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• Strongly advocate for projects that we actually need:
– Prioritise the sporting precinct opposite the RSL

• The aquatic centre
• New football oval
• Basketball courts

– Complete existing bike tracks before starting any new ones
• No bike track along the foreshore from Cowes to Ventnor;

preserve the foreshore habitat

• Act for the Island’s community needs
• Responsible use of  ratepayers money
• Freeze the waste levy
• Collection of the red bin every week from

Xmas to Australia Day
• 1 free hard rubbish pick up per year
• Parking solutions for the Island that work
• Get a government to commit to lasting

erosion measures
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RECONCILIATION

Last Wednesday the Phillip 
Island Nature Parks (PINP) 
launched their fourth Reconcili-
ation Action Plan (RAP).

RAPs aim to enable organisa-
tions to sustainably and strategi-
cally take action to advance rec-
onciliation with First Nation’s 
people.

The Nature Parks’ latest 
Stretch RAP will guide the or-
ganisation’s approach to recon-
ciliation until 2027.

Catherine Basterfi eld, PINP 
CEO, said as land managers “we 
have responsibility caring for 
Bunurong country, so looking 
after that with Bunurong peo-
ple’s wishes in mind is really, re-
ally important to us.

“And I guess it goes further, 
being a big employer in the re-
gion and just looking after the 
broader First Nation’s commu-
nity is also a big feature in our 
Reconciliation Action Plan,” the 
CEO said.

Patrice Mahoney OAM, an 
Anaiwan woman who has been 
involved in PINP’s journey to-
wards reconciliation since 2011, 
said the latest RAP is “unique” 
because it’s “genuine”.

“Other reconciliation plans 
I guess have an action, and it 
sounds great on paper and looks 
fantastic, but it’s just a moment 
in time for that organisation. 
It’s not necessarily embedded 
deeply within policies and pro-
cedures,” Patrice said.

“Whereas Nature Parks try 
to embed that Aboriginal land 
across all and everyday actions.

“You can go to any of the 
(PINP managed) sites and see 
that you’re acknowledged as 
First Peoples and see that they’re 
managing land on behalf of us, 
not for us. There’s a big differ-
ence in that.”

Allyship
Dr Bev Munro is a Wiradjuri 
woman, who has been involved 
with PINP’s reconciliation jour-
ney since 2018.

Dr Munro made the distinc-
tion that reconciliation without 
allyship often amounts to little 
more than self-serving organ-
isational virtue signalling.

“There’s a lot of reconciliation 
programs that are focused on 
‘we’re white folk and we’re go-
ing to do nice charitable things.’ 
I don’t like that, that’s just co-
lonialism 101 to me,” Dr Munro 
said.

“(Being) allies goes much 

further than trying to resolve 
a particular issue between two 
groups. Allies should be about 
supporting the aspirations of 
that other group and treating 
people as equals.”

Dr Munro said PINP’s com-
mitment to reconciliation and 
allyship has already had an 
impact on the First Nation’s 
community in the Bass Coast 
region.

Continued page 6
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Nature Parks launch “unique, genuine” RAP

Last Wednesday the Phillip Island Nature Parks (PINP) launched their fourth Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). From left: Catherine Basterfield, Kevin Love, Kate 
Adams, Patrice Mahoney OAM, Sally O’Neill, Geoff Westcott, Jane Jobe, Michelle Dickson, Dr Bev Munro.
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HEALTH

Barista coffee and  
food options for Health Hub

The Phillip Island Health Hub Aux-
iliary has donated $14,500 for the 
purchase of a coffee cart for the Hub, 
which means staff and members of 
the public can purchase beverages or 
a snack there.

Next to the coffee cart, in the Hub 
reception area, there is also a vending 
fridge with a variety of healthy drinks 
and food on offer.

Together, the cart and fridge pro-
vide a convenient selection of coffee 
and food options for patients, families 
and staff.

The coffee cart is currently open 

9am-1pm, Monday-Wednesday.
Outgoing Auxiliary President Lyn 

Wadeson said the Auxiliary raised 
the funds through such fundraising 
as Woolamai Picnic Racing days, raf-
fles and trivia nights.

“This coffee cart is a great way of 
supporting the hard-working staff at 
the Health Hub by giving them the 
chance to buy a quality coffee and en-
joy some down-time during their busy 
days,” she said.

“Consumers coming for appoint-
ments or to access the Urgent Care 
Centre will also have the chance to 
unwind with a cuppa while they wait.

“All this would not have been possi-
ble without the support our wonderful 
community has provided to our Aux-
iliary, and in turn Bass Coast Health. 

We’re so lucky to have a generous 
community that is so willing to sup-
port their public healthcare service.”

BCH CEO Jan Child thanked the 
Phillip Island Health Hub Auxiliary 
for their ongoing support.

“We’re fortunate to have a dedi-
cated group of lovely volunteers who 
provide so many entertaining events 
for our community, all in the name of 
supporting our health service,” she 
said.

The Phillip Island Health Hub is lo-
cated at 50-54 Church Street, Cowes, 
for appointments with BCH staff and 
specialists.

The Urgent Care Centre is open 
24/7 for the treatment of minor illness-
es and injuries. Always phone 000 for 
an ambulance during an emergency.

POLICE

BRIEFS

Settlement Road graffiti
Police confirmed they are still investigating an 
incident which occurred on August 23, where a 
wall was graffitied at a commercial premises on 
Settlement Road in Cowes.

It is alleged the offence took place at 2.24am 
and two offenders graffitied the wall. Police have 
released footage to the Bass Coast Eye Watch 
Facebook page and are calling for community as-
sistance to aid police in the investigation.

Anyone with information is urged to contact 
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or at: www.
crimestoppersvic.com.au/report-a-crime/

Grampians Boulevard fire
Police have confirmed a fire that occurred 
around 11.30am on Grampians Boulevard, Cow-
es, last Friday, is not being treated as suspicious. 
It is believed the fire was caused by an accidental 
electrical fault. 

The CFA were able to contain the fire to its 
point of origin in a garage, and stopped the fire 
spreading to the adjoining house.

The Phillip Island Fire Brigade said by the time 
crews arrived, they found the garage fully involved 
with fire beginning to penetrate into the house.

Approx 30 volunteer firefighters attended the 
fire, which comprised of four appliances from 
Phillip Island, and an appliance from San Remo, 
Kilcunda and Wonthaggi.

It took approximately 30 minutes to bring the 
house fire under control, which completely gut-
ted the garage of the property with severe heat 
and smoke damage to the rest of the property. 

Ambulance Victoria were present, and a male 
occupant of the house was airlifted to the Alfred 
Hospital suffering burns and possible smoke in-
halation.

Long weekend driver behaviour
Police said they were “pleased” with driver be-
haviour on the island over the long weekend, 
with no collisions or issues of note.

“At the end of the day, that’s what we want,” 
a Victoria Police member said.

“People to come and have a good time, enjoy 
themselves and get home safely.”

Phillip Island Health Hub Auxiliary Outgoing President Lyn Wadeson cuts the ribbon to open the coffee cart at the Phillip Island Health Hub at 
Cowes, with barista Sue Gale.

Coffee cart for Health Hub
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PLANNING

Phillip Island Nature Parks have 
scotched rumours that they are 
considering progressing with an 
eco-resort development adjacent 
to the Penguin Parade.

Rumours circulated at the re-
cent community meeting held 
to protest the Bass Coast Un-
locking Rural Tourism strategy 
(BURT), which if adopted could 
make way for rural land, es-
pecially along Phillip Island’s 
south coast, to be rezoned for 
tourism development (see sepa-
rate story).

PINP has long flagged devel-
opment of an eco-resort, in 2017 
purchasing a 34.4 hectare farm 
acreage adjacent to the penguin 
reserve to “create a natural buf-
fer between farmland and the 
reserve area”.

Last week a PINP spokesper-
son confirmed no progress had 

been made on resort plans.
“No commercial opportuni-

ties have been explored to date, 
including for any type of ac-
commodation or eco-resort,” the 
spokesperson said.

“We are revisiting our Sum-
merland Peninsula Master Plan 
in 2025, and will consider future 
opportunities for the Peninsula 
in consultation with the commu-
nity, including the 34.4 hectares 
near Swan Lake.”

In the early 2000s the commu-
nity successfully fought against 
a $300 million resort and golf 
course development on the is-
land’s south coast, adjoining the 
Phillip Island Circuit.

Bass Coast Shire councillors 
voted against plans and were 
joined by the National Trust, 
Conservation Society and mem-
bers of the local community, who 
said the project would ruin a pro-
tected area of rugged coastline.

PLANNING

Farmers and conservationists 
have voted for Bass Coast Shire 
Council to scrap a controversial 
planning policy they say will 
damage the environment and 
lead to overdevelopment outside 
town boundaries.

A community meeting in Cow-
es at the end of September saw 
about 60 people call on the shire 
to rescind the Bass Coast Un-
locking Rural Tourism strategy 
(BURT), which makes way for 
rural land – especially along Phil-
lip Island’s south coast – to be re-
zoned for tourism developments.

While BURT was passed by 
council in March 2023, farm-
ers and conservationists were 
alarmed by its full impact after 
the Victorian Planning Minis-
ter intervened to approve the 
Vietnam Veterans Museum at 
Newhaven (rejecting a previous 
VCAT decision), citing BURT 
as “effectively identifying all of 
Phillip Island as being suitable 
for tourism uses”.

At the meeting, organised by 
the Phillip Island Conservation 
Society, four speakers outlined 
their concerns before a motion 
was moved by Ventnor farmer 
Anne Davie, stating the “meet-
ing rejects BURT’s plan for large 
scale development on the land 
and coast of Phillip Island”.

“We ask council to rescind this 
misguided strategy. Bass Coast 
needs a tourism plan which pro-
tects the island’s farmland, coast 
and natural environment,” the 

motion stated, with two votes op-
posed and some abstentions.

Five council election can-
didates attended the meeting: 
David Rooks, Tim O’Brien, Dar-
rell Silva, Tracey Bell, and John 
Trigt, with one speaker alerting 
candidates to “the dangers of 
this ill-conceived strategy” and 
urging a new council “to rescind 
BURT urgently before irrevers-
ible damage is done”.

Famers
Surf Beach farmer Bill Clee-
land, who is the president of the 
Bass Coast branch of the Victo-
rian Farmers Federation, told the 
meeting farmers were not op-
posed to small scale development 
such as farm stays, but were con-
cerned with large scale projects 
on farmland.

“Large scale development 
would adversely affect the agri-
cultural operations of existing 
farmers,” he said, adding farming 
on the island was a success story.

Bill said the overwhelming 
concern now was the Victorian 
Planning Minister could over-
turn any VCAT decision.

Newhaven farmer Rob Lang-
ford was one of two people to 
vote against the motion, saying 
there was not enough explana-
tion of the details of BURT, and 
he believed the greater concern 
was the Planning Minister could 
“now veto and approve whatever 
development she wants”.

Conservation
Speaker Linda Cuttriss could not 

attend and so Rosie Westbrook 
spoke on her behalf, opposing 
BURT, stating it aimed to un-
lock restrictions in the planning 
scheme that currently limit tour-
ism in the farming zone to small-
scale operations directly linked 
with agricultural activities, such 
as farm stays and farm gate sales.

Rosie said BURT recommends 
special use zones be declared at 
Newhaven, Ventnor and Kitty 
Miller Bay for “medium to large 
scale developments where tour-
ism would be the major activity”, 
such as accommodation, confer-
ence centres, restaurants and 
golf courses.

“BURT is a short-sighted 
scheme that threatens to destroy 
Phillip Island’s most valuable 
resources – the beautiful envi-
ronment and outstanding scenic 
landscape – that visitors come 
to enjoy and that the community 
treasures so much,” Rosie said.

PICS president Greg Johnson 
said a “small island arguably al-
ready over-developed” did not 
have enough redundant rural 
land to give up for tourism.

PICS vice president Terry 
Nott said he was very concerned 
by the precedent of the State 
Government citing BURT as “ef-
fectively identifying all of Phillip 
Island as being suitable for tour-
ism use”.

“Phillip Island’s environment 
and landscape is what makes it 
so special. It is central to the visi-
tor economy,” Terry said.

“If BURT recommendations 
are adopted, this is all put at risk.”

ROADS

They were heavily criticised 
when first rolled out, at a cost of 
more than $377,000.

And now it turns out the 
parking sensors installed on-
parking bays in Thompson Av-
enue, Chapel Street and The 
Esplanade in Cowes are being 
sidelined  for a cheap piece of 
chalk.

Island Voice spokeswoman 
Linda Marston said last week 
that she was surprised to see a 
Bass Coast Shire Council park-
ing officer walking up Thomp-
son Avenue marking tyres with 
chalk, despite parking sensors 
having been underneath vehicles.

A shire spokesperson said 
that council parking inspectors 
use a combination of methods 
for car parking compliance, 

including sensors and manual 
checks.

“The sensors on Thompson 
Avenue are operational, but oc-
casionally, manual tyre mark-
ing is used as an additional 
measure or when sensors are 
undergoing maintenance,” the 
spokesperson said.

“Last week, the tyre marking 
was part of our regular compli-
ance approach to ensure effec-
tive monitoring.”

Linda responded, asking if 
chalk was needed as an addi-
tional monitoring measure, or 
indeed to ensure effective moni-
toring, “why then did we spend 
about $377,000 on sensors?.

“You can buy a lot of chalk 
for that money. And it doesn’t 
need expensive maintenance,” 
Linda said.

“If chalk is being used, then 

are the numbers indicated on 
the parking availability dis-
plays (and app) inaccurate or 
meaningless at that time?

“The provision of accurate 
information regarding available 
parking spots was the main rea-
son for deploying parking sen-
sors in the first place, according 
to the shire.”

The “Bass Coast Parking” 
mobile app was launched at the 
end of 2022 to help Cowes’ driv-
ers find a park, in parallel to the 
controversial sensor parking in-
stallation: 375 in on-street bays 
on Thompson Avenue, Chapel 
Street and The Esplanade; and 
123 off-street bays at the Cowes 
Transit Centre; as well as 262 in 
Wonthaggi.

Electronic signs on Thomp-
son Avenue and on Church and 
Chapel streets also alert drivers 

to the direction of and distance 
to available car parking.

The council at the time said 
the “smart parking” technology 
would make it easier to find a 
park and provide council with 
visibility around space occupan-
cy, including duration of stay, us-
age trends, peak usage, as well as 
reporting and data insights to use 
for future planning decisions.

The sensors came under 
heavy criticism from the com-
munity because they were in-
troduced with no consultation, 
with many arguing they were 
not needed outside peak tourist 
season and would push parking 
into residential areas.

Paid parking
Meanwhile, The Age newspa-
per last week reported visitors 
to tourism towns in Victoria 

will face parking charges for 
the first time in some locations 
as “councils consider ways to 
raise revenue from hordes of 
day trippers flocking to popular 
destinations”.

Yarra Ranges Council will 
introduce a paid parking trial 
this year, and the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire will consid-
er a plan to bring in a similar 
scheme after the coming coun-
cil elections.

A previous trial at locations 
along the Mornington Penin-
sula was scrapped following a 
public backlash.

As reported in August, paid 
parking has been mooted as a 
possible solution to moderate in-
creasing demand for car spaces, 
according to a background re-
port to Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil’s new transport strategy.

Parking sensor fail? Or just double-checking?

At the community meeting to discuss future planning policies, from left: farmer and speaker on the night Bill Cleeland, with 
council candidates David Rooks, Tim O’Brien and (far right) John Trigt, and PICS president (second from right) Greg Johnson.

Clear message sent 
to Planning Minister

Phillip Island Nature Parks (PINP) has long flagged the development of an eco-
resort. In 2017 PINP purchased a 34.4 hectare farm adjacent to the Summerland 
Peninusla  to create a natural buffer between farmland and the Summerland 
reserve area.

Nature Parks: no 
plans for resort, yet
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Additional Council Meeting

Bass Coast Shire Council will be holding 
an additional Council Meeting on 
Wednesday, 9 October.

The meeting will commence at 11.30am 
in the Council Chamber, Bass Coast Civic 
Centre, Baillieu Street East, Wonthaggi.

The agenda will be available on Council’s 
website on Thursday 4 October at 
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/meetings.  

Please note that neither October 
2024 Council Meetings will have an 
opportunity for public questions due to 
our Election Period Policy.
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NEWS

COUNCIL

New councillors are on notice: 
The proposed new Cowes Sports 
and Recreation Hub on the cor-
ner of the Phillip Island Road and 
Ventnor Road, is a top priority, 
with an oval first cab off the rank.

As reported last week, de-
velopment of the Sport and 
Recreation Hub was a major 
election issue at the ‘Meet the 
Candidates’ forum run by Island 
Voice.

At the September council 
meeting the Hub was also a hot 
topic during Community Ques-
tion Time, with a focus now on 
next year’s BCS financial plan 
as a means of fast tracking the 
proposed sporting precinct proj-
ect.

Cape Woolamai resident Gra-
ham Jolly asked what were the 
constraints stopping council 
from constructing a new sport-
ing oval during 2025/26, on the 
land earmarked for the Sports 
Hub, under the adopted  2023 
Phillip Island Recreation Re-
serve Master Plan.

Mr Jolly said he guessed an 
oval would cost up to $5 million.

CEO Greg Box responded such 
a project would be guided by coun-
cil’s adopted 10-year long term fi-
nancial plan (LTFP) 2021-31.

“Currently, the actions iden-
tified in the Phillip Island Rec-
reation Reserve Master Plan, 
adopted in September 2023, are 
not included in the LTFP,” Mr 
Box said.

“The LTFP is scheduled for 
review in 2025.”

Funding?
Phillip Island resident Andrew 
Marston said the island had been 
“waiting years for a swimming 
pool” and our “football club des-
perately needs more ovals”.

“Dogs in Bass Coast have 
fewer safe exercise spaces than 
just about anywhere in Austra-
lia,” Mr Marston said.

“Council purchased 80 acres 
of land for recreation. When will 
you honour this commitment 
and rezone this land to facilitate 
progress?”

Mr Box responded saying 
rezoning of the site was not re-
quired for progress to occur.

