 
17, 2025, weighing 
3.63kg.

Isla is a daughter 
for Meagan Sned-
don and Koyu Mat-
sunaga of Ventnor.
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SENIORS (L-R): Hayden Bruce – Equal Best and Fairest, Jack Taylor – Runner Up Best and Fairest, 
Jaymie Youle – Most Determined, Max Walton – Impact Player, Daniel Pearce – Best in Finals, Cam 
Pedersen – Coach and Equal Best and Fairest, Billy Taylor – Leading Goal Kicker and absent Mark 
Griffin – Team Player.

RESERVES (L-R): Finlay Cousins – Equal Best and Fairest, Jack Keating – Equal Best and Fairest, 
Brady Ross – Runner Up Best and Fairest, Ollie Hibbert – Most Determined, Darcy Thompson – Impact 
Player and Leading Goal Kicker, Ben Taylor – Team Player, Mikka Paulsen – Best in Finals and Brad 
Thompson – Coach.

U18 (L-R): Briony McIntosh – Team Manager, Charlie O’Garey – Impact Player, Jeremy Kelly – Best and 
Fairest, Ayden Fawaz – Equal Runner Up Best and Fairest, Benji Chihotski – Most Determined, Oliver 
Duggan – Leading Goal Kicker, Isaac Savona – Equal Runner Up Best and Fairest, Jack Briggs – Team 
Player, Cooper Walton – Best in Finals, Harry Arceo – Keith “Whale” Delooze Award, Hayden Bruce – 
Coach and Jack Taylor – Coach.

U16 (L-R): Charlie Fischer – Best in Finals, Archie Williams – Impact Player, Felix Bathgate – Runner 
Up Best and Fairest, Sam O’Garey – Best and Fairest and Leading Goal Kicker, Ethan Rhee – U16 
Team Award, Tarryn Allan – Coach. Absent Hayden Power – Most Determined and Team Player, Lewis 
DeFazio – Keith “Whale” Delooze Award.

U16 GIRLS (L-R): Scarlette Rees – Team Player, Gemma Fisher – Most Determined, Bethany Gren-
ness – Impact Player, Lily Bow – Most Versatile, Gisele Smith – Best in Finals, Olivia Holmes – Best 
and Fairest, Justin Tilley – Coach, Diddy Cutherbertson – Coach. Absent Ruby Kent-Ford – Runner Up 
Best and Fairest.

VETERANS (L-R): Anthony Young – Best and Fairest, Mark Riky – Runner Up Best and Fairest, Jim Lees 
– Impact Player, Jarrod Henzen – Most Determined, Nick Moltsen – Team Player, Mark Blundell – Best 
in Finals, Callan Scheibel – Players’ MVP and Joel Goodall – Coach.

UNDER 11 (L-R): Jac Clarke – Coach, Olivia Clarke – Runner Up 
Best and Fairest, Misha Rutherford – Coaches Award, Eden Hallas 
– Best in Finals, Kalani Piera – Best and Fairest and Emma Hallas – 
Team Manager.

UNDER 13 Casey (L-R): Ruby Pedersen – Best and Fairest, Bella 
Oudshoorn – Runner Up Best and Fairest, Elsie Williams – Coaches 
Award, Indi Keady – Best in Finals and Meg Oudshoorn – Coach.

UNDER 13 (L-R): Carly O’Brien – Team Manager, Alice Martindale 
– Equal Best and Fairest, Eden Blake – Equal Best and Fairest, Ella 
Solohub – Equal Runner Up Best and Fairest, Piper O’Brien – Coach, 
Aisha Hibbert – Coach, Ruby Woodrup – Coaches Award, Frankie 
O’Brien – Equal Runner Up Best and Fairest and Ivy Addison – Best 
in Finals.

PIFNC AWARDS NIGHT
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Congratulations to the Phillip Island Football & Netball Club on 
their outstanding achievements at the West Gippsland League 
Votes Night.

Award Recipients: Back Row (L-R): Jack Taylor – Seniors Forward 
Team of the Year, Billy Taylor – Seniors Forward Team of the Year, 
Hayden Bruce – Seniors Best & Fairest (back-to-back) and Midfield 
Team of the Year, Yianni Caffieri – Rising Star Award, Bailey Hen-
nessy – Rising Star Nominee and Ella Duggan – A Grade Netball 
Team of the Year. Front Row (L-R): Finlay Cousins – Reserves Best & 
Fairest, and Aisha Hibbert – U17 Netball Best & Fairest and Rising 
Star Award. A fantastic effort by all, well done, Bulldogs.

