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HEALTH

The Cowes, San Remo and 
Grantville Bendigo Community 
Banks have donated $250,000 to 
the new Phillip Island Commu-
nity Hospital, for vital oncology 
equipment.

Former Chair and current Di-
rector, Peter Paul said the dona-
tion was on behalf of its share-
holders and 8997 customers, 
and had been put together over 
fi ve years.

“We have been saving 
$50,000 per year waiting pa-
tiently for the Community Hos-
pital, to be in a position to pur-
chase the oncology equipment, 
in readiness for its offi cial open-
ing early 2026.

“The Bank’s Directors’ unan-
imous decision to support on-
cology needs was driven by the 
overwhelming need for local ra-
diology services,” he said.

“The benefi ts of being treated 
locally, saving time and travel 
costs cannot be overestimated.

“The Community Bank also 
acknowledges the investment of 
the many groups and individuals 
who have made commitments to 
the Community Hospital.

“The buy ins are substantial 
and refl ect the long overdue 
need for our own community 
hospital facility, which will be 
very welcome and very impres-
sive.”

Peter said the bank greatly 
appreciated their liaison with 
Bass Coast Health interim CEO 
Simone Alexander, and her 
staff.

Ms Alexander said BCH was 
“so grateful” for the generous 
support. “These funds will di-
rectly benefi t our local commu-
nity, helping us establish new 
oncology treatment services.”

Peter also encouraged the 
community to attend the Com-
munity Open Day at the hospi-
tal on December 13, which he 
described will be  “a day of cel-
ebration”.

Since the three Community 
Bank Branches opened in the 
area, Peter said the banks have 
been able to contribute over $6 
million back into their local 
communities.

“Our donation to the Com-
munity Hospital is our largest 
individual contribution to date.”

The Community Banks are 
also a major sponsor, in part-

nership with the Phillip Island 
RSL, of the annual Carols by the 
Bay event, to be held on Thurs-

day December 9.
Peter said there would be a 

collection at the carols night, 

endorsed by Island Voice, for 
the Community Hospital, as 
“every coin counts”.

MAJOR PROJECTS

After months of silence, the de-
velopers of the new Isle of Wight 
say they will soon announce a 
construction start date.

Currently there is a plan-
ning permit amendment before 
Bass Coast Shire Council, but 
a spokesperson for developers 
Moda said there had been no 
substantial changes to the $130 
million development, with some 
minor internal changes.

In September 2023 council-
lors unanimously approved the 
seven-storey (27.5 metres) de-
velopment, the biggest in the is-
land’s history, with construction 
at that time set to start later in 
2023, with an initial opening ex-
pected in 2025.

Now, according to Moda’s 
website, construction will start 

this year with the development 
to open in 2027.

Last year the Victorian Plan-
ning Minister intervened to ap-
prove the development, in the 
face of delays at VCAT.

Following this, in January 
this year dozers began pre-con-
struction digging at 2-8 Bass Av-
enue and 9-10 The Esplanade.

Last week a Moda spokesper-
son Tim Richardson acknowl-
edged “there haven’t been any 
announcements or updates from 
us recently”.

“We will have exciting public 
announcements about the long-
awaited Isle of Wight coming to 
life,” Mr Richardson said.

“We’ve been working behind 
the scenes with authorities to en-
sure that infrastructure upgrades 
and relocations are designed and 
completely ready to enable con-

struction to commence, as well 
as discussions with other stake-
holders in the region to explore 
partnership opportunities.”

He confi rmed there had been 
“no material changes to the scale 
or aspirations of the development”.

“We have made some changes 
to the internal confi guration to 
improve things operationally.”

In August, the State Gov-
ernment announced the Isle of 
Wight had received funding from 
the Regional Worker Accommo-
dation Fund, with the amount 
“commercial in confi dence”.

The government said there 
would be accommodation for 
over 100 workers, across the 
“healthcare, food and beverage, 
retail and tourism industries”, 
with the plans for the hotel in-
cluding a separate three storey 
tourist/worker hostel (14.5 me-

tres) with 49 one-bedroom units 
and a manager’s apartment.

Hotel
The development will be a 
mixed-use hotel to the north 
with: 163 hotel rooms; four food 
and beverage premises (pub, 
bistro, hotel dining, signature 
restaurant); three retail spaces 
(including a yoga studio, gym, 
and wellness centre); two func-
tion rooms; outdoor pool terrace 
with a bar; outdoor beer garden 
on the corner of Bass Avenue 
and The Esplanade.

There will also be rooftop bas-
ketball and tennis court, and re-
tail premises on the north-eastern 
corner with a 259sqm retail space 
along the northern frontage.

Moda bought the site in 2021 
for $10 million.

Continued page 9

Extraordinary $250,000 boost 
for new Community Hospital

Isle of Wight will soon “come to life”: developers

Presenting the $250,000 donation for the Phillip Island Community Hospital (from left): Kelvin Simpson (Chair/Director, 
Bendigo Community Bank), Peter Paul (Past Chair/Director), Simone Alexander (Interim CEO BCH), John Matthews (Deputy 
Chair), Kristen Yates-Matthews (Director Partnerships & Engagement, BCH).
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ADon’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

I am here to help.

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

COMMUNITY

Phillip Island Commu-
nity and Learning Centre 
(PICAL) has launched its 
annual Christmas hamper 
appeal.

The 2025 Christmas ham-
per project aims to provide 
festive food hampers to local 
households in need.

“The hampers will offer a 
taste of Christmas to those 
in our community who may 
otherwise go without,” ex-
plains David Rooks, Centre 
Manager, PICAL.

“Every day, our Emergen-
cy Food Relief Pantry sup-

ports 25 local households. 
This December, we want to 
make the season a little more 
special for these households 
that are doing it tough.

“We’re calling on our 
generous community to do-
nate Christmas-specifi c food 
items for these hampers.

“These hampers will go to 
individuals and families who 
are already connected with 
PICAL – the people we see, 
support and stand beside all 
year long.”

To give households in 
need a taste of Christmas, 
PICAL is calling out to the 
community for donations 

of Christmas-specifi c food 
items that are non-perish-
able, such as tin ham; Christ-
mas cake and pudding; UHT 
custard; mince pies; short-
bread; chocolates and lollies; 
and bon bons (Christmas 
crackers).

Gluten-free Christmas op-
tions are also welcome.

Non-Christmas items will 
be redirected to PICAL’s 
Emergency Food Pantry to 
support everyday needs.

Donations of non-perish-
able, Christmas-specifi c food 
items can be dropped off at 
PICAL’s reception (16 Warley 
Avenue, Cowes), 9am to 3pm, 

Monday to Friday.
PICAL is accepting dona-

tions from now until Friday 
December 5. Financial dona-
tions are also welcome.

The community is invit-
ed to organise food drives 
through schools, businesses 
or groups and to spread the 
word with friends and neigh-
bours.

“Our Christmas hamper 
project is about more than 
food,” David said.

“It’s about community, 
dignity and connection. Ev-
ery item donated will help 
make the season brighter for 
a family right here on our is-

POLICE

BRIEFS

Back Beach Road accident
Around 5pm on October 1, emergency 
services were called to a collision on 
Back Beach Road Cowes. Police said a 
White Hyundai travelling eastbound on 
Back Beach Road slowed to turn right 
into Pyramid Rocks Road, then a Grey 
Kia collided with the rear of the Hyundai.

The collision forced the Hyundai off 
the road and into a fence causing mod-
erate damage to the fence and exten-
sive damage to both vehicles.

The drivers of both vehicles, a 24 
year-old male and a 51 year old female, 
the only occupants in the vehicles, re-
ceived minor injuries and were taken to 
hospital.

Back Beach Road was closed in both 
directions for two hours with all traffi c 
diverted along Gap Road and Pyramid 
Rock Road. Police investigations into 
the cause of the collision are continuing.

San Remo arrest
At approximately 2pm on October 1, po-
lice allege a 42 year old male at the San 
Remo IGA concealed several bottles of 
alcohol, fresh meat and other condi-
ments inside his jacket and backpack. 
The male then left the store without 
paying for the items valued in excess of 
$200.

The alleged offender became aggres-
sive when he was confronted by the 
store manager as he attempted to leave 
the store. Police were called and located 
the man in Back Beach Road in San 
Remo in possession of the stolen items.

When police told the man he was un-
der arrest for theft, he attempted to run 
but was arrested by police, who were 
ably assisted by a passer-by. The male 
was later charged with theft and resist-
ing police and bailed to attend Korum-
burra Court in February next year.

Donate to PICAL’s 
2025 Christmas 
Hamper Appeal

Phillip Island Community and Learning Centre (PICAL) plans to replicate the success of last year’s annual Christmas hamper appeal and needs your help.
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DROUGHT

Year-to-date rainfall continues 
to be well below average, despite 
a wet week last week.

In the wake of the continuing 
18-month drought, Westernport 
Water is now releasing monthly 
water updates, which last week 
showed Candowie Reservoir 
was 48 per cent full, compared 
to 68 per cent at the same time 
last year.

January to September rain-
fall in the Candowie catchment 
was 489mm, which is signifi-
cantly lower than the five-year 
average of 722mm.

It is also lower than last year’s 
low rainfall tally of 587mm, re-
corded over the same period last 
year.

While last week’s rainfall 
(32mm) was higher than the 
same week in 2024 (13mm), both 
September’s total (66.5mm vs 
87 mm) and the overall year-to-
date figure “highlight the drier 
conditions”.

In addition, water demand has 
increased slightly compared to 
the previous year, with customer 
consumption to the end of Sep-
tember 1924 million litres (ML), 
compared to 1859 ML in 2024.

A spokesperson for West-
ernport Water said they contin-
ued to monitor water resources 
“carefully”.

“If we feel that water restric-
tions are necessary, we will 
make the decision prior to sum-
mer guided by expert advice and 
data, and only enacted when 
necessary,” they said.

Westernport Water’s over-
all water supply is more than 
what’s stored in Candowie Res-
ervoir, with connection to Victo-
ria’s water grid making us “less 

vulnerable to dry conditions”, 
including ongoing delivery of 50 
billion litres of desalinated wa-
ter this year from Wonthaggi’s 
Victorian Desalination Plant via 
the grid.

“The Victorian Desalination 
Plant plays a role, not only pro-
viding water security for Great-
er Melbourne, but also for con-
nected communities in regional 
areas like the Bass Coast.

“With more than two years of 
water supply available, we are 
well placed to meet customer de-
mand for the year ahead.”

Permanent Water Saving 
Rules are in place across Victoria.

These include:
• A residential or commercial 

garden or lawn can be watered 
with a handheld hose at any 
time, or by means of a water-
ing system between the hours 
of 6pm and 10am on any day.

• Water cannot be used to clean 
hard surfaces (including drive-
ways, paths, concrete, tiles, 
timber decking) except where 
cleaning is required as a result 
of a hazard or accident, or in 
the course of construction/
renovation.

• A handheld hose must be fit-
ted with a trigger nozzle and be 
leak free. It can be used to wash 
your car and water your gardens 
and lawns at any time.

Details: westernportwater.
com.au/pws-rules

ELECTION

The current member for Bass, 
Jordan Crugnale has an-
nounced she will not recontest 
the seat in next year’s state 
election.

In 2022, Ms Crugnale re-
tained the seat of Bass for 
Labor, in one of the tightest 
contests in the state. She de-
feated Liberal candidate Aaron 
Brown by 202 votes after pref-
erences.

Bass was the last seat to be 
called in the election, with the 
result giving Labor 56 seats – 
one more than the 55 seats it 
won in 2018’s “Danslide” elec-
tion.

Announcing her decision, 
Ms Crugnale reflected on her 
two terms in Parliament.

“Serving, working for and 
walking beside the people of 
Bass has been more than a 
privilege – it is an experience 
that has shaped me profoundly 
and in ways I will carry with 
each step forward forever,” she 
said.

“Representing our wonder-
ful, growing, and proud com-
munity has been a journey 
imbued with highs and lows, 
fierce advocacy and hard-won 
outcomes, treasured friend-
ships and beautiful connec-
tions.

“To the extraordinary  
people and organisations 
across our electorate – from 

schools and kinders to health 
services, sporting clubs, arts 
and cultural organisations, 
neighbourhood houses, local 
businesses, emergency ser-
vices, community and environ-
mental groups – thank you for 
welcoming me into your spac-
es, sharing your aspirations, 
innovations and challenges, 
and working with fierce deter-
mination to make our commu-
nity stronger, fairer and more 
connected.”

During her time as an MP, 
Ms Crugnale said, thanks to 
the community support and 
drive,  many improvements 
had been delivered: new and 
upgraded schools, expanded 
hospitals, road reconfiguring 
and duplications, new sporting 
pavilions, oval lights, nets and 
courts, boat ramps, inter-town 
trails, community hubs, more 
gigs in pubs, early parenting 
centres, new and upgraded 
emergency services brigades, 
units and stations, more social 
housing and support for vul-
nerable people, improved plan-
ning outcomes and protections 
for the environment.

On Phillip Island, notable 
projects delivered during Ms 
Crugnale’s eight years includ-
ed:
• Phillip Island Health Hub 

and Community Hospital
• Upgrades to San Remo Pri-

mary School
• Upgrade to the Cowes Jetty

• Bass Coast College Second-
ary Campus in San Remo

• The Distinctive Areas and 
Landscapes (DAL)

• Rhyll Boat Ramp upgrade
• New CFA station in Cowes 
• Cowes Primary School gym 

and additional facilities
Ms Crugnale acknowledged 

there was more to do, to ad-
dress the needs of the growing 

community.
“There is always more to do 

– I know our community’s en-
ergy and drive will continue, 
and I am so proud of what we 
have been able to achieve to-
gether and the ways that we 
have changed the world around 
us in so many wonderful and 
enduring ways,” Ms Crugnale 
said.

She thanked the team in 
her electorate office, describ-
ing them as “compassionate, 
professional and relentlessly 
dedicated”, and acknowledged 
the support of her colleagues in 
the Parliament, including Pre-
mier Jacinta Allan and former 
Premier Daniel Andrews.

Ms Crugnale thanked her 
two “beautiful, funny, kind, 
wise and curious” sons, prom-
ising to delve into new adven-
tures with them.

She also thanked the local 
branch of the Labor party its 
support through every cam-
paign and challenge.

“I am grateful beyond  
measure for the friendships 
we’ve built and our shared be-
lief in the Labor movement’s 
capacity to change lives for the 
better.

“To the people of Bass, 
thank you for trusting me with 
this extraordinary responsibil-
ity. Serving you as your local 
member has been an honour 
and a joy.

“It has been a privilege to 
contribute to this community – 
first in local government, and 
then through two terms in the 
Victorian Parliament, and I 
will give everything I have be-
tween now and November next 
year.

“There is still a lot on our 
Bass ‘to do and must have’ 
lists, and so for now at least, 
the work goes on.”

INFRASTRUCTURE

The final phase of inspections 
on the Phillip Island bridge are 
about to start, with sensors to be 
installed on the bridge.

In response to last week’s 
story about the stalled timeline 
for bridge repairs, Member for 
Bass, Jordan Crugnale said the 
work was scheduled to begin af-
ter the upcoming MotoGP.

“The level-3 inspections on 
the San Remo Bridge took place 
late last year,” Ms Crugnale said.

“We are returning to install 
sensors as the final part of these 
works.

“Works will take place at 
night to minimise traffic disrup-
tion. There may be some lane 
closures during the day, but 
they will not take place during 
peak times.”

She said because of the high 
interest from the community 
about the planned maintenance 
for the bridge, a separate web-
page for the project will be cre-
ated.

“A separate webpage for the 
Big Build Roads’ rehabilitation 
works on the bridge has been 
approved and will go live next 
week after VIDA Roads has 
briefed Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil,” Ms Crugnale said.

“The two bridge pages will 
then be linked.”

Project
In May the government an-
nounced a $50.4 million reha-
bilitation project would ensure 
the bridge “remained safe for 
generations”.

