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The Penguin Parade live stream was an instant success, attracting millions of viewers in its first week.

Superstar! Millions tune in.

Last week a record number of people
watched the penguins arrive at the Penguin
Parade, despite Phillip Island Nature Parks
being closed due to Covid restrictions.

Several million people experienced the joy
of the parade, with the online stream of the
nightly arrival of the Little Penguins an in-
stant success.

More than 770,000 devices tuned in on the
first night and Roland Pick, Communications
Director at Phillip Island Nature Parks de-
scribed the reaction as“sensational”.

“It’s blown us away. We always thought it
would be popular, but we underestimated
how much. It’s the story a lot of people need-
ed right now, to make them smile.”

Roland said with 1.4 million devices tuning

in over the first six days, the penguins were
potentially watched by two to three million
people.

Victorians tuned in en masse, with 85 per
cent of viewers on the first night coming from
greater Melbourne and Victoria.

With Melbourne in stage 4 lockdown, Ro-
land believes the penguins provided some
much-needed relief for families, who were
experiencing “lockdown fatigue”.

Feedback via emails and social media has
been “heart-warming”, he said.

“We’ve been sent photos of kids watch-
ing the penguins with their toy penguins
lined up. Overwhelmingly, people have said
thanks for bringing some brightness into a
tough time.”

So far, viewers from overseas only account
for five per cent of the audience, with the re-
maining ten per cent of viewers coming from
other Australian states.

First-night nerves

There was plenty of behind-the-scenes
work and extensive dress rehearsals before
the penguins went live to the world.

Ranger Skye Nichol was the first commen-
tator, taking to the microphone to an audi-
ence of hundreds of thousands of excited
penguin fans.

Roland said, as a teacher and a drama
enthusiast, Skye was the perfect choice for
opening night.

Continued page 7
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Full speed ahead
on road review

Community consultation on speed limits
around Phillip Island and San Remo - initial-
ly planned for late August — has been delayed
several weeks.

The consultation has been long-awaited by
several community groups who have been
lobbying for safer, slower roads.

Bass Coast Shire councillors at the August
meeting accepted a petition signed by 120
people that requests the shire and Regional
Roads Victoria act “as a matter of urgency
to cut speed limits and improve signage” in
residential areas of Ventnor, also calling for a
neighbourhood traffic calming plan.

“We are particularly concerned about safety
along Ventnor Beach Road and its interfaces
with Lyall Street and Harris Road, specifically
the numerous access points to walking trails
and nature reserves, public playgrounds and
toilets, the pony club precinct, car parks and
dog beaches,”the petition stated.

Councillors said community consultation
on RRV’s speed limit review of Phillip Island
and San Remo was due to start in late August.

However a shire spokesperson last week
confirmed it had been delayed by several
weeks.

“The joint Draft Communication and En-
gagement Plan is complete and currently
in an approval process with RRV,” the shire
spokesperson said.

“Once signed off, the engagement will com-
mence with contact of key stakeholders in the
first instance then followed by the broader
community.”

The review will be a two-staged process,
with the first stage reviewing 100km/h sealed
arterial and council-managed roads and the
second stage looking at implementing lower
speeds on unsealed roads.

RRV and the council are currently prepar-
ing stage one of the review.

Cr Bruce Kent said he supported local resi-
dents in their campaign.

“They are the ones who have to live there
and it’s their local knowledge that should be
taken into account by RRV in their investiga-
tion,” Cr Kent said.

Cr Les Larke said he often travelled to Vent-
nor and he found the roads “generally a poor
standard - the quality of roads and surface
apart from the speed,” Cr Larke said.

Danger

The petition follows a campaign in March
by a coalition of Phillip Island community
groups calling for a speed reduction on island
roads to protect wildlife.

The Phillip Island Medical and Health Action
Group, Island Voice, Rhyll Community Associ-
ation and a Cowes citizen scientist - who has
been researching roadkill for a year — called
for a speed reduction to 80km/hr on the five
island roads that currently have a 100km/hr
limit: Back Beach Road, Ventnor Road, Rhyll-
Newhaven Road, Berrys Beach Road and a
section of Ventnor Beach Road.

In addition the coalition of groups was con-
cerned sealed roads on the island - Gap Road
and Smiths Beach Road, between the Phillip
Island Road and Back Beach Road - have no
speed limit signs and therefore by default - by
law — became 100km/hr roads.

Continued page 3
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Bass Coast COVID-19 update*

As of Monday, August 31

11
ocal residents
sted positive

0

Active case

8413

tests done locally

*From BCH Assessment clinics only since March.
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Last Thursday’s storm front saw the SES units in San Remo and Phillip
Island inundated with calls, mainly for trees down on roads.

Storm wre

Wild weather over the past week
has kept local SES crews busy.

Last Thursday’s storms saw
crews respond to more than 40
calls for assistance in one night.

Phillip Island SES said they re-
ceived over 30 call outs, mainly for
trees down.

Unit Controller Alan O’Connor
said Coghlan Road was one of the
worst affected areas.

“Coghlan Road had multiple
trees down and was one of our

biggest jobs for the night, needing
three vehicles and all available
crew to clear.”

He said a number of smaller
jobs had been cleared “by con-
cerned local residents”by the time
the SES crew arrived.

The San Remo SES crew were
equally busy, with Unit Control-
ler Michael Kenny saying the calls
started coming through around
5.30pm and came in steadily as
the storm front hit.

It took three hours for the San Remo SES to clear this massive tree
from a driveway in Newhaven on Saturday.

aks havoc

The majority of the calls re-
ceived were for trees down, al-
though there were two for build-
ing damage.

“While we only had 13 calls for
assistance, all the trees that came
down were quite large and took
some time to clear,” he said.

“We had all of our calls for as-
sistance completed by midnight.
All in all, it took 11 members
over 60-man hours to get through
the calls.”

Calls continue

Both SES units reported re-
sidual jobs associated with the
weather front.

Over the weekend, the San
Remo SES crew received several
calls from Newhaven, including
one for a massive tree which had
fallen over a driveaway. It took the
crew three hours to clear.

The Phillip Island unit also re-
sponded to a number of calls for
assistance with fallen trees.

It was a lucky escape for a
young Cape Woolamai resident
when last week’s storm blew in
his bedroom window.

Eight-year-old Kai was lying on
his bed reading when a ferocious
gust of wind blew the window in
on top of him and ripped his bed-
room door off its hinges.

Fortunately, he was unhurt.

Kai’s mum was at work, but her
partner Darren was home with
Kai and his older brother Jacob.

Darren said after the wind struck,
the youngster bolted downstairs
and he had to settle him down be-
fore assessing the damage.

“He was pretty upset and shak-
en, but there wasn’t a scratch on
him - which is amazing.”

Lucky escape

Darren said no other room in
the house was affected, although
some outdoor furniture was
tossed around the backyard.

Kai’s bedroom window faces
the ocean and copped the full
brunt of the storm.

“I couldn’t believe it. The wind
had whipped through the screws
and the plaster.”

Some quick repair work by
Darren, and Kai’s grandfather
David saw the window frame
tarped up and the window put
back into place.

“One of the local SES crew
knocked on the door to see if
we needed help. They must have
seen the damage from outside,”
said Darren.

Miraculously, eight-year-old Kai who was lying on the bed reading
when the window fell on top of him, was unhurt.

While the family wait for an in-
surance assessment, Kai is shar-
ing his brother’s room.

or two, but we just reassured him
it was a freak wind,”said Darren.

“He’s got quite a story to tell his

“He was a bit shocked for a day mates.”
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AGL dismissive of safety risk: councillor

A Bass Coast Shire councillor has
given a scathing assessment of AGL's
safety and environment record, say-
ing the company was too willing to
“cut corners” and had failed to con-
sider the dangers of its proposed
Western Port gas terminal.

Cr Michael Whelan’s submission
to the Environmental Effects State-
ment for the Crib Point Gas Import
Jetty states the EES fails to properly
detail how a major incident would be
handled and “conveniently” dismiss-
es risk rather than dealing with it.

“This approach is fine for the com-
pany when it is the community that
will bear that risk,” writes Cr Whel-
an, who was a senior fire officer and
headed the CFA’s research and de-
velopment section.

“Westernport’s intrinsic values and
the existing economic value from
eco-tourism, fishing and boating far
exceed the economic output from this
(project) yet are threatened by it.”

Cr Whelan - who also has quali-
fications in economics and environ-
mental science - said AGL had been
fined $7.2 million in recent years for
a range of offences.

He said in 2018 the Victorian
Essential Services Commission
questioned “whether AGL had the
technical capacity to operate in ac-
cordance with its licence to operate
in Victoria”.

“My concern is that AGLs behav-
iour seems to demonstrate a culture of
good enough, a disregard for environ-
mental standards, cutting corners, and
pay the fine when you are caught,” Cr
Whelan writes in the submission.

“As a former firefighter I consider

the worst case and consider whether
arrangements are in place to handle it.

“Its analysis is at best convenient
and dismissive.”

Phillip Island

Cr Whelan said his key concern
for Phillip Island was the EES failed
to assess the at-sea risk of the LNG
tankers crossing the bay and at an-
chor off northern beaches, with risk
not only to the health and safety of
residents, but also the internation-
ally recognised environment of the
Rhyll Inlet and the tourism economy.

“The EES takes comfort in the
safety record of LNG tankers how-
ever they do not reveal that LNG
tankers are regularly involved in
collisions with other large ships with
often severe consequences to the
other ships,” Cr Whelan states.

“Similarly, the EES fails to explore the
potential if an incident ... does occur.”

Cr Whelan said risk aside, the
running of AGL's proposed project
would impact the island’s cruise ship
market, recreational fishers through
to residents’ lifestyle.

“Anchoring a cruise ship beside
a massive industrial LNG ship that
runs generators constantly will not
be an attractive proposal and it is
likely that business would evaporate
very rapidly,”he said.

“Recent experience with the oil rig
the Noble Tom Prosser moored in the
east arm led to many complaints of
noise and light pollution, as the lights
and generators were run all night.

“As well the additional restrictions
on boating because of the tight secu-
rity required to protect LNG tankers

Cr Michael Whelan has given a scathing assessment of AGL and its pro-

posed Western Port gas terminal.

in transit or at rest would severely
impact recreational fishing and boat-
ing and impact the local economy.”

Hot air

He said Bass Coast Shire had made
a submission in response to the EES,
which highlighted the AGL project
would “have strong adverse impacts
on the ecology of Western Port and
its Ramsar listed wetlands and in
turn on the Phillip Island Visitor
Economy that relies on eco-tourism”.

“As well the council advised it has
declared a climate emergency and
sees the proposed fossil fuel facility

3

as being contrary to that declaration.’

Cr Whelan argued the gas project
and its“huge capital investment”was
not justified or needed in the context
of climate change.

He said the Australian Energy
Market Operator saw gas being
phased out through to 2040.

“Investment in intergenerational
gas infrastructure will embed gas, a
fossil fuel, into Victoria’s energy grid
for a generation retarding Victoria’s
response to climate change.

“The time for gas has come and
gone, it cannot compete into the fu-
ture with renewable energy.”

He said Western Port was “highly
valued” among ecologists and sci-
entists for its environmental values
who acknowledged more research
was needed to understand the eco-
logical significance of the bay.

“This work is required to spare us
from the convenient and often self-
serving assessments that are under-
taken on behalf of proponents of
major projects in Westernport — the
AGL EES is an example of this.”

Process

AGL's plans would see liquified
natural gas transported on up to 4(
LNG super tankers — about 350 me-
tres long and 50 metres wide — per
year in Western Port.

A floating storage and regasifica-
tion unit (FSRU) moored at Crib
Point jetty will regasify the liquid
natural gas by using a heat exchange
system, drawing in up to 480,000 cu-
bic metres of bay water per day intc
the unit via up to six pumps operat-
ing constantly.

Marine life including fish eggs and lar-
vae will also be drawn in with the water.

This water will then be discharged
back into the bay 7C colder than the
ambient temperature and containing
residual chlorine.

A b55-kilometre pipeline will be
built from Crib Point to Pakenham tc
pipe the gas.

The EES closed on August 26. A
directions hearing is scheduled on
September 17, which will lead to a
public hearing on October 12, to run
for up to eight weeks.

AGL did not respond for a request
for comment.

United Nations weighs in on AGL bay project

AGL's proposed bay gas project
should not go ahead because it will
“inevitably” harm the environment,
according to the United Nations’-
backed Western Port Biosphere
Foundation.

In its submission to the Environ-
mental Effects Statement for the
project, the foundation — established
by UNESCO in 2002 - also questions
AGL's environmental track record,
saying “in the quite recent past, AGL
has suffered failures”.

This is the latest in a growing long
list of submissions to be highly criti-
cal of the EES and the impacts of the
AGL project.

“The Foundation considers it in-
evitable that the project will result
in harm to the Western Port envi-
ronment,” the Biosphere submission
states.

“As an organisation that has stew-
ardship over aspects of the Western
Port environment, the Foundation
looks for a high degree of confidence
that if the project does go ahead, the
risks posed can be mitigated. This
EES has yet to deliver that high de-
gree of confidence.”

Biospheres have been established
by UNESCO in sensitive environ-
ments around the world to promote

sustainable development based on
sound science.

However the foundation says the
science used in the EES is “under-
researched”, failing to provide “the
most basic” data, with key “omis-
sions, short-comings and misrepre-
sentations”.

The submission states there will
“inevitably” be risks in a proposal
“that involves large quantities of
natural gas, regasification using sea
water as a heat exchange, chlorina-
tion, transport of large volumes of
liquid nitrogen and the disturbance
of acid sulfate soils”.

In the EES AGL concludes“there is
negligible risk to the ecological char-
acter and no significant impacts for
threatened and listed species”.

However the Biosphere states “this
simply cannot be supported by the
evidence presented”.

“The environmental impacts of
the use of sea-water and associated
entrainment, impingement and dis-
charge of chilled and chlorinated
water, have been significantly under-
researched.

“The  proposed management
of acid sulfate soils and possible
groundwater contamination does
not provide confidence that there

An artist’s impression of the proposed AGL Crib Point Receiving Facility.
The United Nations’ backed Western Port Biosphere Foundation says AGL’s
proposal will “inevitably” harm the environment.

will be no adverse environmental
consequences.

“The (EES) conclusion states that
risk studies continue to be developed
as the detailed design of the project
progresses. Within this it is implicit
that the proponent considers that the
project should be approved before
these are completed.”

Biosphere Chair Jo McCoy said
the Western Port community looked
to the Biosphere Foundation to act as
an“informed steward on its behalf”.

“It is important that projects such
as this are subjected to real scrutiny.
The environment of Western Port
cannot be treated lightly,” Jo said.

“The marine and terrestrial life
along with regional communities
would have to bear the costs if the
project, as set out in the EES, goes
ahead. In the view of the Foundation,
these costs are unacceptable.”

Details:  www.biosphere.org.au/
hot-topics/our-response-to-the-agl-
ees/

Full speed

ahead on
road review

From page 1

Furthermore, four dirt roads were
also unsigned and therefore seen as
100km zones: Pyramid Rock, Harbi-
son, McFees and Watts roads.

Eastern regional director of the
Transport Department Sara Rhodes-
Ward confirmed they were working
with the shire on a speed limit re-
view.

“The review is in its early stages
and the community will be informed
as the review progresses,”she said.

She said when assessing whether
a speed limit change is appropriate,
RRV considers a range of factors
like pedestrian and vehicle num-
bers, road design, wildlife and the
type of road, the local environment
and crash history.

The RRV review will implement
safer travel speeds for the local
community and visitors, while also
protecting precious native wildlife.
Ventnor Beach Road is included in
scope for review in the first phase
of the project.

ronbauerforbass.com

rbauerbasscoast@gmail.com
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No more Foreshore Committee

The San Remo Foreshore Committee has been After the results of the tender were announced
quietly disbanded. the tenants of the park received notices to vacate.

The role of managing the foreshore has been Copperleaf Pty Ltd said they were unable to offe
aken over by the Department of Environment them another annual lease as their own lease as
Land Water and Planning (DELWP). park managers expired on November 30.

DELWP’s Regional Manager of Gippsland, Jer- Tenants said the notices sent in June instructing
emy Neilson said the department was currently them to clear their sites meant their vans would
looking at potential future management options. have had to be destroyed, because they were too

However, they did not confirm if and when a old to move. Many had held leases at the carava
new committee would be appointed. park for over 20 years.

Former committee president, Andy Chappell In the end, frantic last-minute negotiations
said it would be good if a new committee was ap- saved the vans from destruction.
pointed, although a foreshore committee admin- An agreement to resolve the stand-off betwee
istration officer continued to answer emails and Copperleaf Pty Ltd, DELWP, and the Foreshore

communicate with D ELWP. The San Remo Foreshore Committee has been disbanded. The group has run for decades and Con}mlttee was reached just days before the ten-
He said the committee usually ran for three ants’leases expired.

ears and the normal process would be to adver- manage the foreshore area from Potters Hill Road down to the bay, around to Foote’s Lookout Under the terms of the agreement, Copperleat

ise and then go through a selection process. and a!ong the San Rgmo back beach to the other end of Potters Hill, including the foreshore Pty Ltd immediately handed over the park to the
abutting the township. ; P ; .
. incoming managers in September, rather tha
Caravan park dispute Remo Foreshore Caravan Park. for a new lease on the park in June 2019. the original date at the end of November.
Last year, the Foreshore Committee was in-  The dispute involved Copperleaf Pty Ltd, DEW-  Andy described the tender as“an open process”  Andy said after the caravan park dispute, the

olved in a tense, often acrimonious, and months- LP and the Foreshore Committee, which began which attracted over a dozen applicants, includ- Wwanted “to let things settle”, but now “it would be
long dispute over the management of the San after Copperleaf’s unsuccessful bid in the tender ing Copperleaf Pty Ltd. great if a new committee was appointed.”
DELWP did not respond to queries if disband-
ing the committee was related to the carava
park dispute.

However, a former committee member said al
the members were asked to resign at the end of
their term.

Most of the members of the existing committee
were unlikely to return they said, describing the
dispute as very difficult.

. g “We all needed a break after that. We’re all jus
Australian Government volunteers.”