UNDER 15 CASEY (L-R): Trish Callis – Team Manager, Aliza Sum-
mers – Best and Fairest, Willow Zamifirescu – Runner Up Best and 
Fairest, Alexis Wilson – Coaches Award, Alexis Osabutey – Best in 
Finals and Christie Edwards – Coach.

UNDER 15 (L-R): Ava Blake – Runner Up Best and Fairest, Kate Mc-
Causland – Best and Fairest, Charlee Pedersen – Coaches Award, 
Adelle Hecker – Best in Finals and Maxine McNamara – Coach.

UNDER 17 (L-R): Cath Huther – Coach, Olivia Holmes – Runner 
Up Best and Fairest and Best in Finals, Aisha Hibbert – Best and 
Fairest, Jasira Derham – Coaches Award, Lisa Hennessy – Team 
Manager and Maya Huther – Coach.

Carly and Nazza O’Brien were presented with gifts as thanks for 
all their hard work and support as outgoing junior co-ordinators.

D GRADE (L-R): Rose Van Rooy – Best and Fairest, Meg Oudshoorn – 
Coach, Hollie Kee – Coaches Award. Absent Jazz Mau – Runner Up 
Best and Fairest.

C GRADE (L-R): Lawri Piera – Runner Up Best and Fairest, Matilda 
Walton – Coaches Award, Emma Hallas – Coach. Absent Raelene 
Humphery – Best and Fairest.

B GRADE (L-R): Mieka White – Best and Fairest, Steph Krainer – 
Runner Up Best and Fairest, Jarrah White – Coaches Award and 
Abbey McCaughan – Coach.

A GRADE (L-R): Emma Hallas – Assistant Coach, Charli Ross – 
Player, Lexi Walton – Player, Hollie Castagna – Coach and Runner 
Up Best and Fairest. Absent Ella Duggan – Best and Fairest and 
Hallie Mau – Coaches Award.

PIFNC AWARDS NIGHT
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14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

PHILLIP 
 ISLAND
  MARINETIDE 

GUIDE

Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/

© Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 2025, Bureau of Meteorology (ABN 92 637 533 532)

WED 1 OCT

HIGH 6:37 am
2.76 m

LOW 12:09 pm
1.14 m

HIGH 6:09 pm
2.55 m

THU 2 OCT

LOW 12:13 am
0.64 m

HIGH 7:15 am
2.66 m

LOW 12:44 pm
1.23 m

HIGH 6:46 pm
2.46 m

FRI 3 OCT

LOW 12:49 am
0.72 m

HIGH 8:00 am
2.56 m

LOW 1:25 pm
1.29 m

HIGH 7:33 pm
2.37 m

SAT 4 OCT

LOW 1:35 am
0.82 m

HIGH 8:54 am
2.49 m

LOW 2:18 pm
1.32 m

HIGH 8:41 pm
2.31 m

SUN 5 OCT

LOW 3:36 am
0.93 m

HIGH 10:58 am
2.46 m

LOW 4:30 pm
1.28 m

HIGH 11:09 pm
2.34 m

MON 6 OCT

LOW 4:56 am
1.01 m

HIGH 12:06 pm
2.49 m

LOW 5:50 pm
1.12 m

TUE 7 OCT

HIGH 12:37 am
2.50 m

LOW 6:22 am
1.01 m

HIGH 1:11 pm
2.57 m

LOW 7:00 pm
0.88 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – October 2025
Please note: Daylight savings starts on Sunday, 5 October, when clocks will go forward one hour. The predictions are in daylight saving time when it is observed.

7/3/25, 1:12 PM Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology

www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/print.php?aac=VIC_TP013&type=tide&date=1-10-2025&region=VIC&tz=Australia/Melbourne&tz_js=AEST&days=7 1/1

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK. LOW TIDE IS MARKED IN RED.

GOLF

Tuesday, September 23

Men’s 18H Comp Stableford
Overall winner: Max Mattock 
(16) 41 c/b.

A Grade winner: A-1 Darrell 
Clark (10) 38 c/b.

A-2 winner: Andrew Hewett 
(6) 38.

B Grade winner: B-1 Max 
Mattock (16) 41 c/b.

B-2 winner: Zak Allen-Ryan 
(14) 41 c/b.

C Grade winner: C-1 Peter 
Blunden (27) 41.

C-2 winner: Denis McNamee 
(26) 40 c/b.