The project is part of the 
2025/26 budget, and will include 
replacement of beams, pier legs, 

piles and handrails.
In recent years, the Phillip 

Island bridge has been subject 
to consistent and progressively 
more thorough inspections by 
Department of Transport and 
Planning (DTP).

This included DTP inspec-
tions over six days in 2021, and 
installing sensors to monitor 
the bridge’s structural condition 
and performance in February 
this year.

DTP also engaged a consul-
tant for a three-month level-3 
investigation, which “collected 
and analysed optical imagery, 
lidar, acoustic and thermal data 
which provided digital insights 
and accurate defect quantifica-
tion” of the bridge.

In 2024, some residents spec-
ulated the bridge was well past 
its original use by date and was 
showing signs of deterioration, 
stating several cracks in each 
pylon are visible at low tide, 
and there have been reports of 
‘spalling’ – where fragments of 
concrete break off a larger body 
– of which concrete cancer is a 
cause.

Last week, another resident 
echoed the concerns saying 
there were three or four pylons 
with cracks “and a couple where 
the concrete has fallen off”.

“It’s getting pretty bad. It 
shouldn’t be cracking like that.”

He said the maintenance 
work needed to start urgently, 
and suggested a load limit for 
trucks.

A DTP spokesperson told the 
Advertiser earlier this month 
based on “our investigations to 
date, the bridge continues to be 
safe to use while the project de-
livers repairs”.

Jordan Crugnale not recontesting

Rainfall updates now monthly

In the wake of the continuing 18-month drought, Westernport Water is now 
releasing monthly water updates, with January to September rainfall in the 
Candowie catchment 489mm, which is significantly lower than the five-year 
average of 722mm.

 

Bridge work update

After two terms in office, Jordan Crugnale MP has announced she will not 
recontest the seat of Bass in the 2026 state election.
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NEWS

HEALTH

A fortnightly meeting is 
providing valuable emo-
tional and practical sup-
port for local stroke survi-
vors.

The Stroke Support 
Group meets fortnightly at 
PICAL. The group is the 
initiative of the Stroke As-
sociation of Victoria and 
is for survivors and carers 
to meet to discuss topics 
around stroke recovery, 
from NDIS to mobility aids.

The last meeting was 
attended by eight people, 
including local stroke sur-
vivors and their partners, 
as well as Colin Scott, a 
Director of the Stroke As-
sociation of Victoria, and 
board member (and stroke 
survivor) Melissa Gough.

Sharing updates on their 
own personal progress, the 
group also talked about the 
way hospitals could better 
provide for stroke patients, 
and the importance of rap-
id response to strokes.

Most were extremely 
impressed with the im-
mediate medical response 
they received, and praised 
the stroke unit at Wonthag-
gi Hospital, but said it was 
difficult after they returned 
home.

Many had to learn how 
to walk and even talk 
again.

They all agreed this 
was where support groups 
played a vital role.

“When you have a 
stroke, you live it for 15 or 
20 years or more,” said Co-
lin.

“People need support 
during that time. We need 
to encourage people to get 
that support.”

The stroke is done after 

six weeks, Colin said, but 
“care goes on for the rest of 
their lifetime”.

The support group was 
a way of talking about 
shared experiences, and to 
recognise and support car-
ers.

“Carers don’t get the 
recognition they deserve,” 
Colin said.

“We need to get carers 
along here, to feel that their 
voices are heard.”

As well as being able 
to share their own experi-
ences of rehabilitation and 
treatments, and explore 
ways to navigate the sys-
tem and get the right care 
plan in place, the support 
group provides emotional 
support.

Members described the 
“heartwarming” support 
they’ve received through 
the group saying they’d 
formed friendships, and 
regularly meet for lunch.

Resources
The meetings are “an op-
portunity for people to find 
ways to get attention where 
it is needed”, said Colin, 
noting there was a consid-
erable difference between 
the services and resources 
available in regional areas 
compared to the city.

Board member Melissa 
Gough drove down from 
Melbourne for the meeting, 
her first visit to the area. 
As a stroke survivor her-
self, with a career in educa-
tion, she says an important 
thing was getting informa-
tion into the right hands, 
and ensuring the right lan-
guage is being used.

“Stroke recovery isn’t 
linear, and it’s important to 
see the patient as a whole 
person,” she said.

She hosts a podcast, 
“The Brain Game Chang-
er”, where she explores 
how “heartfelt stories, 
awareness and education 
can change the game”.

By sharing stories via 
her podcast, she hopes to 
create this awareness, and 
to share her knowledge, re-
sources and experiences.

“Overall, the aim of the 
podcast is to provide hope 
after adversity, hearing the 
triumphs after tragedies,” 
she said.

“Winning the little and 
huge victories, achieving 
those milestones.”

Colin said he hopes the 
local group continues to 
grow, becoming a commu-
nity-based stroke recovery 
centre.

“It’s not just a meeting. 
It’s about organising ac-
tivities that are suitable for 
people here,” he explained.

“In other areas, the 
groups have organised 
walks, and learning to 
cook.

“It’s about sharing ex-
periences, engaging with 
people and overcoming 
isolation.”

The Stroke Support 
Group meets every second 
Wednesday at PICAL, 16 
Warley Avenue in Cowes 
between 10.30am and 
12pm.

Colin said anyone want-
ing more information 
about the PICAL meetings 
could email info@strokeas-
sociation.com.au.

“The Brain Game 
Changer” podcast is avail-
able on all leading plat-
forms.

For more information 
about strokes and resourc-
es, visit: www.strokeasso-
ciation.com.au

FUNDRAISER

Another long distance running challenge 
is raising money for Phillip Island based 
charity Free 3D Hands.

Chris Dixon, an ultra-distance runner 
from Stratford is running 300km in 36 
hours around Lake Guthridge and Lake 
Guyatt in Sale.

The Helping Hands Charity Run, 
starting on October 17, will raise funds 
for Free 3D Hands, which creates life-
changing, affordable assistive devices for 
people with limb differences, including 
advanced bionic arms.

The run is the second running event in 
the past few months dedicated to raising 
funds for Free 3D Hands. In July Phillip 
Islander Jack Montgomery raised over 
$26,000 for the charity, running 110km 
around the island in a day.

Chris Dixon’s run has been praised by 
local politician Darren Chester, who said 
Chris’ motivation was deeply personal.

“Chris’ daughter, Gracie, was born 
with a limb deficiency, and his passion for 
supporting Free 3D Hands comes from 
wanting to help develop technology that 
can transform lives,” Mr Chester said.

“His determination, along with the 
incredible community spirit behind this 
event, is inspiring.”

The challenge begins on Friday, Octo-
ber 17, with more than 50 local runners 
expected to join Chris for sections of the 
course. Chris has set a fundraising goal 
of $50,000.

“This event is about more than just one 
man running 300 kilometres – it’s about a 
community coming together to support a 
Gippsland-based charity that is having a 
global impact,” Mr Chester said.

“I encourage everyone who can to get 
behind Chris and help him reach his fun-
draising goal.”

Free 3D Hands has provided assis-
tive devices to thousands of people in 56 
countries so far.

Through sharing their designs un-
der open-source licenses, there are over 
10,000 volunteers and organisations 
around the world now making their de-
signs to create an exponential impact.

The charity relies entirely on dona-
tions to fund the design and development 
of open-source assistive devices without 
any government funding.

All donations go directly towards the 
research, design and development of 
open-source assistive devices which are 
provided free to those in need.

To find out more about Free 3D Hands 
or to make a donation, go to: free3d-
hands.org/

To support Chris Dixon’s run, go to: 
donorbox.org/helpinghandsrun-chris

Run challenge for Free 3D Hands

Federal Member for Gippsland Darren Chester 
joined ultra-distance runner Chris Dixon for a 
run around Lake Guthridge in Sale ahead of the 
upcoming Helping Hands Charity Run.  

Support for stroke survivors

The Stroke Support Group meets fortnightly at PICAL in Cowes. Seat front (from left): Eric and 
Sheila, Keith Chaplin. Standing back: Melissa Gough (Stroke Association), John and Janine Hayden, 
Tony Zoanetti, Stephen Fullarton, Colin Scott (Stroke Association) and Kaye Chaplin.
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CONSULTATION

A new building at the Nob-
bies, sensitively designed 
to consider the environ-
ment, is one of the key 
community requests from 
consultation on a master-
plan for the Summerland 
Peninsula.

Since July, the Nature 
Parks has been working 
with the local community 
and key stakeholders to 
explore ideas to shape a 
precinct-wide vision for 
the Summerland Penin-
sula Master Plan.

General Manager for 
Infrastructure and Plan-
ning at the Nature Parks, 
Jarvis Weston told the Ad-
vertiser people attending 
the consultation sessions 
had expressed a range of 
views, thoughts, and ideas.

“It is so valuable to hear 
from locals and communi-
ties to ensure we find the 
right balance between 
ecotourism and protect-
ing the significant envi-
ronmental and cultural 
values of the Summerland 
Peninsula.

“The shared respect 
and responsibility for the 
conservation values of 
the peninsula was evident 
throughout the consulta-
tion process.”

With the first phase of 
consultation now com-
pleted, the Nature Parks 
thanked all those that 
participated, saying the 
results of the consultation 
“will truly guide the devel-

opment of the Draft Mas-
ter Plan”.

Some of the key find-
ings from the consultation 
process include:
• The Summerland Pen-

insula is a very special 
place that is loved by 
many and is cherished 
for its wild coastal envi-
ronment and conserva-
tion stories.

• Enhance the sense of 
arrival, provide better 
directional signage and 
wayfinding, and de-
liver more cohesive and 
engaging storytelling 
across the Peninsula.

• Redesign traffic man-
agement across the Pen-
insula to enable different 
users to access sites at 
different times depend-
ing on demand – surfers, 
residents, self-drive visi-
tors and coaches.

• Activate the Summer-
land Farm.

• Centre the visitor ar-
rival hub and visitor 
experiences through the 

Penguin Parade.
• Replace the current 

Nobbies building with 
one sensitively designed 
within its landscape.

The Nobbies
The Nobbies building was 
constructed in the 1990s 
(originally as the Seal 
Rocks Sea Life Centre), 
with the State Govern-
ment overriding strong 
community opposition to 
the private consortium 
project.

The centre is currently 
closed indefinitely due to 
structural issues.

“That building is only 
30 years old and it’s fall-
ing down,” Jarvis said, not-
ing it would take at least 
$5 million for repairs and 
maintenance of the current 
building, or almost twice 
that for a major overhaul.

“We’ve done the finan-
cial analysis, we’ve tried 
different attractions in 
there throughout the years, 
and it’s never worked as  

an attraction per se.
“Really, the hero of the 

site is the views and the 
boardwalks, the seals and 
the natural environment.”

The community agreed, 
with one attendee at a con-
sultation session at the 
Penguin parade on July 29 
saying there was almost uni-
versal agreement the cur-
rent Nobbies building was 
not suitable for the location.

Design
The Nature Parks said it 
was now conducting an 
iterative design develop-
ment process where it will 
develop a draft vision, 
principles, and scenarios 
and test these with a Com-
munity Reference Group.

“Further consultation 
will then be conducted 
more broadly on Master 
Plan concepts, before a 
Draft Master Plan is devel-
oped and released publicly 
for comment,” a Nature 
Parks spokesperson said.

The Summerland Pen-
insula is home to the 
world’s largest little pen-
guin colony, migratory 
short-tailed shearwaters, 
and the Endangered East-
ern-barred bandicoot, as 
well as welcoming over a 
million visitors annually. 
The peninsula is a special 
place for Bunurong, the 
local community, and all 
those that visit.

If you have any ques-
tions or thoughts, please 
email community@pen-
guins.org.au

FUNDRAISER

Brenda Jongen was a 
much-loved friend and 
CWA member who despite 
the best of care survived 
only 18 months after her 
ovarian cancer diagnosis.

In her honour, the CWA 
Twilight Branch is hosting 
a High Tea fundraiser on 
Sunday October 26, from 
2pm to 4.30pm at the Phil-
lip Island Bowling Club.

“It was her wish for us 
to fundraise for research,” 
said CWA Twilight presi-
dent Sally Ann Matthews.

“Ovarian cancer is un-
derfunded compared to 
breast cancer. Research is 
crucial, and our hope is to 
improve survival rates of 
this cancer.”

Sally Ann encourages 
everyone to embrace the 

opportunity to get togeth-
er, while supporting this 
important cause.

“This is a fun day, an 
opportunity to frock up 
and enjoy friendship in 
our community. It’s not 
just for the ladies; please 
bring the men in your life 
too.”

Local businesses have 
generously donated for 
spot prizes (including best 
dressed), raffles and silent 
auctions.

Enjoy a High Tea of 
delicious CWA favourites 
with tea and coffee.

The Bowling Club team 
will be behind the bar all 
afternoon if you fancy a 
bubbles or beer.

Tickets are $40 per per-
son, at Trybooking.com/
DFFII, or scan the barcode 
to book.

High Tea for important cause

Summerland Peninsula Master Plan update

The CWA Twilight Branch is hosting a High Tea to raise funds for 
ovarian cancer research on Sunday October 26, from 2pm to 4.30pm 
at the Phillip Island Bowling Club. Photo: Anita Austvika, Unsplash.

Nature Parks is now working on a design development process for 
a draft vision, principles, and scenarios for the Summerland Pen-
insula, with further consultation on the concepts before a draft 
master plan is developed and released for comment.

NEWS
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services is important to us.

Complete our online survey by 22 October 2025, 
for your chance to win a bill credit.

Visit our website www.westernportwater.com.au
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WILDLIFE

Wildlife lovers should pre-
pare themselves for the 
emotional toll of the mass 
mortality of birds and 
mammals, with bird flu’s 
arrival in Australia a mat-
ter of “when not if”.

An online Birds Aus-
tralia forum last week 
outlined how communi-
ties can prepare for the 
expected arrival of the H5 
bird flu, with Australia the 
only continent currently 
free of the disease.

The forum comes ahead 
of a Western Port bird flu 
meeting this Friday (Octo-
ber 10), at Hastings, look-
ing at the risk for the bay’s 
migratory birds, and it 
comes as wild migratory 
birds return here from 
August to November, the 
highest risk period for a 
viral incursion.

Birds Australia Kate 
Millar told the online fo-
rum around the planet the 
disease had “decimated 
millions of birds and tens 
of thousands of mam-
mals” and “it’s not if, it’s 
when” H5 bird flu would 
arrive here.

Avian influenza re-
sponse coordinator Tanya 
Loos said it was important 
wildlife carers were able 
to deal with the emotional 
toll of working with poten-
tially high wildlife casual-
ties.

She said the strain of 
bird flu was first detected 
in Europe in 2020 and had, 
for example, killed 21,000 
Peruvian pelicans, 17,000 
elephant seals and pups in 
South Africa, and a mass 

mortality event of gannets 
in Scotland had reduced 
their population by 30 per 
cent.

In the USA there have 
been 70 people confirmed 
to have had H5N1 and one 
death, with most of those 
impacted working with 
cattle or poultry farms.

H5N1 hasn’t yet gained 
the ability to spread di-
rectly between people, but 
causes severe illness and 
death in poultry, avian 
birds, and mammals such 
as dogs and cats, as well 
as wild populations.

Ms Loos said the lag 
time in the virus coming 
to Australia meant more 
time to prepare, including 
what to look for, and how 
to safely report suspected 
cases of H5 bird flu in local 
birds via the Emergency 
Animal Disease Hotline.

The public is being 
urged to:
• Avoid contact with sick 

or dead wildlife and 
their environment, and 
do not allow pets to 
touch or eat sick or dead 
wildlife;

• Record what you see, the 
location the animal was 
found, and take a photo 
or video; and

• Report any unusual sick-
ness or mass mortality 
events in wildlife via 
the Emergency Animal 
Disease Hotline on 1800 
675 888.

Along with death, oth-
er signs of H5 are: Lack 
of coordination, trem-
ors, swimming in circles, 
twisted neck or other un-
usual posture; difficulty 
breathing, coughing or 

sneezing and an inability 
to stand or fly.

