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Phillip Island was buzzing with excitement over the MotoGP weekend, with Chris Hemsworth adding star-power off the track, while Australian riders Senna Agius (Moto2) and Joel Kelso (Moto3) celebrated
on the podium. Despite qualifying third for the big race, unfortunately, it wasn't the year for Australian MotoGP rider Jack Miller, here with Chris and Craig Hemsworth trackside. Photo courtesy of AGPC.
See more MotoGP photos and coverage on page 12-13.

Nose dive: after more than 30 years
1sland pool again shelved

AQUATIC CENTRE

Bass Coast Shire’s mayor said
it was a “tough” decision to de-
lay a community pool for Phillip
Island and she empathised with
residents who had fought for one
“for a long time”.

As reported last week, coun-
cillors at the October meeting
voted in support of the amended
Bass Coast Shire Aquatic Strate-
gy, which has Wonthaggi’s pool
upgrade as the priority.

The strategy — which is open
for community feedback until
November 6 - states planning
and advocacy for Phillip Island

will start following completion
of the Wonthaggi redevelop-
ment.

Successive pool committees
and residents have worked to
establish an aquatic centre on
Phillip Island, since the first
pool committee was formed in
1991.

Mayor Rochelle Halstead
told the meeting and about 40
residents in the public gallery at
Berninneit “I feel for Phillip Is-
land, I really do”.

“I know they have been advo-
cating for a long time,” she said.

“It’s a difficult situation with
funding limited at state and fed-
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eral levels. We can’t deliver as-
sets without the support of gov-
ernment.

“We have advocated hard for
a two-pool strategy and we have
fallen flat.

“I congratulate councillors
for making this tough decision.
It hasn’t been an easy decision
because we know how strongly
our communities feel about this.

“I hope people realise it
wasn’t an easy decision.

“We haven’t taken Phillip Is-
land off the future plans and if a
sooner opportunity presents, we
will be all over it.”

Cr Ronnie Bauer said for

years he had “total commit-
ment” to a Phillip Island pool,
but he was “also a realist and
pragmatic”.

“In the current climate our
advocacy only allows for one
aquatic centre,” Cr Bauer said.

“The Wonthaggi pool does
need some very urgent atten-
tion. Not if but when it breaks
down, we have nothing compa-
rable in the shire.

“From a population cen-
tre perspective, renovating
the Wonthaggi swim complex
makes sense and quite frankly
is our only option.

Continued page 9

Your one-stop guide
to Phillip Island, San Remo
and surrounds.
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Monash University and Life Saving Victoria (LSV) need people aged 18+ to help with a research project on how to design more
effective coastal safety signage, at sessions on October 30, at Berninneit (4pm-7pm) and the Penguin Parade (4pm-7pm).

Virtual Reality beach safety session

WORKSHOP

Monash University and Life Saving
Victoria (LSV) are looking for any-
one aged 18+ to help with a research
project on how to design more ef-
fective coastal safety signage.
Participants will take part in
a short virtual reality experience
to test signage and provide feed-
back. There are two opportunities
to be involved, on October 30. The
first session is at Berninneit, from
12pm - 4pm, with another at the
Penguin Parade from 4pm - 7pm.
Each virtual reality experi-
ence runs for 20-25 minutes, with
participants filling out two sur-
veys (one before and one after).
The sessions are part of a
study undertaken by Monash
University and LSV to try and
improve beach safety signage.
Victoria has experienced re-
cord summer drowning tolls in
recent years, with the Bass Coast

Cr Ronnie Bauer
for the Island Ward,
Bass Coast Shire

and Mornington Peninsula iden-
tified as the highest-risk areas.

“Our project aims to refine and
evaluate coastal safety signage to
improve public engagement, un-
derstanding, and prompt action
at these locations,” said Dr Han-
nah Graefe, Manager — Research
and Evaluation at LSV.

“The signs will complement
and not replace current safety
signage in these areas.

“The study is informed by
community engagement, includ-
ing recent focus group partici-
pation, and seeks to address the
needs of diverse beach visitors,
including local residents, interna-
tional tourists, and families.”

The signage being tested in
the virtual reality sessions, were
designed based on feedback from
focus groups.

After feedback from the vir-
tual reality sessions, Dr Graefe
said the signs will be further re-

fined “and eventually installed at
high-risk coastal locations for the
summertime”.

A previous consultation ses-
sion on Phillip Island in Septem-
ber attracted less than a dozen
people. After four people drowned
at Forrest Caves in January 2024,
there were repeated calls by locals
for improved signage, more patrols
and multiple suggestions, both in
the newspaper and social media, for
ways signage could be improved.

The virtual reality sessions on
October 30 are an opportunity for
locals to provide vital feedback
on the best signage options to im-
prove safety at local beaches.

Virtual reality beach safety
sessions, October 30.

12pm - 4pm: Berninneit, 91-97
Thompson Avenue, Cowes.

4pm - 7pm: Penguin Parade.

To register your interest, scan
the barcode or go to: www.sur-
veymonkey.com/r/L2DLQWX

PASEOESEPESES

Lisa Hennessy (right) is taking over the advertising role, with Jane Dore Daly
taking a step back after three decades at the Advertiser.

Changes in our advertising team

After three decades at the Ad-
vertiser, Jane Dore Daly is tak-
ing a step back and handing
over the advertising reins to
Lisa Hennessy.

From this week, Lisa will be
the key person for all advertis-
ing enquiries — you can reach
her on ads@pisra.com.au or
call the office on 03 5952 3201.

Jane is looking forward to
having more time to relax — and
socialise — and says Lisa will
bring a new energy to the team,
and even drag the advertising

“YSuncial Cawe, Nith @om/odm&'o/z,
LKeyect & Digndly”
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system into the 21st century.
“No more word docs and hand-
written notes,” she claims.

Everyone at the Advertiser
will miss the joy and chaos
Jane brings to every day at
work — we couldn’t do what we
do without her.

We’re happy to report Jane
isn’t disappearing completely.
She’ll still be helping out and
filling in when needed.

Anyone wanting to con-
tact Jane can call the office, or
email ads and we’ll pass it on.
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Bass Coast is legally a protected area under State Government law, after the Distinctive Areas and

Landscapes (DAL) last week was approved by the Governor in Council.

DAL i1s now law

PLANNING

Bass Coast is legally a
protected area under State
Government law, after
the Distinctive Areas and
Landscapes (DAL) last
week was approved by the
Governor in Council.

After six years, a
lengthy planning panel,
hundreds of submissions
by residents and intense
lobbying by developers,
the DAL now ensures
town boundaries across
Phillip Island will not be
expanded.

The exception is at Ne-
whaven to Samuel Amess
Drive, as well as San Re-
mo’s town boundary will
expand to allow housing
development through to
Punch Bowl Road.

Planning Minister So-
nya Kilkenny announced
the approval by the Gov-
ernor in Council, which
now locks in the strongest
planning protections in
the state and forms part of
the Victoria Planning Pro-
visions.

A Bass Coast planning
scheme amendment will
now embed protections,
to ensure “the landscape,
environment and lifestyle
that define the region are
preserved well into the fu-
ture” the minister said.

Bass Coast joins the
Bellarine Peninsula, Surf
Coast and Macedon Rang-
es as one of four DAL areas.

“Bass Coast is one of
Victoria’s most iconic re-
gions - from the Bunurong
cliffs to the beaches of
Phillip Island,” Ms Kilken-
ny said.

“This is about ensur-
ing they can be enjoyed
for generations to come
and about protecting the
landscapes, coastlines and
communities that define
Bass Coast, while support-
ing the industries and jobs
that sustain it.”

Member for Bass Jor-
dan Crugnale added Bass
Coast’s coastline, farm-
land and townships “make
it a truly special place to
live, work and visit — now
we’'ve locked in protec-
tions to keep it that way”.

The new policy sets a
50-year vision for the re-
gion’s future, locking in
24 settlement boundaries
across most Bass Coast
townships, with changes

Minister for Planning Sonya Kilkenny (left) with MP for Bass Jor-
dan Crugnale, celebrating after Bass Coast finally and officially
became a Distinctive Areas and Landscape.

to the DAL now requiring
ratification by both Hous-
es of Parliament.

Reactions

In July Bass Coast Shire
councillors endorsed the
DAL, describing it as the
“most influential decision”
they will make, while coun-
cil planners said the DAL
would “impact most deci-
sions that council makes”.

However, the vote in
support of the DAL was
not without contention,
with two councillors rais-
ing concerns about the
implication of the DAL
on homeowners “who
face the threat of retreat
with no insurance cover
... and no indication from
the State Government for
compensation”.

According to the DAL,
existing structures and as-
sets should be “decommis-
sioned or relocated” “away
from areas that are or
will be harmed by natural
hazards”.

Bass Coast Mayor Ro-
chelle Halstead last week
said protections - espe-
cially for the Western Port
Woodlands - were a mile-
stone.

“The Western Port
Woodlands are one of
Victoria’s last remaining
coastal forests and an eco-
logical treasure,” she said.

“Council is currently
seeking State Government
support to complete fur-
ther environmental assess-

ments that will ultimately
lead to greater protection
of the Woodlands. We
hope the state will come to
the table and assist council
with this process”.

She said the DAL ac-
knowledged “what locals
have always known, that
Bass Coast is special”.

“These long-term protec-
tions will help us preserve
our environment, our town-
ships and our way of life for
generations to come.”

Community groups
were “disappointed” that
Newhaven’s town bound-
ary would expand, but
were broadly supportive
of the final DAL.

Phillip Island Conser-
vation Society (PICS) pres-
ident Greg Johnson said it
was a significant strategic
landmark document, par-
ticularly for Phillip Island.

“Permanent settlement
boundaries should prevent
urban sprawl into land-
scapes of state and region-
al significance, many of
which PICS has cared for
over the years. These land-
scapes include the island’s
farmland,” Greg said.

Island Voice president
Peter Paul said he was
“cautiously pleased” with
the DAL.

“Without the DAL there
would have been contin-
ued arguments and prob-
lems. This has put a lot of
that to rest and it will leave
a legacy for the future,”
Peter said.
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Nobbies precinct closed again

TOURISM
Phillip Island Nature
Parks has advised the

Nobbies precinct on the
Summerland  Peninsula
has again been closed to
visitors while further safe-
ty works are carried out,
after strong winds earlier
this month caused dam-
age to the building’s roof
and solar panels.

Nature Parks said it
made this decision to re-
move any risk to the public
while the area is assessed
and made safe.

“Unfortunately, this
means the car park and
boardwalks will stay
closed until further work
can be completed by our
construction contractor to
reduce the risk to visitors,”
a spokesperson stated.

“This work will involve
completely removing the
rooftop solar panels, se-
curing roofing materials
and removing any further
redundance infrastruc-
ture mounted to the roof.

“We understand the
timing of this closure is
disappointing. While we
share in the community’s
frustration, our priority is
ensuring public safety at
all times.”

Following further as-
sessments and inspec-
tions, critical repair works
will commence from this
week. It is hoped the car-
park and boardwalk will
reopen before the Mel-
bourne Cup weekend after

Phillip Island Nature Parks has advised the Nobbies precinct on
the Summerland Peninsula has again been closed to visitors while
further safety works are carried out, after strong winds earlier
this month caused damage to the building’s roof and solar panels.

works are completed and
assessed.

The Boulevard (South-
ern Road), running along
the South coast of the
Summerland Peninsula,
between the Nobbies and
the Penguin Parade, re-
mains open for moving
traffic (no parking).

The Penguin Parade
Visitor Centre is open
from 12pm daily, with
café and retail options and
bathroom facilities avail-
able. Public toilets are also
located at the Penguin Pa-
rade car park.

Repeated closure

Back in June, the Nature
Parks confirmed the Nob-
bies Centre, carpark and
boardwalks would remain
closed until the end of the
month.

At the time, Nature
Parks CEO Catherine
Basterfield said an engi-
neering assessment took
place, “with initial works
focused on ensuring the
building structure is safe
to enable access to the true
attraction of this site - the

boardwalks, the views
and the blow hole”.
“Rectification = works

will be required on parts
of the visitor centre’s exte-
rior,” Ms Basterfield said.

While the centre re-
mained closed, in early
July, the Nobbies board-
walk and car park re-
opened in time for school
holidays, until the most
recent closure.

The centre has been
closed since June, with
engineers confirming it is
not safe to re-open.

Cowes Streetscape
work to recommence

INFRASTRUCTURE

The first section of the
initial phase of the Cowes
foreshore project was com-
pleted before the MotoGP.

With the MotoGP over,
the next phase is now un-
derway and the remaining
work is expected to take
until December 21 to com-
plete.

The site will then be re-
opened to the public, with
work not recommencing

until February 2026.
Council said contrac-
tors Fulton Hogan will

“re-mobilise the site” with

hoarding and set up works

starting this week.
This latest phase will
include:

e Demolition works on the
Esplanade West (same
section as part 1) with
changed pedestrian
movements.

¢ Reconstruction of the
road, lighting, pave-

ments and landscaping.

¢ Kerb and footpath work
and stormwater drain-
age upgrades.

There will be no access
for pedestrians or vehicles
between Thompson Av-
enue and Bass Avenue
during the work. An alter-
native pedestrian access
route is via the foreshore
pathway.

Project updates at: en-
gage.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
cowesforeshoreprecinct

YVE0TE0O
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NEWS

Wellness retreat approved, despite community opposition

PLANNING

Despite 150 objections opposing
it, a wellness retreat in Ventnor
has been given the green light by
Bass Coast Shire councillors.

The permit for 109 Lyall
Street, Ventnor, is for a holistic
health and wellness retreat in a
low-density residential zone, for
which council planners recom-
mended approval.

Under the proposal, the
4000sgqm property would have no
building works, but the use of the
dwelling would see accommoda-
tion for a maximum of five clients
and up to two visiting medical
and holistic practitioners.

Clients would attend “low in-
tensity”, “appointment-only” re-
treats for one week to one month
with “integrated, evidence-based
services focused on whole-per-
son health”.

“The proposed model draws
inspiration from leading thera-
peutic frameworks, such as The
Banyans Wellness Centre, and
aims to provide personalised,
multi-disciplinary care to indi-
viduals seeking support in man-
aging mental health, emotional
wellbeing, and lifestyle-related
conditions,” the permit states.

The Banyans Wellness Centre
website describes itself as offer-
ing “discreet and luxury rehab”
in Brisbane.

However, objectors said the
planning permit was “misleading
in the extreme”, with one stating
while the permit did not say cli-
ents will be treated for drug re-
habilitation and dependency “de-
spite the fact this is one treatment
Banyans health care do”.

Council planners have reassured the community saying an approved wellness retreat in Ventnor will “not be for drug reha-
bilitation nor will it revolve around medication”, but rather will be “a calming environment for relaxation and rejuvenation”.

A continuing theme from ob-
jectors was the location was not
suitable for a drug and alcohol
rehab centre, with concern for
personal safety and safety of chil-
dren and families.

Council planners said the “ex-
tent of community response” was
so large it was “relevant” under
the Planning and Environment
Act, indicating potential to have
a “significant social effect on the
community”.

However, officers then clari-
fied the key concerns and “confu-
sion” raised by objectors with the
applicant.

Officers concluded the pro-
posal “does not seek to provide

substance abuse rehabilitation or
medicinal care in its suite of ser-
vices”, would not follow the Ban-
yans’ model and with minimal
neighbourhood impact.

“Ultimately, the proposed use
of the site will not be for drug
rehabilitation, nor will it revolve
around medication,” officers said.

“It is about holistic health
practices aimed at guiding indi-
viduals through the wellbeing
process.

“It is not expected that this
business will result in an expo-
sure of crime to the local area.
The Wellness Retreat is to be a
calming environment for relax-
ation and rejuvenation.”

Officers said the traffic from
the centre was “unlikely to cause
issues”, with six on-site car spaces.

Humming

Councillors voted in support of
the permit, with conditions, in-
cluding the preparation of an
operational management plan,
which will manage any “potential
adverse amenity”.

Cr Ronnie Bauer said all three
Island ward councillors support-
ed the permit, also acknowledg-
ing objections.

“We need to vote on what is in
front of us, not the conjecture and
whispers that have been swirling
around,” Cr Bauer said.

“I'have visited the site. It is per-
fect for what this application is
asking to do. It is modern, quiet,
secluded and serene.

“Until we have proof to the
contrary, I see no reason to refuse
this application.”

Cr Tim O’Brien said he lived
around the corner from the pro-
posal and had been approached
by concerned residents, but
agreed councillors were vot-
ing on the permit “in front of us,
which is for a wellness centre”.

“People standing on one leg
humming is not going to greatly
disturb the environment,” Cr
O’Brien said.

