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MAJOR PROJECTS

Bass Coast Shire councillors 
have unanimously approved the 
$85 million new Isle of Wight 
hotel on the Cowes Esplanade, 
the biggest development in the 
island’s history.

Councillors agreed the devel-
opment was a “game changer”, 
bringing economic opportuni-
ties; one councillor acknowl-
edged the seven-storeys would 
create a height precedent for 
other projects and the “whop-
ping” car park waiver would re-
sult in parking problems.

Shire planners recommended 
approval, subject to conditions, 
with the development includ-
ing a seven-storey (27.5 metres) 
mixed use hotel to the north 
with: 163 hotel rooms; four food 
and beverage premises (pub, 

bistro, hotel dining, signature 
restaurant); three retail spaces 
(including a yoga studio, gym, 
and wellness centre); two func-
tion rooms; outdoor pool terrace 
with a bar; and outdoor beer 
garden on the corner of Bass Av-
enue and The Esplanade.

There will also be a separate 
three storey tourist/worker hos-
tel (14.5 metres) with: 49 one-
bedroom units; a manager’s 
apartment; rooftop basketball 
and tennis court; retail prem-
ises on the north-eastern corner 
with a 259sqm retail space along 
the northern frontage. 

Planners said the proposal – at 
9-11 The Esplanade and 2-8 Bass 
Avenue – would create a net com-
munity benefi t, with additional 
tourist spending of up to $76 mil-
lion, encouraging year-round 
visitation with industry confer-

ences and corporate retreats, and 
it “will help address a shortfall 
of high-quality accommodation 
both for visitors and workers”.

A total of 39 objections and 
seven submissions of support 
were received, with objectors con-
cerned about the parking waiver, 
the height setting a precedent, as 
well as the impact on adjoining 
businesses and noise problems.

Height, parking, trees
Planners said while the height 
exceeded the preferred 23-me-
tre limit, it was still within the 
seven-storey preference and the 
development was lower for the 
remainder of the site.

There will be 197 car spaces in 
a three-level part-basement be-
neath the hostel building, which 
is a shortfall, based on recom-
mended levels, of 935 car parks.

“The potential for adverse on-
street car parking consequences 
are considered to be outweighed 
by the economic benefi ts fl ow-
ing from the mixed-use develop-
ment,” planners said.

Planners said “due to the 
scale of the proposed car park-
ing waiver” requiring hundreds 
of extra parking spaces would 
“severely compromise” the sur-
rounding streets “through the 
generation of hundreds of extra 
vehicle movements throughout 
the day of cars going in and out”

“Rather than provide plen-
tiful parking, the proposal is 
considered to provide a sensible 
supply that balances confl icting 
priorities,” offi cers concluded.

The development will see the 
removal of 18 trees on-site ex-
cept for the Moreton Bay fi g tree 
on the corner of The Esplanade 

and Bass Avenue.
A condition of the planning 

permit will also see the hoop 
pine saved.

Offi cers said the pine had cul-
tural signifi cance, likely planted 
by Baron Von Mueller in 1869 at 
the same time as the Moreton 
Bay fi g.
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New Isle of Wight given green light
Planners said the proposal – at 9-11 The Esplanade and 2-8 Bass Avenue – would create a net community benefit, with additional tourist spending of up to $76 million, encouraging year-round visitation 
with industry conferences and corporate retreats, also filling a shortfall of high-quality accommodation.
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EMERGENCY

Police, ambulance and emergency 
services were called to Cape Woolamai 
on Saturday afternoon after a person 
fell from the cliff at the Cape Woolamai 
walk.

Ambulance Victoria confi rmed para-
medics were called to Cape Woolamai 
around 12.20pm on Saturday, to a report 
of a person who had fallen off a cliff.

“A woman believed to be in her 20s 
was stuck for some time with injuries to 
her back and upper body,” a spokesper-
son said.

“She was fl own to the Alfred in a sta-
ble condition.”

Damien O’Connor from the Phillip Is-
land Fire Brigade said units from the lo-
cal police, ambulance, CFA and SES all 
attended the scene. Representatives from 
Fire Rescue Victoria, Life Saving Victoria 
and Phillip Island Nature Parks were also 
at the incident.

Damien said the multi-agency response 

was standard procedure, as with motor ve-
hicle accidents, while the team ascertained 
which rescue services were needed.

He said the woman, believed to be a 
French tourist, fell from the Pinnacles 
down to the rock platform below.

“Two friends of the victim climbed 
down the cliff face to support her, and 

stayed with her until the rescue team ar-
rived,” he said, adding the friends had 
called emergency services.

“Fire Rescue Victoria (FRV) has the 
capacity to perform a high angle rescue, 
but in this instance, the best option was to 
get a helicopter and winch the woman to 
safety,” he explained.

“The helicopter made a brief stop at the 
airport at Cape Woolamai, and then fl ew 
the woman to the Alfred.”

Teams from FRV Dandenong and 
Richmond stations trained for high angle 
rescues attended but were not utilised.

“The tide was coming in, but fortunate-
ly the woman’s two friends were able to 
walk out, otherwise FRV would have had 
to rescue them as well.”

Damien said CFA and SES brigades 
from Phillip Island, San Remo and Kil-
cunda attended in case a land-based res-
cue was needed.

“I want to say a big thank you to every-
one; fortunately, they were not needed.

“But the teams need to be on hand, in 
case the circumstances change.”

The Pinnacles is a popular spot for 
walkers and photographers. The incident 
is a reminder of the dangers of people 
climbing over the barriers at the Cape 
Woolamai walk, said Damien.

“All too often we are attending rescues 
out there.”
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Don’t hesitate to 
contact me, 

I am here to help.

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282 

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

I am here to help.

Cr Ronnie Bauer 
for the Island Ward, 

Bass Coast Shire

NEWS

CRIME

A young island surfer has had his 
board stolen from a local supermar-
ket car park.

On Tuesday September 19, at 
about 5.15pm the 14-year-old’s 
fl uoro pink Chilli 5’8” shortboard 
was stolen from the Woolworths 
carpark on Thompson Avenue in 
Cowes.

The youngster was repairing 
the board and it was beside his 
family’s car in the car park. He 
left it for a moment to get some-
thing from the shop, and when 
he came back the board was 
gone.

Other people in the carpark re-
ported seeing a female with blonde 
hair, wearing overalls, pick up the 
board and walk away with it.

Senior Constable Natasha Col-
lison from Cowes Police said as the 

board is so distinctive, she’s hoping 
someone might have noticed it in the 
carpark or seen it since.

She’s appealed to anyone who 
was in the car park that afternoon 
who may have seen the woman 
with the board, or the board near 
the car, to contact police.

In addition, she’s asking surf-
ers to keep an eye out at local 
beaches for the fl uoro pink board.

If anyone sees the board for 
sale through an online site, they 
are also being urged to contact 
police.

Anyone with information that 
could help recover the board for 
the young surfer, please contact 
Senior Constable Natasha Col-
lison at Cowes Police Station on 
(03) 5952 2037.

Alternatively you can report on-
line at www.crimestoppersvic.com.

au/ or call 1800 333 000.

A helicopter winched a young woman to safety on Saturday, after she fell from the Pinnacles onto the 
rock platform below. She was transported to the Alfred with injuries to her back and upper body.

Cli�  op rescue at Cape Woolamai

Red handed thief makes 
off with hot pink board

LEISURE

The latest edition of The Island 
magazine is out now.

The free lifestyle magazine 
celebrating the people and places 
of Phillip Island and San Remo 
is available at your local newsa-
gent, IGA, cafes, restaurants and 
stores, as well as from the Ad-
vertiser offi ce in Chapel Street 
Cowes.

In this edition you meet Tom 
Neill building an environmen-
tally friendly home using hemp, 
while Jacob Fry inspires with 
his story of giving back after 
his life-threatening accident. 

Mitch Burrows and his 
friend Tegan Carter have cata-
logued native plants of Phillip 
Island and turned this into an 
exquisitely illustrated book, 
while Sue Hunt, the CEO of 
the Royal Children’s Hospital 
Foundation looks back over 
her life in the arts.

There’s also singing, danc-
ing and the regular handy 
listing of the best places to 
eat, play or stay.

Get your copy now.

The spring edition of The Island is available now at your 
local newsagent, IGA, cafes, restaurants and stores, as 
well as from the Advertiser office in Chapel Street Cowes.

Spring is here
A young island surfer has had his 
board stolen from a local supermar-
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San Remo (03) 5678 5833 
Cowes (03) 5952 3383 
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Making a splash in your Community!
The San Remo, Cowes and Grantville Community Banks are proud sponsors of water 
activities, supporting Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club, PI Boardriders Club, 
Channel Challenge, Cowes Classic and the Newhaven and Cowes Yacht Clubs, to 
name a few. But we can't do it without you! Dive into one of our friendly branches 
today to find out how your banking can help your community thrive.
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NEWS

SPORT

Cowes’ future sports hub will 
have a larger dog park, car parks 
around the football oval and room 
for more sports, after taking on 
board community feedback.

Bass Coast Shire councillors 
last week approved the master 
plan for the proposed centre, on 
the corner of Phillip Island Road 
and Ventnor Road in Cowes, 
which had community consulta-
tion in April.

But residents should not hold 
their collective breath, with the 
development’s 35 projects ex-
pected to be rolled out over the 
next two decades at a cost of 
about $120 million.

There is currently no funding 
for the projects, with advocacy 
of state and federal governments 
expected to play a “crucial role in 
securing the necessary funding 
for the staged implementation”.

While the master plan will 
serve as a guide for shaping 
the 32.6 hectare’s development, 
shire officers said immediate 
projects will include tracks and 
paths through the reserve, re-
vegetation, an access point off 
Ventnor Road and the naming of 
the reserve.

The plan proposes football 
and cricket ovals, soccer pitches, 
multipurpose sports fields, net-
ball and tennis courts, athletics 
facilities, an aquatic centre, skate 
park, fenced off-leash dog park 
and bushland areas with walking 
paths and picnic facilities.

Projects are in one of three 
staged areas:
• short term: one to 10 years to-

talling $6.3 million (including: 
the dog park $605,000, sealed 
carpark $1.8 million);

• medium term: 11 to 20 years 
totalling $38.1 million (four 
netball courts $1.5 million, 
playground $350,000, pavilion 
$15 million); and

• long term: 21+ years totalling 
$70.8 million (oval $15 million, 
pool $52 million, multi-pur-
pose sports fields $2 million).

Cr Ronnie Bauer said it was 
a “shame” it was a master plan 
and “will be just that”.

“With the state of the Victori-
an coffers it is unlikely any gov-
ernment will assist in any key 
elements any time soon,” he said.

“The only way forward will 
be a joint government, council, 
private equity project.

“I would encourage council to 
offer the operators of the annual 
carnival a long-term lease.”

Cr Rochelle Halstead said it 
was a “good news story for Bass 

Coast and Phillip Island”.
She said the plan was a “bea-

con” of community engagement 
“well done”.

“The engage Bass Coast web-
site almost exploded under the 
weight of activity for this master 
plan and it was pleasing to see 
the community getting behind 
it,” she said, referring particu-
larly to the Phillip Island Bass 
Coast Dog Owners Association 
and the Phillip Island Football 
Netball Club.

“This goes to show if you do 
get involved in consultation you 
can make the changes.”

Cr Clare Le Serve said the 
land was still in the farm zone 
so would need to undergo a 
planning scheme amendment, 
which would take money and 
time, before the delivery of the 
master plan can occur.

Consultation
The April consultation received 
467 survey responses, with so-
cial media posts reaching more 
than 30,000 people, print media, 
and three drop-in sessions.

Key themes from the consul-
tation period included the desire 
for a larger off-leash dog park, 
car parking around the oval, 
room for the growth of sports 
like softball, hockey, rugby, and 
archery and designated football 
and cricket ovals.

Results showed 67 per cent of 
survey respondents were happy 
with the sporting and recreation 
facilities included in the master 
plan, while 33 per cent suggest-
ed including additional sporting 
facilities and 27 per cent men-
tioned things such as outdoor 
cinema, ice-skating and indoor 
community spaces.

The shire spoke to all sport-
ing clubs, with feedback includ-
ing:
• Phillip Island Bass Coast Dog 

Owners Association: mem-
bers want a fenced dog park 
at least one hectare in size, 
with three separate areas: one 
for large dogs; one for small 
dogs; and one for training 
dogs;

• Phillip Island Football Net-
ball Club: Male and female 
changerooms in the pavilion, 
a social room with capacity 
for 250 people seated, a com-
mercial kitchen and bar, and a 
gymnasium;

• Phillip Island Tennis Club: 
Eight courts would allow for 
future growth;

• Phillip Island District Cricket 
Club: require a minimum of 
two ovals adjacent to each oth-
er, one oval with a turf wicket 
and one oval with a synthetic 
wicket.

In 2022, about 2360 Phillip 
Island and San Remo residents 
(15 per cent) took part in club-
based sport, with football, gym-
nastics and basketball the high-
est participated sports in the 
region.

Participation in the currently 
available sports is projected to 
increase by nearly 400 people 
by 2036. Phillip Island and San 
Remo’s population (15,521) rep-
resents about 38 per cent of the 
total population of the Bass 
Coast Shire (40,793), up from 35 
per cent in 2016.

In 2021, the shire acquired 
the former carnival site next to 
the Hilton Chadwick Reserve to 
create a recreation centre.

Details: engage.basscoast.
vic.gov.au/cowesrr

ENVIRONMENT

Visitors have been warned they face 
fines for interfering with penguins 
and their nests, following a number of 
tourists flouting Nature Parks’ rules.

The warm weather in recent weeks 
over the school holidays saw bumper 
to bumper traffic on the Summerland 
Peninsula’s scenic South Coast Road.

But according to witnesses, visitors 
have been spotted stopping their cars 
on the road and hiking across Nature 
Parks land to personally find and in-
spect penguin nesting boxes.

A Nature Parks spokesperson said 
the entire Summerland Peninsula was 
reserved for conservation for the pro-
tection of wildlife.

“While Nature Parks has not ob-
served this as a growing issue, from 
time to time, curious visitors do ap-
proach the more obvious penguin 
nesting boxes,” the spokesperson said.

“We may issue fines if visitors are 
wilfully disturbing penguins or inter-
fering with nests.

“Nature Parks rangers also regu-
larly patrol and work in areas around 
the Summerland Peninsula and edu-

cate visitors about the importance of 
preserving habitat and not disturbing 
the penguins.”

The spokesperson said penguins 
were wild birds with a sharp beak that 
can cause injury.

“Penguins are not cuddly pets.
“Unless you are properly trained, 

approaching penguins can cause 
stress and distress to them.

“The greatest thing you can do for 
wildlife is to keep it wild. Please al-
ways keep your distance and remem-
ber how lucky we are to be able to 
share our beautiful island home.”

Nature Parks is planning to develop 
a series of trails across the peninsula. 
The spokesperson said one of the aims 
of the trails project was to respond 
to issues such as tourists walking 
through penguin habitat, “by keeping 
people to defined paths, boardwalks 
and lookouts”.

The Summerland Peninsula is 
home to Phillip Island’s 40,000 strong 
penguin population. While the Pen-
guin Parade is home to several thou-
sand of these penguins, there are 
many others who nest on the penin-
sula.

The Phillip Island Recreation Reserve on the corner of Ventnor Road and Phillip Island Road in Cowes will be rolled out over 
the next two decades at a cost of about $120 million.

Phillip Island’s future sports hub given a kickstart

“Penguins are not cuddly pets”: The entire Summerland Peninsula is reserved for conservation for the protection of 
wildlife and people are not allowed to access the land in search of penguins, despite a recent uptick in the activity.

Tourists face fines for disturbing penguins
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ENVIRONMENT

Newhaven College is one step closer to its 
goal to be carbon neutral by 2030.

Much of the College’s building infra-
structure and planning has been de-
signed to ensure it operates in a sustain-
able way, including the extensive use of 
solar panels.

Now the school’s bus fl eet is becoming 
part of the carbon solution.

South Coast Bus runs 12 different 
routes for Newhaven College students, 
across Bass Coast and South Gippsland, 
including Nyora, Leongatha and Tarwin 
Lower.

With so many bus routes, the school 
was conscious of the impact on the envi-
ronment and decided to act.

The College is working with Green-
fl eet in conjunction with South Coast 
Buses to offset carbon emissions as part 
of their commitment to lessening its car-
bon footprint.

Greenfl eet is a leading not-for-profi t 
environmental organisation protecting 
the climate by restoring forests.

They plant native biodiverse forests to 
capture carbon emissions and help fi ght 
the impacts of climate change.

Newhaven College’s support alone will 
enable Greenfl eet to plant enough native 
trees to absorb 355.00 tonnes of CO2-e.

Newhaven College Principal, Tony 
Corr is thrilled to be a part of a commu-
nity with such a focus on environmental 
action.

“The offset planting the school will 
be providing through Greenfl eet will 
take place in Glendalough in South 
Gippsland,” Mr Corr said.

“In Glendalough there is a cleared 
240-hectare property which our planting 
will help return to native ecosystems.

“The property will provide a signifi -
cant vegetation link for the critically 
important Strzelecki Koalas as well as 
habitat for native birds such as the Yel-
low-faced Honeyeater and Grey Fantail.“

The CEO of Greenfl eet, Wayne 

Wescott praised Newhaven College’s 
commitment.

“Greenfl eet is focused on delivering 
climate action and by offsetting their bus 
emissions with us, Newhaven College is 
enabling the restoration of native forests 
that will remove this carbon from the 
atmosphere through the rest of this cen-
tury,” Mr Wescott said.

“Thanks to the support of organisa-
tions like Newhaven College, Greenfl eet 
can continue to grow our impact and pro-
tect our climate.”

Since 1997, Greenfl eet has planted 
over 10.5 million trees across 550 forests 
in Australia and New Zealand.

As they grow, these forests absorb car-
bon, improve soil and water quality and 
restore habitat for native wildlife, includ-
ing many endangered species.

For more on Greenfl eet’s work go to 
greenfl eet.com.au

Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 
Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi 
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi  

(P.O Box 35, Wonthaggi)
Cowes office (by appointment)

15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au 

www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.
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Melaleuca Lodge Secondhand Book Sale

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES (off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

Open 10-12 every Saturday
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NEWS

Residents say the success 
of the recent TIDAL festi-
val in San Remo has been 
marred after a parking 
blitz by Bass Coast Shire 
Council.

One San Remo trader 
said even volunteers work-
ing at the event received 
fi nes, describing the coun-
cil as “mean spirited” for 
targeting the event.

“Where were people 
supposed to park without 
getting fi ned,” asked one 
resident.

“Awesome for the com-
munity, but sour taste 
parking fi nes everywhere 
… boo Bass Coast,” said 
another.

However, the council 
said from the thousands of 
festival goers, only 19 in-
fringements were issued.

Craig Edmonds, Presi-
dent of the San Remo and 
District Tourism Business 
Association (SRDTBA) 
said it was disappointing 
that people coming to the 
event had been fi ned.

“We had absolutely no 
control over the parking 
inspectors nor any control 
to stop them on the week-
end and it was nothing to 
do with the festival,” he 
said.

