PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE!

More than 45 people braved the chilly waters in Cowes for the annual Polar Bear swim, marking the official start of spring. The Polar Bear Swim has been running since 2008 and the fun community swim
is open to anyone willing to brave the icy waters. There is no formal registration and no age restrictions. However, there are three firm rules: No wetsuits, no nudity and you must put your head under the
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water. The brisk and breezy 15 degrees didn't deter the enthusiasm of the crowd that gathered to take the plunge at Cowes foreshore beach at 5.15pm on Monday.

R

$2.00 Incl. GST

“Well and truly”still in drought

CLIMATE

Farmers have been told to pre-
pare their properties for the
continuing drought, with winter
rain not sufficient to remedy a
year of dry conditions.

More than 20 farmers attend-
ed a Bass Coast Landcare event
at Surf Beach last week, where
Agriculture Victoria explained
while “it looks green out there”,
soil was drying out quickly be-
tween rain events and subsoil
was still dry.

Planning for a potentially dry
spring and summer was essen-
tial, they said.

While the Bureau of Meteo-
rology’s long-range forecast for

September to November shows
above average rainfall was
likely across much of eastern
Australia - with temperatures
likely to be above average — the
meeting heard there was still a
chance of average or drier than
normal conditions.

Surf Beach cattle farmer Bill
Cleeland hosted the event and
last week said there had not
been enough winter rainfall to
fill dams, “with the ground so
dry there was no run-off”.

He said three dams at a leased
property in Rhyll had a foot of
“useless” water and they were un-
likely to fill for spring or summer.

“People relying on dams for
stock water will probably be in
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trouble,” said Bill, who has ac-
cess to town water.

“There’s rain coming but it’s
in bits and pieces. We really
have needed 50mm in one hit to
get the proper run off.

“It would take a huge amount
of rain to get back to normal,
hundreds of millimetres.”

Bill, who is also the Bass
Coast branch of the Victorian
Farmers Federation president,
said buying water was too ex-
pensive so the only option for
some farmers would be to de-
stock, from which it would take
years to recover.

Bill had bought in three semi-
loads of feed to get through win-
ter and said he was now relying

on pasture growth for coming
months, having applied a “mas-
sive amount” of fertiliser to
boost production.

“Hopefully we can then bale
enough hay to get through this
year.

“It’s going to be tight, we may
have to buy some.”

He added a farmer in Ventnor
last week was installing fence
posts into the ground and “it was
tough, dry as a chip”.

Continued page 6

Father's Day

Page 12-13

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

Q 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488

Your one-stop guide
to Phillip Island, San Remo
and surrounds.

yvy16LS0dr

vveéesoar



2 THE ADVERTISER | Wednesday, September 3, 2025

MUSIC

Newhaven College student
Cecily de Gooyer made
her debut on television
show The Voice on August
26, wowing the judges at
the blind audition and be-
ing selected by Kate Mill-
er-Heidke for her team.

Since then, the teen-
ager who is in Year 12 at
Newhaven College, has
hardly had time to put
her feet on the ground,
travelling between Bass
Coast and Sydney for The
Voice.

She described the blind
audition as a “terrifying,
incredible experience”.

“It was like a dream just
to be there in that world,”
she told the Advertiser.

“I loved it and met so
many incredible people.”

She flew to Sydney
with her mother for the
audition and kept her ex-
pectations in check.

“I went into it grateful
for the opportunity. Being
there felt like an achieve-
ment in itself.”

To have two of the judg-
es turn around was sur-
real said Cecily.

“I was in shock,” she
admitted.

“Going in, I was very
aware no matter what the
outcome was, I still had
to be ok. I think I went in
with eyes wide open.

“I wanted to learn, to
listen to all these other
people’s stories, and to
see the industry — and that
was the exciting part.”

Newhaven College student Cecily de Gooyer made her debut on
The Voice on August 26, wowing the judges at the blind auditions.
Her next appearance goes to air on September 7.

After the successful
blind audition, Cecily and
her mum “walked around
a shopping centre com-
pletely dazed”.

The next day, they flew
home and Cecily went
back to school for a day,
“to pick up some home-
work”, saying Newhaven
College had been “so un-
derstanding and support-
ive”.

She then flew back to
Sydney to start the next
chapter, this time accom-
panied by her father.

Working with Kate
Miller-Heidke, who is
classically trained, but
has enjoyed a successful
pop career, has been a
dream come true.

“The thing I love about
Kate is she is so creative

and exciting. It’s awesome
to do what I do in a new
and interesting way.”

The next stage in her
Voice journey is The Battle.

“Everyone gets paired
with someone in their
team and sings a duet to-
gether,” Cecily explained.

“At the end of that, one
person goes home, one
stays.”

We will have to tune
into Channel 7 at 7pm on
September 7, to see how
Cecily fares, but in the
meantime, the teenager is
enjoying every moment of
the experience.

“It’s so much fun and
I have made so many in-
credible friends with the
other contestants, and my
battle partner. We are all
supporting each other.”
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Flying blind! Cecily finds her Voice

It's spring on The Island

The spring edition of The
Island magazine is out now.

The Island magazine cel-
ebrates the people and places
of Phillip Island and San
Remo and is available at your
local newsagent, IGA, cafes,
restaurants and stores, as well
as from the Advertiser office
at 60 Chapel Street in Cowes.

As always, this edition
features great local stories.
We talk to actors, dancers,
footy players and scientists,
business people and entre-
preneurs, artists and writers,
who all share their stories
and give us yet another rea-
son to love living here on our
island.

As usual, we have another
delicious recipe from Kara
at Foodies on Phillip Island,
plus guides on where to eat,
stay and play.

The spring edition of The Island is available now. Pick up

your free copy from newsagents, IGA and your favourite

Get your free copy now.

cafe, restaurant or store.

POLICE

BRIEES

Accident witness

Police are appealing for anyone who
witnessed a community member hit by a
vehicle in the car park adjacent to Wool-
worths Cowes on August 24 at approxi-
mately 3pm, to contact Sgt Lee Neubau-
er at San Remo Police on 03 5678 5500.

Lock your cars

A car was broken into in Shamrock
Avenue in Cowes, in the early hours of
August 23.

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO
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The offenders were chased by a lo-
cal resident, who described them as
tall, skinny, wearing black clothing
and Covid masks.

Support

Cowes Police thanked the commu-
nity for its support in the wake of the
tragic events in Porepunkah last week.
A police spokesperson said they truly
appreciated the cards, flowers, home-
baked goods and messages of support.
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Bass Coast Shire Council said it has been hit with a request for a 160 per cent increase in its contribution to lifeguard

services for the upcoming summer.

Huge hike in council
lifesaving contribution

BEACH SAFETY

Bass Coast Shire Council has
been hit with a request from Life
Saving Victoria (LSV) for a 160
per cent increase in its contribu-
tion to lifeguard services for the
upcoming summer.

The council released a state-
ment this week saying it was
deeply concerned about the fu-
ture of beach lifeguard patrols
on Bass Coast beaches and
called on the government and
Life Saving Victoria to guaran-
tee their continuation.

Council currently contrib-
utes $98,082 in 2024-25 towards
funded patrols, in partnership
with Phillip Island Nature Parks.

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Ro-
chelle Halstead said council has
been asked to increase its con-
tribution to over $260,000 (an
increase of more than 160 per
cent) with limited consultation
and outside the normal budget
cycle.

“We have been loud and clear
in our opposition to the Emer-
gency Services Volunteer Fund
(ESVF), which is already taking
tens of millions of dollars from
Bass Coast residents.

“Add to that the seven per
cent tax on nearly 2000 short-
stay rentals in Bass Coast, it’s
clear our community is paying
its share and more,” said Cr Ro-
chelle Halstead.

“Asking councils to fund
beach lifeguards is unfair and
unsustainable and it’s disap-
pointing to receive this request.

“These important services
are relied upon by thousands
of visitors every summer from
across Victoria and the world,
they deserve the same protec-
tion and security as when they
rely on the CFA or SES.”

The mayor said council will
continue to advocate strongly
alongside other coastal councils,
the Municipal Association of

Victoria (MAV) and government
leaders to deliver a sustainable
funding model “so that every
beachgoer, resident or visitor,
can enjoy our coastline safely”.

A spokesperson for Phillip Is-
land Nature Parks said it covers
half the operating cost for paid
lifeguard services at Cape Wool-
amai and Smiths Beach — which
are its managed foreshores -
with Bass Coast Shire Council
paying the other half.

“Our contributions vary each
season depending on Lifesav-
ing Victoria’s operational needs.
Last financial year we contrib-
uted $34,700,” the spokesperson
said.

They noted the Nature Parks
is contributing $120,000 towards
upgrades at Smiths Beach this
financial year to assist with
beach access and lifesaving op-
erations, and this year spent
$20,000 on sand management
at Woolamai Beach, “most of
which was to provide access for
lifesavers to reach the beach af-
ter significant erosion”.

“At this stage, the Nature
Parks has not been asked for ad-
ditional funding for lifeguards,”
the spokesperson said.

Support

Member for Bass Jordan Crug-
nale said the Mayor and CEO of
Bass Coast Shire Council had
raised the issue of funding for
lifesaving services with her at a
recent meeting.

“Life Saving Victoria has
their own revenue stream and
they should be using that and
not putting the onus on councils
who already contribute a signifi-
cant amount,” Ms Crugnale said.

“We are heading into the sum-
mer season and it is not right to
be asking at this time as well,
and out of their budget cycle. I
am with council on this one.

“We provide a big share of
LSV’s lifeguard service funding,

with councils’ and LSV’s own
revenue make up the rest.

“LSV are a not-for-profit
social enterprise and there-
fore cannot be funded with the
Emergency Services Levy. They
may wish to reconsider their or-
ganisational status.”

Ms Crugnale said Labor had
doubled funding to LSV since
coming into government, to
ensure “everyone enjoys our
beaches and waterways safely”,
as well as building new clubs,
and delivering new boats,
drones and equipment.

“Victoria’s lifeguards and
lifesavers go above and beyond
to protect the community and
save lives, and we thank them
for their vital service,” Ms Crug-
nale said.

Tax hike

The Nationals leader and mem-
ber for Gippsland South Danny
O’Brien MP criticised the re-
quest for councils to provide ad-
ditional funding for lifesaving
services.

“Despite Victorians facing a
$3 billion emergency services
tax hike, Life Saving Victoria
has been forced to seek addition-
al funds from coastal councils to
cover the cost of paid lifeguards
on our beaches,” Mr O’Brien
said, noting some council contri-
butions could rise by as much as
300 per cent.

He said the government was
taking more and giving less
back for frontline services.

“Labor’s refusal to address
this latest lifesaving shortfall is
consistent with its ducking and
weaving around cuts to the CFA,
SES and FRV,” Mr O’Brien said.

“We get a new $3 billion tax
to fund our emergency services
and yet LSV is forced to ask for
help from councils. Those same
councils are being asked to col-
lect Labor’s new emergency ser-
vices tax.”

Councillors had an at times colourful debate about council meeting rules. A
motion about presenting the mayoral collarette failed to get any support, with
one councillor saying “We're here to serve our community not our own egos”.
Current Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead, wearing the collarette, with Deputy Mayor

Brett Tessari.

Proposal reversed after
gquestion time backlash

COUNCIL

Bass Coast Shire Council has

listened to community con-

cerns and reversed proposals to
change the rules of public ques-
tion time.

In July, the draft governance
rules 2025 were released for
community comment, propos-
ing a range of changes includ-
ing if a person is not present at
question time, the question will
not be read out or included in the
minutes.

Following an online petition
opposing the changes, and 15
submissions — with all respond-
ers opposed to the draft rule
— council officers updated the
final rules to allow all public
questions and answers to con-
tinue to be recorded in the meet-
ing minutes.

Other updates include:
¢ New provision for community

members to present their peti-
tions to council;

e Additional time for councillors
moving a report (increased to
five minutes);

e New provisions around the
display of props, placards and
posters;

e Greater clarity around remote
participation for councillors;
and

e Prohibiting moving items “en
bloc” (at the same time).

At the August council meet-
ing, Cr Ronnie Bauer also suc-
cessfully moved an amendment
allowing the person who sub-
mitted a question in the council
chamber at public question time
to read out their question when
the chair calls their name; if the
person is not present, the ques-
tion may be read out.

However, the submitter may
not raise any additional ques-
tions or alter the previously sub-
mitted question.

Cr Bauer said he was “a fierce
civil libertarian” and the amend-
ment was the same process as
pre-Covid.

“We cannot shirk from our
responsibilities to be directly
questioned by our electors,” he
said.

“We have heard the com-
munity’s feedback in relation
to public question time. Public
question time is the communi-
ty’s opportunity to publicly hold
us to account.

“Fortunately, our shire doesn’t
suffer the problem of ‘sovereign
citizens’ who notoriously dis-
rupt council meetings. There-

fore, I see no need to distance
ourselves from the gallery.”

Cr Mat Morgan said he wel-
comed community feedback
and added asking a question in
the chamber was a “privilege we
have”.

“I think we underappreciate
just how lucky we are to be in
such a safe democracy that al-
lows one security guard sitting
up the back and we all feel safe
in this room and I hope that con-
tinues,” Cr Morgan said.

Cr Tim O’Brien said he was
drawn to council because he
wanted to reflect the community.

“I think allowing community
members to speak is different
from having their question read
from the chair,” Cr O’Brien said.

“It’s saying to community
members we see you and hear

»

you.

“Necklace”

Cr Meg Edwards failed to get
support for a motion that would
see the mayor, at the time of be-
ing newly elected, being present-
ed with the mayoral collarette,
or chain, to pay tribute to the
“symbolism” of the role.

Not one councillor supported
the motion, with Cr Morgan say-
ing constituents would be “hor-
rified” if he didn’t speak against
the “fairly problematic” and “out
of touch idea”.

“Presenting each other with
fancy necklaces? I mean, we
have a community struggling to
put food on the table and keep
rooves over their heads and this
is the issue being brought into
our council chamber?” Cr Mor-
gan said.

“Politicians should never be
put on a pedestal. We're privi-
leged to have the jobs we have
and I challenge my fellow coun-
cillors to find a single constitu-
ent that thinks that this is a good
use of our time.

“I knocked on thousands of
doors last year, the mayor’s col-
larette was not mentioned once.

“We’re here to serve our com-
munity not our own egos.”

Councillors also debated the
new rule that councillors will
have five minutes to move a
report.

Cr Brett Tessari said, “I can’t
for the life of me work out why
we need five minutes to move a
motion”.

“If you can’t say what you
need to say in three minutes
then you’re rambling,” he said.

“I'm old school.”
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The annual Nature Parks Community Open Day on September 13 at Churchill
Island will include community stalls and entertainment, as well as traditional

farm activities. Bookings are now open.

Community and
conservation
come together

OPEN DAY

Bass Coast residents are invited
to come together and celebrate
the incredible wildlife and natu-
ral beauty of Phillip Island (Mi-
lawul) at the annual Phillip Island
Nature Parks Community Open
Day on Saturday September 13.