Proud history

The San Remo Foreshore Committee has a
long history of working for the local community.

San Remo elder statesman Ray Dickie recalled
going to carnivals on the San Remo foreshore as
a child, where Foreshore committee members
would raise money by selling tickets on spinning
wheels.
“Our forefathers had the vision to put in the car-
avan park, to raise money to help them beauti
and maintain the foreshore.That was in the 1940s
and it’s still there,”Ray said.

D , t i k i t

The committee is responsible for the manage-

ment preservation of the foreshore environmen

and the area under their management is exten-

sive. It runs from Potters Hill Road down to the

bay, around to Foote’s Lookout and along the Sa:

Remo back beach to the other end of Potters Hill.

The most populace area by far is the foreshore

I [ abutting the San Remo township.

2 o They also rehabilitated and revegetated a coast-
SEC al strip adjacent to the highway that was unde:
0 e 1.5M 9 threat of landslides and destruction.

As managers of the land, the committee’s focus

was to protect the environment and to enable the
Hygiene Distancing Get tested Isolate

community to enjoy it.

Over the years, the committee has helped es-
tablish walking tracks and foreshore facilities
and spearheaded projects to protect the foreshore
from erosion.

In 2015, the group put together a strategic pla
that included an upgrade for the pelican feeding
ground, toilet block upgrade and a new play-
ground.

It’s up to all of us to keep each other safe.
You must continue to practise good hygiene, og o
physical distancing, and if you’re even slightly unwell, De m OI |t|0 n

et tested and stay at home. Don’t risk it.
0 g underway

Fencing has been erected around the Cul-
tural Centre in Cowes as demolition gets un-
derway.

The building was handed over to Decon-
struct Group, the company awarded the tende
to demolish the building, on August 24.

Bass Coast Shire Council’s Manager of Ma-
jor Projects, Damian Prendergast said the
building’s internal fixtures will be stripped

The sooner we all do it,

LG Tl T d we'll get through it.

first, then work will begin on the outside.
HaVe the App He said the timing of the demolition was due
0 . to the possible presence of asbestos on the site
Visit austraha-gov-au and would allow any asbestos to be removed

in a cost-effective manner.

Draft designs for the new building have bee
shown to community groups and users of the
existing centre and are expected to be released
to the wider community this month.
Construction of the new building is not due

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra to begin until May 2021.
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Climate response must be community-wide

Homes and businesses will be “cajoled” to re-
duce their carbon emissions, following the release
of Bass Coast Shire’s“landmark”climate plan.

The Climate Change Action Plan 2020-2030
was adopted at the August council meeting, set-
ting a target of zero emissions within a decade.

Cr Michael Whelan said the “landmark” plan
required the whole community to step up.

“We can’t tell the community what to do.
Business and households will make the deci-
sion,” Cr Whelan said.

“But council can lead and perhaps cajole.”

Cr Les Larke said the plan did not go far
enough and consider visitor emissions — bus-
es, cars and trucks, while Cr Julian Brown
said households and businesses would reduce
their emissions “regardless of the plan”, but
instead because it made “environmental or fi-
nancial sense”.

The 10-section plan details the impacts of
climate change on Bass Coast, our shire-wide
emissions, and what actions can be taken to
reduce emissions.

It states households were responsible for 44
per cent of emissions in 2019 but could help
reduce about half of the shire’s zero net target.

Household actions include:

® Buy less. Recycle and reuse more to achieve
zero waste

¢ Reduce energy use. Switch to all-electric
and zero-carbon energy

e Improve homes to make them sustainable
and climate-resilient

e Switch to more sustainable transport like
walking, cycling, ride-sharing and electric ve-
hicles

e Support the natural environment by plant-

As a coastal municipality, Bass Coast is at risk
from rising sea levels and storm surges.

ing gardens

* Buy local. Support sustainable and regen-
erative agriculture

“Every household is different. For example,
renter households have a different ability to
act than owner-occupied households,”the plan
acknowledged.

More than 580 people helped develop the
plan, in response to the declaration of a cli-
mate emergency last year and a petition
signed by more than 1000 people calling for
urgent climate action.

The shire will implement it over the next 10
years with regular reviews.

Business, farms

Businesses could reduce a quarter of the
shire’s zero net target, according to the plan,
through similar actions including: sustainable
purchasing, including buying and collaborating
with other local businesses; share, recycle, reuse
more; and improve buildings and infrastructure.

Farms can contribute 21 per cent of the zero-
net target by planting trees and modifying ag-
ricultural practices.

“Collaborate and learn with other local
farmers to support sustainable and regenera-
tive agriculture,”the plan states.

“To reach zero net emissions by 2030, a num-
ber of significant actions are required that are
largely outside of the control of Council or the
local community.

“These include the development of utility-
scale wind and or solar PV projects as well as
the delivery of carbon targets by other organ-
isations operating in the community, such as
water authorities.”

The shire itself has committed to reducing
emissions across all sections of the organisa-
tion, including integrating climate risk into
financial decision making, powering the shire
with 100 per cent renewable energy alongside
energy efficiency.

Other actions include expanding tree plant-
ing through the Biolinks project, transitioning
the vehicle fleet to low emissions and install-
ing energy-efficient street lighting.

“A further suite of actions contained within
this plan have an initial capital cost which is
quickly recouped through operational sav-
ings,”the plan states.

Details: www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/climate-
action or contact Council’s Climate Change
and Sustainability Advisor on 1300 BCOAST
(226 278) or (03) 5671 2211.

Holden Proving Ground an “ark”

Bass Coast Shire councillors have approved
an arsenal of measures in a bid to protect the
“remarkable” former Holden Proving Ground
at Lang Lang.

The 877-hectare has been used since 1957 for
testing of Holden vehicles and in February GM
announced it would wind down sales, with the
site put on the market, reportedly already sold
to another vehicle company.

Councillors at the August meeting agreed to
consider the offer by Member for Bass Jordan
Crugnale to convene and lead a working party,
which would include the shire, a Bunurong
custodian, Save the Holden Bushland group
and the HPG owners.

The group would determine the best option to
protect the site and work towards public acquisition.

Councillors also voted to seek an urgent re-
view of the Extractive Industry Interest Area
mapping within Bass Coast, in order to ex-
clude the industry in the process.

In addition, they voted in support of a num-

ber of planning controls, including having the
land recognised under the Distinctive Areas
and Landscapes state policy.

Cr Michael Whelan said he understood the
land was given to Holden by the Federal Gov-
ernment and it was “reprehensible” they were
now selling it for a profit.

Cr Julian Brown said it was “remarkable”the
vegetation at the site had survived.

“It has been growing there for tens of thou-
sands of years or longer,” Cr Brown said.

“There’s not too many place in the state like
that ... We need to protect this.”

Cr Geoff Ellis said this was the last chance
for Victorians to create an “immovable ark” of
endangered species.

“It has undoubted state significance,” Cr El-
lis said.

“It is a jewel in the regional crown.”

Cr Ellis said the Victorian National Parks As-
sociation had received funding to prepare an
ecological assessment of the site.

Locally owned and operated by

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)

15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

LK5162

Erosion is impacting across the coastline, with this sign in Kilcunda impacting walkers and

bikers on the rail trail.

Case study one:

A Maze'N Things is work-
ing to reduce carbon emis-
sions as much as possible.

So far, they have installed
264 solar panels on their
roof and have now run out of
space, which supplies about
half their electricity needs.

They also have a big focus
on reducing waste, minimis-
ing take away cups and plas-
tic bags.

Staff go through the rub-
bish at the end of the day

to separate waste into com-
postables, soft and hard plas-
tics, paper and landfill waste,
which reduces expenses as
they can dispose recycling
waste for free, while waste to
landfill attracts a charge.

Case study two:

Bimbadeen is a 340-acre
farm at Ventnor, owned and
operated by the Davie family
since 1955.

The cattle, egg and honey
farm has been carbon neu-
tral since 2014, with all wa-
ter pumps powered by wind
or solar, while the house has
solar PV and hot water.

Farm emissions are audit-
ed annually.

About 30,000 trees have

Businesses battle emissions

been planted and a tree
canopy covers 17 per cent of
the property, with the Davies
practicing carbon farming, a
variety of agricultural meth-
ods that sequester carbon
into the soil.

Recycled water is used for
irrigation on carbon crops.

N

PETS DOMAIN WONTHAGGI

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!

Supercoat Dog Dry Food

4\ [
$1400

Feline First Premium
Organic Cat Litter

Products

Selected Flea, Tick & Worming

Now from $7.35 to $103.35

18kg Range 14kg
SAVE $20.00 SAVE $6.00
All Live Fish &
Live Plants

And plenty more opening specials in-store! Sale ends Sunday 12* September 2020

PETS DOMAIN WONTHAGGI

3/120 McKenzie St, Wonthaggi, VIC 3995
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Upskill
My Business

Work on your business while
you're not at your business.

A new digital learning site to help
Victorian business owners skill-up

and get ready when restrictions ease.

upskill.business.vic.gov.au
ORIA

State
Government

AUTHORISED BY THE VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT, 1 TREASURY PLACE, MELBOURNE
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From page 1

“It’s very different talking into a
camera to potentially 100,000 view-
ers, to commentating for people sit-
ting in the stands at a normal parade.

“She was an absolute ball of
nerves, but as soon as we hit the live
button, Skye was into it. She loved it,”
he said.

“She has set the bar pretty high.”

A select group of rangers will
share the commentary duties and
Roland said each member will bring
their own personality to the task.
Although they do have key talking
points, each night’s commentary is
unscripted.

The rangers will work in teams to
help field the questions and com-
ments that come streaming in from
viewers, taking turns at mic duties.

In the first week, viewers were
keen to find out where the penguins
go during a day, how fast they can
swim and what time they head out
each morning.

There were also plenty of ques-

Y sevice e

Phillip Island Tyre Service

101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

BIEANUN Y

FIND OUR
PRODUCTS ONLINE

www.permanentbeauty.com.au

86 Back Beach Rd, San Remo 5678 5566

tions about chicks and eggs and just
how many babies penguins have.

At this stage, there are no plans
to dabble with the format of the live
stream, although Roland said in future
they would look at mixing it up a little.

“Maybe we can have some guest
commentators or include a Q&A ses-
sion with our research teams.”

Star turn

Happily, there’s been no diva de-
mands or tantrums from the stars of
the show.

“They are the hardest working
penguins and least demanding stars
we can ask for,”said Roland.

“They do what they do, whether we
are there or not.”

He said the lack of audience in
the stands has not resulted in any
change to the Little Penguins’ night-
ly ritual.

“Their behaviours don’t seem to
have changed at all. Primarily, we
are a conservation organisation and
we are mindful of the impact of hu-

Burgers & Beers

Open 4pm-7.30pm
Closed tuesdays

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai

man interaction with penguins.”

He said with every single decision,
“we ask how does this affect the pen-
guins”, and the new building and
boardwalks were all designed and
built around the penguins’ pathways.

Team effort

Aside from a minor hiccup with
audio on Facebook the first night,
Roland said the live stream had gone
seamlessly.

That was due in part to a big team
behind the scenes.

Members of the Nature Parks IT
team installed the cameras and con-
nected the cables, to get the stream
together.

At least six rangers were involved
in the practice runs and tests for
the new system, with the market-
ing team helping spread the word
through media and socials.

“There’s probably about 15 people
with hands-on involvement, with a lot
of other people involved on the fringes
in some small way,”Roland said.

5956 6552

FRESH
LOCAL

SALES

ORDERS

SEAFOOD

TAKE AWAY

OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm 5678 5206 FISH & CHIPS

THE

Mobile

Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566

CONINECHHIOIN

waterboy

CAFE—
58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765 [E3(9)

LKO0415AA

620

LEISURE

OPEN 7 DAYS

Now the stream is up and running,
it will only be two rangers plus one
staff member from marketing in-
volved on a day to day basis.

That’s a minuscule number com-
pared to staffing levels for a normal
night at the Penguin Parade.

“Even at our lowest number, we
had at least a dozen staff on every
night,” estimated Roland.

That figure didn’t include staff
working in other aspects of the pa-
rade, such as cleaning, gatekeepers,
café and retail staff.

Overseas visitors

With international media outlets
now picking up on the story, Roland
said they expect to see more over-
seas viewers tuning in to the nightly
feed.

Because of time zone differences,
it’s expected the strongest audiences
for the live feed will come from the
UK, Europe and Asian.

And the decision in some parts of
Europe to introduce new lockdown

Superstar! Millions tune In.

restrictions could be good news for
the Little Penguins.

Previously Tourism Australia ad-
vised with so much of Europe com-
ing out of lockdown, they’d be less
likely to engage with the live stream.

The plan is soon to provide com-
mentary in different languages to
cater to the overseas audience.

And Roland believes the online
visitors will translate to visits in the
real world once the Parade reopens.

“There were some naysayers who
said doing a live stream would mean
no one would want to come in real life.

“But the feedback we’re getting
is its connected people with the pa-
rade. Overwhelmingly, people are
telling us they can’t wait to be able
to do it in real life.

“Longer term, I believe it’s only go-
ing to help with visitation.”

The Penguin Parade live stream
currently starts at 6pm and can be
accessed via www.facebook.com/
PhillipIslandNatureParks/; or www.
youtube.com/user/PIPenguinParade

5956 9238 14 Beach Road, Rhyll

RIEAL ESHANE

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

We’re working remotely,
but it’s business as usual!

EASHION|

www.phillipislandfn.com.au 5952 3922

It is still business as usual
in unusual times
We are only a phone call away
for all your real estate needs.

wear. support. local.

o
range available at www,w.m

EIINAINICE

Your local bank for locals

We're not in the office, but
we're still open for business!

5952 2799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
B Bendigo Bank Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Stockdale & Leggo

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 New team
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922 New Stockdale

WIOIRIKW EA'R

WORK & CASUAL WEAR
EMBROIDERY

Allmake Clothing
2/69 Chapel Street, Cowes 5951 9941

69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 1800 24 24 81

List your business here for only

$15 PER WEEK

ads@pisra.com.au

52-54 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

“ Service Centre
Phillip Island Tyre Service

101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointmentsTel 1800 24 24 81
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What election issues will get votes?

Wildlife protection, more off-
leash dog beaches, a community
pool and a weekly red bin collection
in peak periods have dominated a
community debate in the lead up to
the council election on October 24.

Island Voice - Phillip Island’s
peak lobby group for ratepayers —
asked its members what they would
like to see to improve the island.

About 70 members responded to
the online Facebook debate, with
some calling for better protection of
the environment and wildlife.

“I'd like to see more efforts put
towards our wildlife,” wrote Serra
Clisby, pointing to the sacrifices
made by volunteer rescuers.

“Things like permanent signage,
training volunteers, and an overnight
phone contact. I’d like our council to
help look after the wildlife.”

Heather Hammonds agreed, say-
ing there needed to be more educa-
tion for both residents and visitors,
“more rangers too please”.

Sally Kirsch called for a 24 hour
wildlife rescue and shelter, co-fund-
ed between Bass Coast Shire and the
Nature Parks, as well as a roll-out of
virtual fencing, currently being tri-
alled on the Cowes-Rhyll Road.

Island Voice secretary Linda Mar-
ston replied that as Nature Parks
“make a large amount of money
from their supposed stewardship of
our wildlife”, that organisation was
“morally obligated” to look after
wildlife, with an animal hospital a
potential tourist attraction.

At the same time Sally Kirsch said
all off-lead dog beaches should be
preserved and more added.

“With over 90km of coastline,
only 800m of beach where we’re
allowed to run our four-legged
family members off lead is not
enough,” Sally said.

“We should open up some current
on lead beaches to be off lead.”

Susan Leenaars agreed: “I just
want to be able to walk my dog off-

More needs to be done to look after injured wildlife on Phillip Island, according to an online pre-election discussion.

leash on a beach. This is such an
important aspect to many residents’
quality of life.”

Cheryl Owens said off-leash
beaches should have disabled ac-
cess, bins and doggie bag dispens-
ers, with upgraded fenced dog parks.

However, some highlighted the
ongoing debate around dogs’ im-
pact on beach wildlife, with some
suggesting cats did more damage
to wildlife and a review on current
feline laws was required.

While Cheryl said “it would be
great if dogs were not treated like
spawn of Satan”, she understood the
need to keep dogs away from nest-
ing plovers.

Bins

Paul Zennaro called for weekly red
bin collection in the peak periods.

“I know about 20 people who will
base their vote on that single issue,”
Paul said.

Former Phillip Island Shire coun-
cillor John Matthews replied the
problem was Bass Coast Shire had a
signed contract with contractors not
allowing for peak period variations.

“Request your ward councillor to
raise it in council and ask new can-
didates to commit to sorting out the
issue,” John said.

Paul replied: “council needs to
change the contract and act in the
best interests of the community.”

Susan Leenaars suggested a sec-
ond contractor could be employed
for peak bin collection or a rubbish
levy charged to those renting holi-
day accommodation.

Sports hub

Many in the online forum agreed
the long-anticipated community pool
should be a top priority, as well as the
proposed sports hub on the corner of
Phillip Island and Ventnor roads.

Brendan Cashman said council
needed to deliver on the promised
regional skate park, and create a
bike path on Coghlan Road.

Mick Flower said spending money
on “rubbish” such as the Cowes Cul-

tural Centre upgrade was “a joke
before spending money on a pool”.
“Just like that ridiculous town
square (Olive Justice Place) - the
answer to a question no one asked -
and the (jetty triangle) upgrade out
the front of the old Isle of Wight,”
Mick wrote. “The people of Phillip
Island and San Remo need a pool
and have needed a pool for decades.”
He added that Wimbledon Heights
also needed facilities for children too.
Sonya Robinson asked why it
has been so difficult for successive
councils to build a pool.
“Let’s see if we can really do
something about it in the next elec-
tions,” she wrote.

Development, business

Jo Standaar called for a stop to any
futher development on the island.

“It is already at a stage of overde-
velopment and it needs to stop before
it becomes completely out of balance
with the areas of green spaces and
conservation left,” Jo said.

Trish Cerini said traders needed
to be consulted.

“Support our businesses and peo-
ple will come,” Trish commented.

Jean Ashley Leeson said Thomp-
son Avenue shopping precinct need-
ed a makeover.