“We have naturally 
been in touch with the 
council because it does re-
fl ect badly on our festival 
and it’s not just our event, 
it has happened numerous 

times before.
“Do they target event 

weekends? Of course they 
do. I don’t remember see-
ing them walking the 
streets during the middle 
of winter or on quiet days.”

Looking ahead, Craig 
said plans were already 
being discussed for next 
year’s events, “with more 
favourable traffi c and 
parking controls”.

Calls for waiver
A council spokesperson 
said of the 19 infringe-
ments issued during the 
festival, fi ve were for 
people overstaying the al-
lowed time.

“On signifi cant event 
days, our parking offi cers’ 
key focus is always on 
safety and accessibility.

“We acknowledge it is 
disappointing to receive 
a fi ne, however, if people 
believe their infringement 
was incorrectly issued, 
they can request a review 
through Council.

“The process of disput-
ing a fi ne is on the back of 
the issued infringement 
notice.”

Craig urged anyone 
who was fi ned to contact 
him, especially any volun-
teers impacted.

He also called for a new 
approach to parking re-
strictions during events.

“Volunteers and busi-
ness owners put hundreds 

of hours and dollars into 
these events to bring peo-
ple to the area with the 
hope of them returning, 
which is the agenda of the 
council’s tourism plan,” he 
said.

“Is this really the look 
we want visitors to take 
away with them?

“These situations would 
only happen a handful of 
times during the year,” he 
said.

“Surely we can waive 
the parking restrictions 
for these events?

“The reason people 
usually overstay is be-
cause they have been to 
the event and have then 
headed around town to 
have a look and hopefully 
spend a few dollars.”

The council said it 
would continue to work 
with all events organis-
ers, volunteers and part-
ners “to ensure events 
are a great experience for 
everyone and that the in-
creasing amounts of visi-
tors can be safely accom-
modated”.

“We encourage all 
visitors to check parking 
signs.”

The spokesperson said 
council supported the 
Tidal Festival with $6000 
funding through its an-
nual event grants and 
with event offi cer support, 
equipment, fencing, mar-
quee and signage.

CRIME

The next court appearance of Joshua and 
Taylor Savage has been moved to Novem-
ber.

The two men, facing charges over 19 
separate burglaries conducted over six 
months on Phillip Island and in South 
Gippsland, were due to appear at the 
Latrobe Valley County Court at the end 
of August.

That has now been transferred to the 
next County Court sitting, which begins 
on November 8 at Morwell.

A specifi c date for their court appear-
ance is yet to be determined.

On June 8, the two men appeared be-
fore the Melbourne County Court.

An indictment presented to the court 
by the Offi ce of Public Prosecutions cov-
ered the19 charges.

Both Joshua and Taylor were ar-
raigned and entered a plea of guilty.

In August 2020, the men were arrested 
during dramatic early morning raids on 
four Cowes properties, with cash, jewel-
lery, a boat, motorbike, jetski and vehi-
cles seized.

Joshua and Taylor Savage remain on 
bail but are prohibited from living in Bass 
Coast or South Gippsland. They cannot 
visit the area without police permission, 

can’t stay overnight and have stringent 
conditions around any visit. Police said 
the men have been complying with bail 
conditions.

On the bus and carbon offset

The Savage brothers, arrested in dramatic 
early morning raids in Cowes in August 2020, 
are scheduled to appear in the next session of 
the County Court in Morwell, which begins on 
November 8.

Savage case further delayed

Artist’s impression for the back of Newhaven 
College’s new bus wrap, showcasing the school’s 
commitment to lessening its carbon footprint.

Complaints over 
TIDAL parking fi nes

Responding to complaints about parking officers targeting the TIDAL festival last week, Bass Coast 
Shire Council said of the thousands of people who attended, only 19 fines were issued.
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ACCOMMODATION

Premier Daniel Andrews visited 
Wonthaggi last week, to spruik 
the government’s plans for im-
proving housing affordability in 
regional Victoria, accompanied 
by Danny Pearson, Minister for 
Consumer Affairs.

He confirmed the new Short 
Stay Levy was a statewide sys-
tem that would supersede any 
local measures that had been in-
troduced, including Bass Coast 
Shire Council’s new $300 short 
stay rental fee.

“Councils won’t be able to 
levy those charges after Janu-
ary 1, 2025,” Mr Andrews said.

“Let’s not have 79 different 
systems. That would lead to con-
fusion, and I think it would be a 
barrier.”

He defended the lack of consul-
tation with local councils on the 
issue, stating he was “not elected 
to have endless discussions”.

“Sometimes you have got to 
get on and get things done.”

When queried whether a levy 
would be placed on short stay 
rentals run through real estate 
agents, the Premier said the is-
sue would have to be worked 
through, but whatever platform 
they were on, short stay rentals 
should “make a contribution” to 
building housing.

Premier Andrews said rev-
enue generated by the govern-
ment’s new Short Stay Levy 
would go to building and main-
taining social and affordable 
housing, with 25 per cent of 
funds invested in regional Vic-
toria.

“Regional Victoria is boom-
ing – and so is demand for 
homes across our regions. We 
know the best thing we can do 
to make homes more affordable 

is to build more of them, and 
that’s exactly what we’re doing,” 
he said.

The Premier said $150 million 
would be invested in a Regional 
Worker Accommodation Fund, 
to provide new housing options 
for regional communities, where 
key workers are struggling to 
find affordable housing.

Regional share
With 46.7 per cent of Airbnb 
listings in regional Victoria, the 
Premier was asked why only 25 
per cent of the revenue from the 
Short Stay Levy was being di-
rected to the regions.

He said the levy on the 36,000 
short stay properties across the 
state would yield about $75 mil-
lion per year.

“We are spending $2.3 billion 
on social and affordable housing 
through the Big Building pack-
age in regional Victoria.

“It’s a massive investment, 
well above 25 per cent.”

The Premier was also asked 
if there was state owned land 
in regional areas that might be 
released for housing, such as the 
site of the old Bass Coast sec-
ondary school in Wonthaggi.

He would not be drawn on 
specifics, but agreed there 
would be further potential sites 
across the state.

“Ultimately, we have found 45 
sites that we think can be home 
to around 9000 people.

“We think there will be more 
sites than that, but we have to go 
through the proper process,” Mr 
Andrews said.

“There will be big land hold-
ings in regional Victoria that 
can be offered to the market 
with planning certainty, and I 
think that will mean more hous-
es will be built.”

Health workers
The new Wonthaggi hospital 
was chosen as the location for 
the Premier’s latest doorstop, in 
part due to Bass Coast Health’s 
(BCH) own approach to secur-
ing housing for staff.

BCH currently owns 24 prop-
erties in the district, which pro-
vides 80 rooms per night for 
staff accommodation.

“This health service spends 
about $750,000 per year to have 
24 properties, because there 
isn’t enough housing in Wont-
haggi and district to house all 
the staff,” the Premier said.

Without these properties, he 
said staff wouldn’t be able to 
work at BCH and the commu-
nity wouldn’t be able to get the 
care they need close to home.

“You might have a house (or a 
rental), but if other people can’t 
find a house, everyone pays the 
price.

“Everyone has an investment 
in making sure there are more 
houses built or on offer.”

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan 
Child said the properties the 
health service owned were used 
by doctors, nurses and allied 
health staff and “were critical 
for us”.

While there was no mention 
of any specific accommodation 
project for the hospital during 
the Premier’s visit, Ms Child 
said she was “always hopeful”.

“We have had great support 
from the government,” she said.

Development
The Premier and Minister Pear-
son spoke about the new Develop-
ment Facilitation Program, which 
they say will streamline the plan-
ning process for significant re-
gional housing developments.

Housing developments 

worth at least $15 million that 
deliver at least 10 per cent af-
fordable housing, including 
build-to-rent projects, would 
bypass local government, going 
direct to the state government 
for approval.

Industry experts and local 
government representatives have 
criticised the move, saying it will 
cut the local community out of 
important planning decisions.

Mr Andrews said the move 
would streamline the planning 
process, which often got bogged 
down at councils and VCAT.

“Councils have sat on plan-
ning applications for a very long 
time. They had responsibilities 
and have not necessarily acquit-
ted them well,” he said.

Earlier in the week, on ABC 
Radio, the Premier took aim at 
the delays and applications end-
ing up in VCAT.

“You look around and sud-

denly VCAT, who were elected 
by nobody, are planning our 
city. How is that a good idea? 
How is that an accountable way 
of doing things.”

The changes to rental rights 
and dispute resolution were also 
outlined, including the introduc-
tion of Rental Dispute Resolu-
tion Victoria, and professional 
development for the real estate 
industry.

The CEO of Tenants Victoria, 
Jennifer Beveridge was in Wont-
haggi, and said the organisation 
supported the new initiatives 
around renters’ rights and ap-
plauded the introduction of the 
Short Stay Levy.

“For too long Airbnb and oth-
er platforms have been unregu-
lated.

“It is great that there are state-
wide regulations and the money 
will go into a pool for social and 
affordable housing.”
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NEWS

ENTERTAINMENT

The Channel 9 renovation 
competition reality TV show 
The Block looks set to come to 
Phillip Island.

The Advertiser under-
stands several accommoda-
tion operators on the island 
have been approached to host 
the film crew, which includes 
host Scott Cam.

While not confirmed, it  
is rumoured the property 
that will feature on The  

Block is on Justice Road, 
Cowes west.

The Herald Sun on the 
weekend wrote that after a 
false start in Daylesford, “ru-
mours are swirling about The 
Block’s next season location, 
which could see a tree-change 
swapped for a sea-change” at 
Phillip Island.

A Channel 9 spokesperson 
for The Block told the Adver-
tiser they do not speculate on 
the location of future series of 
the hit show.

State short stay trumps council’s new fee

Block-buster TV 
show set for island

International Nurse Jericho Savilla with daughter Aeya (left) his wife Tam (right) and CEO Jan Child, Jordan Crugnale MP and Premier Daniel Andrews, during the Premier’s visit to Wonthaggi, spruiking the 
government’s plans for improving housing affordability in the regions.
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REFERENDUM

Police escorted a member of the pub-
lic from last week’s Bass Coast Shire 
Council meeting, after the lone pro-
testor shouted and refused to leave as 
councillors voted on a motion about 
the Voice.

Supporters of the Voice, many car-
rying signs or wearing Vote Yes t-
shirts were in the audience, outnum-
bering the solo protestor six to one.

The interruption came during the 
motion about the Voice, put forward 
by Cr Leticia Laing, which called on 
the council to publicly support “a con-
stitutionally enshrined voice to Par-
liament for First Nations people”, as 
well as committing to sharing “clear, 
credible information” on the proposal 
and upcoming referendum.

Five of nine councillors voted to 
support the motion, with the decision 
met by cries of “shame, shame” from 
Phillip Island resident John Trigt.

Mayor Michael Whelan asked Mr 
Trigt to refrain from interjecting, or 
be removed from the chamber.

When Mr Trigt persisted, he was 
asked to leave by security.

When he refused, the meeting was 
adjourned for half an hour and the 
police were called to remove him.

Support
Cr Laing said First Nations People 
were in possession of this continent 
for thousands of years up to 1788.

She said it was unacceptable Ab-
original people were proportionally 
the most incarcerated group in the 
world and their life expectancy and 
health outcomes were significantly 
lower than the rest of the community.

“It makes no sense to me how this 
step is seen as divisive,” Cr Laing 
said.

“This claim ignores the fact that 
we are in many ways divided by our 
skills, abilities and that our govern-
ment and communities do what they 
can to help us all have equal access to 
services and quality of life.

“Surely we aren’t going to say that 
ramps for people who are disabled is 
divisive? The same goes for our First 
Nations People.”

Cr Laing said there was no men-
tion of First Nations people in the 
Constitution and the referendum 
hoped to change that.

“It is acknowledged the vote will 
be a personal private decision and 
that is respected by council in this 
motion.

“It is also accepted some council-
lors may have opposing views to the 
yes vote.

“(This vote) will empower council 
to provide truthful, accurate informa-
tion to allow the community to make 
an informed choice.”

She said council was “not just 
about roads, rates and rubbish” and 
showed leadership on a variety of is-
sues.”

Cr Geoff Ellis called for the whole 
Voice vote to be dealt with compas-
sionately and with empathy.

“When people are not on board 
with what I’m saying I try and change 
my perspective and say to myself just 
like me that person is trying to get the 
best outcome for their people,” said 
Cr Ellis, who has undertaken com-
passion training.

“I hope the morning after the ref-
erendum we can maybe take a breath 
and sit down and work out a path for-
ward and not consider winners and 
losers.”

Cr Clare Le Serve voted in support 
of the motion, saying like the Wel-
come to Country at the beginning of 

council meetings, along with other 
council policies that support recon-
ciliation, this vote showed “we do un-
derstand”.

“It says by our actions and words 
we hear you and listen,” Cr Le Serve 
said, adding she had received emails 
opposing the vote which exhibited 
“threatening and bullying behav-
iour”.

“This is an opportunity to help in 
that reconciliation.”

Cr David Rooks summed up his 
support of the motion: “by not voting 
yes, how are you helping First Na-
tions people”.

Opposition
Cr Ronnie Bauer said if he was mayor 
he wouldn’t allow the motion to be on 
the agenda.

He pointed to the councillor state-
ment at the beginning of each meet-
ing “disregarding councillor’s person-
al interests so as to avoid any conflicts 
of interest with our public duty.”

He said the motion was blatantly 
biased to the yes case.

“It’s not council’s job to educate the 
public either for or against on this ref-
erendum,” Cr Bauer said.

“We must not be political on such a 
highly charged emotional issue.”

Cr Rochelle Halstead said while 
council was committed to local rec-
onciliation and the community want-

ed better outcomes for First Nations 
people, she was “saddened” at the 
motion.

“It is an assault on my own demo-
cratic right to privacy,” Cr Halstead 
said.

“I support that council is assisting 
residents by providing this informa-
tion when requested however I do not 
support council putting a position of 
support for the yes campaign which 
has become a political battleground.”

She said advocating cost money 
and funds had already been spent 
federally, while this motion would 
require more funding at a local level.

“We should be allowing residents 
to seek their own information and 
decide for themselves without influ-
ence.

“For council to support this would 
be seen as an attempt to persuade our 
community and for me that is atro-
ciously undemocratic.”

Cr Les Larke said council should 
be apolitical, “but my stance today 
should not be interpreted as a yes or 
no vote”.

Cr Brett Tessari voted against the 
motion, saying he didn’t agree the 
motion should be in the chamber, 
even though he agreed with the senti-
ments of supporters of the motion.

“This is another example of coun-
cil pushing their views on the com-
munity,” Cr Tessari said.

We are now in the final weeks of the Voice 
referendum campaign.

Recently, we’ve seen thousands of Austra-
lians take to the streets in support of the Yes 
vote.

Last week, Bass Coast Shire Council attract-
ed criticism for a motion at the September coun-
cil meeting, calling for the council to publicly 
support the referendum.

Despite the motion clearly stating it respected 
residents’ right to make their own decision, the 
council has been accused of directing people 
how to vote.

They’ve been told to “stay in their lane”.
The flaw in the “stay in their lane” argument 

is the role of councils in 2023 has broadened be-
yond the old “roads, rates and rubbish” mantra 
(whether we like it or not), with local govern-
ment engaging in a broad range of issues, from 
social welfare, to housing, health and more.

Stating their support for the Voice is not the 
council directing anyone how to vote.

In fact the councillors were at pains to point 
out they respected everyone’s right to make their 
own decision about the referendum.

The council is not the first organisation to state 
its support for the Voice. Many other councils 
have done the same. Off the top of my head, the 
Labor Party, The Greens, Law societies in every 
state, Qantas, the Olympic Committee, Cricket, 
Netball and Motorsports Australia, the four big 
banks, the AFL and the NRL are just some of 
the organisations who have come out in support 
of the Yes vote. Wikipedia has even compiled a 
list of the endorsements: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Endorsements_in_the_2023_Australian_Indig-
enous_Voice_referendum

This referendum is asking Australia to 
change, and change is hard. Change can be 
frightening, and when people are frightened, it 
isn’t difficult to sow seeds of doubt and confu-
sion.

In some spaces, the referendum has taken 
over from Covid as fertile ground for conspira-
cies.

The No campaign has effectively sold a mes-
sage “if you don’t know, vote no”.

It is true, voting yes requires a leap of faith. 
But every single time we vote in an election, we 
take that leap. A party might promise to provide 
more housing, address the cost of living, take ac-
tion on climate change. We don’t know every de-
tail of how that will happen, or the exact word-
ing of the legislation they intend to bring to the 
parliament. We vote in hope for the end result, 
rather than relying on every detail.

The Federal Coalition has said it supports 
constitutional recognition for First Nations Peo-
ple, but not the Voice to Parliament, as there are 
not enough details on how the Voice (an advi-
sory body) will operate. Yet how it will operate 
is in their hands. The details of the Voice will be 
determined by the parliament which they are 
members of. They will have the opportunity to 
shape it, design it and deliver it.

I believe, if you don’t know, you should find 
out.

Ask questions.
Talk to your friends and colleagues.
There is a lot of good information available if 

you have questions and concerns. The Federal 
government’s website voice.gov.au sets out the 
basic facts of what is proposed.

If you’re looking for analysis of the claims 
made by both sides, The Guardian Australia has 
an excellent section on the Voice, fact checking the 
statements from both the Yes and No campaigns. 
www.theguardian.com/australia-news/indige-
nous-voice-to-parliament.

The ABC and RMIT have done a similar 
analysis: www.abc.net.au/news/2023-07-19/
fact-check-yes-no-campaign-pamphlets-
aec/102614710

If you have questions about the actual voting 
process, including locations of polling stations, 
pre-polling dates or even how to fill out the bal-
lot, go to the Australian Electoral Commissions 
website: aec.gov.au

The referendum should not be reduced to an 
us or them, Liberal or Labor, left or right argu-
ment. It’s about humanity and working together 
to find a better solution.

It’s a chance for Australia to decide its future 
direction and how we will address the gap be-
tween Indigenous and non-Indigenous Austra-
lians.

Each of us can use our vote to decide the out-
come.

Call for “compassion and  
empathy” in Voice vote

EDITORIAL

Supporters of the Voice, many carrying signs or wearing Vote Yes t-shirts were in the audi-
ence, outnumbering the solo protestor six to one.

A Phillip Island resident was escorted from the council meeting by police last week after 
shouting “shame” when five of nine councillors voted to support the Voice motion.
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Add an extra touch of glamour to your 
next night out with Island Maserati Lim-
ousines. 

This luxury lift and ride service en-
sures you’ll travel around the island and 
San Remo in style. Available for weddings, 
romantic outings and special events.

A visit to a local winery or restaurant 
can be elevated to something spectacular 
with this stylish and exotic ride.

For just $60, or $90 return, you can trav-
el in style anywhere on the island, with 
packages including champagne available 
for wedding cars or romantic sunset tours.

There’s even a Melbourne airport trans-
fer service, and the car fits four adults.

For more details on how to book the 
ride of your life, go to islandmaserati.com.
au, follow the Facebook page or call Mark 
at Island Maserati Limousine Service on 
0498 747 578. / Sponsored article /
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Island Maserati 
Phillip Island Luxury Lift & ride service.