The much-loved event offers lo-
cals the chance to enjoy free entry
to some of the island’s most iconic
attractions, while connecting with
the people and programs that pro-
tect its wildlife and environment.

From 10am to 3pm, visitors
can explore Churchill Island
where live music, conservation
presentations, community stalls
and traditional farm activities
will create a festive atmosphere
for the whole family.

At the Koala Conservation Re-
serve, community members will
be able to meet the resident koalas,
who have all been rehabilitated by
dedicated rangers and volunteers
after being injured in bushfires
and learn about the reintroduc-
tion of the bush stone curlews.

The day culminates at the
world-famous Penguin Parade,
with access to the visitor centre,
an exclusive penguin presenta-
tion at 5pm, and the unforgettable
experience of watching the little
penguins waddle ashore at sunset.

The Nobbies boardwalks will
also be open for scenic walks
along the rugged coastline, while
the Penguin Parade Visitor Cen-
tre will host food, drinks and gift

shop offerings from midday.

Community Engagement Of-
ficer at the Nature Parks, Kim
Dunstan said the day offered an
opportunity for locals to explore
their own backyard.

“Some people have lived on
the Bass Coast for years and
haven’t experienced the beauty
of Churchill Island or the magic
of Penguin Parade,” she said.

“Not only is this our day to say
thank you to the community for
their support each year, but it’s a
chance to share the incredible con-
servation work that goes on behind
the scenes at the Nature Parks and
in our local community.”

The Nature Parks encourages
all Bass Coast residents, land-
holders, students, and Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander com-
munity members to take part in
this annual celebration of com-
munity, culture and conservation.

Complimentary tickets for the
event are now available and must
be booked in advance using the
promo code COD2025. Book-
ings close on September 12, with
places at the Penguin Parade ex-
pected to fill quickly.

To gain your free entry on the
day, bring along a proof of resi-
dency document, like your Driv-
er’s Licence, rates notice, rental
agreement or utilities bill.

More information at:

www.penguins.org.au/about/
our-community/community-
news/community-open-day-2025
/Sponsored article /

COMMUNITY
OPEN DAY

Saturday 13 September

Connect with nature, wildlife and community. '

FREE* entry to the Nature Parks attractions:
Churchill Island - Conservation and research presentations,

demonstrations, music and stalls.

Koala Conservation Reserve - Enjoy easy walks discovering
the wonder of the woodlands and spot koalas.

Penguin Parade- General Viewing Fri 12 and Sat 13 Sep.

Phillip Island
NATURE
PARKS

Full program and terms and condlitions:
penguins.org.au/OpenDay

#PhilliplslandNP f

Info: community@penguins.org.au or call 5951 2830

BOOK
NOW

Limited tickets,
pre-booking essential

Dumped rubbish? Free hard
waste? No easy answers

GARBAGE

A growing number of residents
are questioning whether annual
free hard rubbish collections
should be reinstated, amid con-
tinued rubbish dumping on Phil-
lip Island.

However, Bass Coast Shire
Council says a “free” collection
would mean a higher garbage
cost for all ratepayers, with the
current annual waste cost $618
for each household.

At the August council meeting,
Cowes resident Sue Chadwick
asked why the council didn’t of-
fer a free hard rubbish collection
once a year, with the hard rubbish
waste fee rising to $162 in 25/26,
from last year’s cost of $132.

“We on the island had this free
service for years. We pay high
rates so if councillors say we lis-
ten to community concerns, then
please act now and provide our
community with this free neces-
sary service,” Sue said.

Council CEO Greg Box said
they delivered all waste services
on a cost-recovery basis.

“Hard rubbish collection is
currently available once per year,
on request, to all properties that
receive a Kkerbside collection,
with costs recovered directly via
a fee for service,” Mr Box said.

“Offering a free hard rubbish
collection for all properties would

mean raising the annual garbage
charge to all ratepayers.

“This approach would be less
equitable than the current fee for
service arrangement.”

Terry Parkin also asked
a question, highlighting the
amount of waste on roads.

“Multiple roads I and other
tourists travel on have numbers
of road kills (marked red) and
paper rubbish to roadsides,”
Terry said.

“What can council do daily to
remove these unsightly visible
issues?”

Mr Box said council respond-
ed to reports of rubbish in coun-
cil’s road reserves, open spaces
and council managed foreshores.

“Any rubbish on other roads
is forwarded to the responsible
road manager, either council or
Regional Roads Victoria for ac-
tion,” Mr Box said.

“Roadkill is removed from
council roadways as per the Road
Management Plan 2022.”

At the meeting Cr Ronnie
Bauer speculated a free hard rub-
bish collection could be paid for
from $3.5 million set aside for the
introduction of the purple bin for
glass recycling in 2027.

He said while the State Gov-
ernment was mandating the
fourth bin, council officers were
advocating to stop the rollout.

“(If successful), we can then di-

vert the $3.5 million into the up-
coming kerbside waste contract
and get the landfill red bin picked
up every week from Christmas to
Australia Day,” Cr Bauer said.

“We could also have one free
hard rubbish pick up each year
with no stress to our long term
financial plan.”

Dumped

On social media, there have been
an increasing number of reports
of dumped rubbish.

Most recently Mike wrote
there was a ute load of rubbish
and household items, including
electrical appliances, dumped
near the south end of Gap Road.

“There are some who don’t
deserve to live on our island,” he
said, adding he had reported the
rubbish to council.

Several people responded say-
ing high rates for rubbish col-
lection and no free hard rubbish
option had probably led to the
dumped rubbish.

“Going to happen a lot more
with the price they are charging,”
Steve wrote.

However, Bruce said the
dumped rubbish included many
items that could be dropped in
the Grantville transfer station for
free or a small fee, or in the fort-
nightly bin, “bit by bit”.

“Just lazy and selfish,” he com-
mented, of the rubbish heap.

Developers have “gifted” $43 million in assets

SERVICES

A massive growth of new assets
gifted from developments and
the rate cap is posing a “signifi-
cant financial challenge” to Bass
Coast Shire Council’s $1.47 bil-
lion infrastructure assets.

That’s according to the draft
asset plan, which is open for com-
munity consultation until Sep-
tember 9, and focuses on roads,
buildings, parking, drainage,
open space and paths.

The draft states more than 20
per cent of council’s annual bud-
get is spent maintaining, manag-
ing, and operating infrastructure
assets to deliver services.

However, a growing popula-
tion has seen new assets gifted
from developments totalling
$43.7 million over the past four
years.

“Because of this significant

aveéogsoar

growth and recent increases in
asset valuations, the value of in-
frastructure per head of perma-
nent population has grown 87
per cent from $18,100 in 2021 to
$33,856 in 2025,” the plan states.

“Our infrastructure capital
spend per head of population has
increased from $452 in 2021 to
$643 in 2025.”

The plan states aside from the
growing number of assets, other
challenges include ageing assets,
climate hazards and the rate cap,
with a “growing asset base which
costs more to maintain in contrast
to a constrained income stream”.

Cr Mat Morgan said local
government was “so far beyond
roads, rates and rubbish”.

“There’s so much work behind
the scenes that does not get near-
ly enough attention,” he said.

Cr Tracey Bell said the com-
munity deserved “a say in how

we manage the infrastructure
that underpins daily life”.

“Our infrastructure faces real
challenges: ageing assets, climate
impacts, population growth, and
financial constraints,” Cr Bell said.

Cr Tim O’Brien said a situation
like the community backlash to
demolishing the dilapidated Kil-
cunda viaduct bridge “may not
have arisen” if the community
was more “closely engaged” on
asset issues.

The plan states 44 per cent of
homes in Bass Coast are fully
owned, with 27 per cent of house-
holders having a mortgage and
19 per cent renting.

The largest age bracket is
60-69-year-olds who make up
18.4 per cent of the population,
which is 4.8 per cent higher than
the state average.

Details: engage.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/asset-plan

HandleyéfAnderson

DIRECTORS

FUNERAL

Servicing South Gippsland & Phillip Island

Locally owned and operated by
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service
Main office Wonthaggi
3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi
(P.O Box 35, Wonthaggi)
Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

AED.A.
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Drownings up: call for
action ahead of summer

BEACH SAFETY

Australia has recorded the high-
est number of drowning deaths
since records began, prompting
urgent warnings from Royal
Life Saving Australia and Surf
Life Saving Australia.

The National Drowning Re-
port 2025, published by the two
organisations, identified 357
drowning deaths in the past
year, which was 27 per cent
higher than the 10-year average.

Coastal locations (beaches,
ocean, rocks) accounted for 154
deaths (43 per cent), with beaches
alone claiming 82 lives. Swim-
ming, fishing and visiting unpa-
trolled locations remain high risk
activities in coastal environments.

The lowest drowning rates
were of children aged five-14
years. The drowning rate rose
four-fold for 15-24-year-olds,
where 44 people drowned, 38
per cent above the 10-year aver-
age. Poor swimming skills are a
major factor.

One third (33 per cent) of all
drowning deaths were adults
aged 65 and older (118). This
may be attributable to the ef-
fects of other health conditions,
use of medications and declin-
ing swimming skills, on safety
around water.

Drowning rates doubled for
those living in the most disadvan-
tages areas and nearly tripled in
regional and remote areas com-
pared to major cities. More than
a third of drowning deaths were
people born overseas.

Drowning deaths of children
under five fell to 15 fatalities, 21
per cent below the 10-year aver-
age, and half in home swimming
pools. Pool owners are urged to
check that their pool fence and
pool gate is in good working order.

State breakdown

Drowning increased in South

Australia (24, +71 per cent),

Queensland (90, 36 per cent),

Western Australia (49, +36 per

cent), New South Wales (129, +30

per cent), and Victoria (52, +8 per
cent), and decreased in Northern

Territory and Tasmania.

In Victoria:

e There were 52 drowning
deaths, an eight per cent in-
crease on the 10-year average.

e The state has a drowning rate
of 0.75 per 100,000 population.

e Of the deaths, 19 per cent oc-
curred in the 18-24-year age

group, the highest rate of 1.62
deaths per 100,000 population.

e Summer is the deadliest time,
with 48 per cent of drownings
occurring during the summer
months.

¢ The leading locations were
beaches (21 per cent), rivers (19
per cent) and lakes (12 per cent).

Bass Coast is considered a
key “black spot” location in the
state, with Life Saving Victoria
(LSV) research showing there
was a 96 per cent likelihood of a
fatal drowning each year in the
shire — the second highest risk
level, behind the Mornington
Peninsula.

According to the LSV Water
Safety Framework released in
March 2025, there were 32 fatal
drownings in Bass Coast Shire
between 2014/15 and 2023/24.

That is five times the Victo-
rian LGA average.

The majority of drownings
were visitors, with only five
Bass Coast residents drowning
in the 10-year period (and not all
of them within the shire).

Over the decade, the report
said there were also 21 non-fatal
drownings attended by para-
medics.

Six people drowned in Bass
Coast inthe 2023-24 period. Five
were on Phillip Island, including
four people who died at Forrest
Caves in what was the worst in-
cidence of mass drowning in the
state in nearly two decades.

The other two drownings
were at Kilcunda and Surf
Beach and all drownings hap-
pened at unpatrolled locations.

Wake-up call

Royal Life Saving Australia,
CEO, Dr Justin Scarr described
the report as a wake-up call.

“Drowning deaths have surged
to unprecedented levels. The de-
cline in swimming skills, an age-
ing population, and more people
heading to remote and unfamiliar
locations away from lifesaving
services are causing concern.”

Surf Life Saving Australia
CEO, Adam Weir said coastal
drowning remained a major
concern.

“Rip currents remain Austra-
lia’s number one coastal hazard,
responsible for more than one in
three beach drowning deaths —
claiming more lives than sharks,
floods, or cyclones combined.”

This statistic is particularly
pertinent for local beaches in

The National Drowning Report 2025
shows there were 52 drowning deaths
in Victoria in 2024/25, an increase on
the 10-year average, with men and
people born overseas at higher risk.

Bass Coast, which are notorious
for their rips.

Royal Life Saving Australia
and Surf Life Saving Australia
explain the surge in drowning
as being driven by:

e More people are going fur-
ther into national parks and
regional areas. Climate and
lifestyle shifts are increasing
time around water, especially
in autumn and spring, as well
as early and late in the day.
Swimming skills are at crisis
levels, with many children
failing to meet national bench-
marks; gaps are widening for
regional, remote, and migrant
communities, creating lifelong
vulnerabilities to drowning.
An ageing population is
impacting on drowning. A
lifelong love of water activity,
combined with other health
conditions, medications and
reduced mobility, is increasing
unexpected falls into water.
Disadvantaged, multicultural,
regional and remote popula-
tions are most likely to miss
out on learning to swim, have
poorer access to a safe place to
swim and remain overrepre-
sented in drowning.

To address the increase in
drowning, the Australian Water
Safety Strategy 2030 is being ad-
justed to promote the strength-
ening of swimming and water
safety skills for all, emphasise
local water safety efforts, and
encourage greater alignment of
water safety policy across all lev-
els and sectors of government.

Details: National Drowning
Report 2025 - www.royallifesav-
ing.com.au

Due to Friday night’s wild weather, the Phillip Island SES responded to 24
requests for assistance. In Rhyll, the storm saw several boats break their moor-
ings and wash up onto the sand. Photo: Katrina Lawrence

Stormy

Start

to the weekend

WEATHER

Phillip Island was battered by
high winds last Friday, resulting
in a busy start to the weekend
for local SES volunteers.

In just over 24 hours, the unit
responded to 24 requests for as-
sistance including trees over
roads, trees down on vehicles,
trees blocking access and build-
ing damage.

Reports came from all areas
of the island, including Rhyll,
Cowes and Cape Woolamai.

“A huge thanks to our mem-
bers who have been working
tirelessly to keep our communi-
ty safe,” Phillip Island SES Unit
said.

“A special shout out to Flame
Trees Ramada Resort Phillip
Island for keeping our crew caf-
feinated.”

In Rhyll, the storm saw sev-
eral boats break their moorings
and wash up onto the sand. One
was refloated, while another
needed an excavator to get it
back into the water.

The Friday night storm was a
good reminder of the vital role
VICSES plays in keeping our
community safe.

Our local SES unit is always
looking for new volunteers, so if
you've ever considered joining
VICSES please email phillipis-
land@ses.vic.gov.au to find out
how you can get involved.

Unlock Your Digital Confidence!

to feel more confident online?

environment.

at Waterfront Computers.

73 Church Street, Cowes |

Are you challenged by technology, or simply want

Join our 8-week hands-on training course
designed to fill the gaps, boost your skills,
and make technology finally make sense.

Practical, step-by-step learning, we’ll help you:
» Master the everyday tech you already use

- Stay safe online with email & internet security

- Gain confidence with hardware, software & apps
- Enjoy byte-sized lessons in a friendly, supportive

P:(03)59523312 |

Have you upgraded to Windows 11?

Have you had a computer health check lately?
Contact us to find out if your device can be upgraded!