“Rezoning is a medium-term 
action in the adopted master plan. 
It is anticipated that this process 
will occur in about 10 years.”

Mr Marston also asked what 
funding applications the shire 
had made to state and federal 
sources for the development of 
the sports hub.

“And if none, when will appli-
cations be made so that the com-
munity can use the land council 
has purchased for them?”

Mr Box said currently no 
funding applications had been 
submitted to any grant programs.

“Grant applications typically 
require a financial contribution 
from the council, and at this 
stage, the projects identified in 
the Phillip Island Recreation 
Reserve Master Plan are not in-
cluded in the council’s budget,” 
Mr Box said.

“Future funding is subject to 
review of council’s long term fi-
nancial plan.”

Council candidate John Trigt 
said the Federal Government’s 
$600 million Growing Regional 
Program was designed to fund 
pools and sporting ovals.

“Surf Coast shire announced 
construction of a pool for com-
pletion in 2026,” Mr Trigt said.

“Are our council officers 
working towards a grant submis-
sion for a pool or sporting ovals?”

Mr Box reiterated council con-
tribution required for this program 
was not in the current budget.

Name?
Resident Melissa Dagg asked 
about the naming process for 
the Sports Hub, stating given 
part of the site was already 
named the Hilton Chadwick 
Reserve, “both land lots would 
automatically be the one re-
serve” under that name.

Mr Box said the council was 
not currently considering a 
naming process for the land.

Resident Philip Davy asked 
for details on the community 
consultation that saw the soon-
to-be-implemented $25 million 
Cowes street master plan be-
come a priority project, which 
will see Thompson Avenue be-
come a one-way thoroughfare 
and the loss of car parking 
spaces.

Mr Box said the Cowes 
streetscape master plan was 
adopted in 2022 and involved 
3584 views on engage Bass 
Coast, three drop-in sessions 
with more than 100 people at-
tending and extensive consul-
tation with traders.

ROADS

For decades, Bass Coast Shire 
Council’s special charge scheme 
has been largely unpopular with 
residents on dirt roads, who 
have been reluctant to fork out 
large sums to add bitumen.

But now the shire seems to 
have hit on a winner.

After last year’s  Surf Beach 
and Sunderland Bay Special 
Charge Scheme for 1000 proper-
ties  was abandoned following 
a bruising two-year campaign, 
councillors earlier this year ap-
proved a revised Urban Roads 
and Drainage Improvement 
(URDI) policy, which allows 
large road upgrade projects to 
be broken into smaller ones and 
community-initiated road proj-
ects to be made easier to achieve.

In response, at the Septem-
ber council meeting, yet another 
group of residents have success-
fully lobbied to be placed on a 
growing road upgrades list.

Residents on Bay Road and 
Foreshore Road, Jam Jerrup, 
lodged a petition with 29 signa-
tures requesting the shire repri-
oritise their road project.

“We understand that the 
project would be full funded by 
council and property owners 
adjacent to the road, and are 

willing to financially contribute 
towards the project,” the petition 
stated.

Under the URDI policy, a min-
imum of 50 per cent of property 
owners in an area are required 
to be willing to contribute to an 
upgrade for it to be considered.

The latest petition has 55 
per cent support from property 
owners, and councillors voted 
to start work with them “to in-
vestigate a preferred treatment 
option and potential costs to up-
grade the road”.

Other recent successful pe-
titions include several in Surf 
Beach and Sunderland Bay, with 
nine resident petitions earlier 
this year also leading to three 
other new reprioritised proj-
ects: The Esplanade (from Sun-
derland Bay Road to Batman 
Street); The Esplanade (from 
Zephyr Court to Sunderland 
Bay Road); and Links Street.

A public question by Mario 
Boffa at the council meeting 
asked whether councillors were 
given instructions not to attend 
or conduct community meetings 
with the Sunderland Bay Surf 
Beach residents during the pe-
riod of the overall initial special 
charge scheme”.

Council CEO Greg Box re-
plied “No”.

Push grows for new 
oval, sports hub

Pick me: shire’s 
roads policy a winner

Residents are now queuing to have their roads considered for upgrades. After 
last year’s bruising Surf Beach and Sunderland Bay special charge scheme was 
abandoned, a new policy was introduced, which is proving to be popular.

Council adopted the Phillip Island Recreation Reserve Master Plan in 2023 with more than 35 projects in short, medium 
and long-term priorities across the next several decades.



 Wednesday, October 2, 2024 |   THE ADVERTISER 5

Bendigo Bank retains 'Most 
Trusted Bank' title
Bendigo Bank has once again been named 
Australia’s most trusted bank in the long running 
Roy Morgan trust rankings - for the 10th 
consecutive quarter!

Find out why. Pop into your friendly local 
Community Bank branch today.

San Remo 5678 5833   Cowes 5952 3383   Grantville 5678 8773
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ARTS

The Phillip Island Community 
Art and Craft Gallery last week 
opened its new, permanent ex-
hibition space at the renovated 
former CFA building on Settle-
ment Road.

The opening on Wednesday 
saw the works of about 25 mem-
bers exhibited, including paint-
ings through to photography, as 
well as wood turning, textile art, 
jewellery, knitting, crochet, eco-
dyeing, and basketry.

Gallery committee secretary 
Aleta Groves said the Creative 
Arts Station at 119 Settlement 
Road Cowes – alongside other 
groups such as Boomerang 

Bags and PICES – was now open 
Thursday to Sunday 11am-3pm.

“As we are a community gal-
lery we have the work of our 
members on display and for sale 
throughout the year, with all 
works handmade by our mem-
bers,” Aleta said.

“Every member is a volunteer 
and the volunteers operate the 
gallery.”

Aleta said the reaction to the 
new space had been “amazing” 
and members were glad to final-
ly find their “forever home”.

“When people see the before 
photos they can’t believe it is the 
same place.

“It was a fire station but now 
it’s a bright gallery we are very 

proud of. We are delighted to fi-
nally be able to say the Phillip 
Island Gallery is back.”

The not-for-profit gallery was 
started in 1993 in Chapel Street 
and in 1997 Bass Coast Shire 
Council offered the gallery a 
space at the Cowes Cultural Cen-
tre where it stayed for 20 years 
until the centre was demolished.

For two years the gallery op-
erated out of PICAL.

“In 2022 we found ourselves 
without a space to operate from 
with PICAL moving into their 
new facility,” Aleta said.

“In November of 2022 we 
closed our doors and all we 
could do was hope eventually 
we would have a new location.”

ROAD SAFETY

Local resident Jeff Williams said 
low hanging trees along Phillip 
Island Road are a safety hazard. 
And he’s tired of waiting on Vi-
cRoads to address the issue.

Jeff told the Advertiser he 
contacted VicRoads in August 
about a very low hanging branch 
near the Koala Conservation Re-
serve on Phillip Island Road.

VicRoads told him a contrac-
tor would attend to it, but Jeff is 
frustrated that nothing has been 
done.

“This low hanging branch 
originally extended right across 
the road and several metres of 
it have been broken off by some 
unfortunate higher vehicle,” Jeff 
explained.

He said last week, he saw a Lin-
fox semi almost hit the branch.

“When travelling along the 
Tourist Road from the Koala 
Park to Cowes there are quite a 
few branches which are dead or 
hang low across the road.

“One has fallen on and dam-
aged the entry to Cowes road 
sign.”

He said the response from Vi-
cRoads was “not good enough”.

A spokesperson for the De-
partment of Transport and Plan-
ning said they encouraged mem-
bers of the public to notify them 
of any hazards on the roads.

“To ensure the safety of all 
road users, our crews regularly 
inspect every kilometre of our 
road network. Our team will 
carry out further inspections on 
Phillip Island Road,” the spokes-
person said.

To report road hazards, call 
13 11 70.

Tree branches a hazard
A local resident is frustrated at the lack of response from VicRoads, after re-
porting this low hanging branch on Phillip Island Road a month ago.

Community gallery finally open

It was a joyous reopening of a new Philip Island Community Art and Craft Gallery last week, in the refurbished ex CFA 
building in Settlement Road. Members Aleta Groves (seated) Maureen Ellard and Pamela Doyle advise there is an amazing 
range of arts and craft available at very reasonable prices. More photos at pisra.com.au.

VOTE  1
Darrell Silva
           for Phillip Island

My skills and experience in finance and negotiation with  
government officials and corporations will be a valuable  
asset for ratepayers and Council alike.

Authorised by Darrell Silva, P.O. Box 996, Cowes 3922
dsilvaforbasscoast@gmail.com

The needs I have heard from you, the ratepayers:

BUILDING COMMUNITY
• Progress Sports Complex
• Commonsense Capital Works

PRESERVING COMMUNITY
• Shoreline Erosion Strategy
• Maintenance of road and footpath assets

IMPROVING COMMUNITY
• Phillip Island Parking Strategy
• Holiday Waste Management

A VOTE FOR ME IS A VOTE FOR 
COMMONSENSE, CONSULTATIVE 
AND TRANSPARENT  
DECISION MAKING.
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Nature Parks launch 
“unique, genuine” RAP

From page 1
“When we first started (the reconcili-

ation journey), most people didn’t think 
there were any Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait islander people in Bass Coast,” Dr 
Munro said.

“The fact that the community is now 
recognised, people are now not saying 
‘you’re kidding’ when I say I’m Aborigi-
nal, that’s an improvement.

“The (First Nations) community has 
also grown quite significantly. There’s 
600 plus Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
lander people in the community now.

“We’re still reasonably hidden, but 
we’re getting there. Slow and steady.”

Sharing of knowledge
Patrice Mahoney OAM said the RAP 
laid further foundations for the sharing 
of knowledge between Traditional Own-
ers and First Nations people and Nature 
Parks.

“Where Nature Parks is saying ‘we 
want to learn and we want to listen’, Ab-
original people are saying ‘we want to 
learn and listen off you’,” Patrice said.

“We’d love to talk to your scientists and 

your researchers, to know what you’ve 
learned about seals or penguins or bush 
stone curlews.

“We want to revitalise our own lan-
guage and cultures and ways of doing, 
and sometimes obviously non-Aboriginal 
people have those answers.”

Patrice said often RAPs can be an “in-
ternal document”, but that PINP’s fourth 
RAP was a “model of going outwards 
rather than inwards,” an “understanding 
of reciprocity ... and a circular system”.

Catherine Basterfield said one of the 
aims of the latest RAP was to make First 
Nations and Bunurong culture more vis-
ible across Nature Parks managed land.

“There’s a lot of truths that we can 
tell, but there’s a lot of stories that are 
(Bunurong people’s) stories, and who we 
share them with and how we share them 
needs to be really guided and driven by 
Bunurong,” Ms Basterfield said.

“I look forward to seeing a time that 
visitors to the island can visually see how 
important this place is, not just for its en-
vironment but for its culture as well.

“We’re not there yet, but we’ll keep 
working through it.”

COUNCIL

After eight years as a Bass 
Coast Shire councillor, 
Michael Whelan is offi-
cially set to retire.

With elections in Octo-
ber, Cr Whelan attended 
his final council meeting 
last month, with council 
now in caretaker mode.

He said it was time 
for him to stand aside to 
make way for the next 
generation.

“I have done my bit, and 
I have a strong commit-
ment to passing the baton 
to the next generation. It 
is time for some youth,” he 
said, adding it was for oth-
ers to judge his legacy.

The former mayor – 
who was the inaugural 
chair of the South East 
Councils Climate Change 
Alliance – said he was 
proud of the construction 
of Berninneit, council’s  
declaration of a climate 
emergency and “seeing 
councils across Australia 
step up to fill the vacuum 
in climate action disgrace-
fully abandoned by the 
Federal Government”.

“As well I have sought 
to highlight the urgency of 
action to address sea lev-
el rise and with Cr Race 
from Mornington have 

started a state-wide ap-
proach that we hope will 
increasingly get state and 
federal attention.”

Cr Whelan said to be 
successful in council “you 
have to be part of the team”.

“It takes five votes to 
carry a decision.

“I am grateful I got to 

work beside some won-
derful people in my eight 
years in a council that was 
progressive and insight-
ful. We got things done.”

As for retirement, he 
and his wife Mary plan 
to “travel, play music and 
perhaps swing a golf club 
from time to time”.

Whelan bids farewell 
after eight years

Island Ward councillor Michael Whelan is stepping down from the 
role he has held for eight years, including time as mayor.

TOURISM

An upgrade to the Penguin Parade, which 
includes a new accessible boardwalk and 
penguin viewing stands, has hit a major 
milestone

Surefoot footings and steel framework 
have been installed as part of the project, 
which has been funded by a $5 million 
grant from the Regional Tourism Invest-
ment Fund.

As part of the construction, steel 
framework was lifted by helicopter into 
location, with a skilled pilot guiding the 
beams and frames into position – pro-
tecting the sensitive natural habitat from 
heavy construction vehicles.

Other components of the boardwalk 
were carried in by hand and installed 
one-by-one to ensure the little penguins 
and their habitat were protected.

All works have been undertaken with 
qualified wildlife officers on-site. This 
ensures any penguins that may be pres-
ent during construction are monitored 
and uninterrupted by the works.

“Phillip Island is one of Australia’s 
must-see tourist destinations,” said Na-
ture Parks CEO Catherine Basterfield,

“We are grateful for the government’s 

commitment in bettering our tourism of-
fering so the Penguin Parade can be en-
joyed for generations to come.”

Minister for Environment Steve Dimo-
poulos said the upgrade would give visi-
tors a chance to get closer to the beach and 
enjoy the spectacle of the little penguins 
waddling up the shore each evening.

Once completed, the new boardwalk 
will create an improved looped walking 
experience to better connect visitors with 
nature and provide greater accessibility 
for all abilities through to the penguin 
viewing stands.

In addition, there will be greater 
shared access, improved visitor flow, in-
creased capacity and an even closer view 
of the little penguins waddling home 
each evening.

The works will also continue to pro-
vide protection to little penguins by use 
of elevated boardwalks to allow them un-
limited movement within the habitat.

Terroir Architects and Simpson Con-
struction are working with the Nature 
Parks on the Penguin Parade Board-
walks and Viewing Stands Redevelop-
ment project, which is due to be finished 
by December 2024 in time for the peak 
summer visitor season.

Better view at 
Penguin Parade

Workers were on hand to install the steel framework which was helicoptered in as part of the new 
boardwalk construction at the Penguin Parade.
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An election will be held for Bass Coast Shire Council. 

Check the mail for your ballot pack
Ballot packs containing voting material will be mailed to enrolled voters from 
Monday 7 October. 

This is a postal election only. 

If you do not receive your ballot pack by Tuesday 15 October please visit 
vec.vic.gov.au to complete the online replacement form, or call 131 832 to arrange a 
replacement.

Candidates
Candidates who have nominated for election are listed in the ballot packs and at 
vec.vic.gov.au 

A photo and candidate statement will also be included if provided by candidates. 
Responses to a candidate questionnaire, if provided, are available at vec.vic.gov.au

How to vote correctly
You must complete your ballot paper correctly for your vote to count. Put the number 
1 in the box next to the candidate you want to see elected, then number all the other 
boxes in order of your choice. You must number every box and only use each number 
once. 

How to return your ballot pack
Put your completed ballot paper in the ballot paper envelope, complete the 
declaration, then post it ASAP using the reply-paid envelope provided, or hand deliver 
it during election office hours to:

Old Post Office

74 McBride Avenue

Wonthaggi

Voting is compulsory
Voting is compulsory for all voters who were enrolled at 4 pm on Wednesday 7 August. 
This includes state-enrolled and council-enrolled voters. 

If you don’t vote and don’t have a valid excuse, you may be fined.

Your completed ballot pack must be in the mail or hand delivered 
by 6 pm Friday 25 October.

State-enrolled voters can register for free VoterAlert SMS and 
email reminders at vec.vic.gov.au

Bass Coast Shire Council postal election 
My council, my vote 

Authorised by S. Bluemmel, Electoral Commissioner, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria.

@electionsvicvec.vic.gov.au | 131 832 
For enquiries in languages other than English:

ខម្ែរ (Khmer) 9209 0192 한국어 (Korean) 9209 0194 македонски (Macedonian) 9209 0105 न ेपाल ी (Nepali) 9209 0163 9209 0195 (Persian) فارسی ภาษาไทย (Thai) 9209 0164
Türkçe (Turkish) 9209 0110 9209 0165 (Urdu) اردو Tiếng Việt (Vietnamese) 9209 0111 All other non-English languages 9209 0112

Hrvatski (Croatian) 9209 0102 9209 0193 (Dari) دری Thuɔŋjäŋ (Dinka) 9209 01119 Ελληνικά (Greek) 9209 0103
ی

9209 0162 (Hazaragi) آزرگی Italiano (Italian) 9209 0104
廣東話 (Cantonese) 9209 0101ي عربي� (Arabic) 9209 0100 ܐܵܵܬܘܿܿܪܵܝܵܵܵܐ (Assyrian) 9209 0160 ျမနမ္ာ (Burmese) 9209 0161 简体中文 (Mandarin) 9209 0106
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COUNCIL ELECTION

Island Voice hosted guest speak-
er Dean Hurlston, President of 
advocacy group Council Watch, 
and long-time Surf Coast Shire 
councillor Dr Heather Wellington 
at their AGM last week.

The guest speakers  discussed 
a range of systematic failures and 
bureaucratic processes in local 
government which many council-
lors struggle against.

Present in the audience were 
eight council candidates spread 
across all three Bass Coast Shire 
wards, including one sitting coun-
cil member. Dean Hurlston is an 
outspoken critic of council behav-
iour  across Victoria, and stressed 
the need for ratepayers to engage 
in the democratic process and se-
riously consider who they vote for 
in the upcoming council elections.

Mr Hurlston said a “good pro-
portion” of council mismanage-
ment was due to residents’ lack of 
interest in council elections, and 
who they elect to represent them.

“When you elect someone, you 
surrender your control to that per-
son representing you. That’s de-
mocracy,” Mr Hurlston said. 

“You have a vote; you have a 
voice.”

Mr Hurlston criticised the 
“system and culture” of councils, 
citing guarded “self-prescriptive 
standards” as a significant con-

tributing factor causing poor 
council management.