Available for Lifts on Phillip Island and San Remo. 
Weddings, Romantic Sunset Tours and Wineries.  
Melbourne Airport transfers.
Contact Mark 0498 747 578, call or SMS.

e: islandmaserati1@gmail.com

w: Islandmaserati.com.au

  Island Maserati

  Islandmaserati1
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NEWS

HEALTH

It’s a first aid course with a difference.
The Schoolies or Toolies workshops 

running next month are designed for 
young people aged 16 to 20 years, to help 
prepare them to cope during an emer-
gency.

The course will run on October 7 from 
10am – 1pm and October 11 from 5.30pm 
until 8.30pm, in preparation for the up-
coming schoolies celebrations.

As well as providing CPR training, it 
looks at the best way to deal with drug 
and alcohol issues, including learning 
about the recovery position, and what to 
do for an overdose.

The course is one of a suite of first aid 
courses run by 1staidMD, a local compa-
ny founded by former paramedic Megan 
Darby.

Bree Stubbs works alongside Megan 
and says the course was specifically 
put together for teenagers, with a focus 
on the issues they may confront during 
schoolies or when partying with their 
friends.

“I remember when I was growing up, I 
had no knowledge of this stuff until I was 

at least in my 20s,” said Bree.
“We really want to reach that age 

group, get them CPR certified, and give 
them the skills so they’ll know what to do 
in an emergency situation.

“We teach them about drug or alcohol 
poisoning, and how to put their mates 
into a recovery position.

“We also let young people know that 
it’s okay to call Triple Zero, and they 
won’t get in trouble.”

The course teaches the young people 
to ring Triple Zero straight up, and then 
what they might need to do if the situa-
tion gets worse before help arrives.

“We do give details on what can hap-
pen and how certain drugs can impact 
people,” Bree explained.

“We want to let them know the risks, 
including how serious alcohol poisoning 
can be.”

The discussions also include ways they 
can look out for each other when partying 
with friends.

Bree said the response from parents of 
young people has been very positive, and 
she’s hoping more teenagers sign up and 
get skilled up.

“I know CPR and emergency skills are 

not things a lot of young people think 
about; they tend to think they’re invin-
cible.

“But the more people we can get the 
knowledge to, the more people can be 
saved.”

First aid
As well as the Schoolies workshops, 
1staidMD offers a range of targeted first 
aid courses, including Infant and Child 
First Aid, courses designed for teachers 
and carers or dealing with anaphylaxis/
asthma emergency and risks.

All the courses include CPR.
Bree said many of the courses are 

conducted through workplaces, while 
parents are another regular group of cus-
tomers.

Reaching young people and older peo-
ple is the biggest challenge.

“Young people think they don’t need it, 
while often old people think they are too 
old to learn something new,” she said.

Any school leavers or parents inter-
ested in the Schoolies or Toolies CPR and 
Drug and Alcohol Workshop can find out 
more or book in at www.1staidmd.com/
services

You can also contact them through 
their Facebook page.

The course is $50, with sessions on Oc-
tober 7 (10am) and October 11 (5.30pm) 
at the Bass Coast Adult Learning Centre, 
239 White Road, Wonthaggi.

Schoolies safety the target

Step out in style

Available for weddings, romantic outings and 
special events, or elevate a visit to a local winery 
or restaurant to something spectacular with this 
stylish and exotic ride.

AVA I L A B L E  F O R  S A L E  AT  T H E  A N C H O R A G E  G E N E R A L  S TO R E  A N D  T H E  A D V E R T I S E R .  $ 2 0.0 0.

DOGGA LUKE – THE MAN, THE MYTH, THE LEGEND ... 
AND NOW THE PUBLISHED POET.
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Bree Stubbs (left) and Megan Darby from 1staidMD, 
which is offering a first aid course targeted at Schoo-
lies, this October.
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PLANNING

Council-owned land will con-
tinue to be made available for 
affordable housing, with Bass 
Coast Shire set to review all suit-
able land.

And council will support 
state-wide limits to “mitigate the 
impact of short stay accommo-
dation on local housing afford-
ability and availability”, while 
also encouraging developers to 
provide public housing.

Councillors at the September 
meeting voted to approve the 
final Affordable Housing Strat-
egy, which was open for com-
munity consultation in June.

The strategy comes after 
council-owned land between 
Roydon Road and Wyndham 
Avenue in Cowes is soon to 
be developed by Community 
Housing Limited (CHL), a not-
for-profit community housing 
provider, into five two-bedroom 
dwellings.

While social housing is the 
responsibility of state govern-
ment, the strategy seeks to 
progress social housing in Bass 
Coast through planning, review-
ing council-owned land and ad-
vocating to developers and gov-
ernment.

Following consultation, 10 
submissions were received, in-
cluding eight from individual 
residents and two from organ-
isations.

Respondents said there was 
a critical need for more afford-
able housing in Bass Coast, near 
town centres with access to ser-
vices and employment opportu-
nities.

Submitters urged council to 
focus on short stay accommo-
dation as a driver of housing 

affordability and availability 
pressures and underscored the 
importance of preserving neigh-
bourhood character.

Changes
As a result of feedback, the final 
strategy beefs up planning, with 
the shire set to create a guidance 
document for negotiating devel-
oper contributions in multi-lot 
planning applications to support 
affordable housing.

The strategy includes assess-
ment criteria on whether a par-
cel of council-owned land could 
be suitable for affordable hous-
ing.

There is also a focus on short 
stay accommodation.

“The prevalence of short-stay 
accommodation is also impact-

ing availability of long-term 
rental homes in local commu-
nities and placing further pres-
sure on local housing markets,” 
it states.

“Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, the cost of rental has 
increased at the same time as 
there are fewer properties avail-
able to rent.

“These pressures are impact-
ing individual households as 
well as local communities where 
housing for key and essential 
workers is a growing concern.”

Cr Ronnie Bauer said when 
the affordable housing strategy 
was first raised he was against 
the idea of land in Cowes be-
ing used and supported Wont-
haggi.

“Subsequently the rental crisis 

has become so acute that I have 
had a change of mind,” he said.

“The short-term accommoda-
tion industry has stripped our 
shire and especially the island 
of our long-term rentals.

“The only way to help this 
problem is to provide council 
land.”

Squeeze
There were about 1186 appli-
cants wanting to live in the shire, 
but only 374 houses available.

According to the strategy, 
there were 254 applications to 
live in Cowes, 617 in Wonthaggi 
and 315 in Inverloch. It states be-
cause tenants need to access ser-
vices Cowes and Wonthaggi will 
be targeted for social housing, 
“and potentially in Grantville, 

Inverloch, and San Remo too”.
“Bass Coast Shire has a sig-

nificant social housing shortfall 
relative to community need,” the 
strategy states.

It states renters in Bass Coast 
Shire experience housing stress 
at a “significantly higher rate” 
than the regional Victoria aver-
age: 83.5 per cent of very low-
income households, and 52.7 per 
cent of low-income households.

Cowes
At Roydon Road and Wyndham 
Avenue building of the houses 
by Community Housing Limited 
will start later this year, under 
the state government’s $25 mil-
lion Big Housing Build.

The shire owns the 97-metre-
long road reserve.

CHL will enter into a 30-year 
lease with the council and will be 
responsible for the operation and 
maintenance of the development 
for the duration of the lease.

The houses are scheduled to 
commence construction in late 
2023 with completion expected 
in the fourth quarter of 2024.

The project will be delivered 
and funded through the Big 
Housing Build, with the Plan-
ning Minister the responsible au-
thority and not Bass Coast Shire.

The new homes will be al-
located to people who have ap-
plied for housing through the 
Victorian Housing Register.

Cr Bauer asked whether the 
land between Roydon Road and 
Wyndham Avenue would not be 
used for emergency accommo-
dation and only for affordable 
housing and a shire officer con-
firmed this was the case.

CHL details: chl.org.au/
about-us/our-developments/
cowes-phillip-island-victoria/

Bass Coast Shire Council has 
confirmed a large storm in early 
September breached the wrap-
around dam wall at the Cowes 
boat ramp, flooding the dry 
area.

“The seawater encroached 
the worksite on September 8 due 
to the storm conditions. This 
water was removed and the con-
tractor recommenced works on 
September 12,” a shire spokes-
person said.

They also confirmed sand 
from the boat ramp was being 
taken to the Cowes main beach – 
for erosion works – via Gap Road.

“This was to avoid delays in 
the boat ramp reconstruction 
project.”

ENVIRONMENT

Local Landcare groups have re-
ceived a share of the more than 
$4.4 million worth of grants an-
nounced by the government last 
week.

The grants for youth and vol-
unteer groups aim to further 
improve the state’s natural envi-
ronment. 

Jordan Crugnale, the Member 
for Bass commended the seven 
local recipients of the 2023 Vic-
torian Landcare Grants which 
will help volunteers protect and 
restore landscapes in their re-
spective communities.

“This funding is a fabulous 
way to support our amazingly 
committed volunteers who are 
out restoring, revegetating, pro-
tecting and enhancing habitat in 
our natural environment,” said 
Ms Crugnale.

“Thank you for all that you do 
– you make such a positive long-
lasting difference. 

“I love how children are ac-
tively immersed in all things na-
ture, learning more about their 
surrounds, sustainability and 
how First Nations people cared 
for country.”

Successful local recipients in-
clude:

• Phillip Island Landcare 
Group: Community Revegeta-
tion – connecting and restoring 
remnant vegetation across the 
Island.

• Bass Coast Landcare 

Group: Through Westernport 
Catchment Kids to detecting, 
restoring, and protecting the 
catchment.

• Bass Valley Landcare 
Group: Protecting and Restor-
ing Bass Valley’s Biodiversity: A 
Community-Led Initiative.

• Powlett River Landcare 
Group: Restoring the Powlett 
Catchment: Community-led re-
vegetation for waterway health 
and biodiversity.

• Three Creeks Landcare 
Group: Three Creeks Commu-
nity-Led Ecological Restoration 

Project.
• Anderson Inlet Landcare 

Group: Restoring Biodiver-
sity: Protecting and Enhancing 
Threatened Species Habitat in 
Anderson Inlet.

• Kongwak Landcare Group: 
Revitalizing Kongwak Hills: A 
Collaborative Land Manage-
ment and Conservation Pro-
gram.

A total of 269 environmen-
tal volunteer groups have re-
ceived $500 grants to assist with 
administration and running 
costs and include Western Port 

Catchment Landcare Network, 
Friends of Woodford Reserve 
Inc and Westernport Swamp 
Landcare.

The government also dis-
tributed more than $470,000 
through the 2023 Victorian Ju-
nior Landcare and Biodiversity 
Grants.

Ms Crugnale said these grants 
will deliver hands-on projects 
and outdoor educational activi-
ties – giving thousands of chil-
dren across the state the oppor-
tunity to learn more about our 
environment and biodiversity.

The successful local schools 
are:

• Cowes Primary School 
($4650) to develop students as 
stewards of their school sanc-
tuary and involving them in 
the restoration and care of 
their sanctuary, planting native 
plants, removing invasive spe-
cies, and creating habitats for 
local wildlife.

• Wonthaggi Primary School 
($3843) to build an indigenous 
pollinator garden and make con-
nections with learning relevant 
to the Science program; and to 
further develop understandings 
of how First Nations Peoples 
cared for living things and the 
environment to ensure survival 
and sustainability on Bunurong 
Country.

A full list of this year’s Land-
care and Biodiversity Grant re-
cipients can be found at environ-
ment.vic.gov.au/grants.

The council has confirmed a large 
storm in early September breached the 
wrap-around dam wall at the Cowes 
boat ramp, flooding the dry area.

Dam breach 
at boat ramp

Local Landcare groups get the grants

Public housing to be given a boost

Jordan Crugnale MP hands out seeds and talks all things sanctuary during a 
recent visit to Cowes Primary School with School Captains Macy, Miller, Bode, 
Luca, Kaia and Principal Rod McKenzie.

The road reserve will be developed by Community Housing Limited (CHL), a registered community housing organisation, 
into five dwellings, with the removal of 12 trees.
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JACOB FRY 
– A LIFE SAVER

WHAT LIES 
BENEATH?

EAT, PLAY AND STAY
– A QUICK GUIDE

P EO P L E  A N D  P L AC E S  O F  P H I L L I P  I S L A N D  A N D  SA N  R E M O

S P R I N G  2 0 2 3

A FAMILY 
BUILDING
TO M N EI L’ S  H EM P C R E TE H O U S E I S  AB O UT FI N D I N G A M O R E ENVI RO N M ENTALLY FR I EN D LY WAY TO B U I LD . . .  IT  I S  AL SO AB O UT TH E FAM I LY TI E S THAT B I N D H I M .

In a field of their ownIn a field of their ownMitch Burrows and illustrator Tegan Carter have created a guide to native plants of Phillip Island. 

The labour of love, exquisitely illustrated, is sure to delight nature lovers from all walks of life.

THE ISLAND##5
– OUT NOW!

PICK UP YOUR FREE COPY AT THE PHILLIP ISLAND AND SAN REMO ADVERTISER,  CAFES, 

RESTAURANTS, STORES, ACCOMMODATION AND ATTRACTIONS, AS WELL AS LOCAL NEWSAGENTS.
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03090A
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REFERENDUM

Hundreds of people attended the 
Say Yes rally on Sunday, organ-
ised by the Bass Coast for Yes 
group.

Themed “Walking together, 
belonging together”, the walk 
for Yes kicked off with a march 
from Mitchell House in Wont-
haggi down McBride Street end-
ing in a rally at Wishart Park.

Organisers said the colour-
ful crowd of supporters, many 
wearing different variations of 
Yes T-shirts, included a mix of 
ages and backgrounds all united 
by their support of the upcoming 
referendum.

At the conclusion of the 
march the estimated 300 walk-
ers entered Wishart Park lead 
by local elders Aunty Patrice 
Mahoney and Uncle Anthony 
Egan to a backdrop of the an-
them of the campaign, John 
Farnham’s “You’re The Voice” 
and the cheers of waiting sup-
porters.

The event’s total attendance 
of more than 350 people is be-
lieved to be one of the strongest 
supporter turn outs in regional 
Victoria.

Attendees were addressed by 
Bass Coast Yes campaign Chair 
Kevin Walsh, followed by a Wel-
come To Country and smoking 
ceremony conducted by local 
Traditional Owner from the 

Bunurong Land Council Jillian 
West.

Jillian spoke of her own con-
nection to the cause and invited 
attendees to participate in the 
smoking ceremony.

Speakers, described by at-
tendees as “uplifting” and “in-
spiring”, included Nicole Findlay 
and Professor Andrew Gunstone 
from Reconciliation Victoria, 
Marg Lynn from the Bass Coast 
South Gippsland Reconciliation 
Group, ALP Senator for Victoria 
Jess Walsh and Uncle Charles 

Pakana.
Also attending were Bass 

MP Jordan Crugnale and Bass 
Coast Shire Mayor Cr Michael 
Whelan and councillors Leticia 
Laing and Geoff Ellis.

One attendee told the Adver-
tiser the speakers emphasised 
the importance of coming to-
gether on the issue.

Another said they were 
moved by the positive atmo-
sphere on the day.

“It was motivated people that 
were generous with their time 

and passionate about walking 
together,” they said.

“It was energising to feel you 
weren’t that much of a minority 
and it showed that knowledge is 
getting out there.”

One walker said they felt the 
referendum had become “divi-
sive and political when it didn’t 
need to be”.

Described by Kevin Walsh as 
a “smashing success” the Bass 
Coast Yes campaign organisers 
were thrilled with the event at-
tendance.

“It’s so reassuring to see such 
a wonderful turn out and such 
strong community commitment 
to supporting Voice,” a group 
spokesperson said.

“Thanks to everyone who at-
tended — we all aspire to a more 
inclusive and reconciled Austra-
lia.”

The referendum will be held 
on October 14.

For information on voting, 
polling booths and pre-polling 
stations, go to: aec.gov.au/refer-
endums/

Hundreds a� end Say Yes rally

NEWS

Themed “Walking together, belonging together”, the walk for Yes kicked off with a march from Mitchell House down Mc-
Bride Street ending in a rally at Wishart Park at 11am on Sunday.

Nicole Findlay from Reconciliation Victoria, with Uncle Anthony Egan and Patrice 
Mahoney. More photos at pisra.com.au.

Phillip Island’s Tim O’Brien, with Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Michael Whelan. Photo: 
Meryl Tobin.

Senator Jess Walsh, Patrice Mahoney, Arieta Fergie, Jordan Crugnale and Letti-
Brooke Stewart at the walk organised by the Bass Coast for Yes group.
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6:30PM - 9:30PM
EVERY NIGHT THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

MINIMUM 4 PER LANE

TENPIN BOWLING

91-97 Settlement Rd Cowes

5952 3977

PHILLIP ISLAND

& ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

www.pitenpin.com.au

$25 UNLIMITED
BOWLING, LAZER TAG & TABLE TENNIS
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5  T H E  E S P L A N A D E ,  C O W E S  3 9 2 2  V I C
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Open 7 days

Lunch and dinner

Live music every Friday 
and Saturday night
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1/32 Boys Home Road Newhaven
0493 525 381

Your one-stop shop for organic produce 
and whole foods.

Also now offering takeaway coffee, 
smoothies and delicious food made 

onsite. Our fresh sourdough bread arrives 
Wednesdays & Saturdays. 

Store open 9-5 Monday - Saturday

MAKING MONEY OFF  
YOUR HOLIDAY HOUSE?

Phillip Island Host is here  
to make it effortless  

for you! 
Level up with the  
Only Full Service  

Management Company  
on the Island.

www.phillipislandhost.com  
0490 465 855

JO
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A

Spot
Our

Order Online
www.oursweetspot.com.au

Use code LOCAL for no postage
Pick up until Midnight every night

in Cowes. 

New family business.
Pick ‘n’ mix, Sour,
lollies, chocolate,

novelty, edible sour slime

Call Helen 0421158977 for any questions

JO
02077A

A

SLAND GUIDEi

ENTERTAINMENT

Get the kids outside during the holidays, 
with some fun activities on offer from 
the Phillip Island Nature Parks.

Spring is a fantastic time to get out 
into nature, with plants in bloom and 
beautiful babies to enjoy.

Visit the Koala Conservation Reserve 
and see three joeys – the biggest baby 
boom at the reserve in 13 years.

Take a walk around Swan Lake and 
enjoy the beautiful spring vegetation– in-
cluding wattles and coast beard-heath. 
Keep an eye out for baby swans (cyg-

nets), taking to the water with mum.
Plan a visit to Churchill Island and 

catch some of the fantastic daily demon-
strations and activities.

10.30am:  Blacksmithing
2.10pm:  Cow Milking
2.30pm: Sheep Shearing 
 (Weekends only and school holidays)
2.45pm: Working Dogs sheep round up
3.00pm: Whip Cracking

Add to your list of baby-sightings with 
the new lambs at Churchill Island.

Or take a step back in time and hitch a 

ride on a wagon.
The popular wagon rides are back at 

Churchill Island for the school holidays! 
The horse and wagon rides will run daily 
from September 16 until October 1, from 
1pm – 2pm.

The restored wagon can hold 10 people 
at a time, with tickets $7 per person.