BDL to 37 c/b.
NTP: 5th William Lang, 

7th Hary Sterling, 10th Bren-
don Corvino and 17th Andrew 
Hewett.

Men’s 9H Stableford
Overall winner: Vic Mitchell (25) 
24 pts from Peter Pillar (29) 22 
pts c/b.

BDL to 20 pts c/b.

Wednesday, September 24
Women’s Comp 13H
Committee Day Irish  
Stableford Teams 13H

Overall winners: Jeanette 
Diss, Kaz Egan, Julia Mascitelli 
and Joan Baker. 84 pts.

Runners up: Cheryl Smith, 
Marilyn John, Gill Scrase and 
Jennifer Fitzgerald. 83 pts.

NTP: 5th Vicki Ramage, 7th 
Karen Green, 10th Kerri Dalton 
and 17th Cheryl White.
Women’s competition:  
Committee Day Footy  
Double Points Stableford

Winners: Marlene Gibson,  
Diana Holmberg, Wendy  

Hopkins and Michelle Pardoe.
Women’s Ladies  
Committee Competition
Winner: Joan Nicholson 29 pts.

Runner up: Marilyn John 29 
pts c/b.
Women’s 9H Stableford 
No Competition.

Thursday, September 25
Open 18H Stableford
Overall winner: Mario Amato 
(26) 39 pts c/b.

A Grade winner: A-1 Travis 
Johnson (9) 38 pts.

A-2 winner: Michael Taylor 
(12) 37 pts.

B Grade winners: B-1 Mario 
Amato (26) 39 pts.

B-2 winner: Chris Vander-
hayden (19) 39 pts.

C Grade winners: C-1 Ugo 
Mascitelli (26) 38 pts.

C-2 winner: Trevor MacFar-
lane (26) 38 pts.

BDL to 35 pts c/b.
NTP: 5th Neil Williams,  

7th John Slight, 10th Mi-
chael Coghlan and 17th Peter  
Gray.
Men’s 9H Stableford

Overall winner: Richie Nettleton 
(21) 20 c/b pts from Neil Dewar 
(31) 20 pts.

BDL to 17 pts c/b.

Saturday, September 27
Competition Men’s and Mixed 
4BBB Stableford 18H
Overall winner: Glenn Paterson 
and Justin McBean 47 pts c/b.

2nd Rod Ward and John 
Monk 47 pts.

3rd John McKechnie and Don 
Steward-Uden 45 pts.

BDL to 40 c/b.
NTP: 5th Steve Bann, 7th 

Barry Grazules, 10th Michael 
Janson and 17th Chris Sander-
son.
Women’s 18H Comp Women’s 
4BBB Stableford.
Overall winner: Lynn McCole 
and Julia Mascitelli 46 pts.

2nd Jeanette Diss and Sarah 
Gordon 43 pts c/b.

BDL to 40 pts c/b.
NTP: 5th Mary Taylor, 7th Su-

san Brown, 10th Joanne Disher 
and 18th Lesley Meadowcroft.

Open Comp 9H 
No Competition.

Sunday, September 28
18H Stableford
Overall winner: Adrian Crane 
(28) 36 pts from Mark Griffin 
(11) 35 pts.

BDL: to 34pts.
On the green

GOLF

Saturday, September 27

Par
Winner: Neil Malcolm (16) +4.

2nd Place: Anthony Fradkin 
(14) +3.

3rd Place - Angus McLaurin 
(10) +2.

NTP:  Hole 10 Anthony Frad-
kin, Hole 17 Neil Malcolm.

Sunday, September 28
Stableford
Winner: Rob Stead (13) 40 points 
c/b.

Runner up: Steve Wurt (2) 40 
points.

NTP: Hole 6 Steve Wurt, Hole 
17 John Kneebone.

Red Rocks results

Margaret McFee Awards: Chris Ross President, Aisha Hibbert, 
Piper O’Brien and Jodie Ross (PIFNC Treasurer).

President’s Award: Nazz O’Brien and Chris Ross (PIFNC President). Best Club Person: Harry Anderson, Charli Ross, Chris Ross (PIFNC 
President).

PIFNC AWARDS NIGHT

Donald Hamilton Award: Damian Holmes, Carol Hamilton, Maya 
Huther and Chris Ross (PIFNC President).

Jess (Gizza) Gislingham being presented with the U18’s Premier-
ship Poster.

Jess (Gizza) Gislingham presenting his cheque to PIFNC President 
Chris Ross from Can Collect.
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BRIDGE

It’s been a huge week of bridge 
on the island, starting with play-
ers converging from near and 
far for a packed weekend of 
competition and camaraderie.

