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ISLAND
CHAMPIONS

8 PAGES
TO SAVE

WITH ALL THE 
GRAND FINAL 

ACTION

Phillip Island’s Under 18s finished their junior journey in style, claiming another premiership to cap off an incredible era. This core group of boys have now celebrated two U16 premier-
ships and two U18 premierships together – a back-to-back achievement at both levels. For many, this was their final game before heading off to university, work, or senior football, making 
the win even more meaningful. A close-knit bunch on and off the field – whether it’s footy, golf, surfing or fishing – they’ve built a special bond that showed in their dominant Grand Final 
performance. After Inverloch beat them earlier in the finals, the Bulldogs bounced back at full strength, combining brilliantly to secure a much-wanted premiership in emphatic fashion.
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BACK-TO-BACK PREMIERS
High-flying Oliver Duggan in action.

Jeremy Kelly clears the pack with assistance from Benji Chihotski and Captain Isaac Savona. Max Taylor celebrating the win. Jeremy Kelly awarded Best on Ground in the U18 Grand Final Annie in action – the U18 Bulldogs’ No.1 trainer. Cooper Walton in action against Inverloch.

Archie Ross leaps high along with Noah Forrest-Mabilia and 
Jack Kennedy.

Reef Ricky taking the mark. Cooper Walton celebrating the victory after the siren.Cha Cha Fischer using his crafty half forward skillsBailey Hennessy showing off his skills accompanied by 
Archie Ross, Will Hill, Jack Kennedy and Jack Briggs.

No.1 cheer squad in action for the U18 boysHuge support from the coaching staff and bench through-
out the game.

Will Hill leading the pack followed by Benji Chihotski, Finn O’Brien, Noah Willliams and Max Kelsey. U18s celebrating the win with Jess Gislingham. More photos at pisra.com.au/sport
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A GRIPPING BATTLE  
– JUST FALLING SHORT

NETBALL

The U17 netballers entered the Grand Final as un-The U17 netballers entered the Grand Final as un-
derdogs, having finished the season in third place.derdogs, having finished the season in third place.

They fought their way through a tough finals They fought their way through a tough finals 
series, including a nail-biting win in extra time to series, including a nail-biting win in extra time to 

secure their spot in the decider.secure their spot in the decider.
The Grand Final itself was just as tense, with the The Grand Final itself was just as tense, with the 

lead changing hands each quarter. The girls held a lead changing hands each quarter. The girls held a 
four-goal buffer heading into the last break, but in four-goal buffer heading into the last break, but in 
a gripping final term the margin swung back and a gripping final term the margin swung back and 
forth until they were edged out by just two goals.forth until they were edged out by just two goals.

It was a gallant performance, and the team It was a gallant performance, and the team 
should be immensely proud of their efforts. Im-should be immensely proud of their efforts. Im-
portantly, the entire side is made up mostly of portantly, the entire side is made up mostly of 
bottom-age players, giving them every chance to bottom-age players, giving them every chance to 
push for another Grand Final appearance – and push for another Grand Final appearance – and 
hopefully go one better – next year.hopefully go one better – next year.

Netball Cheer Squad in action.

GD Olivia Holmes and GK Jasira Derham doing their job  
in defense.

Aisha Hibbert played an amazing game as always. What a Grand Final against Cora Lynn, such a close game, 
the score shows it all.

Ellie Hennessy soaring high in the U17 Grand Final against 
Cora Lynn.

WA Piper O’Brien feeds the ball into the goal ring.

Ava Blake played her role well in the GS position.

U17 netballers running through the banner. More photos at pisra.com.au/sport
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SOCCER 
SUCCESS

U12A Mixed soccer team celebrate their win.
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BRILLIANT BREAKERS
Senior Women’s soccer 2025 Premiership team.

Lily Murphy in action in the U12 Girls soccer Grand Final. Blake Lewindon pushing forward in the U14 Mixed Grand Final. U12A Mixed Henry Kennedy diving for the ball. Levi Sylvio and James Titmarsh in the U14 Mixed team applying the pressure.

U14 Mixed team battled it out against Wonthaggi, unfortunately it wasn’t their day.U15 Girls celebrating their win after the Grand Final.Hannah Titmarsh controlling the ball supported by Zach Coldora and Isabella Gajewski.Judd Bland (Goalie), Nash Adams (Captain), Hannah Titmarsh and Zach Coldora in action.

U15 Girls soccer 2025 Premiership team. U12A Mixed soccer Premiership team. Reserves soccer 2025 Premiership team.
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SOCCER

The Phillip Island Soccer Club The Phillip Island Soccer Club 
is immensely proud to have had is immensely proud to have had 
seven teams reach this year’s seven teams reach this year’s 
Grand Finals – with four coming Grand Finals – with four coming 
away as premiers.away as premiers.

Grand Final winners were the Grand Final winners were the 
Senior Women, Reserves, U15 Senior Women, Reserves, U15 
Girls and U12A Mixed Break-Girls and U12A Mixed Break-
ers teams – a huge achievement ers teams – a huge achievement 
for the club.for the club.

With the club continuing to With the club continuing to 
grow at a rapid rate, it’s a testa-grow at a rapid rate, it’s a testa-

ment to the strength of its com-ment to the strength of its com-
mittee and the many dedicated mittee and the many dedicated 
members who give their time members who give their time 
to coordinate and support so to coordinate and support so 
many teams. Well done to the many teams. Well done to the 
Breakers Soccer Club on an Breakers Soccer Club on an 
outstanding season!outstanding season!

FOUR 
PREMIERSHIP 
CUPS FOR 
BREAKERS

Jacob Gwynne (Vice Captain) was awarded the Best and 
Fairest in the Reserves Grand Final.

Harry Sivori was awarded the Best and Fairest in the U12A 
Mixed Grand Final.

Congratulations to all the Titmarsh family for winning Best and Fairest Awards in their respective teams (L-R): U12B 
Mixed Gabrielle Titmarsh, Senior Women Evie Titmarsh and U14 Mixed Hannah Titmarsh.

The Sivori family proudly supporting Harry in his U12 Grand Final, (L-R) Graham, Harry, 
Stephanie, Violet and Lily Sivori.

U14 midfielder Angus Farman in action.
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COUNCIL

A Bass Coast Shire councillor 
has criticised a controversial 
planning policy, saying it will 
damage Phillip Island’s environ-
ment and lead to overdevelop-
ment outside town boundaries.

Cr Tim O’Brien successfully 
moved a motion, supported by 
all three Island Ward coun-
cillors, at last week’s council 
meeting for a council report on 
the Bass Coast Unlocking Ru-
ral Tourism Strategy (BURT), 
which was adopted by council in 
2023 (see separate story).

The report, which will come 
to the November meeting, will 
examine how the BURT will im-
pact the new State Government 
Distinctive Areas and Land-
scapes (DAL), which now pro-
tects the environment and stops 
development in sensitive areas.

However, in a confused and 
awkward council meeting Cr 
O’Brien was prevented from 
elaborating on his concerns, 
with Mayor Rochelle Halstead 
interrupting debate, instead re-
ferring councillors to discuss the 
need for a report only.

Cr O’Brien said originally he 
intended to call for the policy to 
be rescinded, but after advice 
from the council’s governance 
team, he “followed process” and 
instead called for a report to be 
delivered to the November meet-
ing, when councillors would 
then vote on its “discontinu-
ance”.

Last year farmers, commu-
nity groups and conservation-
ists opposed the BURT, calling 
on council candidates to scrap it 
and describing it as “dumb, nar-
row and misconceived”.

Cr O’Brien told the meeting 
the BURT undermined the “in-
tent in the DAL around preser-
vation of character, protecting 
environment and curtailing de-
velopment and growth into sen-
sitive areas”.

“Preserving the rural char-
acter of Phillip Island and the 
Bass Coast region is a primary 
responsibility of council,” Cr 
O’Brien said.

“The region’s sweeping ocean 
vistas and shorelines, framed by 
its scenic landscapes and undu-
lating farmlands, defi ne a unique 
rural character of national and 
international signifi cance.

“This is what the ill-conceived 
BURT puts at risk.”

He explained the BURT aimed 
to facilitate “mid- to large-scale 
tourism development” in areas 
now restricted by farm zoning, 
which brought “a host of poten-

tial unintended consequences”.
Under current zoning, activ-

ity is limited to small scale ini-
tiatives such as farm stays and 
farm gate sales.

“The BURT encourages ‘land 
bank’ purchasing, pushing up 
the price of farmland and capi-
tal values.

“No farm land is safe. It poses 
risk to some of our most trea-
sured places, hinterland and 
shorelines.

“The BURT pleases almost 
no-one ... It has little to no sup-
port from the community.”

He said the BURT adopted 
the “developer’s playbook” and 
“should carry a chill” for every-
one.

Council offi cers said BURT 
was created to examine why 
there was “limited or inappropri-
ate tourism investment” in the 
designated rural tourism areas.

“The strategy was prepared 
in the context of the DAL ... and 
directly references the need for 
rural tourism to align with this,” 
offi cers said.

Cr O’Brien was extensively 
quoted in last weekend’s Sunday 
Age, which featured a full-length 
story about the BURT on page 
three, highlighting concerns 
by local residents and farmers 
that big tourism developments 
on farmland would forever alter 

Phillip Island’s identity and en-
vironmental character.

Debate
Cr Ronnie Bauer said in the last 
council he voted against BURT.

“I thought then as I do now 
this policy does not value add to 
our island and since the intro-
duction of the Distinctive Areas 
and Landscapes Policy (DAL) 
has become problematic,” Cr 
Bauer said.

“During the last election 
campaign the BURT was often 
raised as a policy that was not 
suitable for Phillip Island and I 
agree.

“The BURT has a real possi-
bility of undermining the funda-
mental intentions of the DAL.”

Cr Halstead interrupted, say-
ing councillors weren’t debating 
whether they support the BURT, 
but whether they support the re-
port.

Cr Jan Thompson said 95 per 
cent of tourism operators on 
Phillip Island were small busi-
nesses that employ 20 or less 
staff.

“If a large-scale tourism en-
terprise wants to run a business 
on farmland they will bypass 
council and go straight to the 
Victorian planning authorities 
in the State Government,” Cr 
Thompson said.

As Cr O’Brien was summing 
up, Cr Mat Morgan called a 
point of order.

“According to our new gov-
ernance rules summing up mo-
tions need to be relevant to de-
bate points during that motion,” 
Cr Morgan said.

Cr Halstead said new gover-
nance rules didn’t allow a sum-
mary unless a councillor spoke 
against the motion.

However, when Cr O’Brien 
continued discussing the BURT, 
Cr Halstead interrupted multiple 
times, reiterating it wasn’t about 
whether he supported the BURT 
but the report.

After the council meeting, 
Cr Halstead told the Advertiser 
if the motion was to rescind the 
BURT, “then speaking for or 
against would be appropriate 
but the motion was calling for a 
report seeking further informa-
tion to inform a decision”.

“That report will be provided 
at the November meeting where 
I expect a well-informed, robust 
debate will take place around 
whether council should keep 
this strategy or remove it,” she 
said.

“Debating the strategy with-
out having received the infor-
mation you are requesting, is 
counter-productive and a breach 
of governance rule 39.1.”

Planning policy risks “our most treasured places”

PLANNING

The Bass Coast Unlock-
ing Rural Tourism strategy 
(BURT) makes way for ru-
ral land – especially along 
Phillip Island’s south coast 
– to be rezoned for tourism 
developments.

BURT was passed by 
Bass Coast Shire council-
lors in March 2023, but is 
yet to go through a planning 
scheme amendment, with 
the strategy currently able 
to inform but not dictate 
planning policy.

The council was awarded 
a grant from the Victorian 
Planning Authority to pre-
pare a draft BURT in 2022.

Local groups at the time 
warned the strategy was a 
“land grab for massive de-
velopments”, and that an 
“economic development 
agenda is driving the draft”.

Continued page 10

What is 
BURT?

Local groups warned the BURT 
was a “land grab for massive 
developments” on Phillip Island.

Cr Tim O’Brien (second from left) said a planning policy “pleases almost no-one” and “has little to no support from 
the community”. He was supported by Cr Ronnie Bauer (left), but Crs Mat Morgan and Jan Thompson (right) were 
not so convinced.
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Don’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

I am here to help.

