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There’s excitement and enter-
tainment in store for fans with 
the return of the MotoGP to the 
legendary Phillip Island circuit.

Jorge Martin has his nose 
out in front in the rankings, just 
10 points ahead of Italian rider 
Francesco Bagnaia. Meanwhile 
Bagnaia’s Ducati team mate 
Enea Bastianini’s grip on third 
place is being challenged by 
Marc Marquez, with the pair 
separated by two points.

Australian rider Jack Miller 
is in 15th place, while last year’s 
winner, Johann Zarco is cur-
rently in 17th spot on the cham-
pionship ladder.

Over in Moto2, fans will be 
keen to cheer on Australian 
Senna Agius (currently in 17th 
spot). Moto2 is the breeding 
ground for MotoGP, with the 
ranks of previous winners in-
cluding Jorge Lorenzo, Marc 
Marquez, Francesco Bagnaia 
and Remy Gardner. Last year’s 
champion, Pedro Acosta has 
moved across to MotoGP and is 
currently sitting at number 6 on 
the rankings.

In Moto3, the crowd will be 
behind Australian Joel Kelso 
currently in 9th spot, a big jump 
from his position at 21 on the 

ladder coming into Phillip Is-
land last year, while fellow Aus-
sie Jacob Roulstone is 15th in 
his debut season.

There’ll also be plenty of ac-
tion from the stars of tomor-
row, as the Oceania Junior Cup 
(OJC) will return as the national 
support category, with riders 
aged 11–16 competing.

Legends on track
As well as celebrating the up-
and-coming riders, the weekend 
is an opportunity to acknowl-
edge some legends of the sport.

On Saturday, arguably one of 
the greatest Grand Prix riders 
ever, Giacomo “AGO” Agostini 
will take part in a special display 
on one of his championship-win-
ning MV Agusta motorcycles.

During his illustrious career, 
he secured 15 World Champion-
ship titles, 13 of those with MV 
Agusta. You can see him on the 
track on Saturday at 2.30pm.

Another legend of motors-
port, fi ve-time 500CC World 
Champion Mick Doohan is part 
of the excitement of this year’s 
MotoGP. As well as leading the 
Homecoming Ride on Thursday, 
Mick will take to the track at 
1.15pm on Sunday, in honour of 

the 30th anniversary of his fi rst 
Grand Prix win.

For the fans
Across the weekend, MotoGP 
riders and other VIPs will take 
part in Q&A sessions at the Fan 
Forum Stage in Gardner Village.

Fans can also watch the races 
on the big screen with bean-
bag seating available, with all 
ticketholders having access to 
the area.

Tickets are sold out to the Hero 
Walk, which gives fans the chance 
to get up close to their idols. Situ-
ated along the riders walk to the 
Paddock, it also includes roving 
performers and a DJ.

Moto2 and 3 riders will be at 
the Hero Walk at 11.45am on 
Saturday, while the MotoGP rid-
ers are scheduled to appear on 
Sunday at 10.20am.

This year crowds will be en-
tertained on the track by Hot 
Wheels and Monster Trucks. 
This is a thrilling, family-friend-
ly motorsports experience fea-
turing gravity-defying Monster 
Trucks and other exciting vehi-
cles. It’s guaranteed to be an un-
forgettable spectacle for all and 
features fearless drivers and a 
one-of-a-kind vehicle lineup, 

perfect entertainment when the 
action stops on-track.

Expo
The popular GP Expo is back once 
again, and it’s all about bikes. 
Check out the latest from motor-
cycle manufacturers, browse rid-
ing apparel and purchase the lat-
est in accessories.

All ticket holders can enter 
the expo for free. A variety of 
exhibitors will bring all the 
products and services that rid-
ers love and this is always a 
super-popular event with the 
crowds.

In a new addition to this 
year’s event, the expo will 
also include a Beer Hall, with 
a range of beers available on 
tap for the fi rst time, and plenty 
of seating and screens so you 
don’t miss a moment of the on-
track action.

Entertainment
In the sky and on the ground, 
there’s incredible entertainment 
at this year’s event.

The latest craze of axe-
throwing hits the MotoGP. Step 
into the arena and take aim at 
the wooden targets with expert-
ly crafted axes. This adrenaline-

fuelled activity is guaranteed 
to get your heart racing – one 
throw and you’ll be hooked.

Then on Sunday, the RAAF 
Aerial Display fl yover returns 
at 1.25pm. The RAAF Roulettes 
aerobatic display team will per-
form breathtaking displays in 
the skies over the Phillip Island 
track. Always a crowd favou-
rite, the pilots may experience 
up to six times the normal force 
of gravity during their manoeu-
vres. Get ready to be thrilled.

For fans staying at the camp-
grounds, the Trackside Stage 
will present live entertainment 
from 7pm – 10pm on Friday and 
8pm – 11pm on Saturday night.

Dress up
Make sure you grab a memento 
of your GP trip with a visit to 
an offi cial merchandise outlet. 
There are outlets located around 
the circuit stocking exclusive 
Australian Motorcycle Grand 
Prix event range, including ev-
erything from headwear to T-
shirts and special memorabilia. 
A wide selection of the latest 
MotoGP rider and team mer-
chandise is also available.

For the latest information and 
updates: www.motogp.com.au/

Fans can get up close to the idols at the Hero Walk, with Moto GP, Moto2 and Moto3 riders all scheduled to appear.

� e thrill 
of the race

40 THOMPSON AVE, COWES – 5952 1444

We have plenty of 
Motorsport books in stock 
including the new book 
on the history of the 
Phillip Island GP track 

by internationally renowned 
motorsport journalist 

John Smailes. 
We are opposite Pinos 
and open all weekend.
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Motorsport legend Mick Doo-
han will be the star of the show 
at this year’s Homecoming Ride, 
giving fans a rare opportunity to 
ride alongside the fi ve-time 500cc 
World Champion, 30 years on since 
his fi rst championship victory.

The ride on Thursday, October 
17 starts in San Remo, departing at 
approximately 11am.

Eager fans have snapped up all 
the available tickets.

Participants will ride together 
as one, making their way to the 
Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit, 
providing an exciting spectacle for 
fans and locals who are expected 
to line the bridge and roadsides to 
cheer on the riders.

Arriving at the track, the group 
will then enjoy the unique experi-
ence of completing a lap and a half 
of the world-renowned circuit, a 
track where Doohan claimed victo-
ry three times in his stellar career.

“I am really excited to be back 
down at Phillip Island for this 
year’s MotoGP and am especially 
looking forward to getting on the 
road with all of the fans for the 
Homecoming Ride,” Doohan said.

“Phillip Island is such a great 
track and holds so many great 
memories for me, and it’s the Aus-
tralian fans that make this event 
one of a kind.”

Registered riders can check in 
from 9.30am at the Marine Parade 
car park in San Remo.

Find out more at motogp.com.
au/event/homecoming-ride

Australia’s next generation of su-
perstar riders will be appearing 
at Phillip Island as part of the bLU 
cRU Oceania Junior Cup (OJC).

Managed by Motorcycling 
Australia and supported by FIM 
Oceania, it is an offi cial Road to 
MotoGP™ program where the rid-
ers, aged between 11 and under 
16, compete on identical Yamaha 
YZF-R15 bikes.

OJC is endorsed by Dorna 
Sports, and is aimed at developing 
young riders with on-track coach-
ing and media training.

The current group of OJC rid-
ers is coached by Garry McCoy, a 
fi ve-time Grand Prix winner – in-
cluding three in the premier class 
– during a spectacular career in the 
world championship paddock.

The endorsement by Dorna 
Sports provides opportunities for 
past and present OJC riders to be 
selected to compete in international 
competitions such as the Asia Tal-
ent Cup and Red Bull Rookies Cup.

“Grassroots sports are where 
future champions are made, and 
OJC has already been the starting 
point for so many talented riders 
in its fi rst six years,” said Austra-
lian Grand Prix Corporation Divi-
sion Manager – Motorsport, David 
Corrigan

“It’s so exciting for us to see the 
OJC riders return to Phillip Island, 
they are always a great addition to 
the on-track line-up.”

An impressive percentage of 
riders across MotoGP™, Moto2™ 
and Moto3™ classes have devel-
oped their race craft through vari-
ous Road to MotoGP™ programs, 

with every permanent rider in the 
Moto3™ World Championship 
now having raced in a series on the 
Road to MotoGP™.

This includes current Moto3™ 
rider Jacob Roulstone, who is in 
his debut season with the Red Bull 
Tech3 team and competed in the 
inaugural OJC season in 2019.

Doohan to lead Homecoming Ride

The Homecoming Ride gives fans the rare opportunity to ride across the bridge and 
to the track with a sporting hero. This year’s ride will be led by five-time 500cc World 
Champion Mick Doohan. Photo: Getty.

Young bloods on the track

All the Action

GP Circuit
8.00am: Gages Open
8.40am: Moto3, Practice 2
9.25am: Moto2, Practice 2
10.10am: MotoGP, Free 
Practice 2
10.50am: MotoGP, Qualify-
ing 1
11.15am: MotoGP, Qualifying2
11.40am: Hot Wheels, track 
entertainment
11.45am: Hero Walk – Moto2 
and Moto3 Riders
12.15pm: bLU cRU Oceania 
Junior Cup, Race 1
12.35pm: Monster Trucks
12.50pm: Moto3, Qualifying 1
1.15pm: Moto3, Qualifying 2

1.45pm: Moto2, Qualifying 1
2.10pm: Moto2, Qualifying 2
2.30pm: Giacomo Agostini – 
Legend Lap
3.00pm: MotoGP, Tissot Sprint
3.45pm: Hot Wheels, track 
entertainment
4.00pm: Monster Trucks
4.15pm: bLU cRU Oceania 
Junior Cup, Race 2
5.30pm: Gates close

Cowes Main Stage
10am – midnight: BMW Super-
screen
11.30am: Ozone Street
6.00pm: Imogen Price
9.00pm: The 3 Johns – Farn-
ham, Fogerty and Cougar

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

GP Circuit
8.30am: Gates open
8.45am: Moto3, Free Practice
9.35am: Moto2, Free Practice
10.45am: MotoGP, Practice 1
11.45am: bLU cRU Oceania 
Junior Cup, Free Practice
12.15pm: Hot Wheel – track 
entertainment
1.10pm: Monster Trucks
1.15pm: Moto3, Practice 1

2.05pm: Moto2, Practice 1
3.00pm: MotoGP, Practice
4.15pm: bLU cRU Oceania 
Junior Cup, Qualifying
4.35pm: Monster Trucks
5.30pm: Gates close

Cowes Main Stage
6.00pm – midnight: BMW 
Superscreen
6.00pm: Mark Howard
9.00pm: Oz Rock Express

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18

9.30am: Homecoming Ride check in, Marine Parade, San Remo
11.00am: Homecoming Ride departs San Remo

Cowes Main Stage
5pm – 11pm: Rider interviews, races and movies on the BMW 
Superscreen

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20

GP Circuit
8.30am: Gates open
9.00am: bLU cRU Oceania 
Junior Cup, Race 3
9.40am: MotoGP, Warm Up
10.10am: Honda Junior GP
10.10am: bLU cRU Oceania 
Junior Cup presentations
10.20am: Hero Walk – MotoGP 
Riders
10.30am: Monster Trucks
11.00am: Moto3 Race
12.15pm: Moto2 Race
1.00pm: Hot Wheels, track 
entertainment

1.15pm: Mick Doohan, 1994 
Anniversary Honour Lap
1.25pm: RAAF Aerial Display, 
plus post Anthem fly-past
2.00pm: MotoGP Race
3.30pm: Monster Trucks
5.00pm: Gates close

Cowes Main Stage
10am – 11pm: BMW Super-
screen
6.00pm: Rehash Cover Band
7.00pm: Replay 2024 MotoGP 
race
8.00pm: Rehash Cover Band

OJC riders Nikolas Lazos, Henry Hynd, Phoenix O’Brien and Ethan Johnson with David 
Corrigan, Division Manager – Motorsport at AGPC.
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From 12.00pm, Thursday, 17 October to 12.00pm, Monday, 21 October: 
• Thompson Avenue closed* from Chapel Street to The Esplanade
• The Esplanade closed* from Warley Ave to Bass Ave
*motorcycle parking only

All closures are subject to change depending on crowd numbers and traffic conditions.
To find out what’s on visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/motogp.
For more information please contact Council on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or 
(03) 5671 2211. 

Road Closures: 2024 MotoGP

JD
04512A
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MOTO GP 
SHUTTLE

BUS
A timetabled shuttle bus service will operate to and from the event all day,
This covers four routes which includes Cowes Central, Cowes West/Ventnor,
San Remo to GATE 1 and Rhyll/Silverleaves to GATE 3.

To access the timetables online go to: www.southcoastbus.com.au/timetable
Further information contact South Coast Bus 5951 4600.

TICKET COST: $18
Service operates 8am to 6pm.

JD
04524A
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The MotoGP™ Qatar Airways Australian 
Motorcycle Grand Prix 2024 will once 
again bring tens of thousands of fans to 
the island for three exhilarating days of 
racing, live music, and family-friendly 
entertainment.

Highlights include the local favourite 
Community Day (Friday October 18), 
where Bass Coast residents can enjoy 
free entry, and the Cowes Entertainment 
Precinct, transforming Thompson Av-
enue into a hub of music and fun.

As the biggest sporting event in re-
gional Victoria, the MotoGP™ is expect-
ed to attract up to 100,000 attendees over 
the three days.

Phillip Island has proudly hosted the 
Australian MotoGP for nearly 30 years at 
our world-famous Grand Prix Circuit.

As well as all the excitement on the 
track, visitors from around the world and 
across the country can enjoy a range of 
great activities and entertainment.

Thompson Avenue in Cowes will re-
main the entertainment hub. This special, 
licensed outdoor area will be filled with 
live music and entertainment with the 
BMW Superscreen showing race footage, 
rider interviews and movies throughout 
the weekend to keep the party going.

Highlights include performances from 
The 3 Johns (John Farnham, John Fo-
gerty, and John Cougar tribute), Rehash 
Cover Band, and Oz Rock Express. Local 
performers Mark Howard, Imogen Price 
and Ozone Street will also be appearing.

Thompson Avenue will be closed from 
Chapel Street to the Esplanade from mid-
day on Thursday October 17 until mid-
day on Monday October 21, creating an 
entertainment precinct. This means The 
Esplanade will be closed between Warley 
Avenue and Bass Avenue.

Only motorcycle parking will be avail-
able along Thompson Ave, creating a 
family-friendly MotoGP™ experience in 
Cowes.

What’s on
To kick off the MotoGP entertainment, 
on Thursday, the BMW Superscreen in 
the Cowes Entertainment Precinct will 
be showing rider interviews, movies and 
races, from 5pm until 11pm.

On Friday, head down to the precinct 
from 6pm. Live acts include local singer 
songwriter Mark Howard (on stage at 
6pm) and Oz Rock Express (from 9pm), 
as well as plenty of action on the BMW 
Superscreen.

Saturday’s entertainment precinct 
kicks off from 10am, with the BMW Su-
perscreen in operation through until mid-
night. Local blues boys Ozone Street hit 
the stage at 11.30am, for those who want 
to get their day started on the right note.

That evening, Phillip Island singer 
songwriter Imogen Price is on stage at 
6pm, with The 3 Johns – Farnham, Fo-
gerty and Cougar starting at 9pm.

Sunday morning, the BMW Super-
creen is on from 10am until 11pm. After 
the big race, head into Cowes to enjoy 
the Rehash Cover Band (sets at 6pm and 
8pm), as well as reliving all the excite-
ment on the day with the 7pm 2024 Mo-
toGP race replay on the Superscreen.

Bikes roar into Cowes
All the excitement of the MotoGP in the centre of town. The Cowes Entertainment Precinct transforms Thompson Avenue into a hub of music and fun.

The MotoGP is always a busy time on local 
roads, especially in the morning and af-
ternoon as patrons arrive and leave the 
circuit. Several mass bike rides are also 
planned.

On Thursday October 17, the Home-
coming Ride leaves San Remo at approxi-
mately 11am and heads to the circuit. 
There will be several hundred riders 
taking to the road, led by MotoGP World 
Champion Mick Doohan.

On Saturday the Community GP run 
starts at Caldermeade at 11am and is 
expected to reach the island around 
11.30pm, with a large contingent of rid-
ers expected to take part.

On Sunday October 20, the Blue Line 
will be in operation on Phillip Island Road 
between Back Beach Road and the Bass 
Highway merge from approximately 2pm 
to 7pm.

The Blue line adds an additional lane 
of traffic for vehicles exiting Phillip 
Island by utilising the emergency lane. 
Delays are also expected throughout 
Monday October 21, along Phillip Island 
Tourist Road between Cowes and Bass 
Highway.

For more information visit:  
www.motogp.com.au/event/community

Get the bus
Shuttle buses run to the MotoGP across 
the weekend, from Cowes, Ventnor, San 
Remo, Cape Woolamai, Rhyll, Silverleaves, 
Inverloch and Cape Paterson.

Services also operate between the 
circuit campgrounds and Cowes.

See the full timetable at:  
www.southcoastbus.com.au/timetable

Blue lines, 
bikes, cars,  
buses and  
traffic tips
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On Saturday October 19, Dead-
4eva Designs, Trust No One 
SMC and Phillip Island Toy 
Run will host The Phillip Is-
land Community GP Run be-
ginning at Caldermeade Farm 
and Cafe.

This ride is a replacement for 
the original MotoGP Ride that 
used to begin in Cranbourne, 
which ceased prior to Covid.

The ride will leave from Cal-
dermeade Farm on the South 
Gippsland Highway, with 
stands up at 11am.

It will continue along the 
highway through to Phillip Is-
land with the option of heading 
off at to the racetrack in time 
for the Moto3 qualifying.

Alternatively, riders are in-
vited to make a day of it and 
head into Cowes, to enjoy the 
entertainment precinct which 
opens from 10am.

Everyone is welcome to join, 
but all bikes must be legal, 
roadworthy, registered and rid-
ers must have a valid licence.

The ride is free to enter, and 
no ride registration is required.

The doors to Caldermeade 
Farm will open at 8am and the 
café is offering a special GP 
Breakfast – Breakfast roll and 
coffee for $13, with the full café 
open from 9am for those who 
enjoy a bigger breakfast, be-
fore hitting the road at 11am.

“Caldermeade Farm has or-
ganised a traffic management 
plan, there will be police with 

us on the day, and cars will be 
placed throughout the ride,” or-
ganisers advised.

“Learner riders will be 
placed together within the pack 
for safety purposes. There will 
be a tail car and experienced 
riders in front of the car to sup-
port slower riders.

“Remember, this is not a 
race. Your safety and the safe-
ty of other riders is the utmost 
priority.

“We would just love your 
company and to go on a great 
ride,” the spokesperson said.

The riders will head off at 
11am and expect to arrive in 
San Remo around 11.35pm and 
be in Cowes by 12pm. Those 
heading to the track should ar-
rive from 11.55am onwards.

As this is a community and 
rider organised event, all rid-
ers ride at their own risk.

“Organisers will not be 
held accountable or liable for 
any loss or injury incurred,” 
said a ride spokesperson, who 
stressed the MotoGP Corpora-
tion and its affiliates are in no 
way associated with the event.

Rider organiser Dead4eva 
Designs is a locally owned 
and operated family business, 
which also includes Dead4eva 
Tattooing incorporating a tat-
too studio, a piercing specialist, 
scooter store and streetwear.

Follow the Phillip Island 
Community GP Run 2024 Face-
book page for details.

Community GP run

The Phillip Island Community GP Run will begin at Caldermeade Farm and Café on October 19 at 11am and make its way to 
the Phillip Island Circuit.

MotoGP and LIQUI MOLY share a passion for excellence. While the world‘s most successful
motorcycle racing series represents the premium class of motorcycle racing, LIQUI MOLY
is a premium brand for high-quality oils and additives. The aim of both brands is to inspire
the broad international community of enthusiasts and fans in equal measure.

Here you will find the right oil for your motorbike: www.liqui-moly.com

Our team
Our motor oil

JO
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RHYLL WETLAND
& BIRD SANCTURY
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PHILLIP

PHILLIP ISLAND RD

BACK BEACH RD

PENGUIN 
PARADE

Phillip Island is home
to the largest Little

Penguin colony
in the world.

Watch them return 
from the ocean 
nightly at dusk.

WHALE MIGRATION
Witness the annual 

arrival of humpback and 
southern right whales 

and even the occasional 
killer whales from May 

to September.

PHILLIP ISLAND 
NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.

GRAND PRIX GRAND PRIX 
CIRCUIT

PELICAN FEEDING
Watch daily at 12 noon, 
on the foreshore next to 

the San Remo Pier.

EASTERN BARRED 
BANDICOOT

Was released on 
Churchill Island and 

Phillip Island to save it 
from extinction.

SHEARWATERS
There are approximately one million 
short-tailed shearwaters that arrive 

each year around late September 
from the Aleutian Islands near 

Alaska. They are a spectacular sight 
as they return to their burrows each 

night at dusk.

KOALA CONSERVATION 
RESERVE

Wander tree-top board-
walks to watch koalas 

up close in their natural 
habitat. 