“It’s for people to find them-
selves.”

He said wellness would be a
“far better use” of the home than
its current use as an Airbnb.

Cr Tracey Bell said the centre
would benefit the tourism economy.

Cr Jon Temby said the permit
had his “full support” and he
couldn’t see clients “being a nui-
sance in any way”.

He said he was reassured
the use of the centre couldn’t be
changed without council approv-
al and agreed Airbnbs created
more problems for neighbours.

The planning permit says the
wellness retreat will include psy-
chology and therapeutic counsel-
ling sessions, yoga, meditation
and mindfulness practice, nutri-
tional and lifestyle education.

“Stays will be guided by a tai-
lored program developed in con-
sultation with allied health pro-
fessionals, designed to support
early intervention, stress recov-
ery, and general wellbeing,” the
permit states.

Rhyll subdivision a step closer

PLANNING

Rhyll is about to get a little bit big-
ger. Since 2007, Rhyll residents
have been fighting over-devel-
opment on the former Swan Bay
caravan parKk site, on Lock Road.

Their battle came to an end
when in 2020 VCAT approved a
proposal for 9-11 Lock Road for
15 townhouses and the removal
of vegetation.

Around the same time, sepa-
rate plans were released for 5
Lock Road: a $2 million develop-
ment for seven units, which in-
cludes one double storey and six
single storey units, as well as the
removal of all existing vegetation.

Now a planning permit for 3
Lock Road to build seven single

ALEX SCOTT
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storey dwellings has moved a
step closer, with the developers
lodging documents with Bass
Coast Shire Council to formerly
subdivide the 2045sqm land to
make way for construction.

The planning permit was ap-
proved in 2023, with the develop-
ers at the time arguing housing
in the municipality had “become
increasingly unaffordable”, and
the development was needed
to address “greater diversity in
housing types to cater to the com-
munity’s needs, including hous-
ing for older people”.

This leaves 1 Lock Road and
7 Lock Road as the only sections
of the former caravan park site
open for development.

In 2020, residents said if 7
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Lock Road was developed at a
later stage, “then cumulatively it
could be a very big development”.

Dating back to 2007, the old
caravan park land has had vari-
ous rejected proposals, opposed
by the community including the
group Rhyll RAID (Rhyll Resi-
dents Against Inappropriate De-
velopment).

One proposal in 2010 (the third
proposal) included an 84-room
residential hotel, with a restau-
rant, meeting room, childcare
facilities, café and bar, gym and
swimming pool, conference cen-
tre and 33 serviced apartments,
as well as a retail component,
alongside 34 dwellings to be used
as serviced apartments. VCAT
rejected this plan.

The former Swan Bay caravan park site, on Lock Road in Rhyll, has been the
subject of community debate for almost a decade. Developers are currently
finetuning the planning permit for 3 Lock Road to build seven single storey

dwellings, ahead of construction.
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Silverleaves gets its final plan to deal with erosion

ENVIRONMENT

An artificial “rock sill” will be
built off Silverleaves’ eroded fore-
shore, with potential for a field
of new groynes in the future,
according to the State Govern-
ment’s final erosion report.

Last week, the government
released the East Cowes and Sil-
verleaves Adaptation Plan, which
provides $1.4 million funding
to Bass Coast Shire Council to
implement the recommended de-
signs and phase one of construc-
tion to protect the coastline.

The plan is the final chapter
in years of anxiety for residents,
with an initial report in August
last year showing in two years,
in a “hotspot” near Sanders Road,
about 16 metres of foreshore had
been lost to erosion.

This led to an angry commu-
nity meeting in September 2024
when attendees asked for expla-
nations and fast solutions to the
erosion.

In April the draft East Cowes
and Silverleaves Adaptation Plan
was released, and a rockbag wall
constructed in the hotspot zone,
with the final report now out.

While light on details and
broadly a replication of the April
draft, page 39 of the final report
details planned erosion solutions.

The plan states the first line
of defence will be to “manage
and renourish (bulldoze sand) in
the “upstream” groyne fields in
Cowes east “to restore sand to the
system”.

The 1970s existing rockwall
east of Coghlan Road will be re-
paired.

The eastern end of this rock
wall will “transition to a low crest-

At Victoria Police, you will enjoy a purposeful career making a real
difference in your community. With more benefits including a
generous starting salary, 9 weeks paid leave, and access to ongoing

This map, on page 39 of the final East Cowes and Silverleaves Adaptation Plan,
shows the planned actions to protect Silverleaves from erosion, including an
artificial rock sill (4) and potentially groynes in the future (5).

ed rock sill”, although no detail is
provided of what a rock sill is, its
design or construction material.

The plan states natural solu-
tions will be trialled around the
rockbag wall area, including con-
tinued bulldozing of sand, and
revegetation behind the rock sill.

“Discrete rock fillets may be
used to naturally bury the rock
sill for visual integration.”

Further east, the plan states
there is an “option” to construct
four groynes, as well as addition-
al groynes - up to 17 towards the
end of Silverleaves - “in the future
to enhance dune resilience and
beach amenity”.

Finally, the plan states the
farthest section of shoreline will
be monitored and “if the erosion
trigger is realised” there will be
further revegetation and bulldoz-
ing of sand, alongside those addi-
tional groynes.

The only details provided
on rock sills in the plan are that
“modelling may be required to en-
sure the effectiveness of the rock
sill or breakwaters design”.

“These models will help assess
their ability to protect the shore-
line and vegetation, while also

directing tidal flows to minimise
erosion and ensure the long-term
stability of the ecosystem.

“Low crested structure may be
lower than traditional seawalls or
revetments.”

The Department of Energy,
Environment and Climate Ac-
tion (DEECA) will work with the
council to hire a consultant to
develop designs and plan for con-
struction.

Bass Coast Mayor Rochelle
Halstead welcomed the $1.4 mil-
lion funding, saying delivery of
these works was now the priority.

“The plan provides a roadmap
for action and has been developed
with extensive community input
and scientific guidance,” Cr Hal-
stead said.

“Council is now working close-
ly with DEECA to plan and stage
these works to ensure the best
possible outcome.”

Reaction
Resident Stephen Lapin wel-
comed the final plan as “a good
result for Silverleaves”.

“The council now has funding
and can go ahead to commence
engineering drawings and put

training and support. Start your career with Victoria Police today.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

This is a cross section of the planned works in the erasion hotspot near Sanders
Road, which will include tree planting, continued bulldozing of sand, and a rock sill.

the project out to tender,” Stephen
said.

“My only concerns are: will
the rock sill work, as it is experi-
mental? And will council finish
the works before the storm sea-
son and high tides in March next
year?”

Stephen said he and fellow
residents met Cr O’Brien and Cr
Bell on the beach last weekend
and also had a “reassuring” email
from Mayor Rochelle Halstead
saying the council was “primed
to get things going now that they
have funding”.

Resident Natalie Gray said she
looked forward to seeing a project
program and more details on the
rock sill.

Cowes East Foreshore Preven-
tative Action Group (CEFPAG)
chair Ken Hailey said despite the
“rather worrying delay”, residents
were happy the plan was under-
way and funding was secure.

“Although the littoral reef (rock
sill) is no doubt experimental, at
least the latest plans recommend
groynes as the next stage if the
planned works do not succeed,”
Ken said.

He said it was imperative the
works were finished before the
start of next winter.

“We are confident council will
make every effort to achieve this

SCAN ME

and the mayor and Island Ward
councillors are all committed to
make this happen.

“Credit must go to Jordan
Crugnale for her work behind the
scenes to make this happen.”

Minister for Environment
Steve Dimopoulos said the plan
was created from community in-
put, and scientific and geotechni-
cal assessments.

He said community feedback
indicated a “distinct preference”
for nature-based intervention
methods and “strong support” for
the solutions in the plan including
dune reconstruction, rock walls,
and groyne fields.

Revegetation in key locations,
by planting native shoreline
plants suited to living in waves,
would help relieve the pressure on
the beaches and prevent erosion,
the minister added.

Member for Bass Jordan Crug-
nale said the adaptation plan was
a welcome step in addressing
coastal erosion and management.

“l want to thank community
members and local residents for
being active, involved and advo-
cates outlining what they value
most about this stretch of West-
ern Port,” Ms Crugnale said.

Details: engage.vic.gov.au/
silverleaves-coastal-adaptation-
pathways
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Spu thanks the community for support

FUNDRAISER

The family of Smiths Beach former spar-
kie Anthony “Spu” Susic — who is confined
to a wheelchair because of multiple scle-
rosis — has thanked the generosity of the
community for a major fundraiser.

Last November, a call was put out for
funding and tradie support to renovate
their house to ensure Spu could use the
bathroom independently.

The call not only saw more than $19,000
raised through a GoFundMe campaign,
but a host of tradies gave their time to build
the new accessible bathroom.

Spu’s wife Mandy said it was difficult to
convey her gratitude in words.

“Oh my god, the difference it has made
is huge,” said Mandy, who is Spu’s full-
time carer.

“In the old, small bathroom manoeu-
vring was so hard and was getting worse.
He fell dozens of times and injured himself
and the only way we could get him up was
with a hoist.

“Now he needs no help and can be in
the bathroom independently. It’s given him
confidence.”

Mandy said the renovation took three
months and saw a former bedroom
transformed into the bathroom thanks
to: Christian from Lamaro Homes who
oversaw the build, helped by Daniel from
Plumbers Now, electrician Lars List, Re-
ece Plumbing, Stephen Fullarton Design,
Lightique, and Jo Viney who sourced dis-
ability equipment. The entire fundraiser

was organised by Peter List, who first met
Spu in the late 80s through surfing on the
island.

While the GoFundMe paid for fixtures,
all trades gave their time free, which Man-
dy estimates was up to $40,000-worth of
skill.

Desperate

Spu and Mandy, who have two children,
Dylan, 21, and Alanah, 17, tried for seven
years to receive National Disability Insur-
ance Scheme funding to renovate their
bathroom, but were knocked back on ev-
ery application.

“The NDIS told us we didn’t fit the cri-
teria for funding and said we should create
a schedule for who can use the bathroom,”
Mandy said.

“But with MS, Anthony can be in the
bathroom for an hour and when he needs
to go, he needs to go.

“And he had dozens of falls, was really
bruised and once cut his head.

“We tried everything to make it work.
We got to the situation where we tried to
get a loan but because we'’re on pensions,
they wouldn’t give us one.

“We didn’t want to think he’d ever go
into a home.”

Spu, 59, ran Cape Woolamai Electrical
from the early 90s to 2014, and 24 years
ago was diagnosed with MS - a degenera-
tive chronic neurological disease which af-
fects the central nervous system. He took
to a wheelchair about a decade ago, when
Mandy became his full-time carer.

Local trades have kindly donated their time over three months to build a fully accessible bathroom for An-
thony “Spu” Susic, who has had multiple sclerosis for 24 years. Here he shows off the new bathroom, with his
teacup poodle companion dog, Poppy.

~

Dr James Khong arrived on Phillip Island
in 1978 to take over the reins from Dr Ben
Weiss, the only resident doctor on the is-
land.

As job descriptions go, this one was
all-consuming - sole medical practi-
tioner to islanders and visitors, on call
24-hours a day, seven days a week.

But James Khong — known as Jim to
his many friends - was well-qualified for
the position: his career included surgi-
cal registrar at Melbourne’s Queen Vic-
toria Hospital and directing emergency
departments at the Preston/Northcote
and Austin hospitals.

Jim, who recently passed away at the
age of 84 after a short illness, was the
last doctor to work alone on the island.

He delivered many babies at Cowes
Warley Hospital and saw multitudes
of emergencies during his 13-years on
the island. Many will recall Jim’s prac-
tice rooms beneath the hospital. Warley
closed in 2008 and was demolished in
2020, a huge loss to the island.

In 1981 Jim was joined by another
resident GP, Dr John Dixon, who estab-
lished a practice in San Remo.

The knowledge that John Dixon was
also an anaesthetist sent a sigh of relief
across the island: these resident medics
meant there was year-round access to
emergency surgery at Warley Hospital
for the first time. And Jim Khong was a
fine surgeon.

Born to a Chinese family in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, in 1941, Jim was the
sixth of nine children.

At age 12 he announced to his fam-
ily that he wanted to be a doctor, and at
15 travelled to Melbourne to attend Mel-
bourne Grammar school.

Jim studied medicine at Monash Uni-
versity, graduating in 1967.

While Jim’s work on Phillip Island
was demanding he had an infectious
zest for life, enjoyed socialising, and
made many lifelong friends.

They included the late artists Eric
Juckert and Jason Monet — Jim re-
mained close to Doris Monet and her
four daughters - Island Surfboards co-
founder Matt Ryan and his wife Jill, and
other islanders too numerous to men-
tion here.

In addition to medicine Jim was in-

Obituary - Dr James Khong

Dr James Khong with his daughters Natasha
and Sophia. Dr Khong arrived on Phillip Island
in 1978 and was the last doctor to work alone
on the island.

volved with the film industry through
his friendship with the late director Paul
Cox, and he was on the board of the
Australian Film Institute.

After leaving the island Jim had prac-
tices in South Melbourne and the Queen
Victoria Centre, wrote a book, and con-
tinued to life to the full.

Jim retired in 2017 after 50-years in
medicine. His children — Ben, Dan, Na-
tasha and Sophia — decided to honour
their father’s remarkable life with party
rather than a conventional funeral.

“It’s more Dad’s style,” said Ben at
The George Hotel in South Melbourne
recently, which was filled with Jim’s
family and friends, including many
from Phillip Island.

Speakers included Jim’s sister, his
children, granddaughter Isabella, and
former island GP Dr Paul Flood.

Jim assisted at the birth of Paul and
Narella Flood’s daughter, Alexandra, at
Warley Hospital. Today Alex Flood is a
well-known opera star.

Her magnificent soprano voice
soared across the venue as she sang Ave
Maria to farewell Dr James Khong - a
kind, generous, caring man loved and
admired by so many.

Dr James Khong is survived by sons
Ben and Dan, daughters Natasha and
Sophia, and grandchildren Isabella, Ol-
ivia, Ollie, Orlando and Ryan.

Support for gambling harm

HEALTH

The Latrobe Community
Health Service (LCHS)
Gambler’s Help team pro-
vides support for those
experiencing  gambling
harm. As pokie losses
continue to worsen across
Gippsland, LCHS is host-
ing drop in sessions and
guest speakers to high-
light responsible gambling
practices and available
support services, as part
of Gambling Awareness
Week (October 27 - No-
vember 2). The 2025 cam-
paign ‘set before you bet’,
highlights how setting
limits can reduce some-
one’s risk of experiencing
gambling harm.

“This year, we want
people to remember that
gambling products are de-
signed to keep you playing.

The immersive nature
of gambling can make it
hard for people to keep
track of how long they
have been playing and
how much they are spend-
ing,” LCHS Gambler’s
Help Team Leader, Chipo
Chiyangwa said.

According to data from
the Victorian Gambling
and Casino Control Com-
mission (VGCCC), people
in Gippsland lost $159 mil-
lion to electronic gambling
machines in 2024-2025, an
increase from $154 million
spent the year before.

“There are strategies
people can use to stay in
control, including setting
a deposit limit, checking
betting statements, set-
ting reasonable time and
money limits with the
Your Play gaming card at
venues, and taking regular
breaks,” Ms Chiyangwa
said.

“Our events are de-
signed to showcase these

The LCHS Gambler’s Help team is hosting sessions during Gam-
bling Awareness Week (October 27 - November 2). There are
currently 210 poker machines in the Bass Coast Shire, with Phillip
Island RSL recording the highest expenditure at $7.7 million.

strategies and highlight the
types of supports we have
available to anyone con-
cerned with their gambling
habits,” she added.

The free events hosted by
LCHS for Gambling Harm
Awareness Week will fea-
ture information, resources,
and morning tea or lunch,
with events planned across
Gippsland. While there
are no sessions scheduled
for Phillip Island, there is
a special online session on
October 30, from 12.30pm
- 1.30pm, launching a new
video “AGD & Me: Putting
the G (gambling) into Alco-
hol or other Drugs”.

Contact Judy Avisar to
receive the Zoom link ja-
visar@sharc.org.au or for
more information, contact
Tim Brooks on 1800 242
696.

Gambling harm
In Bass Coast, gambling
losses in 2024/25 rose to
$20.8 million — compared to
$20.6 million in the previ-
ous year.

However the 10-year
trend shows a steady rise

(aside from Covid years),
with yearly losses grow-
ing by $4.48 million since
2015/16.

The latest data compiled
by the Victorian Gam-
bling and Casino Control
Commission shows in
Bass Coast in the past 12
months the highest month-
ly losses were in January
2025 ($1.95 million), fol-
lowed by November 2024
($1.85 million).