Digital Technology Training

(? LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE
- SECURE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

DATES:
- Tuesday 30 September 2025
« Thursday 9 October 2025

FOR BOOKINGS:

P: 0449 727 689

Don't let technology hold you back. Take control,
gain clarity, and enjoy learning in a relaxed space

LAUNCH PRICE: $880! (Normal Price: $1460)

E: learn@digitaltechnologytraining.com.au

www.digitaltechnologytraining.com.au

E: fixme@waterfrontcomputers.com.au
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Peter Reith Scholarship

Turn your potential into opportunity
— apply for a Peter Reith Scholarship
at Newhaven College

Scan for more
information
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Surf Beach cattle farmer Bill Cleeland hosted the event last week, to help farm-
ers prepare for the spring and summer in the middle of ongoing drought.

“Well and truly”
still in drought

From page 1

Forecast

Agriculture Victoria’s Fiona
Baker confirmed the contin-
ued drought, saying farmers
shouldn’t “get too excited about
green grass” until substantial
rain falls.

“Although it looks green out
there and we’ll see some pasture
growth, the moisture in the soil
is not there to support growth
unless there’s substantial follow
up rainfall,” Fiona said.

“It’s drying out quite quickly
between rain events. Once there
is rain it goes into grass growth,
with about 80 per cent of grass
made of moisture at this time of
year.

“We are going into summer
already relying on more rain-
fall.”

Fiona said one positive aspect
of the drought was that livestock
sale prices hadn’t fallen far, “so
you can still sell off without los-
ing too much money”.

Agriculture Victoria’s Dale
Grey gave a climate outlook
presentation for spring, say-
ing modelling had suggested it
would be wetter than average,

but there was also a chance of
normal conditions and a small
chance it would be drier.

“There’s not a lot of accuracy
four to six months from now,”
said Dale, who releases weekly
climate predictions in his Fast
Break newsletter.

“We're still seeing predictions
of a wetter spring in the models
... but we can’t take the drier or
average outcomes away.

“That is problematic when we
need it to be fully wet ... we’ll
watch intently.

“It’s early days. It’s a good
two weeks before we can be
confident whether it’s wetter or
neutral. It’s line ball.”

He said it was more certain
temperatures for spring would
be warmer.

James Paulet from The
Gippsland Agricultural Group
told the meeting about six
soil moisture probes around
Gippsland, including one at Vent-
nor since February, were moni-
toring moisture depth in soil.

Details: gippslandag.com.au/
research/weather-stations

agriculture.vic.gov.au/sup-
port-and-resources/newslet-
ters/the-break

Island quiet

BEACH SAFETY

A public meeting last week for
a research project into coastal
safety signage attracted less
than a dozen people.

The research project by Life
Saving Victoria and Monash
University is looking at how
to design more effective and
inclusive signage and improve
beach safety.

Statistics show Bass Coast
is one of the most dangerous
Victorian local government ar-
eas for drownings, with 32 fatal
drownings in the shire between
2014 and 2024 - five time the
Victoria LGA average.

In 2024, four people drowned
at Forrest Caves beach, the worst
incidence of mass drowning in
the state in nearly two decades.

After Forrest Caves, there
were repeated calls by locals
for improved signage, more pa-
trols and multiple suggestions,
both in the newspaper and so-
cial media, for ways signage
could be improved.

However only a small num-
ber of island locals took the op-
portunity to have their say at
last week’s meeting.

The meeting included repre-
sentatives from Bass Coast Shire
Council, Victoria Police, Smiths
Beachcombers Association, Wool-
amai Beach Surf Life Saving Club
and former SES members.

Although surfers are regu-
larly credited for beach rescues
and frequently voiced concerns
about beach safety, no one from
the local surfing community or
the Phillip Island Boardriders
Club attended.

One attendee mentioned the
lack of promotion for the meet-
ing, saying many locals were
probably not aware it was hap-
pening.

Presentation

Life Saving Victoria’s Manager
for Research and Evaluation,
Hannah Graefe, and colleague
Alana Leabeater ran the ses-
sion, which discussed the effec-
tiveness of current signage and

Mary supports local news

POLITICS

Member for Monash, Mary Al-
dred has spoken up in parlia-
ment, calling on government to
support strong regional news
services.

The deputy chair of the stand-
ing committee on communica-
tions, the arts and sport, Ms
Aldred outlined the importance
of regional newspapers in their
communities.

“In triumph and tragedy,
there is someone who always
turns up for regional Australia,
and that’s the local newspaper,”
Ms Aldred said.

“The local paper weaves the
threads that hold communities
together ... and tells the stories
that truly matter to everyday
people.

“Local news Kkeeps people
connected, not just to events, but
to one another.”

After noting “the array of
senior Australian journalists”
who started in regional media,
Ms Aldred listed the eight news-
papers in her electorate, say-
ing they were “important to the
community fabric” of the region.

The South Gippsland Senti-
nel Times, Warragul and Drouin
Gazette, Latrobe Valley Express
and the Advertiser were all sep-
arately namechecked.

“Regional journalists show
up to meetings no one else at-
tends, they ask tough questions.
They cover the bush fire alerts
and they to report the aftermath
long after the flames are gone,”
Ms Aldred said.

She said the Federal Govern-
ment had committed support to
regional journalism, but it had
been “slow out of the gates, not-
ing the News Media Assistance
Program (News MAP) is still
awaiting finalisation.

“The mandated minimum
commitment of $3 million per
year for two years from 2025 to
2026 for regional newspaper ad-
vertising across the total Com-
monwealth media advertising
spend has gone nowhere.”

She raised the News Bargain-
ing Incentive, aimed at Meta,

Member for Monash, Mary Aldred
has spoken up in parliament, calling
on government to support strong
regional news services.

which she said enjoyed “broad
media support”, and called
on the government to finalise
the process — consultation and
drafting legislation — by the end
of the year, to ensure “Meta, Tik-
Tok and other platforms join the
negotiating table in good faith”.

She also noted Country Press
Australia did not support chang-
es to the copyright laws which
would allow AI companies “to
access copyrighted content with-
out permission or payment”.

“Lifeblood”

Country Press Australia (CPA)
President Damian Morgan said
Ms Aldred’s words reflect what
every regional community al-
ready knows — and demon-
strate that the future of regional
journalism is an issue that unites
both sides of politics.

“Mary Aldred is absolutely
right. Local newspapers are the
lifeblood of their communities. It
is encouraging to see both gov-
ernment and opposition recog-
nising this and backing regional
journalism,” Mr Morgan said.

Mr Morgan said CPA was
particularly appreciative of
the Federal Government’s an-
nouncement of the News Media
Assistance Program (News-
MAP) and its commitment to al-
locate funds directly to support
public interest journalism in re-
gional communities.

“NewsMAP is a very signifi-
cant initiative. For the first time,
the Federal Government has

created a structured framework
that recognises the unique chal-
lenges of regional and local pub-
lishers and commits dedicated
funding to help sustain them.

“With bipartisan voices now
reinforcing the need for action,
this is an important and positive
step forward,” Mr Morgan said.

He stressed, however, the suc-
cess of NewsMAP will be mea-
sured by how quickly it is imple-
mented.

“The framework is there, the
commitment is there, and the
funds have been announced.
What we need now is for News-
MAP to move from promise to
delivery. Publishers are waiting,
communities are waiting, we
cannot afford further delays,”
he said.

He highlighted other pressing
challenges, including the with-
drawal of Meta from its Austra-
lian publisher agreements and
the urgent need for the govern-
ment’s proposed News Bargain-
ing Incentive.

“Meta has walked away from
regional news deals, leaving a
massive hole in local journalism
funding,” he said.

Mr Morgan also strongly
backed Ms Aldred’s warning
against weakening copyright
protections to benefit global AI
companies.

“Australia’s copyright laws
are world-leading, and any at-
tempt to hand over our content
for free to AI companies would
be devastating. Regional pub-
lishers strongly oppose such
changes and journalism must
be paid for if it is to survive. On
this, too, we are seeing strong
bipartisan agreement,” he said.

CPA has long argued that fair
government advertising alloca-
tion, proper industry consulta-
tion, and stronger bargaining
rules for digital platforms are
essential to securing the future
of trusted local journalism.

Mary Aldred’s speech is
available on the House of Rep-
resentatives YouTube channel
(August 26).

A full transcript can be found
in Hansard at www.aph.gov.au

on coastal signage

Less than a dozen people took the opportunity to have their say on coastal safe-
ty signage at a public meeting run by Life Saving Victoria in Cowes last week.

suggestions for improvements.
Participants said much of
the current beach signage in
the shire was old, worn out and
didn’t feature QR codes, which
would allow people to access in-
formation in multiple languages.
Issues raised included the
lack of consistency in the safe-
ty messages, sign placement
and the fact that even with QR

codes, there were locations
where mobile coverage was
limited or non-existent.
Residents suggested any fu-
ture safety messages needed
to “be stacked up”, and start
well before people reached the
beach. Options for getting the
message out included informa-
tion on toilet doors in fast food
restaurants, in accommodation,

at visitor information centres
and in new residents’ packs.

Participants agreed signage
needed to be site specific — to
target the specific risk in a lo-
cation — and make better use of
photos and imagery.

They also agreed there
should be a national standard
for beach safety signage — “we
have national road rules and
signage” — and there needed to
be consistency in the messages.

There was strong support for
including fatality numbers in
signage at beaches where peo-
ple had died.

They also suggested signage
be regularly updated — “so peo-
ple pay attention”.

The current round of con-
sultation is just the first step in
the research project, Ms Graefe
said, with later stages including
signage design and “virtual re-
ality” testing of designs.

Anyone who wants to regis-
ter their interest in being part
of future consultation should
email: research@lsv.com.au



Wednesday, September 3,2025| THE ADVERTISER 7

ol NN

FORMULA 1 - QATAR AIRWAYS

AUSTRALIAN
GRAND PRIX

2026

ON SALE
SEPTENMBER 10,
12Pf) AEST

MARCH 5-8 | ALBERT PARK CIRCUIT

ORIA

State The F1 FORMULA 1 logo, F1 logo, F1, FORMULA 1, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, GRAND PRIX
Government and related marks are trademarks of Formula One Licensing BV, a Formula 1 company. All rights reserved.




8 THE ADVERTISER | Wednesday, September 3, 2025

NEWS

“Fight like hell” for Phillip Island’s trees: councillors

ENVIRONMENT

Bass Coast Shire councillors
have narrowly voted against
the removal of two mature eu-
calypts in Ventnor, saying “we
have to fight like hell” to protect
trees and stop Phillip Island be-
coming “Pakenham by the Sea”.

A planning permit at 24 Hast-
ings Street, Ventnor, for the re-
moval of a Sydney blue gum
and a southern blue gum, came
before councillors because it re-
ceived 22 objections.

Objectors argued the trees
were in good health and were
being removed by the owner due
to the “inconvenience of leaf and
bark litter” and their removal
would lead to habitat loss and
privacy concerns.

Council officers recommend-
ed granting a permit, with two
arborists’ reports stating the
trees were in declining health,
with risk of limb failure, and
had low useful life expectancy,
with remedial works “unlikely
to prolong the life of the trees”.

Officers had placed condi-
tions on the permit requiring the
owner to replant eight canopy
trees and 52 indigenous under-
story shrubs, groundcovers and
grasses.

However, after extensive de-
bate, councillors Tim O’Brien,
Ronnie Bauer, Mat Morgan, Jon
Temby voted against, with Cr
Tracey Bell abstaining, which is
recorded as a no vote.

A report will now be present-
ed at a future council meeting
for a further decision.

Cr Tracey Bell received ap-
plause after a passionate speech,
saying she had “deep hesitation”

supporting the vegetation re-
moval.

“We live in regional Victoria
because we value nature - not
to watch it be replaced by con-
crete,” she said.

“Our community has told us
—again and again - that protect-
ing the natural environment is
their number one priority. That’s
our mandate. Let’s listen. Let’s
act. And let’s stop the quiet de-
struction of our shire’s vegeta-
tion before it’s too late.”

Cr Bell said despite many
planning rules preventing tree
removal - including the coun-
cil’s urban forest strategy and
neighbourhood character study
- “trees continue to quietly disap-
pear - often through applications
that never reach this chamber”.

“Despite officer assurances
that compliance measures have
improved, personal experience
tells a different story,” she said.

“We are witnessing a pat-
tern of non-compliance across
the shire — bins left out all week,
dogs off-leash, trees poisoned.

“People act with impunity
because they know council en-
forcement is insufficient to meet
the demonstrated needs. We are
seen as a toothless tiger.”

Cr Bell said state legislation
limited councillor powers and
it was “frustrating to be forced
into decisions that contradict
our own environmental goals”.

She called for improved en-
forcement, “and holding appli-
cants accountable”.

CrTim O’Brien said he couldn’t
support the tree removal.

“Phillip Island and Bass
Coast don’t have the ruins of
Pompeii drawing visitors to the

shire, or the Valley of the Kings,”
Cr O’Brien said.

“What we have is our natural
environment.

“They don’t come here ex-
pecting to see Pakenham by the
Sea. That’s what we'’re in danger
of doing here.

“Every council meeting has
had more than one proposal for
the removal of trees.”

He said “we have to fight like
hell” to retain the natural envi-
ronment, adding the trees had
withstood gale force winds and
were “still standing”.

“Trees conspire to stand up
and until we see some planting
to replace them and those plant-
ings have maturity I can’t sup-
port this.”

Cr Mat Morgan said he didn’t
support the tree removal, saying
while there may be structural
problems with the trees there
were more “structural problems
with the climate”.

Cr Temby said he was “heart-
ened by comments” and trees
were vital to reduce heat waves.

Support
Cr Ronnie Bauer said he was
inclined to vote against allow-
ing the tree removal, but the
two arborist reports should be
respected.

“There is a parallel between
this situation and the environ-
mental vandalism of the cutting
down of the two mature gum-
trees for the virtually unused

Anderson Street car and trailer
carpark,” Cr Bauer said.

“But if the trees are dying and
pose a danger what choice do we
have?

“It’s important that our offi-
cers ensure that the terms of this
permit are enforced.”

Cr Brett Tessari said while
he didn’t support tree removal,
council would be at risk if they
didn’t support the two arborist
reports and would be concerned
if a branch fell on someone’s
head.

“This doesn’t sit well with me
but I'm not going against the re-
ports,” Cr Tessari said.

“I hope, as we do with all our
planning notices, we make sure
the conditions are adhered to.”

There was a double delight last Thursday afternoon when a double rainbow appeared over San Remo, stretching
from the Newhaven Jetty and over the bridge.
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Extending the Harvest
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Breath testing
millions of drivers
this year.

Police are out there to keep our roads safe. If you've been drinking, don’t drive.
Getting caught with a Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) of 0.05 and over will
result in loss of licence and significant fines. Chances are you will be caught.