FUR SEALS
Take a tour around 

Seal Rock and marvel 
at Australia’s largest 

fur seal colony

Forrest CavesForrest Caves

The Colonnades
PHILLIP ISLAND PHILLIP ISLAND 

NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.Summerland and Cat Bay.
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5/17 The Esplanade, Cowes

info@beachhq.com.au

BOOKINGS RECOMMENDED 

(03) 5952 1717
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Restaurant & Bar
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1821 Phillip Island Road, Cowes  |  www.rustywaterbrewery.com.au

OPEN ALL WEEKEND | P: 5952 1666

JD
04530A

A

Phillip Island | San Remo

Your local property specialists.
03 8583 4701

JD
04568A
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Shop 3, 68 – 80 Thompson Ave (next to Aldi)Shop 3, 68 – 80 Thompson Ave (next to Aldi)
Ph: 03 5952 2046Ph: 03 5952 2046

admin@cowesnewspi.comadmin@cowesnewspi.com
Monday – Saturday 8.30am – 5.00pm  |  Sunday 8.30am – 12.00pmMonday – Saturday 8.30am – 5.00pm  |  Sunday 8.30am – 12.00pm

C o m e  o n  i n  f o r  y o u r  t a t t s l o t t o ,  c a r d s ,  C o m e  o n  i n  f o r  y o u r  t a t t s l o t t o ,  c a r d s ,  
n e w s p a p e r s ,  m a g a z i n e s ,  b o a r d  g a m e s ,  i n k s ,n e w s p a p e r s ,  m a g a z i n e s ,  b o a r d  g a m e s ,  i n k s ,

p r i n t i n g  a n d  m o r e .p r i n t i n g  a n d  m o r e .
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Phillip Island 
is springing 

to life
Welcome new life on the 

island at the Penguin Parade, 
Koala Conservation Reserve 
and all the farm excitement 

on Churchill Island. 

SAVE with a 3 Parks Pass

BOOK NOW 
penguins.org.au   

03 5951 2830
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Author and motor sport com-
mentator John Smailes called 
his latest book “Phillip Island”, 
saying in his world, Phillip Is-
land means only one thing.

“Phillip Island is famous 
through the world for its motor 
racing circuit,” John says.

“If you stand at Le Mans, Mon-
za or Monaco and you say Phillip 
Island everyone knows what you 
are talking about. I’m not over-
stating it at all. It’s one of the best 
racing tacks in the world.

“Then I try to explain it’s a 
beautiful community isolated 
from Melbourne with penguins.”

It’s so famous, he says, most 
people he knows fondly refer to 
it simply as “PI”.

In August, John released 
“Phillip Island”, which chroni-
cles the evolution of the circuit, 
from its beginnings holding the 
fi rst Australian Grand Prix in 
1928, through to 2024.

It is his ninth motorsport 
book, coming on the back of his 
previous works that includes 
“Mt Panorama” about Bathurst, 
“The First to 1000” detailing 
championship races between 
1981 and 2022, and “Formula 
One” about the race in Australia 
and New Zealand.

“While I suppose Bathurst is 
better-known internationally in 
four-wheel terms, Phillip Island 
is two-wheels.”

John says it was time to write 
a racing book about Phillip Is-
land because the island will 
soon celebrate the centenary of 
being the fi rst place to host the 
Australian Grand Prix.

He explains what makes our 
circuit so internationally re-
nowned is its style: perimeter 
rather than internal.

“Some people would call 
it old-school, I call it classic. 
These days tracks are internal 
where drivers duck and weave 
inside and they fi t a corner in a 
small space, whereas Phillip Is-
land was designed in the 1950s 
and the perimeter allows high 
speeds and occasional turns in-
wards.

“Also the images from Phillip 
Island are just amazing. Where 
else in the world can you get a 
view like that, of Valentino Rossi 
or Casey Stoner doing 350km/hr 
with Bass Strait right in front of 
them.”

John says the book is effec-
tively the result of 50 years of 
knowledge.

“It would have been diffi cult 
to write the book if I had not had 
a personal involvement with the 
circuit for many years.”

The book involved 75 inter-
views with “people who were 
intrinsic in the formation of the 
circuit, competitors and admin-
istrators”.

It covers a “rich history”, in-
cluding the story of Gallipoli 
hero Arthur Waite, who won the 
fi rst Australian GP in 1928.

There’s even a section on 1938 
when “the spies turned up”, with 
Germans ostensibly racing on 
the island, but really with “sin-
ister intentions” to photograph 
sensitive Australian military in-
stallations.

One of the critical chapters 

in the circuit’s history is the fact 
three Australian MotoGP cham-
pions won Grand Prix events 
here: Wayne Gardner in 1989, 
Mick Doohan in 1998 and Casey 
Stoner won six Australian GPs 
on Phillip Island “equalled only 
by Valentino Rossi”.

Whenever he visits the island, 

John – who lives in Sydney – 
stays at a house at Grossard 
Point and enjoys eating at 
Pino’s and Isola di Capri “if 
I’m lucky to get in”.

johnsmailes.com.au

Available at Turn the Page, 
Thompson Avenue.

Track history all wrapped up

John Smailes’ book on the Phillip Island circuit celebrates its history, and 
explains why the track is so beloved by riders and fans.

JD
01531A

A

IT DOESN’T GET BETTER THAN THAT!!

S H H H !
HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE STEAKS COOKED TO 

PERFECTION OVER CHARCOAL AT PHILLIP ISLAND RSL?

PIRSL.COM.AU

/PHILLIPISLANDRSL
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The Offi cial Char-
ity Partner of this 
year’s Australian 
Motorcycle Grand 
Prix is Movem-
ber. The partner-
ship will see the 
beloved char-
ity bring a unique 
and impactful experience to the Phillip 
Island Grand Prix Circuit, in the fi rst of 
a two-year partnership.

Movember is the leading charity 
changing the face of men’s health on a 
global scale, with a focus on prevention, 
early intervention, and health promo-
tion. Since 2003, the charity has created 
a men’s health movement, funding men’s 
health projects around the world, chal-
lenging the status quo, shaking up men’s 
health research, and transforming the 
way health services reach and support 
men.

Whether fans are rocking a handle-
bar, a chevron, or just starting their 
moustache journey, it’s the perfect op-
portunity to join forces and celebrate 
your Mo, strike up a conversation and 
display your commitment to an impor-
tant cause.

“This partnership with Movember 
embodies our commitment to supporting 

important causes 
and enhancing the 
fan experience,” 
Australian Grand 
Prix Corporation 
Chief Communi-
cations Offi cer 
Haydn Lane said.

“We look for-
ward to seeing our community come 
together to support men’s health while 
enjoying the thrilling world of MotoGP.”

Proceeds of the sold-out Hero Walk 
tickets will help fuel Movember’s game-
changing work in men’s mental health, 
contributing to their innovative medical 
research, and ground-breaking tests and 
treatments for prostate cancer and tes-
ticular cancer. 

Movember Director of Partnership 
and New Business Kieran Ryan said they 
were thrilled to join forces with the Aus-
tralian Grand Prix Corporation.

“This partnership provides an in-
credible platform to continue our work 
in raising the profi le of men’s health by 
sparking important conversations and 
raising vital funds to support Movember 
in delivering cancer research and survi-
vorship programs, community-focused 
mental health programs and supporting 
men when they need it most.”

Celebrate your Mo!

Once again, the PICAL pantry will be the re-
cipient of MotoGP largess, with food donations 
delivered to the pantry at the end of the event.

In 2023 an estimated four tonnes of food 
were collected from catering outlets on 

Sunday and Monday and redistributed to the 
community via PICAL.

That’s the equivalent of approximately 
5790 in Co2-e Kg emissions if it had ended up 
in landfill.

Feed the people
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Rick North  Phone: 5678 5190
Servicing Phillip Island & Surrounding Areas  Factory 1, 60 Genista St, San Remo
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Rosa Scarlato, the 
widely adored matri-
arch of Pino’s Trat-
toria, is set to star in 
a mini documentary 
about the MotoGP, due 
to be released later this 
year.

Last month she was 
interviewed by a team 
from the documentary 
and said the MotoGP 
community has been 
“like a family to (her)” 
since the race was held 
on the island in 1989 
– the first motorcycle 
Grand Prix World 
Championship round 
in Australia.

Rosa also high-
lighted the connection 
between her Italian 
Calabrian heritage, 
Phillip Island, and the 
European MotoGP 
community.

“Whenever they 
come here,” Rosa said 
of Italian racers, “they 
feel like they’ve found 
a second family, be-
cause we speak their 
language.

“But even German 
or Spanish people, 
they all feel very hon-
oured to come (to 
Pino’s), because they 
come here from Eu-
rope and find Italian 
food.

“The excitement 
that MotoGP brings to 
the island, and all the 

different nationalities, 
it’s fantastic.”

Rosa also spoke 
about European’s love 
for the island’s race-
track, and said the 
track “100 per cent” 
puts the island on the 
map internationally.

“Whenever I go to 
Italy and they see me, 
they say the track is 
the most beautiful in 
the world,” Rosa said.

“Because they’re 
surrounded by water, 
and also they say the 
people are very nice.”

Speaking to the 
MotoGP team, Rosa 
looked at ease in front 
of the camera, recount-
ing when the race was 
moved from the island 
and petitioning then-
Premier Jeff Kennet to 
have the race returned 
to Phillip Island. 

“I hope we never 
lose it, because if we 
lose the MotoGP, it’s 
going to be a very big 
loss for the communi-
ty,” Rosa said.

Her love of the Mo-
toGP is matched by 
her fierce pride in her 
island home.

“I think there’s 
three major things: 
there’s the racetrack, 
penguins, and Pino’s,” 
Rosa said.

“I mean, what else 
could they want?”

Racetrack, penguins, and Pino’s

Interviewed by the MotoGP team as part of a mini-documentary due to be released later this year, Pino’s Rosa Scarlato looked at ease in front 
of the camera.

House 1

Proudly representing

Just sold

dl ti
Spring is selling season!
Get your current market appraisal and

report today by scanning here

For all things OBrien, visit
obrejudithwright.com

Just sold

Register your interest

Maddy Charlotte&

222 Smiths Beach Rd, Smiths Beach

9 Atlantis St, Cowes

Just sold

3/87-89 Settlement Rd, Cowes

15 California Dr, Smiths Beach

Just sold
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PO Box 996 Cowes 3922   |   Tel: 0419 654 151     |   email: ronniebauer47@gmail.com

Ron Bauer
Island Ward, Bass Coast Shire

A vote for Ron is a vote for our island

A VOTE FOR RON
IS A VOTE TO

 Build the sporting precinct 
and aquatic centre NOW

 Collect the red bins weekly 
in Summer

 Freeze the waste levy

 Ensure responsible use of 
ratepayers money

 Complete the existing bike
paths before new ones

 Preserve foreshore habitat, 
no bike path Cowes to 
Ventnor

BALLOT PAPER
HOW TO VOTE

  1    BAUER, Ron
  2      SILVA, Darrell

3      CHADWICK, Marnie

  5      BELL, Tracey

  7      ROOKS, David

  4      TRIGT, John

  6      O’BRIEN, Tim

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which we live and work, and I pay my respects to elders past, present and emerging.
Authorized: Ron Bauer PO BOX 996 Cowes VIC 3922

Voting for the island ward is as easy as 1,2,3 but remember to number every square.
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A F A B U L O U S F L O O R I N G E X P E R I E N C E

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488
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COWESBOAT 
CARAVANRVSTORAGE

Ray White Phillip Island
41 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
5952 2799

COWES SELF STORAGE

FULLY SECURED  –  FULL SURVEILLANCE

24 hr Video 
Surveillance

$1.80 Incl. GSTWednesday, October 16, 2024YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE!

COMMUNITY

PICAL services have been 
thrown a lifeline, with Victo-
ria’s peak neighbourhood house 
group vowing emergency food 
relief, Centrelink and the com-
munity garden will continue.

As reported in last week’s Ad-
vertiser, the Phillip Island Com-
munity and Learning Centre is 
set to be wound up after being 
unable to meet debts incurred 
from an “administrative inaccu-
racy”, underpaying wages to em-
ployees for more than a decade.

A special general meeting 
of members has been called for 
November 14 and if members 
agree to the recommendation, 
the 44-year-old community or-
ganisation will be wound up.

However, Neighbourhood 
Houses Gippsland (NHG) on 

Thursday released a statement 
saying if PICAL was required 
to liquidate following the spe-
cial general meeting, NHG – 
in collaboration with funding 
bodies – “will step in as a care-
taker”.

NHG network manager Toni 

Halloran-Lavelle said they 
would ensure essential services, 
such as emergency food relief 
– which feeds about 300 people 
a week – as well as Centrelink 
support, and the community 
garden, would continue.

Continued page 10

PICAL services will continue
Although unconfirmed by the PICAL Committee of Management, it is understood key players are keen to see a new not-for-profit organisation set up after the November meeting. In the meantime, Neigh-
bourhood Houses Gippsland has confirmed it “will step in as a caretaker” if PICAL is wound up.
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Grandview Family Clinic 
is being supported 
by the Melbourne 
Sexual Health Centre 
(MSHC), internationally 
recognised as a leader 
in sexual health care and 
research.

Our staff have received 
in-depth training and 
education from MSHC 
and we have adopted 
their policies and 
guidelines so we can best 
support our patients.

3 Grandview Grove, Cowes, Vic 3922
t: 03 5951 1860 f: 08 7560 5102
w: www.familydoctor.com.au

DID YOU KNOW THAT GRANDVIEW  
FAMILY CLINIC CAN PROVIDE :

• Screening tests for Sexually transmitted  
infections for people without any symptoms

• Testing and treatment for people with  
sexually transmitted infections

• We provide onsite treatment for Chlamydia, 
Gonorrhoea, Syphilis and Genital warts

• Check-ups for people working in the Sex 
Industry

• Prescriptions for PEP and PrEP

• MPOX Vaccines

To book your Sexual Health appointment call us 
on  (03) 5951 1860 or book online via our website:  

www.familydoctor.com.au/grandviewfamilyclinic
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• Service Agent for Daikin
• Commercial & Domestic Refrigeration & Air Conditioning
• Licensed Split System Installer  • Sales, Installation and Service
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Rick North – Servicing Phillip Island & Surrounding Areas
Phone: 5678 5190 – Factory 1, 60 Genista St, San Remo
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 coastal_refrig_and_aircon   Coastal Refrigeration & Airconditioning                                                              www.coastalrefrigandaircon.com.au

Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, Independent Federal Member for Monash, Warragul

RRUUSSSSEELLLL BBRROOAADDBBEENNTTRUSSELL BROADBENT
TRUST | REASON | COMMONSENSE

FOLLOW ME ON:FOLLOW ME ON:

TO KEEPTO KEEP
UPDATEDUPDATED
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ISSUESISSUES

(03) 5623 2064
46C Albert St Warragul VIC 3820

russell.broadbent.mp@aph.gov.au
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Melina 
BATH MP 

THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR 
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

2/181 Franklin St, Traralgon VIC 3844
melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au

5174 7066
MelinaBathMLC

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Bass Coast Shire Council has 
defended the timing of repairs 
to the Cowes foreshore toilet 
block. It has been heavily crit-
icised by the community for 
closing the facility during the 
MotoGP, which traditionally 
marks the start of the busy 
visitor season.

“This project is to water-
proof the roof of the toilet 
block,” a council spokesper-
son explained.

“The scheduling of this 
project was deliberate to both 
allow the works to be complet-
ed during the best weather 
while balancing community 
need for the toilet to be open 
during the peak summer sea-
son (late December 2024 to 
January 2025).

“The slab needs to be as dry 
as possible to perform these 
works. Temperature and pre-
dicted rainfall had to be taken 

into account and therefore this 
work could not be completed 
during the winter months due 
to frequent rainfall and the re-
sulting damp conditions,” the 
spokesperson continued.

“The project is scheduled 
for completion by mid-De-
cember.

“Council acknowledges 
an error on the Engage Bass 
Coast website which read 
completion in January 2025, 
this has now been corrected.

“There are public toilets 
270m from the project site 
with signage. Two temporary 
toilets were installed on Sep-
tember 25 and a large capac-
ity temporary toilet block will 
be in place from the MotoGP 
until the completion of this 
project.

“Please note that these 
works are to prevent the un-
planned closure of the toilets 
after rain that has occurred 
frequently over recent years.”

INFRASTRUCTURE

A local trader has spoken out 
condemning the decision to ren-
ovate the foreshore toilet block 
in Cowes during the MotoGP.

Isola di Capri’s Massimo 
Fumigalli cannot believe that 
unsightly repair works and the 
loss of the amenities block at the 

bottom of Thompson Avenue 
have been allowed to detrimen-
tally impact the vital Cowes hot 
spot.

Spectators from across the 
world traditionally gather in the 
entertainment precinct at the 
bottom of Thompson Avenue 
during this week’s Australian 
Motorcycle Grand Prix.

“What were they thinking,” 
asks a perplexed Massimo as he 
surveyed the derelict sight on 
Sunday afternoon, just two days 
before an entourage of inter-
national teams and supporters 
were due to descend on Phillip 
Island.

“This is a major week in Cow-
es, and the island’s major event.”

Toilet: 
Council 
responds

Isola di Capri’s Massimo Fumigalli has criticised the decision to repair the foreshore toilet block, creating an worksite at 
the bottom of Thompson Avenue as thousands arrive for the MotoGP.

Unsightly repairs criticised
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Caring and personal 24 hour Service
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REALITY TV

The Block won’t have a public open in-
spection because Justice Road has no 
parking and Phillip Island no public 
transport, the show’s executive producer 
has explained.

Creator and executive producer Julian 
Cress spoke to the Advertiser last week, 
explaining why – for the second season 
in a row – they opted not to have a public 
open inspection, ahead of the auction go-
ing to air on November 10.

“To throw a public event on Justice 
Road where there is no parking or pub-
lic transport would be a bit of a horror 
show,” said Julian, who was speaking 
from Daylesford, the location of next sea-
son’s Block.

“I don’t think anyone would enjoy it ... 
We just don’t have the facilities or infra-
structure to have a public open event, and 
that was the challenge in Gisborne (last 
year’s season).

“We don’t want to have the neighbours 
turn against us because 1000 people turn 
up and park on their lawn.”

Julian is on Phillip Island this week 
and will continue to be in the lead up to 
filming the auction on November 9 and 
said they were having a series of private 
inspections not just for would-be buyers, 
but also as a thank you to locals.

“We are doing what we can to make 
sure the local community, people who 
worked with us in production and helped 
us are getting a chance to see The Block.

“Last week I visited friends in town – 
restaurants and shops – and they were 
saying a lot of people were coming to the 
island because of The Block. There’s an 
uptick in tourism because of the show, 
and that’s what we always intended.

“And so far it has only been shown in 
Australia. Over the next few years it will 
be screened in 170 countries, so eventual-
ly tourists from around the world will vis-
it Phillip Island on the back of The Block.”

Julian said private inspections were 
open to genuine buyers, with the buying 
guide for all five homes set between $1.7 
million and $1.85 million, with reserves 
to be handed down just before the auc-
tion.

Agents and properties listed on Do-
main.com.au are:
• Kristina Walters, O’Brien Real Estate 

Judith Wright: House 1 Maddy and 
Charlotte

• Yvette Tancheff, Ray White Phillip 
Island: House 2 Courtney and Grant

• Ray White Sunbury and Phillip Island: 
House 3 Ricky and Haydn

• Greg Price, Alex Scott Phillip Island: 
House 4 Kylie and Brad

• Jaime Morris, Stockdale & Leggo Phil-
lip Island: House 5 Kristian and Mimi

Buyers?
Rumours have been swirling on social 
media that one of the regular monied 
buyers of The Block – such as the Lambo 
Guy Adrian Portelli – could buy the lot.

Julian said there could even be a syn-
dicate of buyers under Paradoor, a co-
ownership model for Australian holiday 
homes. The model launched last month 
with properties available in Noosa, By-
ron Bay and Daylesford and sees up to 
eight parties share the legal ownership 
of a holiday home, with each owner able 
to access it for 44 nights each year like a 
time share.

“I’d love to see a house go to a local 
family too,” Julian added.

He said after four months filming in 
Cowes, he could see why the island was 
“such a drawcard for so many families”.

Controversies
The 20th season of The Block has – as 
usual – not been without controversies, 
including one team not paying tradies on 
time.

“You can’t renovate five houses in a 
competition with five couples without 
drama. It happens every year and this 
year is no different,” Julian said.

“What happened was one team were 
late paying one of their bills and that got 
some people offside.

“There is no way we would be up to the 
20th season if we didn’t pay the trades.”

Julian also scotched rumours host 
Scott Cam was leaving the show.

“That’s absolutely false. I can tell you 
his boots were on the ground in Dayles-
ford last week. It’s completely untrue.”

Julian said he planned to continue pro-
ducing more Block seasons beyond Day-
lesford and when he wasn’t filming, he 
and his wife were renovating their own 
homes.
Details: www.domain.com.au/the-block/

COUNCIL

A special meeting of Bass 
Coast Shire councillors 
was held last week to ap-
prove the draft annual 
financial report for audit-
ing.

The meeting – ahead of 
this week’s ordinary coun-
cil meeting (October 16), 
where the full details of 
the report are revealed – 
was to approve the report 
before the legal deadline 
at the end of October.

The report shows net 
borrowings increased by 
$3 million to $24 million, 
due to loan drawdowns for 
Berninneit.

However, the shire re-
ported a surplus of $20 
million, $15 million more 
than the budgeted sur-
plus, although there was 
$8 million more expen-
diture than budgeted, in 
part because of road asset 
renewal.

The report also shows:
• The CEO wage band 

in 2023 was $320,000 – 
$329,999.

• The operation of Bernin-
neit through bookings 
and ticket sales as well 
as higher interest rates 
meant the shire’s “own 
source of revenue” per 
head of population was 
$2071, up on the previ-
ous year’s figure of 
$1958.

• Use of aquatic facili-
ties rebounded post-
pandemic, increasing 
from 47,066 in 2021/22 
to 141,639 in 23/24, now 
above pre-Covid levels.

• All animal management 
prosecutions in 2023/24 
were successful.

• 60.47 per cent of plan-
ning applications were 
decided within the 
relevant time, well below 
the target of 74 per cent, 
met in previous years, 
with planning officers 
continuing “to work 
through the challenges 
of the implementation 
of the new software 
system”.