“It looks very dated and run down.
Sorrento or Mornington main
streets could provide some ideas,”
she said.

Anne Murphy agreed saying there
should be a presentation code for shops.

“Thompson Avenue is really in
need of an upgrade. Some business
premises have not had a paint job in
50 years.

“Lift your game Wonthaggi Coun-
cil, Bass Coast Shire.”

Thaess White suggested ramps
should replace stairs for wheel-
chairs at beaches.

“Stairs are incredibly dangerous.
The couple of ramps onto the beach
are always knee-deep in sand.”

Bass Coast Shire Council postal election
Your council, your vote

[ ]
ped@Biiy

BASS
COAST

Vote by post this October

Voting

Ballot packs will be mailed to voters enrolled in the Bass Coast

Request an early postal vote

To apply for an early postal vote, contact the Election Manager
from Wednesday 23 September 2020 on 1300 108 284 and

Shire Council election from Tuesday 6 October 2020. Return

your completed ballot material by mail ASAP or hand-deliver
it to the Election Manager by the close of voting at 6 pm on

Friday 23 October 2020.

If you will be away

If you will be away when ballot packs are mailed, or

make an application. You must provide a valid reason.

How to nominate as a candidate

Candidate requirements have recently changed. To nominate

as a candidate, you must:

 be an Australian citizen and enrolled on the voters’ roll for

Bass Coast Shire Council AND

your address has changed since Friday 28 August 2020,

you can request for your ballot pack to be redirected by

writing to:

Election Manager

Bass Coast Shire Council election

¢/~ Victorian Electoral Commission

Level 11, 530 Collins Street
Melbourne VIC 3000

To nominate, complete the nomination form and lodge it with

* be eligible to become a councillor should you be elected AND

* have completed the mandatory candidate training before
lodging your nomination with the Election Manager.

Island Ward
Councillors: 3

Western Port
Ward
Councillors: 3

the Election Manager together with the $250 nomination
fee. Nomination forms can be lodged by appointment during
business hours from Thursday 17 September 2020 until

12 noon on Tuesday 22 September 2020 at:

.

PANG LANG

CORINELLA

WONTHAGGI
INVERLOCH,

Bunurong Ward
Councillors: 3

Online candidate information session

Alternatively, you can email your request to:
redirections@vec.vic.gov.au

Please include the address for redirection. Each voter

requesting redirection must sign their request.

Requests for redirection must be received by
Thursday 17 September 2020.

Large print and braille ballot papers

Large print or braille ballot papers are available for voters
who are blind or have low vision—please register by

Tuesday 15 September 2020. To register, call (03) 8620 1222
during business hours.

Old Post Office, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi

Visit vec.vic.gov.au for more information and to pre-complete
your nomination form using the online Candidate Helper. The
online Candidate Helper will be available from

Thursday 3 September 2020.

If you use the online Candidate Helper, print your
pre-completed form and make an appointment to lodge it with
the Election Manager along with the nomination fee.

Call the Election Manager from Wednesday 16 September
2020 on 1300 108 284 to make a nomination appointment.

vec.vic.gov.au | 131 832

For enquiries in languages other than English call our interpreting service:

@electionsvic 0 ’

* (KOICT 9209 0190 Amharic * 4 ,¢ 9209 0100 Arabic - Bosanski 9209 0191 Bosnian + 3% 9209 0101 Cantonese + Hrvatski 9209 0102 Croatian * ¢,+ 9209 0193 Dari

+ Dinka 9209 0119 Dinka + EAAnvika 9209 0103 Greek - Italiano 9209 0104 Italian « fg: 9209 0192 Khmer « 8t=30{ 9209 0194 Korean + MakegoHcku 9209 0105 Macedonian
« BIEE 9209 0106 Mandarin + s, 9209 0195 Persian + Pycckuit 9209 0196 Russian + Cpncku 9209 0107 Serbian - Soomalii 9209 0108 Somali « Espaiiol 9209 0109 Spanish
+ Tiirkge 9209 0110 Turkish « Viét-n @ 9209 0111 Vietnamese * All other non-English languages 9209 0112

Authorised by W. Gately, AM, Electoral Commissioner, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the VEC’s recorded candidate
information session can be streamed online from

Thursday 3 September 2020 complemented by state-wide
interactive candidate seminars based on the information video.
To watch the information session or find out how to join an
online interactive seminar, visit vec.vic.gov.au

Nominations close
12 noon Tuesday 22 September

State-enrolled voters can register for free VoterAlert
SMS and email reminders at vec.vic.gov.au

Victorian
Electoral
Commission
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Changing of the guard at Island Voice

The AGM of Island Voice on Au-
gust 28 saw Peter Paul elected as
president and Nyree Davis as Vice
President.

Run by the Phillip Island Progress
Association, Island Voice is non-po-
litical and lobbies all levels of gov-
ernment about projects and issues
important to local people.

This year, because of COVID-19 re-
strictions the group’s AGM was run
online.

The outgoing president, Jason
Cameron said the year had been a
challenging one.

Although describing the island as
being a “long way from the deadly
trouble and strife” he said it was still
“feeling the effects of the pandemic”.

“Our visitor economy is on its knees.
Businesses are just holding on.”

Jason said the first year of Island
Voice saw a new executive and a
new committee bedded down, after
the Stand Alone campaign officially
ended, with the group refocusing its
energy on lobbying for better out-
comes for Phillip Island.

With 3200 Facebook followers, the
group was well placed to air the is-
sues concerning the local community.

“The high level of dissatisfaction
with Bass Coast Shire Council contin-
ued,”’he said, noting that the current cli-

mate“was not one conducive to trust”.

Mentioning the corruption allega-
tions at Casey and the dismissal of
South Gippsland Council, Jason said:
“Bass Coast Council is not corrupt or
dysfunctional, just plain arrogant.”

However, he praised the recent line
up of councillors and described the
arrival of new CEO Ali Wastie as an
improvement.

“Everything is getting better, but
the bar was set pretty low.”

Jason outlined important issues
where council could have performed
better, including the car ferry con-
sultation, Wimbledon Heights land
purchase, redevelopment of the Cul-
tural Centre (including the lack of
consultation around the demolition
and the abandoned lease proposal
with PINP), the “secret” contract with
Wonthaggi Recyclers and the Cowes
Jetty Triangle, which he described
as a “monument to mediocrity and
small-thinking”.

All these issues could have been
diffused by better communication
and more transparency, he said.

Jason also voiced his personal
support for the new Cultural Cen-
tre —“just show us the plans, please”,
as well as outlining the benefits of a
small car ferry.

He also urged people to continue to

support the Advertiser, saying more
than ever the community needed to
support independent journalism and
free speech.

Incoming president Peter Paul
thanked Jason for his commitment
to Island Voice.

“I treasure your friendship and ap-
plaud the work you have done, and I
thank you, on behalf of other members
of Island Voice and the community.”

Peter said Jason’s farewell address
provided a good summary of where
the group was at and clearly spelt
out a way forward.

The meeting confirmed Linda
Marston as Secretary and Peter Mc-
Mahon as Treasurer.

Ken Hailey, Ron Day, Cheryl Over-
ton, Greg Mead and Dave Scrase
were all welcomed to the committee.

Peter McMahon urged anyone else
interested in representing the island
to nominate for the committee, as a
number of vacancies remained.

“I implore everyone to come and
join the management committee,” he
said.

“If we can speak for all groups
across this island, it makes us a force
to be reckoned with.”

Anyone interested in joining can
contact Island Voice at www.face-
book.com/phillipislandvoice

Ocean Reach sure can!

Phillip Island’s Ocean Reach
Brewery made it to the Top 10
at this year’s GABS Can Design
Awards.

The awards celebrate the very
best in craft beer can designs
across Australia.

Ocean Reach came in at num-
ber eight with the design for
their Tropical XPA can, one of the
brewery’s seasonal releases.

The rainforest inspired design
by Jessie Jungalwalla and Emily

Bourke of Craft Instinct
features toucans nestled
in a luscious leafy back-
ground. Colour splashes
represented the tropical
fruit flavours of the beer.

Although the top spot
was taken out by Little
Bang Brewing, Ocean
Reach made it to the
final 10 from the 120
breweries that entered
the awards.

Worm farms are part of the school’s composting program

Newhaven College’s sustainable journey

Craft beer devotees
voted for their favourite
design, with the 10 fa-
vourites then assessed
by a panel of brand and
design experts.

As a shortlisted brew-
ery Ocean Reach re-
ceived a product in-
novation design and
manufacture  package
with Opal Speciality
Packaging.

A cyclist was knocked off their bike on Thompson Avenue in recent weeks,
leading to calls for improved safety on the main thoroughfare

Cowes bike safety debated

Bass Coast Shire councillors have
unanimously voted to support im-
proved bike safety in Cowes’ main
street, despite disagreeing on the
solutions.

Cr Michael Whelan moved a no-
tice of motion calling for a review of
safety on Cowes’ main thoroughfare
and a new bike path between cars
and the pavement.

The motion comes after a cyclist
was knocked from their bike on
Thompson Avenue in recent weeks,
with police and ambulance attending.

“It’s dangerous. Let’s do some-
thing before we go to a funeral with
a letter of apology,”he said.

Cr Whelan said the location of the
bikeway at the rear of angled park-
ing was “a recipe for disaster”.

“I have discussed this with council
officers and there is a clear need for
a new approach that puts the bike

path beside the footpath between
the curb and the parked cars,” he
said, adding this was mooted in the
Cowes Activity Centre Plan follow-
ing community consultation.

However while Cr Stephen Fullar-
ton supported the “sentiment”he said
practically it was “difficult”.

“The problem is it’s a very, very
expensive alteration because the cy-
press trees are there,” he said.

“It’s only possible to put a path on
the other side of the trees and that is
a massive alteration.”

Cr Whelan said Totally Renewable
Island’s new safe cycling strategy
called for action to make cycling
safe and accessible on Phillip Island.

“What is needed is an urgent re-
view of the safety of the current cy-
cling infrastructure and a clear plan
implemented to make cycling safe,
Cr Whelan said.

Sustainable systems are part of Newhaven
College’s commitment to the environment.

Three years ago, the College installed a
243kW solar system, with 760 panels roof-
mounted on several buildings. The result? A
saving of over 40-tonnes of greenhouse emis-
sions each year.

The College has also installed rainwater
tanks to capture its own water using it for the
school toilets. A grey water system is used
to water the sporting ovals and excess storm
water is filtered through the wetlands area.
Recently 5000 wetland specific plants were
planted to create a future haven for local birds
and wildlife.

The College has now introduced a new four
bin system as an efficient and sustainable
means of managing the school’s waste.

Organic bin waste will be used in the College
worm farms as approximately 80 per cent of
the school’s waste is organic matter. Keeping
the waste onsite for composting will signifi-
cantly reduce the amount of waste being sent
to landfill.

The other bins will manage the school’s pa-
per, general waste and recycling. The new four
bin system will see waste stations strategically
located around the school.

A college spokesperson said students will
also be encouraged to follow more sustainable
practices in their food packaging choices and
the way they use their learning materials.

“The end goal is for all students to aim to
bring ‘nude food’ or to take home their own
food packaging.”

Signage, presentations at assembly and
home group activities will help the students
transition to the new system, develop new
habits and create momentum for a positive
change.
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Use social media
to follow, like and
tag businesses

Write a positive review
online. Share your
recommendation

with your family

and friends

Be considerate
of businesses and

e BASS
COAST

How to back your local businesses
during the COVID-19 restrictions
Bass Coast locals are strong supporters of local businesses and

traders. Here are some ideas of how you can help and continue to
give them your backing.

Order online or
over the phone

S

Sign up to
businesses’
e-newsletters for
updates and offers

Support businesses
by purchasing a gift

traders who have

| voucher that you

to temporarily close

can use later

facebook.com/businessinbasscoast
business.support@basscoast.vic.gov.au
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Dark days for dance

Covid restrictions have hit dance
studios hard, with 92 per cent of stu-
dio owners worried their businesses
won'’t survive through to next year.

A new report from Ausdance Victo-
ria, the state’s peak body has raised the
alarm, saying more support is needed.

Rowena Campbell, who runs the
popular Phillip Island Dance Studio
said like many dance schools across
the state, they were suffering.

But she was loath to complain.

“So many people here have lost
work, I’'m not the only one.”

Like community sports clubs, the
closure of a local dance school has a
big impact on a community.

According to AusSport, dance is
the second most popular activity for
girls in Victoria, with over 150,000
children attending weekly classes
(ABS 2016).

The Phillip Island school, which
has over 100 students, closed in
March just before the first lockdown
was put in place.

“It was all just unknown and scary,’
said Rowena.

“People were very stressed. Because
we’re non-essential, we were the first
to get shut down and last to reopen.”

She said with parents already
struggling with homeschooling, the
studio took term two off and con-
centrated on reopening when the re-
strictions lifted.

“Emotionally and mentally it was
hard for me too. Normally I danced
for 25 hours a week.”

When she finally got the green
light, the re-opened classes ran for
just three weeks before the current
lockdown.

»

“The three weeks we had face to
face were amazing,” Rowena said.

“The students were very emotion-
al. It was where they wanted to be.”

All up, the studio has only been
able to open for fifty days, or ten
weeks, this year.

While she’s been able to retain all
her students so far, Rowena is con-
cerned about what will happen if the
school is not able to reopen during
term four.

“If we can’t reopen, or we keep
getting shut down, the school will go
down to small numbers.”

Zoom in

Rowena is now running zoom
classes for her students and says the
decision not to go online during term
two has worked in her favour.

“I'm hearing about Melbourne
schools losing students after two
terms on zoom.

“We've only got six students un-
able to do the (online) classes due to
family commitments. Parents have
really embraced it.”

She believes the classes are vital
for the students’ mental health.

“I have been really concerned
about them, and I worry about the
senior students.

“My Year 12s have been through a
lot. For them, it’s time out from ex-
ams and study, a chance to focus on
something different.”

“I think there’s been a huge impact
on all the students. Dance is an out-
let for creativity, mental health and
fitness.

“So far, we’'ve only done three
weeks of zoom and I'm hoping we

100 students attend the dance studio, which has only been able to operate

for 50 days this year.

What?
A duck!

Do you recognise this creature?

Photographer Katrina Lawrence
snapped this Musk Duck on Phil-
lip Island recently.

These strange and almost en-
tirely aquatic critters are listed as
vulnerable in Victoria.

Dr Peter Dann from Phillip Is-
land Nature Parks said there are a
few places on the island where the
ducks regularly occur and breed.

Birdlife Australia describes the
Musk Duck as the “strangest-look-
ing of Australia’s waterfowls”.

The birds are excellent divers and
find the majority of their food un-
derwater, mainly feeding on aquatic
insects, crustaceans, snails, shell-
fish, fish and frogs ... and some-
times ducklings!

Male Musk Ducks fan their tail
out - a collection of long stiff
feathers — as part of their mating
display. The large bulbous lobe of
skin under the male duck’s bill in-
creases in size at the start of the
breeding season.
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The Phillip Island Dance Studio has been hit hard by Covid restrictions.
Owner Rowena Campbell said the studio has “fallen through the cracks”in

terms of government support.

can reopen soon.

“It’s been an emotional time. When
I shut in term two, I really missed
the kids. Seeing them face to face, or
even online - it’s just been beautiful.”

Money’s tight

As a sole-trader, Rowena has not
been able to access any government
grants to help keep the business
running.

To date, the online lessons have
been free, with no families invoiced
since term one.

She’s used her savings to fund the
school and is currently surviving on
JobKeeper.

“I've missed out on any govern-
ment grants, mainly because I'm a
sole trader and I don’t employ any-
one. A little bit of government help
would have made a big difference.”

She also missed out on the grants
handed out by Bass Coast Shire Council.

“When I rang up originally for
the first round of council grants, I
felt I had a strong case for keeping
students engaged for parents who
couldn’t afford fees,” she said.

Originally the business grants were
supposed to run over two rounds.

Male Musk Ducks have a large lob of skin hanging under their bills. Pho-

to Katrina Lawrence.
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“I was advised to wait and apply in
the next round for help with perfor-
mances. But they gave all the money
away. Now the next round is for not-
for-profits, so we can’t apply.”

Although the Phillip Island Dance
Studio has operated for over 20
years, Rowena only took over the
business 18 months ago.

Originally operated by Bass Coast
Ballet School, Rowena taught at the
school for more than 16 years.

Then in January 2019 with just two
weeks’ notice, Bass Coast Ballet an-
nounced it was closing the Cowes studio.

Within a week, Rowena made the
decision to take over the school, rath-
er than leaving one hundred students
and their families with no teacher.

At the time, she told the Advertis-
er:“I didn’t plan on starting my own
studio because I loved the mission
of the school, where all money goes
back to teaching.

“But it’s not fair to leave kids here
without classes. I want to let them
know they’re not abandoned.”

The new school continued to oper-
ate on a not-for-profit basis, to keep
fees low.

“] started the business with no

backing, with no money,” Rowena
said.

“People think this is an old busi-
ness because the school has been
around for over 20 years. But it’s
actually very new. I've only worked
here for five terms.”

The fledgling business has no fi-
nancial buffer and had already paid
the full year’s insurance and music
fees when Covid hit.

“I hope the insurers are going to
give us a bit of a refund, or at least a
discount for next year. I also believe
One Music (the governing body for
music), is going to put a hold on their
fees, but I haven’t heard anything yet.

Rowena said generally dance stu-
dios were falling through the cracks.

“It has been a struggle to get the
government to recognise dance
schools.They’re classed as big gyms.’

Future plans

Despite the Covid uncertainty, Ro-
wena is working on ways to present
the school’s Alice In Wonderland
end-of-year performance.

As well as a way to showcase the
students’ achievements, the annual
concert is a key fundraiser.

“I'm not sure how that will look -
but we do have beautiful beaches to
dance on if we have to socially dis-
tance,”she said.

“Or if we can’t go to the theatre, we
will film in our hall. My main aim is
to do something with the students.
As long as they are in costume and
have something to work towards.”

With five different plans under
consideration, covering the cost of
the costumes is a major concern.

Parents pay a $40 fee for costumes
each year, but that usually doesn’t
cover the full cost.