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

INFRASTRUCTURE

Federal Senator Michelle 
Ananda-Rajah visited Cow-
es last week for a sod turn-
ing to mark the official start 
of the Cowes Foreshore 
Precinct project.

The project, delivered 
through $8 million fund-
ing from the Australian 
Government’s Regional 
Precincts and Partnerships 
Program and $1.6 million 
from council, will upgrade 
Thompson Avenue North 
and The Esplanade be-
tween Bass and Warley av-
enues.

Council said work will 
roll out across seven stages 
to minimise disruption for 
businesses and the com-
munity, and keep the area 
accessible for locals and 
visitors throughout con-
struction.

Stage 1 will run from 
September to December 
2025 focusing on essential 
upgrades to water, sewer 
and stormwater, as well 
as new kerbs, lighting and 
landscaping.

“This will help deliver a 
more pedestrian-friendly 
precinct with improved 
pavements and space for 
outdoor dining,” the council 
stated.

At the official opening, 
Bass Coast Mayor Cr Ro-
chelle Halstead described 
the project as “a major mile-
stone for Cowes and Bass 
Coast”.

“It is about connect-
ing our township with the 

foreshore, reinvigorating 
the character of Cowes and 
creating streets designed 
for people.

“We know how impor-
tant this foreshore is, not 
only as a place of natural 
beauty, but also as the heart 
of community life and a 
destination for visitors,” Cr 
Halstead said.

“I look forward to seeing 
this project unfold and the 
opportunities it will create 
for our community.”

Senator Ananda-Rajah 
said it had been around 10 
years since her last visit 
to the island, and it had 
“changed a lot, for the bet-
ter”.

“I love what has hap-
pened here on the fore-
shore,” she said.

“This is a real partner-
ship (that) will not only re-
fresh the appearance but 
will improve the amenity 
and accessibilty.”

The Senator also ac-
knowledged Fulton Hogan 
as the construction part-
ners for the project, noting 
many local workers and 
trades would be employed.

“We don’t speak enough 
about the impact of these 
infrastructure projects on 
skills acquisition.

“It is incredibly impor-
tant for our next generation 
of tradies and engineers.

“It is projects like this 
that enable those skills 
to be learned shoulder to 
shoulder with more experi-
enced engineers and other 
workers.”

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil CEO Greg Box described 
the project as transforma-
tion of the area, “enhancing 
walkability, enhancing the 
liveability”.

“This is a beautiful place 
and the setting will be an 
amazing one ... to come 
down that hill and experi-
ence that transformation.”

Timing
Council said the timing of 
the project, which builds 
on the Cowes Streetscape 
Masterplan, was designed 
to minimise disruption for 
locals and visitors.

With the MotoGP – one 
of the island’s major events 
– just weeks away, coun-
cil confirmed the project 
will shut down completely 
around the event, with the 
jetty area set up as an out-
door entertainment precinct.

“Everything will be 
open for the Grand Prix,” a 
spokesperson said.

“After that, roads works 
will begin.”

Work will shut down 
again on December 21, and 
there will be no roadworks 
during Christimas and the 
peak summer period.

Residents wanting to 
stay updated on the proj-
ect – including project shut-
down dates – can visit the 
Engage Bass Coast website, 
and subscribe to the council 
newsletter.

Key closure dates will 
also be promoted through 
council’s social media 
channels.

Design
The work on The Es-
planade is the first part 
of stage one of the proj-
ect, which includes sig-
nificant upgrades to the 
streetscape, including 
formalising one-way traf-
fic on Thompson Avenue 
(from Chapel Street) and 
The Esplanade, as well as 
increased retail, outdoor 
dining and public space.

The design plans for the 
project are available online: 
engage.basscoast.vic.gov.
au/thompson-ave-nth-and-
esplanade

It includes landscaping 
(garden beds, instant turf, 
tree planting), hardscaping 
(for example, paths, walls) 
and improved pedestrian 
access.

There will also be a re-
duction in car parking, with 
Thompson Avenue between 
the Esplanade and Chapel 
Street to have 36 car spaces 
– down from the current 53.

Along The Esplanade, 
car spaces will reduce from 
10 to six.

All work will be restrict-
ed to Thompson Avenue 
and The Esplanade.

Further stages
Stage two is to “reimagine” 
Thompson Avenue north, 
“where outdoor dining and 
trading and open space 
facilitate a people focused 
town centre”.

Stage three to six re-
quires detailed design 
before construction for 
Thompson Avenue South, 
Chapel Street, Church 
Street, Bass Avenue and 
Olive Justice Place can take 
place.

The masterplan time-
line includes projects in the 
first three years, plus ones 
scheduled in three to 10 
years.

Projects in the first three 
years include:
• formalise one-way vehicle 

traffic east and west from 
Thompson Avenue;

• implement trial for one-
way vehicle access north-
bound only on Thompson 
Avenue from Chapel 
Street;

• transition car parking on 
Thompson Avenue be-
tween Church Street and 
Chapel Street to short-
term managed parking 
restrictions (length of 
stay, time limits);

• reduce speed limit to 
20km/hr along Thompson 
Avenue north of Chapel 
Street;

• reduce speed limit to 
30km/hr along Thompson 
Avenue between Church 
Street and Chapel Street;

• install a new public toilet 
at Olive Justice Place, 
ensuring the design and 
location can be incorpo-
rated into a future overall 
upgrade to the broader 
Olive Justice Place area.

Projects in three to 10 
years:
• transition vehicle traf-

fic to one-way access 
northbound on Thomp-
son Avenue from Chapel 
Street;

• retrofit Chapel Street 
roundabout to accom-
modate change to vehicle 
access to Thompson Av-
enue;

10-plus years:
• design and construct a 

permanent pocket park at 
Olive Justice Place.

Details: engage.bass-
coast.vic.gov.au/cowes-
foreshoreprecinct

Cowes foreshore upgrade officially underway

Cr Tim O’Brien, Cr Tracey Bell, Senator Michelle Ananda-Rajah, CEO 
Greg Box and Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Rochelle Halstead at the turning 
of the sod, marking the start of the Cowes Foreshore Precinct project.
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Additional 
Council 
Meeting 
Bass Coast Shire Council will be holding 
an additional Council Meeting on 
Wednesday, 8 October. 

The meeting will commence at 1:00pm 
in the Council Chamber, Bass Coast Civic 
Centre, Baillieu Street East, Wonthaggi.

The purpose of this meeting is to 
consider the Community Vision 2045, 
Council Plan 2025-2029, Annual Action 
Plan 2025-2026 and the 2024-2025 
Financial Statements.

The agenda will be available on 
Council’s website at 
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/meetings. JD

06026A
A

NEWS

MOTORSPORT

Motorsport fans have weighed into the de-
bate about the future of the MotoGP at the 
Phillip Island Circuit.

As reported this month, negotiations to se-
cure the MotoGP at Phillip Island beyond the 
2026 event are underway, at the same time 
MotoGP great Wayne Gardner earlier this 
month said the event at Phillip Island was 
dying a “slow death” and flagged the event 
should be moved to another state

Hundreds of fans responded to the Ad-
vertiser article on social media, with some 
supporting the event’s move to The Bend, the 
Shell-V Power Motorsport Park, at Tailem 
Bend, South Australia, or alternatively the 
Sydney Motorsport Park at Eastern Creek. 
One fan even proposed it be moved to Cir-
cuit Italia, a new, privately funded circuit, 
near Raymond Terrace in NSW, designed to 
be an international-standard track able to 
host high-level events.

On Facebook, Wombat predicted “the 
Bend will get it”.

“The Victorian Government won’t fight 
for this,” Wombat said.

Shao said Sydney Motorsport “would be 
ideal and generate plenty of interest and 
money”.

However, many fans supported the event 
continuing at Phillip Island, but said costs 
were too high, the weather in October poor 
and track facilities “substandard”.

Subpar?
Comments included:

Cameron: “Philip Island is an amazing 
track and very iconic. The riders love it. But 
the actual event is sub-par when compared 
to other MotoGP events around the world.”

Lance: “Phillip Island is regarded as one 
of the best in the world and a rider favourite.

“It’s just a pity the spectators are forgot-
ten about. General admission gets nothing, 
grandstand prices are so expensive, and all 
they get is a seat, and the off-track stuff is a 
joke. Have been for so many years, and this 
year we will take the family on a holiday, 
and just watch the telecast, as the kids get a 
holiday, and will actually cost us less money. 
It’s just so over-priced now.”

Adelino: “I have been going to the World 

Superbikes and MotoGP for over 20 years 
travelling from SA. It’s a special place to 
watch racing. I will admit that the facilities 
could be better. But the old school nature of 
the event is what makes it charming … They 
need better activities and displays, music 
etc. The V8 supercars in Adelaide has all 
this and Phillip Island should use that as an 
example and model it.”

Drew: “Phillip Island Circuit is one of the 
best on the planet. But if you look at every 
other circuit on the calendar, our facilities 
are third world. I’d say they wouldn’t have 
the MotoGP there if it wasn’t for the track. 
Plus accommodation is sky high.”

Alistair: “The track ownership is the prob-
lem, not the event itself … overall the facili-
ties have barely changed … Spectator facili-
ties are still way behind the rest of the world.”

Morgan: “I think numbers are down from 
35 years ago due to cost of living more than 
from people wanting to go.”

Garry: “Accommodation is through the 
roof. They should look at alternating be-
tween the Bend, Sydney Motorsport and 
Phillip Island.”

Simon: “There is no suitable alternative 
track available in Australia. So how can it 
move?”

Chris: “Most of the riders love the track 

and the racing, but they also point to the 
weather at the time of the year it’s sched-
uled. Compared with other tracks around 
the world, spectators certainly get a raw 
deal at Phillip Island for what they pay … To 
lose Phillip Island would be sad, but money 
must be spent if it is to continue.”

Aaron: “The island is the best track in 
Australia. The thing killing it is the price.”

Greg: “Change the date when it’s warmer 
then you will get me back. Four years of cold 
and rain turned me off. Asian tracks are close 
and cheap to watch. A much better option.”

Mark: “Great track for racing but abso-
lutely third world class facilities, food and 
entertainment.”

David: “Perhaps it is not best for motor-
cycle sport in Australia the MotoGP and 
World Superbikes are both at Phillip Island. 
It would be better if one of those events went 
to another venue.”

Andy: “I’m no fan of Gardner but he’s cor-
rect on this one. The best track in the world 
with the worst facilities. Overpriced entry, 
overpriced food and drinks and sub-stan-
dard amenities all add up to poor value for 
money.”

Daniel: “It’s cheaper to go to the Malay-
sian GP for two weeks than Philip Island for 
four days.”

COMMUNITY

National Police Remembrance 
Day coincides with Victoria’s 
Blue Ribbon Day and is also 
dedicated to honouring police 
officers who have died in the line 
of duty.

Recent and ongoing events in 
regional Victoria are a reminder 
to us all how the nature of police 
work can be incredibly danger-
ous. 

On September 29 we honour 
the lives and service of fallen po-
lice officers who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice while on duty 
or as a result of their duties. Na-
tional Police Remembrance Day 
(NPRD) is a solemn occasion 
to pay tribute to the courage, 
commitment, and dedication of 
police officers who protect our 
community.

The Victoria Police Blue Rib-
bon Foundation perpetuates the 
memory of members of the Vic-
toria Police who have died in the 
line of duty through the support 
of worthwhile community proj-
ects within Victoria.

It aims to encourage the pub-
lic to remember the sacrifice of 
officers who have fallen in the 
line of duty and to show all serv-
ing members of Victoria Police 
that their work and commitment 
are valued by a caring commu-
nity.

This year, Victoria Police 
Legacy has set up a fundraiser 
to support the victims of the 
Porepunkah shootings. You can 
donate at: www.policelegacyvic.
org.au

For information on National 
Police Remembrance Day: npm.
org.au/about/remembrance-
day-services/

Details of the Blue Ribbon 
Foundation: remember.org.au/

National Police 
Remembrance Day: 
Monday,  
September 29

Fans debate MotoGP future

Hundreds of fans on social media responded to the Advertiser’s article on the future of the MotoGP, with 
some supporting the event’s move to The Bend (the Shell-V Power Motorsport Park, at Tailem Bend, South 
Australia), or alternatively the Sydney Motorsport Park at Eastern Creek, with others arguing the “Phillip 
Island circuit is one of the best on the planet”.