Of course, you can always enjoy all the 
fun of the Penguin Parade each evening. 
The visitor centre opens daily at 4pm, 
while the stars of the show – the penguins 
– arrive every evening at sunset.

www.penguins.org.au
/ Sponsored article /

Head back to Nature these holidays

The popular wagon rides are back at Churchill Is-
land for the school holidays and will run daily from 
September 16 until October 1, from 1pm – 2pm.

Sheep shearing is just one of the fantastic daily 
demonstrations on offer at Churchill Island over 
the school holidays.
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ENVIRONMENT

Wildlife Coast Cruises’ annual beach 
clean up is on again - on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 27. Last year, a team of eager vol-
unteers collected 70.55kg of waste from 
the foreshore surrounding the Cowes 
Jetty.

This year, the Wildlife Coast Cruises 
team is again co-ordinating the clean 
up, asking anyone keen to lend a hand to 
meet them at the Cowes Jetty at 10am.

The event is registered with Clean 
Up Australia. If you can lend a hand to 
help keep our beaches and oceans clean, 
please come on down.

This year’s Spring Clean up is on Wednesday, September 27. At last year’s clean up are from left: 
Heather Liney and Luke Fricke – Cowes Coastcare; Mary Whelan and Zoe Geyer - TRPI; Wildlife Coast 
Cruises’ Georgia Bisset, and Phillip Island Nature Parks’ Louise Casey.

Spring into action for  
a community clean up

SPRING INTO A GAME OF TENNIS 
WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY
• Book a court online and receive a pin code for entry

• Court availability 8am to 9pm 7 days a week 
(existing bookings will show online at time of 
booking)

• $12.50 per 30 minutes

• Night time tennis – lights at no additional charge 
and will come on automatically once your unique 
pin code is entered at the gate

• Cnr Chapel St & Dunsmore Road, COWES

• Become a member for unlimited court access 
(subject to bookings) – New memberships  
commences 1st November, 2023.

Please contact Camille Morris 0417181961 or email phillipislandtennisclub@gmail.com with any enquiries

www.play.tennis.com.au/ 
phillipislandtennisclub 

– click on bookings
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SLAND GUIDEi

Making good money from a short-term 
rental isn’t so easy anymore; that’s why 
Phillip Island Host is here to make it ef-
fortless for you.

Discover the local advantage with Phil-
lip Island Host – your trusted short-term 
rental property management company on 
the stunning Phillip Island.

Our commitment to your peace of 
mind:
• Rigorous Guest Screening: Rest easy 

knowing we carefully vet every guest to 
ensure your property is in safe hands.

• On-Site Laundromat Service and Linen 
Hire: Say goodbye to laundry hassles! 
We manage it all, so you don’t have to.

• Consumables Included: We provide 
essentials to keep your property fully 
stocked and guest-ready.

• Full-Service Management: From book-
ings to maintenance, we handle it all for 
you.

Let Phillip Island Host turn your short-
term rental into a worry-free investment.

Contact us today at 0490 465 855 or 
visit www.phillipislandhost.com to maxi-
mize your property’s potential and boost 
your earnings.

Your peace of mind is our top priority, 
and your short-term rental success starts 
here with Phillip Island Host!
/ Sponsored article /

Matt, Sarah and Monica, from Phillip Island Host – your trusted short-term rental property manage-
ment company on the stunning Phillip Island.

The hosts with the most
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FRI 29/9 RICHARD GILLARD
SAT 30/9 JK & KING LOUIS

SUN 1/10 BLUE SUEDE KINGS
SAT 7/10 LIVE MUSIC
SUN 8/10 LIVE MUSIC
SAT 14/10 LIVE MUSIC

SUN 15/10 MARK HOWARD
FRI 20/10 THE LAING BROTHERS

SAT 21/10 OLLY & SCUZZI
SUN 22/10 JK

UPCOMING TICKETED EVENTS
28/10 VANN AMOS & THE FINETICS $20

4/11 THE RADIATORS $30
6/11 DARLINGHURST & VIXENS OF FALL $30

16/11 BRAD COX (NEARLY SOLD OUT) $60
17/11 ELVIS BY ANTHONY PETRUCCI $35

24/11 PAUL FLUFFY SINCLAIR $30
2/12 SKUNKHOUR $40

14/12 THIRSTY MERC $40
14/01 THE WHITLAMS $54

OZTIX BOOKING FEE APPLIES TO TICKETS

WWW.THEWESTERNPORT.COM.AU
#WHEREELSE

FOLLOW US ON INSTA FOR UPDATES
#WESTERNPORTHOTELSANREMO

FLUFFY
tickets from

mansfieldwormfarm.com.au

JD
03169A

A
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03164A

A

Bookings Essential,
Call San Remo Library, 5644 3320
or book online myli.au/events

THE PULSE

DONORS FOR T HE GROW ING C A MBODI A T R I V I A F UNDR A I SER:

 Aldi G’day Tiger Ocean Reach Brewery

 Amaze N Things Grumpy’s Pam McAlister

 Anerie  Hotel - Phillip Island Phillip Island Nature Parks

 Autopro Cowes IGA Cowes Phillip Island Winery 

 Baked by Boo Island Offshore Charters Phillip Island Swim School

 Bay Living Island Surfboards Pinos

 Beemo’s Isola Di Capri Priceline Pharmacy Cowes

 Bowens Cowes Jeff Floyd Purple Hen

 BWS Cowes Jen Murphy Squishy Bakes

 Carman’s Joel Dirt Shearwaters & Bandicoots

 Claire Davie Photography Lightique The Ivy Plant Studio

 Coles Cowes Linen House Cowes Tony & Sandy Kirkhope

 Cowes Newsagency Lisa Howard Tracey & Greg Ashton

 Cricket Australia Mitre 10 Cowes Turn The Page

 Crossfit - Phillip Island Mon Dieu Tyde

 Elisa Bentley My 24/7 Gym - San Remo Wildlife Coast Cruises

 Finding the Grain North Pier Woolworths Cowes

 Fiona & Martin Francis Nyree Davis  

Not so trivial – thousands raised for Growing Cambodia
FUNDRAISER

The island community 
came together for a fan-
tastic night of fun and 
fierce competition at the 
Growing Cambodia Trivia 
Night earlier this month.

The evening ended up 
raising $29,278.25 for the 
charity founded by Steven 
Davie and his family.

“It was a truly amazing 
result,” said Steven, on be-
half of the Growing Cam-
bodia committee.

“We cannot adequately 
express our immense grat-
itude for the ongoing gen-
erosity of our supporters 
and the local community.

“With record num-
bers for both attendance 
and our auction items the 
amount raised was the 
best result we have ever 
achieved,” he said.

“The venue at the Phil-
lip Island Adventure Re-
sort was packed to capac-
ity with 246 supporters 
and was again the perfect 
place to gather.

“It was humbling to 
see so many people come 
together and have a great 
time while donating to our 
cause.”

The amount raised will 
help Growing Cambodia 
continue to provide free 
English lessons for over 
750 students in schools in 
four rural Cambodian vil-
lages.

Ten university students 
will be able to continue 
their courses and 60 dis-

advantaged  primary and 
secondary school students 
can continue to attend 
government schools.

“In addition we will be 
able to provide additional 
tertiary courses for the 
Class of 2024 with 10 Ter-
tiary Patrons committing 
on the night to fund this 
initiative and a further 
two signing up this week,” 
Steven said.

Steven said there were 
many supporters to thank 
for the success of the eve-
ning.

“I’d like to thank LJ our 
compere who made the eve-
ning so much fun and the 
Phillip Island Adventure 
Resort for providing the 
venue and their assistance.

“Thanks to Ash for his 
brilliant poetry, Pam for 
sharing her insights on our 

work and how our support-
ers are all helping make a 
change and Warren for his 
countless hours in organis-
ing the venue, putting the 
videos together and think-
ing up some Trivia ques-
tions,” Steven continued.

“We also must thank 
Jason Cameron our Major 
Auction auctioneer, and 
Sigrid and Krystal for put-
ting the videos and slides 
together, and the Advertis-
er for its continued support.

“Plus our very kind and 
very creative stall volun-
teers who make various 
items and then donate 
all proceeds to Growing 
Cambodia: Fiona, Martin, 
Elisa, Nyree and Lisa.

“And last and certainly 
not least all our donors of 
auction items and raffle 
prizes.”

First timers the table of Legal Eagles from Leonard and Associates – one of 26 teams that put a table 
together for the night. More photos at pisra.com.au.

Winning team the Uni Crew, all studied at Monash University in the 
1970s and clearly put that tertiary education to good use at the 
Growing Cambodia Trivia Night.
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Support the businesses at the of our community

 69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770  

LK
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San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

Your local bank for locals

For all your refi nancing or home loan 
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.

Gabriel Caffi eri – Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffi eri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

F I N A N C E

FURNITURE OUTLET COWES
 SALE NOW ON

BEATS PRICES IN MELBOURNE 
Furniture Outlet. P/L. 153 Thompson Ave. Cowes. 

0402 042 576.

MATTRESSES  
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE AT GREAT PRICES 

Queen/double/ single/ king single/king size
PLUS Beds / tallboys /bedside chests. Etc. etc.
DELIVERY AND TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE

JD
01411A

A

San Remo | 5952 5379
info@printitfast.com.au
www.printitfast.com.au

Shop Local
Support Local
PRINT LOCAL

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry 
Self-Service 
NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes , 
2nd Floor, above M&O Café

Every Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF 
with the CODE: LOCAL15

COWESBOAT 
CARAVANRVSTORAGE

Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  5952 2799

24 hr Video Surveillance

COWES 
SELF 

STORAGE

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

H O M E

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience
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JEWELLER

Shop 2, 69 Chapel St, Cowes : 5678 5788

Gifts
Custom Designs

Repairs
Watch Batteries

Open Tuesday-Friday 9-5  Saturday 9-1
Shop 3, 15 Warley Avenue, Cowes
Phone 5952 2233

B E A U T Y

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

A U T O M O T I V E

3 HARVEY DRIVE, COWES
03 59 523 305

P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U
H E L LO @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D T Y R E S C . C O M . A U

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8 -10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven
Opening hours:

8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910 
to make an appointment!

Locally owned and operated by 
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074 

0448 602 005
www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

M E D I C A L

D I R E C T O RY
KEEP IT LOCALKEEP IT LOCAL

PROOF 

T H E

C A F E

w a t e r b o y

LK4208

Thanks to our wonderful staff and 

customers for your support in 2018.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a fantastic new year.

58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765

TAKE AWAY  

FISH & CHIPS

FRESH 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 
SALES

ORDERS 
5678 5206OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

Private functions welcome
thejettyphillipisland.com   |   thejettyphillipisland@gmail.com

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au   |   03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS 
ON THE ISLAND” 

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! 

ORDERS 5907 6796
RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

RANFURLIE B&B  
WEEKENDER COWES
A quiet retreat offering 3 large and cosy bedrooms,  

which sleeps 2 per room.

For $150 per night per room, incl a continental breakfast.

For reservations and availability, please call 

0434 174 251

F O O D  &  D R I N K

OPEN
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 
(extended opening hours coming soon!)

11:30am-5:30pm

www.phillipislandwinery.com.au   
(03) 8595 2155

hello@phillipislandwinery.com.au   
@hello@phillipislandwinery.com   

1/14 The Esplanade, 
Cowes

Ph: 03 5901 9716

  Fabulous co� ee, 
all-day breakfast 
with all the café 
classics with a 

modern touch of a 
tapas menu. 7am – 3pm

Open 7 days 
a week R E A L  E S T A T E

FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM. AU  5952 3922

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALE S APPRAISAL  
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL .

Selling more properties  
on Phillip Island than  

any other agency  

5952 2799 
raywhitephillipisland.com.au

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

Stockdale & Leggo

45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922
P 03 8583 4701
E phillipisland@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

Phillip Island I San Remo

3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo VIC 3925
P 03 8583 4701
E sanremo@stockdaleleggo.com.au
www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/sanremo

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes 
5952 2633    ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

SALES, REPAIRS & UPGRADES TO PC & MAC
PC & Mobile Accessories, Ink & Toner Exetel NBN & Mobile 
Reseller, Modems, Routers, WiFi, Powerline & Extenders, 
Websites, Email & Domain Hosting Services, Computer 

Training .

�xme@waterfrontcomputers.com.au
(03) 59523312 waterfrontcomputers.com.au

C O M P U T E R  S E R V I C E S

L E I S U R E

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS
5956 9238  14 Beach Road, Rhyll

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Phillip Island 
Tenpin Bowling 

& Entertainment 
Centre

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669 
thecentrecowes 

@hotmail.com

BUY YOUR COPY AT
W W W.PISR A .COM.AU/ 

ONC E-U PON-AN- ISL AN D

OR CALL (03) 5952 3201 
E : ACCOU NTS@PISR A .COM.AU
A: 60 C HAPEL STREET, COWES

SouthCoastTaxi

1300 OURCAB (687222)

TO BOOK 
bookings@penguins.org.au
or call (03) 5951 2830
*Terms and Condition apply, visit www.penguins.org.au/community

Locals 
PASS

UNLIMITED VISITS 
to all Nature Parks 

attractions, exclusive 
events and offers 

and more.* 
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PARADE

Phillip Island is home
to the largest Little

Penguin colony
in the world.

Watch them return 
from the ocean 
nightly at dusk.

WHALE MIGRATION
Witness the annual 

arrival of humpback and 
southern right whales 

and even the occasional 
killer whales from May 

to September.

PHILLIP ISLAND 
NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.

GRAND PRIX GRAND PRIX 
CIRCUIT

PELICAN FEEDING
Watch daily at 12 noon, 
on the foreshore next to 

the San Remo Pier.

EASTERN BARRED 
BANDICOOT

Was released on 
Churchill Island and 

Phillip Island to save it 
from extinction.

SHEARWATERS
There are approximately one million 
short-tailed shearwaters that arrive 

each year around late September 
from the Aleutian Islands near 

Alaska. They are a spectacular sight 
as they return to their burrows each 

night at dusk.

KOALA CONSERVATION 
RESERVE

Wander tree-top board-
walks to watch koalas 

up close in their natural 
habitat. 

FUR SEALS
Take a tour around 

Seal Rock and marvel 
at Australia’s largest 

fur seal colony

Forrest CavesForrest Caves

The Colonnades
PHILLIP ISLAND PHILLIP ISLAND 

NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.NATIONAL SURFING RESERVE.
The reserve is made up of four The reserve is made up of four 

sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: sites along Phillip Island’s coast: 
Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, Cape Woolamai, Smiths Beach, 

Summerland and Cat Bay.Summerland and Cat Bay.

Smith
Beach
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MAKING MONEY OFF  
YOUR HOLIDAY HOUSE?

Phillip Island Host is here to make it  
effortless for you! 

Level up with the Only Full Service  
Management Company  

on the Island
www.phillipislandhost.com  

0490 465 855

JO
02021A

A

JD
01862A

A

JD03056AA

JD
01860A

A

Scenic Flights Everyday

www.pih.com.au

OPEN DAILY from 7am – 10pm

SAVE MONEY AND TIME!
The Holidays are here, so spend 

time to enjoy them! And all while 
saving money! WIN=WIN!

4/14 The Esplanade Cowes
(above M and O)

JD
03061A

A

Nature’s show 
never stops
Visit the Phillip Island Nature Parks with a  
4 Parks Pass this spring and fall in love with 
koalas, Little Penguins and more! 

Nature’s show 

Visit the Phillip Island Nature Parks with a  
 this spring and fall in love with 

BOOK NOW    
penguins.org.au      03 5951 2830

Nature’s show 
never stops
Visit the Phillip Island Nature Parks with a  
4 Parks Pass
koalas, Little Penguins and more! 

BOOK NOW    
penguins.org.au      03 5951 2830

JD
03000A

A

• Holographic light & sound show. 
• Audio visual interactive devices. 
• Aircraft, helicopters & Centurion Tank. 
• Nui Dat Café for coffee and snacks.

25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven, Phillip Island 
vietnamvetsmuseum.org

National Vietnam Veterans 
Museum and Café

Open 7 days from 10am - 4pm - Ph: 5956 6400

FASCINATING 
FOR ALL

AGES

JD03115AA

5952 39775952 3977
OPEN 7 DAYSOPEN 7 DAYS

Phillip IslandPhillip Island
TENPIN BOWLINGTENPIN BOWLING
           & Entertainment Centre           & Entertainment Centre

JD01863AA

JD03051AA

$75 – 2 hour lesson – everything provided
225 Smiths Beach Rd, Smiths Beach

BOOK NOW Ph: 5952 3443

DAILY SURF LESSONS
DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

JD
01876A

A

Hopon over
French Island and P

hillip Island

westernportferries.com.au or call 03 5257 4565

Get OFF GRID, take yourself OFF LINE & venture OFF ROAD.
Discover this unique, unspoilt, remote destination.... French Island. 
naturalistetours.com.au or call 03 5257 4570

#getoffonfrenchisland

OPEN
7

DAYS

OPEN HOURS:
9am till 5pm – 7 days a week

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.
5952 3060  |  0408 120 908

No weather problems - Crazy Golf is under cover!

JD
02

31
8A

A

NEXT TO SAN REMO JETTY
170 Marine Pde, San Remo 5678 5206

FRESH LOCAL 
SEAFOOD
 SCRUMPTIOUS 
FISH & CHIPS
& MORE

FREE MIDDAY PELICAN FEEDING

170 Marine Pde, San Remo 5678 5206170 Marine Pde, San Remo 5678 5206
OPEN 7 DAYS 10:30am-7pm

JD
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GLEN ISLA HOUSE - LUXURY ACCOMMODATION

230-232 Church Street, Cowes VIC

FOR SALE

8 7 8

$3,330,000

2,926.00 sqm

For more information contact
Jenni Kent 
0428 566 643
jenni.kent@obre.com.au

Nestled amidst the natural beauty of the coastal landscape, Glen Isla House 
stands as an exquisite embodiment of elegance and tranquility. This prestigious 

lifestyle accommodation opportunity offers a rare blend of heritage charm, 
modern luxury and the allure of beachfront living.

JD
03092A

A

FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

LK
02431A

N

5 6 – 5 8  T H O M P S O N  AV E N U E ,  C OW E S
P H :  0 3  595 2  3 9 2 2

W W W. P H I L L I P I S L A N D F N .C O M . AU
I N F O @ P H I L L I P I S L A N D F N .C O M . AU

2 8  L AW S O N  S T R E E T,  
S U R F  B E AC H 
$ 8 9 5 ,0 0 0

This wonderfully presented residence has a genu-
ine appeal from the moment you enter. Whether 
its the higher ceilings, or the warmth of the 
timber flooring or the natural light it captures.This 
double story design enjoys 3 large bedrooms, 
serviced by 2 bathrooms including ensuite off 
the main bedroom. A second living area can  
be enjoyed downstairs which flows out to the 
tropical garden setting and spa area. One of the 
brilliant aspects of the position is that you can 
enjoy a flat easy walk  to the beach. An excellent 
opportunity in the price point for those seeking a 
well presented, well positioned property.

CONTACT KENDALL O’GAREY   
0410 595 130

B E AC H  S I D E  E S CA P E

MORE STOCK URGENTLY NEEDED.

2 2  T E R R Y  C R E S C E N T,  
W I M B L E D O N  H E I G H T S 
$ 5 9 5 ,0 0 0

Tucked away in quiet pocket you can escape 
to your own space to enjoy. This 3 bedrooms 
home currently has a secure tenant in place and 
would make the perfect investment property or 
first home. Other features include reverse cycle 
heating and cooling, built in robes, verandah & 
carport fully fenced and spacious rear yard.