“I'd be more relaxed if I had cos-
tume suppliers,” Rowena admitted
and said she was looking at ways to
recycle costumes from last year.

“I'just need to get them to the concert.

“I've got children that love to
dance. It’s their outlet, it’s their men-
tal health. Children dance because
they want to dance and they’re all
there because they love it.”

While it’s impossible to predict what
will happen in the coming months,
Rowena said she will keep dancing.

“I'm just hoping we can open back
up and we can survive somehow
through to next year and be in a dif-
ferent place.

“At the end of the day, I am a dance
teacher and that’s what I do. If we
have to start from scratch that’s
what we have to do.”

A new handrail is being installed on the eastern side of the pier and the
walkway will be upgraded with new asphalt.

Cowes Jetty upgrade

The $1.4 million upgrade to the
Cowes Jetty to improve accessibility
and reinstate emergency vehicle ac-
cess continues.

Work includes pile repair works
and offsite fabrication of steel cross-
head support beams. Crews are also
working on the northern low landing
to improve low tide access for the
ferry and other vessels.

Improvements include a new hand-
rail on the eastern side of the pier and
new asphalt on the jetty walkway.

Once complete, the upgrades will al-
low easier access to the jetty for emer-

gency vehicles. Steel crosshead sup-
port beams will strengthen the jetty
and allow for higher load capacity.

The jetty will remain open
throughout construction, as many
of the improvements are focused on
strengthening underneath the jetty.
Fishing, walking, and boating from
the jetty will continue, along with
the available ferry services.

The project is funded through the
Better Boating Fund in the 2019/20
state budget.

For more information, go to better-
boating.vic.gov.au.



“WELL DONE.
VERY EASY TO USE!”

- JANE, SILVERLEAVES

“REALLY NICE WEBSITE.
I’'M IMPRESSED!"

- JAMIE, MELBOURNE

“WOW, IT'S VERY

ATTRACTIVE.
YOU SHOULD BE PROUDY”

- LAUREN, COWES

“LOVING ALL THE
EXTRA FEATURES”

- DAVE, SAN REMO

IT SEEMS YOU'RE ENJOYING
OUR NEW WEBSITE

Go see what all the fuss is about: www.pisr
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It's F'ather's Day.

Happy Father’s Day David Kelsey. From Max and Joe, (pictured snorkelling with David in Fiji.)
“There are so many things we love about our dad. He is loyal, caring and wise.
We especially love watching movies together and going on family holidays.”
David works as a student wellbeing teacher at Cowes Primary School. In his spare time, he
loves watching movies, playing video games and going on adventures with his family.

Happy birthday
Strachan James, from

Hunter (4) and Kalani (2).

"Our dad is the best, and these are
the things we love about him:

He gives good cuddles and kisses,
he is better than any dad, and he

plays silly games with us.

Love Hunter and Kalani.”
Strachan, who loves surfing and

Happy
Father’s Day Max

Koumba, from your daughter
14-month-old Jones.

Max and Jones love going to the
playground, swimming lessons and playing
in the garden together.

With mum Jill, the family settled in Sunderland

Bay after moving to the island six months ago
after living in San Francisco and Sydney.
Max is originally from Gabon, in Africa and is
teaching Jones English and French, which is his
first language. He works in sales and loves
soccer and enjoying a beer with the boys.
Jones is his first child, and she
keeps him very busy with her
adventurous spirit and love
of climbing.

golf, lives in Cowes and works
in civil construction.

Happy Father’s Day Dave Heywood.
"We would like to tell our daddy how much
we love him for Father’s Day. Thank you
daddy for making us laugh every day and

Happy Father’s Day Simon Orr,
from your daughter Milla.
Milla says she loves her daddy “because

playing with us. we do funnv thi
o y things and he takes me out on H Father's D
Youare a greart1 COI? ke|: dad?y. We_ loveh the boat and makes me great snacks. apggrisaLozrgsé ay
you sooooo much. Thank you for being the Happy Father's Day Dad!" o ol Logan. Aiden
and Lucas.

best daddy ever!! Love your girls Charlotte,
Matilda & Lucy xoxo”
Dave and his young family live in Cowes.
He enjoys running, cooking and especially
exploring his island home.

Help Dad check off his bucket list -

Simon is CEO for a global marketing company
called Zinc, so his job involves taking care of
all the team members and making sure they
are having a great time at work so they can
do their jobs well. This suits him because he
is genuinely a caring guy that loves helping
people, says his wife Tina. “Outside of work,
he loves nothing more than his family. As
well as being a great dad to Milla, he is a
wonderful son to his mum Claire who also

lives here on Phillip Island, and a great brother,

uncle and nephew to his own uncles.
And a good husband to me,” says Tina.
He loves gardening and is teaching Milla

What makes our dad great?
Chloe (17): He's always there for us no matter
how hard his day has been.
Logan (13): He drives us to Pakenham and further
for rugby training/games.

Aiden (11): He's not strict and has lots of patience.
Lucas (4): He watches Moana with me.
Chris works for Bass Coast Shire in their
outdoors team. He plays masters (over 35s)
and coaches under 11s for Pakenham Eels
rugby league team. He's turning 40
next week and in his spare time is
teaching Chloe to drive.

Happy Father’s Day Neil Wolfenden.
From your daughter Amy.
“I love my dad because ... he is the best
role model. He is kind, understanding,
hardworking, never judges and is always
there when you need him.”
Neil Wolfenden (67) is enjoying retirement
after running a Cowes caravan park for
many decades.
He is enjoying having the time to

everything he knows. He also loves living at the
beach - he's a member of Cowes Yacht Club
and says Cowes beach is the best beach in the
world. He enjoys exploring the island by boat
and taking Milla out on the stand-up paddle
board. She is a true water baby, so this love of
the beach is clearly in her genes.

get out on the water in his
Online anytime yacht and loves spending time
Valid for 3 years with his grandkids.

www.pih.com.au
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It's F'ather's Day.

Happy Father’s Day
Brendan Cashman from Finn,
Jasper and Kai.

“Our dad, Brendan (aka Cashy) is the
best!! He takes us to every sporting
commitment we have, he encourages
us, he pushes us and he is soooo

Happy Father’s Day Joe Thompson, from your daughters Mia and Lucy.
"Happy Father’s Day to our wonderful Dad (who is a little camera shy). We love
you dad because you always make us laugh and you make us very happy. . :
“We love when we go on bike rides, you play on the trampoline with us, and when funny. Our" dad throwz hlmkself Lty tl;le
we go on adventures together. Thank you for always being there for us, we love St AL e i ) [Tzl ae el (2

you so much. You're the best Daddy ever!” as we grow so much better! He
does everything for us and we

love him for that.”

Happy Father’s Day Peter Bryan from your daughter Kylie.
“Peter Bryan is my hero. Life has thrown him some curveballs,
but he takes every day with strength and courage. Dad is always
there to lend a hand and offer advice when we need. Happy Father's
Day. Love you Dad. Kylie xx”
Peter, who lives in Cowes and has managed Palm Lake Resort with
his wife Leah for 11 years, retired recently because of a prostate cancer
diagnosis. His daughter Kylie describes him as a most loving father “always was and
always will be” with family the most important thing in his life.

Happy
Father's Day

Charles Tuchtan, from Oscar.
“I love my dad because he is all mine!
| enjoy play fighting with him, beating
him at basketball, swimming in the surf, and
going to the footy together. Just don't tell him
| sneak his lollies from his car!” says 10-year-old
Oscar Tuchtan, of Cape Woolamai.
Charles lectures in Organisational Behaviour at
Holmesglen and is studying a psychology degree
at present. As the Director who looks after the
Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club Nippers
program, he is busy liaising with Life Saving
Victoria at the moment working out what
a modified Nippers program might
look like for Phillip Island

this summer.
Happy
Father’s Day
Madu Wijesing.
“You are the best Daddy in the

world. Happy Father's Day.
Happy Father’s Day Daniel McGinley from your Love you so much,” from loving
brand-new daughter one-week old Neave. ~ daughter Venus.
“Happy 1st Father’s Day Dad! Thank you for Maduis, from 5.3!" Remo, works as a
being the most incredible dad a little girl could chef at the Phillip Island Adventure
ask for, you always make me smile and | love Resort. His most favourite thing is
you with all my heart! Love, Neave.” travelling with family. His family
Daniel is a primary school teacher at describe h'm as a lovely and
Korumburra Primary School. He's grown up caring dad. DAD WOULD LOVE A
on Phillip Island playing for the Phillip Island ERESH SEAFOOD PILATTER
Football Club, surfing and enjoying everything CO\D CATLIED IO Py AN
the island lifestyle has to offer. He is the proud FOR FATFIER™S DAY!
new father of Neave Rose McGinley, born on
August 20 and he is absolutely smitten already!
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Big tech grant for
virtual meetings

The state government has given
a $99,932 grant to Bass Coast Shire
Council to help with its technology
needs.

The funding is part of the $3.8
million 2020 Rural Councils ICT In-
frastructure Support Program, de-
signed to help rural councils with
the costs imposed by COVID-19 re-
strictions on public gatherings and
workplaces.

The Local Government Minister,
Shaun Leane said rural councils had
adopted remote working conditions

and virtual meetings to keep essen-
tial services running, continue con-
sulting with communities and mak-
ing decisions.

“We know remote working and
virtual meetings have posed some
IT challenges for rural councils like
Bass Coast Shire Council. We'’re
very pleased to be able to help them
overcome this through this funding
package.”

Member for Bass, Jordan Crugnale
said the grant will help the council
to run virtual meetings and continue

engaging with the community dur-
ing the Coronavirus pandemic.

“Bass Coast Shire Council has
done fantastic work for its communi-
ty throughout the pandemic and it’s
great the state government has been
able to support them in this way.

“As we move into recovery from
the pandemic, Bass Coast Shire
Council will have an important role
to play for our community and we’re
making sure they have the tools they
need to do the job,” Ms Crugnale
said.

Homelessnhess on the rise

A petition calling for affordable
housing for the homeless was ta-
bled at the August Bass Coast Shire
Council meeting.

The petition was signed by 86 peo-
ple and called on the shire to fund
transitional housing in the 2020 bud-
get, encourage developers to make a
percentage of developments acces-
sible and affordable.

It said crisis accommodation from
SalvoCare Eastern had increased by
47 per cent since 2016 and in 2018/19
SalvoCare Eastern assisted 778 peo-
ple experiencing significant finan-
cial difficulties.

The petition added that in Bass
Coast and South Gippsland in
2018/19, SalvoCare Eastern turned
away 769 people.

“Many private rentals are not af-
fordable for people on benefits, due
to the low level of Newstart and ris-
ing coasts of utilities,” the petition
stated.

Councillors agreed the petition
would inform the shire’s Bass Coast
Housing Strategy, included in the
2020/21 budget, to identify suitable
land and the needs of the community.

Hits and misses in past four years

The penultimate Bass Coast Shire
council meeting before October’s
local government elections saw
councillors celebrate — and commis-
erate — four years of successes and
failures.

The councillor post-mortem came
during two agenda items, the four-
year review of the Phillip Island and
San Remo Visitor Economy Strategy
2035 and the four year snapshot of
the Economic Development Strat-
egy 2016-2021.

Cr Pam Rothfield - who is not
standing at the October election —
said their term had been positive,
up until this year.

“It’s a great story, but the ending
sucks,” she said.

Cr Rothfield said if the economic
snapshot had been in December,
when unemployment was lower,“we
really would have had something to
celebrate”.

“Now through no one’s fault un-
employment is at 11 per cent,” she
said, referring to the impact of the
pandemic on the local economy.

“We are the most effected council
in Gippsland because we are depen-
dent on tourism, the second most
dependent in the whole of Australia.

Cr Stephen Fullarton — who is also
not standing at the elections — said
one of the failures of the visitor
economy strategy was the lack of
action on the Cowes to Stony Point
car ferry, adding a car ferry could
have helped the economy in the
wake of Coronavirus.

Cr Geoff Ellis responded it was
positive the car ferry did not go

ahead as it was currently no longer
relevant, especially to international
tourists.

Cr Michael Whelan - the only Is-
land Ward councillor to renominate
— said the visitor economy strategy
“needs a new hair-do”.

“I think we have taken a narrow
approach to the visitor economy,
which has been good, but not resil-
ient,” he said.

Cr Whelan said key issues such
as public transport and safe cycling
around Phillip Island needed to be in-
cluded as part of tourism drawcards.

“This strategy is not dead, but a tart
up around the edges would be good.”

Cr Pam Rothfield agreed, saying
she hoped the next council would
“push for paths and trails to expand
nature-based tourism”.

Achievements

According to shire officers, some
of the other achievements in the
past year detailed in the two reports
include:

e a concept design completed for
the entrance to Phillip Island along
with additional designs for the
roundabouts at Cape Woolamai and
Back Beach Road, part of current
construction works;

e Input into Regional Roads Victo-
ria corridor and highway planning
across Phillip Island, (which some
residents fear will see four lanes
across the island);

e the start of the $1.4 million up-
grade to the Cowes jetty and the de-
sign and upgrade of the Rhyll jetty
has been completed with works

scheduled to commence in 2020-2021;

e Preparation of an Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage Study for the
shire to collect and manage infor-
mation about the heritage, tradi-
tions and stories of the Boon Wur-
rung people; and

e Development of the My Phillip
Island Tourism Ambassadors Pro-
gram completed and launched in
October 2019. Twenty-three busi-
nesses and 385 students have com-
menced training and are in the pro-
cess of receiving accreditation.

Cruise ships

The snapshot states one of the
achievements of the past year has
been working with the cruise ship
industry to promote visits to Phil-
lip Island, resulting in 14 cruise ship
visits in 2019-2020.

A further increase projected for
2020-2021 was on hold due to CO-
VID-19.

A shire spokesman said Federal
Government cruise ship restrictions
ban ships until at least September
17, this year.

“Most cruise lines have made their
own decisions to suspend sailings
for at least a further month,”he said.

“Phillip Island relies on cruise
ships being repositioned to Mel-
bourne from October until April
each year, to see regular visits to
our region.

“Although we have seen our
2020/21 season decline in scheduled
visits, we are still receiving booking
requests for 2021/22 season and be-
yond.”

Traffic slow as roundabout work continues

Asphalting work on the new
roundabout at Cape Woolamai
caused some delays for motorists
this week, as the project continues to
proceed ahead of schedule.

Traffic islands, lighting and new
pathways have all been installed.

Landscaping work is expected to
begin this week.

Sarah  Rhodes-Ward, Region-
al Director at the Department of
Transport said work was ahead of
schedule and was expected to be
completed by late 2020, instead of
early 2021 as originally planned.

The $10.5 million project at the in-
tersection of Phillip Island and Wool-
amai Beach roads includes a dual-
lane roundabout, new street lighting
and footpaths, relocated bus stops
and improved pedestrian access.

PAGE 14

Last week, asphalting work got underway at the new roundabout at

Cape Woolamai.
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Magician Dazzling Dan brought some magic to students at Newhaven Pri-
mary, with a special online performance.

A touch of magic

Newhaven Primary School has
treated students to some magic dur-
ing remote learning.

Teacher Robyn Smith organised
Dazzling Dan to perform an online
interactive show for the whole school,
including teaching kids a magic trick.

The show was organised to help
keep students connected.

“We are finding for remote and flex-
ible learning the second time around,
we really need to focus on engage-
ment for our students,”said Robyn.

“The wellbeing of our students and
their families is very important to us
and this is just one way we are keep-
ing them engaged.”

The online show certainly did the
trick, with children and parents re-
acting enthusiastically to Dazzling
Dan’s performance.

“We had lots of fun, and the students
interacted via audio,”said Robyn.

“Students could pick a card from
the deck and the magician predict-
ed which card they were going to
pick. They said the magic words and
waved their hands in front of the
screen to make magic happen.

“Then, at the end of the show, Daz-
zling Dan taught all the kids how to
make a card levitate in their hands
and everyone made them at home
while Dan instructed them.”

Students gave the show five-star
reviews.

“He taught me a magic trick I could
do myself and I couldn’t believe it. I
had a pencil and a car in a bag and I
twisted it and the pencil ended up on
the chair,” said prep student Ruben.

Leah, in grade 3 said her favourite
was the shopping trick:“I don’t know
how the magician made things ap-
pear at my house!”

Marli and Oliver, both in prep, also
said the shopping trick was the best,
while Jazzy (grade 4) said the mind-
reading act and the teleporting act
were “outstanding”.

For Jarvis (grade 4), not being able
to work out the ring trick made it
“feel magical”, while Billie in grade
3 said the ring trick was cool and the
show was “amazing”.

As many families struggle with the
second round of online learning, one
mum said the performance provided
a much-needed lift.

“My child really enjoyed the magic
show and art sessions this week. I
think it gave her a little boost - find-
ing motivation this time around has
been harder for her.”

Robyn said many of the students
were impressed to see Dazzling
Dan’s eight-year-old daughter Isa-
bella helping out.

“I think the kids were impressed
that someone their age could par-
ticipate in the show,” said Robyn.

“I really liked it when Isabella
came out of the box. It was amaz-
ing,” said Talia (grade 4).

“I'loved the teleporting trick when
Isabella made the ball go from her
pocket into an egg cup. She was re-
ally clever,”said Denver (grade 3).

The school also held an online art
lesson with local artist Karen Allen,
and a Japanese day with a variety of
activities families could enjoy together.

The school’s fundraising group
also arranged special Father’s Day
packages, as the usual Father’s Day
stall couldn’t go ahead.

“Everyone in our school commu-
nity is working hard to keep positive
during Remote and flexible learn-
ing,” Robyn said.

Boring policy or dictatorship?

Community responses to Bass Coast
Shire’s new governance policy have
been labelled as “hysteria”, “disgrace-
ful” and “offensive” by one Bass Coast
Shire councillor.

More than 20 submissions to the
Draft Governance Rules were submit-
ted by the public, including some who
were “concerned that council is extend-
ing its authority and control over the
community”.

However Cr Pam Rothfield said the
rules were an update on meeting proce-
dures, with new details including issues
such as disclosure of conflict of interest.

“This is a new document, but very
similar to the previous meeting proce-
dure in 2018,”she said.