There are currently 210
poker machines across
five venues in the shire,
with Phillip Island RSL
recording the highest ex-
penditure at $7.7 million.
It also recorded the high-
est loss per machine of
$133,044.

If you or someone you

know is impacted by
gambling, contact your
Gambler’s Help team

at Latrobe Community
Health Service by phon-
ing 1800 242 696, or email-
ing gamblingsupportser-
vices@Ichs.com.au

For support outside of
Gippsland, phone 1800
858 858.
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Not budging: financial plan
unchanged after consultation

COUNCIL

Residents have challenged Bass
Coast Shire Council’s budget
priorities, calling for a redirec-
tion of funding in the final Long
Term Financial Plan.

However, their calls have fall-
en on deaf ears, with the final
plan largely unchanged com-
pared to the draft that was re-
leased in August for community
feedback.

The final plan was endorsed
by councillors at the October
meeting and is one of the most
important council plans, detail-
ing funding commitments for
the next 10 years.

The biggest project to receive
funding was $114.6 million for
the redevelopment of the former
Wonthaggi Secondary College
into a cultural centre.

There was also $41 million
allocated for aquatics and lei-
sure centres, but with the focus
on Wonthaggi, with no specific
funding for a Cowes pool.

Phillip Island’s future sport-
ing hub will be funded $9.9 mil-
lion over the next decade, a first
step to the $120-million-plus
needed to rollout all sporting
projects.

Other major projects to re-
ceive funding in the LTFP over
the next decade include: $7 mil-
lion for tracks and trails includ-
ing $1.4m for Rhyll stage four
and five and $2 million for a
Ventnor to Cowes trail; $1.5 mil-
lion for the implementation of
the mountain bike strategy and
$1.7 million for skate park up-
grades from 2026 to 2031 includ-
ing $250,000 next year for Ne-
whaven Graydens Reserve and
$1.5m for a sub-regional skate
park at Wonthaggi.

Consultation

According to feedback from Au-
gust and September, residents
called for funding to be priori-
tised for a Phillip Island pool
over tracks and trails.

Council officers responded
tracks and trails funding of $7
million was tied to projects cur-
rently underway or committed
to by council.

Residents called for funding
for redevelopment of a football

Following community consultation, residents called for funding for redevelop-
ment of a football field and multi-purpose pavilion at the Phillip Island Recre-
ation Reserve, to which council officers responded there was already funding of
$9.94 million for reserve development in the long-term financial plan.

field and multi-purpose pavilion
at Phillip Island Recreation Re-
serve, to which council officers
said there was already funding
of $9.94 million for development
of the Phillip Island Recreation
Reserve in the plan.

Residents called for allo-
cated funding for the moun-
tain bike strategy to be brought
forward, including a pump
track at Cape Woolamai, with
officers responding the plan
had $500,000 for the strategy
in 2026/27, when “appropriate
sites and deliverability will be
determined”.

There were also resident con-
cerns about coastal erosion at
Smiths Beach, and opposition
to foreshore trails at Smiths
Beach.

Council officers responded
funding has been allocated for
2030/31 “to delay development
to ensure the proposed develop-
ments align with the communi-
ty’s priorities”.

Calls for parking to be re-
tained in Cowes for shops and
restaurants saw officers reply
“council will continue to con-
sider projects and construction
impacting parking availability”.

There was a call to balance
revenue raising from visitors
with maintaining cost of living
for locals.

Officers replied council “will
consider increasing existing
fees or implementing new fees,
where appropriate, to help offset
these costs”.

Aquatics

Cr Ronnie Bauer said he “fought
tooth and nail to keep the Phil-
lip Island aquatics alive albeit on
life support”, with a line entry in
the plan for Bass Coast aquatics
(plural).

“To some this line entry will
appear to be superfluous but to
those who still live in hope for
an aquatic centre at the recre-
ation reserve, this is a crucial
entry,” he said.

“By being listed in the long
term plan it still remains part of
our advocacy. Remember, until
last year the entire recreation
reserve was on the 20-year list
and now is the top major project
for the island.

“If during a future election
the opportunity presents itself,
we can reprioritise not only our
long-term plan but also our four-
year plan to accommodate the
Phillip Island aquatic centre.

“We can say with hand on
heart, it is a shovel ready proj-
ect.”

Details: engage.basscoast.
vic.gov.au/long-term-financial-
plan

Local Landcare groups get the grants

ENVIRONMENT

Phillip Island Landcare, Bass
Coast Landcare Network and
the Bass Valley Landcare are
among eight groups sharing
in environmental conservation
grants totalling over $145,000
in the Bass electorate.

The grants from the State
Government are part of the
Victorian Landcare Grants pro-
gram, helping fund on-ground
works, community education
and engagement activities,
group development, and small
grants supporting administra-
tive functions, including insur-
ance, incorporation and opera-
tional costs.

Project grants up to $20,000
have been awarded to Bass con-
servation groups for their proj-
ects including:
¢ Bass Coast Landcare Net-

work (BCLN) will empower
schools and the wider com-
munity to learn seed collec-

tion, propagation, and plant-
ing skills through workshops
and education programs at
the Bass River Garden, Arbo-
retum, and local farms.

Bass Valley Landcare Group
will work with six landholders,
local schools, and volunteers
to plant 6500 native plants and
restore gullies and waterways,
creating habitat for threatened
species such as the Southern
Brown Bandicoot.

Phillip Island Landcare
Group will collaborate

with landholders and the
Bunurong Land Council to
plant 3000 indigenous plants
in endangered Swamp Scrub,
install wallaby-proof fencing,
and host a community plan-
ning session to guide future
landscape restoration.

Grants were also awarded
to the Gippsland Threatened
Species Action Group, South
Gippsland Conservation Soci-
ety as well as Anderson Inlet,

Three Creeks and Devon Mead-
ows Landcare groups.

Member for Bass Coast Jor-
dan Crugnale said the grants rec-
ognised the work of local Land-
care groups, “who are restoring
habitats and waterways through
revegetation, habitat creation,
weed control, and fencing”.

“They’re also engaging and
educating the community,
building the skills we need to
strengthen both our environ-
ment and the community con-
nections that care for it.”

David Bateman from BCLN
said its supported Landcare
groups received eight $20,000
grants.

“The impact of these grants
will see over 40,000 plants in
the ground and 100s of volun-
teers engage in Landcare. A big
thank you to Jordan Crugnale
for her support.”

Three support grants of $500
have also been awarded to the
French Island Landcare Group

Members of Phillip Island Rotary during a recent trip to Timor Leste met with
The Minister for Education to discuss the clean water program. From left: Dun-
can Hedditch, Brother Adriano (Director, Don Bosco Technical School), Her Excel-
lency Ms. Dulce Soares (Minister for Education), Max Bird and Brian Ashworth.

Local Rotarians and life-
changing clean water program

COMMUNITY

Members of the Rotary Club of
Phillip Island and San Remo have
returned from a humanitarian
trip to Timor-Leste, where they
worked with Disaster Aid Aus-
tralia and Rotary Projects Timor-
Leste East to expand a life-chang-
ing clean water program.

During the visit, the volunteers
helped install and audit ultra-
filtration clean water systems in
schools and communities and
met with Timor-Leste’s Minister
for Education. That high-level
meeting is expected to yield a
joint commitment to roll out these
safe water units across govern-
ment schools, greatly widening
the project’s reach.

Over the past eight years, the
Rotary-led initiative has installed
34 ultra-filtration systems across
Timor-Leste, now providing ac-
cess to safe drinking water for an
estimated 44,000 students.

Recent audits confirmed that
all units are in excellent working
condition — notably, even the first
system deployed in the country
about eight years ago remains
fully functional. This durability
is a testament to the technology’s
robustness and the Rotary team’s
diligent maintenance efforts.

These ultra-filtration systems
are innovative, gravity-fed water
filters that use advanced mem-
branes to remove 99.9 per cent of
waterborne contaminants.

Each unit can purify up to
10,000 litres of water a day with-
out needing electricity or chemi-
cals, enough to meet the daily
needs of a school or village. This
access to clean water has sharp-

ly reduced waterborne illnesses
and improved day-to-day life and
school attendance for students,
who can now drink safely on site
rather than fetching or boiling
water.

The shift also brings environ-
mental benefits by curbing reli-
ance on purchased water in dis-
posable plastic bottles, or using
wood fires to boil water, reducing
both plastic pollution and defores-
tation.

The local Rotary contingent’s
meeting with the education min-
ister is aimed at extending the
clean water program into many
more state-run schools, poten-
tially benefiting thousands more
children soon.

This project highlights what
a small community-driven team
can accomplish on the global
stage.

The Phillip Island and San
Remo Rotarians — all volunteers —
together with many Rotary clubs
around Australia, have poured
time and resources into improv-
ing lives abroad, in partnership
with Timorese communities.

“It’s a fantastic project — sim-
ple, sustainable technology that’s
truly life-changing,” said Rotary
Phillip Island and San Remo
spokesperson Duncan Hedditch.

“Once a system is installed,
the local community maintains it,
and it just keeps giving clean wa-
ter year after year.”

The club’s ongoing commit-
ment, from fundraising at home
to hands-on work in the field, re-
flects Rotary’s ethos of “Service
Above Self” and the power of a lo-
cal initiative making a worldwide
impact.

Jordan Crugnale MP with Newhaven College Students with Education, Training
and Communications Manager Lisa Wangman, EGM Dave Bateman and BCLG

board members and team.

Inc, Powlett Project Land-
care Group and Westernport
Swamp Landcare to assist with
costs such as insurance, incor-

poration and operational needs.

For more information visit
www.environment.vic.gov.au/
grants/victorian-landcare-grants
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PICALSs second manager
brings first-rate expertise

COMMUNITY

As the new PICAL assistant
centre manager, Kerryn
Ladell has hit the ground
running.

Working alongside man-
ager David Rooks since June,
Kerryn is now in charge of
projects, programs and net-
working at the Phillip Island
Community and Learning
Centre.

In the four months since
she started, Kerryn has
helped transform PICAL
into an energy resilient com-
munity hub in the event of
power outages, where resi-
dents can recharge their mo-
bile phones or seek shelter.

She has helped revamp
the fix it café, is extending
a community garden at the
rear of the centre, is work-
ing with Anglicare to create
a youth hub, and alongside
Bass Coast Adult Learning
is expanding course options.

“When you manage a
neighbourhood house by
yourself you don’t have time
beyond daily work. The day
disappears,” Kerryn said,
adding the new role of assis-
tant centre manager allowed
for big picture thinking.

“David’s vision for growth
fitted in with my capabili-
ties.”

Kerryn’s capabilities are
perfectly suited to the role.

She has studied an ad-
vanced diploma in manag-
ing not-for-profits and for the
past two decades has worked
as a neighbourhood house
manager at three centres on
the Mornington Peninsula.

In 2019 she moved to Phil-
lip Island, in that time work-
ing at the Corinella and Dis-
trict Community Centre as
manager, where she helped
start a Walk Against Domes-
tic Violence in the town.

She was also centre man-
ager at Corinella at a pivotal
moment, helping install so-
lar and batteries to make an
energy resilient community
hub.

“It was two months old
when the power went out for
three days,” she recalls.

“It made a huge differ-
ence. The first day people
were charging their devices,
the second day they began to
share stories and the third

Herryn Ladell, PICAL's new assistant centre manager, who is job sharing

the role with manager David Rooks.

day the whole community
was using the service.

“It became about town-
ship connection.”

Island life

Beyond her skill set, Kerryn
said having two managers at
PICAL helped in other ways,
including bouncing ideas.

“It’s great to share ideas
with someone, we check in
with each other through the
week.”

David works Monday
to Wednesday and Kerryn
works Thursday and Friday,
each at the centre 9am to
3pm.

Kerryn, a mum of one
and grandmother of three,
who is married to Andrew,

says she has personally ben-
efitted from neighbourhood
house classes, having learnt
to draw, a hobby she now rel-
ishes.

“I love working in com-
munity services.

“There’s never a day that
is exactly the same. Yes-
terday, for instance, I was
working on cooking, then
had a launch with the shire
for their emergency services
dashboard.

“Today I'm focused on
CPR classes and other pro-
grams that connect the com-
munity.

“It’s all about helping and
connecting with people,
making a difference at a
grassroots level.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit).
Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Koala suggestion

Reading of the problem of koala
overpopulation on French Island, in
The Advertiser (October 8), I wonder
if the Ventnor Reserve on Ventnor
Road could be restored to again take
some koalas. This might partially re-
solve the problem, as was apparently
done previously in the 1920s. Another
group of koalas away from the Koala
Reserve, on the Cowes Road, would
help with diversifying the groups and
perhaps help with the koalas long
term survival.

Jean Verwey, Ventnor

Support for SCS?

At the October BCSC meeting when
moving the Links Street Special
Charge Scheme (SCS), Cr. Bell stated
“there were only two objections out of
12 houses” and this “reflects a general
desire by the residents ... to improve
safety, access and liveability in their
neighbourhood”.

This is an inadequate representa-
tion of the factual data council col-
lected.

Rather than focusing on the two
No votes, council should have open-
ly outlined and clarified the factual
composition of the final vote.

The Bass Coast Engage page factu-
ally shows:

1. The initial petition was signed by
around 75 per cent or nine out of 12
ratepayers.

2. In the final vote resident sup-
port for the project fell by 33 per cent
and only 41.5 per cent or five out of 12
ratepayers voted for the scheme.

3. Equally, 41.5 per cent of ratepay-
ers did not vote at all.

4. Combining non-votes with No
votes reveals that 58 per cent or seven
out of 12 of the residents did not vote
to support the scheme.

5. As it does, BCSC used non-votes
as support for the declaration of a
scheme which did not even achieve 50
per cent ratepayer support.

Having failed to implement the
Sunderland Bay/Surf Beach SCS,
BCSC made targeted changes to its
URDI policy to make it easier to initi-
ate an SCS, lowering from 70 per cent
to 50 per cent, the required percent-
age of signatures needed to lodge a
SCS petition. This made SCS schemes
easier to initiate, but extremely diffi-
cult to stop.

Once proposed by petition, the
only way to stop a scheme is for 50 per
cent plus one of affected ratepayers to
vote against it.

This is demonstrated by both
Links Street, and the Pioneer Bay
SCS where the only votes were 27 No
votes. Not a single vote was registered
in favour of that scheme, yet BCSC

BE QUICK.

SPRING EDITION OUT NOW. PICK UP YOUR FREE COPY BEFORE IT'S GONE
AT THE ADVERTISER, CAFES, RESTAURANTS, SHOPS, ACCOMMODATIONS AND
ATTRACTIONS, AS WELL AS LOCAL NEWSAGENTS.

pushed it through.

Residents need to be very careful
about signing a special charge peti-
tion. You may find that doing so re-
sults in the loss of any influence or
control over the future development
of your street.

Ross Bencraft, Surf Beach

Editor’s note: Under the rules of the
special charge scheme, which are set
out in legislation, for a scheme not
to proceed, more than 50 per cent
of property owners have to object.
Therefore, a scheme does not need to
achieve support of 50 per cent of prop-
erty owners to proceed.

We say Yes!

I had my holiday house built on The
Esplanade at Surf Beach 40-years ago
when Surf Beach was mostly mown
building blocks. From my house I
could see the traffic on Phillip Island
Road and the cattle and sheep grazing
in the distant paddocks. Now the view
is housing and vegetation and the Es-
planade is a busy road.

If Surf Beach and Sunderland Bay
are not urban developments, as defined
by the Oxford Dictionary, they are large
island communities of permanent resi-
dents and holiday homeowners, with
modern housing, electricity, mains wa-
ter and sewerage. Unlike Cape Woola-
mai, a similar community on the is-
land, Surf Beach and Sunderland Bay
have a network of unmade roads and
a totally inadequate drainage system.
The Woolamai housing area has not
been destroyed by the construction of
these facilities.

My wife and I would like to congrat-
ulate Bass Coast Shire Council (BCSC)
on its endeavours to bring the Surf
Beach and Sunderland Bay commu-
nities into the modern world with up-
graded roads and a modern drainage
system. We are tired of the dust, speed-
ing cars and inadequate drainage.

For the Special Charge Scheme
the BCSC, and ‘Yes’ supporters, have
kept us very well informed as to the
processes that need to be followed,
cost arrangements, timings, design
options etc and BCSC has allowed for
plenty of resident input.

At the same time a small group of
‘No’ supporters seem obsessed about
public meetings with ‘rigorous’ dis-
cussion. We feel adequate discussion
and community input has been al-
lowed and the right decisions have
been made. Most holiday homeown-
ers would find it inconvenient and not
necessary to attend local meetings,
especially when they have been kept
so well informed with the very good
BCSC planning information.