National Police Remembrance Day on 
September 29 coincides with Victoria’s 
Blue Ribbon Day and is also dedicated 
to honouring police officers who have 
died in the line of duty.

Seafood celebrated at TIDAL Festival
The wet and windy conditions couldn’t 
dampen the spirits of locals and visitors 
who came to San Remo on the weekend 
to enjoy the TIDAL Seafood Festival.

More photos at pisra.com.au

Musician Steph Strings at the TIDAL festival. 
Crowds braved the wind and rain to see the local 
musician who is making waves internationally.

Bruce & Luke from the Bendigo 
Community Bank.

The Westernport Hotel team were 
kept busy cooking at the festival.

Keeping it colourful in a nautical 
themed suit.



THE ADVERTISER  |   Wednesday, September 24, 20258

73 Church Street, Cowes     |     P: (03) 5952 3312     |     E: fi xme@waterfrontcomputers.com.au

Have you upgraded to Windows 11?
Have you had a computer health check lately?

Contact us to fi nd out if your device can be upgraded!

Digital Technology Training
Unlock Your Digital Confi dence! 
Are you challenged by technology, or simply want 
to feel more confi dent online?

Join our 8-week hands-on training course 
designed to fi ll the gaps, boost your skills, 
and make technology fi nally make sense. 

Practical, step-by-step learning, we’ll help you:
• Master the everyday tech you already use
• Stay safe online with email & internet security
• Gain confi dence with hardware, software & apps 
• Enjoy byte-sized lessons in a friendly, supportive 

environment.
Don’t let technology hold you back. Take control, 
gain clarity, and enjoy learning in a relaxed space 
at Waterfront Computers.

LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE 
 SECURE YOUR SPOT TODAY! 

DATES:
• Tuesday 30 September 2025 
• Thursday 9 October 2025

LAUNCH PRICE: $880! Normal Price: $1460)

FOR BOOKINGS:
E: learn@digitaltechnologytraining.com.au
P: 0449 727 689
www.digitaltechnologytraining.com.au
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Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi 
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi  

(P.O Box 35, Wonthaggi)
Cowes office (by appointment)

15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au 

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.
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NEWS

MAJOR PROJECTS

A $2.5 million, triple-storey hotel 
planned for Cowes – which was 
rejected by Bass Coast Shire 
councillors earlier this year – 
has now been given the green 
light following VCAT mediation.

As reported in February, 
councillors refused a planning 
permit for 13 Warley Avenue 
and 44-46 and 48 Thompson Av-
enue, which covered the devel-
opment of a residential modular 
hotel and use of the land for a 
restricted retail premises, and 
reduction in car parking.

The hotel on Warley Avenue 
included 15 suites, modular con-
struction and would be just over 10 
metres high, and 576sqm in size.

Although council officers 
recommended approving the de-
velopment – including a waiver 
of six car parking spaces – sub-
ject to 37 conditions, councillors 
moved an alternative motion, re-
fusing the permit.

The motion said the proposal 
was inconsistent with provision 
of parking and impacts of traf-
fic under the council’s planning 
scheme.

Following refusal, the devel-
oper took the council to VCAT 
in April.

A Bass Coast Shire Council 
spokesperson last week con-
firmed in late August the devel-
opment was set aside by VCAT 
and a permit approved, with an 
amended car parking manage-
ment plan “satisfying” council’s 
parking concerns.

“The hotel will be afforded 
the use of three car spaces with-
in the neighbouring property 
on an as needs basis, with these 
spaces available to the public at 
all other times,” the spokesper-
son said.

One of Phillip Island’s biggest 
developers – boxing promoter 
Brian Amatruda – told the Ad-
vertiser the hotel would be open 
next year after eight months of 
construction, with a speedier 
build because of the modular 
design.

Parking
No external buildings and 
works were planned for 44-48 
Thompson Avenue, which has a 
leasable floor area of 80sqm and 
is currently being tenanted by 

The Reject Shop.
The hotel will have nine car 

spaces, while the retail area will 
have 18 but requires 24, thus the 
permit seeks a six-park waiver.

However, Mr Amatruda said 
because he owned the adjoining 
car park, which has 22 spaces 
and is currently used by the pub-
lic, three parks would be taken 
from this section to be used by 
the hotel.

Mr Amatruda previously 
said he was disappointed by the 
council’s refusal, saying the proj-
ect would be good for the Phillip 
Island economy, employment 
and accommodation offering.

“I’m disappointed councillors 
went against shire planners’ rec-
ommendation.”

Mr Amatruda also owns Ne-
whaven’s old Boys Home, and 
last week confirmed renovation 
of the heritage building would 
this month be complete, with 
plans to open it as Airbnb-style 
accommodation next year.

The developer also owns the 
hotel at 349-357 Church Street, 
Cowes, on the corner of Justice 
Road, which also uses modular 
buildings.

DROUGHT

A farmer mental health event 
has called on the public to be 
aware of a potential increase 
of cattle on roads, saying the 
drought was seeing some ani-
mals seek green fodder on road 
verges.

The free Shed Talk workshop 
at Surf Beach last Wednesday 
heard farmers agree the public 
needed to understand the pres-
sures facing those on the land, 
with fencing currently a problem.

“There are cattle getting on 
to the road because they’re that 
hungry (for green pasture) they 
bust the wires on the fence,” a 
farmer said.

“Some drivers go faster, but 
they need to slow down.”

As previously reported, lo-
cal farmers have been buying 
hay and silage from as far as 
Queensland at a cost of about 
$22,000 a truck load to get cattle 
through the current drought.

Bass farmer and accredited 
mental health social worker 
Nikole Schellekens ran the 
event, saying while farmers 
always faced a range of chal-
lenges, the current drought was 
adding extra pressure.

“It looks green out there but 
it’s not,” said Nikole, who is the 
founder of AgMind Australia.

“At this time of year we 
should be up to our ankles or 
knees in mud. Many farmers lo-
cally have had to destock, which 
is a big stress.

“Shed Talk is not therapy and 
it’s not a lecture or a powerpoint 
presentation. Instead, it opens 
the doors to honest conversa-
tions about pressure, stress, and 
how to look out for yourself and 
others.”

Surf Beach farmer Bill Clee-

land hosted the event in his 
woolshed and said he supported 
“whatever can be done to help 
farmers in these extreme condi-
tions”.

“We are still struggling for 
rainfall. Days are getting lon-
ger and warmer and the wind is 
playing a huge role.

“We’ll get a couple of milli-
metres and then seven days of 
wind and everything is dry and 
dusty.”

Male farmers in Australia are 
estimated to die by suicide at 
two to three times the rate of the 
general population.

“Despite this, many farmers 
avoid asking for help due to the 
culture of stoicism and self-reli-
ance,” Nikole said.

Proud
A retired dairy farmer said 
farmers were “proud people and 
don’t ask for help”, adding when 
he was working the land there 
was no mental health support, 
and any resources were a wel-
come addition to the industry.

“I go for a walk, support and 
talk with other men now. Things 
like R U Ok? are so important. 
We should make time to talk 
with neighbours and mates,” the 
retired farmer said.

“People say grown men 
shouldn’t cry but they go home 
and cry. There’s no shame in 
that.”

A beef farmer said they lost 
three pregnant cows in one 
night, which knocked him “flat” 
but then he realised others had it 
worse with another farmer los-
ing 15 in a night.

Another farmer agreed say-
ing a friend lost 19 calves in a 
month, which forced the family 
to cancel the following year’s 
holiday.

COMMUNITY

Established in 2006, the Phillip 
Island RSL Day Club provides 
friendship, laughter and purpose.

“At Phillip Island RSL, com-
munity is at the heart of every-
thing we do,” said President Pe-
ter Paul.

“One of the finest examples of 
this spirit is our Day Club. Next 
year marks a milestone anniver-
sary, and it is the perfect time to 
pause and recognise the incred-
ible group of women who bring 
this club to life each week.

“Our Day Club ladies are the 

quiet achievers of Phillip Is-
land,” he said.

“They gather each Monday in 
the ANZAC Room, sharing sto-
ries, enjoying activities, listen-
ing to guest speakers, and head-
ing out on excursions together. 
But more than that, they create 
a safe, welcoming place where 
connections flourish and loneli-
ness is eased.

“As President, I wish to ex-
tend my gratitude and admira-
tion to each and every member 
of the Day Club.

“You remind us that commu-
nity is not just built through big 

events, but also through the con-
sistent kindness of people who 
show up for one another.”

New members are invited to 
come along and see for themselves 
what the Day Club is all about.

“Whether you are seeking 
friendship, a sense of belonging, 
or simply a good cup of tea, a 
wholesome lunch and conversa-
tion, you will be welcomed with 
open arms,” Peter said.

“Here’s to the Day Club ladies 
of Phillip Island RSL. May the 
coming year be one of celebra-
tion, joy and continued compan-
ionship.”

New Cowes hotel given green light

Celebrating Phillip Island RSL Day Club

Farmers unite for support

Local farmer and mental health social worker Nikole Schellekens (left) held a 
farmer mental health workshop at Surf Beach last week at the property of Bill 
and Amanda Cleeland.

The Phillip Island RSL Day Club provides friendship, laughter and purpose. RSL President Peter Paul (left), with Chris 
Mead, Elaine Inglis and Cheryl Overton (Committee Member), congratulated the group on its achievements.
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FUNDRAISER

Members of the Submerge cold 
water swim group are swapping 
the waters of Phillip Island for 
the mountain trails of Tasmania 
in November.

The group have signed up for 
the Point 2 Pinnacle half mara-
thon raising money for the Brain 
Cancer Centre (founded by Car-
rie’s Beanies 4 Brain Cancer).

Speaking on behalf of the 
group, member Julie McKnight 
said over 20 women from the is-
land were part of the 50-strong 
“Sarah’s Hope” team, founded by 
friend and part-time islander Sar-
ah Kelly, who was diagnosed with 
brain cancer several years ago.

The Point 2 Pinnacle is a 
21.1km run – and 1271 metres 
elevation – known as the world’s 
toughest half marathon, Julie 
explained.

Julie and Sarah have a long 
running history together, and 
have competed in other mara-
thon events.

They are also both members 
of Submerge – a group that 
meets every day at the Cowes 
Jetty at 7am weekdays (and 
7.30am on weekends).

Julie joined the group when 
she moved permanently to the 
island about four years ago, and 
then invited Sarah to join as well.

“None of the rest of the group 
knew Sarah until she came to 
Submerge,” Julie explained.

“And none of them have done 
an event like this before, but they 
jumped on board to support her.”

She described the Submerge 
community as really special, 
saying it attracts all ages.

“For anyone going through 
tough times, the ladies are there.

“They come in the morning, 
have a dip and a chat ... put the 
world to right.”

That cold water community 
has rallied together to support 
Sarah.

“When an individual is di-
agnosed, people rally, then life 
goes on,” said Julie.

“It’s groups like this that 
make the difference. Various 
people in the group are going 
through different things, and ev-
eryone is cooking for them, sup-
porting them.

“It’s constant. It’s an every 
day thing.”

Julie said they are all inspired 
by Sarah, who describes herself 
as “living with brain cancer”.

“She won’t let the brain can-
cer define her,” said Julie.

“It’s a big part of her life, but 
what she’s done outside of that is 
extraordinary.

“She connected with the 
Brain Centre and is now in-
volved in research, fundraising 
and events.”

That includes giving talks for 
local organisations, CWA, Ro-
tary and schools. Anyone inter-
ested in booking Sarah for a talk 
can contact her on 0425 749 698.

Fundraiser
As part of their fundraising  
efforts for Point 2 Pinnacle,  

the women have organised a 
morning tea fundraiser on Oc-
tober 25 at St Philip’s in Thomp-
son Avenue, Cowes, from 9am 
onwards.

“The Submerge women are 
catering,” Julie said.

“Various members have do-
nated tea, coffee, jams, their 
time.

“Even the ladies who aren’t 
doing the marathon are going to 
help us on the day.”

St Philip’s has generously do-
nated the use of the hall for the 
event.

People can support the fun-
draiser by coming along on 
the day to enjoy tea, coffee and 
scones, buying a raffle ticket or 
making a donation.

To donate to the fundraiser 
visit: tinyurl.com/36uju5c5 (or 
grassrootz.com) or scan the QR 
code.

To support the fundraiser  
by donating raffle items  
contact Julie McKnight on 0407 
080 702.