On Saturday and Sunday 
(September 13-14), the Phillip 
Island Bridge Club hosted its 
annual Congress – a highlight 
of the local bridge calendar – at-
tracting more than 80 players 
from Melbourne, interstate and 
local clubs.

Saturday’s Swiss Pairs event 
saw top honours go to the vis-
iting duo of William Jenner-
O’Shea and Vanessa Brown 
from Canberra, who outplayed a 
strong field to take the title.

On Sunday the Swiss Teams 
event was won by a formidable 
Melbourne team comprising 
George Lovrecz, Thilak Ranas-
inghe, Paul Ruan and Philip 
Chang.

Whilst local players didn’t 
make the winners’ circle this 
year, the Congress was nonethe-
less a terrific opportunity for is-
land-based bridge lovers to test 

their skills against experienced 
competitors – and learn a thing 
or two along the way.

Regular club play continued 
on Monday September 15, with 
15 pairs taking to the tables.

North/South winners were 
Greg Nicholson and Jean Barbo-
ur, finishing with an impressive 

64.58 per cent.
East/West honours went to 

Anne Ferrari and Don Stewart-
Uden on 57.14 per cent.

Wednesday’s competition 
was Nationwide Number 18.

Club winners on the day – 
Greg Nicholson and Jean Bar-
bour with 62.50 per cent.

BRIDGE

It was a week of celebration and 
strong competition at the Phillip 
Island Bridge Club.

Monday’s Duplicate Bridge 
session drew a turnout of five 
and a half tables.

Rising to the top were Jean 
Barbour and Greg Nichoson, 
who claimed first place with an 

impressive 65.42.
On Wednesday, new member 

Janus Wolknik earned himself 
an early birthday present by 
taking top honours alongside his 
partner, Caroline Shaw.

The pair finished with a com-
manding 62.5 per cent across 
three and a half tables.

Adding to the celebration, Ja-
nus’ wife, Malgorzata, delighted 

members with a traditional Pol-
ish birthday cake, which she 
brought to share with the club at 
the conclusion of play.

The gesture was warmly re-
ceived, marking a cheerful end 
to the session. 

The club continues to wel-
come new faces and celebrate 
both the game and its commu-
nity spirit.

CROQUET

A big thank you to all for sup-
porting the Phillip Island Cro-
quet Club in our raffle and mem-
bership drive, at the beginning 
of September.

We received quite a few en-

quiries and sold lots of raffle 
tickets.

All the proceeds will go to-
wards the upkeep of the club.

The winner of the raffle was 
Kay, a member of the public, and 
second prize went to the club 
president, Lillian Wagstaff.

Well done to them both.
There is a “Come and Try 

Croquet Day” on October 12 
(10am-2pm) at the Croquet Club, 
120 Dunsmore Road, Cowes.

Please come and enjoy a cup-
pa, scones and have a friendly 
game or two of croquet.

DARTS

The darts flew and the competi-
tion heated up on Monday night 
as the Phillip Island and Dis-
tricts Darts League held a thrill-
ing Round 3.

A total of twenty-six players 
enjoyed a sensational evening, 
but one team stood head and 
shoulders above the rest.

The night’s top honours went to 
the formidable trio of Team Paul, 
Alby and Brendon, who secured 
a decisive 6-1 victory in their 
matchup, showcasing a master-
class of precision and teamwork.

The excitement wasn’t just 
limited to the team standings, as 
the individual competition saw 
some major shake-ups.

Dave Healey, known around 
the club as much for his culinary 
skills as his darting prowess, 
had a night to remember.

Healey was in scorching 
form, racking up nine points for 
the round and hitting a magnifi-
cent 180.

This stellar performance pro-
pelled him up the leaderboard 
into third place with a total of 15 
points.

Current league leader Bob 
Hee held onto his comfortable 
lead, sitting on 25 points.

Paul Gleeson in second place 
is “just clinging” to the position 
with 17 points, highlighting the 
intense battle for the top spots.

In other good news for Dave 
Healey on the night, the darts 
champion’s luck extended off 
the oche as he happily accept-
ed the coveted meat tray raffle 
prize, a big thank you to Des and 
the team at San Remo Butchers 
for their generous sponsorship.

The league rolls on next Mon-
day, promising more thrilling 
darts action.

Players are reminded to ar-
rive before 7.15 pm to ensure 
their names are entered for the 
draw.