“Lobbying the administration, 
you’re wasting your time, you’re 
talking to the wrong people,” Mr 
Hurlston said.

“You don’t go to the cashier 
at McDonald’s and say ‘I want to 
teach you how to make a better 
burger’.

“We have to actually get to the 
policy makers at the table, which 
are the councillors. We need more 
people like Heather.”

Bureaucratic roadblocks
Dr Heather Wellington was a 
councillor for the Surf Coast 
Shire for 16 years (retiring at the 
end of this term), and the former 
lawyer and doctor said being a 
councillor was “the most diffi-
cult job I’ve ever done in my life”.

Dr Wellington discussed a 
number of bureaucratic road-
blocks she came up against when 
trying to perform her role as 
councillor, saying it was impor-
tant in the role to understand how 
big organisations are profession-
ally managed.

“Of your councillors you need 
at least some that have managed 
or been part of a governance 
group or big organisation,” Dr 
Wellington said.

“If I were having a forum of 
councillor candidates, I would 
say to them: ‘what would you be 

looking for in a CEO if you had 
to appoint one during your term 
as councillor?’

“You need people who’ve sat 
on boards, who understand ac-
countability and the questions to 
ask the CEO.”

Dr Wellington said she saw 
holding the (council) organisa-
tion and CEO to account, in a 
productive manner, as a sig-
nificant role for councillors, al-
though this is often difficult due 
to the lack of information given 
to councillors.

Dr Wellington said even 
though she was “a pretty well 
qualified person”, the lawyer 
and doctor still found it highly 
difficult to navigate the “terrible 
bureaucracy” of the Surf Coast 
Shire Council.

Speaking of first arriving as 

a councillor, Dr Wellington said 
she felt “intimidated”.

“You suddenly think, ‘Oh, 
I’ve never thought about a plan-
ning decision’. And here are all 
these officers with this skill set 
and knowledge, and they be-
come your crutch, really. And 
you become captive.

“And in my view, (as a coun-
cillor) you are groomed to be 
captive.”

Transparency
Dr Wellington said she spent “al-
most all” of her councillor allow-
ance on legal fees fighting for ac-
cess to information necessary to 
inform her decisions as a council-
lor, and often had to file Freedom 
of Information requests. 

In terms of differing council 
approaches to transparency, Dr 

Wellington said “at a local level, 
it depends on the CEO and what 
they’re prepared to do, to allow 
people access to and allow coun-
cillors access to.”

The Surf Coast Shire council-
lor said she had seen first-hand 
the considerable difference when 
councils are transparent with in-
formation.

“I’ve been through some very 
difficult times, but also now I feel 
I do get access to everything I 
need (because) the current ad-
ministration is really good.

“But you’ll hear councillors 
across the state at various coun-
cils talking about difficulty get-
ting information.

“It’s a real tool, information, 
and you can’t do your job unless 
you’ve got access to it.”

Mr Hurlston slammed the lack 
of council transparency across 
the state, saying the information 
afforded to councillors is “make 
or break”.

“As a councillor, it is vital you 
get accurate information, and 
that you can question that infor-
mation.

“The entire bureaucracy is 
geared towards not letting you.

“So you need people on coun-
cil who actually know the game 
that’s being played, (who) know 
what their role is and what their 
collective power is.”

www.councilwatch.com.au/

ISLAND VOICE AGM

Island Voice held its annual AGM 
last Wednesday in the Anzac 
Room at the Phillip Island RSL.

President Peter Paul spoke 
of several concerns for Phil-
lip Island residents and Island 
Voice members, including: the 
much-anticipated DAL and town 
boundaries; the “appalling” num-
ber of roadkill; the coastal ero-
sion at Silverleaves; and carpark-
ing facilities.

Concerning the Distinctive 

Areas and Landscapes (DAL), 
which will reassess town bound-
aries on the island, Peter said “we 
are still whistling in the wind”.

“Our current town boundar-
ies are sacrosanct and should be 
recognised by the Victorian Par-
liament.”

Bass Coast was declared a 
DAL in 2019, aiming to lock in 
town boundaries, and tighten 
planning controls to protect sig-
nificant landscapes.

But the DAL’s final hurdle, 
the Statement of Planning Policy 

(SPP), must first be endorsed, 
which was expected last year, 
but was extended to October this 
year.

However, in August, the Minis-
ter for Planning Sonya Kilkenny 
refused to speculate on specifics 
of the DAL’s final release, when 
asked by the Advertiser.

Ms Kilkenny said she under-
stood the project was a prior-
ity for the community, but did 
not want to give a timeframe for 
when it would be released.

The Island Voice president 

also said “much more needs to be 
done” to address the significant 
number of roadkill on the island, 
suggesting lowering speed limits 
as a possible solution.

Of the Silverleaves erosion cri-
sis, Peter said “we’re losing too 
much, too quickly”, calling for the 
State And Federal Governments 
to find a “permanent solution”.

“Every piecemeal thing we’ve 
tried on the beach has been 
washed away,” he said.

“I’m not an oceanographer, but 
what I am is a concerned citizen, 

and I’ll bow to the best of science. 
They’ve got solutions, what they 
haven’t got is the funds to do it.”

Island Voice also celebrated 
its efforts in holding the “won-
derful” community Carols night, 
which last year was attended by 
around 4000 people.

After the AGM, in the lead 
up to the council election, Island 
Voice hosted guest speakers 
Dean Hurlston of Council Watch 
and Surf Coast Shire councillor 
Dr Heather Wellington (see sep-
arate article).

Island community voices concerns

Community body Island Voice hosted Council Watch CEO Dean Hurlstson and Surf 
Coast Shire councillor Dr Heather Wellington as guest speakers at  their AGM last 
week. From left: Peter Paul, Dean Hurlston, Dr Heather Wellington and Peter McMahon.

“You have a vote; you have a voice”: Council Watch
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Wonthaggi Mitsubishi 
346 Bass Highway, Wonthaggi VIC 3995
T (03) 5672 1122    LMCT 8179
www.wonthaggimitsubishi.com.au          

Leongatha Mitsubishi
1 Hughes Street, Leongatha VIC 3953
T (03) 5662 4088    LMCT 8179
www.leongathamitsubishi.com.au

Do your thing and do it in outlandish style. Reimagined, redesigned and remarkably redefined, the all-new Outlander
with Super-All Wheel Control* gives you the freedom to be yourself, wherever you want to be. Its powerful presence,

impressive stance and intuitive technology inspire confidence wherever the journey takes you.

*AWD models only. Conditions apply. Excludes Government, Rental and National Business customers. See Mitsubishi-motors.com.au for further details. 10 Year/200,000km New Car Warranty (whichever occurs first and when all scheduled services are completed at a Mitsubishi Dealership). 10 Year/150,000km Capped Price Servicing (whichever 
occurs first). Includes the first 10 regular services (at 15,000km/12 month scheduled intervals). Some items excluded or subject to separate warranty. Any non-regular service/repair items are at an additional cost, Servicing must be completed by a Mitsubishi Dealer within 7,500kms or 6 months of the service due date. Valid from date of vehicle 
registration. Always consult your authorised Mitsubishi Dealer for the latest details, options, availability and conditions on New Vehicle Warranty. Exceed model shown. MMA2307

XX STREET ST, SUBURB, STATE
HOMETOWNMITSUBISHI.COM.AU | 1300 911 850
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Do your thing and do it in outlandish style. Reimagined, redesigned and remarkably redefined, the all-new Outlander
with Super-All Wheel Control* gives you the freedom to be yourself, wherever you want to be. Its powerful presence,

impressive stance and intuitive technology inspire confidence wherever the journey takes you.

*AWD models only. Conditions apply. Excludes Government, Rental and National Business customers. See Mitsubishi-motors.com.au for further details. 10 Year/200,000km New Car Warranty (whichever occurs first and when all scheduled services are completed at a Mitsubishi Dealership). 10 Year/150,000km Capped Price Servicing (whichever 
occurs first). Includes the first 10 regular services (at 15,000km/12 month scheduled intervals). Some items excluded or subject to separate warranty. Any non-regular service/repair items are at an additional cost, Servicing must be completed by a Mitsubishi Dealer within 7,500kms or 6 months of the service due date. Valid from date of vehicle 
registration. Always consult your authorised Mitsubishi Dealer for the latest details, options, availability and conditions on New Vehicle Warranty. Exceed model shown. MMA2307

XX STREET ST, SUBURB, STATE
HOMETOWNMITSUBISHI.COM.AU | 1300 911 850

* Off er Valid on the purchase of any new or demonstrator vehicle sold from 01.09.2024 until 31.10.2024 and delivered by 31.10.2024. Not valid in conjunction with any other off er. 
$5,000 Flight Centre Voucher is not redeemable for cash. Winner will be drawn at the dealership on 15.11.2024. Winners will be notifi ed by phone. Only vehicles in stock are eligible. LMCT 8179

You could win a $5,000 
Flight Centre Voucher*

Purchase any New or Demonstrator vehicle from 
September 1 until October 31, 2024 to go into the draw.

Plenty of stock • Great deals • Finance available

Spring Super Sale
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If you’re contemplating where to send your child to school 
in 2026 or beyond, come along to our special information 
morning. Learn about our unique educational programs and 
gain a deeper understanding of the wonderful opportunities 
offered to students at Newhaven College. This will be covered 
in a tailored presentation specifically designed for future Prep 
enrolments.

Prep Info Session - 9.00am

College Tour
 WEDNESDAY 16 OCT 2024

Come along to our

To find out more contact our Admissions Officer, Bec Anderson 
on 03 5956 7505 or email admissions@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Whole School Tour - 9.30am
Join us for an opportunity to meet our principal and let our students guide you on 
a tour of our incredible school, where excellence in education truly comes to life.
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EDUCATION

Newhaven College’s Ju-
nior School students daz-
zled on stage in their per-
formance of Just a Drip.

The talented duo of 
Nina and David Prideaux 
directed the show and 
were responsible for writ-
ing the scripts and lyr-
ics, composing the music 
and choreographing the 
performances. Every one 
of the 231 students, from 
Prep to Year 4, participat-
ed, turning the production 
into a professional and 
polished event.

The College said the 
Junior School produc-
tion offers every child an 
opportunity to perform 
in front of an audience, a 
skill many students view 
as a natural part of their 

school experience. From 
Junior School assemblies 
and choir performances to 
daily classroom activities, 
students are consistently 
exposed to public speak-
ing and performance, 
building their confidence 
and skills in these areas.

Just a Drip is a heart-
warming tale of Splash, 
played by Sage van der 
Walt, a very melodious 
bottle of water. She trav-
els from the supermar-
ket refrigerator where 
she never gets picked for 
parties, to snow-capped 
mountains, to the sew-
ers under the city.  Splash 
discovers every drop of 
water has a song, and she 
begins to learn about the 
importance of water more 
than she ever thought pos-
sible. Splash travels with 

Frank Green, played by 
Leith Cameron, through 
a chorus of quirky lands, 
all relying on the special 
qualities of water. Along 
her journey, Splash learns 
about the importance of 
water.

Staff, students and par-
ents worked diligently to 
bring the final produc-
tion to life. Nina, David, 
and many Junior School 
staff worked tirelessly to 
make the show a reality. 
Students dedicated their 
lunchtimes and after-
school hours to rehears-
ing, memorising lines and 
perfecting songs. Junior 
School parents gener-
ously volunteered their 
time to organise props and 
costumes. Those who at-
tended the performance 
were truly impressed by 

the exceptional acting and 
singing skills the students 
displayed on stage.

The sets were created 
by Tony Kellett and stu-
dents from the VET Build-
ing and Construction 

class. The sets certainly 
supported the professional 
image of the show. The 
live music, performed by 
College staff, completed 
the overall performance 
with style.

“To see the students 
perform with energy, en-
joyment and confidence 
is a credit to everyone in-
volved,” said Head of Ju-
nior School, Cath Huther.

“We are extremely for-
tunate to have the talented 
duo of Nina and David 
Prideaux, dedicated teach-
ers who have contributed 
enormously to this major 
production, by directing 
Just a Drip, writing the 
scripts and lyrics, compos-
ing the music and choreo-
graphing the performances.

“The College would 
also like to thank the won-
derful band of parents 
who have worked tire-
lessly on costumes, label-
ling, props, sets, painting, 
make up and many other 
things required to stage a 
performance like this.”

EDUCATION

This term, Newhaven 
College was delighted to 
welcome Prep students 
enrolled for 2025 into the 
Pre-Prep Transition Pro-
gram. As part of this ini-
tiative, the young learn-
ers participated in weekly 
library sessions designed 
to introduce them to the 
world of books and the 
school environment.

The library sessions 
provided students with the 
opportunity to enjoy story 
time with the College’s 
Head of Junior School, 
Cath Huther, and Princi-
pal, Tony Corr, who both 
thoroughly enjoyed get-
ting to know the future 
preps and their families.

Such learning experi-
ences help the future preps 
to become familiar with 
their new school surround-
ings, and to build connec-
tions with peers. Equally 
important, the transition 
program serves as a valu-
able opportunity for par-
ents to connect with other 
families embarking on the 
prep journey next year.

Head of Junior School, 
Cath Huther, is passion-
ate about the importance 
of welcoming future preps 
through the school’s tran-
sition program.

“Our Pre-Prep Transi-
tion Program is more than 
just an introduction to 
school – it’s the beginning 
of an educational journey. 
We are thrilled to see our 

future preps take these 
first steps with confidence 
and enthusiasm, knowing 
that they are supported 
by a strong community of 
educators, peers and fami-
lies,” she said.

“We look forward to 
witnessing the many mile-
stones they will achieve as 
they transition, grow and 
become valued members 
of our Newhaven College 
community.”

There are currently 
no vacancies for the Prep 
2025 intake at the College. 
However, places are avail-
able for 2026 and beyond. 
Interested families are in-
vited to come along on a 
College Tour on Wednes-
day October 16.

A special Prep Informa-
tion Session will be held 
prior to the tour, particu-
larly tailored for 2026, 2027 
and 2028 prospective enrol-
ments.

This information ses-
sion is designed to provide 
families with a compre-
hensive overview of the 
programs offered in the 
Junior School. The event 
will feature an informative 
presentation, followed by a 
guided tour of the school.

Go to ‘Book a Tour’ on 
the Newhaven College 
website or contact the Ad-
missions Officer, Bec An-
derson on 03 5956 7505 or 
admissions@newhavencol.
vic.edu.au.
/ Sponsored article /

A bright educational journey

Principal Tony Corr read everyone’s favourite book Hairy MacLary 
to future Prep students during the Newhaven College Pre-Prep 
Transition Program library session.

Triumphant junior production
Preps dressed as different types of clouds, sang about where 
water comes from. More photos at pisra.com.au/education

Year 3 students Makayla Keene and Savannah James wait for 
their hair to set during the Year 3 number about how important 
water is to life.

Year 4 students Leith Cameron as ‘Frank Green’ and Sage van der 
Walt as ‘Splash’ lead the ensemble.

The Narrators (from left): Charli Pope, Ethan Moyle, Ray Johns, 
Flynn Chaston, Rose Deery, Chloe Shapardon, Sophie Blake, Indigo 
Northover, Olivia Clark, Francis Werner and Evelyn McCabe.
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CELEBRATE WITH US
MYRSL  MEMBERS ONLY  1st - 31st of October

10% OFF ALL SENIOR MEALS*

LUNCH MON - THURS

*Senior Card must be shown

CELEBRATE WITH US
MYRSL

10%

PIRSL.COM.AU

/PHILLIPISLANDRSL

225-243 THOMPSON AVE COWES VIC
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Grandview Family Clinic 
is being supported 
by the Melbourne 
Sexual Health Centre 
(MSHC), internationally 
recognised as a leader 
in sexual health care and 
research.

Our staff have received 
in-depth training and 
education from MSHC 
and we have adopted 
their policies and 
guidelines so we can best 
support our patients.

3 Grandview Grove, Cowes, Vic 3922
t: 03 5951 1860 f: 08 7560 5102
w: www.familydoctor.com.au

DID YOU KNOW THAT GRANDVIEW  
FAMILY CLINIC CAN PROVIDE :

• Screening tests for Sexually transmitted  
infections for people without any symptoms

• Testing and treatment for people with  
sexually transmitted infections

• We provide onsite treatment for Chlamydia, 
Gonorrhoea, Syphilis and Genital warts

• Check-ups for people working in the Sex 
Industry

• Prescriptions for PEP and PrEP

• MPOX Vaccines

To book your Sexual Health appointment call us 
on  (03) 5951 1860 or book online via our website:  

www.familydoctor.com.au/grandviewfamilyclinic
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Phillip Island Leisure Centre
10-14 Church Street Cowes VIC 3922
T (03) 5952 2811

Friday 11 October 2:15pm Chair-Based Exercise
Friday 18 October 2:00pm Pickleball
Tuesday 22 October 9:15am Intro to Strength Based Training
Wednesday 30 October 2:15pm Zumba Gold 

Bookings are essential, please call us on 5952 2811.

FREE EVENTS
for Seniors Month, 
for people aged 60+

JD
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SENIORS FESTIVAL  2024
Advertising Feature

Explore. 
Engage. 
Evolve.

Our Melaleuca Aged Care residents (and kids) 
are having a ball interacting and playing together 
each week. 

� e squeals of delight bring joy and laughter 
to our home and it’s so lovely to see our residents 
light up when our special friends come to visit. 

1 Watchorn Rd, Cowes   |   Ph: 03 5952 3266
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Throughout October, the 
2024 Victorian Seniors Fes-
tival is celebrating our older 
residents, and Bass Coast has 
some great events on offer.

The theme for this year’s 
festival is “Explore. Engage. 
Evolve” and the local pro-
gram provides plenty of op-
portunities to do just that.

A highlight of the month is 
a special performance by the 
Victorian Concert Orchestra 
at the Wonthaggi Union Com-
munity Arts Centre on Octo-
ber 20 at 2pm. As part of Bass 
Coast Shire Council’s support 
of the festival, tickets are an 

affordable $15.
Activities included in this 

year’s festival include fitness 
classes, gardening, photogra-
phy, music, writing, history, 
croquet come and try day and 
events hosted at the local li-
braries.