ENVIRONMENT

Feral pests are in the crosshairs 
of Bass Coast Shire Council, 
with councillors voting in sup-
port of measures to tackle the 
rabbit “plague” on Phillip Island.

Cr Ronnie Bauer moved a mo-
tion calling for a report by coun-
cil officers for the eradication of 
rabbits, as well as feral cats and 
deer on the mainland.

Cr Bauer said the rabbit popu-
lation on the island was “out of 
control”, causing thousands of 
dollars damage, including to 
residents’ gardens.

“Since last year’s council 
election the two questions I 
have been most asked is what is 
happening with the recreation 
reserve, and what is council do-
ing about the bloody rabbits,” Cr 
Bauer said, adding rabbit holes 
were also a tripping hazard.

“The rabbits are burrowing 
under people’s homes and dig-
ging up everybody’s gardens. 

I know of a garden in Cowes ... 
where according to the owner, at 
least $20,000 damage has been 
done by these pests.

“They must be costing coun-
cil a fortune in both appearance 
and maintenance of our public 
assets.”

Council officers said they 
worked with Phillip Island Na-
ture Parks (PINP) and Bass 
Coast Landcare on rabbit con-
trol on Phillip Island, “while 
minimising risk to native wild-
life”, including baiting under 
protective cages, fumigation, 
and rabbit proof fencing.

They said next year a PINP 
trial run by a PhD candidate will 
study the effectiveness of con-
trol methods and determine the 
risk to Eastern Barred Bandi-
coots and other animals.

Council funds Bass Coast 
Landcare to provide advice to 
residents on measures, with 
landowners responsible for rab-
bit control on their land.

Pindone
Cr Mat Morgan said feral animals 
were a problem across the shire.

“I’d love to say this report will 
come back with a magic solu-
tion,” Cr Morgan said.

Cr Tim O’Brien agreed saying 
even feral pigs had been found 
in the Western Port Woodlands 
at Grantville, where a range of 
pests eat low to mid-level plants.

Cr O’Brien said while the 
council tackled weeds across 
the shire, the same “affirmative 
action” needed to be extended to 
feral animal control.

He flagged the poison Pin-
done was no longer used be-
cause of “unintended risks”.

“It’s very easy to walk out to 
your garden and see $200-$300 
worth of plants put in the day 
before all gone,” Cr O’Brien said.

Mayor Rochelle Halstead said 
earlier this month she saw on so-
cial media deer on the road, add-
ing feral animals were a safety 
risk.

War on rabbits declared

Rabbit in the headlights: According to one Cowes resident, at least $20,000 
damage has been done to their garden by rabbits, with Bass Coast Shire council-
lors now planning a report to tackle the ever-breeding bunnies.

Submerging in a marathon
Some of the Submerge team who have organised a Morning Tea fundraiser on October 25, for the Brain Cancer Centre, with over 20 members of the group signed 
up for the Point 2 Pinnacle half marathon in November. From left: Deb, Brenda, Julie, Maree, Sharon and mascot Luna.

From page 1
More than 300 people 

gave feedback on the draft, 
arguing Phillip Island 
would be “changed forever” 
if it went ahead.

Following the community 
pushback, the final strategy 
admitted the draft largely 
ignored environmental is-
sues, with the final BURT 
stating it would “ensure en-
vironmental and landscape 
preservation are adequately 
considered”.

BURT currently states 
its aim is to make planning 
align with economic devel-
opment to create jobs and 
allows changes to the plan-
ning scheme that previously 
“may have restricted tour-
ism investment”.

It allows for seven key ru-
ral tourism precincts on ru-
ral land across Bass Coast.

On Phillip Island this in-
cludes:
• land to the north and west 

of Sunset Strip;
• land between Pyramid 

Rock Road and the Phillip 
Island Racetrack; and

• land between Surf Beach 
and Samuel Amess Drive, 
Newhaven.

Last year farmers, com-
munity groups and conser-
vationists organised a pub-
lic meeting to oppose the 
BURT, alarmed by its full 
impact after the Victorian 
Planning Minister inter-
vened to approve the Viet-
nam Veterans Museum at 
Newhaven.

The government cited 
BURT as “effectively iden-
tifying all of Phillip Island 
as being suitable for tourism 
uses”.

A key speaker at the 
meeting was Jeff Floyd, for-
mer Tourism Victoria and 
AAA Tourism CEO, former 
CEO and chair of Parks Vic-
toria and former chair of 
Phillip Island Nature Parks.

Jeff said he was “pro-
tourism”, but BURT was a 
“dumb approach, narrow 
and misconceived”.

They called on the coun-
cil and councillor candi-
dates to scrap BURT.

What is BURT?
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COUNCIL

Cowes residents are calling 
on Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil to fulfill an overdue 
promise to fix the bluestone 
wall at Erehwon Point.

Last April the Adver-
tiser reported the council 
had allocated funds for the 
repair work of the wall, 
on The Esplanade, in the 
2024/25 budget.

However, residents last 
week said after about 18 
months there was still 
no progress, with large 
chunks fallen over and 
gaps in the wall.

Resident Jeff Floyd said 
with this year’s installation 
of parking bumpers to stop 
cars hitting the wall “there 
is now no excuse not to get 

your maintenance team in 
to do the work before sum-
mer”.

“Why can’t simple, es-
sential maintenance tasks 
just happen, without a 
community campaign,” 
said Jeff.

“This wall is highly val-
ued by the community, 
(but) looks a disgrace and 
is unsafe.”

On social media, Chris-
tine agreed, commenting 
with the current Cowes 
streetscape masterplan 
underway “it seems ridicu-
lous to be spending heaps 
of money beautifying the 
main street when the chil-
dren’s area on the main 
beach esplanade looks der-
elict”.

“Tourists and locals 

alike are disgusted and it 
is very dangerous. One of 
those big bluestone rocks 
falling would crush a tod-
dler,” she said.

Ann said it was “danger-
ous and a massive eyesore”.

“It’s an iconic wall and I 
can’t believe it’s in such dis-
repair.”

Last week a council 
spokesperson said minor 
repair works would happen 
before Christmas.

Last year a council 
spokesperson said staff 
would inspect the site and 
undertake minor works to 
mitigate risk to public safe-
ty, including the removal of 
pieces of bluestone.

The wall is more than 
half a century old, con-
structed in the 1950s.

COMMUNITY

A part of its 88th birthday 
celebrations, the Phillip 
Island fire brigade held its 
annual dinner and awards 
presentation this month.

Eight members re-
ceived service medals:
• Five Year Certificates: 

Phillip Hodges, Kaye 
Johnston

• 15 Year Service Medal: 
Tim Anderson, Robin 
Adair

• 20 Year Service Medal: 
Sylvio Zanforlin, Simon 
Hartley

• 25 Year Service Medal: 
Susan Waterton, Terry 
Quarrell

National Medals
Four members, Robin 
Adair, Rhyce Davis, Paul 
Hayes and Rebecca Quar-
rell received a National 
Medal.

The National Medal 
was created by Royal 
Warrant and is awarded 
by the Governor General 
to personnel in Australia’s 
emergency services.

The medal is awarded 
for diligent long service to 
the community in hazard-
ous circumstances, includ-
ing in times of emergency 
and national disaster, in 
direct protection of life 
and property.

Brigade Awards
A number of brigade awards 
were also presented:
• Captain’s Award: Paul 

Hayes
• Artie Murdoch Firefight-

er of the Year Award: 
Anita Reid

• President’s Award: Phil-
lip Hodges

• Kipp Stratmann Award 

for the best new recruit: 
Irene Christy

• Brigade Life Member-
ship: Gary Grace

Chris May from Mel-
bourne Firefighter Stair 
Climb also came and pre-
sented Rebecca Quarrell 
with trophies for Fastest 
Female time for the day 
and first in her category.

Fire brigade celebrates 
88th birthday

As part of its 88th birthday celebrations, Phillip Island fire bri-
gade held its annual dinner and awards presentation this month.

Kyle Murdoch with Anita Reid who 
won the Artie Murdoch Firefight-
er of the Year Award, named in 
honour of Kyle’s grandfather.

Paul Hayes (left) and brigade 
captain Lino Drazzi, receiving 
the Captain’s Award.

Hitting a brick wall on 
Erehwon repair work

Last April the Advertiser reported the council had allocated funds for the repair work of the wall, on 
The Esplanade, in the 2024/25 budget. The wall is yet to be repaired.
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TICKETS $85 PP 
(BEVERAGES NOT INCLUDED)

OR $125 PP
(BEVERAGES INCLUDED)

SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER

8AM-11AM

PHILLIP ISLAND RSL

BREAKFAST & DRINKS
PHILLIP ISLAND RSL

BREAKFAST & DRINKS

(BEVERAGES NOT INCLUDED)(BEVERAGES NOT INCLUDED)

*Terms & Conditions apply

(BEVERAGES INCLUDED)

DON’T DROP THE BALL-

SCAN TO 
PURCHASE:*

LEGENDS & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

BEN COUSINS & LENNY HAYES

  

PIRSL.COM.AU

/PHILLIPISLANDRSL

225-243 THOMPSON AVE COWES VIC
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27/06 AFL GRAND FINAL
28/09 NICK CARVER - 5PM

4/10 THE BEATLES LEGACY SHOW - $20+BF
5/10 PETE DAVIS - 5PM

5/10 NRL GRAND FINAL - 7PM

11/10 50/50 DUO - 8.30PM
12/10 RENEE & DAVE - 5PM

18/10 EUROGLIDERS - $39+BF
19/10 LAING BROS - 5PM

PLUS:
WEDNESDAY NIGHT
$17 PARMA NIGHT
THURSDAY NIGHT

$20 BURGER NIGHT
FRIDAY NIGHT
MEAT RAFFLE

SUNDAY
$25 ROASTS

WWW.THEWESTERNPORT.COM.AU
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05725A

K

Partnerships Against Pests Spring 2025 Series
Integrated Invasive Species Management 

Field days for Bass Coast
Learn your local weeds, the most effective and effi cient ways to control them, 

and information on local rabbit and fox control techniques and programs. 
Session 1: Phillip Island

Dates/Time:  Saturday 4th October – 10am to 2pm
Venue: Starting @ Berninneit Cowes 91-97 Thompson Avenue, 

Cowes VIC 3922. Then self-drive to Phillip Island Recreation Reserve 
(old carnival site).

Catering: Lunch provided, RSVP essential
RSVP: Please book your place at 

www.trybooking.com/DFQLP
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THE PULSE

ENVIRONMENT

Learn your local weeds 
and the most effective 
ways to control them, as 
well as information on 
local rabbit and fox con-
trol programs with Bass 
Coast Landcare Network 
(BCLN) at a series of field 
days coming up this spring 
across the region.

BCLN is working with 
our local Landcare groups 
to deliver four sessions de-
signed for anyone on any 
sized property, with one 
each at Phillip Island, Ko-
rumburra and Kilcunda/
Wonthaggi as well as an 
online session on the vari-
ous apps and technologies 
in play to help identify, 
track and map invasive 
species.

These will be free ses-
sions, with the first one on 
Phillip Island at Bernin-
neit and the new Phillip 
Island Recreation Reserve 
in Cowes on Saturday Oc-
tober 4, 10am to 2pm, in-
cluding a catered lunch.

Each of the sessions will 
follow a similar format but 
with a focus on weeds and 
pest animals that are more 
relevant to each area.

Hear from various 
BCLN staff at these days, 
who will share their exten-
sive experience in weed 
spraying, woody weeding, 
community programs, 
rabbit and fox control.

BCLN’s Works Crew 
Leading hand, Bill Barry 
will show samples of vari-
ous weeds, answer your 
questions and discuss 
the most effective control 
methods and timing to 
get better impact for your 
weed control efforts.

The BCLN Invasive 
Species team, will share 
information on control 

programs and methods, 
featuring Jack Harriss, on 
rabbit control programs 
including exclusion fenc-
ing techniques, as well as 
Aaron Stephens, who will 
share information about 
fox control programs.

BCLN’s Lisa Wangman, 
Education, Training and 
Communications Man-
ager, will also facilitate a 
short session on working 
together, discussing needs 
and pooling resources for 
better impacts on control-
ling invasive species. 

Each of the days will 
include a guided walk at a 
local reserve, highlighting 
some of the local weeds, 
demonstrating removal 
techniques, and discuss-
ing impacts across the re-
gion.