• The percentage of plan-
ning decisions upheld at 
VCAT increased from 43 
per cent to 68 per cent.

• There was a drop of 
one per cent in rubbish 
collected due to the in-
troduction of the Victo-
rian Container Deposit 
Scheme.

• The shire’s balance 
sheet “remains strong” 
with almost $1 billion 
in property, plant and 
infrastructure assets 
and “relatively low levels 
of debt”, although statu-
tory planning fees have 
begun declining.

Cr Leticia Laing said it 
was “disappointing” Fed-
eral Government grants 
previously received in ad-

vance were delayed and 
had made a “significant 
impact” on the underlying 
deficit of $8.4 million.

“The Federal Govern-
ment should work hard to 
provide us these grants in 
a timely fashion as they 
have in prior years,” Cr 
Laing said.

“The underlying deficit 
is not council’s fault.”

Cr Rochelle Halstead, 
who sits on the audit and 
risk committee, agreed.

“We have a lot of pres-
sures with the rate cap and 
government cost shifting,” 
Cr Halstead said.

“Other levels of govern-
ment who have far greater 
resources than we have 
should get their ducks in 
a row.”

Cr Halstead said she 
was “comfortable” and 
“felt confident” with the 
financial report.

Cr Ronnie Bauer asked 
why the report was be-
ing voted on in caretaker 
mode.

A shire officer replied 
there were no issues in vot-
ing on the annual report 
during the election period 
and the report needed to 
be finalised one day prior 
to the election, and the 
meeting was scheduled to 
meet that timetable.

See next week’s paper 
for full Annual Report de-
tails.

Council coffers’ quick rubber stampSave the date: November 
10 Block TV auction

Local agent Greg Price toasts house four’s Kylie and Brad. Private inspections are currently open to  
buyers, with the buying guide for all five homes set between $1.7 million and $1.85 million, with reserves 
to be handed down just before the auction. Agents and properties are listed on Domain.com.au

Shire net borrowings increased by $3 million to $24 million, due to loan drawdowns for Berninneit. 
Photo: Lisa Burge.

Last Wednesday night’s Block was the first 
reveal at a Domain inspection for local residents, 
with house three’s Ricky and Haydn enjoying the 
festivities.
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a safe, reliable and  
more resilient network

keeping up with customers 
moving to all-electric homes 
and electric vehicles

customer service improvements

more renewables, including  
large and small renewables 
like rooftop solar.

Have your say on upgrades  
to the local electricity network.

ausnet.com.au

To view a copy of the draft proposal and provide 
your feedback, scan the QR code or visit:
communityhub.ausnetservices.com.au/engage

AusNet is currently seeking  
feedback on funding to 
maintain and upgrade its 
electricity distribution network 
over the next five years.

This funding will support:
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COUNCIL ELECTION

On Sunday night, federal inde-
pendent candidate for Monash, 
Deb Leonard, hosted a meet the 
candidates event online as the 
local council election kicks into 
full swing, with ballots mailed 
to households last week.

Three council candidates 
joined the session: Tim O’Brien, 
Marnie Chadwick and Trac-
ey Bell. The three candidates 
faced a range of questions from 
the online audience and mod-
erator Deb Leonard.

BURT
All three candidates stated they 
were against Bass Coast Un-
locking Rural Tourism strategy 
(BURT). Both Marnie Chad-
wick and Tim O’Brien came out 
in strong opposition against the 
BURT.

Marnie: “I don’t agree with 
the BURT. I think we need to 
rescind it and we need to try 
and do that quite quickly.” 

Tim: “The BURT is (an-
other example) of decisions 
being made, which down the 
track prove to be really poor 
decisions. The BURT decision 
should be rescinded, and can 
be rescinded by council, simple 
as that.”

Tracey Bell gave a more tem-
pered response: “At first when 
I spoke to someone from Desti-
nation Phillip Island about the 
BURT, they were very positive 
about the prospects for devel-
oping tourism, and I’ve come 
from having my own tour com-

pany, so I was all about that. 
I’ve since reviewed (the BURT) 
and reviewed my opinion, and I 
think it opens the gates to a lot 
of potentially dangerous devel-
opment.”

PICAL, DAL
The candidates were then 
asked about the recent shock 
closure of the PICAL commu-
nity centre.

All three candidates spoke 
glowingly of the community 
centre and its services and 
highlighted the important need 
for the centre’s services to con-
tinue.

The three candidates then 
responded to a question con-
cerning the long-awaited Dis-
tinctive Areas and Landscapes 
(DAL) report.

Marnie: “We need to keep 
our town boundaries. We need 
to know what the hold up is, 
and get that done, organised 
and processed so that we can 
keep our town boundaries.”

Tim: “I presented to the DAL, 
to the panel. I have an interest 
in Phillip Island retaining its 
character, and have very strong 
interest in retaining town 
boundaries. I’ve been a found-
ing member of the Save West-
ernport Woodlands Group, and 
we want the DAL to protect the 
character of the whole region.”

Tracey: “I think there prob-
ably needs to be some consider-
ation to population growth and 
what’s going to happen if the 
population does grow on the is-
land, where that is going to hap-

pen and how it’s going to hap-
pen if the town boundaries are 
locked down. We may have to 
accept some hard truths about 
Cowes potentially, but let’s not 
count our chickens just yet.”

Beach safety
Following a mass citizen’s res-
cue on Smiths Beach two weeks 
ago, the candidates were asked 
about how they saw beach safe-
ty as a priority.

Tracey: “I don’t want to look 
like I’m shirking any respon-
sibility, but surf life saving is 
a Victorian State Government 
concern. It’s tricky because Na-
ture Parks are on the beach, the 
State Government is respon-
sible for surf life saving, and 
everyone is looking to council 
... There’s definitely some nego-
tiation and advocacy work to be 

done. Of course, we don’t want 
the bad publicity of drown-
ings.”

Marnie: “I think council does 
need to be involved with the 
lifesaving rescue, and in what 
capacity I can’t even ascertain, 
but we do need to help advocate 
for these groups. The Smiths 
Beach Tower is falling apart.”

Tim: “It’s a tricky one ... but 
is something that council can 
involve itself with, whether it 
just means really blatantly ob-
vious signs. They’re coming to 
our place and these tragedies 
are occurring. We do need to 
get council engaged in this. It 
may simply mean really clear 
signs, really clear information.”

Isle of Wight
The candidates were also 
asked on their stance on the 

proposed Isle of Wight devel-
opment.

Marnie: “I think we need 
to review the size of it. I don’t 
know that Phillip Island can 
manage and cope with that 
much accommodation and that 
many more people coming on. 
I am concerned about how they 
are going ahead, and how they 
have planned it. And I think it 
needs a revision.”

Tim: “(The Isle of Wight) is 
another example of a really 
poor council decision. Allow-
ing something that size, it’s 
right out of scale with Cowes.”

Tracey: “It’s mind boggling 
that council went to Canber-
ra to ask for money for the 
streetscape of the main street, 
and also approve that mon-
strosity. People already com-
plain and complain about the 
parking waivers, and I think 
the Isle of Wight got a mas-
sive amount of parking waiv-
ers. But we need to get beyond 
thinking about everyone driv-
ing into Cowes, and provide 
alternative ways.”

Deb Leonard thanked the 
candidates for their time as 
well as participants, saying 
“it’s important to give as many 
people the opportunity to be 
involved in democracy as pos-
sible”.

Voting in the local council 
election is compulsory, and 
ballots must be in the mail be-
fore 6pm Friday October 25, 
or drop it into the election of-
fice at 74 McBride Avenue (Old 
Post Office), Wonthaggi.

Online Island Ward Meet the Candidates

Council candidates (clockwise from bottom left) Tim O’Brien Marnie Chadwick 
and Tracey Bell joined federal independent candidate for Monash, Deb Leonard, 
for an online ‘Meet the Candidates’ event on Sunday night.
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40 Million reasons to love your 
Community Banks...
The Community Bank model provided funding for 
8021 projects worth $40 million in the last financial 
year, with $20 million coming from VIC Community 
Banks like your local San Remo, Cowes and 
Grantville Community Bank branches.

Let your everyday banking do good things too. Pop 
into your friendly local branch today!

San Remo 5678 5833   Cowes 5952 3383   Grantville 5678 8773
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EROSION

The State Government has 
flagged geotextile bags and 
“modified groyne fields” as tem-
porary solutions to Silverleaves’ 
erosion emergency.

Following an “angry” com-
munity meeting in August where 
residents demanded answers to 
accelerating erosion, MP for Bass 
Jordan Crugnale has followed 
through on a promise to fast track 
short-term solutions, this month 
writing to Silverleaves residents 
to outline progress.

Ms Crugnale said unfunded 
options being considered by the 
Department of Energy, Environ-
ment and Climate Action (DEE-
CA) included geotextile bags for 
about 100 metres, in addition to 
strategic” beach nourishment 
(sand bulldozing), as well as 
“modifying groyne fields to sup-
port sustained sediment supply 
along the coastline”.

“I am working with the Minis-
ter and the Department to ensure 
this work is done quickly and I 
will update the community as our 
work continues throughout this 
process,” Ms Crugnale said.

“I know this is causing angst 
and stress for the Silverleaves 
community and I want to reassure 
everyone we are actively monitor-
ing this coastline, working across 
key agencies and with local coun-
cil and land managers to make 
sure Silverleaves is safe in the 
short term while we work on long 
term management options.”

Ms Crugnale said following a 
briefing by DEECA at the end of 

September, the State Government 
had been seeking funding sources 
internally and “approaching my 
Federal Government colleagues 
for potential avenues”.

“Any adaptation pathway be-
ing considered is complex and 
needs to be led by the experts,” 
she said adding it was critical not 
to “push the issue further down 
the coastline”.

“Please know that as your gov-
ernment representative, I am here 
to support, advocate and do my 
utmost to secure funding for any 
appropriate adaptation pathways 
and keep you updated as best I 
can.”

On September 17, DEECA 
also wrote to residents explain-
ing DEECA officers had met with 
consultants to examine options 
“with key consideration given to 
effectiveness in protecting the 
dune, potential flow-on effects 
to other areas further down the 
coast and cost”.

“Together with (consultants) 
FSC Range, DEECA and Bass 
Coast Shire as land managers 

are considering the options and 
working together to identify fund-
ing,” the DEECA email stated, 
also promising an update in about 
five weeks.

Reaction
Cowes East Foreshore Preven-
tative Action Group (CEFPAG) 
chair Ken Hailey welcomed that a 
“plan to urgently protect the area 
between the rock wall and Sand-
ers Road” had been developed.

“The destruction is worse by 
the week with more erosion and 
trees continuing to fall,” Ken said.

“I have asked DEECA to re-
lease the details of the protection 
measures to give comfort to the 
worst affected residents.

“Hopefully funding will be re-
solved quickly and the works can 
begin very soon.”

Resident Steve Lapin agreed, 
saying he supported geotextile 
sandbags as a temporary solu-
tion to the erosion hot spot next 
to Woodland Avenue, adding he 
hoped there would also be back 
filling behind the sandbags with 

sand and possibly rocks.
“I believe DEECA have settled 

on an action plan for this area but 
need government approval to re-
lease the plan to the public,” Steve 
said.

“I think the plan should be re-
leased so as to relieve the anxiety 
of the affected residents.

“I also think the plan should be 
released as an emergency action 
plan so there is no need for com-
munity consultation which could 
delay the process. We are losing 
more foreshore daily.”

Steve said he hoped securing 
funding for the project wouldn’t 
delay the process.

“All in all, I’m happy with the 
response from Jordan and DEE-
CA at this stage.”

Report
As reported, the Observation 
Point to Silverleaves: Gippsland 
West Coastal Processes Studies 
report was released in Septem-
ber, showing there may be “sig-
nificant loss” of private property 
and public assets at Silverleaves 

and an area of Cowes East in the 
short-term.

Written for DEECA by consul-
tants FSC Range, it states since 
2022 in a “hotspot” near Sanders 
Road, about 16 metres of fore-
shore has been lost to erosion.

Feedback on the study closed 
at the end of September and Ms 
Crugnale said DEECA was now 
considering community submis-
sions, which will ensure future 
management would be “guided 
by community priorities”.

The findings will be presented 
in November and an “adaption 
pathways” report released in Feb-
ruary.

Community consultation on 
this report is then expected to run 
in March and April 2025.

In May the findings from the 
community consultation will be 
released, before a final adaptation 
plan is released in July next year.

At the September public meet-
ing, DEECA Gippsland regional 
director Darrin McKenzie told 
attendees while a “nice technical 
report does not give you comfort” 
it nevertheless showed the ero-
sion was a “dynamic and rapidly 
changing” issue, which would see 
an adaptation plan by December, 
and required a longer term “pro-
cess that will take time”.

An attendee responded: “We 
don’t have time”.

Others agreed saying there 
was an “acute, immediate need 
to save and protect Woodland 
Avenue homes” and residents 
couldn’t wait for December.

Mr McKenzie then committed 
to providing faster measures.

Fast-tracked erosion controls

This diagram shows the probable diminishing future shoreline of Silverleaves if no solutions are implemented.
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This weekend, Phillip 
Island will host the 2024 
Australian Motorcycle 
Grand Prix.

Delays are likely heading to and 
from the island for the three-day 
event, running from Friday 18 to 
Sunday 20 October.

On Thursday 17 October, hundreds 
of motorcyclists will travel from  
San Remo to the Phillip Island 
Grand Prix Circuit for the 
Homecoming Ride.

Traffic restrictions and delays will 
apply on several roads during the 
event. Please observe signage and 
drive to the conditions.  

To ensure vehicles leave  
Phillip Island safely and efficiently 
on Sunday 20 October, the blue 
line road marking system will be 
in place.

The blue line adds an additional 
lane of traffic for vehicles exiting 
Phillip Island by utilising the 
emergency lane.

Drivers and riders have a shared 
responsibility in ensuring each 
other’s safety. If you’re travelling 
to the event, keep an eye out for 
changed traffic conditions, plan 
ahead and allow extra travel time.

Find out more
Real-time traffic conditions  
are available at traffic.transport.
vic.gov.au. 

The latest public transport 
information and network status  
is available at ptv.vic.gov.au  
or in the PTV mobile app.

Qatar Airways 
Australian Motorcycle 
Grand Prix 2024
18–20 October, Phillip Island
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MOTOGP 2024

MOTOGP

Members of the local SES are hosting a 
family friendly interactive stand at this 
year’s Australian MotoGP at Lukey’s 
Lawn.

“We’re encouraging everyone to come 
over and say hello to their local emergency 
responders from Phillip Island, San Remo, 
Inverloch and Leongatha,” said Bri Reid, 
Deputy Controller of the Phillip Island unit.

“You’ll be able to learn more about the 
emergency services VICSES provides in-
cluding flood and storm, land search and 

rescue, marine search and rescue, and 
road crash rescue.

“You can get hands on to understand 
dangers of flood waters and get some great 
tips on how to prepare yourself and your 
household for an emergency.”

There will be a rescue boat, rescue ve-
hicles, equipment displays, interactive 
games, a kids’ play truck, colouring, and 
more at the stand.

“Come past, say hello, and pick up your 
free Flood and Storm Emergency chart to 
help prepare your household for an emer-
gency,” said Bri.

COMMUNITY

This Saturday, October 
19, the MotoGP gets a 
sweet treat, with the an-
nual Cowes CWA cake 
stall.

The cake stall runs 
from 9 am until 1pm and 
will be stocked with the 
usual CWA range of deli-
cious home-made cakes, 
biscuits, slices and pre-
serves. Make sure you 

drop by and pick up a 
treat.

The window of the 
CWA shop in Thompson 
Avenue is looking spec-
tacular again in readiness 
for the MotoGP and the 
annual cake stall.

“We’re a vibrant, phil-
anthropic organisation 
of women supporting 
women, children and 
families right across Vic-
toria and proceeds from 

our event will once again 
go to supporting charity,” 
a spokesperson for the 
branch said.

“We cook, we craft and 
we advocate for change, 
while always remaining 
relevant.”

Members would love to 
see you on Saturday, any-
time in the shop during 
opening hours, or at their 
next meeting on Thurs-
day November 7 at 11am.

MOTOGP

For the past three decades, members of St 
Philip’s Anglican church and supporters 
have been serving up delicious and hearty 
breakfasts during the four days of the Mo-
toGP.

This year is no exception.
Organisers said supplies have been or-

dered, volunteer rosters filled out and they 
are ready to go. All they need are hungry 
fans to fill the seats.

With a keen eye on the rising cost of liv-
ing, the team has kept the breakfast price 
at a very reasonable $20 for a full break-
fast. That includes cereal, porridge, juice, 

toast, eggs, bacon, sausages and baked 
beans – more than enough to fuel you 
through a day of high action on the track.

Breakfast is served at the Parish Hall, 
102 Thompson Avenue (opposite Bernin-
neit) from 7am to 10.30am from Friday 
October 20 through to Monday October 23.

“Every year we are delighted to see re-
peat customers and enjoy meeting new-
comers, offering a warm welcome to our 
wonderful island,” organisers said.

Everyone is welcome to attend – you 
don’t need to own a bike.

The breakfast is a major fundraiser for 
the church, providing funds for the hall’s 
upkeep.

The $20 hearty breakfast at St Philip’s Anglican church during the MotoGP is popular with fans, who 
fuel up before heading to the track.

Top value breakfast for fans

The window of the CWA shop in Thompson Avenue is looking spectacular again in readiness for the 
MotoGP and Saturday’s cake stall.

Cowes CWA MotoGP cake stall

SES at the track
Members of the local SES are hosting a family friendly interactive stand at this year’s Australian 
MotoGP at Lukey’s Lawn.

Local emergency responders from Phillip Island, San Remo, Inverloch and Leongatha will be at the 
SES stand at this year’s MotoGP
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RESCUE

Around eight people were res-
cued from a rip in a mass citi-
zen’s rescue at Smiths Beach on 
October 3, as surfers say they 
are the “forgotten frontline” of 
water safety.

The rescue followed the Rip 
Curl GromSearch event, but 
the persons rescued were not 
believed to be connected to the 
surfing competition.

Cahill Bell-Warren, Head of 
Sport Development at Surfing 
Victoria, rescued a mother and 
son from the water.

The competition had finished 
for the day, when at around 
4.30pm Cahill heard a commo-
tion down on the beach.

“There was a bunch of people 
on the beach yelling and there 
was a bunch of people in the wa-
ter clearly in distress,” Cahill said.

“So myself and a couple of 
other parents from the surf 
comp ended up having to strip 
down in our jocks and jump in.”

According to the Surfing Vic-
toria High Performance coach, 
the response time from the “first 
yell” to when 10-12 bystanders 
entered the water was “less than 
a minute”.

Cahill said when he reached 
the mother and son they were in 
a “pretty bad way” and clearly 
incapable of getting themselves 
back to shore.

The pair had been dragged 
out by a rip at low-tide and were 
sharing a bodyboard to stay 
afloat. After calming the pair 
down, Cahill gave his board 
(which he had borrowed from a 
competitor) to the mother, and 
then manually dragged the son 
on their bodyboard to a bank 
where he was able to walk in.

Cahill said were it not for the 
event and all the surfers present, 
there simply wouldn’t have been 
enough people to perform the 
mass rescue, which could have 
easily ended in “tragedy”.

“If the (Rip Curl GromSearch) 

event wasn’t there, I don’t think 
there would have been enough 
people on hand that knew what 
they were doing,” said Cahill.

Not the first,  
not the last time
Cahill said the very near mass-
drowning was another “classic 
example” of when surfers be-
come first responders on unpa-
trolled beaches and spoke about 
the toll it takes.

“Beaches aren’t patrolled that 
often in Victoria; fortunately we 
were able to provide a safe and 
successful citizen’s rescue. For-
tunately, there was no fatality 
(this time) like there has been in 
the past. 

“I’ve got personal connec-
tions to people who’ve been in-
volved in rescues with fatalities, 
and it’s a lot of emotion strain on 
those crew,” Cahill said.

“They’re just trying to have 
a good day, go surfing, and the 
next thing you know they’re in-
volved in a rescue, and it can be 
quite confronting.

“It’s not the first time there’ll 
be a surfer-led rescue at Phillip 
Island, (and) it’s certainly not 
going to be the last. Surfers are 

the forgotten frontline defence 
for water safety.”

Cahill credited much of his 
ability to perform the rescue to 
the education and training he’s 
received through Surfing Vic-
toria, noting while performing 
citizen rescues surfers often put 
themselves in great danger.

“As surfers, the main mes-
sage is we’re going to be on the 
front line. So the most impor-
tant thing to do is the training, 
so you can safely rescue crew if 
you ever need to, but do it safely 
and efficiently,” Cahill said.

Surfing Victoria offers Surf-
ers Rescue 24/7, a free board 
rescue and CPR course for all 
surfers and recreational water 
uses in Victoria. The course can 
be completed in-person, and on-
line at: surfingvic.com/surfers-
rescue-24-7.

Cahill recommended all surf-
ers complete the course, “be-
cause rescuing someone is quite 
a challenge, but can also be dan-
gerous to yourself.”

To beachgoers, Cahill said to 
“know your limits, prefer a pa-
trolled beach, never swim alone, 
and (to) ask a local” about spe-
cific beach conditions.

DROWNINGS

The Smiths Beachcomber As-
sociation (SBA) is calling for a 
roundtable of key stakeholders 
to reduce the risk of drowning at 
Smiths Beach, following a mass 
citizen’s rescue of around eight 
people on October 3.

Following the Rip Curl Grom-
Search competition two weeks 
ago, eight people unconnected 
to the event were rescued from 
a rip at low-tide by surfers and 
parents of those competing (see 
separate story).

The near mass-drowning 
prompted an emotional re-
sponse from residents, who said 
“not at all” to the question has 
enough been done to mitigate 
drowning on the island since the 
devastating Forrest Caves inci-
dent earlier this year. 