Nature Parks
Last year Phillip Island 
Nature Parks (PINP) is-
sued alerts for the commu-
nity to remain on the look-
out for signs of avian flu in 
birds across the island, es-
pecially in the migratory 
short-tailed shearwaters, 
saying “surveillance and 
reporting will be key to 
early detection” of the flu.

PINP has placed A3 
signs around the island – at 
Swan Lake, Observation 
Point and Fishers Wetland 
– with information about 
HPAI H5N1, symptoms 
and how to report sick or 
dead birds or wildlife.

Disease screening re-
sults of up to 250 short-
tailed shearwaters were 
analysed as part of the 
National Avian Influenza 
Wild Bird Surveillance 
Program.

A study last year found 
an Australia outbreak 
would put the black swan 
in “significant peril”, with 
the species “incredibly sus-
ceptible” to the H5N1 virus.

H5 is different to the 
H7N3 virus that spread in 
Victoria in 2024 and im-
pacted chicken farms.

A Western Port – Mi-
gratory Birds & Avian Flu 
Community Forum will be 
held on October 10, 10am-
1pm, at Hastings.

This a free, ticketed 
event: events.humanitix.
com/avian-flu-in-western-
port-community-forum

More information: ag-
r iculture.gov.au /cam-
paigns/birdflu

WATER

Westernport Water is committed to put-
ting the interests of customers first.

From October 1, 2025, customers will 
have the opportunity to provide feedback 
via the Annual Westernport Water Cus-
tomer Satisfaction Survey.

By taking part in the survey, custom-
ers will enter the draw to win $100 off 

their next bill. Westernport Water is giv-
ing 10 bill credits away to say thank you 
for sharing feedback.

The survey forms part of a larger cus-
tomer satisfaction study across seven 
participating water corporations, includ-
ing South Gippsland, Gippsland, East 
Gippsland, Goulburn Valley, Central 
Highlands and Coliban Water.

Westernport Water’s Managing Direc-
tor, Dona Tantirimudalige said customer 
feedback is invaluable and helps them to 
continually enhance the water and sew-
erage services it provides to the commu-
nity.

“For over a decade, we’ve partnered 
with fellow regional water corporations 
to conduct an annual survey to under-
stand customer thoughts on our products 
and services.

“By joining forces, we can undertake 
customer research services more effi-
ciently and deliver better outcomes for 
our customers and communities,” she 
said.

“Your feedback helps guide decisions 
on water services, planning, and invest-
ment to meet community needs now and 
into the future.”

A random sample of customers will re-
ceive an email and be asked to complete 
a short survey. If you didn’t receive an 
email, the survey is also available on our 
website until October 22.

www.westernportwater.com.au/cus-
tomer-satisfaction-survey/
/ Sponsored article /

EDUCATION

Since its founding in 1979, by the Phillip 
Island community, Newhaven College 
has been shaped by a spirit of collabora-
tion and inclusion.

One of the most tangible ways this 
commitment is seen is in how the Col-
lege’s facilities are shared with their 
broader community,

The school has become a vibrant hub, 
supporting local clubs and organisations 
across sport, arts, culture and science.

Currently, the College’s state of the art 
gymnasium  is home to the Phillip Island 
Rips Basketball Club; while the Phillip Is-
land Football Netball Club makes use of 
the oval year-round for training.

A wide variety of other groups also 
find a home at the College, including the 
Bass Coast Astronomy and Cosmology 
Club, Offshore Theatre, Arts Society Phil-
lip Island, AFL Victoria’s School Holiday 
Program, Hockey Victoria, Narre Warren 
Calisthenics Club, Gippsland United Big V 
Basketball, Westernport Steelers Basket-
ball Club, Phillip Island Soccer Club, Oak-
leigh AFL and Koo Wee Rup Netball Club.

When the Cowes oval was undergoing 
renovations in 2024, and closed and off 
limits to the community for five months, 
Newhaven College offered the Phillip Is-
land Football Netball Club the use of its 
oval for training in the lead up to the foot-
ball season.

“Without the assistance given to our 
club by Newhaven College, I am not sure 
what we would have done,” Club Presi-
dent Chris Ross said of the offer.

“They gave us access to both their oval 
and school gymnasium for player train-
ing sessions, because our Cowes ground 
was pretty much unusable. I want to 
thank Newhaven College sincerely.”

The College said its commitment to 
community is reflected not only in shar-
ing their facilities, but also in nurturing 
relationships.

Active communication and collabora-
tion between the College and its broader 
communities are central to the College’s 
values.

At its heart, Newhaven College re-
mains what it has always been – a place 
created by the community, for the com-
munity.

Mass mortality of birds, 
mammals expected

Phillip Island Nature Parks staff have been preparing for avian flu in Australia since last year, with 
shearwaters particularly at risk. Photo: Ian Prain.

Newhaven College: built by 
community, serving community

Provide your feedback  
on water services

Phillip Island Football Netball Club appreciated the use of the Newhaven College oval and facilities 
during the renovation of Cowes oval in 2024 and again in 2025.
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The community is invited to visit 
the new Phillip Island fire sta-
tion, as part of the first open day 
since the station was officially 
opened in December 2023.

The open day coincides with 
a statewide Get Fire Ready cam-
paign, helping the public prepare 
for the upcoming fire season.

Tim Anderson, the Commu-
nity Safety Coordinator with the 
Phillip Island Fire Brigade said 
they were excited to welcome 
the community into the station.

“We really want to thank the 
community for their support 
over the last couple of years, get-
ting set up in the new station,” he 
said.

Local fundraising has helped 
purchase extra equipment for 
the new facility, while donations 
from Phillip Island RSL and 
Bendigo Bank funded an exten-
sion the station’s carparks.

The Open Day is a way to 
acknowledge all that support, 
as well as providing important 
information on how to prepare 
your property and fire plans, 
ahead of the upcoming fire sea-
son.

“The CFA and the Bureau of 
Meteorology have predicted it 
will be a challenging season,” 
Tim said.

“There will be information on 
what you can do to minimise the 
impact of fire on your property, 
how to understand fire danger 
ratings, preparing your fire plan 
and the best course of action if 
you are impacted by a bushfire.”

There will be a sausage sizzle 
happening all day – provided by 
the Phillip Island and San Remo 
Rotary Club, as well as a coffee 
cart and muffins.

And for younger members, 
there’ll be face painting, photo 
opportunities with the various ve-
hicles and appliances, as well as 
the chance to wrangle a fire hose.

Across the day, there will be 
a series of presentations by local 
members, including burn tables 
which recreate a mini environ-
ment of local fuels.

“This gives people an idea of 
how fire would behave with the 
fuel types and loads in some of 
our significant areas,” Tim ex-
plained.

There are also sessions on 

fire extinguishers and a CFA 
briefing about fire management.

Visitors can pick up a tote bag 
on the day, which will contain 
Get Fire Ready information.

Medical response
Tim said the day would also in-
clude an explanation of the new 
Fire Medical Response, which 
sees the CFA support Ambu-
lance Victoria and the commu-
nity in severe medical incidents.

This means that select medi-
cal Triple Zero (000) calls will see 
the local CFA brigade and Am-
bulance Victoria dispatched si-
multaneously to cardiac arrests.

The Phillip Island Brigade is 
the 26th brigade to “go live” with 
the new life-saving program, 
that aims to ensure treatment ar-
rives within 10 minutes for any-
one suffering a cardiac arrest.

Twenty-three volunteers from 
the brigade signed up for the 
training, with members confi-
dent of the benefits it will pro-
vide the local community.

“By joining this program, 
we’re able to provide vital care 
in those first critical moments,” 
said brigade captain Lino 
Drazzi.

“Our members live and work 
in the community – we’re close 
by and ready to respond.”

Emergency Services
Other local emergency services 
will also be at the station, includ-
ing Ambulance Victoria, SES 
and Bass Coast Shire Council.

Ambulance Victoria is hold-
ing a Call, Push, Shock ses-
sion at 10am, giving people the 
chance to learn lifesaving skills 
such as CPR and operating a de-
fibrillator.

Volunteers from the SES are 
also part of the day, displaying 
rescue tools with information 
about emergency preparedness, 
as well as fun activities for the 
kids.

Members of Victoria police 
are also attending, as well as 
representatives from Phillip 
Island Nature Parks and Bass 
Coast Shire Council.

Tim said he hopes the com-
munity will take the opportu-
nity to visit the station, meet the 
volunteers and get any informa-
tion they need to prepare for the 
upcoming fire season.

“Come and have a coffee and 
a chat with us; there will be peo-
ple here to answer any questions 
you may have about any aspect 
you are interested in.”

Open Day: Saturday October 
11. Phillip Island Fire Station, 
110 Ventnor Road, Cowes from 
10am.

With more cardiac arrests in 
Victoria than ever before, Ambu-
lance Victoria (AV) is encourag-
ing Gippsland residents to learn 
or refresh their cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation (CPR) skills 
and sign up to be a GoodSAM 
responder.

Local paramedics are holding 
Call, Push, Shock sessions this 
month, providing the perfect 
opportunity to learn these life-
saving skills.

They will be holding a session 
at the Get Fire Ready Open Day 
at the Phillip Island Fire Station 
on Saturday October 11 at 10am.

A session will also be held at 
the Corinella Community Mar-
ket that day, at 8am.

Campaign
A cardiac arrest occurs when a 
person’s heart suddenly stops 
pumping blood effectively 
around the body.

This October marks the sixth 
year of AV’s state-wide Shockto-
ber campaign, which is dedicat-
ed to improving cardiac arrest 
survival rates.

Ambulance Victoria Regional 
Director for Gippsland Ross Sal-
athiel encouraged locals to learn 
CPR, how to use an automated 
external defibrillator (AED) and 
know where their closest defi-
brillator is located.

“Shocktober is about giving 
Victorians who have a cardiac 
arrest a better chance of return-
ing to their loved ones,” he said.

“CPR and defibrillation are 
critical. Every day, around 21 
Victorians suffer the medical 

emergency but only one in 10 
survive. For every minute CPR 
is delayed, survival decreases 
by 10 per cent.

“Cardiac arrest can happen to 
anyone, anytime, anywhere, at 
any age, health or fitness  level, 
and often without symptoms.

“Our message is simple – you 
don’t need to be a paramedic to 
save a life, just remember to Call 
(Triple Zero 000), Push (Perform 
CPR) and Shock (use an AED).”

Ross also encouraged locals 
to sign up to be a GoodSAM re-
sponder.

GoodSAM is a mobile app 
that connects patients in cardiac 
arrest with a nearby volunteer 
who is willing to start hands-
only CPR while paramedics are 
on their way. There are current-
ly more than 17,300 GoodSAM 
responders across Victoria – but 
we need more.

Last year, AV paramedics 
and first responders were called 
to 7545 cardiac arrest patients. 
Victoria has the best cardiac 
survival rates in Australia and 
the third best anywhere in the 
world. 

AV is holding the following 
Call, Push, Shock sessions dur-
ing Shocktober and locals are 
encouraged to attend.
• Saturday October 11, 10am	

Phillip Island CFA
• Saturday October 11,	 8am	

Corinella Community Market
For information about Shock-

tober, the GoodSAM app and 
how to learn CPR and use an 
AED (defib), visit ambulance.
vic.gov.au/shocktober

Members of the Phillip Island 
SES are part of the open day on 
October 11 at the Phillip Island 
Fire Station.

Volunteers from the unit will 
be on site, along with the rescue 
truck, displaying rescue tools 
and equipment.

There will also be a stand dis-
play of emergency preparedness 
material, with members ready to 
answer any questions.

The kids will love the SES 
giveaways (stickers, kids paper 
SES truck), interactive activi-
ties and games, so there’s a little 
something for everyone.

Although there is a specific fo-
cus on Fire Ready preparations, 
the day is great chance to learn 
about the many emergency ser-
vices the SES provides, includ-
ing flood and storm, land search 
and rescue, marine search and 
rescue and road crash

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
show your support for the local 

volunteers, and get some great 
tips on how to prepare yourself 
and your household for an emer-
gency.

Our local SES unit is always 

looking for new volunteers, so if 
you’ve ever considered joining 
VICSES please email phillipis-
land@ses.vic.gov.au to find out 
how you can get involved.

Bass Coast Shire Council of-
ficers will be at the Get Fire 
Ready open day promoting the 
new Bass Coast Emergency 
Dashboard.

The dashboard has been de-
signed to be a one stop shop for 
local emergency information.

It includes information from 
the VicEmergency app, weather 
warnings, road closures, power 
outages and the Surf Life Saving 
Beachsafe app.

It also shows public health 
alerts, rainfall and river infor-
mation and the weather radar, 

as well as CFA and fire danger 
information and a local tide and 
flood guide.

Other information includes 
how to prepare for an emergency, 
what to do, and recovery advice.

There’s also a guide to local 
health services and bushfire in-
formation.

The Bass Coast Emergency 
Services Dashboard provides 
residents and agencies with reli-
able information and planning 
resources during emergencies.

emergency.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/

SES at Fire Ready open day

New emergency dashboard

Open Day at new fire station

Sign up to save a 
life this Shocktober

Members of the Phillip Island SES are part of the open day on October 11 at the 
Phillip Island Fire Station.

As part of the Get Fire Ready Open Day at the Phillip Island fire station on 
October 11, Ambulance Victoria is holding a Call, Push, Shock session at 10am, 
teaching vital life-saving skills.

Presentations will include burn tables, which recreate a mini environment of 
local fuels, giving people an idea of how fire would behave in local areas.

GET FIRE READY  october 11, 2025
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ENVIRONMENT

In a little office overlooking 
Cowes’ main street, Abi Smith 
is helping save the planet.

And so far, with her team of 
eight staff and volunteer board 
of 10, she’s doing a pretty good 
job.

In 2018 Abi started the 
Threatened Species Conser-
vancy (TSC), near Cowes 
Aldi, with programs to recover 
two species in Victoria (both 
plants: the black gum and 
southern shepherd’s purse).

Now there are 46 programs 
spread across Australia, in-
cluding Norfolk Island’s green 
parrot, as well as work on 
Phillip Island and San Remo.

In those seven years TSC 
experts have discovered – and 
are currently saving – a criti-
cally endangered tiny blue 
butterfly in central Victoria 
not seen for 30 years.

The team is working with 
frogs, snails and various tails 
(including the pink tailed 
worm lizard, one of Abi’s 
favourites), “from the over-
looked to the iconic”, each 
with its own tailored plan to 
fight for its survival.

Last month the TSC – an in-
dependent, not-for-profit and 
registered charity – launched 
its new website (www.tscon-
servancy.org) and a fundrais-
ing appeal, with “every dollar 
going directly to saving Aus-
tralia’s plants and animals 
from extinction”.

Abi estimates it will take $1.6 
billion over five years to imple-
ment a nationwide threatened 
species recovery program.

“We can do it, but we just 
need to find the money,” says 
the 45-year-old mum of two 
girls Harvey Jane (8) and Ma-
bel (9) who attend the Village 
School.

“We don’t have it yet but 
we’re starting anyway and we 
need everyone’s help.”

She agrees $1.6 billion 
sounds like a huge amount but 
not in the context of state and 
federal government budgets, 

with $1.6 billion currently 
budgeted for a single road up-
grade in western Sydney.

“And all we get is a wider 
road that only benefits a few. 
I know what I would prioritise 
if I was in charge of the federal 
budget,” she said.

“Research shows it costs less 
to maintain the environment, 
than fix it when it’s too late.

“These species have an in-
trinsic right to live.

“When we lose species we 
don’t know what we’re los-
ing. Each plays a vital role 
in healthy ecosystems. Our 
foods, medicines, even some 
cures for cancer come from 
the environment, but not if 
that species is extinct already.”

Loss
Abi – who is a member of the 
Australian Island Alliance, 
sits on several scientific advi-
sory groups, and is deputy op-
erations chair Landcare Victo-
ria – admits their work is just 
scratching the surface.