CONTACT KENDALL O’GAREY   
0410 595 130

TO O  G O O D  TO  M I S S

Advertising Feature

Discover the idyllic rural lifestyle in 
beautiful Ventnor, with approximately 
120 acres of picturesque farmland wait-
ing to be explored.

This is a rare opportunity to start with 
a blank canvas, creating the property of 
your dreams.

Whether it’s a sustainable farm, a se-
rene retreat or an impressive residence, 
the possibilities are endless and the 
choice is all yours.

This is a truly exceptional chance 
to acquire an impressive property that 
boasts stunning views of both the ocean 

and rural area.
Situated in a highly desirable location 

that is only minutes to beautiful beaches, 
Cowes shopping district and Phillip Is-
land’s main attractions including Grand 
Prix track, The Nobbies and Penguin Pa-
rade.

Don’t miss out on this versatile proper-
ty that offers an enviably lifestyle highly 
sought, but rarely found.
Address: Lot 2/445 Ventnor Road, Ventnor
Price: $2,700,000
Contact:  Jaime Morris, Stockdale & Leggo,  
0408 367 310

Introducing Lifestyle Phil-
lip Island, where paradise 
meets practicality.

Secure your brand-new, 
downsized home starting 
from just $502,000, and 
ensure your piece of this 
idyllic haven before prices 
increase on October 1.

This tranquil coastal 
community is designed 
with you in mind, offering 
low-maintenance living 
that allows you to reclaim 
your time and unwind.

Say goodbye to gar-
dening hassles as we take 
care of your outdoor spac-
es, enabling you to relax in 
style in your multi-million 
dollar clubhouse.

Dive into the 25-metre 
pool, rejuvenate with re-
former Pilates, or set sail 
with our community boat – 
just a glimpse of the incredi-
ble amenities that await you.

With two decades of 
expertise in creating en-
riching homes and com-
munities, we’ve redefined 
downsizing, giving you 
more freedom to enjoy life 
on your terms.

Lifestyle Phillip Island 
is not just a residence; it’s 

a retreat where you can 
savour each day amidst 
the natural beauty of Phil-
lip Island.

Don’t miss your chance 
to secure your dream 

home at today’s prices. 
Experience a life of leisure 
and tranquillity; join us at 
Lifestyle Phillip Island.
Contact Lifestyle Phillip Island 
on 1300 50 55 60.

Design your dream estate

Discover your dream retreat 
at Lifestyle Phillip Island

Discover the idyllic rural lifestyle in beautiful Ventnor, with approximately 120 acres of picturesque 
farmland waiting to be explored.

Secure your brand-new, downsized home, and ensure your piece of 
this idyllic haven.

Lifestyle Phillip Island is not just a residence; it’s a retreat where 
you can savour each day.
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NO stamp duty   NO council rates   NO hidden costs

The price of homes at Lifestyle Phillip Island  
will increase from 1st October. 

Beat the price rise and save up to $18,000**.  
Secure your slice of island paradise today  
for the lower price. 

*Price correct as at September 2023. Subject to change without notice.  
**Price increase is based on the current average Lifestyle Phillip Island home price.

What are you waiting for? 
Call our team today 1300 50 55 60

Downsize 350m from 
the beach! 
Brand new homes from $502K*

lifestyle phillip island By Lifestyle Communities®

Arthur Tarryn Corner

From $502,000*11 1 2 1 From $786,500*3 1 12
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Exclusivity and Tranquillity
 

On a generous block size, just metres from the beautiful North
facing bay beach, this is a rare opportunity to build your dream
home in a secure, peaceful and highly sought after location. 

Rare Opportunity!
 

This vacant allotment is just a few metres away from the
magnificent Surf Beach offering an incredible opportunity to
build in a highly sought after coastal location.

JAIME
MORRIS

M 0408 367 310

CAMILLE
MORRIS

M 0417 181 961

Stockdale & Leggo Phillip Island 
A 45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 3922
E phillipisland@stockdaleleggo.com.au
P 03 8583 4701

Stockdale & Leggo San Remo
A 3/107 Marine Parade, San Remo 3925
E sanremo@stockdaleleggo.com.au
P 03 8583 4701

29 BERMAGUI CRESCENT, SUNSET STRIP

FOR SALE

27B MCRAE AVENUE, COWES

FOR SALE

PRICE $610,000 - $630,000

417sqm (approx.)

633sqm (approx.)

Generous Block, Great Location
 

Representing excellent value and situated just minutes' drive
from the spectacular new campus at Newhaven College, Smiths
Beach and just 5 minutes' drive from Cowes.

Rare offering just moments to the beach
 

This exceptional parcel of land of 417sqm (approx.) is a rare gem
and located in one of the most desirable locations on Phillip
Island. 

PRICE $499,000

5 SEYMOUR PLACE, COWES

FOR SALE

PRICE $649,500

9 BREEZE COURT, SAN REMO

FOR SALE

1331sqm (approx.)

539sqm (approx.)

Prestigious Gated Location with Views
 

Situated in a coveted location is this magnificent parcel of land.
The elevated allotment sits in a private, gated community and
boasts Westernport Bay views.
 

PRICE $749,000 - $799,000

15 MAKO DRIVE, SAN REMO

FOR SALE

2 GLEN STREET, SURF BEACH

FOR SALE

PRICE $615,000

712sqm (approx.)

570sqm (approx.)

Beautiful Vacant Block with potential for views
 

Situated close to San Remo Village, stunning beaches and Bass
Coast College this block provides easy access to all that San
Remo and surrounds has to offer. 

Quintessential Coastal Charm
 

The block showcases both water views from ground level and
stunning views of the sand dunes. Ideally positioned on the
corner, this block oozes investment potential with the scope to
subdivide (STCA). 

PRICE $539,000 - $559,000

8 DUNVEGAN CRESCENT, SURF BEACH

FOR SALE

PRICE $690,000 - $730,000

32 PENNIWELLS DRIVE, SAN REMO

FOR SALE

919sqm (approx.)

844sqm (approx.)

Prestigious land with panoramic ocean vistas!
 

Boasting a privileged location in close proximity to the beach,
San Remo Village, schools, and just a short journey over the
bridge to Phillip Island, this is an enviable destination.

PRICE $759,000 - $789,000

CONTACT US TO SEE THE DIFFERENCE THAT COMES FROM AN
AGENCY THAT COMBINES LOCAL KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE AND
A CARING APPROACH.

Land sales currently available!

JD
03064A

A
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DEVELOPMENT

The 8600sqm parcel of land was 
bought by developers Moda in 
late 2020, with a sale price of $10 
million.

Moda has $150 million worth 
of projects currently under con-
struction with managing direc-
tor Ed Farquharson’s family 
owning a property in Ventnor.

Moda has joined with several 
partners to develop the site, in-
cluding Salta Capital, the ven-
ture capital arm of one of Aus-
tralia’s largest private property 
developers, with more than $5 
billion worth of projects, in-

cluding Quest Apartments Mel-
bourne.

Salta works in residential, 
commercial, retail, industrial 
and hotel development, and is 
owned by Sam Tarascio.

Another partner is the Tabet 
Development Group, owned by 
Mazen Tabet, a well-known ho-
telier with pub interests across 
Australia and abroad, including 
the Village Belle Hotel in St Kil-
da, Portsea Hotel, Melbourne’s 
Half Moon Bay Hotel and Raf-
fles Hotel in Perth.

Colonial Leisure Group 
will operate the venue. CLG is 
owned by Chris Morris, founder 

of share registry company Com-
putershare, which operates a 
portfolio of upmarket pubs in-
cluding the Portsea Hotel and 
the Albert Park Hotel.

According to an article in the 
Australian Financial Review 
earlier this year the involvement 
of Mr Morris and Mr Tarascio 
is part of an emerging trend of 
ultra-wealthy investors putting 
their money into major hospital-
ity ventures in regional Victoria.

The building is designed 
by architects Alexander & Co, 
whose previous projects include 
the Manly Wharf Hotel and 
Watsons Bay Hotel.

DEVELOPMENT

The approval of the new Isle 
of Wight development ends a 
three-decade chequered history 
for the site.

Phillip Island’s first hotel, the 
Isle of Wight, opened in 1870 be-
fore being destroyed by a fire in 
1925, then rebuilt.

The modern Isle of Wight was 
first given a planning permit for 
redevelopment by the former 
Phillip Island Shire, which was 
followed by a series of failed 
proposals, meeting with com-
munity opposition.

In 1989 the former Adminis-
trative Appeals Tribunal con-
sidered an appeal against the 
former Shire of Phillip Island’s 
decision to approve a seven-sto-
rey hotel.

However, this permit was not 
acted upon.

In 1999 an application was 
lodged for a 10-level structure 
which was refused by council.

In 2000, VCAT considered 
an appeal by objectors against 
council’s decision to approve a 
nine and a half storey hotel (33 
metre) development.

This application was refused 
by the tribunal based on exces-
sive height.

In 2005 a permit was granted 
which allowed a seven-storey 
hotel with 255 units, night club 
and bottle shop, restaurants 

and cocktail lounges, a public/
sports bar, gambling lounge and 
café/bistro as well as shop and a 
gymnasium/health club. 

The permit was later amend-
ed in 2010 to have 148 hotel 
suites and deletion of the night 
club and bottle shop. 

One month after the granting 
of the amended permit the hotel 
was destroyed by fire in 2010.

The site remained vacant and 
in 2014 was put on the market 
for sale. The planning permit 
previously granted expired.

In 2019 a two-day Planning 
Panels Victoria hearing in Cow-
es detailed planning require-
ments for the Isle of Wight land, 

including seeking community 
consultation on designs, and re-
quiring any future development 
remain seven storeys at the front 
half of the site along The Espla-
nade, increasing the rear half 
from four to five storeys.

The Planning Panel stated 
the site should have a landmark 
redevelopment of architectural 
excellence.

The Panel also said any rede-
velopment must design around 
and make a feature of the sig-
nificant Moreton Bay fig tree on 
the corner of the land, ensuring 
a qualified arborist “undertake 
any investigations necessary” to 
ensure the safety of the tree.

A Phillip Island resident has 
claimed the Cowes Transit 
Centre is so full of cars from 
workers at adjacent sites there 
is no room for the public.

Ian Bell-Towers said he was 
very concerned about the lack 
of available parking.

“At present, there are a 
large number of trade workers 
parking in the all-day area,” 
he said.

“I understand workers from 
the medical hub are told to 
park there as well.”

Construction is currently 
underway on either side of the 
Transit Centre at the sites of 
the new community hospital 
and the Cultural Centre.

As a result, Ian said there is 
no public parking left for any-
one wanting to park and catch 
a Vline bus.

“Once the new centre is 
open, parking will be non-
existent for bus travellers,” he 
said.

However Bass Coast Health 
confirmed alternative parking 
arrangements had been made 
for its staff during the con-
struction of the new commu-
nity hospital.

“The rear of the current 
site, and the entire former 
PICAL site, have been handed 
over to the construction team 

to enable these works to prog-
ress, so that we can open in 
late 2024,” a BCH spokesper-
son said.

“To ensure our patients 
continue to have quick and 
ready access to our services, 
the parking at the Hub has 
been reserved for patients.

“All BCH staff and contrac-
tors have been advised to park 
at other venues.”

BCH confirmed it had been 
working with Bass Coast 
Shire Council and the Phillip 
Island Football Netball Club 
on parking arrangements.

“All hospital construction 
workers are parking at the 
football oval as agreed, and 
staff are parking at both the 
football oval, and at the tran-
sit centre, or adopting other 
arrangements such as walk-
ing and riding to work, or car-
pooling.”

The Phillip Island Commu-
nity Hospital is due to open in 
late 2024 and will provide an 
expanded urgent care centre, 
operating theatres, a chemo-
therapy and dialysis service, 
public dental services and 
public radiology.

Construction is nearing 
completion on the new Cultur-
al Centre which is due to open 
on November 2.

No room for bus travellers

A Phillip Island resident has claimed the Cowes Transit Centre is so full of 
cars from workers at adjacent sites there is no room for the public.

Isle of Wight: the who’s who

Hotel’s long history

A 2007 planning permit sought to build this on the Isle of Wight site. Over the 
years there have been many failed proposals for the hotel.

New Isle of Wight given green light
From page 1

“This specimen, which is in-
tact, and of good condition is 
extremely rare,” said planners, 
who disagreed with the develop-
er’s arborist who said the hoop 
pine was in poor condition.

“Hoop pines are slow grow-
ing species that can have lifes-
pans of up to 450 years, with this 
particular tree estimated to be 
150 years old and of a condition 
that is suitable to be retained.”

Response
Cr Ronnie Bauer said while the 
site had a special height allow-
ance from a planning panel, 
it would nevertheless be the 
benchmark that other develop-
ments looked to “for the vibe 
and skyline of Cowes”.

“The elevation of the develop-
ment brings height creep up to a 
whole new level,” Cr Bauer said.

Cr Bauer said the “whopping” 
parking waiver highlighted “the 
urgent need to address the prob-
lem of carparking”.

“Suggesting the car will not 
be used once guests arrive is a 
leap of faith.

“Transport on demand and 
bicycles will not adequately 
overcome the car problem, es-
pecially in winter and on rainy 
days. Cowes is not Cairns.

“The distance to anything 
further than Erehwon Point or 
the Cowes Yacht club will need 
a car.”

He supported the develop-
ment saying the property was 
the most important piece of real 
estate on the island and was 
currently an “eyesore”.

Cr David Rooks said council 
policies recommended flipping 
the transport hierarchy from 
car dominant to walking, cy-
cling and public transport.

“The developer has embraced 
this objective,” he said, explain-
ing a Green Travel Plan would 
reduce the need for “excessive” 
car parking and focus on trans-
port alternatives.

Mayor Michael Whelan said 

the Moda development would 
return the site as a landmark 
Phillip Island destination, cre-
ate local employment, support 
the economy and provide much-
needed accommodation for visi-
tors and workers.

“The proposed $85 million 

development will help address 
the significant shortfall of high-
quality accommodation for visi-
tors and workers on Phillip Is-
land,” Cr Whelan said.

“Tourism is one of the main 
economic drivers of Bass Coast, 
but we currently lack enough 

accommodation to keep visi-
tors in the region for more than 
a day.

“Not only will it greatly bene-
fit existing Phillip Island attrac-
tions, it will serve as a catalyst 
for further economic opportu-
nity and growth.”

Planners said the proposal – at 9-11 The Esplanade and 2-8 Bass Avenue – would create a net community benefit, with ad-
ditional tourist spending of up to $76 million, encouraging year-round visitation with industry conferences and corporate 
retreats, also filling a shortfall of high-quality accommodation.
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CAR REMOVAL

JD00050AA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY YOU*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED

BASS COAST RECYCLERS
5672 2946   0417 556 593

*Conditions apply

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

CARPET CLEANING

• Extreme heat extraction – Rapid Dry
• Commercial – domestic

• Rental bond specialists • Fast, efficient service
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0415 106 443   5956 6888
islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

SALES, REPAIRS & UPGRADES TO PC & MAC
PC & Mobile Accessories, Ink & Toner Exetel NBN & Mobile 
Reseller, Modems, Routers, WiFi, Powerline & Extenders, 
Websites, Email & Domain Hosting Services, Computer 

Training .

�xme@waterfrontcomputers.com.au
(03) 59523312 waterfrontcomputers.com.au
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COMPUTER REPAIRS

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

AIR CONDITIONING

www.alwayscoolair.com.au Pic lic 45137
Au 34551

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air
Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists
Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

L109866   REC26099

ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

CONCRETER
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CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!   
Adam 0423 647 805   Nancy 0402 930 876

n  Exposed Aggregate
n  Slabs & Foundations
n  Driveways & Paths
n  Commercial Concreting
n  Excavation
n  Landscaping
n  Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

CONCRETER

0419  312  805

CONCRETING

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

• Exposed aggregate • House slabs
• Driveways • Footpaths • Sheds & garages

• All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
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TIM NEWMAN

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

BLINDS & CARPET

155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

A F A B U L O U S F L O O R I N G E X P E R I E N C E

CONCRETER
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Luke Hinrichs
FACTORY 3, THE CONCOURSE

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
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Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
other elements.

Please note:
On occasions when the logo needs to be 
printed below 1.5cm please remove the 
tagline.

Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
white logo on the Gutter-Vac Red. 

If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
1/2 INCH

0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

Creative Blinds
Awnings

&
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CONCRETER

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

RAY MATTOCK

• Exposed aggregate paving
• Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

• House slabs - Garages

CONCRETING
AND EXCAVATIONS
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EARTHMOVING
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0418 418 615
Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Rubbish removal 

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

Skip Hire
+ Earth works

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,  
draining and landscaping

CARAVAN REPAIRS

• ALL MAKES AND MODELS
• CUT AND POLISHING

• SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES
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AIR CONDITIONING
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DECKS & VERANDAHSDECKS & VERANDAHS

LK00059AA

John Johnston 0414 714 179

ISLAND
      DECKS

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

AIR CONDITIONING

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

 Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU51426

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

CHIMNEY/FLUE CLEANING

• CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
• NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

Island Flue Island Flue 
CleaningCleaning

0488 522 950   5956 6888
richandi@hotmail.com  RICHIE & DI LAING
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CARPENTER

0432 220 766
Renovations  Bathrooms  Kitchens  Decks  Pergolas  Feature Fences

BUILDER

DECK RESTORATION

JD
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Enjoy your outdoor space
for years to come with DeckSeal!

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au     

www.deckseal.com.au

DECK SANDING, CLEANING, OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

CABINET MAKER

JOINERY SMOOTH
BY

M I T C H  R A F F E R T Y
0457 239 600

mitch.joinerysmooth@gmail.com
www.joinerysmooth.com.au

ABN 36 391 996 457

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS

S & J
Bathroom Renovations

Simon Tongue
0407 945 504

VBA DB-L 59591ABN: 73 379 077 642

OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE

BUILDER

Matthew Pollard
0411387407

Custom Build - Extensions - New Home construction - Decking 
Verandahs - Home Theatres - Commercial Fit-Out

MLP BUILDING PTY LTD
Registered Building Practitioner
CDB-U 65146

HONESTY - INTEGRITY - RELIABILITY
HIGHEST QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

E: mlpbuilding550@gmail.com
W: www.mlpbuilding.com.au
Insta: mlpbuilding

CAR REMOVAL

JD
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A

BASS COAST  
CAR REMOVALS

Call Shane  
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616

CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

Unwanted cars removed free
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COMMUNITY

Phillip Island Community and 
Learning Centre (PICAL) has 
released its Term 4 course guide.

Centre Manager David 
Rooks said PICAL was excited 
to release the new guide, which 
includes courses in hospitality, 
digital technology, English lan-
guage, fi rst aid and renewable 
energy, as well as offering a 
range of group activities.

“On offer is a new renew-
able energy course presented 
by local identity Werner Thein-
ert who thrives on sharing his 
wealth of sustainability knowl-
edge,” David said.

“PICAL is also thrilled to 

welcome back highly experi-
enced hospitality industry pro-
fessional, Frank Fazio.