Events are located all 
across the shire, and are list-
ed in the Bass Coast Seniors 
Festival brochure, available 
on the council website.

On the island, events in-
clude Walk for Wellness with 
Phillip Island Camera Club 
(October 4) and Open Day at 
the Phillip Island Men’s Shed 

(October 8). A highlight of 
the month is the free Johnny 
Cash and June Carter Show 
at Berninneit on October 16, 
which is now fully booked 
out.

The 2024 Festival is com-
munity driven and includes 
free and low-cost events. Over 
16 local events have been cu-
rated by community groups, 
keen to help others “explore, 
engage and evolve”.

You can find more details 
and download the full pro-
gram at www.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/community-support-
services/healthy-ageing

Walking groups, fitness classes, gardening, photography, music, writing, history and croquet 
are just some of the activities on offer in Bass Coast during this October’s Seniors Festival.

Celebrate our Seniors this month
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192 Thompson Ave, Cowes, Vic 3922

A Warm Welcome Awaits You…A Warm Welcome Awaits You…A Warm Welcome Awaits You…
At Banfields Aged Care, we understand that finding the 
right place to call home in later life is about comfort, 
familiarity, and being part of a caring community. Now 
under the trusted management of Leanne I’Anson, a 
beloved Bass Coast local who returns to continue the 
tradition of heartfelt care she helped establish, Banfields 
is once again a warm and welcoming home for all.

As a family-owned residence, we pride ourselves on creating 
a true sense of belonging, where everyone feels at home and 
cared for like family.

Nestled in the heart of Cowes, Banfields offers a homely 
environment where residents are supported by a 
compassionate, experienced team dedicated to their wellbeing. 
Our beautiful gardens and cozy spaces provide the perfect 
backdrop for daily life, whether it’s enjoying a peaceful moment 
or spending time with loved ones.

We are more than just a place to live – we’re a community. With 
shared lounges, a welcoming café, and daily activities, Banfields 
fosters genuine connections among residents and staff. We 
believe in the importance of community involvement and 
love welcoming new residents and families from near and far, 
embracing them in true island fashion.

Whether you’re looking for support with day-to-day care or 
specialised dementia services, Banfields is a place where you’ll 
feel at home – surrounded by people who care.

Book a Personal Tour Today
Call (03) 5951 2500 or email reception@banfields.com.au

banfields.com.au

AACG017 Banfields Ad_260x186_Oct 2024_v1.indd   1AACG017 Banfields Ad_260x186_Oct 2024_v1.indd   1 23/9/2024   11:28 am23/9/2024   11:28 am
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Nestled in the heart of Cowes, 
Banfields Aged Care stands 
as a shining example of home-
style accommodation, offering 
a warm and welcoming environ-
ment for those entering the later 
stages of life. Owned and oper-
ated by the Australian Aged 
Care Group (AACG), this single-
level facility provides a comfort-
ing, community-oriented setting 
where residents can enjoy a 
peaceful, fulfilling lifestyle.

AACG has built a legacy of 
care, rooted in the Matthies 
family’s experience in the aged 
care sector, which dates back to 
the 1960s. With homes in Kew, 
Mount Eliza, and Cowes, AACG 
has become known for deliver-
ing high-quality care while fos-
tering a sense of belonging and 
community.

At Banfields, this tradition is 
upheld under the new manage-
ment of Leanne I’Anson, a Bass 
Coast local, well-known and be-
loved by the Phillip Island com-
munity. Her leadership, com-
bined with the care ethos of the 
Matthies family, ensures that 
Banfields continues to operate 
as a family-run home that places 
people at the heart of everything 
it does.

Banfields Aged Care offers 
residents a range of tailored care 
options. Whether you’re look-
ing for a short-term respite stay 
or seeking permanent accom-
modation, Banfields provides 
all levels of support, including 
a specialised Memory Support 
Unit for those with dementia. 
The home’s person-centred ap-
proach ensures that every resi-

dent receives a customised care 
plan, developed by a dedicated 
team of registered nurses and 
professional care staff. With an 
emphasis on independence, dig-
nity, and overall wellbeing, Ban-
fields supports its residents in 
maintaining their quality of life, 
regardless of their care needs.

The layout of the home has 
been thoughtfully designed to 
promote a sense of connection 
and community. Banfields con-
sists of several separate wings, 
all linked by spacious lounge, 
sitting, and dining areas. These 
communal spaces provide op-
portunities for residents to en-
gage with each other, participate 
in activities, or simply relax in a 
comfortable, home-like setting. 
Additional amenities, including 
a cinema, hair and beauty salon, 

private dining room, and beauti-
fully landscaped courtyards and 
gardens, further enhance the 
residents’ experience, offering 
both relaxation and recreation 
within easy reach.

Banfields is more than just a 
place to live – it’s a community. 
The team at Banfields under-
stands that for many, choos-
ing an aged care home is about 
finding comfort and familiarity. 
The staff work hard to create a 
family-like atmosphere where 
residents feel at ease and part 
of something bigger. Daily ac-
tivities encourage social engage-
ment and help build meaningful 
connections between residents 
and staff. The warm, welcoming 
café is a popular spot for both 
residents and their families, 
while the home’s gardens pro-

vide a serene backdrop for en-
joying quiet moments or spend-
ing time with loved ones.

At Banfields, community in-
volvement is encouraged, and 
new residents and their families 
are welcomed with open arms, 
in true island fashion. Whether 
local to the area or arriving 
from elsewhere, everyone is em-
braced as part of the Banfields 
family. With a compassionate 
team, a home-like environment, 
and a commitment to person-
alised care, Banfields Aged 
Care offers an exceptional life-
style where residents can truly 
feel at home.

For more information and a 
personal tour, call 03 5951 2500 
or email reception@banfields.
com.au

www.banfields.com.au

Family-run with a heartfelt legacy
Additional amenities at Banfields include a cinema, hair and beauty salon, private dining room, and 
beautifully landscaped courtyards and gardens.

In the heart of Cowes, Banfields Aged Care is a shining example of home-style accommodation, offer-
ing a warm and welcoming environment for its residents.

SENIORS FESTIVAL  2024
Advertising Feature

Explore. 
Engage. 
Evolve.
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Greg Price
0419 337 441

Maree Malloy   
0408 316 715                          

Chase Watters
0423 272 819

Brian Silver
0407 347 509

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes
5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU
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Property styling can give you an advantage
First impressions are everything and in an increasingly tough real estate market, Pint Size Property Styling can help your 
home stand out from your competitors. We know what it takes to create an emotional connection for potential buyers 
which translates to homes that sell more quickly and for higher prices.   Contact Steph on 0412 031 035

JD
02429A
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Advertising Feature
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Advertising Feature

As The Block celebrates its 
20th season, we have wit-
nessed not just stunning 
property transformations 
but also a remarkable testa-
ment to the potential of the 
current real estate market 
for permanent residential 
buyers on Phillip Island. 

This season’s standout 
contestants, Maddy and 
Charlotte, embody the 
spirit of innovation and 
entrepreneurship that can 
inspire prospective home-
owners to seize unique op-
portunities.

As we approach the tra-
ditional spring selling sea-
son, the market is primed 
for buyers ready to explore 
a variety of properties that 
showcase modern designs 
and thoughtful renovations. 
Maddy and Charlotte’s 
House 1 exemplifies how 
creativity and meticulous 
planning can lead to excep-
tional homes, highlighting 
the exciting options avail-
able to buyers.

Spring offers a fresh 
start, making it an ideal 
time for those looking to in-
vest in their future through 
homeownership.

With an influx of listings 
expected, buyers will find 

a wealth of opportunities 
that cater to diverse tastes 
and lifestyles. This season 
not only promises beau-
tiful properties but also  
the emotional and finan-
cial rewards of securing a 
place that truly feels like 
home.

As The Block continues 
to inspire with its blend of 
design excellence and en-
trepreneurial flair, the un-
derlying message is clear: 
now is the time for perma-
nent residential buyers to 
engage with the market.

Whether you’re a first-
time homebuyer or looking 
to upgrade, the spring sell-
ing season presents a rare 
chance to find a property 
that resonates with your vi-
sion.

If you’re considering 
your options or have ques-
tions about navigating this 
vibrant market, reach out 
to OBrien Real Estate. Our 
team is here to provide ex-
pert guidance and help you 
explore the possibilities that 
await.

Call us today at 03 5952 
5100 to discuss your sell-
ing and buying needs. Your 
dream home is just around 
the corner!

A fresh start for home buyers this Spring

Maddy and Charlotte from The Block exemplifies how creativity and meticulous planning can lead to exceptional homes, highlighting 
the exciting options available to buyers.
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until April 14
Sat 1pm -5pm
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Estate

Conservation 
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RHYLL WETLAND
& BIRD SANCTURY

CONSERVATION HILLCONSERVATION HILL
RESERVERESERVE

VENTNOR    RD COWES - RHYLL    RD

PHILLIP

PHILLIP ISLAND RD

BACK BEACH RD

PENGUIN 
PARADE

Phillip Island is home
to the largest Little

Penguin colony
in the world.

Watch them return 
from the ocean 
nightly at dusk.

WHALE MIGRATION
Witness the annual 

arrival of humpback and 
southern right whales 

and even the occasional 
killer whales from May 

to September.

PHILLIP ISLAND 
NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.

GRAND PRIX GRAND PRIX 
CIRCUIT

PELICAN FEEDING
Watch daily at 12 noon, 
on the foreshore next to 

the San Remo Pier.

EASTERN BARRED 
BANDICOOT

Was released on 
Churchill Island and 

Phillip Island to save it 
from extinction.

SHEARWATERS
There are approximately one million 
short-tailed shearwaters that arrive 

each year around late September 
from the Aleutian Islands near 

Alaska. They are a spectacular sight 
as they return to their burrows each 

night at dusk.

KOALA CONSERVATION 
RESERVE

Wander tree-top board-
walks to watch koalas 

up close in their natural 
habitat. 

FUR SEALS
Take a tour around 

Seal Rock and marvel 
at Australia’s largest 

fur seal colony

Forrest CavesForrest Caves

The Colonnades
PHILLIP ISLAND PHILLIP ISLAND 

NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.Summerland and Cat Bay.
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• Holographic light & sound show. 
• Audio visual interactive devices. 
• Aircraft, helicopters & Centurion Tank. 
• Nui Dat Café for coffee and snacks.

25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven, Phillip Island 
vietnamvetsmuseum.org

National Vietnam Veterans 
Museum and Café

Open 7 days from 10am - 4pm - Ph: 5956 6400

FASCINATING 
FOR ALL

AGES

JD03372AA

JD03051AA

$75 – 2 hour lesson – everything provided
225 Smiths Beach Rd, Smiths Beach

BOOK NOW Ph: 5952 3443

DAILY SURF LESSONS
DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
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Get OFF GRID, take yourself OFF LINE & venture OFF ROAD.
Discover this unique, unspoilt, remote destination.... French Island. 
naturalistetours.com.au or call 03 5257 4570

#getoffonfrenchisland

5952 39775952 3977
OPEN 7 DAYSOPEN 7 DAYS

Phillip IslandPhillip Island
TENPIN BOWLINGTENPIN BOWLING
           & Entertainment Centre           & Entertainment Centre

JD01863AA

OPEN
7

DAYS

OPEN HOURS:
9am till 5pm – 7 days a week

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060  |  0408 120 908

No weather problems - Crazy Golf is under cover!
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Cellar door open 
Thursday–Monday  

12–5  
during school holidays

JD
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W W W. I S L A N D M A N O R . C O M . A U

JO02721AA

Sleeps 12, 
4 spacious bedrooms,  

2 bathrooms – over 3 levels.

JO
02719A

A

0405 536 888
134 Thompson Ave. (opp Woolworths)

Ben and Bach Le and staff will still be operating at 55 Thompson Ave.

NEW

JO
02720A

A

Phillip Island is 
springing to life
Welcome new life on the 
island at the Penguin Parade, 
Koala Conservation Reserve 
and all the farm excitement 
on Churchill Island. 

SAVE with a 3 Parks Pass
BOOK NOW 
penguins.org.au   
03 5951 2830
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Be an island
wonderER

WEstern Port FERRIES

Set sail and wonder JD
04383A

A
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CRUISE SHIP SEASON

Rhyll is once again set to 
become a popular destina-
tion for cruise ships in the 
coming months with the 
first ship arriving on the 
weekend.

The cruise ship sea-
son is a busy time for the 
enthusiastic members of 
the Rotary Club of Phil-
lip Island and San Remo 
and the Rhyll Community 
Association who greet the 
passengers as they disem-
bark at the Rhyll pier.

The first ship, the Dia-
mond Princess, arrived on 
Saturday, with 700 pas-
sengers joining official 
tours, while others opted 
to explore on their own, or 
book alternative tours.

Shuttle buses ran be-
tween Rhyll and Cowes 
all day.

There was a slight hic-
cup when a tender trans-
porting passengers from 
the ship to the wharf got 
stuck on the mud at Rhyll.

This echoed an inci-
dent in January, when 
the tender boat from the 
cruise ship Noordam ran 
aground on a sandbank 
off Rhyll.

Rotary members say, 
with its picturesque sur-
roundings and charming 
atmosphere, Rhyll offers 
a unique experience for 
travellers looking to ex-
plore the beauty of our 
Bass Coast region.

Cruise ships have in-

cluded Rhyll in their itin-
eraries since 2016, bring-
ing thousands of tourists 
to the island each year. 
Cruise ships drop anchor 
in Western Port , and ferry 
passengers into the Rhyll 
pier to either join a tour or 
explore the island at their 
own pace.

The Rotary Club, 
known for its community 
service, has been play-
ing a key role in greeting 
cruise ships for the past 
eight years.

When passengers ar-
rive at the Rhyll pier they 
are always greeted with 
live music (including by 
members of the Rotary 
Club). Volunteers are on 
hand to provide infor-
mation about the island, 
its attractions, and any 
events or activities taking 

place during their visit.
“The influx of cruise 

ships into Rhyll has also 
had a positive impact on 
the local economy, with 
businesses on the island 
benefitting from the in-
creased tourism,” said a 
spokesperson for the two 
groups.

“From souvenir shops 
to restaurants, many lo-
cal businesses have seen a 
boost in sales and revenue 
as a result of the cruise 
ship visits.

“Overall, the arrival of 
cruise ships in Rhyll has 
brought newfound atten-
tion to Phillip Island. With 
its natural beauty and wel-
coming community, Rhyll 
is sure to continue attract-
ing cruise ships from far 
and wide in the years to 
come.”

Cruising into Rhyll

Rotary volunteer Rhonda Boyd welcomes cruise ship passengers 
at Rhyll pier. The first cruise ship of the 2024/25 season arrived 
on September 29.

6:30PM - 9:30PM
EVERY NIGHT THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

MINIMUM 4 PER LANE

TENPIN BOWLING

91-97 Settlement Rd Cowes

5952 3977

PHILLIP ISLAND

& ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

www.pitenpin.com.au

$25 UNLIMITED
BOWLING, LAZER TAG & TABLE TENNIS
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SLAND GUIDEi
Advertising Feature

COMMUNITY

Witches are popping up around the is-
land and across Bass Coast this month, 
in the lead up to Halloween.

The Great Witch Hunt will see 64 
witches on display in businesses right 
across the shire, and tracking them 
down could see you take home some 
great prizes.

Each witch has a sign with a unique 
number that participants must hunt for 
and fill in on their Ticket To Hunt to then 
go in the draw to win prizes.

There is a range of great prizes on 
offer this year from local businesses in-
cluding family accommodation for two 
nights at the Kilcunda Oceanview Holi-
day Park.

This event is hosted annually by the 
Grantville Business and Community As-
sociation (GBCA) and is not-for-profit 
and run by volunteers, with any funds 
raised being 100 per cent returned back 
into the community.

The aim of the event is to showcase 
local businesses and encourage partici-
pants to explore the Bass Coast and sup-
port the great range of businesses, both 
large and small, in our region.

“Not only does this event showcase lo-
cal businesses, but is great for all ages,” 
event organiser and GBCA Vice-Presi-
dent Neroli Heffer said.

“It’s always exciting to see what the 
witches get up to each year as we have 
some very creative business owners 
who have lots of fun moving the witches 
around their business.”

Tickets are just $5 and can be pur-
chased online or from Visitor Informa-
tion Centres in Inverloch and Newhav-
en, Grantville Transaction Centre, at 

Artspace in Wonthaggi or from Maru 
Koala and Animal Park in Grantville.

Once you have your ticket, start hunt-
ing and then return your completed ticket 
to any of the outlets listed above or email 
it back to greatwitchhunt@gmail.com.

Get all the latest updates on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/TheGreatWitch-
Hunt

Tickets at: www.visitgrantville.com.
au/news-events/the-great-witch-hunt

The 2024/25 Cruise Ship season is un-
derway, with the first ship – the Diamond 
Princess – arriving in Western Port on 
September 29.

The visit was the first of eight cruise 
ship arrivals scheduled between Septem-
ber 2024 and February 2025.

The Diamond Princess, which carries 
2670 passengers and 1100 crew, is the 
biggest cruise ship to visit Phillip Island, 
and is scheduled to visit four times this 
season.

Most ships arrive in the early morning, 
with passengers able to spend a full day 
exploring the unique attractions Phillip 

Island has on offer. The exception is the 
Silver Nova visit in November, which ar-
rives at 4pm and departs at 11pm in the 
evening – still giving interested passen-
gers time to catch the penguins.

Schedule:
October 20 Diamond Princess
November 10 Diamond Princess
November 26 Silver Nova
December 1 Diamond Princess
December 8 Coral Adventurer
January 19 Regatta
February 11 Seabourn Quest

The cruise season begins

The Great Witch Hunt is on again this October, 
with over 60 witches to find across Bass Coast, 
and great prizes to be won.

Join the Great Witch Hunt

Phillip Island is 
springing to life
Welcome new life on the 
island at the Penguin Parade, 
Koala Conservation Reserve 
and all the farm excitement 
on Churchill Island. 