Australia has one of the 
most diverse collections of 
plants and animals in the 
world, yet has one of the high-
est loss of species anywhere 
on the planet, currently num-

bering about 100.
We claim the highest loss of 

mammal species anywhere in 
the world.

However, the real figures 
are likely to “be a lot worse 
than we even know”, as many 
species have become extinct 
without being officially re-
corded, and not including 
those thousands of species 
currently facing extinction 
across the nation.

Abi moved to Phillip Island 
in 2017 with her partner Ben 
Thomas, who is reserves man-
ager at Phillip Island Nature 
Parks.

Through TSC, Abi is work-
ing on two projects locally.

The first is a contract for Na-
ture Parks, researching the best 
methods to manage land to pro-
tect little penguins from heat-
waves at Summerland, with 
bower spinach planted around 
burrows so far found to be the 
best, reducing heat by about 7C.

The second project, which 
is seeking funding, is working 
to protect the Commonwealth-
listed marine community off 
San Remo.

“It’s a rock shelf area you 
can see across the water as 
you drive over the bridge leav-

ing Phillip Island,” Abi says.
“There’s a very specific 

community of plants and 
animals there not found any-
where else, including threat-
ened species.”

TSC currently relies on state 
and federal grants, consultancy 
work and private philanthropy.

The organisation welcomes 
volunteers to connect with 
their environmental projects, 
also has an internship and is 
building a graduate program, 
as well as primary school edu-
cation programs because “it’s 
important to give kids some-
thing to action so they don’t 
feel powerless and they can 
contribute and help”.

“No I don’t feel like we have 
bitten off more than we can 
chew. The work has got to be 
done. It’s not being done and 
someone has got to do it.

“We have the right group of 
experts in the team so we are 
on the right path.

“We have the skills to do 
this, but it’s a matter of funds. 
Do we value threatened spe-
cies more than a new road 
widening? They are the deci-
sions that have to be made all 
the time.”

www.tsconservancy.org

WILDLIFE

Parks Victoria has acknowl-
edged French Island’s koala pop-
ulation is “unsustainable”, but 
says translocation and fertility 
control is still the best solution.

The comments come after 
media reports stated French Is-
land’s koala heaven is now a hell.

The Herald Sun last month 
reported the island was now a 
“paradise lost for koalas”, with 
overpopulation seeing them eat 
themselves out of food, with the 
island “littered with carcasses 
and dead trees”.

French Island – which has 
Australia’s only disease-free ko-
ala population – is home to up to 
12,000 koalas when it is under-
stood it can only support 5000.

A Parks Victoria spokes-
person told the Advertiser the 
2025/26 Victorian budget allo-
cated $600,000 over two years 
for koala management in Victo-
ria, including at French Island.

“Koala monitoring on French 
Island has been underway since 
2008, including ongoing fertil-
ity control and translocation 
to deliver the best outcomes 
for the koala population,” the 
spokesperson said.

They said since the start of 
the program more than 3000 fe-
male koalas had received fertil-
ity control implants and nearly 
2000 had been translocated.

The spokesperson said a 
large part of the northern 
half of French Island, about 
11,000ha, was national park 
and contained large parcels of 
“excellent koala habitat”.

However, the lack of disease, 
predators and other pressures 
on the island had allowed the 
koala population to grow to an 
“unsustainable” level.

A spokesperson for French 
Island Landcare said certain 
species of eucalyptus had been 
“heavily impacted by koala 
browsing”.

“We are now hesitant to 
plant eucalypts that ought to be 
in the landscape, but won’t sur-
vive beyond adolescence,” the 
spokesperson said.

Residents say koalas were 
last relocated nearly a decade 
ago, and when they were last 
sterilised only 250 females 
were treated, which was not 
sufficient.

“I’m from French Island, the 
koalas are eating themselves 
out of house and home, a lot of 
trees are dying because of the 
drought too,” Melissa said on 
Facebook.

“All you need to do is drive 
down the main road and see all 
the dead trees.”

Mikaela added: “Ah yes. 
Save the wildlife ... oh forgot to 
save some habitat for them too.”

The Koala Conservation Re-
serve on Phillip Island houses 
just under 20 koalas, while the 
wild population has plummeted 
to a few individuals.

French Island faces koala overpopulation

The lack of disease, predators and other pressures on French Island has seen 
the koala population grow to an “unsustainable” level.

Fundraising launch for Cowes 
group fighting species extinction

From page 1

History
The development ends a three-decade 
chequered history for the site.

Phillip Island’s first hotel, the Isle of 
Wight, opened in 1870 before being de-
stroyed by a fire in 1925, then rebuilt.

The modern Isle of Wight was first giv-
en a planning permit for redevelopment 
by the former Phillip Island Shire, which 
was followed by a series of failed propos-
als, meeting with community opposition.

In 1989 the former Administrative 
Appeals Tribunal considered an appeal 
against the then shire decision to ap-
prove a seven-storey hotel.

However, this permit was not acted 
upon.

Following a series of on-again, off-
again permits, in 2005 a permit was 
granted which allowed a seven-storey 
hotel with 255 units, night club and 
bottle shop, restaurants and cocktail 
lounges, a public/sports bar, gambling 
lounge and cafe/bistro as well as shop 
and a gymnasium/health club.

The permit was later amended in 2010 
and one month after the amendment the 
hotel was destroyed by fire.

The site remained vacant and in 2014 
was put on the market for sale.

In 2019 a two-day Planning Panels 
Victoria hearing in Cowes detailed plan-
ning requirements for the Isle of Wight 
land, including seeking community 
consultation on designs, and requiring 
any future development remain seven 
storeys at the front half of the site along 
The Esplanade, increasing the rear half 
from four to five storeys.

The Planning Panel said any redevel-
opment must design around and make 
a feature of the significant Moreton Bay 
fig tree on the corner of the land.

Isle of Wight will 
soon “come to 
life”: developers

Artist’s impression of the proposed view from 
The Isle of Wight hotel lobby balcony, overlook-
ing the beer garden, which features the hoop 
pine and historic Moreton Bay fig.

Abi Smith, founder and CEO of the Threatened Species Conservancy, which is based in Cowes but operates across Austra-
lia. Abi with a Norfolk Island green parrot, one of the species at risk of extinction the organisation is working to recover.
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• FINANCIAL LITERACY MADE SIMPLE

For many Australians, owning a home 
is still seen as the great dream. Yet 
with house prices rising faster than 

wages, it has become harder for younger 
generations to take their first step onto the 
property ladder.

To make things easier, the Federal Gov-
ernment offers a scheme called the First 
Home Guarantee. It allows eligible first-
home buyers to purchase a property with 
as little as a 5% deposit, without having to 
pay lenders’ mortgage insurance. The gov-
ernment effectively “guarantees” part of the 
loan, making it possible for banks to lend 
more easily to those with smaller deposits.

On the surface, this sounds like a real 
win. Saving for a 20% deposit can take 
years, especially in capital cities where 
property prices continue to climb. For 
younger Australians, the scheme can shave 
years off the time it takes to buy a home.

First Home Guarantee at a Glance

Feature Details

Minimum 
deposit

5% (no mortgage 
insurance)

Price caps 
(Victoria)

Up to $900,000 
in Melbourne; 
$700,000 in 
regional centres; 
$600,000 
elsewhere

Eligible buyers First-home 
buyers earning 
up to $125,000 
(single) or 
$200,000 
(couple)

Availability 35,000 places per 
financial year

Who Benefits Most?
The First Home Guarantee is capped by 

price limits, which means it’s more help-
ful in regional towns and outer suburbs 
than in inner-city areas where housing 
prices far exceed the thresholds. For fam-
ilies in country Victoria or along the coast, 
the scheme may genuinely make the dif-
ference between renting and owning.

It also helps reduce one of the biggest 
upfront costs of buying a home - mortgage 

insurance - which otherwise adds thou-
sands to an already heavy financial burden.

The Other Side of the Debate
But there’s another side to the story. 

Critics argue that while the scheme 
helps individual buyers, it can also 
add fuel to the broader housing mar-
ket. By increasing the number of people 
who can buy today - rather than wait-
ing years to save a bigger deposit - the 
scheme boosts demand.

And when demand rises but the sup-
ply of houses stays the same, prices tend 
to go up. This is especially true at a time 
when housing construction is slowing, 
building costs are higher, and fewer new 
homes are coming onto the market.

Why Retirees Should Pay Attention
For semi-retired and retired Austra-

lians, the First Home Guarantee may 
feel like a policy aimed at someone 
else’s generation. But it does have flow-
on effects worth noting.

For parents and grandparents, the 
scheme might help adult children or 
grandchildren get into the market sooner.

For property owners, particularly 
those considering selling in the coming 
years, demand-side schemes like this 
can help keep prices buoyant in region-
al and suburban areas.

For the broader economy, housing af-
fordability remains one of the biggest 
long-term challenges, and what hap-
pens in the housing market eventually 
affects everyone

The bottom line
The First Home Guarantee is not a sil-

ver bullet. It helps some buyers, particu-
larly in regional and coastal communities, 
but it doesn’t solve the bigger challenge of 
housing supply. Without more homes be-
ing built where people want to live, prices 
will remain high, no matter how many 
schemes are put in place.

For now, the scheme offers a leg-up to a 
select group of Australians. But the ques-
tion remains: is it a stepping stone to 
greater affordability, or just another stim-
ulus that keeps house prices climbing?

The information above does not constitute 
financial or other professional advice and is 
general in nature. It does not take into account 
your specific circumstances and should not be 
acted on without a full understanding of your 
current situation and future goals and objec-
tives by a fully qualified financial advisor. Be-
fore you make any decision about whether to 
acquire a certain financial product, you should 
obtain and read the relevant product disclo-
sure statement.

Rate current 1 October 2025. An investment with RELI Capital is not a bank or term deposits, and investors risk losing some or all 
of their money. The rates of return are not guaranteed, and may be lower than expected. Generally there is no right of early 
withdrawal prior to maturity of the investment term and there is a risk that redemption at maturity may be delayed. Before deciding 
to invest consider RELI Capital’s Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determination by visiting relicapital.com.au or 
our office.

*

Scan For More

Over 45 Years of
Investments in Real Estate Loans

6.25
%
p.a.*

Variable interest rates starting from:

Fixed term investment with
no entry or exit fees.

  03 5662 2529      relicapital.com.au
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First Home 
Guarantee: 
By David Caporale,  
Chief Investment Officer of RELIcapital

Help or Hype?
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The wombats  
of San Remo
Dog owners walk their 
dogs in the leash-free area 
of San Remo Back Beach. 
Owners who do not have 
voice control of their dogs 
are unable (or don’t want) 
to prevent dog invasion of 
wombat burrows. Subse-
quently, the wombats are 
under continual stress try-
ing to survive in their en-
vironment. Stress renders 
wombats more susceptible 
to mange – a debilitating 
disease which leads to 
eventual death of the host 
animal if left untreated.

The volunteers of the 
Friends of San Remo 
Wombats regularly find 
and treat mange-affected 
wombats. The foreshore 
vegetation is off limits to 
dogs whether on leash or 
not. Despite recent tem-
porary signage, the small 
number of dog owners 
who refuse, or are unable 
to control their dogs, con-
tinue to flaunt the rules.

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil has an opportunity to 
show leadership in ac-
knowledging and man-
aging this situation. The 
work of Nature Parks on 
Phillip Island in caring 
for native wildlife, manag-
ing the environment and 
introducing threatened 
species to successfully 
survive, provides an ex-
emplar for wildlife pres-
ervation. Council has the 
means within its scope 
to initiate a management 
plan for these wombats, 
that reflects best practice 
in wildlife management.

There are existing vol-
unteer groups who would 
work with the shire to 
embellish existing vegeta-
tion and help create new 
wildlife corridors. Using 
existing expertise from 
Nature Parks, Parks Vic-
toria, DEECA, the Friends 
of San Remo Wombats, 
and with permission from 
the relevant Land Manag-
ers, the problem could be 
assessed and appropriate 
strategies formed and im-
plemented. The formation 
of a Working Group con-
sisting of representatives 
from these groups and 
other interested parties 
would indicate to the resi-
dents that this situation is 
being taken seriously.

The erection of large, 
permanent signs and 
regular patrols by shire 
officers of the area in con-
tention would show resi-
dents that the council can 
address this situation and 
enable an area for wildlife 
habitat and resident recre-
ational use.

Out of control off-leash 
dogs are no joy to anyone, 
except their recalcitrant 
owners. Does the council 
support these dog owners? 
It would seem so.

Madeleine Pitt, San 
Remo

Special charge  
figures questioned
In the September BCSC 
meeting when introducing 
the motion for the Special 
Charge Scheme (SCS) on 
The Esplanade from Sun-
derland Bay Road to Bat-
man Street, Cr Bell stated 
that “94 per cent of the 
street support this.”

This assertion runs 
contrary to council’s own 
published data. The fig-
ures supplied by BCSC 
Engage page state 53 per 
cent voted Yes, 12 per cent 
voted No, and 35 per cent 
failed to vote at all.

In reality this means 
that out of 17 homes, nine 
supported the SCS, two ob-
jected and six did not vote.

Hardly the almost 
unanimous 94 per cent 
support claimed by Cr 
Bell.

So why did Cr Bell 
make this inaccurate 
claim? Was she poorly 
prepared and quite simply 
ignorant of the genuine 
voting figures? Perhaps 
she was ill-advised.

Whatever the reason, 
it has to be questioned 
whether this representa-
tion of facts is acceptable. 
Is this an adequate and 
satisfactory degree of 
knowledge, understand-
ing and preparation being 
demonstrated by a coun-
cillor when moving a mo-
tion for a scheme which 
will cost ratepayers multi-
millions of dollars?

Or is it simply not good 
enough?

However, as the Say No 
group can sadly suggest 
through experience, this is 
consistent and commensu-
rate with the level of accu-
racy, openness and clarity 
that BCSC demonstrated 
from Day 1 and through-
out the entire failed Sun-
derland Bay/Surf Beach 
SCS saga.

Ross Bencraft, Surf 
Beach

Editor’s note: Under the 
rules of the special charge 
scheme, which are set 
out in legislation, for a 
scheme not to proceed, 
more than 50 per cent of 
property owners have to 
object. In the case of The 
Esplanade from Sunder-
land Bay Road to Batman 
Street, only 12 per cent of 
property owners objected. 
Even adding in the 35 per 
cent that did not vote, it 
still does not represent 
the required 50 per cent 
to stop the scheme. Which 
means the scheme can le-
gally proceed, regardless 
of whether Cr Bell quoted 
figures accurately or not.

Paving paradise?
Bass Coast Shire Coun-

cil would do well to re-
member Joni Mitchell and 
take a deep breath before 
seeking to pave paradise.

Recently the majority 

of folks in the Sunderland 
Bay and Surf Beach es-
tates voted no to council’s 
ratepayer funded road 
plans and it is particularly 
disappointing to see this 
now being reintroduced in 
a piecemeal fashion across 
our patch.

We made our views on 
roads and drains clear in 
the wider iteration of the 
council’s road and drain-
age project. This decision 
should be respected in-
stead of being ignored in 
favour of the current divi-
sive and non-transparent 
approach which is incon-
sistent with wholistic and 
best practise planning ap-
proaches.

The Surf Beach/Sun-
derland Bay estates have 
been inaccurately charac-
terised by council as an 
“urban” residential area. 
However, unlike standard 
urban residential areas, 
our region has very high 
natural and cultural val-
ues and a unique, precious 
and loved character and 
environment. 

Many of us value the 
non-urban/suburban feel 
of the area and want these 
values acknowledged and 
retained.

Also many in our com-
munity are currently ex-
periencing financial hard-
ship and elevated cost of 
living pressures and are 
having to modify lifestyle 
choices and expenditures.

Given this, it is particu-
larly disappointing coun-
cil continues to advance 
a project with significant 
economic consequences to 
affected property owners 
without genuine, open and 
inclusive consultation.