“Frank, who is skilled and 
knowledgeable in all aspects of 
hospitality delivery, is passion-
ate about food, healthy living 
and inspiring others to eat and 
live well.”

To help build future courses, 
David said PICAL was seeking 
trainers.

“All levels of training expe-
rience are welcome to get in-
volved.

“Our courses require differ-
ent levels of trainers, so don’t 
feel you can’t offer support 
even if you aren’t a recognised 
formal trainer.”

To access course information 
and bookings go to the PICAL 
website at:  www.pical.org.au, 
ring reception on 03 5952 1131 or 
visit 16 Warley Avenue, Cowes.

Course guides are available 
from reception.

A summary of the courses 
offered in Term 4:
• Hospitality courses: Barista/

waiting skills, Food han-
dling, Responsible Serving of 
Alcohol

• Sustainability: Renewable 
energy

• Digital Skills and technology: 
Beginners computers, tech 
support, website design/social 
media, smart devices

• English as a Second Lan-

guage: and English refresher
• First Aid: CPR, provide fi rst 

aid
• Jobs Expo: Bringing employ-

ees and employers together
• Starting your own business 

workshop: Small business 
essentials

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS GUIDE
L O C A L  T R A D E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

STORAGE
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Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging
Security Monitoring

On Site Manager
24hr / 7 day access 

 Island
Secure
Storage

Phone 0400 214 446 
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922

Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690 
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

PLUMBING
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RELIABLE PLUMBERRELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed Lic. No. 119269C

• NO CALL OUT FEE
• Leaking taps & toilets
• Hot water systems replaced
• Vanities & water
• Filters installed
• Gas fitting
• General plumbing

Iappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

LAWN MOWING

LK
51

64

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,  
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

Call 131 546
3 FREE QUOTES
3 Fully insured
3 Police checked
3 OH&S compliant

3 All work guaranteed
RISK FREE

LAUNDRY SERVICES
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Island Premium Laundry offer all  
your laundry needs from general house  
washing to your pet beds or blankets.

We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,  
call 0417 150 566 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

STEEL

Steel fabrication • Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order • Sheetmetal fabrication

Guillotine and folding • Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE • Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes  5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au
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PLUMBING

MB
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Same Day
Plumbing
Service

Morris
Brothers

Lic 43482

0403 116 435
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

LAWN MOWING
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Call for a free quote

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Dave CostelloDave Costello

ELECTRICIAN
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JACKSON ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING

• Reliable & fully insured
• Split system installers

• All types of electrical services
• Air conditioning sales and service

• TV Antenna & data
• Free quotes

• Hot water systems
• Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

JACKSON ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING
• Reliable & fully insured   • TV Antenna & data
• Split system installers   • Free quotes
• All types of electrical services  • Hot water systems
• Air conditioning sales and service • Ovens and cooktops

    CALL MICHAEAL 0427 633667
CAPE WOOLAMAI  REC 17893  LIC. 48834

GAS SUPPLIERS
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Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252  Mobile 0409 164 441

Agency for EL  AS

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING

JD
58

40

5

Minimum Usage 

In order to maintain clear brand legibility we
recommend that the logo is not used below
1.5cm in height.

Please ensure that you maintain the aspect 
ratio when enlarging or reducing the logo. 

Preferably, place the logo at the top or bottom 
of the page where it isnÕt overshadowed by 
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Reversed Out Logo

logo should be used. On occasions when this 
is not possible, please use the reversed out 
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If the logo needs to be printed in black and 
white, then use the reverse out on Black 

to Black and White.

MINIMUM SIZE
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0427 393 291
swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,

ceiling cavities cleaning.

RESTUMPINGRE-STUMPING

keanesrestumpting@outlook.com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, VIC, 3995

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

KEANE & SON
House Restumping & Levelling

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

FOUNDATION FIXERS
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?
Uneven and bouncy floors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today

0400712212

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995

LK
00

29
0A

A

PLUMBING
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CHUNKS
PLUMBING

• Gas • Hot water units
• Sewers, storm water, blockages

A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell – 0438 520 546
daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE  Lic # 48411

PLASTERING

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI

wonthaggiplaster.com.au

PLUMBING
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Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

plumbing & gasfitting

24 hours
7 days

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 6490418 342 649

SOLAR

1300 534 110

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

REC 19496
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MARINE MECHANIC
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www.topwatermarine.com.au   |   topwatermarine@yahoo.com
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

• Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs
• Accessory Installations and electrical work

• Trailer servicing and modifications
• Anchor winches    • Boat detailing    • Insurance work

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching 
or just not sliding properly?

Now Servicing Phillip Island 

>  Timber & Aluminium 
Sliding Doors

>  Bi Fold Doors 
>  Cavity Doors 
>  Wardrobe Doors

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

>  Security Doors
>  Track & Roller 

Replacements 
>  Screen Replacements 
>  New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Ph 0438 538 244
info@asdrm.com.au

www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

LANDSCAPING & EXCAVATION

JD
02

29
7A

A

Excavation, landscaping 

Call Peter 0418 265 615 
sundconstruction@hotmail.com

DECK RESTORATION
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Enjoy your outdoor space
for years to come with DeckSeal!

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au     

www.deckseal.com.au

DECK SANDING, CLEANING, OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

TILING/LANDSCAPING
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• Paving & Coping

WINDOW CLEANING

Residential & commercial work
Call Maria 0422 258 948

Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

PREMIER WINDOW PREMIER WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

We promise sparkling 
 windows every time!

Discounts  apply for pensioners

WINDOW CLEANING
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WINDOW 
CLEANING  

0409 946 839

Glassed Out Window Cleaning
Fully insured

TREE SERVICES
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• Qualified
• Tree Maintenance
• Tree Removal
• Fruit Tree Pruning

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

• Storm Damage
• Lawn Mowing
• Garden Maintenance
FREE QUOTES

SL Tree Care

PICAL Term 4 Course Guide released

PICAL has released its Term 4 course guide, and volunteers Sue Hines (left) and 
Grace Wilkinson are excited about the courses on offer for the community.
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CLASSIFIEDS  SEEK, BUY AND SELL
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MABER, Gordon: 

30.08.1950 – 23.09.2023 

Passed away peacefully 
at home. 

Loving husband  
of Janice. 

Cherished father  
of Lisa, Michelle, Belinda 

and Karyn. 

Adored Pop  
to his 8 beautiful  

grandchildren. 

He will be sadly missed.

MABER: 

The Funeral Service for 
Mr. Gordon Maber will 
be held at Handley and 

Anderson Chapel,  
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi 
Road, Wonthaggi on 

MONDAY 2nd October, 
2023 commencing at 

11:00am. 

A Private Cremation  
will follow. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings 
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA 
Cowes Big Book meeting 
at St Philip’s Church (opp. 
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm, 
0417 317 470; Salvation 
Army building, McKenzie 
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday 
11am, 5672 3627. Phone 
head office 9429 1833.

Phillip Island 
RSL Community 

Men’s Shed
REPAIRS AND  

RESTORATIONS 
From timber to metal – 
small to large projects. 

Reasonable prices.
Open Tuesday,  

Wednesday & Thursday  
9am to noon.

Contact Brian Walmesley 
at the Phillip Island RSL 
Community Mens Shed 

on email  
mensshed@pirsl.com.au  

Leave details and  
Brian will respond.

JO0006AA
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The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser

is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe

the Standards may
have been breached,

you may approach the
newspaper itself  

or contact the  
Council by email

info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone 

(02) 8261 1930. 
For further

information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

1 in 5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

Find out more at
www.beyondblue.org.au

or call 1300 22 4636.

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

MSC7939

Mr Michael Gormley

Service Details:     
A37126 

Royal Australian  
Air Force

The President, 
Committee, Members, 

Management and 
Staff of the Phillip 
Island RSL Sub-

Branch deeply regret 
to announce the 

passing of Michael 
Gormley, a respected 
Service Member of 

our Sub-Branch. Our 
sincere condolences 
are extended to the 

Gormley family.

LEST WE FORGET. 

Notice is hereby given that the 
Annual General Meeting will be 

held on Oct 4th 2023 at 5.00pm in 
the ANZAC room at the Cowes RSL.

The business of the Annual General Meeting 
shall be conducted from 5pm-5.30pm.

We have a special guest speaker (from 5.30pm- 
6.30pm) – Carole Kahn from the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service, who are running publicly funded 
psychologist sessions in Cowes. Come along and 

find out how to access this service and what 
other services are available via the RFDS. 

There will also be some time available for 
questions from the floor. There is a great deal 
going on at the moment, come along and be 

informed of these new services.

Dinner is available at the RSL. You will need to 
make a booking to avoid disappointment.
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www.phillipislandfn.com.au OPEN 7 DAYS    
60 Thompson Ave, Cowes  5952 3922

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE
FORTHCOMING AUCTION

Saturday, November 3 at 1pm
Lot 187 Seagrove Way, Cowes

Field of Dreams

• Stunning outlook
• Huge block - 958m2
• Quality Estate location
• Wide 20.6m frontage
• Auction to be held onsite

10% deposit, settlement 30/60 days

JO
01

13
0A

A

FULL TIME  
PROPERTY MANAGER POSITION

First National Phillip Island is seeking a highly 
motivated team player who enjoys working in 
a fast-paced environment and able to manage 
and prioritise time effectively. You will need to 
be super organised and offer excellent customer 
service to take over a very manageable portfolio 
of residential properties on and around Phillip  
Island. Our office is a happy, collaborative, and 
has a flexible environment with full management 
support. Experience in property management 
preferred but not essential. Current driver’s  
license, reliable vehicle, proficient in use of  
computers and a can-do attitude are essential.

Email resume to sales@phillipislandfn.com.au  
or for more information please call Michael or 
Kendall 5952 3922.
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Graduate/Undergraduate 
Accountant

Applications close
Monday 16 October 2023
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BUSHLAND 
TEAM MEMBER
Envirogain is seeking a Bushland Team Member 

To view our full ad, please go to:
www.nrmjobs.com.au/jobs/2023/20019193/

bushland-team-member

BUS DRIVER WANTED  
(FULL TIME)

South Coast Bus is seeking an experienced 
Heavy Vehicle Driver for full time employment. 
The work will be covering a mix of scheduled 
runs as well as general charter from our 
Cowes Depot and suit someone with previous 
exposure to driving medium rigid vehicles, with 
bus industry experience an advantage but not 
essential. There is plenty of work for the right 
candidate.

The successful applicant must be good with 
people, able to follow instruction and hold at 
least a MR license. You will be required to obtain 
a passenger endorsement (drivers certificate) 
and working with children check card if you 
don’t already have one.

Please call 5951 4600 or send your resume to 
email: operations@southcoastbus.com.au  
or post PO Box 946, Cowes, 3922
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Join us at Nature Parks!
The Nature Parks is an inspiring workplace and, as the largest employer on  
Phillip Island, offers a range of career opportunities. Our people are  
enthusiastic, committed, and professional in what they do. 

Visitor Experience Officer
As the Visitor Experience Officer, you will be delivering exceptional, authentic, and 
inspiring experiences through customer service excellence to all Nature Parks visitors. 

Maintenance Officer
As the Maintenance Officer you will provide an efficient maintenance service for all Na-
ture Parks employees and assets in the general maintenance function, and to ensure 
effective asset maintenance and minor construction works.

Maintenance Supervisor
As the Maintenance Supervisor you will coordinate a maintenance team and deliver an 
efficient works yard, stores, and maintenance service for all of Nature Parks. 

For further information on this position and how to apply visit our website:  
www.penguins.org.au/about/employment/our-people-our-work/

South Gippsland Water (SGW) are currently seeking an enthusiastic person  
to join us as a Network Maintenance Operator.  

The key requirements of the role are:

Network Maintenance Operator

JD
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A

• Demonstrated qualification or equivalent 
experience gained in an operations, 
maintenance, or equivalent industry.

• Demonstrated ability to work and 
participate as part of a team and 
autonomously.

• Demonstrated knowledge and 
understanding of water/sewer/network 
systems.

• Strong verbal and written 
communication skills along with well-
developed computer skills including 
knowledge and understanding of 
Monitoring systems (SCADA).

• Permanent Full Time 
• Starting Location Wonthaggi, Victoria 
• Flexible Work Arrangements Available 
• SGW Enterprise Agreement Band O3-O4

At SGW diversity is celebrated and respected as 
important for our wellbeing and success. We strive 
for a workplace that is equitable and inclusive. We 
welcome diversity in applicants.
Please go to www.sgwater.com.au/careers/ for 
more details about SGW, the role and how to apply. 
Applications Close 
Friday 6th October 2023 at 5:00pm

DEATHS

FUNERALS

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT
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CLASSIFIEDS  
SEEK, BUY AND SELL

Your talents deserve the best. At Bass Coast Health,  
we offer a harmonious blend of career growth, work flexibility  

and an unwavering commitment to our community.  
Become a part of our story.

To see the full list of available positions, 
visit bch.careers/jobs

Any queries please call 5671 3151

JD
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A
Climate Change 
Advisor
(Band 6, Ongoing, Full Time)

Lead and implement climate 
change strategies and drive 
innovation for the benefit of
the community.

People & Culture 
Coordinator
(Band 6, 2 years, Full Time)

Support the growth, 
development and wellbeing 
of our workforce by providing 
specialist HR advice.

Applications close:
11 October 2023

For further details, please visit:
www.westernportwater.com.au
or call 1300 720 711

Shape the
future

Make a world of 
difference in the 
world of water.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

It’s a debacle
Bass Coast Council claims they have 
provided extensive community consulta-
tion to the ratepayers of Sunderland Bay 
Surf Beach but the whole process has 
been one sided with questions framed to 
give the result that suits council’s objec-
tive.

Cr Bauer even questioned council’s 
phrase, extensive community consulta-
tion in relation to another questionnaire 
and disputed the result. There has been 
no face-to-face meeting between council 
and ratepayers even though the average 
cost to ratepayers is in excess of $30,000.

Council has continuously refused 
to ask or answer our questions at the 
monthly council meeting and have not 
even acknowledged the questions in the 
council minutes. Ratepayers are asked 
to vote for or against the special charge 
scheme based solely on incorrect and 
poorly produced Concept Plans that 
show no information regarding drain-
age or road safety, issues that council 
claims will be improved; this is a major 
issue.

Ratepayers have not been given the 
chance to view detailed plans prior to 
the vote. Detail plans would include all 
details pertaining to the scheme and 
enable ratepayers to make an informed 
decision how the proposed works will 
affect each individual lot and the whole 
of the combined estates. In the docu-
mentation, council states detailed plans 
are available to view but in fact there 
are no detailed plans. The approximate 
construction costs are freely available 
to any person or company so the tender-
ing process is already corrupt and all 
Bass Coast ratepayers will have to pick 
up the costs to cover this blunder. There 
are numerous errors with the declara-
tion process from an incorrect council 
email address, no information on the 
yes or no objection form whether a tick 
or a cross is valid, whether if the prop-
erty is in multiple names who can sign 
the document to be a valid vote. There 
are discrepancies in the date for lodge-
ment. Council states a different date to 
that dictated by government legislation. 
Council has also stated that the submis-
sion or objection can be emailed but this 
is also in contravention of the 1989 Lo-
cal Government Act Legislation. What a 
debacle by council.

Louise Lyell, Surf Beach

Editor’s note: Bass Coast Shire Council 
has said it is following the legislative 
process. It confirmed submissions and 
objections can be emailed or sent by post 
and the closing date is October 11, which 
is in excess of the minimum notification 
of 28 days required by The Local Govern-
ment Act 1989.

Another slug from council
Bass Coast Shire Council has decided 
that there is a ‘problem’ to be fixed with 
all short-stay accommodation in the 
Shire; an estimated 2500 properties.

The ‘problem’ is not analysed in any 
material way and ‘Council recognises 
that most operators of Short Stay Rent-
al Accommodation act responsibly and 
manage their property appropriately’.

It appears to be that a few property 
owners have noisy guests or guests that 
don’t put out their rubbish properly, so we 
have to address this through a new um-
brella ‘local law’.

This law will provide for ‘a more struc-
tured, efficient (sic.) system as visitor 
numbers surge’.

So, as a holiday home property owner, 
I now have to go online and certify by 
ticking a few boxes that:
• I have provided my contact details to 

the neighbours of my rental property – 
no problem.

• I will respond to any complaint within 
2 hours – ok.

• I will have a ‘waste management plan’, 
which means ticking a box to say that I 
use the Council’s rubbish collection or 
another service – done.

All good so far, will take me 10 min-
utes to fill out the form and satisfy the 
Council on these matters. But then the 
kicker, I have to pay $300 per year for this 
registration.

With 2500 short-stay properties in the 
Shire, that’s $750,000 per year into Coun-
cil coffers.

No cost analysis, no real justification, 
just another slug from the Council.

The Council can’t exceed the rate cap 
and it has bumped up its waste manage-
ment charges as high as they can go, 
when … ‘manna-from-heaven’ here is a 
new way to prop up our revenue!

Just one more poorly thought through 
bureaucratic regime charged to the rate-
payer, with no KPIs so we can measure 
its effectiveness, and no real indication 
as to where the funds are going, other 
than into ‘infrastructure’.

At the very least, the revenue from 
this new charge should be transparently 
hypothecated into a dedicated fund with 
the actual expenditure from this fund re-
ported back to the community.

Jeff Floyd, Cowes

Council concerns
Last week’s council meeting confirmed 
some concerns I hold about Bass Coast 
Shire Council.

Firstly, it confirmed what a mock-
ery some of our elected representatives 
make of their pledge to consider each 
item without bias, prejudice, or personal 
interests.

During the debate it was clear to me 

that for some councillors the decision 
to advocate for one side of the national 
referendum was driven by personal in-
terest.

Secondly, it provided to me further 
evidence of the authoritarian approach 
of the current mayor, Cr Michael Whel-
an.

A person had very briefly interjected 
their disapproval of council choosing to 
take sides in the national referendum. 
With little warning the Mayor demand-
ed the person leave the public gallery. 
When the person refused to leave, the 
Mayor summoned police.

It was what I consider to be a most 
unprofessional overreaction to a minor 
interjection.

I believe that had Cr Whelan shown 
professional restraint, the person would 
have continued watching the remainder 
of the meeting without further interrup-
tion.

However, this storm-in-a teacup was 
blown out of proportion by the Mayor.

No less than six police officers in 
three squad cars attended.

At the request of officers, the commu-
nity member willingly and without fuss 
accompanied them outside for a chat 
about how to resolve the matter.

I believe that our community de-
serves much better from these tempo-
rary elected representatives.

They should start by honouring their 
pledges, and also by exhibiting im-
proved professional maturity.

Kevin Griffin, Wonthaggi

Parking concerns
I’m very concerned with the lack of park-
ing at the Transit centre. At present there 
are a large number of trade workers 
parking in the all-day area. I understand 
workers from the Medical Hub are told 
to park there as well, leaving no public 
parking for anyone wishing to park and 
catch a Vline bus.

Once the new centre is open, parking 
will be non-existent for bus travellers.

Ian Bell-Towers, Cowes

Community loud and clear
Congratulations to all Bass Coast Shire 
Councillors for voting on the adoption of 
Phillip Island Recreation Master Plan. It 
is a wonderful addition to Phillip Island 
and the wider community.