President of the SBA, Phil 
Dressing, called for a meeting of 
key stakeholders to discuss po-
tential options to curb drowning 
on the island.

“We have got to do something 
and the only way of coming up 
with valid actions is to sit around 
with key stakeholders and find 
potential solutions,” Phil said.

“I can’t live with myself if we 
do nothing, and a drowning oc-
curs 100 metres down the road.”

Unclear beach management
Phil Wright, Vice President of 
the SBA, was present on the day 
of the October 3 mass rescue.

Phil said there is a critical 
lack of responsibility when it 
comes to the safety management 
of beaches on the island.

“Who’s going to put their 
hand up, what (are we) going 
to do, and what is everyone’s 
responsibility,” the SMA Vice 
President questioned.

“Bearing in mind that four 
people drowned on the island 
last year, how have we improved 
beach management and safety? 
It’s disgraceful.”

Phil, a former councillor, said 
both Phillip Island Nature Parks 

and Bass Coast Shire Council 
had a responsibility to address 
beach safety and called for an 
“immediate meeting” of all in-
volved to ensure there are no fur-
ther drownings at Smiths Beach.

Woolamai Beach Surf Life-
saving Club (WBSLSC) Presi-
dent, Jason Close, confirmed no 
club members were involved in 
the citizen’s rescue.

“Unfortunately, it is becoming 
more common that people find 
themselves getting in trouble at 
beaches outside of the patrolled 
season,” Jason said.

“As a voluntary community 
organisation, we can’t be every-
where all the time. It’s also not 
viable for authorities to fund 
year-round mid-week lifeguard 
services.

“We would urge people to ex-
ercise caution and take respon-
sibility to avoid swimming at 
unpatrolled beaches.”

Phil Wright said risk is a mat-
ter of “likelihood and conse-
quence”.

“You get 200 people on the 
beach that afternoon, (and) 
the likelihood of someone who 
doesn’t know what they’re doing 
getting stuck is very high. And 
what about the consequence?”

Smiths Beach traffic
The President and Vice Presi-
dent of SBA also called for a 
“traffic management plan” to be 
discussed in the meeting with 
stakeholders.

Phil Wright said ambulance 
and first-responder vehicle ac-
cess to Smiths Beach is a genu-
ine concern to the community, 
especially during peak summer 
periods. 

The SBA Vice President said 
Smiths Beach accessibility via 
ambulance was “very poor”, not-
ing during summer especially 
the amount of people who park 
illegally.

“Everybody’s got their own 
little bit of safety to chew up and 
say ‘alright, I’ll put my hand up 
for that.”

Emotional residential call for 
beach safety to be addressed

“The forgotten frontline”: surfers 
perform mass citizen rescue

HOUSING

The State Government has 
committed $5 million towards 
health service accommodation 
in Bass Coast.

Member for Bass Jordan 
Crugnale announced Bass 
Coast Health has been success-
ful in the first round of the $150 
million Regional Worker Ac-
commodation Fund.

The health service will re-
ceive $5 million towards the $13 
million project that will deliver 
a purpose-built, hotel-style ac-
commodation facility on vacant 
land at the Wonthaggi Hospi-
tal for key health workers and 
their families.

“This project will increase 
the supply of accommodation 
for health workers, reduce Bass 
Coast Health’s reliance on leas-
ing other residential properties 
and hotel accommodation which 
in turn will free up housing sup-
ply for the broader rental market 
in our region,” said Ms Crugnale.

“As our community grows, 
so too does the need for health 
services and we want our com-
munity to get the care and sup-

port they need close to home.”
Acting Bass Coast Health 

CEO, Shaun Brooks, welcomed 
the announcement for the Staff 
Accommodation Facility (SAF) 
Project and reiterated the hous-
ing challenge for BCH as they 
expand health services.

“Like most regional health 
services, we have Melbourne-
based specialists and health 
workers come for two or more 
shifts.

“Offering local accommoda-
tion ensures we are able to offer 
many of these clinical services, 
including critical medical, nurs-
ing and allied health. Having 
the SAF onsite will also reduce 
travel time for on-call workers 
housed in other towns,” he said.

Mr Brooks also acknowl-
edged BCH had received excel-
lent support from Bass Coast 
Shire Council, Alfred Health, 
Jordan Crugnale MP and the 
Minister for Health.

“I’d like to thank them for 
helping us highlight the need 
for this facility which will ben-
efit our community by allow-
ing BCH to continue to provide 
high-quality healthcare closer 

to home. Together, we’ll make 
our vision for onsite staff hous-
ing a reality,” Mr Brooks said.

More than 20 projects were 
supported through the first 
round of the Regional Worker 

Accommodation Fund. For 
more information, visit rdv.vic.
gov.au/rwaf

Accommodation for health workers

The State Government has committed $5 million towards health service accommodation. At the BCH project site location 
(from left): Chris Peterson (Facilities Engineer), Carley Gilliland (Manager Medical Workforce), Shaun Brooks (Acting CEO) 
with Jordan Crugnale MP.

Around eight people were rescued from a rip in a mass citizen’s rescue at Smiths 
Beach on October 3, following the Rip Curl GromSearch event, as surfers say 
they are the “forgotten frontline” of water safety.
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Wonthaggi Mitsubishi 
346 Bass Highway, Wonthaggi VIC 3995
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Do your thing and do it in outlandish style. Reimagined, redesigned and remarkably redefined, the all-new Outlander
with Super-All Wheel Control* gives you the freedom to be yourself, wherever you want to be. Its powerful presence,

impressive stance and intuitive technology inspire confidence wherever the journey takes you.

*AWD models only. Conditions apply. Excludes Government, Rental and National Business customers. See Mitsubishi-motors.com.au for further details. 10 Year/200,000km New Car Warranty (whichever occurs first and when all scheduled services are completed at a Mitsubishi Dealership). 10 Year/150,000km Capped Price Servicing (whichever 
occurs first). Includes the first 10 regular services (at 15,000km/12 month scheduled intervals). Some items excluded or subject to separate warranty. Any non-regular service/repair items are at an additional cost, Servicing must be completed by a Mitsubishi Dealer within 7,500kms or 6 months of the service due date. Valid from date of vehicle 
registration. Always consult your authorised Mitsubishi Dealer for the latest details, options, availability and conditions on New Vehicle Warranty. Exceed model shown. MMA2307

XX STREET ST, SUBURB, STATE
HOMETOWNMITSUBISHI.COM.AU | 1300 911 850JA

22
56

6

Do your thing and do it in outlandish style. Reimagined, redesigned and remarkably redefined, the all-new Outlander
with Super-All Wheel Control* gives you the freedom to be yourself, wherever you want to be. Its powerful presence,

impressive stance and intuitive technology inspire confidence wherever the journey takes you.

*AWD models only. Conditions apply. Excludes Government, Rental and National Business customers. See Mitsubishi-motors.com.au for further details. 10 Year/200,000km New Car Warranty (whichever occurs first and when all scheduled services are completed at a Mitsubishi Dealership). 10 Year/150,000km Capped Price Servicing (whichever 
occurs first). Includes the first 10 regular services (at 15,000km/12 month scheduled intervals). Some items excluded or subject to separate warranty. Any non-regular service/repair items are at an additional cost, Servicing must be completed by a Mitsubishi Dealer within 7,500kms or 6 months of the service due date. Valid from date of vehicle 
registration. Always consult your authorised Mitsubishi Dealer for the latest details, options, availability and conditions on New Vehicle Warranty. Exceed model shown. MMA2307

XX STREET ST, SUBURB, STATE
HOMETOWNMITSUBISHI.COM.AU | 1300 911 850
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You could win a $5,000 Flight Centre Voucher*

Spring Super Sale

Plenty of stock • Great deals • Finance available

Purchase any New or Demonstrator vehicle from September 1 until October 31, 2024 to go into the draw.
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NEWS

PLANNING

The State Government has 
again extended the deadline for 
finalising the long-anticipated 
Distinctive Areas and Land-
scapes (DAL) project.

Bass Coast was declared a 
DAL in 2019, aiming to lock in 
town boundaries, and tighten 
planning controls to protect 
significant landscapes.

The DAL’s final hurdle, the 
Statement of Planning Policy 
(SPP), which must first be en-
dorsed, was expected last year 
but was extended to October 
this year.

Last week Member for Bass 
Jordan Crugnale MP said the 
draft SPP had again been given 
a year’s extension, but with the 
draft – as well as publicly-avail-
able details – to be finalised by 
next month (November).

The draft SPP will be en-
dorsed by public entities such 
as Bass Coast Shire, with the 
final public SPP expected in 
April 2025.

“Once the draft Bass Coast 
SPP is finalised in November I 
will have more to say to the Bass 
Coast community about the pro-
posed boundaries and outcomes 
of the plan,” Ms Crugnale said.

“I know how important this 
is and there is frustration that it 
is taking longer than expected, 
but I can assure everyone this 
is a priority for government 
and the work will be done.

“The Bass Coast SPP will 
safeguard environmental, 
landscape and cultural values 
and encourage good neigh-
bourhood design, while not 

putting communities in areas 
of environment risk.”

She said the SPP would pro-
vide a blueprint for the live-
ability of the Bass Coast for the 
next 50 years and ensure hous-
ing growth and infrastructure 
investment occurred in the 
right locations.

“Bass Coast has some of 
Victoria’s most stunning land-
scape and precious coastline 
– that’s why we’re protecting it 
for generations to come.”

As reported, in August Plan-
ning Minister Sonya Kilkenny 
refused to speculate on specif-
ics of the DAL’s final release 
when asked by the Advertiser.

“We are still working 
through it,” Ms Kilkenny said, 
putting an end to rumours the 
whole project had been shelved.

“I don’t have a timeline. It’s a 
priority. It will happen.”

As to why there had been such 
a significant delay, the Minister 
said it was a “complex matter”.

Impact
The final DAL will have a ma-
jor impact across Phillip Island, 
with developers hoping to get 
the green light for vast new 
housing developments at Cape 
Woolamai’s airport land, Ne-
whaven West, Smiths Beach, 
Ventnor and San Remo.

In February councillors vot-
ed on a submission, supplied by 
the Department of Planning, 
which provides new landscape 
details suggesting Ventnor and 
San Remo in particular could 
be expanded. 

Under the new details, 

San Remo looks set to almost 
double in size, with the town 
boundary extended through to 
Punchbowl Road.

And Ventnor west may be-
come another controversial 
battleground, with the govern-
ment potentially recommend-
ing expansion for housing, a 
move not supported by council.

The DAL delay is also impact-
ing current planning permits.

Just last month VCAT over-
turned Bass Coast Shire, to 
approve a home on Phillip Is-
land’s “state significant” south 
coastline, despite concerns 
about its visual impact.

The owner said “little weight” 
should be given to the State Gov-
ernment’s declaration of Bass 
Coast as a DAL, because it had 
not published its final report.

BUSINESS

There were about 50 people at 
the recent opening of mortgage 
brokers Yellow Brick Road Phil-
lip Island, at Vista Place in Cape 
Woolamai.

Special guest was founder 
and chairman Mark Bouris who 
made his first trip to Phillip Is-
land for the event.

The company offers a range 
of broking services, including 
home loans, commercial loans, 
personal and car loans and 
equipment finance.

The Phillip Island branch is 
owned by locals Joe and Allie 
Reilly.

The island’s 
Yellow  
Brick Road

The Yellow Brick Road Team (from left): 
Michelle Sargent, Martin Reidy, Chris 
Roccisano, Mark Bouris (founder and 
chair), Joe Reilly (owner), Warren West, 
Glen Edwards and Phil Elliot.

DAL delayed again, for a month

The final DAL will have a major impact across Phillip Island, with developers hoping to get the green light for vast new 
housing developments at Cape Woolamai’s airport land, Newhaven West, Smiths Beach, Ventnor and San Remo.
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An election is being held for Bass Coast Shire Council. 

Check the mail for your ballot pack
Ballot packs containing voting material were mailed to enrolled voters from 
Monday 7 October. 

This is a postal election only. 

If you do not receive your ballot pack by Tuesday 15 October please visit 
vec.vic.gov.au to complete the online replacement form, or call 131 832 to arrange a 
replacement.

Candidates
Candidates who have nominated for election are listed in the ballot packs and at 
vec.vic.gov.au 

A photo and candidate statement will also be included if provided by candidates. 
Responses to a candidate questionnaire, if provided, are available at vec.vic.gov.au

How to vote correctly
You must complete your ballot paper correctly for your vote to count. Put the number 
1 in the box next to the candidate you want to see elected, then number all the other 
boxes in order of your choice. You must number every box and only use each number 
once. 

How to return your ballot pack
Put your completed ballot paper in the ballot paper envelope, complete the 
declaration, then post it ASAP using the reply-paid envelope provided, or hand deliver 
it during election office hours to:

Old Post Office

74 McBride Avenue

Wonthaggi

Voting is compulsory
Voting is compulsory for all voters who were enrolled at 4 pm on Wednesday 7 August. 
This includes state-enrolled and council-enrolled voters. 

If you don’t vote and don’t have a valid excuse, you may be fined.

Your completed ballot pack must be in the mail or hand delivered 
by 6 pm Friday 25 October.

State-enrolled voters can register for free VoterAlert SMS and 
email reminders at vec.vic.gov.au

Bass Coast Shire Council postal election 
My council, my vote 

Authorised by S. Bluemmel, Electoral Commissioner, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria.

@electionsvicvec.vic.gov.au | 131 832 
For enquiries in languages other than English:

ខម្ែរ (Khmer) 9209 0192 한국어 (Korean) 9209 0194 македонски (Macedonian) 9209 0105 न ेपाल ी (Nepali) 9209 0163 9209 0195 (Persian) فارسی ภาษาไทย (Thai) 9209 0164
Türkçe (Turkish) 9209 0110 9209 0165 (Urdu) اردو Tiếng Việt (Vietnamese) 9209 0111 All other non-English languages 9209 0112

Hrvatski (Croatian) 9209 0102 9209 0193 (Dari) دری Thuɔŋjäŋ (Dinka) 9209 01119 Ελληνικά (Greek) 9209 0103
ی

9209 0162 (Hazaragi) آزرگی Italiano (Italian) 9209 0104
廣東話 (Cantonese) 9209 0101ي عربي� (Arabic) 9209 0100 ܐܵܵܬܘܿܿܪܵܝܵܵܵܐ (Assyrian) 9209 0160 ျမနမ္ာ (Burmese) 9209 0161 简体中文 (Mandarin) 9209 0106
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BAY

Today, chatting to Western Port 
Ferries captain Leon Lever in his 
cabin on the MV Naturaliste, con-
ditions on the bay are perfect: no 
wind, blue sky, waveless water.

“Days like this I can relax,” 
Leon says, looking out to the 
Mornington Peninsula across to 
French Island, admitting his of-
fice is the envy of many.

“But,” he adds, “on rough days 
it can be mentally draining.

“That requires a lot more con-
centration.”

Western Port’s ferry trips 
between Phillip Island, French 
Island and Stony Point, operate  
seven days a week, mid-week 
6.30am-8pm and on weekends 
7am-7pm.

The MV Naturaliste – a 95-
seat catamaran with 380 horse-
power – uses about 400 litres of 
petrol a day ferrying passen-
gers that include French Island 
school children, to Phillip Island 
tourists who catch a Melbourne 

train to meet the vessel.
Given the demands of the job, 

Leon says the captain’s role is 
four days on and four days off, 
“just to ease the fatigue”.

“When I’m behind the wheel, 
I’m always thinking ahead to the 
next jetty so it’s safe.

“On a good day on the bay, 
there can be 200 boats out, 
scooting around and across you.

“On rough days you’re trying 
to make it as comfortable as pos-
sible for passengers. The north-
erly winds are the worst days 
and probably the most difficult 
jetty to berth is Phillip Island be-
cause it is the most exposed.

“When it’s a north-westerly, 
a two-to-three-foot swell rolls 
down the bay and hits the Cow-
es jetty and bangs the ferry into 
it. Any wind from the south is 
best at Cowes.”

Leon says there have even 
been instances when the stern 
line has snapped at Cowes  
because of conditions and as 
a result in bad weather they  

now double the line.
Leon is armed with the best 

technology available: GPS, ra-
dar (which helps on foggy days), 
wind speed, and tides.

But after six years working 
these waters, it is his intuition 
and knowledge that often kick 
in when the going gets rough.

“There are so many combi-
nations and variations of wind 
and tide at each jetty,” said the 
46-year-old father-of-three.

“Things can change in 15 
minutes. Even on the way to 
Phillip Island conditions can 
change and I arrive and it’s too 
dangerous to berth.

“These days I can read the 
conditions. I know on certain 
tides the wind will back off.”

Western Port Ferries has re-
duced cancelled trips consider-
ably, but Leon said if at all un-
certain he will warn passengers 
that if they get on the ferry, they 
may not have a return journey.

“Cancelled trips are most diffi-
cult for Phillip Island because it’s 

a long way around. For French Is-
land residents, most of them know 
someone they can stay with in 
Melbourne or on the Peninsula.”

Generally, 25-30 knot winds 
is “borderline and discretion-
al on the captain”, but if it’s a 
northerly, a trip to Phillip Island 
will most likely be cancelled.

Sights to see
The MV Naturaliste was built in 
2017 for Western Port and is run 
by the operators of the Queen-
scliff to Sorrento ferry service.

It is named after French ship 
Le Naturaliste, which was cap-
tained by Jacques Hamelin who 
named French Island in 1802.

The vessel has two captains: 
Leon job-shares the role with 
Daniel Russell, who has been in 
the job under a year.

Leon, born and bred on the 
Mornington Peninsula, is now 
living at Blairgowrie, and came 
to the Western Port Ferries role 
after 30 years in the industry.

Even as a school child Leon 

worked on fishing charters and 
dolphin swims, then later in his 
career worked on prawn, scal-
lop and spanner crab trawlers in 
Queensland.

He says perched up in the cap-
tain’s cabin, he has a bird’s eye 
view of the bay and constantly 
sees seals, penguins, dolphins 
and, in winter, whales.

“The most beautiful times are 
the sunrise and the sunset.”

He knows all the French Island 
residents and has regular senior 
passengers who take advantage 
of free weekend travel to go via 
train and ferry to Cowes for lunch.

And he meets the odd celeb-
rities, including The Block crew 
and former footballer Dermott 
Brereton who occasionally plays 
cricket at the French Island pitch.

“I never get bored. Even going 
to the same office, it’s different 
every day, different conditions, 
people, marine life.

“I love being on the water. 
There are not many better plac-
es to work.”

FEATURE

Meet Western Port’s ferry captain
Western Port Ferries captain Leon Lever has been in the role six years. More 
photos at pisra.com.au

Western Port’s ferry services trips between Phillip Island, French Island and Stony Point, operate seven days a week. 
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PICAL

The news of PICAL’s insolven-
cy saw hundreds of responses 
from local residents on social 
media, many wanting to know 
how this could happen, while 
others offered to run fundrais-
ing campaigns to keep services 
operating.

There was also speculation a 
group of locals was planning to 
continue services or establish a 
new not-for-profit organisation.

Here is just a sample of some 
of the responses:

Deb Leonard, Member for 
Monash candidate: “With the 
rising costs of living and hous-
ing crisis, more and more fami-
lies and individuals in our com-
munity are struggling to make 
ends meet. But we as a com-
munity are strong, and we will 
always look after one another.”

Jo: “We should be coming 
together to campaign the local 
and state government to help 
bail out PICAL to ensure we 
can keep supporting vulnerable 
members of our island.”

Monica: “They helped us so 
much in the past, and so now 
we are happy to help in return. 
Even happy to set up the food-
bank somewhere else up if 
needed.”

Belinda: “It would be good to 
have the answers as to why they 
were being underpaid for years. 
Someone needs to be held ac-
countable for this essential ser-
vice to be closed.”

Denise: “It is an organisa-
tion that is important and vital 
to a lot of people living on the 
island.”

Vanna: “The very nature 
of being a not-for-profit group 
means they are not going to 
hang on to cash in the bank 
when there are hungry people 
who need assistance. Whatev-
er they receive in donations or 
goods they pass on quickly be-
cause there is so much need in 
the community. It doesn’t have 
to be catastrophic if the situa-
tion moving forward is handled 
with clarity and transparency.”

Narelle: “Any funds PICAL 
now finds, now it is under ad-
ministration, will be directed 
towards repaying its debt. The 
idea of a community funded 
food bank, of whatever you be-
lieve to be the neediest of these 
services, most likely has merit. 
Maybe another island not-for-
profit or charity.”

While PICAL’s insolvency 
has shocked the community, it 
is not the first time a charity has 
underpaid staff.

According to a review by the 
Australian Charities and Not-
for-profits Commission, larger 
charities were struggling to 
adjust to financial reporting re-
quirements with nearly a third 
making mistakes when report-
ing the pay of senior staff.

The charity watchdog review 
found 28 per cent of large chari-
ties made errors in reporting 
management personnel remu-
neration in the 2022 reporting 
year.

And Pro Bono Australia re-
ported that in 2018 Red Cross 
Australia was in the spotlight 
for incorrectly paying its work-

ers based on assumptions about 
the award, enterprise agree-
ment, and classification of roles.

In 2019, World Vision Aus-
tralia owed 200 casuals and 45 
permanent staff money because 
there had been an error in de-
termining the correct award for 
employees.

More recently RSPCA NSW 
agreed to back pay staff more 
than $220,000 because of a pay-
roll error.

Pro Bono Australia said none 
of the charities underpaid staff 
on purpose, adding insiders 
say the problem could be wide-
spread, but under the radar, be-
cause “they don’t want to risk the 
reputational damage”, and “pay-
ing staff is actually a complex 
and constantly moving beast”.