Along with directly im-
pacted properties there 
are further considerations 
for the wider commu-
nity around disruption, 
increased heavy vehicle 
traffic, access restrictions 
and dust and disturbance 
that would be associated 
with any future works.

There have been no 
public meetings or open 
events, opportunities for 
real engagement and rig-
orous questioning have 
been minimised and the 
clear sense is of a pre-de-
termined council decision 
being advanced through 
a highly curated and man-
aged process.

It is simply not cred-
ible to maintain that amid 
the range of competing 
infrastructure needs in 
the entire Bass Coast 
Shire Council region the 
most pressing is a special 
charge scheme for small, 
non-connected pieces of 
roadwork in a coastal en-
clave that has recently re-
jected such moves.

Time to pause, breath 
and review – not bulldoze 
on.

Dave Sweeney, Sunder-
land Bay

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit).  
Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

LETTERS TO  
THE EDITOR
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Get ahead of the game this spring selling season.  
Complete your FREE home appraisal  

for a chance to win! 

winning move.
Make the

CHANCE TO

WIN 
$10,000  

WINNING MOVE 
PACKAGE*

*T&Cs apply, see https://www.thewinningmove.com.au Must be 18+ & own property in AU (excl ACT res & ACT property owners). Ends: 11:59pm AEDT 31/10/25. Limit 1 
entry p/property w/appraisal & 1 bonus entry p/property listed for sale. Entries divided into 5 groups, depending on location of property: NSW, VIC/TAS, QLD, SA/NT & 
WA. All draws at L 3/162 Collins St, Melbourne VIC 3000 at 11am AEDT on 25/11/25. Prizes (1 p/group): 5x $2K Visa Gift Cards. Winners published at https://firstnational.

com.au/pages/real-estate/the-winning-move/ from 01/12/25. Permits: SA T25/1521.

Book your appraisal at thewinningmove.com.au

Book your  
FREE appraisal
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OPEN DAY

In a world of endless to-do lists, unfamil-
iar neighbours, and days that we rush 
through, the search for community feels 
more important than ever.

For some, connection means staying 
active through sport, a book club, or a 
shared hobby. For others, it’s about more 
me time, slowing down, finding time for 
yourself, or enjoying a chat over coffee 
with a close friend. No matter what it 
means to you, the essence of community 
living is choice and the freedom to live in 
a way that feels right just for you.

That’s the idea behind Lifestyle Com-
munities, neighbourhoods designed with 
people, connection, and wellbeing in 
mind. It’s about finding your way to live, 
without needing to fit a mould.

This October, Lifestyle Communities 

is inviting the public to experience the joy 
of community first-hand.

On Saturday October 18, from 10am 
–2pm, all 25 Lifestyle Communities 
across Victoria – including Lifestyle Phil-
lip Island – will open their doors for one 
day only.

You are welcome to explore the club-
house, our homes, meet homeowners, 
and experience what life could look like 
at Lifestyle Communities.

Because at the end of the day, it’s not 
just about where you live but about how 
you live, and who you share it with.

Don’t miss the free family open day at 
Lifestyle Phillip Island, 498 Settlement 
Road, Cowes. Saturday October 18 from 
10am – 2pm.

Learn more at www.lifestylecommu-
nities.com.au/all-lifestyle-open-day
/ Sponsored article /

Look into a Lifestyle
Come and explore the clubhouse, homes and other facilities at Lifestyle Phillip Island, Settlement Road, 
Cowes, during the statewide Lifestyle Communities Open Day on October 18, from 10am until 2pm.

Advertising Feature

YOUR PHILLIP ISLAND AND 
SAN REMO PROPERTY GUIDE



THE ADVERTISER  |   Wednesday, October 8, 20251 2

FUNDRAISER

The annual Growing Cam-
bodia Trivia Night fund-
raiser is on again this year 
at Berninneit, this  Satur-
day, October 11, from 6pm 
until 10.30pm.

This year the Growing 
Cambodia Silent Auction 
is also online.

A regular part of this 
annual trivia night fund-
raiser, the Silent Auction 
always includes a raft of 
fantastic items, donated by 
supporters.

This year, even if you 
aren’t able to attend the 
trivia night, you can still 
be part of the Silent Auc-
tion.

You can place a bid 
or ‘buy now’ through 
the following link: 
www.32auctions.com/or-
ganizations/132445/aucti-
ons/188008?r=1&t=all

It will take you to a GC 
Auctions page, where the 
items are displayed. If 
you click on an item, you 
can see more information 
about it.

The rules are simple:
• Each item has a starting 

bid and a buy now price.
• If you place a bid, you 

need to have the highest 
bid to get the item – this 
includes all bids, wheth-
er made online or on the 
night. The site will show 
you the highest online 
bid.

• If you pay the ‘buy now’ 
price, the item is yours 

and will not be subject 
to any further bids. You 
will be able to pay for it 
right away through the 
auction site and we will 
contact you to make ar-
rangements for collec-
tion.

The Growing Cambo-
dia Team has thanked all 
participants and auction 
item donors.

“We can’t fund our 
Cambodian programs 
without you.”

Growing Cambodia’s 
purpose is to offer rural 
Cambodians an oppor-
tunity to improve their 
quality of life through 
education and health and 
wellbeing support.

Over 900 students are 
attending free English les-
sons at the schools estab-
lished by Growing Cambo-
dia in four rural villages. 
Lessons are conducted by 
local Cambodian teachers 
with help from volunteers.

Growing Cambodia 
also provides scholarships 
for students to attend pub-
lic school if their families 
are unable to afford the 
mandatory uniforms to at-
tend.

If you would like to 
make a donation, Grow-
ing Cambodia’s bank de-
tails are BSB: 633 000 A/C: 
150 148 583, or donate at: 
www.growingcambodia.
org.au/donate/

Support Growing Cambodia online
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15% off Menu*

SENIORS
DISCOUNTS

The Westernport Hotel
161 Marine Parade, San Remo
Ph: (03) 5678 5205
www.thewesternport.com.au

Available Lunch and Dinner | 7 days a week

* Applies to full-priced menu items on presentation of a seniors card
when ordering.
Cannot be used in conjunction with other promotions or specials.
Not available on Public Holidays
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ART

Get ready for the Landcare Prize 2025 at 
the Kernot Community Hall.

Entries for this year’s award are now 
open and can be submitted online up un-
til October 31.

The community is invited to the Gala 
Champagne Opening on Friday Novem-
ber 14 at 7pm, where the winning artists 
will be announced.

The art show will be open to the pub-
lic on Saturday November 15 and Sunday 
November 16 from 10am to 4pm. A gold 
coin donation will get you in over the 
weekend.

This event supports the Bass Coast 
Landcare Network Public Fund, a non-
profit dedicated to conserving biodiver-
sity within Bass Coast. Expect an incred-
ible array of art from both experienced 
and emerging artists of all ages and de-

light in knowing your purchase will help 
the planet.

Entries are now open and close on 
October 31. Submit your entry online at 
www.trybooking.com/DEXCM. 

Opening night tickets are $20 and ex-
hibiting artists are free. Secure you tick-
ets at www.trybooking.com/DEXRN.

All subjects, mediums, and styles are 
welcome, including paintings, sculpture, 
and photography on any theme. For an 
entry form, email landcareartprize@
gmail.com

Artists of all ages and abilities are in-
vited to compete for a total prize pool of 
$2650.

For enquiries, call the coordinator Jan-
ice Orchard at 0419 301 363.

This incredible event is sponsored by 
Bass Coast Shire Council and the Ben-
digo Community Bank.
/ Sponsored article /

Calling all artists and collectors

Winner of the Best In Show at the Landcare Art Prize in 2024, Susan Hall receives her award from 
judge Herman Pekel. Entries to this year’s award are open until October 31.

THE PULSE

If you can’t attend the Growing Cambodia trivia night on October 
11, you can take part in the Silent Auction online.
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THE PULSE

COMMUNITY

Members of the Phillip Island 
VIEW Club are calling on the 
community to give generously 
this Anti-Poverty Week, Octo-
ber 12-18 and sponsor a child or 
donate to the national children’s 
education charity The Smith 
Family.

The focus of this Anti-Pover-
ty Week is to end child poverty 
in Australia.

Phillip Island VIEW Club 
helps eight children through 
The Smith Family’s Learning for 
Life education support program, 
which provides families with 
long term educational, financial, 
and personal assistance so that 
children have all the essentials 
needed to make the most of their 
education.

The President of Phillip Is-

land VIEW Club, Selby, said 
with one in six children in Aus-
tralia growing up in poverty, 
there has never been a more im-
portant time to support a child 
with their education.

“Families are having to make 
impossible choices about how 
to spend limited resources, this 
could be prioritising rent over 
sending their child on a school 
excursion, being able to afford 
schoolbooks or essential digital 
learning tools,” said Selby.

“A laptop and reliable internet 
access at home are now vital for 
any child’s education.

“No child should have to miss 
out on the essentials for their ed-
ucation, and this is why VIEW is 
so passionate about supporting 
the work of The Smith Family.

“Its evidence-based approach 
helps children experiencing dis-

advantage to overcome the edu-
cational inequality they face. 
They support students for the 
duration of their education, and 
this helps them build the confi-
dence and skills needed to create 
better futures for themselves.”

VIEW Clubs raised more 
than $1.5 million nationally last 
year to support The Smith Fam-
ily’s important work, and they 
currently sponsor over 1800 stu-
dents on the Learning for Life 
scholarship program. 

VIEW Clubs in 2025 also 
raised over $182,000 for The 
Smith Family’s Digital Learning 
Essentials program, that aims to 
close the digital divide and al-
low students to fully participate 
in their schooling.

While fundraising plays a vital 
role in helping children in need, 
Selby is also encouraging women 

of all ages to donate their time and 
skills by joining a VIEW Club.

Each year, VIEW members 
collectively volunteer over 
70,000 hours of their time to help 
young people through home-
work, reading and mentoring 
programs run by the charity – 
but there’s still a need for more 
helping hands.

“Our VIEW members have a 
unique opportunity to provide 
hands-on support to children 
experiencing disadvantage, 
while also forming meaningful 

and lasting community relation-
ships,” Selby said.

Recently, local members have 
been participating in fundraising 
activities and special events, in-
cluding a Mystery Box or Parcel 
Auction, hosted by Phillip Island 
VIEW Club, on September 22.

To find out more about join-
ing VIEW, visit view.org.au or 
call 1800 805 366.

To sponsor a child or do-
nate to The Smith Family, visit  
thesmithfamily.com.au or call 
1800 633 622.

FUNDRAISER

The Lions Club of Phillip Island 
is having a fundraising bar-
beque for the Kids With Cancer 
initiative sponsored by Lions 
nationally.

The barbeque will be outside 
Mitre 10 in Cowes from 8am – 

1pm on Friday October 17 of 
the MotoGP weekend.

Come along and support this 
worthwhile cause and meet 
some of our members. If anyone 
is considering joining the Lions 
Club, please speak to one of the 
local members at the barbeque. 
They’d love to talk with you.

Kids with Cancer barbeque
The Lions Club of Phillip Island is having a fundraising barbeque for Kids 
With Cancer outside Mitre 10 in Cowes from 8am – 1pm on Friday October 17.

VIEW club tackles poverty

Lorraine, Auctioneer for a Mystery 
Box and Parcel Auction raising $752 
to support Phillip Island VIEW Club’s 
Learning for Life Scholarships. A huge 

Marilyn, Learning for Life Coordinator, 
was thrilled with her gift card Mystery 
Box at the VIEW fundraiser.

Rosalie’s Mystery Box at the recent 
VIEW fundraiser contained some lovely 
household items.
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10% OFF all Senior Meals*

Available lunch & dinner, Monday – Thursday, all OctoberAvailable lunch & dinner, Monday – Thursday, all October

*Terms & Conditions apply
MYRSL Members only

Seniors Card must be shown

Celebrate, dine & save this October!

  

PIRSL.COM.AU

/PHILLIPISLANDRSL

225-243 THOMPSON AVE COWES VIC
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 1–31 October

www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/festival

For Bass Coast events scan the QR code or visit 
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/victorianseniorsfestival
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Our Social Support Group is the 
perfect way to make new friends 
and enjoy enriching experiences, 
including: 
• lunches 
• local activities, such as 

galleries and indoor sports
• scenic walks
• cultural events
• a monthly Big Day Out further 

afield.

Social Support Group office, 5671 9225
Wonthaggi Hospital, 5671 3333

For more details, phone 5671 9225 or 
basscoasthealth.org.au/social-
support-groups 

Join our Social Support Group
Explore, connect and engage!  Explore, connect and engage!      

JD
05968A

A

Members of the Bass Coast Health Social Support Group enjoy an outing to the Phillip Island Circuit’s 
History of Motorsport Display. From left, Don Riegel, Allison Braden from BCH, Richard Casbolt and 
David Rankine.

If you’re feeling isolated, you’re invited 
to join the Bass Coast Health Social Sup-
port Group.

The group brings people together for 
activities, outings and social events to help 
combat the negative impacts of loneliness.

BCH Interim CEO Simone Alexander 
said the group is ideal for people who 
do not have the support of family and 
friends, especially nearby.

“Through our Social Support Group, 
people get to meet new friends, often with 
similar backgrounds and interests, all 
while enjoying the excitement of new expe-
riences and visiting new places,” she said.

Regular outings include trips to art-
ists’ studios and galleries, eateries, walks 
and cultural discoveries, plus a monthly 
Big Day Out to locations further afield. 
Recent excursions have been to McClel-

land Sculpture Park at Langwarrin, an 
aviation museum at Moorabbin and a 
Christmas in July lunch at Sassafras.

Other activities include arts and crafts 
and indoor sports in local venues. There 
is also a group especially for men. Activi-
ties are based on the interests of group 
attendees.

Social Support Group is funded under 
the Commonwealth Home Support Pro-
gram (CHSP). To be eligible you must be 
aged 65 years or older (50 years or older 
for Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
people).

Staff support group members and 
transport is available to and from your 
home across Bass Coast.

To join or just enquire, phone Bass 
Coast Health on 03 5671 9225 or visit bass-
coasthealth.org.au/social-support-groups

SENIORS FESTIVAL  2025
Advertising Feature
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Social adventures for seniors 
with Bass Coast Health

SENIORS FESTIVAL  2025
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Try Your Hand at Bridge!
Beginners Welcome

Contact Caroline 0418 369 557

Wednesday 22  Octobernd

12 pm to 2.30 pm
At 23 Cleeland St, Newhaven
Afternoon Tea Included
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The Victorian Seniors 
Festival returns to Bass 
Coast this month.

Bass Coast Shire 
Council is proud to be 
hosting and working with 
local community groups 
to hold events across the 
region – there’s some-
thing for everyone!

With the theme Con-
nect, Create, Celebrate, 
it’s a fitting invitation for 
older Victorians to re-
connect with hobbies, ex-
plore new interests, and 
come together with oth-
ers to share joy.

From social competi-
tions at sporting clubs 
including tennis, pick-
leball and tai chi) and 
card games to band and 
vocal performances, art 
and craft events, history 
tours and lunches, there 
will be something to suit 
all tastes and interests in 
this year’s festival.

A highlight of this 
year’s festival is the free 
art workshops in Coronet 
Bay.

Council has partnered 
there with Luminous 
Galleries to provide free 

workshops followed by 
a stunning exhibition on 
the foreshore.

These workshops are 
all about trying some-
thing new – no experi-
ence required, just curi-
osity and a willingness to 
get creative. Each session 
is capped at 20 people, so 
bookings are essential.

The workshops kicked 
off with a Garden Ply-
wood Workshop on Octo-
ber 5, followed by:

Saturday, 11 October 
– Fluid Art and Murals 
Workshop: Explore the 
magic of bold paint, co-
lour movement and cre-
ative play with unexpect-
ed tools like hairdryers.

Saturday, 18 October 
– Aluminium Art Work-
shop: Learn how to create 
textured, shimmering me-
tallic artworks using glue, 
foil and imagination.