SAVE with a 3 Parks Pass
BOOK NOW 
penguins.org.au   
03 5951 2830
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Island ManorIsland Manor
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AHere’s the modern family-friendly 
and work corporate retreat you’ve 
been looking for! Island Manor has  
4 spacious bedrooms, 2 bathrooms – 
spread over 3 levels. Just 250m from 
Sunderland Bay beach and moments 
from Surfie’s Point surf beach. 

Outdoor, undercover spa, reverse 
cycle heating and free WiFi. 

The wonderful, undercover 
6-seater spa – after a big day of 
sightseeing, settle back with family 
& friends or work pals with the bub-
bles & jets for a well-deserved break!

MUSIC

The Wonthaggi Citizens’ Band 
Annual Concert is always a great 
night out for audience and per-
formers alike, and this year’s 
event is no exception!

Preparations are full steam 
ahead for the concert on Satur-
day October 12 at the Wonthaggi 
Union Community Arts Centre, 
starting at the earlier time of 
7.30pm.

The band is comprised of 
around 30 brass and percussion 
players from the Bass Coast, and 
will perform the majority of the 
evening’s program, including 
hymns, marches, works written 
specifically for brass band and 
toe-tapping favourites that will 
have you singing along.

“I am so excited to have the 
band perform to our loyal sup-
porters again. We have a fantastic 
program of music lined up with 
plenty of variety and fun to be 
had. Our annual concerts really 
are the highlight of our year,” said 
Musical Director Craig Marinus.

The concert will also feature lo-
cal guest artist, tenor Tom Green, 
singing both with the Wonthaggi 
Citizens’ Band and with pianist 

Dan Moldrich.
Tom is no stranger to local au-

diences, having performed fre-
quently in Wonthaggi Theatrical 
Group performances, and recent-
ly was part of Castro’s Children, 
a new Australian musical which 
premiered at Gasworks in Albert 
Park.

As part of the band’s commit-
ment to engage local young peo-
ple in music, Wonthaggi Youth 
Brass, conducted by Nick Beale, 
will open the second half of the 
concert. Students from the Train-
ing Band program at Wonthaggi 
and Inverloch PS, directed by 
Natalie Stewart, will also com-
bine to perform on stage for the 
first time.

Tickets are now available, and 
selling fast. To purchase, visit 
www.basscoastculturalvenues.
com/event-details/wonthaggi-
citizens-band-annual-concert-
wonthaggi.

For more information about 
any of the band’s programs, in-
cluding membership, lessons and 
performances, contact the band 
at wonnicitizensband@gmail.
com or Secretary Fiona Moldrich 
on 0407 299 738.
/ Sponsored article /

ARTS

Last week the Minister for 
Youth, Natalie Suleyman MP, 
visited Berninneit to award the 
People’s Choice Awards at the 
IGNITE! Youth Arts Fest.

However, alongside the cele-
brations, some serious questions 
were raised about what future 
professional pathways exist for 
talented local youth.

Two People’s Choice awards 
were presented to young up-
and-coming artists from the 
Bass Coast Region, Abby McE-
wen and Kat Gustafson.

All artists featured in the ex-
hibition were aged 12 to 25 and 
live, work, or study in the Bass 
Coast Region, with the exhibi-
tion receiving over 50 artwork 
submissions.

Ms Suleyman MP lauded the 
efforts of the young artists, say-
ing “each piece tells a story and I 
think that’s really special.

“It’s fantastic ... to be able to 
visit and meet young people 
who provide so much inspira-
tion, and through opportunities 
like this event we’re able to see 
and showcase such beautiful, 
creative artwork,” the Minister 
said.

The curation, along with 
showcasing youth artwork, 
also provided several Year 12 
students from Bass Coast Col-
lege with the opportunity to get 
hands-on experience curating 
an art exhibition.

Local member for Bass, Jor-
dan Crugnale MP was also pres-
ent, and addressing the crowd 
of young artists, said “our job is 
to realise your aspirations and 
your pathways, and acknowl-
edge you also as not just leaders 

of tomorrow, you’re leaders of 
today”.

Minister Suleyman and Jor-
dan were also presented with a 
copy of the ‘Skribble’ zine – made 
by students from the Bass Coast 
College San Remo Campus: An-
gel Partington, Airlie Minter, Al-
lison Piper and Quinn Oxley.

“It’s really important for us, in 
particular for young people to be 
able to receive help and build those 
relationships with one another and 
expand their networks,” Minister 
Suleyman said.

“No pathways for kids”
Senior Art teacher at Bass Coast 
College, Malcolm Beasley, said 
while the IGNITE! Youth Arts 
Fest was an opportunity for 
young artists to display their 
talented works, there remains a 
serious lack of opportunities for 
young people in Bass Coast.

Mr Beasley highlighted the 
lack of in-person TAFE in Bass 
Coast, saying when young artists 
leave school, they are left with 
no viable local options to further 
their skill in a professional envi-
ronment.

“I train these young people 
here in the Certificate 3 in Visual 
Arts, and we do the Certificate 3 
in Creative Digital Media as well 
as Arts,” Mr Beasley said.

“One of the things that’s ex-
traordinarily difficult for us is 
that there’s no pathways for kids.

“If they want to extend their 
arts training here (after leaving 
school), because they want to 
stay here, they have family here, 
there isn’t any opportunity for 
them to do it.”

Mr Beasley said he had 
19-year-old students in his class, 
who chose to extend their year 

twelve studies over a longer pe-
riod in order to have access to the 
arts facilities and training.

“Kids have to leave the region to 
do any further training. That’s out-
rageous,” Mr Beasley continued.

“Yes, they could do online 
training, but young people need 
exposure to real life, in-person 
training. Especially young people 
in the regions, because of course 
it’s an isolating experience.

“We have to protect our young 
people and give them opportuni-
ties here.”

Petition for in-person TAFE
In June this year Malcolm Beas-
ley started a petition calling for 
in-person TAFE classes in Bass 
Coast.

“Bass Coast Shire has a popu-
lation of 42,729, surpassing the 
populations of several other re-
gions in Victoria that have more 
comprehensive on-campus voca-
tional training facilities,” the peti-
tion reads.

“The disparity in access to 
training resources is stark when 
comparing Bass Coast Shire to 
regions such as Colac Otway 
Shire, Mount Alexander Shire, 
and South Gippsland Shire.”

The petition has 816 signatures 
at the time of writing, and can 
be found at: change.org/p/bass-
coast-shire-needs-a-tafe-now 

“I’ve been told there’s a com-
munity campaign (for in-person 
TAFE courses),” Minister Suley-
man said.

“I think it’s a two-level issue, 
it’s not just a State Government 
issue.

“But I do want to reiterate our 
commitment when it comes to ed-
ucation, we are absolutely leaders 
nationally.”

Annual concert certain to delight

Youth Arts Fest celebrates talent

Minister for Youth, Natalie Suleyman MP, awarded Abbey 
McEwen and Kat Gustafson with the People’s Choice Award at 
the IGNITE! Youth Arts Fest. From left: Abbey McEwen, Jor-
dan Crugnale MP, Kat Gustafson, and Natalie Suleyman MP.

Natalie Suleyman MP and Jordan Curgnale MP were also 
presented with a copy of the ‘Skribble’ zine – made by stu-
dents from the Bass Coast College San Remo Campus. From 
left: Jordan Crugnale MP, Quinn Oxley, Natalie Suleyman 
MP, Angel Partington, Allison Piper and Airlie Minter.

Glyndyn Ringrose and Scott Cam during 
The Block challenge at Island Surf-
boards. More photos at pisra.com.au

The Block: recap
REALITY TV

Missed The Block last week?
Then you missed the con-

testants’ visit to Island Surf-
boards, where board shaper 
and former professional surf-
er Glyndyn Ringrose over-
saw a challenge, where teams 
painted a surfboard for an art 
show judged at Berninneit.

It was also hump week last 
week, with the Channel 9 re-
ality TV show nearly half way 
through, and “fatigue is really 
starting to set in”.

THE PULSE
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ENTERTAINMENT

Berninneit will celebrate its first birthday 
on November 1, and there’s plenty of cel-
ebrations in store for everyone to enjoy.

As part of the celebrations, the cultural 
centre will showcase a range of commu-
nity arts for the week.

Kicking off the celebrations it will host 
local award-winning theatre group Off-
shore Theatre who are presenting an ex-
clusive preview of a brilliant piece of the-
atre My Sister Jill recently presented by 
the Melbourne Theatre Company.

My Sister Jill is Patricia Cornelius’ lat-
est play with a semi-autobiographical sto-
ryline of Christine who idolises her father 
and is fascinated by his wartime experi-
ences. The rest of the family do not share 
these sentiments...  

Tickets are available at a subsidised 
birthday rate of $15 and guests will receive 
a complimentary drink at the bar and cel-
ebratory nibbles.

Further celebrations are also happen-
ing including the creative ASPIR group 
who will be exhibiting in the community 

spaces.
“This is a really exciting celebration for 

Berninneit and for the residents of Cowes 
and surrounding areas,” said Greg Box, 
CEO, Bass Coast Shire Council.

“We have had many thousands of peo-
ple enjoy the shows and cinema here since 
it began as well as exhibitions, art galler-
ies, community activations and of course 
the beautiful MYLI library and historical 
museum.

“We are all really proud of the reviews 
that have been received and all the great 
work that everyone has put into activating 
this space.

“It is great that we can enjoy this first 
year with one of our local community the-
atre groups leading the celebrations and 
amplify the great work that all the art-
ists involved are doing. I am sure this will 
bring great pride to all involved” he said.

Get your tickets quickly to Offshore 
Theatre – spaces are limited for this exclu-
sive preview event!

www.basscoastculturalvenues.com/
event-details/1st-birthday-celebrations-
berninneit

EVENTS

Spring is sprung – albeit 
in fits and starts – and gar-
deners are starting to pull 
out flagging winter vegies, 
feed their emerging fruit 
trees and recondition their 
garden beds with compost 
and other nutrients.

At Bass Coast Adult 
Learning (BCAL) moves 
are afoot to recruit can-
didates for the next Bass 
Coast Edible Gardens 
event, to be held on Febru-
ary 8 and 9 next year.

Event coordinators, Sha-
ron Willcox and Maddy 
Harford want to hear from 
people who think they 
might like to open their 
garden for the 2025 event.

“An important feature of 
Bass Coast Edible Gardens 
is diversity,” said Sharon.

“Edible Garden visi-
tors like to view different 
types of gardens, size of 
gardens and approaches 
to gardening. Our aim is 
to inspire people to grow 
their own food and enjoy 
the financial, health, so-
cial and (especially) taste 
benefits!”

Organisers are aim-
ing for 15 gardens spread 
across Bass Coast shire, 
from Phillip Island and the 
Waterline, to Wonthaggi, 
Inverloch, Cape Paterson 
and into the Hinterland 
of Glen Forbes, Almurta, 
Glen Alvie, Woolamai and 
all points in between.

“If you think you might 
like to participate and 
open your garden next 
February, we’d love to 
hear from you”, said Mad-
dy.

“You can email us on 
bceg@bcal.vic.edu.au and 
we’d be happy to visit and 
discuss what is involved. 
You can also go to our 
website and hit the Open-
ing Your Garden tab for 
more information.”

www.basscoastedible-
gardens.com

Berninneit celebrates its first birthday on November 1, with community arts proudly on display, 
including an exclusive preview of Offshore Theatre’s “My Sister Jill”.

It’s a birthday party Is your garden edible?
The team from the 2024 Edible Gardens event. Organisers are now looking for candidates for next 
year’s event on February 8 and 9.

Is your garden edible? Organisers 
of Bass Coast Edible Gardens are 
looking for gardens to be part of 
the 2025 event next February.
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JOCK SERONG
LITERARY LUNCHEON
Please join us for a Literary Luncheon event with multi award 
winning author Jock Serong, discussing his new release 
Cherrywood; and also reminiscing on learning to surf in his early 
years on Phillip Island.
Ticket includes a drink on arrival, a delicious luncheon, and a memorable 
afternoon with this acclaimed writer and speaker in the beautiful setting of the 
Phillip Island Winery.

FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER, 12.30 PM
PHILLIP ISLAND WINERY

414 Berrys Beach Ventnor Phillip Island

TICKETS $50: THROUGH TRYBOOKING   
www.trybooking.com/CVCSE

Organisers: A Book Club on Phillip Island. 
Anne 0409 216 033  Sue 0417 651 588  Jill  0419 556 266

ABOUT JOCK SERONG: Highly acclaimed author of many genre defying books including 
Quota (winner of the 2015 Ned Kelly award for best fi rst fi ction) The Rules of Backyard Cricket
(shortlisted for 2017 Premier’s award for fi ction and fi nalist in the 2017 Indie Book Awards Adult 
Mystery Book of the Year) On the Java Ridge  (winner of the inaugural UK Staunch Prize) and the 
widely praised trilogy of historical novels Preservation, The Burning Island and The Settlement
set in and around the Furneaux Islands in Bass Strait and south-east Australia. Editor of Great 
Ocean Quarterly and feature stories writer across Australia’s surfi ng media. Jock also enjoys a 
strong association with Phillip Island, where he fi rst learned to surf at Berry’s Beach.

This event is supported by Turn The Page 
Bookshop. Jock’s book ‘Cherrywood’ 

is available at Turn The Page and 
for purchase at the event.

LITERARY LUNCHEON
Please join us for a Literary Luncheon event with multi award 
winning author Jock Serong, discussing his new release 

 and also reminiscing on learning to surf in his early  and also reminiscing on learning to surf in his early 

Ticket includes a drink on arrival, a delicious luncheon, and a memorable 
afternoon with this acclaimed writer and speaker in the beautiful setting of the 

LITERARY LUNCHEON
Please join us for a Literary Luncheon event with multi award 
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ART EXHIBITION

Melbourne based artist, Herman Pekel 
will be judging all entries and award-
ing the prizes at the opening night of an 
exciting new opportunity for artists and 
collectors: The Landcare Prize, 2024, at 
the Kernot Community Hall on the Mel-
bourne Cup weekend.

Herman has been prominent in the art 
scene since first winning the Camberwell 
Rotary Travel Scholarship. Like many 
young artists Herman experimented for a 
time with abstract expressionism, but he 
is now well known for his award-winning 
work in oil, watercolour or gouache. En-
vironmental issues are a great concern to 
Herman and his love of the landscape re-
flects that in almost everything he paints.

The Landcare Prize supports the Bass 
Coast Landcare Network Public Fund, a 
non-profit organisation focusing on con-
serving biodiversity within Bass Coast.

Expect to see an amazing array of art 
on display from a high standard of expe-
rienced and respected artists. Beginning 
and emerging artists of all ages are en-
couraged to enter.

All subjects, mediums, and styles are 
encouraged, including paintings, sculp-
ture and photography on any theme. En-
tries close at 4pm Monday October 21. To 
have an entry form emailed to you con-
tact landcareartprize@gmail.com 

Online entry can be made through 
www.trybooking.com/CUCNL artist entry.

Artists of all ages and abilities are in-
vited to enter the Landcare Prize with a 
total prize pool of $2650 available.

There will be a “dress to impress” 
Grand Opening Friday November 1, 
7pm – 9pm.

Entry on the night is $20 per person 
with free entry for exhibiting artists.

The art show will be open to the public 
for a gold coin donation on Saturday No-
vember 2 and Sunday November 3, 10am 
– 4pm at the Kernot Community Hall, 
1060 Loch-Kernot Road, Kernot. 

Those wishing to attend the Champagne 
Gala Opening Night on Friday November 
1 can purchase tickets for $20 per person 
through Trybooking: www.trybooking.
com/CUDND opening night tickets.

Enquiries phone the event coordinator 
Janice Orchard on 0419 301 363.
/ Sponsored article /

HEALTH

A new AED defibrillator 
has been installed outside 
the Wooli Express store in 
Cape Woolamai, available 
to the public 24/7.

The unit was gener-
ously donated by the Won-
thaggi Rotary Club.

Local paramedic Im-
mogen, along with fellow 
paramedic Erin, has been 
running a campaign, con-
tacting businesses and 
organisations across the 
island to source and house 
AEDs (automated external 
defibrillator).

Immogen said she was 
very excited to let the com-
munity know about the 
new AED.

“As a local paramedic, 
I’ve seen firsthand how 
crucial this will be in as-
sisting anyone experienc-

ing cardiac arrest in Cape 
Woolamai and surround-
ing areas, especially given 
our geographical location.”

She’s invited the com-
munity to attend a “Call, 
Push, Shock” session at 
the Wooli Tavern on Octo-
ber 5 from 10am to 11am to 
learn how to use an AED 
and receive tips on CPR.

“We’ll also be unveil-
ing the AED at Wooli Ex-
press,” Immogen said.

“A huge thank you to 
all the local businesses for 
their support in making 
this possible!”

In September, Immogen 
and Erin worked with The 
Store in Ventnor, whose 
owners secured enough 
funds in just 12 hours 
through a GoFundMe 
page to buy the vital life-
saving device.

The Store owner Court-

ney Debono said prior 
to them fundraising the 
$2500 to purchase the de-
fib, there was no 24-hour 
AED available in Ventnor.

“For every minute a pa-
tient doesn’t get CPR/de-
fibrillation, their chances 
of survival fall by 10 per 
cent,” said Courtney.

“If a patient in cardiac 
arrest receives AED treat-
ment within three min-
utes, the chance of surviv-
al rate is 70 per cent.

“The automatic defib 
has prompts that talk you 
through how to use it so 
you don’t need to be on the 
phone to triple zero at the 
time.”

Cape Woolamai’s Octo-
ber 5 event starts at 10am 
and details are on Face-
book: www.facebook.com/
share/utwgSxdD8h4YwJb
D/?mibextid=9l3rBW

International award-
winning artist to judge

Melbourne-based artist Herman Pekel is the 
judge at the 2024 Landcare Prize exhibition. 
Entries are open until October 21 for artwork – 
all subjects, mediums and styles.

Defib session for Cape Woolamai
A training session on using the new defibrillator installed at Cape Woolamai is being held at the Wooli 
Tavern on October 5 at 10am.
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Support the businesses at the of our community

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

For all your refi nancing or home loan 
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.