This free series has 
been made possible with 
funding from Agriculture 
Victoria through the Part-
nerships against Pests 
program for the BCLN 
project, ‘Building capacity 
against complacency’.

To book your place at 

the first session on Phillip 
Island on Saturday Octo-
ber 4, please go to: www.
trybooking.com/DFQLP

Online
The next sessions in the 
series will be confirmed in 
the coming weeks.

An online webinar fo-
cussing on new Tech, Apps 
and other ways we can 
identify, map and manage 
invasive species is also in 
planning for November, as 
well as the release of an 
online, Bass Coast specific 
Weed calendar, all part of 
the BCLN project.

Please check the Bass 
Coast Landcare Network 
News and Events web 
page for updates and con-
firmation of dates, loca-
tions and details for events 
in the series at www.bass-
coastlandcare.org.au /
newsandevents

For enquiries on this 
series, please contact Lisa 
Wangman on lisa.wang-
man@basscoastlandcare.
org.au
/ Sponsored article /

MUSIC

Aria-award winning art-
ist Clare Bowditch per-
forms at Archies Creek 
Hall on October 5, as part 
of a 20th anniversary tour 
for her album “What was 
Left”.

“What Was Left” stands 
as an extraordinary anom-
aly; a stunningly instru-
mented, profoundly inti-

mate, cheeky, rebellious, 
heart-breaking, uplifting, 
and now uniquely beloved 
time-capsule of emotions 
and topics the majority of 
pop songs did their darnd-
est to avoid, like grief and 
motherhood.

The year the album was 
released, Bowditch won 
the coveted Best Female 
Artist ARIA thanks to this 
little album that could.

To celebrate the 20th 
birthday, along with a re-
gional tour, a special, lim-
ited edition vinyl has also 
been released.

Don’t miss this unique 
show and opportunity to 
revisit “What was Left”.

Tickets for the October 
5 show at Archies Creek 
Hall on sale now at www.
trybooking.com/events/
landing/1441756

Partnership against pests

Clare Bowditch comes to Archies Creek

Learn your local weeds and the most effective ways to control 
them, as well as information on local rabbit and fox control 
programs with Bass Coast Landcare Network (BCLN) at a series of 
field days, starting with Phillip Island on October 4.
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NEED SOME FAMILY FUN THIS
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS?

Book online and race the 750m replica 
of the world-famous 

Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit

Open 7 days
Mon - Fri: 9.30am - 4.30pm

Sat - Sun: 9am - 4.30pm

phillipislandgokarts.com.au

JD
05911A

A$25 UNLIMITED
BOWLING, LAZER TAG & TABLE TENNIS

91-97 Settlement Rd Cowes

5952 3977

PHILLIP ISLAND
TENPIN BOWLING
& ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

www.pitenpin.com.au

EVERY NIGHT OVER THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS!

6:30PM - 9:30PM
MINIMUM OF 4 PLAYERS REQUIRED

JD
05938A

A

COMMUNITY

The CWA Twilight group is baking and 
preserving favourites for the Spring Bake 
Sale at the St Philip’s Church Market on 
Saturday September 27, from 9am.

Scones, sponges, slices, yo-yos and 
cupcakes will all be there and fabulous 
Devonshire teas will be served on the 
lawn.

“Your support means we can direct 
funds to vulnerable women, children and 
families,” said Twilight President Sally 
Ann Matthews.

The money raised will help stock the 
Mum’s Pantry at the library in Bernin-
neit.

The pantry, in the children’s book sec-
tion, is filled with essentials for mums 
and bubs who are vulnerable.

It supplies a range of free items such 
as nappies, food, shampoo and ‘feel good 
products’ to the community.

If you have ever thought of joining 
CWA – come and say hello at the market.

Spring Bake Sale.  Saturday Septem-
ber 27, 9amSt Philip’s Church Market, 
Cowes.

COMMUNITY

This October, the Victo-
rian Seniors Festival re-
turns to Bass Coast.

Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil is hosting and work-
ing with local commu-
nity groups to hold events 
across the region.

With the theme Con-
nect, Create, Celebrate, it’s 
an invitation for older Vic-
torians to re-connect with 
hobbies, explore new in-
terests, and come together 
with others.

From social competi-
tions at sporting clubs and 
card games to band and 
vocal performances, art 
and craft events, history 
tours and lunches, there 
will be something to suit 
all tastes and interests in 
this year’s festival.

A highlight of this 
year’s festival is the free 
art workshops in Coronet 
Bay. 

Council has partnered 
with Luminous Galleries 
to provide three free work-
shops followed by an exhi-
bition on the foreshore.

Each session is capped 
at 20 people, so bookings 
are essential.
• Sunday October 5. Gar-

den Plywood Workshop: 
Participants will paint 
and decorate their own 
unique plywood pieces 
in vibrant colours and 
take home a varnished 

artwork to treasure.
• Saturday October 11. Flu-

id Art and Murals Work-
shop: Explore the magic 
of bold paint, colour 
movement and creative 
play with unexpected 
tools like hairdryers.

• Saturday October 18. Al-
uminium Art Workshop: 
Learn how to create 
textured, shimmering 
metallic artworks using 
glue, foil and imagina-
tion.

The program culmi-
nates in an exhibition 
showcasing the creativ-
ity on the Coronet Bay 
Foreshore from October 
26 – November 30, with 
an opening celebration on 
Saturday November 2 at 
4pm.

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr 
Rochelle Halstead, said 
the festival is all about 
community connection 
and celebration.

“We’re so proud to 
support the many local 
groups who have organ-
ised events or applied for 
festival grants this year. 
These groups are open-
ing their doors to welcome 
you, so don’t be shy.

“Lean into the spirit of 
the festival and Connect, 
Create and Celebrate.”

To view the full Bass 
Coast Seniors Festival pro-
gram, book tickets to the 
Luminous Gallery work-
shops, or learn more about 
Healthy Ageing in Bass 
Coast, visit basscoast.vic.
gov.au/healthy-ageing

Get ready for Seniors Festival

The CWA Twilight Group is holding its Spring Bake Sale at St Philip’s Church Market on September 27, 
from 9am.

Spring bake sale is back

This October, the Victorian Seniors Festival returns to Bass Coast, 
with the theme Connect, Create, Celebrate. The full program is avail-
able at basscoast.vic.gov.au/healthy-ageing. Photo: Getty Images.

SLAND GUIDEi
Advertising Feature
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PHILLIP ISLAND RD
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PENGUIN 
PARADE

Phillip Island is home
to the largest Little

Penguin colony
in the world.

Watch them return 
from the ocean 
nightly at dusk.

WHALE MIGRATION
Witness the annual 

arrival of humpback and 
southern right whales 

and even the occasional 
killer whales from May 

to September.

PHILLIP ISLAND 
NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.

GRAND PRIX GRAND PRIX 
CIRCUIT

PELICAN FEEDING
Watch daily at 12 noon, 
on the foreshore next to 

the San Remo Pier.

EASTERN BARRED 
BANDICOOT

Was released on 
Churchill Island and 

Phillip Island to save it 
from extinction.

10am-4pm10am-4pm
SHEARWATERS

There are approximately one million 
short-tailed shearwaters that arrive 

each year around late September 
from the Aleutian Islands near 

Alaska. They are a spectacular sight 
as they return to their burrows each 

night at dusk.

KOALA CONSERVATION 
RESERVE

Wander tree-top board-
walks to watch koalas 

up close in their natural 
habitat. 

FUR SEALS
Take a tour around 

Seal Rock and marvel 
at Australia’s largest 

fur seal colony

Forrest CavesForrest Caves

The Colonnades
PHILLIP ISLAND PHILLIP ISLAND 

NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.Summerland and Cat Bay.

Smith
Beach

Shop 4, 22 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
Phone 0412 566 055

ALL DAY BREAKFAST,  
LUNCH & CATERING 

OPEN 8AM UNTIL 2.30PM
7 DAYS PER WEEK
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OPEN
7

DAYS

OPEN HOURS:
9am till 5pm – 7 days a week

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060  |  0408 120 908

No weather problems - Crazy Golf is under cover!
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A

Shop 1, 4 The Esplanade, Cowes, Pillip Island

5952 39775952 3977
OPEN 7 DAYSOPEN 7 DAYS

Phillip IslandPhillip Island
TENPIN BOWLINGTENPIN BOWLING
           & Entertainment Centre           & Entertainment Centre

JD01863AA

OPEN DAILY
10.30AM - 7.00PM

More than just great fish & chips

JD
05967A

A

FAMILY FRIENDLY
Open everyday 10am to late

www.pirsl.com.au

JD
05977A

A
• Holographic light & sound show. 
• Audio visual interactive devices. 
• Aircraft, helicopters & Centurion Tank. 
• Nui Dat Café for coffee and snacks.

25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven, Phillip Island 
vietnamvetsmuseum.org

National Vietnam Veterans 
Museum and Café

Open 7 days from 10am - 4pm - Ph: 5956 6400

FASCINATING 
FOR ALL

AGES

Nui Dat Café is openNui Dat Café is open
 at the museum.  at the museum. 
Come and meet Come and meet 

Vicki, Gina & Connor.Vicki, Gina & Connor.
Open 10am-4pmOpen 10am-4pm

25 VETERANS DRIVE, NEWHAVEN, PHILLIP ISLAND 
vietnamvetsmuseum.org

JD
04871A

A

JD
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A

$75 – 2 hour lesson – everything provided
225 Smiths Beach Rd, Smiths Beach

BOOK NOW Ph: 5952 3443

DAILY SURF LESSONS
DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

JD
01876A

A

Nature 
awaits!
Immerse yourself in nature 
and discover the unique species 
that call Phillip Island home. 

BOOK NOW
penguins.org.au

GUIDED KOALA TOUR 
Get up close to this 

Australian icon at the 
Koala Conservation 

Reserve!

PENGUINS ULTIMATE 
ADVENTURE TOUR
Join this private tour

and venture to a secluded beach 
away from the Penguin Parade

to watch the little penguins
as they return home for

the evening.

JD
05906A

A

RACE THE REPLICA 
OF THE ICONIC PHILLIP ISLAND 

GRAND PRIX CIRCUIT
Book online: phillipislandgokarts.com.au

JD
05910A

A

JD
06030A

A
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ADVENTURE BAY
COMES TO A MAZE’N THINGS

THESE SPRING HOLIDAYS!

SEE AMAZENTHINGS.COM.AU FOR MORE INFO

MEET THE
PAW PATROL PUPS!

Meet & Greets - First two weekends only!
PLUS! COMPETITIONS, ACTIVITIES, MAGIC SHOWS,

FACEPAINTING & FUN FAMILY ADVENTURES!

20TH SEPT - 5TH OCT

©2025 &TM Spin Master Ltd. All rights reserved.

1805 Phillip island Rd cowes vic (03) 5952 2283
please visit amazenthings.com.au

adventure!
fun, magic & 
mini golf • ROPES • illusions • parties!
adventure!adventure!
fun, magic & fun, magic & 
adventure!
fun, magic & 
adventure!

 parties!

book
online

JD
05904A

A
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06022A

A

HOLIDAY FUN

The Koala Conservation Reserve will 
come alive with family fun this Save the 
Koala Day, coinciding with the AFL Grand 
Final public holiday and the second half 
kick-off for the Victorian school holidays.

This Friday September 26 from 11am 
to 2pm, the Reserve will host a free, footy-
themed celebration on the front lawn of 
the Visitor Centre, including:
• Footy-inspired colouring-in
• Footy face painting
• Goal kicking and handball competitions
• Delicious game-day favourites from Cre-

ate Catering
• Special appearances from U18 Phillip 

Island Bulldogs Football Club players, 
who are helping to run the activities

Visitors are also invited to take part 
in special experiences inside the Reserve 
with ticketed entry, where they can join a 
guided ranger tour, spot resident koalas on 
the treetop boardwalks, and take part in a 
scavenger hunt.

Knowledgeable volunteers will be on 
hand to share fascinating facts about these 
much-loved marsupials.

Nature Parks staff will also be collect-
ing donations for the Penguin Foundation, 
which supports the vital koala conserva-
tion and rehabilitation work at the Koala 
Conservation Reserve.

“Save the Koala Day is a fantastic op-
portunity for the community to connect 
with nature, learn more about koalas, and 
enjoy a great day out with the family,” said 
Daniel Kallstrom, Attraction Manager at 
the Koala Conservation Reserve.