Anywhere. Anytime. Anyone.
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New John Clarke documentary,
aughter to dad

a tribute from d

FILM

Among the opening scenes of Lorin
Clarke’s new documentary about her fa-
ther — legendary satirist John Clarke —
there’s footage of her as a child walking
down a beach track.

“It was at Silverleaves and is one of the
first moments in the documentary, where
dad is filming me and he says ‘here comes
a daughter’,” Lorin says of the newly re-
leased movie, “But Also John Clarke”.

“I'd say the majority of home footage
in the film is from Phillip Island, because
that’s where we’d spend our time as a fam-
ily, on holidays.

“When we were at home in Melbourne it
was off to school, off to work ... but there’s
nothing like showing footage of someone
in their relaxed, natural habitat. There’s
nothing more relaxed than sitting around
Phillip Island.

“It introduces intimacy you can’t fake.”

After its national launch last month,
“But Also John Clarke” is showing at Ber-
ninneit in Cowes on September 6, 10, and
17, with further dates yet to be announced.

The 113-minute documentary, written
and directed by Lorin, traces her father’s
resistance to authority from his childhood,
his decision to leave New Zealand for
Australia in 1977, with insights into his 40
years in the entertainment industry, before
his sudden and shocking death in 2017.

It weaves together home footage, TV ar-
chives, 200 boxes of his work and letters,
and interviews with 42 friends and col-
leagues, including journalist Jana Wendt,
actor Sam Neill and comedians such as
Andrew Denton and Shaun Micallef.

PHILLIP ISLAND

E grsday lith December. 2025
COWES FORESHORE ]

“But Also John Clarke”, a new documentary about
satirist John Clarke, written and directed by his
daughter Lorin is showing at Berninneit in Cowes
on September 6, 10, and 17.

The full-length title of the film is “Not
Only Fred Dagg, But Also John Clarke”,
and so it honours Dagg, the satirical, la-
conic character Clarke made famous, but
also his numerous films and TV produc-
tions.

It highlights the beloved double act with
Bryan Dawe — who is also a Phillip Island
local — with Clarke and Dawe skewering
political hypocrisy for almost 30 years.

Throughout his career, Lorin says he
gave away very little about his own life,

o
o
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5pm Childrens Entertainment
7:15pm Carols

9:30pm Fireworks

Proudly presented by
Bass Coast Shire Council

Save the Date

but at home he was an open book, includ-
ing all the home movies.

When other documentary makers ap-
proached the Clarke family to make a film
about John, it was a key catalyst for Lorin
to gather these elements and create a “ver-
sion that he’d find least embarrassing”.

Generations
Lorin acknowledges not all generations
have heard or seen her father’s work.

Nevertheless, “this is for you”.

“A fun, silly, smart, hilarious reminder
that however disempowered we feel in a
world flooding us with reasons to be mis-
erable, there’s power in finding the fun
wherever we are.

“Sometimes in screenings people were
laughing so much I thought ‘shoosh, you've
missed a bit’.”

The documentary encourages an inter-
generational bonding,.

“At one of the screenings, an usher was
Danish and she’d never heard of dad, but
after seeing it she said she was in love with
him, and it reminded her of her own father.

“Ilike the family history element. I hope
people who see it think, maybe I should be
interviewing grandma or ask how did we
become the people we became?”

Island
Just as Australia claimed the New Zealand-
born comedian as its own, Phillip Island
has equally claimed Clarke as its own.

“It’s a legitimate claim,” adds Lorin.

“He spoke to nearly every local one by
one walking down the main street.”

That claim even includes an idea that
started with the Island Story Gatherers and

for
Refugees

Saturday 13 Sept 2025
at 7.00pm

Rhyll Mechanics
Institute Hall
54 Loch Road Rhyll

$43 donation per
person. BYO drinks

resulted in the State Government last year
announcing a new prize to the Victorian
Premier’s Literary Awards, recognising
excellence in humour writing in honour of
legendary satirist John Clarke.

The connection with Phillip Island start-
ed when the family — John’s wife art histo-
rian Helen McDonald, Lorin and her sister,
Lucia - began spending their holidays here
in the 1980s, and continue to holiday here
today.

In 2023 Lorin released her book, “Would
That Be Funny?”, which is a family memoir
that retells many island stories.

“My childhood was almost offensively
idyllic,” recalled Lorin, who has an arts/law
degree, has written and directed theatre,
with a background in children’s TV.

“And part of that was coming down here.

“This is our family’s favourite place to be
and always has been.”

Her father was a renowned environmen-
talist and even, with his wife, donated an
8ha property at Rhyll for environmental
protection in 2020.

Lorin says while she may not be as green
as her parents, in her older age she’s find-
ing herself increasingly stopping everyone
to look up in a tree to bird watch.

“A few weeks ago I was at the Whale
Festival (on the island). I have two children,
nine and 13, and one is a whale nerd.

“My sister and I say when we go to the is-
land it’s a regression session. The first four
days we really do regress.

“Nature is a huge part of that. You oc-
cupy a unique part of the world there.”

To book a ticket: basscoastculturalv-
enues.com/berninneitcinema;

Details: lorinclarke.com

vvrvesoar

Phillip Island Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR) will host a dinner to raise
money for refugee support

We will hear stories “From Syria via Lebanon to Australia.”

Artist Josephine Allen has donated a painting for our Special Effort

And the evening will feature music by Marty Box

Bring family and friends and make up a table

Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/DECZB

Enquiries: Gabrielle 0410 441 540 or email: gabesmahony4@gmail.com



Head of Senior Schoaol, Brett Torstonson, enjoyed the Year 11 Ball with students Finlay Cameron,
Parker Trappett and River Henderson. More photos at pisra.com.au/education

Seniors celebrate in style

EDUCATION

Recently, Newhaven Col-
lege Senior School stu-
dents enjoyed the chance
to celebrate their school,
teachers, parents, and
each other.

On August 2, the Year
12 cohort gathered at
RACV Inverloch Resort
with students making a
red-carpet entrance for
their special night. Once
the formalities ended, the
dance floor quickly filled
as students celebrated
their final year in style.

Two weeks later, on Au-
gust 16, it was the Year 11
students’ turn. Together
with parents and guard-
ians, they gathered at Sil-
verwater Resort in San
Remo for a night of fun
and laughter.

Events like these pro-
vide a chance for students
to pause, reflect, and cel-
ebrate the friendships
and experiences that have
shaped their time at New-
haven College.

For the students, the
memories created will
carry them beyond the
classroom, a reminder of
the confidence, commu-
nity and self-awareness
they have built throughout
their schooling.

The perfect excuse to dress up and express yourself. Year 12
students Kesan Stewart-Walters, Rosalie Spencer and Emily Le
Couteur enjoyed their time at the Year 12 Formal.

A_N_N_ THEPULSE _/A\_A_A
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A full circle moment

By Phillip Island and District

Diversity celebrated

COMMUNITY

Over 100 people gathered
in Wonthaggi on August
31 to celebrate the rich di-
versity of our local com-
munity, as well as hon-
ouring the traditional and
true owners of the land
we live on, the Bunurong/
Boon Wurrung people.

Fun and colourful, the
rally featured local music,
including the Invy Horn
Jam, Dr Laura Brearley,
Travis Thomson and lo-
cal singing group Get on
Board.

Speakers included
Aunty Safina Stewart,
Bass Coast Councillor Mat
Morgan, and Jessica Har-
rison. Four young locals,
Oliver, Mia, Anneke and
Joey spoke about the need
to celebrate the contribu-
tion of immigrants to the
Bass Coast region, and the

Aunty Safina Stewart addresses the Diversity Rally in Wonthaggi

on August 31.

proud and continuous leg-
acy of First Nations people
in the face of overwhelm-
ing adversity.

“Today is all about love,”
said one of the organisers.

“It’s so important that
we come together and
celebrate diversity within
our communities, so that
everyone can feel safe and
respected.”

Historical Society

As part of the recent
launch of the Warley Hos-
pital exhibition at the Phil-
lip Island and District His-
torical Society Museum, a
very special guest was in-
vited for a preview — Lorna
Collins (née McFee), who
was born at Warley Hospi-
tal on September 24, 1924.

Now approaching her
101st birthday, Lorna was
delighted to view the ex-
hibition, which celebrates
the legacy of the hospital
where her life began.

One display in particu-
lar caught her attention—
an old oil-filled standing
lamp like those that once
lit the rooms of Warley.

“I can’t believe how
much has change,” she
said with a smile.

“That warm glow of the
oil lamps ... I remember it
well, especially in our own
home.”

Lorna grew up on Phil-
lip Island, where her fam-
ily had deep roots.

In her late twenties, she
left for Melbourne, where
she married Trevor Col-
lins, raised four children,
and travelled widely. But
the island always called
her home. Over twenty
years ago, after Trevor’s
passing, she returned to
live permanently on Phil-
lip Island — and in a lovely
twist, two of her children
also followed her back.

Lorna Collins (née McFee) was born at Warley Hospital on Sep-
tember 24, 1924. The exhibition at the Phillip Island and District
Historical Society Museum celebrates the hospital’s legacy and is
open Monday to Friday, 9.30am - 5pm and Saturday mornings.

Like the new hospital
rising in Cowes, Lorna’s
story is one of return, con-
nection, and continuity — a
true full circle.

The Warley Hospital
Exhibition is now open
Monday to Friday from
9.30am until 5pm and Sat-
urday mornings at the mu-

seum in Berninneit.

It features photographs,
memorabilia and a video
with stories that bring to
life nearly a century of lo-
cal healthcare history. All
are welcome - come ex-
plore the story of Warley
and the community that
built it.
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FATHER'S DAY

Advertising Feature

Make dad's day

This special gift pack is set to make one lucky island dad’s Father’s Day extra special.
Thanks to our local businesses for their generous donations.

The pack contains:

e A surf lesson from Island Surfboards

¢ Protect and Shine gift bucket from Auto Pro

e Fridgy can cooler from Cowes Batteries & More

e Two $30 bistro vouchers from the Westernport Hotel
¢ A $45 voucher from H Bombs Barbershop

Shaz Martello-Howard says her father Fred has always been “my best mate”. When she
moved to the island to set up her food truck business, her parents soon followed. “Since
then, my dad has come out of retirement and worked countless days and tireless hours
with me, whenever I've needed him to, refusing to be paid. My business couldn’t have sur-
vived without his support,” she said. “I don't have enough words for how much I appreciate
everything he does for our entire family.”

“We love our dad Kendall, because he is such a good cook,” say Sam, Zoe and Charlie.

Brendan Cashman’s kids Finn, Jasper and Kai say “We love our dad as he cheers the loudest!”

yvgossoar

=

“T love my dad Lee Hennessy because I am his number one apprentice at Penny Lane Cafeé,
says Jed Hennessy.



FATHER'S DAY
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Advertising Feature

Bec Manning says her dad John Stoppa built over 100 homes locally during his 40-year career
as a builder on Phillip Island. Since being diagnosed with Lewy body dementia and Parkinson’s,
she said he faces daily challenges with things that used to come naturally, like “remembering
words, how to use his cutlery, how to dress himself and stay alert during the day, and all the
things we as adults take for granted”. “Last weekend, we went for a walk to soak up the winter’s
sun. Even under all the hardships he faces, he still manages to smile.”

Max says he loves his dad Karl Dunham so much, “because he is patient and teaches me to surf
and is always taking me on epic adventures and he is funny”.

Daniel and Yianni Caffieri love their dad Gab, “because he instilled our love for football from
when we were little”.

Steve Duggan gets a special shout out from his kids Ella and Ollie. “Happy Father’s Day Dad!
Thanks for all of your motivational speeches, texts and videos over the years.”

SUNDAY 7™ SEPTEMBER

SPOIL DAD THIS
FATHER'S DAY

BOOK NOW FOR LUNCH OR DINNER!
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PHILLIP ISLAND
DIRECTORY

Covering Phillip Island, San Remo and surrounds

ACCOMMODATION

vvrigsoar

Est. 1995

ACCOMMODATION MANAGEMENT EXPERTS.

The business most trusted by the
international motor sport teams, property
owners & guests for 30 years!

Phillip island, San Remo & the Bass Coast region.

RANFURLIE BED
& BREAKFAST

A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people.
From $75 per person per night
including a delicious continental breakfast.
Call 0434 174 251 for more info.

ATTRACTIONS

OPEN 7 DAYS from 10am
1805 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes
Ph: 03 5952 2283
amazenthings.com.au

See more
& SAVE
with a
3 PARKS
PASS

Penguin Parade, Churchill Island,
Koala Conservation Reserve

WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU

Cruise the Island
Deify PBoaf Tours

Wildlifeconst

cruises

yvo6SToQr

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling

& Entertainment
Centre

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669

thecentrecowes
@hotmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE

CAFES & RESTAURANTS

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au | 03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS
ON THE ISLAND”

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO!

ORDERS 5907 6796

RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

CATERING
FOR ALL
0CCASIONS

JD0o5716AA

THE

waterboy

CAFE—
58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765 §3(9)

TAKE AWAY

FRESH
LOCAL
SEAFOOD
SALES
ORDERS
OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm 2678 5206 FISH & CHIPS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY - $

PHILLIP

WINERY

ISLAND

wwwphillpislandwinery.com.au
(03) 8595 2155

HAIR & BEAUTY

Moabile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

LK00415AA

MEDICAL

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8-10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven

Opening hours:
8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910

to make an appointment!

1Y sorvie coee

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settiement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

JDo5872AA

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry
Self-Service

NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes,

Every Tuesday Local's Day 15% OFF 2
R e 2nd Floor, above M&O Café

with the CODE: LOCAL15

FAST4

== = ==s

PRINT LOCAL

www.printitfast.com.au

Selling more properties
on Phillip Island than
any other agency

59522799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

EPAIrS

BC ME FIX 1T
Phone, PC &
Electronic Repairs
0490 424 415

www.itrepairs.net.au

JDo5364AA

admin@jitrepairs.net.au

ALEX SCOTT

ANDSTAFF /., 1886

I 13a Thompson Avenue, Cowes
59522633 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

VySz62001

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY STATION
- GREAT MUSIC AND EVERYTHING LOCAL
across Phillip Island and Western Port on

89.1FM

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALES APPRAISAL
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL.

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU 5952 3922

RETAIL

For all your refinancing or home loan
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.
Gabriel Caffieri - Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffieri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

Q 155 Thomp:

FURNITURE OUTLET
YOUR FURNITURE SHOP

Handlex(%Anderson
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Locally owned and operated by
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

+Beds < Mattresses
+Sofas - Lounges

+ Dining -« Tables -« Chairs
+ Office +TV :Outdoor

PHONE RON 0419 335 985

0448 602 005

www.basscoastfunerals.com.an

sales@furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au
153 Thompson Ave., Cowes (near Ampol Servo)
www.furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au

Melaleuca Lodge
Secondhand Book Sale

Open 10-12 every Saturday

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

www.pisra.com.au

ADVERTISER

STORAGE

BILLS BOOK SHED

1 Watchorn Road, COWES
(off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

JD04301AA

COWESBOAT &0 )", "4 2=

CARAVANRVSTORAGE SELF

STORAGE

! Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 5952 2799

Your one-stop
guide to
Phillip
San Remo and
surrounds.