But I have to question what universe 
Cr Rooks lives in. He stated in the meet-
ing that feedback showed that “ranking 
#2 in level of most importance was the 
ability of users to spend time outdoors 
amongst the bushland”. He is incorrect – 
the importance of the dog recreation area 
came in equal second behind the aquatic 
centre.

Michelle Jean, Sunderland Bay

EMAIL YOUR CLASSIFIEDS TO
ads@pisra.com.au
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MOTO GP

Phillip Island is already prepar-
ing to gear up for a jam-packed 
racing schedule from October 
20 to October 22 for the two 
premiere class MotoGP™ races 
headlining the MotoGP™ Guru 
by Gryfyn Australian Motorcycle 
Grand Prix 2023.

Thousands of fans are expect-
ed to converge on the island for 
three days of nail-biting racing, 
live music, and a heap of family-
friendly entertainment.

The MotoGP is the biggest 
sporting event in regional Victo-
ria and up to 100,000 people are 
expected to descend on to Phil-
lip Island over the Grand Prix 
weekend.

“This is the cornerstone of 
Bass Coast Shire Council’s events 
program, bringing with it an eco-
nomic benefit of more than $42 
million,” said Bass Coast Mayor, 
Cr Michael Whelan.

“It is also a major driver for off-
season tourism, employment and 
international exposure to key 
markets.

“Phillip Island has successful-
ly hosted the Australian MotoGP 
for close to 30 years at our world-
famous Phillip Island Grand 
Prix Circuit and we are thrilled 
to again host this brilliant fam-
ily event featuring community 
days, activities and a range of 
exciting programs to support the 
main races.”

Recently, Cr Michael Whelan 
and Acting CEO Greg Box met 
with Travis Auld, the new Moto 
GP CEO and his team in prepara-
tion for the event.

“We are thrilled to have met 
with the new Moto GP CEO, and 
are very keen to continue the 
great partnership between our 

two organisations,” Mr Box said.
“We look forward to continu-

ing to work together to make the 
Grand Prix a brilliant and fun 
filled experience for the whole 
community.”

Community Day
A community day will be held 

on Friday October 20, which 
provides free general admission 
tickets for Bass Coast residents.

To receive a complimentary 
ticket, just present your proof 
of residency. You can avoid the 
queues and collect tickets in ad-
vance on Thursday from Gate 1 
or from any gate on the Friday.

Bass Coast Shire Council is 
also launching a community 
competition on Wednesday Sep-
tember 27 via the Council face-
book page, with double pass 
general admission tickets and 
family tickets to be won. 

Cowes Entertainment  
Precinct

Thompson Avenue in Cowes 
will remain an entertainment hub 
and will be filled with live music 

and entertainment along with 
the BMW Superscreen showing 
race footage, rider interviews and 
movies throughout the weekend.

There are plenty of events 
occurring across the weekend, 
for more information on these, 
as well as traffic management 
plans, visit www.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/motogp.

The homecoming ride will be 
held on Wednesday October 18 
leaving from San Remo at 3pm 
and making its way across the 
bridge where participants can do 
a lap around the track.

The Royal Australian Air 
Force will be conducting flying 
displays near the circuit over the 
weekend.

These displays, while thrilling 
to watch, can be loud and disrup-
tive to pets. Whilst we are told 
that the jets will be quieter than 
previous years, Council encour-
ages people to take the necessary 
precautions to ensure their pets 
are safe.

Keep an eye on www.bass-
coast.vic.gov.au/motogp for 
times closer to the event.

Phillip Island Rips Basketball players 
(L to R) Flynn Riley, Harvey Oates and 
Taj Piera, were selected from the 
Under 12 Skills Day held in Wonthaggi 
to attend the 2023 Jamboree recently 
held in Echuca. The boys played games 
against other teams and enjoyed mak-
ing new friends, learning new skills 
and having fun.

Rips basketballers Golden Nugget 
Boys Jarrah Rutherford and Archie 
Robinson were selected from a final 
camp held at Korumburra and trav-
elled to Ballarat on September 20 
for the final selection day. Successful 
players will be named early October 
to compete for Victorian Country in 
January.

Rips Jamboree

Winner of last year’s MotoGP, Alex Rins in action on the track. The event returns 
this year from October 20-22. Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

Race is back – bigger than ever

GOLF

Tuesday, September 19
Mens 18-hole Stoke

A grade winner: Luke Kelly 
(8) with nett 69 from Jeff Ben-
nett (11) nett 72.

B grade winner: John Leheny 
(20) with nett 69 from John En-
bom (17) with nett 73.

C grade winner: Gerald Tay-
lor (22) with nett 69 from Simon 
Black (26) with nett 70.

BDL to nett 74 C/B.
NTP: 5th Barry Gibson, 

7th Alex Bowden, 10th Peter 
Blunden and 17th Dan McCon-
nen.
Nine-hole Stableford

Winner: Col Cordery (33) 
with 23 points from Peter Hiam 
(33) with 20 points.

BDL to 17 points.

Wednesday, September 20 
Ladies Stableford

A grade winner: Kim Rippon-
King (27) 35 points C/B.

B grade winner: Michelle 
Davey (45) 36 points.

BDL 33 points C/B.
NTP: 5th Annette Millership, 

10th Trish Jamieson, 17th Mi-
yuki Yamaguchi and 12th Liz 
O’Neill.

Nine-hole winner was Wendy 
Hamilton (29) 20 points to Nor-
ma Corr (41) 14 points C/B.

Thursday, September 21
18-hole Open Par

A grade winner: Barry 
Grazules (8) with square from 
Stephen Earl (15) with -1.

B grade winner: John Enbom 
(17) with +2 C/B from Rowan 
Wales (18).

C grade winner: Robert Pur-
cell (23) with square from Don 
Thompson (26) -1 C/B.

BDL to -3 C/B.
NTP: 5th Wayne Morris, 7th 

Rick Banfield, 10th Lee Cleary 
and 17th Dan McConnen.
Nine-hole Open 4BBB Stableford

Brian Baker and Peter 
Mathews won with 23 points 
from Ian Barker and John Niven 
with 22 points.

Saturday, September 23
Mens 18-hole Stableford

A grade winner: Gino Man-
fredi (11) with 37 points from 
Isaac Batty (-1) with 36 points 
C/B.

B grade winner: Greg Wil-
liams (16) with 41 points from 
Max Disher (16) with 40 points.

C grade winner: Ian Rowell 
(21) with 41 points from Max 
Brown (22) with 39 points.

BDL to 34 points C/B.
NTP: 5th Isaac Batty, 7th Joel 

Panozzo, 10th Tom Tyrell and 
17th Max Disher.
Ladies 18-hole Stableford

Winner: Marg Frith (37) 40 
points from Sheryl Smith (26) 
with 38 points.

BDL to 33 points C/B.
NTP: 5th Trish Jamieson, 7th 

Wendy Hopkins and 10th Helen 
Coghlan.
Open 9-hole Stableford

Winner: John Rodakis (37) 
with 17 points from Alan Tin-
dale (31) with 16 points C/B.

Sunday, September 24
Open Stableford

Winner: Daniel Pearce (8) 
with 34 points from Harri Bal-
truschaitis (17), 33 points.

From left to right: Megan Elbaz (Saturday’s winner), Wendy Hamilton (Wednes-
day’s 9-hole winner), Kim Rippon-King (Wednesday’s A grade winner) and 
Michelle Davey (Wednesday’s B grade winner).

Results from the green

BOWLS

Phillip Island Bowling Club 
hosted their annual Spring Car-
nival, two bowl triples on Thurs-
day, September 21, and Friday, 
September 22, with 28 teams 
representing 26 clubs from all 
over the state.

The bowls club was a hive of 
activity. 

The standard of bowling was 
exceptional and with the weath-
er providing beautiful condi-
tions for bowling they thrived in 
the sunny conditions.

The bowls club would like to 
thank our sponsors, Lifestyle 

Communities and OBrien Real 
Estate for their continued sup-
port of this annual event.

In third place: Dennis Throup, 
Col Jeffrey and Dale Henbrick 
from the Drouin Bowling Club.

Second place: Ken White, 
Bruce Manly and Dave Bewley 
from the Hastings Bowling Club.

Congratulations to the win-
ners: Mark Smoljo, Terry Kelly 
and Jimmy Cooper from the 
Kyneton Bowling Club.

Well done everyone who par-
ticipated, there was some excep-
tional bowling. A big thank you 
to the tireless volunteers. 

Photos at pisra.com.au.

Spring carnival attracts 
state-wide clubs

BOWLS

The Midweek game was held 
at Lang Lang Bowls Club.

A bit wet, but 28 of our bowl-
ers turned up to fight it out for 
team of the week.

A couple of short delays as 
the rain fell in the morning ses-
sion, but these only held us up for 
about 10 minutes of the day.

The wind played havoc with 
the bowls for the first hour or 
two but then it settled down.

As usual there was a fair 
amount of laughter across the 
green, but it was great to see ev-
eryone enjoying themselves.

Didn’t see any wrong bias 
bowls, keep up the good work 
everyone. Today’s winners on 
a great score of 37 were: David 
Smith (S), Phil Wright (3), Frank 
D’Unienville (2) and Graeme 
McLeish (L).

Runners up on 33 points were: 
Michael Dady (S), Rob Jeffreys 
(3) and Bob Arnold (L).

Best one game winners for the 
day were: Peter Borradale (S), 
Trevor Loughridge (3) and Jenny 
Smith (L).

Thank you to David and Vern 
for the work outside and thank 
you to Marianne, Bev, Jenny and 
David for clearing up inside.

After the game we had a small 
celebration for Max for his 90th 
birthday coming up on Sunday.

I can only hope that I will be 
as young as Max is, if I get there.

From all our family of bowlers 
let me just say Happy Birthday 
Max!

Next week we will be meeting 
at Corinella.

Please be on site by 10am to 
allow teams to be prepared.

Meanwhile have a safe and 
happy week.

Action on the green
This week’s winners: Graeme McLeish (L), David Smith (S), Frank D’unienville (2) 
and Phil Wright (3). More photos at pisra.com.au
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BIKING

In a stunning display of skill and 
determination, the Newhaven 
College mountain biking team 
once again claimed victory at 
the final round of the Alpine-
stars MTB Schools series held in 
Bendigo on September 17.

Thomas Courtney (year 10), 
Isla McClean (year 9), and Lucy 
Thompson (year 6) emerged as 
champions, each securing first 
place in their respective age 
groups, a remarkable feat consid-
ering the fierce competition from 
over sixty schools across Victoria.

Adding to their accolades, 
Isla and Lucy also clinched first 
place in their age categories for 
the overall series, while Thomas 
secured an impressive second-
place finish in the overall series 
standings.

Lucy Thompson’s perfor-

mance in the U13 girl’s novice 
category was nothing short of 
spectacular. The race, spanning 
five laps of a challenging short 
course totalling 9.6 kilometres, 
provided a thrilling contest.

Lucy held her own in a neck-
and-neck competition, leading 
the pack for most of the race.

However, it was on the final 
lap where Lucy’s determination 
shone through as she surged 
ahead to secure victory in both 
the race and the series.

In her very first competitive 
event, Isla McClean fearlessly 
tackled the long course covering 
14.2 kilometres in the U15 girl’s 
novice race.

With no prior mountain bik-
ing experience, Isla’s natural 
athleticism and passion for 
sports propelled her to the po-
dium, earning her the top spot in 
her age category for the series.

Thomas Courtney, in the U17 
boy’s novice race, demonstrated 
his dominance from the get-go, 
maintaining a commanding 
lead throughout the race.

His final push on the 14.2-ki-
lometre course secured not only 
the race but also a remarkable 
second-place finish in the over-
all series standings.

This triple gold victory by 
the Newhaven College moun-
tain biking team is a triumph 
not only for the school but also 
an inspiration for young people 
across the Bass Coast.

What makes this achieve-
ment all the more remarkable is 
that the team has been compet-
ing for just a little over a year!

Congratulations to these 
young riders, who exemplify the 
spirit of perseverance, courage, 
and dedication in the world of 
mountain biking.

DARTS

Attention darts enthusiasts.
Mark your calendars for the 

upcoming 2023 Spring Darts 
Competition, starting on Mon-
day, October 2. This is an event 
you don’t want to miss.

For all our current 2023 reg-
istered players, individual entry 
is only $5.

Come by between 7pm – 
7.15pm on the night to sign up.

We also want to extend a 
warm welcome to new players. 
It’s $5 to play and another $5 to 
register for the Spring season.

We’ll kick off the evening 
with a briefing and announce 
the teams promptly at 7.20pm 
and at 7.30pm sharp, the first 

darts will be thrown.
It’s going to be an exciting 

drawn teams’ event happening 
every Monday night for eight 
weeks.

Punctuality is key here; 
please be there on time.

Late entries may not be guar-
anteed a game as the teams need 
to be drawn.

We will be recognising and 
rewarding the winning teams 
with weekly prizes.

Plus, we’ll use a points system 
to determine the first, second 
and third fairest and best spring 
dart players at the end of the 
season.

To ensure we can accommo-
date everyone, please let us know 
your intentions on playing so we 

can gauge the number of partici-
pants and determine the number 
of boards needed for the event.

As always, feel free to BYO 
drinks.

We’ll also have an exciting 
meat tray raffle and good tunes 
throughout the night.

If you have any questions, 
don’t hesitate to reach out.

Looking forward to a thrill-
ing Spring Darts season.

New players are always wel-
come.

If you are interested in being 
involved and enjoy a friendly en-
vironment with young and old 
alike, male and female, please 
contact Scott Lethbridge on 
0407 543 154 or email scott@
glpc.com.au.

ATHLETICS

On Thursday September 14, 30 
Cowes Primary School students 
attended Casey Athletics Track 
to participate in the School 
Sport Victoria South Gippsland 
Division Primary Track and 
Field event.

The weather was amazing, if 
anything a little warm for ath-
letics.

Cowes students performed 
very well with 15 students quali-
fying for the Regional Champi-

onships on October 10 at New-
borough.

Out of this group, the U12/13 
girls relay team consisting of 
Marni Goulter, Violet Robert-
son, Kate McCausland and Macy 
Piera broke the four by 100m 
race record by just over a second 
from 1:00:51 to 59:38 and Fergus 
Tillotson broke the 11-year-old 
triple jump by just under a metre 
from 8.67m to 9.62m.

Congratulations to these fab-
ulous students and good luck for 
the Regional event.

FOOTBALL

Congratulations to former Phil-
lip Islander Sam Docherty, who 
won the 2023 Jim Stynes Com-
munity Leadership Award on 
Monday night, for his work rais-
ing funds for cancer research.

The award was announced as 
part of the Brownlow Medal pre-
sentation.

The former Carlton skipper 
has had his own cancer battle, 
recovering twice from testicular 
cancer.

So far, he has raised $220,000 
for the Peter MacCallum Cancer 
Foundation through his “Do it 
for Doc” initiative.

Sam now holds a volun-
tary role as an Observer on the 
Board of the Peter Mac Cancer 
Foundation and is an ambassa-
dor for the Peter Mac Cup, which 
takes place between Carlton and 
Collingwood every year and 
is the longest-running charity 
match in the AFL.

He is also an ambassador for 
Paws4Kids which is a program 
run through MacKillop Family 
Services. This initiative allows 
more vulnerable children to get 
back to the classroom through 
the support of therapy dogs.

Sam helped Carlton team up 
with North Melbourne and fellow 
cancer survivor, Ben Cunning-
ton, to create the first Good Fri-
day Superclash, ultimately rais-
ing more than $200,000 for the 
Good Friday Appeal and draw-
ing the biggest crowd attendance 
in this fixture’s history of 49,062.

Receiving the award, Sam 
said he was “humbled” and felt 
blessed to be able to give back 
to the Peter Mac Foundation in 
some way.

“These organisations don’t 

exist without your donations … 
they make these places work.

“From being on the other side, 
laying in a hospital bed, it’s not 
just the money, it’s the emotional 
support that all of you give.”

He thanked everyone who 
had supported his journey.

Carlton CEO Brian Cook 
praised Docherty for his passion 
to help others.

“Sam is such a selfless and 
generous person who gives ev-
erything to everyone. The way 
he plays the game is a true re-
flection of his character – coura-
geous with spirit and heart – and 
this shines through off the field 
too,” Cook said.

“He’s always willing to help 
and we couldn’t be prouder of 
what he’s been able to achieve 
in the community and the posi-
tive impact he’s had on so many 
people. He truly wants to make 
a difference and we feel very 
lucky to have Sam at our club.”

Docherty will receive $40,000 
which will be donated to the 
charity or community program 
of his choice.

Now in its 12th year, the pres-
tigious award is presented to the 
player who has best demonstrat-
ed the values of late Melbourne 
champion and former Demons 
President, Jim Stynes. The award 
recognises those who are com-
mitted to helping others and 
making a difference in the com-
munity, and the way they repre-
sent the game on and off the field.

Fremantle’s Bailey Banfield, 
Melbourne’s Ben Brown and 
Sydney’s Harry Cunningham 
were all finalists for the award 
and recognised on the night for 
their significant contribution to 
the community and their nomi-
nated charities.

Sam’s community 
leadership awarded

New season starts on October 2

Newhaven College team  
soars to triple gold victory

Sam Docherty (right) won the 2023 Jim Stynes Community Leadership Award 
for his work raising funds for cancer research. Photo: AFL

Cowes Primary at 
division athletics

The girls relay team: Violet Robertson, Marni Goulter, Macy Piera and 
Kate McCausland.

Fergus Tillotson took first place in triple 
jump.

Lucy Thompson (left), Isla McClean (middle) and Thomas Court-
ney (right) bringing home the gold in Bendigo last weekend.

Newhaven College placed incredible results during last 
weekend’s Apinestars MTB School series.



THE ADVERTISER  |   Wednesday, September 27, 20232 6

BOAT SERVICING!!  FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY 
EXTENDED TO AUGUST  Phillip Island and San Remo areas 

Call 0359 569238 NOW to book in 

HUGE STACER STOCK RUNOUT 

HUGE SAVINGS on all Stacer / Mercury Packages 

Runabouts, BowRiders, Tinnies and more IN STOCK NOW! 

14 BEACH RD, RHYLL  PHILLIP ISLAND 

JD
02830A

A

SPORT

SURFING

Phillip Island took out 
third place in round two 
of the Australian Board-
riders Battle, held on the 
island over the weekend.

That means the local 
team is off to the finals at 
Burleigh in Queensland 
next year.

The event was won by 
Torquay Boardriders, with 
Peninsula Surfriders in 
second place.

Torquay Boardriders 
Club put on an impressive 
display of surfing on the 
way to victory at Woola-
mai Beach with perfect 2-3 
foot A-frame waves roll-
ing through under bright 
blue skies and sunshine.

With such good waves 
on offer, the quality of 
surfing was lifted as all 
teams put on a great show 
for the crowd down at the 
beach and also for those 
watching the live-stream 
on mySURFtv’s YouTube 
channel and Kayo Sports.

In the first semifinal 
matchup, Torquay Board-
riders Club took on Jan 
Juc.

Torquay Boardriders 
Club set the record for the 
highest-scoring team heat 
total at a Victorian Austra-
lian Boardriders Battle, an 
amazing 46.55 combined 
points, on the back of an 
incredible performance by 

Xavier Huxtable, which 
earned him the Oak-
ley Prism Performance 
Award.