C Roby and R Elder, Surf Beach
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Nose dive: after more than 30 years
island pool again shelved

From page 1

“The Wonthaggi pool will do
the job for the shire until such
time we are able to build the Phil-
lip Island Aquatic Centre.”

Cr Bauer also said he had
“fought tooth and nail to keep
the Phillip Island aquatics alive
albeit on life support”, with a
line item in the 10-year long term
financial plan for Bass Coast
aquatics (plural).

He added projects could quick-
ly be reprioritised with “one elec-
tion promise”.

Cr Tim O’Brien said the prior-
ity for Phillip Island was to prog-
ress the recreation reserve, on the
corner of Phillip Island and Vent-
nor roads, specifically a “critical
mass” of sporting facilities such
as football ovals, after which the
pool would follow.

“For Phillip Islanders who may
have wanted us to press ahead
with both pools, it was never go-
ing to happen,” Cr O’Brien said.

“It was far too costly. This is
getting things in the right order,
keeping Phillip Island on the
agenda.”

Cr Brett Tessari said since
2016 council had advocated in
Melbourne and Canberra for two
pools but “it didn’t work”.

“We were told we were never

going to get the funding for two
pools,” he said.

Cr Meg Edwards said Wont-
haggi was the only public pool
in Bass Coast and its current dis-
repair meant “we are at risk of
having no pool”, which would be
“catastrophic”.

“Phillip Island’s pool is not off
the table,” she said.

“How do you eat an elephant?
Take one bite at a time.”

Cr Halstead said the decision
was a pragmatic response to cur-
rent financial realities.

“Redevelopment will allow us
to continue delivering vital aquat-
ic and leisure services to our com-
munity, while positioning us to at-
tract future funding for a Phillip
Island facility,” she said.

Strategy

The original Bass Coast Shire
Aquatic Strategy was released
in 2015, which supported a two-
pool strategy — both Wonthaggi
and Cowes — which was followed
in 2021 by feasibility studies sup-
porting two pools.

The 2025 amendment re-focus-
es attention, saying Wonthaggi
has Bass Coast’s only existing
pool, which is nearing the end of
its life and needs about $10 mil-
lion to keep it open.

The 2025/26 budget allocates
$500,000 to start the detailed de-
signs of the Bass Coast Aquatic
and Leisure Centre.

The strategy states there are
a range of risks in continuing to
pursue a two-pool strategy.

Since 2015, the Wonthaggi
North East Precinct Structure
Plan has been gazetted, altering
the future population of Wonthag-
gi, with 5000 new homes or about
12,000 new residents planned.

In addition, advocacy to state
and federal governments for two-
pools has “failed to achieve fund-
ing”.

Furthermore, funding two pools
would put “unsustainable” pres-
sure on council budgets and in-
crease “long-term debt exposure”.

In 2021 a Bass Coast Shire
Council study recommended
Cowes have a “district level” 25m
x 8 lane competition pool, com-
bined learn-to-swim and hydro-
therapy area, and 24-hour gym,
at a cost of $45.7 million.

The study also recommended
a $41 million new pool for Wont-
haggi: 25m x 10 lanes, with a larg-
er gym, new spa and sauna.

Details: engage.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/bass-coast-aquatic-and-
leisure-centre-redevelopment-
concept-plan

This photo was taken in 2006, when hopes for a Phillip Island Aquatic Centre were running high.

Keep the pool “fight alive”

AQUATIC CENTRE

The community group that has
lobbied for decades for a Phillip
Island pool said they would con-
tinue to fight for a pool.

Bass Coast Shire councillors at
the October meeting voted in sup-
port of the amended Bass Coast
Shire Aquatic Strategy (see sepa-
rate story), which states planning
and advocacy for Phillip Island will
start following completion of the
Wonthaggi pool’s redevelopment.

Phillip Island Aquatic Cen-
tre Fund (PIACF) secretary Pe-
ter McMahon responded to the
decision.

“Our committee will not sit
still, we will endeavour to explore
every alternative way to come up
with an aquatic centre for Phil-
lip Island, but as we age we need
help,” Peter said.

“This has not come as some-
thing we didn’t expect, as every-
one is aware for the past 30-plus
years the island has had to fight
Wonthaggi for anything.”

He said PIACF thought the first
government funding would be for
the island but “again that doesn’t
suit the shire”.

“We are told by the change to
the advocacy process things will

happen faster, well again we just
sit and wait but keep supplying
the shire with (almost half) its
rate revenue.”

Peter called for community
members to join the group “to
keep the fight alive” — with very
low membership of the group in
recent years — and contact him on
0418 533 256.

Reaction

On social media reactions were
against council, with many call-
ing for a reboot to Stand Alone,
which was the group that led a
failed move to reverse the Ken-
nett Government’s 1994 amalga-
mation between the Phillip Island
Shire and Wonthaggi.

The group is now called Island
Voice, which has also suffered
low membership in recent years.

Former Stand Alone member
John Matthews wrote the local
government minister rejected
Phillip Island separating from
Bass Coast.

“The process is enormously
complicated and would take an
energetic community committee
to drive the process,” John wrote.

“The issue we have at present
is the unelected bureaucrats are
running the show and the elected

councillors are blindsided with
internal governance guidelines.

“There should never have been
a two-pool strategy. A separate
strategy for Phillip Island and
Wonthaggi would have had better
funding opportunities.”

Lois said solutions and a de-
tailed plan of how the pool could
be funded was needed.

“You could stand for council if
you are so aggrieved and do a bet-
ter job? I am sure if you cost it out,
it is prohibitive, so check when
the next council elections are and
run for office.”

Some comments also incor-
rectly stated the council had
funds for the pool.

As reported earlier this year
PIACF released 24 years of finan-
cial reporting following persistent
community questioning on the
use of donated funds.

The finances show a total in-
come of $302,458 since 2000,
which includes $136,000 in fun-
draising, $14,000 from the buy-
a-brick campaign and $66,655 in
donations.

Peter McMahon said because
PIACF was an incorporated body,
there were strict government
rules for how funds could be dis-
charged.

The Phillip Island Aquatic Fund Inc was formally launched in 1999, with pool

patron Dawn Fraser in attendance.

Phillip Island pool:
a potted history

AQUATIC CENTRE

A 1994 a State Government
funded feasibility study support-
ed the establishment of a pool on
Phillip Island, but the study was
shelved in 1995 following amal-
gamation of the Bass, Phillip
and Wonthaggi councils . . . by
the new Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil’s appointed administrators

Over the next decade, through
the island community’s repeated
calls and fundraising, three suc-
cessive pool feasibility studies
were funded by the community,
with help from council.

All had the same outcome:
recommendations for a pool to
be built on the island.

In 1999, then premier Jeff
Kennet, during a visit to Phillip
Island, committed his govern-
ment to fund a pool on the is-
land, on a dollar-for-dollar basis.

The Phillip Island Aquatic
Centre Fund Inc (PIACF) was
formally launched in 1999, with
pool patron Dawn Fraser in at-
tendance.

The group raised money to
fund a community pool.

In 2013 Bass Coast Shire
Council resolved to redevelop
the existing Wonthaggi pool;
and consider a facility for Phillip
Island in another 15 to 20 years.

Following strong and sus-
tained objections from island-
ers, a consultant’s survey was
conducted by council, which led
to a further council resolution
early in 2014: that two aquatic
centres would be supported by
council, one at Wonthaggi and
one on Phillip Island.

In 2015, council ratified land
behind the Cowes Cultural
Centre site as the site for a
new pool.

In 2017 council overturned
that decision, agreeing to seek
an alternative location.

In 2020, buyback of the carni-
val land, on the corner of Vent-
nor and Phillip Island roads,
was completed.

This led to a masterplan for
the 32-acre site in 2023, which
listed an aquatic centre as a
long-term future project, 20 to
25 years away.

In April 2023 a community
consultation survey conducted
by council resulted in 80 per
cent of respondents identifying
a Phillip Island pool as their pri-
ority for that site.

In January 2025, the Aquatic
Centre Fund committee released
24 years of financial reporting
following persistent community
questioning on the use of donat-
ed funds.

Aquatic call for action

The Phillip Island Aquatic
Centre Fund Inc would like
to outline where it stands re-
garding recent amendments/
changes the Council passed at
its recent meeting,.

Firstly, it was never the
idea to build two centres at the
same time. The council chose
to advocate for $90m for both
with government.

We believed the right ap-
proach was to build PI'’s centre
first then rebuild Wonthaggi,
while maintaining a fully op-
erational centre for the shire.
We do understand Wonthaggi
needs to be rebuilt or grossly
redeveloped.

Our group has amassed an
amount of knowledge which
obviously doesn’t count for
anything with our council.
Our committee offered help
to come up with alternatives,
which was rejected.

We did have an excellent
working group together with
council, which even produced

plans for the PI Aquatic Cen-
tre to be built behind the old
Cultural Centre in 2016 which
council scrapped.

We will keep advocating for
an Aquatic Centre on Phillip
Island; however, we need your
help. The money raised over
the 30+ years minus operating
costs is still held in a term de-
posit. Your bricks are still on
a register with what you want
written on them. Don’t get dis-
heartened.

We are holding an AGM on
November 19 (via Zoom), where
you can get involved. If you are
interested, come and be count-
ed in continuing our fight with
council. Several ideas are being
considered. We just need willing
workers to come and make them
happen.

For a zoom link to the meet-
ing, email: info@piac.org.au
or contact Peter McMahon on
0418 533 256.

Peter McMahon and Don
Turner, PIACF Committee
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PICAL Garden Open Day

COMMUNITY

Phillip Island Community and
Learning Centre (PICAL) in-
vites everyone to celebrate com-
munity and connection at its
Garden Open Day on Saturday
November 1, from 10am to 3pm.
Set to take place at PICAL’s
Pantry Garden at Blue Gum
Reserve (119 Settlement Road,
Cowes), the event promises to be
a fun-filled day for all ages while
raising funds to support the
PICAL Pantry Garden and high-
lighting its important role in the
community. Visitors will enjoy:
e Guided Garden Tours (10am
to 11am). See firsthand what’s
growing in PICAL'’s Pantry
Garden
e Worm Farming Workshops
(11am and 1pm). All you need
to know about having and
managing a worm farm
e Composting Workshops
(11.30am and 1.30pm). Learn
about the benefits of compos-
iting and how to transform
everyday kitchen waste to feed
your garden
¢ Seed Raising Demonstrations
(12pm and 2pm). A demonstra-
tion of seed raising and how to
do this at home
Children will be invited to pot
up a lettuce to take home and
discover the joy of gardening.
There will also be plant and
preserve stalls offering fresh
seedlings, herbs, vegetables and
preserves made by PICAL’s Pre-
serve Group from the garden’s
produce. A sausage sizzle and

Shane and Neil are two of the dedicated local volunteers who keep the PICAL
Pantry Garden thriving. The community is invited to an Open Day on November 1.

cold drinks will also be avail-
able.

“We're so proud of our Pantry
Garden and our wonderful vol-
unteers who have made the gar-
den what it is today,” says David
Rooks, Centre Manager PICAL.

“The open day is not just a
chance to raise funds for the
garden; it’s an opportunity to
showcase the amazing work of
our dedicated garden volunteers
and share the garden’s benefits
with the wider community.

“It’s incredible to see what
some community spirit and ded-
icated locals can achieve.”

The volunteer-led Pantry Gar-
den plays an important role in
supporting PICAL’s emergency
food relief program while also
providing education and oppor-
tunities for community members
to connect, learn and grow.

All produce grown at the

Pantry Garden goes straight to
PICAL’s Community Kitchen
where it’s transformed into nutri-
tious meals and PICAL’s Emer-
gency Food Relief Pantry for lo-
cals who are doing it tough. Any
excess produce goes to PICAL’s
preserve group who transform
the produce into something
yummy, the preserves are then
sold with all funds raised going
directly to PICAL’s pantry.

PICAL Garden Open Day -
event details:

e PICAL Pantry Garden, 119
Settlement Road, Cowes (be-
hind the Creative Arts Station)

e Saturday November 1, 10am
to 3pm

¢ Gold coin donation entry (chil-
dren free)

For more information, visit
the Phillip Island Community &
Learning Centre Facebook page
or call PICAL on (03) 5952 1131.

_N_N_A

The Phillip Island Movie Club (PIMC) presents Riviera Revenge (2024) on
Wednesday October 29 at 7.30pm at Berninneit.

Riviera Revenge at Berninneit

MOVIE

The Phillip Island Movie Club
(PIMC) presents Riviera Re-
venge (2024) on Wednesday Oc-
tober 29 at 7.30pm at Berninneit.

The film is a French comedy,
written and directed by Ivan
Calberac. This gently accessible
family comedy was an audience
favourite at the 2025 Alliance
Francaise French Film Festival.

Patriarch Francois Meursault
(Andre Dusollier) is a retired
General whose gruff, authoritari-
an nature has clearly contributed
to the uncomfortable relationship
he has with each of his children.
Francois is a former military man
who is making the most of his re-
tirement alongside his wife An-
nie, the only person who seems to
be able to put up with his temper
and demands. Authoritarian, and
uncompromising, he rules his
family with an iron fist.

When he discovers that his
wife, who he always held in high
esteem, cheated on him 40 years
ago, he sees only one solution:
to file for divorce and confront
her former lover who now lives
in Nice.

“There is nothing radical
about Riviera Revenge, it is a fun
filled very typical French farce,”
said PIMC Secretary Margaret
Byrne.

“We had planned it for our
last film of year, but due to plan-
ning issues it has been moved to
October.”

Please note the film begins at
7.30pm, our new starting time
for 2025.

It is a private event and you
must present your PIMC mem-
bership ticket and your Trybook-
ing receipt to enter. Membership
tickets are non-transferrable.

Riviera Revenge runs for one
hour and 34 mins and is rated M.

Triple treat long weekend show at Archies Creek

MUSIC

Escape the city this Cup week-
end and join Gut Health, Mess
Esque and Shock Corridor at
Archies Creek Hotel, Saturday
November 1 from 2.30pm.

Following their three-week,
20-date tour across Europe and
the UK, where they played a
string of headline shows, DIY
spaces and festival appearanc-
es, Naarm’s Gut Health return
home for this special show.

This hypnotic and chaotic
genre-blurring six-piece band
are live circuit favourites. Glob-
ally renowned for their standout
sets, they’'ve played Meredith
Music Festival and Dark Mofo,
and toured with artists like Pri-
mal Scream, Otoboke Beaver,
The Black Lips, Tropical Fuck
Storm, Hiatus Kaiyote and more.

Their debut album Stiletto

earned the 2025 AIR Award for
Best Independent Punk Album,
was nominated for the Austra-
lian Music Prize Album of the
Year, and featured in Rolling
Stone’s “100 Best Australian Al-
bums of the 2020s So Far”.

They took home the prize of
Best Group in the 2024 Music
Victoria Awards, and only re-
cently, were nominated for Best
Breakthrough Act at the 2025
ARIAs and Best Act in the Roll-
ing Stone Awards.

Mess Esque

Featuring the talents of Helen
Franzmann (McKisko) and
Mick Turner (The Dirty Three,
Bleak Squad), Mess Esque’s mu-
sic has been described as having
the raw and visceral edge of Vel-
vet Underground, mixed with a
dream pop blur.

What started as a long-dis-

tance collaboration has trans-
formed into three albums of
experimental sounds and inter-
national tours from a revered
musical act boasting some bona
fide sonic pedigree.

Shock Corridor
Shock Corridor have sold out
The Night Cat, Howler and the
Curtin, and recently supported
Bleak Squad at the Melbourne
Recital Centre. Fitting for a band
that makes music grounded in
dark wave, trip hop and post
punk, that turn your favourite
things inside out and back to
front. It’s haunting, visceral and
worthy of your time.

Saturday November 1, at Ar-
chies Creek Hotel.

Doors open from 2.30pm.

Tickets on sale now: www.ar-
chiescreekhotel.com.au/events/
gut-health

Gut Health play Archies Creek Hotel on Saturday November 1, along with Mess
Esque and Shock Corridor. Tickets on sale now at archiescreekhotel.com.au

VV9SLzo0r

COWES

ISLAND VINTAGE

217 Settlement Rd, Cowes VIC 3922

Phone: (03) 5952 2432 or 0425 846 258

info.cowesislandvintage@gmail.com
cowesislandvintage.store
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Newhaven College celebrates VCE Art and Design

EDUCATION

Newhaven College’s annual
VCE Art and Design Exhibition
for 2025, a celebration of cre-
ativity and innovation, is cur-
rently on display in the College’s
Performing Arts Wing foyer.
The exhibition showcases the
achievements of the College’s
VCE students, who have worked

throughout the year to produce
an impressive array of works in
a variety of media.