Island,

6 Shopping
m Dining

® Local Services @@ walks

Beaches

Attractions

Submit a listing here




Cowes Primary School captains Nicholas (Year 6), Rod McKenzie (Principal), Jutima Sribua from Suanku-
larb Wittayalai Nonthaburi School (Thailand) and Elsie (Year 6). More photos at pisra.com.au/education

Thailand comes to the island
in school exchange visit

EDUCATION

In August, Cowes Primary
School welcomed Jutima
Sribua from Suankularb
Wittayalai Nonthaburi
School (Thailand) to their
school as part of the ASE-
AN Bridge Program.

“The classrooms came
alive with culture and
connection,” said a school
spokesperson.

“A highlight was when
Sonya and Kiara, two
proud Indigenous women,
shared stories from their
families, beautiful arte-
facts, and guided students
in creating yarning sticks
and flag bracelets. The
students were also thrilled
to learn some traditional
Thai dance steps from Ju-
tima herself.”

Beyond the classroom,

Jutima was immersed
into the wonders of our
coast — spotting penguins
and whales, visiting Bass
Coast Secondary School,
visiting Melbourne city
and attending an AFL
game.

“This is just the begin-
ning of an amazing col-
laboration, and Cowes
Primary can’t wait to see
where it leads.”

NEWS

* FINANCIAL LITERACY MADE SIMPLE

Melbourne Stars player Tom Rogers with enthralled students during the visit to Cowes Primary School.

Cowes Primary seeing Stars

EDUCATION

The Year 4 students at
Cowes Primary School
were excited to meet the
Melbourne Stars Cricket

Team during a recent visit.

Students enjoyed a fun
question-and-answer ses-
sion, played some inter-
active games, and each
student received a signed

poster and a stress ball to
take home.

The Star-studded event
was certainly a memo-
rable experience that left
everyone smiling.

Star of the Sea speaks out

EDUCATION

On Bullying No Way Day,
the Our Lady Star of the
Sea school community
came together to stand
strong against bullying.

This year’s theme was
“Be Kind, Be Bold, Speak
Up”. Students learned how
to be upstanders by sup-
porting others and speak-
ing out against bullying.

Classes took part in
activities and discussions
about kindness and stand-
ing up for what is right.

To finish the day, stu-
dents painted rocks with
kind messages and added
them to the school’s Kind-
ness Rock Garden, helping
to spread positivity across
the school.

Olivia and Bonnie painted rocks with kind messages and added
them to the school’s Kindness Rock Garden, as part of Bully No
Way Day at Our Lady Star of the Sea.
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Downsizing the
Family Home
What to expect

By David Caporale,
Chief Investment Officer of RELIcapital

or many retirees, selling the
Ffamily home feels like the key

to a fresh start - less cleaning,
fewer gardens to look after, and hope-
fully some money left over to enjoy
life. But while the idea of “unlocking”
home equity is appealing, the costs of
downsizing often come as a surprise.
By the time you add up agent fees,
stamp duty, and moving expenses,
the windfall surplus isn't always as
large as people imagine.

The cost of selling

In Victoria, real estate agent com-
missions usually range between
1.5% and 2.5% of the sale price.
On a $750,000 home, that's around
$11,000 to $18,000. Marketing, pro-
fessional photography, advertising
and online listings can add another
$2,000 to $5,000, and legal fees for
conveyancing are generally $1,200 to
$2,500.

Put together, selling costs alone can
easily reach $15,000 to $25,000.

Buying the next place

The biggest shock for many is stamp
duty. On a $600,000 unit in Victoria, the
duty is about $31,000. While there are
some concessions for pensioners, there
is no broad exemption for retirees who
are simply moving to a smaller home.

Other states sometimes offer tar-
geted relief - New South Wales and
Queensland, for example, have run
downsizer concessions in recent years -
but these depend on the government of
the day. It's important to check what's
available before making a decision.

Add to that another $1,200 - $2,500
for legal fees, plus $500 — S800 for
building and pest inspections.

Moving costs

Shifting a household after decades
can be more expensive than expected.
A typical move for a three-bedroom
home within Victoria can cost $2,000
to $4,000. Storage, if needed, adds

$250 — 8400 per month. Then there
are smaller extras such as redirecting
mail, reconnecting electricity utilities
and internet, and updating insurance
which can easily add $500 - $1,000.

How the Age Pension
can be affected

Selling the family home can also
change your Age Pension entitlements.
While your home is exempt from the
assets test, the sale proceeds are not.
If you plan to buy another home, the
money is exempt for up to two years
(sometimes three in special cases).
But during that period, it may still
be “deemed” under the income test,
which could temporarily reduce your
pension. Timing your move carefully
makes a difference.

A chance to boost super

On the positive side, the Downsizer
Contribution lets eligible Australians
over 55 contribute up to $300,000
each ($600,000 for couples) into su-
per from the sale of the family home.
This can turn housing wealth into
a more flexible retirement income
stream. Just remember, once the
money is in super, it's still counted
under the Age Pension assets test.

The bottom line

Downsizing can be the right move to
free up funds, cut household chores,
and offering a fresh start. But it's not
always the financial windfall many
expect. Between selling costs, stamp
duty, moving expenses, and poten-
tial changes to the Age Pension, the
final figure can be far lower than first
imagined.

The key is to step into the process
with clear expectations. By under-
standing the real costs, you can make
a decision that's right not only for
your finances, but also for your life-
style in retirement.

The information above does not consti-
tute financial or other professional advice
and is general in nature. It does not take
into account your specific circumstanc-
es and should not be acted on without a
full understanding of your current situa-
tion and future goals and objectives by
a fully qualified financial advisor. Before
you make any decision about whether to
acquire a certain financial product, you
should obtain and read the relevant prod-
uct disclosure statement.

6 REL'capitaI

03 5662 2529

Over 45 Years of
Investments in Real Estate Loans

Variable interest rates starting from:

6.25"

Fixed term investment with
no entry, exit or ongoing fees.

PN

i relicapital.com.au

*Rate current 1 Septemnber 2025. There is a risk that investors may achieve lower than expected returns. RELI Capital investments
are not bank deposits, and investors risk losing some or all of their money. Generally there is no right of early withdrawal prior to
maturity of the investment term and there is a risk that redemption at maturity may be delayed. Before deciding to invest consider
RELI Capital's Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determination by visiting relicapital.com.au or our office.

Scan For More

JO03002AC
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AIR CONDITIONING

‘ MITSUBISHI
A7\ ELECTRIC
DIAMOND DEALER

GIFT CARD CAMPAIGN

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION,

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi

0400 001 465

citytocoastair.com

AIR CONDITIONING

CARPENTER CONCRETER EARTHMOVING
_ & Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire
[—— \ All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
S draining and landscaping
CARPENTRY
— Est1982 ——

Home Renovations
Maintenance & Repairs
Window Replacement | Decks

John 0447 975 626

JDO3567AA

LKOOO34AA

Luke Hinrichs

Phillip Island & surrounding areas since 1999

Qaqs- Skip Hire

+ Earth works

CARPET CLEANING

CONCRETER

PDAIKIN

035678 5190

office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING
@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning
coastal_refrig_and_aircon

AUS51426

AIR CONDITIONING

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller

PIC. 43216
1109866 REC26099

Sterling

Carpet Care
0409 010 106
SPECIALISING IN

v Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
v Water Damage Restoration

YVS£0S00r

TIIVI NNEVWIVIANI

ar D

CONCRETING
® Exposed aggregate ® House slabs
e Driveways ® Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
e All concreting needs

Tel/Fax 5956 8791

LKO0D45AA

v Emergency Flood Restoration

v Vinyl Floor Strip & Seal

v Tile & Grout Cleaning

v Leather Cleaning

v Fabric Protection

Houses, Rental exit carpet clean, Offices,
Schools/Kindergartens, Aged Care,
High-rise Apartments.

Phone: 0409 010 106

sterlingcc@bigpond.com.au
Working with Children Check

Police Checked

Fully Insured

For Quality Carpet Care!

Established 2004

BLINDS & CARPET

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

(. 0359521488

Q 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

BLINDS/AWNINGS

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

LK00027AA

BUILDER

EXTENSIONS

RENOVATIONS AND
MAJOR REPAIRS

DECKS

ISLAND
DESIEGN & BUILD
0417 503 003

RoOB NORTON
INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

yvoLvsoqr

CAR REMOVAL

BASS COAST
CAR REMOVALS

Unwanted cars removed free

CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

Call Shane
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616

CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

EST1981

* Extreme heat extraction — Rapid Dry

» Commercial - domestic
* Rental bond specialists ¢ Fast, efficient service

0415106 443

islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

Island Flue
Cleaning

e CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
e NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

0488 522 950 5956 6888

richandi@hotmail.com RICHIE & DI LAING

CONCRETER

Matt Burgess 0405 533 456

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

* Exposed aggregate paving
¢ Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
* House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103 :
Mob: 0418 560 202

RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@uwaterfront.net.au

o419 312 805

DECK RESTORATION

OILING AND MAINTENANCE.

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au
www.deckseal.com.au

ELECTRICIAN

JACKSON ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING

» All types of
electrical services

« Reliable & fully insured
« Split system installers

« Free quotes

« Air conditioning sales
« Hot water systems

and service
« TV Antenna & data

CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667

CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834

« Ovens and cooktops

JO02421AA

GARAGE DOORS

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

GAS SUPPLIERS

CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST
AND RESEAL

DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS
MARK: 0418 105 262

yyseeroar

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

A
Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LKOO040AA

EARTHMOVING

» SITE CLEANS
* LANDSCAPING

» SITE CUTS
* DEMOLITION
* RETAINING WALLS

0400 633 030 ¥

EARTHMOVING

JO02676AA

EARTHWORKS

BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

Excavations e Free quote / consultation
oxe e Experienced local business
Demolitions « Innovative solutions
Drive/Pui‘hways e Quality workmanship
.

Transparent communication
e Full compliance / insurance
o Tight access specialists

Retaining walls
Spoil removal

* TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *
em: mkearthworksegmail.com

ph: Mick - 0408 575 472

GUTTER CLEANING

LN
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

HANDYMAN

JDO5811AA

HANDYMAN

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE

Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote

No job too small
Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495

www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au
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To advertise your trade business,
contact Jane on 5952 3201

I W e’ Nl & .V

or email ads@pisra.com.au P

HANDYMAN

LAWN MOWING

SOC... HOME SERVICES

Home Maintenance

& Handyman Services
With over 30 years’ experience
in the building industry

NDIS certified - Island Based

Call Peter 0434 649 877

JDO5868AA

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
WWW.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.

We also stock industrial supplies.
Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi
(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

LANDSCAPING

WOOD PAVING
%AEKNDSEAPES

o All Aspects of Landscaping
« Excavator, Bobcat & Tip Truck Hire
« Garden Restorations
« Servicing Phillip Island
& Surrounds for over 25 years

P: 0408 322 652

eastwoodpavingandlandscapes

\J
&

JDO5714AA

MARINE MECHANIC

PLUMBING

REIRABISERRISYMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

e NO CALL OUT FEE
e |eaking taps & toilets
 Hot water systems replaced

o Vanities & water
* Filters installed

* (as fitting

e General plumbing

Tappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vi. no. 119269c

LKO0044AA

RESTUMPING

JD05496AA

* Kk Kk * Kk Kk
TOPWATER MARINE

0402 761 692

« Authorised Suzuki Marine dealership and service center
« Sales and service of new Suzuki outboard motors
« Suzuki genuine spare parts
« Inboard / outhoard motor servicing and repairs
« Accessory Installations and electrical work
« Trailer servicing and modifications
« Anchor winches  « Boat detailing < Insurance work

www.topwatermarine.com.au | info@topwatermarine.com.au
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

LANDSCAPING

GRAYDEN

LANDSCAPES

All aspects of landscape
design and construction

Call Tom -0432216 813

LANDSCAPING

RESTUMPING &
RELEVELLING

Restumping, Levelling,
House Raising & Repacking,
all renovation works

CALL 0418 506 788

Licence DBL24625

ROOFING

SOUTHERN
METALJRCIOEING,

Metal Roofing Specialists

* Metal Wall Cladding * Domestic & Commercial
* New Installation & Renewals * Maintenance
* Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes © Aluminium Gutter Guard
30 Years Experience

M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

JD05010AA

PLASTERING RUBBISH REMOVAL
118 RUBBISH REMOVALS
WONTHAGGIplaster No Job Too Small - We Load for YOU!
A & Construction Supplies

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
wonthaggiplaster.com.au

CEMINTEL

WE CAN ALSO REMOVE YOUR
UNWANTED CARS FOR FREE

Call Shane
5678 2002 or 0473 983 995

Vv 1/850ar

PLUMBING

JD05372AA

Landiscaping & Concrefing

Retaining Walls
Paving
Small Brick Repairs
Concreting
Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew
0408 822 263

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

LKOO014AA

Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

PLUMBING

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE #4411

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

Dave (oastello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

LKO0020AA

0411175 957

Same Day @%’

Plumbing BV
Service Brothers

Lic 43482

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Are your doors sticking, catching
or just not sliding properly?

© Timber & Aluminium € Security Doors

Sliding Doors © Track & Roller
© Bi Fold Doors Replacements
(>) Cavity Doors © Screen Replacements

© New Locks Fitted
And Much More

€ Wardrobe Doors

Now Servicing Phillip Island

Ph 0438 538 244

info(@asdrm.com.au
www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

SOLAR

STORAGE

Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging

Island Security Monitoring
ecure On Site Manager

orage 24hr/7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

LKO0023AA

Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

TREE SERVICES

TREE CARE

JD04860AA

Qualified Arborist with

15 years experience and
committed to maintain the
health, safety and beauty
of your trees ensuring they
thrive and enhance your
home. Servicing Phillip
Island and surrounds.

Specialising in Pruning &
Hazardous Tree Removals

Habitat Trees Storm Damage

Cable Bracing Stump Grinding
Qualified Arborist Fully Insured
Mulch & Firewood Sales

0484 776 399

TREE SERVICES

(o)
>
SL Tree Care

NO JOB TOO SMALL

e Qualified e Storm Damage

e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing

e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

cashaun 0423 910 554

WASTE MANAGEMENT

LKO0042AA

Ph: 5672 2056

Lot 1 Skip Lane Wonthaggi 3995
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL

www.wheelawaste.com.au
ABN 93 050 132 217

INDUSTRIAL

WINDOW CLEANING

JOO01399AA

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

1300534110 _

We promise sparkling Discoyngs
windows every time! Pply for
Pensionerg

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com
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CLASSIEIEDS SEEK, BUY AND SELL

DEATHS

NOBLE, Doreen:
Passed away 28.8.25

Loved wife of Bill and
a friend to many in the
Veteran Community.

Doreen was a life
member of
Vietnam Veterans
Association of
Australia Museum
Sub Branch,
and spent many years
working and
supporting the
National Vietnam
Veterans
Museum.