TOURISM

Phillip Island Nature Parks still 
has no plans for a replacement 
attraction to the now closed 
Antarctic Journey at the Nob-
bies Centre.

In January, the Antarctic 
Journey closed due to “ongo-
ing technical issues” and last 
week the Nature Parks board 
endorsed the appointment of a 
contractor to carry out critical 
repairs on the Nobbies Centre.

Nature Parks infrastructure 
and planning general manager 
Jarvis Weston said they would 
soon start long term planning 
for the site as part of a broad-
er refresh to the Summerland 

Peninsula Master Plan.
“There are no plans for the 

site as yet, however, options 
will be developed and explored 
through consultation with key 
stakeholders including the local 
community,” Jarvis said.

He said the centre’s mainte-
nance and repair work was ex-
pected to run over the next nine 
months and would include re-
pairs and maintenance to struc-
tural steel elements, rust treat-
ments, painting, stormwater 
systems, eaves, facias, plumb-
ing and electrical services. 

“The works will be coordi-
nated to minimise any impacts 
to operations and visitation to 
the site,” he said.

The Antarctic Journey ran 
for eight years and when an-
nouncing its closure Nature 
Parks CEO Catherine Baster-
field said “we now have an ex-
citing opportunity to plan for 
a new chapter in the life of the 
Nobbies Centre”.

Technical issues with the 
equipment that ran the show 
had been apparent for some 
time.

“The challenges posed by the 
ongoing failure of equipment, 
along with the age and condi-
tion of the remaining functional 
equipment has led us the make 
the decision to close the Antarc-
tic Journey permanently,” she 
said at the time.

While the Nobbies Centre is about to get a nine-month makeover, there are  
no plans for the area that previously ran as the Antarctic Journey and closed 
in January.

Nobbies makeover, but no plans for new attraction

Community 
responds

PICAL not the first charity to err

PICAL services will continue
From page 1

“Although program delivery 
may be limited in the short term 
under NHG’s coordination, the 
primary focus will remain on 
providing access to vital com-
munity services,” she said.

“NHG is working closely with 
PICAL to address its financial 
challenges and explore alterna-
tive solutions to maintain essen-
tial community services.”

Ms Halloran-Lavelle said fol-
lowing discussions with Bass 
Coast Shire CEO Greg Box, 
council will provide access to 
PICAL’s Warley Avenue head-
quarters and the Settlement 
Road community garden “to 
support NHG and ensure conti-
nuity of service if needed”.

“NHG is dedicated to support-
ing the Phillip Island community 
through these challenging times.

“Our priority will be to sus-
tain essential services and pro-
vide the necessary support to 
navigate these changes.”

Although unconfirmed by the 
PICAL Committee of Manage-
ment, it is understood key play-
ers are keen to see a new not-for-
profit organisation set up after 
the November meeting.

The Advertiser understands 
the debt is more than $250,000 
and as previously reported, 
dates back more than 10 years 
but is not a result of fraud or 
misappropriation of money.

Recap
Debts have been mounting up 
because of “incorrect classifi-

cations” of job roles of past and 
current employees – believed to 
number more than 20 – “which 
led to some individuals being 
paid on an incorrect pay scale”, 
according to PICAL Commit-
tee of Management president 
Graeme Turner.

PICAL currently employs 
centre manager David Rooks 
– also a Bass Coast Shire coun-
cillor who is re-standing in the 
council elections at the end of 
October – for what is believed 
to be 30 hours per week, as well 
as a finance officer for one day a 
week, and a cleaner.

“PICAL would like to empha-
sise it is both illegal and against 
the responsibilities of the Com-
mittee of Management to con-
tinue trading when we cannot 
meet, or demonstrate the ability 
to meet, our debts,” Mr Turner 
said.

“Despite our best efforts to re-
solve this historic issue, we are 
compelled by law to make this 
incredibly difficult decision.”

Mr Turner explained enter-
prise agreements PICAL entered 
into with staff a decade ago 
“were quite generic and open to 
interpretation, which contrib-

uted to the error that persisted 
undetected over the years”.

“This has led to a significant 
debt that PICAL is unable to pay.

“It is important to note that 
this was an administrative in-
accuracy and not the result of 
management, misappropriation 
or fraudulent behaviour by any-
one involved with PICAL.

“While there are no current 
demands for payment, these 
historic debts are so significant 
that they far exceed PICAL’s fi-
nancial reserves or capacity to 
repay, thus making PICAL tech-
nically insolvent.”

How could this happen? PICAL Committee of Management President Graeme 
Turner said debts have been mounting up because of “incorrect classifications” 
of job roles of past and current employees.

Neighbourhood Houses Gippsland said it is working closely with PICAL to address its financial challenges and looking at 
ways to maintain essential services.
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LITERATURE

Multi-award-winning author 
Jock Serong is the guest speak-
er at a Literary Luncheon to be 
held at the Phillip Island Winery 
on Friday October 25.

Focus of the afternoon will 
be Jock’s latest release Cherry-
wood, but will include insights 
into his early days on Phillip  
Island, where he learned to surf.

Cherrywood is described in 
reviews as a wildly imaginative, 
intricately woven tale; and Jock, 
its author, as an exceptionally 
gifted writer.

It begins in Edinburgh, in 
1916, when Thomas Wren-
fether, a rich Scottish industri-
alist, is offered the opportunity 
to take on a startling project – 

construction of a paddle steam-
er from European cherrywood; 
taking readers through the de-
cades onto Melbourne in the 
1990s.

Jock Serong is the acclaimed 
author of Quota, winner of the 
2015 Ned Kelly Award for Best 
First Fiction; The Rules of Back-
yard Cricket, shortlisted for the 
2017 Victorian Premier’s Award 
for Fiction, finalist of the 2017 
MWA Edgar Awards for Best 
Paperback Original, and finalist 
of the 2017 Indie Book Awards 
Adult Mystery Book of the Year; 
and On the Java Ridge, which 
won the Colin Roderick Award 
and, internationally, the inaugu-
ral Staunch Prize (UK), and was 
shortlisted for the 2018 Indie 
Awards.

He has won praise for his tril-
ogy of historical novels Pres-
ervation; The Burning Island, 
which earned him the ARA His-
torical Novel Prize and the His-
toria Award for Historical Crime 
Fiction (France); and The Settle-
ment, which was shortlisted for 
the Voss Prize and the ARA His-
torical Novel Prize.

The opportunity to enjoy an 
afternoon with Jock Serong is 
not to be missed by lovers of liter-
ature, and everyone who would 
like to attend is very welcome.

Signed books will be avail-
able for purchase.

Tickets, through Try Book-
ing, are $50 and include lunch, 
drink on arrival and a very en-
tertaining afternoon.

www.trybooking.com/CVCSE

FUNDRAISER

Stephen Davie, who heads the 
Growing Cambodia committee 
on Phillip Island, has thanked 
everyone who supported the 
Growing Cambodia Trivia night 
on the weekend.

Over $25,000 was raised 
which will go to support a school 
first established by Stephen and 
his committee, to provide educa-
tional opportunities for children 
in Cambodia.

The winning team was aptly 
named First Place thanks large-
ly to the performance of Tori 
Cleeland who won extra points 
for her team with her “Raygun” 
imitation in the final.

“The Phillip Island communi-
ty has done it again, with some 
help from supporters travelling 
down from Melbourne,” said a 
delighted Stephen on Monday.

“The incredible generosity by 
our supporters resulted in Grow-
ing Cambodia raising $25,085 at 
the annual fundraiser held at 
Berninneit on Saturday night.

“With Warren Davie and Ash 
Read hosting trivia and games, 
it was a very relaxed, comfort-
able and fun evening for every-
one at the new facility, with over 
200 supporters dancing and lis-
tening to the sounds of the fabu-
lous Laing Brothers, in between 
trivia questions and games.

“Thank you to everyone for 
coming along. Your support helps 
over 800 students in four rural 
Cambodian villages be taught 

English by 15 local teachers.
“Seventeen students under-

taking a variety of courses are 
also sponsored at various uni-
versities in Cambodia. By offer-
ing these educational programs, 
students undertaking them then 
have the opportunities to earn 
higher incomes and experience 
a better and more sustainable 
quality of life.”

Donations can still be made 
direct to Growing Cambo-
dia’s bank account: 633 000 
150148583, or make a donation 
at www.growingcambodia.org.
au/donate/

COMMUNITY

Norris and Elsie Gresham cel-
ebrated their 70th wedding an-
niversary at Mario’s Restaurant 
in San Remo this month, sur-
rounded by their family.

The happy couple met at the 
Lido Ballroom Dance Studio 
in Collins Street Melbourne, 
where Norry danced and taught 
five to six days per week – in ad-
dition to his day job.

Norry was immediately in-
terested, but Elsie thought he 
was a bit loud and over enthu-
siastic. Clearly persistence pays 
off as they married on October 
9, 1954 at the Methodist Church 
in Richmond.

The young newlyweds 

moved around, but eventually 
bought land and built a house 
at Wonga Park, later moving 
to Wandin North, Ringwood 
and finally settling at Phillip 
Island nearly 40 years ago. El-
sie worked at Rose lodge, then 
Griffiths Point Lodge for 12 
years prior to retiring. Norry 
worked at Rodane Hardware in 
Wonthaggi for a few years after 
the move, whilst renovating the 
family home.

Retirement is full of activity, 
with Norry assisting with the 
initial set up of the Men’s Shed 
in Cowes, sourcing equipment 
donations and keeping an eye 
on the actual setup.

Norry continues his asso-
ciation with the RSL, but with 

the more social aspects of the 
monthly servicemen’s morning 
get together and as a venue for 
the Probus Aviation Group.

Elsie loved the line dancing 
that she did for 15 years and 
was an active member of the 

local Country Women’s Asso-
ciation, initially at Grantville 
then for 12 years at the Cow-
es Branch. Elsie and Norry 
were foundation members of 
the Cowes Probus Club and 
continue to enjoy many of the 

associated activities, such as  
the Wine Appreciation Group 
outings.

When asked about the secret 
to this longevity, the happy cou-
ple responded “support, under-
standing and love”.

A 70th celebration

Celebrating Elsie and Norris Gresham’s 70th wedding anniversary. Front: Andrew Urbas, Elsie Gresham (nee Robert-
son), Norris/Norry Gresham, Susan Barrie-Gresham, Callista Barrie-Gresham, Cathy Gresham. Back: Robert Gresham, 
Gary Gresham, Jeremy Alfonso-Hine, Kiana Barrie-Gresham, Greg Tingate.

Lunch with Jock Serong
Cambodia trivia 
night raises $25,000

The winning team First Place is congratulated by trivia host Warren Davie 
(centre). Bottom from left: Trevor Ryan, Tori Cleeland, Clarrie Cleeland, Todd 
Cleeland, Meaghan Ryan, Rachel Mitchelson Hall and Angus Hall.

Growing Cambodia committee member 
Sigrid Tucker checks a winning ticket 
held by Tim O’Brien, an Island Ward 
candidate in the current municipal 
elections, at the trivia night. Tim is 
hoping his luck continues when the 
election results are announced in two 
weeks’ time.

ENVIRONMENT

Last month, the Advertiser 
spoke to 15-year-old Mili Janjic 
about her campaign to clean up 
the island’s beaches.

The aspiring marine biologist 
wants to dedicate her life to pro-
tecting our oceans. She has re-
cently created an Instagram ac-

count to document her journey.
The Instagram account, _ma-

rine_mili will include posts of 
the content she’s found during 
her beach clean ups.

If you’d like to follow her 
progress, or join her campaign 
to improve our beaches, follow 
her on Instagram @_marine_
mili.

Multi-award-winning author Jock Serong will be the guest speaker at a Literary Luncheon to be held at the Phillip Island 
Winery on Friday October 25. Tickets at trybooking.com.

Follow the clean up
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MOVIE

The Phillip Island Movie 
Club presents the 2024 
film Touch as its film for 
October.

The Icelandic drama, 
directed by Baltasar Kor-
makur will screen at 7pm 
on October 23 at Bernin-
neit.

The story relates to a 
widower Kristofer (Egill 
Olafsson) who sets off 
from Iceland on a seem-
ingly impossible mission 
after he visits his doctor 
to talk about some dimin-
ishing of his memory and 
fine motor skills. The doc-
tor gently suggests that 
this might be a time for 
Kristofer to consider any 
unfinished business or 
any unresolved issues he 
may wish to address while 
he still can.

Decades earlier, the 
young Kristofer (Palmi 
Kormakur) met his first 
love, Miko (Koki), in Lon-
don. Kristofer is a student 
of economics and decides 
– as part-commitment to 
the working class, part-
whim, part-dare – to give 
up his studies and work 
in a Japanese restaurant. 
And it’s there he meets 
Miko, the owner’s daugh-
ter, and romance blos-
soms. Then she disap-
pears without trace. All 
these decades later, with 
limited time left, Kristofer 
ends up in Covid-affected 
London and tries to track 

her down, eventually lead-
ing him to Japan and an 
astonishing discovery.

The film is based on the 
bestseller Touch by Olafur 
Johann Olafsson and is a 
deeply moving, delicate 
and spellbinding romance. 
A heart-wrenching love 
story and unashamedly 
emotional but also an ab-
sorbing mystery.

Although the story 
seems simple, initially, 
it covers memory, age-
ing, loss, but also covers 
cross cultural romance in 
a time when the memory 
of WWII was still very 
present for all the counties 
involved in the film. The 
film goes back and forth 
in time from the present 

to the 60s in London, so it 
also covers lots of the is-
sues around Covid.

The film will start at 
7pm and members should 
prebook their seat prior to 
the night as bookings are 
already high. Booking de-
tails were sent a few weeks 
ago and if you haven’t got 
them you can call or drop 
in to Berninneit and book.

All PIMC films are now 
members only events, so 
please bring your mem-
bership card and proof of 
booking.

The film screening 
starts at 7pm, and runs for 
two hours. It is rated MA.

PIMC’s November film, 
There’s Still Tomorrow, 
will screen on November 6.

Phillip Island is 
springing to life
Welcome new life on the 
island at the Penguin Parade, 
Koala Conservation Reserve 
and all the farm excitement 
on Churchill Island. 

SAVE with a 3 Parks Pass
BOOK NOW 
penguins.org.au   
03 5951 2830
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Once upon an Island
Stories and Legends from the 
Early Days of Phillip Island

Over the Bridge
Farms and Restaurants 
of Phillip Island and Beyond
Over the Bridge captures in stories, pictures 
and recipes a snapshot of the land and sea:  
the work and lives of farmers, producers, 
anglers amd chefs, spanning across both 
Phillip Island and the coastal mainland 
fringe south-east of Melbourne.

A collection of stories covering the period 
from 1868 when Phillip Island was first 
opened for selection until the present day.

Once upon an Island

Over the Bridge

Available at the Phillip Island & San Remo Advertiser, 
60 Chapel Street Cowes, Turn The Page bookshop 
and selected retailers.
Call us for wholesale pricing: (03) 59 523 201

RRP: $45

RRP: $45

Available at the Phillip Island & San Remo Advertiser, Available at the Phillip Island & San Remo Advertiser, 

Once upon an Island
Stories and Legends from the 
Early Days of Phillip Island
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THE PULSE

CAMERA CLUB

The Phillip Island Camera Club (PICC) 
held its first Walking for Wellness on Fri-
day October 4 at Churchill Island as part 
of the Victorian Seniors Festival. Thank-
fully the rain held off for the 14 partici-
pants who with cameras in hand, had over 
an hour to explore, discover and record all 
that the historic precinct has to offer. 

President of PICC, Graeme Lawry, 
who organised the event, thanked the 
members of Friends of Churchill Island 
who dressed in costume to provide some 
extra atmosphere by playing the piano in 
Amess House and demonstrated fleece 
spinning using a spinning wheel under a 
tree in the beautiful cottage garden.

Monthly Photography Walks for Well-
ness were started in 2019 in Melbourne 

by photographer, Craig Wetjen, who cre-
ated the book ‘Men and their Sheds’. Re-
search has shown that exercise combined 
with photography, interacting with oth-
ers and engaging with the world around 
us can have a positive impact on personal 
wellbeing.

Participants meet in a designated loca-
tion, are given a theme, walk and photo-
graph the surroundings for 50 minutes 
or so and meet back with the group for 
morning tea to share their experiences. 
The theme at Churchill Island was ‘His-
toric’ combined with ‘Up close’.

The Camera Club plans to continue 
holding Photography Walking for Well-
ness events in the future and hopes even 
more locals will participate. If interested, 
please contact phillipislandcameraclub@
gmail.com or phone 0407 092 352.

Photography Walking for 
Wellness a great success

The Phillip Island Movie Club presents the 2024 film Touch at 7pm 
on October 23 at Berninneit.

Get in Touch at Berninneit

The inaugural Phillip Islland Camera Club ‘Photographic Walk for Wellness’ group after a Churchill 
Island sojourn. From left, Rear: Dave Morgan, Brenda Berry, Gary Parnell, Graeme Lawry, Rob McKay. 
Front: Faye Morgan, Lorraine Tran, Jon Hogan, Annie Duncan, Brian Asbury, Karen Cashen, Rae Lawry.

Walk attendees were treated to a fascinating blacksmith demonstration. Some keen photographers 
also got down low to photograph the local barnyard residents.
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This is a free event - Bookings essential!

Unlocking the potential of wastewater lagoons and farm dams: 
opportunities for nutrient removal and greenhouse gas reduction.

Hear from the project team behind Westernport Water’s floating 
wetlands pilot project as they share preliminary research findings. 
Learn about sustainable farm dams from scientist at RMIT University and 
the role they play for biodiversity and the carbon cycle.   

Date: 24th October 2024 

Time: 10.00am - 1.00pm 

Cowes Wastewater Treatment Plant, Pyramid Rock Rd

Morning tea provided

For further details

westernportwater.com.au

Floating Wetlands 
Community Event
24 October 2024

Supported by:

Bookings
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THE PULSE

JAZZ

The Phillip Island Jazz Club 
presents Steve Temple at this 
week’s Sunday Jazz Club, on 
October 20.

“Steve Temple is excited to be 
coming back to play at his favou-
rite Jazz Club and we are just as 
excited that he will be back,” said 
a club spokesperson.

Steve will be playing cornet 
and his backing group will be Lin 
Wallace on drums, James Clark 
on bass, Will Purcell on banjo, 
Callum Mintzis on trombone and 
Cam Robbins on clarinet. 

“The quality of this group is 

unquestioned. Each member of 
the group are talented individu-
als who come with a reputation 
of fine musicianship.”

The show is at the usual ven-
ue, Phillip Island Bowling Club, 
40 Dunsmore Road, in Cowes.

However there is a new start-
ing time, with the event running 
from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, to allow 
the band and patrons easier ac-
cess off the island due to the Mo-
toGP.

Tickets are $20 for Jazz Club 
Members and $25 for visitors.

For more information, please 
ring Robin on 0432 814 407 or 
Jill on 0417 416 300.

COMMUNITY

It is World Food Day on October 
16 and CWA Branches across 
Victoria will be collecting non-
perishable food to be distributed 
through local food pantries.

Food security has been iden-
tified by members statewide as 
one of the key areas to advocate 
for, working with charities such 
as Second Bite and assisting 
those most vulnerable in local 
communities.

CWA Phillip Island Twilight 
Branch has been stocking a 
dedicated space in the Myli Li-
brary at Berninneit for the past 
six months.

“This has proven to be a valu-
able resource for our vulnerable 
mums and bubs in our commu-
nity, providing items such as 
baby needs – nappies, wet ones, 
dummies, toothpaste and brush-
es, and care products for mums 
like shampoo, conditioner, per-
sonal protection, lip balm and 
deodorant,” said Sally Ann Mat-
thews, the branch president.

“We also provide ingredients 
for healthy quick meals. Many 
members of the public have 
asked if they can assist in stock-
ing the cupboard, and we are 
pleased to welcome donations 
on World Food Day on Wednes-
day October 16.”

There will be a dedicated 
table set up at the library in 
Berninneit and members of 
the community are welcome to 
leave donations there.

The CWA Twilight Branch 
will also be collecting on Thurs-
day October 17. Please do not 
leave perishable items.

Suggested items can include:
Personal Care
• Pads, tampons, shampoo, con-

ditioner, moisturiser, deodor-
ant

Children’s care
• Toothpaste, toothbrushes, bath 

bubbles, shampoo, sun protec-
tion cream, wet wipes, nappies

Food items
• Cruskits, rice cakes, rice, pasta, 

tinned tuna, WeetBix, Oats
“We particularly provide food 

items where mums can make 
healthy meals for their chil-
dren, rather than premade food 
items,” said Sally Ann.

“On this day we also welcome 
books suitable for two- and 
three-year-olds. These will be 
distributed by the Bass Coast 
Maternal and Child Health 
nurses to nurture reading in the 
families they visit.

“We are grateful for the sup-
port of Myli Community Li-
brary and our partnership with 
Bass Coast Maternal and Child 
Health Service,” she continued.

“Come and meet us and chat 
with us about joining CWA and 
making a difference to vulner-
able women, children and fami-
lies.” 

CWA calls for donations

On World Food Day (October 16) CWA Phillip Island Twilight Branch is calling for 
donations to help stock the pantry for mums and babies in the library at Berninneit.

The Phillip Island Jazz Club presents Steve Temple at this week’s Sunday Jazz 
Club, on October 20, starting at 1.30pm.

The Sunday Temple!
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JOCK SERONG
LITERARY LUNCHEON
Please join us for a Literary Luncheon event with multi award 
winning author Jock Serong, discussing his new release 
Cherrywood; and also reminiscing on learning to surf in his early 
years on Phillip Island.
Ticket includes a drink on arrival, a delicious luncheon, and a memorable 
afternoon with this acclaimed writer and speaker in the beautiful setting of the 
Phillip Island Winery.

FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER, 12.30 PM
PHILLIP ISLAND WINERY

414 Berrys Beach Ventnor Phillip Island

TICKETS $50: THROUGH TRYBOOKING   
www.trybooking.com/CVCSE

Organisers: A Book Club on Phillip Island. 
Anne 0409 216 033  Sue 0417 651 588  Jill  0419 556 266

ABOUT JOCK SERONG: Highly acclaimed author of many genre defying books including 
Quota (winner of the 2015 Ned Kelly award for best fi rst fi ction) The Rules of Backyard Cricket
(shortlisted for 2017 Premier’s award for fi ction and fi nalist in the 2017 Indie Book Awards Adult 
Mystery Book of the Year) On the Java Ridge  (winner of the inaugural UK Staunch Prize) and the 
widely praised trilogy of historical novels Preservation, The Burning Island and The Settlement
set in and around the Furneaux Islands in Bass Strait and south-east Australia. Editor of Great 
Ocean Quarterly and feature stories writer across Australia’s surfi ng media. Jock also enjoys a 
strong association with Phillip Island, where he fi rst learned to surf at Berry’s Beach.

This event is supported by Turn The Page 
Bookshop. Jock’s book ‘Cherrywood’ 

is available at Turn The Page and 
for purchase at the event.

LITERARY LUNCHEON
Please join us for a Literary Luncheon event with multi award 
winning author Jock Serong, discussing his new release 

 and also reminiscing on learning to surf in his early  and also reminiscing on learning to surf in his early 

Ticket includes a drink on arrival, a delicious luncheon, and a memorable 
afternoon with this acclaimed writer and speaker in the beautiful setting of the 

LITERARY LUNCHEON
Please join us for a Literary Luncheon event with multi award 
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THE PULSE

THEATRE

In a little over three weeks, Phil-
lip Island’s Offshore Theatre 
group will be performing their 
highly anticipated season of My 
Sister Jill at Berninneit in Cowes.

Adapted for stage, My Sister 
Jill was the first novel from re-
vered Australian playwright Pa-
tricia Cornelius.

Set in Melbourne throughout 
the 1950s and 1970s, the com-
ing-of-age play delves into the 
intricacies and complexities of 
suburban family life, contextu-
alised by two young girls with 
a father recovering from WWII 
PTSD.

With the Vietnam War loom-
ing, the fabric of the family is 
tested as the tension between 
heroic wartime stories and en-
during trauma boils over in dra-
matic household disfunction.

Director Melissa McMillan 
said the “light and shade” of the 
play was what resonated most 
with her.

“There are some really com-
plex themes around PTSD and 
the treatment of veterans, and the 
impact on families particularly 
after World War II,” Melissa said.

“There’s a scene between 
Martha (the mother, played by 
Kate Bindley) and Jack (the fa-
ther), when (Martha) says ‘we’re 
not supposed to talk about this 
Jack, they told us not to ever talk 
about it’.

“And the treatment of the 
kids, who grow up with a dad 
who can turn on a dime – joyful 
and playful, and the next thing 
like a raging bull.”

But Melissa also noted there 

are some “really funny” and light 
comical moments in the play.

Simon Furniss, who plays the 
father Jack, said he has thor-
oughly enjoyed studying the du-
ality of his character.

“It’s a very difficult character 
to embody, because (Jack’s) a 
WWII POW survivor, and all his 
post traumatic stress is pushed 
deep down inside, and it comes 
out as intolerance to his family, 
the kids, wife; (Jack’s) just hor-
rible,” Simon said.

“Jack is not always a hundred 
mile an hour tornado of hate, 
there are some very funny mo-
ments that a slice of family life 
can only bring. There are some 

moments when I’m just lovely.
“So I will need to bring the 

audience along with me, to gain 
their sympathy with my position, 
their empathy with what I’ve been 
through and what I’ve done.”

‘Exciting challenge’
Director Melissa McMillan said 
one of the “exciting challenges” 
in staging the play was having 
adults portray their characters 
as children.

Melissa said it was pivotal for 
the actors to be conscious of the 
physicality of kids, but noted “it’s 
also a fine line between not mak-
ing it farcical or too over the top”.

Marni Johnston plays the 

role of Christine, the youngest 
daughter in the play. She gradu-
ated from the National The-
atre Drama School in 2011 and 
starred in the ABC’s telemovie 
‘The Broken Shore’ in 2013.

My Sister Jill is Marni’s de-
but performance for Offshore 
Theatre and following her audi-
tion Melissa said the panel was 
“stunned”. 

Last year, the Melbourne The-
atre Company (MTC) performed 
a season of My Sister Jill which 
was attended by Offshore The-
atre President Remi D’Agostin.

Remi returned from the 
MTC’s performance and sug-
gested Offshore Theatre stage 

their own rendition.
When Melissa read the script, 

she “loved it”, adding Offshore 
Theatre holds a strong focus on 
scripts which tell Australian sto-
ries with powerful female leads. 

The director described the 
staging of the My Sister Jill as “a 
real ensemble piece”. 

“We’ve discussed, negotiated, 
reworked scenes, and (the play’s) 
developed as a group. Things I 
wouldn’t have even imagined, 
we’re picking new ideas out of 
the script at this stage. It’s been 
an absolute team effort in terms 
of that,” Melissa said.

“Once I got this cast in front 
of me, they have just been so 
amazing. 

“I just keep shaking my head, 
I can’t believe we’re just a small 
community amateur theatre of 
performers and people, because 
there’s some quality stuff there. 
There’s seven (cast members) 
and they are all so strong.” 

An exclusive preview perfor-
mance will be held at 8pm on 
Friday November 1 to coincide 
with Berninneit’s first birthday, 
with the main season running 
from Thursday November 7 un-
til Saturday November 9. 

Tickets to the preview per-
formance, which are $15 and 
include a free drink and nib-
bles, can be found at: trybook-
ing.com/events/1286862/ses-
sions/4904143/sections

Tickets to the main sea-
son, which are $29, can be 
found at: trybooking.com/
events/1234743/sessions

More information is also avail-
able on the Offshore Theatre – 
Phillip Island Facebook page.

Offshore Theatre presents ‘My Sister Jill’

An exclusive preview performance of Offshore Theatre’s My Sister Jill is at 8pm on Friday November 1 to coincide  
with Berninneit’s first birthday, with the main season running from Thursday November 7 until Saturday November 9. 
Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.
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Support the businesses at the of our community

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

For all your refi nancing or home loan 
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.

Gabriel Caffi eri – Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffi eri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

F I N A N C E

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U
H E L LO @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8 -10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:

8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910 
to make an appointment!

Locally owned and operated by 
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 

0448 602 005
www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

M E D I C A L

D I R E C T O RY
KEEP IT LOCALKEEP IT LOCAL

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au   |   03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS 
ON THE ISLAND” 

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! 

ORDERS 5907 6796
RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

F O O D  &  D R I N K

R E A L  E S T A T E

FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM. AU  5952 3922

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALE S APPRAISAL  
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL .

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

Stockdale & Leggo

45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922
P 03 8583 4701
E phillipisland@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

Phillip Island I San Remo

3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo VIC 3925
P 03 8583 4701
E sanremo@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/sanremo

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes 
5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Your
local

experts
Specialising in real estate sales, commercial sales and leasing,

business sales, residential asset management, holiday
accommodation, owners corporation, and storage

obrejudithwright.com

Melaleuca Lodge  
Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES 

(off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday

JD
04

30
1A

A

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

L E I S U R E

A C C O M O D A T I O N

SALES, REPAIRS & UPGRADES TO PC & MAC
PC & Mobile Accessories, Ink & Toner Exetel NBN & Mobile 
Reseller, Modems, Routers, WiFi, Powerline & Extenders, 
Websites, Email & Domain Hosting Services, Computer 

Training .

�xme@waterfrontcomputers.com.au
(03) 59523312 waterfrontcomputers.com.au

C O M P U T E R  S E R V I C E S

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669 
thecentrecowes 

@hotmail.com

SouthCoastTaxi

1300 OURCAB (687222)

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
www.pisra.com.au

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night

including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

RANFURLIE BED 
& BREAKFAST

FURNITURE OUTLET COWES
 SALE NOW ON

BEATS PRICES IN MELBOURNE 
Furniture Outlet. P/L. 153 Thompson Ave. Cowes. 

0402 042 576.

MATTRESSES  
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE AT GREAT PRICES 

Queen/double/ single/ king single/king size
PLUS Beds / tallboys /bedside chests. Etc. etc.
DELIVERY AND TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE

JD
01411A

A

San Remo | 5952 5379
info@printitfast.com.au
www.printitfast.com.au

Shop Local
Support Local
PRINT LOCAL

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry 
Self-Service 
NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes , 
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF 
with the CODE: LOCAL15

COWESBOAT 
CARAVANRVSTORAGE

Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  5952 2799

24 hr Video Surveillance

COWES 
SELF 

STORAGE

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

H O M E

P E T  S I T T I N G

NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

Barb Martin
BUSHBANK

Choose from an array of native and 
endemic plants to Phillip Island (Millowl).
OPEN 9am-3pm Wed, Thur, Sat & Sun
LOCATION Next to Koala Conservation Reserve, 
1810 Phillip Island Rd, Phillip Island
W penguins.org.au/bushbank   T 0427 897 448

Mens and Ladies Cuts Colours and Styles
Incorporating Vanilla Hair and Beauty Mobile Stylists

By appointment 0477 113 359  6/14 The Esplanade, Cowes

JD
04323A

A

PHILLIP ISLAND BRANCH 
NOW OPEN

Yellow Brick Road Finance Pty Ltd ACN 128 708 109,  Australian Credit Licence 393195

• Home Loans
• Personal Loans

• Refinance
• Investor

• Self Employed
• Commercial Lending

• Private Lending
• SMSF

Joe Reilly
M 0402 005 933
T 03 5956 6892

8 Vista Place
Cape Woolamai 3925

phillip.island@ybr.com.au

BOOK NOW 
at penguins.org.au

Penguin Parade, Churchill Island, 
Koala Conservation Reserve

Watch the little penguins 
waddle home See more

& SAVE 
with a 

3 PARKS 
PASS

Ri-jana’s Paw-fect
Pet Sitting

Rianne Ranic   |   0432 728 913
 Ri-jana’s Paw-fect Pet Sitting
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CLEANING

0488 522 950   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

JD
00
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Island Flue Island Flue 
CleaningCleaning

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic

• Rental bond specialists • Fast, efficient service

0415 106 443
islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

RICHIE & DI LAING

HANDYMAN

JD
03
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Peter Stasinowsky
Ph 0408149488  email. pstaza@hotmail.com

affordable quality
home maintainance and repair.  
Decks. Verandahs. Pergolas.  
Renovations and extensions.

DB_U 8980

COMPUTER REPAIRS

JD02128AA

SALES, REPAIRS & UPGRADES TO PC & MAC
PC & Mobile Accessories, Ink & Toner
Exetel NBN & Mobile Reseller partner

Modems, Routers, WiFi powerline & extenders
Web, Mail & Domain hosting services

130 Silverleaves Ave   |   Ph 5952 3312
Open 9 to 5 Weekdays, Sat 9 to 12

EST. 1994

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

CONCRETER
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Luke Hinrichs
FACTORY 3, THE CONCOURSE

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&

LK
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CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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EARTHMOVING
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0418 372 399
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

AIR CONDITIONING

JD
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DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

 coastal_refrig_and_aircon
AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

DECK RESTORATION

JD
02457A

A

Enjoy your outdoor space
for years to come with DeckSeal!

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au     

www.deckseal.com.au

DECK SANDING, CLEANING, OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
58

40

5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN

HANDYMAN

JD
01

99
4A

A

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE
Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small

Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495
www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

CARPENTER

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs

Window Replacement   |   Decks
John 0447 975 626

C A R P E N T RY
Est 1982

JD
03

56
7A

A

ELECTRICIAN

JO
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST  
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS 
MARK: 0418 105 262

JD
04223A

A

EARTHMOVING

Free quote / consultation
Experienced local business
Innovative solutions
Quality workmanship
Transparent communication
Full compliance / insurance
Tight access specialists

EARTHWORKSMKMMMMKMKMKMMMKMMKKEKEKKKKMKMKMKKKMKMKMMK

em: mkearthworks@gmail.com
ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Excavations
Demolitions
Drive/Pathways
Retaining walls
Spoil removal

* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *

JO
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CABINET MAKER

J O I N E R Y S M O O T H
R E C Y C L E D T I M B E R C A B I N E T R Y

K I T C H E N ’ S
I N S T A L L A T I O N S E R V I C E
T R A D I T O N A L S A U N A ’ S

B E S P O K E D E S I G N

0 4 5 7 2 3 9 6 0 0
M I T C H . J O I N E R Y S M O O T H @ G M A I L . C O M

W W W . J O I N E R Y S M O O T H . C O M . A U
J O I N E R Y S M O O T H
A C N 6 7 2 4 4 6 7 6 9
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HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL 

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies. 
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi

(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

FURNITURE RESTORATION

FURNITURE RESTORATION
BESPOKE TIMBER FURNITURE

CALL BOB, 0418 173 388
5 HARVEY DRIVE

JD
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CARPET CLEANING

ALLFLOOR
CARPET CLEANING

JD
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AUTOMOTIVE

NOW OPEN
Vehicle servicing
General maintenance
Vehicle diagnostics
Brakes
319 White Road, South Dudley
Josh Wilson  0478 054 037

Locally owned mechanic shop
for all your vehicle needs
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PAINTER

Internal & external.
No job too big  
or too small.
Will provide a  
friendly service with 
reasonable prices.

0410 621 189

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

PLUMBING

LK
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A

RELIABLE PLUMBERRELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LK
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PLUMBING

MB

LK
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

LAWN MOWING

LK
00

02
0A

A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello
RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell – 0438 520 546
daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLUMBING

LK
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

SOLAR

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496
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MARINE MECHANIC

JD
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www.topwatermarine.com.au   |   topwatermarine@yahoo.com
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

• Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs
• Accessory Installations and electrical work

• Trailer servicing and modifications
• Anchor winches    • Boat detailing    • Insurance work

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching 
or just not sliding properly?

Now Servicing Phillip Island 

>  Timber & Aluminium 
Sliding Doors

>  Bi Fold Doors 
>  Cavity Doors 
>  Wardrobe Doors

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

>  Security Doors
>  Track & Roller 

Replacements 
>  Screen Replacements 
>  New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Ph 0438 538 244
info@asdrm.com.au

www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
58
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

TREE SERVICES

LK
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

LANDSCAPING & DESIGNELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

LANDSCAPING AND DESIGN

0424 426 932
FACTORY 14, 71 FRANKSTON GARDENS DRIVE, CARRUM DOWNS

WWW.THESTONESTORE.COM.AU

VICTORIA’S PREMIER DESTINATION 
FOR ALL THINGS NATURAL STONE 

AND PORCELAIN TILES.
OVER 500 HUNDRED PRODUCTS TO CHOOSE FROM!

FURNITURE RESTORATION

FURNITURE RESTORATION
BESPOKE TIMBER FURNITURE

CALL BOB, 0418 173 388
5 HARVEY DRIVE

JD
04266A
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PAINTER

THE PAINT GUY
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

Domestic Commercial
Rentals End of lease Repaints

We will do the small jobs

CALL FRANK

0455 596 433

JD
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RESTUMPING

RESTUMPING & 
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,  
House Raising & Repacking,  

all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788
Licence DBL24625

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

Ph: 5672 2056

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

MANAGEMENT
TRAFFIC

EOGTRAFFIC.COM.AU
5900 2932
projects@eventopsgroup.com.au

BASS COAST
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PAINTER & DECORATOR

B&C Roberts  
Decorating  

Services

Brian Roberts 0417 529 042

JD04345AA

PAINTER & DECORATOR

JD
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MOTORCYCLE REPAIR

Also Servicing Melbourne  
& Gippsland Regions

*Breakdowns *Flat Tyres *Race Tracks  
*Shows & Events *Dealer Deliveries *Auctions 

*Local & Interstate *Group Discounts  
*Show Bike Specialists

motorcycletow.com.au  0431 655 749

JD
04543A

A
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ARTS

Phillip Island renaissance woman Dr 
Marian Quigley has released a biography 
on the extraordinary life she has lived 
thus far: When the Ship Comes In – Mem-
ories, Journeys and Creations.

Three months ago, Rhyll based arts 
patron Phyllis Papps approached Dr 
Quigley about compiling a biography of 
the artist, writer and academic’s life.

Phyllis Papps and her late partner 
Francesca Curtis were described as the 
“modern day Gertrude Stein and Alice B. 
Toklas” – two literary giants of the explo-
sive modernist scene in Paris in the early 
twentieth century.

Dr Quigley said when Phyllis, who has 
written a number of other biographies on 
locals, came to her “out of the blue” she 
thought it would be a “real opportunity” 
to document her life for her daughter.

Dr Quigley arrived in Australia as a 
‘ten-pound-pom’ at three years old, and 
initially became an art schoolteacher be-
fore returning to university to study Eng-
lish literature, and subsequently taught 
Media and Communications at Monash 
University.

Marian then went on to research ani-
mation and claymation during the 1990s, 
writing a book based on interviews with 
Australian women animators.

However, after the university suffered 
large staff cuts in 2006 Dr Quigley piv-
oted to focus on her art, which she says 
she’d formerly lost confidence in while at 
teacher’s college.

Painting
Marian has since established herself as a 
successful painter, holding an exhibition 
at the Sol Contemporary Australian and 
Asian Art Gallery in Fitzroy this April, 
which the painter said went “really well”.

“One of (the gallery’s) regular collectors 
came in and bought five (artworks) before 
the exhibition opened, and then I sold two 
others after that,” Dr Quigley said.

Marian’s style marries a bold colour 
scheme reminiscent of English artist 
David Hockney with hard edge abstrac-
tion, often playing with perspective and 
depth-of-perception.

Having lived on the island since 1987 
and arriving in the country by boat, wa-
ter is a strong motif in Dr Quigley’s work.

Marian also sells her work via online 
art retailer Bluethumb (bluethumb.com.
au) through which Marian says she has 
sold about 25 pieces and helps her find a 
new audience for her art.

Marian’s work is held in private col-
lections in Australia, New Zealand and 
Singapore, and she has been a finalist in, 
and won, a number of art awards across 
Australia.

Through a series of interviews with 
Sally Whitehead, Dr Quigley’s biography 
tells the story of an incredible life well 
lived – including seeing Bob Dylan at Fes-
tival Hall in 1966.

When the Ship Comes In was launched 
at Clay and Co in Cowes on Sunday Oc-
tober 6. Sales revenue from the book will 
go to local arts organisations.

linktr.ee/marian.quigley

FUNDRAISER

The Woolamai Beach Surf 
Life Saving Club’s (WB-
SLSC) fundraising auction 
night at the Clubhouse on 
Friday October 11 was a 
“huge success”, with the 
team from the Channel 9 
TV series the Block turn-
ing out in force to support 
the event.

The MC and lead auc-
tioneer for the night was 
the Block’s legendary 
landscaper, Dave Franklin 
and the special guest auc-
tioneers were Block con-
testants Hadyn and sisters 
Maddy and Charlotte. The 
Block’s Executive Producer 
Julian Cress also joined in 
proceedings.

Over 100 members of 
the local community, life-
savers, Block cast and crew 
and their families mingled 
and enjoyed a wonderful 
evening of food, drinks, 
live music and entertain-
ment from the auctioneers.

Those present dug deep 
and bidding was fierce for 
some of the great items do-
nated by the local commu-
nity, local businesses and 
members of the Block team.

“The night was a huge 
success in raising funds 
which will go towards the 
much-needed repairs to the 
Smiths Beach Rescue Base 
as well as some upgrades 
to the clubhouse. We are so 
grateful to everyone who 
supported the night,” Club 
President Jason Close said.

“Much of the credit for 
the evening must be given 
to Club members Darrell 
and Alison Clark, as well 
as Dave Franklin who were 
the driving force behind 
the event.”

Club music impresario 
Glenn Davidson organised 
some great local musicians 
Daisy Spratt and Dan Sear-
le who kept the crowd enter-
tained throughout the eve-
ning. Club members Emma 
Gallagher and Jordan Kue-
rschner made their club-
house musical debut with 
an acoustic set, with Glenn 
helping out on bongos.

Delicious food was pro-
vided by the San Remo Ho-
tel. Colleen Williams and 
many of the Williams fam-
ily were also in attendance 
to support the event.

“As well as being a fun-

draiser, the event was also 
about bringing the local 
community into the club,” 
said Club Director of As-
sets, Darrell Clark.

“We have enjoyed so 
much support from local 
businesses and the commu-
nity for many years and so it 
was great to see so many en-
joying the evening, and the 
clubhouse and its facilities.

“We would really like to 
thank Island Surfboards, 
Dave Franklin, the Block, 
Amelia Trappett, Colleen 
Williams, San Remo Hotel, 
Korumburra Hotel, Rubi-
con Hotel, Alana Kozik, 
Phillip Island Winery, 
Shoreline Pest Control. 
Tommy Williams Pho-
tography, Phillip Island 
Nature Parks, Thunder-
cat Tours, Phillip Island 
Chocolate Factory, Wild-
life Coast Cruises. Prestige 
Surfaces, Pyramid Rocks 
Gallery and Green Works 
all of whom donated items 
that were auctioned.”

Nici Cahill of Snapshot 
Photography was there 
to capture lots of images 
of the night. Photos of the 
night are available by visit-
ing the Snapshot Photogra-

phy Facebook page.
“The Block has made a 

transformational change to 
the Clubhouse, making it a 
much more inviting facility,” 
Club President Jason said.

“Some of the improve-
ments have also made it a 
more comfortable environ-
ment for our volunteer life 
savers who give up so much 
of their time to be there.