The program culmi-
nates in an exhibition 
showcasing the creativ-
ity on the Coronet Bay 
Foreshore from October 
26 – November 30, with 
an opening celebration 
on Sunday November 2 

at 4pm. Everyone is wel-
come to come and cel-
ebrate the artists.

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr 
Rochelle Halstead, said 
the festival is all about 
community connection 
and celebration.

“We’re so proud to 
support the many local 
groups who have organ-
ised events or applied for 
festival grants this year. 
These groups are opening 
their doors to welcome 
you, so don’t be shy! Lean 
into the spirit of the festi-
val and Connect, Create 
and Celebrate!”

As an added bonus, 
Victorian Seniors Card 
holders can enjoy free 
public transport from 
Sunday October 5 to Sun-
day October 12 to par-
ticipate in the Statewide 
events.

To view the full Bass 
Coast Seniors Festival 
program, book tickets 
to the Luminous Gallery 
workshops, or learn more 
about Healthy Ageing in 
Bass Coast, visit bass-
coast.vic.gov.au/healthy-
ageing

Connect, create and celebrate

Bass Coast Shire Council is proud to be hosting and working with local community groups to hold 
events across the region.

A sold out performance by the Victorian State Concert Orchestra is one of the many live events hap-
pening this month, as part of the Seniors Festival.
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Dignity Matters 
Support Service

Dignity Matters Support Service
 is a small, personalised service offering 

supports to older people and people with 
a disability living within our communities. 

We are passionate about quality care, 
respecting confidentiality and the life you 

choose to live without judgement.
Live independently 

with confidence & support

For friendly advice 
and information

0488 706 834
support@dignitymatterssupport.com.au

www.dignitymatterssupport.com.au
Find us on:

Our Mission
To lead by example and provide an 
exceptional home support service 
that reflects our commitment to 

dignity, client choice and 
community connections.
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Celebrate the Victorian Seniors 
Festival at your local Myli li-
brary with free creative work-
shops, device advice, and spe-
cial guest talks.

This annual state-wide cel-
ebration runs from October 1 to 
31 and our libraries are proud to 
be part of it.

Join the Phillip Island Li-
brary team for creative events 
such as  Create a Garden Jour-
nal on Monday October 20 from 
2pm – 3.30pm. Or head on over 
to the Wonthaggi Library for 
their Crafty Cinema event on 
Thursday October 30 at 2pm. 

We are also welcoming a 
number of special guests to the 
Phillip Island Library. On Fri-
day October 24 at 2pm, come 
and hear author Christine 
Dineen for her French Island 
Talk. Christine will discuss her 
French Island visitors guide, as 
well as history and interesting 
stories about the island.

At Wonthaggi Library, the 

ever-popular Living at Home 
for Longer seminars return 
in partnership with Latrobe 
Community Health Service. 
This free information session 
on Thursday October 23 helps 
adults aged 65+ maintain in-
dependence at home by learn-
ing how to access government-
funded programs and subsidies 
for in-home care and support 
services.

Take full advantage of the 
Myli eResources with Phillip 
Island Library’s ‘Learn to use 
eBooks and audiobooks’ event 
on Tuesday October 14 at 2pm. 
Bring your device, library card 
number and password to get set 
up with BorrowBox in this wel-
coming group session. If you 
can’t attend, remember that help 
is always available through our 
ongoing Tech Talks program. 
These sessions are designed 
to boost your confidence with 
computers and mobile technol-
ogy, covering everything from 

using email and social media to 
exploring our eResources.

All sessions are free and 
open to everyone in the commu-

nity. To browse all upcoming 
Seniors Festival events, visit 
myli.au/vsf25

For more information about 

Myli, contact our Support Team 
on 1800 44 6954, available Mon-
day to Friday between 9am and 
5pm.

All seniors, not just those who 
are RSL members, can enjoy 
10 per cent off seniors meals at 
the RSL throughout October.

Everyone is welcome to 
come and enjoy a delicious 
meal in modern comfortable 
and friendly surroundings.

The seniors menu has en-

trees, mains and desserts, in-
cluding soup, seafood, chick-
en, vegetarian options and 
roast or curry of the day.

Get some friends together 
and book a table soon, and 
come celebrate the Seniors 
Festival at the Phillip Island 
RSL.

Eat out this month

Celebrate Victorian Seniors Festival with Myli
SENIORS FESTIVAL  2025

Advertising Feature
CONNECT 
CREATE

CELEBRATE

This month, as part of Victorian Seniors Festival, your local Myli library is offering free creative workshops, tech advice 
and special guest talks.
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BOOK NOW  
at penguins.org.au

GUIDED KOALA TOUR 
Get up close at the  
Koala Conservation Reserve!

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U
H E L LO @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8 -10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:

8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910 
to make an appointment!

Locally owned and operated by 
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 

Member of Funerals Australia

0448 602 005
www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

M E D I C A L

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

OPEN
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 
(extended opening hours coming soon!)

11:30am-5:30pm

www.phillipislandwinery.com.au   
(03) 8595 2155

hello@phillipislandwinery.com.au   
@hello@phillipislandwinery.com   

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au   |   03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS 
ON THE ISLAND” 

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! 

ORDERS 5907 6796
RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

C A F É S  &  R E S T A U R A N T S

ARCADE, 22 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
Phone 0412 566 055

CATERING  
FOR ALL  

OCCASIONS
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A C C O M M O D A T I O N

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night

including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

RANFURLIE BED 
& BREAKFAST

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
www.pisra.com.au

FURNITURE OUTLET
YOUR FURNITURE SHOP

Phone Ron 0419 335 985
sales@furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

153 Thompson Ave., Cowes (near Ampol Servo)
www.furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

• Beds   • Mattresses
• Sofas   • Lounges

• Dining   • Tables   • Chairs
• Office   • TV   • Outdoor

JD
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COWESBOAT 
CARAVANRVSTORAGE

Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  5952 2799

24 hr Video Surveillance

COWES 
SELF 

STORAGE

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

R E T A I L

S T O R A G E

Melaleuca Aged Care  
Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES 

(off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday
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Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

A T T R A C T I O N S

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Cruise the Island
WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU

Daily Boat Tours
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Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669 
thecentrecowes 

@hotmail.com

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry 
Self-Service 
NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes , 
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF 
with the CODE: LOCAL15

across Phillip Island and Western Port on  
89.1FM

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY STATION  
– GREAT MUSIC AND EVERYTHING LOCAL
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S E R V I C E S

San Remo | 5952 5379
info@printitfast.com.au
www.printitfast.com.au

Shop Local
Support Local
PRINT LOCAL

Phone, PC & 
Electronic Repairs

0490 424 415

www.itrepairs.net.au

admin@itrepairs.net.au
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Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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H A I R  &  B E A U T Y

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

For all your refi nancing or home loan 
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.

Gabriel Caffi eri – Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffi eri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

72 Chapel Street Cowes. 
0482 936 843
Walk Ins only

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

Stockdale & Leggo

45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922
P 03 8583 4701
E phillipisland@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

Phillip Island I San Remo

3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo VIC 3925
P 03 8583 4701
E sanremo@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/sanremo

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes 
5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM. AU  5952 3922

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALE S APPRAISAL  
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL .

Shopping

Dining

Local Services

A� ractions

Beaches

Walks Submit a listing here

Your one-stop 
guide to 
Phillip Island, 
San Remo and 
surrounds.

PHILLIP ISLAND 
DIRECTORY
Covering Phillip Island, San Remo and surrounds

JD05872AA

The business most trusted by the
international motor sport teams, property

owners & guests for 30 years!

Est. 1995
ACCOMMODATION MANAGEMENT EXPERTS.

Phillip island, San Remo & the Bass Coast region.

03 5678 5885
basscoastholidays@phillipisland.com.au
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DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

LANDSCAPING & RENOVATIONS

PAINTER/DECORATOR

SHANE FENECH
Painting & Decorating
Quality Tradesman
New homes . Renovations. Re-paints
Free Quotes

0419 523 299

BLINDS & CARPET

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

A F A B U L O U S F L O O R I N G E X P E R I E N C E

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

To advertise your trade business, 
contact Jane on 5952 3201 
or email ads@pisra.com.au

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

CONCRETER
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Luke Hinrichs
Phill ip Island & surrounding areas since 1999

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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EARTHMOVING
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0418 372 399
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

AIR CONDITIONING

JD
00

51
4A

A

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

 coastal_refrig_and_aircon
AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

DECK RESTORATION

JD
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Enjoy your outdoor space
for years to come with DeckSeal!

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au     

www.deckseal.com.au

DECK SANDING, CLEANING, OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

HANDYMAN
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SJC HOME MAINTENANCE
Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small

Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495
www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

CARPENTER

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs

Window Replacement   |   Decks
John 0447 975 626

C A R P E N T RY
Est 1982
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ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST  
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS 
MARK: 0418 105 262

JD
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EARTHMOVING

Free quote / consultation
Experienced local business
Innovative solutions
Quality workmanship
Transparent communication
Full compliance / insurance
Tight access specialists

EARTHWORKSMKMMMMKMKMKMMMKMMKKEKEKKKKMKMKMKKKMKMKMMK

em: mkearthworks@gmail.com
ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Excavations
Demolitions
Drive/Pathways
Retaining walls
Spoil removal

* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *

JO
02
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HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL 

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies. 
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi

(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

GARAGE DOORS

CONCRETER
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88
0A

A

Matt Burgess 0405 533 456

EARTHMOVING

• SITE CUTS    • SITE CLEANS

• DEMOLITION    • LANDSCAPING

• RETAINING WALLS

O400 633 030

EVERYTHING
EARTHWORKS

BUILDER

JD
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HANDYMAN
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HANDYMAN
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SOC… HOME SERVICES
Home Maintenance  
& Handyman Services
With over 30 years’ experience  
in the building industry
NDIS certified  –  Island Based

Call Peter 0434 649 877

CARPET CLEANING

SPECIALISING IN
3 Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
3 Water Damage Restoration
3 Emergency Flood Restoration
3 Vinyl Floor Strip & Seal
3 Tile & Grout Cleaning 
3 Leather Cleaning
3 Fabric Protection

Houses, Rental exit carpet clean, Offices,      
Schools/Kindergartens, Aged Care, 
High-rise Apartments.

For Quality Carpet Care!

Phone: 0409 010 106
sterlingcc@bigpond.com.au
Working with Children Check
Police Checked
Fully Insured

Sterling  
Carpet Care
0409 010 106
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Established 2004
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LANDSCAPING & RENOVATIONS

PAINTER/DECORATOR

SHANE FENECH
Painting & Decorating
Quality Tradesman
New homes . Renovations. Re-paints
Free Quotes

0419 523 299

PLUMBING

LK
00
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A

RELIABLE PLUMBERRELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLUMBING
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00

01
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell – 0438 520 546
daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

SOLAR

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

JO
01

39
9A

A

MARINE MECHANIC
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www.topwatermarine.com.au   |   info@topwatermarine.com.au 
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

• Authorised Suzuki Marine dealership and service center
• Sales and service of new Suzuki outboard motors

• Suzuki genuine spare parts
• Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs

• Accessory Installations and electrical work
• Trailer servicing and modifications

• Anchor winches    • Boat detailing    • Insurance work

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching 
or just not sliding properly?

Now Servicing Phillip Island 

>  Timber & Aluminium 
Sliding Doors

>  Bi Fold Doors 
>  Cavity Doors 
>  Wardrobe Doors

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

>  Security Doors
>  Track & Roller 

Replacements 
>  Screen Replacements 
>  New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Ph 0438 538 244
info@asdrm.com.au

www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

RESTUMPING

RESTUMPING & 
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,  
House Raising & Repacking,  

all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788
Licence DBL24625

ROOFING
JD

05
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• Metal Wall Cladding • Domestic & Commercial
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes • Aluminium Gutter Guard
30 Years Experience

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
ME TAL ROOFINGME TAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

To advertise your trade business, 
contact Jane on 5952 3201 
or email ads@pisra.com.au

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

To advertise your trade business, 
contact Jane on 5952 3201 
or email ads@pisra.com.au

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

LAWN MOWING

LK
00

02
0A

A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL 

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies. 
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi

(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

GARAGE DOORS LANDSCAPING

Landscaping & Concreting

Retaining Walls
Paving

Small Brick Repairs
Concreting

Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew  
0408 822 263
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STORAGE

LK
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TREE CARE

Qualified Arborist with 
15 years experience and 
committed to maintain the 
health, safety and beauty 
of your trees ensuring they 
thrive and enhance your 
home. Servicing Phillip 
Island and surrounds. 

0484 776 399

Specialising in Pruning &  
Hazardous Tree Removals

 Habitat Trees
 Cable Bracing
 Qualified Arborist
 Mulch & Firewood Sales

 Storm Damage
 Stump Grinding
 Fully Insured

JD04860AA

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TREE SERVICES
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WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

Ph: 5672 2056

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

HANDYMAN
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HANDYMAN
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SOC… HOME SERVICES
Home Maintenance  
& Handyman Services
With over 30 years’ experience  
in the building industry
NDIS certified  –  Island Based

Call Peter 0434 649 877

PAINTER

• 30+ years experience 

• fully quali� ed and insured 

• all aspects of painting 

• special e� ects 

DECORATORS
PTY LTD

email: ditdecorators@gmail.com

Painting Specialists

Daniel 0419 008 537
� omas 0411 175 771
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CLASSIFIEDS  
SEEK, BUY AND SELL

No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, 

YES

MELKSHAM, Gloria: 
16.7.1934 – 3.10.2025  

Beloved wife of Mervyn, 
dearest mother of 

Elaine, Andrew and 
Michael. 

Treasured Grandmother 
of Eleanor and Juliet.  

Honored mother-in-law 
of Mark.  

Rest in peace as you live 
on in our hearts. 

Privately Cremated

ROBERTS,  
Valma Elizabeth: 

Aged 96. Long-time 
resident of San Remo 

and Cowes. 
Devoted wife to 

Merton (dec), loving 
mother to Gayle, Neil 

(dec) and Michael, 
adoring grandmother 

to Nath, besotted great 
grandmother to  
Lola and Ginger  

and deeply loved in-law 
to Barbara,  

Eliza and Belinda. 
Val was a sweet, kind 
and loving wife and 

mother, and generous 
friend to all who  

knew her. 
She loved her family,  

her friends, her cats and 
her gardens:  

she really was special 
at raising and nurturing 
things, and having them 
flourish under her care. 

Our worlds are all a  
little less bright today.  

Go gently.  
Privately Cremated

Inquiries: Monica
0412 710 276

The next market  
is on Sat, Oct 11

9am-2pm

ISLANDISLAND
CRAFTCRAFT

MARKETMARKET

ISLANDISLAND
CRAFTCRAFT

MARKETMARKET
Thompson Ave., Cowes

JD
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79
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The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser

is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,

you may approach the
newspaper itself  

or contact the  
Council by email

info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone 

(02) 8261 1930. 
For further

information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

DEATHS PUBLIC NOTICES

BRASS SPECIALIST
WOODWIND SPECIALIST
Part-Time (0.4FTE). Fixed term 2026 with the 
possibility of ongoing.
These roles will guide the development of Brass and 
Woodwind in Middle School, Instrumental Tuition Program 
and Co-Curricular Music programs. For more information 
and details on requirements, duties and responsibilities, 
visit our website or contact Director of Music, Matthew Goss 
via email: matthew.goss@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Newhaven College is an independent  
co-educational school on Phillip Island 
offering quality education for students 
from Prep to Year 12

Newhaven College is seeking applications to join 
our collaborative team in the following roles:

Commencement 23 January 2026 for the 
academic year. Applications to be submitted to: 
recruitment@newhavencol.vic.edu.au
Applications close Friday 24 October, 
12pm
Newhaven College is a child safe environment. Every child has a right 
to be safe, and at the College we have a zero tolerance for child safety 
risks (including child abuse and reportable conduct).  As such, preferred 
applicants will be subject to child protection screening, background and 
reference checks, verification of identity checks and must adhere to the 
College’s child safe practices, as outlined in the Child Protection Program 
policies available on the College website.