The exhibition highlights the
outstanding Unit 3 and 4 works
from Art Making and Exhib-
iting, Visual Communication
Design, Media, Product Design
and Technologies, and Systems
Engineering.

The College said the exhibi-

Newhaven College VCE student Michael Mehes waon the Best in Show for his

intriguing work.

24/10 MARK FISHER - 8PM
25/10 ALYSHA & DUFFY -8PM
26/10 DAN LUNN- 5PM

31/10 RAMBLE 8PM
1/11 COVER BANDITS 8.30PM
2/11 VANN AMOS - 5PM

tion is “a true reflection of the
students’ dedication, creativity
and hard work”.

“Each piece tells a unique
story, demonstrating the range
of artistic, technical and design
skills honed by students during
their VCE journey,” a College
spokesperson said.

“From intricate design con-
cepts to thought-provoking art

and media projects, the display
offers something for everyone
to enjoy.”

Opening the exhibition, the
proceedings were presented by
Visual Art Captain Sienna Bell.
Art teacher Rebecca Power an-
nounced the prizes awarded
to Michael Mehes for ‘Best in
Show’ and the encouragement
award went to Ailish Flynn for

her hard-working and commit-
ted attitude.

“There was no doubt these
two students represented all
of the outstanding talent in the
VCE cohort.”

Interested future students
and their families can contact
Bec Anderson, Admissions Of-
ficer, at admissions@newhaven-
col.vic.edu.au or 03 5956 7505.

Newhaven College VCE student Abby Papas was praised for her 1950s inspired artwork.

LIBRARY

Phillip Island Library is de-
lighted to host Logie Award
winning actress Maggie Mil-
lar for a special reading of Mr
Right by the late Elizabeth Jol-
ley, as part of the Victorian Se-
niors Festival, on October 31.
Elizabeth Jolley wrote Mr
Right especially for Maggie, fea-
turing her character Miss Vale,
first introduced in Jolley’s ABC
radio play ‘Little Lewis Has Had

(Reading from the heart

a Lovely Sleep’ in 1990. After
hearing Maggie’s performance,
Jolley wrote to her saying, “You
were superb. Thank you very
much for bringing Miss Vale
to life so well” The two later
became friends, leading to this
special collaboration.

Trained at the Royal Acad-
emy of Dramatic Art in Lon-
don, Maggie is renowned for
her powerful and nuanced
readings. Her performance of
“Molly Bloom” from ‘Ulysses’

was so acclaimed that she was
invited to perform it at the
James Joyce Centre in Dublin
on Bloomsday.

This is a rare opportunity to
hear one of Australia’s finest
voices bring Elizabeth Jolley’s
words to life.

Friday October 31 at 2pm
Phillip Island Library, Ber-
ninneit, Cowes. For bookings:
myli.au/maggie

If you require further infor-
mation regarding this event
or require assistance booking
your tickets, please contact the
Phillip Island Library on (03)
5952 2842.

ovszLsoar

8/11 NO SCRUBS: 90S + EARLY 00S PARTY - $20+BF

9/11 IK & RUSSELL ROBERTSON - 5PM

28/11 OCEAN GROVE - $34+BF 8PM

29/11 AC/DC THUNDERSTRUCK $25 + BF 9PM

PLUS:

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
$17 PARMA NIGHT
THURSDAY NIGHT
$20 BURGER NIGHT

FRIDAY NIGHT
MEAT RAFFLE

WWW.THEWESTER
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AUSTRALIAN MOTOGP 2025
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Jacob Roulstone, Australian Moto3 rider. Photo: IanR Photography.

Crowds of motorsport fans
flocked to Phillip Island over the
weekend, with the attendance at
this year’s MotoGP estimated to
be the biggest since Casey Ston-
er’s last win in 2012.

The Australia Grand Prix
Corporation said the total es-
timated attendance across the
event was 91,245, with a race day

estimated attendance of 38,645.

In 2024, the total estimated
attendance was 80,009 and the
race day estimated attendance
was 33,571.

Highlights from the final day
of the event included Australian
Senna Agius winning the Moto2
race. Senna is the first Austra-
lian to ever win a Moto2 race in

The island’s number one MotoGP fan Rosa Scarlato with Senna Agius, up and

coming Australian Moto2 rider (currently sitting inside the top nine of the cham-

pionship), when he visited Pino’s Trattoria on Wednesday night.

PIFNC President Chris Ross (right) with his son Archie, at the MotoGP. Photo: Nici

Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

Australia. There was another
Australian on the podium in
Moto3, with Joel Kelso finishing
second, just behind Jose Anto-
nio Rueda.

Unfortunately, Australian
riders weren’t able to make it a
triple podium celebration.

After qualifying third, Jack
Miller’s run of bad luck at the

Excitement off the track for Katrina Lawrence (centre) and
Bass Coast Mayor Cr Rochelle Halstead when they caught up
with Chris Hemsworth at the MotoGP. Photo: Katrina Lawrence.

Sprint Race winner Marco Bezzecchi gets a thumbs up from
teammate Savadori.

Eager volunteers were at the track welcoming the huge
crowds that flocked to this year’s MotoGP. Photo: Nici Cahill,
Snapshot Photography.

Joel Kelso flying the Australian flag after coming second in the Moto3. Photo:
IanR Photography.

Island roars as huge crowds attend the MotoGP

island continued, crashing out
on lap six during the MotoGP.
Spanish rider Raul Fernandez
took the victory, his first Mo-
toGP win, ahead of Italian Fa-
bio Di Giannantonio and Marco
Bezzecchi.

Bezzecchi also won the Mo-
toGP Sprint on Saturday and
during practice time on Friday,

Avery happy Senna Agius, winner of the MotoZ category. Photo: IanR Photography.

he became the first MotoGP rid-
er to go under 1.27 at the Phillip
Island Circuit, setting a new cir-
cuit record of 1.26.492.

Last year’s winner, and cur-
rent leader on the Champion-
ship points tally, Marc Marquez
was unable to race, recovering
from an injury in Indonesia at
the start of October.

Heeping the media centre at the track running smoothly are
(front) Anya Grosky, Brace Kopke, and (back) Pam Lewis, Alison
Van Den Dungen. Phato: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

The Community GP Run arrives on the island Saturday

morning, with hundreds riding in from Caldermeade Farm.

Tourism Minister Steve Dimopoulos and Member for Bass
Jordan Crugnale (right) snap a photo with AFL legend Robert

DiPierdomenico. Photo: Nici Cahill, Snapshot Photography.

Jenny and Rebecca from Salt Law with Stephen Fullarton at the MotoGP Brake-
fast Club at the Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit.

Pino’s Rosa Scarlato with Greg Price (Alex Scott) and Kimberly Brown (North
Pier) at the GP Brakefast Club last Thursday, at the VIP Village at the Phillip
Island Grand Prix Circuit.

Enjoying the GP Brakefast Club and getting close to the trophy are (from left):
Greg (Barry Plant) and Leni, Bec and Sarah (Coastal Stayz).

Kiwi Cormac Buchanan crashes out on Friday. Photo: IanR Photography.

More photos,

at pisra.com.au

Australian MotoGP rider Jack Miller in action on the track. Photo: IanR Photography.

r

MotoGP legend Casey Stoner signing autographs for fans in San Remo, before the 2025 Homecoming Ride.

Photo: IanR Photography.

MOTOGP

Casey Stoner, Jack Miller, Fran-
cesco “Pecco” Bagnaia, Marco
Bezzecchi, Enea Bastianini, Fer-
min Aldeguer and Australian
Moto2™ and Moto3™ riders
Aguis, Kelso and Roulstone led
a convoy of more than 500 eager
fans from San Remo to the Phil-
lip Island Grand Prix Circuit.

The new route saw the riders
travel through Cowes on their
way to the track.

Hundreds of fans assembled
at San Remo for a chance to see
their heroes, while spectators
lined the roadsides between San
Remo and the circuit to wave the
riders on.

The ride is a rare opportunity
for fans to meet and ride along-
side their heroes.

The spectacle of hundreds of
bikes in a convoy crossing the
bridge to Phillip Island, then
driving through the streets of
Cowes was a fitting start to an
exciting weekend of motorsport.

Some future MotoGP stars at the start of the Homecoming Ride in San Remo
last Thursday. Photo: IanR Photography.
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Get bushfire ready with the

free green waste disposal period

COMMUNITY

The fee-free green waste
period is on again, from
Saturday November 1 to
Sunday November 23.

Domestic loads of green
waste will be accepted
free of charge at any of
Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cil’s waste facilities to en-
courage preparation for
the fire season.

Council’s waste facili-
ties are located in Grant-
ville, Wonthaggi, Inver-
loch and Cowes.

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr
Rochelle Halstead encour-
aged everyone to take ad-
vantage of this fee-free
period to get ready for the
upcoming summer.

“Now is the perfect time
for everyone to clean up
their property before the
bushfire season,” Cr Hal-
stead said.

“Bushfire hazards in-
clude fuel like leaf litter,
plants, and other debris. If
left to build up, these ma-
terials can feed a fire and
make it more dangerous.”

With the first weekend
of the disposal period co-
inciding with the Mel-
bourne Cup weekend and
Council’s waste facilities
remaining open on Mel-
bourne Cup Day, high de-
mand may lead to queues
and delays, particularly
on this first weekend.

Disposing of your green

The fee-free green waste period runs from Saturday November 1 to
Sunday November 23. Domestic loads of green waste will be accepted
free of charge at any of Bass Coast Shire Council’'s waste facilities.

waste in the middle of the
fee-free period may help
you avoid delays, so plan
ahead.

Those visiting Cowes
Recycling Bank should
note that large trucks and
trailers (over 8 x 5°) are
not accepted and will be
redirected to Grantville
Transfer Station during
the fee-free green waste
period.

Weed species including
blackberry, English ivy,

agapanthus, mirror bush
and plants that cannot
be mulched such as palm
fronds are not accepted as
green waste at any of our
locations, however these
can go in your Kkerbside
Organics (green lid) bin at
any time.

For more information
on what’s accepted, loca-
tions, and hours of Coun-
cil’s Waste Facilities, visit
www.basscoast.vic.gov.
au/greenwaste

NEWS

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

vvveLsoar

Covering Phillip Island,
San Remo and surrounds

Your one-stop guide to:

Some of the drivers from the Daniher’s Drive with staff from San Remo Hotel.

Daniher’s Drive San Remo stopover

FUNDRAISER

This year’s Daniher’s Drive has raised
over $1.3 million for Fight MND.

Night two of this year’s drive was in San
Remo (October 10), where drivers visited
the San Remo Hotel, hosted a trivia fun-
draising night at Silverwater Resort and
took to the Go-Kart tracks, before heading
for Torquay.

Close to 250 cars registered for the
drive, which aims to raise awareness and
funds for the fight against motor neurone
disease (MND). It’s a major fundraiser for
FightMND, the charity established by for-
mer AFL player and coach Neale Daniher

The visit to the San Remo Hotel was
titled as a “Pit Stop with Purpose” on the
official itinerary., describing the hotel as

a “legendary local spot and longtime sup-
porter of Fight MND”.

“Every year, the hotel goes all-out for
their DIY Big Freeze, complete with a dunk
tank, 20 brave local dunkees, and plenty of
Big Freeze Beanies sold to raise funds and
spirits,” a Drive spokesperson said.

“On Friday (October 11), Vee and Barry,
the dynamic duo behind the San Remo Big
Freeze, were there to welcome Drive partici-
pants and share how their community con-
tinues to rally behind the fight against MND.”

The Trivia and Fundraising Gala at Sil-
verwater brought together Drive teams
and members of the local community for
an evening of laughter, friendly rivalry and
big-hearted generosity, raising $81,000.

More information at: fightmnd.org.au/
whats-on/danihers-drive/

Drivers swapped cars for go karts, racing around the Phillip Island Circuit’s go-kart track on Satur-
day morning before heading to Torquay. Photo: Fiona Hamilton. More photos at pisra.com.au

Parking fees help new hospital courtyard

ROTARY

At the weekend’s Austra-
lian Motorcycle Grand
Prix, volunteers from the
Rotary Club of Phillip Is-
land and San Remo took on
the huge task of managing
parking for thousands of
motorcycles and cars at the
Phillip Island Circuit.

Clad in bright orange
safety jackets, Rotary’s
dedicated team worked
tirelessly to direct traffic
and assist arriving spec-
tators, ensuring a smooth
and safe entry despite
the unpredictable spring
weather.

Rotary Club volunteers Tim Mullen, Cheryl Harvey, Garry Thomp-
son and Kathryn Thompson don bright orange safety jackets as
they direct cars into the parking paddocks at the Phillip Island
Grand Prix Circuit during a past MotoGP event.

@ Shopping Attractions

m Dining Beaches
® Local Services @ walks

www.pisra.com.au/phillip-island-directory
info@phillipislanddirectory.com.au
035952 3201

[Blf el
9

Their efforts weren’t just
about logistics — every dol-
lar raised from their work
will go directly to the Ro-
tary Rehabilitation Court-
yard at the new Phillip Is-
land Community Hospital
in Cowes.

Despite gusty winds,
sudden showers, and bursts
of sunshine, the Rotarians
remained upbeat and pro-
fessional throughout the
weekend.

Visitors were greeted
with warm smiles, clear
directions, and genuine
community spirit as cars

poured steadily into the
grass paddocks.

Their efforts embodied
Rotary’s enduring motto,
“Service Above Self,” turn-
ing a demanding opera-
tional role into a visible act
of community service at
one of Australia’s premier
sporting events.

Funds raised through
the MotoGP parking pro-
gram will help complete
the Rotary Rehabilitation
Courtyard — a tranquil
outdoor space designed to
bring comfort and dignity
to patients and families at
the new hospital.

Rotary Club President
Gea Lovell said seeing the
courtyard come to life has
been a highlight for the
club.

“We thank Fred Reink-
ing, of Dome Security for
once again involving our
club,” she said.

With their high-vis jack-
ets now hung up until next
year, the Phillip Island and
San Remo Rotarians have
once again shown that
teamwork, generosity, and
community spirit can turn
a parking paddock into a
powerful driver for local
good.
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PHILLIP ISLAND
DIRECTORY

Covering Phillip Island, San Remo and surrounds

ACCOMMODATION CAFES & RESTAURANTS REAL ESTATE SERVICES

JDo5872AA

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry
Self-Service

NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes,

vyvigsoar

Online ordering now available
Est. 1995 kristoscowes.com.au | 03 5952 3355 very Tuesday Local’s Day 15% OFF
ACCOMMODATION MANAGEMENT EXPERTS. Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes impnm/ose b AVhall 71\ Floor, above M&O Café
The business most trusted by the

international motor sport teams, property u
owners & guests for 30 years! THE BEST HAMBURS'ERS FA ( T‘
Phillip island, San Remo & the Bass Coast region. ON THE ISLAND = &S =_% S =t
ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO! = - = - =
ORDERS 5907 6796
RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP www.printitfast.com.au PRINT LOCAL

Selling more properties

RANFURLIE BED %‘ﬂ'ﬂ“ on Philip sand than 2PaIrs

& BREAKFAST 59522799 B0 ME FIX It
UCCHSIUHS raywhitephillipisland.com.au
Phone, PC &
A cosy retreat that sleeps up to six people. Electronic Repairs
From $75 per person per night PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO 0490 424 415

including a delicious continental breakfast.

Call 0434 174 251 for more info. www.itrepairs.net.au

JD0o5716AA
JDo5364AA

038583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland admin@jitrepairs.net.au

ATTRACTIONS

THE

OPEN 7 DAYS from 10am water b O y ALEX SCOTT

1805 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes AND
Ph: 03 5952 2283 CAFE— AND STARFF Est.1886

amazenthings.com.au 58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765 §3(9) 113a Thompson Avenue, Cowes

5952 2633 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU
FRESH TAKE AWAY
LOCAL

GUIDED KOALA TOUR ‘k S EsAA FLOE<S?D - GREAT MUSIC AND EVERYTHING LOCAL
Get up close at the *

e ptclosela (T ORDERS Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO across Phillip Island and Western Port on

OPEN 7 DAYS 1030-7pm 26785206 FISH & CHIPS 5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au 89,1FM
WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

VySz62001

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY STATION

Phillip Island BOOK NOW
NA“i‘URE PARKS at penguins.org.au

PHILLIP OPEN

WINERY WEDNESDAY - S
WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU
ISLAND

C r u ise t h e M wwwphillipislandwinerycom.au
044,@ 5‘4 7;,”? (03) 8595 2155

HAIR & BEAUTY WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU 5952 3922

L]
MObl |E RETAIL For all your refinancing or home loan

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALES APPRAISAL
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL.