“People in this community delight
in whipping up hysteria and offensive
claims, maybe to bolster their self es-
teem ... The remarks have been dis-
graceful, offensive and defamatory. It’s
absurd. One even suggested it was the
start of a dictatorship.”

Cr Geoff Ellis said he was “glad peo-
ple take governance so seriously they
send me emails at 10pm”.

A shire spokesperson said changes
were made to the draft Governance
Rules — which were open for comment
in July - following community feedback.

“Consultation with the mayor has
been included in setting the Council
agenda, the minimum number of peti-
tioners has been returned to three and
changes have been made to the Public
Question Time section. Other changes
in response to feedback have also been
included,”’the spokesperson said.

“In effect, the Governance Rules 2020
combine and update three existing doc-

uments; the Meeting Procedure Local
Law 2018, the Election Period Policy and
the Public Question Time guidelines.”

Transparent?

Meanwhile, Cr Les Larke described
the failure to consult with the commu-
nity on another of the shire’s bureau-
cratic documents - the Draft Public
Transparency Policy — as“ludicrous”.

The nine-page policy is mandated by
the state government and according to
Cr Rothfield is“very prescriptive”.

“Other councils will be adopting very
similar policies by September 1,’she said.

“It sets out what information is avail-
able to the public, how that informa-
tion can be accessed and categories of
information that may not be accessed.”

Cr Michael Whelan said it didn’t
need consultation “because of the na-
ture of the document”.

“But people like to feel they have
been consulted,”he said.

Cr Larke — who, with Cr Geoff Ellis
voted against adopting the policy - said
the shire was “underestimating” the
community in not making the docu-
ment public.

Cr Brown abstained.

An Island Voice spokesperson accused
the shire of being“tone deaf”in failing to
consult on the transparency policy.

“In other words, we don’t have to
consult you, therefore we won't,” the
spokesperson said.

“Could anything be less transparent?
A public transparency policy formulated
without public input is not a policy, it’s a
perversion of council’s responsibility to
the community it is meant to serve.”

www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/policies



The Bali-inspired rear area of the house is perfect for entertaining.

Perfect beach house/home

The perfect beach house/ home awaits. Nes-
tled in this quiet environment of Surf Beach
with excellent access to one of the best beach-
es of Victoria. Set over two levels there is am-
ple room for a large family or just perfect for
entertaining. Start the day on the north facing
deck and move to the Bali inspired rear area as
the day progresses. Unlimited holiday rental
potential. An inspection is a must.

Contact First National Phillip Island 5952 3922.

15 Seaview Crescent, Surf Beach,
$679,000.

The two-storey home in a quiet location at Surf
Beach, with easy access to one of Victoria’s
best baches.

There is ample room for a large family in this Plenty of room for entertaining or a large fam-
perfect beach house. ily in this perfect beach house or home.

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

URGENTLY NEED PROPERTIES FOR SALE

Lot | Rowena Road,
Sunderland Bay,

$730,000 to $760,000

Views and room to move. Create
your dream home on this stunning
setting, with water access and
privacy. The biggest decision would
be what to do, surfing, fishing or
just a swim. Enjoy the peace and
quiet and hide away.

VACANT
BLOCKWITH

VIEWS &
ROOMTO MOVE!

|15 Seaview Cresent,

Surf Beach, $679,000

The perfect beach house/ home
awaits. Nestled in this quiet
environment of Surf Beach with
excellent access to one of the surf
best beaches of Victoria. Set over
two levels there is ample room
for a large family or just perfect
for entertaining. Start the day on
the north facing deck and move to
the Bali inspired rear area as the
day progresses. Unlimited holiday
rental potential an inspection is

a must.

PERFECT BEACH HOUSE/HOME

39 Goodwood Drive,

Cowes, $559,000

Walk in and just enjoy all the
creature comforts you could re-
quire.This single level home is the
perfect start with two living areas,
the rear one flows to an outdoor
fire pit. Ideal for investment or
just move in.With the peace of
mind of the balance of new build
warranty.Walk to the beach and
take advantage of all Phillip Island
has to offer.

COMPLETE PACKAGE

LK00328AK

OPEN 7 DAYS
5952 3922

www.phillipislandfn.com.au

60 Thompson Ave, Cowes

and secluded location.

Positioned on a large corner allotment, the
Enjoy incredible water views from this private property is in a premium location in Sunder-

land Bay.

Seldom found and
highly sought after

Located within the heart of
Sunderland Bay at the end
of the road you will find this
private and secluded prime
location. The property enjoys
panoramic water views over
Sunderland Bay, that only a
handful of homes can obtain.

The house is positioned on a
large corner allotment of ap-
proximately 700m? offering
you more opportunities for a
possible subdivision (STCA).

This four-bedroom home
is due for some renovations
throughout to bring it up to
a standard to match its pre-
mium location.

Downstairs you will find
three bedrooms, a spacious liv-
ing room that opens onto the
front deck and a sizable bath-
room and separate toilet.

Up the stairs you will find
the kitchen and main lounge
room opening onto a deck to
take in those spectacular wa-

The upstairs Ritchen and lounge open out onto a deck with

spectacular water views

ter views. In addition to this
is another large bedroom and
bathroom.

The double car garage com-
plete with power is located at
the rear/side of the property.

This property offers it all at
an affordable price for the lo-
cation and what’s on offer.

ALEX SCOTT
BNDSTAFF /" _, 1986

22 DUNVEGAN CRESCENT,
SURF BEACH

$785,000

* 4 bed/2 bath

* Water views

* Popular Surf Beach location

2WATTLE CLOSE,
COWES

19 THE ESPLANADE,
COWES

| HEREWARD CLOSE,
COWES

$895,000

* 4 bed/2 bath

* Premium location

* North facing allotment of approx.
980m2

SPRING
IS ON OUR
DOORSTEP

CALL USTODAY FOR
FREE NO OBLIGATION
MARKET APPRAISAL.

1/20 THE ESPLANADE,
COWES

Call Alex Scott & Staff
Cowes on 5952 2633 today to
arrange your own private in-
spection or virtual tour.

$880,000
Four bedrooms, two bathrooms,
double garage.

29 CASTLECOMBE CIRCUIT,
COWES

$489,000

* Near new home, ready to move in
* 3 bed/2 bath

* Situated in Shoalhaven Estate

4WATTLE CLOSE,
COWES

5/2 OSBOURNE AVENUE,
COWES

so\P
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What are we thinking?

Psychologist Jeff Bond talks to the
Advertiser about what influences our
behaviour in the current pandemic.

Since the Coronavirus pandemic
was declared earlier this year, life for
Victorians has changed dramatically.

Bass Coast has endured two lock-
downs and the current Stage 3 re-
strictions are set to last until the
middle of September.

Aside from the health impacts, it’s
had a profound effect on people’s
mental health and psychological
well-being.

In Bass Coast, both lockdown an-
nouncements saw many in the com-
munity raise concerns about the
influx of visitors and people who
appeared to have disregarded the in-
struction to stay in their Melbourne
homes.

This had led to reports of confron-
tations on the street and many hos-
tile exchanges on social media.

Hoax and conspiracy theories have
also flourished, while some people
continue to deliberately flout the re-
strictions put in place to protect the
community.

So what is influencing the way
people behave? Are people not fol-
lowing the directives of the Chief
Health Officer because the messages
are confusing?

Cowes resident Jeff Bond has had
a long career as a psychologist and
said he is frustrated, but not sur-
prised by the reaction.

“For some, there is a bit of confu-
sion, because the rules vary, but I
don’t think anyone can claim ig-
norance. No one can say ‘I didn’t
know’.”

But he said people will interpret a
rule to suit their own current view

and what they want to happen.

“At a fundamental level, we hu-
mans are all selfish. We see and hear
what we want to, to support our own
positions.”

Jeff believes “unconscious bias”
- looking for an outcome that sup-
ports the position you hold - is a big
factor in the way people are reacting
to the pandemic.

“If you have thoughts or a mindset
that you believe in, you will look for
confirmation of that.”

He said safety concerns are also a
major factor.

“I understand why people want to
get away from Stage 4 lockdown, so
they come here.

“They want to look after themselves,
then their family. Their priorities come
first. It’s a survival thing in a way.”

For other people, a deep mistrust
of authority figures drives them to
ignore the regulations.

“These people deliberately make
the decision to find a loophole,” Jeff
said.

“Australia has a history of anti-au-
thoritarianism which still pervades
our culture. We call it larrikinism.
People saying, ‘we will make up our
own minds’, and we’re seeing plenty
of that.”

For a society that overall has expe-
rienced a high standard of living and
a lot of freedom, the restrictions of
the pandemic are hard for some to
adapt to, said Jeff.

One example is the “sovereign citi-
zen movement”, including refusing
to wear a mask.

“This doesn’t pass any reason-
able test. To say wearing a mask is
an infringement of human rights is a
joke,”said Jeff.

“These people are saying: I will do

J

Too many people are ignoring the restrictions for social distancing and
wearing masks. “At a fundamental level, we humans are all selfish,”said psy-

chologist Jeff Bond.

what I want to do and I don’t want
anyone to tell me otherwise.

“It’s dangerous and if we all did it,
we'd be in anarchy.”

Local concerns

Jeff said he’s concerned by the
number of people he sees in the com-
munity without a mask, and who are
continuing to visit their friends.

While it might be difficult, he
believes it is important to talk to
friends, neighbours and family if
they aren’t following the restrictions.

“Ithink it’s okay to say to someone,
do you realise what you are doing is
placing me at risk, or other people
around me? Do you understand the
rules around wearing masks?

{4

With numbers trending down in
Victoria and no active cases cur-
rently recorded in Bass Coast, now is
not the time to become complacent
warns Bass Coast Health CEO, Jan
Child.

“We must stay vigilant,”said Ms Child.

“] am adamant that it is too soon
to relax any rules. Our new way for-
ward will need to be cautious and
carefully planned. It will have to be
gradual and steady because having
made significant progress together
to curb the spread, we do not want
to find ourselves back at exactly the
same place we were.

“We want to do everything we can
to defeat the second wave properly,
and we need to do everything we can
to avoid a third wave.”

Ms Child said adhering to Stage 3
restrictions was the best way to re-
duce the likelihood of contracting
COVID-19.

“This includes staying at home
at every opportunity and avoiding
personal contact which is the key
source of community transmission.

“Avoid crowds; avoid lining up for
coffees; avoid anything that puts
you in touch with large numbers of
people.”

She said good hygiene was essen-
tial — washing your hands for at least
20 seconds with soap and warm wa-
ter, including the webbing of hands
and underneath fingernails.

“Practise physical distancing by
keeping at least 1.5m distance be-
tween you and others. DO NOT hug,
kiss and shake hands.

“When out in the community, avoid
touching things that others touch and
sanitise your hands wherever you can.”
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She urged people to familiarise
themselves with the symptoms of
COVID. These include fever, chills,
cough, sore throat, shortness of
breath, runny nose, and loss of sense
of smell or taste.

“If you have even the slightest hint
of being unwell, stay at home and

arrange to be tested, even with the
mildest of COVID-19 symptoms.”

Keep testing

Testing rates locally have fallen in
the past three weeks, from a peak at
the start of August, when BCH con-
ducted 1096 tests in one week. By
last week, that number had dropped
to 409.

Test numbers at the Phillip Island
Health Hub have also fallen dramati-
cally. In the first week of August, 165
tests were conducted at the Hub,
compared to 92 last week.

Premier Dan Andrews stressed
that testing was a critical part of the
strategy for dealing with Covid, say-
ing it gave the government a “more
complete picture of how much virus
is out there”.

He urged anyone with symptoms
to get a test as soon as the symptoms
appeared.

As of August 31, there were 154 ac-
tive cases in regional Victoria, with
2620 active cases in the state.

Lockdown relief?

The current lockdown and stage
3 restrictions will be in place until
September 13 and the Premier said
the government will release a re-
opening roadmap on September 6
outlining the steps for coming out of
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lockdown.

He spoke of establishing a “new
Covid normal” saying this could last
for months.

Any easing of restrictions for busi-
ness and industry would be based
on public health advice and four key
principles.

e ensuring physical distancing,
including following density require-
ments, making sure staff work from
home wherever possible, limiting the
total number of staff and customers
in an enclosed area, and stopping
carpooling

e wearing a face covering at all
times in the workplace and ensuring
full PPE is worn in high-risk settings

e requiring hygienic workplaces,
with high-touch points regularly
cleaned, staff regularly washing
their hands, and hand sanitisers
available for all staff and customers

e continuing to act quickly if staff
become unwell by having a strict
policy that supports them to stay
home and get tested, even if they
have mild symptoms. All places
of work need to have a plan to act
immediately if there is a confirmed
case and records must be kept of all
staff, customers and visitors.

The government has committed to
tailoring guidance to different indus-
tries and is encouraging workforce
bubbles wherever possible, to limit the
number of staff who have prolonged
and close contact with each other.

It is also recommending business-
es avoid lunch breaks and meetings
in enclosed spaces wherever pos-
sible and open windows and doors
rather than relying on recirculated
air conditioning.

“It can be difficult when you live in
aneighbourhood and you don’t want
to upset them. If it’s someone you
know - you have to weigh up the bal-
ance of preserving the relationship
or the safety issue. In these circum-
stances, I'd say safety is the priority.”

Despite all the government infor-
mation and medical research, Jeff
said there are “doubters out there
who still don’t believe this is real”.

“It doesn’t matter how much train-
ing I've got, there are some things I
can’t explain,”he said.

“But there is a role for people to step
in and do it in a reasonable way. Talk
about it, ask a question — do you really
understand how serious this is?”

He said young people were more
likely to flout the rules, in part because
of “maturation of cognitive processes”,
which means they don’t necessarily
understand the consequences.

“They think they’re invincible. They
do need to be reminded. But young
people aren’t the only ones, older
people are doing the same thing.

“Our brains do continue to mature
over time in a way that gives us a bet-
ter perspective. People with life-ex-
perience under their belt ought to be
able to make reasonable decisions.”

With local police reporting a large
increase in calls to the Police Assis-
tance Line (131 444), are we becom-
ing a nation of dobbers?

“I think dobber is a derogatory
term, which originally implied some
sort of personal gain from reporting
someone,” Jeff said.

“What we’re being asked to do
now is reporting. Here in a life and
death situation, in some cases it
makes sense to notify an author-
ity. It’s happening, it’'s dangerous.
That’s not dobbing in the true sense
of the word.

“Too many people are dying un-
necessarily and it’s wrong.”

Some local children have helped create Spoonville on Phillip Island.

Spoonville in Cowes

A novel idea that started overseas
during the first Coronavirus lock-
down has spread to Phillip Island.

It involves brightly painted wood-
en spoons and a little sign saying
Spoonville.

Here in Cowes, a Spoonville area
has been created on the foreshore
under a large cypress tree at the
end of Dunsmore Road by some lo-
cal mums and dads, with the aim of
putting smiles on faces during the
health pandemic.

And everyone is invited to join in.

The happy faces, cartoon charac-
ters, monsters, animals and other
creations peering up from the sand

Sip the jo

One community spirited customer
at the Phillip Island Coffee Co de-
cided to share some joy and inspire
fellow coffee-lovers to stay posi-
tive during the pandemic.

“A customer and member of the
Cowes community has left little
messages on some of our coffee lids.
Spreading smiles and joy with ev-
ery sip,” said a post on the popular
coffee café’s Instagram last week.
A coffee with an extra shot of opti-
mism could be just what’s in order.

have certainly attracted smiles from
passers by exercising on Stradbroke
Avenue, since “Spoonville” emerged
locally in the past few days.

The sign erected is a welcoming
one and reads as follows.

1. Spoonville welcomes new resi-
dents

2. Place your spoony person dur-
ing your daily exercise

3. Make sure any attached bits are
fastened. We don’t want to litter the
beach

And there’s a special appeal to dog
owners to ensure their canines are
under control when passing, for ob-
vious reasons.



Lockdown lowdown

The impact of this second lock-
down continues to ripple through
lives.

Like so many other families, Lisa
and Tim McLure of Smiths Beach are
again grappling with home school-
ing #2, with Angus, 10, in grade four
at Cowes Primary and Evie, six, in
grade one.

Border restrictions also mean they
have some new house guests.

“Last lockdown we got our new
ragdoll cat, Eric.

This lockdown we got two humans
and a dog.

Our neighbours were supposed to
move to Sydney this week for a new
business. When their lease finished
they were homeless, because they
couldn’t get over the border, and so
they put out an SOS.

We have a studio apartment down-
stairs and so they’re living with us
until they can go north.

We’re always taking someone in.
Once it was a couple of Argentinian
backpackers, then there was a girl in
her 20s who needed a place, and not
so long ago some Italians.

Luckily Eric and our dog Audrey
get on with their Staffy Solly.

Eric is so naughty, he likes to swing
off our pendant light.

Aside from that we’re settling into
a routine.

Home schooling this time round is
definitely better than the first lock-
down.

Last time we would run around
trying to figure it out and find things.
But this time - I suppose because
we’ve had that trial and error - it’s
much easier and free-flowing.

That’s what I'm hearing from oth-
ers too. We know what it’s all about
this second lockdown and also part-
ners have got on board.

Tim now has Mondays off work
while I go into the salon for the day.
Both our employers have been great
in letting us work around home
schooling.

Eric the ragdoll cat adds to the McLure family’s daily mayhem, enjoying

swinging off the pendant lamp.

The Kkids, too, have been fine go-
ing into it. It doesn’t bother them
because we’ve been here before,
whereas the first time round we were
a wreck.

Angus says he loves home school-
ing because he’s close to the fridge.

They miss their friends though.

For me it is also so much easier. I'm
coping much better this time around.
Last time I was swinging off a wine
bottle, but now I'm not drinking
I'm much more clear-headed every
morning. Now when I'm not coping
with home schooling, I exercise.

Having said that I have to re-invent
the wheel every day to get the kids

motivated.

They seem to take it in turns mess-
ing with my brain and by Friday
night I want to pull my eyeballs out.

One day I put a giant cookie in the
middle of the table and told them
that if they got all their work done
at the end of the day they could have
half each.

Then the next day it was $10 each.

Then I realised it’s not good to
teach them they will get a reward for
doing something they should be do-
ing anyway.