Her funeral will take
place at the Holy
Trinity Church, Maldon
Victoria at 1.30pm
on Thursday 4th
September.

DEATHS

Michael O’KEEFFE

Service Details:
3747453
Australian Army

The President,
Committee, Members,
Management and
Staff of the Phillip
Island RSL Sub-
Branch deeply regret
to announce the
passing of Michael
O’Keeffe, a respected
Service Member &
former Treasurer of
our Sub-Branch. Our
sincere condolences
are extended to The
O’Keeffe Family.

LEST WE FORGET.

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF THE PHILLIP ISLAND
HEALTH HUB AUXILIARY

The Annual General Meeting of the
Phillip Island Health Hub Auxiliary will
be held at Meeting Room 1, Phillip Island
Community Hospital, Church Street, Cowes on
Thursday 18th September 2025 at 1.00pm **

The business of the Annual General Meeting will be:
1) an update on the affairs of the group,
2) conducting elections for committee,
3) voting on special resolutions (if required)

Those wishing to attend please call our
President/Secretary, Gill Scrase 0431 672 777,
Vice President, Debbie O’Donnell 0400 297 452
or just come along on the day.

At the conclusion of the meeting there
will be an ordinary meeting of the
Phillip Island Health Hub Auxiliary.

**Please enter through the Urgent Care Centre entrance.

vystésoar

SITUATIONS VACANT

NEWHAVEN
COLLEGE

Newhaven College is an independent
co-educational school on Phillip Island
offering quality education for students
from Prep to Year 12

Due to the expansion of our Junior School
Newhaven College is seeking applications for:

Full Time Junior School Classroom Teacher for
the 2026 school year.

For more information and details on requirements, duties
and responsibilities, visit our website.

Commencement start of the 2026 school year.
Applications to be submitted to:
recruitment@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Applications close Wednesday 17
September, 2025

Newhaven College is a child safe environment. Every child has a right

to be safe, and at the College we have a zero tolerance for child safety
risks (including child abuse and reportable conduct). As such, preferred
applicants will be subject to child protection screening, background and
reference checks, verification of identity checks and must adhere to the
College’s child safe practices, as outlined in the Child Protection Program
policies available on the College website.

Anchorage Studio, Ventnor.

ART CLASSES

Mon: 9.30-12.30;

Tues & Wed: 9.30-12.30 & 1.30-4.30.
Realism — working with either scratchboard
or charcoal/pencil or watercolour.
Email or text your preference to
scratchboardartclasses@gmail.com
or 0437 878 174.

Special fees for Seniors.

V6208001

We are seeking applicants for the
following positions:

Front of House
Barista
Chef

Develop your hospitality skills and
embrace a unique environment at
the iconic Phillip Island Grand Prix
Circuit during the 2025 MotoGP.

Please visit our website to view
the full position requirements.
www.phillipislandcircuit.com.au/
contact/careers

Please email your resume to
info@phillipislandcircuit.com.au

vv9tésoar

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its
journalism in accordance with
the guidelines of the Australian
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity

1. Ensure that factual material
in news reports and elsewhere
is accurate and not misleading,
and is distinguishable from
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or
other  adequate  remedial
action if published material
is significantly inaccurate or
misleading.

Fairness and balance

3. Ensure that factual material
is presented with reasonable
fairness and balance, and that
writers’ expressions of opinion
are not based on significantly
inaccurate factual material or
omission of key facts.

4. Ensure that where material
refers adversely to a person,

a fair opportunity is given for
subsequent  publication  of
a reply if that is reasonably
necessary to address a possible
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person’s
reasonable expectations  of
privacy, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing
materially  to  substantial
offence, distress or prejudice,
or a substantial risk to health
or safety, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency

7. Avoid publishing material
which has been gathered by
deceptive or unfair means,
unless doing so is sufficiently in
the public interest.

8. Ensure that conflicts of
interests are avoided or
adequately disclosed, and that
they do not influence published
material.

yveessoar

Our Lady Star of the Sea
Primary School Cowes

TENDER NOTICE

Our Lady Star of the Sea Primary School
Cowes is accepting tender applications for
Cleaning Services.

All tenders must be submitted to:
Catherine Blackford — Principal
PO Box 444
Cowes Vic 3922
or info@olsscowes.catholic.edu.au

Please contact the school on 03 59511700
for further information.

Tenders will be received until
Friday, September 5th at 4pm

A current Working with Children Card and
Public Liability must be held for the
successful application to be considered.

PUBLIC NOTICES

ORIA | Ereroy
State Enwror\ment ]
Government and Climate Action

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR APPOINTMENT TO COASTAL CROWN LAND
COMMITTEES OF MANAGEMENT

Do you want to play a role in managing a valuable community asset?
The Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action, on behalf
of the Minister for Environment is seeking expressions of interest from
people willing to nominate for a three-year appointment to one or more
of the following Committees of Management.

Corinella Foreshore Reserve Committee Incorporated

Lang Lang Foreshore Reserve Committee Incorporated

Loch Sport Foreshore Committee Incorporated

Port Franklin Public Purposes and Recreation Reserve Incorporate

Shallow Inlet Camping and Recreation Reserve Incorporated

Walkerville Foreshore Reserve Committee Incorporated

Marketing, Tourism and Media
Community Engagement
Stakeholder Management

Volunteer & Employee
Management

Secretarial & Administration Skills

Indigenous Values & Cultural
Heritage

These committees are made up of volunteers who are responsible for
guiding the management, protection and development of the Reserve,
on behalf of the local and wider Victorian community.

To ensure the best possible management of the Reserve, to work with
other public land managers and to participate in planning of the Coastal
Reserve’s future, applicants will be shortlisted based on their skills,
experience and knowledge in one or more of the following areas:

Grant Application and
Management

Financial Management
Business & Strategic Planning
Building and Asset
Management

Environmental & Coastal
Biodiversity Conservation

To apply visit www.boards.vic.gov.au and search for the committee you
are interested in submitting an application with under ‘Search board
vacancies’ and click Apply now.

Applicants with further enquiries or those with difficulties in accessing
the documents should contact Fiona Munson on 0436 616 617 or email
fiona.j.munson@deeca.vic.gov.au. You may also use the National
Relay Service on 1300 555 727 or 133 677 (TTY number) if required.

Expressions of Interest close midnight 21 September 2025

Information about DEECA at www.deeca.vic.gov.au

vv9ozésoar

FS4681

SOUTH GIPPSLAND ORCHID SOCIETY INC

35TH ANNUAL
ORCHID SHOW

Friday 12th September 9.30-4.30pm
Saturday 13th September 9.30-4.00pm

Wonthaggi Workmen’s Club
75 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

ADMISSION $5.00 (cash sales only)
Plant Sales ¢ Orchid Supplies * Repotting Demonstrations

For Further info call Julie Kilgour 0409 964 476
or Julie Dunn 0419 139 233.
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Join the free guided “behind the scenes” tour of Berninneit next Tuesday, September 9 at 11am. Book your space now at

trybooking.com.

Behind the scenes at Berninneit

ARTS

Bass Coast Shire Council is of-
fering free, guided tours of Ber-
ninneit, starting from next Tues-
day, September 9 at 11am.

The tour, on a Tuesday morn-
ing, will give a “behind the scenes”
look at the centre, led by centre
staff “and expert hosts”, ready to
answer all your questions.

The half an hour tours will let
the public:
¢ Explore meeting rooms,

kitchen facilities, art gallery,
MYLI library, kiosk and the-

atre stage — including behind-
the-scenes access.

¢ Hear about the technical ca-
pabilities and facilities of the
building.

¢ Get room details, pricing, and
booking info on the spot.

“We are so thrilled that these
tours are now available to our
community — to ensure every-
one has the opportunity to get
inside and see what possibili-
ties are available for themselves,
their companies, organisations
and creative groups,” said Bass
Coast Shire Council Mayor, Cr

Rochelle Halstead.

“We have had over 1000 ac-
tivations in the space since it
opened with nearly half of all
events being locally produced.

“We have some fantastic feed-
back that the team are looking
forward to sharing with every-
one on these tours and of course
encouraging even more locals
to come into these magnificent
world-class spaces,” she said.

The tours are free, but book-
ings essential.

Reserve your free spot via
www.trybooking.com/DEOHL

Aldred joins Speaker’s Panel in parliament

POLITICS

Mary Aldred, the member for
Monash has wasted no time
making her presence felt in
parliament.

Since being sworn in in July,
she’s delivered her maiden
speech, put a question to the
Prime Minister about energy
prices, and spoken on the floor
of parliament about the im-

portance of regional “bricks
and mortar” banks, and most
recently, the role of regional
media.

She’s taken on the role of
Deputy Chair of the Commu-
nications, the Arts and Sport
committee and is part of the
Public Accounts and Audit
committee.

Last week it was announced
Ms Aldred had also been ap-

pointed to the Speaker’s Panel.

This role could see her in the
chair at parliament on behalf of
the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Milton Dick MP.

Ms Aldred said it was “a
great honour” to have been ap-
pointed, while the Speaker said
he knew she would “carry this
responsibility with pride and I
thank her for taking on this im-
portant role”.

Around 250 metres of boardwalk will be upgraded and resurfaced with non-slip
material. There will be staged closures of individual structures, but the main
Cowes-Rhyll shared trail between Conservation Hill and McIlwraith Road will

remain open.

Rhyll Inlet boardwalk
upgrade set to begin

INFRASTRUCTURE

Phillip Island Nature Parks
said boardwalks and a view-
ing platform at Rhyll Inlet are
set to be upgraded, to create an
improved nature experience for
trail users.

Around 250 metres of board-
walk will be upgraded and re-
surfaced with non-slip material.
New handrails will also be in-
stalled.

The wetland boardwalk look-
out, previously closed due to dis-
repair, is planned to be removed
due to the high environmental
impact of rebuilding the struc-
ture in such a sensitive environ-
ment.

The upgrades will take place
between Conservation Hill and
Mcllwraith Road and will run
between October and December
excluding school holiday periods.

There will be staged closures
of individual structures, but the
main Cowes-Rhyll shared trail
between Conservation Hill and
Mcllwraith Road will remain
open.

Cyclists and walkers are en-
couraged to use the recently
completed Stage Three of the
Cowes Rhyll Trail, which was

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Yes to Cypress

I am writing in response to Nic
Frances Gilley (Advertiser, Au-
gust 27, 2025), to highlight the
historical and ecological sig-
nificance of the Golden Cypress
trees along Thompson Avenue,
first planted in 1912 by dedicat-
ed community members. These
trees symbolise not only our
connection to the past but our
commitment to preserving our
environment for future genera-
tions.

The establishment of Thomp-
son Avenue is linked to the devo-
tion of Mr and Mrs Thompson,
both of whom served as coun-
cillors and tirelessly worked for
the welfare of our community.
In recognition of their efforts,
the thoroughfare was named
Thompson Avenue, honouring
their legacy. Each tree planted
along this avenue until 1935 was
named after the individual who
planted it, with meticulous re-
cords maintained. This tradition
of honouring community contri-
butions is invaluable and merits
our attention.

In 1993, the Friends of the

Thompson Avenue Golden Cy-
press group was formed to pro-
mote the care and preservation
of these trees and celebrate their
historical significance. While
it’s true that Golden Cypress
trees are not native to our area,
Mr Thompson chose them for
several beneficial reasons:

Drought tolerance: Once es-
tablished, these trees require
less frequent watering, making
them ideal for our changing cli-
mate.

Pest and disease resistance:
Their natural resistance reduc-
es the need for chemical treat-
ments, promoting a healthier
environment.

Environmental benefits:
Golden Cypress trees filter air
pollutants, enhance air quality,
and provide habitats for various
birds and beneficial insects.

Erosion control: Their ro-
bust root systems stabilize soil,
which is essential for prevent-
ing erosion on slopes and land-
scaped areas.

Aesthetic value: Their natu-
ral pyramidal shape and layered
branches enhance our commu-

nity’s beauty and is admired by
locals and tourists.

Preserving the Golden Cy-
press trees of Thompson Avenue
is crucial for their beauty, en-
vironmental benefits, and cul-
tural significance. With respect,
I urge you and the community
to prioritise the ongoing main-
tenance and protection of these
historic trees, ensuring future
generations can appreciate this
remarkable heritage.

Marnie Chadwick, Cowes

Daffodil Day thanks

I'm writing to share my appre-
ciation and thanks to every Vic-
torian who supported Cancer
Council’s Daffodil Day.

Nearly all of us have been
impacted by cancer — whether
directly or through the experi-
ences of a loved one — and it’s
incredibly sad that about one in
two of us will be diagnosed with
cancer by the age of 85.

But, each year, the Daffodil
Day message is one of hope. Not
just for today, but for the future
too.

When we urged Victorians

to get behind our campaign and
its goal of raising $4 million na-
tionally for life-saving cancer
research, we also asked them to
share hope across the commu-
nity.

The response was humbling,
and it was heartwarming to see
the immense level of generosity
shown, far and wide. Whether it
was fundraising, volunteering,
raising awareness, participating
in the Daffodil Day Dip, or sup-
porting the efforts of others — in-
cluding buying a daffodil —every
single person who contributed
can feel proud they have helped
drive positive change.

Thanks to this kindness, I'm
pleased to share we were able to
reach — and exceed - our fund-
raising target.

Last year, Cancer Council
Victoria invested approximately
$27 million in research to dis-
cover the next cancer break-
throughs. And now, thanks to
community support for Daffo-
dil Day, we can do even more
to grow world-class research,
helping increase survival rates
and give hope for a cancer-free

completed in partnership with
Bass Coast Shire Council.

Projects Coordinator at the
Nature Parks, Andrew Dal-
linger, said the boardwalk up-
grades would not only encour-
age visitors to explore the Rhyll
area, but improve access to a
lesser-known part of Phillip Is-
land (Milawul).

“Two sections of gravel trail,
either side of the wetland board-
walk, will be improved as part of
the project,” said Mr Dallinger.

The works are part of the Na-
ture Parks ongoing commitment
to reduce safety risks and im-
prove public access around the
island.

“These upgrades are part
of a longer-term capital works
program and are an example of
successful eco-tourism directly
funding public assets,” said Mr
Dallinger.

“We thank the community
for their understanding dur-
ing short-term closures to allow
work to be conducted safely and
efficiently and ultimately enable
long-term safety and benefits for
all trail users.”

For project updates, please
visit www.penguins.org.au/
about/our-community/projects-
and-maintenance/

~V
4/
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future.
To everyone who got involved
—thank you.

Todd Harper AM, CEO of
Cancer Council Victoria

Good Samaritan

I wish to acknowledge, through
your newspaper, my indebted
gratitude to the kind, honest,
Good Samaritan who found my
lost bank card, driving license
and three other cards which
had fallen out of my phone case
whilst walking along Cowes
Beach on Thursday August 14.

They handed them into the
local police station. You can
imagine my distress, as I was on
holiday from Ireland, and stay-
ing just two nights with relatives
at Smiths Beach.