Don’t miss out on what is 
shaping up to be another crack-
ing night of darts.

BOWLING

The competition was held on 
September 18 and 19.

Phillip Island Bowling Club 
Spring Carnival Triples (Sep-
tember 18-19) attracted bowlers 
from all over Victoria and inter-
state, competing for substantial 
prize money.

We witnessed some excep-
tional bowling during the two 
days of competition.

Events like this cannot hap-
pen without a dedicated group 
of volunteers. The Bowls Com-
mittee ensuring the event runs 
smoothly and our wonderful 
ladies and men in the kitchen 
prepared breakfast, lunch and 
afternoon tea for 84 hungry 

bowlers.
Phillip Island Bowling Club 

would like to thank the sponsors 
of the Spring Carnival, Phillip 
Island Grove Care Community, 
as without sponsors like this, 
these events would not happen.

Results
Best overall game: Thursday: 
Andrew Bellino, Steve Bellino 
and Frank Bellino. Friday: Da-
vid McIlfatrick, Les Firth and 
Dennis Throup.

Third Place: Chris Owen, An-
thony Hall and Craig O’Brien.

Second Place: Ken White, 
Grant Pask and Hank Metselaar.

Congratulations to the win-
ners: Alan Clements, Darren 
Bellingham and Roy Down.

Membership drive for club

Results from the table

Big weekend of 
bridge on the island

Phillip Island locals enjoying the Sunday Swiss Teams event (from left): Diane 
Coleman (Committee Member), Jim Murphy (Club Treasurer), Moya Crowley (Club 
Member) and Clare Murphy (Club Bridge Director).

Croquet club members with the banner outside of Coles, as part of this month’s membership drive.

Bullseye Blitz

Spring Carnival Triples

The Darts night’s top honours went to the formidable trio of Team Paul, Alby, 
and Brendon, who secured a decisive 6-1 victory.

Darren Bellingham, Alan Clements and Roy Down (from left to right) were the 
winners of the Phillip Island Bowling Club Spring Carnival Triples.
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SWIMMING

It was a big weekend of racing 
for the SGB swimmers rac-
ing at the Victorian Age Short 
Course finals at MSAC in Sep-
tember.

There were 33 Swimmers 
aged 12-18 who raced in a 
range of distances from 50m 
to 800m, over the three days in 
all strokes. Swimmers raced 
heats in the morning and then 
those who were lucky enough 
to qualify for finals returned to 
compete at night.

It was a busy place, with two 
pools running side by side dur-
ing the heats. The spectators 
had plenty of action to watch 
and provided plenty of cheering 
from the stands and from the 
swimmers’ supportive team-
mates and families. The event 
was also live streamed with 
fans able to cheer them on at 
home. Coach Dylan was thrilled 
with the weekend’s efforts.

“It’s been quite a short sea-
son of Short Course racing this 
year, so to have one of the larg-
est regional clubs here is fan-
tastic.

“They all dug deep after 
countries and worked on some 
areas they wanted to try and 
improve and to see these results 
is really pleasing. They should 

be very proud of themselves.”
Coach Lorri loved seeing the 

swimmers do so well.
“Seeing our first timers up 

there on the blocks always 
makes me smile, over the years 
they train hard, and the lucky 
ones are able to qualify and 
swim here.

“They are always so excited 
to get their state cap and towel 
and wear them for the first 
time.”

Archie Smyth broke the Vic-
torian Record in the Boys 13 
years 200m Backstroke.

The club did well in the 
points score. Despite being up 
against clubs with over 100 
swimmers, SGB came 12th in 
the overall rankings.

The swimmers at the meet 
were: Madison Andreatta, 
Emma Barclay, Bec Barclay, 
Asha Chalmers, Nyah Chap-
man, Gemma Cook, Zoe Cox, 
Claudia Croatto, Emily Croatto, 
Isabel Croatto, Billy Fisher, Mag-
gie Fisher, Cormac Flynn, Jordan 
Gallicchio, Daisy Giliam-Rodda, 
Lachie Grimes, Josh Hunt, Sien-
na Hunt, Levi Jarrett, Ava Lucas, 
Hannah Lucas, Mostyn Lums-
den, Isabella Lynch, Brooklyn 
Packer, Josie Richer, Miah Rob-
erts, Zac Sherar, Aidan Smyth, 
Archie Smyth, Lara Smyth, Jar-
rah Tagell and Kaela Welsh.
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71 GRAYDENS ROAD, VENTNOR