% S H H d needs in Gippsland and surrounds.
./4/' - I3 al r resse r Gabriel Caffieri - Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
l/l/l t Cercu?i‘sf g Over 20 years experience é gcaffieri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421338 914
> 3

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

@ 155 Thomp ‘ s (0359521488 Handley¢;/Anderson

FUNERALSODIRECTORS

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowli
& Enterta

Cen

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

Cowes 5952 5];1
Locally owned and operated by
FURNITURE OUTLET Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

Yo u R F u R N IT U R E S H o p Member of Funerals Australia

- +Beds -Mattresses
Venue for Hire MEDICAL - Sofas - Lounges
+ Dining -« Tables -« Chairs 0448 602 005
Call 1800 247 669 NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC « Office *TV +Outdoor
th@eﬁirt\;;ea?fc\/(\l)ii PHONE RON 0419 335 985 www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

AUTOMOTIVE Shop 5 8-10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven L o e e (Mo Al Saro)
Opening hours:

www.furnitureoutletphillipisland.com.au
’ 8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday WWW.Di
.pisra.com.au
] Melaleuca Aged Care 4

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

Phillip Island Tyre Service Call 5926 6910 Secondhand Book Sale ADVERTISER
101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480 to make an appointment!
Open 10-12 every Saturday STORAGE
&5 3HARVEY DRIVE, COWES BI1Lv§JtShB?zoc11{c§vI\-/IE§D COWESBOAT e g o
TYR E 03 59 523 305 R ners e é STORAGE
Gy Q-‘“ PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU 3
0'9'/“:5 ct“« HELLO@PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU 0437 949 029 g ! Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 5952 2799

Your one-stop : _
guide to 6 Shopping Attractions

Phillip Island, m Dining Beaches
San Remo and _ =
surrounds. @ Local Services & Walks Submit a listing here
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AIR CONDITIONING CARPENTER DECKS & VERANDAHS ELECTRICIAN

/; \ ISLAND e & AIR CONDITIONING

« Reliable & fully insured « All types of
DE c KS and verandahs U electricglgervices

GIFT CARD CAMPAIGN

CARPENTRY « Split system installers
SUPPLY, INSTALLATION,  EstgS2 —— £ Air conditioning sales « Free quotes
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE g * L .
Home Renovations g and service Hot water systems
OSZP 63‘“‘33‘11""2‘%"5 Maintenance & Repairs + TV Antenna & data  « Ovens and cooktops
Window Replacement | Decks 3 g
citytocoastair.com g CALL MICHAEL 0427 633 667 &
John 0447 975 626 g John Johnston 0414 714 179 CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834 8
AIR CONDITIONING CARPET CLEANING DECK RESTORATION GARAGE DOORS
4 Sterli ?
terliin g
DAIKIN 5 : DeckSeall
COASTAL 035678 5190 Carpet Care OILING AND MAINTENANCE.
REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING ofﬁce@picra,com,au 0409 OIO 106
&Y o || semmen
coastal_refrig_and_aircon v Carpet/UphoIstery Cleaning
AUsIAZ8 v/ Water Damage Restoration Call Nick on 0411 988 401
v Emergency Flood Restoration basscoast@deckseal.com.au
v Vinyl Floor Strip & Seal www.deckseal.com.au
v Tile & Grout Cleaning
AIR CONDITIONING v Leather Cleaning DRIVEWAY RESTORATION GAS SUPPLIERS

v Fabric Protection

southcoast air | | e e orcaps cean orices CLEAN, PRESSURE BLAST

JFA WRIGHTON |§
N4 GAS SUPPLIES [/

i itioni High-rise Apartments.

& refrigeration” Phvone: 0400 010 106 AND RESEAL agoncy for ELGAS
one:
Cooling & heating specialists sterlingcc@bigpond.com.au Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
Split system sales & complete installation Working with Children Check DRIVEWAYS AND PATHS For all household gas supplies
Service, repairs Electrical contractor Foll mourag - i
0402 044 377 Sl | | Foraualiy Carpet Care MARK: 0418105262 Bruce Wright .
L109866 REC26099 Established 2004 > Tel: 5952 3252 MObIle 0409 164 441 %
BLINDS & CARPET CONCRETER EARTHMOVING GUTTER CLEANING

P
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy
Vacuum gutter cleaning,

gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

Matt Burgess 0405 533 456

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

° 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes (\ 0359521488

BLINDS/AWNINGS CONCRETER HANDYMAN

| R cONCRETING

g & |||, AND EXCAVATIONS

» SITE CUTS - SITE CLEANS
* DEMOLITION <+ LANDSCAPING
* RETAINING WALLS

0400 633 030 ¥

BUILDER CONCRETER EARTHMOVING HANDYMAN

 Exposed aggregate paving
 Coloured - Slate - Brick paving

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE * House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

Mobile Showroom
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

LKO0027AA
LKOO038AA
JDO5811AA

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE

Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

JO02676AA

EXTENSIONS /
RENOVATIONS AND M: 'Eﬂﬂ“'luloﬂl{s

MAJOR REPAIRS BULK CARTAGE * SITE CLEAR * TRENCHES * DRILLING

H e Free quote / consultation
NECKS : ED):::ZIT::::: ; Ixperienced local business Call for a Free Quote
. Drive/Puihwuys e Quality workmanship No jOb too small
ISLAND g ° Reiaining walls ¢ Transparent communication 0 i i i
3 v v uality work at a great price, Fully insured
DES I EN & BLI I LD % A Spoil removal e Full compliance / insurance ’

o Tight access specialists

0417 503 003 -
5 - - * TIPPERS * EXCAVATORS * SKIDSTEER * AUGERS * ROLLER *
ROB NORTON § L(.I kQ HII'II'IChS em: mkearthworksegmail.com ca“ _Mlck 04_'24 41 4 495
INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563 % Phillip Island & surrounding areas since 1999 ph: Mick - 0408 575 472 www.slchomemamtenance.com.au
ADVERTISING CONCRETER EARTHMOVING HANDYMAN

TIIVI NNIEVWIVIANI

LKOO045AA

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire
All aspects of earthmoving, driveways, S o c ee®e HOME SERVICES
draining and landscapin .
& ping Home Maintenance
e Exposed aggregate ¢ House slabs ) , )
* Driveways ® Footpaths ® Sheds & garages With over 30 years’ experience
e All concreting needs in the building industry

Tel/Fax 5956 8791 . = S NDIS certified - Island Based
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@uwaterfront.net.au Q s Sklp lee
+ Earth works Call Peter 0434 649 877

o4q19 312 805

JDOS868AA
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To advertise your trade business,
contact Jane on 5952 3201

I N e’ Nl & .V

or email ads@pisra.com.au

HYDRAULIC AND MECHANICAL

Hydraulic, pneumatic and mechanical repairs.
Design and fabrication.
We also stock industrial supplies.

Factory 2, 3 Cyclone St, Wonthaggi
(03)5672 5924
Email: enquiries@rotaret.com.au

We are More than Just Hose and Fittings

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
WWW.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages
Brendan Duncan

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

LKOO014AA

LANDSCAPING

JDO05372AA

Landiscaping & Concrefing

Retaining Walls
Paving
Small Brick Repairs
Concreting
Landscaping
Small Jobs Welcome

Phone Andrew
0408 822 263

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN

PAINTER/DECORATOR

PLUMBING

SHANE FENECH

Painting & Decorating
Quality Tradesman

New homes . Renovations. Re-paints »
Free Quotes

0419 523 299

AN

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE i

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

LKOO015AA

MARINE MECHANIC

PLUMBING

JD05496AA

*oxok WIS+ xx
TOPWATER MARINE

0402 761 692

« Authorised Suzuki Marine dealership and service center
« Sales and service of new Suzuki outboard motors
« Suzuki genuine spare parts
« Inboard / outboard motor servicing and repairs
« Accessory Installations and electrical work
« Trailer servicing and modifications
« Anchor winches  « Boat detailing < Insurance work

www.topwatermarine.com.au | info@topwatermarine.com.au
64 Dixon street, Inverloch

Same Day @Q&

Plumbing Morris
Service Brothers

Lic 43482

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

PLUMBING

REINABINERRIRUMBIER!

Fast Response at an honest price

* NO CALL OUT FEE
e Leaking taps & toilets
 Hot water systems replaced

o Vanities & water
* Filters installed

e Gas fitting

e General plumbing

Tappy the Plumber
0427 776 808

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vic. no. 119269

LKO0044AA

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Avre your doors sticking, catching
or just not sliding properly?

© Timber & Aluminium € Security Doors

Sliding Doors © Track & Roller
© Bi Fold Doors Replacements
© Cavity Doors © Screen Replacements
€ Wardrobe Doors € New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Now Servicing Phillip Island

Ph 0438 538 244

info(@asdrm.com.au
www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

SOLAR

JO01399AA

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

1300534110 ___

STORAGE

Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging

Island Security Monitoring
ecure On Site Manager

orage 24hr/7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

LK00023AA

LANDSCAPING & RENOVATIONS PAINTER RESTUMPING TREE CARE
JD04860AA
- DIT-
RELEVELLING
DECORATORS Restumping, Levelling,
Painting Specialists House Raising & Repacking, Qualified Arborist with
. 15 years experience and
Daniel 0419 008 537 all renovation works committed to maintain the

Thomas 0411 175 771

email: ditdecorators@gmail.com

e 30+ years experience
o fully qualified and insured
o all aspects of painting

o special effects

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

0411175 957

LK0O0020AA

LAWN MOWING PLASTERING
N eouin WL
For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping & WONTHAGG!plaster

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
wonthaggiplaster.com.au

CENMINTEL

CALL 0418 506 788

Licence DBL24625

ROOFING

SOUTHERN
METAJRCIOEING,

Metal Roofing Specialists

* Metal Wall Cladding * Domestic & Commercial
* New Installation & Renewals © Maintenance
* Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes ® Aluminium Gutter Guard
30 Years Experience

M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

JDO5010AA

RUBBISH REMOVAL

RUBBISH REMOVALS

No Job Too Small - We Load for YOU!

WE CAN ALSO REMOVE YOUR
UNWANTED CARS FOR FREE

Call Shane
0407 599 616

Vv 1/850ar

health, safety and beauty
of your trees ensuring they
thrive and enhance your
home. Servicing Phillip
Island and surrounds.

Specialising in Pruning &

Hazardous Tree Removals
Habitat Trees Storm Damage
Cable Bracing Stump Grinding
Qualified Arborist Fully Insured

Mulch & Firewood Sales

0484 776 399

ADVERTISING
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CLASSIEIEDS SEEK, BUY AND SELL

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

PALM LAKE RESOBT Notice is hereby given that the
SPRING MARKET PIMHAG Annual General Meeting

will be held on October 30th, 2025
The residents of Palm Lake Resort

at 5pm
are having their Annual Spring Market P

on Sunday November 2nd from 10.00am in the. ANZAC Room
to 1.00pm. at Phillip Island RSL.

All stalls will be undercover in the Hall, All Welcome. ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN A CARING
AND CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

SITUATIONS VACANT

VY660£001 ‘

VV090£00

so don't worry about the weather, The business of the Annual General

All types of goodies will be on sale from Meeting shall be conducted from
artworks, craft, second hand books & 5.00pm until 5.30pm FO 0 D T E c H ASS I STA N T

DVDs, bric-a-brac, pre-loved clothing,

plants, cards, gifts, ete ete — just in time Our Guest speaker from our new San Remo Campus

for Christmas! PI Community Hospital will detail Ongoing role, commencing January 27, 2026. 5 days a week 8.30am to 3.30pm

A yummy sausage sizzle with onions will the services to be available and Applications close on Thursday 6th November 2025

lr’fei(')‘:fll]l:ﬁ f;‘ljmday as well as a delicious discuss the Community Open Day to Bass Coast College is seeking a suitably qualified and/ or experienced person
R be held on Saturday December 13th. to join its team in 2026 for the above position.

(it there carly = cnter by Gate 2 Questions from the floor welcome. Applications need to be made via School Jobs Vic: www.vic.gov.au/school-jobs

at 48 Settlement Rd next to the Golf Course
— ample parking available. Join us for dinner at the RSL
See you Sunday November 2nd at 10.00am! after the meeting.

Job Vacancy ID: 1499671

Further details are available on School Jobs Vic or for more information please contact
Gabe Windsor — Business Manager on 5611 4000

vv860g00r

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings
Bass Coast Shire, Wont- -

haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA 1 In 5
Cowes Big Book meeting
at St Philip’s Church (opp.
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm,

JO03067AA

ALEX SCOTT
BNDSTRFF /" _ , 1006

people |n PROPERTY MANAGER - GRANTVILLE

Phillip Island Progress Association - 0417 317 470; Salvation PART TIME (3 DAYS)
Island Voice é{mv)\’/ bu{'ﬁ'"g{ I\g\ci(erzjne We are seeking an experienced Property Manager
i -» vwonthaggi, saturday i i t k as part of the t ing the portfolio.
Annual General Meeting 11am, 5672 3627, Phone Australla WI" o work as part of the team overseeing the portfolio

October 28, 2025 head office 9429 1833, End to End tasks working as part of the team.

5pm - 6.30pm RECEPTIONIST - GRANTVILLE

Phillip Island RSL - Anzac Room experlence PART TIME (3 DAYS)
AGM business will be conducted This part-time position is perfect for someone who 4
from 5pm - 5.30pm, . enjoys a variety of administrative and customer g
i i i i ice tasks i rtive and professional t 5
including election of new committee. deprESSIOHI :r"’\i/rl;enmsentln a supportive and professional team Newhaven Collese s an ndependent g
Followed by guest speaker Fi . y ) L co-educational school on Phillip Island
. irst point of contact for clients and visitors and ' )
Professor Simone Alexander provide valuable administrative support to our offering quality education for students
Interim CEO, Bass Coast Health . from Prep to Year 12
1 The Phillip Island & Sales and Property Management teams.
(OL ar?zother mer_rr1 ber ;Df San RemopAdvertiser Newhaven College is seeking applications for:
the Executive Team i
is bound by the PROPERTY MANAGER - KOO WEE RUP
outlining plans for the Standards of I)Dlractice FULL TIME YEAR 9 ENVIRONMENTAL
new Community Hospital of the Australia Press This tidy portfolio is looking for a full-time end to CENTRE TEACHER
There will be time for questions. Council. If you believe end Property Manager. To join our experienced & Semester One 2026
the Standards may supportive team at our Koo Wee Rup office.
ygi\’;l;;e;pgggggniﬂé This role gives you both autonomy to work MENTAL HEALTH AND
St g newspaper itself however part of a bigger team for support. WELLBEING LEADER
SAN REMO R : tion Descriptions avai
N N m g or CO'}‘SCt the | Full Position Descriptions available on request Prep to Year 8 - 2026 School Year
> Council by emai or more details on Seek Ad’s.
PRESCHOOL info@presscouncilorg.au o > AFL SPORTSREADY TRAINEE
C ENTRE IN C : ) (002r) z)églhi)ggo " P All applications an;idenqumes 5026 School Year
. 2] | I in strictest confidence.
REG.NUMBER A7730 BE - [dod™>= fFor further g Initiative of Philip Island Contact: Louise McKay — HR Manager, SECONDARY ENGLISH AND
information see . i
Annual General Meeting i presSeouneil org au Masonic Lodge louise@alexscott.com.au or 0447 881 839 MEDIA TEACHERS
| Expressions of Interest invited

This year's Annual General Meeting will be
held at San Remo Preschool

23 Back Beach Road, San Remo

Sunday 16th November 2025 at 11.30am

Business includes confirmation of minutes of
previous AGM, presentation of annual reports,

For more information and details on requirements,
duties and responsibilities, visit our website.

EMAIL YOUR CLASSIFIEDSTO || fiimenionewhavencolsicedua

Applications close Monday 27 October

and election of new committee of management { ads@pisra.com.au } 2025 at 4pm
for 2026.
San Remo Pre-School Committee of Management ADVERTISER

%’g&'@ 7 BUSINESS GUIDE

v
:V t/S LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES
O X
a

TREE SERVICES TREE SERVICES WASTE MANAGEMENT WINDOW CLEANING

“4 We promise sparkling Discouns
‘ ’ windows every time! Pply for
Pensioners
L PREMIER WINDOW
NO JOB TOO SMALL
* Qualified e Storm Damage @LE AN [| N@
e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing Ph: 5672 2056
e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance Lot 1 Skib Lane Wonthaadi 3995 heel - - )
o Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES (.)t ip Lane Wonthaggi www.wheelawaste.com.au Residential & commercial work
E:accounts@wheelawaste.com ABN 93 050 132 217 Call Maria 0422 258 948
Call Shaun 0423 910 554 DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

LK00042AA
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Join us at the Nature Parks

The Nature Parks is an inspiring workplace and, as the largest employer on Phillip Island,
offers a range of career opportunities. Our people are enthusiastic, committed, and
professional in what they do.