Gabriel Caffi eri – Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffi eri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

F I N A N C E

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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B E A U T Y

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U
H E L LO @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8 -10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:

8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910 
to make an appointment!

Locally owned and operated by 
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 

0448 602 005
www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

M E D I C A L

D I R E C T O RY
KEEP IT LOCALKEEP IT LOCAL

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au   |   03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS 
ON THE ISLAND” 

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! 

ORDERS 5907 6796
RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

F O O D  &  D R I N K

R E A L  E S T A T E

FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM. AU  5952 3922

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALE S APPRAISAL  
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL .

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

Stockdale & Leggo

45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922
P 03 8583 4701
E phillipisland@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

Phillip Island I San Remo

3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo VIC 3925
P 03 8583 4701
E sanremo@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/sanremo

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes 
5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Your
local

experts
Specialising in real estate sales, commercial sales and leasing,

business sales, residential asset management, holiday
accommodation, owners corporation, and storage

obrejudithwright.com

Melaleuca Lodge  
Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES 

(off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday
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Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

L E I S U R E

A C C O M O D A T I O N

SALES, REPAIRS & UPGRADES TO PC & MAC
PC & Mobile Accessories, Ink & Toner Exetel NBN & Mobile 
Reseller, Modems, Routers, WiFi, Powerline & Extenders, 
Websites, Email & Domain Hosting Services, Computer 

Training .

�xme@waterfrontcomputers.com.au
(03) 59523312 waterfrontcomputers.com.au

C O M P U T E R  S E R V I C E S

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669 
thecentrecowes 

@hotmail.com

SouthCoastTaxi

1300 OURCAB (687222)

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
www.pisra.com.au

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night

including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

RANFURLIE BED 
& BREAKFAST

FURNITURE OUTLET COWES
 SALE NOW ON

BEATS PRICES IN MELBOURNE 
Furniture Outlet. P/L. 153 Thompson Ave. Cowes. 

0402 042 576.

MATTRESSES  
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE AT GREAT PRICES 

Queen/double/ single/ king single/king size
PLUS Beds / tallboys /bedside chests. Etc. etc.
DELIVERY AND TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE
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San Remo | 5952 5379
info@printitfast.com.au
www.printitfast.com.au

Shop Local
Support Local
PRINT LOCAL

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry 
Self-Service 
NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes , 
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF 
with the CODE: LOCAL15

COWESBOAT 
CARAVANRVSTORAGE

Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  5952 2799

24 hr Video Surveillance

COWES 
SELF 

STORAGE

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

H O M E

P E T  S I T T I N G

NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

Barb Martin
BUSHBANK

Choose from an array of native and 
endemic plants to Phillip Island (Millowl).
OPEN 9am-3pm Wed, Thur, Sat & Sun
LOCATION Next to Koala Conservation Reserve, 
1810 Phillip Island Rd, Phillip Island
W penguins.org.au/bushbank   T 0427 897 448

PHILLIP ISLAND BRANCH 
NOW OPEN

Yellow Brick Road Finance Pty Ltd ACN 128 708 109,  Australian Credit Licence 393195

• Home Loans
• Personal Loans

• Refinance
• Investor

• Self Employed
• Commercial Lending

• Private Lending
• SMSF

Joe Reilly
M 0402 005 933
T 03 5956 6892

8 Vista Place
Cape Woolamai 3925

phillip.island@ybr.com.au

BOOK NOW 
at penguins.org.au

Penguin Parade, Churchill Island, 
Koala Conservation Reserve

Watch the little penguins 
waddle home See more

& SAVE 
with a 

3 PARKS 
PASS

Ri-jana’s Paw-fect
Pet Sitting

Rianne Ranic   |   0432 728 913
 Ri-jana’s Paw-fect Pet Sitting
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COMMUNITY

“I can’t believe I’ve reached 100. 
The years have gone by so fast,” 
Lorna Collins remarked with a 
smile, as she celebrated a mile-
stone few can claim last month.

Born in 1924 at Warley Hospi-
tal to early island pioneers Char-
lotte and Percy McFee, Lorna’s 
early years were spent amid the 
tranquil beauty of Rhyll, with the 
McFee family farm becoming the 
backdrop to an idyllic childhood 
that Lorna still cherishes.

“It wasn’t about luxury, but 
it was a wonderful life,” she re-
flects. Her father worked tire-
lessly, growing chicory and milk-
ing cows, while her brother Jack 
helped tend to the two-acre veg-
etable garden.

“There was always plenty to go 
around,” she recalls fondly, with 
visitors never leaving empty-hand-
ed — always receiving baskets full 
of fresh produce as they left.

Like many young islanders, 
Lorna dreamt of the excitement 
of city life and soon ventured to 
Melbourne, staying with an aunt 
in Camberwell. It was there that 
her life took another significant 
turn when she reconnected with 
Trevor Collins, whom she had 
met during his football-playing 
days on Phillip Island.

They began their life together, 
and before long, Lorna found her-
self raising four children in the 
busy decades of the 1950s and 60s.

Adventures
Life with Trevor was anything 
but predictable and his early ca-
reer as a shark fisherman took 
the family up and down the east 
coast of Australia.

Despite the transient nature of 
their life, Lorna’s ability to create 
a warm, welcoming home wher-
ever they went is a testament to 
her strength, resilience, and deep 

love for her family.
As the years went by, Lorna 

and Trevor embraced new ad-
ventures, transitioning from 
the chaos of raising children 
to a life filled with travel. From 
their home in Hawthorn, they 
explored Australia and the rest 
of the world, enjoying overseas 
trips and winters spent in sunny 
Hervey Bay.

Eventually, the pull of Phillip 
Island brought them both back. 
Trevor was interred on the island 
21 years ago, but Lorna continued 
to thrive within the community, 
finding renewed joy in familiar 
surroundings. Her return to the 
island, with its familiar faces and 
vibrant community, brought her 
a sense of fulfilment that contin-
ues to add vitality to her years.

While Lorna’s life has been 
marked by countless adventures 
and travels, it’s the love for her 
family and her unwavering pas-
sion for the Geelong Football 

Club that have remained her 
anchors. Through victories and 
defeats, these constants have 
brought her strength and happi-
ness.

Surrounded by her loving 
family, including many who 
travelled from interstate, Lorna 
celebrated her 100th birthday as 
the matriarch of the descendants 
of Charlotte and Percy McFee at 
the Foreshore Restaurant.

Her children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, and friends are all 
proud to call her their own. Lor-
na’s life is not just a testament to 
her strength and resilience but 
also to the love she has inspired 
in everyone who knows her.

As her daughter Judy com-
mented: “How many 100-year-
olds are able to trot their stuff on 
the dancefloor?”

It’s just another sign that 
Lorna’s spirit, much like her life, 
continues to shine brightly.

Happy 100th birthday to Lorna

Lorna Collins, who turned 100 this week, is congratulated at her birthday cel-
ebrations on the weekend with her four children from left Pam Rothfield, Tony 
Collins, Judy Lawrence and Geoff Collins.

ENVIRONMENT

Over seventy people attended 
the Rising Tide event held on 
September 25 at the Newhaven 
College Performing Arts Centre.

The event was organised by 
School Strike 4 Climate stu-
dents and included screenings 
of ‘Walanbaa Ngiiyani/Stronger 
Together’, a film about environ-
mental activism and the im-
pacts of coal mining on Gomeroi 
country in New South Wales, 
and Rising Tide’s documentary 
‘The First Wave’ about the 2023 
People’s Blockade of the world’s 
largest coal port in Newcastle.

Live music was provided by 
local students Finn Farley and 
Archie Robson, along with a 
free community meal, and a 
panel discussion led by Rising 
Tide’s Jamie Longmuir.

On the panel were: Joey 
Thompson, environmental ac-
tivist and School Strike 4 Cli-
mate leader; Dr Laura Brearley, 
PICS committee member, envi-
ronmental artist and educator; 
Oliver Jobe, passionate commu-
nity advocate and Year 10 stu-
dent at Bass Coast College and 
Tylah Meunir, a local ecologist 

and CFA volunteer.
The panel and Q & A session 

covered topics such as stopping 
the mining and export of coal, 
how to talk to people about cli-
mate change and the impor-
tance of creativity in environ-
mental action.

Councillors Michael Whelan 
and David Rooks attended, along 
with local students and families, 
and representatives from local 
environmental groups.

Independent Candidate for 
Monash, Deb Leonard and 
Council candidate Matt Morgan 
were also in the audience.

Rising Tide is organising 
another People’s Blockade in 
Newcastle from November 19 
– 25 November, followed by the 
Canberra Wave on November 26 
– 28. More information at: www.
risingtide.org.au/

A local group is attending the 
Rising Tide events and any in-
terested members of the commu-
nity are welcome to join them.

If you are interested in going 
to the 2024 Rising Tide block-
ade, or are keen to support other 
locals who are going, then email 
joey.thompson@schoolstrike-
4climate.com.

Bass Coast community 
meets the Rising Tide

Panel (from left): Jamie Longmuire, Joey Thompson, Dr Laura Brearley, Oliver 
Jobe and Tylah Meunir. Photo: Terry Melvin.

FIREFIGHTERS

Phillip Island Fire Brigade cel-
ebrated their yearly brigade din-
ner at the Phillip Island RSL on 
September 20.

The annual dinner is a night 
where the brigade’s volunteer 
firefighters’ achievements and 
milestones are acknowledged.

“It is a great night for all the 
volunteer firefighters to see ev-
eryone away from the trucks 
and the gear for a change,” said 
brigade captain Lino Drazzi.

“It was a successful night with 

many awards and achievements 
handed out to our hardworking 
and dedicated members.”

Lino said it had been a big 
year for the brigade, which at-
tended 150 jobs this calendar 
year. “The members are con-
stantly training and upskilling 
to make our Fire Brigade the 
best it can possibly be.”

The night was made more 
successful by having Jacob Fry 
as the MC for the event.

“Jacob shared his story with 
us after a serious motor vehicle 
accident here on Phillip Island 

15 years ago, at which the Phil-
lip Island Fire Brigade support-
ed other emergency agencies,” 
Lino said.

“Jacob shared with us the im-
portance of giving blood and the 
fact that he is having another 
Blood Drive in Ringwood on Oc-
tober 11.”

Several members of the bri-
gade are now joining Jacob on 
the blood drive. Anyone else 
wanting to take part can book 
in at: my.donateblood.com.au/
app/myteam/booking_claim/
ref_no_240920-044198

Celebrating a red hot year Awards
Congratulations to all the  

fire brigade members 
on their awards:

Five-year service certificate:
Chris Vagai,  

Daniel Mirabito and  
Wayne Carter.

Ten-year service medal: 
Carol Holden,  

Alex Szutta and  
Joe Myall.

Twenty-five-year  
service medal: 
Paul Hayes.

Thirty-five-year  
life membership medal: 

Scott Hamilton.

Captain Award: 
Wayne Carter.

President award: 
John Pitman.

Artie Murdoch Firefighter  
of the year award: 

Anita Reid.

Kipp Stratmann award: 
Natalie Stevens.

Turn Out Awards: 
John Pitman, Kyle Wood, 

Daniel Stevenson,  
Wayne Carter,  
Terry Quarrell,  

Gary Grace,  
Daniel Mirabito,  

Joe Myall.

Kyle Murdoch with Anita Reed, who 
won the award named after Kyle’s 
grandfather Artie, and brigade cap-
tain Lino Drazzi.

Scott Hamilton is presented with his 
35-year life membership medal by 
Commander Phil Rogan (left) and 
Captain Lino Drazzi.

Paul Hayes receives his 25 year 
service medal from Commander Phil 
Rogan (left) and Captain Lino Drazzi.

Jacob Fry (third from left) was MC for the night, seen here with his family: Paul 
Fry, Sharnee Fry and Linda Fry, and Phillip Island Fire Brigade’s Rhyce Davis 
and Lino Drazzi. Several brigade members have signed up to join Jacob’s annual 
Blood Drive on October 11. More photos at pisra.com.au
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CLEANING

0488 522 950   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

JD
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A

Island Flue Island Flue 
CleaningCleaning

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic

• Rental bond specialists • Fast, efficient service

0415 106 443
islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

RICHIE & DI LAING

COMPUTER REPAIRS

JD02128AA

SALES, REPAIRS & UPGRADES TO PC & MAC
PC & Mobile Accessories, Ink & Toner
Exetel NBN & Mobile Reseller partner

Modems, Routers, WiFi powerline & extenders
Web, Mail & Domain hosting services

130 Silverleaves Ave   |   Ph 5952 3312
Open 9 to 5 Weekdays, Sat 9 to 12

EST. 1994

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

BLINDS & CARPET

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

A F A B U L O U S F L O O R I N G E X P E R I E N C E

CONCRETER
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Luke Hinrichs
FACTORY 3, THE CONCOURSE

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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EARTHMOVING
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0418 372 399
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

AIR CONDITIONING
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DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

 coastal_refrig_and_aircon
AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

BUILDER

DECK RESTORATION

JD
02457A

A

Enjoy your outdoor space
for years to come with DeckSeal!

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au     

www.deckseal.com.au

DECK SANDING, CLEANING, OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN

HANDYMAN

JD
01

99
4A

A

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE
Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small

Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495
www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

CARPENTER

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs

Window Replacement   |   Decks
John 0447 975 626

C A R P E N T RY
Est 1982
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ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

CAR REMOVAL

JD
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BASS COAST  
CAR REMOVALS

Call Shane  
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616

CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

Unwanted cars removed free

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST  
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS 
MARK: 0418 105 262

JD
04223A

A

EARTHMOVING

Free quote / consultation
Experienced local business
Innovative solutions
Quality workmanship
Transparent communication
Full compliance / insurance
Tight access specialists

EARTHWORKSMKMMMMKMKMKMMMKMMKKEKEKKKKMKMKMKKKMKMKMMK

em: mkearthworks@gmail.com
ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Excavations
Demolitions
Drive/Pathways
Retaining walls
Spoil removal

* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *
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A

CABINET MAKER

J O I N E R Y S M O O T H
R E C Y C L E D T I M B E R C A B I N E T R Y

K I T C H E N ’ S
I N S T A L L A T I O N S E R V I C E
T R A D I T O N A L S A U N A ’ S

B E S P O K E D E S I G N

0 4 5 7 2 3 9 6 0 0
M I T C H . J O I N E R Y S M O O T H @ G M A I L . C O M

W W W . J O I N E R Y S M O O T H . C O M . A U
J O I N E R Y S M O O T H
A C N 6 7 2 4 4 6 7 6 9

JD
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A

FURNITURE RESTORATION

FURNITURE RESTORATION
BESPOKE TIMBER FURNITURE

CALL BOB, 0418 173 388
5 HARVEY DRIVE

JD
04266A

A

CARPET CLEANING

ALLFLOOR
CARPET CLEANING
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AUTOMOTIVE

NOW OPEN
Vehicle servicing
General maintenance
Vehicle diagnostics
Brakes
319 White Road, South Dudley
Josh Wilson  0478 054 037

Locally owned mechanic shop
for all your vehicle needs



 Wednesday, October 2, 2024 | THE ADVERTISER 2 3

HANDYMAN
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Peter Stasinowsky
Ph 0408149488  email. pstaza@hotmail.com

affordable quality
home maintainance and repair.  
Decks. Verandahs. Pergolas.  
Renovations and extensions.

DB_U 8980

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

PLUMBING

LK
00

04
4A

A

RELIABLE PLUMBERRELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au
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PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

LAWN MOWING
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A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995
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PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell – 0438 520 546
daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLUMBING

LK
00

01
4A

A

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

SOLAR

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496
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MARINE MECHANIC
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www.topwatermarine.com.au   |   topwatermarine@yahoo.com
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

• Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs
• Accessory Installations and electrical work

• Trailer servicing and modifications
• Anchor winches    • Boat detailing    • Insurance work

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching 
or just not sliding properly?

Now Servicing Phillip Island 

>  Timber & Aluminium 
Sliding Doors

>  Bi Fold Doors 
>  Cavity Doors 
>  Wardrobe Doors

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

>  Security Doors
>  Track & Roller 

Replacements 
>  Screen Replacements 
>  New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Ph 0438 538 244
info@asdrm.com.au

www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN

HANDYMAN
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SJC HOME MAINTENANCE
Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small

Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495
www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

LANDSCAPING AND DESIGN

0424 426 932
FACTORY 14, 71 FRANKSTON GARDENS DRIVE, CARRUM DOWNS

WWW.THESTONESTORE.COM.AU

VICTORIA’S PREMIER DESTINATION 
FOR ALL THINGS NATURAL STONE 

AND PORCELAIN TILES.
OVER 500 HUNDRED PRODUCTS TO CHOOSE FROM!

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST  
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS 
MARK: 0418 105 262

JD
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EARTHMOVING

Free quote / consultation
Experienced local business
Innovative solutions
Quality workmanship
Transparent communication
Full compliance / insurance
Tight access specialists

EARTHWORKSMKMMMMKMKMKMMMKMMKKEKEKKKKMKMKMKKKMKMKMMK

em: mkearthworks@gmail.com
ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Excavations
Demolitions
Drive/Pathways
Retaining walls
Spoil removal

* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *
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HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL 

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies. 
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi
(03)5672 5924  |  0448 583 118

Email: jason.mottershead@rotaret.com.au
We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

FURNITURE RESTORATION

FURNITURE RESTORATION
BESPOKE TIMBER FURNITURE

CALL BOB, 0418 173 388
5 HARVEY DRIVE

JD
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PAINTER

THE PAINT GUY
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

Domestic Commercial
Rentals End of lease Repaints

We will do the small jobs

CALL FRANK

0455 596 433
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RESTUMPING

RESTUMPING & 
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,  
House Raising & Repacking,  

all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788
Licence DBL24625

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

Ph: 5672 2056

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

MANAGEMENT
TRAFFIC

EOGTRAFFIC.COM.AU
5900 2932
projects@eventopsgroup.com.au

BASS COAST
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PAINTER & DECORATOR

B&C Roberts  
Decorating  

Services

Brian Roberts 0417 529 042

JD04345AA

PAINTER & DECORATOR
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ISLAND VINTAGE
COWES

217 Settlement Rd, Cowes VIC 3922
Phone: (03) 5952 2432 or 0425 846 258

info.cowesislandvintage@gmail.com
cowesislandvintage.store
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151 Thompson Ave, Cowes
(03) 5952 2605
theislandmarketplace@gmail.com
Open 7 days a week 10am - 4pm
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KOLLNER, Klaus: 

6.7.1936 – 28.9.24 

Admired chess partner. 