The first lockdown I was concerned
they were slipping behind. It’s not
just six weeks but this time a total of

Eric also likes to take part in Angus’ home schooling.

12 weeks out of the school year.

But they’re smart little things, even
though they pretend not to be.

Cowes Primary has been fantas-
tic, telling us when to turn up and
get packs for their schoolwork. With
maths and spelling we’re much more
on to it this time.

Getting them to exercise every
day is also a challenge, especially if
they’re on their iPads.

One day they joined me for a per-
sonal training session in the studio,
the next day was beautiful so we
went surfing, but then the next day
Angus had a fit when I suggested a
bike ride.

The worst part for me about the
second lockdown is that this week I
was meant to be in Newcastle to cel-
ebrate my dad’s 70th birthday.

He’s disappointed we’re not there,
but he told me he won’t turn 70 this
year. He’s putting it on hold because
2020 is not really a year. So he’ll stay
69 until we can get up there.

As horrible as Coronavirus is for
health care workers, and many are
doing it tough, I kind of like having
the kids around. I'm enjoying it.

Yes you can sit around being
grumpy about it all, but for me, if it
means having more time with my
family, I'm happy.”

San Remo family fined

A family from San Remo were
included in the police statistics on
Sunday for breaching the Covid re-
strictions.

Police reported the family - two
adults and three children - were
stopped at a vehicle checkpoint and
said the “driver stated he was pick-
ing up medication from his work
and they decided to get pizza in
Pakenham before heading home.”

Police asked why the whole family
had to attend and were told the “fam-
ily had to do everything together”.

Although Bass Coast is currently
under Stage 3 restrictions, the inci-
dent is a timely reminder that any-
one travelling into the lockdown
area must comply with Stage 4 re-
strictions.

Under Stage 4, you can only trav-

Take t

You should be tested if you dis-
play even the mildest symptoms,
including: fever, chills or sweats,
cough, sore throat, shortness of
breath, runny nose, or loss of
sense of smell or taste.

Testing is available at:

e Phillip Island Health Hub (24
hours a day). Call 5951 2100.

e Wonthaggi Hospital drive
through testing service is avail-

el up to 5km from your home and
only one person per household can
leave home to get necessary goods
and services. They can only leave
once a day.

Anyone travelling to the lock-
down area can only do so for one
of four reasons: shopping for es-
sential supplies, work or study if it
cannot be done from home, care-
giving and medical treatment.

The police reported a total of
192 fines issued in the previous
24-hours. This included 20 for fail-
ing to wear a face mask, 26 at ve-
hicle checkpoints and 69 for curfew
breaches.

14,569 vehicles were checked at
the vehicle checkpoints and 4284
spot checks were conducted on
homes, businesses and public places.

e test

able 10am-5pm, 7 days a week.

You can also book a test at Won-
thaggi Medical Centre, Monday to
Friday (Ph: 0492 036 568 or www.
hotdoc.com.au/medical-centres/
wonthaggi-VIC-3995/wonthaggi-
respiratory-clinic/doctors).

People should phone their doc-
tor or the Coronavirus hotline on
1800 675 398 if their symptoms get
worse.

Shield production continues

The Free 3D Hands factory contin-
ues to produce face shields for health
workers to help deal with the Covid
outbreak.

To date, they’ve distributed 4000 face
shields to the health network.

They’re now working to fund pro-
duction of additional shields.

“We have been working with Bass
Coast Health CEO Jan Childs, Jordan
Crugnale (Member for Bass) and HPV
(Health Purchasing Victoria) to fund the
cost of producing a further 2000 face
shields,”said Peta Strachan who works
with Mat Bowtell at Free 3D Hands.

“There are still huge shortages of
raw materials so in order not to miss
out, a few weeks ago we sourced and
purchased the required materials from
our own funds. We were told that had
we been a week or so later that delivery
times could be up to four months.”

Peta said the priority is to provide
shields to Bass Coast Health and local
aged care facilities.

The initial 4000 shields were distrib-
uted to a range of health and aged care
providers.

Peta said around 1000 were provided
free to Bass Coast Health, while the
remainder were prioritised to local
and South Gippsland essential service
workers and aged care facilities.

“We also sent shields interstate to
organisations such as an Aboriginal
Health Service in the NT who work out
in remote communities, a Covid test-
ing clinic in QLD and the North Shore
Hospital in NSW,”said Peta.

“We did not provide any to the na-

Free 3D Hands’ Mat Bowtell worked with Bass Coast Health’s Infection Control
Clinical Nurse Consultant, Nicky Baker, on the design of their face shields.

tional stockpile as at the time they
were only accepting deliveries of
20,000 units or above.”

Recently, 100 shields were sent to an
imaging facility at Berwick Hospital,
who had 27 patients test positive for
COVID-19.

“Although they had received face
shields from the national stockpile, the
practice nurse explained that as they
were disposable, they were flimsy and
she felt they lacked protection,”’said Peta.

“She said the face shields that Free
3D Hands had provided were very
sturdy and had great coverage and
they have been giving them to the Co-
vid patients to wear.”

Free 3D Hands founder Mat Bowtell,
and Nicky Baker, the head of Infection
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Control at Bass Coast Health, worked
together on the design to improve the
coverage and comfort of the shield.

Now dealing with the second wave
of Covid infections, Bass Coast Health
has again contacted the factory with a
request for more face shields.

Peta said the factory was waiting
on news of additional funding so they
could continue production.

“We are very grateful that the funds
raised from the community have al-
lowed us to continue to provide free
face shields around Australia where
we can,”’she said.

“We hope that we will get another
round of funding from HPV as we
don’t believe Bass Coast Health should
have any out of pocket costs for PPE.”
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Bass Coast Health seeks more nurses

Following the recent outbreak at Kirrak House,
which was successfully contained by our team,
and heeding advice from state and Federal
health departments, Bass Coast Health (BCH)
continues preparations to protect staff, patients
and the wider community.

This planning includes maintaining additional
services to provide COVID and non COVID care
spaces, and this requires a specific focus on
strengthening resourcing, should an outbreak of
COVID-19 occur locally.

A recruitment campaign has been launched
to strengthen the local nursing workforce, with
a focus on increasing nursing availability across
the hospital and community teams.

“The recruitment drive in March/April was very
successful and since then we have expanded our
testing clinics, opened another ward and increased
our community nursing services. We have also ex-
panded our residential in reach team to provide ex-
tra support to local aged care facilities across Bass
Coast and at Koo Wee Rup”, said Bass Coast Health
CEQ, Jan Child.

Experiences at other health services have dem-
onstrated it only requires a very small number
of staff to acquire the COVID-19 virus to have a
major impact on rostering and service provision.
This is due to all close contacts needing to quar-
antine for 14 days.

“We absolutely want to avoid a situation of
closing wards or reducing services, as has had
to occur in other health services, hence another
reason to focus on growing our workforce,” said

Registered Nurses Megan Dakin and Liam Nancarrow are part of a growing team at Bass Coast
Health and the organisation is seeking more nurses to help provide care for the community.

Ms Child.

Bass Coast Health offers excellent training and
orientation opportunities that ensure people
stay safe, along with longer term educational
opportunities.

We have a great team that ensures any new

staff join a friendly, welcoming and supportive
environment and we are keen to welcome peo-
ple with new skills and experience.

For more information and to apply, please visit
Bass Coast Health’s recruitment page at:
basscoasthealth.mercury.com.au/SearchResults.aspx.

Richie Davie and Ian McFee work on levelling the site for the new

Landcare shed in April this year.

New Landcare shed

A welcome addition to our community. Phillip Island Landcare’s new shed situ-

ated amongst gum trees in the Bushbank area of Koala Conservation Reserve.

a community effort

After 33 years, Phillip Island
Landcare Group is excited to finally
have a home to store their resources.

The shed sits amongst beautiful
gums 100 metres from the Barb
Martin Bushbank community
plant nursery.

Completion of the shed was a
true community effort which start-
ed in 2019, when Phillip Island Na-
ture Parks offered Landcare a site
at the Koala Conservation Reserve.
They then provided further sup-
port by managing and financing
the required planning permit.

The group’s recently acquired
caravan used on planting days
and for exhibitor/expo events was
the driving force behind the con-
struction of the new shed.

Other items the new shed will
store include tree planters, guards
and stakes and it will also proudly

Who's

display Landcare memorabilia
and honour boards. It may also
provide a venue for committee
meetings in the warmer months.

“Being so close to the Bushbank
will offer opportunities for the Na-
ture Parks and our group to share
resources to the benefit of both
parties,” said David Rooks Group
President of Landcare.

“Landcare members who pick up
plants from the Bushbank will now
have access to a variety of guards
and stakes from our stores.”

A successful grant of $12,650
from the Bendigo Bank provided
the necessary funds for the shed’s
construction.

A further community grant of
$3,500 from Bass Coast Shire
Council provided funding for sig-
nage, shelving, plumbing and site
preparation.

that bear?

Initial construction work saw the
site levelled by long time farmers
and Landcare committee members
Ian McFee and Richie Davie.

The Nature Parks again chipped
in and supplied a few day’s labour
from their building team to bring
the shed to frame stage.

Finally, a number of individu-
als provided further assistance to
complete the build, said David.

“Clem Fries (local roof plumber)
and Daren Dempsey (local builder)
volunteered their time and worked
with committee members to sheet
the walls and roof the shed.

“We can’t thank the community
around us enough. The Nature
Parks, Bendigo Bank and Council
have all shown a huge interest in
our group.

“The shed increases our capac-
ity to deliver on our group’s mis-
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Does anyone recognise this furry little
fellow?

Apparently, he originated from a shop once
located at 60 Chapel Street (the current ad-
dress of the Advertiser) called the Round-A-
Bout Shop. His label declares he is an Austra-
lian made sheepskin toy. His current owners
are trying to discover who made him and just
how old he might be. Let us know if you have
any clues to his true identity.

sion; to encourage sustainable
agricultural land-use, business
practices and lifestyles, and pro-
mote the conservation and res-
toration of native biodiversity on
Phillip Island and throughout Vic-
toria,” David said.

A grand opening is planned for
Sunday, November 29, subject to
easing of restrictions.

“It is hoped to be an auspicious
occasion with good food, people,
speeches and music. We look for-
ward to inviting everyone in the
community that touches our group.”

Find out more about Phillip Is-
land Landcare Group at www.
basscoastlandcare.org.au/phillip-
island.html.

Membership enquiries can be
made direct to Robyn or Thirza on
0417 106 361 or phillipislandland-
care@gmail.com

Do you recognise this bear? He was apparently purchased in Cowes, from a store

called the Round-A-Bout Shop in Chapel Street.
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A quick roundup of news, views
and opportunities

Emergency volunteer grants

The latest round of Volunteer Emergency
Services Equipment Program (VESEP) grants is
now open.

Grants can be used to help purchase new
vehicles, trucks, tankers, watercraft and trail-
ers, other operational equipment and facility
improvements.

Volunteer groups can also put the money to-
wards minor facility improvements.

For more information about VESEP and how
to apply for a grant, visit www.emvvic.gov.au/
vesep.

Sports club grants.

Sporting clubs can apply for funding to
boost their equipment, skills and administra-
tion expertise in the latest round of the Sport-
ing Club Grants Program.

The grants provide up to $1,000 for new
uniforms and equipment, up to $5,000 for the
training of coaches, officials and volunteers
and up to $5,000 to improve club operational
effectiveness.

For more information including how to ap-
ply go to sport.vic.gov.au/grants-and-funding/
our-grants/sporting-club-grants-program.

Hotel plan for Coronet Bay withdrawn

Developers of a proposed $38 million hotel
development at Norsemens Road in Coronet
Bay have withdrawn their planning applica-
tion. The application was vehemently opposed
by local residents who said it was inappropri-
ate “over-development”. At peak capacity, the
proposed hotel complex would house more
people than Coronet Bay’s population.

Creative grants

Local councils and community groups can
apply for grants to fund ideas to boost tourism
through the state government’s Creative Acti-
vation Fund.

Funding will support projects that have
strong potential to become new tourist attrac-
tions and contribute to the economic recovery
of the region, including public art, murals,
sculpture and technological initiatives.

Between $40,000 and $300,000 is avail-
able for projects commencing from January 1,
2021.

Applications close at 5pm, September 24.
Prospective applicants must contact Creative
Victoria staff before applying. Visit creative.vic.
gov.au for full program guidelines and Creative
Victoria staff contact details.

Farm grants boosted

Farm businesses applying for smaller grants
will now be able to apply twice for the maxi-
mum combined value of $50,000 allowing
them to access support to more efficiently and
better plan ahead for their businesses.

The new Agriculture Energy Investment Plan
provides grants for energy efficiency assess-
ments, investing in energy efficiency, research
and education resources.

www.agriculturevic.gov.au

Tour de Kids

Starlight Children’s Foundation (Starlight)
annual cycling challenge Tour de Kids is aiming
to raise $200,000 this September.

The 30-day challenge encourages riders of
all ages and abilities to hop on a bike, virtually
or from any location and ride the distance for
sick kids.

Since Tour de Kids started in 2001, it has
raised more than $7.6 million and helped more
than 196,000 sick kids in hospital.

Registrations are now open at www.tour-
dekids.org.au. Participants can ride the dis-
tance and fundraise any time before Septem-
ber 30. tourdekids.org.au/

Jamie’s virtual cooking classes

Jamie’s Ministry of Food has announced the
launch of a national school holiday program,
offering online cooking classes for keen young
cooks.

The five-week program (for ages 12 and
above) focuses on Jamie Oliver’s key food prin-
ciples, offering lifelong skills to improve the
overall health and wellbeing of participants
and their families.

Jamie’s Ministry of Food program includes
a ‘Taster’ class on September 12 and a Na-
tionwide program (school holidays week two)
from September 29 until October 2.

For more information and to book visit,
www.jamiesministryoffood.com.au/courses/
jamies-ministry-of-food-online-program
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Tell us your views with a ‘Letter to the Editor’,
(350 word limit). Email: advertiser@pisra.com.au

Ode to an artichoke

I'm growing an artichoke

Cauli, sprouts, broccoli and broad
beans too

You might be right to think, the cost of
this will send me broke!

Did I tell you, I'm growing an arti-
choke

But you see, it’s not the money that
concerns me

To watch these little babies grow

Simply sets my gardening soul free

I feed them seaweed, fish oil and cow
poop too

Sugar cane mulch thrown in

Oh, and I forgot chook poo

By the way, I'm growing an artichoke

A sense of achievement, peace and
calm

When in the garden, watching Mother
Nature at her best

I silently give her thanks

For allowing me to be her guest

Ian Burns, Rhyll

Thank you, Advertiser

I would like to thank the marvellous
team at the Advertiser for continuing to
operate during these lockdown times.
Many communities have not been as
fortunate as us to have such a commit-
ted local newspaper still operating. As
you have ‘gone alone’the paper has gone
from strength to strength.

A big congratulations on the launch
of your new website, it is fantastic! I am
particularly enjoying the history section
at the moment.

Thank you for keeping us informed
about what is occurring in our commu-
nity, especially during these lockdown
times, it really helps us still feel connect-
ed to one another.

Sue Becker, Cowes

Gas Royal Commission

Gas is dangerous, dragging us back-
ward and downward and dirty and
brown. We desperately need to be led
onwards and upwards and clean and
green.

Gas was cheap when subsidised as
disposal of dangerous waste but not
anymore.

The closer you look at gas business,
the crazier it gets. Humans have been
blowing gas, of all kinds, for many cen-
turies. Originally, gas was waste product
from making charcoal, for smelting,
iron, bronze and Kiln firing clay, well un-
der way before 500BC. More charcoal;
was needed in mid-900s AD, for black/
gun powder for weapons and fireworks.

Discharging volatile gases from man-
ufacturing charcoal, then coal to coke,
then oil-gas, in early 1800s all became
too much waste and danger to ignore.
Its eventual popularity was lighting — 75
per cent cheaper than oil or candles. In
theatres, then streets it took 200 years
before gas was widely adopted.Then, al-
most overnight, electric light bulbs, put
the fire out for gas.

Electricity is essential, efficient, cheap
and easy to deliver, for 99.9 per cent of
needs. Now wind and solar, with battery
and pumped hydro storage, are cheaper
to install than continuing to run coal and
gas power plants. Isn't it a no brainer to
get on with it?

Gas is a transition to a dead end. In-
creasing extreme weather accelerates
long anticipated BCA (Border Carbon
Adjustment) which jeopardises every
kind of export, because of tariff pen-
alty applied by destination countries,
because we don’t have Climate Crisis
policy.

We need gas deception Royal Com-
mission

Bernie McComb, Cowes

Donations welcome
for Legacy Week

This week (August 31 to September 5) is
Legacy Week.

Under normal circumstances, members
of South Gippsland Legacy would be out
and about in our local supermarkets, sell-
ing merchandise and raising money for
the organisation.

Because of the virus, we are unable to do
that. Instead, we are inviting members of
the community to make a donation (with
tax deductible status). If you wish to do so,
please ring either myself — Jane Ross - on
0498 064 248 or our treasurer Gaye Carias
on 0416 296 927 to discuss the best way of
doing this.

South Gippsland Legacy cares for just
over 230 war widows living in an area
stretching from Yanakie to Phillip Island.
We endeavour to be a cheery, useful and
supportive presence in their lives and they,
in turn, offer the wisdom of their years and
the occasional welcome cheek!

When we return to post-virus normal-
ity, we Legatees will continue to host our
widows at film days, lunches, concerts,
monthly meetings and on bus trips.

Legacy Week always begins with a spe-
cial non-denominational service during
which both Legatees and our widows have
the opportunity to remember loved ones
who have served their country. Sadly, that
cannot take place.

Those of us at South Gippsland Legacy
would like our widows to know they are
much in our hearts and thoughts - espe-
cially this week.

Legatee Jane Ross, San Remo

President, South Gippsland Legacy

Support for Cultural Centre

It is distressing to see two candidates,
Ms Barlow and Mr Bauer, in the upcoming
council elections who seem to be voicing
their disapproval of the Cowes Cultural
Centre Project.

Only a few years ago, the greatest out-
cry from our community was the lack of
capital works spent on the Island in com-
parison to the rates paid by the Island resi-
dents.