Facilities Officer

— Part time and Casual roles available

As a member of the Facilities team, you will contribute to providing exceptional cleaning
and venue presentation services throughout the Nature Parks precincts on Phillip Island.
Your efforts will help ensure that our facilities and grounds are maintained to the highest
standards.

Farm Lead

— Full time

As the Farm Lead, you will take an active role in supporting the day-to-day operations
of Churchill Island Heritage Farm. Including farm management and maintenance tasks,
ensuring that animal care, farming practices and site presentation reflect the values of a
working heritage farm.

Visitor Experience Farm & Grounds
— Casual

Work in a truly special place where history, tourism and conservation come together.
At Churchill Island Farm you will be part of a team that brings the islands rich history
to life through hands- on experiences, farm activities and authentic storytelling, whilst
surrounded by stunning coastal views and a welcoming, close-knit team.

For more information, please visit:
www.penguins.org.au/about/work-with-us/employment/our-people-our-work/.

Phillip Island
NATURE
PARKS

penguins.org.au

‘Make the
winning move.

Get ahead of the game this spring selling season.
Complete your FREE home appraisal
for a chance to win!

Book your
FREE appraisal

first
national

REAL ESTATE

o’

Book your appraisal at thewinningmove.com.au

*T&Cs apply, see https://www.thewinningmove.com.au Must be 18+ & own property in AU (excl ACT res & ACT property owners). Ends: 11:59pm AEDT 31/10/25. Limit 1
entry p/property w/appraisal & 1 bonus entry p/property listed for sale. Entries divided into 5 groups, depending on location of property: NSW, VIC/TAS, QLD, SA/NT &
WA. All draws at L 3/162 Collins St, Melbourne VIC 3000 at 11am AEDT on 25/11/25. Prizes (1 p/group): 5x $2K Visa Gift Cards. Winners published at https://firstnational.
com.au/pages/real-estate/the-winning-move/ from 01/12/25. Permits: SA T25/1521.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE THAT |,
DALE BURGDORF

am no longer part of Waterfront Computers.

| am now a Sole Trader as a
Specialist Computer Technician.
Home, Business & Medical PCs.

36 years experience with Windows, Mac & Linux Systems.
Hardware & Operating System Repairs & Upgrades.

P: 0466 660 021 E: xtek59@gmail.com
130 Silverleaves Avenue, Silverleaves
Available 9.30 am - 3.00pm weekdays by appointment

CONNECT WITH US

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

Read the Advertiser on your computer, phone
or device, go to www.pisra.com.au HOHO

Phillip Island Host has been crowned the #1 property management company in Bass Coast
by Quality Business Australia, a testament to our unwavering commitment to excellence.
Renowned for maximizing returns for holiday homeowners, we blend local expertise with
tailored strategies to ensure properties thrive in the competitive rental market.

Our team is dedicated to delivering top-tier service, from seamless guest experiences to
meticulous property care. We are thrilled to announce that we are now accepting new
properties into our portfolio. Our primary goal remains clear: to generate the highest
possible revenue for holiday homeowners while maintaining exceptional standards.

Contact Phillip Island Host today to elevate your property’s potential.
Email: phillipislandcohost@gmail.com
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Open Women award winners: 1 Lillian Bassed, 2 Sarah Seuren, 3 Scarlett Rennie.

Boardriders celebrate huge

SURFING

The Phillip Island Boardriders Club
capped off another incredible season
with a packed-out presentation night at
the clubrooms. The evening had a vin-
tage theme, with catered pizza and music
from DJ Lachie Eastwood — last year’s
Junior Clubman — who kept the dance
floor pumping well into the night.

The night celebrated not only the club’s
surfing achievements but also the strong
community spirit that continues to define
one of Australia’s oldest surfing clubs.

The Best Club Person Award — the
most prestigious honour of the night —
was awarded to Nat Vander Hayden,
recognising her enormous contribution
both in and out of the water. Nat not only
keeps the club running smoothly year-
round but brings great energy and posi-
tivity to every comp.

The President’s Award followed, pre-
sented to Andrew Lidsay for his tireless
work and ongoing commitment through-
out the season. Andrew’s support across

Lillian Bassed (2) and Abby Clarke (1) were Junior
Women’s champs.

in keeping the club tidy and shooting
some outstanding photography at the
events has been instrumental in another
successful year.

Another highlight was Eddie Maier re-
ceiving the Best Junior Clubman Award.
Eddie not only impressed with his surf-
ing talent at such a young age but con-
sistently shows leadership, enthusiasm,
and a willingness to help at every event.
He truly lives and breathes Boardriders
and is shaping up as a future leader of
the club.

Savannah Bennett and Phoenix Sted-
man also received big raps for their per-
formance, growth positive contribution
both in and out of the water, reflecting
the club’s strong youth development
focus, taking out the best Junior Club
Woman award and Most Improved Fe-
male awards.

Most Improved Junior went to Toby
Davies who was blowing up all of last
season and a future champion of the club.

The Open Men’s Champion, Harry de
Roth, and Open Women’s Champion, Lilli

Lachie Eastwood, Ry Cicero and outgoing Club
Captain Ash Easton.

PIBC Committee: Sally Ross, Mel Wright, Jo O'Reilly Stubbs, Ash Easton, Emily Scott, Nat Van der

Heyden, Nala Taylor, Jake Eisen and Geoff Russell.

SPORT

Mal Gregson and Brian Tancheff - Winners Grand Masters award.

year at Presentation Night

Bassed, were celebrated for their outstand-
ing seasons. Their wins also secure them
the club’s coveted wild-card entries into
the 2026 Rip Curl Pro Trials, a huge oppor-
tunity on one of surfing’s biggest stages.

With the new season set to start in
just a couple of weeks, Phillip Island
Boardriders have a jam-packed calendar
ahead, including the World Club Cham-
pionships at Snapper Rocks in February
and the Australian Boardriders Battle
National Final in March, where the club’s
top surfers will once again fly the flag for
the island on the national stage.

Presentations

Open Women: 1 Lillian Bassed, 2 Sarah
Seuren, 3 Scarlett Rennie.

Open Men: 1 Harry de Roth, 2 Dylan
Thomas James, 3 Luke Archibald.

Junior Females: 1 Abbey Clarke, 2 Lillian
Bassed, 3 Jade Hilford.

Junior Males: 1 Jarrah Cicero, 2 Rye Cice-
ro, 3 Lachie Eastwood.

Cadet Females: 1 Scarlett Rennie, 2 Savan-
nah Bennett, 3 Phoenix Stedman.

President’s award winner Andrew Lidsay and
Best Clubperson Nat Van der Heyden

Masters Winner Adrian Maier and Senior Men'’s
Winner Ash Easton

Cadet Males: 1 Arch Rayner and Dusty
Rayner, 2 Angus Kennedy, 3 Eddie Maier.

Longboard Division

Mixed Juniors: 1 Savannah Bennett, 2
Scarlett Rennie, 3 Taj Ransom.

Style Masters: 1 Andrew Lidsey, 2 Natalie
Van Der Heyden, 3 Warren Fowler.

Open Women: 1 Ebony Maier. 2 Nala Tay-
lor. 3 Jerrie Liberati.

Open Men: 1 Andrew McHenry, 2 Eli Cur-
ry, 3 Ben Gerard Taylor.

Special Awards

Most Improved Male: Toby Davis

Most Improved Female: Phoenix Stedman
Gung Ho Award: Jarrah Cicero

Dumb Bell Award: Jai McDonald
President’s Award: Andrew Lidsey

Club Person of the Year: Natalie Van Der
Heyden

Best Junior Club Woman: Savannah Ben-
nett

Best Junior Club Man: Eddie Maier

Most Improved Longboard: Lucy Camen-
zuli

Savannah Bennett was awarded Best Junior
Clubwoman.

Best Junior Clubman Eddie Maier and President
Jake Eisen.



SPORT

Wednesday, October 22,2025 | THE ADVERTISER 21

Rips hit the court running

BASKETBALL

Phillip Island Rips season began with the
first tournament of 2025/26.

This year the Rips have 11 teams repre-
senting Phillip Island Basketball at multiple
tournaments. This weekend the A teams
headed to the Korumburra tournament.

A great weekend all round with lots of
smiles and great achievements for the first
weekend for the teams.

All teams saw some great games with
our U10 Boys finishing premiers, the U14A
Boys premiers and Ul4A Girls finishing
runners up.

A big congratulations to Josh (U10
Boys) and Max (Ul4 Boys) who were
awarded Grand Final MVP.

In two weeks’ time all 11 of the teams
will head to the Southern Peninsula
Tournament for the next step in the Rips
2025/26 campaign.

U14 Boys MVP was awarded to Max. UI10 Boys Rips premiers: Ben (Assistant coach) Charlie, Josh, Ashley, Louis, Mark (Coach), Kyoko (TM),

Sidney, Arki, Heath and Maximilien.

U14A Boys Rips premiers: Back: Coach Eli Evans, Elija Long, Max Robinson, James Evans, Oliver
Hellmuth-Pask, Jasper Goodall, Kian McNamara and Coach David Bennett. Front: Brock Larson, Zed

Findlay, Noah Hollings and Cooper Bennett.

U16 Boys: Back: Hope Oats (Asst coach), Jarrah Rutherford, Kai
Opitz, Zane Larsson, Taj Piera and Abhiraj Sidhu. Front: Miller
Sund, Flynn Riley, Harvey Oats, Kris Funslow (coach). Absent: Dex-

ter Goodall and Ziggy Wagner.

U14 Girls Rips runners up: Rachel (Coach), Ella, Milla, Olive, Marley, Kalani, Nyah, Frankie, Olivia and Evelyn.

U10 Girls: Back row: Kara Weston (TM), Tessa Larsson, Bonnie
Robinson, Lana Milford-Robertson, Lacey Adams, Eden Parker and
Narelle Lindner (Coach). Front row: Ruby Van, Aspen Rutter, Daisy
Weston and Sadie Potter.

U12 Bays: Chris, Kensani, Wryker, Harry, Jordan, Jordan, Nate, U12 Girls: Matilda, Ki Ki, Mila, Madelyn, Frankie, Macey, Bridget,

Darcy, Lincoln and Bryce.

Sophie, Millie and Eden.

U16 Girls: Charlie, Piper, Ivy, Violet, Macy, Ella, Jaz (Coach).
Ruby, Maddy, Hazel.

U10 Boys MVP was awarded to Josh.
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SGB swimmers Jarrah, Billy, Archie, Bec and Miah prepare for the 100m freestyle.

Times drop as temps rise

SWIMMING

The weather was hot, but the times were
hotter for GSI 4 at Traralgon on the
weekend as 245 swimmers from across
Gippsland competed at the event with
distances ranging from 50 to 400m.

Swimmers from East Gippsland, Sale,
Traralgon, Morwell, Moe, Warragul and
South Gippsland Bass all competed.

With several State Championships
coming up in the next few months, the
more experienced swimmers were swim-
ming targeted events they wanted to get
qualifying times for, with great excite-
ment as they were ticked off, or when
swimmers edged closer.

For many of the younger swimmers,
who are still getting the hang of racing in
the 50m pool, it was a good opportunity
to see if they could improve their times
from competing here a fortnight ago.

It was also great practice for the young-
sters before next weekend’s Country Dis-
trict Junior Championship at MSAC.

There are nearly 83 swimmers from
Gippsland competing against other dis-
tricts, trying to retain the title they have
held since 1993.

The extra practice in the 50m events
boosted their confidence and will help
tame the nerves.

SGB Coach Lorri was thrilled with
their efforts.

“I'm going to be down in Melbourne
with the District kids and they are look-
ing really good. I love seeing them get
to race on the big stage like their team-
mates. They put in really good swims to-
day and I look forward to seeing them at
MSAC next week.”

For many swimmers they were thrilled
to improve on their times from last season
and see how much they had progressed.

SPORT

BRIDGE

This week’s Monday afternoon session
saw outstanding play from Greg Nich-
olson and Jean Barbour, who secured
first place with a remarkable 62.5 per
cent over four and a half tables.
Wednesday afternoon’s nationwide
event echoed Monday’s success, with

Results from the table

Greg and Jean once again leading the
field over five and a half tables.

Their reliable teamwork has made
them names to watch in club circles.

A new series of beginner lessons com-
mences Thursday October 28 at 10am.

If you are keen to learn or brush up
on the basics, please contact Caroline
on 0418 369 557.

Get into the swing of it

PICKLEBALL

It’s all happening at the Rhyll Tennis
Club.

Come and discover the sport every-
one’s talking about.

Anyone can play Pickleball, it’s played
on a smaller court with a paddle and a
perforated ball.

A quick and easy game to learn that’s
lots of fun and loads of laughs.

Contact rhylltennis@gmail.com to reg-
ister for the following;:

Beginners Come and Try Sessions on
Tuesdays and Fridays throughout Octo-
ber from 10.30am to 11.30am.

PICKLE BALL ON THE ISLAND

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9.30-11.30am.
We encourage new players, they are welcome to
come for 2 “come and try” sessions .

A casual fee applies thereafter although most
join the club ($70/yr October-October; currently
$35 for membership till October 2025).

We are able to give guidance,
though no formal coaching available.

Enquires rhylltennisclub@gmail.com

vvovisoar

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31 | HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK. LOW TIDE IS MARKED IN RED.

WED 22 OCT

Wednesday October 22 the club will be
celebrating All Abilities Week with Come
and Try for people with Hearing Impair-
ment 10.30am to 11.30am.

For experienced players there are
fixed times available if you are wanting
a social game: Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday 9.30am - 12noon., Thursday Eve-
ning Social Game from 5pm - 6.30pm.

Rhyll Tennis Club now with Pickleball
next to the Rhyll Hall, Lock Road, Rhyll.

play.tennis.com.au/rhylltennisclub

Rhyll Tennis Club is offering Pickleball Come and Try
Sessions on Tuesdays and Fridays this month, and a
special session for people with hearing impairment
on October 22, as part of All Abilities Week.

THU 23 OCT FRI 24 OCT SAT 25 OCT

Inaugural Interschool
MTB Race at Newhaven

MOUNTAIN BIKE

On Tuesday October 14,
five schools competed in
the inaugural South East
Independent Schools Asso-
ciation (SEISA) Mountain
Bike Competition, at Ne-
whaven College, with over
100 competitors riding.

Spectators cheered on
the riders as they made
their way around the
grounds of the College,
leaping over intermediate
elements including jumps,
drops, the Whale Tail and
shooting through the Tun-
nel, a 40ft shipping con-
tainer.

Utilising the home
ground advantage, Ne-
whaven College eventu-
ally collected finishing
honours, placing in all of
the age group categories.

A huge congratu-
lations to Hamish

Riding down the stairs into Newhaven College’s amphitheatre cre-
ated quite a spectacle. More photos at pisra.com.au/sport

Dakers-Hock and
Lucy Thompson, first in
their respective competi-
tions; with special men-
tions for Ryder Evans and

Evie McCabe, who each
placed second; and to Max-
enMills, Sophia Hardy and
Fletcher Middleton, who
each placed third.

On the green

GOLF

Tuesday, October 14
Men’s 18H Comp
Stroke Midweek Medal

Overall winner: John
Jackson (32) 65.

A Grade winner: A-1
Anthony Shannon (10) 70.

A-2 winner: Daniel Mc-
Connon (10) 70.

B Grade winners: B-1
John Morvic (16) 69.

B-2 winner: Brenton
O’Brien (14) 70.

C Grade winner: C-1
John Jackson (32) 65.

C-2 winner: Ray Jans-
son (20) 69.

BDL to 75 c¢/b.

NTP: 5th Ray Reid, 7th
Paul Prendergast, 10th

Peter Gray and 17th John
Kneebone.

Men’s 9H Stableford
Overall winner: Vic Mitch-
ell (13) 21 pts from Robert
Pasoe (10) 19 pts c/b.

BDL to 15 pts c/b.

Wednesday, October
15
Women’s 18H Comp Stabl-
eford
Overall winer: Shannon
Trumper (28) 40 pts.

A Grade winner: Shan-
non Trumper (28) 40 pts.

B Grade winner: Judith
Lawrence (30) 39 pts.

BDL to 37 pts c/b.

NTP: 5th Judy Davey,
7th Vicki Ramage and
10th Jan Daff.

Thursday, October 16

Open 18H Stableford
Overall winner: Warren
Dickie (20) 40 pts.

SUN 26 OCT MON 27 OCT

A Grade winner: A-1
Anthony Shannon (9) 39
pts.