South Coast Board-
riders surfer Luke took 
out the Le Tan Le Break-
through Award.

The finals were a battle 
between Torquay, Jan Juc, 
Peninsular Surfriders and 
Phillip Island.

The midway point of 
the heat saw a flurry of 
high scores come through 
from multiple teams.

Jan Juc’s Carly Sha-
nahan scored a 7-point 
ride, Phillip Island’s Sage 
Goldsbury secured a 
7.37-point ride and Tor-
quay’s Xavier Huxtable 

dropped the highest score 
of the final, a 7.40-point 
ride.

This carried on Torquay 
Boardriders Club’s mo-
mentum to the end where 
they took out the regional 
qualifier with a 32.27 com-
bined heat total, with Pen-
insula placing second on a 
30.14 combined heat total.

Phillip Island placed 
third with 27.61 points and 
Jan Juc Boardriders came 
in fourth with 22.04 points. 
The top three teams quali-
fy for the national final at 
Burleigh, Queensland, in 
March next year.

For live results and 
schedule head to www.
surfingvic.com/live

SURFING

Finals day at the Phillip Is-
land Junior Pro presented 
by Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil did not disappoint with 
Woolamai Beach produc-
ing amazing rip bowl con-
ditions for six competitors 
to come out victorious 
across the divisions.

Emerging surfers from 
across the country con-
verged on Phillip Island 
for the event, which pro-
vides young surfers with 
valuable rankings points 
in their quest for a spot in 
the Irukandjis team head-
ing to the ISA World Ju-
nior Surfing Titles.

With a drop in swell, 
on the final day, the event 
was moved to its prima-
ry location at Woolamai 
Beach which provided 
both left- and right-hand 
rip bowl options for the 
competitors.

Wave of the Day was 
awarded to Under 14 girls 
competitor Eliza Richard-
son (Sunshine Beach) for 
a 9.60 point ride (out of a 
possible 10).

Her high score was 
topped by Under 14 boys 

winner Locana Cullen 
with a perfect 10 for a full 
air rotation.

Finals Results:
U18 Girls: 1st – Milla Brown 
(Bungan, NSW)
U18 Boys: 1st – Harley Wal-
ters (Angourie, NSW)
U16 Girls: 1st – Ocea Curtis 
(Lennox Head, NSW)
U16 Boys:  1st – Lachlan Ar-
ghyros (Kingscliff, NSW)
U14 Girls:  1st – Eliza Rich-
ardson (Sunshine Beach, 
QLD)

U14 Boys: 1st – Locana Cul-
len (Avalon Beach)

Full scores and results 
available at: www.surf-
ingvic.com/phillipisland-
junior

The Phillip Island Ju-
nior Pro is presented by 
Bass Coast Shire and sup-
ported by the Victorian 
Government Significant 
Sporting Events program, 
Carve Sunglasses, Buell 
Wetsuits, GLOBE, Surf-
BetterNow.com and Surf-
ing Victoria.

BOATING

Get back to basics and stay 
safe on the water is the 
message for boaters return-
ing to the water this spring.

Safe Transport Victo-
ria’s Back to Basics pro-
gram reminds boaters of 
the need to prepare and 
maintain their boats after 
the winter break.

Too many boaters are 
unprepared when going 
out on the water, with 
incident figures for the 
2022/23 year showing 
85 per cent of maritime 
incidents involve vessel 
disablement – commonly 
caused by motor failure, 
equipment failure, or run-
ning out of fuel.

“Complacency sinks 
boats. We want all boat-
ers to get Back to Basics 
before they head out on 
the water this spring,” said 
Kate Maheras, Interim Di-
rector, Maritime Safety.

The Back to Basics 
program helps beat com-
placency by giving boat-
ers pre-season and mid-
season checklists to run 
through the most impor-
tant safety points, such as 
maintaining fuel systems, 
electrical systems and 
steering gear.

Boaters are urged 
to stay safe by running 
through the Back to Basics 
checklists and by:
• Conducting thorough 

pre-departure checks 
to ensure your vessel is 
in excellent condition. 
Pay attention to engine 
performance, electrical 
systems, and fuel levels 
to avoid unexpected 
breakdowns.

• Carrying out regu-
lar maintenance for a 
trouble-free boating 
experience. Schedule 
routine checks for your 
boat’s engine, hull, and 
electrical systems. Ad-
dressing potential issues 
early on can save you 
from getting stuck out 
on the water.

• Carrying essential 
safety gear, including 
lifejackets and commu-
nication devices. Being 

well-prepared ensures 
you can handle any un-
foreseen situations with 
confidence.

All boaters should also 
know the three: always 
wear a lifejacket, know 
the weather and carry two 
waterproof communica-
tion devices.

More information on 
Back to Basics, includ-
ing the checklist, at: 
safetransport.vic.gov.au/
back-to-basics/

Marine safety regula-
tions were updated on 
June 11 this year – boaters 
are urged to familiarise 
themselves with updated 
rules at: safetransport.vic.
gov.au/news/changes-to-
marine-regulations/

Island takes third spot 
in boardriders battle

First Junior Pro wins big

Back to Basics program aims 
to overcome complacency

Ladies’ winner: Mary-Ann Uecker-
man, 5 wins.

Men’s winner: Harry Bowman, 6 wins.

Encouragement award: Norma Corr.
Please contact Bob Hee for any fur-

ther information on 0418 173 388.

Euchre results

Milla Brown took out first place in the Under 18 girls at the first 
Phillip Island Junior Pro held last week. Photo Noah Clifford, Surf-
ing Victoria.

In January, this boat got marooned on shallow reef rocks at Ne-
whaven. There were 995 Maritime incidents reported in 2022/23. 
A new program aims to keep boaters safe this summer.

Sam Patterson, Carl Wright, Ash Easton, Sage Goldsbury and Fran-
cis Meade of the Phillip Island Boardriders team, who came third 
in the Boardriders Battle competition on Sunday. Photo: Noah 
Clifford, Surfing Victoria.

Sage Goldsbury from the Phillip Island Boardriders in action. Photo: Noah Clifford, Surfing Victoria.
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ANGLING

The Rhyll-Phillip Island An-
gling Club (RPIAC) opened its 
2023/2024 angling competition 
with the first weekend-long an-
gling competition on September 
23 and 24.

The season’s opening enjoyed 
some magnificent weather and 
some great fish were caught all 
around Phillip Island.

There are 12 weekend com-
petitions this season and all 
RPIAC members are eligible to 
participate. All junior anglers 
that participate receive comple-
mentary membership to RPIAC 
to compete for prizes and the club 
championships in the Squidgie 
(anglers aged nine or younger) 
and Junior (anglers aged 10 to 16) 
categories.

Anglers were certainly mo-
tivated by the thought of early 
Spring catches and the lure of 
snapper season.

A total of 69 fish made it to the 
RPIAC weigh-in room and the 
Weigh-in Master, Alex Bowden, 
and Club Captain, Chris Leon-
ardos, had a steady stream of 

anglers at the 4.30pm to 5.30pm 
weigh-in on Saturday and Sun-
day.

The eligible species caught 
over the two days included snap-
per, king george whiting, strang-
er whiting, barracouta, salmon, 
flathead, southern calamari and 
three gummy sharks.

None of the RPIAC Extraor-
dinary Catch Incentives were 
claimed and the members-only, 
competition weekend, $1000 first-
to-catch prizes for senior compet-
itors stay banked.

The incentives up for grabs 
are for eligible species that equal 
or exceed the nominated weight 
and include king george whiting 
(1000g), snapper (10kg), gummy 
shark (20kg), mulloway (25kg) 
and kingfish (25kg).

Results
The Squidgie Mixed Bag 

points competition, for partici-
pants aged nine and under, cele-
brated a three-way tie for second 
place.

The tremendous trio, compris-
ing, Oliver Barratt, Harley Griffin 
and Byron Griffin, each weighed 

in one fish worth 20 points.
Madeline McGinness finished 

the weekend with two fish, for a 
total of 35 points, to claim the first 
prize.

The Junior category, for an-
glers aged 10 to 16, saw Isabella 
Bland win the Junior Weight 
competition with a very impres-
sive snapper, which tipped the 
scales at 4400 grams.

The Junior Points competition 
was won by Benji Chihotski, who 
weighed in a quality king george 
whiting worth 1386 points (495 
grams).

The Senior Heaviest Weight 
competitions were won by Chris 
Leonardos and Leah Valente, 
who caught some sizable spring 
snapper.

The biggest for the weekend 
was caught by Chris and was 
91cm long and just shy of nine 
kilograms, weighing 8985 grams.

Leah’s was 60cm long and 
weighed 2565 grams.

The Senior Points competi-
tions were won by Sam Linklater 
and Leah Valente.

Sam weighed in a stranger 
whiting worth 1420 points (355 

grams) and Leah weighed-in a 
king george whiting worth 1218 
points (435 grams).

The shark competition was 
won by Chris Leonardos, who 
weighed-in a 2665-gram gummy 
shark.

The squid/cuttlefish compe-
tition was won with a monster 
southern calamari, weighing 2140 
grams, caught by Mark Griffin. 
Finally, the Secret Weight prize 
went to Brett Slade, who was clos-
est to weekend’s secret weight of 
541 grams with a salmon.

Ongoing
With the first competition 

completed, there are still 11 com-
petitions remaining in the season, 
and the club champion titles are a 
long way from being decided.

Participants, volunteers and 

supporters gathered at the RPI-
AC clubroom to have a laugh and 
discuss strategies for the next 
angling competition.

The post-competition prize 
presentation was followed by a 
pizza night, thanks to the team 
at Bazarre Pizza Café in Cowes, 
which was enjoyed by all.

RPIAC’s clubroom is located 
adjacent to the Rhyll boat ramp 
and is open to members and visi-
tors on Fridays (from 5pm) and 
competition weekends coincid-
ing with weigh in.

The next competition is sched-
uled for the weekend of October 
14 and 15.

For further information about 
the club, events, competitions 
and rules, please visit the club-
rooms or check the website: 
www.rpiac.com.

FISHING

Two fine weekends in a row are 
something we haven’t seen for a 
long time, but no one is complain-
ing and not too many are com-
plaining about the fishing either.

Last weekend saw many head-
ing out for the first time, while 
the weekend just gone had some 
more serious sessions and the re-
ports reflected that as well.

Many targeted times, tides and 
fish, and with school holidays 
plenty of kids were out as well.

Even if the weather is fine this 
weekend there will be plenty 
watching the Grand Final on Sat-
urday.

With the forecast for summer 
hot this year, it will be early out 
of bed and on and off the water 
before lunch.

Even if the high tide is in the 
middle of the day, fish the low.

I know many books say it must 
be the high, however we see as 

much or more come back from 
the low, especially whiting. Or at 
least fish the start of the run-in 
tides as the water is coming over 
the banks.

It’s a different story if you are 
heading offshore, although again 
most of the bite is very early and 
late of the bigger species whereas 
the flathead can be right through 
the day.

With plenty of boats out and 
lots fishing the jetties along with 
land-based areas during the 
holidays, the reports have been 
steady whilst still slow at times.

One customer chasing cala-
mari told us that over the last cou-
ple of weeks he spent five hours 
for one and other times he has 
had 10 in under 30 minutes.

We are hearing about a lot of 
couta and pike in the bay and 
maybe the calamari are doing a 
bit of self-preservation hiding in 
the weeds away from them.

Land or boat, the reports we 

are getting are still a mixture of 
both types of jigs. Not one bet-
ter than the other – probably the 
baited jigs slightly ahead off the 
beach.

Artificial jigs, just try any co-
lour and if you are fishing from 
a kayak give the 2.5 jigs a go as 
they have been better lately.

Although customers trying the 
same size and colour from boats 
and not having much luck.

The best place to fish?
There hasn’t really been one. 

The San Remo Jetty that has 
been probably the worst spot.

There has been a lot of boating 
activity recently and the water is 
only now cleaning up so I would 
expect those fishing in the eve-
ning into the early night to start 
having a bit of success.

Whiting have settled and the 
reports are improving with more 
consistent bags and better num-
bers showing up on the weekend.

Up until now customers have 
been telling us that in a session, 
they were only catching about 
a dozen ranging from 24cm to 
43cm.

Over the weekend we had 
some very good reports of bags, 

over a dozen and consistent in 
size with very few under legal 
size.

Baits
It wasn’t that long ago, when pip-
pies were affordable, that it was 
the only bait to use whereas now 
the baits are as varied as the ar-
eas you catch them.

Prawns, pilchard, squid and 
cuttlefish are the pick of baits 
lately, as people continue to find 
that alternative to pippies that 
suits them.

These baits always worked; 
it’s just everyone was led to be-
lieve that pippies were the only 
baits. I guess it wasn’t all that 
long ago you only fished in two 
metres of water for whiting 
whereas now any depth can pro-
duce.

Barrel tuna are the flavour of 
the month for those heading off-
shore and while there are a few 
winning I think the fuel com-
panies are the ones getting the 
most out of it.

I have given up counting the 
number of times people have told 
me they leave the entrance and 
just drive 30km and start look-

ing.
You might have a good sound-

er that can read at speed if you 
were looking at it.

But the reports we have had 
come from far and wide and 
now conditions have settled, the 
bait is much closer with fish be-
ing marked and hooked within 
a short distance from the en-
trance.

Lures have been accounted 
for a handful of baits this year.

I am hearing of plenty of good 
fish being sounded close to the 
bottom and people doing noth-
ing but trawl around.

The smarter ones, however, 
have left a little earlier, trawled 
down the channel and out to 
where they find fish, caught sev-
eral live baits, have a weighted 
live bait rig ready to go and when 
they find fish on the bottom drop 
a live bait onto their nose. Not 
many resist.

Another method that worked 
very well last season was to have 
pilchards with you and the same 
rig with just with a handful of 
pilchards hooked through the 
eye, cube a few while you are 
dropping the baits down.

14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238
www.phillipislandmarine.com.au

NEW & USED BOAT SALES

PHILLIP 
 ISLAND
  MARINETIDE 

GUIDE

26/06/2023, 11:16 Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology

www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/print.php?aac=VIC_TP013&type=tide&date=27-9-2023&region=VIC&tz=Australia/Melbourne&tz_js=AEST&days=7 1/1

Tide Predictions - Bureau of Meteorology
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/tides/

© Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 2023, Bureau of Meteorology (ABN 92 637 533 532)

WED 27 SEP

LOW 2:12 am
0.65 m

HIGH 9:38 am
2.56 m

LOW 3:00 pm
1.30 m

HIGH 9:23 pm
2.41 m

THU 28 SEP

LOW 3:28 am
0.75 m

HIGH 10:50 am
2.58 m

LOW 4:25 pm
1.21 m

HIGH 10:59 pm
2.48 m

FRI 29 SEP

LOW 4:56 am
0.79 m

HIGH 12:01 pm
2.65 m

LOW 5:47 pm
0.99 m

SAT 30 SEP

HIGH 12:26 am
2.66 m

LOW 6:16 am
0.77 m

HIGH 1:05 pm
2.75 m

LOW 6:53 pm
0.72 m

SUN 1 OCT

HIGH 1:39 am
2.89 m

LOW 8:24 am
0.73 m

HIGH 3:00 pm
2.84 m

LOW 8:49 pm
0.48 m

MON 2 OCT

HIGH 3:41 am
3.08 m

LOW 9:21 am
0.71 m

HIGH 3:48 pm
2.88 m

LOW 9:38 pm
0.30 m

TUE 3 OCT

HIGH 4:34 am
3.19 m

LOW 10:12 am
0.73 m

HIGH 4:31 pm
2.89 m

LOW 10:22 pm
0.21 m

Western Port (Stony Point), VIC – September / October 2023
Please note: Daylight savings starts on Sunday, 1 October, when clocks will go forward one hour. The predictions are in daylight saving time when it is observed.

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct.  No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09  Newhaven -0.31   |   HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK

SPORT

Great catches in perfect conditions

TEN YEARS AGO – SEPTEMBER 2013. “What a great event”. 12,000 Tough 
Mudder competitors, plus thousands of their supporters and spectators, con-
verged on the Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit over the weekend to complete a 
20km obstacle course that involved mud, ice baths, and electric currents.Isabella Bland caught a 4400-gram 

snapper to win the Junior Weight prize.

Chris Leonardos had a great day on 
Sunday, catching a 91cm snapper 
weighing 8985 grams.

Byron Griffin caught a king george whit-
ing and was part of the three-way tie for 
second place in the Squidgie competition.
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Open Saturday from 2pm

113a Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

HOLIDAY  
RENTALS  

REQUIRED
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 WE HAVE 
CASH  

BUYERS 
READY TO  

PURCHASE 
NOW!

CALL US 
TODAY FOR A 
FREE MARKET 

APPRAISAL.

• High ceilings & large windows with views over 
Churchill Island and the Bay beyond

• Several outdoor entertaining areas 
overlooking landscaped gardens

• 4 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/3 cars
$1,650,000

58 BOYS HOME ROAD, NEWHAVEN

•	Situated	in	highly	sought	after	area	and	first	
time offered in many years

• Amazing location, just a short stroll to the beach
• 3 bedrooms/1 bathroom
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

9 ROY COURT, COWES

• Open plan living opening onto covered deck, 
overlooking a private park like yard

•	Features:	Ducted	heating,	underfloor	heating,	
rear access to walking track to beach

• Situated on a 795m2 (approx.) allotment with 
fully landscaped gardens 

$1,250,000

26 BOOBOOK GROVE, COWES

HOME DELIVERY
Call your local
newsagency

SPORT

EQUESTRIAN

Twelve-year-old Olivia Curtain had the 
biggest win in her young career winning 
the 1.10m Willinga Park 4CYTE Wallaby 
Hill Children’s Grand Prix Spectacular 
last weekend.

A star-studded field of 14-year-olds and 
under riders from around Australia gath-
ered at the purpose built Willinga Park 
Equestrian Centre at Bawley Point NSW.

Willinga Park is truly like no other 
Equestrian Centre in Australia, built to 
international standards and hosting some 
of the biggest equine events in Australia.

This event was classified as an inter-
national, elite show jumping competition 
fully televised and live streamed around 
the world via Willinga Park TV.

Olivia and her 17-year-old mare Xcella 
went last out in the first round with only 

three other competitors going clear be-
fore her. She had a perfect round going 
clear, with only the clear rounds going 
through to the final jump off for time over 
a shortened difficult course and the rails 
increased to 1.15m.

The pressure was intense with the 
commentator getting the crowd in the 
grandstand right behind all the riders.

Olivia was last out in the jump off and 
needed both speed and a clear round.

Olivia rode superbly showing all her 
hard work in training with perfect lines 
and strides to all fences having a clear 
round and stopping the clock 3.5 seconds 
quicker, taking out the championship.

Congratulation’s Olivia and Xcella 
who are now on to the Interschool Nation-
als next weekend with both her ponies 
over five days at Werribee Park Eques-
trian Centre.

Olivia takes win 
in show-jumping 
championship

A well-deserved victory lap after a fantastic win 
by Olivia. Photo Liv Salked Photography.

Olivia Curtain took a star-studded win last weekend during the Wallaby Hill Children’s Grand Prix. Photo: Shelle Smith Photography.
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