“We’re combining the things Victorians 

love most at this time of year with footy 
and school holidays, and of course iconic 
Australian wildlife.”

The Koala Conservation Reserve is 
home to 16 resident koalas and provides a 
state-of-the-art sanctuary for animals in 
need of care, as well as those unable to re-
turn to the wild.

While koalas are not native to Phillip 
Island, the Reserve plays a key role in sup-
porting research, education, and welfare 
of the species.

Funds raised through ticketed activities 
and eco-tourism experiences contribute to 
koala welfare and conservation programs.

“By visiting the Koala Conservation Re-
serve, adopting a koala or making a dona-
tion, you’re helping us continue our vital 
work protecting these much-loved Austra-
lian animals,” Mr Kallstrom said.

To adopt a koala or donate, please go to: 
www.penguinfoundation.org.au

Footy and furry friends 
this Save the Koala Day

SLAND GUIDEi
Advertising Feature

SLAND GUIDEi
Advertising Feature

From left, players from the Under 18’s Phillip 
Island Football Netball Club: Finn O’Brien, Jasper 
Cashman, Yianni Caffieri, Bailey Hennessy, Dan 
Kallstrom (Attraction Manager, Koala Conserva-
tion Reserve) and Cooper Walton.
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BOOK NOW  
at penguins.org.au

GUIDED KOALA TOUR 
Get up close at the  
Koala Conservation Reserve!

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U
H E L LO @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8 -10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:

8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910 
to make an appointment!

Locally owned and operated by 
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 

0448 602 005
www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

M E D I C A L

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

OPEN
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 
(extended opening hours coming soon!)

11:30am-5:30pm

www.phillipislandwinery.com.au   
(03) 8595 2155

hello@phillipislandwinery.com.au   
@hello@phillipislandwinery.com   

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au   |   03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS 
ON THE ISLAND” 

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! 

ORDERS 5907 6796
RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

C A F É S  &  R E S T A U R A N T S

ARCADE, 22 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
Phone 0412 566 055

CATERING  
FOR ALL  

OCCASIONS

JD
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A C C O M M O D A T I O N

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night

including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

RANFURLIE BED 
& BREAKFAST

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
www.pisra.com.au

FURNITURE OUTLET
YOUR FURNITURE SHOP

Phone Ron 0419 335 985
sales@furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

153 Thompson Ave., Cowes (near Ampol Servo)
www.furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

• Beds   • Mattresses
• Sofas   • Lounges

• Dining   • Tables   • Chairs
• Office   • TV   • Outdoor

JD
01411A

A

COWESBOAT 
CARAVANRVSTORAGE

Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  5952 2799

24 hr Video Surveillance

COWES 
SELF 

STORAGE

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

R E T A I L

S T O R A G E

Melaleuca Aged Care  
Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES 

(off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday

JD
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1A

A

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

A T T R A C T I O N S

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Cruise the Island
WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU

Daily Boat Tours

JD
01590A

A

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669 
thecentrecowes 

@hotmail.com

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry 
Self-Service 
NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes , 
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF 
with the CODE: LOCAL15

across Phillip Island and Western Port on  
89.1FM

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY STATION  
– GREAT MUSIC AND EVERYTHING LOCAL

JO
02925A

A

S E R V I C E S

San Remo | 5952 5379
info@printitfast.com.au
www.printitfast.com.au

Shop Local
Support Local
PRINT LOCAL

Phone, PC & 
Electronic Repairs

0490 424 415

www.itrepairs.net.au

admin@itrepairs.net.au

JD
05
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A

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

LK
00

41
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A

H A I R  &  B E A U T Y

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

For all your refi nancing or home loan 
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.

Gabriel Caffi eri – Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffi eri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

72 Chapel Street Cowes. 
0482 936 843
Walk Ins only

R E A L  E S T A T E

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

Stockdale & Leggo

45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922
P 03 8583 4701
E phillipisland@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

Phillip Island I San Remo

3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo VIC 3925
P 03 8583 4701
E sanremo@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/sanremo

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes 
5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM. AU  5952 3922

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALE S APPRAISAL  
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL .

Shopping

Dining

Local Services

A� ractions

Beaches

Walks Submit a listing here

Your one-stop 
guide to 
Phillip Island, 
San Remo and 
surrounds.

PHILLIP ISLAND 
DIRECTORY
Covering Phillip Island, San Remo and surrounds

JD05872AA

The business most trusted by the
international motor sport teams, property

owners & guests for 30 years!

Est. 1995
ACCOMMODATION MANAGEMENT EXPERTS.

Phillip island, San Remo & the Bass Coast region.

03 5678 5885
basscoastholidays@phillipisland.com.au

JD
05874A

A
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Phillip Island Host has been crowned the #1 property management company in Bass Coast 
by Quality Business Australia, a testament to our unwavering commitment to excellence. 

Renowned for maximizing returns for holiday homeowners, we blend local expertise with 
tailored strategies to ensure properties thrive in the competitive rental market.  

Our team is dedicated to delivering top-tier service, from seamless guest experiences to 
meticulous property care. We are thrilled to announce that we are now accepting new 
properties into our portfolio. Our primary goal remains clear: to generate the highest  
possible revenue for holiday homeowners while maintaining exceptional standards. 

Contact Phillip Island Host today to elevate your property’s potential.
Email: phillipislandcohost@gmail.com

JO
03051A

A

Advertising Feature

Joanna and Marius are 
proud to be your locally 
based, client-focused es-
tate agents, bringing over 

20 years of combined in-
dustry experience to the 
Bass Coast and surrounds.

Having begun their 

real estate careers back 
in 2006 on the Surf Coast, 
they have since built an 
outstanding reputation 

for delivering results. Past 
clients consistently praise 
their calm, personable ap-
proach, strong negotiation 
skills, and in-depth mar-
ket knowledge.

With an impressive 
resume of sold proper-
ties across a wide range 
of price points, this hard-
working duo understands 
what it takes to achieve 
the very best outcomes for 
their vendors.

At the heart of Team 
Tekin is a genuine com-
mitment to honesty, trans-
parency, and integrity. 
Joanna and Marius pride 
themselves on offering 
realistic advice and guid-
ing their clients every step 
of the way – ensuring the 

sales process is as smooth 
as possible.

Their focus goes be-
yond individual transac-
tions; they value building 
lifelong relationships with 
their clients and commu-
nity, as this recent testi-
monial from a customer in 
Rhyll shows.

“Marius went above 
our expectations. He was 
quick to respond to mes-
sages and was true to his 
word.

“As we were interstate 
at the time our property 
was on the market, Mar-
ius went the extra mile to 
ensure our property was 
always presented well 
and took care of inciden-
tal tasks which needed 

attention whilst we were 
absent.

“Marius would be the 
first agent we would call 
if we were to sell another 
property in Victoria. We 
cannot recommend him 
highly enough. Thanks 
Marius, for the excellent 
service.”

When it comes to sell-
ing your most important 
asset, you can feel confi-
dent knowing your prop-
erty is in the very best 
hands with Joanna and 
Marius.

They can be contact-
ed on 0425 853 055 or 
email marius@flynnes-
tateagents.com.au

flynnestateagents.com.
au

Trusted local agents with 
over 20 years of experience

Joanna and Marius of Flynn Real Estate are proud to be your locally based, client-focused estate 
agents, bringing over 20 years of combined industry experience.
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113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes 
5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

JD
59

61
A
AGreg Price

0419 337 441
Brian Silver
0407 347 509

Chase Watters 
0423 272 819

George Grigg 
0458 478 308                                

1/35 STEELE STREET, COWES

• Exquisite modern masterpiece less than 500m to the 
beach and main street

• Gas log fire, dual ovens, induction cook top, marble 
benchtops, 2 living areas

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 car garage with huge 
storage

$1,550,000

12-16 WARATAH CLOSE, COWES

• A private sanctuary overlooking Bluegum Reserve 
nestled on a sprawling 4000m2 (approx.) block

• Huge country style kitchen, hardwood floors, slow 
combustion fire, generous shedding, established 
gardens

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 car garage
$1,950,000

1 SNAPPER COURT, RHYLL

• ‘Snapper House’ - short walk to Rhyll Foreshore, 
short drive to Cowes

• Amazing open plan layout, large deck, heated spa, 
fire pit and raised veggie gardens

• 6 bedrooms/5 bathrooms/ample car parking
$1,450,000

532 VENTNOR BEACH ROAD, VENTNOR

• Situated on a sprawling 4000m2 block that presents a 
unique opportunity for a 2-lot subdivision (STCA)

• 2 expansive living areas, brand-new open plan 
kitchen, separate cottage/bungalow

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 car garage/ample car 
parking

$1,490,000

7 MARTIN STREET, SILVERLEAVES

• Beautifully presented home just a short stroll to 
Silverleaves Beach and General Store

• Open plan living stepping out to an undercover area 
with established gardens

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 car garage/2 carport
$890,000 

25 MARLIN STREET, SMITHS BEACH

• Positioned only moments from Smiths Beach on a 
generous block

• Multiple living zones, internal lift, alfresco area with 
pizza oven

• 5 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/4 cars
$1,250,000

173 SMITHS BEACH ROAD, SMITHS BEACH

• 6-star luxury double storey home a few minutes’ 
walk to iconic Smiths Beach with ample room for the 
caravan or boat

• Quality finishes, dual ovens, built-in coffee machine, 
wood fire, outdoor kitchen

• 6 bedrooms/4 bathrooms/ample car parking
$1,490,000

144 SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES

• Perfectly positioned in the heart of Cowes, walking 
distance to Cowes Primary School and main street

• Bright & airy open plan, 2 living areas, undercover 
outdoor area, fully fenced backyard

• 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars
$695,000

17 SHOALHAVEN ROAD, COWES

• Open plan living leading to a large, covered alfresco 
area, perfect for outdoor entertaining

• Sought after area close to Phillip Island Golf Club, 
schools & restaurants

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars
$990,000

62 EVERTON DRIVE, COWES

• Beautifully designed family residence positioned on a 
generous corner block

• Two oversized garages, 4.9kw solar panel system, 
solar hot water, fully fenced allotment

• 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars
$940,000 

1/2-4 WARLEY AVENUE, COWES

• Amazing location just steps away from The Esplanade 
and Cowes front beach

• Light & bright open plan living leading to outdoor 
alfresco area

• 2 bedrooms/1 bathroom/2 car spaces
$599,000 

27 BINGLEY CRESCENT, VENTNOR

• Open spacious living, dining and kitchen area, ideal 
for entertaining

• Short walk to the beach, large garage plus carport
• 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/3 cars
$699,000 TO $715,000

51-53 HARRIS ROAD, VENTNOR2/512 VENTNOR BEACH ROAD, VENTNOR 19 BEACH ROAD, RHYLL 25 BOOBOOK GROVE, COWES

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

MORE  
PROPERTIES  
URGENTLY  

WANTED TO  
SATISFY BUYER 

DEMAND
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ADVERTISING

To advertise in the 

Business Guide
CONTACT JANE ON 5952 3201 
OR EMAIL ADS@PISRA.COM.AU

DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

BLINDS & CARPET

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

A F A B U L O U S F L O O R I N G E X P E R I E N C E

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

To advertise your trade business, 
contact Jane on 5952 3201 
or email ads@pisra.com.au

GAS SUPPLIERS

LK
00

04
0A

A

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

CONCRETER

LK
00

03
4A

A

Luke Hinrichs
Phill ip Island & surrounding areas since 1999

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&

LK
00

02
7A

A

CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS

LK
00

03
8A

A

EARTHMOVING

LK
00

03
2A

A

0418 372 399
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

AIR CONDITIONING

JD
00

51
4A

A

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

 coastal_refrig_and_aircon
AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

DECK RESTORATION

JD
02457A

A

Enjoy your outdoor space
for years to come with DeckSeal!