This imbalance has been rectified by the
current council. Soon we will have a new
cultural centre which will act as an anchor
point in the revitalisation of Cowes. It will
add a massive benefit to the local com-
munity by supplying our community with
a library it deserves, as well as providing
facilities for the arts and culture and other
community spaces.

I'm not sure what economic credentials
Ms Barlow has, but the Economic Impact
Assessment and cost benefit analysis pro-
duced by SGS on the new centre clearly
shows the benefits are real in dollar terms.
Moreover, in the next two years — when
there is no doubt about the need to offer
more jobs within our community - the
construction provides the equivalent of
some 69 full time positions — and after
completion the added jobs will be 30 full
time positions.

The new Cultural Centre is an inter-
generational asset which will support all
forms of the arts — including music, dance,
drama, painting, sculpture, photography,
creative writing, craft, film and video, fash-
ion design and so much more. The value
this provides to our community should
not be underestimated. I don’t know what
‘community’ Ms Barlow believes she is the
‘spokesperson’ for — but the Phillip Island
community has long asked for improved
facilities for a library, historical centre,
community function centre, various arts
facilities and a cinema. The Island de-
serves such a centre. Contrary to what she
suggests, it certainly will be a drawcard
for visitors to our region, as we can finally
offer a broad range of regional and larger
events. Just as a reminder - if this money

1s not spent on the Island, I am sure Won-
thaggi residents would welcome such a
cultural centre.

Judy Lawrence, Rhyll

Cultural Centre clarification

I've been asked many times by members
of the community to clarify my position on
the Cowes Cultural Centre redevelopment.

It’s true, I don’t think the Cowes Cultural
Centre should be a priority - right now. At
this time, with a pandemic going on, and a
global recession looming, I don’t think I'm
the only one on the island who thinks we
have more important things to be worry-
ing about.

Let me be clear: I believe we need to
redevelop the Cultural Centre. It is a woe-
fully insufficient building that does not
address the needs of the community, and
the library is too small and out of date. I
have been supportive of a Cultural Centre
redevelopment for years, particularly as it
regards to upgrading the library.

But not right now.

The only way that we can ensure we
have the money to build a centre worth
building is by making sure our local econ-
omy is stable and secure.The only way we
can do that is by supporting our local com-
munity and business owners, and by en-
suring that money is imported directly into
our economy from other parts of Australia
by attracting niche markets with small tar-
geted events as soon as restriction ease.

Only then, when our businesses have
recovered and workers are back to receiv-
ing the wages and hours that equates to
a decent living, then we can build a truly
bang-up Cultural Centre.

It is conceivable that with a hall and a
cinema inside the Cultural Centre, we may
attract tourists from South Gippsland to
come and see some films or some local
productions. It is possible to generate li-
brary tourism as well. That’s all true. How-
ever, that stream of income is unreliable at
best.

What I am suggesting is a logical ap-
proach of ceasing unnecessary spending
until the economy has recovered enough
to deal with a record-breaking cap-ex bud-
get. I don’t assume that will happen for at
least a couple of years.

But when it does happen - then we can
rebuild the Cowes Cultural Centre.

Just not right now.

Mikhaela Barlow, candidate for Island
Ward

Thanks for your input

On behalf of the BCRRA committee, I
wish to extend the Association’s grateful
thanks to the many community mem-
bers who responded to the online survey.

Because of the community actions in
letting Councillors know of the concerns
about the proposed rule changes, Bass
Coast Shire Council has been compelled
to relent on some of the draconian rule
changes it was attempting to introduce.

BCRRA presented a substantial sub-
mission to Council in which it pointed
out serious concerns about the proposed
rule changes. Without the help and sup-
port of the Bass Coast community, the
result delivered by Council may have
been much worse.

Whilst some Councillors voiced their
displeasure at the level of commu-
nity pushback, they were nonetheless
obliged to concede to the will of the com-
munity.

This result shows that if the Bass
Coast community is willing to stand up
to the bureaucracy, then change for the
benefit of our community can result.

But unfortunately for our democracy,
Council did not accede to all requested
changes.

This Council, during its term, has in-
troduced other measures that restrict the
ability of Councillors, as the communi-
ty’s elected representatives, to freely ex-
press their reasonable personal opinions
about Council decisions and policies.

There is still much work for BCRRA to
pursue into the future in order to ensure
that Bass Coast Shire Council under
stands that its role is to serve the com-
munity.

BCRRA recognises that its efforts will
likely fall to the next group of Council-
lors to implement community concerns,
and only time will tell if the successful
candidates have the ability and the will
to stand up to the bureaucracy at all
times and in support of the ratepayers
and residents of Bass Coast Shire.

If elected will they stand at the head of
the community, or will they stand behind
the bureaucrats?

You can view the Associations sub-
mission at basscrra.org/BCRRA_sub-
mission_to_Bass_Coast_Shire_Coun-
cil_draft_governance_rules_2020-21.pdf)

Kevin Griffin, BCRRA President

Singer/songwriter Kutcha Edwards released his new single, “We Sing” last
week, featuring some of Australia’s best-known voices.

Gippsland sings with Kutcha

Singer/songwriter Kutcha Ed-
wards has released his new single,
“We Sing”.

Recorded at The Mill Studio in
Woolamai, it features a 120-strong
chorus with some of Australia’s
best-known voices, including Paul
Kelly, Archie Roach, Judith Durham,
Emma Donovan, David Bridie and
Joe Geia singing alongside members
of the Gippsland Mass Online band.

On the track Kutcha is accompa-
nied by an ensemble of local musi-
cians — Colin Matthews, Dean Rob-
erts and Marcus Satchell.

Releasing the single, Kutcha post-

ed on his Facebook page: “I know
we're currently in a situation that
has made us disconnect.

“Maybe you can watch this and please
share. If you feel like singing along,
please do so! As loud as possible!”

A member of Blackfire and the
Black Arm Band and celebrated solo
artist, Kutcha combines song writing
and activism and uses music to cre-
ate connections across cultures, gen-
erations and spaces.

“We Sing” is available on Spotify,
Apple Music, Deezer and Tidal.

The official video is available on
YouTube.

Emma’s

Phillip Island’s Emma Volard has re-
leased her latest single, “Femininity”,
an empowering anthem to the female
experience.

The former Newhaven College stu-
dent has already picked up airplay
on ABC, Triple J and Triple R with the
track.

After moving to Melbourne for uni-
versity, Emma continued to follow her
passion for music.

In only one year, she’s already made
an impact on the Melbourne music
scene, playing festivals such as the
Brunswick Music Festival, Ocean
Sounds, Isol-Aid Festival and Leaps
and Bounds alongside REMI, Emma
Donovan and The Bamboos.

She’s also been featured on Gilles
Peterson’s Worldwide FM alongside
artists such as Sampa the Great.

She describes the new single as a
reclamation of power, strength and
beauty.

“As females, realistically we have all
been subject to comments and actions
that have belittled, stigmatised and
diminished our sense of womanhood
and integrity,”said Emma.

“In my case, this has seen me being
asked to “smile more” and wear more
“feminine clothes” and asked “why
don’t you wear makeup?” and most
recently being told by a male photog-
rapher, “I usually take photos of hot
skinny girls, so this is out of my com-
fort zone”.”

She said her own experiences and
examples of exploitation of women in
the music industry has left many wom-
en“experiencing a collective trauma”.

anthem

“It has become clear to me that many
men in the industry are using their
power to take advantage of women
in vulnerable positions. In no circum-
stance is this okay, systemic sexism
and ignorance is no longer an excuse.

“We need to fight this together, we
need men to be our allies not our gen-
der’s undoing,”said Emma.

“This is not the case with all men - I
would never want to discredit the men
who are challenging social norms, fa-
cilitating discourse and fighting for
equality. We need to support women
and non-gender conforming people,
but most importantly we need to sup-
port each other.”

Emma describes her music as “deep-
ly rooted in seeking justice and story-
telling with strong political, environ-
mental and personal undertones”.

Her latest single is her most vulner-
able, honest and empowering release
and Emma says her sensitivity towards
life’s foibles is influenced by her sister
Adelaide, who is non-verbal, severely
autistic and epileptic.

Through her music, she hopes to pro-
vide a voice not only for her sister but a
voice for change and those who aren’t
heard.

“Femininity” was recorded at Wild
Oats Studio and produced by Jake
Amy, Emma Volard and Moses Carr. It
also features an all-star line-up and a
14-strong choir.

“Femininity” is out now via Spotify,
iTunes, Apple Music, Bandcamp.

www.facebook.com/emmavolard-
music/

www.emmavolard.bandcamp.com/

Phillip Island musician EmmaVolard has released her new single “Femininity”.
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FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

LK4943

Business Guide

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

MARK ATLEY
CONCRETING 101

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

LK5089

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Eays SKip Hire
+ Earth works

Mobile Showroom

PDAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

o/
| STiLL OPEN

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

LK4942

AU22840

Carpets
Blinds
Furniture

5952 1488
155 Thompson Avenue

LK5407

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 37

L109866 REC26099

LK5556

Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

¢ Exposed aggregate paving
* Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
¢ House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

REC: 28634

JOSHUA BROWN
@ 0448 804 321
@ jbrownelectrics@gmail.com

///JL AU T, /,/“//JJ,/JJ,////[U,//MAL/

R & K Burt - Builders

Servicing Phillip Island since 1987

e New homes ¢ Extensions e Renovations
¢ Decks ® Maintenance repairs

Ring Ray 0417 107 835

Member

521191

LK5399

DB - U9108

‘\E\N Wa Ve
CoNcRETW®

Luke Hinrichs, Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,
Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed,

0402 454 742

LK5186

4 Glen Isla Court
Cowes 3922

€ mavtvs gmail.com
W: mavtv.com.au

ABN 72 837 466 589

Digital antenna installs & service, TV wall-mounting &
install, home theatre & surround sound set-up,
satellite dish supply, install & service,
new house/extension pre-wiring for TV & AV, TV
points, telephone & data paints & cabling ...and more
Call for advice or book in today

0400 722 503

LK00234AA

“EXTENSION
& RENOVATION
SPECIALIST”
OVER 35 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

RoB NORTON

INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

* Registered building practitioners
» Worksafe approved | Fully insured
* All areas/free quotes

RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
Phillip Island
5956 9551 /0417 141 035

LK5401

TP EPED
IEpa

COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING

» Carpet » Rugs  Deck e Floor Tiles
* STEAM CLEANING
e Truck mount machine

Glen: 0405 415 133

Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com

ISLAND Esm9s1
CARPET CLEANING

» Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
* Commercial - domestic - upholstery
* Rental bond specialists
« Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING

0415106 443 5956 6888

richandi@hotmail.com

To advertise in the business guide

Contact Jane on 5952 3201

ads@pisra.com.au
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TIIVI NNEVWIVIANI

CONICRETING
» Exposed aggregate * House slabs
* Driveways ¢ Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
* All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922 E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

o4a19 312 805

LK5414

New homes and
renovations

Emergency
service calls

Maintenance
and repairs

New appliance
installations

Fault finding

Phone, data, TV
installs and repairs

LK5442

o obligation
quotes

0401 851831
maxroyalelectrical@gmail.com

LIC: A56425 REC: 27368

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE

>>> Service & Repairs <<<

e Short & Long term
hire available with
mechanic onsite
for service & repairs

20 The Concourse * Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

CONCRETING

o EXCAVATOR ¢ BOBCAT e TIPPER

LK5412

©HOUSE SLABS *DRIVEWAYS eFOOTPATHS
oGARAGES *EXPOSED AGGREGATE ©CROSSOVERS

Steve Wheatley 0419 003 052

e All aspects of timber fencing ¢ Gates
e Demolition and removal ¢ Residential homes
¢ Holiday homes e Repairs
For a free measure and quote
Call Pat 0431 514 518

coastalfences01@gmail.com

LK4941

L
ISLAND  Silissinal
DECKS

types of decks
and verandahs

VV6S000X1

John Johnston 0414 714 179

LK5163

* CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
* NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

0415 106 443

richandi@hotmail.com

Richie Laing
Since 1987

NEAL McRAE

EXCAVATIONS

0000
@ 10mé tippers ® Bobcat
@ 4 ton excavators @ Post hole borers
@ Driveways @ Rubbish removed
@ Quarry materials supplies ® Blocks cleared
611 Ventnor Road, Cowes

0418 383 881 - 5956 8615
Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

LK5185

ISLAND TIMBER ¢£t2
Hia AND FENCING °

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers,
brush panels etc.

ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber
NOW AVAILABLE

sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

LK5086

L ""TIMBER&
h Iy ¢ 5 FevneseD

=2 FENCES

Pallng Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls
FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au

LK5092
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SIMPLE
FENCING

Phillip Island and surrounds

0406 225 442
simplefencing® hotmailcom

For all your lawnmowing,

landscaping &
rubbish removal
Call for a free quote

0411175 957

LK4944.
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WONTHAGGI

& Construction Supplies

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

BORAL|
]

Bricks and Masonry

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies
and appliances sales

Bruce Wright

Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LK5403

BETTSY’S

GLASS
cTTT LT

Glazing the Island and district
LEWIS BETTS A.B.N. 28 300 150 885

* Residential locksmithing & key cutting * Mosaic glass * Flyscreens
+ Shower screens * Re-glazing * Security doors | Glass balustrading
PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 04325 9 7641, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 3, 221 Settlement Road, Cowes
sales@bettsysglass.com.au

H

LK4865
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Business Guide

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

SOUTHERN

IMETALYROCOFING;

Metal Roofing Specialists

* Domestic & Commercial * Repairs
* New Installation & Renewals ¢ Maintenance
* Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes
* Aluminium Gutter Guard  Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

®
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FREE QUOTES
Call Brent 0431 075 090

(£] Hawker’s Lawn Mowing & Maintenance
bmhawker44e@gmail.com

LAWN MOWING

* Edging ¢ Clean Up
* Fully Insured ¢ Plus more services

For free appraisal:

Call Russell 0400 626 961
white.rc@hotmail.com

ISLAND HOME SERVICES
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

Philip Island

GLASS

wrenasiyeis W ORIKS

B Reglazing B Showers B Mirrors
B Splashbacks B Balustrading

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes

59525570 0419 525588

LK5241

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
/ AII work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, _
weeding, mulching, odd jobs g
Www.jimsmowing.com.au -

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

~
I
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Brendan Duncan

PIC No. 26296

I

‘CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE .ic # azan
e Gas ¢ Hot water units

» Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

LK4939

]

KOOKAS
PLUMBING

FOR ALL YOUR COMMERCIAL
& DOMESTIC NEEDS
RELIABLE SERVICE

CALL BRETT 0417 829 002

PN
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

JD5840

*Carpentry *Decks and deck staining
*Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations
*Gates and Fences *Paths and Driveways
*Gardening *Gutter Cleaning

and more....

MONKI'S MAINTENANCE.
Troy Monk 0418 504 330

Same Day @%‘

Plumbing Morris
Service Brothers :

Lic 43482
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

Old homes, restorations, real estate,
insurance work, domestic & commercial

Free quotes/over 25 years exp.

Competitively priced/professional

reliable service
julianbird8@gmail.com

0431992 027

RELIABLE PLUMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

¢ NO CALL OUT FEE

b Leaking taps & toilets
d # Hot water systems replaced
~ b Vanities & water

1_f|l_P1_r « Filters installed
appy the Flumber * Gas fitting

0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed wic. no. 119269c

« General plumbing

e design consultations e sprinkler systems/garden lighting
e exposed aggregate driveways e paving & retaining walls

e low maintenance gardens e over 20 years experience

Mobile: 0419 356 222
www.islandlandscaping.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE
* ok ok ok ok
COMPETITIVE PRICES
Mobile: 0419 543 637

= pm & Fe

LK5293

Treatment . Termites * Rodents * Fleas * Bees
Of all  Cockroaches ¢ Spiders * Wasps
pests ° Soil treatments * Red Stop Barriers Installed

23 years experience
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

THE ADVERTISER, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2020 -

Steel fabrication ¢ Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order ¢ Sheetmetal fabrication
Guillotine and folding * Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE * Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
land Security Monotoring
ecure  On Site Manager
orage 24hr / 7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

To advertise in the
Business
Guide

Contact Jane on

5952 3201 or email
ads@pisra.com.au
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CLASSIFIEDS

SITUATIONS VACANT

Join our dedicated team of experienced professionals
motivated by our mission; to deliver person centered care
to improve health, wellbeing, care experiences and health
outcomes, for our community.

Bass Coast Health has a range of exciting employment opportunities;

Facilities Engineer
— Permanent Full Time

Registered Nurse or Midwife, Enrolled Nurse & Nurse Unit Manager
— Permanent, Fixed Term and Casual opportunities aplenty

Health Service Coordinator
— Permanent Part Time

And much, much more!

For more information and to apply, please visit
Bass Coast Health’s recruitment page at:
www.basscoasthealth.mercury.com.au/SearchResults.aspx

t 5671 3333 {5671 3300
e info@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au

*0

4

m_—

JO00246AA

SITUATION VACANT

PHARMACY ASSISTANT

Are you committed to helping people? We
are looking to fill a part-time position, which
will provide varying hours, including weekend
work. Availability important over summer and
other busy periods. The successful applicant
must be enthusiastic, a good communicator,
great salesperson and a team player.

If this sounds like you, apply with copies of
references and qualifications to:

Phillip Island Pharmacy
164-166 Thomson Ave, Cowes. 3922
03 5952 2299
OR email to: pi.pharmacy@bigpond.com

JO00242AA

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

JO00225AA

Looking for a lifestyle change?
Wanting to be your own boss?

Jim’s Mowing is looking for a new Franchisee
in San Remo or Grantville area.

Ph 131 546 or www.jimsmowing.com.au

PUBLIC NOTICES

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its
journalism in accordance with
the guidelines of the Australian
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity

1. Ensure that factual material
in news reports and elsewhere
is accurate and not misleading,
and is distinguishable from
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or
other  adequate  remedial
action if published material
is significantly inaccurate or
misleading.

Fairness and balance

3. Ensure that factual material
is presented with reasonable
fairness and balance, and that
writers' expressions of opinion
are not based on significantly
inaccurate factual material or
omission of key facts.