“We are thrilled that our 
connection with the Block 
has continued and are so 
happy that they reached 
out to support our fundrais-
ing efforts by donating auc-
tion items and then coming 
along and making it such a 
great night.

“We’ve also discovered 
some very talented musi-
cians in our midst. Keep 
an eye out for some more 
great social events at the 
Club over summer.”

The Club will continue 
its fundraising events over 
the coming months, in-
cluding the effort to raise 
$140,000 to save the Smiths 
Beach Rescue Base.

Fully tax deductible 
donations can be made to 
www.woolamaibeach.org.
au/donate

Island painter and polymath 
releases new biography

Painter, author and academic Dr Marian Quigley launched her biography When the Ship Comes In – 
Memories, Journeys and Creations at Clay and Co last week.

Marian’s style marries a bold colour scheme remi-
niscent of English artist David Hockney with hard 
edge abstraction, and her work is available at 
online art retailer Bluethumb (bluethumb.com.au).

Block auction comes to 
Woolamai Beach SLSC

Charlotte, Haydn and Maddy from The Block with event organiser, Darrell Clark, at the WBSLS fund-
raising auction. All photos: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photogrpahy.

Life savers and musicians Jordan Kuerschner, Glen Davidson and 
Emma Gallagher. 

The Block’s Executive Producer, Julian Cress gives the night the 
thumbs up. More photos at pisra.com.au
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Rhyll Hall deserves better
The village of Rhyll is a special place. It 
has a gentle ambience about it.

The historic hall is very much part of 
that. My great uncle, William Richard-
son, was involved in the building of the 
hall and was very proud of it, as he was of 
Richardson Cottage where he lived.

He was a jetty builder, sail maker and 
designed and built his boats, the “William 
Henry” and “Oceania”. What a shame he 
isn’t around to design the access ramp at 
the historical hall.

Rhyll deserves better.
Julie Box, Cowes

Community empowerment
I want to express my gratitude to all the 
volunteers who have generously helped 
to spread awareness about the local is-
sues that are important to me.

In my conversations with people, a 
noticeable gap appears between Council 
and the public. It would be beneficial to 
utilise Berninneit for quarterly council 
meetings, allowing the public to person-
ally engage with councillors and address 
their concerns or have them listened to 
and investigated. The inclusion of a ques-
tion time is crucial as ratepayers deserve 
to have their voices heard.

Organising meetings among various 
community groups and promoting assem-
blies also holds significant importance. 
Collaboration within the community is 
vital, ensuring effective communication 
and transparency that will lead to in-
formed decision-making and a stronger 
bond with Bass Coast Shire Council.

As a council candidate, my goal is to 
rebuild trust between the council and the 
community by addressing various con-
cerns such as re-zoning and adjusting 
the timeline of the Recreation Reserve, 
supporting the restoration of PICAL and 
advocating for a renewed community 
focus within it. My aim is to empower 
residents, research resources, implement 
strategies, and foster partnerships to en-
hance the health and well-being of our 
diverse community.

Ultimately, I strive to create a secure, 
supportive, and understanding commu-
nity for everyone. I pride myself on being 
honest, enthusiastic, compassionate, and 
dedicated to learning and making a signif-
icant impact within our distinctive ward.

Marnie Chadwick, Candidate for  
Island Ward

Bring back commonsense
Great to see a team at work on the foot-
path near Glen Isla Court last week. A 
team of eight from Melbourne spent some 
days repairing/maintaining about 50m of 
footpath. Was using a Melbourne based 
work team the best value for money?

The team also told us they were due 
back in January for footpath works in 
Thompson Avenue. Really? In the middle 
of summer when crowds are largest? Lack-
ing a bit of commonsense if you ask me.

Bring commonsense decision making for 
the community back to Bass Coast Council. 
Vote 1 Darrell Silva for Island Ward.

Darrell Silva, Island Ward candidate
Authorised by Darrell Silva.

Mental health awareness
I write on behalf of the not-for-profit Men-
tal Illness Fellowship Australia to high-
light that if you or someone you know is 
facing a mental health issue reach out. 
Help is out there.

It is absolutely critical there is much 
more action from all governments to sup-
port people in your area who have severe 
mental health issues.

It is now estimated an alarming 68 
per cent of people who have severe men-
tal health issues are missing out on any 
kind of community support to help them 
... that’s nearly seven out of ten.

We are completely focused on getting 
rid of the stigma around severe mental ill-

ness in particular. It is time we all realised 
people who are affected need our support.

On average, people with severe men-
tal illness die 23 years earlier than the 
general population. 50 per cent of people 
with severe mental illness attempt sui-
cide ... compared to 3.7 per cent of the 
general population.

A huge number of people, who have a 
severe or complex mental illness, are get-
ting no community support whatsoever 
for their condition. It is critical to end the 
massive neglect of people who have men-
tal illness in Australia.

Thousands and thousands of Austra-
lians with mental health issues end up 
in our local hospitals and emergency de-
partments because they believe it is the 
only option for them.

We are highlighting as part of this 
new awareness campaign that the cur-
rent system unfortunately actively chan-
nels people into emergency and hospital 
services ... placing massive extra pres-
sure on the system. So much trauma is 
involved with this process.

We urge people in your area to realise 
recovery is unquestionably possible. We 
have a key not-for-profit network called 
Finding North which has become a grow-
ing community on the internet, to link 
people with mental health issues with 
others in a similar situation so they can 
share their experiences.

To get more information, just go to 
www.findingnorth.org.au ... it is a power-
ful tool for readers to easily access.

Tony Stevenson, National CEO – Men-
tal Illness Fellowship of Australia

Standing for council
There is a brutal reality check that comes 
with standing for council. When ‘throw-
ing the cap into the ring’ I have to admit a 
degree of surprise to the angst, passions 
and pressure groups awoken by the ar-
rival of ‘the cap’.

Some of it, particularly the expressed 
frustrations with council, is eye-opening.

Also eye-opening are the insights into 
the many layers to the community we 
seek to represent. For me, when letter-
boxing, I have been really struck by the 
economic disparities evident, so too by 
the numbers of clearly unoccupied hous-
es. There is work to do here.

So, aside from the ‘rates, rubbish and 
roads’ mantra, what should be the key du-
ties and priorities of an incoming council?

As I see it (whether I get elected, or 
not), the primary obligation of council-
lors is that their priorities reflect commu-
nity priorities.

The previous council waved through 
some pretty poor decisions and missed 
the mark on a number of matters of deep 
importance. The inactivity on the sport-
ing precinct – on ovals, netball courts, 
and soccer pitches – is almost impossible 
to digest. Forty years in waiting; how was 
this not a priority? 

The ill-considered decision to wave 
through the Bass Coast Unlocking Ru-
ral Tourism Strategy (BURT) was also a 
mistake by the previous council. And Sil-
verleaves residents might be wondering 
where council has been in responding to 
the galloping coastal erosion threatening 
their houses and that beautiful foreshore. 
What I see in terms of council’s foreshore 
management there is decades of half-
measures and failed measures.

Of the three levels of government, local 
government is closest to the community. 
And it has a compact with that communi-
ty. That is, when the community needs it, 
it will be there, it doesn’t look away and it 
doesn’t let them down.

And, most particularly, it does not 
fail them when the community is under 
threat. For Silverleaves residents, the 
next steps must be the right ones. DEE-
CA, and council, cannot kick the can 
down the road any longer.

Tim O’Brien, Candidate for Island Ward

AGED CARE

For the past decade, Gillian 
Scoble has dedicated her 
time and energy to enrich-
ing the lives of residents at 
Banfields Aged Care, cre-
ating moments of connec-
tion, comfort, and joy.

As society becomes 
increasingly focused on 
the wellbeing of our older 
community members, Gil-
lian’s story shines as a 
heartwarming example of 
the power of volunteering.

Gillian’s journey with 
Banfields began in Febru-
ary 2015, primarily as a 
pastoral carer, when she 
responded to the grow-
ing need for volunteers at 
Banfields.

Under the guidance 
of Robyn Montague, the 
Lifestyle Team Manager, 
she took on a wide ar-
ray of roles. With her 
background as a retired 
teacher and psychologist, 
Gillian found fulfillment 
in leading group activities 
like singing, crafting, and 
even organising poetry 
sessions.

Her skill set didn’t 
stop there-she also spent 
countless hours offering 
one-on-one support to res-
idents, lending a compas-
sionate ear when it was 
needed most.

Throughout her volun-
teering, Gillian has had 
the privilege of celebrat-
ing life’s special moments 
with residents, their fami-
lies, and staff, as well as 
grieving alongside them in 

times of loss. Her presence 
has become a comforting 
and familiar part of the 
Banfields family.

Now, as she celebrates 
her 80th birthday, Gil-
lian reflects on her time at 
Banfields with gratitude.

“I’m thankful to God 
for this opportunity,” she 
says, “but I also see the on-
going need for more vol-
unteers to join in. We can 
all play a role in enriching 
the lives of older people in 
our community, starting 
with empathy and a will-
ingness to give our time.”

Gillian’s contributions 
have been extensive. From 

gardening and dementia 
care to music therapy and 
bingo, she has brought joy 
to countless residents. Her 
expertise in social work, 
dementia care, and pallia-
tive care has been invalu-
able, and she remains a 
beloved part of the Ban-
fields family.

Through her dedication, 
Gillian has shown that vol-
unteering is not just about 
giving – it’s about building 
relationships, sharing ex-
periences, and becoming a 
vital part of a community 
that cares for its most vul-
nerable members.
/ Sponsored article /

EDUCATION

Newhaven College has 
had a long running asso-
ciation with Ibaraki Chris-
tian Junior High School in 
Honshu, Japan that start-
ed in 2000.

Nine enthusiastic Year 
10 and Year 11 students 
took the opportunity to 
visit Japan for two weeks 
in September. The tour 
offers an opportunity to 
soak in Japanese culture 
as well as providing an op-
portunity to broaden Japa-
nese language skills.

On arrival at the school 
in Ibaraki, the students 
were introduced to their 
host families who wel-
comed them into their 
homes. Students were im-
mersed in the Japanese 
way of life, including vis-
iting onsen (hot springs), 
local sites and sampling 
traditional cuisine.

At school, Newhaven 
College students became 
involved with classes as-
sisting with English les-
sons and mixing with the 
students.

“I was incredibly excited 
to have the opportunity to go 
on this year’s Japan Tour,” 
said Ruben Jungwirth, one 
of the participants.

“It was truly a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to dive 
into Japanese culture and 
experience their education 
firsthand. During my time 
at Ibaraki Christian Ju-

nior High School, I enjoyed 
making new friends with 
the students and creating 
countless memories. The 
program was an unforget-
table experience.”

The students were ac-
companied by Newhaven 
College teachers, Ms Mit-
suko Horiguchi and Ms 
Melanie Flower.

Ms Horiguchi has been 
coordinating the tours for 
over 20 years.

“It was wonderful to 
continue the Japanese Ex-
change program this year, 
connecting with our sister 
school and hosting Japa-
nese students in July, fol-
lowed by our visit to Japan 
in September, “ she said.

“We are immensely 
proud of our students, who 
represented Newhaven 
College and Australia ad-

mirably while adapting to 
a new cultural environ-
ment and overcoming lan-
guage barriers.

“Through the exchange 
program, we believe our 
students have discovered 
new aspects of themselves 
and experienced personal 
growth. Spending time 
with our students and cre-
ating unforgettable mem-
ories together has been  
a joy.”

The exchange program 
has provided valuable ex-
periences, uniting students 
from various backgrounds 
and encouraging cross-
cultural friendships while 
promoting mutual under-
standing. For Newhaven 
College students learning 
Japanese, it was an ideal 
opportunity to practice 
their language skills.

A decade of volunteering

College students visit Japan

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit).  
Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

NEWS

For the past decade, Gillian Scoble has dedicated her time and 
energy to enriching the lives of residents at Banfields Aged Care.

Newhaven College students William Yarranton, Ruben Jungwirth, 
Bailey Dean, Jasmine Ruffin, Eli Bowker, Alexndra O’Neill, Ashlynn 
D’Andrea, Georgia Cortney and Emily Kesterton enjoyed some 
sightseeing as part of the cultural exchange.
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KENNY, Bonnie Louise: 

of Metung. Passed away 
on October 6, 2024, 

aged 58 years. 

Now at peace. 

Cherished partner of 
David Ide. 

Loved and loving mother 
and mother-in-law of 

Roxy and Adam.

LEYDON, Allan James: 

Passed away suddenly 
on 10.10.2024 following 

a short illness. 

Loving partner of Linda 
for 28 years. 

Adored step-father to 
James, Marni, Cameron 

(dec.) and Tess. 

Cherished Gwomps to 
Connor. 

As per Allan’s wishes a 
private cremation will 

be held.

FOR SALE 
205 Litre fridge. 
Ideal for a flat or unit 
Or a beer fridge! 
Good Condition $100 
P 0439 801 323

Pop Top Caravan for sale. 
Excellent condition,  
Kept garaged, sleeps two,  
side awning with privacy 
screens and some extras. 
$6500 
Phone 0424 511 244

REGENT CARAVAN  
23 Ft. With annexe. 
Lots of extras. 
$35,000 O.N.O 
Phone Brian 
0421 130 049

KENNY:
A Memorial Service for 

Ms Bonnie Louise Kenny, 
of Metung will be held 

at 19 Peter Road Metung 
on Saturday (Oct. 26), 

2024, at 1.00pm. 
PRIVATE CREMATION  

No flowers by request. 
Donations to Ovarian 

Cancer Research 
Foundation would be 

appreciated.  
 

Stephen Baggs 
Funeral Directors 

Bairnsdale  5153 2150

DIXON, Glenda Mary: 

6.11.44 – 17.10.23 

12 months gone,  
every day missed 

Love Jan

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

DEATHS

FUNERALS

IN MEMORIAM

FOR SALE

Re: VICTOR ZICCONE, late of 28 Sunnyside 
Avenue, Cape Woolamai VIC 3925, deceased.

Creditors, next-of-kin and others having claims 
in respect of the estate of the deceased, who 

died on 5 November 2023, are required to send 
particulars of their claim to the executor, care of 
the undersigned lawyers, by 17 December 2024, 

after which date the executor may convey or 
distribute the assets, having regard only to the 

claims of which they then have notice.

LEONARD & ASSOCIATES, Lawyers, Level 1, 82 
Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922.

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

30th Annual General Meeting 2023-2024
Sunday 24th November 2024 at 2.00pm 

Creative Arts Station 
119 Settlement Road, Cowes

All welcome
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WOODWIND SPECIALIST & 
BAND PROGRAM
Part Time (approximately 2 days)
Temporary, fixed term contract. 
Commencement 2025.

For more information and details on requirements, duties 
and responsibilities, visit our website or contact Human 
Resources Manager, Leisa Lomax on 03 5956 7505. 

Newhaven College is an independent  
co-educational school on Phillip Island 
offering quality education for students 
from Prep to Year 12

Newhaven College is seeking applications for:

Applications to be submitted to: 
recruitment@newhavencol.vic.edu.au
Applications close Friday 25 October 
2024 at 5 pm
Newhaven College is a child safe environment. Every child has a 
right to be safe, and at the College we have a zero tolerance for child 
safety risks (including child abuse and reportable conduct).  As such, 
preferred applicants will be subject to child protection screening, 
background and reference checks, verification of identity checks and 
must adhere to the College’s child safe practices, as outlined in the 
Child Protection Program policies available on the College website.

EDUCATION SUPPORT
Part Time (0.80FTE - 4 days)
Temporary, fixed term contract from now 
to 4 December 2025
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Leongatha Secondary College is seeking a 
Business Manager to join our team.
This ES1-5 role is full time and would 
commence 25/11/2024. 
Refer to www.leonsec.vic.edu.au for full 
details and role description. 
Applications can be made via DET Recruitment 
Online. Job Vacancy ID 1441629.
Applications close October 30, 2024.

Business ManagerBusiness Manager

JD04579AA

The Nature Parks is an inspiring workplace and, as the largest employer on Phillip Island 
off ers a range of career opportunities. Our people are enthusiastic, committed, and 
professional in what they do.

Field Services Offi  cer – Fixed Term until 30 June 2025
As a Field Services Offi  cer, you will collaborate with a dedicated team to implement 
eff ective habitat management practices within Phillip Island Nature Parks. Your main focus 
will be on timely and effi  cient weed control techniques, along with assisting in revegetation 
eff orts, nursery operations, seed collection, and track maintenance.

GIS Offi  cer – Full Time
As the GIS Offi  cer, you will play a key role in the Geographical Information System (GIS) 
team. This role will involve providing essential project and technical support in the design, 
implementation, and ongoing expansion of the GIS.

For more information, please visit:
www.penguins.org.au/about/work-with-us/employment/our-people-our-work/. 

Join us at the Nature Parks

penguins.org.au
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WE’RE HIRING
ADMINISTRATION ROLE

Crucial role in delivering the logistics  
and operation of school camps.

Full Time or Casual

Learn more go to 
www.phillipislandcamps.com.au/jobs

Email us your resume to 
larson@theislandaccommodation.com.au

WWC & POLICE CHECK REQUIRED
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We are currently seeking an enthusiastic 
and self-motivated individual for an 

Accountant role.

This opportunity will suit a qualified 
accountant, recent graduate or an 

undergraduate seeking to commence their 
career whilst completing their studies.

Please send us a copy of your resume and 
your academic transcript together with a 
covering letter stating why you qualify for 

this opportunity, to  
connie@cardell.com.au

Applications close: 
Friday, October 25, 2024

Accountant
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SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICES

We are seeking a reliable Casual 
Housekeeper to join our expanding 
cleaning business on Phillip Island. 
Pay rate is $32 per hour. 
Must have an eye for detail, be depend-
able, and have your own vehicle. 
Flexible hours with some weekend 
work may be required. 
If you take pride in your work and 
enjoy cleaning, we’d love to hear  
from you!
Reply to: info@bayviewcleaning.com.au

CASUAL  
HOUSEKEEPER WANTED

JD
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A
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BOAT SERVICING!!  FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY 

 EXTENDED TO JUNE - Phillip Island and San Remo areas 
Call 0359 569238 NOW to book in 

HUGE STACER STOCK RUNOUT 

        
HUGE SAVINGS on all Stacer / Mercury Packages 

Runabouts, BowRiders, Tinnies and more IN STOCK NOW! 

14 BEACH RD, RHYLL  PHILLIP ISLAND 

 

BOAT SERVICING!!  FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY 

 EXTENDED TO JUNE - Phillip Island and San Remo areas 
Call 0359 569238 NOW to book in 

HUGE STACER STOCK RUNOUT 

        
HUGE SAVINGS on all Stacer / Mercury Packages 

Runabouts, BowRiders, Tinnies and more IN STOCK NOW! 

14 BEACH RD, RHYLL  PHILLIP ISLAND 

Commons 4 for $1.00
Silvers 50 cents each

Star Powers 50 cents each
Rookie/Star/Magic Wild Cards from 
$20 each and more cards available.

1000’s of swaps – buy bulk and save!
Contact Wayne 0435 959 387

JD04269AA

AFL TEAM 
COACH 
2024 
FOOTBALL 
CARDS

SPORT

BOWLS

Fifty-one midweek bowlers headed out 
to Corinella to fight it out for team of the 
week.

Players were greeted by Pauline and 
John, whilst Peter arranged teams.

The green was in excellent condition, 
but with the wind blowing, it proved a 
challenge for many players.

A few intrepid members were in a 
charitable mood as can be seen by the 
swelling jar of coins for the RCH appeal 
in a few months.

Congratulations to last week’s win-
ners on 32 points: Shirl Corcoran (3), 
Craig Brown (S), Peter McWilliams (2) 
and Bob Arnold (L).

Runners up on 30 points: Cheryl Floyd 
(L), Rob Jefferey (3), Max Williams (2) 
and John Nicholson (S).

Best one game winners on 20 points: 
Phil Wright (3) Margaret McConville (L), 
Peter Gratton (S) and Chris Coulson (2).

The club give their thanks to Phil 
and Corinella’s members for their set-up 
work, as well as in the kitchen and be-
hind the bar.

This week, the club will be meeting at 
San Remo to fight it out in the hope of be-
ing part of the winning teams. Arrive on 
site by 10am.

The weekend has marked the begin-
ning of the 2024/25 pennant season; the 
club’s members wish each bowler good 
luck and success.

GOLF

Tuesday, October 8
Men’s 18H Stableford
Overall winner: Anthony Owens (20) 
with 41 pts.

A Grade winner: A-1 Ian Smith (8) 
with 35 pts.

B Grade winner: B-1 Mike Fitzmau-
rice (18) with 40 pts.

C Grade winner: C-1 Anthony Owens 
(20) with 41 pts.

BDL: 34 pts C/B.
NTP: 5th Leigh Hayhurst, 7th Ross 

Cooper, 10th John Monk and 17th Ste-
phen Mack.
Men’s 9H Stableford
Overall winner: Ian Samuel (28) with 21 
pts from Vic Mitchell (26) on 20 pts.

BDL: 19 pts.

Wednesday, October 9
Women’s Teal Day
Congratulations to all involved in a great 
day and thank you to all who donated to 
the event.

Thursday, October 10
Open 18H Par
Overall winner: Stephen Mack (17) +6 
C/B.

A Grade winner: Garry Birch (14) +5.

B Grade winner: Barry Gibson (14) +2 
C/B.

C Grade winner: Paul Waylen (32) +6.
BDL: 0 C/B.
NTP: 5th Stephen Mack, 7th Heath 

Grace, 10th Nathan Pirouet and 17th 
Rob Haydon.
Open 9H Stableford
Winner: David Henstridge (20) with  
20 pts C/B from Chris Hailes (37) on  
20 pts.

BDL: 18 pts.

Saturday, October 12
Men’s and Mixed 4BBB
Overall winner: Harry Bentley and Max 
Bentley with 50 pts from Bailey Hen-
nessy and Finn O’Brien on 48 pts.