A beloved friend to all. 

And a loving owner  
to “Wizard”. 

We will hold your  
laugh and stories  

in our hearts, Klaus.

McKAY, Steven James: 

Passed away peacefully 
on Sept. 28, 2024. 

Aged 60 years. 

Loved husband of 
Teresa,  

loving Dad to Jessica  
and adored Pop  

to Maddison  
and Connor. 

“Gone Camping” 

A Private family funeral 
will be held.

MOVING OUT SALE. 

5 Happy Valley Drive, 
Sunset Strip 

Sat 5 & Sun 6 October 

9 – 4 PM   
Household goods 

Toys 

Furniture 

And more

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS: Weekly meetings 

Bass Coast Shire, Wont-

haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA 

Cowes Big Book meeting 

at St Philip’s Church (opp. 

Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 

0417 317 470; Salvation 

Army building, McKenzie 

St., Wonthaggi, Saturday 

11am, 5672 3627. Phone 

head office 9429 1833.

FIREWORKS WARNING  
FOR ANIMALS

AND NEIGHBOURS 
12TH OCTOBER  
FROM 8.45PM

AT THE SHEARING SHED,
GAP ROAD, COWES.

JD04498AA

PHILLIP ISLAND 
LANDCARE GROUP  

AGM  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13. 

at the Carnival Site – Crn Phillip Island Road 
and Thompson Ave Cowes (Proposed Phillip 

Island Recreation Reserve)
Annual General Meeting will start at 

10.30am and conclude at 11am. 
We will then hold a walk and talk around 
the site with Guest speakers discussing 

PILG collaboration with BCSC and SP 
Ausnet. Other speakers have been invited  

to discuss our challenges  
with our native flora.

Finishing up with a BBQ lunch at 12.00pm.
All welcome and Families  
are encouraged to attend. 
Parking available on site. 

RSVP  phillipislandlandcare@gmail.com
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Reliable.
Enthusiastic.
Drivers license.
Experience preferred but not
essential.
Available for work on Phillip island
and surrounding suburbs.
Must be able to work in a fast
paced team environment.

Experienced
Concretor/Labourer

required.

Contact Luke Hinrichs
0402 454 742

Preferred applicant criteria:
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WOODWIND SPECIALIST & 
BAND PROGRAM
Part Time (approximately 2 days)
Temporary, fixed term contract. 
Commencement 2025.
For more information and details on requirements, duties 
and responsibilities, visit our website
www.newhavencol.vic.edu.au/about/work-at-newhaven
or contact Human Resources Manager, Leisa Lomax on 
03 5956 7505. 

Newhaven College is an independent  
co-educational school on Phillip Island 
offering quality education for students 
from Prep to Year 12

Newhaven College is seeking applications for:

Applications to be submitted to: 
recruitment@newhavencol.vic.edu.au
Applications close Monday 7 October 
2024 at 5 pm
Newhaven College is a child safe environment. Every child has a 
right to be safe, and at the College we have a zero tolerance for child 
safety risks (including child abuse and reportable conduct).  As such, 
preferred applicants will be subject to child protection screening, 
background and reference checks, verification of identity checks and 
must adhere to the College’s child safe practices, as outlined in the 
Child Protection Program policies available on the College website.
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We are currently looking for new motivated 
and enthusiastic people to join our team at 
Autopro Wonthaggi and Cowes.
Autopro Wonthaggi and Autopro Cowes 
are a well-known, well trusted, respected 
locally owned and run business. Autopro 
Wonthaggi and Cowes have a great history 
of long employment and providing a happy 
productive environment. 
The position is for casual retail sales. Auto-
pro is a 7 days a week business. 
Hours will include weekend work. We are 
looking for applicants who have 
• A positive attitude to work and their work 

colleagues. 
• Strong communication skills with the 

ability to think on their feet and solution 
find for customers. 

• Able to execute tasks enthusiastically as 
well as apply initiative, when necessary, 
to create an efficient work environment. 

• Experience in the automotive industry is 
not critical but an interest in cars is an 
advantage. 

• Training and product knowledge will be 
provided to any successful applicants.

If you believe you have what it takes to be 
a member of our team, then we would en-
courage you to present your resume with 
references to either Peter or Gavin at our 
Wonthaggi or Cowes store. 
If you are unable to present in store, please 
supply your resume with references 
through to:
gavin@wonthaggi.autopro.com.au
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Well established restaurant in Cowes.

Looking for Senior and Junior  
waiting staff plus kitchen hand.
Above award rates offered to the right candidate.

Call Tim – 0450 909 975
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BUS DRIVER
Bass Coast Region
Medium Rigid Drivers Licence

Casual/Full-time   
Contact 0427 021 544
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CLASSIFIEDS  SEEK, BUY AND SELL
No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, 

YES

DEATHS GARAGE SALES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

FOLLOW US FOR MORE NEWS

DID YOU 
KNOW 

YOU CAN  
EMAIL  
YOUR  

CLASSIFIEDS?

ads@pisra.com.au
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Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Jess can!
I just want to do a shout out to 
Jess Gislingham who for the last 
footy season has worked tire-
lessly at the Phillip Island Footy 
Club collecting cans and bottles 
as a fundraiser.

Such a great idea and Jess was 
always a pleasure to see around 
the footy club on match day!

Keep up the hard work Jess.
Julie McKnight, Cowes

Great water service
Well done Westernport Water! 
On a recent Friday afternoon, I 
reported a water leak under the 
road in front of my house. With-
in an hour, a crew arrived, in-
vestigated and did preliminary 
works. Monday 8am another 
crew was there, works complet-
ed by 10 am. Fantastic service.

Glenyce Paul, Silverleaves

Councillor hypocrisy?
There must be an election com-
ing on.

The clearest signs of this, 
apart from advertisements, 
are the amazing recent turn-
arounds by many of our Bass 
Coast councillors.

Last week’s paper had an ar-
ticle dealing with the rejection of 
a planning permit for two two-
storey townhouses in Ventnor 
which received 24 objections.

Cr Rooks opposed the appli-
cation, saying “... multi dwell-
ings should be discouraged” and 
“... this kind of development is 
not what ... the residents want”.

Cr Halstead said it was im-
portant councillors “push back 
on developments that ‘attack’ 
the character of towns”.

Cr Bauer said “the developer 
had ‘gone for broke’ by trying to 
build as much as possible and that 
the permit needed to be amended 
to meet local expectations”.

These are the same council-
lors who have supported count-
less inappropriate developments 
during their terms.

On a neighbouring block to 
mine in Church Street, these 
councillors and their colleagues 
waved through a development 
for 10 two-story dwellings with 
minimal parking, despite about 
15 objections from neighbouring 
residents.

At that time, they had no 
qualms about ignoring over 
development, inappropriate de-
velopment, or the views of resi-
dents.

I wonder what made them 
change their position? Oh, that’s 
right, there is an election com-
ing!

I urge voters to be extremely 
wary about supporting candi-
dates who now claim to be op-
posed to inappropriate devel-
opments, but whose long track 
records indicate otherwise.

An application to VCAT suc-
cessfully addressed most of our 
concerns, despite Cr Bauer say-
ing at a Council meeting there 
was no point in Council deal-
ing with the objections as VCAT 
would just approve it anyway. 
This proved to be absolutely in-
correct.

Denzil Griffiths, Cowes

Editor’s note: Cr David Rooks 
successfully moved an alterna-
tive motion to refuse the Vent-
nor permit referred to in this 
letter, based on a new plan-
ning policy that aims to control 
growth. Cr Rooks said the Bass 
Coast housing strategy, adopt-

ed earlier this year, classified 
towns as minimum, incremen-
tal or substantial growth areas 
across the shire for the next 15 
years. In Ventnor it was mini-
mal change, where subdivisions 
and multi dwellings should be 
discouraged.

Poor toilet plan
Closure of the toilet facility at 
the north end of Thompson Ave-
nue from September to January 
is timed for maximum inconve-
nience to visitors to our lovely 
town.

Considering school holidays, 
MotoGP, Cup long-weekend, 
summer school holidays and 
Christmas-New Year celebra-
tions, the council could hardly 
have chosen a more inappropri-
ate period for the repairs that 
are required.

This is really poor planning.
Ian Gordon, Cowes

In praise of Berninneit
Have the people claiming the 
new cultural centre doesn’t serve 
the community actually been in 
there lately? I visited it last week 
during the holidays and the 
place was pumping. There was 
no special performance on, but 
there were people everywhere. 
There wasn’t an empty seat in 
the library, people were in the 
museum, and groups were walk-
ing up and down the hall. There 
was a constant stream of people 
coming in and out of the build-
ing. Clearly the space is provid-
ing services for some of the com-
munity. This is on top of being a 
venue where local audiences can 
enjoy world-class performances, 
something that certainly didn’t 
occur in the old centre.

It might not be a perfect 
building, but maybe critics need 
to reassess their opinion of what 
the community needs? Because 
last week, it certainly looked 
like there were plenty of people 
who were using, and enjoying, 
the space.

Madeline Franklin, San Remo

Beach safety
There is a simple solution to the 
problem of people – especially 
non-English-speaking beachgo-
ers – “swimming” at unpatrolled 
and dangerous beaches.

Put retractable, spring-loaded 
gates at the entrance to these 
beaches and put the signage in 
multiple languages on the gates.

If they continue on to these 
dangerous beaches and enter 
the water and have not bothered 
to read the warnings, then their 
destiny is in their own hands.

Rob Prowd, Cape Woolamai

Lobby Group pressure
This election cycle has the topic 
of the day being “Transpar-
ency and Accountability”. Be-
ing a candidate for the upcom-
ing council election has been 
enlightening, especially with 
the number of pledge/promises/
guarantees of action I have been 
asked to take. Nearly all of the 
emails are from single issue 
groups asking for the exclusive 
promotion of “their agenda”. 
None of these emails were solic-
ited by me but arrived “out of the 
blue”. I can only assume that the 
other candidates have been sim-
ilarly “bombarded”. This leads 
me to think about how other 
candidates deal with such lob-
bying to “pledge” and how they 
may behave if elected.

Will they be transparent and 
accountable for any pledges 
they felt pressured to make?

Some communication has 
been asking what actions would 
I take if elected to council, to ad-
dress various community needs. 
Those emails help provide clari-
ty of my position on these needs.

I have also read the Local 
Government Act 2020 (v 021, 
2024). Part 2 describes the roles 
and powers of a council and in-
cludes items around community 
consultation requirements and 
acting for the best interests of 
the community.

It seems to me the ideal coun-
cillor is one who prioritises 
community needs over political 
agenda and ideology.

In listening to elements of the 
community, I have so far heard 
the following:

• Building our community 
with progress on the sports 
complex and commonsense cap-
ital works

• Preserving our community 
with a maintenance strategy for 
our shoreline and road and foot-
path assets

• Improving our community 
with a Phillip Island parking 
strategy and a holiday period 
Waste Management Plan

If elected to council, I will ad-
vocate for the above.

Darrell Silva, Candidate for 
Island Ward

Join the Rising Tide
Over seventy people attended 
the Rising Tide event held at the 
Newhaven College Performing 
Arts Centre. It was an inspiring, 
intergenerational gathering.

The meeting included screen-
ings of Rising Tide’s documen-
tary ‘The First Wave’ about the 
2023 People’s Blockade of the 
world’s largest coal port in New-
castle.

Rising Tide is well on the way 
to meeting its goal of attracting 
10,000 people over 10 days to the 
People’s Blockade in Newcastle 
November 19 – 25, followed by 
the Canberra Wave November 
26 – 28.

Last week’s event inspired a 
strong groundswell of commu-
nity support from across Bass 
Coast. I was part of a number 
of conversations that began 
with the question: “Are you go-
ing to go the Blockade?” On the 
strength of seeing the ‘The First 
Wave’ film and learning more 
about Rising Tide, Terry and I 
have decided to go to the Block-
ade in November and then on 
to Canberra. Young people are 
leading the way and we want to 
do all we can to support them, 
when the future of the planet 
hangs so precariously in the bal-
ance.

The courage and creativity 
that was shown in both the films 
were also on display in the com-
munity that came together. Led 
by young people, it was a gath-
ering of people who understand 
the urgency of the ecological 
challenges we are all facing and 
who recognise the importance 
of the strong community con-
nections needed to sustain the 
work.

In Bass Coast, we are experi-
encing the direct consequences 
of rising sea-levels in the coastal 
erosion of our beaches such as 
Inverloch, Silverleaves and the 
Corinella foreshore.

As we arrived home last 
night, we saw a shearwater next 

to the driveway of our home. 
Right on schedule, this little bird 
had successfully made it safely 
back home from its 15,000km 
flight from the Bering Sea near 
Alaska. Another reminder of the 
seasons and cycles of the living 
world that we need to protect 
and preserve.

It’s enough to make you want 
to cry and laugh and head up to 
Newcastle in November.

Laura Brearley, Cape Woola-
mai

Fundraiser request
I’m seeking your assistance to 
raise funds for the Royal Mel-
bourne Hospital and the ambu-
lance services that play a vital 
role in our times of need.

In late December 2023, I was 
involved in a serious car accident 
and was airlifted by Ambulance 
Victoria to The Royal Melbourne 
Hospital in a critical condition. 
Thanks to the dedicated doctors 
and nurses and paramedics, I 
have made a full recovery over 
the past six months.

It is a well-known fact that 
these services urgently need fi-
nancial assistance.

I am personally making a 
sizeable donation and would 
greatly appreciate your gener-
ous support to raise additional 
funds. Below is the address of an 
approved website to ensure your 
donation will be tax-deductible. 
The total amount raised will be 
published once finalised.

Your support is greatly appre-
ciated and you can donate at:

w w w . m y c a u s e . c o m .
au/p/349480/krueger-trans-
p o r t - r o y a l - m e l b o u r n e -
hospital?popup=1

w w w . m y c a u s e . c o m .
au/p/349479/krueger-transport-
ambulance-victoria?popup=1

John Krueger, Managing Di-
rector and founder – Krueger 
Transport

Recreation Reserve priority
There has been extensive dis-
cussion recently surrounding 
the urgency of the development 
of a new Sport and Recreation 
Reserve, a sentiment I whole-
heartedly share.

It has come to my attention 
the entire 80-acre area (CA79), 
on the corner of Phillip Island 
and Ventnor roads remains 

zoned as ‘Farming’. I thought 
half of it was already rezoned 
for recreation as it was pur-
chased many years ago, but this 
is not the case.

The full 80 acres must be re-
zoned for recreational purposes 
to prevent any possibility of it 
being sold off again. Rezoning is 
vital to preserve this location for 
present and future generations.

Our community requires as-
surance about this land desig-
nated for recreational, sports, 
and other community activities. 
Let’s collaborate to have it re-
zoned and shovel-ready ... so we 
can proceed with trust and hon-
esty and secure grant funding.

In the late 80s/early 90s, Phil-
lip Island Shire councillors, led 
by my father Hilton Chadwick, 
fought ferociously to acquire 
the land, foreseeing it would be 
needed for the infrastructure 
needs of permanent and part 
time residents in the future. 

October 27, 1992, Shire of 
Phillip Island Councillors ap-
proved the purchase of the 80 
acres (CA 79) for $270,000.

February 1994, a Leisure and 
Recreation plan was organised 
for CA 79, however it was not 
formally passed and adopted by 
the Shire of Phillip Island.

In 1994 amalgamation of the 
Wonthaggi, Bass and Phillip Is-
land councils was decreed by 
the Kennett Government. The 
government appointed commis-
sioners were instructed to sell 
off assets that were not present-
ly required on Phillip Island and 
elsewhere.

On July 24, 1995, despite 
strong objections by the com-
munity, who demanded the land 
be retained for recreational and 
other needs, CA 79 was sold for 
$280,000.

In 2011 when Hilton Chad-
wick became sick, he wrote to 
Bass Coast Shire Council and 
urged it to implement a buyback 
plan for our municipality.

From that point, former Cr 
Peter Paul, got behind the re-
purchase of 40 acres of the CA 
79 allotment. It was repurchased 
for just under $1 million. The re-
maining 40 acres (Carnival site) 
was bought back by council last 
year.

Marnie Chadwick, Island 
Ward candidate

Hawke Landcare Award
Nominations for the 2025 Bob 
Hawke Landcare Awards are open.
For the first time in its history, the 
award’s criteria has been expanded 
to include groups and organisations 
to be eligible for the $30,000 prize.
This award celebrates Landcare and 
recognises excellence in sustain-
able agriculture.
It is dedicated to the former Aus-
tralian Prime Minister, the Hon. Bob 
Hawke AC.
The winner will receive a $30,000 
prize.
Nominations close on December 31. 
To apply go to bobhawkelandcarea-
ward.com.au

Safe and inclusive
Safe and Inclusive Sport: prevent-
ing gender-based violence guide is 
now available. This innovative guide 
is supporting gender equity and 
further action to prevent gender-
based violence through community 
sport.  The guide provides strate-
gies to help organisations - includ-
ing state sporting associations, 
local councils and women’s health 
services - support local sports 
clubs, leagues and associations to 
build and strengthen safe, inclusive 
and respectful cultures. For more 
information about the Safe and In-
clusive Sport Guide visit sport.vic.
gov.au/safe-and-inclusive-sport.

SHORT STACK
A QUICK ROUNDUP OF NEWS, VIEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
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BOAT SERVICING!!  FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY 

 EXTENDED TO JUNE - Phillip Island and San Remo areas 
Call 0359 569238 NOW to book in 

HUGE STACER STOCK RUNOUT 

        
HUGE SAVINGS on all Stacer / Mercury Packages 

Runabouts, BowRiders, Tinnies and more IN STOCK NOW! 