JD
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Notice is hereby given that the 
PIMHAG Annual General Meeting
will be held on October 30th, 2025  

at 5pm
in the ANZAC Room
at Phillip Island RSL.

All Welcome.

The business of the Annual General 
Meeting shall be conducted from 

5.00pm until 5.30pm.

Our Guest speaker from our new  
PI Community Hospital will detail  
the services to be available and  

discuss the Community Open Day to  
be held on Saturday December 13th. 
Questions from the floor welcome.

Join us for dinner at the RSL  
after the meeting.

JO
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PROPOSAL TO INSTALL A 4G/5G 
MOBILE PHONE BASE STATION 
AT RHYYLL VIC 3923

1. As part of the Round 2 of the Victorian Governments
Connecting Victoria Program, Amplitel (part of the Telstra
Group) is proposing  to install a new 4G/5G base station at 
1700 Phillip Island Road, Rhyll VIC 3923. The proposed
facility will comprise:

• The construction of a new 25m Monopole 
• The attachment to the top of the Monopole of a triangular 

headframe accommodating Telstra 4G and 5G panel antennas
• The total structure height will be 26.3m.
• The installation of a Telstra Equipment Shelter at ground level 
• Ancillary items including chain fencing, feeders, adaptors, cable 

tray and a GPS antenna.
• The monopole and antennas will be coloured pale eucalypt. 

2. Amplitel has received a Planning Permit from the Bass Coast Shire 
Council for the Proposed Facility. Further information can be found 
at www.rfnsa.com.au/3923006

3. Telstra welcomes your comments on the proposal. If you would
like to comment, please send your feedback by contacting us by
letter, email or by calling the contact number outlined below no
later than 5PM Friday 31 October 2025. Emily Wardlaw,
consultation@acquirecomm.com.au, 0422 685 472, PO Box 586 
Elsternwick Vic 3185.

Amplitel Pty Ltd  A.C.N: 648 133 073
Acquirecomm Pty Ltd A.C.N: 603 876 240

Telstra Pty Ltd A.C.N: 086 174 781
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PLEASE NOTE THAT I,  
DALE BURGDORF

am no longer part of Waterfront Computers.
I am now a Sole Trader as a 

Specialist Computer Technician.
Home, Business & Medical PCs.

36 years experience with Windows, Mac & Linux Systems.
Hardware & Operating System Repairs & Upgrades.

P: 0466 660 021    E: xtek59@gmail.com
130 Silverleaves Avenue, Silverleaves

Available 9.30 am - 3.00pm weekdays by appointment 

JD
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SITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
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COMMUNITY

The Victorian Government has again 
quashed Opposition concerns about 
promised funding for the National Viet-
nam Veterans Museum.

Meanwhile, later this month, the muse-
um board will again travel to Canberra to 
speak to politicians about grant funding.

At the end of September, Nationals’ 
Member for Eastern Victoria, Melina 
Bath, and Federal Member for Gippsland, 
Darren Chester, visited the museum to 
discuss funding with the museum board.

Ms Bath last week said following the 
visit she had written to the government 
seeking clarification on its 2022 commit-
ment of $10 million for the redevelopment 
of the museum.

“It’s concerning that the promised $10 
million funding commitment remains un-
resolved and absent from the state budget 
– certainty is needed to secure the future 
of this important facility,” Ms Bath said.

However, MP for Bass Jordan Crug-
nale said funding commitments hadn’t 
changed.

“We are investing $10 million in the 
National Vietnam Veterans Museum 
project on Philip Island,” Ms Crugnale 
said.

“We regularly engage with the mu-
seum board. Once the board and proj-
ect partners confirm they are ready to 
start construction, funds will be released 
through a standard departmental fund-
ing agreement. Funds announced in pre-
vious years are not usually re-published 
in subsequent state budgets.”

Ms Crugnale said the State Govern-
ment had already given $750,000 to the 
museum since 2006.

“Funding will support the museum 
to modernise their exhibitions, increase 
visitor capacity and improve public un-
derstanding of the Vietnam War and its 
impacts.

“The museum board is currently con-
sidering several design and construction 
options.”

Museum board members last week 
had an online meeting with representa-
tives of Victorian veterans’ minister Nat-
alie Suleyman, who also again confirmed 
the $10 million funding.

Last year the Nationals raised the 
same concern, after which Ms Crugnale 
confirmed the funding remained intact.

As reported earlier this year, the muse-
um has had a cost blowout to $80 million, 
with an initial price tag of $37 million.

Plans
In August two board members visited the 
USA to seek funds at the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America annual convention in 
New Orleans, where they networked in 
the veteran movement.

Last year the Victorian Planning Min-
ister approved the new museum.

It was initially approved by Bass Coast 
Shire councillors in 2022, but after two 
objectors fought it at VCAT, the permit 
was refused in 2023.

The ministerially approved permit 
resurrected the museum at 24 Churchill 
Road, which is similar to the original per-
mit and incorporated several tweaks that 
take on VCAT’s concerns.

Council planners have endorsed build-
ing plans, which means the museum can 
now progress to stage one. Construction 
for the road from the Cape Woolamai 
roundabout was also recently put out to 
tender, which is the first step in develop-
ment, with construction of the roughly 50 
metre road set to start soon.

It is expected to take up to three years 
for the completion of stage one construc-
tion.

Once the new building is open, the 
current site will transition into offices, a 
conservation centre and storage for the 
Churchill Road collection.

Vietnam vets’ museum funding secure
NEWS
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GOLF

Tuesday, September 30
Men’s 18H Comp Stableford
Overall winner: Collin Morris 
(24) 41.

A Grade winner: A-1 Paul 
Ledwith (14) 38 c/b.

A-2 winner: Ian Smith (11) 38.
B Grade winner: B-1 Mario 

Amato (16) 39.
B-2 winner: Robert Dean (19) 

38 c/b.
C Grade winner: C-1 Collin 

Morris (24) 41.
C-2 winner: Ugo Mascitelli 

(25) 37 c/b.
BDL to 36 c/b.
NTP: 5th Ian Smith, 7th Gar-

ry Skelton, 10th Brett Pascoe 
and 17th Peter Gray.

Great shot: Anthony Shannon 
Eagle Hole 8.

Men’s 9H Stableford
Overall winner: Robert Leak 
(33) 21 pts from Brian Carvell 
(30) 18 pts c/b.

BDL to 18 pts c/b.

Wednesday, October 6
Finals of Ladies Match play
A Grade: Lesley Meadowcroft 
def Ada Anglin (3 and 1).

B Grade: Rhonda Boyd def Jo 
Disher (19th Hole).

C Grade: Marilyn Jamieson 
def Trish Jamieson (19th Hole).

D Grade: Joan Nicholson def 
Sara Gordon (20th hole).
Ladies Stableford
Overall winner: Stacey Meder 
41 points.

Runner up Jennifer Fitzger-
ald 39 points.

BDL 33 points.
NTP: 7th Stacey Meder, 10th 

Jeanette Diss and 17th Lesley 
Meadowcroft.
Women’s 9H Stableford
Winners: Marg Frith, Helen Pir-
ouet, Roz Wells, Gill Scrace with 
17 points each.

Thursday, October 2
Open 18H Stableford
Overall winner: Warren Hahnel 
(17) 36 pts c/b.

A Grade winner: A-1 Alf Mi-
callef (13) 34 pts c/b.

A-2 winner: Tony Gay (13) 34 
pts.

B Grade winner: B-1 Warren 
Hahnel (17) 36 pts c/b.

B-2 winner: Fred Panozzo 
(15) 36 pts c/b.

C Grade winner: C-1 Phil 
Nicholson (25) 36 pts.

C-2 winner: Don Stewart-
Udon (30) 34 pts.

BDL to 32 pts c/b.
NTP: 5th Tim Duff, 7th and 

17th Alf Micallef, 10th Alan 
Airey.
Men’s 9H Stableford
Overall winner: Graham Rob-

inson (11) 16 pts from Basil Mo-
loney (7) 15 pts.

Friday, October 3
Women’s 18H Comp Mary  
Broadbent Bowl Stableford
Overall winners: Sarah Gordon, 
Jeanette Diss and Jo Disher with 
98 points.

A Grade winner: Helen Cogh-
lan (16) 36 pts.

B Grade winner: Jillian Chan-
dler (33) 36 pts.

C Grade winner: Sarah Gor-
don (42) 40 pts.

BDL to 32 pts c/b.

Saturday, October 4
Men’s 18H Comp Stroke  
Monthly Medal 18H
Overall winner: James Bain (10) 
64 nett.

A Grade winner: A-1 James 
Bain (10) 64 nett.

A-2 winner: Paul Russo (10) 
70 nett c/b.

B Grade winner: B-1 Jett 
Dodge (18) 66 nett.

B-2 winner: Heath Grace (13) 

69 nett c/b.
C Grade winner: C-1 Carl 

Russo (27) 70 nett.
C-2 winner: Stewart Craw-

ford (22) 71 nett.
BDL to 74 c/b.
NTP: 5th Brent Scott, 7th 

Gregory Stewart, 10th Gino 
Manfredi and 17th Mark Jamie-
son.
Women’s 18H Comp Stableford
Overall winner: Joanne Disher 
(23) 41 pts from Vicki Ramage 
(18) 39 pts.

BDL to 34 pts c/b.
NTP: 7th Vicki Ramage and 

18th Karen Green.
Open 9H Comp
Overall winner: Basil Moloney 
(14) 15 c/b from Harold Jackson 
(36) 15 pts.

BDL to 14 pts c/b.

Sunday, October 5
Open 18H Comp Stableford
Overall winner: Hugo Thomp-
son (18) 38 pts from Andrew 
Walton (16) 34 pts c/b.

BDL: to 32 pts c/b.

SOCCER

On Friday, September 12 the 
Gippsland Soccer League held 
their annual Senior Presenta-
tion Night at The Wonthaggi 
Club Clubhouse.

Representatives from all nine 
clubs as well as the GSL life mem-
bers, FV referees and the GSL 

Board and staff were there with 
over 130 attendees who celebrated 
the 2025 season. Congratulations 
to the Phillip Island Soccer club 
for the following awards:
2025 League Champions: Un-
der 12A Mixed, Under 12 Girls, 
Men’s Reserves, Senior Wom-
en’s, Senior Men’s.
2025 Golden Boot (Leading Goal 

Scorer): Men’s Reserves – Angus 
Reed. Senior Women’s – Kelly 
Wall.
2025 Best and Fairest: Senior 
Men’s – Joris Kerstens.
2025 Runners up Best and Fair-
est: Senior Women’s – Annie 
Dempsey and Angus Reed came 
third in the Reserves League 
Best and Fairest.

On the green

Gippsland Soccer League  
senior presentation night

Phillip Island Soccer club awards: Daren Dempsey Senior Men League Champions Coach, Joss Geron-
imo U12 Girls League Champions Coach, Benita Russell Senior Women League Champions Coach, 
Callum Golightly reserves League Champions Coach, Liam Jury U12 A League Champions Coach along 
with Gareth Kennedy President of the club.

Women’s soccer team photo with league champions award and the flag for winning the grand final 
cup in 2025. Kellie Cox, Kelly Wall, Pauleen Boulton, Benita Russell, Yarlini Baum, Luka Alford, Helen 
Masters, Annie Dempsey, Michaela Marr, Tine Hicks and Andrea Blair-Dempsey.

Kelly Wall winner of the Senior Women’s Golden Boot with 38 goals.

Joris Kerstens was awarded the Se-
nior Men League Best and Fairest.

Angus Reed (Reserves) and Kelly Wall (Se-
nior Women) Golden Boot award winners.

Reserves soccer players with their league champion trophy. Angus Reed, Harvey Jacobs, Nathaniel Cassells, Jacob 
Gwynne, Callum Golightly, Andrew Dean and Jay Sunderland.
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14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

PHILLIP 
 ISLAND
  MARINETIDE 

GUIDE

Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/

© Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 2025, Bureau of Meteorology (ABN 92 637 533 532)

WED 8 OCT

HIGH 1:52 am
2.74 m

LOW 7:35 am
0.96 m

HIGH 2:07 pm
2.66 m

LOW 8:00 pm
0.62 m

THU 9 OCT

HIGH 2:56 am
2.98 m

LOW 8:37 am
0.91 m

HIGH 2:58 pm
2.74 m

LOW 8:51 pm
0.39 m

FRI 10 OCT

HIGH 3:52 am
3.16 m

LOW 9:30 am
0.87 m

HIGH 3:44 pm
2.79 m

LOW 9:40 pm
0.23 m

SAT 11 OCT

HIGH 4:44 am
3.25 m

LOW 10:19 am
0.86 m

HIGH 4:28 pm
2.82 m

LOW 10:27 pm
0.14 m

SUN 12 OCT

HIGH 5:32 am
3.25 m

LOW 11:06 am
0.87 m

HIGH 5:11 pm
2.83 m

LOW 11:13 pm
0.14 m

MON 13 OCT

HIGH 6:20 am
3.18 m

LOW 11:52 am
0.90 m

HIGH 5:54 pm
2.80 m

LOW 11:58 pm
0.21 m

TUE 14 OCT

HIGH 7:06 am
3.05 m

LOW 12:36 pm
0.96 m

HIGH 6:39 pm
2.72 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – October 2025
Please note: The predictions are in daylight saving time when it is observed.

7/3/25, 1:12 PM Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology

www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/print.php?aac=VIC_TP013&type=tide&date=8-10-2025&region=VIC&tz=Australia/Melbourne&tz_js=AEST&days=7 1/1
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VOLLEYBALL

It was celebration time 
for South Gippsland Vol-
leyball after both the U17 
boys and U17 girls struck 
gold at the 2025 Volleyball 
Victoria Country Champi-
onships in Horsham over 
the long weekend.

The results prove once 
again that Gippsland kids 
bring a serious force to the 
court.

Girls go back-to-back
The U17 girls team showed 
why they are the reign-
ing champions, storming 

through their pool match-
es with wins over Geelong 
(3–0), Warrnambool (3–2), 
Horsham (3–1) and more, 
before lining up against 
Geelong in the gold medal 
match. In a thrilling con-
test, the girls held their 
nerve and sealed a 3–1 
win (28–26, 25–20, 19–25, 
25–12) to claim back-to-
back titles.

Guided by head coach 
Tamara Miller, assis-
tant coach Jessica Sand-
ers, manager Emmy-Lou 
Mills, and with nutrition 
and hydration overseen by 
Anna Gloria (yes, straw-

berries really were the 
secret weapon), the girls 
proved unstoppable.

Local Phillip Island tal-
ent Georgia Mills played 
her part in the champion-
ship-winning side, bring-
ing pride back home.

Boys shine in debut 
campaign
The U17 boys entered 
their first tournament as 
a squad and left with the 
championship trophy — a 
remarkable feat.

After battling through 
a five-set opening match 
against Sunraysia, they 

went from strength to 
strength, securing wins 
against Horsham and 
Sunraysia before meet-
ing Sunraysia again in the 
grand final.

On finals day they were 
at their absolute best, 
sweeping the match in 
straight sets: 3–0 (25–14, 
25–14, 25–17).

The boys were coached 
by Mark De Guzman, with 
support from assistant 
coach Jeffrin Matthew 
and manager Jonamae 
Kindom, while first refer-
ee Dave Fuller was given 
special thanks for his con-

sistency on the whistle.
Phillip Island’s own 

Ethan Findlay stood tall as 
part of the victorious boys’ 
squad.

Recognition also went 
to Natalie Churchill, Yas-
min Gloria, Christian 
Ringer and Ethan Findlay, 
who were named in the 
All-Star Sevens, with Nat-
alie Churchill also taking 
home the coveted MVP 
award.

The South Gippsland 
cheer squad, complete 
with bongo drums, air 
horns, shakers and tam-
bourines kept spirits high 

and energy electric.
Parents, friends and 

supporters were front and 
centre, while friendships 
with other regional clubs 
were rekindled and new 
ones forged.