4. Ensure that where material
refers adversely to a person,

a fair opportunity is given for
subsequent  publication  of
a reply if that is reasonably
necessary to address a possible
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person’s
reasonable expectations  of
privacy, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing
materially to substantial
offence, distress or prejudice,
or a substantial risk to health
or safety, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency

7. Avoid publishing material
which has been gathered by
deceptive or unfair means,
unless doing so is sufficiently in
the public interest.

8. Ensure that conflicts of
interests are  avoided or
adequately disclosed, and that
they do not influence published
material.

Bass Coast Health is seeking applications
for the following positions:

Registered Nurse
Casual - Closes 13/9/2020

Counsellor
Part Time — Closes 15/9/2020

Enrolled Nurse
Casual — Closes 25/9/2020

Registered Midwife
Full Time — Fixed Term — Closes 7/9/2020

Health Service Coordinator
Part Time — Closes 11/9/2020

Registered Nurse — District Nursing
& Palliative Care
Part Time — Fixed Term — Closes 12/9/2020

Associate Nurse Unit Manager
- Aged Care - Kirrak
Part Time — Closes 18/9/2020

Physiotherapist — Grade 2
Part Time Fixed Term (2 x positions)
— closes 4/9/2020

Engineer
Full Time - Closes 18/9/2020

Hospital Medical Officer — Medical
Workforce Department
Full Time / Part Time

For full position details, a position
description and how to apply,
please refer to the BCH website
basscoasthealth.org.au or contact
Human Resources via email hr@
basscoasthealth.org.au

JO00233AA

t56713333 £56713300
e info@basscoasthealth.org.au
w www.basscoasthealth.org.au

3
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Connect with us online

a PHILLIP ISLAND ‘@ SAN REMO

DVERTISER

To read the Advertiser on your
computer, smartphone or tablet go to

www.pisra.com.au

(f [
WE KNOW ‘ 4’
TIMBER, HARDWARE, SL Tree Care
A Q RURAL SUPPLIES NO JOB TOO SMALL
’, MB eQ’ & BUILDING MATERIALS [ IS i * Storm Damage
e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing

o Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

Phone 03 5678 8552
www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au
Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville

LK5411

Discoyps
apply for
Pensioners

¢ Tree & Stump removal

e Pruning
= . . e Chipping
To advertise in the business guide Fully insured
Contact Jane on 5952 3201 Sean 0439 900 091
ads@pisra.com.au www.treecarenow.net

LK5415
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ventnor property
maintenance

free quotes, no job to small

tim waterton

lawn mowing, rubbish removal, cleanups,
windows cleaned, all general odd jobs.

M: 0491141 580

E: twaterton3@hotmail.com

Business Guide

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

To advertise in the
Business
Guide

Contact Jane on

5952 3201 or email
ads@pisra.com.au




CLASSIFIEDS

DEATHS

DAWES, Bev:

“My gorgeous mother
and best friend and
Peter’s girlfriend of
69 years, wife of 67

years passed away on

Monday 24th August.

Bev ( Bevvie) has gone

to join their son and my
brother Chris who has
passed and we hope
they are having a “Sher-
ry” together. Please
raise a glass for her and
toast a wonderful and
generous woman. Love
you forever
Peter & Kerry Dawes”

DAWES, Bev:
Dear friend of
Geoff and Pam.
Sympathy to
Peter and Kerry.
Rest in Peace

HILL, lan:
A lifelong friendship
began in 1979,
it never faltered.
Thank you for all you did
for us. The memories
will last forever and
you will be in our
hearts always.
Love to Nicole, Katrina
and their families.
The fight is over Hillie.
Rest In Peace
John, Barb, Jarvis,
Kara, Tatia, Jonathan
and Kaye.

HILL, lan Wallace:
“HILLY”
20/8/1941—-25/8/2020
Passed away peacefully,
Aged 79 years.
Loving partner of
Lucy (dec), very much
loved father of Nicole
& Katrina. Father in
law of Darren & Paul.
Poppy to Mia and Levi,
adored brother of Elaine
& brother in law to
Newton. Uncle to Craig,
Emily and Simone. Great
Uncle to Ky & Jessica.
A Private Family Service
will be held Tuesday 1st
September, followed
by a memorial held at a
later date.

LAWRENCE, Barbara
(nee Wall):
Passed away Aug 28,
2020, aged 89.
Loved wife of Roy (dec.).
Loved mother of Steve,
Nick, Peter and Christina
(dec.).

Loved Grandmother
of Glenn, Kym-Cherie,
Damien, Blake, Wade
and Chris.

Great grandmother to
Caitlin, Matthew, Bryce
and Duke.

Our heartfelt thanks to
all the staff at Grossard
Court Aged Care, Cowes,
Phillip Island.

In God’s Care

Brenda Bates
17-Aug-2020
Akind, friendly and
dedicated life member
of the Rhyll-Phillip
Island Angling Club
who will be
remembered and
sadly missed.
Deepest sympathies to
Len, family and friends.

Hill lan Wallace “Hilly”
20/8/1941-25/8/2020

“Hilly” our Dad...your
soapy waters. Thru all
our ups and downs,
you continued to
support and love us
unconditionally. You
provided us with a
wonderful life, we had
great times, you taught
us to work hard but to
enjoy life to the fullest.
You battled hard for so
long to hold on for us.

It was so hard to say
goodbye but, we know
you are now in peace.
Your life will continue

on thru your 2 soapy

waters who are so proud
to call you our Dad.

Great father-in-law to
Darren who loved going
to the tote with Hilly
and Paul who would
never say no to a few
pigs’ ears.
Loving Poppy to
Mia and Levi.

Love and remembered
always. For now, over
and out. Lots of Love
Nicole, Darren,
Darcy & Flynn.
Katrina, Paul,
Mia & Levi xx

SCALES, Derek:
John Derek Scales

15/5/1930 -
23/8/2020

Loving father of John
and Delia.

Beloved husband
of Netta and
stepfather of David,
Paul, Michael,
Brendan and Louise
Kennedy.

Much loved uncle of
Virginia, Rosemary
and James Nixon.

Privately cremated

FOR SALE

Top Form, Lift Chair
-$200, in excellent
condition.

Inva Care Pegasus
Scooter, with 2 new
batteries and 1 charger
- $800.

0439 801323

PUBLIC NOTICES

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA
Cowes Big Book meeting
at St Philip’s Church (opp.
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm,
0417 317 470; Salvation
Army building, McKenzie
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday
1lam, 5672 3627. Phone
head office 9429 1833.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meet-
ings Bass Coast Shire:
Cowes - Sunday 5-6pm,
St Philip’s Church (opp.
Coles); Wonthaggi -
Friday 11am, Salvation
Army Hall (149 McKen-
zie St.). Phone 1300 652
820 or visit na.org.au

PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

NOTICE OF AGM

7 September 2020
9.30am
Virtual Meeting

For more information and to
register your attendance visit:

www.pirsl.com.au

Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting will be held on
September 10th 2020 at 5.30pm via Zoom.

The business of the Annual General Meeting shall be:

1) an update on the affairs of the group,
2) conducting elections for committee,
3) voting on special resolutions (if required),
4) announcement of Life Membership(s) if awarded.

Conducting an AGM via Zoom during a pandemic is
a new and different situation. This AGM will be lim-
ited to members only and require that attendees
pre-register by the 7th Sept to enable us to track
attendance and voting automatically.

After pre-registration, members will then be sent a
unique invitation to the meeting.

Pre-registration with your name and email, can be
performed via: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZMpcuCqrTkiHtGrSfvSQéaxlcWLjdEoj2wh.

Memberships may be renewed via our website.

CHURCH
NOTICES

Members should check their
church websites for details of
service times and guidelines.

UNITING CHURCH:

au/minister.php

www.facebook.com/
pages/St-Johns-Uniting-
Church/828979940479969

BAPTIST CHURCH:
www.islandbaptist.org.au/

HOPE CHURCH:
are emailing members
www.islandhopechurch.com/

CATHOLIC CHURCH:
www.cdsale.org.au/
coronavirus
www.cdsale.org.au/
prayer-and-reflection

ST PHILLIP’S ANGLICAN
CHURCH:
www.anglicanparishbass-
phillipisland.org/

www.facebook.com/
stphilipscowes/

PHILLIP ISLAND SURF
CHURCH:
www.facebook.com/pages/
category/
Christian-Church/Surf-Church-
Phillip-Island-
360300548086709/

www.cowes.unitingchurch.org.

Phillip Island
RSL Community
Men’s Shed

REPAIRS AND
RESTORATIONS

From timber to metal -
small to large projects
Reasonable prices
Open Tues & Thurs
9am to noon

Contact Terry on
0438 808 428

JOCo0112

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser
is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe
the Standards may
have been breached,
you may approach the
newspaper itself
or contact the
Council by email
info@presscouncil.org.au

or by phone
(02) 8261 1930.
For further
information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

MSC7943

Hardship Officer

personal hardship in

and procedures.

WATER

(Full time ongoing position)
Responsible for working with
and supporting customers
experiencing financial or

accordance with our policies

Applications close 14 Sept 2020

For further details, please visit
www.westernportwater.com.au

WESTERNPORT

Human Resources
Coordinator

(Full-time 12 month contract)
Support the growth,
development and wellbeing of
Westernport Water’s workforce
through the delivery of high
quality, efficient HR services.

Applications close 14 Sept 2020

For further details, please visit
www.westernportwater.com.au

WESTERNPORT
WATER

FATHER’S DAY MESSAGES

From your oldest daughter, | love u,
thank you for making
so much time for me.
From your youngest daughter, you
are the only dad for me, | love you.
Sofia and Laylah

“Dear Dad, we hope you have a
wonderful Father’s Day and enjoy
your special day! :) Love always

your daughters Sarah, Hannah,

Emma and Laura.”

David Kelsey
To Dad,
Thank you for being
the best dad ever.
Have an awesome Father’s Day.
Love Max and Joe xx

“To the best Dad in the world, Pete
Matthews, we love you to bits and
think you're freaking awesome!
Love Zane & Ned xx “

John Duthie, our wonderful Dad
and Pa, you are such an important
person to all of us and we love you

so much. Narelle, Sue, Leanne,

Kate and families.

Terry McCormack. You are the best
Dad! Hoping to catch up at Phillip
Island when we are able and look

forward to catching some fish.
Keep safe! Xxx Karen

Happy Poppy’s Day
We love you!
Love from
Rhys, Joel and Chloe

Happy fathers day to the best dad
and poppy, Neil.
Love you always, from your
pineapple and the little tigers xoxoxo

Happy Fathers Day Daddy! We love
you so much. Thanks for being the
best Dad in the world we're so lucky
to have you. Lots of Love
Jim & Stevie xoxo

Happy Fathers Day Dad (Steve/Pop
Neaky) We absolutely love you to bits
and hope you have a wonderful day!
Love Sharna and Co xoxo

Happy Daddy Day!!!

We love you and are so grateful for
everything you do!
Especially bike rides!

Love Mummy, Braxton and Isla Rose

Happy Father’s Day Ronnie Pops,
love ya mate. JD xxx

Perfect Pop: Happy Fathers Day!
We are sad that we can't celebrate
with you this year but we know
nan will spoil you. Sending you lots
and lots of love Xx From the Plants
Tegan, Ella, and Chloe Xx

Happy Father’s Day Dad
I love you and I'm going to give
you lots of presents.
Love Frankie and Arlo X

Happy Fathers Day Dad
(father bear)

I really hope you have a great day
and feel loved. Even though we
have hardly been able to see each
other this year | know you are
always there if | need you, which
is the best job a dad can do. Enjoy
your day Dad and hopefully we can
have a big hug soon.

Love Meredith x

Happiest Fathers Day Pooch.
Thanks for being an Awesome Dad
to our Kids
Lots of love Pooch xx

Happy Father’s Day Dad
We love your sense of humour
We love how you care for us
We love hanging out watching movies
love you <3
Love Madeline, Riley and Olivia

Happy First Father's Day!
I am so incredibly lucky to have you
as my dad, Love Always Meila xx
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Dearest Dad,
Happy Father’s Day! We love you,
we miss you and we are forever
grateful for everything you do for
our family (You are the best Nunnu).
Love always Gabrielle, Melissa
and Avalon.

Love you Daddy dearest / Poppy
Happy Father’s Day
Thanks for being you.
Love Kate, Adam, The big little
tigers and ferret.

Happy Fathers Day Pa
Thanks for always cheering us on.
Love Chloe, Logan, Aiden
and Lucas

Poppy
Happy Father’s Day.

We love you.
Chloe, Logan, Aiden and Lucas

Dear Dad/Poppy,

Thank you for the wheelbarrow
rides, dam building and all of the
fun games and stories.

We love you very much!
Alissa, Mack and Duke

Dad (Rick A), Happy Father’s Day!
You're my rock, best friend and the
best dad a girl could ask for.
Love You.

Love from Nicole xx

Brad Martindale -

Happy Father’s Day to the best
daddy in the world. We love you to
the moon and back. Go Bombers!

Love Alice and Sam xx

Dear Daddy,

We love you so much and love how
you make us laugh. You are our hero.
Have a great day.

Love Harry Violet

and Lily Sivori

Happy Father’s Day Graeme.
Thanks for all you do, love Nik xxx
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Freedom
in lockdown

Racing to the beach and into the sunlight.“We are so lucky and never forget it,”says Jenny Low who captured this image
of her children enjoying an escape from the house during lockdown.

Whale Fest is best

In a rare piece of good news for the local tour-
ism and events industry, the Island Whale Festi-
val is in the running for top spot at the Australian
Event Awards.

The 2019 Island Whale Festival has been con-
firmed as a finalist in the 2020 Awards.

The three-day Phillip Island Whale Festival
held in July 2019 was a uniquely interactive event
inviting participants to explore the natural envi-
ronment celebrating the arrival of whales in the
southern waters of the Island.

As well as a Festival Hub, several venues of-
fered hands-on interactive and educational ac-
tivities delivered by local organisations and re-
search scientists. The Festival experienced record
growth in 2019, attracting over 9000 participants.

Founded by Wildlife Coast Cruises and the Twwo
Bays Whale Project, the festival is coordinated
and supported by Destination Phillip Island, in
partnership with the Dolphin Research Institute,
Phillip Island Nature Parks and Bass Coast Shire
Council. The festival also received funding from
the Victorian Regional Events Fund.

“It has been great to see the accelerated growth
the festival has enjoyed with the awesome team
at DPI giving so much of their time to give it a big
push, and the shire and community getting be-
hind it,”said founding member John Dickie from
Wildlife Coast Cruises.

John thanked his staff for their involvement,
not only at work, but during their own time, say-
ing this had helped the festival’s journey. He sin-
gled out Mikala Peters (a co-founder), Jen McFee,
and Cecelia Roberts “who was representing in
2019”for special mention.

Kim Storey, General Manager, Destination
Phillip Island was thrilled to see the festival con-
firmed as a finalist in the prestigious awards.

“We are super excited that the 2019 Festival is
recognised for the culmination of effort from our
team and the organising committee.

“We thank the many organisations and com-
munity groups who delivered the experiences
across the three-day event, many of which were
volunteers,”Kim said.

Catherine Basterfield CEO of Phillip Island
Nature Parks was delighted to see the festival an-
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Interactive events at last year’s Island Whale
Festival, a finalist in the 2020 Australian Event
Awards, included climbing into a life-size rep-
lica of a female humpback whale.

nounced as an award finalist.

“The event is a collaborative effort and truly
showcases Phillip Island’s unique wildlife and
natural beauty and we are proud to be a part of it.”

Bass Coast Mayor Brett Tessari joined the cho-
rus on congratulations, saying it was fantastic the
event was receiving the recognition it deserved.

“Congratulations to all involved with the Island
Whale Festival and good luck in the finals.”

The awards are judged by event industry lead-
ers and experts from around Australia. Entries
are judged on all aspects of event management
including best practice, innovation, marketing,
stakeholder engagement and management, sus-
tainability, and event legacy.

Brenda LaPorte, co-chair of the judging panel
applauded the high quality of the events, and said
“the entries put forward for judging on average
scored significantly higher than last year”.

Australian Event Award Winners will be an-
nounced on October 21. More information is
available on www.eventawards.com.au

The 2021 Island Whale Festival will be on
July 2-4.

If you missed the festival in 2019, view the vid-
eo on @islandwhales Facebook page in the video
section.

Woolamai SLS Club has been nominated for two
Regional Achievement Awards for providing 60
years of continuous beach rescue and patrol ser-
vices on Phillip Island, as well as programs such
as the popular Nippers program. Pictured is
Cowes Primary School student Emily Kirkwood
participating in a Nippers board race.

Nominations
stack up for
Surf Club

Woolamai Surf Life Saving Club has re-
ceived two nominations for Regional Achieve-
ment Awards.

The club has been nominated for the Com-
munity Group Award and the Regional Devel-
opment Victoria Leadership and Innovation
Award, for providing 60 continuous years of
beach rescue and patrol services on Phillip
Island.

As well as lifesaving and rescue patrols, the
club runs the popular Nippers Program and
lifesaving, rescue, and first aid training pro-
grams.

The club has also been nominated for its
work to help Mallacoota SLSC replace its club
caravan, which was lost in the bushfires at the
start of the year.

The award finalists will be announced in Oc-
tober.
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ALEX 5COTT

AND STAFF

3/1A LESLIE AVENUE, COWES

$295,000

* Retirement Living

* 2 bedrooms/| bathroom/| car
* Open plan living, kitchen, dining

13 SHOALHAVEN ROAD, COWES

$549,000

* 3 bed/2 bath/2 car

* Fully enclosed alfresco area
* Plantation shutters

24 GOLDEN COURT, SUNSET STRIP

WE HAVE CASH

BUYERS READY
TO PURCHASE
NOW!

RENTAL PROPERTIES
URGENTLY WANTED

I5 CASUARINA COURT, COWES
5Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car,
Fully furnished

$550 pw

69 CHAPEL STREET, COWES

3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car $380 pw
2/49 CHAPEL STREET, COWES
2 Bed, | Bath,2 Car $285 pw

2/204 THOMPSON AVE, COWES
| Bed, | Bath, | Car, utilities included, fully
furnished $350 pw

WE HAVE QUALITY
TENANTS WAITING

I 13aThompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

LKO00237AA
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