14 BEACH RD, RHYLL  PHILLIP ISLAND 

 

BOAT SERVICING!!  FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY 

 EXTENDED TO JUNE - Phillip Island and San Remo areas 
Call 0359 569238 NOW to book in 

HUGE STACER STOCK RUNOUT 

        
HUGE SAVINGS on all Stacer / Mercury Packages 

Runabouts, BowRiders, Tinnies and more IN STOCK NOW! 

14 BEACH RD, RHYLL  PHILLIP ISLAND 

SPORTNEWS

COUNCIL

A question asked at the 
September Bass Coast 
Shire Council meeting 
raised more questions 
than answers.

And given the former 
career of the questioner, 
the query was all the more 
interesting.

Phillip Island resi-
dent Peter Fogarty asked 
whether council had any 
system or process “to iden-
tify persons/companies/
entities who are investing 
capital into large scale de-
velopments with the nomi-
nated developers?”

Peter is a former detec-
tive senior sergeant based 
at police headquarters, in-
cluding working in profes-
sional standards, charging 

police with corruption and 
taking on organised crime.

So when Peter asks 
whether council does any-
thing to prevent money be-
ing laundered through ma-
jor developments, it pays to 
take notice.

Unfortunately, CEO 
Greg Box did not provide a 
reassuring answer.

“Council is not re-
quired to monitor or report 
against investors in private 
development companies,” 
Mr Box said.

More questions about Berninneit
Community question time at last week’s 
council meeting continued to grill council 
on Berninneit.

Philip Davy asked why council doesn’t 
lower rental fees for the new Culture Cen-
tre. BCS  CEO Greg Box responded, say-
ing the standard hire fees for Berninneit 
were very competitive.

“In addition, council provides a 50 
per cent subsidy for community groups, 
schools, dance groups, not-for profit or-
ganisations, cultural organisations and 
individual professional artists to encour-
age community use,” Mr Box said.

Ernie Westergard asked why council 
was planning to commission additional 
art for the new Centre, when “a mural and 
two tapestries are held in locations across 
the shire and outside the shire but not in 
Berninneit in Cowes”.

Mr Box said the public art commission 
to be delivered in Cowes this financial 
year was the final outcome from the Pub-
lic Art Sites and Themes Plan 2014 – 2024, 
which was “created following extensive 
community consultation”.

“Over the plan’s lifecycle it has deliv-
ered public art outcomes for Kilcunda, 
San Remo, Corinella, Kernot, Cape Pater-
son, Newhaven, and Wonthaggi,” Mr Box 
said.

Bill Wilson asked how much it cost 
council for the supply of naming options 
for Berninneit from the Bunurong Land 
Council Aboriginal Corporation. Mr Box 
said the cost was $1650.

Ernie Westergard asked what  atten-
dance numbers to the Cowes library since 
it reopened were..

“At the current rate of visitation the 
new library is expected to be double that 
of the old library within the first year,” Mr 
Box said. For the six months from Janu-

ary to June 2024 there were 44,868 visits 
to the library.

Costly memberships
Bass Coast Shire Council was a financial 
member of 20 organisations in the past 
year, at a cost of more than $80,000.

The revelation came after resident Joe 
Waralow asked the shire to provide a list-
ing of organisations of which council was 
a paid up member, and the membership 
fee. CEO Greg Box said the total cost was 
$81,455, with memberships including the 
Municipal Association Victoria ($40,910), 
Food and Fibre Gippsland ($10,000) and 
Gippsland Regional Sports Academy 
($4955).

Cemetery coffers
San Remo Cemetery reported a profit of 
more than $10,000 for 2023/24.

Councillors voted on the annual shire-
operated cemetery budgets, which are 
subsidised to “prevent further impact on 
the net result”.

Throughout the year demand for inter-
ments of bodily and cremated remains in-
creased, according to shire officers.

Wonthaggi Cemetery returned a profit 
of more than $30,300, which was down on 
previous years.

Asset management
Councillors have voted in support of an 
Open Space and Pathways Asset Man-
agement Plan, agreeing to spend about 
$150,000 per year to manage the assets.

Last year a contractor audited council’s 
11,822 open space assets and 6096 path-
ways (345km network), finding 70 per cent 
were in very good and good condition.

Funding to deliver the plan is subject to 
the annual budget. Crs Rochelle Halstead 
and Ronnie Bauer both agreed the pro-
posed annual spend was “modest”, and 
that the plan was council’s core responsi-
bility. Council is reviewing all asset man-
agement plans in the lead-up to the 10-year 
asset plan review in 2025.

BOWLS

The Midweek game was held at Loch 
Bowls club last week and what a glorious 
day it was.

The clouds were few, the sky was blue, 
and the sun shone down.

A small amount of wind (direct from the 
South Pole) kept the day interesting.

The bowlers were signed in by Gillian 
and John, with the teams being prepared 
by Clair and Rob.

Trevor made everyone feel welcome 
as he looked after the kitchen (with help 
from a few of the lovely ladies). Trevor also 
looked after the bar for the thirsty bowlers.

Thank you also to Brad for clearing up 
outside after the game.

The green was in excellent condition, as 
were the players.

Some complaints from our players 
about the wind chill factor making it feel 
so cold, but that did not detract from the 

fun on the green as well as the quality of 
the bowling.

Winners on 39 points were: Laurie Bell 
(3), Jenny Smith (L), Mark Hanrahan (S) 
and Brad Tobin (2).

Runners up on a score of 36 were: Phil 
Wright (3), Elaine Williams (L), Peter Grat-
ton (S) and Bill Williams (2).

Best One Game winners on 22 points 
were: Peter Thorley (L), Terry Floyd (3), 
Steve Edge (S) and Gwen Jeffery (2).

A big call out to Peter and Pauline.
Peter is presently in hospital, and we 

would all like to pass on our best wishes 
to him and look forward to Peter’s speedy 
recovery and early return to bowls.

This week we will be meeting up once 
more at Lang Lang and look forward to 
seeing all the usual bowlers there.

Please can everyone make an effort and 
be on site by 10am to allow the lovely help-
ers enough time to prepare the teams.

Until then, have fun and stay safe.

GOLF

Tuesday, September 24
Men’s competition Stableford 18H
Overall winner: Peter Gray (19) 43.
A Grade winner: A-1 Mark White (14) 40.
B Grade winner: B-1 Peter Gray (19) 43.
C Grade winner: C-1 Ian Barnes (26) 39.
BDL to 34 c/b.
NTP: 5th Jack Huther, 7th Barry Melven, 
10thTim Duff and 17th Brodie Mabilia.

Men’s 9 Hole Stableford
Overall winner: Noel Thomas (28) 19 pts 
from Bryan Pirouet (21) 18 pts c/b.
BDL 17 Pts.

Wednesday, September 25
No Women’s competition due to weather.

Women’s Stableford 9H
Overall winner: Jillian Chandler (31) 18 
pts from Megan Elbaz (28) 16 pts c/b.
BDL 15 pts c/b.

Thursday, September 26

Open Stableford 18H
Overall winner: Oliver Duggan (14) 43.
A Grade winner: Oliver Duggan (14) 43.
B Grade winner: Stephen Mack (19) 38.
C Grade winner: Rob Chambers (24) 39 
c/b.
BDL to 35.

NTP: 5th Ugo Mascitelli, 7th Stephen 
Mack, 10th Oliver Duggan and 17th Dave 
Egan.

Open 9 Hole Stableford
Winner: Ian Samuel (27) 20 pts from 
Steve Rieger (23) 19 pts.
BDL to 25 pts c/b.

Saturday, September 28
Men’s and Mixed 4BBB Stableford 18H
Overall winner: Archie Ross and George 
McCausland 48.
From: Steve Morris and Brendan Cash-
man 44 c/b.
BDL to 42 c/b.
NTP: 5th Steven Duggan,7th Rowan Wales, 
10th Jack Ross and 17th Mark White.

Women’s 4BBB Stableford 18H
Overall winner: Maria Kirwan and Ros 
Reid 49 pts.
From: Mel Naismith and Julia Mascitelli 
46 pts c/b.
BDL 43 pts c/b.
NTP: 5th Christine Janson, 7th Tracey 
Cuff, 10th Joanne Disher and 17th Lesley 
Meadowcroft.
Great score Pamela Rothfield, Eagle 9th 
Hole.

Sunday, September 29
Open Comp Stableford – winner details 
not available.

At the September council meeting, former detective senior 
sergeant Peter Fogarty asked whether council had any system to 
prevent money being laundered through major developments.

Money laundering in major projects?

Results from the green

A glorious day at Loch

Winner of midweek bowls at Lang Lang: Laurie Bell (3), Jenny Smith (L), Mark Hanrahan (S) and Brad Tobin (2).

Phil Wright (3), Elaine Williams (L), Peter Gratton (S) and Bill Williams (2) were runners up of midweek bowls.
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14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
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 ISLAND
  MARINETIDE 

GUIDE

Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/

© Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 2024, Bureau of Meteorology (ABN 92 637 533 532)

WED 2 OCT

LOW 5:47 am
1.09 m

HIGH 12:30 pm
2.46 m

LOW 6:22 pm
1.09 m

THU 3 OCT

HIGH 1:00 am
2.46 m

LOW 6:50 am
1.05 m

HIGH 1:19 pm
2.52 m

LOW 7:11 pm
0.92 m

FRI 4 OCT

HIGH 1:51 am
2.63 m

LOW 7:40 am
1.00 m

HIGH 1:59 pm
2.58 m

LOW 7:50 pm
0.77 m

SAT 5 OCT

HIGH 2:34 am
2.79 m

LOW 8:21 am
0.97 m

HIGH 2:32 pm
2.63 m

LOW 8:25 pm
0.64 m

SUN 6 OCT

HIGH 4:12 am
2.90 m

LOW 9:57 am
0.95 m

HIGH 4:03 pm
2.66 m

LOW 9:57 pm
0.55 m

MON 7 OCT

HIGH 4:46 am
2.97 m

LOW 10:30 am
0.95 m

HIGH 4:32 pm
2.69 m

LOW 10:30 pm
0.49 m

TUE 8 OCT

HIGH 5:21 am
3.00 m

LOW 11:02 am
0.95 m

HIGH 5:03 pm
2.69 m

LOW 11:02 pm
0.46 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – October 2024
Please note: Daylight savings starts on Sunday, 6 October, when clocks will go forward one hour. The predictions are in daylight saving time when it is observed.

9/2/24, 11:19 AM Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology

www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/print.php?aac=VIC_TP013&type=tide&date=2-10-2024&region=VIC&tz=Australia/Melbourne&tz_js=AEST&days=7 1/1

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK

SPORT

GYMNASTICS

The Phillip Island YMCA levels 
5, 6 and 7 Gymstar teams took 
part in the epic BTYC competi-
tion last Monday, along with 
hundreds of other young hope-
ful gymnasts.

This school holiday classic 
brings in the highest numbers of 

competitors, all enjoying the op-
portunity to demonstrate their 
now well polished routines.

The Phillip Island YMCA en-
tered their highest number of 
competitors this season, with 
levels 5, 6 and 7 all competing to-
gether in the same session, shar-
ing in the nerves and excitement 
of the day.

In the Level 7 Halos category, 
our team of four gymnasts once 
again secured first place overall 
as a team, with Amillia and Rori 
coming in first and second in the 
individual overall competition.

In the Level 6 Halos competi-
tion, The Phillip Island Opals were 
the first placed team, while the 
Pearl team secured sixth place.

Stellah, in her first competi-
tion for the season, put in an 
amazing performance which 
was rewarded with third place 
in the individual overall compe-
tition.

In the Level 5 Halos compe-
tition, Phillip Island once again 
successfully secured first place 
in the team competition, with 

Juliet placing third and Ayla 
placing sixth in the individual 
overall category.

Our Level 3 three team must 
also be commended for their 
efforts in the previous day’s 
competition with all gymnasts 
awarded an individual gold, sil-
ver or bronze medal depending 
on their overall total score.

Back (from left): PIBC President Jake Eisen, Club Captain Ash Easton, Bang Bang 
owner Pat O’Garey, and (front) PIBC Groms Billy Easton and Eddie Maier.

Bang Bang Tag Team Shootout
From page 28

“It’s also about teaching 
the kids to be kind to one an-
other, supporting their team-
mates, and creating a posi-
tive atmosphere in and out of 
the water.”

Pat O’Garey, owner of 
Bang Bang Restaurant and 
Bar said he was thrilled to be 
supporting this event.

“Surfing is such a vital 
part of the island’s culture, 
and we love being part of 
something that encourages 
teamwork and fun for every-
one involved.”

Eddie Maier, 10 years old 
PIBC Grom said of the last 
tag team event: “Last time I 
got an eight-point ride, and it 

made me really happy. I hope 
I can do it again and hope-
fully I’m on the same team as 
my dad.”

PIBC also offers weekly 
yoga classes for surfers and 
mental health and open to 
the general public, run by 
local island yogi Dominique 
Salerno @dominiquesaler-
noyoga at $10 for PIBC mem-
bers and $15 for non-mem-
bers.

Sessions are: Mondays 
and Wednesdays 6pm – 7pm, 
Thursdays 9.30am – 11am 
and Fridays 6am – 7am.

For more information on 
PIBC programs and on how 
to get involved visit www.
pibc.com.au

Level 5, 6 and 7 teams together: From left to right Back: Willow, Frankie, Stellah, Rori, Mia and Raven. Middle: Amillia, Isa, Sommer and Kailey. Front: Evie, Juliet, Asha, Ayla, Isla and Saoirse.

Phillip Island shines at BTYC Competition.

Euchre 
results
Ladies winner: Josie Billman 
– 6 wins.
Men’s winner: Darrell Silva – 
6 wins.
Encouragement award: Rus-
sell Wicking.

Considering the school 
holidays resulting in mul-
tiple absentees, we had a 
reasonably good turnout for 
cards.

New players most wel-
come to come and enjoy an 
evening of euchre cards ev-
ery Thursday.

For further information 
contact Bob Hee 0418 173 
388.
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633
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PERMANENT 
RENTALS  

URGENTLY 
NEEDED 

NOW!

CALL US  
TODAY FOR  

A FREE  
RENTAL  

APPRAISAL.

• 2 living areas, gourmet kitchen, stone 
benchtops, large undercover alfresco area

• Fully fenced and landscaped allotment of 
(approx.) 540m2

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 car garage
$840,000

39 GRAMPIAN BOULEVARD, COWES

1/70 WALTON STREET, COWES

• Charming brick unit steps away from Cowes 
main street – easy walk to shops, schools 
and beach

• Fully fenced backyard with additional side 
parking

• 2 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/1 car
$520,000

23 KEAM CRESCENT, SAN REMO

• Double storey home, easy walking distance 
from the beach, cafes & shops

• Private courtyard with additional parking
• 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/1 car garage
$710,000

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local
newsagency

SURFING

Phillip Island Boardrid-
ers Club (PIBC) is excited to 
launch the 2024/25 season 
with the highly anticipated 
Bang Bang Tag Team Shoot-
out on Saturday, October 12.

Open to all local surfers 
aged 10 to 80, this event is 
designed to include everyone 
in teams, fostering a sense of 
community and fun.

The event is free for PIBC 
members, while non-members 
can participate with a $20 reg-
istration fee. Registration is 
available via Live Heats – the 
link is in PIBC’s socials’ bio.

Event Format
• Teams of eight to 10 surfers 

(mixed teams)
• Teams are allocated by the 

experienced Captains Com-
mittee consisting of former 
club captains and presidents

• Approximately six teams will 
compete – 80-minute heats

• Each surfer has eight min-
utes to catch their best wave

• Captains and power surfers 
surf twice

• Rules follow the  ABB  – 
Boardriders Battle format

• The team with the highest 
heat tally wins

The winning team will take 
home a fantastic prize from 

Bang Bang with Woolamai 
Pizza also contributing sig-
nificantly to ensure the event’s 
success.

The day will wrap up with 
a celebration of the season’s 
aggregate winners at the Phil-
lip Island Winery, providing 
a chance for all members to 
come together and celebrate 
their achievements in this 
close-knit surfing community.

The club said the tag team 
event is about more than just 
surfing – it promotes teamwork 
among younger members 
and more experienced surf-
ers, creates lasting memories, 
and helps raise mental health 

awareness. Surfing provides 
an outlet for groms/adults to 
manage anxiety, stay active, 
and develop resilience, and 
the club is dedicated to foster-
ing an environment where all 
surfers learn not just skills – 
but also kindness, teamwork, 
and self-confidence.

“The Bang Bang Shootout is 
the perfect way to kick off our 
season, bringing the commu-
nity together, fostering com-
petition, and focusing on what 
makes our club special-our 
commitment to surfing, mental 
health, and each other,” Jake 
Eisen, President of PIBC said.

Continued page 27

Bang Bang Tag Team Shootout

SPORT

SURFING

Two hundred of the top junior 
surfers from across the coun-
try arrive in Victoria this week 
for the Rip Curl GromSearch 
Phillip Island presented by 
Bass Coast Shire Council.

The event runs from Octo-
ber 1 – 5 and features Boys and 
Girls divisions for Under 18, Un-
der 16 and Under 14 divisions.

A handful of local surf-
ers are lining up to compete 
against the best in the coun-
try, including Scarlett Rennie, 
Angus Kennedy, Evie Lutz, 
Tate Russell, Lily Bassed, Sar-
ah Seuren, Rye and Jarrah Ci-
cero and Sam Patterson.

“It’s exciting to be hosting 
the best 200 junior surfers 
from around the country in 
Victoria for the week,” said 

Surfing Victoria CEO Adam 
Robertson.

“The level of talent across 
the country is improving year 
on year and it will be incred-
ible to watch the action over 
the week.”

As a 10,000 point Marquee 
event on the Surfing Australia 
National Rankings, the event 
is only one of five events of 
this calibre in the country and 

will provide surfers with valu-
able rankings points in their 
quest for a spot in the Irukan-
djis team heading to the ISA 
World Junior Surfing Titles.

The event will be webcast-
ed for the final two days of 
the event via Streamer. Full 
details including live scores 
and schedule can be found at 
www.surfingvic.com/ripcurl-
gromsearchphillipisland

Scarlett Rennie is one of the local groms competing in this week’s Rip Curl GromSearch on Phillip Island, running through until October 5.

Groms descend on the island
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