Horsham’s warm hos-
pitality made the weekend 
even more memorable, 
capping off what was a 
golden celebration of ju-
nior volleyball.

Two teams. Two tro-
phies. One club.

South Gippsland Vol-
leyball, golden in Horsh-
am. Bring on 2026. Yeah 
Souths!

BOWLS

Thirty bowlers turned up to 
Loch and District Bowls club to 
once again fight it out for team(s) 
of the week.

The weather was a wonderful 
spring day with temperatures 
just slightly above zero and 
winds making it feel somewhat 
colder.

With the cold temperature 
aside, the on again and off again 
rain made all feel so happy.

Sanity (or insanity) aside, all 
the bowlers seemed to have a 
fantastic day.

Lots of laughter. Lots of 
friendly banter and most of all, 
lots of great bowls.

A big thank you to all the  
Loch members who prepared 
everything for the Phillip Island 
members. Thank you Sue, Trev-
or, Alex and anyone not men-
tioned.

Also, a big thank you again to 
Bev, Aggie and John who signed 
everyone in and prepared the 
teams.

Winners on a score of 36 
were: Mick Sheers (S), Cheryl 
Floyd (3) and John Kappler (L).

Runners up on a very close 

score of 35 were: Peter Taylor 
(2), David Prosser (L), Trevor 
Loughridge (3) and Phil Nielsen 
(S).

Best One game on a score of 
18 was won by: Tony Heppleston 
(3), Jaye A-D (S), Maggie Prosser 
(L) and Ron Felton (2).

This week the Midweek bowl-
ers will be meeting at Corinella 
to once again fight it out for 
team of the week.

Please be on site by 10am to 
allow time to prepare the teams.

As always with numbers gen-
erally reaching capacity there 
will be a strict 10am cut off time.

BRIDGE

Monday’s Duplicate Bridge ses-
sion featured a strong turnout, 
with five and a half tables in play.

The contest proved to be 
exceptionally close, as Greg 
Nicholson and Jean Barbour 
clinched victory with a score of 
64.58 per cent.

Hot on their heels were Nev-
ille Chapman and Lorrie Read, 
who finished a mere fraction be-
hind on 64.35 per cent.

Wednesday brought a Nation-
wide event to the club, attracting 
six tables of eager players.

For the second consecutive 
week, Caroline Shaw and Ja-
nusz Wolnik dominated the 
field, securing first place with an 
impressive 66 per cent.

Janusz, a newcomer to the 
club this year, continues to im-
press, guided by the experienced 
hand of Caroline Shaw.

In celebration of Seniors 
Week, the PI Bridge Club is ex-
tending an open invitation for 
newcomers to discover the joys 
of bridge.

The event, scheduled for 
Wednesday October 22, offers 
the perfect introduction to the 
game, with experienced players 
on hand to supervise and assist 
beginners.

Attendees can also look for-
ward to the club’s famed after-
noon tea.

Those interested in partici-
pating are encouraged to con-
tact Caroline on 0418 369 557 for 
further details.

Ladies winner: Faye 6 wins.
Men’s winner: John O’B 7 

wins.
Encouragement award: Lor-

raine.
For an enjoyable night of eu-

chre new players are welcome 
to join every Thursday night.

Games start at 7.30pm and 
for further information contact 
Bob on 0428 173 388.

Euchre results

Results from the table

Midweek heads to Loch
Winners of Midweek bowls played at Loch were Mick Sheers 
(S), Cheryl Floyd (3) and John Kappler (L).

Best One Game bowlers were Tony Heppleston (3), Jaye A-D 
(S), Maggie Prosser (L) and Ron Felton (2).

Golden weekend for South Gippsland
A huge congratulations to the U17 boys and U17 girls South Gippsland Volleyball teams both bringing 
home Gold in the 2025 Volleyball Victoria Country Championships in Horsham.

Christian Ringer, Ethan Findlay, Natalie Churchill and Yasmin Gloria, were named in the All-Star Sevens, with 
Natalie Churchill also taking home the coveted MVP award at the Volleyball Victoria Country Championships.
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SURF LIFESAVING

The Woolamai Beach Surf Life 
Saving Club is excited to welcome 
back its much-loved Nippers pro-
gram for the 2025/26 season, with 
registrations now open.

Running from December 28 
to January 4 (excluding New 
Year’s Day), the program of-
fers children aged six to 13 the 
chance to gain essential surf life-
saving and water safety skills in 
a fun, supportive environment.

Sessions will again be held 
at Cleeland Bight (U6-U11) and 
Smiths Beach (U12-U13), giving 
participants a chance to expe-
rience both sheltered and surf 
conditions.

Kids will build confidence 
and learn skills including ocean 
swimming, board paddling, 
beach running, rescue tech-
niques and surf awareness.

More than just surf training, 
Nippers encourages teamwork, 
leadership and personal growth, 
while giving families the oppor-
tunity to connect with the local 
beach community. 

As a fully volunteer run pro-

gram, the support of parents and 
guardians ensure the program 
runs smoothly. Children of all 
swimming abilities are wel-
come, with activities designed 
to support every participant at 
their own pace.

Don’t miss this opportunity 

for your child to gain lifesaving 
skills, make friends and enjoy 
the beach this summer.

To register or find out more 
about the Woolamai Beach 
Nippers 2025/26 program, visit 
www.woolamaibeach.org.au/
nippers

SURFING

Conditions at Smiths Beach did 
a complete 180 for Finals Day of 
the 2025 Rip Curl GromSearch 
Phillip Island on Saturday with 
warm weather and light winds.

Most successful local com-
petitors were U14’s Scarlett  
Rennie and Lennox Archibald, 
who both made it through  
to round two.

In the U18 divisions Mitchell 
Peterson (Noosa, QLD) and Ava 
Holland (Mornington Peninsu-
la, VIC) claimed victory after a 
day of standout performances.

Locana Cullen (Avalon 
Beach, NSW) and Eliza Rich-
ardson (Gold Coast, QLD) took 
out the U16 Boys and Girls divi-
sions.

In the youngest division, Na-
vah Holmes (Gold Coast, QLD) 

and Ffeon Clifford (Mount Mau-
nanui NZ) took top honours in 
the U14 divisions.

A replay of Finals Day can 

be found at: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-yCenorsmTE

Full results available at surf-
ingvic.com/ripcurlgromsearch-

SWIMMING

Traralgon hosted the first 
Long Course GSI meet of the 
25/26 season on Sunday, with 
55 swimmers competing to 
see how much they have pro-
gressed since last summer.

There was a lot of excite-
ment as a number of new 
swimmers competed in their 
first event in a 50m pool, with 
a great sense of relief as they 
finally touched the other end.

With only 25m pools to 
train in, it takes a few weeks 
for the swimmers to adjust to 
the longer distance.

Some of the older swim-
mers were excited to swim 
qualifying times for the up-
coming State Sprints and Age 
Championships.

It wasn’t just the little kids 
swimming, with a number of 
parents joining in the fun and 
showing the kids that age is no 
barrier.

SWIMMING

MSAC was a buzz last week for 
the Australian 2025 National 
Short Course Championships.

The six swimmers from 
South Gippsland Bass held their 
own against fierce competition.

Rubbing shoulders with their 
idols and getting selfies were 
amongst the highlights of the 
week.

Representing the club at 
the Australian 2025 National 
Short Course Championships 
at MSAC last week were Miah 
Roberts, Claudia Croatto, Emily 
Croatto, Sophie McKenzie, Levi 
Jarrett and Gemma Cook.

Dylan Muir was in atten-
dance, coaching the team and 
was really pleased with how the 
swimmers went.

“It was a huge step for most 
of them to compete for their first 
time at an Open Nationals event.

“They got to see how the Dol-
phins warm up, prepare to race 
and how they deal with the out-
come.

“It was a huge learning ex-
perience for them, and they will 
have gained a lot from it. I was 
really proud of their efforts.”

Levi Jarrett had a great time 

and met his idol Cam McEvoy.
“I like racing at night in the fi-

nals; everyone was cheering for 
us. I got a few selfies with some 
of my idols which was pretty 
good.”

Gemma Cook said “it was a 
really good experience”.

“When I got my medal, I was 
really excited, and it was very 
unexpected. Mum was cheering 
loudly. One of the other high-
lights was I got to warm up with 
Ahmed Kelly who is a Paralym-
pian and it felt special.”

Results:
Claudia Croatto: 31st 200m 
Breaststroke, 52nd 100IM, 37th 
100 Breaststroke.

Emily Croatto: 34th 200m 
Breaststroke.

Miah Roberts: 34th 50m 
Backstroke, 32nd 200m Back-
stroke, 28th 100m Backstroke.

Levi Jarrett: 12th open, 3rd 
12-17 age group 100m IM MC, 
B Finalist, 18th, 5th 12-17 age 
groups, 50m Freestyle.

Gemma Cook: B Finalist, 
13th, 50m Freestyle, 4th overall, 
2nd in 12-17 age group, 200m 
Freestyle MC.

Sophie McKenzie: 30th 50m 
Breaststroke.

Nippers program 
returns this summer

Stretching out in the 50m pool

GromSearch wraps on weekend
Ava Hollands from the Mornington Peninsula won the U18 Girls division of the 2025 Rip Curl GromSearch held at Smiths 
Beach on the weekend. Photo: Jacques Kelly, Surfing Victoria.

Mitchell Peterson from Noosa won the U18 Boys category, with Darcy Dwyer, 
also from Noosa, in second place. Photo: Jacques Kelly, Surfing Victoria.

SGB at Nationals 
short course

Gemma Cook showing her medal at the Nationals short course.

Places fill quickly, so don’t miss out. Register now for the Woolamai Beach Surf 
Life Saving Club’s Nippers program, which runs from December 28 to January 4 
this summer.
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27 WALTON STREET, COWES

•	Substantial	brick	home,	first	time	offered	since	built	
and	set	on	a	massive	1784m2	allotment	offering	
incredible	space	and	endless	possibilities

•	Three	separate	living	areas,	open	plan	kitchen,	
beautifully	landscaped	and	established	gardens,	
brick	paved	outdoor	BBQ	space	for	entertaining

•	3	bedrooms/2	bathrooms/4	cars
AUCTION SAT 8TH NOV 2025  
@ 2PM ON SITE

10 PARDALOTE PLACE, COWES

•	Luxurious,	spacious	home	set	on	a	generous	
allotment	in	Seagrove	Estate,	thoughtfully	designed	
to	offer	comfort,	distinct	zones	and	ample	room	
for	the	whole	family

•	Modern	floorplan,	open	plan	kitchen	&	dining	that	
flows	seamlessly	to	an	inviting	covered	deck,	fully	
fenced	with	established	gardens,	extra	shedding	
with	easy	access	via	driveway

•	3	bedrooms/2	bathrooms/2	cars
$990,000

22 LYMINGTON AVENUE, VENTNOR

•	Perfectly	positioned	just	a	short	walk	to	the	beach,	
spread	over	two	levels	with	amazing	views

•	Open	plan	kitchen	&	dining	upstairs,	compact	
kitchenette	downstairs,	large	living	area	with	wood	
heater,	large	private	yard

•	3	bedrooms/2	bathrooms
$920,000

COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave
5952 2633

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade
5678 5408

www.alexscott.com.au

31 GENISTA STREET, SAN REMO

•	Two	for	one!		Best	of	coastal	living	with	2	separate	
homes	perfect	for	extra	rental	income	or	work	
studio/office

•	Stunning	bay	views	and	prime	location.		Just	a	short	
stroll	to	township	and	family	friendly	swimming	
beach

•	5	bedrooms,	2	bathrooms,	double	lock	up	garage,	
959m2	block.

$1,200,000 TO $1,300,000
69 PENNIWELLS DRIVE, SAN REMO

•	Stunning	water	views,	versatile	design	with	multiple	
living	zones

•	4	bedrooms,	2	bathrooms,	double	carport
•	Walking	distance	to	beach,	situated	on	522m2 block
$999,000 TO $1,050,000
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SURFING

Phillip Island Boardriders 
Club (PIBC) won Event 2 of 
the Australian Boardriders 
Battle Series, taking top hon-
ours on home turf, during the 
weekend competition at Cape 
Woolamai.

A playful left-hand rip bowl 
provided the ideal bank for 
competitors throughout the 
day. Despite gusty winds, the 
warm conditions and lively 
crowd made for an electric at-
mosphere as nine clubs from 
across Victoria battled it out for 
a place in the Australian Board-
riders Battle Grand Final.

After a series of highly con-
tested early rounds, only Tor-
quay Boardriders Club, Jan Juc 
Boardriders Club, Peninsula 
Surfriders, and Phillip Island 
Boardriders Club remained as 
the final got underway.

With the swell easing, teams 
were forced to be selective with 
their wave choices while keep-
ing a close eye on the clock to 
avoid time penalties for failing 
to return to the box.

As the final unfolded, 
Peninsula and Phillip Island 
pulled ahead thanks to some 
standout rides.

Phillip Island’s Carl Wright 
went huge on a backhand 
snap out the back to lock in 
a 7.00-point ride, putting the 
home team in prime position. 
Peninsula’s Lucas Hickson 
kept the pressure on with a 
6.33-point ride for a series of 
sharp backhand turns on a 
running left.

In the closing stages, con-
sistency and timing proved 
key. Wright rounded out Phil-
lip Island’s campaign with a 
solid 5.80-point ride, sealing 
the win for the locals in front 
of a roaring home crowd.

The celebrations contin-
ued on the sand, with Phillip 
Island’s Lillian Bassed taking 
home the Boost Mobile Wave 
of the Day Award for her ear-
lier performance.

“It was really fun today,” 
Lillian said. “I was a bit ner-
vous but excited to be a part of 
the team and get a good wave.”

Carl Wright was named 
Celsius Overall Performer. 
“The surf got pretty tough in 
the afternoon, but it’s always 
a good day to get club surfing 
up and going,” he said.

“We finished fourth last 
year in the final, so we didn’t 
get to go to the national final, 
which cut us deep.

“Personally, I had a bit of 
an average performance that 
day, so I was fired up to fly 
the flag today and happy with 
how it went.”

PIBC Club President Club 

President Jake Eisen praised 
the team’s effort.

“We’ve been training, so 
that’s why it’s been so sick. 
We’ve actually put a bit of ef-
fort in this year and just gone 
back to basics – we haven’t 
overcomplicated it.”

Phillip Island Boardriders 
team consisted of Walter Hiatt 
(captain), Carl Wright (power 
surfer), Joe Van Dijk, Jarrah Ci-
cero and Lillian Bassed, along 
with back up surfers Scarlett 
Rennie, Angus Kennedy and 
Dylan James, and managers 
Jake Eison and Ash Easton.

“It was a massive achieve-
ment for our club, being rec-
ognised as the best in the 
state,” said Jake.

“Huge thanks to all our 
members and families who 
came down to support – your 
energy made all the difference.”

The Jim Beam Team Spirit 
Award went to 13th Beach 
Boardriders, who were 
praised for their energy and 
sportsmanship throughout 
the day.

Phillip Island, Peninsula, 
and Jan Juc Boardriders se-
cured their place at the Aus-
tralian Boardriders Battle 
Grand Final Presented by 
NRMA Insurance, to be held 
at Burleigh Heads, QLD on 
March 7-8, 2026.

Final Results:
Phillip Island Boardriders – 
28.70 pts
Peninsula Surfriders – 26.10 pts
Jan Juc Boardriders – 22.49 pts
Torquay Boardriders – 10.84 pts

Island claims Boardriders victory
Phillip Island Boardriders Club were victorious at the weekend’s Australian Boardriders Battle event, securing their place in the Australian Grand Final 
in March 2026, to be held at Burleigh Heads in Queensland. Photo: Noah Clifford, Surfing Victoria.

PIBC’s Lillian Bassed was awarded 
Wave of the Day. Photo: Noah Clif-
ford, Surfing Victoria.

PIBC’s power surfer Carl Wright 
won the award for Overall perfor-
mance of the contest. Photo: Noah 
Clifford, Surfing Victoria.
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