BDL: 44 pts C/B.
NTP: 5th Travis Johnson, 7th Mark 

Reid, 10th Alf Micallef and 17th Alex 
Andrews.
Women’s 4BBB 18H Stableford
Overall winner: Helen Coghlan and Jea-
nette Diss with 46 pts from Maureen El-
lard and Pip Hollaway on 45 pts.

BDL: 44 pts C/B.
NTP: 5th Dawn Andrews, 7th Adri-

anne Anglin, 10th and 17th Tracey Cuff.

Sunday, October 13
Open Stableford
Winner: Scott Huther (10) with 41 pts 
from Callum Farman (9) on 38 pts C/B.

BDL: 36 pts.

BOWLS

The Phillip Island Bowling 
Club hosted their Summer 
Triples match on October 9.

Best last game: Neville 
Stevens, Steve Farrelly and 
Graeme Key.

Runners up: Jim Power, 
Tony McKiernan and Bar-
ry McGowan.

Congratulations to win-
ners: Scott Miller, Wayne 
Mattock and George Par-
geter.

TENNIS

The Thursday night tennis ladies group 
has kicked off the 2024/25 spring-sum-
mer competition in Cowes.

The ladies are all local to the Phillip Is-
land area and the season is a combination 
of a lot of laughter, friendly competition, 
and a few wines and nibbles thrown in.

A perfect combination!

GOLF

Saturday, October 12
Stroke: 1st Rod Widmer – HCP 19, nett 52, 

2nd Neil Malcolm – HCP 18, nett 53 and 
3rd Martin Giblin – HCP 17, nett 58.

Sunday, October 13
Stableford: 1st Paul Fixter – HCP 20, 37 
pts, 2nd Rod Widmer – HCP 19, 36 pts and 
3rd Adam Guyatt – HCP 12, 33 pts.

Red Rocks golf results

Results from the green

The 2024/25 Ladies group has kicked off in Cowes. Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

Ladies competition returns

Midweek battle at Corinella

Congratulations to Summer Triples winners (from left): George Par-
geter, Wayne Mattock and Scott Miller.

Island Summer Triples

Best one game winners: Phil Wright (3), Margaret Mc-
Conville (L), Peter Gratton (S) and Chris Coulson (2).

Runners up: Cheryl Floyd (L), Rob Jefferey (3), 
Max Williams (2) and John Nicholson (S).

Congratulations to last week’s winners: Shirl Corcoran (3), Craig Brown (S), Peter McWilliams (2) and 
Bob Arnold (L).
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From page 24
Kurt Lane joined Max and he 

proceeded to slaughter the MDU 
attack all over the ground.

Max rotating the strike well, 
Kurt proceeding to hit the roof of 
the clubrooms and the skipper’s 
car bonnet. In a scary moment, 
a fl at bat six that went no more 
than two metres off the ground 
all the way to the clubrooms, had 
everyone scampering for cover, 
Dave Fusinato almost wearing 
the ball to the legs.

With drinks looming the pair 
had just brought up 100 when 
Max was dismissed LBW for a 
patient 14 ending a 72-run stand 
and went to drinks shortly after 
at 3/105 off 20 overs.

Tim Niven had joined Kurt 
and after immediately hitting 
yet another six, Kurt was caught 
near the boundary for an electric 
70 off just 40 balls, clubbing fi ve 
fours and sixes along the way.

Andrew Finlayson was up 
next, and together with Nivo, 
the two built a solid partnership 
over the next 14 overs with some 
good running and keeping the 
boundaries coming. They com-
bined for a solid 67-run part-
nership before Finno was out 
caught chasing quick runs for 
a well-made 43, the score now 
5/182 with four overs to go.

Sarith Angelo came out and 
made a quick fi re 20. Tim picked 
up his own pace as well to fi n-
ish unbeaten on 29, seeing the 
Sharks fi nish 6/211 off 40 overs.

After consuming what will be 
an early contender for the best 
afternoon tea of the year, the 

Sharks hit the fi eld with young 
guns Tim Niven and Harry 
Arceo ready to take the new ball.

It did not take long before 
the team were celebrating, Nivo 
grabbing the edge of the MDU 
opener to have him caught be-
hind in the fi rst over.

Not to be outdone, Harry 
picked up one in his fi rst over to 
a fantastic refl ex catch from re-
luctant gully fi eldsman Tarryn 
Allan and it was 2/8.

The very next over the MDU 
batsmen decided to chance a sec-
ond run on Kurt’s arm and were 
left disappointed as he whipped 
the ball into keeper Finlayson to 
complete the run-out, and MDU 
were in early trouble at 3/8.

In Harry’s fourth over he drew 
a false shot from the dangerous 
Hoober, Tarryn running back 

to take another nice catch and 
MDU were in all sorts at 4/16.

At this point, the MDU skip-
per Bright decided attack was the 
only option as he quickly belted 
14 off Harry’s next over, but the 
partnership was short lived as 
his partner smashed a Tim Niven 
delivery straight at Harry who 
took a great catch; Meeniyan 
now reeling with the score 5/31.

Over the next ten overs until 
tea, the Sharks coughed up a 
couple of chances, particularly 
off Justin Tran, who was bowl-
ing a fantastic spell in his fi rst 
game of B1 cricket. The drinks 
break arriving with MDU recov-
ering to be 5/76 off 20.

The Island skipper urged his 
players to stay patient and hang 
on to our chances, which Thar-
idu did fantastically not long 

after the break, taking a great 
catch to get Kurt his fi rst wicket 
and MDU were now 6/81.

MDU keeper Thomas joined 
Bright, and the pair proceeded 
to slowly tick off the runs. Bright 
launching some massive bombs, 
Kurt getting a taste of his own as 
the pair pushed towards an un-
likely victory, Bright brought up 
a sensational 100 along the way, 
better than a run a ball.

With just four overs to go and 
only 31 to win, MDU were look-
ing at pinching a mammoth win, 
when the re-introduced Harry 
Arceo fi nally broke through to 
have Thomas caught behind for 
an excellent 36, ending a 100-run 

stand and the score now 7/181.
Tarryn combined with Finno 

next over for a stumping to 
make it 8/183, and with time now 
running out, MDU skipper tried 
to run on any chance, resulting 
in two runouts to quickly wrap 
up the game, seeing MDU all 
out for 188, Bright unbeaten on 
a magnifi cent 104.

Harry picked up three wick-
ets for the Sharks and Tim 
Niven two to be the pick of the 
bowlers. In the end a great win 
to start the season.

Man of the Match was Tim 
Niven for his excellent unbeaten 
29 and two wickets. 

Go Sharks.

SPORT

Ladies’ winner: Sandy Slaney 
with seven wins.
Men’s winner: John O’Brien 
with six wins.
Encouragement award: Tony 
Fallon.

A special and belated con-
gratulations from the club to Le-
onie Brennan for being crowned 
the September ladies’ champion.

With a busy MotoGP week 
the club is expecting the Phil-
lip Island RSL to be abuzz 
Thursday night.

Tables are pre-booked for 
those wishing to dine prior to 
cards beginning at 7.30pm.

New players are welcome to 
join. For more information con-
tact Bob Hee on 0418 173 388.

Euchre results

PIBC’s fi rst comp goes o�  with a bang
SURFING

On Saturday October 12, the 
Phillip Island Boardriders Club 
(PIBC) kicked off their 2024/25 
season with their fi rst compe-
tition, a tag team event at the 
Bang Bang Shootout.

With fi ve teams – each made 
up of 11 surfers – competitors of 
all ages hit the lineup to show off 
their skills.

Each team had 120 minutes 
to make their mark, led by their 
Captains and Co Captains, and 
for a bit of fun, all Captains hit 
the waves in their signature hats 
for a bonus scoring point.

The groms truly impressed 
everyone, showing tremendous 
leadership and courage through-
out the day.

Special shoutouts to Max 
Agonostou, Lennox Archibald, 

Scarlett Rennie, Sarah Seuren 
and Eddie Maier (who also took 
home Grom of the Day).

The day’s Courage Award 
went to the fearless Dylan 
James, while Codie Jeffery 
earned Wave of the Day with an 
impressive 9.33 ride that left ev-
eryone in awe.

Both Dylan and Codie were 
awarded Narval wetsuits for 
their exceptional performances.

The big overall team win 
went to McHenry Motors, whose 
teamwork and skill stood out 
across the heats.

“It was amazing to see the 
spirit of competition and cama-
raderie on full display,” said club 
President Jake Eisen.

“Our younger surfers really 
stepped up, and the atmosphere 
of fun, teamwork and commu-
nity was felt by everyone.

“Days like these remind us 
why we love being part of this 
club.

“Overall it was a fantastic 
event and we’re already looking 
forward to the next comp. A big 
thanks to everyone who partici-
pated and supported!”

The tag team event was spon-
sored by Bang Bang Restaurant, 
Woolamai Pizza and Narval 
wetsuits.

Sharks kick o�  season

B1 Grade bowlers, Tim Niven and Harry Arceo bowled well to combine for five wickets. Century maker and Captain Daniel Mock with A Grade debutant Jobe Williams.

Congratulations to winning team, McHenry Motors, pictured with President Jake Eisen (far right). Captains and Co Captains of teams with President Jake Eisen (far left).
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14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
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Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/

© Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 2024, Bureau of Meteorology (ABN 92 637 533 532)

WED 16 OCT

LOW 4:25 am
0.92 m

HIGH 11:31 am
2.53 m

LOW 5:16 pm
1.02 m

THU 17 OCT

HIGH 12:11 am
2.55 m

LOW 5:53 am
0.97 m

HIGH 12:40 pm
2.58 m

LOW 6:32 pm
0.79 m

FRI 18 OCT

HIGH 1:30 am
2.80 m

LOW 7:14 am
0.95 m

HIGH 1:43 pm
2.66 m

LOW 7:37 pm
0.53 m

SAT 19 OCT

HIGH 2:38 am
3.04 m

LOW 8:20 am
0.90 m

HIGH 2:39 pm
2.74 m

LOW 8:33 pm
0.30 m

SUN 20 OCT

HIGH 3:37 am
3.22 m

LOW 9:16 am
0.86 m

HIGH 3:29 pm
2.79 m

LOW 9:24 pm
0.16 m

MON 21 OCT

HIGH 4:30 am
3.30 m

LOW 10:07 am
0.84 m

HIGH 4:15 pm
2.82 m

LOW 10:11 pm
0.10 m

TUE 22 OCT

HIGH 5:19 am
3.29 m

LOW 10:54 am
0.84 m

HIGH 4:58 pm
2.81 m

LOW 10:57 pm
0.13 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – October 2024
Please note: The predictions are in daylight saving time when it is observed.

9/2/24, 11:19 AM Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology

www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/print.php?aac=VIC_TP013&type=tide&date=16-10-2024&region=VIC&tz=Australia/Melbourne&tz_js=AEST&days… 1/1

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK

SPORT

SURF LIFESAVING

The Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving 
Club is excited to announce registrations 
are now open for its highly anticipated 
Nippers program for the 2024/25 season.

This surf program will take place from 
December 29 to January 5 (excluding New 
Year’s Day), and is designed to give chil-
dren aged 6 to 13 essential water safety 
and surf lifesaving skills.

Held at Cleeland Bight (U6-U11’s) and 
Smiths Beach (U12 and U13), the program 
offers an action-packed week where nip-
pers can learn about beach safety, build 
water confidence and develop crucial skills 
such as ocean swimming, board paddling, 
beach running and rescue techniques.

Nippers is not just about training future 
surf life savers; it’s also about making the 
beach a fun, safe place for children and 
families to explore and enjoy.

The program emphasises community 

involvement and personal growth. Par-
ticipants will gain a better understanding 
of the ocean environment and through a 
range of fun, challenging activities, they 
will also learn the importance of team-
work, leadership and discipline.

It’s a great opportunity for kids to devel-
op both their physical skills and a strong 
sense of responsibility toward the beach 
community on Phillip Island.

Parents/guardians are encouraged to 
get involved as volunteers to assist the 
week run smoothly. The program also 
offers a supportive environment where 
children of all swimming abilities are wel-
come, ensuring everyone gets the chance 
to improve at their own pace.

Don’t miss this opportunity for your 
child to learn lifesaving skills while having 
fun on the beach. For more information or 
to register in the Woolamai Beach Nippers 
program, visit www.woolamaibeach.org.
au/nippers

SURFING

Congratulations to Phillip 
Island’s Arthur McKen-
zie who came third in the 
Over 35 Masters Category 
at the Worksafe Tradies 
Challenge at URBNSURF 
on the weekend.

Jan Juc surfer Ethan 
Huxtable won the Open 
Men category, Callan 
Cross (Torquay) won the 
Masters and Ryan Jucker 
(Hampton East) won the 
Open Bodyboard category.

Along with the premi-
um URBNSURF waves the 

surfers got to enjoy Work-
safe tradie packs, Hello 
Sauna’s relaxing sauna 
and an exciting range of 
demo boards thanks to 
Boardlab throughout the 
day. 

Full results via www.
surfingvic.com/live

TENPIN BOWLING

Phantom: 1st on 128 pts Jewls, 2nd on 127 
pts Saucer and 3rd on 127 pts HSB.

2s Company – Monday evening: 1st on 
19 pts King Pins, 2nd on 18 pts Jail and 
3rd on 17.5 pts Pinpushers.
ABL (Almost Bowling Legends) – Wednes-
day evening: 1st on 132 pts Storm, 2nd on 
123 pts Dreamers and 3rd on 118.5 pts 
Pinpals.

Business Early – Thursday evening: 1st on 3 
pts Old Timers, 2nd on 3 pts Happy Hour, 
3rd on 3 pts Wooly Balls and 4th on 2 pts 
Turkey Slappers.
Business Late: 1st on 3 pts Team Rich, 2nd 
on 3 pts The Big D’s, 3rd on 2 pts S&R 
Clarke Auto and 4th on 2 pts Holy Splits.

Top scores across each league:
Men: Jason Bence (207), Toby Durdin 

(194) and Scott Lynch (193).
Women: Tricia Niessink (167), Penny 

Wolswinkel (156) and Valma Peterson 
(154).

GOLF

Australian cricket super-
star Glenn Maxwell will 
be heading to the Blitz 
Golf League event at Red 
Rocks Golf Club on Phillip 
Island in December.

Maxwell has con-
firmed that he will play 
at the second event in the 
Blitz Golf League series at 
the Red Rocks Golf Club 
on December 21. Join-
ing him from the cricket 
stables will be Melbourne 
Renegades Captain Will 
Sutherland and teammate 
Fergus O’Neill.

Victorian Golf Profes-
sionals Zach Murray and 
James Marchesani are 
locked in to take on their 
cricketing counterparts. 
Murray, who hails from 
Wodonga in Victoria is 
currently on the Asian 
and Australian PGA Tour. 
Marchesani, born in Mel-
bourne, is on the Austra-
lian PGA Tour and in his 
tenth year as a Profession-
al Golfer.

Red Rocks said it is 
going all out for the fans 
with plans for the event 
including; 
• VIP Hospitality offer-

ings
• CBCo Food and Beer 

Garden areas
• Live Music and DJ’s

• Golf Clinics brought to 
you by Golf Australia

• Face painting and Pet-
ting Zoo for the kids

• Prizes to be won on the 
day

Blitz Golf is the world’s 
first short format Golf 
event colloquially known 
as the T20 of Golf. It fea-
tures pro-golfers playing 
off against sporting and 
media celebrities, revolv-
ing around a central Sta-
dium Hole – with three 
progressively shorter 
rounds of knock-out golf 

played over three hours.
“We’re excited to host 

our first Blitz Golf League 
event this year,” said Ed 
Farquharson from the Red 
Rocks Golf Club.

“It is a great chance to 
showcase what the Phillip 
Island and San Remo area 
has to offer, as we host 
some of Australia’s PGA 
golfers and superstars 
like Glenn Maxwell.”

Grounds passes start 
from $10, kids are free and 
there are VIP Packages 
available at BlitzGolf.net

Results from the league

Registrations are now open for the Nippers 2024/25 season. The program is designed to give chil-
dren aged 6 to 13 essential water safety and surf lifesaving skills.

Nippers program now 
open for registrations

Nippers learn about beach safety, build water confidence and develop crucial skills such as ocean 
swimming, board paddling, beach running and rescue techniques.

Australian cricket superstar Glenn Maxwell will be heading to the 
Blitz Golf League event at Red Rocks Golf Club on Phillip Island on 
December 21.

Cricket superstar tees off

Phillip Island’s Arthur McKenzie came third in the Over 35 Masters Category at the Worksafe Tradies 
Challenge at URBNSURF on the weekend. Photo: Noah Clifford (moshxmedia), Surfing Victoria.

Tradies swap tools for tubes



THE ADVERTISER  |   Wednesday, October 16, 20242 4

4/2 KATE COURT, COWES

• Quiet court location just a short stroll to Cowes 
north facing beach and Anderson Boat Ramp

• Open plan living downstairs with a rumpus and 
bedrooms upstairs

• 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/1 car
$690,000 TO $715,000

19 SEAGROVE WAY, COWES

• Situated in Seagrove Estate opposite park and 
wetlands

• Light filled open plan living with timber floors, 
modern kitchen and woodfire

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars
NEW PRICE – $830,000

23 KEAM CRESCENT, SAN REMO

• Double storey home easy walking distance 
from the Beach, cafes and shops

• Private fully fenced backyard with well-
established gardens

• 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/1car garage
NEW PRICE – $670,000

16 FLATHEAD COURT, SAN REMO

• Nestled in the heart of San Remo in a court 
location, across from a nature resort

• Step inside to a light and bright seamless blend 
of contemporary design and functionality

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 living/2 cars
$950,000

10 SHETLAND HEIGHTS RD, SAN REMO

• Indoor outdoor at its best 
• Dual living zones with separate kitchenette, 

open plan living spaces, 180 degree sweeping 
water views and 50m to a swimming beach

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/3 Cars, 669m2 block 
$1,050,000-$1,150,000

COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave
5952 2633

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade
5678 5408

www.alexscott.com.au
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Q

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local
newsagency

SPORT

CRICKET

A Grade
The A Grade Sharks ventured 
over for a rare trip to Koonwar-
ra to face the newly promoted 
Cougars in a battle of the reign-
ing A1 and A2 premiers.

Captain Daniel Mock won 
the toss and had no hesitation 
in batting first at the pictur-
esque but heavy Koonwarra 
reserve.

Lochie Cleeland and Brodie 
Johnston opened up proceed-
ings and got the innings off 
to a solid and controlled start 
as the scoreboard constantly 
ticked at four runs an over.

The Sharks lost their first 
wicket in the 10th over as 
Johnston nicked a cut shot on 
20 with the score on 43.

Mock joined Cleeland at the 
crease and begun cautiously, 
putting on a further 20 runs 
until Cleeland was dismissed 
for 37.

At two for 63 off 15 overs, it 
was important for the Sharks 
to consolidate whilst still look-
ing to score. Joining Mock was 
Tom Niven and he played the 

perfect role in getting off strike 
and allowing the senior batter 
to become the aggressor.

A change in tactic from the 
Cougars saw Mock capitalise 
on some short pitched bowl-
ing, finding and clearing the 
boundary on multiple occa-
sions to take the run-rate up 
to five an over at the drinks 
break.

A steady few overs out of 
the break saw the partnership 
grow as both batters began 
scoring with ease until Niven 
skied a pull shot for a mature 
27. With the score on 152 after 
32, a solid platform was set for 
the middle order to cash in.

Kohen Beaumont strode to 
the crease and had immediate 
impact as he scored a better 
than a run a ball 26, as he and 
Mock took the score over 200.

With a couple of overs left, 
Mock was able to pile on a few 
late runs as he passed 100, 
eventually finishing on 115 
not out, including three fours 
and seven sixes.

At the end of the 40 overs, 
the Island Sharks finished on 
4/234.

A difficult chase was ahead 

of the Cougars and that be-
come a whole lot harder when 
young star George McCaus-
land ripped the stumps out of 
the ground, two balls in a row 
during the third over.

Some agricultural hitting 
and some sloppy catching saw 
the Cougars work their way 
back into the game, before 
Zac Brown’s offies’ were able 
to produce the vital break-
through of the aggressive 
batsman which opened up the 
door for more wickets.

Zac’s impressive spell con-
tinued as he found two more 
breakthroughs, eventually 
finishing with three for 24 off 
his eight overs.

In his first bowling spell for 
A Grade, Jobe Williams came 
into the attack with great ef-
fect, looking the most dan-
gerous of the bowlers, claim-
ing two wickets in his spell of 
five overs and only conceding 
13 runs — this is even more 
impressive considering he is 
only 14 years old.

At 7/92 the result was all 
but decided, a 60-run partner-
ship ensured the game went 
the distance.

Max Royal bowled with-
out luck all day but picked up 
a late wicket as the Cougars 
batted out their overs, finish-
ing eight for 156 off their 40 
overs.

A great win to start the 
year for the Island Sharks.

B1 Grade
After round one was washed 
out, B1 welcomed Meeniyan 
to Rhyll for the round two 
one day clash, which was in 
immaculate condition thanks 
to groundskeeper Niven’s im-
pressive mower work.

Island skipper Andrew Fin-
layson won the toss and elect-
ed to bat first.

Max Arceo and Tharidu 
Asurumuni opened for the 
Sharks and had only reached 
12 when Tharidu was bowled 
by a beautiful yorker for five.

Connor Epifano was in 
next with Max and the pair 
looked in control when Con-
nor skied an attempted pull 
and was left to wander off gri-
macing in frustration at a lost 
opportunity, and the Sharks 
were 2/30.

Continued page 22

Sharks kick off season
A Grade’s Daniel Mock leaves the field after his unbeaten century.
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