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au     

www.deckseal.com.au

DECK SANDING, CLEANING, OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791

LK
00

04
5A

A

TIM NEWMAN

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
58

40

5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

HANDYMAN

JD
01
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A

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE
Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote
No job too small

Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495
www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

CARPENTER

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs

Window Replacement   |   Decks
John 0447 975 626

C A R P E N T RY
Est 1982

JD
03

56
7A

A

ELECTRICIAN

JO
02

42
1A

A

JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST  
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS 
MARK: 0418 105 262

JD
04223A

A

EARTHMOVING

Free quote / consultation
Experienced local business
Innovative solutions
Quality workmanship
Transparent communication
Full compliance / insurance
Tight access specialists

EARTHWORKSMKMMMMKMKMKMMMKMMKKEKEKKKKMKMKMKKKMKMKMMK

em: mkearthworks@gmail.com
ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Excavations
Demolitions
Drive/Pathways
Retaining walls
Spoil removal

* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *

JO
02

67
6A

A

HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL 

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies. 
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi

(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

GARAGE DOORS

CONCRETER

JD
04

88
0A

A

Matt Burgess 0405 533 456

EARTHMOVING

• SITE CUTS    • SITE CLEANS

• DEMOLITION    • LANDSCAPING

• RETAINING WALLS

O400 633 030

EVERYTHING
EARTHWORKS

BUILDER

JD
05470A

A

HANDYMAN

JD
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HANDYMAN

JD
05
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A

SOC… HOME SERVICES
Home Maintenance  
& Handyman Services
With over 30 years’ experience  
in the building industry
NDIS certified  –  Island Based

Call Peter 0434 649 877

CARPET CLEANING

SPECIALISING IN
3 Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
3 Water Damage Restoration
3 Emergency Flood Restoration
3 Vinyl Floor Strip & Seal
3 Tile & Grout Cleaning 
3 Leather Cleaning
3 Fabric Protection

Houses, Rental exit carpet clean, Offices,      
Schools/Kindergartens, Aged Care, 
High-rise Apartments.

For Quality Carpet Care!

Phone: 0409 010 106
sterlingcc@bigpond.com.au
Working with Children Check
Police Checked
Fully Insured

Sterling  
Carpet Care
0409 010 106

JO
03035A

A

Established 2004

LANDSCAPING & RENOVATIONS
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PAINTER/DECORATOR

SHANE FENECH
Painting & Decorating
Quality Tradesman
New homes . Renovations. Re-paints
Free Quotes

0419 523 299

PLUMBING

LK
00

04
4A

A

RELIABLE PLUMBERRELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

PLUMBING

MB

LK
00

03
1A

A

Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

PLUMBING

LK
00

01
5A

A

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell – 0438 520 546
daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLUMBING

LK
00

01
4A

A

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

SOLAR

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496

JO
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MARINE MECHANIC

JD
05

49
6A

A

www.topwatermarine.com.au   |   info@topwatermarine.com.au 
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

• Authorised Suzuki Marine dealership and service center
• Sales and service of new Suzuki outboard motors

• Suzuki genuine spare parts
• Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs

• Accessory Installations and electrical work
• Trailer servicing and modifications

• Anchor winches    • Boat detailing    • Insurance work

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching 
or just not sliding properly?

Now Servicing Phillip Island 

>  Timber & Aluminium 
Sliding Doors

>  Bi Fold Doors 
>  Cavity Doors 
>  Wardrobe Doors

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

>  Security Doors
>  Track & Roller 

Replacements 
>  Screen Replacements 
>  New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Ph 0438 538 244
info@asdrm.com.au

www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

RESTUMPING

RESTUMPING & 
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,  
House Raising & Repacking,  

all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788
Licence DBL24625

ROOFING

JD
05

01
0A

A

• Metal Wall Cladding • Domestic & Commercial
• New Installation & Renewals • Maintenance 

• Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes • Aluminium Gutter Guard
30 Years Experience

M: 0431 044 485    E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
ME TAL ROOFINGME TAL ROOFING

Metal Roofing Specialists

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

To advertise your trade business, 
contact Jane on 5952 3201 
or email ads@pisra.com.au

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

To advertise your trade business, 
contact Jane on 5952 3201 
or email ads@pisra.com.au

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

LAWN MOWING

LK
00

02
0A

A0411 175 957
Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

ELECTRICIAN

JO
02
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1A

A

JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers
• Air conditioning sales 

and service
• TV Antenna & data

• All types of  
electrical services

• Free quotes
• Hot water systems

• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL 

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies. 
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi

(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

GARAGE DOORS LANDSCAPING

Landscaping & Concreting

Retaining Walls
Paving

Small Brick Repairs
Concreting

Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew  
0408 822 263

JD
05
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STORAGE

LK
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TREE CARE

Qualified Arborist with 
15 years experience and 
committed to maintain the 
health, safety and beauty 
of your trees ensuring they 
thrive and enhance your 
home. Servicing Phillip 
Island and surrounds. 

0484 776 399

Specialising in Pruning &  
Hazardous Tree Removals

 Habitat Trees
 Cable Bracing
 Qualified Arborist
 Mulch & Firewood Sales

 Storm Damage
 Stump Grinding
 Fully Insured

JD04860AA

TREE SERVICES

LK
00
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A

• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

TREE SERVICES

JD
04
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A

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

Ph: 5672 2056

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

HANDYMAN
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HANDYMAN

JD
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SOC… HOME SERVICES
Home Maintenance  
& Handyman Services
With over 30 years’ experience  
in the building industry
NDIS certified  –  Island Based

Call Peter 0434 649 877

RUBBISH REMOVAL

RUBBISH REMOVALS
No Job Too Small – We Load for YOU!

WE CAN ALSO REMOVE YOUR  
UNWANTED CARS FOR FREE

Call Shane  
5678 2002 or 0473 983 995

JD
05871A

A

LANDSCAPING & RENOVATIONS
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CLASSIFIEDS  
SEEK, BUY AND SELL

No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, 

Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not the right model, Nope, 

Wrong Size, I Think Not, No, Maybe, Perhaps, No way, Not 

the right model, Nope, Wrong Size, I Think Not, 

YES

Anchorage Studio, Ventnor.   

ART CLASSES 
Mon: 9.30-12.30;  

Tues & Wed: 9.30-12.30 & 1.30-4.30. 
Realism – working with either scratchboard  

or charcoal/pencil or watercolour. 
Email or text your preference to  

scratchboardartclasses@gmail.com  
or 0437 878 174.  

Special fees for Seniors.

JO
03029A

A

DEMURGUE, Peter: 

Phillip Island Landcare 
group extends our very 
sincere condolences to 

Margaret on the sudden 
passing of Peter. 

A greatly admired 
environmental protector 

of our beautiful island 
home who will be  

greatly missed.

DEMURGUE, Peter:

27/02/1945 - 
11/09/2025 

Soul mate to Marg  
Beloved father of  

Yvette and Jean-Paul 

 ‘Pete’ to Lulu  
You will live on.

Forever  
in Our Hearts. 

FOENANDER,   
Peter Michael: 

04.07.1974 - 14.09.2025 
Passed away Sunday, 
Sept. 14th (Suddenly). 
Loved father of Rhyley, 
partner of Caroline and 

step-father of Karys,  
dearly loved and 

cherished son of Pam 
and Michael,  

youngest brother of 
Kelly and David,  

brother-in-law of Rob 
and adored uncle  

to Piper, Remi,  
Evie and Jack. 

Rest peacefully Peter. 
Gone Fishing 

A private family funeral 
will be held.

MACARTHUR, Malcolm 
Kenneth James: 

12.3.1930 - 1.9.2025 

Husband of Helen 
MacArthur (nee Darcy) 

(dec.) 

and close companion for 
many years of Denise 

Mason, has passed away 
on Sept. 1st at Monash 

Health (Dandenong) 
after a fall at home in 
Cowes, aged 95 years. 

Malcolm’s children 
Robert and Tracey, 

grandchildren Adam, 
David, Laura and 

Bennett, and  
their partners,  

will remember him. 

At Malcolm’s request,  
a private cremation  

will be held. 

An informal gathering 
will be held at the Phillip 

Island Golf Club,  
Settlement Road, Cowes 

on THURSDAY (Oct. 2, 
2025) from 11am – 1pm. 

All Welcome.

DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS

20A Settlement Rd,  
Silverleaves. 

27th/28th September 
from 10am 

Moving house.

Huge clearout of con-
creting and landscaping 
equipment, tools, etc. 

Camping stuff and a 
kayak. 

Vinyl records and old 
magazines. 

Bikes, speakers. 

Various other household 
items.

GARAGE SALES

JD
06034A

A

PLEASE NOTE THAT I,  
DALE BURGDORF

am no longer part of Waterfront Computers.
I am now a Sole Trader as a 

Specialist Computer Technician.
Home, Business & Medical PCs.

36 years experience with Windows, Mac & Linux Systems.
Hardware & Operating System Repairs & Upgrades.

P: 0466 660 021    E: xtek59@gmail.com
130 Silverleaves Avenue, Silverleaves

Available 9.30 am - 3.00pm weekdays by appointment 

JD
05999A

A

PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICES

COMMUNITY

At the heart of the Phil-
lip Island Community and 
Learning Centre (PICAL) 
lies a kitchen – and it’s do-
ing far more than cooking. 
It’s feeding the community, 
reducing food waste, teach-
ing valuable life skills and 
providing a safe, welcom-
ing space where people 
come together to connect 
and contribute.

PICAL’s Preserve Group 
is the latest initiative to 
come from the kitchen. It’s 
a weekly volunteer-run 
group that is transforming 
excess produce into pre-
serves, chutneys and jel-
lies.

While the end result is a 
jar of something delicious, 
the real value lies in the 
process. A process in which 
community members come 
together to learn and share 
knowledge while also sup-
porting those in need.

Initially formed to help 
extend the shelf life of fresh 
produce in the pantry that 
may otherwise go to waste, 
the group has turned po-
tential loss into lasting 
support. Once made, the 
preserves are sold with all 
funds raised going directly 
to PICAL’s pantry, an emer-
gency food relief program 
that supports locals doing 
it tough.

“It’s not just about the 
produce and the preserves. 
It’s about the people in 
the kitchen – coming to-
gether to learn, laugh and 
do something meaningful 
together,” explains Rose-
mary Deakin, founder 
of the PICAL Preserves 
Group.

Bringing people to-
gether, PICAL’s commu-
nity kitchen has become 
a vibrant hub of activity 
throughout the week with 
numerous activities:
• Tuesday: Pasta-making 

classes with local chef 
Tony Goodlet as part of 
PICAL’s adult learning 
program

• Wednesday and Friday: 
Meal preparation for the 

PICAL Pantry
• Thursday: Preserving 

making sessions with the 
volunteer group

PICAL’s term four pro-
gram will continue to max-
imise use of the kitchen. 
The pasta-making class is 
returning due to popular 
demand plus the addition 
of a new cooking class that 
will focus on modern Aus-
tralian dishes with a multi-
cultural influence.

“It is exciting to see that 
our kitchen is growing and 
is now exactly what we 
imagined when we moved 
into our new facility – it’s 
a place for learning, skill-
sharing and connection,” 
David Rooks, PICAL Man-
ager, says.

“It’s bringing our com-
munity together by offering 
connection and purpose. 
For many in our communi-
ty, our kitchen is a gateway 
into adult education, food 
literacy and community 
engagement.

“Sometimes people 
come in unsure of what 
they can offer. But once 
they’re in the kitchen, they 
find a rhythm and a place 
to belong,” adds David.

As a not-for-profit, 

community driven cen-
tre, PICAL relies on com-
munity support. The new 
preserve group was made 
possible with the support 
of a $500 donation from the 
Magistrates Court Fund-
ing, as the group was able 
to purchase new jars – a 
key step in making the pre-
serves program safe and 
sustainable.

“At PICAL, food is more 
than nourishment – it’s a 
tool for inclusion, empow-
erment and resilience,” Da-
vid concludes.

No matter what it is – 
cooking a meal, bottling 
a chutney or attending a 
class – the kitchen offers a 
warm welcome to anyone 
ready to be part of some-
thing bigger.”

The preserves can be 
purchased from the recep-
tion at PICAL, 16 Warley 
Avenue, Cowes. PICAL is 
open 9am to 3pm, Monday 
to Friday.

Local businesses inter-
ested in supporting PICAL 
are invited to purchase pre-
serves in bulk for resale on 
their own premises. To get 
involved, please email Cen-
tre Manager David Rooks: 
manager@pical.org.au.

PICAL kitchen: more 
than just preserves

EDUCATION

This term, Year 3 and 4 students at 
Cowes Primary School took part in a 
storytelling project that brought family 
history to life as part of their Multicul-
tural Australia theme.