• Nestled on a level acre of land, brick home with 
generous floorplan, 2 large living areas, open plan 
kitchen

• North facing verandah leading to established native 
gardens, enclosure housing over 20 established 
fruit & citrus trees, solar energy, 5 water tanks

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/4 cars
$1,690,000

4/2 THE ESPLANADE, VENTNOR

• Award winning architecture thoughtfully crafted 
over two levels offering uninterrupted views 
across Westernport Bay

• Tasmanian Oak flooring, expansive kitchen, full 
height windows, wide entertainers’ balcony

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars
$1,850,000

9 PRINCETON AVENUE,  
CAPE WOOLAMAI

• Double storey home with fully self-contained area 
downstairs, spacious open plan living upstairs, 
kitchen with walk-in pantry

• Expansive upstairs deck overlooking tranquil 
reserve, oversized garage with room for the 
caravan, boat or additional workspace

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars
$860,000

COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave
5952 2633

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade
5678 5408

www.alexscott.com.au

15 BACK BEACH ROAD, SAN REMO

• Incredible water views looking over the 
Recreation Reserve

• Light filled, open plan living with 4 spacious 
bedrooms, 2 living areas and 2 bathrooms

• Walking distance to beach, shops, cafes & amenities
$795,000

17 WONTHAGGI CRESCENT, SAN REMO

• Expansive 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms coastal 
retreat sits privately in a peaceful cul-de-sac

• Includes 2 living zones, games room and study on 
a 779m2 allotment

• Short walk to swimming beach and playground
$890,000
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SWIMMING

There will be 16 Gippsland 
representatives amongst Aus-
tralia’s best swimmers as they 
compete in the 2025 Australian 
Open Short Course champion-
ships at MSAC next weekend.

The team consists of five 
swimmers in the multi class 
section and 11 in the able-bod-
ied section.

The swimmers have swum 
a qualifying time to be at the 
event and are really looking 
forward to it.

The Gippsland swimmers 
are in seeded heats, mean-
ing they are often swimming 
against people they have idol-
ised. Just to be there at the 
event is exciting, but to be 
competitive against them is 
even more amazing.

Well known Australia 
swimmers such as Felix Dres-
sel-De Bruyn, Tara Kinder 
and Ahmed Kelly will be 
amongst those the Gippsland 
Swimmers are lined up with.

A number of the Gippsland 
MC swimmers have been set-
ting Victorian Records for 
their classification this year 
and any Personal Best in those 
events will mean records will 

continue to fall.
For young swimmers like 

13-year-old Emily Croatto 
from SGB, it is a huge step up, 
swimming at the open event, 
when at the start of the year 
she wasn’t even old enough 
to swim at the National Age 
Championships.

Added to the excitement, 
Emily and her sister Claudia 
have qualified for the same 
event, the 200m Breaststroke.

“I’m so excited to race 
against Australian dolphins 
and it’s going to be so much 
fun,” said Emily.

Claudia said she was 
thrilled “to have the oppor-
tunity to race at such a high 
level and a big thanks to my 
coaches who have helped me 
get there”.

For some of the older swim-
mers, the years of hard work 
have paid off, with swimmers 

like Ashley Nicholes from Tr-
aralgon ranked in the top 10 
and hoping to make finals.

Many Gippsland swimmers 
will be heading down to watch 
the event.

For those unable to attend, 
the event will be broadcast on 
9Now.

Gippsland  
representatives:
Isabelle Nash- Warragul.
Olivia Ballie- Traralgon.
Zayden Burton – Traralgon.
Jessica Whiting – Traralgon.
Ashley Nicholes- Traralgon.
Darcy Connell- Traralgon.
Brody Cargill – Traralgon.
Miah Roberts - South 
Gippsland Bass.
Claudia Croatto- South 
Gippsland Bass.
Emily Croatto - South 
Gippsland Bass.
Sophie Mckenzie- South 
Gippsland Bass.

Multi Class swimmers:
Ayvah Dennis- Warragul.
Tyra Jensen – Warragul.
Lockie Bellion – Traralgon.
Levi Jarrett - South 
Gippsland Bass.
Gemma Cook- South 
Gippsland Bass.

Congratulations to Emily, Claudia and Bel Croatto who are representing 
Gippsland in the 2025 Australian Open Short Course championships at MSAC.

Heading to open  
national championships

SGB success at state championships

Friends Bel and Bec prepare to line up next to each other.

Levi Jarrett with his medals from 
Night 1.

Miah is excited with her win.

SPORT
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