A-2 winner: Mark Bea-
ton (12) 35 pts c/b.

B Grade winners: B-1
Mike Fitzmaurice (19) 39
pts.

B-2 winner: Geoff Daff
(14) 38 pts.

C Grade winner: C-1
Warren Dickie (20) 40 pts.

C-2 winner: John David
Roberts (21) 39 pts c/b.

BDL to 35 pts c/b.

NTP: 5th Ken Wallace,
7th John David Roberts,
10th Scott Lethbridge and
17th Warren Barrat.

Open 9H Comp Stableford
Overall winner: Ian Bray
(15) 22 pts c/b from Lou
Poortier (19) 22 pts.

BDL to 17 pts c/b.

Saturday, October 18
Men’s 18H Comp Stableford
Overall winner: Gab Caf-
fieri (26) 45 pts.

A Grade winner: A-1
Ben Walsh (7) 42 pts.

A-2 winner: Travis
Johnson (10) 39 pts c/b.

B Grade winner: B-1
Greg Hyndman (16) 42 pts.

B-2 winner: Joel Panoz-
zo (18) 41 pts.

C Grade winner: C-1
Gab Caffieri (26) 45 pts.

C-2 winner: Shane
Palmer (19) 42 pts.

BDL to 36 pts c/b.

NTP: 5th Mark White,
7th Joel Panozzo, 10th
Robert Sparkmanv and

17th Steve Lee.
Women’s 18H Comp Stabl-
eford
Overall winner: Stacey
Meder (26) 44 pts.
A Grade winner: Stacey
Meder (26) 44 pts.
B Grade winner: Rhon-
da Boyd (22) 40 pts c/b.
BDL to 37 pts c/b.

NTP: 5th Rhonda Boyd,
7th Vicki Roff Smith, 10th
Sheryl Smith and 17th Mi-
yuki Yamaguchi.

Open Comp 9H Stableford
Overall winner: Mel Nai-
smith (18) 21.

BDL to 18 pts.

Sunday, October 19

Open 18H Comp Stableford

Overall winner: Scott

Squires (14) 42 pts from

Brandon Lloyd (17) 40 pts.
BDL: to 38 pts.

Red Rocks Golf

Saturday, October 18
Stableford
Winner: Kathryn Reese
(29) 35 points C/B.

2nd place: Terry Fox
(13) 35 points.

3rd place: Rob Stead
(10) 34 points.

NTP: Hole 9 Ray Po-
bjoy, Hole 17 Kathryn
Reese.

Sunday, October 19
Par
Winner: Ian Murray (16)
-2.

2nd place: Alan Smith
(13) -4 C/B.

3rd place: Rob Stead
(12) -4 C/B.

NTP: Hole 5 Alan
Smith, Hole 10 Ray Po-
bjoy.

TUE 28 OCT

PHILLIP

ISLAND
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MARINE

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au
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All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct. No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.
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Bang Bang Cup 2025 — Back with a bang!

SURFING

The Bang Bang Bar and Food
Cup is back for round two — and
it’s shaping up to be another
classic Phillip Island Board rid-
ers showdown.

After last year’s epic debut,
the season opener will once
again bring together mateship,
banter, and bragging rights in
a fun tag-team format that’s all
about keeping the stoke alive.

The action kicks off with the
sign-up night at Bang Bang Bar
and Food on Saturday October
25, with DJ Lachie Eastwood on
the decks from 6pm and team
announcements at 8pm.

Ten percent of all takings
from the night will go directly to-
wards the club’s World Cup and
ABB campaigns, so get down
early, grab a feed and a drink,
and get your name on a team.

At the content on October 26,
teams will follow the ABB-style
format, with groms stepping up
as team captains and co-cap-
tains, and each team nominat-
ing a power surfer.

To keep things fun and fami-
ly-friendly, there’ll be one parent
assist per team. Each team will
proudly carry the name of one
of the club’s financial sponsors,
celebrating the local businesses
that keep the surf scene thriving,.

“A huge thanks to Bang Bang
Bar and Food for backing the

The Bang Bang Bar and Food Cup is back, kicking off with a sign up night on Oc-
tober 25 from 6pm. Funds raised on the night will also go towards the Boardrid-

ers World Cup and ABB campaigns.

event again, and to Quiksilver,
who’ve jumped on board as prize
sponsors this year,” said Board-
riders President Jake Eison.

“Expect a massive raffle
on the Saturday night, with a
brand-new surfboard as the ma-
jor prize, plus Quiksilver gear
and Island Surfboards vouchers
up for grabs.”

Pat O’Garey from Bang Bang
Bar and Food said the team was
pumped to be involved again.

“Last year’s event had such

an unreal vibe — good people,
good tunes, and great surfing,”
said Pat.

“We're stoked to get behind it
again and help kick off the new
season with a bang.

“How good the crew have
qualified for the World Cup and
Australian Boardriders Battle
next year We're looking for-
ward to seeing the crew smash it
on the big screen here next year
at our unofficial PIBC clubroom
Bang Bang Bar and Food.”

PIFNC recognised for sustainability leadership

FOOTBALL

A huge congratulations to the
Phillip Island Football Netball
Club, who were recognised at
the AFL Victoria Community
Awards Night last Friday, tak-
ing home Victoria’s Container
Deposit Scheme Sustainability
Award.

This honour celebrates an
incredible initiative led by Jess
Gislingham, a much-loved mem-
ber of the club, who has com-
bined his love of footy with a
deep passion for sustainability.

In his role as the club’s very
own “Can-Man”, Jess collects
cans and bottles from home
games and recycles them
through the Container Deposit
Scheme and every single one of
the 57,700 cans deposited so far
has been collected and sorted by
Jess himself.

All funds raised go directly
back into the club, helping to
purchase new equipment and
resources while reducing waste
and promoting a cleaner, green-
er community footprint for the
island.

Jess’ dedication was also rec-
ognised last year when he was
named Club Person of the Year,

Jess Gislingham proudly excepting the AFL Vic Sustainability Award.

a testament to his ongoing com-
mitment and community spirit.
Twice a week, Jess and his
dad visit the club to collect, clean
and deposit bottles and cans en-
suring the grounds remain tidy,
welcoming, and vibrant.
Thanks to his tireless efforts,
funds raised are now helping to
purchase a defibrillator for the

netball courts, a vital piece of
equipment that will benefit play-
ers and the wider community
alike.

Congratulations to Jess and
the entire Phillip Island Football
Netball Club team on this well-
deserved recognition and for
leading the way in community
sustainability across Victoria.

PIDCC Women'’s match, debutants (from left): Matilda Patton, Georgia Niven and

Maya Womersley.

Grand Final rematch

CRICKET

Phillip Island Women’s cricket
team headed to Leongatha on
Sunday to face off against Koon-
warra for a Round 1 Grand Final
rematch.

The Island welcomed three
debutants for their first match:
Georgia Niven, Maya Womers-
ley and Matilda Patton.

Island opened the batting and
set a competitive target, which
was defended well but was
chased down in the final overs.

Final scores PI 4/109 Koon-

warra 6/125. Jess Reed top
scored with 27 runs.

A big congratulations to
Georgia Niven for being the San
Remo Hotel Player of the Match
for taking a wicket and hitting a
boundary in her first game.

Phillip Island Women’s team
is still looking for players this
season.

Beginners welcome, join us at
training on Tuesday and Thurs-
days at the Cowes nets from
5.15pm. Next match is against
Inverloch on November 16. Let’s
go girls!

Spring Comp wrap-up

DARTS

Monday night saw 23 keen dart-
ers hit the oche for Round 6 of
the Spring Competition and
what a night it was.

With matches spread across
three boards, the competition
was fierce and the atmosphere
electric.

After some tight battles, the
winning team was decided on a
countback, taking out the night
5-2.

Congratulations to Team
Marilyn made up of captain

Marilyn, John B, Dave Healey
and Pete Murphy for their excel-
lent teamwork and steady darts
throughout the evening.

The San Remo Butchers meat
tray was snapped up by the
hard-working treasurer, Mer-
edith a well-deserved and well-
earned win.

On the leaderboard, Bob Hee
continues to hold firm at the top
with 41 points, followed closely
by Paul Gleeson on 39 and Dave
Healey just behind on 36.

The race is heating up as
we move into the second half

of the season.

Special mention this week
goes to Diane Holmes, who threw
an impressive 160 and Vince Pal-
ladino for a brilliant 156, out-
standing darts from both.

The league plans to run the
Spring Comp through until the
end of November, provided we
continue to get strong weekly
numbers.

So, if you’ve been thinking
about joining in or know some-
one who might be keen, come
along as everyone’s welcome.

See you all next Monday for
another great night of darts,
laughs and friendly competition
at the Phillip Island and Dis-
tricts Darts League.

Winners of Midweek bowls were Bill Sheriff (Skip), Peter Thorley (Lead), John

Kappler (Znd) and Steve Muhi (3rd).

Midweek at San Remo

BOWLS

Midweek bowlers attended the
weekly gathering of the South
West Gippsland Bowls Group at
San Remo on Thursday, October
16.

Hosts John Nicholson and
Rob Jeffrey signed everyone in
for the day while Vern and Bev
Elliott organised the teams.

Treasurer Peter McWilliams
along with his wife Pauline was
warmly welcomed back after a
long illness-related absence.

Once the teams were set, ev-
eryone quickly moved out onto
the green to be greeted by the
first very warm day of the season.

The air was filled with laugh-
ter and friendly chatter, a testa-
ment to the fun and great bowl-
ing happening across all the
rinks.

A few ‘wrong bias’ bowls
frustrated some and amused
others but, more importantly,
added to the donations for the
RCH tin.

After a competitive day of
bowls, winners on a very good
score of 38 were Bill Sheriff
(Skip), Peter Thorley (Lead),
John Kappler (2nd) and Steve

Muhi (3rd).

Runners-Up on 37 were Lou-
is Magri (Skip), Claire Sheers
(Brd), Maggie Prosser (Lead)
and Mick Sheers (2nd).

Best One Game winners on
a score of 20 were John Nichol-
son (Skip), Luke Monckton (3rd),
Steve Banks (Lead) and Derek
Fenn (2nd).

A big thank you goes out
to Mark Andreatta and Mick
Sheers for their hard work be-
hind the bar and to everyone
who pitched in to set up the
green and kitchen.

At the end of the day thanks
to those who helped clean up.

On Thursday October 23 the
group meets at Koo Wee Rup for
another week of friendly compe-
tition.

Everyone is welcome but
please be on-site by 10am sharp
to allow enough time to organise
the teams.

Since the numbers are consis-
tently near the capacity of 56, a
strict 10am cut-off time will be
enforced.

For euchre results,
visit pisra.com.au/sport
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SPORT

C grade cricketers (from left): Mick Cleary 57 not out, Steve Lock got his first PIDCC wicket, Ollie Hodson 52 and Damien Holmes 54 not out.

C Grade Sharks smash OMK with 93-run win

CRICKET

C Grade

KL landscaping had Royal
Rhyll looking a treat for Sat-
urday’s C Grade game against
OMK.

Cleary has hit form win-
ning his second coin toss in a
row, and elected to bat.

Hodson and Francis opened
the batting, both in their first
game of the season.

From the outset the lads
took the shine off the ball
whilst steadily building a solid
opening stand.

The partnership was bro-
ken when Francis was caught
for 31.

Holmes joined Hodson and
they got through to drinks,
1/80. Hodson went caught be-
hind shortly after for a well-
made 52.

Parry hit some big shots be-
fore he was bowled for 14.

Cleary joined Holmes in the
middle and the pair set about
ramping up the run rate.

Cleary hit 31 off the first
11 balls he faced, as people
moved cars, pets and small
children to safer cover as the
ball was flying everywhere.

Holmes cleared the pickets
and the pair carved up the at-
tack, putting on a 93-run part-
nership.

Holmes finished on a run a
ball 54 not out and Cleary on
57 off 31, getting the Sharks to
3/2217.

HOME DELIVERY
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9772200100002

The Sharks provided a top
shelf spread for lunch, cover-
ing all the major food groups,
then headed out to field and
defend their total.

Sonny Mac and Jacko Al-
lan opened the bowling and
Jacko stuck first when Bud
Marshall took an outstanding
catch at square leg.

Jacko backed it up getting
a second wicket when Holmes
took a catch.

Bud Marshall took another
great catch giving Holmes a
wicket and OMK got to drinks
3/60.

Parry took a screamer at
point just after the break to re-
move OMK’s most dangerous
batsman, putting the Sharks
right on top.

Mani and Marshall bowled
without any luck, whilst Steve
Lock got his first senior wick-
et for PIDCC when he took
the middle stump of the OMK
skipper, sending the stands
into rapture.

OMK batted out the innings
and ended on 5/134, giving the
Sharks a 93-run victory.

A comprehensive win and
a great all round team perfor-
mance.

A Grade

With the sound of bikes roar-
ing around the island, the
Sharks welcomed Imperials to
the Shark Tank on Saturday,
determined to make it back-
to-back wins.

Captain Daniel Mock won
the toss and again elected to
bowl first, backing his young
side to settle into the contest
with the ball in hand.

The tone was set early when
a sharp piece of fielding from
returning youngster Brodie
Johnson produced a run-out
in just the second over.

The Sharks’ ground field-
ing was again a feature, con-
tinuing their relentless pres-
sure from the week before.

McCausland struck soon
after, thanks to a sharp gully
catch by Tom Niven, leaving
Imps in trouble at 2/19.

A steady 40-run partner-
ship helped Imperials regain
some control before a rocket
throw from the boundary
by Jobe Williams removed
McLennan for 25.

Tom Niven was then intro-
duced to the attack and made
an immediate impact, finding
the edge of the Imps captain to
reduce them to 4/72.

McCausland picked up his
second shortly after, with the
visitors 5 down at 106.

Tight death bowling from
Williams, Tom Niven and Tim
Niven ensured Imperials were
restricted to 8/148 from their
40 overs.

Tom finished with out-
standing figures of 2/19 from
seven overs, while McCaus-
land was equally impressive
with 2/24 from eight.

Chasing 149 for victory, the

Sharks made a steady start
before Kurt Lane fell for 10.

Recently promoted young-
ster Max Arceo and Heath
Womersley then steadied the
innings, rotating the strike
well and keeping the score-
board ticking at around three
runs an over.

Womersley was run out
for 17 with the score on 2/54,
but Arceo continued to build
nicely.

A towering six over fine leg
saw Arceo lift the scoring rate
and when captain Mock joined
him at the crease, the pair
looked in complete control.

Mock found the bound-
ary with ease, racing past 50,
while Arceo anchored the in-
nings.

At the 20-over drinks break
the Sharks were well placed at
2/75, and they never looked
back.

Arceo eventually fell for
a well-made 32 from 78 balls
with the score on 130, but
Mock and Tom Niven guided
the side home comfortably
with nine overs to spare.

Mock finished on a brilliant
77 not out from just 54 deliver-
ies, peppering the boundary
16 times in a commanding
captain’s knock.

The Sharks’ seven-wicket
win makes it two in a row for
the “Baby Sharks,” who will
be aiming to extend their win-
ning streak to three when they
face OMK this week.

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

ALEX sCOTT
AND 5TAFF

COWES OFFICE
113a Thompson Ave

5952 2633

2-6 HADE AVENUE, BASS

Est.1886

* Rare and remarkable opportunity set on approx.
4910m? in highly sought after Bass Township Zone

* Approved subdivision permit for a further 3-lot
subdivision capitalising on the growing traffic and
community of Bass

* Prominent highway frontage

AUCTION SATURDAY 22ND

NOVEMBER @ I1AM ON SITE

107 TAMPA ROAD, CAPE WOOLAMAI

* Moments from pristine surf beaches, scenic
walking trails and vibrant local café strip

* Large upstairs open living and kitchen, cosy log fire,
2 living areas, upstairs deck, generous rear patio

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$949,000

3/220 CHURCH STREET, COWES

* Tucked away at the rear of a quiet complex just
moments from Cowes north facing beach

* Open plan layout, wood heater, spacious upstairs deck,
large private baclkyard with undercover patio area

* 3 bedrooms/| bathroom/| car

$545,000

SAN REMO OFFICE
127a Marine Parade

5678 5408

69 PENNIWELLS DRIVE, SAN REMO

* Stunning water views, versatile design with multiple
living zones

* Walking distance to beach, situated on a 522m?
(approx.) block

* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/double carport

$999,000 TO $1,050,000

15 HALCYON AVENUE, SAN REMO

* Discover coastal living in this family home with
everchanging water views

* Charming split-level home with convenient layout
and street level entry

* Boasting 3 light bright bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
double garage and a workshop

$750,000

www.alexscott.com.au
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