Each student selected a special 
object from home such as old photo-
graphs, traditional clothing, handwrit-
ten letters or cherished keepsakes that 
connected them to their cultural roots.

Students uncovered the origins, sig-
nificance and personal stories behind 
these items. Through classroom dis-
plays and presentations, students invit-
ed their peers and staff to learn about 
their cultural backgrounds and family 
histories.

The project celebrated identity and 
heritage and also fostered a sense of 
connection and respect across the 
school.

Small object, big story

Charlotte with the Bolivia traditional costume, as 
part of her family history presentation for Cowes 
Primary School’s Multicultural Australia theme.

From left: Christine Robertson, Sue Tanirau, Keitha Griggs and 
Rosemary Deakin – some members of PICAL’s Preserve Group in 
the kitchen.

NEWS
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WED 24 SEP

HIGH 2:31 am
2.79 m

LOW 8:14 am
0.87 m

HIGH 2:39 pm
2.73 m

LOW 8:27 pm
0.65 m

THU 25 SEP

HIGH 3:14 am
2.89 m

LOW 8:56 am
0.87 m

HIGH 3:12 pm
2.73 m

LOW 9:02 pm
0.56 m

FRI 26 SEP

HIGH 3:50 am
2.95 m

LOW 9:31 am
0.89 m

HIGH 3:40 pm
2.73 m

LOW 9:34 pm
0.50 m

SAT 27 SEP

HIGH 4:24 am
2.97 m

LOW 10:04 am
0.92 m

HIGH 4:07 pm
2.73 m

LOW 10:06 pm
0.48 m

SUN 28 SEP

HIGH 4:55 am
2.96 m

LOW 10:35 am
0.95 m

HIGH 4:35 pm
2.72 m

LOW 10:38 pm
0.48 m

MON 29 SEP

HIGH 5:28 am
2.92 m

LOW 11:06 am
1.00 m

HIGH 5:04 pm
2.69 m

LOW 11:09 pm
0.51 m

TUE 30 SEP

HIGH 6:01 am
2.85 m

LOW 11:37 am
1.06 m

HIGH 5:35 pm
2.63 m

LOW 11:40 pm
0.57 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – September 2025

7/3/25, 1:03 PM Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology

www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/print.php?aac=VIC_TP013&type=tide&date=24-9-2025&region=VIC&tz=Australia/Melbourne&tz_js=AEST&days=7 1/1

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK. LOW TIDE IS MARKED IN RED.

SPORT

TENPIN BOWLING

Phillip Island Tenpin Bowl-
ing and Entertainment 
Centre proudly hosted its 
annual All Ability Gala 
Day last week, celebrating 
the conclusion of a seven-
week Bowlopolis program 
that welcomed almost 100 
participants from across 
Bass Coast and South 
Gippsland shires.

Many bowlers travelled 
each week from towns 
such as Leongatha, show-
ing the reach and impor-
tance of this much-loved 
community initiative.

Since its beginnings in 
2012, the program has giv-
en people of all abilities the 
chance to learn, grow and 
shine on the lanes. Each 
participant carried their 
season averages into Gala 
Day, where teams went 
head-to-head, with scores 
averaged to keep the com-
petition fair and fun.

In the closest finish in 
the Gala’s history, Foxy 
House captured the perpet-
ual trophy for the very first 
time, edging out Bass Coast 
Specialist School by just 
one pin – 188.83 to 188.73.

Connecting2Austra-
lia, Interchange, South 
Gippsland Specialist 
School, Yooralla, and 
Scope also delivered fan-
tastic results across the 
season, with Scope recog-
nised for their continued 
involvement despite miss-
ing the Gala Day itself.

Every bowler received 
a medal, and each or-
ganisation celebrated a 
Top Bowler Award for 
their seven-week pro-
gram – Rob (Scope), Dan 
(Yooralla), Mick (Con-
necting2Australia), Mark 
(Interchange), Chris 
(Foxy House), Jay (South 
Gippsland Specialist 

School) and Caleb (Bass 
Coast Specialist School).

The individual competi-
tion on Gala Day saw Quinn 
(226) crowned champion, 
followed closely by Scott 
(225) and Taylor (219).

Beyond the scores, the 
day was filled with smiles, 
laughter and camarade-
rie. Veteran bowler Ray 
summed it up best.

“I just love it! It’s great 
exercise and good fun.”

Phillip Island Tenpin has 
long been recognised for its 
leadership in the All Abili-
ties and Accessible Tour-
ism space, holding Qual-
ity Tourism Accreditation 
and multiple community 
awards for inclusion. De-
livered in partnership with 
GippSport and supported 
by the Victorian Govern-
ment’s Together More Ac-
tive program, the league 
continues to grow stronger 
every year. 

GippSport Program offi-
cer for inclusion Shiv Wheel-
er praised the atmosphere.

“Athletes lift their skills 
every season, but what 
stands out most is the 
sense of friendship and joy 
in the room.”

The Gala was made pos-
sible thanks to generous 
local backing. Rotary Club 

of Wonthaggi contributed 
$750, and the Rotary Club 
of Phillip Island and San 
Remo served up a celebra-
tory BBQ for athletes, car-
ers and volunteers.

Looking ahead, or-
ganisers hope to secure 
further sponsorship and 
funding so future pro-
grams can remain free for 
participants, easing the 
cost on families and en-
suring this unique event 
continues to thrive in 
Term 3 and beyond.

The All-Ability Gala 
Day is not just about 
strikes and spares – it’s 
about community spirit, 
inclusion, and the joy of 
achieving together.

“This program is one 
of our proudest achieve-
ments,” said Phillip Island 
Tenpin Manager Jeremy 
Westaway.

“It proves that bowling 
is for everyone, no matter 
your ability. To see nearly 
100 bowlers take part this 
year shows the strength 
of our community and the 
friendships formed here.

“The Gala is more than 
just a competition – it’s a 
celebration of belonging. 
We can’t wait to see how 
it continues to grow in the 
years ahead.”

DARTS

The Phillip Island and 
Districts Darts League 
was buzzing on Monday 
night as 30 players turned 
out for Round two of the 
Spring Series.

The atmosphere was 
electric, and the compe-
tition fierce, with three 
teams locking in identical 
5–2 results by the end of 
the night.

To break the deadlock, 
the crowd was treated to a 
sudden-death showdown 
at the bull.

With nerves of steel, it 
was Allan’s team, joined 
by Marilyn, Alby, and 
Vince, who held their com-
posure and claimed the 
night’s honours.

Adding to the excite-
ment, the ever-popular 
San Remo Butchers meat 
tray raffle was drawn, and 
this week’s lucky winner 
was none other than John 
Battista.

Nice work, JB, plenty of 
BBQs coming your way.

On the leader board, 
Bob continued his hot 
form, collecting another 
nine points to extend his 
lead with a strong total of 
21 after just two weeks.

Paul sits in second on 
12 points, while Vince and 
Brendon are close behind 

in equal third on seven 
points apiece.

The league isn’t tak-
ing a break for the school 
holidays, the action keeps 
rolling with Round three 
set for next Monday night.

Darts fans, sharpen 
those arrows and join the 
fun, it’s anyone’s game 
from here.

TENPIN

On Thursday September 
18, eight teams gathered for 
the grand finale of the 2025 
Business League Season 
three.

Vying for glory were 
Balls of Fury, Balls Deep, 
The Turkey Slappers, City 
Lights, S&R Clarke Auto-
motive, The Wooly Rollers, 
The Ex-Men and The Old 
Timers.

Each team had bowled 
their way through a tough 
season to earn their place 
in the finals.

Round One kicked off 
with intensity. Balls of 
Fury outlasted Balls Deep 
in a tight match (593–565), 
while The Turkey Slappers 
brought serious firepower 
to topple City Lights (661–
534).

On the other side of the 
draw, S&R Clarke Automo-
tive edged out The Wooly 
Rollers (568–543), and The 
Old Timers delivered a 
composed, clinical victory 
over The Ex-Men (622–587).

Semi-Finals heat up
In the first semi-final, The 
Turkey Slappers and Balls 
of Fury went strike-for-
strike in what many called 
the match of the night.

But when the final frame 
ended, it was The Slappers 
who stood tall, 657 to 640.

Meanwhile, The Old 
Timers were quietly, confi-
dently doing what they do 
best, staying steady.

Against a spirited S&R 

Clarke Automotive, they 
rolled to another victory, 
628 to 603, earning their 
place in the final.

The final showdown
As the last two teams took 
their places for the grand 
finale. It was The Old Tim-
ers (Katy Betts, Gerard 
Munnink and Glenn Col-
lins), up against The Tur-
key Slappers (J.L, Jack 
Ross and Ben O’Brien).

Two teams with wildly 
different styles.

Frame by frame, they 
went blow for blow.

Strikes, spares, missed 
chances, the lead changed 
hands more than once.

But when it came to the 
closing stretch, The Old 
Timers found another gear. 
calm, composed, and col-
lected, they closed the game 

with trademark precision.
Final score: 622 to 603.
The Old Timers – cham-

pions of season three.

Season four:  
will you roll with us?
Season four is just around 
the corner and spaces are 
now available for new 
teams to join the fun.

Whether you’re chasing 
glory or just a good night 
out with mates, there’s a 
place for you in our Busi-
ness Early or Business 
Late leagues.

Get in touch with our 
friendly staff or enquire 
via our website or social 
media.

Let us show you how we 
can get your team rolling 
down the lanes in the next 
great chapter of the Busi-
ness League.

SWIMMING

The last week of term is 
always fun for the junior 
swimmers with a race 
night at both Bass Coast 
Aquatic and Leisure Cen-
tre and YMCA South 
Gippsland Splash.

Race nights are an in-
troductory relaxed swim 
meet for the junior swim-
mers to put together the 
skills that they work on 
each week during the 
term.

A big thank you to the 
NAB Leongatha and Won-
thaggi branches for spon-
soring the 2025 Junior 
race nights, held at the end 
of each term.

The Old Timers crowned 
Business League Champions

Bullseye action in round two

With the winning chocolate (from left): Marilyn, Allan, Alby and Vince.

Business League winners Old Timers Glenn Collins, Katy Betts and 
Gerard Munnink.

SGB junior race night

Raph is very happy with his ribbons from his first junior race night 
– an amazing effort.

All Ability Gala Day

Winners of this year’s All Ability Gala Day was the Foxy House 
team, pictured  with Craig and Jeremy from Phillip Island Tenpin 
Bowling and Entertainment Centre.
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SPORT

FOOTBALL

The Phillip Island Grand Fi-
nal success story continued on 
Sunday, when new Western 
Bulldogs recruit Zac Walker 
played in the VFL Grand Final, 
which saw the Footscray Bull-
dogs win the VFL flag against 
the Southport Sharks.

Supporting the former Phil-
lip Island Bulldog, the Phillip 
Island Football Netball Club 
(PIFNC) hired a bus to travel up 
to the match, in lieu of the usual 
Mad Monday celebrations.

All up, around 100 islanders 
travelled up, either in the bus 
or by car, to watch Zac’s Grand 
Final game, with many more 
watching from home.

They weren’t disappointed, 
with the Footscray Bulldogs 
taking out a 14.5 (89) to 11.13 

(79) victory.
The win finishes a dream 

come true season for the new 
recruit, who has been support-
ed throughout by his old club, 
with his fellow teammates fre-
quently travelling up to watch 
his games.

Returning the favour, Zac 
has often been seen on the side-
lines of local games this year.

He might have moved clubs, 
but it appears Zac’s pre-game 
preparation remains the same, 
telling PIFNC Jodie Ross that 
he stuck to his Phillip Island 
spaghetti bolognaise meal on 
the night before the game, plus 
“a sneaky bit of chocolate”.

“All of his Island teammates 
are so proud of him. It’s great 
to see he has made such strong 
connections with his new VFL 
club,” Jodie said.

Grand Final success for Zac
His former clubmates surrounded Zac Walker after the Footscray Bulldogs Grand Final VFL win. More photos at pisra.com.au/sport

Zac Walker signing autographs after the Footscray Bulldogs Grand Final 
VFL win.

Zac Walker with his VFL grand final medal – with former coach, PIFNC’s 
Cam Pedersen in the background.

PIFNC’s Finn Gibson celebrates Zac Walker’s Grand Final VFL win with the 
Footscray Bulldogs.
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