Due to operational regula-
tions, the police officer was un-
able to reveal the name of the
person, nor address, as I wished
to offer a reward. In light of this,
I shall be giving a donation on
behalf of the person concerned
to Croi, my local Heart Charity
in Galway.

Penny Cahill, Ireland
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Janet Tongue, Sarah Pedersen, Joy Pedersen and Lisa Martindale - the team behind the successful Shades of Pink fundraiser.

Shades of Pink raises the bar

FUNDRAISER

The annual Shades of Pink
lunch on August 23 raised over
$10,000 for Eastern Health’s
Breast and Cancer Centre.

The lunch at the Phillip Is-
land Football Netball Club, or-
ganised by Sarah Pedersen, was
supported by the club with a
pink round, with players wear-
ing pink socks and ribbons, and
the A-Grade netballers sporting
special pink uniforms.

The sold-out lunch was sup-
ported by generous donations
from local businesses.

Sarah said she was thrilled
with the success of the event and
thanked the club for its support.

“Our Phillip Island Football

Netball Club came together
embracing pink socks in footy
and wearing pink ribbons for
netball, buying pink T-shirts,
beanies, and our footy oval lines
painted pink,” she said.

“It was a day of sending a
powerful message of support
and solidarity for those affected
by breast cancer.

“It’s more than just a colour ...
it’s a symbol of our commitment
to making a difference.”

Sarah also thanked the busi-
nesses whose major donations
contributed to the success of the
lunch: Bear & Wood, Bloem Flo-
rist-Cowes, S&J Bathroom Ren-
ovations, Terry White Chemist,
Penny Lane Café, Gifted Things
Hampers, The Store Ventnor,

Her Day spa Cowes & San
Remo, Purple Hen Winery, Gr-
enache Wine Bar, Phillip Island
Nature Parks, Flowers of Phillip
Island, Tyde, Phillip Island Win-
ery, Phillip Island Grand Prix
Circuit and Ember & Oak.

“Thanks too, to our individual
donors including Kerri-Anne for
our balloon displays, our club
chef Andrew, and Lisa Martin-
dale, Janet Tongue and Joy Ped-
ersen, the set up queens,” said
Sarah.

“And of course, Chris and
Jodie Ross.”

As the popular event sells out
quickly every year, Sarah has
plans to expand the Shades of
Pink fundraising.

“I'would also like to announce

Shades of Pink A Grade netballers in their pink uniforms, in support of the fundraiser.

Janet Tongue, Trish Briggs winner of the Gifted Things Hamper, and organiser

Sarah Pedersen.

Jo Savonna, Jade Potter, new Western Bulldogs recruit Zac Walker, Rachel
Cameron and Kara Weston at the Shades of Pink fundraiser on August 23.

Iam planning a formal dinner in
May to continue raising aware-
ness of this important cause
where we can all frock up enjoy
a night out and come together in
support of something that truly
matters.

“More details to come soon!”

Sarah co-founded Shades of
Pink in 2017 with her friends
Kat Coopersmith and Sarah Al-
len, to support the Breast and
Cancer Centre at Maroondah
Hospital.

The charity was initially
linked to football clubs in the
Eastern League, which estab-
lished a pink round, with clubs
hosting ladies luncheon fund-
raisers.

When Sarah and her family

moved to Phillip Island seven
years ago, she decided to “bring
a little pink to the island”.

Through all its fundraising,
Shades of Pink has been able
to purchase a 3D mammogram
machine, 3D biopsy system
and a portable ultrasound for
use at the Breast and Cancer
Centre at Maroondah Hospital,
and funded wages for a breast
cancer nurse, plus ground-
breaking research through
Health4Her.

Earlier this year, Sarah was
named Bass Coast 2025 Com-
munity Leader for her work as
co-founder of the Shades of Pink
charity.

To support Shades of Pink:
www.shadesofpink.com.au/

Andrea Taylor, Mary Taylor and Janet Tongue at the Shades of Pink lunch, with
raised over 510,000 for Eastern Health’s Breast and Cancer Centre.

Shades of Pink ladies enjoying their lunch on August 23 at the Phillip Island Football Netball Club, which raised over
$10,000 for Eastern Health's Breast and Cancer Centre.



Gipp

at World Championships

SWIMMING

Singapore was the destination for sev-
eral Gippsland Masters Swimmers
competing at the World Aquatics Mas-
ters Championships in Singapore last
month.

The event, attracting swimmers from
around the world who have swum quali-
fying times, has swimmers aged from
20-95 competing in events in all four
strokes in distances from 50m to 400m.

Traralgon Master Blasters represen-
tatives were Shannon Lorimer, Andrew
Somerville, Charlie Pragnell and Nata-
sha Hughes and South Gippsland Bass
was represented by Janice Legg.

They represented their club with
great pride both individually and in re-
lays.

All the Traralgon swimmers swam
PBs with Shannon the highest place-
getter — 11th in the 40-44 age group
200 fly.

South Gippsland Bass was represented by Janice
Legg at the World Championships in Singapore.

Janice’s results (65-69 age group):

100 Breaststroke — 22nd 1:57.44 (PB by
0.95 sec).

50 Freestyle — 36th 44.64 sec.

50 Backstroke —22nd 52.02 sec (1.81 sec PB).
50 Breaststroke —26th 52.22 sec (1 sec PB).

SPORT

sland Masters shine

It was all smiles at the Con Amalos swim meet in Morwell, as Gippsland’s young swimmers kicked off
the 25/26 season with energy, confidence and plenty of team spirit.

First GSI meet at Morwell

SWIMMING

It was all smiles at the Con Amalos swim
meet in Morwell on Sunday for the first
GSI of the 25/26 season.

The event, hosted by the Morwell
swim club had many of the younger com-
petitors of the region in attendance, with
the 25-metre pool helping boost their

confidence.

Swimmers from all seven Gippsland
clubs were in attendance and there was a
lot of excitement as the young swimmers
tried their best.

Also in attendance were a handful of
older swimmers, trying to get their last
required qualifying times for the Age
State Championships in a fortnight.
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Free pickleball sessions for women

HEALTH

To encourage more women
to get back to being active,
free pickleball lessons are
being offered in Rhyll on
Phillip Island, as part of
the Gippy Girls Can Week
in September.

Research by VicHealth
has shown that 52 per cent
of woman fear being judged
while being physically ac-
tive, preventing them from
prioritising their health.

This is especially true
for mums who have been
busy raising their young
children.

The Gippy Girls Can
Festival, building on Vi-
cHealth’s This Girl Can
Victoria campaign, has
teamed up with the Rhyll
Tennis Club.

They’re offering free
pickleball sessions to
show women how easy
and supportive it can be to
start, or get back to, being
more active.

Pickleball is a low
impact game played on
around a third of the area
of a standard doubles ten-
nis court.

It’s been described as a
cross between badminton,
ping pong and tennis.

Small solid bats are
used to hit a perforated
plastic ball across court,
which calls more on clever
tactics and a sense of hu-
mour, than skill and power.

Rhyll Tennis Club Vice
President Amanda Walker
explains.

The Rhyll Picklers playing group is offering a limited number of “Come
and Try Pickleball” sessions on September 9 and 12 between 10.30am
- 12pm. Some of the regular Rhyll Pickler team getting ready to play
pickleball in Rhyll (from left): Vicky, Deb, Leah and Rebecca.

“With a small court
there’s less running than
tennis.

“But with a lighter ball,
your reflexes and ability
to laugh will prepare you
well for some unpredict-
able ball behaviour de-
pending on wind and the
way it hits the court.

“We have a very socia-
ble and supportive group
who cheer each other on
to learn and have fun,”
Amanda said.

Many started pickleball
after not playing any sport
before.

“We usually play dou-
bles, which results in lots
of fast rallies and cheeky
tactics to win points.

“And there’s an interna-
tional trend of people pop-
ping into play at local clubs.

“We’ve had visitors
from Canada, America,
and Asia already.”

These fun, social and
accessible aspects of pick-
leball help explain why its
Australia’s fastest grow-
ing sport.

The Rhyll Picklers play-
ing group is offering a lim-
ited number of “Come and
Try Pickleball” sessions
on September 9 and 12 be-
tween 10.30am - 12pm.

The sessions are fol-
lowed by a catch-up chat
with cups of tea, biscuits
and friendly banter.

For women (18 and over)
interested in registering,
please email: rhylltennis@
gmail.com

For more Gippy Girls Can
activities, go to: gippygirls-
can.com.au/opportunities

Korrine and District grand finals

TENNIS

On August 23 Wonthaggi Tennis club
hosted the Korrine and District Junior
Tennis Association grand finals.

Wrapping up the winter season with
some much-appreciated sunshine, the
day saw six divisions represented from
Pennant through to section five.

Teams from Westernport, Phillip Is-

Section 5 runners up from Phillip Island were
Alexandra and Isabel Zoanetti.

land, Korumburra, Leongatha, Inverloch,
Wonthaggi and Lang Lang made up the
winter competition.

Congratulations to all the grand final
winners and runners up for their out-
standing efforts.

A special thank you to all the junior
players, parents, coaches, team manag-
ers and committee members for another
enjoyable season.

yvegogoor
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Breakers head into finals

SOCCER

u15 Girls

The U15 Girls capped their home-
and-away season with a tough
clash against fellow ladder lead-
ers, Drouin Dragons Yellow.

Determined to hold top spot,
the Breakers came out strong,
with Hannah, Mia, Talia and
Izzy anchoring the defence and
Ariana outstanding in goal.

Despite tireless midfield ef-
forts from Grace, Tamsin, Lily
T and Georgia and Ebony’s sup-
port in goal, Drouin struck early
in both halves and went on to a
5-0 win to secure the minor pre-
miership.

The Breakers showed resil-
ience and unity throughout and
can be proud of their growth this
season as they now prepare for a
semi-final on September 14.

U14 Mixed

The Penguins wrapped up the
home-and-away season with a
13-2 win over Mirboo North on a
chilly Sunday morning.

Reuben opened the scoring
early, before Blake added another.
Mirboo North struck back with
a penalty, but the Penguins re-
sponded strongly after half-time.
Hannah and Oisin dominated the
wing, creating chances for Reu-
ben, who finished with six goals.

The defence held firm, while
Blake, Oisin, Tamsin and James
also found the net.

Mirboo North managed a late
second, but the Penguins’ pres-
sure proved decisive. The team’s
improvement reflects coaches
Marco and Callum’s efforts.

Finals opponents will be con-
firmed this week.

Ui2A

Phillip Island Under 12A team
finished the season with a strong
performance beating Mirboo
North 10-2.

Some wonderful passing from
the team and link up play caused
the Mirboo North defence trouble
throughout.

The first goal of the game was
a free Kick from outside of the
box which Ryder cooly placed in
the top corner.

U12A soccer player Harry scoring one of his five goals from outside the box.

U12A half time team talk.

U15 Girls team Hannah showing determination and focus against the opposition.

Goals followed from Harry
who picked up five before the end
of the game and a number of as-
sists. Flynn scored two, Mitch
scored a rocket from the edge of

the box and Marlo scored one.

Some of the goals scored came
from brilliant passages of pass-
ing and some wonderful individ-

ual skills.

It capped off a fantastic sea-
son for the Ul12A team who have
ended up taking out first place on
the ladder after a very dominant
season.

The team can look ahead to
finals now which will start next
week in Drouin for the semi-final.

Soccer results, Round 18

Breakers 6 d Mirboo North Unit-

Senior Women’s: Phillip Island
Breakers 18 d Mirboo North
United 1.

Men’s Reserves: Phillip Island
Breakers 5 d Trafalgar Victory 0.
Under 17 Mixed: Phillip Island

ed 0.

Under 15 Girls: Drouin Dragons
Yellow 5 d Phillip Island Break-

ers 0.

Under 14 Mixed: Drouin Dragons

Maroon Yellow 6 d Phillip Island
Stingrays 0. Phillip Island Pen-
guins 8 d Mirboo North United 2.
Under 12A Mixed: Phillip Island
Breakers 8 d Mirboo North Unit-
ed 2.

Under 12B Mixed: Phillip Island
Stingrays 7 d Trafalgar Victory
1.

Jasira Denham fights for the ball under the post during the U17s elimination

final win over Koo Wee Rup.

Island netballers final fever

NETBALL

Phillip Island’s Under 17s han-
dled the pressure of finals with
style, overcoming Koo Wee Rup
44-25 in wet and slippery condi-
tions.

It was a close contest in the
opening half, with both sides
pushing hard, but Phillip Island
stayed composed and chipped
away quarter by quarter to build
their lead.

Aisha and Ava were steady in
goals, converting well despite the
heavy rain.

Ellie worked tirelessly through
the centre, providing calm direc-

tion, while Piper and Abbey add-
ed speed and drive in midcourt.

In defence, Olivia was out-
standing in goal defence, sup-
ported by Kate and Jasira, who
shut down Koo Wee Rup’s attack
with smart pressure.

Tilly was also strong in de-
fence and even had a surprise
stint as goal shooter, showing her
versatility and giving the crowd
something to cheer about.

The Islanders’ teamwork
shone through as they grew
stronger with every quarter, pull-
ing away in the final term to seal
the win.

Best on Court: Olivia Holmes.

B Grade girls through to next round

NETBALL

The Kilcunda Bass B Grade net-
ballers hit their home court for
the elimination final determined
to prove they belonged on the big
stage. Facing a strong Dalyston
side, Bass showed intent from
the first whistle. The opening
minutes went goal for goal be-
fore nerves settled and the attack
clicked into rhythm.

With defensive pressure forc-
ing turnovers that were swiftly
converted, Bass stormed to an
eight-goal lead at quarter time.

The energy only grew, with
smart attacking play and fearless
defence stretching the margin to
15 by half time.

By the third term, momentum
was firmly with Bass and belief
surged. Dalyston fought hard
in the final quarter, but Bass re-
fused to let up, every player ex-
ecuting their role with grit and
confidence.

Backed by a vocal crowd, the
girls powered to a commanding

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31 | HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK. LOW TIDE IS MARKED IN RED.

WED 3 SEP THU 4 SEP

12:52 am
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1:30 am
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Low Low

7:56 am
263 m

8:45 am
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1:19 pm
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Low

7:16 pm
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8:01 pm
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HIGH
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Low

HIGH

Low

HIGH

2:15am
0.80m

9:44 am
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3:00 pm
1.50 m

9:04 pm
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SAT 6 SEP SUN 7 SEP

3:15am
0.87m

4:32 am
0.89m
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10:52 am

2.50m
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HIGH 257m

HIGH HIGH
4:15 pm
1.49m

5:35 pm

LOW
o 1.36 m

Low Low

10:25 pm
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11:52 pm

HicH 241m
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(O MON 8 SEP

TUE 9 SEP

5:49 am
0.86 m

HIGH 1:07 am
2.59m

6:56 am
Low 0.80 m

1:00 pm
268m

6:42 pm
1.14m

1:51 pm

HIGH
CH 279m
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Low 0.89m

50-37 win.

Best on court was Kira Ham-
ilton. A brilliant all-round per-
formance, setting up a semi-final
showdown with belief and mo-
mentum.

u15s

It wasn’t the U15 Girls’ day on
Saturday, but it was certainly
their year.

After a season of hard work,
reaching finals was a win in it-
self. Facing ladder leaders Cora
Lynn was always going to be
tough, yet the girls started strong,
going goal for goal early.

Once Cora Lynn found
rhythm, their accuracy proved
unstoppable despite determined
defensive efforts.

The Breakers never gave up,
showing grit and spirit to the end.

Making finals marks a posi-
tive step forward and the team
should be proud of their growth.

Congratulations on a fantastic
season; onwards and upwards
for Killy Bass Netball.

PHILLIP
ISLAND
MARINE

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
14 Beach Road, Rhyll

OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au
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U12 Blues show pride
in premiership decider

FOOTBALL

The Ul2 Blue Bulldogs faced
Leongatha in the premiership
clash at Korumburra, bursting
through a banner that read “Ev-
ery heart beats true for the red,
white and blue, ¢’'mon doggies,
it’s up to you.”

From the first bounce it was a
dog fight, with tough conditions
making scoring difficult.

At quarter time, the Blues
held a narrow one-point lead.

The second quarter saw the
Parrots take advantage of the
wind, piling on five unanswered
goals.

Despite the efforts of Zed
Findlay and Pheonix Durdin
in defence and Max Robinson
working hard around the packs,
Phillip Island went into the main
break trailing 30-1.

With the sun finally shining
in the third term, the Blues reset
with a simple message: get the
ball and kick it forward.

Noah Hollings and Sam Mar-
tindale provided plenty of drive,
while Kash Scheibel delivered the
team’s only goal from a set shot.

U12 Blue footy team fought hard till the end in their Grand Final against Leon-

gatha.

By the final break, Leongatha
led 39-8.

The Bulldogs entered the last
quarter determined to fight it
out, with Jett Fawaz continuing
his relentless work rate.

Every player had a chance to
take the field and experience the
intensity of finals footy.

Although Leongatha claimed
the flag with a 50-8 victory, the

Blues never lost belief.

Their fight, determination
and unity made coaches and
parents proud, capping off a sea-
son of growth and spirit.

Final Score: Leongatha 50 def
Phillip Island 8.

Best Players: Jett Fawaz, Zed
Findlay, Pheonix Durdin, Max
Robinson, Sam Martindale and
Noah Hollings.

The U14 Blue team gave it their all in the grandfinal against Inverloch, it was a hard fought battle throughout the game,
unfortunately they did not come away with the win, but they certainly can hold their heads high.

Bulldogs battle hard in U14 Grand Final

FOOTBALL

The Ul4 Blue Bulldogs came
into Sunday’s grand final with
pride, determination and belief
after a season built on strong
footy and great camaraderie.

They had earned their place
on the big stage and were
ready to give their all.

Callum Chambers was
fierce in the ruck, while Jax
Marshall, Ry Sheers and Brax
Scheibel worked tirelessly to
move the ball forward.

Captain Balin Riky and Jar-
rah Rutherford lifted the team
with their determination, in-
spiring their teammates in a
tough, scrappy contest.

Taj Piera’s goal in the second
quarter sparked much-needed
energy, while Miller Sund,
Aiden Smith and Riley Whyte
applied impressive pressure
around the ground.

There were solid contribu-
tions from Ari de Fazio, Kai
Denblyden and Archie Dal-
linger, while Kolby Carton was
rock-solid in defence.

Speed and skill came from
Tijian Coldora and Flynn Ri-
ley, with Archie Robinson,
Spencer Smith, Max Car-
ville, Rocco Archer and Hugo
Wright also making valuable
plays.

At half time, the scores were
locked at one goal apiece, with

Inverloch narrowly ahead by
two points.

The second half remained
an arm wrestle, with neither
side able to break clear until
late in the game.

The Bulldogs continued to
compete fiercely, urged on by
the loud support of families
and friends.

While Inverloch eventually
secured a 10-7 win, the Bull-
dogs’ effort, teamwork and re-
silience shone through.

Under coaches Lucas Piera
and Chris Dallinger, the team
has built incredible memories,
friendships and a love for the
game, achievements that go
well beyond the scoreboard.

Finals hopes dashed for KB

FOOTBALL
u1eé

An elimination final against a
quality outfit in Inverloch saw
the rooms buzzing with excite-
ment.

For nearly every player, this
was their first final of any kind.

Slippery conditions saw the
game get off to a scrappy start
with a highly contested affair.

The midfield pair of Charlie
and Pez, (without their partner
in crime Blake unfortunately out
with injury), led the way with
tough relentless pressure.

The second and third terms
saw a lift in intensity by the
boys.

Young Ty winning the ruck
battle and giving first use to on-
ball brigade saw several forward
entries but couldn’t capitalise on
the scoreboard.

Down back, the ever-improv-
ing Hayden who was given the
tough task of playing on one of
the league’s leading goalkickers,

rarely lost a one-on-one contest
and with the future star Seb
Rennie, defended exceptionally
all day.

In the final quarter and with
the game out of reach, Kilcunda
Bass boys fought right up to the
final siren, with a great snap for
goal by Ty in the dying minutes
giving the group some much de-
served reward for their efforts.

A great year by the boys.

They should all be very proud
of what they have achieved.

The club has a bright future
with this group.

Well done everybody.

Seniors
A disappointing loss against the
Island in the final this week.

The boys battled really hard
and played as a team.

The boys took it right up
to Phillip Island, but they just
slipped away.

Although not the result Killy
Bass wanted, a really good fin-
ish to a great season.

On the

GOLF

Tuesday, August 26

Men’s 18H Comp Stableford
Overall winner: Barry Melven
(37) 39.

A Grade winner: A-1 Brendon
Corvino (12) 35

A-2 winner: Michael Taylor
(11) 34.

B Grade winner: B-1 Chris
Sanderson (16) 38.

B-2 winner: Connor Epifano
(17) 37.

C Grade winner: C-1 Barry
Melven (37) 39.

C-2 winner: Peter Gray (20) 38.

BDL to 35 C/B.

NTP: 7th Alf Micallef, 10th
Gerald Taylor and 17th Brenton
O’Brien.

Men’s 9H Stableford
Overall winner: Ian Samuel (26)
19 pts from Peter Pillar (30) 18

pts C/B.

BDL to 17 pts C/B.
Wednesday, August 27
Women’s 18H Comp Stableford
Overall winner: Jennifer
Fitzgerald (45) 39 pts.

A Grade winner: A-1 Vicki
Ramage (18) 37 pts.

B Grade winner: B-1 Jennifer
Fitzgerald (45) 39 pts.

BDL to 31 pts C/B.

NTP: 7th Jennifer Fitzgerald,
10th Helen Coghlan.
Women’s 9H Stableford
Overall winner: Michelle Pardoe
(18) 19 pts from Kerri Harris (43)
18 pts.

BDL to 17 pts C/B.

Thursday, August 28
Open 18H Stableford
Overall winner: Robert Fabiny
(19) 41 pts.

A Grade winner: A-1 Scott
Lethbridge (2) 34 pts C/B.

A-2 winner: Steven Sloss

green

(12) 34 pts.

B Grade winner: B-1 Robert
Fabiny (19) 41 pts.

B-2 winner: Rick Zolcinski
(18) 39 pts.

C Grade winner: C-1 Ian Row-
ell (20) 34 pts.

C-2 winner: Tony Zoanetti
(22) 32 pts C/B.

BDL to 34 pts C/B.

NTP: 5th Scott Lethbridge,
7th Mark White, 10th Brenton
O’Brien and 17th Ian Smith.
Men’s 9H Stableford
Overall winner: Ian Barker (40)
20 pts C/B from Basil Moloney
(15) 18 pts C/B.

BDL to 15 pts C/B.

Saturday, August 30
Men’s 18H Stableford
Overall winner: Heath Kolac

(32) 40 pts.

A Grade winner: A-1 Steven
Duggan (10) 39 pts.

A-2 winner: Neville Thurgood
(10) 34 pts.

B Grade winners: B-1 Bran-
don Lloyd (17) 38 pts

B-2 winner: Max Mattock (18)
36 pts C/B.

C Grade winners: C-1 Heath
Kolac (32) 40 pts

C-2 winner: Biley Ronalds
(25) 39 pts.

BDL to 33 pts C/B.

NTP: 5th, 7th and 10th Tim
Duff and 17th Steve Regnier.
Women’s 9H Comp Stableford
Overall winner: Celeste Quinton
(34) 35 pts from Tracey Cuff (21)
33 pts.

BDL to 29 pts C/B.

NTP: 7th Tracey Cuff

Sunday, August 31
18H Stableford
Overall winner: Harry Bentley
(12) 39 pts from Zakk Allen-Ry-
an (14) 38 pts.

BDL: to 33 pts.

Red Rocks golf results

Saturday, August 30
Stableford

Winner: Kathryn Reece (32) 36 points.

Sunday, August 31
Stableford

Winner: Doug Collins (18) 42 points.
NTP: Hole 5 Steve Wurt. Hole 10 Steven Cerni.
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Mikka Paulsen flies high in the ruck, with support from teammate Joel Galvin in the Reserves final. More photos at pisra.com.au/sport

FOOTBALL

The Phillip Island Bulldogs
are firing on all cylinders as
both the Seniors and Reserves
storm into the semi-finals.

After thrilling elimination
final victories this weekend,
the club, players and support-
ers are buzzing with excite-
ment.

Seniors shine

The Seniors lit up the field in
an elimination final full of en-
ergy, skill, and determination.

From the opening moments,
Phillip Island’s message was
clear, this team was here to win
and nothing was going to stop
them. Zak Vernon and Cam-
eron Pedersen led the charge
through the midfield, winning
crucial contests and delivering
the ball cleanly to their for-
wards.

Yianni Caffieri’s brilliance
was on full display, slotting
goals at critical moments, while
Jack Taylor, Daniel Pearce and
Mark Collison made relentless
efforts to dominate the field.

The forward line’s compo-
sure ensured that every oppor-
tunity was capitalised on, with
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goals coming from Brendan
Kimber, Billy Taylor, Max Wal-
ton and more.

Despite a strong challenge
from Kilcunda Bass, Phillip
Island’s skill, experience and
team spirit shone through,
sealing a 30-point win and a
semi-final showdown against
Cora Lynn.

Final Score: Phillip Island 13.14
(92) def Kilcunda Bass 9.8 (62).
Goals: Yianni Caffieri 3, Bren-
dan Kimber 2, Max Walton,
Jordy Patullo, Mark Colli-
son, Billy Taylor, Jack Huther,
Cameron Pedersen, Connor
Thompson and Jack Taylor 1.
Best Players: Zak Vernon, Cam-
eron Pedersen, Yianni Caffieri,
Jack Taylor, Daniel Pearce and
Mark Collison.

Reserves triumph
It was a day to remember for
the Reserves, who delivered a
masterclass in teamwork, in-
tensity and finals football.
From the first bounce, Phil-
lip Island set the tone, tackling
hard, moving the ball with pre-
cision and making every con-
test count. Mikka Paulsen and
Lucas Chihotski dominated
the midfield, driving the team

forward with energy and skill,
while Brayden Kleverkamp’s
creativity and Darcy Thomp-
son’s defensive heroics kept
Inverloch-Kongwak at bay:.

Up forward, the scoreboard
pressure was relentless.

Brady Ross and Lucas
Chihotski’s accuracy shone
through and Alexander Officer
and Travis Woodfield added
the finishing touches to an in-
spiring performance.

The final whistle sparked
celebrations as the Reserves
officially punched their ticket
to the semi-finals.

The stage is set for a block-
buster clash against Cora Lynn
Reserves on Sunday, Septem-
ber 7 at 12pm at Inverloch Rec-
reational Reserve. Excitement
is at fever pitch as this young
and determined team chases
finals glory.

Final Scores: Phillip Island 10.6
(66) def Inverloch-Kongwak
4.6 (30).

Goals: Brady Ross and Lucas
Chihotski 3, Alexander Of-
ficer 2, Travis Woodfield and
Brayden Kleverkamp 1.

Best Players: Mikka Paulsen,
Brayden Kleverkamp, Lucas
Chihotski, Darcy Thompson,

Finlay Cousins and Timothy
Niven.

U16 season over

The U16 Island boys played
a close and competitive fi-
nals game against Tooradin,
with the margin tight right up
until the final quarter when
Tooradin managed to slip
away.

Lewis De Fazio kicked two
valuable goals to help to drive
the team forward.

He was well supported by
Sam O’Garey and Levi Ad-
dison, who added one goal
each. Charlie Fischer, Archie
Williams, Hayden Power
and Jack Mascaros all put in
strong performances across
the ground, keeping the Bull-
dogs in the contest for much of
the day.

Despite the result, it was a

great display of spirit and de-
termination from the team.
Final Score: Tooradin 43 def
Phillip Island 31. Goals: Lewis
De Fazio 2, Sam O’Garey and
Levi Addison 1.
Best Players: Charlie Fischer,
Sam O’Garey, Lewis De Fazio,
Archie Williams, Hayden Pow-
er, and Jack Mascaros.

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO
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ALEX sCOTT
AND 5TAFF

COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave

5952 2633

139/48-80 SETTLEMENT ROAD, COWES

Est.1886

* Light filled, spacious layout, overlooking the Phillip
Island Golf Course

* Situated in the Palm Lakes Resort, ideal for
downsizing

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/| car garage

EOI CLOSING SEPT I19TH @ 3PM

(IF NOT SOLD PRIOR)

25 MARLIN STREET, SMITHS BEACH

* Positioned only moments from the iconic Smiths
Beach and a generous block

* Multiple living zones, quality appliances, internal lift,
alfresco area with pizza oven, 4 powered sheds,
raised garden beds fully fenced established yards

* 5 bedrooms/3 bathrooms/4 cars

$1,250,000

9 GURNARD AVENUE, VENTNOR

* Generous 902m? (approx.) allotment, fully fenced
backyard perfect for kids & pets

* Rear balcony with sea glimpses and easy stroll to
Ventnor’s peaceful shoreline, ideal for coastal living

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

$770,000 TO $790,000

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade

5678 5408

6 HALCYON AVENUE, SAN REMO

* Perfectly positioned & well-appointed split-level
home capturing sparkling bay views, stretching to
the horizon

* Enjoy sunrises & sunsets from the large wraparound
decks designed to make the most of the outlook

* 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms & side access to the rear
of the property with space to store a boat or caravan

$899,000 TO $940,000

31 GENISTA STREET, SAN REMO

* Two for one! Best of coastal living with 2 separate
homes perfect for extra rental income or work
studio/office

* Stunning bay views and prime location, 5-minute
stroll to township and 10 minutes to family friendly
swimming beach

5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, double lock up garage,
959m? block

$1,200,000 TO $1,300,000

www.alexscott.com.au
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